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THE 

EPISTLE     DEDICATORY 

TO     THE 

RIGHT  HONOURABLE  THE  MARCHIONESS  D'  O, 

LADY  OF  HONOUR  TO  THE  DUTCHESS  OF  BURGUNDY. 

MADAM, 

THE  great  kindnefTes  I  received  from  M.  De  Guilleragues,  your 
illuftrious  father,  during  my  abode  at  Conftantinople,  fome  years 
ago,  are  too  frefh  in  my  mind  for  me  to  neglect  any  opportunity  of  pub- 
liihing  what  I  owe  to  his  memory.  Were  he  ftill  alive,  for  the  welfare 
of  France,  and  my  particular  advantage,  I  would  take  the  liberty  to 
dedicate  this  Work  to  him;  not  only  as  my  benefaclor,  but  as  a  perfon 
mod  capable  of  judging  what  is  fine,  and  infpiring  others  with  the  like 
fentiments.     Every  one  remembers  the  wonderful   exa&nefs  of  his 
judgment ;  the  meaned  of  his  thoughts  had  fomething  in  them  that 
was  fhining;  and  his  lowed  expreffions  were  always  exacl  and  nice; 
which  made  every  one  admire  him,  for  never  had  any  man  fo  much 
wit  and  fo  much  folidity.     I  have  ieen  him  at  a  time  when  he  was  fo 
much  taken  up  with  the  affairs  of  his  mafter,  that  nobody  could  expe6b 
any  thing  from  him  but  what  related  to  his  miniftry,  and  his  profound 
capacity  to  manage  the  mod  knotty  negociations;  yet  all  the  weight 
of  his  employment  diminished  nothing  of  his  inimitable  pleafantnefs, 
which  charmed  his  friends,  and  was  agreeable  even  to  thofe  barbarous 
nations  with  whom  that  great  man  treated.     After  the  lofs  of  him, 
which  to  me  is  irreparable,  I  could  not  addrefs  myfelf  to  any  other 
perfon  than  yourfelf,  Madam,  fince  you  alone  can  fupply  the  want  of 
him  to  me;  therefore  it  is  that  I  take  the  boldnefs  to  beg  of  you  the 
fame  protection  for  this  book  that  you  was  pleafed  to  grant  to  the 
French  tranflation  of  the  feven  Arabian  dories  that  I  had  the  honour 
to  prefent  you. 

You  may  perhaps  wonder,  Madam,  that  I  have  not  fince  that  time 
prefented  them  to  you  in  print;  but  the  reafon  of  it  is,  that,  when  I 
was  about  putting  them  to  the  prefs,  I  was  informed  that  thofe  feven 
dories  were  taken  out  of  a  prodigious  collection  of  dories  of  the  like 
fort,  entitled,  OKETHOUSAND  AND  ONE  NIGHTS.  This  difcovery 
obliged  me  to  fufpend  the  printing  of  them,  and  to  ufe  my  endeavours 
to  get  that  collection  :  I  was  forced  to  fend  for  it  from  Syria;  and  have 
tranfiated  into  French  this  fird  volume,  being  one  of  the  four  that  were 

fent 
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fent  me.  Thefe  ftorieswill  certainly  divert  you,  Madam,  muchmord 
than  thofe  you  have  already  feen.  They  are  new  to  you,  and  more  in 
number :  you  will  alfo  perceive,  with  pleafure,  the  ingenious  defign  df 
this  anonymous  Arabian,  who  has  given  us  thefe  ftories  after  the  man- 
ner of  his  countryj  fabulous  indeed,  but  very  diverting. 

I  beg,  Madam,  your  acceptance  of  this  fmall  prefent  which  I  have 
the  honour  to  make  you  ;  it  is  a  publick  teftimony  of  my  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  profound  refped  with  which  I  am,  and  mall  for 
ever  be, 


Madam, 

Your  moft  humble,  and 

moft  obedient  Servant, 

GALLAND. 


TRAN- 


TRANSLATOR'S    PREFACE. 


THERE  is  no  occafion  to  prepofTefs  the  reader  with  an  opinion 
of  the  merit  and  beauty  of  the  following  Work.     There  needs 
no  more  but  to  read  it,  to  fatisfy  any  man  that  hitherto  nothing  fo  fine, 
of  this  nature,  has  appeared  in  any  language. 

What  can  be  more  ingenious,  than  to  compofe  fuch  a  prodigious 
quantity  of  pleafant  ftories,  whofe  variety  is  furprizing,  and  whofe 
connexion  is  fo  wonderful?  We  know  not  the  name  of  the  author  of 
fo  great  a  work  :  but  probably  it  is  not  all  done  by  one  hand;  for  how 
can  we  fuppofe  that  one  man  alone  could  have  invention  enough  to 
make  fo  many  fine  things? 

If  ftories  of  this  fort  be  pleafant  and  diverting,  becaufe  of  the  won- 
ders they  ufually  contain,  thefe  have  certainly  the  advantage  above  all 
that  have  yet  been  publilhed,  becaufe  they  are  full  of  furprizing  events, 
which  engage  our  attention,  and  mew  how  much  the  Arabians  fur- 
pafs  other  nations  in  compofures  of  this  fort. 

They  muft  alfo  be  pleafing,  becaufe  of  the  account  they  give  of  the 
cuftoms  and  manners  of  the  eaftern  nations,  and  of  the  ceremonies  of 
their  religion,  as  well  Pagan  as  Mahometan,  which  are  better  defcrib- 
ed  here  than  in  any  author  that  has  wrote  of  them,  or  in  the  relations 
of  travellers.  All  the  eaftern  nations,  Perfians,  Tartars,  and  Indians, 
are  here  diftinguiihed,  and  appear  fuch  as  they  are,  from  the  fovereign 
to  the  meaneft  fubjecl:;  fo  that  without  the  fatigue  of  going  to  fee 
thofe  people  in  their  refpeclive  countries,  the  reader  has  here  the  plea- 
fure  to  fee  them  act,  and  hear  them  fpeak.  Care  has  been  taken  to 
preferve  their  characters,  and  to  keep  their  fenfe;  nor  have  we  varied 
from  the  text,  but  when  modefty  obliged  us  to  it.  The  tranflator  flat- 
ters himfelf,  that  thofe  who  underftand  Arabick,  and  will  be  at  the 
pains  to  compare  the  original  with  the  tranflation,  muft  agree  that  he 
has  mewed  the  Arabians  to  the  French,  with  all  the  circumfpeftion 
that  the  nicenefs  of  the  French  tongue  and  of  the  times  requires;  and 
if  thofe  who  read  thefe  ftories  have  but  any  inclination  to  profit  by 
the  examples  of  virtue  and  vice,  which  they  will  here  find  exhibited, 
they  may  reap  an  advantage  by  it,  that  is  not  to  be  reaped  in  other 
(lories,  which  are  more  proper  to  corrupt  than  to  reform  our  ma.n-» 
ncrs. 
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VOLUME     THE     FIRST. 


r'S'S  r^.  HE  chronicles  of  the  Suf<- 
\  }>  fanians,  the  ancient  kings 

J>  T  <(  of  Perfia,  who  extended 
£  \,  their  empire  into  the  In- 

^*\pr  dies,  over  aii  the  jflamjs 
thereunto  belonging,  a 
great  way  beyond  the  Ganges,  and  as 
far  as  China,  acquaint  us,  that  there  was 
formerly  a  king  of  that  potent  family, 
the  moft  excellent  prince  of  his  time: 
he  was  as  much  beloved  by  his  fubjecls 
for  his  wifdom  and  prudence,  as  he  was 
dreaded  by  his  neighbours,  becaufe  of 
his  valour,  and  his  warlike  and  well- 
difciplined  troops.  He  had  two  Tons  ; 
the  eldeft,  Schahriar,  the  worthy  heir  of 
his  father,  and  endowed  with  all  his 
virtues.  The  youngeft,  Schahzer.an, 
was  likewife  a  prince  of  incomparable 
merit. 

After  a  long  and  glorious  reign,  the 
king  died;  and  Schahriar  mounted  his 
throne.  Schahzenan,  being  excluded 
from  all  fliare  of  the  government  by 
the  laws  of  the  empire,  and  obliged  to 
live  a  private  life,  was  fo  far  from  en- 
vying the  happinefs  of  his  brother,  that 
he  made  it  his  whole  bofmefs  to  pleafe 
him, 'and  effected  it  without  much  dif- 
ficulty. Schahriar,  who  had  naturally 
a  great  affection  for  that  prince,  was  To 
charmed  with  his  complaifance,  that  out 
of  an  excefs  of  friendfhip,  he  would 
needs  divide  his  dominions  with  him, 
and  gave  him  the  kingdom  of  Great 
Tartary:  Schahzenan  went  immediate- 
ly and  took  pofleffion  of  it,  and  fixed 
the  feat  of  his  government  at  Samar- 
cande,  the  metropolis  of  the  country. 

After  they  had  been  feparated  ten 
years,  Schahriar  having  a  pafllonate  de- 


fire  to  fee  his  brother,  refclved  to  fend 
an  ambaffadorto  invite  him  to  his  court. 
He  made  choice  of  his  prime  vizier  for 
the  embafiy,  fent  him  to  Tartary  with 
a  retinue  anfwerable  to  his  dignity,  and 
he  made  all  poffible  hafte  to  Samar- 
cande.     When  he  came  near  the  city, 
Schahzenan  had  notice  of  it,  and  went 
to  meet  him  with  the  principal  lords  of 
his  court,  who,  to  put  the  more  honour 
on  the  fultan's   minifter,  appeared  in 
magnificent  apparel.  TheKing  of  Tar- 
tary received  the  ambafiador  with  the 
greaieft  demonftrations  of  joy;  and  im- 
mediately  aflced   him   concerning  the 
welfare  of  the  fultan  his  brother.  The 
vizier  having  acquainted  him  that  he 
was  in  health,  gave  him  an  account  of 
his  embafly.   Schahzenan  was  fo  muclt 
affe&ed  with  it,  that  he  an  five  i  ed  thus- 
Sage  vizier,  the  fultan  my  brother  does 
me  too  much  honour;  he  could  propofe 
nothing  in  the  world  fo  acceptable;  I 
longaspaffionately  to  fee  hi  mas  hedoes 
to  lee  ir.e.     Time  has  been  no  more 
able  to  diminifli  my  friendfhip  than 
his.     My  kingdom  is  in  peace;  and 
I  defire  no  more  than  ten  days  to  get 
myfelf  ready  to  go  with   you.     So 
that  there  is  no  neceffity  of  your  en- 
tering the  city  for  fo  fhort  a  time;  I 
pray  you  topitch  your  tents  here,  and 
I  will  order  provifions  in  abundance 
for  yourfelf  and  your  company.'  The 
vizier  did  accordingly,  and  asfoon  as  the 
king  returned,  he  fent  him  a  prodigi- 
ous quantity  of  provisions  of  all  forts, 
\vith  prefents  of  great  value. 

In  the  mean  while,  Schahzenan  made 

ready  for  his  journey,  tookorders  about 

his  moft  important  affairs,  appointed  a 

B  council 
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council  to  govern  in  his  abfence,  and 
named  a  minifter,  of  whofe  wifdom  he 
had  fufficient  experience,  and  in  whom 
he  had  an  entire  confidence,  to  be  their 
prefulent.  At  the  end  often  days,  his 
equipage  being  ready,  he  took  his  leave 
of  the  queen  his  wife,  and  went  out  of 
town  in  the  evening  with  his  retinue, 
pitching  his  royal  pavilion  near  the  vi- 
zier's tent,  and  difcourfed  with  thatam- 
baflador  till  midnight.  But  willing 
once  more  to  embrace  the  queen,  whom 
he  loved  entirely,  he  returned  alone  to 
his  palace,  and  went  ftraight  to  her  ma- 
jefly's  apartment;  who,  not  expecting 
his  return,  had  taken  one  of  the  mean- 
eft  officers  of  the  houfhold  to  her  bed, 
where  they  lay  both  faft  afleep,  having 
been  there  a  confiderable  time. 

The  king  entered  without  any  noife, 
and  pleafed  himfelf  to  think  how  he 
fhould  furprize  his  wife,  who  he  thought 
loved  him  as  entirely  as  he  did  her:  but 
how  ftrange  was  his  furprize,  when,  by 
the  light  of  the  flambeaux  which  burn 
all  night  in  the  apartments  of  thofe 
eaftern  princes,  he  faw  a  man  in  her 
arms!  He  ftood  immoveable  for  a  time, 
not  knowing  how  to  believe  his  own. 
eyes;  but  finding  it  was  not  to  be  doubt- 
ed—'  How!'  fays  he  to  himfelf,  *  lam 
fcarceout  of  my  palace,  and  but  juft 
under  the  walls  of  Samarcande,  and 
dare  they  put  fuch  an  outrage  upon 
me! — Ah,  perfidious  wretches!  your 
crime  (hall  not  go  unpunimed.  As 
king,  I  am  to  punifh  wickednefs  com- 
mitted in  my  dominions;  and,  as  an 
enraged  hufband,  I  muft  facrifice  you 
to  my  juft  refentment.'  In  a  word, 
this  unfortunate  prince,  giving  way  to 
his  rage,  drew  his  fcymetar,  and,  ap- 
proaching the  bed,  killed  them  both 
with  one  blow,  turning  their  fleep  into 
death:  and  afterwards  taking  them  up, 
threw  them  out  of  a  window  into  the 
ditch  that  furrounded  the  palace. 

Having  avenged  himfelf  thus,  he 
went  out  of  town  privately,  as  he  came 
nto  it;  and  returning  to  his  pavilion, 
without  faying  one  word  of  what  had 
happened,  he  ordered  the  tents  to  be 
fti  uck,  and  to  make  ready  for  his  jour- 
ney. This  was  fpeedily  done,  and  be- 
fore day  he  begun  his  march,  with 
kettle-drums  and  other  inftruments  of 
mufick,  that  filled  every  one  with  joy, 
except  '.he  king;  who  was  fo  much 
troitbled  at  the  difloyalty  of  his  wife, 
that  he  was  feized  with  extreme  melan- 


choly, which  preyed  upon  him  during 
his  whole  journey. 

When  he  drew  near  the  capital  of  the 
Indies,  the  Sultan  Schahriar,  and  all  his 
court,  came  out  to  meet  him.  The 
princes  were  overjoyed  to  fee  one  ano- 
ther; and  alighting,  after  mutual  em- 
braces, and  other  marks  of  affection 
and  refpeft,  they  mounted  again,  and 
entered  the  city  amidft  the  acclamations 
of  vaft  multitudes  of  people.  The  ful- 
tan  conducted  his  brother  to  the  palace 
he  had  provided  for  him,  which  had  a 
communication  with  his  own  by  means 
of  a  garden;  and  was  fo  much  the  more 
magnificent,  for  it  was  fet  apart  as  a 
banqueting-houfe  for  publick  enter- 
tainment, and  other  div<yfions  of  the 
court,  and  the  fplendor  of  it  had  been 
lately  augmented  by  new  furniture, 

Schahriar  immediately  left  the  King 
of  Tartary,  that  he  might  give  him 
time  to  bathe  himfelf,  and  to  change 
his  apparel :  and  as  foon  as  he  had  done, 
he  came  to  him  again,  and  they  fatdown 
together  upon  a  fofa  or  alcove.  The 
courtiers  kept  at  a  diftance,  out  of  re- 
fpecT:,  and  thofe  two  princes  entertain- 
ed one  another  fuitably  to  their  friend- 
fhip,  their  nearnefs  of  blood,  and  the 
long  feparation  that  had  been  betwixt 
them.  The  time  of  fupper  being  come, 
they  eat  together;  after  which  they  re- 
newed their  converfation,  which  conti- 
nued till  Schahriar  perceiving  that  it 
was  very  late,  left  his  brother  to  his 
reft. 

The  unfortunate  Schahzenan  went 

to  bed;   and  though  the  converfatioa 

of  his  brother  had  fufpended  his  grief 

for  fome  time,  it  returned  upon   him 

with  more  violence;  fo  that,  inftead  of 

taking  his  neceflary  reft,  he  tormented 

himfelf  with  cruel  reflections.    All  the 

circumftances  of  his  wife's  difloyalty 

reprefented   themfelves   afrefli    to   his 

imagination,  in  fo  lively  a  manner,  that 

he  was  like  one  befide  himfelf^     In  a 

word,  not  being  able  to  fleep,  he  got  up, 

and  giving  himfelf  over  to  afflicting 

thoughts,  they  made  fuch  an  impref- 

fion  upon  his  countenance,  that  the  ful- 

tan  could  not  but  take  notice  of  it;  and 

faid  thus  to  himfelf — '  What  can  be 

the  matter  with  the  King  of  Tartary, 

that  he  is  fo  melancholy?  Has  he  any 

caufe  to  complain  of  his  reception? 

No,  ftirely;  I  have  received  him  as  a 

brother  whom  I  love,  fo  that  I  can 

charge  myfelf  with  no  omiflion  in 

<  that 


ARABIAN  NIGHTS  ENTERTAINMENTS. 


«  that  refpecl.     Perhaps  it  grieves  him 
to  be  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  his  do- 
minions, or  from  the  queen  his  wife. 
Alas !  if  that  be  the  matter,  I  mutt 
forthwith  give  him  the  prefents  I  de- 
figned  for  him,  that  he  may  return  to 
Samarcande  when  he  pleafes.'     Ac- 
cordingly, next  day,  Schahriar  fent  him 
part  of  thofe  prefents,  being  the  greateft 
rarities  and  the  richeft  things  that  the 
Indies  could  afford.     At  the  fame  time 
he  endeavoured  to  divert  his  brother 
every  day  by  new  objects  of  pleafure, 
and  the  fineft  treats;  which,  inftead  of 
giving  the  King  of  Tartary  any  eale, 
only  increafed  his  forrow. 

One  clay,  Schahriar  having  appointed 
a  great  hunting-match,  about  two  days 
journey  from  his  capital,  in  a  place 
that  abounded  with  deer,  Schahzenan 
prayed  him  toexcufehim,  for  his  health 
would  not  allow  him  to  bear  him  com- 
pany. The  fultan,  unwilling  to  put 
any  conftraint  upon  him,  left  him  at 
his  liberty,  and  went  a  hunting  with 
his  nobles.  The  King  of  Tartary  be- 
ing thus  left  alone,  fliut  himlelf  up  in 
his  apartment,  and  fat  down  at  a  win- 
dow that  looked  into  the  garden.  That 
delicious  place,  and  the  fweet  harmony 
of  an  infinite  number  of  birds,  who 
chofe  it  for  a  place  of  retreat,  muft  cer- 
tainly have  diverted  him,  had  he  been 
capable  of  taking  pleafure  in  anything; 
but  being  perpetually  tormented  with 
the  fatal  remembrance  of  his  queen's 
infamous  conducl,  his  eyes  were  not  fo 
often  fixed  upon  the  garden  as  lifted 
up  to  Heaven  to  bewail  his  misfor- 
tune. 

Whilft  he  was  thus  fwallowed  up 
with  grief,  an  object  prefented  itfelf  to 
his  view,  which  quickly  turned  all  his 
thoughts  another  way.  A  fecret  gate 
of  the  fultan's  palace  opened  all  of  a 
fudden,  and  there  came  out  of  it  twenty 
women,  in  the  inidft  of  whom  marched 
the  fultanefs,  who  was  eafily  diftin- 
guilhed  from  the  reft  by  her  majeitick 
air.  This  princefs,  thinking  that  the 
King  of  Tartary  was  gone  a  hunting 
with  his  brother  the  fultan,  came  up 
with  her  retinue  near  the  windows  of 

laced 
that 

parted  in  the  garden  without  being  per- 
ceived himfelf.  He  oblerved,  that  the 
perfons  who  accompanied  the  fultar.efs 
threw  off  their  veils  and  long^  robes, 
that  they  might  be  at  more  freedom  j 


his  apartment;  for  the  prince  had  pi 
himfelf  fo  that  he  could  fee  all 


but  was  wonderfully  furprized  when  he 
faw  that  ten  of  them  were  blacks,  and 
that  each  of  them  took  his  miftrefs.  The 
fultanefs,  on  her  part,  was  not  long 
without  her  gallant ;  me  clapped  her 
hands,  and  called — '  Mafoud  I  Ma- 
«  foud  !'  and  immediately  a  black  came 
down  from  a  tree,  and  ran  to  her  in  all 
hafte. 

Modefty  will  not  allow,  nor  is  Jt  ne- 
ceflary  to  relate,  what  parted  between 
the  blacks  and  the  ladies  5  it  is  fufficient 
to  fay,  that  Schahzenan  faw  enough  to 
convince  him  that  his  brother  had  as 
much  caufe  to  complain  as  himfelf. 
This  amorous  company  continued  to- 
gether till  midnight;  and,  havingbathed 
all  together  in  a  great  pond,  which  was 
one  of  the  chief  ornaments  of  the  gar- 
den, they  drerted  themfelves,  and  re- 
entered  the  palace  by  the  fecret  door,  all 
except  Mafoud,  who  climbed  up  his 
tree,  and  got  over  the  garden-wall  the 
fame  way  as  he  came. 

AH  this  having  parted  in  the  King  of 
Tartary's  fight,  it  gave  him  occafion  to 
make  a  multitude  of  reflexions.  'How 
little  reafon  had  I,'  faid  he,  « to  think 
that  no  one  was  fo  unfortunate  as  my- 
felf  ?  It  is  certainly  the  unavoidable 
fate  of  all  huibands,  fince  the  fultan 
my  brother,  who  is  fovereign  of  fo 
many  dominions,    and   the   greateft 
prince  of  the  earth,  could  not  efcape 
it !  The  cafe  being  fo,  what  a  fool  am 
I  to  kill  myfelf  with  grief!    I  will 
throw  it  off;  and  the  remembrance  of 
a  misfortune  fo  common  fhall  never 
after  this  difturb  my  quiet.'    So  that 
from  that  moment  he  forbore  afflicting 
himfelf.  Being  unwilling  to  fup  till  he 
faw  the  whole  fcene  that  was  a&ed  un- 
der his  window,  he  called  then  for  his 
fupper,  eat  with  a  better  appetite  than 
he  had  done  at  any  time  after  his  com- 
ing from  Samarcande,  andliftened  with 
pleafure  to  the  agreeable  concert  of  vo- 
cal and  inftrumental  mufick  that  was 
appointed  to   entertain  him  while  at 
table. 

He  continued,  after  this,  to  be  of  a 
very  good  humour ;  and  when  he  knew 
that  the  fultan  was  returning,  he  went 
to  meet  him,  and  paid  him  his  com- 
pliments with  a  great  deal  of  gaitty. 
Schahriar  at  firft  took  no  notice  of  this 
great  alteration;  but  expoftulated  with 
him  modeltly  why  he  would  not  bear 
him  company  at  hunting  the  (tag;  and, 
without  giving  him  time  to  reply,  en- 
B  a  tertained 
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tertained  him  with  the  great  number  of 
deer,  and  other  game,  they  had  killed, 
and  what  pleafure  he  had  had  in  the 
fport.  Schahzenan  heard  him  with  at- 
tention; gave  anfwers  to  every  thing  ; 
and,  being  rid  of  that  melancholy  which 
formerly  over-clouded  his  wit,  he  faid 
a  thoufand  agreeable  and  pleafant  things 
to  the  fultan. 

Schahriar,whoexpefted  to  have  found 
him  in  the  fame  condition  as  he  left  him, 
was  overjoyed  to  fee  him  fo  chearful ; 
and  fpoke  to  him  thus  :  '  Dear  brother, 
I  return  thanks  to  Heaven  for  the 
happy  change  it  has  made  in  you  dur- 
ing my  abfence;  I  am  extremely  re- 
joiced at  it!  But  I  have  a  requeft  to 
make  to  you,  and  conjure  you  not  to 
deny  me.1  —  '  I  can  refufe  you  no- 
thing,' replied  the  King  of  Tartary; 
you  may  command  Schahzenan  as 
you  pleafe.  Pray  fpeak;  I  am  impa- 
tient till  I  know  what  it  is  you  defire 
of  me.'—'  Ever  fince  you  came  to  my 
court,'  replied  Schahriar,  '  -I  found 
you  fwallowed  up  by  a  deep  melan- 
choly, and  I  in  vain  attempted  to 
remove  it  by  diverfionsof  all  forts.  I 
imagined  it  might  be  occafioned  by 
reafon  of  your  diftance  from  your 
dominions;  or  that  love  might  have 
a  great  (hare  in  it,  and  that  the  Queen 
of  Samarcande,  who  no  doubt  is  an 
accomplifhed  beauty,  might  be  the 
caufe.  I  do  not  know  if  I  be  mif- 
takenj  but  I  muft  own  that  this  was 
the  particular  reafon  why  I  would 
not  importune  you  upon  the  fubjecT:, 
for  fear  of  making  you  uneafy.  But, 
without  my  being  able  to  contribute 
any  thing  towards  it,  I  find  now  upon 
my  return  that  you  are  in  the  beft 
humour  that  can  be,  and  that  your 
mind  is  entirely  delivered  from  that 
black  vapour  which  difturbed  it. 
Fray,  do  me  the  favour  to  tell  me 
why  you  were  fo  melancholy,  and  how 
you  came  to  be  rid  of  it  ?' 
Upon  this,  the  Kingof  Tartary  con- 
nncd  for  fome  time  as  if  he  had  been 
n  a  dream ,  and  contrived  what  he  fhould 
nfwer;  but  at  laft  replied  as  fol- 
ows  :  *  You  are  my  fultan  and  mafter; 
but  excufe  me,  I  befeech  you,  from 
anfwerir.g  your  queftion.'  —  *  No, 
dear  brother,'  faid  the  fultan;  «  you 
muft  ?nfwer  j  I  will  take  no  denial.' 
Schahzersn  not  heing  able  to  withftand 
thcle  prcfling  inftances,  ar.fwc.red— 
•  Well,  then,  brother,  J  will  fatisfy 


'  you,  fince  you  command  me.' 
having  told  him  the  (lory  of  the  Queen 
of  Samarcande's  treachery — '  This,* 
faid  he,  «  was  the  caufe  of  my  grief: 
'  pray,  judge  whether  I  had  not  reafon 
*  enough  to  give  myfeJf  up  to  it?' 
.  '  O  my  brother!'  faid  the  fultan,  in 
a  tone  which  (hewed  that  he  had  the 
fame  fentiments  of  the  matter  with  the 
King  of  Tartary,    «   what  a  horrible 
ftory  do  you  tell  me  !   How  impatient 
was  I  till  I  heard  it  out !   I  commend 
you   for  punifliing  the  traitors  who 
put  fuch  an  outrage  upon  you  :    no- 
body can  blame  you  for  that  action  ; 
it  was  juft;  and,  for  my  part,  had 
the  cafe  been  mine,  I  fliould  fcarce 
have   been   fo   moderate   as   you.     I 
fhoulJ  not  have  fatish'ed  myfelf  with 
the  life  of  one  woman  ;  I  verily  thinlc 
I  (tiould  have  facrificed  a  thoufand  to 
my  fury.    I  ceafe  now  to  wonder  at 
your  melancholy  ;   the  caufe  of  it  was 
too  fenfible,  and  too  mortifying,  not 
to  make  you  yield  to  it.     O  Heaven  ! 
what  a  ftrange  adventure!    Nor  do"! 
believe  the  like  of  it  ever  befel  any 
man  but  yourfelf.    But,  in  (hort,  I 
mull  blefs  God,   who  has  comforted 
you  ;  and,  fince  I  doubt  not  but  your 
confolation  is  well -grounded,  be  fo 
good  as  to  let  me  know  what  it  is, 
and  conceal  nothing  from  me  ?' 
Schahzenan  was  not  fo  eafily  prevailed 
upon  in  this  point  as  he  had  been  in  the 
other,  becaufe  of  his  brother's  concern 
in  it :  but,  being  obliged  to  yield  to  his 
preffing  inftances,  anfwered — *  I  muft 
obey  you,  then,  fince  your  command 
is  abfolute ;  yet  I  am  afraid  that  my 
obedience  will  occafton  your  trouble 
to  be  greater  than  ever  mine  was  : 
but  you  muft  blame  yourfelf  for  it, 
fince  you  force  me  to  reveal  a  thing 
which  I  fhould  otherwife  have  buried 
in  eternal  oblivion.'  —  *  What  you 
fay,'  anfwered  Schahriar,'ferves  only 
to  increafe  my  curiofity:   make  hafte 
to  difcover  the  fecret,  whatever  it  be.' 
The  King  of  Tartary  being  no  longer 
able  to  refufe,  gave  him  the  particulars 
of  all  jh?.t  he  had  feen  of  the  blacks  in 
difguife;  of  the  lewd  paflion  of  theful- 
tanefs  and  her  ladies  ;  and  to  be  fure 
he  did  not  forget  Mafoud.   '  After  hav- 
ing been  witnefs  to  thefe  infamous 
actions,'  faid  he,  « I  believed  all  wo- 
men to  be  naturally  that  way  inclined, 
and  that  they  could  not  refift  thofe 
violent  defires.    Being  of  this  opu 
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nion,  it  feemed  to  me  to  be  an  tinac- 
countable  weaknefs  in  men  to  make 
themfelves  uneafy  at  their  infidelity. 
This  refle&ipn  brought  many  others 
along  with  it;  and,  in  (hort,  I  thought 
the  bed  thing  I  could  do  was  to  make 
myfelf  eafy :  it  coft  me  fome  pains 
indeed;  but  at  laft  I  effected  it;  and, 
if  you  will  take  my  advice,  you  mall 
follow  my  example.' 
Though 'the  advice  was  good,  the 
fultan  could  not  take  it;  but  fell  into  a 
rage.  «  What  I'  fays  he,  «  is  the  Sul- 
tanefs  of  the  Indies  capable  of  pro- 
ftituting  hepfelf  in  fo  bafe  a  manner  ? 
No,  brother!  I  cannot  believe  what 
you  fay,  except  I  faw  it  with  my  eyes; 
yours  mutt  needs  have  deceived  you: 
the  matter  is  fo  important,  that  I  mud 
be  fatisfied  of  it  myfelf.'  — '  Dear 
brother/  anfwered  Schahzenan,  '  that 
you  may  without  much  difficulty. 
Appoint  another  hunting- match  ; 
and  when  we  are  out  of  town  with 
your  court  and  mine,  we  will  ftop 
under  our  pavilions,  and  at  night  let 
you  and  1  return  alone  to  my  apart- 
ment :  I  am  certain  the  next  day  you 
will  fee  what  I  faw.'  The  fultan  ap- 
proving the  ftratagem,  immediately  ap- 
pointed a  new  hunting-match  ;  and  that 
fame  day  the  pavilions  were  fet  up  at 
the  place  appointed. 

Next  day  the  two  princes  fet  out  with 
all  their  retinue:  they  arrived  at  the 
place  of  encampment,  and  (laid  there 
till  night.  Then  Schahriar  called  his 
grand  vizier;  and,  without  acquaint- 
ing him  with  his  defign,  commanded 
him  to  (lay  in  his  place  during  his  ab- 
fence,  and  to  fuffer  no  perfon  to  go  out 
of  the  camp  upon  any  account  what- 
ever. As  foon  as  he  had  given  this 
order,  the  King  of  Grand  Tartary  and 
betook  horfe,  pafied  through  the  camp 
incognito,  returned  to  the  city,  and  went 
to  Schahzenan's  apartment.  They  had 
fcarce  placed  themfelves  in  the  fame 
window  where  the  King  of  Tartary  had 
feen  the  difguifed blacks  a&  their  fcene, 
but  the  fecret  gate  opened,  and  the  ful- 
tanefs  and  her  ladies  entered  the  garden 
with  the  blacks;  and  (he  having  called 
upon  Mafoud,  the  fuiran  faw  more  than 
enough  to  convince  him  plainly  of  his 
dilhonour  and  misfortune. 

*  O  heavens !'  cried  he,  '  what  in- 
'  dignity  !  what  horror  !  Can  the  wife 
'  of  a  fovereign,  fuch  as  I  am,  be  ca- 
*  pable  of  fo  infamous  an  a&ion? 


After  this,  let  no  prince  boaft  of  his 
being'   perfectly    happy! — Alas,  my 
brother!'    continued  he,    embracing 
he  King  of  Tartary,  *  let  us  both  re- 
nouncethe  world  :  honefty  is  banifhed 
out  of  it;   if  it  flatters   us  one  day, 
it  betrays  us  the  next!  Let  us  aban- 
don  our  dominions  and  grandeur  j 
let  us  go  into  foreign  countries, where 
we  may  lead  obfcure  lives,  and  con- 
ceal our  misfortunes  !'     Schahzenan 
did  not  at  all  approve  of  this  refolu- 
tion;  but  did  not  think  fit  to  contradift 
Schahriar  in  the   heat  of  his   paffion. 
Dear  brother,'   faid  he,    '  your  will 
lhall  be  mine  j  I  am  ready  to  follow 
you  whither  you  pleafe  :  but  promife 
me  that  you  will  return  if  we  caa 
meet  with  any  one  that  is  more  un- 
happy than  ourfelves.'— '  I  agree  to 
it,'  faid  the  fultan;  '  but  doubt  much 
whether  we  fhall.'  —  *  I  am  not  of 
your  mind  in  this,'  replied  the  King 
of  Tartary  j    *  I  fancy  our   journey 
'  will  be  but  fhort.'  Having  faid  thus, 
they  went  fecretly  out  of  the  palace  by 
another  way  than  they  came.     They 
travelled  as  long  as  it  was  day,  and  lay 
the   firft   night  under   the  trees  ;  and 
getting  up  about  break  of  day,  they 
went  on  till  they  came  to  a  fine  mea- 
dow upon  the  bank  of  the  fea;  in  which 
meadow  there  were  tufts  of  great  trees 
at  fome  diftance    from    one    another. 
They  fat  down  under  thofe  trees  to  reft 
and  refrefh  themfelves;  and  the  chief 
fubjecl  of  their  converfation  was  the 
lewdnefs  of  their  wives. 

They  had  not  fat  long,  before  they 
heard  a  frightful  noife,  and  a  terrible 
cry  from  the  fea,  which  filled  them  witU 
fear;  then  the  fea  opening,  there  arofe 
up  a  thing  like  a  great  black  calumn, 
which  reached  almoft  to  the  clouds  : 
this  redoubled  their  fear,  made  them 
rife  fpeedily,  and  climb  up  into  a  tree 
to  hide  themfelves.  They  had  fcarce 
got  up,  when,  looking  to  the  place  from 
whence  the  noife  came,  and  where  the 
fea  opened,  they  obferved  that  the  black 
column  advanced,  winding  about  to- 
wards the  more,  and  cleaving  the  water 
before  it.  They  could  not  at  firft  think 
what  it  could  be;  but  in  a  little  time 
they  found  that  it  was  one  of  thofe  ma- 
lignant Genii  who  are  mortal  enemies 
to  mankind,  and  always  doing  them 
mifchief.  He  was  black,  frightful, 
had  the  ihape  of  a  giant  of  a  prodigious 
ftature,  and  carried  on  his  head  a  great 
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ghfsbox,  which  (hut  with  four  locks  of 
fine  fteel :  he  entered  the  meadow  with 
his  burden,  which  he  laid  dowti  juft  at 
the   foot  of  the  tree  where   the   two 
princes  were,  who  looked  upon  them- 
ielvesto  be  dead  men.  Meanwhile,  the 
Genius  fat  down  by  his  box,  and  open  - 
ing  it  with  four  keys  that  he  had  at  his 
girdle,  there  came  out  a  lady  magni- 
ficently apparelled,  of  a  majeftick  fta- 
ture,    and  a  compleat  beauty.      The 
monfter  made  her  fit  down  by  him;  and, 
eyeing   her  with  an  amorous   look — 
Lady,'  faid  he,  '  nay,  moft  accom- 
pliflied  of  all  ladies  who  are  admired 
for  their  beauty,  my  charming  mif- 
trefs,  whom  I  carried  off  on  your 
wedding-day,  and  have  loved  fo  con- 
ftantly  ever  fmce,  let  me  deep  a  few 
moments  by  you;  for  I  found  myfelf 
fo  very  fleepy,  that  I  came  to  this 
place  to  take  a  little  reft.'     Having 
fpoke  thus,  he  laid  down  his  huge  head 
vpon  the  lady's  knees;  and  ftretching 
out  his  legs,  which  reached  as  far  as  the 
fea,  he  fell  afleep,  and  fnored  fo  that  he 
made  the  banks  to  echo  again. 

The  lady  happening  at  the  fame  time 
to  look  up  to  the  tree,  law  the  two 
princes,  and  made  a  fign  to  them  with 
her  hand  to  come  down  without  making 
any  noife.  Their  fear  was  extraor- 
dinary when  they  found  themfelves 
difcovered,  and  they  prayed  the  lady, 
by  other  figns,  toexcufe  them;  but  /he, 
after  having  laid  the  monger's  head 
foftly  down,  rofc  up  and  fpoke  to  them, 
with  a  low,  but  quick  voice,  to  come 
down  to  her,  for  fhe  would  take  no  den  ial . 
They  made  figns  to  her  that  they  were 
afraid  of  the  Genius,  and  would  fain 
have  been  excufed.  Upon  which  (lie 
ordered  them  to  come  down,  and  if 
they  did  not  make  hafte,  threatened  to 
awake  the  giant,  and  bid  him  kill 
them. 

Thefe  words  fo  much  intimidated 
the  princes,  that  they  began  to  come 
down  with  all  pofli'ole  precautions,  left 
they  mould  awake  the  Genius.  When 
they  came  down,  the  lady  took  them 
by  the  hand;  and,  going  a  little  farther 
with  them  under  the  trees,  made  a  very 
•urgent  propofal  to  them.  At  firft  they 
rejected  it;  but  (he  obliged  them  to  ac- 
cept it  by  her  threats.  Havingobtain- 
edwhat  me  defired,  (he  perceived  that 
each  ef  them  had  a  ring  on  his  finger, 
which  (lie  demanded  of  them.  As  foon 
as  (he  received  them,  (he  went  and  took 


a  box  out  of  the  bundle  where  her  toi- 
let was,  pulled  out  a  ftring  of  other 
rings  of  all  forts,   which  me   (hewed 
them,    and   afked  them  if  they  knew 
what  thofe  jewels  meant.     '  No,'  faid 
they;  '  we  hope  you  will  be  pleafed  to 
tell  us.' — «  Thefe  are,'  replied  (he, 
the  rings  of  all  the  men  to  whom  I 
have  granted  my  favour.     They  are 
full  fourfcore  and  eighteen  of  them, 
which  I  keep  as  tokens  to  remember 
them;  and  I  afked  yours  for  the  fame  . 
reafon,  to  make  up  my  hundred.    So 
that,'  continued  (he,  '  I  have  had  an 
hundred  gallants   already,  notwith- 
(landing  the  vigilance  of  this  wicked 
Genius,  who  never  leaves  me.     He 
is  much  the  nearer  for  locking  me  up 
inthisglaf&box,  and  hiding  me  in  the 
bottom  of  the  fea;  I  eafily  cheat  him 
notwithftandingall  his  care.  You  may 
fee  by  this,  that  when  a  woman  has 
formed  a  project,  there  is  no  hufband 
or  gallant  that  can  hinder  her  putting 
it  in  execution.     Men  had  better  not 
put  their  wives  under  fuch  reftraint, 
if  they  have  a  mind  they  fhouki  be 
chafte.'     Having  fpoke  thus  to  them, 
(he  put  their  rings  upon  the  fame  ftring 
with  the  reft;  and  fitting  her  down  by 
the  monfter,  as  before,  laid   his  head 
again  upon  her  lap,  and  made  a  fign  for 
the  princes  to  be  gone. 

They   returned  immediately  by  the 
fame  way  they  came;  and  when  they 
were-CHit  of  fight  of  the  lady  and  the 
Genius,    Schahriar   faid    to  Schahze- 
nan— -'  Well,  brother,    what   do    you 
think  of  this  adventure?  Has  not  the 
Genius  a  very  faithful  miftrefs?  And 
do  not   you  agree  that  there  is  no 
wickednefs  equal  to  thatof  women .?* 
— '  Yes,  brother,'  anfwered  the  King  of 
Great  Tartary;    '  and  you  muft   alfo 
agree,  that  the  monfter  is  more  un- 
fortunate,   and  has  more  reafon    to 
complain,  than  we:  therefore,  iince 
we  have  found  what  we  fought  for, 
let  us  return  to  our  dominions,  and 
think  of  marrying  again.     For  my 
part,  I  know  a  method   by  which  I 
hope   to   keep   inviolable   the   faith 
that  any  wife  (hall  plight  to  me.     I 
will  fay  no  more  at  prelent,  but  you 
will  hear  of  it  in  a  little  time;  and  I 
am  fure  you  will  follow  my  example.' 
The   fultan  agreed    with  his  brother; 
and,  continuing  their  journey,  they  ar- 
rived in  the  carnp  the  third,  night  after 
they  left  itt 

The 


ARABIAN  NIGHTS  ENTERTAINMENTS. 


The  news  of  the  fultan's  return  be- 
ing fpread,  the  courtiers  came  betimes 
jn  the  morning  before  his  pavilion,  to 
wait  on  him.  He  ordered  them  to  en- 
ter, received  them  with  a  more  pleafant 
air  than  formerly,  and  gave  each  of 
them  a  gratification.  After  which,  he 
told  them  he  would  go  no  farther,  or- 
dered them  to  take  horfe,  and  returned 
fpeedily  to  his  palace. 

As  foon  as  ever  he  arrived,  he  ran  to 
the  fultanefs's  apartment,  commanded 
bertobe  bound  beforehim,  and  deliver- 
ed her  to  his  grand  vizier,  with  an  order 
to  ftrangle  her;  which  was  accordingly 
executed  by  that  minifter,  without  en- 
quiring into  her  crime.  The  enraged 
prince  did  not  ftop  here,  but  cut  off  the 
heads  of  all  the  fultanefs's  ladies  with 
his  own  hand.  After  this  rigorous  pu- 
tufhment,  being  perfuaded  that  no  wo- 
man was  chafte,  he  refolved,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  difloyalty  of  fuch  as  he 
fhould  afterwards  marry,  to  wed  one 
every  night,  and  have  her  ftrangled 
next  morning.  Having  impofed  this 
cruel  law  upon  himfelf,  he  (wore  that 
he  would  obferve  it  immediately  after 
the  departure  of  the  King  of  Tartary, 
who  fpeedily  took,  leave  of  him;  and 
being  laden  with  magnificent  prelents, 
fet  forward  on  his  journey. 

Schahzenan  being  gone,  Schahriar 
ordered  his  grand  vizier  to  bring  him 
the  daughter  of  one  of  his  generals. 
The  vizier  obeyed;  thefultan  lay  with 
her;  and,  putting  her  next  morning 
into  his  hands  again,  in  order  to  be 
ttrangled,  commanded  him  to  get  him 
another  next  night.  Whatever  reluc- 
tance the  vizier  had  to  put  fuch  orders 
in  execution,  as  he  owed  blind  obe- 
dience to  the  fultan  his  matter,  he  was 
forced  to  fubmit.  He  then  brought 
him  the  daughter  of  a  fubaltern,  whom 
he  allb  cut  off  next  day.  After  her  he 
brought  a  citizen's  daughter;  and,  in  a 
word,  there  was  every  day  a  maid  mar- 
ried, and  a  wife  murdered. 

The  rumour  of  this  unparalleled  bar* 
barity  occafioned  a  general  confterna- 
tion  in  the  city,  where  there  was  no- 
thing but  crying  and  lamentation: 
here  a  father  in  tears,  and  inconfolable 
for  the  lofs  of  his  daughter;  and  there 
tender  mothers  dreading  left  theiis 
fliould  (hare  the  fame  fate,  and  making 
the  air  torefound  beforehand  with  their 
fhrieks.  So  that,  inftead  of  the  com- 
mendations and  blcflings  which  the 


fultan  had  hitherto  received  from  his 
fubjefts,  their  mouths  were  now  filled 
with  imprecations  againft  him. 

The  grand  vizier,  who,  as  has  been 
already  faid,  was  the  executioner  of 
this  horrid  injuftice  againft  his  will, 
had  two  daughters,  the  eldeft  called 
Scheherazade,  and  theyoungeft  Dinar- 
zade:  the  latter  was  a  lady  of  very  great 
merit;  but  the  elder  had  courage,  wit, 
and  penetration,  infinitely  above  her 
lex;  (he  had  read  abundance,  and  had 
fuch  a  prodigious  memory,  that  me  ne- 
ver forgot  any  thing.  She  had  fuc- 
cefsfully  applied  herfelf  to  philofophy, 
phyfick,  hiftory,  and  the  liberal  arts; 
and,  for  verfe,  exceeded  the  beft  poets  of 
her  time:  befides  this,  (he  was  a  perfect 
beauty;  and  all  her  fine  qualifications 
were  crowned  by  folid  virtue. 

The  vizier paflionately  loved  a  daugh- 
ter fo  worthy  of  his  tender  affeclion; 
but  one  day,  as  they  were  difcourfmg 
together,  (he  faid  to  him — «  Father,  I 
have  one  favour  to  beg  of  you,  and 
moll  humbly  pray  you  to  grant  it  me.* 
— '  I  will  notrefufe.it,'  anfwered  he, 
provided  it  be  juft  and  reafonable.'— 
For  the  juftice  of  it,1  faid  (he,  *  there 
can  be  no  queftion;  and  you  may- 
judge  of  it  by  the  motive  which  oblige* 
me  to  demand  it  of  you.  I  have  a 
delign  to  ftop  the  courfe  of  that  bar- 
barity which  the  fultan  exercifes  upon 
the  families  of  this  city;  I  would 
difpel  thofe  unjuft  fears  which  fo 
many  mothers  have  of  lofing  their 
daughters  in  fuch  a  fatal  manner.'— 
Your  defign,  daughter,'  replied  the 
vizier,  '  is  very  commendable;  but  the 
difeafe  you  would  remedy,  to  me  feems 
incurable:  how  do  you  pretend  to  ef- 
ftftit?'— «  Father/  faid  Schehera- 
zade, <  fince  by  your  means  the  fultan 
makes  every  day  a  new  marriage,  I 
conjure  you,  by  the  tender  affeclion 
you  bear  to  me,  to  procure  me  the  ho- 
nour of  his  bed.'  The  vizier  could 
not  hear  this  without  horror.  '  O  Hea- 
ven !'  replied  he  in  a  paffion,  *  have 
you  loft  your  fenfes,  daughter,  that 
you  make  fuch  a  dangerous  requeft 
to  me?  You  know  the  (ultan  has 
fworn  by  his  foul  that  he  will  never 
lie  above  one  night  with  the  fame  wo- 
man, but  will  order  her  to  be  killed 
the  next  morning:  and  would  you 
that  1  (hould  propofe  you  to  him  ? 
Pray,  confider  well  tx>  what  your  iti- 
difcreet  zeal  will  exptjfe  you.' — '  Yes, 
•  dear 
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'  dear  father,'  replied  the  virtuous 
daughter;  '  I  know  the  i  ifque  I  run :  but 
«  that  does  not  frighten  me  ;  if  I  pe- 
'  rifti,  my  death  will  be  glorious}  and 

*  if  I  fucceed,  I  (hall  do  my  country 
'  an  important  piece  of  fervice." — 'No, 
'  no,'  faid  the  vizier;  '  whatever  you 

*  can  reprefent  to  engage  me  to  let  you 
'  throw  yourfelf  into  that  horrible  dan- 

*  ger,  do  not   think  that  ever  I  will 

*  agree  to  it.     When,  the  Ail  tan  fliall 
'  order  me  to  ftrike  my   poniard  into 

*  your  heart,   alas  !  I  muit  obey  him: 
'  and  what  a  difmal  employment  is  that 

*  for  a  father  !  Ah  !   if  you  do  not  fear 

*  death,  yet  at  leaft  be  afraid  of  occa- 

*  Honing  me  the  mortal  grief  of  feeing 
'  my  hand  ftained   with  your  blood.' 
— *  Once  more,  father,'  faid  Schehera- 
zade, *  grant  me  the  favour  I  beg." — 
'  Your  ftubbornnefs,'    replied  the  vi- 
zier, '  will  make  me  angry;  why  will 
'  you   run    headlong    to    your    ruin  ? 

*  They  that  do  not  forelee  the  end  of  a 
'  dangerous  enterprize,  can  never  bring 

*  it  to  a  happy  iffue.     I  am  afraid  the 
e  fame  thing  will  happen  to  you  that 

*  happened  the  afs,  which  was  well,  and 
'  could  not  keep  hirnfelf  ib.' — *  What 
4  misfortune  befel   the    afs?'    replied 
Scheherazade.     *  I  will  tell  it   you/ 
faid  the  vizier,  '  if  you  will  hear  me/ 


FABLE. 

THE  ASS,  THE  OX,  AND  THE  LA- 
BOURER. 

*  A    Very  rich  merchant  had  feveral 
•^  *  country  houfes,  where  he  had 
abundance  of  cattle  of  all  forts.     He 
went  with  his  wife  and  family  to  one 
of  thofe  eftates,  in  order  to  improve 
it  himfelf.    He  had  the  gift  of  under- 
ftanding  the  language  of  beaits,  but 
with  this  condition,   that  he  mould 
interpret    it   to  nobody  on   pain  of 
death;   and  this  hindered   him  from 
communicating   to    others    what  he 
learned  by  means  of  this  gift. 

«  He  had,  in  the  fame  ftall,  an  ox  and 

an  afs;  and  one  day,  as  he  fat  near 

them,  and  diverted  himfelf  to  fee  his 

children  play  about  him,  he  heard  the 

ox  fay  to  the  afs — "  Sprightly,  O 

'  how  happy  do  I  think  you,  when  I 

{  confu'er  the  eafe  you  enjoy,  and  the 

*  little  labour  that  is  required  of  you! 
"•You  are  carefully  rubbed  down  and 


"  warned;  you  have  well  drefled  corn, 
"  and  frefh  clean  water.  Yourgreateft 
"  bufmefs  is  to  carry  the  merchant,  our 
"  mutter,  when  he  has  any  little  jour- 
"'  ney  to  make;  and  were  it  not  for  that, 
'  you  would  be  perfectly  idle.  I  am 
'  treated  in  a  quite  different  manner, 
'  and  my  condition  is  as  unfortunate 
'  as  yours  is  pleafant.  It  is  fcarce 
'  day-light  when  I  am  fattened  to  a 
'  plough,  and  there  they  make  me  work 
c  tijl  night,  to  till  up  the  ground j 
'  which  fatigues  me  fo,  that  fometimes 
'  my  ftrength  fails  me.  Befides,  the 

*  labourer,  who  is  always  behind  me, 

*  beats  me  continually.     By  drawing 
c  the  plough,  my  tail  is  all  flayed;  and, 
1  in  fhort,  after  having  laboured  from 

*  morn  ing  til  lnight,when  I  am  brought 
c  in,  they  give  me  nothing  to  eat  but 
«  forry  dry   beans,    not   fo   much  as 
'  cleanfed  from  fand,  or  other  things 
{  as  pernicious;  and,  to  heighten  my 

mifery,  when  I  have  filled  my  belly 

'  with  fuch  ordinary  fluff,  I  am  forced 

'  to  lie  all  night  in  my  own  dung:  fo 

that  you  fee  I  have  reafon  to  envy 

'  your  lot." 

*  The  afs  did  not  interrupt  the  ox 
till  he  had  faid  all  that  he  had  a  mind 
to  fay;  but  when  he  had  made  an  end, 
anfwered— - "  They  that  call  you  a 
foolifh  beaft,  do  not  lye:  you  are  too 
fimplej  you  let  them  carry  you  whi- 
ther they  pleafe,  and  fhew  no  manner 
of  refolution.  In  the  mean  time, 
what  advantage  do  you  reap  by  the 
indignities  you  fuffer?  You  kill 
yourfelf  for  the  eafe,  pleafure,  and 
profit  of  thofe  that  give  you  no  thanks 
for  fo  doing.  But  they  would  not 
treat  you  fo  if  you  had  as  much  cou- 
rage as  ftrength, 

"  When  they  come  to  faften  you  to 
the  ftall,  why  do  you  not  make  re- 
fiftance?  Why  do  you  not  ftrike 
them  with  your  horns;  and  /hew  that 
you  are  angry  by  ftriking  your  foot 
againft  the  ground  ?  And,  in  fhort, 
why  do  you  not  frighten  them  by 
bellowing  aloud  ?  Nature  has  fur- 
nifhed  you  with  means  to  procure 
you  refpecl,  but  you  do  not  makeufe 
of  them.  They  bring  you  forry 
beans  and  bad  ftraw ;  eat  none  of 
then);  only  fmell  to  them,  and  leave 
them.  If  you  follow  the  advice  I 
give  you,  you  will  quickly  find  a 
change,  for  which  you  will  thank 
me."  The  ox  took  the  afs's  advice 
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in  very  good  part,  and  owned  he  was 

very    much   obliged  to  him   for  it. 

Dear  Sprightly,"  added  he,  "  I  will 

not  fail  to  do  all  that  you  have  faid, 

'  and  you  fh-ill  fee  how  I  will  acquit 

myfelf."  They  held  their  peace  after 

this  difcourfe,  of  which  the  merchafit 

heard  every  word. 

'  Next  morning;  betimes,  thelabourer 
came  to  take  the  ox;  he  fattened  him 
to  the  plough,  and  carried  him  to  his 
ordinary  work.  The  ox,  who  had 
not  forgot  the  afs's  counlel,  was  very 
troublefome  and  untowardly  all  that 
day;  and  in  the  evening,  when  the 
labourer  brought  him  back  to  the 
(tall,  and  began  to  fallen  him  to  it, 
the  malicious  beait,  inftead  of  pre- 
fenting  his  horns  willingly  as  he  ufed 
to  do,  was  reltive,  and  went  back- 
ward bellowing;  and  then  made  at 
the  labourer  as  it  he  would  have  pufli- 
ed  him  with  his  horns:  in  a  word,  he 
did  all  that  the  afs  advifed  him  to. 
Next  day  the  labourer  came  as  ufual 
to  take  the  ox  to  his  labour;  but  find- 
ing the  ftall  full  of  beans,  the  ftraw 
that  he  put  in  it  the  night  before  not 
touched,  and  the  ox  lying  on  the 
ground  with  his  legs  ftretched  out, 
and  panting  in  a  ftrane  manner,  he 


"  this  misfortune  upon  myfelf:  Hived 
"  happily,  every  thing  i'miled  upon 
"  me;  I  had  all  I  could  wifh;  it  is  my 
"  own  fault  that  I  am  brought  to  this 
'*  miferable  condition;  and  if  I  cannot 
"  contrive  jbme  way  to  get  out  of  it,  I 
"  am  certainly  undone."  And  as  he 
'  fpoke  thus,  his  ftrength  was  fo  much 

*  exhaufted,  that  he  fell  down  at  his 
«  ftall  as  if  he  had  been  half  dead.1 

Here  she  grand  vizier  addrelTed  him- 
felf  to  Scheherazade, and  faid — « Daugh* 
'  ter,  you  do  juil  like  the  afs;  you  will 
'  expofe  your  lei f  to  deftru&ion  by  your 

*  falfe  prudence.     Take  uiy  advice;  be 

*  eafy,  and  do  not  take  fuch  meafures 
'  aswill  haften  your  death.' — '  Father,' 
replied  Scheherazade,  *  the  example  you 

*  bring  me  is  not  capable  of  making  me 
'  change  my  refolution ;  I  will   never 

*  ceale  importuning  you  until  you  pre- 

*  fent  me  to  the  fultanto  be  his  bride.' 
The  vizier,  perceiving  that  (he  perill- 
ed in    her  demand,    replied — '  Alas, 

*  then!   fi nee  you  will  continue  obfti- 
'   nate,  I  (hall  be  obliged  to  treat  you 
'  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  merchant 

*  I  named  juft  now  treated  his  wife  a 

*  little  time  after. 

*  The  merchant  understanding  that 
1  the  als  was  in  a  lamentable  condition, 


believed  him  to  be  lick,   pitied  him>    v*  was  curious  to  know  what  paflcd  be- 


and  thinking  that  it  was  not  proper  to 
carry  him  to  work,  went  iui medi- 
ately and  acquainted  the  merchant 
with  it;  who,  perceiving  that  the  ox 
bad  followed  tlie  milchievous  ad- 
vice of  the  afs,  whom  he  thought  fit 
to  punifh  for  it,  ordered  the  labourer 
to  go  and  put  the  als  in  the  ox's  place, 
and  to  be  fare  to  work  him  hard. 
The  labourer  did  fo;  the  afs  was 
forced  to  draw  the  plough  all  that 
day,  which  fatigued  him  fo  much 
the  more,  as  he  was  not  accuftomed 
to  that  fort  of  labour;  befules,  he  had 
been  fo  foundly  beat,  that  he  could 
fcarce  ftand  when  he  came  back. 
*  Meanwhile,  the  ox  was  mightily 
pleafed;  he  eat  up  all  that  was  in  his 
ftall,  and  relied  himfelf  the  whole 
day.  He  was  glad  at  the  heart  that 
he  had  followed  the  afs's  advice, 
blefled  him  a  thoufaud  times  for  it, 
and  did  not  fail  to  compliment  him 
upon  it  when  he  faw  him  come  back. 
The  afs  anlwered  not  one  word,  fo 
vexed  was  he  at  being  fo  ill  treated; 
but  faid  within  himfelf — "  It  is  by 
*  my  own  imprudence  I  have  brought 


twixt  him  and  the  ox;   therefore,  af- 
ter   flipper,   he  went  out  by    moon- 
1  light,  and  iat  down  by  them,  his  wife 

*  bearing  him  company.     When  lie  ar- 

*  rived,  he  heard  the  afs  fay  to  the  ox. 
— "   Comrade,    tell    me,   I  pray    you, 
"  what  you    intend  to  do  to-morrow 
"  when  thelabourer  brings  you  meat  ?'* 
— "   What   will   I   do!"  laid  the  ox; 
"   I  will  continue  to  do  as  you  taught 
"me;    I  will  go  off  from    him,   and 
*'  threaten  him  with  my  horns,  as  I  did 
"  yelterday;  I  will  feign  mylclf  to  be 
*'-   lick,  and  juft  ready  ro  die.'" — «  ]>e- 
"   ware  of  that,'1    replied  the  afs  ;  "it 
"   will  ruin  you:  for  as  I  came  home 
"  this  eveumg,  I  heard  the  merchant, 
"  our  mailer,  fay  fomething  that  makes 
"  me    tremble    for   you.1'' — "    Alas! 
"  what  did    you   hear  ?"  faid   the  ox, 

As  you  love  me, 'hide  nothing  from 
me,  my  dear  Sprightly.51 — !'  Our 
matter,"  replied  the  uis,  "  ufed  rhefe 
fad  exprellions  to, <  the  labourer: 
Since  the  ox  does  not  eat,  and  is  not 
able  to  work,  I  would  have  him  kill- 
ed to-morrow;  and  we  will  give  his 
flefli  as  an  alms  to  thepoor>  for  God's 
C  *<  fake  i 
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t(  fake:  as  for  his  (kin,  that  will  be  of 
"  ufe  tous,  and  I  would  have  yon  give 
"  it  the  currier  to  drefs;  therefore  do 
"  not  fail,  but  fend  for  the  butcher." 
«'  This  is  what  I  had  to  tell  you,"  faid 
'  the  afs.  "  The  concern  I  have  for 
"  your  prefervation,  and  my  fiiend- 
*'  (hip  for  you,  obliged  me  to  let  you 
"  know  it,  and  to  give  you  new  adr 
"  vice,  As  foon  as  they  bring  you  your 
*'  bran  and  ftraw,  rife  up  and  eat  hear- 
"  tily.  Our  matter  will  by  this  think 
"  that  you  are  cured,  and  no  doubt 
"  will  recal  his  orders  for  killing  you; 
"  whereas,  if  you  do  otherwife,  you 
«'  are  certainly  gone.'' 

'  This  difcourfe  had  the  effeft  which 
'  the  afs  defigned;  the  ox  was  ftrange- 
'  ly  troubltd  at  it,  and  bellowed  out 

*  for  fear.     The  merchant,  who  heard 
'  the  dilcourfe  very  attentively,  fell  in- 
<  to  fuch  a  fit  of  laughter,  that  his  wife 

*  was  furprized  at  it, and  laid — "  Pray, 
tl  hufband,  tell  me  what  you  laugh  at 
"  fo  heartily,  that  I  may  laugh  with 
«<  you." — "  Wife/'   faid  he,    "  you 
*'   muft  content  yourfelf  with  hearing 
"  me    laugh.'' — "  No,"  replied    (hej 
"  I  will  know  the  reafon. " — "  I  can- 
<*  not  give  you  that  fatisfaftion,"  an- 
«  fwered  he;  "  but  only  that  I  laugh  at 
*'  what  our  afs  juft  now  faid  to  our 
«'  ox.     The  reft  is  a  fecret,  which  I 
«{  am  not  allowed  to  reveal." — "  And 
*'  what  hinders  yon  from  revealing  the 
«»  fecret?"  faid  (he.    "  If  I  tell  you," 

*  anfweredhe,  "it  will  coftmemy  life." 
r— "  You  only  jeer  me,1'  cried  his  wife  j 
'*  what  you  tell  me  now   cannot   be 
"  true.     If  you  do  not  fatisfy  me  pre- 
<c  fently,  what  you  laugh  at,  and* tell 
'<  rne  what  the  ox  and  afs  faid  to  one 
*{  another,  I  fwear  by  Heaven  that  you 
"  and  I  (hall  never  bed  togetheragain!" 

'  Having  i'poke  thus,  (he  went  into 
the  houfe  in  a  great  fret;  and,  fetting 
herfeifin  the  corner,  cried  there  all 
night.     Her  hufband  lay  alone;  and 
finding  next  morning  that  fne  conti- 
nued in  the  fame  humour,  told  her, 
(he  was  a  very  foolim  woman  to  af- 
fiift  herfelf  in  that  manner;  the  thing 
was  not  worth  fo  much;  and  that  it 
.ied  her  as  little  to  know  the 
matter,  a?  it  concerned  him  much  to 
krrp  it  itcret:   '.'.  Therefore  1  conjure 
you  to  think  no  more  of  it." — "  I 
«  (hall  dill  think  fo  much  of  it,"  faid 
'  (lie,   f  as  never  to  forbear  weeping 
**  till  you  havefatisficdroy  curio(ity." 


— "  But  I  tell  you  very  ferioufly,''  re- 
'  plied  he,  "  that  it  will  coft  me  my 
"  lifey  if  I  yield  to  your  indiicretion.'* 
— "  Let  what  will  happen, "faid  (he,  <'I 
*'  do  infift  upon  it!" — "  I  perceive," 
'  faid  the  merchant,  '*  that  it  is  im- 
"  poffible  to  bring  you  to  reafon;  and 
"  fmce  I  forefee  that  you  will  occafiori 
"  your  own  death  by  your  obftinacy, 
*'  I  will  call  in  your  children,  that  they 
et  may  fee  you  before  you  die."  Ac- 
'  cordingly  he  called  for  them,  airdfent 

*  for  her  father  and  mother,  and  other 
'  relations.     W-hen    they   were  come, 
'  and  heard  the  reafon  of  their  being 

*  called  for,  they  did  all  they  could  to 

*  convince herthatftiewasin thewrongj 

*  but  to  no  purpofej  (he  told  them  (he 
«  would  rather  die  than  yield  that  point 

*  to  her  hufband.     Her  father  and  mo- 
'  ther  fpoke  to  her  by  herfelf,  and  told 
8  her  that  what  (he  denied  to  know  was 

*  of  no  importance  to  her;  but  they 

*  could  gain  nothing  upon  her,  either 

*  by    their    authority    or    entreaties. 

*  When  her  children  faw  that  nothing 

*  would  prevail  to  bring  her  out  of  that 

*  fullen    temper,   they   wept   bitterly; 
'  the  merchant  himfelf  was  like  a  man. 
'  out  of  his  fenfes;  and  was  almoft  rea- 
'  dy  to  rifque  his  own  life  to  lave  that 
f  of  his  wife,  whom  he  loved  dearly. ' 

*  Now,  my  daughter,'  faid  the  vi- 
jsier  to  Scheherazade,  *  this  merchant 
'  had  fifty  hens  and  a  cock;  with  a 
f  dog,  that  gave  good  heed  to  all  that 

*  paffed:  and  while  the  merchant  was 
'  fet  down,  as  I  faid,  and  confidering 
'  what  he  had  beft  to  do,  he  faw  his 

*  dog  run  towards  the  cock  as  he  was 
«  treading  a  hen,  and  heard  him  fpeak 
'  to  him  thus  :   «  Cock,"  faid  he,  »  I 
"  am  fure  Heaven  will  not  let  you  live 
"  long;  are  you  not  amamed   to   do 
"  that  thingto-day?"  The  cock  ftand- 

*  ing  up  on  tiptoe,  anfwered  the  dog" 

*  fiercely — "    And    why,"     faid     he, 
"  (hould  I  not  do  it  to  day  as  well  ai 
"  other  days?1'  "  If  you  do  notknow," 
'  replied  the  dog,   «'«  then  I   tell  you, 
"   that  this  day  our  mafter  is  in  great 
"  perplexity.     His   wife  would  have 
**  him  reveal  a  fecret,  which  is  of  fuch 
f  a  nature,  that  it  will  coil  him  his  life 
"   if  he  does  it.     Things  are  come  to 
*'  that  pafs,  that  it  is  to  be  feared  he 
'<  will  fcarcely  have  refolution  enough 
"   to  refift  his  wife's  obftinacy;  for  he 
"   loves  her,  and  is  affe&ed  with  the 
f  tears  that  /he  continually  (hedsj  and 

«'  perhaps 
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cc  perhaps  it  may  cofl  him  his  life:  we 
"  are  all  alarmed  at  itj  and  you  only 
"  infult  our  melancholy,  thus  impu- 
"  dently  to  divert  yourfelf  with  your 
'«  hens." 

*  The  cock  anfwered  the  dog's  re- 
*  proof  thus  :    "  What,  has  our  mafter 
"   fo  little,  fenfe?  He  has  but  one  wife, 
*'  and  cannot  govern  her;  and,  though 
"  I  have  fifty,    I   make  them   all  do 
"  what  I  pie-die.     Let   him   make  ufe 
"  of  hisreafon,  he  will  fpeedily  find  a 
"  way  to  rid  himfelf  of  his  trouble." 
—•"How!" faid  the  dog;  "  what  would 
"  you  have  him  do?" — "  Let  him  go 
into  the  room  where  his  wife  is," 
faid  the  cock,  t(  lock  the  door,  and 
take  a  good  ftick  and  thrafh  her  well; 
and,  I  will  anfwer  for  it,  that  will 
bring  her  to  her  right  wits,  and  make 
her  forbear  to  afk  him  any  more  what 
he  ought  not  to  tell  her."  The  mer- 
chant had  no  (boner  heard  what  the 
cock  faid,  but  he  took  up  a  good  ftick, 
went  to  his  wife,  whom  he  found  ftill 
crying,  and,    (hutting  the  door,  be- 
laboured   her   fo   foundly,    that    (he 
cried  out — '*  It  is  enough,  hufband! 
c  it  is  enough!  Let   me  alone,  and  I 
<  will  never  afk  the  queftion   more." 
Upon  this,  perceiving  that  (he  repent- 
ed of  her  impertinent  curiofity,  he 
forbore  drubbing  her  ;  and,  opening 
the  door,  her  friends  came  in,  were 
glad  to  find  her  cured  of  her  obfti- 
nacy,  and  complimented  her  huiband 
upon  this   happy  expedient  to  bring 
his  wife  to  realon.    Daugher,'  added 
he  grand  vizier,  '  you  deferve  to  be 
treated  as  the  merchant   treated  his 
wife.' 

«  Father,1   replied  Scheherazade,  'I 
beg  you  wouid  not  take  it  ill  that  I 
perfift  in  my  opinion.     I  am  nothing 
moved  by  the  ttory  of  that  woman.  I 
can  tell  you  abundance  of  others,  to 
perfuade  you  that  you  ought  not  to 
oppofe  my  defign.     Befides,  pardon 
me  for  declaring  to  you,  that  your 
oppofmg  me  would  be  in  vain;  for  if 
your  paternal  affeftion  (hould  hinder 
you  to  grant  my  requeft,  I  would  go 
and  offer  myfelf  to  the  fultan.'     In 
(hort,  the  father  being  overcome  by  the 
refolution  of  his  daughter,  yielded  to 
her  importunity;   and,  though  he  was 
very  much  grieved  that  he  could  not  di- 
vert her  from  fuch  a  fatal  refolution,  he 
went  that  minute  to  acquaint  the  ful- 
tan, that  next  night  he  would  bring 
him  Scheherazade. 


The  fultan  was  much  furprlzed  at 
the  facrifice   which    the   grand   vizier 
made  to  him.  '  How  could  you  refolve 
upon  it,'  faid  he,  '  to  bring  me  your 
own  daughter  ?' — «  Sir,'  ahfwered  the 
zier,   '  it  is  her  own  offer.     The  fad 
deftiny  which  attends  it  does  not  deter 
her;  (he  prefers  the  honour  of  being 
your  majefty's  wife  one  night,  to  her 
life.1 — '  But  do  not  miftake  yourfelf, 
vizier,'  fdid  the  fultan;  '  to  morrow, 
when  I  put  Scheherazade  into  your 
hands,  I  expect  you  mould  take  away 
her  life;  and  if  you  fail,  Ifwearthat 
yourfelf  (hall  die!' — c Sir,'rejoinedthe 
vizier,  '  my  heart,  without  doubt,  will 
be  full  of  grief  to  execute  your  com- 
mands; but  it  is  to  no   purpofe  for 
nature  to  murmur:  though  I  be  her 
father,  I  will  anfwer  for  the  fidelity 
of  my  hand  to    obey   your   order.' 
Schahriar  accepted  his  rninifter's  offer, 
and  told  him  he  might  bring  his  daugh- 
ter when  he  pleafed. 

The  grand  vizier  went  with  the  news 
to  Scheherazade,  who  received  it  with 
as  much  joy  as  if  it  had  been  the  molt 
agreeable  thing  in  the  world;  (lie  thank- 
ed her  father  lor  having  obliged  her  in 
fo  fenfible  a  manner;  and,  perceiving 
that  he  was  overwhelmed  with  grief, 
(he  told  him,  in  order  to  his  confola- 
tion,  that  (he  hoped  he  would  never  re- 
pent his  having  married  her  to  the  ful- 
tan; but  that,  on  the  contrary,  he  mould 
have  reafon  to  rejoice  at  it  all  his  days. 
All  her  bufinefs  was  to  put  herfelf 
in  a  condition  to  appear  before  the  ful- 
tan; but  before  (he  went,  (he  took  her 
fifter  Dinarzade  apart,  and  faid  to  her 
— '  My  dear  fifter,  I  have  need  of  your 
help  in  a  matter  of  very  great  import- 
ance, and  niu ft  pray  you  not  to  deny 
it  me.     My  father  is  going  to  carry 
me  to  the  fultan,  to  be  his  wife;  do 
not  let  this  frighten  you,  but  hear  me 
with  patience.    As  foon  as  I  am  with 
the  fuhan,  I  will  pray  him   to  al- 
low you  to  lie  in  the  bride-chamber, 
that!  may  enjoy  your  company  this 
one  night  more.     If  I  obtain  that  fa- 
vour, as  I  hope  to  do,  remember  to 
awake  me  to-morrow  an  hour  before 
day,  and  to  addrefs  me  in  thefe  or 
fome  fuch  words:  "  My  fifler,  if  you 
be  not  afleep,  I  pray  you  that,  till  day- 
break, which  will  be  very  fpeedily, 
you  will  tell  me  one  of  the  fine  (lories 
'  of  which  you  have  read  fo  many.'* 
Immediately  I  will  tell  you  one;  and 
I  hope  by  this  means  to  deliver' the 
C  a  «  city 
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'  city  from  the  confternation  they  are 
'  under  at  prefent.'  Dinarzade  aniwer- 
ed,  that  (he  would  obey  with  pleaiure 
what  (he  required  of  her. 

The  time  of  going  to  bed  being  come, 
the  grand  vizier  condufledScheherazade 
to  the  palace,  and  retired  after  having 
introduced  her  into  the  fnltan's  apart- 
ment.    As  foon  as  the  ftiltan  was  left 
alone  with  her,  he  ordered  her  to  un- 
cover her  face,  and  found  it  fo  beauti- 
ful, that  he  was  perfectly  charmed  with 
her;  and  perceiving  her  to  be  in  tears, 
sliced  her  the  reafon.     *  Shy  anfwered 
Scheherazade — «  I  have  a  fifter,  who 
loves  me  tenderly,  as  I  do  her;  and  I 
could  wifh  that  (he  might  be  allow- 
ed  to  be  all  night  in  this  chamber, 
that  I  might  fee  her,  and  bid  her  once 
more  adieu.     Will  you  be  pleafed  to 
allow  me  the  comfort  of  giving  her 
this  laft  teftimony  of  my  friendlhip?' 
Schabriar  having  confented  to  it,  Di- 
narzade was  fent  for,  who  camewith  all 
poffible  diligence.    The  fultan  went  to 
bed  with  Scheherazade  upon  an  alcove 
raifed  very  high,  according  to  the  cuf- 
tom  of  the  monarchs  of  the  eaft;  and 
Dinarzade  lay  in  a  bed  that  was  prepar- 
ed for  her,  near  the  foot  of  the  alcove. 
An  hour  before  day,  Dinarzade  be- 
ing awake,  failed  not  to  do  as  her  fif- 
ter had  ordered  her.    '  My  dear  filler,* 
cried  (lie,-  c  if  you  be  not  afleep,  I  pray 
that,  till  day-break,  which  will  be  in 
a  very  little  time,  you  will  tell  me  one 
ofthofe  pfeafant  (lories  you  have  read. 
Alas!  this  may,  perhaps,  be  the  laft 
time  that  ever  I  (hall  have  that  fatis- 
facYion!1 

Scheherazade,  inftead  of  anfwering 
her  fifter,  addrefled  herfelf  to  the  fultan 
thus :  *  Sir,  will  your  majefty  be  pleaf- 
*  cd  to  allow  me  to  give  my  filler  this 
«  fatisfaaion?'— «  With  all  my  heart,' 
anfwered  the  fultan.  Then  Schehera- 
zade bade  her  fifter  liften;  and  after- 
wards addrefling  herfelf  ro  Schahiiar, 
began  thus. 

NIGHT.    I. 

THE  MERCHANT  AND  THE  CENTOS. 

SIR, 

THERE  was  formerly  a  merchant 
who  had  a  great  efhte  in  lands, 
goods,  and  money.  He  had  abundance 
of  deputies,  fa&ors,  and  flaves.     He 
was  obliged  from  time  to  time  to  take 


journies,  and  talk  with  his  correfpond- 
ents;  and  one  day  being  under  a  ne- 
ceflity  of  going  a  long  journey,  about 
an  affair  of  importance,  he  took  horfe, 
and  put  a  portmanteau  behind  him, 
with  fome  bifcuits  and  dates,  becaufe 
he  had  a  great  defart  to  pafs  over  where 
he  could  have  no  manner  of  provifions. 
He  arrived  without  any  accidental  the 
end  of  his  journey;  and,  having  dif- 
patched  his  affairs,  took  horfe  again, 
in  order  to  return  home. 

The  fourth  day  of  his  journey,  he 
•was  fo  much  incommoded  by  the  heat 
of  the  fun,  and  the  reflection  of  that 
heat  from  the  earth,  that  he  turned  out 
of  the  road,  to  refrefh  himfelf  under 
fome  trees  that  he  faw  in  the  country. 
There  he  found,  at  the  foot  of  a  great 
walnut-tree,  a  fountain  of  very  clear 
running  water;  and,  alighting,  tied  his 
horfe  to  a  branch  of  the  tree:  then  fit- 
ting down  by  the  fountain,  he  took 
fome  bifcuits  and  dates  out  of  his  port- 
manteau; and,  as  he  eat  his  dates,  threw, 
the  fhells  about  on  both  fides  of  him. 
When  he  had  done  eating,  being  a  good 
Muflulman,  he  wafhed  his  hands,  his 
face,  and  his  feet,  and  faid  his  prayers. 
He  had  not  made  an  end,  but  was  (till 
on  his  knees,  when  he  law  a  Genius 
appear,  quite  white  with  age,  and  of  a 
monftrous  bulk;  who,  advancing  to- 
wards him  with  a  fcymetar  in  his  hand, 
fpoke  to  him  in  a  terrible  voice,  thus: 

*  Rife  up,  that  I  may  kill  thee  with  this 

*  fcymetar,  as  thou  haft  killed  my  fon!* 
And  accompanied  thefe  words  with  a 
frightful  cry.    The  merchant,  being  as 
much  frightened  at  the  hideous  fhapeof 
the  monfter,  as   at   thofe   threatening- 
words,  anfwered  him  trembling — *  A- 
'  las,  my  good  lord!  of  what  crime  can 
'  I  be  guilty  towards  you,  that   you 
«"  (hould  take  away  my  life?' — <  I  will,* 
replied  the  Genius,  «  kill  thee,  as  thou 

*  haft  killed  my  fon.' — *  O  Heaven!* 
faid  the  merchant,  «  how  fhould  I  kill 
'  your  fon?  I  did  not  know  hmi,  nor 
r  ever  faw    him.' — «  Did  you  not  fit 
«  down  when  you  came  hither?'  replied 
the  Genius:  '  did  you  not  take  dates 
'  out  of  your  portmanteau;  and,  as  you 
'  eat  them,  did  you  not  throw  the  fhells 
'  about  on  both  fides?' — '  I  did  all  that 
«  you  lay,'  anfwered  the  merchant;  « I 
'  cannot  deny  it.' — «  If  it  be  fo,'  re- 
plied the  Genius,  '  I  tell  thee  that  thou 

*  haftkilledmy  fon.  And  the  way  was 

*  thus;  when  you* threw  your  nmfhells 

*  about,, 
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'  about,  my  fon  was  paffing  by;  and 

*  you  threw  one  of  them  into  his  eye, 
«  which   killed  him.  Therefore  I  muft 
«  kill  thee!' — «  Ah,  my  lord!   pardon 

*  me!'  cried  the  merchant.     '  No  pnr- 
«  don/anfwered  theGenius;  '  no  iner- 

*  cy.   Is  it  not  juft  to  kill  him  whp  has 
«  killed  another  ?'— '  I  agree  to  it,'  faid 
the  merchant;  *  but  certainly  I   never 

*  killed  your  fon;  and  if  I  have,  it  was 
'  unknown  to  me,   and  I  did  it  inno- 
'  cently:  therefore  I  beg  you  to  pardon 

*  me,  and  to  fufFer  me  to  live/ — <  No, 
«  no!'  faid  the  Genius,  perilling  in  his 
resolution  j   « I  nuift  kill  thee,  (ince  thou 
«  haft  killed  my  fon.'   And  then,  tak- 
ing the  merchant  by  the  arm,  he  threw 
him  with   his   face  upon   the  ground, 
and  lifted  up  his  fcymetar  to  cut  off  his 
head. 

The  merchant,  all  in  tears,  protefted 
he  was  innocent,  bewailed  his  wife  and 
children,  and  ijpoke  to  the  Genius  in 
the  moft  moving  ex preffions  that  could 
be  uttered.  The  Genius,  with  his  fcy- 
metar ftill  lifted  up,  had  fo  much  pa- 
tience as  to  hear  the  wretch  make  an 
end  of  his  lamentations,  but  would  not 
relent.  *  All  this  whining/  faid  the 
monfter,  *  is  to  no  purpofe :  though 
'  you  (hould  fhed  tears  of  blood,  that 
'  (hall  not  hinder  me  from  killing  thee, 
'  as  thou  haft  killed  my  fon/ — c  Why!' 
replied  the  merchant,  *  can  nothing 

*  prevail    with  you?  Will   you  ablb- 

*  lutely  take  away  the  life  of  a  poor  in- 
«  nocent  ?" — '  Yes/  replied  the  Genius, 
'  I  am  refolved  upon  it/ 

As  (he  had  fpoke  thefe  words,  per- 
ceiving it  was  day,  and  knowing  that 
the  fultan  rofe  betimes  in  the  morning, 
to  fay  his  prayers,  and  hold  his  council, 
S.cheherazade  held  her  peace. 

*  Lord,  fifter  !'  faid  Dinarzade,  'what 
'  a  wonderful  ftory  is  this  !' — c  The  re- 
'  mainder  of  it,'  faid  Scheherazade,  '  is 
'  more  furprizing  :  and  you  will  be  of 
'  my  mind,  if  the  fultan  will  let  me 
'  live  this  day,  and  permit  me  to  tell  it 

*  you  the  next  night.* 

Schahriar,  who  had  liftened  to  Sche- 
herazade with  pleafure,  faid  to  him- 
felf — '  I  will  ftay  till  to-morrow;  for 

*  I  can  at  any  time  put  her  to  death, 
'  when   (lie  has  made  an  end  of  her 
'  ftory/     So,   having  refolved  not  to 
take  away  Scheherazade's  life  that  day, 
he  rofe  and  went  to  his  prayers,  and 
then  called  his  council*  • 


All  this  while  the  grand  vizier  was 
terribly  uneafy  :  inftead  of  fleeping,  he 
fpent  the  night  in  iighs  and  groans,  be- 
wailing the  lot  of  his  daughter,  of  whom, 
he  believed  that  he  himfelf  fhould  be 
the  executioner.  And  as,  in  this  me- 
lancholy profpecl,  he  was  afraid  of  fee- 
ing the  iultan,  he  was  agreeably  fur- 
prized  wlien  he  faw  the  prince  enter  the 
council-chamber  without  giving  him 
the  fatal  orders  he  expefted. 

The  fultan,  according  to  hiscuftom, 
fpent  the  day  in  regulating  his  affairs  ; 
and  when  night  came,  he  went  to  bel 
with  Scheherazade.  Next  morning, 
before  day,  Dinarzade  failed  not  to  ad- 
drefs  herfelf  to  her  filter  thus  :  *  My 

*  dear  fifter,  if  you  be  not  afleep,  I  pray 
'  you,  till  day-break,   which  mult  be 

*  in  a  very  little  time,  to  go  on  with 

*  the  ftory  you  began  laft  night.' 
The  fultan,  without  (laying  till  Sche- 
herazade  aiked    him    leave,    bade   her 
make  an  end  of  the  ftory  of  the  Genius 
and  the  merchant;   *  For,'  faid  he,  '  I 
'   long  to  hear  the  Sffiie  of  it.*     Upon 
which  Scheherazade  fpoke,    and  con- 
tinued the  ftory  as  follows. 


NIGHT    IT. 

WHEN  the  merchant  faw  th at  tte 
Genius  was  going  to  cut  off"  his 
head,  he  cried  out  aloud,  and  laid  to- 
him — <  For  Heaven's  fake,  hold  your 
hand  !  Allow  me  one  word  ;  be  fo* 
good  as  to  grant  me  fome  refpite  j  give 
me  but  time  to  bid  my  wife  and  chil- 
dren adieu,  and  to  divide  my  eftate 
among  them  by  will,  that  they  may 
not  go  to  law  with  one  another  after 
my  death  ;  and  when  I  have  done  fo, 
I  will  come  bide  to  the  fame  place, 
and  fubmit  to  whatever  you  (hall 
pleafe  to  order  concerning  me.'— — 
But,'  faid  the  Genius,  '  if  I  grant 
you  the  time  you  demand,  I  doubt 
you  will  never  return.'—'  If  you  will 
believe  my  oath,'  anfwered  the  mer- 
chant, <  I  fwear,  by  all  that  is  lac  red, 
that  I  will  come  and  meet  you  here 
without  fail!1  —  «  What  time  do  you 
demand,  then  ?'  replied  the  Genius. 
I  afk  a  year/  faid  the  merchant  ;  '  I 
cannot  have  lefs  to  order  my  affairs, 
and  prepare  myfelf  to  die  without  re- 
gret. But  I  promife  you,  that  this 
day  twelvemonth  I  will  return  under 
thofe  trees,  to  put  myftlf  into  your 
'  hands,'— 
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*  hands." — {  Do  you  take  Heaven  to  be 

*  witnefs    to   this    promife?'     faid  the 
Genius.     '  I  do,'  anfwered  the  mer- 
chant; 'and  repeat  it:    and  you  may 
'  rely  upon  my  oath.'     Upon  this  the 
Genius  left  him  near  the  fountain,  and 
disappeared. 

The  merchant,  being  recovered  from 
his  fright,  mounted  his  horfe,  and  fet 
forward  on  his  journey;  and  as  he  was 
glad,  on  the  one  hand,  that  he  had  ef- 
caped  fo  great  a  danger,  he  was  mor- 
tally forry,on  the  other,when  he  thought 
on  his  fatal  oath.  When  he  came  home, 
his  wife  and  children  received  him  with 
all  the  demonftrations  of  a  perfect  joy  : 
but  he,  inftead  of  making  them  fuitable 
returns,  began  to  weep  bitterly;  from 
whence  they  readily  conjectured  that 
fomething  extraordinary  had  befallen 
him.  His  wife  afked  the  reafon  of  his 
exceffive  grief  and  tears.  *  We  are  all,' 
faid  fhe,  *  overjoyed  at  your  return  ; 
'  but  you  frighten  us  to  fee  you  in  this 

*  condition.     Pray,  tell  us  the  caufeof 
'  your  forrow  ?'  — '  Alas  !'  replied  the 
hufband*'  thecaufe  ot  it  is,  that  I  have 
'  but  a  year  to  live!'  And  then  he  told 
what  had  pafled  betwixt  him  and  the 
Genius,  and  that  he  had  given  him  his 
oath  to  return  at  the  end  of  the  year  to 
receive  death  from  his  hands. 

When  they  had  heard  this  fad  news, 
they  all  began  to  lament  heartily:  his 
•wife  made  a  pitiful  out- cry,  beat  her 
face,  and  tore  her  hair.  The  children, 
being  all  in  tears,  made  the  houfe  re- 
found  with  their  groans  j  and  the  fa- 
ther, unable  to  overcome  nature,  mixed 
his  tears  with  theirs  :  fo  that,  in  a  word, 
it  was  the  mod  affecling  fpe&acle  that 
any  man  could  behold. 

Next  morning,  the  merchant  applied 
himfelf  to  put  his  affairs  in  order;  and, 
firft  of  all,  to  pay  his  debts.  He  made 
prefents  to  his  friends,  gave  great  alms 
to  the  poor,  fet  his  flaves  of  both  iexes 
at  liberty,  divided  his  eftate  among  his 
children,  appointed  guardians  for  fuch 
of  them  as  were  not  come  of  age,  and, 
reftoring  to  his  wife  all  that  was  due  to 
her  by  contract  of  marriage,  he  gave  her 
over  and  above  the  whole  that  he  could 
do  by  law. 

At  lall  the  year  expired  ;  and  go  he 
mult.  He  put  his  barial-cloaths  in  his 
portmanteau  :  but  never  was  there  fuch 
grief  feen  as  when  he  came  to  bid  his 
wife  and  children  adieu  !  They  could 
not  think  of  parting;  and  begged  to  go 


and  die  with  him  :  but,  finding  that  he 
mud  be  forced  to  part  with  thofe  dear 
objects,  he  fpoke  to  them  thus — «  My 
dear  wife  and  children,'    faid  he.  '  I 
obey  the  order  of  Heaven  in  quitting 
you ;    follow    my  example,    fubmit 
courageoufly   to   this    necefiity,    and 
confider  that  it  is  the  deftiny  of  man 
to  die.'     Having  faid  thefe  words,  he 
went  out  of  the  hearing  of  the  cries  of 
his  family;    and,  taking  his  journey, 
arrived  at  the  place  where  he  promifed 
to  meet  the  Genius  on  the  day  appoint- 
ed.   He  alighted;  and,  fetting  himfelf 
down  by  the  fountain,  waited  the  com- 
ing of  the  Genius  with  all  the  forrow 
imaginable.     Whilft  he  languiihed  in 
this  cruel  expectation,  a  good  old  man 
leading  a  bitch  appeared,  and  drew  near 
him.    They  faluted  one  another;  after 
which  the  old  man  faid  to  him—'  Bro- 
ther, may  I  afk  you  why  you  are  come 
into  this  defart  place,  where  there  is 
nothing  but  evil  ipirits;  and,bycon- 
fequence,  you  cannot  be  fafe  ?    To 
look   upon  thefe   fine  trees,   indeed, 
one  would  think  the  place  inhabited; 
but  it  is  a  true  wildernefs,  where  it  is 
not  fafe  to  ftay  long.' 
The  merchant  fatisfled  his  curiofiry, 
and  told  him  the  adventure  which  oblig- 
ed him  to  be  there.  Theold  man  liltened 
to  him  with  aftonifhment;  and  when  he 
had  done,  cried  out — '  This  is  the  moft 

*  furprizing  thing  in  the  world  !    And 
'  you  are  bound  by  the  moft  inviolable 

*  oath?    However,  I  will  be  witnefs  of 
<  your    interview    with    the    Genius.* 
And,   fitting  down  by  the  merchant, 
they  talked  together. 

1  But  I  fee  day,'  faid  Scheherazade, 

*  and  muft  leave  off:  yet  the  beft  of  the 

*  ftory  is  to  come.' 

The  fultan,  refolving  to  hear  the  end 
of  it,  fuffered  her  to  live  that  day  alfo. 


NIGHT    III. 

NEXT  morning,  Dinarzademade 
the  fame  requeit  to  her  fifter  as 
before.  «  My  dear  filter,'  faid  me,  '  if 
*  you  be  not  afleep,  tell  me  one  of  thofe 
'•  pleafant  ftories  which  you  have  read.* 
But  the  fultan,  willing  to  tinderftand 
what  followed  betwixt  the  merchant 
and  the  Genius,  bade  her  go  on  witli 
that  j  which  Ihe  did  as  follows. 

SIR, 
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SIR, 

While  the  merchant  and  the  old  man 
who  led  the  hitch  were  talking,  they 
faw  another  old  man  coming  to  them, 
followed  by  two  black  dogs.  After 
they  had  faluted  one  another,  he  aiked 
them  what  they  did  in  that  place.  The 
old  man  with  the  bitch  told  him  the  ad- 
venture of  the  merchant  and  the  Ge- 
nius, with  all  that  had  pafled  between 
them,  particularly  the  merchant's  oath. 
He  added,  that  this  was  the  day  agreed 
on ;  and  that  he  was  refulved  to  ftay 
and  fee  the  iifue. 

The  fecond  old  man,  thinking  it  alfo 
worth  his  curiofity,  refolved  to  do  the 
like.  He  likewife  fat  down  by  them  : 
and  they  had  fcarce  began  to  ta.lk  toge- 
ther, when  there  came  a  third  old  man; 
who,  addrefling  himfelf  to  the  two 
former,  afked  why  th«  merchant  who 
fat  with  them  looked  fo  melancholy. 
They  told  him  the  reafon  of  it;  which 
appeared  fo  extraordinary  to  him,  that 
he  alfo  refolved  to  be  witnefs  of  the 
refult;  and  for  that  end  fat  down  with 
them. 

In  a  little  time  they  perceived  in  the 
field  a  thick  vapour,  like  a  cloud  of 
duft  raifed  by  a  whirlwind,  advancing 
towards  them,  which  vanhhdd  all  of  a 
fudden,  and  the  Genius  appeared;  who, 
without  faluting  them,  came  up  to  the 
merchant  with  a  drawn  fcyrnctarj  and, 
taking  him  by  the  arm,  faid — '  Get 

*  thee  up,  that  I  may  kill  thee,  as  thou 

*  didftmy  fon  !' 

The  merchant  and  the  three  old  men 
being  frightened,  began  to  lament,  and 
pierced  the  air  with  their  cries. 

Here  Scheherazade,  perceiving  day, 
left  off  her  ftoryj  which  fo  much  whet- 
ted the ful tan's  curiofity,  that  hewasab- 
folutely  refolved  to  hear  the  end  of  it  j 
and  put  off  the  fultanefs's  execution  till 
next  day. 

Nobody  can  exprefs  the  grand  vizier's 
joy,  when  he  perceived  that  the  fultan 
did  not  order  him  to  kill  Scheherazade; 
his  family,  the  court,  and  the  people 
jo  general,  were  aftonifaed  at  it. 


NIGHT    IV. 

TOWARDS  the  end  of  the  fol- 
lowing night,  Dinarzade  failed 
awake  the  fuhanefs.  *  My  dear 


*  fifter,'  faid  fhe,  *  if  you  be  not  afleep, 

*  pray  tell  me  one  of  your  fine  (lories.  ' 
Then  Scheherazade,  with  the  fultan's 

fpoke  as  follows. 


SIR, 

When  the  old  man  who  led  the  bitch 

faw  the  Genius  lay  hold  of  the  mer- 

chant, and  about  to  kill  him  without 

pity,  he  threw  himfelf  at  the  feet  of 

the  monfter;  and,  kifiing  them,  faid  to 

him  —  '  Prince  of  the  Genii,   I   moft 

humbly  requeft  you  to  fuipend  your 

anger,  and  do  me  the  favour  to  hear 

me.     I  will  tell  you  the  hiftory  of  my 

life,  and  of  the  bitch  you   fee;  and, 

if  you  think  it  more  wonderful  and 

furprizing  than  the  adventure  of  the 

merchant  you  are  going  to  kill,  I  hops 

you  will  pardon  the  poor  unfortunate 

man  the  third  of  his  crime.' 

The  Genius,  taking  fome  time  to  con  - 

full  upon  it,  anfwered  at  laft  —  «  Well, 

*  then,  I  -agree  to  your  requeft.' 


THE    HISTORY    OF    THE    FIRST  OL» 
MAN   AND  THE   BITCH. 

«  T  Shall  begin,  then,'  faid  the  old 
man  :  *  liften  to  me,  I  pray  you, 
with  attention.  This  bitch  you  fee 
is  my  coufin  ;  nay,  what  is  more,  my 
wife.  She  was  only  twelve  years  of 
age  when  I  married  her;  fo  that  I 
may  juftly  fay  fhe  ought  as  much  to 
regard  me  as  her  father,  as  her  kinf- 
man  and  hufband. 
'  We  lived  together  twenty  years 
without  any  children  ;  yet  her  bar- 
rennefs  did  not  hinder  my  having  a 
great  deal  of  complaifance  and  friend- 
ihip  for  her.  The  defire  of  having 
children  only  made  me  buy  a  (lave* 
by  whom  I  had  a  fon,  who  was  ex- 
tremely promifing.  My  wife  being 
jealous,  conceived  a  hatred  for  both 
mother  and  child  j  but  concealed  it 
fo  well,  that  I  did  not  know  it  till  it 
was  too  late. 

*  Mean  time,  my  fon  grew  up,  and 
was  ten  years  old  when  I  was  obliged 
to  undertake  a  journey.  Before  I  went, 
I  recommended  to  my  wife,  of  whom 
I  had  no  miitruft,  the  (lave  and  her 
fon,  and  prayed  her  to  take  care  of 
them  during  my  abience,  which  was 
for  a  whole  year.  She  made  uie  of 
that  time  to  fatisfy  her  hatred  :  me 
applied  herielf  to  magickj  and,  when 
«  (he 
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'  (he  knew  enough  of  that  diabolical 
*  art  to  execute  her  horrible  contriv- 
ance, the  wretch  carried  my  fon  to 
a  defolate  place,  where  by  her  en- 
chantment (he  changed  him  into 
a  calf,  and  gave  him  to  my  farmer 
to  fatten,  pretending  (he  had  bought 
him.  Her  fury  did  not  ftop  at  this 
abominable  aclion;  for  (he  likewife 
changed  the  flave  into  a  cow,  and 
gavj  her  alfo  to  my  farmer. 

*  At  my  return,  I  afked  for  the  mo- 
ther and  child.      "Yourflave,"   laid 
(he,  ««  is  deadj  and,  ?.s  for  your  fon, 

I  know  not  what  is  become  of  him  ; 
I  have  not  feen  him  thefe  two 
'  months."  I  was  troubled  at  the 
death  of  the  flave;  but  my  fon  hav- 
ing only  difappeared,  as  {he  told  me, 
I  was  in  hopes  he  would  return  in  a 
little  time:  however,  eight  .months 
pafled,  and  I  heard  nothing  of  him. 
When  the  fcftival  of  the  great  Bair;m 
happened,  to  celebrate  the  lame  I 
fent  to  my  farmer  for  one  of  the  fat- 
teft  cows  to  facrifice;  and  he  fent  me 
one  accordingly.  The  cow  which 
he  brought  ine  was  my  (lave,  the  un- 
fortunate mother  of  my  fon.  I  tied 
her  5  but,  as  I  was  going  to  facrifice 
her,  (he  bellowed  pitifully,  and  I 
could  perceive  dreams  of  tears  run 
from  her  eyes.  This  feemed  to  me 
very  extraordinary;  and,  finding  my- 
felf,  in  fpite  of  all  I  could  do,  feized  . 
with  pity,  I  could  not  find  in  my 
heart  to  give  her  the  blow,  but  or- 
dered my  farmer  to  get  me  another. 

*  My  wife,  who  was  prefent,  was 
enraged  at  my  compaffioiij  and,  op- 
poilng  herfelf  to  an  order  which  dif- 
appointed  her  malice,  (he  cried  out— 

What  do  you  do,  huiband  !  Sacri- 
fice  that  cow;  your  farmer  has  not  a 
finer,  nor  one  fitter,  for  that  ufe." 
Out  of  complaifance  to  my  wife,  I 
came  again  to  the  cow;  and.comba't- 
ing  my  pity,  which  fufpcnded  the  fa- 
crifice, was  going  to  give  her  the  fatal 
blow;  when  the  vi&im,  redoubling 
her  tears  and  bellowing,  difarmed 
me  a  fccond  time.  Then  I  put  the 
mell  into  the  farmer's  hands,  and 
bade  him  take  and  facrifice  her  him- 
felf,  for  her  tears  and  bellowing 
pierced  my  heart. 

*  The  farmer,  lei's  compnfllonate  than 
I,  facrificed  her;  and,  when  he  flayed 
her,   found  her  to  be  nothing  but 


bones,  though  to  us  fhe  feemed  very 
fat.  "  Take  her  to  yourfelf,"  laid  I 
to  the  farmer;  "I  quit  her  to  you  j 
give  her  i:i  ahns,  or  which  way  you 
will :  and,  if  you  have  a  very  fat 
calf,  brii'.g  it  to  me  in  her  dead.1"  I 
did  not  inform  mylelf  what  he  did 
with  the  cow;  but  foon  after  he  took 
her  away,  he  came  with  a  very  fat 
calf.  Though  I  knew  not  that  the 
calf  was  my  fon,  yet  I  could  not  for- 
bear  being  moved  at  the  fight  ef  him. 
On  his  part,  as  foon  as  he  faw  me,  he 
made  fo  great  an  effort  to  come  to 
me,  that  'he  broke  his  cord,  threw 
himfelf  at  my  feet  with  his  head 
againft  the  ground,  as  if  he  would 
excite  my  companion,  conjuring  me 
not  to  be  fo  cruel  as  to  take  his'  lifej 
and  did  as  much  as  was  pofTible  for 
him  to  do  to  lignify  that  he  was  my 
fon. 

*  I  was  more  furprized  and  affecled 
with  this  a6lion  than  with  the  tears  of 
the  cow:  I  felt  a  tender  pity,  which 
made  me  concern  my  felf  for  him;  or, 
rather,  nature  did  it's  duty.  «'  Go," 
faid  I  to  the  farmer,  *'  carry  home 

that  calf;  take  great  care  of  him, 
and  bring  me  another  in  his  place 
immediately." 

*  As  foon  as  my  wife  heard  me  fay  fo, 
toe  immediately  cried  out — "  What 

*  do  you  do,  hulband !  Take  my  ad- 
vice;  facrifice  no  other  calf  but  that." 
"  Wife,"  faid  I,  "  I  will  not  fa- 
crifice  him,  I  will  fpare  him  j  and, 
pray,  do  not  you  oppofe  it."  The 
wicked  woman  had  no  regard  to  my 
defire;  (he  hated  my  fon  too  much  to 
confent  that  I  mould  fave  him.  I 
tied  the  poor  creature ;  and,  taking 
up  the  fatal  knife——'1 


Here  Scheherazade  flopped,  becauf« 
(he  perceived  day- light. 

Then  Dinarzade  laid — *  Sifter,  Iain 
enchanted  with  this  ftory,  which  be- 
fpeaks  my  attention  fo  agreeably/ — • 
If  the  fuhan  will  fuffer.  me  to  live  to- 
day,' anfwered  Scheherazade,  «  what 
I  have  to  tell  to-morrow  will  divert 
you  abundantly  more.' 
Schahriar,    curious    to   know  what 
would  become  of  the  old  man's  ion  who 
led    the   bitch,     told   the   fultanefs   he 
would  be  very  glad  to  hear  the  end  of 
that  ilory  next  night. 

NIGH/? 
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NIGHT    V. 

WHEN  day  began  to  draw  near, 
Dinarzade  put  her  fitter's  or- 
ders in  execution  very  exactly;  who, 
being  awaked,  prayed  the  fultan  to  al- 
low her  to  give  Dinarzade  that  fatisfac- 
tion;  which  the  prince,  who  took  fo 
much  pleafure  in  the  ftory  himfelf, 
willingly  agreed  to. 

SIR, 

Then  (faid  Scheherazade)  the  firft 
old  man  who  led  the  bitch, continuing  his 
ftory  to  the  Genius,  to  the  two  other  old 
men,  and  the  merchant,  proceeded  thus. 
1  took  the  knife,'  faid  he,  '  and  was 
going  to  ftrike  it  into  my  fon's  throat; 
when,  turning  his  eyes  bathed  with 
tears,  in  a  languiming  manner,  to- 
wards me,  he  affected  me  fo,  that  I  had 
not  ftrength  to  facrifice  him,  but  let 
the  knife  fall,  and  told  my  wife  pofi- 
tively  that  I  would  have  another  calf 
to  facrifice,  and  not  that.  She  ufed 
all  endeavours  to  make  me  change 
my  refolution ;  but  I  continued  firm, 
and  pacified  her  a  little,  by  promifing 
that  J  would  facrifice  him  againft  the 
Bairam  next  year. 

*  Next  morning,  my  farmer  defired 
to  fpeak  with  me  alone,     "  I  come," 
faid  he,  "  to  tell  you  a  piece  of  news, 

for  which  I  hope  you  will  return  me 
thanks.  I  have  a  daughter  that  has 
fome  (kill  in  magick  :  yefterday,  as 
44  I  carried  back  the  calf  which  you 
*'  would  not  facrifice,  I  perceived  (lie 
'<  laughed  when  (he  law  him,  and  in  a 
"  moment  after  began  weeping.  I 
"  aflced  her  why  (he  acted  two  fuch 
4<  contrary  parts  at  one  and  the  fame 
44  time.  «  Father,"  replied  (he,  "the 
44  calf  you  bring  back  is  our  land- 
"  lord's  fon.  I  laughed  for  joy, -to  fee 
"  him  ttill  alive;  and  I  wept  at  the  re- 
*'  membrance  of  the  facrifice  that  was 
44  made  the  other  day  of  his  mother, 
tl  who  had  been  changed  into  a  cow. 
44  Thefe  two  metamorphofes  were  made 
"  by  the  enchantments  of  our  matter's 
"  wife,  who  haied  the  mother  and 
44  fon."  This  is  what  my  daughter 
44  told  me,"  faid  the  farmer;  "  and  I 
44  come  to  acquaint  you  with  it." 

*  At  thefe  words,'  added  the  old  man, 
'   I  leave  you  to  think,  my  Lord  Genius, 
*  how  much   I  was  luipiized:    I  went 
»  immediately  to  my  farmer,  to  {"peak, 


with  his  daughter  myfelf.     As  foon, 
as  I  came,  I  went  forthwith  to  the 
ftall  where  my  fon  was :    he  could 
not  anfwer   my  embraces,    but  re- 
ceived them  in  fuch  a  manner  as  fully 
fatisfied  me  he  was  my  fon. 
« The  farmer's  daughter  came.  "My 
good  maid,"  faid  I,  tl  can  you  re- 
ftore my  fon  to  his  former  (hape?"— 
Yes,"  faid  me,  "  lean."—"  AM" 
faid  I,  "  if  you  can,  I  will  make  you 
miftrefs  of  all  my  fortune."  She  re- 
plied to  me  fmiling — "  You  are  our 
mafter,  and  I  know  very  well  what 
I  owe  to  you;  but  I  cannot  reftore 
your  fon  into  his  former  fhape  with- 
out two  conditions:  the  fit  ft  is,  that 
you  give  him  to  me  for  my  hufband; 
and  the  fecond,  that  you   allow  me 
to  punifh  the  peifon  who  changed 
him  into  a  calf." — "  For  the  fir  ft," 
faid  1,  "  I  agree  to  it  with  all  my 
heart ;  nay,  I  promife  you  more,  a 
confiderable  eftate  for  yourfelf,  in- 
dependent of  what  I  defign  for  my 
fon  :  in  a  word,  you  (hall  fee  how  I 
will  reward  the  great  fervice  I  expect 
from  you.     As  to  what  relates  to 
my  wife,  I  alfo  agree  to  it;  a  perfon 
who  has  been  capable  of  committing 
fucna  criminal  action,  deferves  very 
well  to  be  puniflied  :  I  leave  her  to 
you  ;  only  I   mud  pray  you  not  to 
take  her  life." — "  1  am  juft  going, 
then,''  anfwered  (he,  "  to  treat  her 
as  (he  has  treated  your  fon." — «'  I 
agree  to  it,"  laid  I,   "  provided  you 
reftore  my  fon  to  me  firft." 
'  Then  the  maid  took  a  vefiel  full  of 
water,  pronounced  words  over  it  that 
I  did  not  underitand,  and,  addreffing" 
herfelf  to  the  calf— "  O  calf!"  faid 
(lie,  "  if  thou   waft   created   by  the 
Almighty  and  Sovereign  Mafter  of 
the  world  fuch  as  you  appear  at  thi* 
time,  continue  in  that  form  ;  but  if 
thou  art  a  man,  and  haft  been  chang- 
ed into  a  calf  by  enchantment,  re- 
turn- to  thy  natural  fhape.  by   the 
permiflion  of  the  Sovereign  Creator!" 
As  (he  fpoke  thefe  words,  (he  threw 
water  upon  him,  and  in  an  inftant  h§ 
recovered  his  firft  ihape. 
*'  My  fon  !  my  dear  fon!"  cried  I, 
immediately    embracing    him    wjth, 
fuch  a  tranfport  of  joy,  that  I  kne\y 
not  what  I  was  doing;  "  it  is  Heaven, 
"  that  has  fent  us  this  young  maid  to 
"  take  off  the  horrible  charm  by  which 
**  you  were  enchanted,  and  to  avenge 
£  "  th<$ 
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*  the  injury  done  to  you   and   your 
'  mother.     I  doubt  not  that,  in  ac- 
'  kriowledgment,  you  will  take  your 
'  deliverer  to   wife,   as  I   have  pro- 
'  mifed."     He  confented  to  it  with 
joy;  but,  before  they  were  married,  (he 
changed  my  wife  into  a  bitch  ;  and 
this  is  (he  whom  you  fee  here.    I  de- 
fired  (he  mould  have  this  fhape,  ra- 
ther than  another  lefs  agreeable,  that 
we  might  fee  her  in  the  family  with- 
out horror. 

'  Since  that  time,  my  fon  is  become 
a  widower,  and  gone  to  travel  j  and, 
it  being  feveral  years  fince  I  heard  of 
him,  I  am  come  abroad  to  enquire 
after  him  :  but,  unwilling  to  truft 
any  body  with  my  wife  during  my 
abfence  from  home,  I  have  thought 
fit  to  carry  her  every  where  with  me. 
This  is  the  hiftory  of  myfelf  and  this 
bitch;  is  it  not  one  of  the  moft  won- 
derful and  furprizing  that  can  be?'  — 
I  agree  that  it  is,'  faid  the  Genius  5 
and  upon  that  account  I  forgive  the 
merchant  the  third  of  his  crime.' 
When  the  firft  old  man,  Sir,  (con- 
tinued  the  fultanefs)  had  finimed  his 
ftory,  the  fecond,  who  led  the  two  black 
dogs,  addreffed  himfelf  to  the  Genius, 
and  faid  to  him—-'  I  am  going  to  tell 
you  what  happened  to  me  and  thefe 
two  black  dogs  you  fee  by  me;  and 
I  am  certain  that  you  will  fay  that  my 
ftory  is  yet  more  furprizing  than  that 
which  you  have  juft  now  beard  ;  fo 
that,  when  I  have  told  it  you,  I  hope 
you  will  be  pleafed  to  pardon  the 
merchant  the  fecond  third  of  his 
crime.' — '  Yes,*  replied  the  Genius, 
provided  your  ftory  furpafles  that  of 
the  bitch.' 

Then  the  fecond  old  man  began  in 
this  manner. 


But  as  Scheherazade  pronounced 
thefe  words,  (he  faw  it  was  day,  and 
left  oft*  fpeaicing. 

'  O  Heaven,  fifter!'  faidDinnrzade, 
thofe  adventures  are  very  fingular.'— - 
Sifter,'  replied  the  fultanefs,  '  they 
are  not  comparable  to  thofe  which  I 
have  to  tell   you  next  night,  if  the 
fultan  my  lord  and  m after  will  be  fo 
good  as  to  let  me  live.' 
Schahriar  anfwered  nothing  to  that ; 
but  rofe  up,  faid  his  prayers,  and  went 
to  council,  without   giving  any  order 
againft  the  life  of  the  charming  Sche- 
herazade. 


NIGHT     VI. 

HE  fixth  night  being  come,  the 
JL     fultan  and  his  lady  went  to  bed^ 
Dinarzade  awaked  at  the  ufual  hour* 
and,  calling  to   the   fultanefs,  faid — 
Dear  filter,  if  you  be  not  afleep,  I 
pray  you,  until  it  be  day,  fatisfymy 
cunofity.  I  am  impatient  to  hear  the 
ftory   of  the  old  man  and  the  two 
black  dogs.' 

The  fultan  confented  to  it  with  plea - 
fure,  being  no  lefs  defirous  to  know 
the  ftory  than  Dinarzade;  and  Schehe. 
razade  continued  it  as  follows. 


THE   STORY    OP    THE    SECOND    OLD 
MAN,  AND  THE  TWO  BLACK  DOGS. 

«  f^  RE  AT  prince  of  Genii,'  faid 
***  the  old  man,  '  you  mtift  know 
that  we  are  three  brothers,  I  and  the 
two  black  dogs  you  fee.  Our  father 
left  each  of  us,  when  he  died,  one 
thoufand  fequins;  with  that  fum  we 
all  entered  into  the  fame  way  of  liv- 
ing, and  became  merchants.  A  little 
time  after  we  had  opened  (hop,  my 
eldeft  brother,  one  of  thefe  two  dogs, 
refolved  to  travel  and  trade  in  foreign 
countries:  upon  this  defign,  he  fold 
his  eftate,  and  bought  goods  proper 
for  the  trade  he  intended. 
'  He  went  away,  and  was  abfent  a 
whole  year;  at  the  end  of  which,  a 
poor  man,  who  I  thought  had  come 
toafk  alms,  presented  himfelf  before 
me  in  my  (hop.  1  faid  to  him— "  God 
help  you!" — "  God  help  you  alfo," 
anfwered  he;  "  is  it  polfible  you  do 
not  know  me  ?"  Upon  this  I  look- 
ed on  him  narrowly,  and  knew  him. 
Ah,  brother  I"  cried  I,  embracing 
him,  "  how  could  I  know  you  in 
this  condition  ?"  I  made  him  come 
into  my  houfe,  and  a(ked  him  con- 
cerning his  health,  and  the  fuccefs  of 
his  travels.  "  Do  not  aik  me  that 
queftion,"  faid  he;  "  when  you  fee 
me,  you  fee  all.  It  would  only  re- 
new my  grief,  to  tell  you  the  parti- 
culars of  the  misfortunes  that  have 
befallen  me,  and  reduced  me  to  this 
condition,  fince  I  left  you." 
'  I  immediately  (hut  up  my  (hopj 
and,  carrying  him  to  a  bath,  gave  him 
the  beft  cloaths  I  had  by  me;  then 
examining  my  books,  and  finding 
that  I  had  doubled  n>y  ftock,  (that  is 

<    |Q 
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*  to  fay,  that  I  was  worth  two  thou- 
«  fand  fequins)  I  gave  him  one  half. 
«  With  that,"  faicl  I,  "  brother,  you 
*'  may  make  up  your  lofs."     He  joy- 
«  fully  accepted  the  proffer,  recovered 
«  himfelf,  and  we  lived  together  as  be- 
«  fore. 

*  Some  time  after,  my  fecond  bro- 
«  ther,  who  is  the  other  of  thefe  two 

*  dogs,  would  alfo  fell  his  eftate.  I  and 
'  his  other  brother  did  all  we  could  to 
'  divert  him  from  it,  but  could  not:  he 
'  fold  it,  and  with  the  money  bought 
'  fuch 'goods  as  were  fuitable  to  the 

*  trade  he  defigned.     He  joined  a  ca- 

*  ravan,  and  took  a  journey.     He  re- 

*  turned  at  the  end  of  the  year,  in  the 
'  fame  condition  as  my  other  brother  j 

*  and  I,  having  gained  another  thou- 

*  fand  fequins,  gave  him  them,  with 
'  which  he  furnifhed  his  (hop,  and  con- 

*  tinued  to  follow  his  trade. 

'  Some  time  after,  one  of  my  bro- 

*  thers  came  to  me  to  propofe  a  trad- 

*  ing  voyage  with  them}  but  I  imme- 
'  diately  rejected  their  propofal.   "You 
"  have  travelled,"  faid.I,  "  and  what 
•'  have  you  gained  by  it?  Who  can 

*  affure  me  that  I  (hall  be  more  fuc- 

*  cefsful  than  you  have  been?"  They 
reprefented  to  me,  in  vain,  all  that 
they  thought  fit,  to  prevail  upon  me 
to  engage  in  that  defign  with  them, 
for  I  conftantly  refufed;  but  they  im- 
portuned me  fo  much,  that  after  hav- 
ing   refifted    their  felicitations   five 
whole  years,  they  at  laft  overcame  me. 
But  when  we  were  to  make  prepara- 
tions for  our  voyage,  and    to   buy 
goods  neceffary  for  the  undertaking, 
I  found  they  had  fpent  all,  and  that 
they  had  not  one  farthing  left  of  the 
thoufand  fequins  I  had  given  each  of 
them.     I  did  not,  however,  upbraid 
them  in  the  leaft   with  it.     On  the 
contrary,  my  ftcck   being  fix  thou- 
fand fequins,  I  fliared  the  half  of  it 
with  them;  telling  them—"  Mybro- 

*  thers,  we  mutt  venture  thefe  three 

*  thoufand  fequins,  and  hide  the  reft 
'  in  foine  fafe  place;  that  in  cafe  our 
'  voyage  be  no  more  fuccefsful  than 
'  yours  was  formerly,  we  may  have 

*  wherewith  to  affift  us,  and  to  follow 
'  our  ancient  way  of  living.'1    I  gave 

each  of  them  a  thoufand  fequins;  and 
keeping  as  much  for  rrvyfelf,  I  buried 
the  other  three  thoufand  in  a  corner 
of  my  houfe.  We  bought  our  goodsj 
and  after  having  embarked  them  on 


'  board  of  a  veflel  which  we  freighted 
'  betwixt  us  there,  we  put  to  fea  with 
'  a  favourable  wind.  After  a  month's 
«  fail ' 

«  But  I  fee  day,'  faid  Scheherazade, 
'  and  mull  ftop  here.' 

4  Sifter,'  faid  Dinai  zade,  '  this  ftory 
'  promifes  a  great  deal ;  I  fancy  the  reft 
c  of  it  muft  be  very  extraordinary.'—* 

*  You  are  not  miftaken,'  faid  the  ful- 
tanefs;  '  and  if  the  fultan  will  allow  me 
'  to  tell  it  you,  I  am  perfuaded  it  will 

*  very  much  divert  you.' 
Schahriar  got  up  as  he  did  the  day 

before,  without  explaining  his  mind; 
but  gave  no  order  to  the  grand  vizier 
to  kill  his  daughter. 


NIGHT    VII. 

WH  E  N  the  feventh  night  drew 
near  a  clofe,  Dinarzade  awak- 
ed the  fultanefs,  and  prayed  her  to  con- 
tinue the  ftory  of  the  fecond  old  man. 
Iwill.'anfwered  Scheherazade,  *  pro- 
vided the  fultan  my  lord  and  mailer 
do  not  oppofe  it.' — '  Not  at  all,'  faid 
Schahriar;  '  I  a-m  fo  far  from  oppofmg 
it,  that  I  defire  you  earneftly  to  go  un 
with  it,' 

To  refume  the  thread  of  the  ftoiy, 
(faid  Scheherazade)  you  muft  know, 
that  the  old  man  who  led  the  two  dogs 
continued  his  ftory  to  the  Genius,  ths 
other  two  old  men,  and  the  merchant, 
thus. 

«  In  fiiort,'  faid  he,  «  after  two 
months  fail,  we  arrived  happily  at  our 
intended  port,  where  we  landed,  and 
had  a  very  great  vent  for  our  goods. 
I,  efpecially,  fold  mine  fo  well,  that  I 
gained  ten  to  one;  and  we  bought 
commodities  of  that  country  to  tranf- 
port  and  fell  in  our  own. 
*  When  we  were  ready  to  embark,  in 
order  to  return,  I  met,  upon  the  bank 
of  the  fea,  a  lady  handfome  enough, 
but  poorly  clad:  (he  came  up  to  me 
prefently,  kifled  my  hand,  and  pray- 
ed me  with  the  greateft  earneftnefs 
imaginable  to  marry  her,  and  take 
her  along  with  me.  I  made  fome 
difficulty  to  agree  to  it;  but  fhe  faid 
fo  many  things  to  perfuade  me  that  I 
ought  to  make  no  obje&ion  to  her 
poverty,  and  that  I  mould  have  all  the 
reafon  in  the  world  to  be  fatisfi-d 
D  *  «  with 
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with  her  conduct,  that  I  yielded.  I 
ordered  fhappa.e!  fo  be  made  for  her; 
and,  having  man  eu  her  according  to 
form,  I  took,  her  on  board,  and  we 
fet  fail.  During  our  voyage,  I  found 
the  wife  I  had  taken  poflefied  fo  ma- 
ny gooci  qualities,  that  I  loved  her 
every  day  more  and  more.  In  the 
mean  time,  my  two  brothers,  who 
had  not  managed  their  affairs  fo  well 
as  I  did  mine,  envied  my  profperity, 
and  their  fury  carried  them  fo  far,  as 
to  confpire  againft  my  life:  fo  that, 
one  night,  when  my  wife  and  I  were 
afleep,  they  threw  us  both  into  the 
fea. 

'  My  wife  was  a  fairy,  and  confe- 
quently  could  not  be  drowned;  but 
I  had  certainly  been  loft  without  her 
help.  I  had  hardly  fallen  into  the  wa- 
ter, when  (he  took  me  up,  and  carried 
me  to  an  adjacent  ifland.  When  it  was 
day,  the  fairy  faid  to  me — "  You  fee, 
*  hufband,  that,  by  faving  your  life,  I 
(  have  not  rewarded  you  ill  for  your 
'  kindnefs  to   me.     You  muft  know 
f  that  I  am  a  fairy  ;  and  that,  being 
'  upon  the  banks  of  the  fea  when  you 
'  were  going  to  embark,  I   found   I 
'  had  a  ftrong  inclination  for  you  j  I 
"  had  a  mind  to  try  your  goodnefs,  and 
*'  prefented  myfelf  before  you  in  that 
"  difguife  wherein  you  faw  me.    You 
"   have  dealt  very  generou fly  with  me, 
and  I  am  mighty  glad  to  have  found 
an  opportunity  of  teftifying  my  ac- 
knowledgment to  you:  butlamin- 
cenfed  againft  your  brothers,  and  no- 
thing will  fatisfy  me  fhort  of  their 
"  lives.1' 

•  I  liftened  to  this  difcourfe  of  the 

fairy  with  admiration  ;  and  thanked 

her  as  well  as  I  could  for  the  great 

kindnefs  fhe  hacl  done  me.     "  But, 

Madam,"  faid  I,  "  for  my  brothers, 

I  beg  you  to  pardon  them:  whatever 

caufe  they  have  given  me,  I  am  not 

cruel  enough  to  defire  their  deaths." 

I  told  her  the  particulars  of  what  I 

had  done  for  them;  which  fo  increaf- 

ed  her  indignation,  that  fhe  cried  out 

— '*  I  muft  immediately  fly  after  thuie 

**  ungrateful  traitors,  and  take  fpeedy 

*'  vengeance  on  them!  I  will  drown 

"  their  vefiel,  and   throw  them  to  the 

»{  bottom  of  the  fea.'' — "No,  my  good 

"   ladv,"    replied    I,    "  for  Heaven's 

"  fake  do  n<;t  fo!  Moderate  your  an- 

"  g<:rj  ccnfiucr  that  they  are  my  bro- 


thers, and  that  we  muft  do  good  fof 
evil." 

'  I  pacified  the  fairy  by  thefe  words; 
and,  as  foon  as  I  had  fpoke  them,  me 
tranfported  me  in  an  inftant  from  the 
ifland  where  we  were,  to  the  roof  of 
my  own  houfe,  which  Was  terraced, 
and  difappeared  in  a  moment.  I  went 
down,  opened  the  doors,  and  dug  up 
the  three  thoufand  fequins  I  had  hid. 
I  went  afterwards  to  the  place  where 
my  (hop  was,  which  I  alfo  opened  j 
and  was  complimented  by  the  mer- 
chants, my  neighbours,  upon  my  re- 
turn.    When  I  went  to  my  houfe,  I 
perceived    two    black    dogs,  wh'ch 
came  to  me  in  a  very  fubmiffwe  man- 
ner: I  knew  not  what  it  meant,  but 
was  much  aftonifbed  at  it..    But  the 
fairy,    who    appeared    immediately, 
faid  to  me—"  Hufband,  do  not  be 
furprized  to  fee  thefe  two  black  dogs 
by  you;  they  are  your  two  brothers." 
I  was  troubled  at  thofe  words,  and 
afked  her  by  what  power  they  were 
fo  transformed.     "  It  was  I  that  did 
it,"  faid  fhe;  "  at  leaft  I  gave  com- 
miflion  to  one  of  my  filters  to  do  it, 
who  at  the  fame  time  funk  their  fhip. 
You  have  loft  the  goods  you  had  on 
board;  but  I  will  make  them  up  to  you 
another  way.     As  to  your  two  bro- 
thers, I  have  condemned  them  to  re- 
main five  years  in  that  fliape ;  their 
perfidioufnefs  too  well  deferves  fuch 
a  penance."    And,  in   fhort,    after 
having  told  me  where  I  might  hear  of 
her,  fhe  difappeared. 
*  Now  the  five  years  being  out,  lam 
travelling  in  queft  of  her;  and  as  I 
paffed  this  way,  I  met  this  merchant, 
and  the  good  old  man  that  led  the 
bitch,  and  fat  down  by  them.     This 
is  my  hiftory,  O  prince  of  Genii!  do 
not  you  think  it  very  extraordinary?* 
— «  I  own   it,'  faid  the  Genius;  *  and 
upon  thrt  account  I  remit  the  mer- 
chant the  fecond  third  of  the  crime 
which    he    had    committed    againft 
me.' 

As  foon  as  the  fecond  old  man  had 
finifhed  his  ftory,  the  third  began,  and 
made  the  like  demand  of  the  Genius 
with  the  two  firft  ;  that  is  to  fay,  to 
pardon  the  merchant  the  other  third  of 
his  crime,  provided  the  ftory  he  had  to 
tell  him  exceeded  the  two  he  had  alrea- 
dy heard  for  fmgular  events.  The  Ge- 
nius made  him  the  fame  promife  he  had 
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done  the  other  two.    *  Hearken,  then,' 
laid  the  old  man  to  him. 

«  But  day  appears,'  faid  Schehera- 
zade; '  I  mull  ftop  here.' 

«  I  cannot  enough  admire,  fifter,* 
faid  Dinarzade,  «  the  adventures  you 
'  have  told  me.' — '  I  know  abundance 
'  more,'  anfwered  the  fultanefs,  *  that 
'  are  ftill  more  wonderful.* 

Schahriar,  willing  to  know  if  the 
ftory  of  the  third  old  man  would  be  as 
agreeable  as  that  of  the  fecond,  put  off 
the  execution  of  Scheherazade  till  the 
next  day. 


NIGHT    VIII. 

AS  foon  as  Dinarzade  perceived  it 
was  time  to  call  the  fultanefs,  me 
faid — '  Sifter,  I  have  been  awake  a  long 
time,  and  had  a  great  mind  to  awake 
you,   I  am  fo  impatient  to  hear  the 
ftory  of  the  third  old  man.'     The 
ultan  anfwered — c  I  can  hardly  think 
that  the  third  ftory  will  furpafs  th« 
two  former  ones.' 

SIR, 

The  third  old  man  told  his  ftory  to 
the  Genius;  I  cannot  tell  it  you,  be- 
caufe  it  is  not  come  to  my  knowledge; 
but  I  know  that  it  fo  much  exceeded 
the  two  former  ftories,  in  the  variety  of 
wonderful  adventures,  that  the  Genius 
was  aftonimed    at    it:   and   no    fooner 
heard  the  end  of  it,  but  he  faid  to  the 
third  old  man — '  I  remit  the  other  third 
part  of  the  merchant's  crime,  on  ac- 
count of  your  ftory.  He  is  very  much 
obliged  to  all  three  of  you,  for  having 
delivered  him  out  of  his  danger  by 
your  ftories;  without  which,  he  had 
not  now  been  in   the  world.'    And 
having  fpolce  thus,  he  difappeared,  to 
the  great  contentment  of  the  company. 
The  merchant  failed  not  to  give  his 
three  deliverers    the  thanks    he  owed 
them.     They  rejoiced  to  fee  him  out  of 
danger;  after  which  he  bid  them  adieu, 
and  each  of  them   went  on  his  way. 
The  merchant  returned  to  his  wife  and 
children,  and  palled  the  reft  of  his  days 
with  them  in  peace. 

*  But,    Sir,'    added    Scheherazade, 

*  how  pleafant  foever  thefe  ftories  may 

*  be,  they  do  not  come  near  that  of  the 
'  fifherman.' 


Dinarzade  perceiving  that  the   ful- 
tanefs demurred,  faid  to  her — '  Sifter, 

*  fince  there  is  (till  fome  time  remain- 

*  ing,  pray  tell  us  the  ftory  of  the  fifli- 
'  erman,  if  the  fultan  is  willing.' 


g. 

Schahriar  agreed  to  it;  and  Schehe- 
razade, refuming  herdifcourfe,  purfued 
it  in  this  manner. 


THE   STORY  OF  THE  FISHERMAN. 


npHERE  was  a  very  ancient  fi  flier- 
-*-  man,  fo  poor  that  he  could  fcarce 
earn  enough  to  maintain  himfelf,  his 
wife,  and  three  children.  He  wentevc- 
ry  day  to  fifti  betimes  in  the  morning; 
and  impofed  it  as  a  law  upon  himfelf, 
not  tocaft  his  nets  above  four  times  a 
day.  He  went  one  morning  by  moon- 
light; and,  coming  to  the  fea-bank, 
undrelfed  himfelf,  and  caft  in  his  nets. 
As  he  drew  them  towards  the  (here,  he 
found  them  very  heavy,  and  thought  he 
had  a  good  draught  of  fifh,  at  which 
he  rejoiced  within  himfelf;  but  in  a 
momentafter,  perceiving  that,  inftead 
of  fifh,  there  was  nothing  in  his  nets 
but  the  carcafe  of  anafs,  he  was  migh- 
tily vexed. 

Scheherazade  ftopped  here,b€caufe  fli« 

faw  it  was  day. 

'  Sifter,'  faid  Dinarzade,  *  I  muft 
confefs  that  the  beginning  of  this 
ftory  charms  me;  and  I  forefee  that 
the  refult  of  it  will  be  very  agree- 
able.'— *  There  is  nothing  more  fur- 
prizing  than  the  ftory  of  this  fifher- 
man,'  replied  the  fultanefs;  'and  you 
will  be  convinced  of  it  next  night,  if 
the  fultan  will  be  fo  gracious  as  to 
let  me  live.' 
Schahrinr  being  curious  to  hear  the 

fuccefs  of  fuch  an  extraordinary  fifhing, 

would  not  order  Scheherazade  to  be  put 

to  death  that  day. 


NIGHT     IX. 

'  TV  /T  Y  dear  fifter,'  cried  Dinarzade 
JJV.A  next  morning  at  the  ufual  hour, 
'  if  you  be  not  afleep,  I  pray  you  go  on 
'  with  the  ftory  of  the  fifherman;  Iain 
*  ready  to  die  till  I  hear  it.' — «  I  am 
'  willing  to  give  you  that  fatisfaftion," 
faid  the  fultanefs:  but  at  the  fame 

time, 


28         ARABIAN  NIGHTS  ENTERTAINMENTS. 


time,  (he  demanded  leave  of  the  fultanj 
and  having  obtained  it,  began  the  ftory 
again  as  follows. 

SIR, 

When  the  fifhermaft,  vexed  to  have 

made  fuch  a  forry  draught,  had  mended 

his  nets,  which  the  carcafe  of   the  afs 

had  broke  in  feveral  places,  he    threw 

them   in   a  fecond  time;  and  when  he 

drew  them,  found  a  great  deal  of  re- 

f;ftance,    which    made    him    think  he 

had  taken  abundance  of  fifti;  but  he 

found  nothing  except  a  pannier  full  of 

gravel  and   (lime,  which  grieved   him 

extremely.     *  O  Fortune  !'  cried    he, 

with   a  lamentable   tone,,  '  do  not  be 

angry  at  me,  nor  perfecute  a  wretch 

who  prays  thee  to  fpare  him.     I  came 

hither  from  my  houfe  to  leek  for  my 

livelihood,  and  thou  pronounced  death 

againft  me.     I  have  no  other  trade 

but  this  to  fubfift  by;  and,  notwith- 

ftanding  all  the  care  I  take,   lean 

fcarcely  provide  what  is  abfolutely 

neceflary  for  my  family.     But  I  am 

in  thewrongto  complain  of  thee;  thou 

takeft   pleafure   to   perfecute  honeft 

people,  and  to  leave  great  men  in  ob- 

fcurity,  whilft  thou  (heweft  favour  to 

the  wicked,  and  advanced  thofe  who 

have  no  virtue  to  recommend  them.* 

Having  finimed  this  complaint,  he 

threw  away  the  pannier  in  a  fret;  and 

ivalhing  his  nets  from  the  flime,  caft 

them   the  third  time;  but  brought  up 

nothing  except  ftones,  (hells,  and  mud. 

Nobody  can  exprefs   his  diforder;    he 

•was  within  an  ace  of  going  quite  mad. 

However,  when  day  began  to  appear,  he 

did  not  forget  to  lay  his  prayers,  like  a 

good  MuflTulman;  and  afterwards  added 

this   petition — '  Lord,    thou    knoweft 

that  I  caft  my  nets  only  four  times  a 

day ;  I  have  already  drawn  them  three 

times,   without  the  leaft  reward  for 

my  labour  :    I  am  only  to  caft  them 

once  more;  I  pray  thee  to  render  the 

fea  favourable  to  me,  as  thou  didft 

to  Mofes.' 

The  fifherman  having  finifhed  this 
prayer,  caft  his  nets  the  fourth  time; 
and  when  he  thought  it  was  time,  he 
drew  them,  as  formerly,  with  great  dif- 
ficulty; but,  inftead  of  fifh,  found  no- 
thing in  them  but  a  veflel  of  yellow 
copper,  thru  by  it's  weight  feemed  full 
of  fomething:  and  he  obferved  that  it 
was  fluit  up  and  fealed  with  lead,  hav- 
ing the  impreflion  of  a  leal  upon  it. 


This  rejoiced  him:  '  I  will  fell  it,* 
faid  he,  «  to  the  founder;  and,  with  the 
'  money  arifing  from  the  product,  buy 
'  a  meafureof  corn.'  He  examined  the 
veflel  on  all  fides,  and  fhook  it,  to  fee 
if  what  was  within  made  any  noife,  and 
heard  nothing.  This  circumftance, 
with  the  impreflion  of  the  feal  upon  the 
leaden  cover,  made  him  think  there 
was  fomething  precious  in  it.  To  try 
this,  he  took  a  knife,  and  opened  it  with 
very  little  labour.  He  prefently  turn- 
ed the  mouth  downward;  but  nothing 
cameout,  which  furprized  him  extreme, 
ly.  He  let  it  before  him;  and,  while 
he  looked  upon  it  attentively,  there 
came  out  a  very  thick  fmoke,  which 
obliged  him  to  retire  two  or  three  paces 
from  it. 

This  fmoke  mounted  as  high  as  the 
clouds;  and,  extending  itfelf  along  the 
fea,  and  upon  the  more,  formed  a  great 
mi  ft,  which,  we  may  well  imagine,  migh- 
tily aftonifhed  the  fifherman.  When 
the  fmoke  was  all  out  of  the  veflel,  it 
re-united  itfelf,  and  becameafolid  body, 
of  which  there  was  formed  a  Genius 
twice  as  high  as  the  greateftof  giants. 
At  the  fight  of  a-monfter  of  fuch  an  un- 
fizeable  bulk,  the  fifherman  would  fain 
have  fled;  but  was  fo  frightened,  that 
he  could  not  go  one  ftep. 

'  Solomon,'  cried  the  Genius  imme- 
diately, '  Solomon,  the  great  prophet, 
'  pardon,  pardon  !  I  never  more  wilt 
*  oppofe  your  will ;  I  will  obey  all  your 
'  commands/ 

Scheherazade  perceiving  day,  broke 
ofF  her  ftory. 

Upon  which  Dinarzade  faid — '  Dear 
filter,  nobody  can  keep  their  promife 
better   than   you   have   done  yours. 
This  ftory  is  certainly  more  fur  priz- 
ing than  all  the  former.' — '  Sifter,* 
eplied  the  fultanefs,  «  there  are  more 
wonderful  things  yet  to  come,  if  my 
lord  the  fultan  will  allow  me  to  tell 
them  you.' 
Schahriar  had  too  great  a  defire  to 
hear  out  the  ftory  of  the  fifherman,  to 
deprive  himfelf  of  that  pleafure;  and 
therefore  put  off  the  fultanefs's  death 
another  day. 

NIGHT    X. 

DINARZADE  called  her  fifter 
next  night,  when  (he  thought  it 
was  time,  and  prayed  her  to  continue 

the 
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the  (lory  of  the  fifherman:  and  the  ful- 
tan  being  allb  impatient  to  know  what 
concern  the  Genius  had  with  Solo- 
mon, Scheherazade  continued  her  ftory 
thus. 


The  fifherman,  when  he  heard  thefe 
words  of  the  Genius,  recovered  his 
courage,  and  faid  to  him — 'Thou  proud 
«  fpirit,  what  is  it  that  you  talk  ?  It  is 
'  above  eighteen  hundred  years  fince 
'  the  prophet  Solomon  died,  and  we 
«  are  now  at  the  end  of  time.  Tell  me 

*  your  hi  ftory,   and  how  you  came  to 

*  be  (hut  up  in  this  vefTel.' 

The  Genius  turning  to  the  fifher- 
man, with  a  fierce  look,  faid — «  You 
'  muft  fpeak  to  me  with  more  civility  ; 
«  thou  art  very  bold  to  call  me  a  proud 

*  fpirit/  —  '  Very   well,'    replied  the 
fifherman  j  *  fhail  I  fpeak  to  you  with 
«  more  civility,  and  call  you  the  owl  of 
'  good  luck  r — '  I  fay,'  anfwered  the 
Genius,  '  fpeak  to  me  more  civilly  be- 
«  fore  I  kill  thee.'— «  Ah  !'  replied  the 
fifherman,  '  why  would  you  kill  me? 
«  Did  not  I  j uft  now  fet  you  at  liberty? 
'  And  have  you  already  forgot  it  ?' — 
'  Yes,  I  remember  it,'  faid  the  Genius} 
'  butthatfhallnothindermefrom  killing 
'  thee;  I  have  only  one  favour  to  grant 
«  thee.' — '  And   what  is   that?'    faid 
the  fifherman.     *  It  is,'    anfwered  the 
Genius,    '  to  give  thee  thy  choice  in 
'  what   mariner  thou  woulcift  have  me 
'  take  thy  life.'— '  But  wherein  have  I 
<  offended  you?'  replied  the  fifherman. 
1  Is  this  your  reward  for  the  good  fcr- 

*  vice  I  have  done  you  ?'— <•*  I  cannot 

*  treat  you  otherwife,'  faid  the  Genius; 
«  and  that  you  may  be  convinced  of  it, 
'  hearken  to  my  ftory. 

*  I  am  one  of  thofe  rebellious  fpirits 
'  thatoppofed  themfelves  to  the  will  of 
'  Heaven;  all  the  other  Genii  owned 
'  Solomon  the  great  prophet,  and 

*  fubmitted  to  him.     Sacar  and  I  were 

*  the  only  Genii    that  would  never  be 
'  guilty  of  fo  mean   a  thing:   and    to 
4  avenge   himfelf,  that  great  monarch 
'  fent  Afaph,  the  ion  of  Barakhia,  his 

*  chief    minifter,     to    apprehend     me. 
f  That  was  accordingly  done;   Afaph 

*  feiz'ed  my  perfon,  and  brought  me  by 

*  force  before  his  matter's  throne. 

'  Solomon,  the  fon  of  David,  com- 
'  manded  me  to  quit  my  way  of  living, 
'  to  acknowledge  his  power,  and  to 
mvfdf  to  his  commaxids:  I 


'  bravely  refufed  to  obey;  and  told 
4  him,  I  would  rather  expofe  myfelf  to 
'  his  refentment,  than  fwear  fealty, 
'  and  fubmit  to  him,  as  he  required. 

*  To  punifh  me,  he  fhut  me  up  in  this 
'  copper  veflel;  and  to  make  fure   of 

*  me,  that  I   fhould  not  break  prifon, 

*  he  damped,  himfelf,  upon  this  leaden 

*  cover,  his  feal,  with  the  great  name 
4  of  God  engraven  upon  it.     Thus  he 
4  give  the  veflel  to  one  of  the  Genii 
4  who  fubmitted   to  him,   with  orders 
'  to  throw  me  into  the  fea;  which  was 
'  executed,  to  my  great  forrow. 

*  During-  the  hr!t  hundred  years  im- 
'  prifonment,  I  fwore,  that  if  any  one 
4  would  deliver  me  before  the  hundred 
'  years  expired,  I  would  make  him 
'  rich,  even  after  his  death  :  but  that 

*  century  ran  out,  and  nobody  did  me 

*  that  good  office.     During  the  fecond, 

*  I  made  an  oath,  that  I  would  open 

*  all  the  treafures  of  the  earth  to  any 
'  one  that  mould  fet  me  at  liberty;  but 
'  with  no  better  fuccefs.     In  the  third, 

*  I  promifed   to  make  my  deliverer  a/ 

*  potent  monarch,  to  be  always  near 

*  him  in  a  fpirit,  and  to  grant  him  eve- 

*  ry  day  three  demands,   of  what  na» 
'  ture  foever  they  might  be:  but  this 
'  century  ran  out  as  well  as  the  two 
4  former,  and  I  continued  in   prifon. 

*  At  laft,  being  angry,  or  rather  mad, 

*  to  find  myfelf  a  prifoncr  fo  long,  I 

*  fwore,  that   if  afterwards    any  one 
4  fhould  deliver  me,  I  would  kill  him 

*  wi'thout  pity,  and  grant  him  no  other 
4   favour  but  to  chufe  what    kind   of 

*  death  he  would  die:  and  therefore, 

*  fince  you  have  delivered  me  to-day,  I 

*  give  you  that  choice.' 

This  difcourfe  afflicted  the  poor  fifh- 
erman extremely.  '  I  am  very  unfor- 

*  tunate,'  cried  he,  *  to  come  hither  tQ 
'  do  fuch  a  piece  of  good  fervice  to  one 

*  that  is  fo  ungrateful.     I  beg  you  to 

*  confider   your  injuluce,  and  revoke 

*  fuch  an   unreafohable   oath:   pardoi* 

*  me,  and    Heaven   will   pardon    you; 
'  if  you  grant  me  my  life,  Heaven  will 

*  protect  you  from  ail  attempts  againflk 
«  yours.' — *  No,  thy  death  is  refolved 
4  on,'  faid   the    Genius;   4  only   chufe 

*  how  you  will  die.'     The  fifherman, 
perceiving  the  Genius   to   be  refolute, 
was  extremely    grieved,  not  fo  much 
for  himfelf  as  for  his  three- children  j 
an-i  bewailed  the  mifery  they  muft  be 
reduced  to  by  his  death.     He  endea- 
voured ftill  toappeafe  the  Genius;  and 

' 
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faid — «  Alas  !  be  pleafed  to  take  pity 

*  on  me,  in  confideration  of  the  good 

*  fervice  I  have  done  you.' — {  I  have 
'  told   thee  already,'  replied  the  Ge- 
nius, *  it  is  for  that  very  reafon  I  muft 
'  kill  thee.1 — *  That  is  very  ftrange,' 
faid  the  fifhermanj  '  are  you   refolved 

*  to  reward  good  with  evil  ?  The  pro- 

*  verb  fays — "  That  he  who  does  good 
"  to  one  who  deferves  it  not,  is  always 
*e  ill  rewarded."     I   muft  confefs,  I 

*  thought   it  was   falfe;  for,   in  effect, 

*  there  can  be  nothing  more  contrary 

*  to  reafon,  or  the  laws  of  fociety.  Ne- 
'  verthelefs,  1  find  now,  by  cruel  expe- 

*  rience,  that  it  is  but  too  true.'- — '  Do 

*  not  !tt  us  lofe  time,'  replied  the  Ge- 
nius; *  all  thy  reafonings  fhall  not  di- 

*  vert  me  from  my  purpofe:  make  hafte 
'  and  tell  me  which  way  you  thufe  to 
«  rfie.* 

Neceffity  is  the  mother  of  invention: 

the  fifherman  bethought  himfelf  of  a 

flratagem.     *  Since  I  muft  die,  then,* 

faid  he  to  the  Genius,   «  I  fubmittothe 

wil)  of  Heaven:  but,  before  I  chufe 

the  manner  of  death,  I  conjure  you, 

by  thegreat  name  which  wasengraven 

upon  the  feal  of  the  prophet  Solomon, 

the  Ton  of  David,  to  anfwer  me  truly 

the  queftron  I  am  going  to  afk  you.' 

The  Genius  finding  himfelf  obliged 

to  a  positive  anfwer,  by  this  adjuration, 

trembled;  and  replied  to  the  fifherman 

. — «  Afk  what   thou  wilt,   but  make 

*  hafte.' 

Day  appearing,  Scheheraaade  held 
her  p;ace.  . 

1  Sifter,'  faid  Dinarzacle,  *  it  mud 
be  owned,  that  the  more  yon  fpeak, 
the  more  you  fur-prize  and  fatisfy.  I 
hope  the  fultan  our  lord  will  not 
order  you  to  be  put  to  death,  till  he 
hears  out  the  fine  ftory  of  the  fifher- 
rnan.' — '  The  fultan  is  abfolute,' re- 
plied Scheherazade;  '  we  muft  fubmit 

*  to  his  will  in  every  thing.' 

But  Schahriar,  being  as  willing  asDi- 
narzade  to  hear  an  end  of  the  ftory, 
again  put  off  the  execution  of  the  lul- 
Unefs. 


N  I  G  IJ  T    XI. 

SCHAHRIAR,    and   the    prin- 
ce!., his  fpoufe,  pafled  this  night  in 
the  fatoe  manner  a,s  they  ha,d  clone  the 


former;  and  before  break  of  day,  Di- 
narzade  awaked  them  with  thefe  words, 
addrefled  to  the  fultanefs — «  I  pray 
'  you,  fifter,  to  refume  the  ftory  of  the 

*  fiflierman.' — *  With  all  my  heart,' 
faid  Scheherazade;  '  I   am    willing  to 

*  fatisfy  you,  with   the  fukan's  per- 
'  rnilfion.' 


The  Genius,  (continued  (he)  having 
promifed  to  fpeak  the  truth,  the  fi/her- 
man  faid  to  him — *  I  would  know  if 
'  you  were  actually  in  this  vellel:  dare 
'  you  (wear  it  by  the  name  of  the  great 
'  God?' — '  Yes,*  replied  the  Geniusj 
'  I  do  fwear  by  that  great  name,  that 

*  I  was!  and  it  is  a  certain  truth.'-— 

*  In  good  faith  !'  anfwered  the  fifher- 
man,  «  I  cannot  believe  you;  the  v^flel 
'  is  not  capable  to  hold  o:ie  of  your 
'  feet;  and  how  mould  it  be  poffble 
'   that  your  whole  body  could  lie  in  it?' 
— '  I  fwear  to  thee,  notwithftanding,* 
replied  the  Genius,  '  that  I  was  ther? 
c  juft  as  you  fee  me  here.   Is  it  poflible, 

*  that  thou  deft  not  believe  me  after 
«  this    great   oath    I    h;.ve   taken  ?' — 
«  Truly,   not   I,'  faid    the   fiflierman; 

*  nor  will  I  believe  it  nniefs  you  fhew 

*  it  me.* 

Upr>n  which  the  body  of  the  Genius 
was  diflblveil,  and  changed  itfelf  into 
fmoke,  extending  itfelf,  a?  formerly, 
upon  the  ka  and  more;  and  then,  at 
laft,  being  gathered  together,  it  began 
to  re-enter  the  veffdj  which  it  fo  con- 
tinued to  do  fuccefiively,  by  a  (low  and, 
equal  motion,  af:er  a  •fmooth  and  txacl: 
way,  till  nothing  was  left  out;  and 
immediately  a  voice  came  forth,  which 
faid  to  the  fiflierman — '  Well,  now, 

*  incredulous  fellow!  I   am  all  in  th? 

*  veflel;   do  you  not  believe  me  now?' 
The  fifherman,  ir.ftead  of  anfwering 

the  Genius,  took  the  cover  of  lead, 
and  having  fpeedily  (hut  the  vefTel-— . 
Genius,1  cried  he,  '  now  it  is  your 
turn  to  beg  my  favour,  and  to  clmfe 
which  way  I  mall  put  you  to  deathj 
but  not  lo,  it  is  better  that  I  fhouldj 
throw  you  into  the  fea,  whence  I 
took  you:  and  then  I  will  build  a 
houfe  upon  the  bank,  where  I  will 
dwell,  to  give  notice  to  all  fifhermen 
who  come  to  throw  in  their  nets,  to 
beware  of  fuch  a  wicked  Genius  as 
thou  art,  who  haft  made  an  oath  tQ 
kill  him  that  mall  let  thee  at  liberty.* 
The  Geniusj  enraged  at  thofe  e^r 
prefttoris. 
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preflions,  did  all  he  could  to  get  out  of 
the  veflel  again,  but  it  was  not  poflible 
for  him  to  do  it,  for  the  imprellion  of 
Solomon's  fcal  prevented  hi'm  ;  fo,  per- 
ceiving that  the  fifherman  had  got  the 
advantage  of  him,  he  thought  fit  to 
ditfembie  his  anger.  '  Fifherman,'  faid 
he,  in  a  pleafant  tone,  *  take  heed  you 
4  do  not  what  you  fay;  for  what  I  fpoke 
'  to  you  .before  was  only  by  way  of 
4  jeft,  and  you  are  to  take  it  no  other - 
«  wife.'  —  *  O  Genius!'  replied  the 
fifherman,'*  thou  who  waft  but  a  mo- 

*  -ment  ago  the  greateft  of  all  Genii, 
•and  now  art  the  leaft  of  them;  thy 
4  crafty  difcourfe  will  fignify  nothing 
4  to  thee,  but  to  the  lea  thou  (halt  re- 

*  turn  :  if  thou  haft  ftaid  there  already 

*  fo  long  as  thou  haft  told  me,  thou 
'  mayeft  very  well  ftay  till  the  day  of 
''judgment.  I  begged  of  thee,  in  God's 

*  name,  not  to  take  away  my  life,  and 

*  thou  didft  rejecl  my  prayers;  and  now 

*  I  am  obliged  to  treat  thee  in  the  fame 
'  manner.' 

The  Genius  omitted  nothing  that 
could  prevail  upon  the  fifherman. 
4  Open  the  veflel,'  faid  he  j  *  give  me 

*  my  liberty,  I  pray  thee,  and  I  pro- 

*  rnife  to  fatisfy  thee  to  thy  own  con- 
«  tent.'  — '  Thou  art  a  mere  traitor,' 
replied  r.he  fifherman;    '  I  mould  de- 
«  ferve  to  lofe  my  life,   were  I  fuch  a 
4  fool  as  to  truft  thee :  thou  wilt  not 

*  fail  to  treat  me  in  the  fame  manner 

*  as  a  certain  Grecian  king  treated  the 

*  phyfician  Douban.     It  is  a  ftory  I 
c  have  a  mind  to  tell   thee  j  therefore 
4  iiften  to  it.' 


THE   STORY  OF  THE   GRECIAN  KING 
AND  THE  PHYSICIAN   DOUBAN. 

*  '"pHERE  was  in  the  country  of 
-*•  *  Zouman,inPerfia,aking,whofe 
fubjecls  were  originally  Greeks  :  this 
king  was  all  over  leprous,  and  his 
phyficians  in  vain  endeavoured  his 
cure  ;  and,  when  they  were  at  their 
wits  end  what  to  prefcribe  for  him,  a 
very  able  phyfician,  called  Douban, 
anived  at  his  court. 
*  This  phyfician  had  learned  his 
fcience  in  Greek,  Perfian,  Turkifh, 
Arabian, Latin,  Syriack,  and  Hebrew 
books;  and,  befides  that,  he  was  an 
expert  philofopher,  and  fully  under- 
itood  the  good  and  bad  qualities  of 
all  forts  of  plants  and  drugs.  Aft 
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foon  as  he  was  informed  of  the  king's 
diitemper,  and  underftood  that  his 
phyficians  had  given  him  over,  he 
clad  himfelf  the  bed  he  could,  and 
found  a  way  to  prefent  himfelf  to  the 
king.  "  Sir,"  faid  he,  "  I  know  that 
all  your  majefty's  phyficians  have 
:  not  been  able  to  cure  you  of  the  le- 
profy ;  but,  if  you  will  do  me  the  ho- 
nour to  accept  my  fervice,  I  will  en- 
gage myfelf  to  cure  you  without 
drenches  or  external  applications." 
4  The  kingliftened  to  what  he  faid; 
and  anfwered — "  If  you  be  able  to 
perform  what  you  promife,  I  will 
enrich  you  and  your  pofterity;  and, 
befides  the  prefents  I  mail  make  you, 
you  (hall  be  my  chief  favourite.  Do 
you  affure  me,  then,  that  you  will 
cure  me  of  my  leprofy  without  mak- 
ing me  take  any  potion,  or  applying 
any  external  medicine?" — "  Yes, 
Sir,"  replied  the  phyfician  ;  "  I  pro- 
mife myfelf  fuccefs,  through  God's 
afMance;  and  to-morrow  I  will 
make  trial  of  it.'' 

*  The  phyfician  returned  to  his  quar- 
ters, and  made  a  mallet,  hollow  with- 
in, and  at  the  handle  he  put  in  his 
drugs  ;  he  made  alfo  a  bail  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  fuited  his  purpofe:  with, 
which,  next  morning,  he  went  to 
prtTent  himfelf  before  the  king;  and, 
falling  down  at  his  feet,  kifTed  the 
very  ground.' 


Here  Scheherazade,  perceiving  day, 
acquainted  the  fultan  with  it,  and  held 
her  peace. 

'  I  wonder,  filler/  faid  Dinarzade, 
4  where  you  learn  fo  many  fine  things  1* 
— '  You  (hall  hear  a  great  many  othei* 
4  to-morrow,'  'replied  Scheherazade, 

*  if  the  fultan  my  mafter  will  be  pleaied 

*  to  prolong  my  life  till  then.' 

Schahriar,  who  longed,  as  well  as 
Dinarzide,  to  hear  the  foquel  of  the 
ilory  of  Di3uban  the  phyfician,  did  not 
order  the  fultanefs  to  be  put  to  death 
that  day. 


NIGHT    XII. 

THE    twelfth  night   was   far  ad- 
vanced,  when   Dinarzade  called, 
and  faid — '  Sifter,  you  owe  us  the  con- 

*  tinuation  of  the  agreeable  hiftory  of 

*  the  Grecian  King  and  the  phyfician. 
1  Dauban/— '  I  am  very  willing  to  pajr 

^  «  my 
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'  my  debt,'  replied  Scheherazade  ;  and 
refumed  the  ftory  as  follows < 


SIR, 

The  fimerman  fpeaking  always  to 
the  Genius,  whom  he  kept  fluit  up  iii 
his  veffel,  went  on  thus  :  «  The  phyfi- 
cian  Douban  rofe  up ;  and,  after  a 
profound  reverence,  told  the  king  he 
judged  it  meet  that  his  majefty  mould 
take  horfe,  and  go  to  the  place  where 
he  ufed  to  play  at  mell.    The  king 
didfo;  and  when  he  arrived  there, 
the  phyfician  came  to  him  with  the 
mell,  and  faidtohim — "Sir,  exercife 
*  yourfelf  with  this  mell,  and  ftrike 
'  the  ball  with  it  till  you  find  your 
"  hands  and  your  body  in  a  fweat. 
"  When  the  medicine  I  have  put  up  in 
"  the  handle  of  the  mell  is  heated  with 
ff  your  hand,  it  will  penetrate  your 
•'  whole  bodyj  and,  as  foon  as  you 
"  (hall  fweat,  you  may  leave  off  the 
"  exercife,  for  then  the  medicine  will 
(t  have  had  ifseffeft.    As  foon  as  you 
«  are  returned  to  your  palace,  go  into 
*{  the  bath,  and  caufe  yourfelf  to  be 
well  warned  and  rubbed  ;  then  go  to 
bed,  and  when  you  rife  to-morrow 
'  you  will  find  yourfelf  cured." 
«  The  king  took  the  mell,  and  ftruck 
the  ball,  which  was  returned  by  his 
officers  who  played  with  him ;    he 
ftrvrck  it  again,  and  played  fo  long, 
that  his   hand  and  his  whole  body 
were  in  a  fweat ;  and  then  the  medi- 
cine fhut  up  in  the  handle  of  the  mell 
began  to  operate,  as  the  phyfician  had 
faid.     Upon  this,   the  king  left  off 
play,  returned  to  his  palace,  entered 
the  bath,  and  obferved  very  exaclly 
what   his   phyfician  had   prefcribed 
him. 

*  He  was  very  vvcU  after  it;  and  next 
morning  when  he  arofe,  he  perceived, 
with  as  much  wonder  as  joy,  that  his 
leprofywas  cured,and  his  bodyas  clean 
as  if  he  had  never  been  attacked  with 
that  diftemper.  As  foon  as  he  was 
dreffed,  he  came  into  the  hall  of  pub- 
lick  audience,  where  he  mounted  his 
throne,  and  (hewed  himfelf  to  his 
courtiers;  who,  longing  to  know  the 
fuccefs  of  the  new  medicine,  came 
thither  betimes  ;  and  when  they  faw 
the  king  was  perfectly  cured,  they  all 
expreffed  great  joy.  The  phyfician 
Douban  entering  the  hall,  bowed 
himfelf  before  the  throne,  with  his 
face  to  the  ground :  the  king  per- 


ceiving him,  called  him,  made  him 
fit  down  by  his  fide,  fhewed  him  to 
the  aflembly,  and  gave  him  all  the 
commendation  he  deferved.  His  ma- 
jefty did  not  ftop  here;  but,  as  he 
treated  all  his  court  that  day,  he 
made  him  to  eat  at  his  table  alone 
with  him.' 

At  thefe  words,  Scheherazade,  per- 
ceiving day,  broke  off  her  ftory. 

'  Sifter,'  faid  Dinarzade,  *  I  know 
not  what  the  conclufion  of  this  ftory 
will  be,  but  I  find  the  beginning  very 
furprizing!' —  *  That  which  is  to 
come  is  yet  better,'  anfwered  theful- 
anefs;  '  and  I  am  certain  you  will 
not  deny  it,  if  the  fultan  gives  me 
leave  to  make  an  end  of  it  to-morrow 
night.' 

Schahriarconfented  ;   and  arofe,  very 
well  fatisfied  with  what  he  had  heard. 


NIGHT    XIIT. 

DINARZADE,  willing  to 
the  fultan   in  ignorance  of  her 
defign,    cried  out,  as  if  ftarting  fud- 
denly  from  her  fleep — {  O  dear  fifter  !  I 
have  had  a  troublefome  dream;  and 
nothing  will  fooner  make  me  forget 
it  than  the  remainder  of  the  ftory  of 
the   Grecian    king   and   the    doctor 
Douban.     I  do  conjure  you,  by  the 
love  you  always  bore  me,  not  to  de- 
fer it  a  moment  longer/  — '  I  (hall 
not  be  wanting,  good  fifter,  to  eafe 
your  mind ;  and,  if  my  fovereign  will 
permit  me,  I  will  go  on.' 
Schahriar,  being  charmed  with  the 
agreeable    manner   of  Scheherazade's 
telling  her  ftories,  faid  to  her—'  You 
*  will  oblige  me  no  lefs  than  Dinar- 
'  zade  j  therefore  continue.' 

SIR, 

c  The  Grecian  king,'  faid  thefiflier- 
man  to  the  Genius,  *  was  not  fatisfied 
with  having  admitted  the  phyfician 
Douban  to  his  table;  but  towards 
night,  when  he  was  about  to  difmifs 
the  company,  he  caufed  him  to  be 
clad  in  a  long  rich  robe,  like  thofe 
which  his  favourites  ufually  wore  in 
his  prefence;  and,  befides  that,  he 
ordered  him  two  thoufand  fequins. 
The  next  day,  and  the  day  following, 
he  was  very  familiar  with  him  ;  in 
(hort,  this  prince,  thinking  that  he 
*  could 
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that,  from  this  day  forward,  I  will 
give  that  great  man  a  penfion  of  a 
thoufand  fequins  per  month  for  his 
life;  nay,  though  I  were  tp  (hare  with 
him  all  my  riches  and  dominions,  I 
(hould  never  pay  him  enough  for 
what  he  has  done  for  me.  I  per- 
ceive it  to  be  his  virtue  which  raifes 
your  envy  5  but  do  not  you  think 
that  I  will  be  unjuftly  poficfled  with, 
prejudice  againft  him.  I  remember 
too  well  what  a  vizier  faid  to  King 
Sinbad  his  mafter,to  prevent  his  put- 
ting to  death  the  prince  his  fon." 


*  could  never  enough  acknowledge  the 

*  obligations  he  lay  under  to  that  able 
'  phylician,  beftowed  every  day  new 

*  favours  upon  him.  But  this  king  had 

*  a  grand  vizier  who  was  very  avari- 
'   cious,  envious,  and  naturally  capable 

*  of  all  forts  of  mifchief :  he  could  not 
'  fee,  without  envy,  the  prefents  which 
'  were  given  to  the  phyfician,  whofe 
'  other  merits  had  already  begun   to 
'  make  him  jealous  j  and  therefore  he 
'  relblved  to  leflen  him  in  the  king's 
«  efteem.  Toeffeft  this,  he  went  to  the 

*  king,  and  told  him  in  private,  that  he 
'  had  fome  advice  to  give  him  which 
'  was  of  the  greateft  concernment.  The 
'  king   having  aflced   what  it    was — 
*'  Sir,"  faid  he,  "  it  is  very  dangerous 
"  for  a  monarch  to  put  confidence  in  a 
'«  man  whofe  fidelity  he  never  tried. 
"  Though  you  heap  favours  upon  the 
"  phyfician  Douban,  and  (hew  him  all 
•«  the  familiarity  that  may  be,   your 
fc  majefty  does  not  know  but  he  may 
*<  be  a  traitor  at  the  fame  time,  and 
'<  come  on  purpofe  to  this  court  to  kill 
"you."  — "   From   whom    have  you 
*'  this,"    anfwered  the  king,    "  that 
ft  you  dare  to  tell  it  me?    Confider  to 
'<  whom  you  fpeak,  and  that  you  ad- 
"  vance  a  thing  which  I  (hall  not  eafily 
"  believe."  —  "  Sir/'  replied  the  vi- 

*  zier,  "  I  am  very  well  informed  of 
"  .what  I  have  had  the  honour  to  re- 
"  prefent  to  your  majefty;  therefore  do 
fl  not  let  your  dangerous  confidence 
'"  grow  to  a  farther  height.     If  your 
"  majefty  be  afleep,  be  pleafed  to  a- 
**  wake  ;  for  I  do  once  more  repeat  it, 

(  that  the  phyfician  Douban  did  not 

*  leave  the  heart  of  Greece,  his  coun- 
'  try,  and  come  here  to  fettle  himfelf 

*  at  your  court,  but  to  execute  that 
'  horrible  defign  which  I  have  juft  now 

**  hinted  to  you." 

*'  No,  no,  vizier!"  replied  the  king; 
'"  I  am  certain  that  this  man,  whom 
"  you  treat  as  a  villain  and  a  traitor, 
<f  is  one  of  the  beft  and  molt  virtuous 
'*  men  in  the  world  ;  and  there  is  no 
'*  man  I  love  fo  much.  You  know  by 
"  what  medicine,  or  rather  by  what 
*'  miracle,  he  cured  me  of  my  leprofyj 
*'  if  he  had  had  a  defign  upon  my  life, 
'*  why  did  he  fave  me  ?  He  needed  only 
"  have  left  me  to  my  difeafe;  I  could 
tc  not  have  efcaped  it ;  my  life  was  al- 
"  ready  half  gone.  Forbear,  then,  to 
"  fill  me  with  unjuft  fufpicions  :  in- 
*'  Aead  of  Jiftening  to  you,  1  tell  you 


'  But,  Sir,'  faid  Scheherazade,  'day- 
light appears,  which  forbids  me  to  go 
any  farther.1 

« I  am  very  well  pleafed  that  the  Gre- 
cian king,'  faid  Dinarzsde,  «  had  fo 
much  firmnefs  of  fpirit  as  to  rejecl  the 
falfe  accufation  of  the  vizier.'  — «  If 
you  commend  the  firmnefs  of  that 
prince  to-day,'  faid  Scheherazade, 
you  will  as  much  condemn  his  weak- 
nefs  to-morrow,  if  the  fultan  be 
pleafed  to  allow  me  time  to  finifli  this 
ftory.' 

The  fultan,  being  curious  to  hear 
wherein  the  Grecian  king  difcovered 
his  weaknefs,  again  delayed  the  death 
of  the  fultanefs. 


NIGHT    XIV. 

AN  hour  before  day,  Dinarzade  a- 
waked  her  fitter,  and  laid  to  her  — 
You  will  certainly  be  as  good  as  your 
word,  Madam,  and  tell  us  the  re- 
mainder of  the  ftory  of  the  filher- 
man  ?  To  aflift  your  memory,  I  will 
remind  you  where  you  left  off:  it 
was  where  the  Grecian  king  main- 
tained the  innocence  of  his  phyfician 
Douban  againft  his  vizier.'  —  *  I  re- 
member it,'  faid  Scheherazade,  «  and 
am  ready  to  give  you  fatisfa&ion.' 

SIR, 

f  That  which  the  Grecian  king  faid 
about  King  Sinbad  raifed  the  vizier's 
curiofityj  who  faid  to  him  —  "  Sir,  I 
;  pray  your  majefty  to  pardon  me,  if 
1  have  the  boldnefs  to  demand  of 
:  you  what  the  vizier  of  King  Sinbad 
;  faid  to  his  mafter,  to  divert  him  from 
'  cutting  cff  the  prince  his  fon."  The 
Grecian  king  had  the  complaifance  to 
fatisf  him  ;  "  That  vi' 


That  vizier 
E  » 


faid  he, 
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«'  after  having  reprefented  to  King 
"  Sinbad  that  he  ought  to  be  aware  left, 
"  on  the  accufation  of  a  mother-in- 
"  law,  he  fhould  commit  an  aclion 
*«  which  he  might  afterwards  repent  of, 
"  told  him  this  ftory." 


THE  STORY  OF  THE  HUSBAND  AND 
PARROT. 

"  A  Certain  man  had  a  fair  wife, 
«*•  ««  whom  he  loved  fo  dearly,  that 
"  he  could  fcarce-  allow  her  to  be  out 
«'  of  his  fight.  One  day,  being  oblig- 
"  ed  to  go  abroad  about  urgent  affairs, 
"  he  came  to  a  place  where  all  forts  of 
"  birds  were  fold,  and  there  bought  a 
"  parrot,  which  not  only  fpoke  very 
"  well,  but  could  alfo  give  an  account 
«'  of  every  thing  that  was  done  before 
"  it.  He  brought  it  in  a  cage  to  his 
"  houfe,  prayed  his  wife  to  put  it  in 
tl  the  chamber,  and  to  take  care  of  it 
"  during  a  journey  he  was  obliged  to 
'*  undertake,  anil  then  went  out. 

"  At  his  return,  he  took  care  to  a(k 
"  the  parrot  concerning  what  had  paflT- 
"  ed  in  his  abfence,  and  the  bird  told 
"  him  things  that  gav£  him  occafion  to 
tc  upbraid  his  wife.  She  thought  fome 
of  her  (Lives  had  betrayed  her,  but 
all  of  them  fwore  they  had  been 
faithful  to  her;  and  they  all  agreed 
that  it  muft  have  been  the  parrot 
that  had  told  tales. 
"  Upon  this,  the  wife  bethought  her- 
ftlf  of  a  way  how  me  might  remove 
her  husband's  jealoufy,  and  at  the 
fame  time  revenge  herfelf  on  the  par- 
rot; which  (he effected  thus:  herhuf- 
band  being  gene  another  journey,  (he 
commanded  a  (lave,  in  the  night- 
time, to  turn  a  hand-mill  under  the 
parrot's  cage  ;  Ihe  ordered  another 
to  throw  water,  in  form  of  rain,  over 
ihe  cage;  and  a  third  to  take  a  glafs, 
and  turn  it  to  the  right  and  to  the 
left  before  the  parrot,  fo  as  the  re- 
fucVior;s  of  the  candle  might  (hine 
on  it's  face.  The  flaves  fpent  great 
part  of  the  night  in  doing  what  their 
rmihefs  commanded  them,  and  ac- 
quitted themfelves  very  dextroufly. 
"  Next  night  the  hufband  returned, 
and  examined  the  parrot  again  about 
what  had  p?fied  during  his  abfence. 
The  bird  anfwered — "Good  matter, 
the  lightning,  thunder,  and  rain,  did 
ib  much  difturb  me  all  night,  that  I 


cannot'tellhowmuchlfufFeredbyit." 
The  hulband,  who  knew  that  there 
had  been  neither  thunder,  lightning, 
nor  rain,  that  night,  fancied  that  the 
parrot,  not  having  told  him  the  truth 
in  this,  might  alfo  have  lied  to  him 
in  the  other;  upon  which  he  took  it 
out  of  the  cage,  and  threw  it  with  fo 
much  force  to  the  ground,  that  he 
killed  it.  Yet  afterwards  he  under- 
ftood  by  his  neighbours,that  the  poor 
parrot  had  not  lied  to  him,  when  it 
gave  him  an  account  of  his  wife's 
bafe  conducl;  which  made  him  re» 
pent  he  had  killed  it." 

Scheherazade  ftopt  here,  becaufe  flic 
faw  it  was  day. 

'  All  that  you  have  told  us,  fitter,' faid" 
Dinarzade,  '  is  fo  curious,  that  nothing 
'  can  be  more  agreeable.' — '  I  /hall  be 

*  willing  to  divert  you,'a'nfwered  Sche- 
herazade, «  if  (he  fultan  my  mailer  will 

*  allow  me  time  to  do  it.' 
Schahriar,  who  took  as  much  plea- 

fure  to  hear  the  fultanefs  as  Dinarzade, 
arofe  and  went  about  his  affairs,  with- 
out  ordering  her  to  be  cut  off. 


NIGHT    XV. 

DINARZADE  was  punflual  this 
night,  as  (he  had  been  the  form- 
er, to  awake  her  filler,  and  begged  of  her, 
as  ufual,  to  tell  her  a  ftory.    «  I  am  go- 

*  ing  to  do  it,  fifter,'  faid  Scheherazade ; 
but  the  fultan  interrupted  her,  for  fear 
(he  fhould  begin  a  new  ftory,  and  bade 
her  finifh  the  difcourfe  between  the  Gre- 
cian kingand  his  vizier  about  his  phy- 
fician  Dov)ban.     «  Sir,'  faid  Schehera- 
zade, '  I  will  obey  you;'  and  went  on 
with  the  ftory  as  follows. 

'  When  the  Grecian  king,*  faid  th» 
fimerman  to  the  Genius,  *  had  finifhed 
'  the  ftory  of  the  parrot — ct  And  you, 
"  vizier,"  added  he,  "  becaufe  of  the 
"  hatred  you  bear  to  the  phyficianDou- 
"  ban,  who  never  did  you  any  hurt, 
"  would  have  me  cut  him  off;  but  I  will 
<f  take  care  of  that,  for  fear  I  fhould  re- 
"  pent  it,  as  the  hufband  did  the  kill- 
*'  ing  of  his  parrot.'* 

'  The  mifchievous  vizier  was  too 
f  much  concerned  to  effe6l  the  ruin  of 

*  the  phyfician  Douban,  to  ftop  here. 
'«  Sir,"  faid  he,  "  the  death  of  the  par- 
«'  rot  was  but  a  triflej  and  I  believe 

"  hi? 
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as  I  was  taking  the  air  on  horfeback, 


<c  his  matter  did  not  mourn  for  him 
*'  long.  But  why  (hould  your  fear  of 
*'  wronging  an  innocent  man  hinder 
"  your  putting  the  phyfician  to  dtath? 
<(  Is  it  not  enough  that  he  is  accufed  of 
"  a  defign  againit  your  life,  to  authorize 
"  you  to  take  away  his?  When  the  bu- 
"  finefs  in  qneftion  is  to  fecure  the  life 
"  of  a  king,  bare  fufpicion  ought  to 
"  pafs  for  'certainty;  and  it  is  better  to 
"  facrifice  the  innocent,  than  to  fpare 
"  the  guilty.  But,  Sir,  this  is  not  an 
"  uncertain  thing;  the  phyfician  Dou- 
«  ban  has  certainly  a  mind  to  aflafli- 
"  nate  you.  It  is  not  envy  which 
*«  makes  me  his  enemyj  it  is  only  my 
'*  zeal,  and  the  concern  I  have  for  pre- 
'•'  fervingyourmajefty'slife,  thatmakes 
*'  me  give  you  my  advice  in  a  matter  of 
"  this  importance.  If  it  be  falfe,  I 
"  deferve  to  be  puniihed  in  the  fame 
"  manner  as  a  vizier  was  formerly  pvi- 
<{  nifhed." — "  What  had  that  vizier 
<{  done,1'  faid  the  Grecian  king,  "  to 
"  deferve  punishment?" — "  I  will  in- 
"  form  your  majefty  of  that,"  faid  the 
*  vizier,  "  if  you  will  be  pleafed  to 
"  hear  me. 


THE  STORY  OF    THE  VIZIER    THAT 
WAS  PUNISHED. 

«  rp  HE  RE  was  a  king,"  faid  the 
-  *  vizier,  "  who  had  a  fon  that 
"  loved  hunting  mightily.  He  allow- 
"  ed  him  to  divert  himfelf  that  way 
"  very  often;  but  gave  orders  to  his 
*'  grand  vizier  to  attend  him  conftant- 
"  ly,  and  never  to  lofe  fight  of  him. 
"  One  hunting  day,  the  huntfmrxn 
having  rouzed  a  deer,  the  prince, 
who  thought  the  vizier  followed  him, 
purfued  the  game  fo  far,  and  with 
fo  much  earneftnefs,  that  he  was  left 
quite  alone.  He  (lopped,  and  find- 
ing he  had  loft  his  way,  endeavour- 
ed to  return  the  fame  way  he  came, 
to  find  out  the  vizier,  who  had  not 
been  careful  enough  to  find  him,  and 
fo  wandered  farther. 
"  Whilft  he  rode  up  and  down, 
«*  without  keeping  any  road,  he  met, 
*'  by  the  way-fide,  a  handfome  lady, 
"  who  wept  bitterly.  He  flopped  his 
"  horfe,  afked  who  (he  was,  how  (he 
"  came  to  be  alone  in  that  place,  and 
"  what  (he  wanted.  "  I  am,"  faid 
41  (he,  <c  daughter  to  an  Indian  king: 


«'  in  the  country,  I  grew  fteepy,  fell 
"  from  my  horfe,  who  is  got  away, 
'  and  I  know  not  what  is  become  of 
"  him."  "  The  young  prince,  taking 
"  companion  on  her,  a(ked  her  to  get 
u  up  behind  him,  which  (he  willingly 
'*  accepted. 

"  As  they  paffed  by  the  ruins  of  a 
"  houfe,  the  Jady  fignified  a  delire  to 
*'  alight  on  fotne  occahon.  The  prince 
"  flopped,  and  fuffered  her  to  alight; 
"  then  he  alighted  himfelf,  and  went 
"  near  the  ruins  with  his  horfe  in  his 
'  hand:  but  you  may  judge  how  much 
"  he  was  furprized,  when  he  heard  the 
"  lady  within  it,  iaythefe  words:  "Be 
<e  glad,  my  children,  I  bring  you  a 
"  handfome  young  man,  and  very  fat;" 
"  and  other  voices,  which  anfwerecl 
"  immediately — "  Mamma,  where  is 
l<  he,  that  we  may  eat  him  prefently, 
*'  for  we  are  very  hungry?" 

"  The  prince  heard  enough  to  con- 
"  vince  him  of  his  danger;  and  then 
«'  he  perceived  that  the  lady  who  call- 
"  ed  herfelf  daughter  to  an  Indian 
"  king,  was  a  Hogreis,  wife  to  one  of 
"  thofe  favage  demons,  called  Hogres, 
«*  who  flay  in  remote  places,  and  make 
"  ufe  of  a  thoufand  wiles  to  furprize 
«'  and  devour  paflengers;  fo  that  the 
"  prince  beingthus  frightened,  mount- 
"  ed  his  horfe  as  fuon  as  he  could. 

"  The  pretended  princefs  appeared 
"  that  very  moment;  and,  perceiving 
'«  (he  had  mi  fled  her  prey,  (he  cried—- 
'*  Fear  nothing,  prince:  Who  are  you? 
"  whom  doyouieek?" — "  I  have  loft 
"  my  way,"  replied  he,  "andamfeek- 
'*  ing  it/' — "  If  you  have  loft  your 
"  way,"  laid  me,  "  recommend  your- 
"  felf  to  God;  he  will  deliver  you  out 
«'  of  your  perplexity."  Then  the 
"  prince  lifted  up  his  eyes  towards 
"  Heaveo." 

«But,  Sir,' faid  Scheherazade,  'lam 

*  obliged  to  break  off",  for  day  appears.* 
*  I  long  mightily,'  faid  Dinarzade, 

'  to  know  what  became  of  that  young 

*  prince,  I  tremble  for  him.' — «  I  will 

*  deliver  you  from  your  uneafinefs  to- 
'  morrow,'  anfwered  the  fultanefs,  '  if 
4  the  fultan  will  allow  me  to  live  till 
«  then.' 

Schahriar,  willing  to  hear  an  end  of 
this  adventure,  prolonged  Schehera- 
zade's life  for  another  day. 


NIGHT 
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NIGHT    XVI. 

DINAR ZADE  hadfucha  migh- 
ty defire  to  hear  out  the  ftory  of 
the  young  prince,  that  (he  awaked  that 
night  fooner  than  ordinary,  and  (aid — 
'  Sifter,  pray  go  on  with  the  ftory  you 
'  began  yefterday:  I  am  much  con- 
«  cemed  for  the  young  prince,  and  rea- 
«  dy  to  die  for  fear  that  he  was  eat  up 
'  by  the  Hogrefs  and  her  children.' 

Schahriar  having  fignified  that  he  had 
the  fame  fear,  the  fultanefs  replied — 
<  Well,  Sir,  I  will  fatisfy  you  imme- 
«  diately.' 

«*  After  the  counterfeit  Indian  prin  - 

"  cefs  had  bid  the  young  prince  recom- 

"  mend  himfclf  to  God,  he  could  not 

t(  believe    fhe   fpolce     fincerely,     but 

«c  thought  (he  was  fure  of  him,  and 

««  therefore  lifting  up  his  hands  to  Hea- 

"  ven,  faid — "  Almighty  Lord,  caft 

"  thine  eyes  upon  me,  and  deliver  me 

'  from  this  enemy!1'  After  this  prayer, 

'  the  Hngrefs  entered  the  ruins  again, 

'  and  the  prince  iode  off  with  all  poffi- 

1  ble  hafte.  He  happily  found  his  way 

(  acrain,  and  arrived  fafe  and  found 

t(  at  his  father's  court,  to  whom  he 

*<  gave  a  particular  account  of  the  dan- 

««  ger  he  had  been  in  through  the  vi- 

"  zter's  negle&t  upon  which  the  king, 

ft  being  incenfed  againft  that  minilter, 

"  ordered  him  to  be  ftrangled  that  very 

"  moment." 

"  Sir,"  continued  the  Grecian  king's 
'  vizier,  "  to  return  to  the  phyf.cian 
Douban,  if  you  do  not  take  care,  the 
confidence  you  put  in  him  will  he  fa- 
tal to  you;  I  am  very  well  allured 
that  he  is  a  fpy,  fent  by  your  enemies 
to  attempt  your  majefty's  life.  He 

*  cured  you,  you  will  fay;  but,  alas! 
'  who  can  aflure  you  of  that  ?  He  has 

perhaps  cured  you  only  in  appear- 

*  ance,  and  not  radically:  who  knows 
but  the  medicine  he  has  given  you 
may  in  time  have  pernicious  effects?" 
*  The  Grecian  king,  who  had  natu- 
rally very  little  fenie,  was  not  able  to 
difcover   the   wicked   dclign   of  his 
vizier;  nor  had  he  firmnds  enough  to 
peifift  in  his  firft  opinion.    This  dif- 
courfe  daggered  him:  "  Vizier,"  i'aid 
he,  "  thou  art  in  the  right;  he  may 

**  be  come  on  purpofe  to  take  away  my 
11  life;  which  he  may  eafily  do  by  the 
«*  very  fuell  of  fome  of  his  duigs. 


"  We  muft  confider  what  is  fit  for  us 
*'  to  do  in  this  cafe." 

*  When  the  vizier  found  the  king  in 
'  fuch  a  temper  as  he  would  have  him 
— "   Sir,"  faid    he,   "  the   fureft   and 
"  fpeedieft  method  you  can  take  to  fe- 
<'  cure  your  life,  is  to  fund  immediate- 
"  ly  for  thephyfician  Douban,  and  or- 
"  der  his  head  to  be  cut  off  as  foon  as 
"  he  comes." — "  In  truth,"  faid  the 
'  king,  "  I  believe  this  is  the  way  we 
"   muft  take  to   prevent  his   defign." 

*  When  he  had  fpoke  thus,  he  called 

*  for  one  of  his  officers,  and  ordered 

*  him  to  go   for  the   phyfician  ;  who, 
'  knowing  nothing  of  the  king's  de- 
'  fign,  came  to  the  palace  in  haite. 

"  Know  ye,"  faid  the  king,  when 
'  hefawhim,  "why  I  fent  for  you  ?'* 
— "  No,  Sir,"  anfwered  he;  "  I  wait 
'«  till  your  majefty  is  pleafed  to  inform 
"  me." — '«  I  fent  for  you,"  replied 

*  the  king,  '«  to  rid  myfelf  of  you,  by 
'*  taking  your  life." 

*  No  nian  can  exprefs  the  furprize  of 
e  the  phyfician  when  he  heard  the  fen- 
«  tence   of  death   pronounced   againft 

*  him.  "  Sir,"  faid  he,  '«  why  would 
"  your  majefty  take  away   my   life? 
"  What  crime  have  I  committed?"— 
"  I  am  informed  by  good  hands,"  re- 
«  plied   the  king,  "  that  you  came  to 
"  my  court  only  to  attempt  my  life; 
"  but,  to  prevent  you,  I  will  be  fure  of 

{  yours.  Give  the  blow,"  faid  he  to 
the  executioner,  who  was  prefenr, 

'  ar.d   deliver  me   from  a  perfidious 

'  wretch,  who  came  hither  on   pur- 

'  pofe  to  aifaffinate  me." 
'  When  thephyfician  heard  this  cruel 
order,  be  readily  judged  that  the  ho- 
nours and  prefents  he  had  received 
from  the  king  had  procured  him  ene- 
mies, and  that  the  weak  prince  was 
impofed  upon.  He  repented  that  he 
had  cured  him  of  his  leprofy,  but  it 
was  now  too  late.  "  Is  it  thus,"  re- 
plied the  phyfician,  "  that  you  reward 

'  me  for  curing  you?"  The  king 
would  not  hearken  to  him,  but  or- 
dered the  hangman  a  fecond  time  to 
ftrike  the  fatal  blow.  The  phyfician 
then  had  recourfe  to  his  prayers: 

*  Alas,  Sir!"  cried  he,  "prolong my 
1  days,  and  God  will  prolong  voursj 
'  do  not  put  me  10  death,  left  God 

*  treat  you  in  the  fame  manner."  The 
filherman  broke  off  his  difcourfe  here, 
to  apply  it  to   the  Genius.     *  Well, 
«  Genius,'  faid  he,  «  you  fee  what  paf- 

*  led 
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fed  then  betwixt  the  Grecian  king  and 
his  phyfician  Douban,  is  juft  now 
betwixt  us. 

«  The  Grecian  king,'  continued  he, 
inftead  of  having  regard  to  the  pray- 
ers of  the  phyfician,  who  begged  him 
for  God's  fake  to  fpare  him,  cruelly 
replied  to  him — "  No,  no;  I  muftcf 

neceflity  cut  you  off,  otherwife  you 

may  take  my  life  away  with  as  much 

fubtlenefs  as  you  cured  me."  The 
phyfician  melting  into  tears,  and  be- 
wailing hi(mlelf  fadly  for  being  fo  ill 
rewarded  by  the  king,  prepared  for 
death.  The  executioner  bound  up 
his  eyes,  tied  his  hands,  and  went  to 
draw  his  fcymetar. 

*  Then  the  courtiers,  who  were  pre- 
fent,  being  moved  with  companion, 
begged  the  king  to  pardon  him,  af- 
furing  his  majefty  that  he   was   not 
guilty  of  the  crime  laid  to  his  charge, 
and  that  they  would  anfwer  for  his 
innocence:    but   the  king   was   in- 
flexible,   and  anfwered  them   fo    as 
they  dared  not  to  fay  any  more  of  the 
matter. 

*  The  phyfician  being  on  his  knees, 

his  eyes  tied  up,  and  ready  to  receive 

the    fatal    blow,    addrefled    himfelf 

once  more  to  the  king — "   Sir,"  faid 

he,  "  finceyour  majefty  will  not  re- 
voke the  fentence  of  death,  ]  beg, 
at  leaft,  that  you  would  give  me  leave 
to  return  to  my  houfe,  to  give  order 

**   about  my  burial,  to  bid  farewel  to 

"   my  family,  to  give  alms,  and  tobe- 

'*  queath  my  books  to  thofe  who  are 

*'  capableof  making  good  ufe  of  them. 

"  I  have  one,  particularly,  I  would  pre- 

**  fent  to  your  majefty,  it  is  a  very  pre- 

"  cious  book,  and   worthy  to   be  laid 

«*  up  very  carefully  in  your  treafury." 

— '*  Well,"   replied  the  king,  "  why 

"  is  that  book  fo  precious  as  you  talk 

«  of?" — "  Sir,"    faid  the   phyfician, 

"  becaufe  it  contains  an  infinite  num- 

"  ber  of  curious  things;  of  which  the 

"   chief  is,  that  when  you  have  cut  off 

"  my  head,  if  your  majefty  will  give 

"  yourfelf    the  trouble   to   open    the 

"  book  at  the  fixth  leaf,  and  read  the 
third  line  of  the  left  page,  my  head 
will  anfwer  all  the  queftions  you 
aik  it."  The  king,  being  curious 
to  fee  fuch  a  wonderful  thing,  de- 
ferred his'  death  till  next  day,  and 
fent  him  home  under  a.  ftrong  guard. 

*  The  phyfician,  during  that   time, 
*  put  his  affairs  in  order;  and  the  re- 
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port  being  fpread,  that  an  unheard- 
of  prodigy  was  to  happen  after  his 
death,  the  viziers,  emirs,  officers  of 
the  guard,  and,  in  a  word,  the  whole 
court,  repaired  next  day  to  the  hall 
of  audience,  that  they  might  be  wit- 
nefles  of  it. 

'  The  phyfician  Douban  was  foon 
brought  in,  and  advanced  to  the  foot 
of  the  throne,  with  a  great  book  in 
his  hand;  there  he  called  for  a  bafona 
upon  which  he  laid  the  cover  that  the 
book  was  wrapped  in-,  and,  prefent- 
ing  the  book  to  the    king — "  Sir," 
faid    he,  "  take   that   book,    if  you 
pleafe;  and,  as  foon  as  my  head  is 
cut  off,  order  that  it  be  put  into  the 
bafon  upon  the  cover  of  the  book; 
as  foon  as  it  is  put  there,  the  blood 
will  (top;  then  open  the  book,  and 
my  head  will  anfwer  your  queftions. 
But,    Sir,"    faid  he,    "  permit  me 
once  more  to  implore  your  majefty's 
clemency  !  for  God's  fake,  grant  my 
requeft  !  I  proteft  to  you  that  I  am 
innocent!1' — "  Your  prayers,"  an- 
fwered  the  king,  "  are  in  vain;  and 
were  it  for  nothing  but  to  hear  your 
head   fpeak  after  your  death,  it  is 
my  will  you   mould  die."     As  he 
faid  this,  he  took  the  book  out  of  the 
phyfician's    hand,    and   ordered  the 
executioner  to  do  his  duty. 
*  The  head  was  fo  dextroufly  cut 
off,  that  it  fell  into  the  bafon;  and 
was  no  fooner  laid  upon  the  cover  o£ 
the   book,   than   the  blood    flopped  j 
then,    to  the  great  furprize  of  the 
king,  and  all  the  fpeftators,  it  open- 
ed it's  eyes,  and  faid — "  Sir,  will 
;  your  majefty  be    pleafed   to   open 
;  the  book  ?"     The  king  opened  it; 
and  finding  that  one  leaf  was  as  it 
were  glued  to  another,  that  he  might 
turn  it  with  the  more  eafe,  he  put  his 
finger  to  his  mouth  and  wet  it  with 
fpittle.     He  did  fo  till  he  came  to  the 
fixth  leaf;  and  finding  no  writing  on 
the   place  where  he  was  bid  to  look 
for  it — "  Phyfician,"  fakl  he  to  the 
head,    "  here  is   nothing  writ."— 
1  Turn  over  feme  more  leaves,"  re- 
plied the  head.     The  king  continued 
to  turn  over,  putting  always  his  fin- 
ger to  his  mouth,  until  the  poifon, 
with  which  each  leaf  was  imbrued, 
producing    it's    effecl,     the    prince 
found  himfelf,  all  of  a  fudden,  taken 
with   an    extraordinary  fit;  his  eve- 
fjght  failed,  and  he  fell  down  at  the 
e  foot 
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'  foot  of  the  throne  in  great  convul- 
'  fions.' 

At  thefe  words,  Scheherazade  per- 
ceiving day,  gave  the  fultan  notice  of 
it,  and  forebore  fpeaking. 

«  Ah,  dearfifter!'  laid  Dinarzade, 

*  hew  grieved  am  I  that  you  have  not 

*  timetofmifh  this  ftory:  I  fhould  bein- 
confolable  were  you  to  lof?  your  life  to- 
day.'——' Sifter,'  replied  the  fultanefs, 
that  mo  ft  be  as  the  fultan  pleafes;  but 
I  hope  he  will  be  fo  good  as  to  fuipend 
my  death  till  to-morrow.' 

And  accordingly,  Schahriar,  far  from 
ordering  her  death  that  day,  expected 
next  night  with  much  impatience;  ib 
earned  was  he  to  hear  out  the  ftory  of 
the  Grecian  king,  and  the  fequel  of 
that  of  the  fiflierman  and  the  Genius. 


NIGHT    XVII. 

THOUGH  Dinarzade  was  very 
curious  to  hear  the  reft  of  the  ftory 
of  the  Grecian  king,  (he  did  not  awake 
that  night  fo  foon  as  ufual,  fo  that  it 
was  almoftday  before  fhe  called  upon 
the  fultanefs;  and  then  faid— •'  I  pray 
'  you,  fitter,  to  continue  the  wonderful 

•  ftory  of  the  Grecian  king;  but  make 

*  hafte,Ibefeechyou,  for  it  will  fpeedily 
«  be  day.' 

Scheherazade  refumed  her  ftory  where 
/he  left  off  the  day  before. 


'  When  the  phyfician  Douban,  or 
'  rather  his  head,  faw  that  the  poifon 

<  had  taken  effect,   and  that  the  king 
'  had  but   a  few   moments  to  live — 
"c  Tyrant,"  it  cried,  "  now  you   fee 
<c  how  princes  are  treated,  who,  abufing 
**  their  authority,  cut  off  innocent  men: 
«  God  punilhes,  foon  or  late,  their  in- 
<f  juftice   and   cruelty."     Scarce    had 
«  the  head  fpoke  thefe  words,  when  the 
'  king  fell  down  dead,  and  the  head 

<  itfelf  loft  what  life  it  had. 

*  Such  was  the  end  of  the  Grecian 

*  king  and  the  phyfician  Douban/ 

'  I  muft  return  now  to  the  ftory  of 

*  the  fi  (Herman  and  the  Genius,'  faid 
Scheherazade;    *  but  it  is  not  worth 
'  while  to  begin  it  now,  for  it  is  day.* 

The  fultan,  who  always  obferved  his 
hours  regularly,  could  ftay  no  longer, 
but  got  upj  and  having  a  mind  to  hear 


the  feqnelof  the  ftory  of  the  Genius  and 
the  fifherman,  he  bid  the  fultanefs  pre- 
pare to  tell  it  him  next  night. 


NIGHT    XVIII. 

DINARZADE    made    amend* 
this  night  for  laft  night's  neglecl; 
fhe  awaked  a  long  time  before  day,  and, 
calling  upon   Scheherazade — '   Sifter,' 
faid  (he,  '  if  you  be  not  arteep,   pray 
give  us  the  reft  of  the  ftory  of  the 
fifherman  and  theGen;us;  you  know 
the  fuhan  defires  to  hear  it  as  well  as 
I.' — '  I  mall  foon  fatisfy  his  curiofity 
and    yours,'  anfwered  the  fultanefsj 
and  then,  addrefiing  herfclf  to  Schah- 
riar,  continued  thus. 


As  foon  as  the  fifherman  had  con- 
cluded the  hiftory  of  the  Grecian  king 
and  his  phyfician  Douban,  he  made  the 
application  to  the  Genius,  whom  heftill 
kept  (hut  up  in  the  veflel.  '  If,  the 

*  Grecian  king,1  faid  he,  «  would  have 

*  fuffered   the  phyfician   to  live,   God 
1  would  alfo  have  fuffered  him  to  livej 
'  but  he  rejected  his  moft  humble  pray- 

*  ersj  and  it  is  the  fame  with  thee.     O 
'  Genius  !  could  I  have  prevailed  with 
'  thee  to  grant  me  the  favour  I  de- 
'   manned,  I  fhould  now  have  had  pity 

*  upon  thee;  but  fince,  notwithftand- 
'  ing  the  extreme  obligation  thou  waft 
'  under  to  me,    for    having   fet   thee 

*  at  liberty,  thou  didft  perfift  in  thy 

*  defign  to  kill  me,  I  am  obliged,  in 
'  my  turn,   to  be  as  hard-hearted  to 
«  thee.' 

'  My  good  friend  fifherman,*  re- 
plied the  Genius,  «  I  conjure  thee  once 
'  mote  not  to  be  guilty  of  fo  cruel  a 

*  thing;  confider,  that  it  is  not  good 

*  to  avenge  one's  felf,  and  that,  on  the 

*  other  hand,  it  is  commendab*le  to  do 

*  good  for  evil :  do  not  treat  me  as  Irria- 
'  ma  treated  Ateca  formerly.' — «  And 
'  what  did  Imama  to  Ateca?'  replied 
the  fifherman.     *  Ho!'    faid  the  Ge- 
nius, « if  you  have  a  mind  to  know  it, 
'  open  the  veflel;  do  you  think  that  I 
'  can  be  in  a  humour  to  tell  ftorics  in 

*  fo  clofe  a  prifon  ?  I  will  tell  you  as 
'  many  as  you  pleafe  when  you  let  me 
'  out.' — '  No,'  faid  the  fifherman,  '  I 
'  will  not  let  thee  out;  it  is  in  vain  to 
<  talk  of  it;  I  am  juft  going  to  throw 
«  thee  into  the  bottom  of  the  fea.'— 

«  Hear 
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than  ever  yon  had  in  your  life.    You 
may  come  every  day  to  fifh  in  this 
pond :  and  I  give  thee  warning  not  to 
throw  in  thy  nets  above  once  a  day, 
otherwife  you  will  repent  it.     Take 
heed,   and   remember  my  advice;  if 
you  follow  it  exactly,   you  will  find! 
your  account  in  it.'     Having  fpoke 
thus,  he  ftruck  his  foot  upon  the  ground, 
which   opened,    and   fhut  again   after 
it  had  fwallowed  him  up. 

The  fifherman  being  refolved  to  fol. 
low  the  Genius's  advice  exaclly,  for- 
bore cafting  in  his  nets  a  fecond  time; 
and  returned  to  the  town  very  well  fa* 
tisfied  with  his  fifb,  and  making  a 
thonfand  reflections  upon  his  adven- 
ture. He  went  immediately  to  the  ful- 
taif  s  palace  to  prefent  him  his  fifli. 


*  Hear  me  one  word  more,'  cried  the 
Genius;  *  I  promifc  to  do  thee  no  hurt: 

*  nay,  far  from  that,  I  will  (hew  thee 
'  a  way  how  thou  mayeft  become  ex- 

<  ceedingly  rich.' 

The  hope  of  delivering  himfelf  from 
poverty  prevailed  with  the  fifherman. 

*  I  could  liften  to  thee,'  faid  he,  '  were 

*  there  any  credit  to  be  given  to  thy 

*  word;  fwear. to  me  by  the  great  name 

*  of  God,  that  you  will  faithfully  per- 

*  form  what  you  promife,  and  I  will 

*  open  the  veffel;  I  do  not  believe  you 
'  will  dare  to  break  fuch  an  oath.' 

The  Genius  fwore  to  him,  and  the 
fifherman  immediately  took  off  the  co- 
vering of  the  veflel:  at  that  very  in- 
ftant  the  fmoke  came  out;  and  the  Ge- 
nius having  refumed  his  form,  as  be- 
fore, the  firft  thing  he  did  was  to  kick, 
the  veflel  into  the  fea.  This  aftion 
frighted  the  fiflierman:  '  Genius,'  faid 
he,  '  what  is  the  meaning  of  that  ? 
'  Will  not  you  keep  the  oath  you  juft 

<  now  made  ?  And  muft  I  fay  to  you, 
'  as  the  phyfician  Douban  faid  to  the 
'  Grecian  king — "  Suffer  me  to  live, 
"  and  God  will  prolong  your  days?" 

The  Genius  laughed  at  the  fifher- 
man's  fear,  and  anfwered — «  No,  fifh- 

*  erman,  be  not  afraid;  I  only  did  it  to 
'  divert  myfelf,    and   to    fee  if  thou 

*  wou'dft  be  alarmed  at  it:  but,  to  per- 
'  fuade  thee  that  I  am  in  earneft,  take 

*  thy  nets  and  follow   me.'     As    he 
fpoke  thefe  words,  he  walked  before 
the  fifherman;  who,  having  taken  up 
his  nets,  followed  him,  but  with  fome 
diftruft:  they  paffed  by  the  town,  and 
came  to  the  top  of  a  mountain,  from 
•whence  they  defcended  into  a  vaft  plain, 
which  brought  them  to  a  great  pond, 
that  lay  betwixt  four  hills. 

When  they  came  to  the  fide  of  the 
pond,  the  Genius  faid  to  the  fiiher- 
man— '  Caft  in  thy  nets,  and  take  fifh  :' 
the  fifherman  did  not  doubt  to  catch 
fome,  becaufe  he  faw  a  great  number 
in  the  pond;  but  he  was  extremely  fur- 
prized,  when  he  found  they  were  of 
four  colours,  that  is  to  fay,  white,  red, 
blue,  and  yellow.  He  threw  in  his 
nets,  and  brought  out  one  of  each  co- 
lour: having  never  feen  the  like,  he 
could  not  but  admire  them;  and  judg- 
ing that  he  might  get  a  considerable 
fum  for  them,  he  was  very  joyful. 
'  Carry  thofe  fi(h,'  faid  the  Genius  to 
him,  '  and  prefent  them  to  thy  fultan; 
f  he  will  give  you  more  money  for  them 


«  But,  Sir,'  faid  Scheherazade,  <  I 
perceive  day,  and  muftftop  here. 
«  Dearfifter,'  faid  Dinarzade,   '  hc\v 
furprizing  are  the  laft events  you  have 
told  us  !   I  have  much  ado  to  belie  /e 
that  any  thing  you  have  to  fay  can  be 
more  furprij|Kig.* — '  Sifter,'  replied 
he  folta'nefs,  *  if  the  fultan  my  matter 
will  let  me  live  till  to-morrow,  I  am 
perfuaded  you  will  find  the  fequel  of 
the  (lory  of  the  fifherman  more  won- 
derful than  the  beginning  of  it,  and 
incomparably  more  diverting.' 
Schahriar,  being  curious  to  know  if 
the  remainder  cf  the  ftory  of  the  fifher- 
man   would  be  fuch  as   the   fultanefs 
faid,  put  off  the  execution  of  the  cruel 
law  one  day  more. 


NIGHT    XIX. 

TOWARDS  morning  Dinarzade 
called    the  fultanefs,  and  faid — 
D,earfifter,  my  peudulum  tells  me  it 
will  be  day  fpeedily;  therefore  pray 
continue  the  hiftory  of  the  fifherman: 
I  am   extremely  impatient  to  know 
what  the  iffue  of  it  was.'     Schehera- 
zade having  demanded  leave  of  Schah- 
riar, refumed  her  difcourie  as  follows. 

SIR, 

I  leave  itto  your  majefty  tothinkhow 
much  the  fuitan  was  furprj*7ed  when  be 
faw  the  four  filhes  which  the  fii'herman 
prefented  him.  He  took  them  up  one 
after  another,  and  beheld  them  with  at- 
tention; and  after  having  admired  them 
a  long  tune— «  Take  thofe  fifties,'  {aid 
?  he 
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he  to  his  prime  vizier,  '  and  carry  them 
'  to  the  fine  cook-maid  that  the  ein- 
«  pcrorof  the  Greeks  has  fcnt  me.  I 
'  cannot  imagin-e  but  that  they  muft  be 
'  as  £^ood  as  they  are  fine.' 

The  vizier  carried  them  himfelf  to 
the  cook,  and  delivered  them  into  her 
hands:  '  Look  ye,'  faid  he,  '  here  are 

*  four  fifties  newly  brought  to  the  ful- 

*  tan;    he  orders  you  to   drefs  them 5* 
and,  having  fo  faid,   returned  to  the 
fultan  his  matter,  who  ordered  him  to 
give  the  fiftierman  four  hundred  pieces 
of  gold  of  the  coin   of  that  country, 
which  he  did  accordingly. 

The  fifherman,  who  had  never  feen 
fo  much  cafh  in  his  life-time,  could 
fo.a/ce  believe  his  own  good  fortune, 
but  thought  it  muft  needs  be  a  dream, 
till  he  found  it  to  be  real,  when  he  pro- 
vided neceffaries  for  his  family  with 
it. 

But,  Sir,  (faid  Scheherazade)  having 
told  you  what  happened  to  the  fi/her- 
man,  I  muft  acquaint  you  next  with 
what    befel    the    fujtan's    cook- maid, 
whom  we  (hall  find  in  a  mighty  per- 
plexity.    As  foon  as  fhe  had  gutted  the 
lifhes,  (he  put  them  upon  the  fire  in  a 
frying-pan,  with  oil;    and    when    fhe 
thought  then)  fried  enough  on  one  fide, 
fhe  turned  them  upon   the  other;  but, 
O  monflrous  prudigy  !  fcavce  were  they 
turned  when    the  wall  of  the  kitchen 
opened,  and  in  came  a  young  lady  of 
wonderful    beauty,    and   comely   fize. 
She  was  clad  in  flowered  fattin,  after 
the  Egyptian  manner,  with   pendants 
in  her  ears,  a  necklace  of  hrge  pearl, 
and  bracelets  of  gold,  garnifhed  with 
rubies,  with   a  rod  of  myrtle   in    her 
hand.     She  came  towards  the  frying- 
pan,  to    the  great   amazement  of  the 
cook-maid,  who  continue,!  imnioveable 
at   the  fight;  and   ftriking  one   of  the 
fifties  with  the  end  of  the  rod,  faid — 
'  Fifti,    fifh !  art  thou   in   thy   duty?' 
The  fi!h  having  anfwered  nothing,  /he 
repeated  thefe  words,  and  then  the  four 
'if'ted  up  their  heads  all  together, 
to  her — '  Yes,  yes:  if  you 
on,   we  reckon;  if  you  pay  your 
-:    if  you  fly,  we 
•I'-vnt.*  As  foon 
;     words,  the 
ryiug.-pan,    and 
open  part  of  the 
--'diutely,  and  be- 


The  cook-maid  was  mightily  fright- 
ened  at  this;  and  coming  a  little  to 
herfelf,  went  to  take  up  the  fifties  that 
fell  upon  the  hearth,  but  found  them 
blacker  than  coal,  and  not  fit  to  be  car- 
ried to  the  fultan.  She  was  griev- 
oufly  troubled  at  it,  and  fell  a  weep- 
ing molt  bitterly.  «  Alas  !'  faid  fhe, 
'  what  will  become  of  me!  If  I  tell 
'  the  fultan  what  I  have  feen,  I  am  fure 
'  he  will  not  believe  me,  but  will  bs 
f  mightily  enraged  againft  me.' 

Whilft  (he  was  thus  bewailing  herfelf, 
in  came  the  grand  vizier,  and  afked 
her  if  the  fifties  were  ready.  She  tolcf 
him  all  that  had  happened,  which  we 
may eafily  imagine aftonifhed him  migh- 
tily; but  without  fpeaking  a  word  of  it 
to  the  fultan,  he  invented  an  excufe 
that  Satisfied  him;  and  fending  imme- 
diately for  the  fifherman,  bid  him  bring 
four  more  fuch  fifh,  for  a  misfortune 
had  befallen  the  other,  that  they  were 
not  fit  to  be  carried  to  the  fultan.  The 
filherman,  without  faying  any  thing  of 
what  the  Genius  had  told  him,  in  order 
to  excufe  himfelf  from  bringing  them 
that  very  day,  told  the  vizier,  he  had 
a  great  \vsy  to  go  for  them,  but  would 
certainly  bring  them  to-morrow. 

Accordingly,  the  fifherman  went 
away  by  night;  and  coming  to  thepond, 
threw  in  his  nets  betimes  next  morn- 
ing, took  four  fuch  fifties  as  the  form- 
er, and  brought  them  to  the  vizier  at 
the  hour  appointed.  The  minifter  took, 
them  himfelf,  carried  them  to  the  kit- 
chen, and  fhutting  himfelf  up  alone 
with  the  cook-maid,  fhe  gutted  them, 
and  put  them  on  the  fire  as  fhe  had  done 
the  four  others  the  day  before:  when 
they  were  fried  on  one  fide,  and  fhe 
had  turned  them  on  the  other,  the  kit- 
chen wall  opened,  and  the  fame  lady 
came  in,  with  the  rod  in  her  hand, 
flruck  one  of  the  fifties,  fpoke  to  it  as 
before,  and  all  four  gave  her  the  fame 
anfwer. 

'  But,  Sir,'  faid  Scheherazade,  «  day 
appears,  which  obliges  me  to  break 
oif.  What  I  have  told  you  is  indeed 
very  fingular;  but  if  I  be  alive  to- 
morrow,  I  will  tell  you  other  things, 
which  are  yet  better  worth  youf 
hearing.'1 

Schahi  iar,  conceiving  that  the  fequel 
mull  be  very  curious,  refolved  to  heaj; 
her  next  night. 

NIGHT 


NIGHT    XX. 

NEXT  morning  the  fultan  pre- 
vented Dinarzade,  and  faid  to 
Scheherazade—4  Madam,  I  pray  you 
<  make  an  end  of  the  ftoryof  the  fifher- 
'  man;  lam  impatientto  hear  it.1  Upon 
which  the  i'ultanefs  continued  it  thus. 
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The  fifties  had  no  fconer  finished 
thefe  words,  but  the  black  threw  the 
pan  into  the  middle  cf  the  clofet,  and. 
reduced  the  fifties  to  a  coal.  Having 
done  this,  he  retired  fiercely;  and  en- 
tering again  into  the  hole  cf  the  w?!Jt 
it  fhut,  and  appeared  juft  as  it  did  be- 
fore. 

'  After  what  I  have  Teen/  faid  the 
fultan  to  the  vizier,  '  it  will  not  be 
'  poffible  for  me  to  be  eafy  in  my  mind. 

*  Thefe    fifh,    without  doubt,    llgnify 
(  fortieth  ing  extraordinary,  in  which  I 

*  have  a  mind  to  be  fatisfied.'  He  fef.t 
for  the  fiflierman;  and  when  he  came, 
faid  tohim — <  Fiflierman,  the  fifties  you 
1  have  brought  us  make  me  very  un- 
«  eafy;   where  did  you  catch  them?"—- 

*  Sir,'  anfwered  he,  «  I  fifhed  for  them 
'  in  a  pond  fituated  betwixt  four  hills, 

*  beyond  the  mountain  that  we  fee  from 
'  hence.' — 'Knoweft  thou  that  pond?* 
faid  the  fultan  to  the  vizier.  *  No,  Sir," 
replied  he,   (  I  never  fo  much  as  heard 

*  of  it;  and  yet  it  is  not  fixty  years 
'   fmce  I  hunted  beyond  that  mountain, 
'  and  thereabouts.'     The  fultan  afked 
the  fiflierman,  how  far  the  pond  might 
be  from  the  palace ;  who  anfwered, it  wa« 
not  above  three  hours  journey:  upon 
this   affurance,   and  there    being   day 
enough  beforehand,  the   fultan    com- 
manded all  his  court  to  take  horfe,  and 
the  fiflierman  ferved  them  for  a  guide. 
They  all  afcended  the  mountain,  and 
at  the  foot  of  it  they  law,  to  their  great 
furprize,  a  vaft  plain,   that  nobody  had 
obierved  till  then;  and  at  laft  they  came 
to  the  pond,  which  they  found  actually 
to  be  fituated  betwixt  four  hills,  as  the 
fifherman  had  faid.     The  water  cf  it 
was  fo  tranfparent,  that  they  obferved 
all  the  fifhes  to  be  like  thofe  which  tiie 
fiflierman  had  brought  to  the  palace. 

The  fultan  rtaid  upon  the  bank  of 
the  pond;  and,  after  beholding  the  fifh  - 
es  with  admiration,  he  demanded  of  his 
emirs,  and  all  his  courtiers,  if  it  was 


After  the  jfour  fifties  had  anfwered  the 
younT  lady,  (lie  overturned  the  frying- 
pan  with  her  rod,and  retired  through  the 
fame  place  from  whence  (he  came  out. 
The  grand  vizier  being  witnefs  to  what 
had  pafTed — '  This  is  too  furprizing  and 
«  extraordinary,'  faid  he,  *  to  be  con- 

*  cealed  from  the  fultan;  I  will  inform 
'  him  of  this   prodigy:'  which  he  did 
accordingly,  and  gave  him  a  very  faith- 
ful account  of  all  that  happened. 

The  fultan,  being  much  furprized, 
was  mighty  impatient  to  fee  this  him- 
felf.  To  this  end,  he  fent  immediately 
for  the  fiflierman,  and  faid  to  him — 
'  Friend,  cannot  you  bring  me  four 
<  more  fuch  fifhes  ?'  The  fifherman  re- 
plied— '  If  your  majefty  will  be  pleafed 

*  to  allow  me  three  days  time,  I  will 
«  do  it.'     Having  obtained  his  time, 
he  went  to  the  pond  immediately;  and, 
at  the  firft  throwing  in  of  his  net,  he 
took   four    fuch   fifhes,    and  brought 
them  prefently  to  the  fultan;  who  was 
fo  much  the  more  rejoiced  at  it,  that 
he  did   not  expect  them  fo  foon,  and 
ordered  him  other  four  hundred  pieces 
of  gold.     As  foon  as  the  fultan  got  the 
fifh,  he  ordered  them  to  be  carried  into 
the  clofet,  with  all  that  was  neceflary 
for  frying  them;  and  having  flint  him- 
felf  up  there  with  his  vizier,  that  mini- 
fter  gutted  them,  put  them  in  the  pan 
upon  the  fire,  and  when  they  were  fried 
on    one  fide,    turned   them   upon    the 
ether:  then  the  wall  of  the  clofet  open- 
ed; butinftead  of  the  young  lady,  there 
came  out  a  black,  in  the  habit  of  a  flave, 
and  of  a  gigantick  ftature,  with  a  great 
green  battoon    in  his   hand.     He  ad- 
vanced towards  the  pan;  and  touching 
one  of  thefiflies  with  his  battoon,  faid 
to    it,    with  a  tenible  voice — c  Fifh, 
«  art  thou    in    thy   duty  ?'     At  thefe 
words  the  fifhes  raifed  up  their  heads, 
and   anfwered — c  Yes,    yes,    we  are  : 

*  if  you  reckon,  we  reckon;  if  you  pay 
'  your  debts,  we  pay  ours;  if  you  fiy, 

*  vr§  overcome,  and  are  content.' 


poffible  they  had  never  feen  this  pond, 
which  was  within  fo  little  way  of  the 
town.  They  all  anfwered,  that  they 
had  never  fo  much  as  heard  of  it. 

'   Since  you  all  agree,'  faid  he,  '  that 
you  never  heard  of  it,  and  as  I  am  no 
lefs  aftonifhed  than  you   are  at  this 
novelty,  I  am  refolved  not  to  return  to 
my  palace  till  I  know  how  this  pond 
came  hither,  and  why  all  the  fi(h  ir>. 
it  are  of  four  different  colours.'  Hav- 
ing fpoke  thus,  he  ordered  his  court  to 
F  z  encamp; 
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encamp;  and  immediately  his  pavilion 
and  the  tents  of  his  houfhold  were  plant- 
ed upon  the  banks  of  the  pond. 

When  night  came,  the  fultan  retired 
under  his  pavilion,  and  fpoke  to  the 
grand  vizier  by  himfelf,  thus:   '  Vi- 
zier, my  mind  is  very  uneafy;  this 
pond  tranfported  hither;  the   black 
that  appeared  to  us  in  my  clofet,  and 
the  fifhes  that  we  heard  fpeak;  all  this 
fo   much    whets  my  curiofity,  that 
I  cannot  refiftthe  impatient  delire  that 
I  have  to  be  fatisfied  in  it.     To  this 
end  I  am  refolved  to  withdraw  alone 
from  the  camp;  and  I  order  you  to 
keep  my  abfence  fecret:  ftay  in  my 
pavilion,  and  to-morrow    morning, 
when  the  emirs  and  courtiers  come  to 
attend  my  levee,  fend  them  away,  and 
tell  them,  that  I  am  fomewhat  indif- 
pofed,  and  have  a  mind  to  be  alone; 
and  the  following  days  tell  them  the 
fame  thing,  till  I  return/ 
The  grand  vizier  faid  feveral  things 
to  divert  the  fultan  from  his  defign;  ha 
rcprefented  to  him  the  danger  to  which 
he  might  be  expofed,  and  that  all  his 
labour  might  be  in  vain.     But  it  was 
to  no  purpofe;  the  fultan  was  refolved 
on  it,  and  would  go.     He  put  on  a  fuit 
fit  for  walking,  and  took  his  fcymetar; 
and  as  foon  as  he  faw  that  all  was  quiet 
in  the  camp,  he  fet  out  alone,  and  went 
over  one  of   the  hills  without   much 
difficulty;  he   found  the   defcent  (lift 
more  eafy;  and  when  he  came  to  the 
plain,  walked  on  till  the  fun  arofe,  and 
then  he  faw  before  him,  at  a  confider- 
able  diftance,  a  great  building.  He  re- 
joiced atthe  fight,  in  hopes  of  beingin- 
formed  there  of  what  he  had  a  mind 
to   know.     When   he  came   near,  he 
found  it  was  a  magnificent  palace,  or 
nther  a  very  ftrong  caftle,  of  fine  black 
polifhed  marble,  and  covered  with  fine 
iteel,as  fmooth  as  a  looking- glafs.  Be- 
ing mightily  pleafed  that  he  had  fo  fpee- 
dily  met  with  fomething  worthy  his  cu- 
riofity, he  flopped  before  the  front  of 
the  caftle,  and  confidered  it  with  abun- 
dance of  attention. 

He  afterwards  came  up  to  the  gate, 
which  had  two  leaves,  one  of  them  open ; 
though  he  might  have  entered  when  lie 
would,  yet  he  thought  it  beft  to  knock. 
He  knocked  at  fir  ft  foftly,  and  waited 
for  fome  time;  but  feeing  nobody,  and 
fuppofing  they  had  not  heard  him,  he 
knocked  harder  the  fecond  time,  but 
neither  feeing  nor  hearing  any  body,te 


knocked  again  and  again,  but  no  body 
appearing,  it furprizednim extremely; for 
he  could  not  think  that  a  caftle  fo  well 
in  repair  was  without  inhabitants.  'If 
«_there  be  nobody  in  it/  faid  he  to 
himfelf,  '  I  have  nothing  to  fear}  and 
'  if  there  be,  I  have  wherewith  to  de- 
'  fend  myfelf.' 

At  laft  he  entered;  and  when  he  came 
within  the  porch,  he  cried — '  Is  there 

*  nobody  here  to  receive  a  ftranger.  who 

*  comes  in  for  fome  refreshment  as  he 
'  paifesby?'  He  repeated  the  fame  words 
two  or  three  times;  but  though  he  fpoke 
very  high,  nobody  anfwered.     This  fi- 
lence   encreafed    his   aftonifhment;  lie 
came  into  a  very  fpacious  court,  and 
looking  on  every  fide,  to  fee  if  he  could 
perceive  any  body,  he  faw  no  living 
creature.  

«  But,  Sir,'  faid  Scheherazade,  «  day 

*  appears,  and  I  muft  ftop.' 

*  Ah,  fiftei!'  faid  Dinarzade,  'you 
'  break  off  at  the  very  beft  of  the  ftory.* 
— -'  It  is  true,'  anfwered  the  fultahefs; 
'  but,  fitter,  you  fee  I  am  forced  to  do 
'  fo.  If  my  lord  the  fultan  pleafes, 
'  you  may  hear  the  reft  to-morrow.' 

Schahriar  agreed  to  this,  not  fo  much 
to  pleafe  Dinarzade,  as  to  fatisfy  his 
own  curiofity,  being  mightily  impa- 
tient to  know  what  adventure  the  prince 
met  with  in  the  caftle. 


NIGHT    XXI. 

DINARZADE,  to  make  amends 
for  her  neglccl  the  night  before, 
never  clofed  her  eyes;  and  when  (he 
thought  it  was  time,  awaked"  the  fulta- 
nefs,  faying  to  her — '  My  dear  fifter, 
*  pray  give  us  an  account  of  what  hap- 
'  pened  in  the  fine  caftle  where  you  left 
'  us  yefterday.' 

Scheherazade  forthwith  relumed  her 
ftory;  %nd,  addreffing  herfeif  to  Schah- 
riar, faid— 

SIR, 

The  fultan  perceiving  nobody  in  the 
court,  entered  the  great  halls,  which 
were  hung;  with  filk  tapeftry,  the  al- 
coves and  fofas  were  covered  with  fluffs 
of  Mecca, -and  the  porches  with  th« 
richeft  fluffs  of  the  Indies,  mixed  with 
gold  and  filver.  He  came  afterwards 
into  an  admirable  faloon,  in  the  middle 
of  which  there  was  a  great  fountain, 

with 
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with  a  lion  of  ma  fly  gold  at  each  cor- 
ner: water  ifTued  from  the  mouths  of  the 
four  lions;  and  this  water,  as  it  fell, 
formed  diamonds  and  pearls,  that  very 
well  anfwered  a  jett  of  water,  which 
fpringing  from  the  middle  of  the  foun- 
tain, role  as  high  almoft  as  the  bottom 
of  a  cupola,  painted  after  the  Arabian 
manner. 

The  cattle,  on  three  fides,  was  en- 
compafTed  by  a  garden,  with   flower- 
pots, waterworks,  groves,  and  a  thou  - 
fand  other  fine  things  concurring  to  em- 
bellifh    it;  and    what   compleated    the 
beauty  of  the  place,  was   an   infinite 
number  of  birds,  which  filled  the  air 
with  their  harmonious  notes,  and  al- 
ways ftaid  there,  nets  being  fpread  over 
the  trees,  and  fattened  to  the  palace,  to 
keep  them  in.     The  fultan  walked  a 
long  time  from  apartment  to  apartment, 
where  he  found  every  thing  very  grand 
and    magnificent.     Being    tired    with 
walking,  he  fat  down  in  an  open  clofet, 
which  had  a  view  over  the  garden;  and 
there  reflecting  upoa  what  he  had  al- 
ready feen,  and  then  fiw,  all  of  a  fud- 
den  he  heard   the  voice  of  one  com- 
plaining, accompanied  with  lamentable 
cries.      He  liftened  with  attention,  and 
heard  diftinctly  thefe  fad  words:  '  O 
Fortune!  thou  who  wouldft  not  fuf- 
fer  me  longer  to  enjoy  a  happy  lot, 
and  haft  made  me  the  moft  unfortu- 
nate man   in   the  world,   forbear  to 
perfccute  me,  and  by  a  fpeedy  death 
put  an  end  to  my  farrows.     Alas!  is 
it  poflible  that  I  am  ftill  alive,  after 
the  many  torments!  have  fuffefed?' 
The  fultan  being  affected  with  thefe 
piteous  complaints,  rofe  up,  and  made 
toward  the  place  where  he  heard  the 
voice;  and  when  he  came  to  the  gate 
of  a  great  hall,  he  opened  it,  and  law 
a  handibme  young  man,  richjy  habited, 
fet  upon  a  throne  jiaifed  a  little  above 
the  ground.     Melancholy  was  painted 
on  his  looks.     The  fultan  drew  near, 
and  faluted  him;  the  young  man  re- 
turned him  his  falute,  by  a  low  bow 
with  his  head;  but  not  being  able  to 
rife  up,  he  faid  to  the  fultan — «  My 
lord,  I  am  very  well  fatisfied  that  you 
defervel  fhouldrifeupto  receive  you, 
and  do  you  all  poffible  honour;  but  I 
am  hindered  from  doing  fo  by  a  very 
fad  reafon,  and  therefore  hope  you 
will  not  take  it  ill.'—'  My  lord,'  re- 
plied   the  fultan,  *  I  am   very  much 
*  obliged  to  you  for  having  fo  good  an 


'  opinion  of  me:  as  to  the  reafon  of 

*  your  not  rifing,  whatever  your  apo- 
'  logy  be,  I  heartily  accept  it.    Being 

*  drawn  hither  by  your  complaints,  and 

*  afflicted  by  your  grief,  I  come  to  offer 

*  you  my  help;  would  to  God  it  lay 

*  in  my  power  to  eafe  you  of  your  trou- 
'  ble!   I  would  do  my  utmoft  to*effe£t 
«  it.     I    flatter  myfelf  that   you    will 
'  willingly  tell  me  the  hiftory  of  your 

*  misfortunes;  but  pray  tell  mefirtt,  the 

*  meaning  of  the  pond  near  the  palace, 
c  where  the  fifties  are  of  four  colours? 
'  what  this  caftle  is?  how  you  came  to 
«  be  here?  and  why  you  are  alone?' 

Inltead  of  anfwering  thefe  queftions, 
the  young  man  began  to  weep  bitterly. 

*  O  how  inconft-ant  is  fortune!'  cried 
he:   '  flie  takts  pleafure  to  pull  ciowti 
'  thofe  men  fhe  had  raifed  u,p.    Where 

*  are  they  who  enjoy  quietly  the  hap- 

*  pinefs  which  they  hold  of  her,  and 

*  whofe  day  is  always  clear  and  ferenef* 
The  fultan,  moved  with  cooipaflloa 

to  fee  him  in  that  condition,  prayed  him 
forthwith  to  tell  him  the  caufe  of  hi* 
exceilive  grief.  *  Alas,  my  lord!'  re- 
plied the  young  man,  «  how  is  it  pof- 

*  fible  but  I  fhould  grieve!   and  why 
'   fhould  not  my  eyes  be  inexhauftible 

*  fountains  of  tears?'  At  thefe  words, 
lifting  up  his  gown,  he  Ihewed  the  ful- 
tan that  he  was  man  only  from  the  head 
to  the  girdle,  and  that  the  other  half  of 
his  body  was  black  marble. 

Here  Scheherazade  broke  off,  and 
told  the  fultan  that  day  appeared. 

Schahriar  was  fo  much  charmed  with 
the  ftory,  and  became  fo  much  in- love 
with  Scheherazade,  that  he  refolded  to 
let  her  live  a  month.  He  got  up,  how- 
ever, as  ufual,  without  acquainting  her 
with  his  refolution. 


NIGHT    XXIL 

DINARZADE  was  fo  impatient 
to  hear  out  the  ftory,  that  flie  call- 
ed her  filter  next  morning  fooner  than 
ufual,  and  faid  to  her — *  Sifter,  pray 
«  continue  the  wonderful  ftory  you  be- 
*  gan,  but  could  not  make  an  end  of 
'  yefterday  morning.' — '  I  agree  to  it,* 
replied  thefultanefs:  'hearken  then.* 

You  may  eafily  imagine,  (continued 

fhe)  that  the  fultan  was  (trangely  fur- 

prijzed  when  he  faw  the  deplorable  con- 

tluioa 
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dition  of  the  young  man.  'That  which 
you  Ihew  me,'  laid  he,  '  as  it  fills  me 
with  horror,  whets  my  curiofity;  fo 
that  I  am  impatient  to  hear  your  hif- 
tory,  which,  no  doubt,  is  very  ftrange : 
and  I  am  perfuaded  that  the  pond  and 
the  fifties  make  fome  part  of  it;  there- 
fore  I  conjure  you  to  tell  it  me.  You 
will  find  fome  comfort  in  it,  fince  it 
is  certain,  that  unfortunate  people 
find  fome  fort  of  eafe  in  telling  their 
misfortunes.'-—'  I  will  not  refufe  you 
this  fatisfaftion,'  replied  the  young 
man,  though  I  cannot  do  it  without 
renewing  my  grief.  But  I  give  you 
notice  before- hand,  to  prepare  your 
ears,  your  mind,  and  even  your  eyes, 
for  things  which  furpafs  all  that  the 
moft  extraordinary  imagination  can 
conceive. 


THE  HISTORY  OFTHE  YOUNG  KING 
OF  THE  BLACK  ISLES. 

*  VT'OU  muft  know,  my  lord,'  con- 
•*•  tinued  he,  <  that  my  father,  who 
was  called  Mahmoud,  was  king  of 
this  country.  This  is  the  kingdom 
of  the  Black  Ifles,  which  takes  it's 
name  from  the  four  little  neighbour- 
ing mountains,  for  thofe  mountains 
were  formerly  ifles :  thecapital,  where 
the  king  my  father  had  his  reiidence, 
was  where  that  pond  you  now  fee  is. 
The  fequel  of  my  hiftory  will  inform 
you  of  all  thofe  changes. 
"'  The  king  my  father  died  when  he 
was  feventy  years  of  age;  I  had  no 
fooner  fucceeded  him,  but  I  married, 
and  the  lady  I  chofe  to  (hare  the  royal 
dignity  with  me  was  my  coufm.  I 
had  all  the  reafon  imaginable  to  be 
fatisfied  in  her  love  to  me;  and,  for 
my  part,  had  fo  much  tendernefs  for 
her,  that  nothing  was  comparable  to 
the  good  understanding  betwixt  us, 
which  lafted  five  years;  at  the  end  of 
which  time,  I  perceived  the  queen 
my  coufm  had  no  more  delight  in 
me. 

'  One  day,  while  me  was  at  the  bath, 
I  found  myfelf  fleepy  after  dinner, 
and  lay  down  on  a  fofa.  Two  of  her 
ladies,  who  were  then  in  my  cham- 
ber, came  and  fat  down,  one  at  my 
head,  and  the  other  at  my  feet,  with 
fans  in  their  hands,  to  moderate  the 
heat,  and  hinder  ike  flies  from  trow- 


e  bling  me  in  my  deep.    They  thought 

*  I  was  faft,  and  fpoke  very  low  ;  but 
'  I  only  (hut  my  eyes,  and  heard  every 

*  word  they  faid. 

'  One  of  them  faid  to  the  other — "  I* 
"  not  the  queen  much  in  the  wrong 
"  not  to  love  fuch  an  amiable  prince 
"  as  this?"  —  "  Aye,  certainly  1"  re- 

*  plied  the  other:  "  for  my  part,  I  do 
"  not  underftand  it;  and  I  know  riot 
"  why  (he  goes  out  every  night,  and 
"  leaves  him  alone!   Is  it  pcffible  that 
"  he  does  not  perceive  it  ?" — "  Alas!'* 
'  faid  the  firft,  "  how  would  you  have 
"  him  to  perceive  it  ?  She  mixes  every 
<c  evening  in  his  drink  the  juice  of  a 
**  certain  herb,  which  makes  him  fleep 
"  fo  found  all  night,  that  flie  has  time 
"  to  go  where  me  pleafes  ;  and,  as  day 
"  begins  to  appear,  (he  comes  and  lies 
"  down  by  him  again,  and  wakes  him 
"  by  the  fmell  of  fomething  (he  puts 
*'  under  his  nofe." 

'  You  mayguefs,  my  lord,  how  much 
'  I  was  furpnzed  at  this  difcourfe,  and 

*  with  what  fentiments  itinfpired  me; 
'  yet,  whatever  emotions  it  made  with- 

*  in  me,  I  had  command  enough  over 
'  myfelf  to  diffemble  them,  and  feigned 
'  myfelf  to  awake  without  having  heard 

*  one  word  of  it. 

*  The  queen  returned  from  the  bath  5 
'  we  fupped  together  ;  and,  before  we 

*  went  to  bed,   (he  prefented  me  with 
'  a  cup  full  of  fuch  water  as  I  was  ac- 
'  cuftomed  to  drink  ;   but,  inftead  of 
'  putting  it  to  my  mouth,  I  went  to  a 

*  window  that  flood  open,  and  threw 
t  out  the  water  fo  privately,  that  fhe  did 

*  not  perceive  it,  and  put  the  cup  again 
'  into  her  hands,  to  periuade  her  that 
«  I  had  drank  it. 

'  We  went  to  bed  together;  and  foon 
'  after,  believing  that  I  was  afleep, 

*  though  I  was  not,  (lie  got  up  with  fo 
'  little  precaution,  that  (lie  faid,  fo  fond 
'  as  I  could  hear  it  diftinclly — "  Sleep, 
u  and  may  you  never  wake  again!" 
'  She  drefled  herfelf  fpeedily,  and  went 
'  out  of  the  chamber.' 

As  Scheherazade  fpoke  thofe  words, 
(he  faw  day  appear,  and  {topped. 

Dinarzade  had  heard  her  fitter  with  a 
great  deal  of  pleafure;  and  Schahriar 
thought  the  hiftoiy  of  the  King  of  the 
Black  Irtes  fo  worthy  of  his  curiofity, 
that  he  rofe  up  full  of  impatience  for 
the  reft  of  it. 

NIGHT 
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being  next  me,  I  ftruck  him  in  the 
neck,  and  he  inftantly  fell  to  the 
ground.  I  thought  I  had  killed  him? 
and  therefore  retired  fpeedily  with- 
out making  myfelf  known  to  the 
queen,  whom  I  had  a  mind  to  fpare, 
becaufe  (lie  was  my  kinfwoman. 

*  In  the  mean  time,  the  blow  I  had 
given  her  gallant  was  mortal ;  but 
(he  preferved  his  life  by  the  force  of 
her  enchantments  ;  in  fuch  a  manner, 
however,  that  he  could  not  be  faid  to 
be  either  dead  or  alive.  As  I  crofted 
the  garden  to  return  to  the  palace,  I 
heard  the  queen  cry  out  lamentably; 
and  judging  by  that  how  much  (he 
was  grieved,  I  was  pleaied  that  I  had 
fpared  her  life. 

'  When  I  returned  to  her  apartment, 
I  went  to  bed;  and,  being  fatisfied 
with  having  punifhed  the  villain  who 
had  difhonoured  me,  I  went  to  lleepi 
and  when  I  awaked  next  morning, 
found  the  queen  lying  by  me.' 


NIGHT    XXIII. 

AN  hour  before  day,  Dinarzade  be- 
ing awake,  failed  not  to  call  upon 
the  fultanefs,  and  farcf — '  Pray,  dear 
'  fifter,goon  with  the  hiftoryoftheyoung 
«  King  of  the  four  Black  Iflands/ 

Scheherazade,  calling  to  mind  where 
fhe  had  left  off,  refumed  the  ftory  thus. 

*  As  foon  as  the  queen  my  wife  went 

*  out,'  continued  the  King  of  the  Black 
Iflands,  *  I  got  up,  d  re  fled  myfelf  in 
'  hafte,  took  my  fcymetar,  and  followed 

*  her  fo  quick,  that  I  foon  heard  the 

*  found  of  her  feet  before  me,  and  then 

*  walked  foftly  after  her,  for  fear  of 

*  being  heard.     She  parTed  through  fe- 
'  veral  gates,  which  opened  upon  her 
'  pronouncing   fome  magical   words; 
'  and  the  la(t  (lie  opened  was  that  of 

*  the   garden,   which   (he  entered.     I 

*  flopped  at  that  gate,   that  (he  might 
4  not  perceive  me  as  (he  crofled  a  plat; 

*  and   looking  after  her  as  far  as   I 
'  could  in  the  night,  I  perceived  that 
•'  (he  entered  a  little  wood,  whofe  walks 
'  were  guarded  by  thick  pallifadoes. 
'  I  went  thither  by  another  way;  and, 

*  flipping  behind  the  pallifadoes  of  a 
'  long  walk,  I  faw  her  walking  there 

*  with  a  man. 

*  I  gave  very   good  heed   to  their 

*  difcourle,  and  heard  the  queen  fay 
'  thus  to    her  gallant:    "  I  do  not 
"  defcrve    to   be    upbraided   by    you 
"  for  want  of  diligence  ;    you  know 
*'  very  well  what  hinders  me;  but  if 
"  all  the  marks  of  love  that  I  have  al- 
"  ready  given  you  be  not  enough,  1 
**  am  ready  to  give  you  greater  marks 
"  of  it:  you  need  but  command  me; 
*(  you  know  my  power.  I  will,  if  you 
ff  defire  it,  before  fun-rifing,  change 
"  this  great  city,  and  this  fine  palace, 
"  into  frightful  ruins,  which  (hall  be 
"  inhabited  by  nothing  but  wolves, 
ft  owls,  and  ravens.  Would  you  have 
c<  me  tranfport  all  the  ftones  of  thefe 
"  walls,  folblidly  built,  beyond  Mount 
"  Caucafus,  and  out  of  the  bounds  of 
"  the  habitable  world  ;    fpeak  but  the 
"  word,  and  all  thofe  places  /hall  be 
«'  changed/' 

*  As  the  queen  finished  thefe  .word*, 
'  her  gallant  and  (he  came  to  the  end 

*  of  the  walk,  turned  to  enter  another, 

*  and  paffed  before  me.     I  had  already 

*  ci; 


Scheherazade  was  obliged  to  flop 
here,  becaufe  flie  faw  day- light. 

'  O  Heaven,  fifter!'  cried  Dinarzade, 
'  how  it  troubles  me  that  you  can  fay 
'  no  more!'—'  Sifter,'  replied  the  ful» 
tanefs,  '  you  ought  to  have  awaked  me 

*  more  early ;  it  is  your  fault.'  — '  I 
'  will  make  amends  next  night,'  faid 
Dinarzade ;  *  for  I  doubt  not  but  the 

*  fultan  will  be  as  willing  to  hear  out 
'  the  ftory  as  I  am  :  and  I  hope  he  will 
'  be  fo  good  as  to  let  you  live  one  day 
«  more.' 


NIGHT    XXIV. 

DINARZADE  was   aaually  aj 
good  her  word;    (he  called  the 
fultaneis  very  early,  faying  — «  Dear 
'  fifter,  if  you   are   not   afleep,   pray 

*  make  an  end  of  the  agreeable  hiftory 

*  of  the  King  of  the  Black  Ifles;  lam 
'   ready  to  die  with  impatience  to  know 

*  how   he  came   to  be   changed   intq 
'  marble.'  —  <  You  (hall  hear  it,'  re- 
plied Scheherazade,  «  if  the  fultan  will 

*  give  me  leave.' 

*  I  found  the  queen  lying  by  me, 
'  then,'  faid  the  King  of  the  Black 
Iflands:  *  I  cannot  tell  you  whether  (he 
'  ileptornot;  but  I  got  up  without 

*  making  any  noife,  and  went  to  my 

*  clofetj  where  I  made  an  end  of  dref. 
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f  fing  myfelf.     I  afterwards  went  and 
'  held  my  council ;  and  at  my  return, 

*  the  queen,  clad  in  mourning,  her  hair 

*  hanging  about  her  eyes,  and  part  of 

*  it  pulled  off,  prefented  herfelf  before 
'  me,  and  (aid — "  Sir,  I  come  to  beg 
'*  your  majefty  not  to  be  furprized  to 
"  fee  me  in  this  condition  ;  three  af-  • 
"  fiifting  pieces  of  news  I  have  juft 
"  now  received  all  atonce  are  the  caufes 
*'  of  my  heavy  grief,   of  which  the 
"  tokens  you  fse  are  but  very  faint  re- 
tc  femblances."— "  Alas!  what  is  that 
tc  news,  Madam  ?"faid  I.  "Thedeath 
*'  of  the  queen  my  dear  mother,"  an- 
'  Ivvercd  (he;    *'  thnt  of  the  king  my 
*f  father,  killed  in  battle ;  and  that  of 
**  one  of  my  brothers,  who  is  alfo  fallen 
"  in  it!" 

*  I  was  not  ill  pleafed  that  Hie  made 

*  ufe  of  this  pretext  to  hide  the  true 

*  caufe  of  her  grief;  and  I  thought  flie 
'  had  not  fufpe&ed  me  to  have  killed 

*  her  gallant.     "  Madam,"  faid  I,  "  I 
"  ani  fo  far  from  blaming  your  grief, 
*'  that  I  affure  you   I  am  willing  to 
*'  bear  whatever  mare  of  it  is  proper  for 
**  me.     I  (hould  very  much  wonder  if 
"  you  wereinfenfibleof  fo  great  a  lofs  ! 
*'  Mourn  on;  your  tears  are  fo  many 
*'  proofs  of  your  good-nature:  but  I 
'*  hope;  however,  that  time  and  reafon 
"  will  moderate  your  grief." 

*  She  retired  into   her   apartment ; 

*  where,  giving  herfelf  wholly  up  to 
'  forrow,   flie   fpent  a  whole   year  in 

*  mourning  and  afflifting  herfelf.    At 

*  the  end  of  that  time,  fhe  begged  leave 

*  of  me  to  buj^d  a  burying-place  for 

*  herfelf,  within  the  bounds  of  the  pa- 
f  lace ;  where  fhe  would  continue,  (he 

*  told  me,  to  the  end  of  her  days.     I 
f  agreed  to  it  j  and  (he  built  a  ftately 

*  palace,  with  a  cupola,  that  may  be 
'  feen  herej  and  (he  called  it  the  Palace 
'  of  Tears.  When  it  was  finifhed,  fhe 
'  caufed  her  gallant  to  be  brought  there 
«  from  the  place  where  fhe  had  ordered 

*  him   to  be  carried  the  night  that   I 

*  wounded  him.    She  had  hindered  his 
«  dying  by  a  drink  flie  gave  him,  and 
'  carritd  to  him  herfelf  every  day  after 

*  he  came  to  the  Palace  of  Tears. 

*  Yet,  with  aU  her  enchantments,  (he 
<  could  not  cure  the  wretch  5  he  was 
'  not  only  unable  to  walk,  and  to  help 
«  himfelf,  but  had  alfo  loft  the  ufe  of 
'  his  fpeech,  and  gave  no  iTgn  of  life 

*  but  cnly  by  his  looks.     Though  the 

had  no  other  confojation  but  to 


fee  him,  and  to  fay  to  him  all  that  her 
foolifli  pnfiion  could  infpire  her  with, 
yet  every  day  (he  made  him  two  lon^ 
vifits.  I  was  very  well  informed  of 
all  this,  but  pretended  to  know  no- 
thing of  it. 

'  One  day,  I  went  out  of  curiofity  to 
the  Palace  of  Tears,  to  fee  how  the 
princefs  employed  herfelf;  and  going 
to  a  place  where  fhe  could  not  fee  me, 
I  heard  her  fpeak  thus  to  her  gal- 
lant: «'  I  am  afflicted  to  the  higheft 

'  degree  to  fee  you  in  this  condition  ! 

'  I  am  as  feiWible  as  you  yourfelf  of 

*  the  tormenting  grief  you   endure  j 
c  but,  dear  foul,  I  always  fpeak  to  you, 

"  and  you  do  not  anfwer  me!  How 
"  long  will  you  be  filent  ?  Speak  only 
"  one  word  !  Alas !  the  fweeteft  mo- 
"  ments  of  my  life  are  thole  I  fpend 
((  here  in  partaking  of  your  grief!  I 
*'  cannot  live  at 'a  di'tance  from  you  j 
<(  and  would  prefer  the  pleafure  of  al- 
"  ways  feeing  you  to  the  empire  of  th« 
"  univerfs!" 

*  Atthefe  words,  which  were  feveral 

*  times  interrupted  by  her  fighs  and 
'  fobs,  I  loft  all  patience;  and  difco- 

*  vering  myfelf,  came  up  to  her,  and 

*  faid— •"  Madam,  you  have  mourned 
"  enough  5  it  is  time  to  give  over  this 
"  forrow,  which  difhonours  us  both  : 
"  you  have  too  much  forgot  what  you 
te  owe  to  me  and  to  yourfelf." — "  Sir,1' 
'  faid  fhe,  "  if  you  have  any  kindnefs 
*'  or  complaifance  left  for  me,  I  be- 
*{  feech  you  to  put  no  force  upon  me  j 
"  allow  me  to  give  myfelf  up  to  mor- 
"  tal  grief;  it  is  impoflible  for  time  to 
"  leffen  it!" 

«  When  I  faw  that  my  difcourfe,  in- 
'  ftead  of  bringing  her  to  duty,  ferved 
'  only  to  increafe  her  rage,  I  gave  over, 
'  and  retired.  She  continued  every  day 
'  to  viiit  her  gallant,  and  for  two  whole 
1  years  gave  herfelf  up  to  exceffiv? 

*  grief. 

*  I  went  a  fecor.d  time  to  the  Palace 

*  of  Tears  while  fhe  was  there.     I  hid 
'  myfelf  again,   and   heard  her  fpeak 

*  thus  to  her  gallant :  "  It  is  now  three 
*'  years  fince  you  fpoke  one  word  to 
*c  me ;    you  return   no  anfwer  to  the 

'  marks  of  love  I  give  you  by  my  dif- 
'  courfe  and  groans  !  Is  it  from  want 
{  of  fenfe,  or  out  of  contempt  ?  O 
'  tomb  !  have  you  abated  that  exceflive 
'  love  he  had  for  me  ?  Have  you  fhut 
'  thofe  eyes  that  (lie wed  me  fo  much 
J'  love,  and  were  all  my  joy  ?  No,  no! 
•«  I  believe 
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I  believe  nothing  of  it!  Tell  me,  ra- 
ther, by  what  miracle  you  became 
entruited  with  the  rareft  treafure  that 
ever  wss  in  the  world  ?" 
*  I  mult  confefs,  my  lord,  I  was  en- 
raged at  thefe  words ;  for,  in  fhort, 
this  gallant,  fo  much  doated  upon, 
this  adored  mortal,  was  not  fuch  a 
one  as  you  would  imagine  him  to 
have  been.  He  was  a  black  Indian, 
a  native  of  that  country.  I  fay,  I 
was  fo  enraged  at  this  difcourfe,  that 
I  difcovered  myfe'f  all  of  a  fuddenj 
and, addrelfing  the  tomb  in  my  turn — 
Otomb!"  cried  I,  "why  do  not 
you  fwallow  up  that  monfter  in  na- 
ture? or,  rather,  why  do  you  not 
fwallow  up  the  gallant  and  his  mif- 
trefs  r 

«  I  had  fcarce  finifhed  thefe  words, 
when  the  queen,  who  fat  by  the  black, 
rofe  up  like  a  fury.  "  Ah,  cruel 
man!"  faid  (he,  "thou  artthecaufe 
of  my  grief!  Do  not  think  but  that 
I  know  it;  I  have  diffembled  it  but 
too  long:  it  is  thy  barbarous  hand 
which  has  brought  the  obje£l  of  my 
love  to  this  lamentable  condition  ; 
and  thou  art  fo  hard-hearted  as  to 
come  and  infult  a  defpairing  lover  !" 
"  Yes  !"  faid  I  in  a  rage,  "  it  was 
I  who  chaftifed  that  monfter  accord- 
ing to  his  defert !  I  ought  to  have 
treated  thee  in  the  fame  manner :  I 
repent  now  that  I  did  not  do  it;  thou 
haft  abufed  my  goodnefs  too  long  I1' 
As  I  fpoke  thele  words,  I  drew  out 
my  fcymetar,  and  lifted  up  my  hand 
to  punim  her  ;  but  (lie,  ftedfaftly  be- 
holding me,  faid,  with  a  jeering  fmile 
"  Moderate  thy  anger!"  At  the 
fame  time,  me  pronounced  words  I 
did  not  undeiftand}  and  afterwards 
added—"  By  virtue  of  my  enchant- 
ments, I  command  thee  immediately 
to  become  half  marble  and  half 
man!''  Immediately,  my  lord,  I 
became  fuch  as  you  now  fee  me;  a 
dead  man  among  the  living,  and  a 
living  man  among  the  dead.' 


Here  Scheherazade,  perceiving  day, 
broke  off  her  ftory. 

Upon  which  Dinarzade  faid — «  Dear 
'  fifter,  I  am  extremely  obliged  to  the 
«  fultan ;  it  is  to  his  goodnefs  I  owe 
*  the  extraordinary  pleafure  I  have  in 
'  your  ftories.'  — '  My  fifter,'  replied 
the  fultanefs,  «  if  the  fultan  will  be  fo 


'  good  as  to.fuffer  me  to  live  till  to- 
'  morrow,  I  (hall  tell  you  fomething 
'  that  will  afford  as  much  fatisfaftion 
«  as  any  thing  you  have  yet  heard.' 

Though  Schahriar  had  not  refolved 
to  defer  the  death  of  Scheherazade  a 
month  longer,  he  could  not  fcave  or- 
dered her  to  be  put  to  death  that  day. 


NIGHT    XXV. 

TOWARDS  the  end  of  the  night, 
Dinarzade  cried  —  '  Sifter,  if  I  do 
'  not  trefpafs  too  much  upon  your  com- 
'  plaifance,  I  would  pray  you  to  finifll 
*  the  hiftory  of  the  King  of  the  Black 
«  Iflands.' 

Scheherazade  having  awaked  upon 
her  filter's  call,  prepared  to  give  her  the 
fatisfaftion  (he  required  j  and  began 
thus.  

Theking,  half  marble  and  half  man, 
thus  continued  his  hiftory  to  the  fultan  ; 
After  this  cruel  magician,  unworthy 
of  the  name  of  queen,  had  metamor- 
phofed  me  thus,  and  brought  me  into 
this  hall,  by  another  enchantment  (he 
deftroyed  my  capital,  which  was  very 

•flourishing,  and  full  of  people ;  (he 
abolilhed  the  houfes,  the  publick. 
places  and  markets,  and  made  a  pond 
and  defart  field  of  it,  which  you  may 
have  feen  :  the  fifties  of  four  colours 
in  the  pond  are  the  four  forts  of  peo- 
ple, of  different  religions,  who  inha- 
bited the  place.  The  white  are  the 
MuiTulmenj  the  red^he  Perfians,  who 
worftiipped  the  fire;  the  blue  the 
Chriftians  5  and  the  yellow  the  Jews: 
the  four  little  hills  were  the  four 
iflands  that  gave  name  to  this  king- 
dom. I  learned  all  this  from  the 
magicTan;  who,  to  add  to  my  afflic- 
tion, told  me,  with  her  own  mouth, 
thofe  efTV£b  of  her  rage.  But  this  is 
not  all  ;  her  revenge  was  not  fatisfied 
with  (.hedeitruction  of  my  dominions, 
and  the  metamorphclis  of  my  perfonj 
(he  comes  every  day,  and  gives  me 
over  my  naked  moulders  an  hundred 
blows  with  ox  pizzles,  which  makes 
me  all  over  blopd;  and  when  (he  IIHS 
done  fo,  covers  me  with  a  coarfe  (tuff 
of  goats  hair,  anil  throws  over  it  this 
robe  of  brocade  that  you  fee,  not  to 
do  me  honour,  but  to  mock  me/ 
At  this  part  of  the  difcourfe,  the 

young  king  could  notwitholdhis  tears; 
G  and 
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and  the  fultan's  heart  was  fo  pierced 
with  the  relation,   that  he  could   not 
fpeak  one  word  to  comfort  him.     A 
little  time  after,  the  young  king,   lift- 
ing up  his  eyes  to  Heaven,  cried  out- 
Mighty  Creator  of  all  things  !  I  fub- 
mit  myfelf  to  thy  judgments,  and  to 
the  decrees  of  thy  providence  :  I  en- 
dure  my    calamities    with   patience, 
fince  it  is  thy  will  it  (hould  be  fo ; 
but  I  hope  thy  infinite  goodncfs  will 
reward  me  for  it !' 
The  fultan,  being  much  moved  by 
the  recital  of  fo  ftrange  a   ftory,   and 
animated  to  revenge  this  unfortunate 
prince,  faid  to  him — '  Tell  me  whither 
this  perfidious  magician  is  retired, 
and  where  her  unworthy  gallant  may 
be  who  is  buried  before  his  death.' — 
My  lord,'  replied  the  prince,  «  her 
gallant,  as  I  have  already  told  you, 
is  in  the  Palace  of  Tears,  in  a  tomb 
in  form  of  a  dome;  and  that  palace 
joins  to  this  caftle  on  the  fide  of  the 
gate:   as  to  the  magician,  I  cannot 
precifely  tell  whither  (he  retires;  but 
every  day,  at  fun-nfing,   (he  goes  to 
fee  her  gallant,  after  having  executed 
her  bloody  vengeance  upon  me,  as  I 
have  told  you ;  and,  you  fee,  I  am 
not  in  a  condition  to  defend  myfelf 
againft  fo  great  cruelty.     She  carries 
him   the  drink,  with  which  (he  has 
hitherto  prevented  his  dying,  and  al- 
ways complains  of  his  never  fpeak- 
ing  to  her  fince  he  was  wounded/ 
<  Oh,  unfortunate  prince!'  faid  the 
ultan,  *  you  can  never  enough  be  be- 
wailed !  Nobody  can  be  more  fenhbly 
touched  with  your  condition  than  I 
am ;   never  did  fuch  an  extraordinary 
misfortune  befal  any  man:   and  thofe 
who  write  your  hiftory  will  have  the 
advantage  to  relate  a  paflage  which 
furpafles  all  that  has  ever  yet  been 
written.     There  is  only   one   thing 
wanting;  the  revenge  which  is  due  to 
you;  and  I  will  omit  nothing  that  can 
be  done  to  procure  it.' 
"While   the   fultan  difcourfed  upon, 
this  fubjeci:  with  the  young  prince,  he 
told  him   who  he  was,  and  for  what 
end  he  entered  the  caftle;  and  thought 
on   a  way  to  revenge  him,   which  he 
communicated   to  him.     They  agreed 
upon  the  meafures  they  were  to  take  for 
effecting  their  defign  ;  but  deferred  the 
execution  of  it  till  the  next  day.     In 
the   mean   time,    the   night  being  far 
fpent,  the  fultan  took  fume  reftj  but 


the  poor  young  prince  paffed  the  night 
without  fleep,  as  ufual,  having  never 
flept  fince  he  was  enchanted  :  °but  he 
conceived  fome  hopes  of  being  fpeedily 
delivered  from  his  mifery. 

Next  morning,  the  fultan  got  up  be- 
fore day;  and,  in  order  to  execute  his- 
defign,  he  hid  in  a  corner  his  upper- 
garment,  which  would  have  been  bur- 
denfome  to  him,  and  went  to  the  Pa- 
lace  of  Tears.  He  found  it  enlightened 
with  an  infinite  number  of  flambeaux 
of  white  wax  ;  and  a  delicious  fcent 
ifTued  from  feveral  boxes  of  fine  gold 
of  admirable  workmanfhip,  all  ranged 
in  excellent  order.  As  foon  as  lie  faw 
the  bed  where  the  black  lay,  he  drew 
his  fcymetar,  killed  the  wretch  with- 
out refiftance,  dragged  his  corpfe  into 
the  court  of  the  cattle,  an-d  threw  it 
into  a  well.  After  this,  he  went  and 
lay  down  in  the  black's  bed,  took  his 
fcymetar  with  him  under  the  counter- 
pane, and  lay  there  to  execute  what  he 
had  defigned. 

The  magician  arrived  in  a  little  time: 
(he  firft  went  into  the  chamber  where 
her  hufband,  the  King  of  the  Black 
Iflands,  was  ;  and  Itripped  and  beat 
him  with  bulls-pizzles  in  a  moft  bar- 
barous manner.  The  poor  prince  filled 
the  palace  with  his  lamentations  to  no 
purpofe;  and  conjured  her,, in  the  mo!t 
affecting  manner  that  he  could,  to  take 
pity  on  himj  but  the  cruel  woman 
would  not  give  over  till  (he  had  given 
him  an  hundred  blows.  '  You  had  no 

*  companion  on  my  lover,'    faid    (he 5 
'  and   you   are  to  expect    none    from 

*  me.' 


Scheherazade,  perceiving  day,  flop- 
ped, and  could  go  no  farther. 

'  O  heavens,  filter  !'  faidDinarzade* 
this  was  a  barbarous  enchantrefs  in- 
deed !  But  muft  we  flop  here  ?  Will 
you  not  tell  us  whether  ihe  received 
the  chaftifemcnt  fhedeferved  ?' — « My 
dear  fifter,'  faid  the  fultanefs,  '  I  de- 
fire  nothing  more  than  to  acquaint 
you  with  it  to-morrow;  but,  you 
know,  that  depends  on  the  fultau's 
plcafure.' 

After  what  Schahriar  had1  heard,  he 
was  far  from  any  defign  to  put  Sche- 
herazade to  death  :  '  On  the  contrary,' 
faid  he  to  himfelf,  '  I  will  not  take 
«  away  her  life  till  (he  has  fin i (lied  this 
*  iurprizing  ftory,  though  it  (hould  laft 

«  for 
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*  for  two  months.     It  (hall  always  be 

*  in  my  power  to  keep  the  oath  I  have 

*  made.' 


NIGHT    XXVI. 

AS   foon  as  Dinarzade  thought  it 
time  to  call  the  fultanefs,  (he  faid 
to  her—  *  Plow  much  fliould  I  be  oblig- 
«  ed  to  you,  dear  fifter,   if  you  would 

*  tell  us  what  paffed  in  the  Palace  of 
«  Teats?'    ' 

Schahriar  having  fignified  that  he 
was  as  curious  to  know  it  as  Dmar- 
zacle,  the  fultanefs  refumed  the  ftory 
of  the  young  enchanted  prince  as  fol- 
io ws. 

SIR, 

After  the  enchantrefs  had  given  the 
king  her  hufband  an  hundred  blows 
with  bulls-pizzles,  fhe  put  on  again  his 
covering  of  goats- hair,  and  his  brocade 
gown  over  all.  She  went  afterwards  to 
the  Palace  of  Tears  ;  and  as  (he  en- 
tered the  fame,  fhe  renewed  her  tears 
and  lamentations:  then  approaching 
the  bed  where  (lie  thought  her  gallant 
lay — '  What  cruelty,'  cried  fhe,  '  was 
it  to  difturb  the  contentment  of  fo 
tender  and  paffionate  a  lover  as  I  am  ! 

0  thou  who  reproached  me  that  I  am 
too  inhumane  when  I  make  thee  feel 
the  effects  of  my  refentment !   Cruel 
prince!   does  not  thy  ba-barity  fur- 
pafs  my  vengeance  ?  Ah,  traitor!  in 
attempting  the  life  of  the  object  which 

1  adore,  haft  thou  not  robbed  me  of 
mine? — Alas!'   faid  fhe,  addrefling 

lerfelf  to  the  fultan,  while  fhe  thought 
he  fpoke  to  the  black,  *  my  foul!  my 
life!  will  you  always  be  filent?  Are 
you  refolved  to  let  me  die,  without 
giving  me  fo  much  comfort  as  to  tell 
me  that  you  love  me  ?  My  foul !  fpeak 
one  word  to  me,  at  leaft,  I  conjure 
you  !' 

The  fultan,  pretending  as  if  juft 
awaked  out  of  a  deep  fleep,  and  coun- 
terfeiting the  language  of  the  blacks, 
anfwered  the  queen  with  a  grave  tone— 

*  There  is  no  force  or  power  but  in 

<  God  alone,  who  is  Almighty!'     At 
thefe  words,  the  enchantrefs,  who  did 
not  expeft  them,  gave  a  great  fhout,  to 
fignify  her  exceffive  joy.     <  My  dear 

<  lord,'   cried  fhe,  '  do  not  I  deceive 
«  jnyfelf  ?  Is  it  certain  that  \  hear  you, 


and  that  you  fpeak  to  me?' —  «  Un- 
happy wretch  !'  faid  the  fultan,  «  art 
thou  worthy  that  I  fhould  aniwerthy 
difcourfe  ?' — «  Alas!'  replied  the 
queen,  '  why  do  you  reproach  me 
thus?' — '  The  cries/  replied  he, 
the  groans,  and  tears,  of  thy  hufband, 
whom  thou  treated  every  day  with  fo 
much  indignity  and  barbarity,  hinder 
me  from  fleeping  night  and  day.  I 
fhould  have  been  cured  long  ago,  and 
have  recovered  the  ufe  of  my  fpeech, 
had  ft  tnou  difenchanted  him:  that  is 
the  caufe  of  my  filence,  which  you 
complain  of.' — 'Very  well,'  faid  the 
nchantrefs,  '  to  pacify  you,  I  am  ready 
to  do  what  you  will  command  me  : 
would  you  that  I  reilore  him  as  he 
was  ?'  —  *  Yes,'  replied  the  fultan  j 
make  hafte  to  fe't  him  at  liberty, 
that  I  be  no  more  difturbed  with  his 
cries.' 

The  enchantrefs  went  immediately 
out  of  the  Palace  of  Tears ;   fhe  took  a 
cup  of  water,   and  pronounced  words 
over  it  which  caufed  it  to  boil  as  if  it 
had  been  on  the  fire.     She  went  after- 
wards to  the  hall  to  the  young  king  her 
hufband,    and    threw  the  water  upon 
him,  faying  —  *  If  the  Creator  of  all 
things   formed   thee  fo  as  thou  art 
at  prefent,  or  if  he  be  angry  with  thee, 
do  not  change :  but,  if  thou  art  in 
that  condition  merely  by  virtue  of  my 
enchantments,   refume    thy    natural 
fhape,   and  become  what  thou  wall 
befoie!'  She  had  fcarce  fpoken  thefe 
words,  when  the  prince,  finding  him- 
felf  reftored  to  his  former  condition, 
rofe  up  freely,  with  all  imaginable  joy, 
and  returned  thanks  to  God.    The  en- 
chantrefs then  faid  to  him — *  Get  thee 

*  gone  from  this  caltle,   and  never  re- 

*  turn  here  on  pnin   of  death!'     The 
young  king,  yielding  to  neceffity,  went 
away  from  the  enchantrefs  without  re- 
plying a  word  ;  and  retired  to  a  remote 
place,  where  he  immediately  expelled 
the  fuccefs  of  the  defign  which  the  ful- 
tan had  begun  fo  happily.  Meanwhile, 
the  enchantrefs  returned   to  the  Palace 
of  Tears  ;  and,  fuppofing  that  fhe  (till 
fpoke  to  the  black,  faid — '  Dear  lover, 

*  I  have  done  what  you   ordered ;  let 
'  nothing  now  hinder  you  to  give  me 
«  that  fatisfaclion  of  which  I  have  been 
«  deprived  fo  long.' 

The  fultan  continued  to  counterfeit 

the  language  of  the  blacks :    '  That 

G  ^  *  which 
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*  which  you  have  juft  now  done/  faid 
he,  *  fignifies  nothing  to  my  cure;  you 
c  have  only  eafed  me  of  part  of  my  dif- 
'  eafe ;    you    muft    cut   it   up   by  the 

*  roots.' — '  My  lovely  black,'  replied 
flie,  '  what  do  you  mean  by  the  root?' 
— *  Unfortunate  woman!'  replied  the 
fultan,  '  doft  thou  no.t  underftand  that 

I  mean  the  town  and  it's  inhabitants, 
and  the  fouriflands,  which  thou  haft 
deftroyed  by  thy  enchantments  ? 
«  The  fifties  every  night,  at  mid- 
night, raife  their  heads  out  of  the 
pond,  and  cry  for  vengeance  againft 
thee  and  me.  This  is  the  true  caufe 
of  the  delay  of  rny  cure.  Go  fpeedi- 
ly,  reftore  things  as  they  were  ;  and, 
at  thy  return,  I  will  give  thee  my 
hand,  and  thou  (halt  help  me  to 
rife/ 

The  enchantrefs,  filled  with  hopes 
from  thofe  words,  cried  out,  in  a  tran- 
fport  of  joy — '  My  heart!  my  foul!  you 
'  (hall  be  (bon  reftored  to  your  health, 

*  for  I  will  immediately  do  what  you 
'  command    me!'      Accordingly    the 
went  that  moment ;  and  when  (lie  came 
to  the  brink  of  the  pond,  (he  took  a 
little  water  in  her  hand,  and  fprinkling 
it—  

Here  Scheherazade  faw  day,    and 

flopped. 

Dinarzade  faid  to  the  fultanefs-^- 
Sifter,  I  am  much  rejoiced  to  hear 
that  the  young  King  of  the  four 
Black  Iflands  wasdiienchanted;  and 
I  already  confider  the  town  and  the 
inhabitants  as  reftored  to  their  for- 
mer ftate  :  but  I  long  to  know  what 
will  become  of  the  enchantrefs.'— 
Have  a  little  patience,'  replied  the 

fultanefs,    *  you    mall   have  the  fatis- 

*  faction  you  defue  to-morrow,  if  the 
'  fultan  my  lord  will  confent  to  it.' 

Schahriar,  having  refolved  upon  it 
already,  as  was  faid  before,  rofe  up,  and 
went  about  his  bufinefs. 


NIGHT    XXVII. 

AT  the  ufual  hour  Dinarzade  called 
upon  the  fultanefs  thus  :   '  Dear 

*  fifter,  pray  tell  us  what  was  the  fate 

*  of  the  magician-queen,  as  you  pro- 
'  mifedus?'  Upon  which  Scheherazade 
went  on  thus. 

The  enchantrefs  had  no  fooner  fprinlc- 
Icd  the  water,   and  pronounced  fome 


words  over  the  fifties  and  the  pond,  but 
the  city  was  reftored  that  very  minute. 
The  filhes  became  men,  women,  and 
children;  Mahometans, Chriftians,Per- 
fians,  or  Jews;  freemen,  or  flaves,  as 
they  were  before ;  every  one  having  re- 
covered his  natural  form.  The  huufcs 
and  mops  were  immediately  filled  with 
their  inhabitants,  who  found  all  things 
as  they  were  before  the  enchantment. 
The  fultan's  numerous  retinue,  who 
found  themfelves  encamped  in  thelargeft 
fquare,  were  aftoniftied  to  fee  them- 
felves in  an  inftant  in  the  middle  of  a 
large,  fine,  and  well-peopled  city. 

To  return  to  the    enchantrefs.     As 
foon  as  (lie  had   made   this   won  ierf'ul 
change,   (he returned  with  all  diligence 
to  the  Palace  of  Tears,  that  flie  might 
reap  the  fruits  of  it.     '  My  dear  lord,' 
cried  flie,  as  (he  entered,  «  I  come  to 
rejoice  with   you  for  the  return   of 
your  health:  ]  have  done  all  that  you 
have  required  cf  me;  then,  pray  rife, 
and  give   me  your  hand.' — <  Come 
near,'  faid  the  fultan,  ftill  counter- 
feiting the  language  of  the  blacks.  She 
did  fo.    *  You  are  not  near  enough  yet,' 
faid  he;  '  come  nearer.'     She  obeyed. 
Then  he  rofe  up,  and  feized  her  by 
the  arm  fo   fu'ddenly,  that  me  had  not 
time  to  know  who  it  was;  and,  with  a 
blow  of  his  fcymttar,  cut  her  in   two, 
fo  that  the  one  half  fell  one  way,  and 
the  other  another.  This  being  done,  he 
left   the  carcafe   upon  the  place;  and, 
going  out  of  the  Palace  of  Tears,  went 
to  feek  the  young  King  of  the  Black 
Ifles,  who  waited  for  him  with  a  great 
deal  of  impatience;  and  when  he  found 
him — *  Prince,'    faid    he,    embracing 
him,  *  rejoice!    You   have  nothing  to 
*  fear  now;  your  cruel  enemy  is  dead/ 
The  young  prince   returned  thanks 
to  the  fultan  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  (hew- 
ed that   he  was  thoroughly  fenfible  of 
the  kindnefs  that  he  had  done  him;  and, 
in  acknowledgment,  wiflied  him  along 
life   and  all  happinefs.      '  You  may 
henceforward,'  faid  the  fultan, '  dwell 
peaceably  in  your  capital;  except  you 
will  go  to  mine,  which  is  fo  near, 
where  you  (hall  be  very  welcome,  and 
have  as  much  honour  and  refpeft  as 
if  you  were  at  home.' — '  Potent  mo- 
narch, to  whom    I  am  fo  much  in- 
debted,' replied  the  king,  '  you  think, 
then,  that  you  are  very  near  your  ca- 
pital?'— «  Yes,'  faid  the  fultan;  «  I 
know  it  is  not  above  four  or  five 
*  hours 
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hours  journey.4 — c  It  will  take  you 
a    whole    year's    journey,'    laid    the 
>rince.     '  I    do  believe,    indeed,  that 
you  came  hither  from  your  capital  in 
the  time  you  (poke  of,  becaufe  mine 
was  enchanted;    hut,   fince  the  en- 
chr,ntment  is  taken  off,    things   are 
changed:  however,  thisih:tll  not  hin- 
der me  to  follow  you,  were  it  to  the 
utmoft  corners  of  the  earth.     You 
are   my    deliverer;  and,  that   I  may 
give  you  proofs  of  my  acknowledg- 
ing this  during  my  whole  life,  Iain 
willing  to   accompany   you,  and  to 
leave  my  kingdom  without  regret.' 
The  fultan  was  extremely  fin-prized 
to  underrtand  that  he  was  ib  far  from 
his  dominions,  and  could  not  imagine 
how  it  could  be.     But  the  young  King 
of  the  Black  Iflands  convinced  him  ib 
plainly,  thathecould  no  more  doubt  of 
it.     Then  the  fultan  replied — «  It  is  no 
matter;  the  trouble  that  I  (hall  have 
to  return  to  my  own  country  is  fuf- 
ficiently   recompenfed  by  the   fatis- 
facVion  I  have  had  to  oblige  you,  and 
by  acquiring yvu  fora  fon:  for,  fince 
you  will  do  me  the  honour  to  attend 
me,  and  that  I  have  no  child,  I  look, 
upon  you  as  one;  and  from  this  mo- 
ment I  appoint  you  my  heir  and  iuc- 
ceflbr.'' 

This  difcourfe  between  the  fultan 
and  the  King  of  the  Black  Iflands  con- 
cluded with  the  mod  affectionate  em- 
braces; after  which  the  young  prince 
was  wholly  taken  up  in  making  prepa- 
rations for  his  journey,  which  were 
finifhed  in  three  weeks  time,  to  the  great 
regret  of  his  court  and  fubjecls,  who 
agreed  to  receive.it  his  hands  one  of  his 
neareft  kindred  for  king. 

At  laft  the  fultan  and  the  young 
prince  began  their  journey  with  an  hun- 
dred camels  ladenwithineftimableriches 
from  the  treafury  of  the  young  king, 
followed  by  fifty  handlbme  gentlemen 
on  horfeback,  perfectly  well  mounted 
and  die/Ted.  They  had  a  very  happy 
journey;  and  when  the  fultan,  who1  had 
lent  couriers  to  give*' ad  vice  of  his  de- 
lay, and  of  the  adventure  which  had 
occalioned  it,  came  near  his  capital,  the 
principal  officers  he  had  left  there  came 
to  receive  him,  and  to  aflure  him  that 
his  long  abience  had  occafioned  no  alte- 
ration in  his  empire.  The  inhabitants 
came  out  alfo  in  great  crowds,  received 
him  with  mighty  acclamations,  and 
Uiadepublickrejoicings  for  feveral  days. 


Next  day  after  his  arrival,  the  ful- 
tan gave  all  his  courtiers  a  very  anipie 
account  of  all  things,  which,  contrary 
to  his  expectation,  had  detained  him  fo 
long.  He  acquainted  them  with  his 
having  adopted  iheKing  of  the  Four 
Black  Iflamis,  who  was  willing  to  leave 
a  great  kingdom,  to  accompany  and 
live  with  him;  and,  in  ihort,  as  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  their  loyalty,  he  re- 
warded each  of  them  according  to  their 
rank. 

And  for  the  fifherman,  as  he  was  the 
fir  ft  caufe  of  the  deliverance  of  the 
young  prince,  the  fultan  gave  him  a 
plentiful  eiiate,  which  made  him"  and 
his  family  happy  for  the  reft  of  his 
days. 

Here  Scheherazade  made  an  end  of 
the  ftory  of  the  fifherman  and  the  Ge- 
nius. Dinarzade  fignified,  that  (he  had 
taken  a  great  deal  of  pleafurein  it;  and 
Schahriar  having  faid  the  fame  thing, 
the  fultanefs  told  them,  that  fhe7  knew 
another  which  was  much  finer;  and  if 
the  fultan  would  give  her  leave,  (he 
would  tell  it  them  next  morning,  for 
day  began  to  appear. 

Schahriar  bethinking  himfelf  that 
he  had  granted  the  fultanefs  a  month's 
reprieve,  and  being  curious,  moreover, 
to  know  if  this  new  (tory  would  be  as 
agreeable  as  (hepromifed,  got  up,  witli 
a  defign  to  hear  it  next  night. 


NIGHT    XXVIII. 

DINARZADE,    according  to 
cuftom,  did  not  forget  to  call  the 
fultanelVwhen  it  was   time.     «  Ma- 
dam,' faid  (he,  '  I  know  not  what  is 
the  matter  with  me;  but  I  know  very 
well,    that  one  of  the  ftories  which 
you   tell   fo.  agreeably,  would  be   a 
great  relief  againft  that  melancholy 
which  eats    me   up.'     Scheherazade,, 
without  anfwering  her,  began  imme- 
diately, and  told  the  fultan  the  follow- 
ing ftory. 

THE  STORY  OF  THE  THREE  CALEN- 
DERS, SONS  OF  KINGS;  AND  OF 
THE  FIVE  LADIES  OF  BAGDAD. 

SIR, 

T  N  the  reign  of  Caliph *Haroun  Al- 

•*•  -rafchid,  there   was  at  Bagdad,  the 

place  of  his  rdldence,  a  porter,  who, 

notwithstanding 


ARABIAN  NIGHTS  ENTERTAINMENTS. 


52 

r.otwithftandinghis  mean  and  laborious 
bufinefs,  was  a  fellow  of  wit  and  good- 
humour.  One  morning  as  he  was  at 
the  place  where  he  ufually  plyed,  with 
a  great  bafket,  waiting  for  employment, 
a  young  handfome  lady,  covered  with  a 
great  muflin  veil,  came  to  him,  and 
faid,  with  a  pleafant  air — '  Hark,  ye, 
'  porter;  take  your  bafket,  and  follow 
'  me.'  The  porter,  charmed  with 
tbofe  few  words,  pronounced  info  agree- 
able a  manner,  took  his  bafket  imme- 
diately, fet  it  on  his  head,  and  fol- 
lowed the  lady,  faying — «  O  happy  day ! 

*  a  day  of  good  luck  !' 

The  lady  flopped  prefently  before  a 
gate  that  was  fhut,  and  knocked:  a 
Chriftian,  with  a  venerable,  long,  white 
beard,  opened  the  gate,  and  fhe  put  mo- 
ney into  his  hand,  without  fpeakingone 
word}  but  the  Chriftian,  who  knew 
what  fhe  wanted,  went  in ;  and,  in  a  lit- 
tle time  after,  brought  a  large  jug  of 
excellent  wine.  '  Take  this  jug>'  faid 
the  lady  to  the  porter,  '  and  put  it  in 

*  your  bafket.'     This  being  done,  fhe 
commanded  him  to  follow  her;  and,  as 
ihe  went  on,  the  porter  faid  ftill — *  O 

*  happy  day  !   this  is  a  day  of  agreeable 

*  furprize  and  joy!1 

The  lady  flopped  at  a  fruit-fhop, 
where  (he  bought  feveral  forts  of  apples, 
apricots,  peaches,  quinces,  lemons,  ci- 
trons, oranges,  myrtle,  fweet  bafil, 
lilies,  jeflamin,  and  fome  other  forts  of 
flowers  and  plants  that  fmell  well;  me 
bid  the  porter  put  all  into  his  bafker, 
and  follow  her.  As  fhe  went  by  a 
butcher's  ftall,  fhe  made  him  weigh  her 
twenty-five  pounds  of  his  beft  meat; 
which  fhe  ordered  the  porter  to  put  alfo 
into  his  bafket. 

At  another  fhop  fhe  took  capers,  cu- 
cumbers, and  other  herbs  preferved  in 
vinegar;  at   another  fhop   fhe  bought 
piftachios,    walnuts,    fmall  nuts,    al- 
monds  kernels,   or   pine-apples,   and 
fuch   other  fruits;  and  of  another  fhe 
bought  all  forts  of  confections.  When 
the  porter  had  put  all  thefe  things  into 
his  bafket,  and  perceived  that  it  grew 
full — «  My  good  lady,'  faid  he,  '  you 
ought  to  have  given  me  notice  that 
you  had  fo  much  provifion  to  carry, 
and  then  I  would   have  got  a  horfe, 
or  rather  a  camel,    to   have   carried 
them;  for  if  you  buy  ever  fo  little 
more,  I  fhall  not  be  able  to  carry  it.' 
The  lady  laughed  at  the  fellow's  plea- 
fant humour,  and  ordered  him  ftill  to 
follow  her. 


Then  fhe  went  to  a  drtiggift,  where 
flie  furnifhed  herfelf  with  all  manner  of 
fweet-fcented  waters,  cloves,  muflc, 
pepper,  ginger,  a  great  piece  of  am- 
bergris, and  feveral  other  Indian 
fpices;  this  quite  filled  the  porter's 
balket,  and  fhe  ordered  him  to  follow 
her.  They  walked  till  they  came  to  a 
magnificent  houfe,  whofe  front  was 
adorned  with  fine  columns,  and  which, 
had  a  gate  of  ivory.  There  they  flop- 
ped, and  the  lady  knocked  foftly. 

Here  Scheherazade  perceiving  day, 
broke  off. 

*  I  mu ft  own,  fifter,1  faid  Dinar- 
zade,  «  the  beginning  of  this  ftory  has 
*  a  great  deal  of  curiofity;  I  fancy  the 
'  fultan  will  not  deprive  himfl-lf  of  the 
1  pleafureof  heaving  the  reft  of  it.'  And 
indeed,  Schahriar  was  fofar  from  order- 
ing the  fultanefs  to  be  put  to  death,  that 
he  longed  impatiently  for  next  night, 
to  know  what  puffed  in  the  fine  houfe. 


NIGHT    XXIX. 

DINARZADE  being  awake  be- 
fore day,  addrefled  the  fultaneis 
thus:    «  Sifter,    if  you    be   awake,    I 

*  would  pray  you  to  continue  the  hifto- 

*  ry  you  began  yefterday.'    Schehera- 
zade went  on  with  it  thus. 

While  the  young  lady  and  the  porter 
{laid  for  the  opening  of  the  gate,  the 
porter  had  a  thoufand  thoughts;  he 
wondered  that  fuch  a  fine  lady  fhould 
come  abroad  to  buy  provifions;  he  con- 
cluded fhe  could  not  be  a  flave,  her  air 
was  too  noble  for  that;  and  therefore 
he  thought  fhe  mutt  needs  be  a  woman 
of  quality.  Juft  as  he  was  about  to 
afk  her  fome  queftions  upon  that  head, 
another  lady  came  to  open  the  gate,  and 
appeared  fo  beautiful  to  him,  that  he 
was  perfectly  furprized,  or  rather  fo 
much  ftruck  with  her  charms,  that  he 
was  like  to  have  let  his  bafket  fall,  for 
he  had  never  feen  any  beauty  that  came 
near  her. 

The  lady  who  brought  the  porter 
with  her,  perceiving  his  diforder,  and 
the  occafion  of  it,  diverted  herfelf  wirh 
it;  and  took  fo  much  pleafure  to  exa- 
mine his  looks,  that  fhe  forgot  the  gate 
was  opened.  Upon  this  the  beautiful 
lady  faid  to  her—'  Pray,  fifter,  come 

*  inj  what  do  you  flay  for  ?  Don't  you 

«  fee 
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*  fee  this  poor  man.fb  heavily  laden, 
«  that  he  is  fcarcely  able  to  ftand  under 

*  his  burden?' 

When  me  entered  with  the  porter,  the 
lady  who  opened  the  gate  fhut  it;  and 
3J1  three,  after  having  gone  through  a 
very  fine  porch,  came  into  a  fpacious 
court,  encompafied  with  an  open  gal- 
lery, which  had  a  communication  with 
feveral  apartments  on  a  floor,  and  ex- 
traordinarily magnificent.  There  was 
at  the  farther  end  of  the  court  a  fofa 
richly  adorned,  with  a  throne  of  am- 
ber in  the  middle  of  it,  fupported  by 
four  columns  of  ebony,  enriched  with 
diamonds  and  pearls  of  an  extraordi- 
nary fize,  and  covered  with  red  fattin 
embroidered  with  Indian  gold  of  ad- 
mirable workmanfhip.  In  the  middle 
of  the  court  there  was  a  great  fountain, 
faced  with  white  marble,  and  full  of 
clear  water,  which  fell  into  it  abun- 
dantly out  of  the  mouth  of  a  lion  cf 
brafs. 

The  porter,  though  heavily  laden, 
could  not  but  admire  the  magnificence 
of  this  houfe,  and  the  excellent  order 
in  which  every  thing  was  placed:  but 
that  which  particularly  captivated  his 
attention,  was  a  third  lady,  who  feem- 
cd  to  be  a  greater  beauty  tTian  the  fe- 
cond,  and  was  fet  upon  the  throne  juft 
now  mentioned;  (he  came  down  from 
it  as  foon  as  fhe  faw  the  two  former 
ladies,  and advan/ced  towards  them:  he 
judged,  by  the  refpecl  which  the  others 
(hewed  her,  that  (he  was  the  chief,  in 
which  he  was  not  miftaken.  This  lady 
was  calkd  Zobeide,  (he  who  opened 
the  gate  was  called  Safie,  and  Amine 
was  the  name  of  her  who  went  out  to 
buy  the  provifions. 

Zobeide  faid  to  the  two  ladies,  when 
fliecame  to  them — '  Sifters,  do  you  not 

*  fee  that  this  honeft  man  is  like  to  fink. 
'  under  his  burden?  Why  do  you  not 

*  eafehim  of  it?'     Then  Amine  and 
Safie  took  the  baficet,  the  one  before  and 
the  other  behind  ;  Zobeide  alfo  lent  her 
hand;  and  all  three   together  fet  it  on 
the  ground ;  then  emptied  it;  and,  when 
they  had  done,  the   beautiful  Amine 
took  out  money,  and  paid  the  porter 
liberally. 

Day- light  appearing,  Scheherazade 
was  obliged  to  keep  filence.  But  Schah- 
riar  having  a  great  defire  to  hear  the 
reft  of  the  ftory,  ordered  the  fultanefa 
to  go  on  with  it  next  night. 


NIGHT    XXX. 


NEXT  morning  Dinarzade  being 
awaked  by  her  impatience  to  hear 
the  reft  of  the  ftory,  faid  to  the  Ail- 
tanefs  — '  "Tor  the  fake  of  Heaven, 
'  fifter,  if  you  be  not  afleep,  give  us  an 
'  account  what  the  ladies  did  with  the 
'  provifions  bought  by  Amine!'— 
'  You  (hall  quickly  hearit/  faid  Sche- 
herazade, «  if  you  lilten  to  my  ftoryj* 
which  /he  refumed  as  follows. 

The  porter,  very  well  fatisfied  with 
the  money  he  had  received,  was  to  have 
taken  up  his  bafket  and  be  gonej  but 
he  coold  not  tell  how  to  think  of  it.  Do 
what  he  would,  he  found  himfelf  flop- 
ped by  the  pleafure  of  feeing  three  fuch 
beauties,  who  appeared  to  him  equally 
charming;  for  Amine,  having  now  laid 
aflde  her  vei.',  was  as  handfome  as 
either  of  them .  That  which  furprized 
him  moft  was,  that  he  faw  no  man 
about  the  houfe;  yet  moft  of  the  pro- 
vifions he  brought  in,  as  the  dry  fruits, 
and  the  feveral  forts  of  cakes  and  con- 
fections, were  fit  chiefly  for  thofe  who 
could  drink  and  make  merry. 

Zobeide  thought,   at  firft,  that  the 
porter  only  ftaid  to  take  his  breath;  but 
perceiving  that   he    ftaid   too    long— • 
What  do  you  wait  for?'   faid  (he; 
are  you  not  well  enough  paid  ?'  And 
urning  to  Amine,  faid—'  Sifter,  give* 
him   fomething  more,    that  he   oiay 
depart    fatisfied.'  — f    Madam,'    re- 
)lied  the  porter,  *  it  is  not  that  which 
ftops  me;  I  am  over  and  above  paidi 
I  am  fenfible  that  I  am  unmannerly 
to  ftay  longerthan  I  ought;  but  I  hope 
you  will  be  fogood  as  to  pardon  me, 
if  I  tell  you,  that  I  am  aftonifhedto 
fee  that  there  is  no  man   with  three 
ladies  of  fuch  extraordinary  beauty; 
and  you  know  that  a  company  of  wo- 
men without  men  is  as  melancholy 
a  thing  as  a  company  of  men  with- 
out women.'     To  this  he  added  fe- 
veral   other  pleafant  things   to   prove 
what  he  faid,  and  did  not  forget  the 
Bagdad  proverb,  «  That  one  is  never 

*  well  at  table,  except  there  be  four  in 

*  company:*    and  fo    concluded,    that 
fince  there  were  but  three,  they  had  need 
of  a  fourth. 

The  ladies  laughed  heartily  at  the 
porter's  difcourfe;  after  which,  Zo- 
beide faid  to  him  verygravely— *  Friend, 
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*  you  are  a  little  too  bold;  and  though 

*  you  do  not  deftrve  that  I  (hould  en- 
'  ter  into  particulars  with   you,  yet  I 
'  am  willing  to  tell  you,  that  we  are 
4  three  fifters,  who  do  our  bufmefs  fo 

*  fecretly,    that    nobody    knows    any 

'  thing  of  it.     We  have  too  great  rea-  . 
«  fon  to  be  cautious  t  f  acquainting  irr- 
'  difcreet  per  Tons  with   if;  and  a  good 

*  author   that    we    have   read,    fays— 
"  Keep  your  fecret,  and  do  not  reveal 
"  it  to  any  b<  dy.     He  that  reveals  it 
**  is  no  longer  mafttr  of  it.     If  your 
"  own  bread  cannot  ktep  your  fecret, 
•'*  how  do  you  think  that  another  per- 
«(  fon  will  keep  it?' 

«  My  ladies,'  replied  the  porter,  *  by 

*  your  very  air,  I  judged  at  firft  that 

*  you    were    perfons  or  extraordinary 
'  merit,  and  I  conceive  that  1  am  not 

*  miftaken;    though    fortune   has   not 
'  given  me  wealth  enough  to  raife  me 

*  above  my  mean  profrffi&n,  yet  I  have 

*  not  failed   to  cultivate   my  mind  as 

*  much  as   I  could,  by  reading  books 

*  of  fcience  and  hiftory;  and  allow  me, 

*  if  you  pleafe,  to  tell  you,  that  I  have 
'  alfo  read  in  another  author,  a  maxim 

*  which  I  have  always  happily  prac- 

*  tifed:  "  We  do  not  conceal  our  fe- 
*'  crets,"fayshe,  "  but  from  fuch  per- 
**  fons  ffs  are  known  to  all  the  world 
'*  to  want  difcretion,  and  would  abufe 
**  the  confidence  we  put  in  them  ;  but 
•'  we  make  no  fcruple  todifcover  them 
"  to  prudent  perfons,  becaufe  we  know 
"  they  can  keep  them."  A  fecret  with 

*  me  is  as  fure  as  if  it  were  in  a  ciofet 
'  whofe  key  is  loft  and  the  door  fealed 

*  up.' 

Zobeide  perceiving  that  the  porter 
did  not  want  fenfe,  but  conceiving  that 
he  had  a  mind  to  have  a  (hare  in  their 
treat,  me  replied  to  him,  fmilin-g— 

*  You  know  that  we  are  about  to  have 

*  a  treat,  and  you  know  aifo  that  we 
'  have  been  nt  a  confiderable  expence; 
'  and  it  is  not  juft  that  you  fiiould  have 

*  a  (hare  of  it  without    contributing 

*  towards  it.'   The  beautiful  Safit;  fe- 
conded  her  fifter,  and  faid  to  the  por- 
ter—* Friend,  have  you  never  heard 

*  that  which  is  commonly  faid— "  If 
"  you  bring  any  thing  with  you,  you 
'*  (hall  be  welcome;  but  if  you  bring 
**  nothing,  you  mull  get  you  gone  with 
"  nothing?"" 

'  The  porter,  notwithstanding  h-srlie- 
torick,  muft  in  all  probability  have  re- 


tired in  confufion,  if  Amine  hacT  not 
taken  his  part,  and  faid  to  Zobeide  and 
Safie — '  My  dear  fitters,  I  conjure  you 
to  Itt  him   iray  with   us;   I  need  not 
tell  you  that  he  will  divert  us;  you 
fte  well  enough  he  is  capable  of  that: 
I  muft  needs  lell  you,  that  without  he 
had   been    very    willing,    as  well   as 
nimble,  and  hardy  enough  to  follow 
me,  I  could  not  have  done  fo  much, 
bufmefs    in    fo    little   time:   betides, 
(liould  I  repeat  to  you  all  the  oblig- 
ing expreflions  he  made  to  me  by  the 
way,  you  would   not  be  Unprized  at 
my  protecting  him.' 
At  tliefe  words  of  Amine,  the  porter 
was  fo  much  tranfported  with  joy,  that 
he  fell  on  his  knees,  kiffed  the  ground 
at  the  feet  of  that  charming  perfon,  and 
railing  himfelf  up,  faid — -'  Molt  beau- 
'  tiful  lady,  you  began  my  good  for- 
'  tune  to-day,  and  now  you  compleat 

*  it  by  this  generous  aclion;   I  cannot 

*  eno-ugh  teltify  my  acknowledgment 
. '  for  it.     As  to  what  remains,  my  la- 

*  dies,'  faid  he,  addreffing  himfelf  to 
all  the  three  filters,  '  fmce  you  do  me 

*  fo  great  honour,  do  not  think  that  I 
'  will  abufe  it,  or  look  upon  myfelf  as 
'  a  perfon  that  deferves  it.    No,  I  fhall 
'  always  look  upon  myfelf  as  one  of 
'  your  moft  humble  flaves.'    When  he 
had  fpoken  tliefe  words,  he  would  have 
returned  the  money  he  had  received,  but 
the  grave  Zobeide  ordered  him  to  keep 
it.  *  That  which  we  have  once  given,' 
faid  (he,  'to  reward   thofe  who  have 

*  ferved  us,  we  never  take  again.' 

Here  day  began  to  dawn,  which  put 
Scheherazade  to  filence. 

Dinarzade,  wholiftened  with  a  great 
deal  of  attention,  was  much  troubled 
at  it;  but  had  this  comfort,  however, 
that  the  fultan,  who  was  as  curious  as 
fiie  to  know  what  parted  betwixt  the 
three  beautiful  ladies  and  the  porter, 
ordered  the  fultanefs  to  go  on  with  the 
reft  of  the  ftory  next  night,  and  r'ofe  up 
to  go  about  his  bufmefs. 


N  I  G  II  T    XXXI. 

THE  next  morning  Dinarzade  did 
not  fail  to  awaken  the  faltanefs 
at  the  ordinary  time,  and  faid — *  Dear 
*  fifter,  if  you  are  not  afleep,  I  would 
(  pray  you,  until  break  of  day,  which 
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*  is  near  at  hand,  to  go  on  with  that 
«  agreeable  ftory  you  began.' 

Upon  which    Scheherazade  addref- 
fed  the  fultan  thus:  '  Sir,  with  your 

*  leave,  I  am  willing  to  fatisfy  my  fif- 

*  ter's  curiolity;'  and  at  the  fame  time 
went  on  with  the  ftory  of  the  Three 
Calenders,  a  fort  of  Mahometan  monks. 

Zobeide  would  not  take  back  the  mo- 
ney from  the  porter;  but  faid—-'  My 
friend,  in  confenting  that  you  (lay 
with  us,  I'm uft  forwarn  you,  that  it  is 
not  only  on  condition  thatyou  keep  fe- 
cret  what  we  have  required  of  you,  but 
alfo  that  you  obferve  exaftly  the  rules 
of  good  manners  and  civility.'  In  the 
mean  time  the  charming  Amine  put  off 
the  apparel  (he  went  abroad  with,  put 
on  her  night-gown,  that  fhe  might  be 
more  eafy,  and  covered  the  table,  which 
ihefurni  (lied  with  feveral  forts  of  meat, 
and  upon  a  fidebosrd  fhe  fet  bottles  of 
vine  and  cups  of  gold.  Soon  after, 
the  ladies  took  their  places,  and  made 
the  porter  fit  down  by  them,  who  was 
overjoyed  to  fee  himfelf  at  a  table  with 
three  fuch  admirable  beauties.  After 
they  had  eat  a  little,  Amine,  who  fat 
next  the  fideboard,  tsok  up  a  bottle  and 
a  cup,  filled  out  wine,  and  drank  firft 
berfelf,  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the 
Arabians;  then  fhe  rilled  the  cup  to  her 
fifters,  who  drank  in  courfe  as  they  fat; 
and  at  laft  fhe  filled  it,  the  fourth  time, 
to  the  porter,  who,  as  he  received  it, 
kiffeu  Amine's  hand;  and  before  he 
drank,  fung  a  fong  to  this  purpofe — 
That  as  the  wind  brings  along  with  it 
the  fweet  fcents  of  the  perfumed  places 
through  which  it  paffes,  fo  the  wine  he 
was  going  to  drink,  coming  from  her 
fair  hands,  received  a  mpre  exquifite 
tafte  than  what  it  had  of  it's  own  nature. 
This  fong  pleafed  the  ladies  fo  much, 
that  each  of  them  fung  another  in  their 
turn.  In  fhort,  they  were  extraordina- 
rily merry  all  the  time  of  dinner,  which 
lafted  a  long  time,  for  nothing  was 
wanting  that  could  make  it  agreeable. 
The  day  being  almoft  fpent,  Safie,fpeak- 
ing  in  the  names  of  the  three  ladies, 
faid  to  the  porter  — '  Arife,  and  be 

*  gone;  it  is  time  for  you  to  depart.' 
But  the  porter,  not  willing  to  leave  fuch 
good  company,  cried — *  Alas,  ladies! 
'  whither  do  you  command  me  to  go  in 
'  the  condition  I  am  in?  I  am  quite  be- 
«  fide  myfelf,  by  what  I  have  feen  fmce 

*  I  came  hither,  and  having  alfo  drar.k 
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'  above  my  ordinary  quantity,  I  (hall 
'  never  find  the  way  home;  allow  me 
'  this  night  to  recover  myfelf,  in  aijy 

*  place  where  you  pleafe,  for  no  lefs 

*  lime  is  neceffary  for  me:  but  go  when 
'  I  will,  I  fhall  leave  the  bed  part  of 

*  myfelf  behind  me!' 

Amine  pleaded  the  fecond  time  for 
the  porter,  faying — *  Sifters,  he  is  in 

*  the  right;  I  am  pleafed  with  the  re- 
'  queft,  he  having  already  diverted  us 

*  fo  well;   and,  if  you  will  take  my  ad- 

*  vice,  or  if  you  love  me  as  much  as  I 
'  think  you  do,  let  us  keep  him  to  pafs 
'  away  the  remaining  part  of  the  night.' 
—'Sifter,'  anfwered  Zobeide,  'we  can 

*  refufe  you  nothing;'  and  then  turn- 
ing to  the  porter,  faid— '  We  are  wil- 
'  ling  once  more  to  grant  your requeftj 

*  but  upon  this  new  condition,    that 
'  whatever  we  do  in  your  prefence,  re- 
'  lating  to  ourfelves,  or  any  thing  elfe, 

*  take  heed  you  do  not  once  open  your 
'  mouth  to  afk  the  reafon  of  it;  for  if 

*  you  alk  queftions  about  that  which 
'  does  not  belong   to   you,  you  may 
'  come  to  know  that  which  will  be  no 

*  way  pleafing  to  you:   beware  there- 
«  fore,  and  do  not  be   too  curious  to 
'  dive  into  the  motives  of  our  actions.* 

*  Madam,'  replied  the  porter,  «  I 
'  promife  to  obferve  this  condition  with 
'  fuch  exaftnefs,  that  you  (hall  have  no 
'  caufe  to  reproach  me  with  breaking 
'  it,  and  far  lefs  to  punifh  my  indil- 
'  cretion:  my  tongue  fhall  be  immove- 
«  able  on  thisoccafion;  and  my  eye  like 

*  a  iooking-glafs,  which    retains  no- 
'  thing  of  the  object  that  is  let  before 
'  it.' — '  And  to  /hew  you,'  faid  Zo- 
beide with  a  ferious  countenance,  « that 

*  what  we  demand  of  you  is  not  a  new 
'  thing  among  us,  rife  up,   and  read 
«  what  is  written  over  our  gate  on  the 
«  infide.' 

The  porter  went  thither,  and  read 
thefe  words,  written  in  large  chara&ers 
of  gold:  '  He  who  f peaks  of  things  that 
do  not  concern  him,  fhall  hear  of 
things  that  will  not  pleafe  him.'  Re- 
rningr  again  to  the  three  fillers — '  La- 
dies/ faid  he,  '  I  give  you  my  oath, 
that  you  Oiall  never  hear  me  fpe^k 
any  thing  which  does  not  concern  mi.-, 
or  wherein  you  may  have  anv  con- 
cern!' 

This  agreement  being  made,  Amine 
brought  in  fupper;  and  after  the  room 
was  iet  round  with  tapers,  that  were 
mixed  with  aloes  and  ambergris,  which 
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gave  a  moft  agreeable  fcent,  as  well  as 
a  delicate  light,  (lie  fat  down  at  table 
v/ith  her  filters  and  the  porter.  They 
began  again  to  eat  and  drink,  fing,  and 
repeat  verfes.  The  ladies  took  plea- 
lure  to  fuddle  the  porter,  under  pretext 
of  caufmg  him  to  drink  their  healths  j 
and  abundance  of  witty  fentences  pa/T- 
ed on  both  fides.  In  fhort,  fls  they 
were  ail  in  the  beft  humour  imaginable, 
they  heard  a  knocking  at  the  gate. 

Scheherazade  was  obliged  to  ftop 
here,  becaufe  fhe  obferved  day-light 
appearing. 

The  fultan,  not  doubting  but  that 
the'fequel  of  this  hiftory  deferved  to  be 
heard,  put  it  ofF  till  the  day  following, 
and  fo  arofe. 


NIGHT     XXXII. 

THE  next  night  being  almofl  at  an 
end,  Dlnarzade  called  to  the  ful- 
tanefs — '  For  Heaven's  fake,  filter,  if 
'  you  are  awake,  let  me  pray  you  fo 

*  continue  the.ftory  of  the  three  fair  la- 
1  dies;  I  am  very  impatient  to  know 
'  who  ii  was  that  knocked  at  th«-ir  gate.' 
— 'You  (hall  hear  it  immediately,'  faid 
file;  '  and  I  am'fure  that  what  I  am  now 

*  going  to  relate  is  worthy  of  my  lord 

*  the  fultan's  attention.' 

When  the  ladies  (faid  fhe)  heard 
the  knocking,  they  all  three  got  up  to 
open  the  gate;  but  Safie,  to  whom  this 
office  particularly  belonged,  was  the 
iiimbielt;  which  her  other  two  filters 
perceiving,  fut  down  till  fhe  csme  back 
to  acquaint  them  who  it  could  he  that 
had  any  bufinefs  with  them  fo  Lite. 
Safie  returning,  faid— '  Sifters,  we  have 
'here  a  very  fine  opportunity  to  pafs 
a  good  part  of  the  night  with  much 
fatisfaftion  ;  and  if  you  be  of  the  fame 
mind  with  me,  we  mall  not  let  it  flip. 
There  are  three  calenders  at  cxir  gate, 
at  lead  they  appear  to  be  fiich  by  their 
habit;  but  that  which  you  will  moil 
admire  at  is,  they  are  all  three  blind  of 
their  right-eyes,  have  iheir  heads, 
benrx's,  and  eye  brows,  fhaved,  and, 
as  they  fay,  are  but  juft  come  to  Bag- 
JaJ,  where  they  never  were  before, 
and  it  being  night,  and  not. knowing 
whereto  find  any  lodging,  they  hap- 
pened by  chance  to  knock  at  this  gate, 
*nd  pray  us,  for  the  iovc  of  Heaven, 


to  have  compaflion  on  them,  and  re- 
ceive them  into  the  houfe;  they  care 
not  what  place  we  put  them  in,  pro- 
vided they  may  be  under  Shelter  ;  they 
would  be  fatisfied  with  a  (tablet  they 
are  young  and  handfome  enough,  and 
feem  alfo  to  be  men  of  good  fenfe; 
but  I  cannot,  without  laughing,  think 
of  their  pleafant  and  uniform  figure.' 
Here  Safie  laughed  fo  heartily,  that  it 
put  the  two  fi'ters  and   the  porter  into 
the  fame  mood.   '  My  dear  filters,"  faid 
fhe,  '  are  you  content  that  they  come 
in?  It  is  impoflible  but  that  with  fuch 
perfons  as  I  have  already  defcribed, 
we  (hall  finim  the  day  better  than  we 
began  it;  they  will  afford  us  diver- 
fion  enough,  and  put  us  to  no  charge, 
becaufe  they  defire  fhelter  only  for 
this  night,  and  refolve  to  leave  us  as 
foon  as  day  appears.' 
Zobeiue  and  Amine  made  fome  dif- 
ficulty to  grant  SanVs  requeft,  for  rea- 
fbns  they  knew  well  enough.    But  fhe 
having  fo  great  a  defire  to  obtain  thia 
favour,  they  could  not  reftifeher:  'Go, 
then,'  faid  Zobeide,  'and  bring  them 
in;  but  do    not  forget  to  acquaint 
them  that  they  muft  not  fpeak  of  any 
thing  which  does  not  concern  them  j 
and  caufe  them  to  read  what  is  writ- 
ten over  the  gate.'  Safie  ran  out  with 
a  great  deal  of  joy,  and  in  a  little  time 
after  icturned  with  the  three  Calenders 
in  her  company. 

At  their  entrance  they  made  a  pro- 
found  bow  to  the  ladies,  who  rofe  up 
to  receive  them,  told  them  moft  oblig- 
ingly that  they  were  very  welcome,  that 
they  were  glad  to  have  met  with  an  op  . 
portunity  to  oblige  them,  and  to  con - 
tribute  towards  relieving  them  from  the 
fatigue  of  their  journey;  and  at  laft  in- 
vited them  to  fit  down  with  them. 

The  magnificence  of  the  place,  and 
the  civility  of  the  ladies,  impreffed 
the  calenders  with  a  mighty  idea  of 
their  fine  landladies:  but,  before  they 
fat  down,  having  by  chance  caft  their 
eyes  upon  the  porter,  whom  they  faw 
clad  almoft  like  one  of  thofe  other  ca- 
lenders with  whom  they  are  in  contro- 
verfy  about  feveral  points  of  difcipline, 
becaufe  they  neither  fhave  their  beards 
nor  eye- brows,  one  of  them  faid— 
'  Look  here,  I  believe  we  have  got  one 
*  of  our  revolted  Arabian  brethren.' 

vrhe  porter  being  half  afleep,    and 

having  his  head  pretty  warm  with  wine, 

was  affronted  at  thefe  words;  and  with 

a  fierce 
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"a  fierce  look,  without  (lining  from  his 
place,  anfwered — *   Sit  you  down,  and 

*  do   not  meddle   with    what  does  not 

*  concern  you:   have  you  not  read  the 
c   infcription  over  the  gate?  Do  not  pre- 
c  tend  to  make  people  live  after  your 
'  fafhion,  but  follow  ours.' 

'  Honeft  man,'  faid  the  calender, 
<  do  not  put  yourfelf  in  a  paffion;  we 
'  fhould  be  very  forry  to  give  you  the 

*  leaft  occafion;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
'  we  are  ready  to  receive  your  com- 

*  mands.'  .  Upon  which,  to  avoid  all 
quarrels,  the  ladies  interpofed,  and  pa- 
cified tlvem.     When  the  calenders  were 
fet  at  table,  the  ladies  ferved  them  with 
meat;  and  Safie  being  mo  ft  pleafed,  did 
not  let  them  want  for  drink. 

Scheherazade  ftopt  her  difcourfe,  be- 
caufe  flu-  faw  day  appear;  and  the  ful- 
tan  got  up  to  follow  his  affairs,  pro- 
mifing  to  hear  the  reft  of  the  (lory  next 
day;  for  lie  had  a  great  defire  to  know 
why  thofe  three  calenders  were  all  blind 
of  the  fame  eye. 


NIGHT     XXXIII. 

AN  hour  before  day,  Dinarzade  be- 
.  ing  awake,  faid  to  Scheherazade—- 

*  Dear  lifter,  pray  let  me  know  what 

*  paffed  between  the  ladies  and  the  ca- 

*  lenders?' — *   With  all  my  heart,'  re- 
plied Scheherazade;  and  continued  her 
Rbry  in  the  following  manner. 

After  the  calenders  had  eat  and 
drank  liberally,  they  fignified  to  the  la- 
clies,  that  they  had  a  great  defire  to  en- 
tertain them  with  a  concert  of  mufick, 
if  they  had  any  inftruments  inthehoufe, 
and  would  canfe  them  to  be  brought 
them.  They  willingly  accepted  the  prof- 
fer; and  fair  Sane  going  to  fetch  them, 
returned  again  in  a  moment,  and  pre- 
fented  them  with  a  flute  of  her  own 
country  fafhion,  another  of  the  Perfian 
fort,  and  a  tabor.  Each  man  teak  the 
inftrument  he  liked,  and  all  three  toge- 
ther began  to  play  a  tune.  The  ladies, 
who  knew  the  words  of  a  merry  fong 
that  fuited  the  air,  joined  the  concert 
vrith  their  voices;  but  the  words  of  the 
fong  made  them  now  and  then  ftop 
with  excefilve  laughter. 

At  the  height  of  this  diversion,  and 
v/hen  the  company  were  in  the  midft 
of  their  jollity,  fomtbody  knocked  at 


the  gate;  Safieleft  off  (Inging,  and  went 
to  fee  who  it  was.  But,  Sir,  (laid  Sche- 
herazade to  the  fultan)  it  is  fit  your 
rnujdty  fhould  know  why  this  knock- 
ing happened  fo  late  at  the  ladies  houfe, 
and  the  reafon  was  thus:  the  Cal;ph 
Haroun  Alrafchid  was  accuftomed  to 
walk  abroad  in  difguife  very  often  by 
night,  that  he  might  fee  with  his  own 
eyes  if  every  thing  was  quiet  in  the  ci- 
ty, and  that  no  diiorders  were  commit- 
ted in  it. 

This  night  the  caliph  went  out  pret- 
ty early  on   his  rambles,   accompanied 
with  Giafar  his  grand  vizier,  and  Mef- 
rour  the  chief  of  the  eunuchs  of  his 
palace,   all  difguifed  in  merchants  ha- 
bits; and    pafjing   through   the   ftreet 
where  the  three  ladies  dwelt,  he  heard 
the  found  of  the  mufick  and  great  fits  of" 
laughter;  upon  which  he  commanded 
the  vizier  to  knock,  becaufe  he  would 
go  in  to  know  the  reafon  of  that  jolli- 
ty.    The  vizier  told  him  in  vain,  that 
it  was  fome  women  a  merry-making, 
that  without  queftion  their  heads  were 
warm  with  wine,  and  that  it  would  not 
be  proper  he  ihould  expofe  himfelf  to 
be  affronted  by  them;  befides,  it  was 
not  yet  an  unlawful  hour,  and  there- 
fore he  ought  not  to  difturb  them  in 
their  mirth.  '  No  matter,'  faid  the  ca- 
liph;  «  I  command  you  to  knock.'    So 
it  was  the  grand   vizier  Giafar  who 
knocked  at  the  ladies  gate  by  the  ca- 
liph's orders,  becatife  he  himfelf  would 
rot  be  known.     Safie  opened  the  gatej 
and  the  vizier  perceiving  by  the  light 
that  fhe  held  in  her  hand,  that  me  was 
an  incomparable  beauty,  acled  his  part 
very   well,   and    with  a  very  low  bow 
and  refpedtful  behaviour,  faid  to  her — 
Madam,  we  are  three  merchants  of 
Moffoul,  who  arrived  about  ten  days 
ago  with   rich  merchandize,   which 
we  have  in  a  warehouse  at  a  khan  [or 
inn]  where  we  have  alfo  our  lodging. 
We  happened  this  day  to  be  with  a 
merchant  of  this  city,  who  invited  us 
to  a  treat  at  his  houfe,  where  we  had 
a   fplendid   entertainment ;   and   the 
wine  having  put  us  in  humour,  he 
fent  for  a  company  of  dancers  :   night 
being  come  on,  and  the  mufick  and 
dancers  making  a  great  noife,  and  the 
watch  coming  by  in  the  mean  time, 
can  fed  .the  gate  to  be  opened,  and 
fome  of  the  company  to  be  taken  up; 
but  we  had  the  good  fortune  to  efcape 
by  getting  over  a  wall.     Now,*  faid 
H  i  ti« 


58        ARABIAN  NIGHTS   ENTERTAINMENTS. 


the  vizier,  '  being  ftrangers,  and  fome- 
what   overcome   with   wine,  we   are 
afraid  of  meeting  another,  and  per- 
haps the  fame  watch,  before  we  get 
home  to  our  khan,  which  lies  a  good 
way  from  hence.     Beiides,  when  we 
come  there,  the  gates  will  be  (hut,  and 
not  opened  till  morning:  wherefore, 
Madam,  hearing,  as  wepafled  by  this 
way,  the  found  of  muficlc,  we  fup- 
pofed  you  were  not  yet  going  to  reft, 
and  made  bold  to  knock  at  your  gate, 
to  beg  the  favour  of  lodging  ourfelves 
in  the  houfetill  morning;  and  if  you 
think  us  worthy  of  your  good  com- 
pany, we  will  endeavour  to  contri- 
bute to  your  diverllon  what  lies  in 
our  power,  to  make  fome  amends  for 
the  interruption  we  have  given  you; 
if  not,  we  only  beg  the  favour  of  lay- 
ing this  night  under  your  porch.' 
Whilft  Giafar  held   this  difcourfe, 
fair  Safie  had  time  to  obferve  the  vizier 
and  his  two  companions,  who  were  faid 
to  be  merchants  like  himfelf;  and  told 
them  that  (he  was  not  miftrefs  of  the 
houfe,  but  if  they  would  have  a  mi- 
nute's patience,  (he  would  return  with 
an  anfwer. 

Safie  acquainted  her  fitters  with  the 
matter,  who  confidered  for  Tome  time 
what  to  conclude  upon;  but  being  na- 
turally of  goed  difpofitions,  and  hav- 
ing granted  the  fame  favour  to  the  three 
calenders,  they  at  laft  confenttd  to  let 
them  in. 

Scheherazade,  intending  to  continue 
her  (lory,  faw  day-light  appear,  which 
iiaade  her  break  off;  but  the  quality  of 
thefe  new  aclors  which  the  fultanefs  had 
brought  upon  the  ftage  whetted  the  cu- 
riofity  of  Schahriar,  who,  looking  for 
fome  fnigular  event,  expected  the  next 
night  with  impatience. 


NIGHT    XXXIV. 

DINARZADE  being  as  curious 
as  the  fultan  to  know  what  the 
arrival  of  the  caliph  at  the  houfe  of 
thofe  three  ladies  might  produce,  did 
not  forget  to  awaken  the  fultanefs  very 
early  the  next  morning,  and  prayed  her 
earneftly  to  refume  the  (tory  of  the  ca- 
lenders ;  which  Scheherazade,  with 
leave  of  the  fultan,  piniued  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner, 


The  caliph,  his  grand  vizier,  and  the 
chief  of  the  eunuchs,  being  introduced 
by  the  fair  Safie,  very  couiteoufly  fa- 
1  tiled  the  ladies  and  the  calenders  :  the 
ladies  returned  them  the  like  civilities, 
fuppofing  them  to  be  merchants.  Zo- 
beide,  as  the  chief,  faid  to  them  with  a 
grave  and  ferious  countenance,  which 
was  natural  to  her— 'You  are  welcome. 

*  But  before  I  proceed  farther,  I  hope 

*  you  will   not  take  it  ill  if  we  defire 
'  one  favour  of  you?' — '  Alas!'  faid 
the  vizier,  *  what  favour?  We  can  re- 

*  fufe  nothing  to  fuch  fair  ladies.'  Zo- 
beide  replied — c  It  is,  that  you  would 
«  only  have  eyes,  but  no  tongues;  that 
f  you  put  no  queftions  to  us  about  the 
'  reafon  of  any  thing  you  may  happen 
1  to  fee,  and  not  to  /peak  of  any  thing 

*  that  does  not  concern  you,  left  you 
1  come  to  hear  of  things  that  will  by  no 

*  means  pleafe  you.' 

*  Madam,'  replied  the  vizier,  *  you 
'  ihall  be  obeyed  :  we  are  not  cenfo- 
'  rious,  nor  impertinently  curious;  it 
'  is  enough  for  us  to  take  notice  of  that 

*  which  concerns  us,  without  meddling 

*  with  that  which  does  not  belong  to 

*  us.'  Upon  this  they  all  fat  down;  and 
the  company  being  united,  they  drank 
to  the  health  of  the  new  comers. 

While  the  vizier  Giafar  entertained 
the  ladies  in  difcourfe,  the  caliph  could 
not  forbear  to  admire  their  extraordi- 
nary beauty,  graceful  behaviour,  plea- 
fant  humour,  and  ready  wit;  on  the 
the  other  hand,  nothing  was  more  fur- 
prizing  to  him  than  the  calenders  be- 
ing all  three  blind  of  their  right-eyes. 
He  would  gladly  have  been  informed  of 
this  fingularity;  but  the  conditions  fo 
lately  impofed  upon  himfelf  and  his 
companions  would  not  allow  him  to 
fpeak.  This,  with  the  nchnefs  of  the 
furniture,  the  exaft  order  of  every-thing, 
and  neatnefs  of  the  houfe,  made  him 
think  it  was  fome  enchanted  place. 

Their  entertainment  happening  to  be 
upon  divertiflements,  and  different 
ways  of  making  merry,  the  calenders 
arofe,  and  danced  after  their  fafhionj 
which  augmented  the  good  opinion  the 
ladies  had  conceived  of  them,  and  pro- 
cured them  the  efteem  of  the  caliph  and 
his  companions. 

When  the  three  calenders  had  made 

an  end  of  their  dance,  Zobeide  arofe; 

f»r.d>  taking  Amine  by  the  hand,  faid — 

«  Pray, 
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Pray,  fitter,  rife  up,  for  the  company 
will  not  take  it  ill  if  we  uie  our  free- 
dom; and  their  prefence  need  not  to 
hinder  our  performance  of  what  we 
are  wont  fo  do.'     Amine,  byunder- 
ftanding  her  fitter's  meaning,  rofe  up 
from  her  feat,  carried  away  the  dirties, 
the  table,  the  flaiks  and  cups,  together 
with  the  inftruments  which  the  calen- 
ders had  played  upon. 

Safie  was  not  idle,  butfwept  the  room, 
put  every  thing  again  in  it's  place, 
In u (fed  the  candles,  and  put  frefn  aloes 
and  ambergris  to  them;  and  then  pray- 
ed the  three  calenders  to  fit  down  upon 
the  fofa  on  one  fide,  and  the  caliph 
with  his  companions  on  the  other:  as 
to  the  porter,  (he  faid  to  him — *  Get  up, 
f  and  prepare  yourfelf  to  ferve  in  what 

*  we  are  going  about;  a  man,  like  you, 
«  who  is  one  of  the  family,  ought  not 

*  to  be  idle.'    The  porter,  being  fome- 
what  recovered  from  his  wine,  got  up 
immediately;  and,  having  tied  thefleeve 
of  his   gown  to  his  belt,  anfwered — 

*  Here  am  I,  ready  to  obey  your  com- 
'  mands  in  any  thing.'—'  That  is  very 
'  well,'  replied  Safie;  '  ftay  till  you  are 
«  (poke  to;  you  (hall   not  be  idle  very 
<  long.'     A  little  time  after,  Amine 
came  in  with  a  chair,  which  fhe  placed 
in  the  middle  of  the  room;  then  went 
to  a  clofet,  which  having  opened,  (he 
beckoned  to  the  porter,  and  laid  to  him 
— '  Come  hither,  and  help  me;1  which 
he  obeying,  entered  the  clofet,  and  re- 
turned immediately,  leading  two  black 
bitches,  with  each    of  them   a   collar 
and  chain;  they  looked  as  if  they  had 
been  feverely  whipped  with   rods:  he 
brought  them  into  the  middle  ot  the 
room,. 

Then  Zobetde  rifing  from  her  feat 
between  the  calenders  and  the  caliph, 
marched  very  gravely  towards  the  port- 
er: *  Come  on,'  faid  (he,  with  a  great 
figh;  «  let  us  perform  our  duty:'  then 
tucking  up  her  fleeves  above  the  elbows, 
and  receiving  a  rod  from  Safie — '  Port- 
'  er,'  faid  (he,  «  deliver  one  of  the 
'  bitches  to  my  fitter  Amine,  and  come 

*  to  me  with  the  other.' 
Theporterdid  as  he  was  commanded. 

The  bitch  which  he  held  in  his  hand  be- 
gan toci'y,and  turning  towardsZobeide, 
held  her  head  up  in  a  begging  poilurej 
but  Zobeide,  having  no  regard  to  the 
fad  countenance  of  the  bitch,  which 
would  have  moved  pity,  nor  her  cries, 
which  refounded  through  all  the  houle, 


whipped  her  with  the  rod,  till  (he  was 
out  of  breath;  and  having  fpent  ht.r 
ftrength,  that  (he  could  ftrike  no  more, 
fhe  threw  down  the  rod,  and  taking  the 
chain  from  the  porter,  lifted  up  the 
bitch  by  her  paws,  and  looking  upon 
her  with  a  fad  and  pitiful  countenance, 
they  both  wept:  after  which,  Zobeide, 
with  her  handkerchief  wiped  the  tears 
from  the  bitch's  eyes,  kiffed  her,  re- 
turned the  chain  to  the  porter,  bid  him 
carry  her  to  the  place  whence  he  took 
her,  and  bring  her  the  other.  The  porter 
led  the  whipped  bitch  back  to  the  clofet} 
and,  receiving  the  other  from  Amine, 
prefented  her  to  Zobeide,  who  bid  the 
porter  hold  her  as  he  did  the  firft,  took 
up  the  rod,  and  treated  her  after  the 
fame  manner;  and  when  (he  had  wept 
over  her,  dried  her  eyes,  kiffed  her,  and 
returned  htr  to  the  porter:  but  lovely 
Amine  f  pa  red  him  the  trouble  of  lead- 
ing her  back  to  the  clofet,  doing  it  h«r- 
felf.  The  three  calenders  and  the  ca- 
liph, with  his  companions,  were  ex- 
tremely furpnzed  at  this  execution,  and 
could  not  comprehend  why  Zobeide,  af- 
ter having  fo  furioutty  whipped  thofe 
two  bitches,  that  by  the  MufTulman  re- 
ligion are  reckoned  unclean  animals, 
fliould  cry  with  them,  wipe  off  their 
tears,  arid  kifa  them:  they  muttered 
among  themfelvesj  and  the  caliph,  who 
being  more  impatient  than  the  reft, 
and  longed  exceedingly  to  be  inform- 
ed of  the  caufe  of  fo  ftrar.ge  an  action, 
could  not  forbear  making  figns  to  the 
vizier  to  alk  the  queftion ;  but  the  vizier 
turned  l;;s  head  another  way  ;  till  being 
prtifed  by  repeated  figns,  he  anfwereii 
by  othtrs,  that  it  was  not  yet  time  i\u 
the  caliph  to  fatisfy  his  curioiity. 

Zobeide  fat  ftill  fome  time  in  thz 
middle  of  the  room,  where  (he  had 
whipped  the  two  bitches,  to  recover  her- 
felf  of  the  fatigue  ;  and  fait-  Safie  call- 
ed  to  her— '  Dear  fitter,  will  you  not 

*  be  plea  fed  to  return  fo  your  pi  ace,  that 
'  I  may  alfo  acl  my  part?' — '  Yes,  lif- 

*  ter,'  replied  Zobeide;  and  then  went 
and  fat  down  upon  the  fofa,  having  the 
caliph,  Giafar,    and  Mefrour,   on  her 
right-hand,    and  the  three  caieaders, 
with  the  porter,  on  her  left. 

Here     Scheherazade    faid    to    the 
fultan-— •*  Sir,  what  lias  been   hitherto 

*  told    your    majefty     muft,     without 
'  doubt,    appear     very     ftrar.ge  ;    but 

*  what  yet  remains  is  more  svonderfuij 

•  aoj 
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*  and   I  am    perfuaded    your    majefty 

*  will  think  fo,  if  you  will  be  plraled 

*  to  give  me  leave   to  finilh   the  ftory 

*  next  night.' 

Thefultan  agreed  to  it,  and  got  up 
becaufeit  was  day. 


D 


NIGHT    XXXV. 

INARZADE  was  no  fooncr 
awake  next  morning,  but  [he 
called — 'Sifter,  if  you  are  not  afleep, 
'  pray  continue  the  fine  ftory  of  the  three 
4  iifters.'  The  fultanefs  remembering 
where  (he  left  off,  addrefled  her  fpeech 
to  the  fultan,  and  went  on  as  follows. 

SIR, 

After  Zobeide  fat  down,  the  whole 
company  was  iilent  for  a  while;  at  laft 
Safie,  fitting  on  a  chair  in  the  middle 
of  the  room,  fpoke  to  her  fitter  Amine 
— '  Dear  fifter,  I  conjure  you  to  rife 
«  up;  you  know  well  enough  what  I 
«  would  fay.'  Amine  role,  and  went 
into  another  clofet,  near  to  that  where 
the  bitches  were,  and  brought  out  a 
cafe  covered  with  yellow  fattin,  richly 
embroidered  with  gold  and  green  filk: 
fhecame  nearSafie,  and  opened  the  cafe, 
from  whence  (he  took  a  lute,  and  pre- 
fented  to  her:  and,  after  fome  time  (pent 
in  tuning  it,  Safie  began  to  play,  ac- 
companying it  with  her  voice;  (he  fung 
a  fong  a'bout  the  torments  that  abfence 
creates  to  lovers,  with  fo  much  fweet- 
nefs,  that  it  charmed  the  caliph  and 
all  the  company.  Having  fnng  with  a 
great  deal  of  paffion  and  aclion,  flie 
faid  to  the  lovely  Amine — *  Pray  take  it, 
fjfter,  for  I  can  do  no  more,  nfy  voice 
fails  me;  oblige  the  company  with  a 
tune  and  a  fong  in  my  room.' — *  Very 
willingly,'  replied  ArnJne;  who,tak- 
ng  the  lute  from  her  filter  Safie,  fat 
down  in  her  place. 

Amine,  after  fome  fmall  trial  to  fee 
whether  the  inftrument  was  in  tune, 
played  and  fung  almoft  as  long  upon 
the  fame  fubjeft,  but  with  fo  much 
vehemence,  and  was  fo  much  affe&ed, 
or  rather  tranfported,  by  the  words  of 
the  fong,  that  her  ftrength  failed  her 
as  (lie  made  an  end  of  it. 

Zobeide,  willing  to  teftify  her  fatis- 
faction,  faid — c  Sifter,  you  have  done 
*  wonders;  and  we  may  eafily  fee  that 
«  you  have  a  feeling  of  the  grief  you 
'  have  exprefied  fo  much  to  the  life.' 
Amine  was  prevented  from  anfwtring 


this  civility,  her  heart  being  fo  fenfibly 
touched  at  the  fame  moment,  that  (he 
was  obliged,  for  air,  to  uncover  her 
neck  and  breaft,  which  did  not  appear 
fo  fair  as  might  have  been  expected 
from  fo  fine  a  lady;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, black  and  full  of  fears,  which 
frighted  all  the  fpe&ators.  However, 
this  gave  her  no  eafe,  but  (he  fell  into 
a  fit. 

Here  Scheherazade  flopped,  faying-, 
— *  Sir,  I  had  almoft  forgot  that  it  is 

*  day.'     With  this  (he  ended  her  dif- 
courfe;  and  the  fultan  rofe  from  bed. 

Though  this  prince  had  not  refolved 
to  defer  the  death  of  the  fultanefs,  he 
could  not  at  this  time  have  determined 
to  takeaway  her  life,  his  curiofity  was 
fo  great  to  hear  cut  the  ftory,  which 
had  fo  many  unheard-of  events. 

NIGHT    XXXVI. 

D  INARZADE  awaked  her 
fifter  as  formerly,  faying — '  Dear 
'  filter,  I  pray  you  to  continue  the  ftory 
'  of  the  ladies  and  the  calenders;'  upon, 
which  fherefumed  her  difcourfe  in  the 
following  manner. 

While  Zobeide  and  Safie  ran  to  help 
their  (ifter,  one  of  the  calenders  could 
not  forbear  faying — *  We  had  better 
4  have  flept  in  the  ftreets  than  have 
'  come  hither,  had  we  thought  to  have 
'  feen  fuch  fpectacles.'  The  caliph, 
who  heard  this,  came  up  to  him  and 
the  other  calenders,  and  afked  them 
what  might  be  the  meaning  of  all  this. 
They  anfwered — *  Sir,  we  know  no 

*  mere  than  you  do.' — «  What!'  faid 
the  caliph,  «  are  you  not  of  the  family? 
'  And  cannot  you  refolveus  concern - 
'  ing  the  two  black  bitches  that  have 

*  been  fo  bafely  abufed,  nor  the  lady 

*  who  fainted  away  ?' — c  Sir,'  faid  the 
calenders,  '  this  is  the  firft  time  that  ever 
'  we  were  in  the  houfe;  and  we  came 
'  in  but  a  few  minutes  before  you.' 

This  increafed  the  caliph's  aftonilto- 
mert.  «  It  may  be,'  faid  he,  '  this 

*  other  man    who  is    with  you    may 
'  know  fomething  of  it.'     One  of  the 
calenders  made  a  fign  for  the  porter  to 
come  near;  and  afked  him,  whether  he 
knew  why  thefe  two  black  bitches  had 
been  whipped,  and  why  Amine's  bo- 
ibin  was   fo  fcarred.     «  Sir,'  faid  the 
porter,  {  I  can  fvrear  by  Heaven,  that 

«  if 
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if  you  know  nothing  of  all  this,  I 
know  as  little  as  you  do.  It  is  true, 
I  live  in  this  city ;  but  I  never  was  in 
the  houfe  till  now:  and  if  you  are 
furprized  to  fee  me  here,  I  am  as  much 
to  find  myfelf  in  your  company;  and 
whr.t  encreafes  my  wonder  is,  that 
I  have  not  feen  one  man  with  thefe 
ladies.' 

The  caliph  and  his  company,  as  well 
as   the   calenders,  fuppofed   the  porter 
had  been  one  of  the  family,  and  hoped 
he  could  inform  them  of  what  they.de- 
fued  to   know;  but  rinding  he   could 
not,  and   revolving  to  fatisfy  his  cu- 
riofity,   coft  what  it  wfould,  he  faid  to 
the  reft — «  Look  ye,  we  are  here  feven 
men,  and  have  but  three  women  to 
deal  with;  let  us  try  if  we  can  oblige 
them  to  fatisfy  us;  and  if  they  refute 
it  by  fair  means,  we  are  in  a  condi- 
tion to  force  them  to  it.' 
The  grand  vizier  Giafar  was  again  ft 
this   method,    and  fhewed   the   caliph 
•what  might  be  the  confequence  of  it  5 
but  without  difcovering  the  prince  to  the 
calenders,  addrefied  him  as  if  he  had 
been  a  merchant,  thus  :   '  Sir,  confider, 
I  pray  you,  that  our  reputation  lies 
at  ftake.     You  know  very  well  upon 
what    conditions    thefe   ladies   were 
ready  to  receive  us,  and  we  alfo  agreed 
to  them;  what  will  they  fay  ofusif  we 
break  them  ?  We  mail  be  ftill  more 
to  blame  if  any   mifchief  befal  us, 
for   it  is   not  likely  they  would  de- 
mand   fuch  a  promife  of  us  if  they 
did  not  know  themfelves  in  a  condi- 
tion to  make  us  repent  the  breaking 
of  it.' 

Here  the  vizier  took  the  caliph  allde, 

and  whifpered  to  him  thus:  '   Sir,  the 

night  will  foon  be  at  an  end;  and,  if 

your  majefty  will  only  be  plea  fed  to 

have  fo  much  patience,    I  will  take 

thefe  ladies  to-morrow  morning,  and 

bring  them  before  your  throne,  where 

you  may  be  informed  of  all  that  you 

defire  to  know.'     Though  this  advice 

was  very  judicious,  the  cali-ph  rejected 

it,  bid  the  vizier  hold  his  tongue,  and 

faid  he  would  not  ftay  till  then,  but 

would  have  fatisfa6ticn  in  the  matter 

prefently. 

The  next  bufinefs  was  to  know  who 
fiiould  carry  the  mefiage'.  The  caliph 
endeavoured  to  prevail  with  the  calcn- 
<krs  to  fpeak  firftj  but  they  excufed 
themfelves:  however  they  at  iaft  agreed 
that  the  porter  ftiould  be  the  man  j  but 


as  they  were  confulting  how  to  word 
this  fatal   queftion,  Zobeide   returned 
from   her   filter  Amine,  who   was  re- 
covered of  her  fit,  and  drew  near  them; 
and  having  overheard  them   fpeakin^ 
pretty   loud,    and    with   fome    paffion, 
faid — '  Gentlemen,  what  is  the  fubjeci 
of  your  difcourfe  ?   What  are  you  dif- 
puting  about  ?' 

The  porter  anfwered  immediately— 
Madam,  thefe  gentlemen  pray  you  to 
let  them  underftand  wherefore  you 
wept  over  your  two  bitches,  after  you 
whipped  them  fo  feverely  ?  and  how 
that  lady's  bofom,  who  lately  fainted 
away,  came  to  be  fo  full  of  fears? 
This  is  what  I  am  ordered  to  aik  in 
their  names.' 

At  thefe  words  Zobeide  looked  witii 
a  ftern  countenance;  and,  turning  to- 
warns  the  caliph  and  the  reft  of  the 
company — <    Is    it   true,    gentlemen,* 
faid  me,   '  that  you  have  given  him  or- 
*  ders  to  aflc  me  this  queftion  ?'  All  of 
them,  except  the  vizier  Giafar,    \vhv> 
fpoke  not  a   word,  anfwered — c  Yes.' 
On  which  me  told  them,  in  a  tone  that 
fufficiently  expreffcd  her  refentment — 
Before  we  granted  you  the  favour  of 
being  received  into  our  houfe,  and  to 
prevent  all  occafion  of  trouble  from 
you  becaufe  we  are  alone,  we  did  it 
upon  condition  that  you   fiiould   not 
fpeak  of  any  thing  that  did  not  con- 
cern   you,    left   you   might  come  to 
hear  that  which  would  not  pleafe  you ; 
and  yet,  after  having  received, and 
entertained  you  as  well  aspofiibly  we 
could,  you  make  no  fcruple  to  break 
your  promife.     It  is  true,  that  our 
eafy  temper  has  occafioned  this;  but 
that  mail  not  excufe  you,   for  your 
proceedings  are  very   unhar.dfome.* 
As  llhe  fpoke   thefe  words,    fue  gave 
three  hard  knocks  with  her  foot;  and, 
clapping  her  hands  as  often  together, 
cried — '  Come  quick  !'     Upon  this  a 
door  flew  open,  and  feven  ftrong,  ftur- 
dy  black  flaves,  with  fcymetars  in  their 
hands,    raftied   in;  everyone  leized  a 
man,  threw  him   on    the  ground,  and 
dragged  him    into   the   middle  of  the 
room,  in  order  to  cut  off  his  head. 

We  may  eafily  conceive  what'  a  fright 
the  caliph  was  in;  he  then  repented, 
but  too  late,  that  he  had  n-ot  taken  his 
vizier's  advice.  In  the  mean  time,  this 
unhappy  prince,  Giafar,  Mefrour,  the 
porter,  and  the  calenders,  were  upon 
the  point  of  lofing  their  lives  by  their 
indifcreet 
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indifcreet  curiofity :  but  before  they 
would  ftrike  the  fatal  blow,  one  of  the 
Haves  (aid  to  Zobeide  and  her  fitters 
— '  High?  mighty,  and  adorable  mif- 

<  trefies,  do  you  command  us   to  cut 

<  their   throats  ?' — '  Stay,'     faid    Zo- 
beide,   *  I   rnuft  examine   them    firft.* 
The  frightened  porter  interrupted  her 
thus:    '  In  the  name  of  Heaven,  do  not 
«  make    me    die    for    another    man's 
«  crime!     I  am  innocent;  they  are  to 

*  blame.      Alas!'    faid     he,    crying, 

*  how  pleafantly  did  we  pifs  our  time! 
«  Thofe  blind  calenders  are  the  caufe  of 

*  this  misfortune;  there  is  no  town  in 

*  the  world  but  goes  to  ruin  wherever 
«  thefe   inaufpicious   fellows   come. — 
«  Madam,  I  beg  you  not  todeftroy  the 
«  innocent  with   the  guilty;  and  con- 

*  fider,  that  it  is  more  glorious  to  par- 
«  don  fuch  a  wretch  as  I,  who  have  no 

<  ways  to  help  myfelf,  than  to  facrifice 

<  me  to  your  refentment.' 

Zobeide,  notwithftanding  her  p.nger, 
could  not  but  laugh  within  herfelf  at 
the  porter's  lamentation;  but,  without 
anfweririg  him,  fhe  fpoke  a  fecond  time 
to  the  rcih     *  Anfwer  me,'  faid   (he, 
and  tell  me  who  you  are,  otherwife 
you  (hall  not  live  a  moment  longer. 
I  cannot  believe  you  to  behoneft  men, 
nor  perfons  of  authority  ordittin&ion 
in  your  own  countries;  for,  if  you 
were,  you  would  have  been  more  mo- 
deft  and  more  refpe£lful  to  us.' 
The  caliph-,  who  was  naturally  im- 
patient, was   infinitely  more   fo    than 
the  reft,  to  find   his  life  depend  upon 
the  command  of  a  lady  juftly  inccnfed; 
"but  began  to  conceive  fome  hopes,  when 
lie  faw  fhe  would  know  who  they  all 
were;  for  he  imagined   me  would   not 
take  away  his   life,  when    fhe  fhould 
he    informed  of  his    rank;    therefore 
lie  fpoke  with  a  low  voice  to  the  vizier, 
who  was  near  him,  to  declare  fpeedily 
who  he  was:  but  the  yizier  being  more 
prudent,  refolved  to  fave  his  matter's 
honour,  and  not  let  the  world   know 
the  affront  he  had  brought  upon  him- 
felf  by  his  own  weaknefs;  and  there- 
fore anlwered. — '  We  haye  what  we 

*  deferve.'    Butif  he  would  have  fpoke 
in  obedience  to  the  caliph,  Zobeide  djd 
rot  give  him  time;  for  having  turned 
to  the  calenders,  and   feeing   them  all 
three  blind  with  one  eye,  afked  if  they 
were  brothers.     One  of  them  anfwer- 
cd-— '  No,  Madam;  no  otherwife  than 

*  «s  we  are  calenders;  that  is  to  f;»v, 


*  as    we    obferve   the    fame  rules.'— 

*  Were  you  born  blind  of  the  right- 
'  eye?'  replied  (he.     «  No,  Madam,' 
anfwered  he;   «  I  lod  my  eye  in  fuch  a 
'   furprizing  adventure,  that  it  would  be 
'  inltruclive   to  every  body  were  it  in 

*  writing:  afteV  that  misfortune  I  fhav- 

*  ed    my  beard  and    eye-brows,    and 
«  took  the  habit  of  a  calender,  which  I 
'  now  wear.' 

Zobeide  aflced  the  other  two  calen- 
ders the  fame  quettion,  and  had  the 
fame  anfwer;  but  he  who  fpoke 'lad 
added — *  Madam,  to  mew  you  that 

*  we  are  no  common  fellows,  and  that 
'  you  may  have  fome  confideration  for 
'  us,  be  pleafed  to  know,  that  we  are 

*  all  three  fons  of  kings;  and  though 
«  we  never  met  together  till  this  even- 

*  ing,  yet  we  have  had  time  enoagh  to 
'  make   that  known  to  one   another; 
'  and,   I   affure  you,    that  the  kings 
'  from  whom    we   derive  our   being, 
'  made  fome  noife  in  the  world.' 

At  this  difcourfe  Zobeide  affuaged 
heranger,  and  faid  to  the  (laves — *  Give 

*  them  their  liberty  a  while,  but  (lay 
«  here.     Thofe  who  tell  us  their  hifto- 

*  ry,  and  the  occafion  of  their  coming, 
'  do  them  no  hurt;  let  them  go  where 
«  they  pleafe:    but  do  not  (pare   thofe 
'  why  refufe  to  give  us  that  fatisfac* 

*  tion,' 

Here  Scheherazade  (topped;  and  her 
filence,  as  well  as  day-light,  inform- 
ing the  fultan  that  it  was  time  for  him 
to  rife,  he  got  up,  and  refolved  to  hear 
the  reft  of  the  ftory  next  night;  for  he 
was  impatient  to  know  who  thefe  three 
one-eyed  calenders  were. 


NIGHT    XXXVII. 

DINARZADE,  who  alfo  took 
a  great  deal  of  pleafure  to  hear 
the  fultanefs's  ftories,  laid  to  her,  about 
the  clofeof  the  fojldwing night — *  Dear 

*  fitter,  if  you  be  not  afleep,  I  conjure 

*  you  to  go  on  with  the  agreeable  ftory 
'  of  the  three  calenders.' 

Scheherazade  demanded  leave  of  the 
fultan;  and,  having  obtained  it,  conti- 
nued thus. 

SIR, 

The  three  calenders,  the  caliph,  the 

grand  vizier  Giafar,  the  eunuch  Mef- 

rour,  and  the  porter,  were  all  in  the 

middle 
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middle  of  the  hall,  fet  upon  a  foot-car- 
pet in  the  prefence  of  the  three  ladies, 
who  fat  upon  a  fora,  and  the  (laves 
ftood  ready  to  do  whatever  their  mif- 
titlfes  fiiould  command. 

The  porter,  underftanding  that  he 
might  rid  himfelf  of  hisdangerby  telling 
his  hiftory,  fpoke  firft,  and  faid  to  Zo- 
beide — '  Madam,  you  know  my  hiftory 

*  already,  and  theoccafion  of  my  com- 
«  ing  hither;   fo  that  what  I  have  to  fay 
«  will  be  very  fliort.     My  lady,  your 

*  fifter  there,   called  me  this  morning 
«  at  the  place  where  I  plyed  as  porter, 

*  to  fee  if  any  body  would  employ  me, 
'  that  I  might  get  my  bread.     I  fol- 

*  lowed  her  to  a  vintner's;  then  to  a 
'  herb-woman's;  then  to  one  who  fold 
'  oranges,  lemons,  and  citrons  ;  then 

*  to  a  grocer's ;  next  to  a  confectioner's 
'  andadruggift's,  with  my  baflcet  upon 
'  my  head  as  full  as  I  was  able  to  carry 
«  it:  then  I  came  hither,  where  you 

*  had  the  goodnefs  to  fuffer  me  to  con- 

*  tinue  till  now;  a  favour  which  I  (hall 
«  never  forget.     This,  Madam,  is  my 
«  hiftory.' 

When  the  porter  had  done,  Zobeide 
faid  to  him  —  *  Go,  march  !  let  us  fee 

*  you  no  more  here.' — *  Madam,'  re- 
plied the  porter,  *  I  beg  you  to  let  me 

*  ftay :  it  would  not  be  juft,  after  the 
'  reft  have  had  the  pleafure  to  hear  my 

*  hiftory,  that  I  fhould  not  alfo  have  the 
«  fatisfa&ion   to   hear  theirs.*      And 
having  fpoke  thus,  fat  him  down  at  the 
end  of  the  fofa,  glad  to  the  heart  to  have 
efcaped  the  danger  which  had  frightened 
him  fo  much.     After  him,  one  of  the 
three  calenders  directing  his  fpeech  to 
Zobeide,  as  the  principal  of  the  three 
ladies,  and  the  perfon  who  commanded 
him  to  fpeak,  began  his  ftory  thus. 


THE    HISTORY    OF    THE    FIRST    CA- 
LENDER, A  KING'S  SON. 

1  "fc/rADAM,  in  order  to  inform  you 
•*•*-*•  «  how  I  loft  my  right -eye,  and 
why  I  was  obliged  to  put  myielf  into 
a  calender's  habit,  I  muft  tell  you 
that  I  am  a  king's  fon  by  birth  :  the 
king  my  father  had  a  brother  who 
reigned,  as  he  did,  over  a  neighbour- 
ing kingdom  ;  and  the  prince  his  fon 
and  I  were  almoft  of  an  age. 
*  After  I  had  learned  my  exercife?, 
and  the  king  my  father  granted  me 
fuch  liberty  as  fuited  my  dignity,  I 


went  conftantly  every  year  to  fee  my 
uncle;  at  whofecourtl  diverted  my- 
felf  during  a  month  or  two,  and  then 
returned  again  -to  my  father's.  Thefe 
feveral  journiesgaveoccaiion  of  con - 
trailing  a  very  firm  and  particular 
friendship  between  the  prince  my 
coufin  and  myfelf.  The  laft  time  I 
faw  him,  he  received  me  with  greater 
demonftrations  of  tendernefs  than  he 
had  done  at  any  time  before  ;  and  re- 
folving  one  day  to  give  me  a  treat, 
he  made  great  preparations  for  that 
purpofe.  We  continued  along  time 
at  table;  and,  after  we  had  both  fup- 
ped  very  well  —  "  Coufin,"  faid  he, 
you  will  hardly  be  able  to  guefs  how 
I  have  been  employed  fmce  your  laft 
departure  from  hence,  which  is  now 
about  a  year  paft.  I  have  had  a  great 
many  men  at  work  to  perfect:  a  de- 
(ign  I  have  in  my  mind:  I  have 
caufed  an  edifice  to  be  built,  which 
is  now  finifhed  fo  as  one  may  dwell 
in  it.  You  will  not  be  difpleafed  if 
I  (hew  it  to  you.  But  firft  you  are 
to  promife  me,  upon  oath,  that  you 
will  keep  my  fecret,  according  to  the 
confidence  I  repofe  in  you." 
«  The  love  and  familiarity  that  were 
between  us  would  not  allow  me  to 
refufe  him  any  thing;  I  very  readily 
took  the  oath  he  required  of  me : 
upon  which  he  faid  to  me  — "  Stay 
here  till  I  return  ;  I  will  be  witli 
you  in  a  moment."  And  accord- 
ingly  he  came  with  a  lady  in  his 
hand,  of  fingular  beauty,  and  mag- 
niricently  apparelled:  he  did  not  dif- 
cover  who  ihe  was;  neither  did  I 
think  it  any  wife  prudent  to  make 
enquiry.  We  fat  down  to  table  again 
with  this  lady;  where  we  continued 
fome  time,  entertaining  ourlelves 
with  difcourfes  upon  indifferent  fub- 
jects,  and  now-and-then  a  full  glafs 
to  drink  each  other's  health.  After 
which  the  prince  faid — "  Coufin,  we 
muft  lofe  no  time;  therefore  pray 
oblige  me  in  taking  this  lady  along 
with  you,  and  conduct  her  to  a  ccr- 
tain  place,  where  you  will  fee  a  tomb 
newly  built  in  the  form  of  a  dome  ; 
you  will  eafily  kflow  it.  The  gate  is 
open ;  go  in  there  together,  and 
tarry  till  I  come,  which  will  be  very 
fpeedi!y.s> 

'  Being  true  to  my  oath,  I  made  no 

farther  enquiry;  but  took  the  lady 

by  the  hunu,   and,  by  the  directions 

1  «  which 
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which  the  prince  my  coufin  had  given 
me,  I  brought  her  to  the  place,  by 
the  light  of  the  moon,  without  miffing 
one  ftep  of  the  way.  We  were  fcarce- 
ly  got  thither,  when  we  faw  the  prince 
coming  after,  carrying  a  little  pitcher 
of  water,  a  hatchet,  and  a  little  bag 
with  plaifter. 

«  The  hatchet  ferved  him  to  break 
down  the  empty  fepulchre  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  tomb;  he  took  away  the 
ftones,  one  after  another,  and  laid 
them  in  a  corner.  When  all  this 
was  done,  he  dug  up  the  ground, 
where  I  law  a  trap -door  tinder  the 
fepulchre,  which  he  lifted  up,  and 
underneath  perceived  the  head  of  a 
ftair-cafe  leading  into  a  vault.  Then 
my  coufin,  fptaking  to  the  lady, 
(aid — "  It  is  by  this  way  that  we  are 
[  to  go  to  the  place  I  told  you  of." 
Upon  which  the  lady  drew  near,  and 
went  down,  and  the  prince  began  to 
follow  her;  but  turning  firft  to  me, 
faid  —  "  My  dear  coufin,  lam  in- 
finitely obliged  to  you  for  the  trou- 
:  ble  you  have  been  at ;  I  thank  you." 
— "  Adieu  !"  cried  I.  "  Dear  coufin, 
:  what  is  the  meaning  of  this  ?" — 
;  Be  content,"  replied  he;  "you  may 
[  return  back  the  fame  way  you 
!  came.1* 

Scheherazade  being  come  this  length, 
faw  day  appear,  which  hindered  her 
from  proceeding  any  farther. 

The  fultan  got  up  ;  but  longed  very 
much  to  know  the  defign  of  the  prince 
and  his  lady,  which  feemed  as  if  they 
had  a  mind  to  bury  themfelves  alive; 
and  impatiently  waited  for  the  next 
night,  that  he  might  be  thoroughly  in- 
formed of  it. 


NIGHT    XXXVIII. 

DINARZADE  awaked  the  ful- 
tanefs  next  night,  as  ufual,  and 
prayed  her  to  continue  the  hiftory  of 
the  firft  calender.  Schahriar  having 
alfo  fignified  to  the  fultanefs  that  it 
would  be  very  pleafing  to  him,  flie  re- 
fumed  the  thread  of  her  difcourfe  as 
follows. 


'  Madam,'  faid  the  calender  to  Zo- 
beide,  «  I  could  get  nothing  farther 
'  from  him  ;  but  was  obliged  to  take 
*  leave  £>f  him.  As  I  returned  to  my 


uncle's  palace,  the  vapours  of  th<e 
wine  got  up  into  my  head  ;  however, 
I  got  to  my  apartment,  and  went  to 
bed.  Next  morning,  when  I  awaked, 
I  began  to  reflect  upon  whatbefel  me 
the  night  before  ;  and,  after  recol- 
lecling  all  the  circumftances  of  fuch 
a  fingular  adventure,  I  fancied  it  was 
nothing  but  a  dream.  Being  full  of 
thefe  thoughts,  I  lent  to  know  if  the 
prince  my  coufin  was  ready  to  receive 
a  vifit  from  me;  but  when  they 
brought  back  word  that  he  lay  not 
in  his  own  lodgings  that  night,  that 
they  knew  not  what  was  become  of 
him,  and  were  in  much  trouble  about 
it,  I  conceived  that  the  Grange  event 
of  the  tomh  was  but  too  true.  I  was 
fenfibly  arHicled  at  it ;  and  dealing 
away  privately  from  my  people,  I 
went  to  the  publick  burying- place, 
where  there  was  a  vaft  number  of 
tombs  like  that  which  I  had  feen  :  I 
(pent  the  day  in  viewing  them,  one 
after  another,  but  could  not  find  that 
which  I  fought  for;  and  thus  I  fpent 
four  whole  days  in  vain. 

*  You  muft  know,  that  all  this  while 
the  king  my  uncle  wns  ablent,  and 
had  been  hunting  forieveral  days.   I 
grew  weary  of  (hying  for  him;  and. 
having  prayed  his  minifters  to  make 
my  apology  to  him  at  his  return,  I 
left  his  palace,   and  let  out  towards 
my  father's  court,  from  which  I  had 
never  been  fo  long  abfent  before,      f 
left  the  minifters  of  the  king  my  un- 

.  cle  in  great  trouble,  to  think  whnc 
was  become  of  the  prince  my  coufm  : 
but,  becaufe  of  the  oath  I  had  made 
to  keep  his  fecret,  I  durft  not  tell  them 
any  thing  of  what  I  had  feen  or  knew, 
in  order  to  make  them  eafy. 

*  I  arrived  at  my  father's  capital,  the 
ufual  place  of  his  refidence  ;  where, 
contrary  to  cu(torn,  I  found  a  great 
guard  at  the  gate  of  the  palace,  who 
furrounded  me  as  I  entered.     I  alked 
the  reafon  ;   and    the  commanding- 
ofHcer  replied  —  "  Prince,  the  army 

1  has  proclaimed  the  grand  vizier  king 
'  inftead  of  your  father,  who  is  dead  j 
'  and  I  tnke  you  piifonerin  the  name 
'  of  the  new  king."     At  thefe  words 
the  guards  iaid  hold  of  me,  and  car- 
ried me  before  the  tyrant.     I  leave 
you  to  judge,  Madam,  how  much  I 
was  furprized  and  grieved. 

*  This  rebellious  vizier  had   enter- 
f  taineda  mortal  hatred  againlt  me  for 

'  a  long 
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along  time,  upon  this  occafion  :  when 
I  was  a  (tripling,  I  loved  to  (hoot  in 
a  crofs-bow;  and  being  one  day  up- 
on  the  terrace  of  the  palace  with  my 
bow,  a  bird  happening  to  come  by,  I 
(hot,  but  miffed  him,  and  the  ball  by 
misfortune  hit  the  vizier,  who  was 
taking  the  air  upon  the  terrace  of  his 
own  houfe,  and  put  out  one  of  his  eyes. 
As  foon  as  I  underftood  it,  I  not  only 
lent  to  make  my  cxcofe  to  him,  but 
went  in  perfon  :  yet  he  always  refent- 
edit,-  and,  as  opportunity  offered, 
made  me  (eniible  of  it.  But  now, 
Madam,  that  he  had  me  in  his  power, 
he  exprefied  his  refentment  in  a  very 
barbarous  manner  ;  for  he  came  to 
me  like  a  madman,  as  foon  as  he  faw 
me,  and  thrufting  his  finger  into  my 
right-eye,  pulled  it  out  himfelf:  and 
thus,  Madam,  I  became  blind  of  one 
eye. 

«  But  the  ufurper's  cruelty  did  not 
ftophere;  he  ordered  me  to  be  fliut 
up  in  a  box,  and  commanded  theexe- 
cutioner  to  carry  me  into  the  country, 
to  cut  off  my  head,  and  leave  me  to 
be  devoured  by  the  birds  of  prey. 
The  hangman  and  another  carried 
me,  thus  (hut  up,  on  horfeback  into 
the  country,  in  order  to  execute  the 
ufurper's  barbarous  fentence  ;  but 
by  my  prayers  and  tears  I  moved  the 
executioner's  companion.  "  Go," 
faid  he  to  me,  "  get  you  fpeedilyout 
of  the  kingdom,  and  take  heed  of 
ever  returning  to  it,  otherwife  you 
will  certainly  meet  your  own  ruin, 
andbethecaufeof  mine."  I  thanked 
him  for  the  favour  he  (hewed  me; 
and,  as  foon  as  I  was  left  alone,  I 
comforted  myfelf  for  the  lofs  of  my 
eye,  by  confidering  that  I  had  very 
narrowly  efcaped  much  greater  dan- 

ger- 

*  Being  in  fuch  a  condition,  I  could 
not  travel  far  at  a  time  :   I  retired  to 
remote  places  while  it  was  day,  and 
travelled  as  far  by  night  as  my  ftrength 
would  allow  me. "  At  laft,  I  arrived 
in  the  dominions  of  the  king  my  un- 
cle,  and  came  to  his  capital. 

*  I  gave  him  a  Jong  detail  of  the  tra- 
gical  caufe  of  my  return,  and  of  the 
lad  condition  he  faw  me  in.     "   A- 

las!"  cried  he,  "  was  it  not  enough 
for  me  to  have  lolt  my  fon,  but  mud 
I  have  alfo  news  of  the  death  of  my 
brother  whom  I  loved  fo  dearly,  and 
fee  you  alfo  reduced  to  this  deplora- 


ble  condition?"  He  told  me  how 
uneafy  he  was  that  he  could  hear  no- 
thing  of  his  fon,  notwithstanding  all 
the  diligence  and  enquiry  he  could 
make.  At  thefe  words,  the  unfortu- 
nate  father  buift  into  tears,  and  was 
fo  much  affected,  that,  pitying  his 
grief,  it  was  impoflible  for  me  to  keep 
the  fecret  any  longer;  fo  that,  not- 
withftanding  my  oath  to  the  prince 
my  coufin,  I  told  the  king  his  father 
all  that  I  knew. 

'  His  majefty  liftened  to  me  with 

fome  fort  of  comfort;  and  when  I  had 

done — "  Nephew/'  faid  he,  "  what 

you  tell  me  gives  me  fome  hope.     I 

knew  that  my  fon  ordered  that  tomb 

to  be  built,  and  I  can  guefs  pretty 

nearly  at  the  place;  and,  with  the 

idea  you  ftill  have  of  it,  I  f/ncy  we 

(hall  find  it :  but  fince  he  ordered  it 

to  be  built  privately,  and  you  took. 

your  oath  to  keep  his  fecret,  I  am 

of  opinion  that  we  ought  to  go  in 

queft  of  it  alone,  without  faying  any 

thing."     But  he  had  another  reafon 

for  keeping  the  matter  fecret,  which 

he  did  not  then  tell  me;   and  an  im- 

portant  reafon  it  was,  as  you  will 

perceive   by   the  fequel   of  my  dif- 

courfe. 

*  We  both  of  usdifguifed  ourfelves,' 
and  went  out  by  a  door  of  the  garden 
which  opened  into  the  field,  and  found 
what  we  fought  for.  I  knew  the 
tomb;  and  was  fo  much  the  more  re- 
joiced  at  it,  becaufe  I  had  formerly 
fought  it  a  long  time  in  vain.  We 
entered,  and  found  the  iron -trap 
pulled  down  upon  theentrance  of  the 
ibir  cafe  •.  we  had  great  difficulty  in 
raifing  it,  becaufe  the  prince  had 
fattened  it  on  the  inlide  with  the  water 
and  mortar  formerly  mentioned;  but 
at  laft  we  got  it  up. 
«  The  king  my  uncle  went  down  nVn1, 
and  I  followed  -.  we  defcended  about 
fifty  (teps;  and  when  we  came  to  the 
foot  of  the  ftairs,  we  found  a  fort  of 
anti- chamber,  full  of  thick  fmoke  of 
an  ill  fcent,  which  fo  obfcured  the 
lamp,  that  it  gave  but  a  very  faint 
light. 

'  From  this  anti- chamber  we  carre 
into  another,  which  was  very  large, 
fupported  by  great  columns,  and 
lighted  by  feveral  branched-candle- 
fticks  :  there  was  a  ciftern  in  the 
middle,  and  provifions  of  feveral  forts 
Handing  on  one  fide  of  it ;  hut  we 
I  a  «  were 
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4  were  very  much  furprized  to  fee  no- 
'  body.  Before  us  there  appeared  an 
«  high  fofa,  which  we  mounted  by  fe- 
«  veral  lieps  ;  and  over  this  there  was 

*  a  very  large  bed,  with  the  curtains 

*  drawn  dole.  The  king  went  up,  and 
'  opening  the  curtains,  perceived  the 
'  prince  his  fon  and  the  lady  in  bed  to- 

*  gether,  but  burnt  and  changed  to  a 
'  coal,  as  if  they  ha*!  been  thrown  into 
'  a  great  fire,  and  t;;ken  out  again  be- 

*  fore  they  were  confumed. 

*  But  that  which  furprized  me  mod 

<  of  all  was,  that  though  this  fpe&acle 
'  filled  me  with  horror,   the  king  my 
«  uncle,  inftead  of  teftifying  his  forrow 
«  to  fee  the  prince  his  fon  in  fuch  a 

*  frightful  condition,  fpit  in  his  face, 
«  and  laid  to  him,   with  a   difdainful 
t  air—"  This  is  thepunifhment  of  this 
«*  world  5  V,u-.   that  of  the  other  will 
<*   lad  to  eternity  !"    And,  not  content 

<  with   this,  he  pulled  off  his  iandal, 
«  and  gave  his  fon  a  great  blow  on  the 
'  cheek  with  it.' 

«  But,  Sir/  faid  Scheherazade,  '  it 
«  is  day  :  I  am  forry  your  majefty's 
«'  time  will  not  allow  you  to  hear  me 
I  farther.' 

This  hiftory  appearing  very  ftrange 
to  the  fultan,  he  got  up,  and  refolved  to 
hear  the  reft  of  it  next  night. 


NIGHT    XXXIX. 

DINARZADE    being    awaked 
foonerthan  ufual,  called  her  (ifter 
Scheherazade.     *  My  good  fultanefs,' 
faid  (he,   '  I  pray  you  make  an  end  of 
your  ftory  of  the  firft  calender,  for  I 
am  extremely  impatient  till  I  know 
the  iffue  of  it.'  —  '  Very  well,  then,' 
aid  Schehera/ade.     f  You  remember 
how  the  firft  calender  continued  his 
ttory  to  Zobeide  ?' 

«  I  cannot  enough  exprcfs,  Madam,' 

f  lid  he,  *  how  much  I  was  aftonifhed 

when  I  faw  the  king  my  uncle  abufe 

the  prince  his  fon  thus  after  he  was 

dead.     "  Sir,"  laid  T,   "  whatever 

:  grief  this  difmal  fight  is  capable  of 

:  impreMing  upon  me,  I  am  forced  to 

fufpend  it,  on  purpofe  to  aflc  your 

•  majefty  what  crime  the  prince  my 
:  coufm  may  have  committed,  that  his 
'  corpfo  mould   deferve   this   fort  of 

*  treatment-1'  — ««  Nephew/'  replied 


'  the  king,  "  I  muft  tell  you  that  my 
"  fon,  who  is  unworthy  of  that  name, 
"  loved  his  fitter  from  his  infancy,  and 
"  fo  me  did  him.     I  did   not  hinder 
"  their  growing  love,    becaufe  I   did 
"  not   forefee    the    pernicious    confe- 
tl  quences  of  it.     This  tender nefs  in- 
"  creafed  as  they  grew  in  years,  and 
tl  came  to  fuch  a  head,   that  1  dreaded 
"  the  end  of  it.  At  laft,  I  applied  fuch 
"  remedies  as  were  in  my  power:  I 
"  not  only  gave  my  fon  a  fevere  repri- 
<c  mand  in  private,   laying  before  him 
"  the  wickednefs  of  the  paffion  he  was 
"  entertaining,    and   the   eternal  dif- 
'*  grace  he  would  bring  upon  my  fa- 
"  mily,  if  he  perfifted  in  fuch  criminal 
"  courfes;   but  I  alfo  reprelented  the 
"  fame  thing  to  my  daughter;    and, 
«  befides,  I^Hiut  her  up  fo  clofe,  that 
*'  (he  could  have  no  converfation  with 
"  her  brother.     But  that  unfortunate 
"  creature  had  ("wallowed  fo  much  of 
"  the  poifon,    that  all    the   oblfocles 
"  which,  by  my  prudence,  I  could  lay 
"  in  the  way,  feived  only  the  more  to 
**  enfiame  her  love.     * 

"  My  fon,  being  perfuadcd  of  his 
"  fitter's  conftancy,  on  p/etence  of 
"  building  a  tomb,  caufed  this  fub- 
"  terraneous  habitation  lo  be  made,  in 
"  hopes  to  find,  one  day  or  other,  an 
"  opportunity  to  poflefs  himfelf  of  that 
t(  objt6t  which  was  the  caufe  of  his 
"  flame,  and  to  bring  her  hithe-r.  He 
"  laid  hold  on  the  time  of  my  abfence 
"  to  enter  by  force  into  the  placeof  his 
"  filler's  confinement  j  but  that  is  a 
"  thing  which  my  honour  would  not 
"  fuffer  me  to  make  publick.  And, 
'*  after  fo  damnable  an  aclion,  he  came 
*'  and  enclofed  himfelf  and  her  in  this 
'*  place,  which  he  has  fupplied,  as  you 
*'  fee,  with  all  forts  of  provifions,  that 
"  he  might  enjoy  his  deteftable  plea- 
"  fures  for  a  long  time,  which  ought 
«  to  be  a  fubjeft  of  horror  to  all  the 
<*  world:  but  God,  who  would  not 
"  fuffer  fuch  an  abomination,  has 
*'  juftly  punifhed  them  both  !"  At 
«  thefe  words,  he  melted  into  tears  j 
«  and  I  joined  mine  with  his. 

1  After  a  while,  carting  his  eyes  upon 
'  me— "  Dear  nephew/'  cried  he,  em- 
'  bracing  me,  «  if  I  have  loft  that  un- 
"  worthy  fon,  I  fhall  happily  find,  in 
"  you,  what  will  better  fupply  his 
*f  place!"  And,  after  fome  other  rc- 
*  fle&ions  which  he  made  on  the  me- 
'  lancholy  end  of  the  prince  and  prin- 
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cefs,  we  both  fell  into  a  new  fit  of 
weeping. 

«  We  afcended  the  fame  ftairs  again, 
and  departed  at  laft  from  that  difmal 
place.  We  let  down  again  the  trap- 
door, and  covered  it  with  earth,  and 
fuch  other  materials  as  the  tomb  was 
built  of,  on  purpofe  to  hide,  as  much 
as  lay  in  our  power,  fo  terrible  an  ef- 
feft  of  the  wrath  of  God. 
«  We  had  not  been  very  long  got 
back  to  'the  palace,  unperceived  by 
any  one,  when  we  heard  a  confufed 
noife  of  trumpets,  drums,  and  other 
jnftruments  of  war.  We  foon  under- 
ftood,  by  the  thick  cloud  of  duft 
which  almofl  darkened  the  air,  that 
it  was  the  arrival  of  a  formidable 
army  :  and  it  proved  to  be  the  fame 
vizier  who  had  dethroned  my  father, 
and  ufurped  his  thronej  who,  with  a 
vaft  number  of  troops,  was  alfo  come 
to  poffefs  himfelf  of  that  of  the  king 
my  uncle. 

*  That  prince,  who  then  had  only 
his  ufual  guards  about  him,  could 
not  refift  fo  many  enemies  :  they  in- 
verted the  city;  and,  the  gates  being 
opened  to  them  without  any  refjft- 
ance,  they  very  foon  became  mafters 
of  it,  and  broke  into  the  palace  where 
the  king  my  uncle  was,  who  defend- 
ed himielf  till  he  was  killed,  and  fold 
his  life  at  a  dear  rate.    For  my  part, 
I  fought  as  well  as  I  could  for  a 
while;   but  feeing  we  were  forced  to 
fubmit  to  a  fuperior  power,  I  thought 
on  my  retreat  and  fatety,  which  I  had 
the  good  fortune  to  ctftiSl   by  fome 
back-ways,  and  got  to   one  of  the 
king's  fervants,  on  whofe  fidelity  I 
could  depend. 

*  Being  thus  furrounded  with  for- 
rows,  and  perfecuted  by  fortune,  I  had 
recourfe  to  a  flratagem,  which  was  the 
only  means  left  me  to  lave  my  life  :   I 
caufed  my  beard  and  eye-brows  to  be 
fhaved;  and,  putting  on  a  calender's 
habit,  I  pafled,  unknown  by  any,  out 
of  the  city;  after  that,  by  degrees,  I 
found  it  eafy  to  get  out  of  my  uncle's 
kingdom  by  taking  the  bye-roads. 

« I  avoided  palling  through  towns,  till 
1  was  got  in  to  the  empire  of  the  mighty 
governor  of  the  MufTulmen,  the  glo- 
rious and  renowned  Caliph  Haroun 


Bagdad,  intending  to  throw  myfeif 

at  that  monarch's  feet,  whofe  gene- 

rofity    is     every    where     applauded. 

I  mall  move   him  to  companion," 

faid  I  to  myfeif,  «c  by  the  relation  of 

my    furprizing   misfortunes  ;    and, 

without  doubt,  he  will  take  pity  on 

fuch  an  unfortunate  prince,  and  not 

"  fufFer  me  to  implore  his  afiiftance  in 

"  vain." 

*  In  fhort,  after  a  journey  of  feveral 
'  months,    ]    arrived  yeftefday  at  the 

*  gate  of  this  city,  into  which  I  entered 
1  about  the  clofe  of  the  evening  ;  and, 
'  (landing  ftill  a  Ifttle  while  to  revive 

*  my  fpirits,  and  to  confuler  on  which, 

*  hand  I  was  to  turn,  this  other  calen- 
e  der  you  fee  here  next  to  me  came  alfo 
'  along:    he  fainted  me,  and  I   him. 
"  You   appear,"    faid  I,    "  to    be  a 
«'  ftranger,  as  I  arn." — "  You  are  not 
«'  miftaken,"  replied  he.     He  had  no 
'  fooner  returned  this  anfwer,  but  this 
'  third  calender  you  fee  there  overtook 
'  us.     He  faluted  us;  and  told  us  he 
'  was  a  ftranger  newly  come  to  Bag- 

*  dad:  fo  that,  as  brethren,  we  joined 
'  together,    reiolving   not  to  feparate 
'  from  one  another. 

*  Meanwhile  it  was   late,   and  we 

*  knew  not  where  to  feek  a  lodging  in 
«  this  city,  where  we  had  no  acquaint- 
f  ance,  and  had  never  feen  before.  But 
'  good  fortune  having  brought  us  be- 
«  fore   your  gate,    we   made  bold  to 
«  knock  ;  when  you  received  us  with 

*  fo  much   kindnefs,  that  we  are  un- 
'  able  to  return  you  fuitabie  thanks.— 
«  This  is,  Madam/  faid  he,  <  in  obe- 

*  dience   to  your  commands,  the   ac- 

*  count  I  was  to  give  you  how  I  loft 
1  my  right-eye,    wherefore  my  beard 
<  and  eye-brows  are  fhaved.  and  how 
'  I  came  to  be  with  you  at  this  prefcnt 

*  time.' 

«  It  is  enough,'  faidZobeidej  'you 
e  may  retire  to  what  place  you  thinic 
'  fit.'  The  calender  made  his  excufe, 
and  begged  the  ladies  leave  to  ftay  till 
he  had  heard  the  relations  of  his  two 
comrades  ;  '  Whom  I  cannot,'  faid  he, 

*  leave  with  honour;'  and  till  he  might 
alfo  hear  thofe  of  the  three  other  pert 
fons  who  were  in  company. 

Here  Scheherazade  faid  to  the  ful. 


Alrafchid,    when  I  thought  myfeif     tan — *  Sir,  the  day-light  which  you 

nut  rif  rlancrpt""     anH   i^nnfiH  farmer  vuhat        *     fV>*»   r%r*»t7£»nto   tno   £t-*-»w.     ^  !*t_ 


out  of  danger;  and  confidering  what 
I  was  to  do,  I  refolved  to  come  to 


fee  prevents  me  from  going  on  with 
the  Itory  of  the  fecond  calender;  but, 
that 
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«  that  if  your  majefty  will  hear  it  to- 

*  morrow,  you  will  find  as  much  fatis- 

•  faction  in  that  as  in  the  ftory  of  the 
'  firft.'     To   which  the  fultan  giving 
confent,  arofe  in  order  to  go  to  cour.cji. 


NIGHT    XL. 

DINARZADE,  not  doubting  to 
find  as  much  delight  in  the  ftury 
of  the  fecond  calender  as  ihe  had  in  the 
firft,  failed  not  to  call  upon  the  fultanefs 
before  day.  '  If  you  are  not  afleep, 
'  filler,'  laid  <he,  '  I  would  pray  you 

*  to  begin  the  ftory  that  you  proiniied 

*  me?'    Upon  which  Scheherazade  ad- 
dreffed  her  difcourfe  to  the  i'ultan,  and 
fyoke  as  follows. 

SIR, 

The  itory  of  the  firft  calender  feemed 
very  ftrange  to  the  whole  company, 
butefpecially  to  the  caliph,  who,  not- 
\vithitanding  the  (laves  itood  by  with 
their  fcymetars  in  their  hands,  could 
not  forbear  whifpering  to  the  vizier— 
«  Many  ftorics  have  I  heard,  but  never 
«  any  thing  that  came  near  the  ftory  ot 
«  the  calender.'  Whillt  he  was  laying 
this,  the  fecond  calender  began,  ad- 
dreffing  his  Ipeech  to  Zobeide. 


THE    STORY    OF    THE     SECOND    CA- 
LENDER,  A  KING'S  SON. 

«  A TAD AM/  faid  he,  *  to  obey 
J.VJL  «  vour  command,  and  to  fhew 
«  you  by  what  ftrange  accident  I  be- 
«  came  blind  of  the- right-eye,  I  mud 
«  of  neceffity  give  you  the  whole  ac- 
«  count  of  my  Kfe. 

«  I  was  fcarce  pad  my  infancy,  when 
«  the  king  my  father  (for  you  muft 
«  know,  Madam,  I  am  a  prince  by 
«  birth)  perceived  that  I  was  endowed 
«  with  a  great  deal  of  fenfe,  and  fpared 
'  nothing  thatwas  proper  for  improving 

<  it-    he  employed  all  -the  men   in  his 
«  dominions  that  excelled  infcienceand 

<  arts,  to  be  constantly  about  me. 

<  No  iboner  had  I  learned  to  rend 
'  -and  write,  but  I  got  the  Alcoran, 
«  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  by 
«  heart,  that  admirable  book,  which 
*  contains  the  foundation,  the  precepts, 


'  and  the  rules  of  our  religion  :  and 

*  that  I  might  b«  thoroughly  inftra&ed 
'  in  it,  I  read  the  works  of  the  moft  ap- 

*  proved  authors,  by  whofe  commen- 
'   taries  it  had  been  explained.     I  added 

*  to  this  itndy  that  of  all  the  tradition  3 
'  collt5leJ  from  the  mouth  of  our  pro- 

*  phet  by  ths  great  men  who  were  co- 

*  temporary  with  him.     I  was  not  ia- 
'   tisfied  with  the  knowledge  alone  of 
'  all  th=»t  had  an-y  relation  to  our  reli- 

*  gion,  but  a!fo  madea  particular  iearcli 
'  into  our  hiftories.    I  made  myfelf  per- 
'   feft  in  polite  learning,  in  the  works 
'  of  poets,  and  verification.      I  applied 
'  inyfvilf  to  geography,  chronology,  and 
'  to  fpeak  our  Arabian  language  in  it's 

*  purity;   not  forgetting,  in  the  mean 

*  time,   all  luch  exerciles  as  v^ere  pro- 
'  per  for  a  prince  to  undei  ttand.     But 

*  one  thing  which  I  was  mightily  in 
'  love  with,  and  fucceeded  in  to  admi- 
1  ration,  was,  to  form  the  characters  of 
'  our  Arabian  language,  wherein  I  fur- 

*  paffed  all  the  writing-mailers  of  our 
'  kingdom,    who    had    acquired    the 
'  greateft  reputation. 

'  Fame  did  me  more  honour  than  I 
'  deferved;  for  (he  not  only  fpread  the 
'  renown  of  my  parts  through  all  the 
«  dominions  of  the  king  my  father,  but 

*  carried  it  as  far  as  the  Indian  court. 

*  whofe   potent  monarch,   defirous  to 

*  fee  me,   lent  an  ambaflador  with  rich 

*  prefents,  to  demand  me  ot  my  father, 

*  who  was  extremely  glad  of  this  em- 
«  baffy  for  fever al  reaibns;  he  was  per- 

*  fnaded   that  nothing  could  be  more 

*  commendable  in  a  prince  of  my  age, 

*  than  to  travel  and  fee  foreign  courts; 
1  and  befides,  he  was  very  glad  to  gain 
«  the  friendfhip  of  the  Indian  fultan.  I 
«  departed    with   the   ambaffador,  but 

*  with  no  great  retinue,  becaufe  of  the 
'  length  and  difficulty  of  the  journey. 

'  When  we  had  travelled   about  a 

*  month,  we  difcovered  at  a  diftance  a 
'   great  cloud   of  dull,  and  under  that 

*  we  faw  very  foon  fifty  horfemen  well 
'  armed,   who  were  robbers,   coming 
<  towards  us  at  a  full  gallop.' 

Scheherazade  perceiving  day,  told 
the  fultan  of  it,  who  got  up;  but  de- 
{iring  to  know  what  pafled  between  the 
fifty  men  on  horfeback  and  the  Indian 
ambatT.idor,  this  prince  was  fomewhat 
impatient  till  next  night  came. 

NIGHT 
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NIGHT    XLT. 

IT  was  almoft  day  when  Dinarzade 
awaked  next  morning,  and  called  to 
her  f^er — t  If  you  be  not  afleep,  dear 
'  fifter,  I  pray  you  continue  the  ftory  of 
*  the  fecond  calender.'  Scheherazade 
bean  in  this  manner. 


«  Madam,'  faid  the  calender,  always 
fpeaking  fo  Zobeide,   '  as   we  had  ten 
'   horfes  laden  with  baggage  and  other 
«  prefents,  that  I  was   to  carry  to  the 
«   Indian  fultan   from  the  king  my  fa- 
*  ther,    and   as    my  retinue    was  but 
«  fmall,  you  may  eafily  judge  that  thefe 
'  robbers   came'  boldly  up  to  us;   and 
«  not  being  in  a  pofture  to   make  any 
«  opposition,   we   told   them,    that   we 
«  were   ambaffadors    belonging  to  the 
«   fultan  of  the  Indies,   and  hoped  they 
«  would  attempt   nothing  contrary   to 
«   that    refpecl    which  is  due  to  them, 
«   thinking  by  this   means  to  lave  our 
1  equipage  and  our  lives:  but  the  rob- 
«  bers  molt  infolently  replied — "   For 
"  what  reafon  would  you  have  us  (hew 
"   any  refpecl  to  the  fultan  your  maft?r? 
«   We  are   none  of  his   fubjefts,  r.or 
"  are  we  upon  his  territories.11     And 
<   having  (poke  thus,  they  surrounded 
«  and    fell    upon    us:   I  defended  my- 
«   felf  as  long  as  I  could;  but   rinding 

*  mvfelf    wounded,    and     feeing    the 
«  awbaffador,    with    his    fervants  and 
«  mine,  lying  on  the  ground,  I  made 
«  ufe  of  what  ftrength  was  yet  remain- 
«  ing  in  my  hcrfe,  who  was  alfo  very. 
«  much    wounded,    feparaied     myfelf 
«  from  the  crowd,  and   rode  away  as 
'  fa  ft  as    he  could  carry  me;  but  he 

*  happening  all  of  a  fudden  to  fall  dead 
<  under  me^  through  wearinefs  and  lofs 
«  of  blood,  I  difentangled  myfelf  in  a 
«  trice;  and  finding  that  I  was  not  pur- 
«  fued,  judged   the   robbers  were    not 

*  willing  to  quit  the  booty   they  had 

*  got.' 

Scheherazade  perceiving  day  coming 
on,  was  obliged  to  flop  here. 

«  Oh,  lifter,'  faid   Dinarzade,  «   to- 

*  morrow  I  /hall  be  more  diligent,    in 

*  hopes  you  will  make  reparation   to 
«  the  fultan  for  the  lofs   that  his  cu- 
'  riofity  has  fuftained  through  my  neg- 

t    lei^' 


Schahriar  arofe  without  faying  one 
word,  and  went  to  his  ufual  confuta- 
tion. 


NIGHT    XLII. 

DINARZADE  failed  not  to  call 
the  fultanefs  a  good  while  be- 
fore day.     '  My  dear  fifter,'  faid  Ihe, 
«  if  you  be  not  afleep,  I   pray  you  re- 
<  fume  the  ftory  of  the  calender.' — *  I 

*  confent  to  it,'  faid  Scheherazade:  and 
fo  continued  it  in  thefe  words. 

<  Here  you  fee  me,'  faid  the  calen- 
der, '  all  alone,  wounded,  deftitute  of 
'  all  help,  and  in  a  ftrange  country:  I 
«  durft  not  betake  myfelf  to  the  higU 
'  road,  fearing  I  might  fall  again  into 
'  the  hands  of  thefe  robbers.  When  I 

*  had  bound  up  my  wound,  which  was 
'  not  dangerous,   I  marched  on  the  reft 
'  of  the  day,   and   arrived  at  the  foot 

<  of  a  mountain,  where  I  perceived  a 
'  pafifage  into  a  cave;  I  went  in,  and 
1  ftaid  there  that  night  with  little  fa- 
'  tisfaclion,    afrer   1    had  eaten    fomc 

*  fruits  that  I  gathered  by  the  way. 

'  I  continued  my  journey  for  feveral 

«  days  following,  without  finding  any 

<  place  of  abode:  but  after  a  month's 

*  time,  I  came  to  a  large  town  well  in- 
«  habited,    and   foliated  fo  much  the 
'  more  advantageo^ifly,  that  it  was  fur- 
'  rounded  with  feveral  rivers,  fo  that 

*  it  enjoyed  a  perpetual  fpring. 

'  The   plealant   objects  which  thea 

*  prefented  themfelves  to  my  view,  af- 

*  forded  me  fome   joy,  and  fufpended 
4  for  fome  time  the  mortal  forrow  with 

*  which    I   was   overwhelmed   to  find 
'  myfelf  in  i'uch  a  condition.    My  face, 
'  hands,  and  feet,  were  all  tawny  and 
'  fun-burntj  and,  by  my  long  journey, 

*  my  (hoes  and   ftockings   were   quite 
«  worn    out,    fo  tbat  I  was  forced  to 

walk  bare- footed;  and,  befides,  my 
cloaths  were  all  in  rags.  I  entered 
into  the  town  to  inform  myfelf  where 
I  was,  and  addrefled  myfelf  to  a  tay- 
lor  that  was  at  work  in  his  (hop;  who, 
perceiving  by  my  air  that  I  was  a  per- 
fon  of  more  note  than  my  outward 
appearance  befpoke  me  to  be,  made 
rr.e~fo  down  by  him,  and  aflced  me 
who  I  was,  from  whence  I  came,  and 
what  had  brought  me  thither.  I  did 
not  conceal  any  thing  of  all  that  had 
«  bsfallen 
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befallen  me,  nor  mads  I  any  fcruple 
to  di (cover  my  quality. 
*  The  taylor  liftened  with  attention 
to  my  words 5  but,   after  I  had  done 
fpeakiflg,   inftead  of  giving  me  any 
confolation,   he  augmented  my   for- 
row.     "  Take  heed,"  fold  he,  "  how 
you  difcover  to  any  perlbn  what  you 
have  now  declared  to  me  ;  for  the 
prince  of  this  country  is  the  greateft 
*  enemy   that   the    king   your  father 
has,  and  he  will   certainly  do  you 
fome  mifchief    mould    he   hear    of 
your  bejng  in  this  city."'     I  made  no 
doubt  of  the  taylor's  fincerity  when 
he  named  the  prince.     But  fince  that 
enmity  which  is  between  my  father 
and  him  has  no  relation   to  my  ad- 
ventures, I  mult  beg  your  pardon, 
Madam,    if  I   pafs    it  over    in    fi- 
lence. 

'  I  returned  the  taylor  thanks  for 
his  good  advice,  fhewed  myielf  in- 
clinable  wholly  to  follow  his  coun- 
fel,  andaflured  him  that  his  favours 
fhould  never  be  forgot  by  me.  As  he 
believed  I  could  not  but  be  hungry, 
he  caufed  them  to  bring  me  fomething 
to  eat;  and  offered  me,  at  the  fame 
time,  a  lodging  in  his  houfe,  which 
I  accepted.  Some  days  after,  find- 
ing me  pretty  well  recovered  of  the 
fatigue  I  had  endured  by  a  long  and 
tedious  journey,  and  befides  being 
fcnfible  that  moft  princes  of  our  reli- 
gion apply  themlelves  to  forne  art 
or  calling,  that  might  (land  them  in 
(lead  upon  occaiion,  he  aflced  me  if 
I  had  learned  any  thing  whereby  I 
might  get  a  livelihood,  and  not  be 
burdenfometo  any  man.  I  told  him 
that  I  underftood  the  laws,  both  di- 
vine and  human;  that  I  was  a  gram- 
marian and  poet;  aoid,  above  all,  that 
I  underftood  writing  perfectly  well. 
By  all  this,"  faid  he,  "  you  will  not 
be  able,  in  this  country,  to  purchafe 
yourfelf  one  morfel  of  bread;  nothing 
is  of  lefs  ufe  here  than  thofe  fciences. 
But  if  you  will  be  advifed  by  me/' 
faid  he,  "  drefs  yourfelf  in  a  labour- 
er's habit;  and  fince  you  appear  to  be 
ftrong,  and  of  a  good  conftitutionj 
you  (hall  go  into  the  next  foreft  and 
cut  down  firewood,  which  you  may 
bring  to  the  market  to  be  fold;  and  I 
can  afTure  you  it  will  turn  to  fo  good 
an  account,  that  you  may  live  by  it 
without  dependence  upon  any  man: 
and  by  this  means  you  will  be  in  a 


condition  to  wait  for  the  favourable 
minute,  when  Heaven  (hall  think  fit 
to  difpel  thofe  clouds  of  misfortune 
that    thwart   your    happinefs,    and 
oblige  you  to  conceal  your  birth.     I 
will  take  care  to  i'upply  you  with  a 
rope  and  a  hatchet." 
'  The  fear  of  being  known,  and  the 
neceflity   I   was   under  of  getting  a 
livelihood,    made  me  agree  to  this 
propofal,    notwithstanding    all    the 
meannefs  and  hardships  that  attended 
it.     The  day  following,   the  taylor 
brought  me  a  rope,  a  hatchet,  and  a 
(hoi  t  coat,  and  recommended  me  to 
fome  poor  people   who  gained  their 
bread  after  the  fame  manner,    that 
they  might  take  me  into  their  com- 
pany.    They  conducted  me  to  the 
wood;  and. the  firft  day  I  carried  in 
as   much  upon  my  head   as  brought 
me  half  apiece  of  gold,  which  is  the 
money  of  that  country:  for  though, 
the  wood  is  not  far  diftant  from  the 
town,  yet  it  was  very  fcarce  there,  by 
reafon  that  few  or  none  would  be' at 
the  trouble  to  go  and  cut  it.  I  gained 
a  good  fum  of  money  in  a  (hort  time, 
and  repaid  my  taylor  what  he  had 
advanced  for  me. 

*  I  continued  this  way  of  living  for 
a  whole  year;  and  one  day,  by  chance, 
going   farther    into   the  wood  than 
ufual,  I  happened  to  light  on  a  very 
pleafant  place,  where  I  began  to  cut 
down  wood;  and  in  pulling  up  the 
root  of  a  tree,  I  efpied  an  iron  ring, 
fattened  to  a  trap-door  of  the  fame 
metal.     J  took  away  the  earth  that 
covered  it,  and  having   lifted  it  up, 
faw  ftairs,  which  I  went  down,  with 
my  ax  in  my  hand. 

*  When  I  was  come  to  the  bottom  of 
the  flairs,  I  found  myfelf  in  a  large 
palace,  which  threw  me  into  a  mighty 
confternation,  becaufe  of  agreatlight 
which  appeared  as  clear  in  it  as  if  it 
had  been  above-ground  in  the  open 
air.     I  went  forward  along  the  gal- 
lery, fupported  by  pillars  of  jafper, 
the  bafe  and  chapiters  of  mafly  gold: 
but  feeing  a  lady  of  a  noble  and  free 
air,    and  extraordinarily   beautiful, 
coming  towards  me,  I  turned  my  eyes 
from  beholding  any  other  object  but 
her  alone.' 


Here  Scheherazade  flopped  becauie 

day  appeared.     But  Dinarzade  faid— 

*  Dear  lifter,  I  confefs  I  am  extremely 

«  well 
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well  pleafed  with  what  you  have  told 
us  to-day;  and  I  imagine  that  the 
following  part  muft  be  no  lefs  fur- 
prizing."—'  You  are  not  miftaken,' 
aid  the  fultanefs;  *  for  the  remainder  of 
this  (lory  of  the  fecond  calender  is 
better  worth  my  lord  the  fultan's  at- 
tention than  all  that  he  has  hitherto 
heard.1 — «  I  doubt  that,'  faid  Schah- 

riar,  as  he  was  getting  upj  «  but  we 

•  (hall  know  to-morrow.' 


NIGHT    XLIII. 

THE  fultanefs  being    awaked   as 
ufual,  gave   the  fultan   an  ac- 
count, that  the  fecond  calender  conti- 
nued his  ftory  thus. 

'  Being defirous,'  faid  he,  'to  fpare 

*  the  lady  the  trouble  to  come  tome,  I 
'  made  hafte  to  meet  her;   and,  as  I 

*  was  faluting  her  with  a  low  bow, 

*  fhe  afked  me — "  What  are  you  ?  a 
"  man   or  a   Genius?"—"    A  man, 
<c  Madam,1'  faid  I:  "  I  have  no  cor- 
"  refpondence   with   Genii."  —  "  By 
"  what  adventure,"  faid  fhe,   fetching 
'  a  deep  figh,  "  are  you  come  hither  ? 
"  I  have  lived  here  thefe  twenty-five 
'«  years,  and  never  have  feen  any  man 
"  but  yourfelf  during  that  time." 

*  Her  great  beauty,  which  had  al- 
'  ready  fmitten  me,  and  the  fweetnefs 

*  and   civility  wherewith    flie  received 

*  me,  emboldened  me  to  fay  to  her— 
"  Madam,  before  I  have  the  honour  to 
*'   fatisfy  your  curiofity,  give  me  leave 
"  to  tell  you,  that  I  am  infinitely  fa- 
"  tisfied  with  this  unexpected  rencoun- 
"  ter,  which  offers  me  an  occafion  of 
"  confutation  in  the  midft  of  my  af- 
"  fliftion;  and  perhaps  it  may  give  me 
"  an   opportunity   to    make  you  alfo 
"  more  happy  than  you  are."     I  gave 

*  her  a  true  account  by  what  ftrange  ac- 
'  cident  (he  law  me,  the  fon  of  a  king, 

*  in  fuch  a  condition  as  then  I  appear- 
'  ed  in  her  prefence;  and  how  fortune 

*  would  have  it,  that  I  fhould  difcover 

*  the  entrance   into   that  magnificent 
'  prifon,  where  I  had  found  her,  but  in 

*  an    uneafy   condition,   according   to 

*  appearance. 

"  Alas,  prince!"  faid  me,  fighing 
'  once  more,  "  you  have  juft  caufe  to 
"  believe  this  rich  and  pompous  pri- 
"  fon  cannot  be  other wiib  than  a  moft 


wearifome  abode;  the  moft  charming 
place  in  the  world  being  no  way  de- 
lightful when  we  are  detained  there 
contrary  to  our  will.  It  is  not  pof- 
fible  but  you  have  heard  of  the  great 
Epitimarus,  king  of  the  ifle  of  E- 
bene,  fo  called  from  that  precious 
wood  it  produces  in  abundance;  I  am, 
the  princefs  his  daughter. 
"  The  king  my  father  had  chofen 
for  my  huiband  a  prince  who  was 
my  coufin;  but  on  my  wedding- night, 
in  the  midft  of  the  rejoicing  that  was 
in  the  court  and  the  capital  city  of 
the  kingdom  of  the  ifle  of  Ebene, 
before  I  was  given  to  my  fpoufe.  a 
Genius  took  me  away.  I  fainted  at 
the  fame  moment,  and  loit  all  my 
fenfes;  but  when  I  recovered  them 
again,  I  found  myfelf  in  this  place. 
I  was  a  long  time  inconfolable;  but 
time  and  neceflity  have  accuftomed 
me  to  fee  and  receive  the  Genius.  It 
is  twenty-five  years,  as  I  told  you 
before,  that  I  have  continued  in  this 
place;  where,  I  muft  confefs,  I  have 
every  thing  that  I  can  wifh  for  ne- 
ceflary  to  life,  and  alfo  every  thing 
that  can  fatisfy  a  princefs  who  loves 
nothing  but  fine  dreffes  and  fafhions. 
*''Every  ten  days,"  faid  the  princefs, 
the  Genius  comes  hither  to  lie  with, 
me  one  night,  which  he  never  ex- 
ceeds; and  the  excufe  he  makes  for 
it  is,  that  he  is  married  to  another 
wife,  who  would  grow  jealous,  if 
(became  to  know  how  unfaithful  he 
was  to  her:  meanwhile,  if  I  have 
occafion  for  him  by  day  or  night,  as 
foon  as  I  touch  a  talifman,  which  is 
at  the  entrance  into  my  chamber,  the 
Genius  appears.  It  is  now  the  fourth 
day  fince  he  was  here,  and  I  do  not 
expe6l  him  before  the  end  of  fix  more; 
fo,  if  you  pleafe,  you  may  ftay  five 
days,  and  keep  me  company;  and  I 
will  endeavour  to  entertain  you  ac- 
cording to  your  quality  and  merit.'* 
I  thought  myfelf  too  fortunate,  to 
have  obtained  fo  great  a  favour  with- 
out afking  it,  to  refufe  fo  obliging  a 
proffer.  The  princefs  made  me  go 
into  a  bagnio,  the  moft  hanJfomc, 
the  moft  commodious,  and  the  moft 
fumptuous,  that  could  be  imagined; 
and  when  I  came  forth,  initead  of 
my  own  cloaths,  I  found  a  very 
coftly  fuit,  which  I  did  not  efteem 
fo  aiuch  for  it's  richnefs,  as  that  it 
K.  *  mads 
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*  made  me  look  worthy  to  be  in  her  com  - 

*  pany.    We  fat  down  on  a  fofa  cover - 
'  ed  with  rich  tapeftry,  with  cushions 
«  to  lean  upon  of  the  rareft  Indian  bro- 
'  cade;  and,  fome  time  after,  (he  co- 
«  vered  a  table  with  feveral  dimes  of 
«  delicate   meats.     We   eat   together, 
'  and  pafled  the  remaining  part  of  the 
'  day  with  much  fatisfaclion;  and  at 
'  night  (he  received  me  to  her  bed. 

«  The  next  day,  as  me  contrived  all 
'  rrtanner  of  ways  to  pleafe  me,  (he 
'  brought  in,  at  dinner,  a  bottle  of  old 

*  wine,  the  mod  excellent  that  ever  was 

*  tafted,  and  out  of  complaifance  (he 

*  drank  fome  part  of  it  with  me.  When 
«  my  head  grew  hot  with  the  agreeable 
'  liquor  —  "  Fair   princefs,"    faid   I, 
tf  you  have  been  too  long  thus  buried 
"  aiive;  come,  follow  me,  and  enjoy 
"  the   real  day,  of  which   you    have 
te  been  deprived  fo  many  years,  and 
"  abandon   this  falfe  light   that  you 
**  have  here/' — "  Prince,"  replied  (he 
«  withafmile,  "  leave  this  difcourfe:  if 
"  you,  out  of  ten  days,  would  grant  me 
"  nine,  and  refign  the  laft  to  the  Ge- 
"  nius,  the  faireft  day  that  ever  was 
"  would  be  nothing  in  my  efteem." — 
"  Princefs,"  faid  1,  "  it  is  the  fear  of 
"  the  Genius  that  makes  you  fpeak 
"  thus;  for  my  part,  I  value  him  fo 
"  little,  that  I  will  break  his  talifman, 
*'  with  the  conjuration  that  is  wrote 
*'  about  it,  in  pieces.     Let  him  come 
"  then,  I  will  expeft  him;   and  how 
"  brave  and  redoubtable  foever  he  be, 
"  I  will  make  him  feel  the  weight  of 
"  my  arm:  I  fwear  folemnly,  that  I  will 
*f  extirpate  all  the  Genii  in  the  world, 
*'  and  him  firft."     The  princefs,  who 
«  knew  the  confequence,  conjured  me 

*  not  to  touch  the  talifman;  "  For  that 
««  would  be  a  means."  faid  (lie,  "  to 
*'  ruin   both  you    and   me  ;   I   know 
«'  what  belongs  to  Genii  better  than 


you. 


The  fumes  of  the  wine  did 
«  not  fuffer  me  to  hearken  to  her  rea- 
c  fons;  but  I  gave  the  talifman  a  kick 

*  with  my  foot,  and  broke  it  in  feveral 

*  pieces.' 

At  thefe  words  Scheherazade  per- 
r^iving  day,  was  filent;  and  the  fultan 
i;nt  up,  not  doubting  but  the  breaking 
of  the  talifman  portended  fome  remark- 
able event:  he  therefore  resolved  to  hear 
the  ilory  to  the  end. 


NIGHT    XL1V. 

DINARZADE  being  awaked 
fomewhat  before  day,  faid  to  the 
fultanefs — *  Sifter,  if  you  are  notafleep, 
'  I  pray  you  acquaint  us  with  what 
«  happened  in  the  fubterranean  palace, 
1  after  the  prince  had  broken  the  talif- 
'  man/ — 'lam  juft  going  to  relate  it,' 
faid  Scheherazade.  Upon  which,  re- 
affuming  her  narrative,  (he  continued 
her  difcourfe  thus,  in  the  perfon  of  the 
fecund  calender. 

'  The  talifman  was  no  fooner  broken 
than  the  palace  began  to  (hake,  and, 
was  ready  to  fall,  with  a  hideous  noife 
like  thunder,  accompanied  with  flafti- 
es  of  lightning,  and  a  great  darknefs. 
This  terrible  noife  in  a  moment  dif- 
pelled  the  fumes  of  my  wine,  and 
made  me  fenfible,  but  too  late,  of  the 
folly  I  had  committed.  "  Princefs," 
cried  I,  *'  what  means  all  this  ?"  She 
anfwered  in  a  fright,  and  without  any 
concern  for  her  own  misfortune- 
Alas!  you  are  undone,  if  you  do  not 
efcape  prefently/' 

*  I  followed  her  advice;  and  my  fears 
were  fo  great,  that  I  forgot  my  hatchet 
and  cords.     I  was  fcarcely  got  to  the 
ftairs  by  which  I  came  down,  when 
the  enchanted  palace  opened  at  once, 
and  made  a  paflage  for  the  Genius. 
Heafked  the  princefs  in  great  anger— 

What  has  happened  to  you?  and  why 
did  you  call  me?"—"  A  qualm  at 
1  my  ftomach,"  faid  the  princefs, 
*  made  me  fetch  this  bottle  which  you 
'  fee  here,  out  of  which  I  drank  twice 
'  or  thrice,  and  by  mifchance  made  a 
«  falfe  ftep,  and  fell  upon  the  talifman, 
'  which  is  broken;  and  that  is  all  the 
'  matter/' 

*  At  this  anfwer,  the  furious  Ge- 
nius told  her — "  You  are  a  falfe  wo- 

'  man,  and  a  liar!  How  came  that  ax 
'  and  thofe  cords  there?" — "  I  never 
'  faw  them  till  this  moment,"  faid  the 
princefs.  "  Your  coming  in  fuch  an 
'  impetuous  manner  has,  it  may  be, 
'  forced  them  up  in  fome  place  as  you 
'  came  along,  and  fo  brought  them  hi- 
'  ther  without  your  knowing  it." 

*  The  Genius  made  no  other  anfwer 
but  what  was  accompanied  with  re- 
proaches and  blows,  of  which  I  heard 
ihe  noife.  I  could  not  endure  to  hear 

*  the 
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the  pitiful  cries  and  fhouts  of  the 
princefs,  fo  cruelly  abufed:  I  had  al- 
ready  laid  off  the  fuit  ihe  had  made  me 
put  on,  and  taken  my  own,  which  I 
had  laid  on  the  flairs  the  day  before, 
when  I  came  out  of  the  bagnio;  I 
made  hafte  up  ftairs,  being  fo  much 
the  more  full  of  forrow  and  compaf- 
fion,  that  I  had  been  the  caufe  of  fo 
great  a  misfortune,  and  that  by  fa- 
crificing  the  faireft  princefs  on  earth 
to  the  barbarity  of  a  mercilefs  Ge- 
nius,  I  was  become  the  moft  crimi- 
nal  and  ungrateful  of  mankind.  "  It 
is  true,"  faid  I,  "  me  has  been  a 
prifoner  thefe  twenty-five  years;  but, 
fetting  liberty  afide,  (lie  wanted  no- 
thing  that  could  make  her  happy. 
My  madnefs  has  put  an  end  to  her 
happinefs,  and  brought  upon  her  the 
cruelty  of  an  unmerciful  devil."  I  let 
down  the  trap-door,  covered  it  again 
with  earth,  and  returned  to  the  city 
with  a  burden  of  wood,  which  I 
bound  up  without  knowing  what  I 
did,  fo  great  was  my  trouble  and  for- 
row. 

*  My  landlord  the  taylor  was  very 
much  rejoiced  to  fee  me:   "Your  ab- 

fence,"  faid  he,  "  hasdifquieted  me 
very  much,  by  reafon  'you  had  en- 
trufted  me  with  the  fecret  of  your 
birth;  I  knew  not  what  to  think, 
and  was  afraid  fomebody  had  known 
you.  God  be  praifed  for  your  re- 
turn!"  I  thanked  him  for  his  zeal 
and  affection,  but  never  a  word  durft 
I  fay  of  what  had  pafTed,  nor  of  the 
reafon  why  I  came  back  without  my 
hatchet  and  cords. 

*  I  retired  to  my  chamber,  where  I 
reproached  myfclf  a  thoufand  times 
for  my  exceflive  imprudence.    "No- 

thing,"  faid  I,  "  could  have  paral- 
leieci  the  princefs's  good  fortune  and 
mine,  had  I  forborn  to  break  the  ta- 
lifman." 

'  While  I  was  thus  giving  myfelf 
over  to  melancholy  thoughts,  the 
taylor  came  haftily  in — .«<  An  old 
man,"  faid  he,  "  whom  I  do  not 
know,  brings  me  here  your  hatchet 
and  cords,  which  he  found  in  his 
way,  as  he  tells  me,  and  underftood 
by  your  comrades  that  go  along  with 
you  to  the  woods,  that  you  lodge 
here:  come  out  and  fpeak  to  him,  for 
he  will  deliver  them  to  none  but 
ypurfelf," 


'  At  this  difcouvfe  I  changed  colour, 
and  fell  a  trembling.  While  the  tay- 
lor was  afking  me  the  reafon,  my 
chamber-dooropened  at  once,  and  the 
old  man,  having  no  patience  to  ftay, 
appeared  to  us  with  my  hatchet  and 
cords.  This  was  the  Genius,  the  ra- 
vifher  of  the  fair  princefs  of  the  ifle 
of  Ebene,  who  had  thus  difguifed 
himfelf,  after  he  had  treated  her  with 
the  utmoft  barbarity.  "  I  atn  a  Ge- 
nius," faid  he,  "  fon  of  the  daughter 
of  Ebis,  Princeof  Genii.  Is  not  this 
your  hatchet?"  faid  he,  fpeaking  to 
me;  "  and  are  not  thefe  your  cords?" 

Here  Scheherazade  faw  day,  and  left 
off. 

The  fultan  found  the  ftory  of  the  fe- 
cond  calender  too  curious  not  to  defire 
that  he  might  hear  it  out ;  and  therefore 
got  up,  with  an  intention  to  hear  tht 
reft  the  next  morning. 


NIGHT    XLV. 

HE  day  folio  wing  Dinarzadecall- 
JL  ed  on  the  fultanefs — '  My  dear  fif- 
'  ter,  pray  tell  us  how  the  Genius  treat- 
'  ed  the  prince?'—*  T  will  fatisfy  your 
*  curiofity,'  replied  Scheherazade;  and 
then  re-affumed  her  ftory  of  the  fecond 
calender  thus. 

The  calender  continuinghisdifcourfe 
to  Zobeide — *  Madam,'  faid  he,  «  af- 
ter the  Genius  had  put  the  queftion 
to  me,  he  gave  me  no  time  to  anfwerj 
nor  was  it  in  my  power,  formich  had 
his  terrible  afpe£l  put  me  befide  my- 
felf. He  grafped  me  by  the  middle, 
dragged  me  out  of  the  chamber,  and 
mounting  into  the  air,  carried  me  np 
as  high  as  the  fkies  with  fuch  fwift- 
nefs,  that  I  perceived  I  was  got  fo 
high  without  being  able  to  take  no- 
tice of  the  way  he  carried  me  in  fo  few 
moments.  He  defcended  again  in. 
like  manner  to  the  earth,  which  on 
a  fudden  he  canfed  to  open  with  a 
knock  of  his  foot,  and  fo  funk  down 
at  once,  where  I  found  myfelf  in  the 
enchanted  palace,  before  the  fair  pri  n  - 
cefs  of  the  ifle  of  Ebene.  But,  alas ! 
what  a  fpe&acle  was  there!  I  faw  that 
which  pierced  me  to  the  heart;  this 
poor  pi  incefs  was  quite  naked,  all  in 
blood,  and  laid  upon  the  ground, 
K  2,  «  more 
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c  more  like  one  dead  than  alive,  with 
'  her  cheeks  all  bathed  in  tears. 

«*  Perfidious  wretch!"  faid  the  Ge- 
'  nius  to  her,  pointing  at  me,  "  is  not 
'*  this  your  gallant?"  She  caft  her  lan- 
'  guiming  eyes  upon  me,  and  anfwer- 
'  cd  mournfully — c<  I  do  not  know  him; 
**  I  never  faw  him  till  this  moment!" 
—-"  What!"  faid  the  Genius;  ««  he  is 
*'  the  caufe  of  thy  being  in  the  condi- 
*'•  tion  thou  art  juftly  in;  and  yet  dareft 
"  thou  fay  thou  deft  not  know  him  ?" 
— "  If  I  do  not  know  him,"  faid  the 
'  princefs,  "  would  you  have  me  to 
*'  make  a  lye  on  purpofe  to  ruin  him?" 
— "  Oh,  then,"  faid  the  Genius,  pull- 
'  ing  out  a  fcymetar,  and  prefenting  it 
«  to  the  princefs,  "  if  you  never  law 
''  him  before,  take  the  fcymetar,  and 
"  cut  off  his  head."—-*'  Alas!"  re- 

*  plied  the  princefs,  "  how  is.  it  pof- 
"  fible  that    I    mould  execute    what 
**  you   would    force    me   to   do  ?   My 
"  ftrength  is  fo  far  fpent,  that  I  cannot 
"  lift  up  my  arm;  and  if  I  could,  how 
"  mould  I  have  the  heart  to  takeaway 
"  an  innocent  man's  life,  and  one  I  do 
*'  not  know?"—"  This  refufal,"  faid 

*  the  Genius  to  the  princefs,  "  fuffi- 
"  ciently  informs  me  of  your  crime." 
'  Upon  which,  turning  to  me — "And 
'*  you,"  faid  he,  "  do  you  not  know 

•"  her?" 

'  J  mould  have  been  the  mod  un- 

*  grateful  wretch,  and  the  moft  perfi- 

*  dious  of  all  mankind,  if  I  had  not 
'  (hewn  myfelf  as  faithful  to  the  prin- 
'  eels  as  (he  was  to  me,  who  had  been 

*  the  caufe  of  her  misfortunes.  There- 

*  fore  I  anfwered  the  Genius — "  How 
"  mould  I  know  her,  who  never  faw 
"  her  till  now?" — "If  that  be  fo,"  faid 
<  he,  "  take  the  fcymetar,  and  cut  off 
"  her  head:  on  this  condition  I  will  fet 
"  theeatliberty,  for  then  I  fliall  becon- 
**  vinced  that  thou  didfl  never  fee  her 
*'  till  this  very  moment,  as  thou  fayeft 
"  thyfelf."—"  With  all  my  heart," 

*  replied  I,  and  took  the  fcymetar  in 
'  my  hand.' 


<  Put,  Sir,'  faid  Scheherazade,  «  it 
'  is  day;  and  I  ought  not  toabufe  your 
'  ma}efty'>s  patience.' 

*  Thcfe  are  wonderful  events,'  faid 
the  fu! tan  to  himfelf.  '  We  fhall  know 
'  to-morrow  if  the  prince  was  fo  cruel 
'  as  to  pay  obedience  to  the  Genius's 
'  command.1 
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WHEN  the  night  was  near  at  an 
end,  Dinarzade  called  upon  the 
fultanefs — '  Sifter,  if  you  be  not  afleep, 

*  I  would  pray  you  to  continue  the  fto- 
'  ry  which  you  could  not  finilh  ycfter- 
«  clay.'^__<   I  will,'  faid  Scheherazade; 
'  and  without  lofs  of  time  you  (hall 
'  underftand,  that  the  fecond  calender 
'  went  on  thus. 

1  Do  not  think,  Madam,  that  I  drew 
'  near  to  the  fair  princefs  of  the  ifle 

*  of  Ebene,  to  be  the  executioner  of  the 

*  Genius's  barbarity:   I  did  it  only  to 
f  demonstrate  by  my  behaviour, as  much 
'  as  pofTible,  that  as  (he  had  .'hewn  her 

*  relolution  to  facrifice  her  life  for  my 
'  fake,  that  I  would  not  refufe  to  fa- 

*  crifice  mine  for  her's.     The  piincefs, 
'  notwithftanding  her  pain  and  fuffer- 

*  ing,  underftood  my  meaning;  which 
'  (he  fignified  by  an  obliging  look,  and 
'  made  me  underftand  her  willingnefs 
«  to  die  for  me;  and  that  fhe  was  fatis- 

*  fied  to  fee  how  willing  I  was  alfo  to 

*  die  for  her.  Upon  this  I  ftepped  back, 
'  and  threw  the  fcymetar  on  the  ground 
— "  I  fhall  for  ever,"  faid  I  to  the  Ge- 
'  nius,   "  be  hateful   to  all  mankind, 
"  Ihould  I  be  fo  bafe  as  to  murder,  I 
"  do  not  only  fay  a  perfon  whom  I  do 
"  not  know,  but  a  lady  like  this,  who 
"  is  ready  to  give  up  the  ghoft:   do 
"  with  me  what  you  pleafe,  fmce  I  am 
"  in  your  power;  I  cannot  obey  your 
"  barbarous  commands." 

"  I  fee,"  faid  the  Genius,  "  that  you 
*'  both  outbrave  me,  and  infult  my 
"  jealoufy;  but  both  of  you  lhall  know, 
"  by  the  effects  of  myrefentment,  what 
*'  I  am  capable  of  doing."  At  thefe 
«  words  the  monfter  took  up  the  fcyme- 
'  tar, and  cut  offoneof  her  hands,  which 

*  left  her  only  fo  much  life  as  to  give 
'  me  a  token  with  the  other,  that  flie 
'  bid  me  for  ever  adieu;  for  the  blood 

*  file  had  loft  before,  and  that  which 
'  gufhed  out  then,  did  not  permit  her 
'  to  Jive  above  one  or  two  minutes  af- 
'  ter  this  barbarous  cruelty,  the  fight 
'  of  which  threw  me  into  a  fit.   When 
'  I  was  come  to  myfelf  again,  I  expof- 
«   tulated  with  the  Genius,  why  he  made 
'  me  languifh  in  expectation  of  death: 
"  Strike,"  crieil  1;  "  for  lam  ready. to 
"  receive  the  mortal  blow,  and  exj><?c~fc 
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it  as  the  greateft  favour  you  can  (hew 
me."  But  inftead  of  agreeing  to  that 
•"  Look  ye,"  faid  he,  "  how  Genii 
treat  their  wives  whom  they  fuipeft 
of  unfaithfulnefs:  (he  has  received 
thee  here}  and  were  I  certain  that  (lie 
had  put  any  farther  affront  upon  me, 
I  would  put  thee  to  death  this  mi- 
nute. But  I  will  content  myfelf  to 
transform  thee  into  a  dog,  ape,  lion, 
or  bird;  take  thy  choice  of  any  of 
thefe,  I  will  leave  it  to  thyfelf." 
«  Thefe  words  gave  me  hopes  to  mol- 
lify him:  "  O  Genius,"  faid  I, 
moderate  your  pafilon;  and  fince  you 
will  not  take  away  my  life,  give  it 
me  generoufly;  I  (hall  always  re- 
member your  clemency,  if  you  par- 
don me,  as  one  of  the  beft  men  in  the 
world  pardoned  one  of  his  neigh- 
bours who  bore  him  a  mortal  ha- 
tred." The  Genius  afked  me  what 
had  paffed  between  thofe  two  neigh- 
bours, and  faid  he  would  have  pa- 
tience till  he  heard  the  ftory,  which  I 
told  him  thus;  and  I  believe,  Ma- 
dam, you  will  not  take  it  ill,  if  1  al- 
fo  relate  it  to  you. 


THE  STORY  OF  THE  ENVIOUS  MAN, 
AND  OF  HIM  WHOM  HE  ENVIED. 

*  T  N  a  confiderable  town,  two  perfons 
•*•   *  dwelt  next  door  to  each  other. 
One  of  them  conceived  iuch  a  violent 
hatred  againft  the  other,  that  he  who 
was    hated    refolved    to  remove    his 
dwelling  farther  off,  being  perfuaded 
that  their  being  neighbours  was  the 
only  caufe  from  whence  his  animofity 
arofe-.  for  though  he  had  done  him  ieve- 
ral  pieces  of  fervice,  he  found,  never  - 
thelefs, that  his  hatred  was  nothing  di- 
minilhed;  therefore  he  fold  his  houfe, 
with  what  goods  he  had  left,  and  re- 
tired to  the  capital  city  of  that  king- 
dom, which  was  not  far  diftant.     He 
bought  a  little  fpot  of  ground,  which 
lay  about  half  a  league  from  thecityj 
he  had   a  houfe  convenient  enough, 
with  a  fine  garden,  and  a  pretty  fpa- 
cious  court,  wherein  there  was  a  deep 
well  which  was  not  in  ufe. 

*  Tile  honeft  man  having  made  this 
purchafe,  put  on  a  dervife's  or  monk's 
habit,  to  lead  a  retired  life;  and  cauf- 
edfeveral  cells  to  be  made  in  the  houfe, 

*  where,  in  a  (hort  time,  he  ettablifhed 
a  numerous  fociety  of  dtrvifess  he 
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came  foon  to  be  publickly  known  by 
his  virtue,  through  which  lie  acquir- 
ed theefteem  of  a  great  many  people, 
as  well  of  the  commonalty  as  of  the 
chief  of  the  city.  In  (hort,  he  was 
extremely  honoured  and  cherifhed  by 
every  one.  People  came  from  afar  to 
recommend  themfelves  to  his  prayersj 
and  all  thofe  who  came  to  live  with 
him,  publiflied  what  bleffings  they  re- 
ceived through  his  means. 

*  The  great  reputation  of  this  honeft 
man  having  fpread  to  the  town  from 
whence  he  came,  it  touched  the  envi- 
ous man  fo  much  to  the  quick,  that 
he  left  his  houfe  and  affairs,  with  a 
refolution  to  go  and  ruin  him.  With 
this  intent  he  went  to  the  ntw  con- 
vent of  dervifes,  of  which  his  former 
neighbour  was  the  head,  who  receiv- 
ed him  with  all  imaginable  tokens  of 
friendfhip.     The  envious  man  told 
him  that  he  was  come  on  purpofe  to 
communicate  a  bufinefs  of  import- 
ance to  him,  which  he  could  not  do 
but  in  private;  and  becaufe  that  no- 
body (hall  hear  us — "  Let  us,"  (aid 
he,  "  take  a  walk  in  your  court,  and, 

feeing  night  begins  to  draw  on,  com- 
mand your  dervifes  to  retire  to  their 
cells."  The  head  of  the  dervifes 
did  as  he  required. 

*  When  the  envious  man  fawthathe 
was  alone  with  the  good  man,  he  be- 
gan to  tell  him  his  errand,  walking 
fide  by  fide  in  the  court,  till  he  faw 
his  opportunity;  and  getting  the  good 
man  near  the  brink  of  the  well,  he 
gave  him  a  thruft,  and  pufhed  hiin 
into  it,   without   any    body's    being 
witnefs  to  fo  wicked  an  aflion.   Hav- 
ing done  thus,  he  marched  off  imme- 
diately, gotout  at  the  gate  of  the  con- 
vent without  being  known  by   any 
one,  and  came  to  his  own  houfe  well 
fatisfied  witii  his  journey,  being  ful- 
ly perfuaded  that  the  object   of  his 
hi.;  i  ed  was  no  more  in  this  worldjbut 
he  found  himielf  highly  miftakcn.' 

Scheherazade  could  go  no  farther, 
becaufe  day  began  to  appear. 

The  fultan  conceived  great  indigna- 
tion againft  the  envious  man  ;  and  faidl 
to  himfelf—  *  I  heartily  wi/h  that  no 

*  hurt  may  have  come  to  this  honeff: 

*  man:    I  hope  to  hear  to  morrow  that 
«  Heaven  did  not  forfake  him  pn  this 
«  occafion,' 

NIGHT 
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«  TF  you  are  not  afieep,  fifter,'  faid 
JL  Dinarzade  next  morning,  *  I  con- 

*  jure  you  to  tell  us  if  the  honeft  der- 

*  vile  came  in  fafety  out  of  the  well  ?' 
— *  Yes,'    replied  Scheherazade:  and 

*  the  Jecond  calender  puriuedhis  itory 

*  thus.' 

«  This  old  well,'  faid  he,  *  was  in- 

*  habited  by  Fairies  and  Genii,  vvhich 
«  happened  luckily  for  the  relief  of  the 
4  head  of  the  convent  ;    for   they  re- 
4  ceived  and  fupported  him,  and  car- 

*  ried  him  to  the  bottom  ^    fo  that  he 

*  got  no  hurt.     He  clearly  perceived 

*  that  there  was  fomething  extraordi- 
4  nary  in  his  fall,  which  otherwise  muft 

*  have  coft  him  his  life  ;  whereas  he 

*  neither  faw  nor  felt  any  thing.     But 
4  he  foon  heard  a  voice,  which  faid — 
4*  Do  you  know  what  honeft  man  this 
4C  is  to  whom  we  have  done  this  piece 
*'  of  fervice  ?'*      Another   voice    an- 
4  fwered — "  No."     To  which  the  firft 
«  replied—"  Then  I  will  tell  you.  This 
44  man,  out  of  charity,  the  greatelt  that 
f  ever  was  known,   left  the  town  he 
*'  lived  in,  and  has  eftablilhed  himfelf 
44  in  this  place,  in  hopes  to  cure  one 
4*  of  bis  neighbours  of  the  envy  he  had 
41  conceived  againft  him  :  he  has  ac- 
**  quired  fnch  a  general  efteem,  that 
"  the  envious  man,  not  able  to  endure 
te  it,  came  hither  on  purpofe  to  ruin 
*'  him}  which  he  would  have  effected, 
*'  had    it  not  been  for  the  affiftance 
4*  which  we  have  given  him.    The  re- 
*'  putation  of  tms   honeft  man  is  fo 
4<  great,  that  the  fultan,  whoferefidence 
*«  is  in  the  neighbouring  city,  was  to 
**  have  paici  hirn  a  vifit  to- morrow, tore - 
4<  commend  the  princefs  his  daughter 
««   to  his  prayers." 

«  Another  voice  afked— <(  What  need 
4<  had  the  princefs  of  the  dervife's  pray- 
"  ers  ?"  To  which  the  firft  anfwered— 
"  You  do  not  know,  it  feems,  that  fhe 
«  is  pofleffed  by  Qenius  Maimoun,  the 
4«  fon  of  Dimdirn,  who  is  fallen  in 
4*  love  witn,  her.  But  I  well  know  how 
"  this  head  of  the  dervifes  may  cure 
«'  her;  the  thing  is  very  eafy,  and  I 
4C  will  tell  it  to  you.  He  has  a  black 
*'•  cat  in  his  convent,  with  a  white  fput 
<e  at  the  end  of  her  tail  about  the  big- 
<*  ncfs  of  a  fmall  piece  of  Arabian  mo- 
«'<  pey  5  le-t"him  only  pull  ieven  hairs 


"  out  of  this  white  fpot,  burn  them, 
*{  and  fmoak  the  princefs's  head  with 
**  the  fume,  and  fi\:  will  not  only  b« 
"  prefently  cured,  but  be  fo  fafely  de- 
"  livercd  from  Maimotrn,  the  fon  of 
"  Dimdim,  that  he  will  never  dare  to 
"  come  near  her  a  iecond  time." 

*  The  head  of  the  dervifes  remein- 
'  bered  every  wurd  of  the  difcourle  be- 

*  tween  the  Fairies  and  the  Genii,  who 
'  were  very  filent  all  the  night  after. 

*  The  next  morning,  by  break  of  day, 

*  when  he  could  diicern  one  thing  from 
'  another,  the  well  being  broken  down 
'  in  feveral  places,  he  faw  a  hole,  by 
'  which  he  crept  out  with  eafe. 

'  The  other  dervifes,  who  had  been 
c  feeking  for  him,  were  rejoiced  to  fee 
'  him.  He  gave  them  a  brief  account 
'  of  the  wickednefs  of  the  man  to  whom 
'  he  had  given  fo  kind  a  reception  the 

*  day  before,  and  retired  into  his  cell. 
'  It  was  not  long  before  the  black  cat, 

*  of  whom  the  Fairies  and  Genii  had 
'  made  mention  in  their  difcourfes  the 
'  preceding  night,   came  and   fawned 

*  upon  her  matter,  as  (he  was  accuf- 

*  tomed  to  do;    he  took  her  up,  and 

*  pulled  feven  hairs  out  of  the  white 

*  fpot  that  was  upon  her  tail,  and  laid 
'  them  afide  for  his  uie,  when  occafiort 
«  (hould  ferve. 

'  The  fun  was  not  high,  when  the 
'  fultan,  who  would  leave  no  means 
«  untried  which  he  thought  could"  re- 
'  (lore  the  princefs  to  her  perfect  health, 
«  arrived  at  the  gate  of  the  convent, 

*  He  commanded  his  guards  to  halt, 

*  whilft  he,  with  bis  principal  officers, 

*  went  in.     The  dervifes  received  him 
«  with  profound  refpeft. 

*  The  fultan  called  their  head  afide, 
'  and  faid — "  Good  Sheich,  it  may  be 
(C  you  know  already  the  caufe  of  my 
"  coming  hither/' — "  Yes,  Sir,"  re- 

*  plied  he,  very  gravely;  "  if  I  do  not 
"  miftake,  it  is  the  difeafe  of  the  prin- 
*,'  cefs  that  procures  me  this  honour, 
"  which  I  have  notdeferved."—  ", That 
"  is  th.e  very  thing,"  replied  the  ful- 

*  tan.  «'  You  will  give  me  new  life,  if 
"  your  prayers,  as  I  hope  they  will,  can 
"  procure  my  daughter's  health." — 
"   Sir,"  faid  the  good  man,  "  if  your 
"  majefty  willbeplea(ed  to  let  her  come 
*'  hither,  I  am  in  hnpes,  through  GooTs. 
"  afiiftance  and  favour,  to  return  her 
"  to  you  again  in  perfect  health.'* 

'  The  prince,  tranfported  with  joy, 

*  fent  immediately  to  fetch  his  daugh  - 

«  ter; 
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ter;  who  very  foon  appeared,  with  a 
numerous   train   of  ladies   and  eu- 
nuchs, but  tnafked  fo  that  her  face 
was  not  feen .     The  chief  of  the  der- 
vifes  cauled  a  pall  to  be  held  over  her 
head  ;  and  he  had  no  fooner  thrown 
the  feven  tufts  of  hair  upon  the  burn- 
ing coals,  but  the  Genius  Maimoun, 
the  fon  of  Dimdim,  gave  a  great  cry, 
without  any  thing  being  leen,  and 
left   the   princefs   at   liberty :    upon 
which  fhe  ^ook  off  the  veil  from  her 
face,  and  rofe  up  to  fee  where  me 
was,  faying — "  Where  am  I !  Who 
brought  me  here?"  At  which  words, 
the  fultan,  overcome  with  excefs  of 
joy,    embraced    his   daughter,     and 
kiffed  her  eyes:    he  alfo  kitted  the 
chief  of  the  dervifes  hands;  and  faid 
to  his  officers — "  Tell  me  your  opi- 
'  nion,  what  reward  does  he  deferve 
'  who  has  thus  cured  my  daughter?" 
They  all  cried — («  He  deferves  her  in 
'   marriage!"—"  That  is  what  I  had 
'  in  my  thoughts,"  faid  the  fultan  ; 
*  and  I  make  him  my  fon-in-law  from 
'  this  moment." 

'  Some  time  after  the  prime-vizier 
died,  and  the  fultan  conferred  the 
place  on  thedervife.  The  fuitan.  him- 
felf alfo  died,  without  heirs  male; 
upon  which,  the  religious  orders  and 
the  militia  gathered  together,  and  the 
honelt  man  was  declared  and  acknow- 
ledged fultan  by  general  confent.' 

Day-light  appearing,  Scheherazade 
was  obliged  to  break  off  her  ftory. 

Schahriar  looked  upon  the  dervife  to 
be  worthy  of  the  crown  he  had  got;  but 
was  defirous  to  know  if  the  envious  man 
did  not  die  for  fpite;  and  got  up  with 
an  intention  to  hear  it  next  night. 
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DI N  AR  ZAD  E,  when  it  was  time, 
thus  addreffed  herfeif  to  the  ful- 
tanefs  :  '  My  dear  fifter,'  faid  (he,  «  if 
•  you  are  not  afleep,  I  would  pray  you 
'  to  conclude  the  ftory  of  the  hated  and 
'  envious  man.'—'  With  all  my  heart,' 
anfwered  Scheherazade.  '  The  fecond 
'  calender  continued  his  ftory  thus.' 

«  The  honeft  dervife,'  faid  he,  <  be- 
'  ing  mounted  on  the  throne  of  his 
'  father-in-law,  as  he  was  one  day  in 
'  the  midft  of  his  courtiers  upon  a 


march,  he  efpied  the  envious  man 

among  the  crowd  of  people  who  ftood 

as  he  parted  along;  and  calling  one 

of  the  viziers    who    attended   him, 

whifpered  him  in  his  ear  thus  :  "Go, 

1  bring  me  that  man  you  fee  there  ; 

"  but  have  a  care  you  do  not  frighten 

'*  him."  The  vizier  obeyed;  and  when 

'  the  envious  man  was  brought  into  his 

*  prefence,  the  fultan  faid  —  "  Friend, 
"  I  am  extremely  glad  to  fee  you." 

*  Upon  which  he  called  an   officer  — 
"  Go  immediately,"  faid  he,    «<  and 
"  caufe  to  be  paid  to  this  man,  out  of 
t{  my  treafury,  one  hundred  pieces  of 
"  gold  ;  let  him  have  alfo  twenty  load 
"  of  the  richeft  merchandize  in   my 
"  ftore-houfes,  and  a  fufficient  guard 
tl  to  conduct  him  to  his  houfe."  After 
'  he  had  given  this  charge  to  the  officer, 
c  he  bid  the  envious  man  farewel,  and 
'  proceeded  on  his  march. 

«  When  I  had  finished  the  recital  of 
'  this  ftory  to  the  Genius,  the  murderer 
'  of  the  princefs  of  the  ifle  of  Ebere, 

*  I  made  the   application   to    himfelf 

*  thus  :  "  O  Genius  !   you  fee  here  that 
"  this  bountiful  fultan  did  not  content 
"  himfelf  to  have  forgot  the  defign  of 
"  the  envious  m;m  to  take  away  his 
"  life,    but  treated  him  kindly,  and 
t{  fent  him  back  with  all  the  favours 
"  which  I  juft  now  related."  In  fhort, 
'  I   made  ule  of  all    my   eloquence, 
'  praying  him   to  imitate  fo  good  an 
'  example,  and  to  grant  me  pardon  j 
'  but  it  was  impofliblc  for  me  to  move 

*  his  cotnpafilon. 

"  All  that  I  can  do  for  thee,"  faid 
'  he,  "  is,  that  I  will  not  take  thy  life: 
"  do  not  flatter  thyfelf,  however,  that 
"  I  will  fend  thee  back  without  mak- 
"  ing  thee  feel  what  I  am  able  to  do 
"  by  the  power  of  my  enchantments." 
«  With  that  he  laid  violent  hands  on 

*  me,  and  carried  me  acrofs  the  vault 
'  of   the   fubterranean   palace,    which, 
1  opened  to  give  him  pafiuge  :  he  flew 
'  up  with  me  fo  high,  that  the  earth 

*  feemed  to  be  only  a  little  white  cloud  j 
'  from  thence  he  came  down  again  like 
f  lightning,  and  alighted  upon  theridgt 

*  of  a  mountain. 

'  There  he  took  up  a  hnndful  of 
'  earth,  and  pronounced,  or  rather  mut- 

*  tered,   forne  words  which  I  did  not 
'   underitand,   and  then  threw  it  upon 
'  me:    "  Leave  the  fhape  of  a  man," 

*  faid  he  to  me,   "  and  take  on  thee 
<f  that  of  an  ape."     He  vanifoed  i,n- 

'  mediately; 
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mediately;  and,  thus  transformed 
into  an  ape,  and  overwhelmed  with 
forrow,  left  me  alone  in  a  ftrange 
country,  not  knowing  how  near  or 
how  far  I  was  from  my  father's  do- 
minions. 

'  I  defcended  from  the  height  of  the 
mountain,  and  came  into  a  plain 
country,  which  took  me  a  month's 
time  in  travelling  through ;  and  then  I 
came  to  a  coaft  of  the  lea.  It  hap- 
pened then  to  be  a  great  cairn,  and 
I  efpied  a  veflel  about  half  a  league 
from  the  more.  I  would  not  lofe  this 
good  opportunity;  but  broke  off  a 
large  branch  from  a  tree,  which  I 
carried  with  me  to  the  fea-fide,  and 
fet  myfelf  aftride  upon  it,  with  a  ftick 
in  each  hand  to  ferve  me  for  oars. 
'  I  launched  out  in  this  pofture,  and 
advanced  near  the  (hip.  When  I  was 
near  enough  to  beTeen,  the  feamen 
and  paflengers  who  were  upon  the  deck 
thought  it  an  extraordinary  fpeclacle, 
and  they  all  looked  upon  me  with 
great  aftonifliment.  In  the  mean 
time,  I  got  on  board ;  and,  laying 
hold  of  a  rope,  I  jumped  upon  the 
deck;  but  having  loft  my  fpeech,  I 
found  myfelf  in  a  very  great  per- 
plexity ;  and,  indeed,  the  rifque  I 
then  ran  was  not  lefs  dangerous  than 
when  I  was  at  the  mercy  of  the  Ge- 
nius. 

'  The  merchants,  being  both  fuper- 
fthious  and  Icrupulous,  believed  I 
mould  occafion  fome  mifchief  to  their 
voyage  if  they  received  me  :  "  There- 
'  fore,"  laid  one,  *'  I  will  knock  him 
«  down  with  a  hand-fpike."  — "  I 
'  will  moot  an  arrow  through  his 
c  guts,"  faid  another.  "  Let  us  throw 
'  him  into  the  fea,"  faid  a  third.  Some 
of  them  would  not  have  failed  to  have 
executed  their  defign,  if  I  had  not  got 
to  that  fide  where  the  captain  was  j 
when  I  threw  myfelf  at  his  feet,  and 
held  him  by  the  coat  in  a  begging 
pofture.  This  action,  together  with 
the  tears  which  he  faw  gum  from  my 
eyes,  moved  his  companion  ;  fo  that 
he  took  me  into  his  protection,  threat- 
ening to  be  revenged  on  him  who 
fh^uW  do  me  the  leaft  hurt;  and  he 
liimfelf  made  very  much  of  me  :  and, 
on  my  part,  though  I  had  no  power 
to  fpeak,.!  mewed  by  my  geftures  all 
poflible  fjgns  of  gratitude. 
*  The  wind  thatfucceeded  the  calm  was 
gentle  and  favourable,  and  did  not 


alter  for  fifty  days,  but  brought  us 
fafe  to  the  port  of  a  fine  town,  well 
peopled,  and  of  great  trade,  where 
we  came  to  an  anchor:  it  was  fo  much 
the  more  confiderable,  being  the  ca- 
pital city  of  a  powerful  ilate. 
*  Our  veflel  was  fpeedily  furrounded 
with  an  infinite  numberof  boats  full 
of  people,  who  either  came  to  con- 
gratulate their  friends  upon  their  fafe 
arrival,  to  enquire  for  thofe  they 
had  left  behind  them  in  the  country 
from  whence  they  came,  or  out  of 
curiofity  to  fee  a  (hip  which  came  from 
a  diftant  country. 

'  Amongft  the  reft,  fome  officers  came^ 

on  board,  defiring  to  fpeak  with  the 

merchants  in  the  name  of  the  fultan. 

The  merchants  appearing,  one  of  the 

officers  fpoke  thus  to  them :   "The 

'  fultan  our  mafter  has  commanded  us 

'  to  acquaint  you  that  he  is  glad  of 

'  your  fafe  arrival,  and  prays  you  to 

1  take  the  trouble,  every  one  of  you, 

'  to  write  fome  lines  upon  this  roll  of 

'  paper  :  and,  that  his  defign  by  this 

'   may  be  underftood,  you  muft  know 

1  that  we  had  a  prime-vizier,  who,  be- 

"  fides  a  great  capacity  to  manage  af- 

"  fairs,    underftood    writing    to    the 

«'  greateft  perfection.  This  minifter  is 

'   lately  dead,  at  which  the  fultan  is 

'  very  much  troubled  ;  and,  fmce  he 

'  can  never  behoH  his  wtiting  with- 

'  out  admiration,  he  has  made  a  fo- 

'  lemn  vow  not  to  give  the  place  to 

'  any  man  but  to  him  who  can  write 

«  as  well  as  he  did.     Abundance  of 

'  people  have  prefented  their  writings; 

'  but,  to  this  day,  nobody  in  all  this 

'  empire  has  been  judged  worthy  to 

'  iupply  the  vizier's  place." 

*  Thofe  merchants  who  believed 
they  could  write  well  enough  to  pre- 
tend to  this  high  dignity,  wrote  one 
after  another  what  they  thought  fit. 
After  they  had  done,  I  advanced,  and 
took  the  roll  out  of  the  gentleman's 
hand:  but  all  the  people,  efpecially 
the  merchants,  cried  out — "  He  will 
'  tear  it,  or  throw  it  into  the  fea  !" 
But  feeing  how  properly  I  held  the 
roll,  and  that  I  made  a  fign  that  I 
would  write  in  my  turn,  they  were 
then  of  another  opinion,  and  their 
fear  changed  into  admiration  :  how- 
ever, as  they  had  never  feen  an  ape 
that  could  write,  nor  could  be  per- 
fuaded  that  I  was  more  ingenious  than 
other  apes,  they  attempted  to  fnatch 
<  the 
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*  the  roll  out  of  my  hand;  butthecap- 
«  tain  took  my  part  once  more.  "  Let 
«  him  alone,1'  faid  he;  "  fufFer  him 
*'  to  write.  If  he  only  fcrihhles  the 
"  paper,  I  promife  you  I  will  punilh 
him  upon  the  fpot:'  if,  on  the  con- 
trary, he  writes  well,  as  I  hope  he 
will',  becavife  I  never  fa\v  an  ape  fo 
handy  and  ingenious,  and  fo  appre- 
henfive  of  every  thing,  I  do  declare 
that  I  will  own  him  as  my  fon  :  I 
had  one  wlio  had  not  the  wit  he  has 
by  far."  Perceiving  that  no  man 
any  more  oppofed  my  defign,  I  took 
the  pen,  and  wrote,  before  I  had  done, 
fix  forts  of  hands  ufed  among  the 
Arabians;  and  each  fpecimen  con- 
tained an  extemporary  oiftich  or  qua- 
train in  praifc  of  the  fultan.  My  . 
writing  not  only  exceeded  that  of  the 
merchants,  but  I  dare  fay  they  had 
never  before  feen  any  fuch  fair  writ- 
ing in  that  country.  When  I  h  id 
done,  the  officers  took  the  roll,  and 
carried  it  to  the  fultan.' 

Thus  far  was  Scheherazade  come 
with  her  ftory  when  day-light  appear- 
ed. '  Sir,'  faid  fhe  to  Schahriar,  '  if  I 
«  had  time  to  continue,  I  would  give 
'  your  majefty  an  account  of  things 
'  far  more  furprizing  than  what  I  have 
'  already  told.' 

The  fultan,  who  had  refolded  to  hear 
the  end  of  the  ftory,  got  up  without  fay- 
ing one  word. 


NIGHT    XLIX. 

THE    next   morning,    Dinarzade, 
being  awake   befoie  day,  called 
the  fultanefs,  and  faid — '  Sifter,  if  you 

*  are  not  afleep,   pray  let  us  hear  the 
'  reft  of  the  adventures  that  happened 
'  to  the  ape.     I  belive  my  lord  the  ful- 
'  tan  is  no  lefs  curious  to  know  it  than 

*  myfelf.' — <  You  /hall  both  be  fatis- 

*  fied,'  anfwered  Scheherazade^  *  and, 
'  that  you   may  foon  be  eafed  of  your 

*  longing,    the  fecond  calender    con- 
'  tinued  his  ftory  thus.* 

'  The  fultan  took  little  notice  of  any 
c  of  the  other  writings,  but  confidered 
'  mine  ;  which  was  fo  much  to  his  fa- 


'  tisfaftion,  that  he  faid  to  the  officers— 
"  Take  the  fineft  horfe  in  my  ftable, 
"  and  the  richeft  harnefs,  with  a  robe 
"  of  the  moft  fumptuous  brocade,  to 


put  upon  the  perfon  who  wrote  tliofe 
fix   different   hands,  and  bring  him 
hither  to  me."     At 'this  command 
the  officers  could  not  forbear  laugh- 
ing.    The  fultan   grew  angry,  and 
was  for  puni filing  them  for  their  bold- 
nefs;   but  they  fpoke  to  him  thus: 
Sir,  we  humbly  be<£  your  majefty's 
pardon;  th.efe  hands  were  not  writ- 
ten  by  a  man,  but  by  an   ape."— 
"  What  do  you  fay  ?"  faid  the  fultan. 
"  Are  not  thofe  admirable  characters 
"  written  by  the  hands  of  a  man  ?" — 
"  No,  Sir,"  replied  the  officers;  "  we 
"  do  afTure  your  majefty  that  it  was  an 
"  ape    who    wrote    them  in  our  pre- 
"  fence."     The  iultan  was  too  much 
.'  furprized  at  this  account  not  to  defiie 
'  a  fight,  of  me  ;  and  therefore  faid— 
*'  Do  what  I  command  you,  and  bring 
"  mefpeedily  that  wondarful  ape." 

'  The  officers  returned  to  the  veflel, 
'  and  (hewed  the  cap'fain  their  order  j 

*  who  anfwered—"  The  fultan's  com- 
"  mand  muft  /be  obeyed."      Where- 
'  Opon  they  cloathed  me  with  the  rich 
'  brocade  robe,  and  carried  me  on  fiiore, 
'  where   they   fet   me   on    horfebackj 

*  whilft  the  fultan  waited  for  me  at  his 

*  palace  with  a  great  number  of  cour- 
'  tiers,  whom  he  gathered  together  to 
'  'do  me  the  more  honour. 

*  The  cavalcade  being  begun,  the 

*  harbour,    the    ftreets,    the    puhlick 
'  places,  windows,  terraces,    palaces, - 
'  and  houfes,  were  all  filled  with  an 

'  infinite  number  of  people,  who  were 
'  curious   enough    to  come  from    all 

*  parts  of  the  city  to  fee  me;  for  the  ru- 
'   mour  was  fpread  in  a  moment  that 

*  the  fultan   had  chofen  an  ape  to  be 
'  his  grand  vizier:  and,  after  having 

*  ferved  for  a  fpeclacle  to  the  people, 

*  who   could    not   forbear   to   exprefs 
'  their   furprize   by    redoubling   thejr 
1  fhouts  and  cries,  I  arrived  at  the  pa- 
'  lace  of  the  fultan. 

*  I  found  the  prince  feated  on  his 
'  throne  in  the  midft  of  the  grandees  : 

*  I  made  my  bow  three  times  very  low, 
'  and   at   laft   kneeled  and   kiffed  the 
'  ground  before  him,  and  afterwards 

*  lat  down  in  my  feat  in  the  pofture  of 
«  an  ape.   The  whole  affembly  admired 
'  me,  and  could  not  comprehend  how 
'  it  was  poffible  that  an  ape  fhould  uf~ 

*  derftand  fo  well  to  give  the  fultan  his 
'  duerefpe6r;  and  he  himfelf  was  mere 
'  aftonifhed  than   the  reft.     In  fliort, 

*  the  ufua)  ceremony  of  the  audience 

J>  «  would 
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would  have  been  compleat,  could  I 
have  added  fpeech  to  my  behaviour^ 
but  apes  never  fpeak,  and  the  ad- 
vantage I  had  of  having  been  a  man 
did  not  allow  me  that  privilege. 
«  Thefultan  difmiflTed  his  courtiers, 
and  none  remained  but  the  chief  of' 
his  eunuchs,  a  little  young  flave,  and 
myfelf.  He  went  from  his  chamber 
of  audience  into  his  own  apartment, 
where  he  ordered  me  to  be  brought. 
As  he  fat  at  table  he  gave  me  a  fign 
to  come  near,  and  eat  with  him:  to 
fliew  my  obedience,  I  kifled  the 
ground,  ftood  up,  fat  down  at  table, 
and  eat  with  discretion  and  modera- 
tion. 

'  Before  the  table  was  uncovered,  I 
efpied  an  inkhorn,  which  I  made  a 
fign  mould  be  brought  me:  having 
got  it,  I  wrote  upon  a  large  peach 
fome  verfes  after  my  way,  which 
teftified  my  acknowledgment  to  the 
fultan;  who  having  read  them  after 
my  prefentinghim  the  peach,  theyen- 
creafed  his  aftonilhment.  When  the 
table  was  uncovered,  they  brought 
him  a  particular  liquor,  of  which  he 
caufed  them  to  give  me  aglafs :  I  drank, 
and  wrote  fome  new  verfes  upon  it, 
which  explained  the  ftate  I  was  in, 
after  a  great  many  fufferings.  The 
fultan  read  them  likewife,  and  faid-r- 

•  An   ape  that   is  capable  of  doing 
fo  much,  ought  to  be  exalted  above 

•  the  greateftof  men." 

'  The  fultan  caufed  them  to  bring  a 
chefs-board,  and  afkedof  me  by  a  fign 
if  I  underftood  that  game,  and  would 
play  with  him.  I  kifled  thegroundj 
and,  laying  my  hand  upon  my  head, 
fignified  that  I  was  ready  to  receive 
that  honour.  He  won  the  firftgame, 
but  I  won  the  fecond  and  third;  and 
perceiving  he  was  fomewhatdifpleafed 
at  it,  I  made  -a  quatrain  to  pacify 
him;  in  which  I  told  him,  that  two 
potent  armies  had  been  fighting  very 
eagerly  all  day,  but  that  they  made 
up  a  peace  towards  the  evening,  and 
pafled  the  remaining  part  of  the  night 
very  peaceably  together  upon  the  field 
of  battle. 

•  So  many  things  appearing  to  the 
fukan,  far  beyond  whatever  any  one 
had  either  feen  or  known  of  the  be- 
haviour or  knowledge  of  apes,  be 
was  not  content  to  obferve  thefe  pro- 
digies himfelfj  but  having  a  daugh- 
ter, called  thekady  of  Beauty.,  to  whom 


'  the  head  of  the  eunuchs,  then  pre- 
c  fent,  was  governor — "  Go,*'  laid  tlxe 
'  fultan  to  him,  "  and  bid  your  lady 
"  come  hither:  I  am  willing  (he  mould 
"  have  a  (hare  in  my  pleafure." 

f  The  eunuch  went,  andimmediate- 
'  ly  brought  the  princefs,  who  had  her 

*  face  uncovered;  but  (he  was  no  foon- 
'  er  got  into  the  room,  than  (he  put 

*  on  her  veil,  and  faid  to  the  fultan-— 
t:  Sir,  your  majefty  muft  needs  have 
"  forgot  yourfelf;    I    am  very  much 
"  furprized  that  your  majefty  has  fent 
if  for  me  to  appear  among  men."-— 
"  How,   daughter!"  faid  the  fultan; 
"  you  do  not   know  what   you    fay: 
"  here  is  nobody  but  the  little  flave, 
'*  the  eunuch  your  governor,  and  my- 
"  felf,  who  have  the  liberty  to  fee  your 
"  face;  and  yet  you  lower  your  veil, 
"  and  would   make  me  a  criminal  i.n 
"  having  fenufor  you  hither." — "  Sir/* 
'  faid  the  princefs,  "  your  majefty  (hall 
*'  foon  underftand  that  I  am  not  in  the 
"  wrong.      The  ape  you   fee   before 
"  you,   however   ftrange  it  may  ap- 
"  pear,  is  a  young  prince,  fon  of  a 
"  great  king,  who  has  been  metamor- 
"  phofed  into  an  ape  by  enchantment. 
"  A  Genius,  fon  of  the  daughter  of 
"  Elbis,  has  malicioufly  done  him  this 
*'  wrong,  after  having  cruelly  taken 
"  away  the  life  of  the  Princefs  of  the 
"  ifle  of'Ebene,  daughter  of  the  King 
"  of  Epitimarus." 

«  Thefultan,  aftonilbed  at  this  dff- 
'  courfe,    turned    towards  me,    fpoke 

*  no  more  by  fjgns,  but  a(ked  me,' in 

*  plain  words,    if  what  his  daughter 

*  had  aiTerted  was  true.     As  I  could 
'  not  fpeak,  I  put  my  hand  to  my  head 
'  to    fignify    my    affent    to    his   quef- 
'  tion.      Upon   this    the    fultan    faid 
'  again  to  his  daughter — "  How  do 
"  you  know  that  this  prince  has  beerx 
"  transformed  by  enchantments  into 
"  an  ape  ?" — "  Sir/'  replied  the  lady 

*  of  beauty,  "  your  majefty  may  re- 
"  member  that,  when  I  pafled  my  in- 
"  fancy,  I  had  an  old  lady  who  wait&d 
"  on  me;  (lie  was  a  moll  expert  ma- 
11  gician,  and  taught  me  feventy  rules 

.."  ofmagick,  by  virtue  of  which  lean 
<c  tranfuort  your  capital  city  into  the 
"  midft  of  the  fea  in  the  twinkling  of 
"  an  eye,  or  beyond  Mount  Caucafus. 
"  By  this  fcience  I  know  all  en- 
'*  chanted  perfons  at  firft  fight;  I  knaw 
((  who  they  are,  and  by  whom  they 
"  have  been  enchanted:  therefore  do, 
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"  jiot  wonder  If  I  mould  forthwith  re- 
**  lieve  this  prince,  in  fpite  of  the  en- 
"  chantments,  from  that  which  hin- 
'  ders  him  from  appearing  to  you  in 

*  his  natural  form."  —  "  Daughter," 
faid  the  fultan,  "  I  did  not  believe 

*  you  underftood  fo  much."  —  '*  Sir,1' 
replied  the  princefs,  "  thefs  things 

*  are    well    worth    knowing;     but  I 

*  think  I  ought  not  to  boaft  of  them." 
—  "  Since  it  is  fo,"  faid  the  fultan, 

'  you  can  djfpel  the  prince's  enchant- 
'  ment?"  —  '<  Yes,  Sir/'  faid  the  prin- 

cefs, "  I  can  reftore  him  to  his  ori- 
<  ginal  fhape."  —  "  Doitthen,"  faid 

the  fultan:  <c  you  cannot  do  me  a 
'  greater  pleafurej  for  I  will  have  him 
'  to  be  my  vizier,  and  he  (hall  many 
4  you."  —  "  Sir,"  faid  the  princefs, 
'  I  am  ready  to  obey  you  in  all  that 
•*  you  fhall  be  pleafed  to  command 


Scheherazade,  as  fhe  fpoke,  efpied 
day,  and  broke  off  her  ftory  of  the  fe- 
cond  calender:  but  Schahriar,  judging 
the  fequel  would  be  as  diverting  as  the 
former  part  of  it,  refolded  to  hear  it 
next  day. 


NIGHT    L. 

DINAR ZADE  called  the  fultan- 
efs  at  the  ufual  hour,  faying — 
Sifter,  if  you  be  not  afleep,  pray  do 
us  the  favour  to  tell  us  how  the  lady 
of  beauty  reftored  the  fecond  calen- 
der to  his  former  fhape.' — *  You  fhall 
hear  it,'  faid  Scheherazade;  '  the  fe- 
cond calender  refunded  his  difcourfe 
thus. 

«  The  princefs,  the  Lady  of  Beauty, 
went  into  herapartment,  from  whence 
ihe  brought  a  knife,  which  had 
fome  Hebrew  words  engraven  oji 
the  blade:  'fhe  then  defired  the  ful- 
'tan,  the  mafter  of  the  eunuchs,  the 
little  Have,  and  myfelf,  to  go  down 
into  a  private  court  adjoining  to  the 
palace,  and  there  left  us  under  a  gal- 
lery that  went  round  it.  She  placed 
herfelf  in  the  middle  of  the  court, 
where  fhe  made  a  great  circle,  and 
within  it  wrote  feveral  words  in  Ara- 
bian characters,  fome  of  them  an- 
cient, and  others  of  thofe  which  they 
call  the  character  of  Cleopatra. 
*  When  fhe  had  finifhed  and  prepared 


the  circle  as  fhe  thought  fit,  (he  placed 
herfelf  in  the  center  of  it,  where  flic 
began  adjurations,  and  repeated  verfes 
out  of  the  Alcoran.     The  air  grew 
infenfibly  dark,    as   if  it  had    been 
night,  and  the  whole  world  about  to 
be  diu~olved :  we  found  ourfelves  ftruck 
with  a  panick;  and  this  fear  increafed 
the  more  when  we  faw  the  Genius, 
the  fon  of  the  daughter  of  Elbis,  ap- 
pear all  of  a  fudden  in  the  fhape  of  a 
lion    of  a  frightful  fize. 
'  As  foon  as  the  princefs  perceived 
this  monfter — '«  You  dog!"  laid  fhe, 
inftead  of  creeping  before  me,  dare 
you  prefent  yourielf  in  this   fhape, 
thinking  to  frighten  me?" — "  And 
thou,"  replied  the  lion,  "  art  thou 
not  afraid  to  break  the  treaty  which 
was  folemnly  made  and  confirmed 
between  us  by  oath,  not  to  wrong 
or  do  each  otherany  hurt?" — "  Oh, 
thou   curfed   creature!"  replied  the 
princefs,  "  I  can  juftly  reproach  thee 

*  with  doing  fo."     The  lion  anfwer- 
ed  fiercely — «'    Thou  (halt  quickly 

*  have  thy  reward  for  the  trouble  thou 
•*  haft  given   me  to   return."     With 

that  he  opened  his  terrible  throat,  and 
ran  at  her  to 'devour  her;  but  me, 
being  on  her  guard,  leaped  backward, 
got  time  to  pull  out  one  of  her  hairs, 
and,  by  pronouncing  three  or  four 
words,  changed  herlelf  into  a  (harp 
fword,  wherewith  fhe  cut  the  lion 
in  two  pieces. 

*  The  two  parts  of  the  lion  vanifh- 
ed,  and  the  head  only  was  left,  which 
changed  into  a  large  fcorpion.  Im- 
mediately the  princefs  turned  herfelf 
into  a  ferpent;  who,  finding  him- 
felf  wodted,  took  the  fhape  of  an 
eagle,  and  flew  away;  but  the  ferpent 
at  the  fame  time  took  alib  the  fhapeof 
an  eagle  that  was  black  and  much 
ftronger,  and  purfued  him,  fo  that 
we  loll  fight  of  them  both. 
«  Some  time  after  they  had  difap- 
peared,  the  ground  opened  before  us, 
and  out  of  it  came  forth  a  cat,  black 
and  white,  with  her  hair  ftanding  up- 
right, and  keeping  a  fearful  roaring; 
a  black  wolf  followed  her  clofe,  and 
gave  her  no  time  to  reft.  The  cat, 
being  thus  hard  befet,  changed  her- 
felf into  a  worm,  and  being  near  a, 
pomegranate,  which  had  accidentally 
fallen  from  a  tree  that  grew  on  the 
fide  of  a  canal,  which  was  deep,  but 
not  broad,  the  worm  pierced  the 
L  z  <  ppmegranaw 
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pomegranate  in  an  inftant,  and  hid  it- 
felf;  but  the  pomegranate  fwelled  im- 
mediately, and  became  as  big  as  a 
gourd;  which,  mounting  up  to  the. 
top  of  the  gallery,  rolled  there  for 
fome  fpace  backward  and  forward, 
fell  down  again  into  the  court,  and 
broke  into  feveral  pieces. 
'  The  wolf,  who  had  in  the  mean 
while  transformed  itfelf  into  a  cock,- 
inftantly  picked  up  the  feeds  of  the 
pomegranate,  one  after  the  ofher;  but 
finding  no  more,  it  came  towards  us 
with  it's  wings  fpread,  making  a 
great  noife,  as  if  it  would  alk  us 
whether  there  were  any  more  feeds. 
There  was  one  lying  on  the  brink  of 
the  canal,  which  the  cock  perceiving 
as  it  went  back,  ran  fpeedily  thi- 
ther; but  juft  at  that  moment,  the 
feed  rolled  into  the  nv$r,  and  bz,- 
came  a  little  fifh.' 

'  But  I  fee  day,  Sir,'  laid  Scnehera- 
2ade;  '  had   it   not  come   fo  fuddenly, 

*  I  am  perfuaded  that    ,vhat  I  ihould 
'  have  faid  farther  would  have  given 
'  your  majeftv  ~  great  deal  of  fatisfac- 

*  tion.'     Upon   this   file  (topped,  and 
the  fuhan'arofc:   but  his  thoughts  be- 
ing wholly  taken  up  with  luch  ftrange 
adventures,     he    was    extremely    im- 
patient till  he  heard  the   reft  of    the 
flory. 


N  I  G  K  T    LI. 

DTNARZADE  made  no  fcruple 
todifturbthefuhanefsnext  morn- 
ing, calling  to  her — '  Sifter,  if  you 
«  be  not  afleep,  pray  begin  where  yea 
'  left  offthat  wonderful  ftory  laft  night j 
"  I  am  very  defirous  to  know  what  fol- 

*  lowed  after  all  thcfe  metamorphofes,' 
Scheherazade  called  to  mind  where  fhe 
had  made  a  ftcp;  and,  addrefiing  her 
difcourfe  to  thefultan — *  Sir,'  laid  flic, 

*  the    fecond    calender    continued   his 

*  ftory  after  this  manner.' 

'  The  cock  jumped  into  the  river, 

*  and    was  turned  rrito  a  pike,  which 

*  purfued  the  fmall  fifh  :  they  continued 

*  both   under   water  above  two  hours, 
4  and  we  knew  not  what  was  become 

*  of  them;  when  all   of  a  fuddeti   we 
'   heard  terrible  cries,  which   made  us 
4  quake;    and   in   a  little  while    after 
j-  %ye  faw  the  Genius  and  piincefs  in 


flames  :  they  threw  flafhes  of  fire 
out  of  their  mouths  at  one  another, 
till  ti  cy  came  U;it  hand  to  hand;  the 
two  h'r-s  then  increafed,  with  a  thick 
burning  fmoke,  which  mounted  fo 
high,  that  we  had  reafon  to  fear  it 
would  iei  the  palace  on  fire.  But 
we  had  very  foon  a  more  prefling  oc- 
cafiun  of  fear;  for  the  Genius  hav- 
ing got  loofe  from  the  princei's,  came, 
to  the  gallery  where  we  ftood,  and 
blew  ii^rnes  of  fire  upon  us:  we  had 
all  perifhed,  if  the  princei's,  running 
to  our  afliftance,  had  not  forced  him 
by  her  efforts  to  retire,  and  defend 
himfclf  againft  her;  yet,  notwith- 
ftandingall  her  diligence, (hecould  not; 
binder  the  fuhan's  beard  from  being 
burnt,  i,-)d  his  tacefpoiledj  the  chief 
of  the  eunuchs  from  being  (lifted, 
and  burnt  on  the  fpot;  nor  a  fpark  to 
enter  my  right  eye,  which  made  it 
b'.ind.  The  iultan  and  I  expecled 
nothing  but  death,  when  we  heard  the 
cry — "  Vic-lory,  victory!"  and  all  of 
a  fudden  the  princefs  appeared  in  her 
natural  fhape,  but  the  Genius  was 
reduced  to  an  heap  of  aihes. 

*  The  princefs  came  near  to  us;  and, 
that  Hie  might   not  lofe  time,  called 
for  a  cup- full  of  water,  which  the 
young  flave,  who  had  got  no  damage, 
brought  her:  Ihe  took  it;  and,  after 
pronouncing  fome  words  over  it,threw 
it  upon  me,  faying — '«  If  t'nou  art  be- 
come an  ape  by  enchantment,  change 
thy  (hape,  and  take  that  of  a  man, 
which  thou  hadft  before."     Thefe 

words  v/ere  hardly  uttered  when  I  be- 
came a  man,  as  I  was  before,  one 
eye  only  ex;epted. 

*  I   was   preparing   myfelf  to  give 
thanks  to  the  princefs,  but  me  pre- 
vented  me  by  addreffing  herfelf  to 
her  father  thus:   *'  Sir,  I  have  got 

the  victory  over  the  Genius,  as  your 
majefty  may  fee:  but' it  is  a  victory 
that  cofts  me  dear.  I  have  but  a  few 
minutes  to  live,  and  you  will  not 
have  the  fatlsfaftion  to  make  thq 
match  you  intended.  The  fire 
pierced  me  during  the  terrible  com- 
bat; and  I  find  it  confufnes  me  by 
degrees.  This  would  not  have  hap- 
pened, had  I  perceived  the  laft  of 
the  pomegranate  feeds,  and  fwallow- 
ed  it  as  Tdid  the  others  when  I  was 
changed  into  a  cock:  the  Genius  had 
fled  thither,  as  to  his  laft  entrench- 
mentj  and  upon  that  the  fuccefs  of 
'-»i  '  "  th* 
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the  combat  depended,  which  would 
have  been  fuccefsful,  and  without 
danger  to  me.  This  Hip  obliged  me 
to  have  recourfe  to  fire,  and  to  fight 
with  thofe  mighty  arms  I  did,  be- 
tween  Heaven  and  earth,  in  your 
prefence;  for,  in  fpite  of  all  his  re- 
doubtable  art  and  experience,  I  made 
the  Genius  know  that  I  underftood 
more  than  himfelf:  I  have  conquer  - 
ed  and  reduced  him  to  afhes,  but  I 
cannot  efcape  death,  which  is  ap- 
preaching.  " 


Here  Scheherazade  broke  off  the  (lory 
of  the  fecond  calender,  and  faid  to  the 
fultan—  »(  Sir,  day-light  appears,  which 
«  forbids  me  to  fay  anymore;  but  if 
«  your  majefty  will  permit  me  to  live 
'  till  to-morrow,  you  fhall  hear  the  end 
<  of  this  (lory/ 

Schahriar  having  confented,  got  up, 
according  to  cuftom,  to  take  care  of  the 
affairs  of  his  empire. 


NIGHT    LIT. 

DINARZADE  awaking  fome 
time  before  day,  called  upon  the 
fulranefs,  and  faid—'  My  dear  filler, 
*  if  you  be  not  afleep,  I  pray  you  to 
'.  finifti  the  ftoryof  the  fecond  calender.' 
Scheherazade  refumed  her  difcourfe, 
and  went  on  as  follows. 

The  calender,  always  directing  his 
fpeech    to  Zobeide,    faid — «  Madam, 
the  fultan  fuffered  the   princefs  the 
Lady  of  Beauty  to  go  on  with  the  re- 
cital of  her  combat;  and  when  (he  had 
done,  he  fpoke  to  her  in  a  tone  that 
fufHciently  teftified  his  grief.    "  My 
'  daughter/'    faid  he,    "  you   fee  in 
{  what  condition  your  father  is!  Alas! 
1"  I  wonder  that  1  am  vet  alive!  Your 
'*  governor  the   eunuch  is   dead;  and 
"  the  prince  whom  you  have  delivered 
"  from  his  enchantment  has  loft  one 
"  of  his  eyes.'1     He  could  fpeak  no 
more;  for  his  tears,  fighs,  and  fobs, 
rendered    him    fpeschlefs:    and    his 
daughter  and  I,  exceedingly  fenfible 
of  his  forrow,    involuntarily    wept 
with  him. 

'  In  the  mean  time,  while  we  were 
(h  iving  to  outdo  one  another  in  grief, 
the  pi inccfs  cried — "  I  burn!  Oh,  I 
bum |"  She  fgund  that  the  fire 


*  which  confumed  her  had  at  laft  feiz- 

*  ed  on   her  whole  body,  which  made 

«  her  rtillcry— - "  I  burn!"  till  deatli  / 

*  had  made  an  end  of  her  intolerable 
'  pains.     The  efFe£l   of  that   fire  was 

*  fo  extraordinary,  that  in  a  few  mo- 

*  ments    (he  was    wholly    reduced  to 
4  afhes,  like  the  Genius. 

*  I  cannot  tell  you,  Madam,  how 
'  much  I  was  grieved  at  Ib  difnul  a 
'  fpe6lacle:  I  would  have  continued  an. 

*  ape  or  a  dog  all  my  life,  rather  than 

*  have  feen  my  benefa&refs  thus  mi- 
'  ferably   perifh.     The   fuh^n,   being 
'  afflicted  beyond  all  that,  'jin  be  ima- 
'  gined,  cried  out  piteotuiy,  and  beat 
'  himfelf  on  his  head  and  ftomach;  till 

*  at  length,  being  quite  overcome  with 
'  grief,  he  fainted  away,  feemingly  be- 

*  yond  the  hope  of  recovery:  but  the 
'  eunuchs  and  officers  coming  imme- 

*  diately  to  his  afliftance  with  proper 
'  remedies,    after  fome    difikulty  re- 
'  ftored    him   to    his    fenfes.      Thefe 
'  faithful  adherents  to  their  fultan  foon 

*  perceived  the  heavy  lofs  they  had  fu- 
'   ftained,  without   the  painful  tafk  of 
«  a  narrative,  by  the  two  heaps  of  alhe» 
'  into  which  the  princeis  and  the  Ge- 
'  nius  had  been  reduced.    The  fultan, 
'  fcarcely  able  to  ftand   upright,  was 

*  fupported  to  his  apartment. 

«  When  the  noife  of  the  tragical 
«  event  had  fpread  itfelf  through  the 
'  palace  and  the  city,  all  the  people 
«  bewailed  the  misfortune  of  the  pi  in- 
«  cefs  the  Lady  of  Beauty,  and  were  ful- 
«  ly  fenfible  of  the  fultan's  affliction. 
'  Every  one  went  into  deep  mourning 

*  forfeven  days,  and  a  great  many  cere- 
'  monies  were  performed:  the  ames  of 
«  the  Genius  were  thrown  into  the  airj 
'  but  thofe  of  the  princef&were  gather- 
'  ed  into  a  precious  urn,  to  be  kept} 
«  and  the  urn  was  fet  in  a  ftately  tomb, 
«  which  was  built  for  that  purpofe  on 
c  the  fame  place  where  the  afhes  had 
«  lain. 

*  The  grief  which    the   fultan  had; 

*  conceived  for  the  lofs  of  his  daughter 

*  threw  him  into  a  fit  of  ficknefs,  which 

*  confinedhim tohischamberfora whole 
'  month.     He  had  not  fully  recovered 
'  his  ftrength,  when  he  fent  for  me: 
"  Prince,"  faid  he,  "  hearken  to  the 
"  orders  that  I  now  give  you;  it  will 
"  coft  you  your  life  if  you  do  not  put 
'*  them  in  execution."     I  affured  him 
'  of  exaft  obedience;  upon  which  he 
1  \ventonthus;   "  I  have  conftantly 

V  lived, 
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"  lived  in  perfeft  felicity,  and  was  ne- 
«'  ver  crofTed  by  any  accident;  but  by 
*e  your  arrival  all  the  happinefs  I  pof- 
"  fefled  is  vanished;  my  daughter  is 
"  dead,  her  governor  is  no  more,  and 
««  it  is  through  a  miracle  that  I  am  yet 
"  alive.     You   are   the   caufe   of    all 
*f  thofe  misfortunes,  for  which   it  is 
"  impoflible  that  J  mould  be  comfort- 
u  edj  therefore  depart  from  hence  in 
"  peace,  but  without  farther  delay,  for 
*'  I  myfelf  muft  perifh  if  you  ftay  any 
te  longer.    I  am   perfuaded    that  your 
**  prefence  brings  mifchief  along  with 
e«  it.     TH§8  'is  all   I  have  to  fay  to 
*  you.     JLjpart,  ar'd  take  care  of  ever 
f  appearing  again  in  my  dominionsj 
'  there  is  no  confideration  whatfoever 
'  that  fhall   hinder  me  from  making 
you  repent  of  it."     I  was  going  to 
fpeak,  but  he  flopped  my  mouth  by 
words  full  of  anger;  fo  that  I  was 
obliged  to  remove  from  his  palace, 
rejected,  baniflved,  thrown  off  by  all 
the  world,  and  not  knowing  what 
would  become  of  me.     Before  I  left 
the  city  I  went  into  a  bagnio,  where 
I  caufed  my  beard  and  eye-brows  to 
be  maved,  and  put  on  a  calender's 
habit.     I  began  my  journey,  not  fo 
much  deploring  my  own  miieries,  as 
the  death  of  the  two  fair  princefles, 
of  which  I  have  been  theoccafion.  I 
pafled  through  many  countries  with- 
out making  myfelf  known;  at  laft  I 
refolved  to  come  to  Bagdad,  in  hopes 
of  getting  myfelf  introduced  to  the 
commander  of  theFarthful, to  move  his 
companion,  by  giving  him  an  account 
of  my  ftrange  adventures.  I  came  hi- 
ther this  evening ;  where  the  firft  man 
I  met  was  this  calender,  our  brother, 
who  fpoke  before  me.     You  know 
the  remaining  part,  Madam;  and  the 
caufe  of  my  having  the  honour  to  be 
here/ 

When  the  fecond  calender  had  made 
an  end  of  his  ftory,  Zobeide,  to  whom 
be  Irad  addreffed  his  fpeech,  told  him 
— .«  It  is  very  well,  you  may  go  which 
'  way  you  pleafe;  I  give  you  leave:' 
but  inftead  of  departing,  he  alfo  peti- 
tioned the  lady  to  fhewhim  rhe  fame  fa- 
vour fhe  had  vouchfafed  to  the  firft  ca- 
lender, and  went  and  fat  down  by  him. 

«  But,  Sir,'  faid  Scheherazade,  as 
flie  fpoke  thefe  words,  *  it  is  day,  and 
*  I  mini'  go  no  farther^  I  dare  however 

c  sffure  you,  that  how  agreeable  foever 


this  rtory  of  the  fecond  calender  rosy 
feem  to  you,  that  of  the  third  will  be 
no  lefs  worthy  of  your  hearing,  if 
your  majefty  will  be  pleafed  to  have 
patience.' 

The  fultan  being  defirous  to  know 
whether  it  would  appear  fo  wonderful 
as  the  laft,  got  out  of  bed  with  a  refo- 
lution  to  prolong  Scheherazade's  life 
farther,  though  the  delay  he  had  grant- 
ed was  determined  leveral  days  before. 


NIGHT    LIII. 

ABOUT    the   latter  end   of  the 
following  night,  Dinarzade  ad- 
drefled  herfelf  to  the   fultanefs  thus: 

*  Dear  fifter,  I  pray  you,  until  day  ap- 

*  pear,  which  will  be  very  foon,  to  re- 
«  late  fome  of  the  fine  ftories  you  have 
«  read.' 

'  I  would  willingly,'  faid  Schahriar, 
«  hear  the  ftory  of  the  third  calender.* 
— '  Sir,'  replied  Scheherazade.  *  you 
«  ftiall  be  obeyed.' 

The  third  calender,  perceiving  it  was 
his  turn  to  fpeak,  addreffed  his  fpeech, 
as  the  reft  had  done,  to  Zobeide,  and 
began  in  this  manner. 

THE    HISTORY   OF    THE    THIRD  CA- 
LENDER, A  KING'S  SON. 

'  MOST  HONOUR  ABLE  LADY, 

'  HP  HAT  which  I  am  going  to  tell 
-1  *  you  very  much  differs  from 
what  you  have  heard  already.  The 
two  princes  who  fpoke  beforeme  have 
each  loft  an  eye  by  the  pure  «ffe£ls.of 
their  deftiny,  but  I  loft  mine  through 
my  own  fault,  and  by  haftening  "to 
feek  my  own  misfortune;  as  you  ftiall 
hear  by  the  fequel  of  the  ftory. 
'  My  name  is  Agib,  and  I  am  the 
fon  of  a  king  who  was  called  Caflib: 
after  his  death  I  took  pofieffion  of 
his  dominions,  and  refided  in  the  fame 
city  where  he  lived  before,  which 
is  fituatedon  the  fea-coaft,  hasoneof 
the  fineft  harbours  in  the  world,  an 
arfenal  large  enough  for  fitting  out 
fifty  men  of  war  to  fea,  to  be  al- 
ways ready  on  any  occafion,  and  light 
frigates  and  pleafure-boats  for  re- 
creation. My  kingdom  is  compofed 
of  feveral  fine  provinces  upon  Terra 
Firma,  befide?  a  number  of  fpacious 
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iflands,  every  one  of  which  is  almoft 
in  fight  of  my  capital  city. 
«  The  firft  thing  I  did  was  to  vifit  the 
provinces:  I  afterwards  caufed  my 
whole  fleet  to  be  fitted  out  and  man- 
ned,and  went  twice  to  my  iflands  with 
a  view  of  gaining  the  hearts  of  my 
iubje&s  by  my  prefence,  and  to  con- 
firm them  in  their  loyalty.  Thefe 
voyages  giving  me  fome  tafte  for  na- 
vigation, I  took  fo  much  pleafure  in 
it,  that  I  pefolved  to  make  fome  dif- 
coveries  beyond  my  iflands;  to  which 
end  I  caufed  only  ten  (hips  to  be  fitted 
out,  embarked  on  board  them,  and 
fetfail. 

*  Our  voyage  was  very  fuccefsful  for 
forty  days  together;  but  on  the  for- 
ty-tuft night  the  wind  became  con- 
trary, and  withal  fo  boifterous,  that 
we  were   like  to  have  been  loft  in  the 
ftorm:  about  break  of  day,  however, 
it  grew  calm,  the  clouds  were  dif- 
perfed,  and  the  fun  having  brought 
back  fair  weather,  we  came  clofe  to 
an  ifland,  where  we  remained   two 
days  to  take  in  frefh  provisions;  this 
being  done,  we  again  put  off  to  fea. 
After  ten  days  fail,  we  were  in  hopes 
of  feeing  land;  for  the  tempefts  we 
had  gone  through  had  fo  much  abat- 
ed my  curiofity,  that  I  gave  orders  to 
fteer  back  to   my  own  coaft;  but  I 
perceived  at  the  fame  time  that  my 
pilot  knew  not  where  we  were.    Up- 
on the  tenth  day,  a  feaman  being  fent 
to  look  out  for  land  from  the  main- 
maft  head,  he  gave  notice,  that  on 
(larboard  and  larboard  he  could  lee 
nothing   but   the   (ky   and   the   fea, 
which  bounded  the  horizon;  but  that 
juft  before  us  on  the  ftem,  he  faw  a 
great  black  nefs. 

*  The  pilot  changed  colour  at  this 
relation,  and  throwing  his  turban  on 
the  deck  with  one  hand,  and  beating 
his  breall  with  the  other,  cried — "Oh, 

:  Sir,  we  are  all  loft!  not  one  of  us 

«  will  efcape!  And,  with  all  my  (kill,  it 

*  is  not  in  my  power  to  prevent  itl" 

Having  fpoke  thus,  he  cried  like  a 

man  who  faw  unavoidable  ruin;  his 

defpair.  put  the  whole  /hip's  crew  in 

terror.     I  aflced  him  what  reafon  he 

had   thus    to   defpair  5    he  replied — 

The  tempeft,  which  webaveoytliv- 

ed,  has  brought  us  fo  far  out  of  our 

courfe,  that  to-morrow  about  noon 

we  (hall   come  near   to  that   black 

"  place,  which  is  nothing  elfe  but  the 


black  mountain,  a mineof  adamant, 
which  at  this  very  minute  draws  all 
your  fleet  towards  it  by  virtue  of  the 
iron  and  nails  that  are  in  your  fhipsj 
and  when  we  come  at  a  certain  dif- 
tance,  the  ftrength  of  the  adamant 
will  have  fuch  a  force,  that  all  the 
nails  will  be  drawn  out  of  the  fides 
and  bottoms  of  the  mips,  and  fait- 
ened  to  the  mountain,  fo  that  your 
vefTels  will  fall  to  pieces,  and  fink  to 
the  bottom :  and  as  the  adamant 
has  a  virtue  to  draw  al!  iron  to  it, 
whereby  it's  attraction  becomes 
ftronger,  this  mountain  on  the  fide 
of  the  fea  is  covered  over  with  nails, 
drawn  out  of  an  infinite  number  of 
velH-ls  that  have  periihed  by  it;  and 
this  preferves  and  augments  it's  vir- 
tue  at  the  fame  time. 
"  This  mountain,"  continued  the 
pilot,  "  is  very  rugged;  on  the  top  of 
it  there  is  a  dome  of  fine  brafs,  lup- 
ported  by  pillars  of  the  fame,  and 
upon  the  top  of  that  dome  there  ftands 
a  horfe  of  the  lame  metal,  with  a 
rider  on  his  back,  who  has  a  plate  of 
lead  fixed  to  his  breaft,  upon  wrricU 
fome  talilinanical  characters  are  en- 
graved.  Sir,  the  tradition  is,  that 
this  ftatue  is  the  chief  caufe  that  fo 
many  mips  and  men  have  been  loft 
and  funk  in  this  place,  and  that  it 
will  ever  continue  to  be  fatal  to  all 
thofe  that  have  the  misfortune  to 
come  near  to  it,  until  fuch  time  as 
it  fhall  be  thrown  down." 
*  The  pilot,  having  ended  his  dif- 
courl'e,  began  to  weep  afrefh,  and  this 
made  all  the  reft  of  the  fhip's  compa- 
ny to  the  like.  I  mylelf  had  no 
other  thoughts  but  that  my  days 
were  then  to  have  an  end.  In  the  mean 
time  every  one  began  to  provide  for 
his  own  fafety,  and  to  that  end  took 
all  imaginable  precautions;  and,  be- 
ing uncertain  of  the  event,  they  all 
made  one  another  their  heirs,  by  vir- 
tue of  a  will,  for  the  benefit  of  thofe 
who  might  happen  to  be  faved. 
'  The  next  morning  we  perceived  the 
black  mountain  very  plain,  and  the 
idea  we  had  conceived  of  it  made  it 
appear  more  frightful  than  it  was. 
About  noon  we  v?ere  come  fo  near, 
that  we  found  what  the  pilot  had  fore- 
told to  be  true,  for  we  faw  all  the 
nails  and  iron  about  the  fhip  fly  to- 
wards the  mountain,  where  they  fix- 
«d,  by  the  viohr/cc  of  the  attraction, 
«  with 
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with  a  horrible  noife;  the  (hips  fplit 
afunder,  and  funk  into  the  lea,  which 
was  fo  deep  about  that  place,  that  we 
could  not  found  it.  All  my  people 
were  drowned;  but  God  had  mercy 
on  me,  and  permitted  me  to  fave  my- 
felf  by  means  of  a  plank,  which  the 
wind  drove  afliore  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountain:  I  did  not  receive  the  leaft 
hurt,  and  my  good  fortune  brought 
me  to  a  landing-place,  where  there 
were  fteps  that  went  up  to  the  top  of 
tl  ;  mountain.' 

Scheherazade  would  have  gone  on 
with  her  ftory;  but  day  appearing,  (he 
was  obliged  to  keep  filence. 

The  fultan  was  convinced  by  this  be- 
ginning, that  the  fultanefs  had  not  de- 
ceived him;  and  therefore  we  are  not  to 
wonder  that  he  did  not  order  her  death 
that  day. 


NIGHT    LIV. 

'  T?OR  the  fake  of  Heaven,'  cried 

X7  Dinarzade,  '  if  you  be  not  afleep, 
'  filler,  go  on  with  the  ftory  of  the 
«  third  calender.' — *  My  dear  fitter,1 
faid  Scheherazade,  '  the  prince  conti- 
*  nued  his  difcourfe  thus.' 


'At  the  fight  of  thefe  fteps,'  faid  he, 
for  there  was  not  a  bit  of  ground  ei- 
ther  on  the  right  or  left  whereon  a 
man  could  fet  his  foot,  I  gave  thanks 
to  God,  and  recommended  myfelf  to 
his  holy  protection,  and  began  to 
mount  the  fteps,  which  were  io  nar- 
row,  rugged,  and  hard  to  get  up,  that 
had  the  wind  blown  ever  ib  little,  it 
would  have  thrown  me  down  into  the 
fea:  but  at  laft  I  got  up  to  the  top 
without  any  accident.  I  came  into 
the  dome;  and,  kneeling  on  the 
ground,  gave  God  thanks  for  his 
mercies  to  me. 

'  I  palfed  the  night  under  the  dome, 
and  in  my  fleep  an  old  grave  man  ap- 
peared  to  me,  and  faid — "  Hearken, 
Agib:  as  foon  as  thou  art  awake,  dig 
up  the  ground  under  thy  feetj  thou 
(halt  find  a  bow  of  brafs,  and  three 
arrows  of  lead,  that  are  made  under 
certain  conftellations,todeliverman- 
kind  from  fo  many  calamities  that 
threaten  them.  Shoot  the  three  ar- 
rows  at  the  ftatue,  and  the  rider  (hall 
fall  into  the  fea,  but  the  horfe  will 


fall  down  by  thy  fide,  which  thou 
muft  bury  in  the  fame   place  from 
whence  thou  hadlt  the  bow  and  ar- 
rows: this  being  done,  the  fea  will 
fwell  and  rife  up  to  the  foot  of  the 
dome  that  (lands  upon  the  top  of  the 
mountain:  when  it  is  come   up  fo 
high,  thou  (halt  fee  a  bo#t  with  one 
man,  and  an  oar  in  each  hand;  this 
man  is  alfo  of  metal,  but  different 
from  that  thou  haft  thrown  down;  ftep 
on  board  to  him,  without  mentioning 
the  name  of  God,  and  let  him  con- 
duct thee.     He  will  in  ten  days  time 
bring  thee  into  another  fea,  where 
thou  (halt  find  an  opportunity  to  get 
home  to  thy  country  fafe  and  found, 
provided,  as  I  have  told  thee,  thou 
thou  doft  not  mention  the  name  of 
God  during  the  whole  voyage." 
*  Thefe  were  the  contents  of  the  old 
man's  difcourfe.     When  I  awaked  I 
was  very  much  comforted  by  the  vi- 
fion,  and  did  not  fail  to  obferve  every 
thing  that  he  had  commanded  me.    I 
took  the  bow  and  arrows  out  of  the 
ground,  (hot  them  at  the  horfeman, 
and  with  the  third  arrow  I  overthrew 
him,  and  he  fell  into  the'fea,  and  the 
horfe  fell  by  my  fide,  which  I  buried 
in  the  place  whence  I  took  the  bow 
and  arrows;  and  in  the  mean  time, 
the  fea  fwelled  and  role  by  degrees: 
when  it  came  as  high  as  the  foot  of 
the  dome  that  ftood  upon  the  top  of 
the  mountain,  I  faw  afar  off  a  boat 
rowing  towards  me,  and  I  returned 
God  thanks  that  every  thing  fuccced- 
ed  according  to  my  dream. 
«  At  laft  the  boat  came  afliore,  and 
I  faw  the  man  was  made  of  metal, 
according  as  I  had  dreamt.  I  ftepped 
on  board,  and  took  great  heed  not  to 
pronounce  the  name  of  God,  neither 
fpoke  I  one  word  at  all;  I  fat  down, 
and  the  man  of  metal  began  to  row 
off  from  the  mountain.     He  ro%ved 
without  ceafing  till  the  ninth  day, 
when  J  faw  fome  iflands,  which  made 
me  hope    that  I   (hould   be    out  of 
all  the  danger  that  I  was  afraid  of. 
The  excefs  of  my  joy  made  me  for- 
get  what  I  was    forbidden    to  do: 
God's  name  be  bleft,"  faid  Ij  "  th« 
Lord  be  praifed!" 

« I  had  no  fooner  fpoken  thefe  words, 
than  the  boat  funk  with  the  man  of 
metal,  leaving  me  upon  the  furface:  I 
fwam  the  remaining  part  of  the  day 
towards  that  land  which  appeared 
«  neareft 
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'  neareft  to  me.     A  very  dark  night 
'  fucceeded,  and  not  knowing  where- 

*  abouts   I  was,  I  fwam  at  a  venture; 
1   my  (trength  began  at  laft  to  fail,  and 
'   I  defpaired  of  being  able  to  fave  my- 
'  felf,   when  the  wind  began  to  blow 
'  hard,  and  a  wave  as  big  as  a  moun- 

*  tain  threw  me  on  a  flat,  where  it  left 
'  me,  and  drew  back.     I  madehafteto 

*  getafhore.fearinganother  wave  might 
'  wafh  me  back  again.   The  firft  thing 
<  I  did  was  to'ftrip  and  wring  the  wa- 
'  ter  out  of  my  cloaths,  and  then  laid 

*  them  down  on  the  dry  fand,  which 

*  was  ftill  pretty  warm  by  the  heat  of 

*  the  day. 

*  Next  morning  the  fun  dried  my 

*  cloaths  betimes;  I  put  them  on,  and 
'  went  forward  to  fee  whereabouts  I 

*  was.  I  had  not  walked  very  far,  till 

*  I  found  I  was  got  upon  a  little  de- 

*  fart    ifland,    though    very   pleafanc, 
'  where  there  grew  feveral  forts  of  trees 

*  and  wild  fruits;  but  I  perceived  it 
'  was    very    far   from  the  continent, 
'  which  much  diminiflied  the  joy  I  con- 
4  ceived  for  having  efcaped  the  danger 
'  of  the  feas.     Notwithstanding,  I  re- 
«  commended  myfelf  to  God,  and  pray- 
'  ed  him  to  difpofe  of  me  according  to 
'  his  good  will  and  pleafure;  at  the 

*  fame  time  I  faw  a  velfet  coming  from 

*  the  main  land,  before  the  wind,  di- 
'  reftly  to  the  ifland.     I  doubted  not 
'  but  they  were  coming  to  anchor  there; 

*  and  being  uncertain  what  fort  of peo- 
'  pie  they  might  be,  whether  frrends  or 

*  foes,  I  thought  it  not  fafe  for  me  to 
'  be  feen;  and  got  up  into  a  very  thick 

*  tree,  from    whence  I  might    fafely 
'  view  them.     The  veffel  came  into  a 

*  little  creek,  where  ten  flaves  landed, 
'  carrying  fpades  and  other  instruments 

*  fit  for  digging  up  the  ground;  they 
'  went  towards  the  middleof  the  ifland, 
'  where  I  faw  them  ftop,  and  dig  the 
'  ground  a  long  while,  after  which  I 
'  thought  I  faw  them  lift  up  a  trap- 
'  door.     They  returned  again  to  the 
'  vefTel,  and  unladed  feveral   forts  of 
'  provifions  and  furniture,  which  they 
'  carried  to  the  place  where  they  had 

*  broken  ground,  and  fo  went  down- 
'  ward,  which  made  me  fuppofeit  was 
'  a  fubterraneous  dwelling. 

'  I  faw  them  once  more  go  to  the 
'  (hip,  and  return  foon  after  with  an 

*  old  man,  who  led  a  very  handfome 
«  young  lad  in  his  hand,  of  about  four- 


!  teen  or  fifteen  years  of  age.  They  all 
went  down  at  the  trap-door ;  and  be- 
ing come  up  again,  after  having  let 
down  the  trap-door,  and  covered  it 
over  with  earth,  they  returned  to  the 
creek  where  the  (hip  lay;  but  I  faw 
not  the  young  man  in  their  company : 
this  made  me  believe  that  he  (laid 
behind  in  the  place  under  ground,  at 
which  I  could  not  but  be  extremely 
aftoniflied. 

'  The  old  man  and  the  flaves  went 
on  board  again;  and  the  veffel  being 
got  under  fail,  fteered  it's  courfe  to- 
wards the  main  land.  When  I  per- 
ceived they  were  at  fuch  a  diftance  that 
they  could  not  fee  me,  I  came  down 
from  the  tree,  and  went  direftly  to  the 
place  where  I  had  feen  the  ground 
broken:  I  removed  the  earth  by  de- 
grees, till  I  found  a  (lone  that  was 
two  or  three  feet  fquare;  I  lifted  it 
up,  and  faw  that  it  covered  the  head 
of  the  (lairs,  which  were  alfo  of  ftone. 
I  went  down,  and  came  into  a  large 
room,  where  there  was  laid  a  foot- 
carpet,  a  couch  covered  with  tapeftry, 
and  cufliions  of  rich  fluff,  on  one 
of  which  the  young  man  fat,  with. 
a  fan  in  his  hand.  I  faw  all  this  by 
the  light  of  two  tapers,  together  with 
the  fruits  and  flower- plots  he  had 
(landing  about  him.  The  young  lad 
was  ftartled  at  the  fight  of  me  :  "but, 
to  rid  him  of  his  fear,  I  ipoke  to  him 
as  1  came  in  thus:  "  Whoever  you 
are,  Sir,  do  not  fear  any  thing;  a 
king,  and  the  fon  of  a  king,  as  I  am, 
is  not  capable  of  doing  you  any  pre- 
judice; on  the  contrary,  it  is  pro- 
bable that  your  good  deftiny  has 
brought  me  hither  to  deliver  you  out 
1  of  this  tomb,  where,  it  feems,  they 
have  buried  you  aiive,  for  reafons 
unknown  to  me.  But  that  which 
makes  me  wonder,  and  what  I  can- 
rot  conceive,  (for  you  muft  know, 
that  I  have  been  witncfs  to  all  that 
has  pafled  fince  your  coming  into 
this  ifland)  is,  that  you  fufferedyour- 
felf  to  be  buried  in  this  place  without 
any  refiftance." 


Scheherazade  broke  off  here;  and  the 
fultan  arofe,  very  impatient  to  know 
why  this  young  lad  was  thus  abandoned 
in  a  defvt  ifland;  as  to  which,  he  pro- 
mifed  himfclffittisfaftion  next  night. 

M  NIGHT 
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NIGHT    LV. 

DI NAR  ZAD  E,  perceiving  it  was 
time  to  call  upon  the  fultanefs, 
faid— *  Sifter,  if  you  are  not  afleep, 
'  pray  re-aflume  the  ftory  of  the  third 
'  calender.'  Scheherazade  gave  her  no 
occafion  to  repeat  her  requeft ;  and  went 
on  in  this  manner. 

'  The  young  man,'  continued  the 
third  calender,  *  recovered  himfelf  at 
thefe  words,  and  prayed  me,  with  a 
fmiling  countenance,  to  fit  down  by 
him;  which,  when  I  had  done,  he 
faid—"  Prince,  I  am  to  acquaint  you 
'  with  a  matter  fo  odd  in  itfelf,  that  it 
*  cannot  but  furprize  you. 

"  My  father  is  a  merchant-jeweller, 
"  who  has  acquired,  through  his  inge- 
"  nuity  in  his  profeflion,  a  great  eftate  j 
"  he  has  a  great  many  flaves,  and  alfo 
<c  deputies,  whom  he  employs  to  go  as 
"  fupercargoes  to  fea  with  his  own 
"  mips,  on  purpofe  to  maintain  thecor- 
*'  refpondence  he  has  at  feveral  courts, 
"  which  he  furnimes  with  fuch  pre- 
"  cious  ftones  as  they  want. 

"  He  had  been  married  a  long  while, 
<c  and  without  iflue,  when  he  under - 
"  ftood  by  a  dream  that  he  fhould  have 
'"  a  fon,  though  his  life  would  be  but 
"  fhort,  at  which  he  was  very  much 
"  concerned  when  he  awaked.  Some 
"  days  after,  my  mother  acquainted 
"  him  that  me  was  with  child;  and 
"  the  time  which  (he  fuppofed  to  be 
"  that  of  her  conception  agreed  exaftly 
"  with  the  day  of  his  dream.  She  was 
"  brought  to-bed  of  me  at  the  end  of 
"  nine  months,  which  occafioned  great 
"  joy  in  the  family. 

"  My  father,  who  had  obferved  the 
"  very  moment  of  my  birth,  confulted 
"  aftrologers  about  my  nativity;  who 
"  told  him — "  Your  fon  mail  live  very 
"  happily  till  the  age  of  fifteen,  when 
"  he  will  be  in  danger  of  lofing  his  life, 
"  and  hardly  be  able  to  efcape  it  :  but 
tf  if  his  good  deftiny  preferve  him  be- 
"  yond  that  time,  he  will  live  to  grow 
"  very  old.  It  will  be  then,'*  faid  they, 
tc  when  the  ftatue  of  brafs  that  (lands 
"  on  the  top  of  the  mountain  of  ada- 
"  mant  fh.^ii  be  thrown  down  into  the 
"  fta  by  Prince  Agib,  fon  of  King 
"  Cafiib;  and,  as  the  ftars  prognofti- 
"  cate,  your  fon  mall  be  killed, fifty 
*«  dajs  afterwards  by  that  prince." 


"  As  the  event  of  this  part  of  thfc 
prediction  about  the  ftatue  agreed 
exaftly  with  my  father's  dream,  it 
afflifted  him  fo  much,  that  he  was 
ftruck  to  the  very  heart  with  it.  In 
the  mean  time,  he  took  all  imagina- 
ble care  of  my  education  until  this 
prefent  year,  which  is  the  fifteenth 
of  my  age ;  and  he  had  notice  given 
him  yefterday,  that  the  ftatue  of  brafs 
had  been  thrown  into  the  lea  about 
ten  days  ago,  by  the  fame  prince  I 
told  you  of.  This  news  has  coft 
him  fo  many  tears,  and  has  alarmed 
him  fo  much,  that  he  looks  not  like 
himfelf. 

"  Upon  thefe  predictions  of  the  aftro- 
logers, he  has  fought  by  all  means 
poflibls  to  falfify  my  horofcope,  and 
to  preferve  my  life.  It  is  not  long 
fmcehe  took  the  precaution  to  build 
me  this  fubterranean  habitation  to 
hide  me  in,  till  the  expiration  of  the 
fifty  days  after  the  throwing  down 
of  the  ftatue;  and  therefore,  as  it' 
is  only  ten  days  fince  this  hap- 
pened, hecamehaftily  hither  to  hide 
me;  and  promifed,  at  the  end  of 
forty  days,  to  come  again  and  fetch 
me  out.  As  for  my  own  part,  I  am 
in  good  hopes,  and  cannot  believe 
that  Prince  Agib  will  come  to  feek 
for  me  in  a  place  under-ground,  ia 
the  midft  of  a  defart  ifland.  This, 
my  lord,  is  what  I  have  to  fay  to 
you." 

*  While  the  jeweller's  fon  was  telling 
me  this  ftory,  I  laughed  within  my- 
felf  at  thofe  aftrologers  who  had  fore- 
told that  I  fhould  take  away  his  lifej 
for  I  thought  myfelf  fo  far  from  be- 
ing likely  to  verify  what  they  faid, 
that  he  had  fcarce  done  fpeaking, 
when  I  told  him  with  great  joy- 
Dear  Sir,  put  your  confidence  in  the 
goodnefs  of  God,  and  fear  nothing}- 
you  may  confider  it  as  a  debt  you  was- 
to  pay,  but  that  you  are  acquitted 
of  it  from  this  very  hour.  lam  glad 
that,  after  my  mipwreck,  I  came  fo 
fortunately  hither  to  defend  you 
againft  all  thofe  who  would  attempts 
your  death.  I  will  not  leave  you  till 
the  forty  days  are  expired  of  which 
the  fooli/h  aftrologers  have  made  you 
apprehenfivej  and  in  the  meanwhile 
I  will  do  you  all  the  lervice  that  lies 
in  my  power:  after  which  I  ftiall 
have  the  benefit  of  getting  to  the 
main-land  in  vour  veffel,  with  leave 
"of 
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ef  of  your  father  and  yourfelf  j  and, 
«'  when  I  am  returned  into  my  king- 
"  dom,  I  mall  remember  the  obliga- 
'«  tions  I  owe  you,  and  endeavour  to 
"  demonftrate  my  acknowledgments  in 
*'  a  fuitable  manner." 

*  This  difcourfe  of  mine  encouraged 
'  the  jeweller's  fon,  and  made  him  have 
<  confidence  in  me.    I  took  care  not  to 

*  tell  him  I  was  the  very  Agib  whom  he 

*  dreaded,  left  I  fliould  put  him  into  a 

*  fright,  and  took  as  much  care  not  to 
'  give  him  any  caufe  tofufpecT:  it.  We 

*  pafled  the  time  in  feveral  difcourfes 
'  till  night  came  on.  I  found  the  young 
'  lad  of  a  ready  wit;  and  eat  with  him 
'  of  his  proviiions,  of  which  he  had 
'  enough  to  have    lafted  beyond   the 
'  forty  days,  if  he  had  even  had  more 
'  guefts  than  myfelf.  After  fupper,  we 
'  continued  fome  time  in  difcourfej  and 

*  atlaft  went  to  bed. 

<  The  next  day,  when  we  got  up,  I 
'  held  the  bafon  and  water  to  him;  1 

*  alfo  provided  dinner,  and  fet  it  on  the 
'  table  in  due  time.      After  we  had 
'  done,  I  invented  a  play  to  divert  our- 
«  felves,  not  only  for  that  day,  but  for 
'  thofe  that  followed.     I  prepared  fup- 
«  per  after  the  fame  manner  as  I  had 

*  prepared  dinner;  and  having  fupped, 
'  we  went  to  bed  as  formerly.  We  had 
«  time  enough  to  contrail  a  friendship : 
«  I  found  he  loved  me ;  and,  for  my 
'  part,  I    had  fo   great  a  refpecl:  for 
«  him,  that  I  often  faid  to  myfelf— 
"  Thofe  aftrologers  who  predicted  to 
«'  his  father  that  his  fon  fhould  die  by 
'*  my  hand  were  impoftors  ;  for  it  is 
'*  not  poffible  that  I  could  commit  fo 
"  bafe  an  aftion  \"   In  fhort,  Madam, 
«  we  fpent  thirty-nine  days  in  the  moft 
'  agreeable  manner  that  could  be  in  a 
'  place  like  that  under-ground. 

*  The  fortieth  day  appeared ;  and  in 

*  the  morning,  when  the  young  man 
«  awaked,  he  faid  to  me,  with  a  tran- 
'  fport  of  joy  that  he  could  not  re- 

*  drain — "  Prince,  this  is  the  fortieth 

day,  and  I  am  not  dead,  thanks  to 
God  and  your  good  company  !  My 
father  will  not  fail  to  be  here  this 
evening,  to  give  you  a  teftimony  of 
his  gratitude  for  it,  and  fhall  furnifli 
you  with  all  that  is  neceffary  for  your 
return  to  your  kingdom.  But  in  the 
mean  time,"  laid  he,  "  I  beg  you 
to  get  ready  fome  water  very  warm, 
to  wafh  my  whole  body  in  that  port- 
<*.  able.bagnio,  that  I  may.  clean  myfelf, 


"  and  change  my  cloaths,  to  receive 
(t  my  father  more  chearfully." 

«  I  fet  the  water  on  the  fire;  and 
when  it  was  hot,  put  it  into  the 
moveable  bagnio  :  the  youth  went  in, 
and  I  myfelf  warned  and  rubbed  him. 
At  laft  he  came  out,  and  laid  himfelf 
down  in  his  bed,  which  I  had  pre- 
pared, and  covered  him  with  his  bed- 
cloaths.  After  he  had  flept  a  while, 
he  awaked,  and  faid — "  Dear  prince, 

*  pray  do  me  the  favour  to  fetch  me  a 
'  melon  and  fome  fugar,  that  I  may 
'  eat  fome  to  refrefh  me." 

'  Out  of  feveral  melons  that  remain- 
ed I  took  the  beft,  and  laid  it  on  a 
plate;  and,  becaufe  I  could  not  find 
a  knife  to  cut  it  with,  I  afked  the 
young  man  if  he  knew  where  there 
was  one.  "  There  is  one,"  faid  he, 
upon  this  cornice  over  my  head."  I 
accordingly  faw  it  there;  and  made 
fo  much  hade  to  reach  it,  that,  while 
I  had  it  in  my  hand,  my  foot  being 
entangled  in  the  covering,  I  fell  moft 
unhappily  upon  the  young  man,  and 
the  knife  ran  inftantly  into  his  heart. 
'  At  this  fpeftacle  I  cried  out  moft 
hideoufly;  I  beat  my  head,  face,  and 
breaft;  I  tore  my  cloaths,  and  threw 
myfelf  on  the  ground  with  unfpeak- 
able  forrow  and  grief.  "  Alas!"  I 
cried,  "  there  were  only  fome  hours 

*  wanting  to  have  put  him  out  of  that 

*  danger  from  which  he  fought  fane- 
'  tuary    here;    and  when    I    myfelf 
'  thought  the  danger  paft,  then  I  be- 
1  came  his  murderer,  and  verified  the 
«  prediction!—  But,  O  Lord!"  faid  I, 

lifting  up  my  face  and  my  hands  to 
Heaven,  "  I  beg  thy  pardon  ;  and, 
'  if  I  am  guilty  of  his  death,  let  me 
"  not  live  any  longer !" 

Scheherazade,  perceiving  day,  was 
obliged  to  break  off  this  doleful  {lory. 
The  Sultan  of  the  Indies  was  moved 
with  it,  and  found  himfelf  very  uneafy 
to  think  what  would  become  of  the  ca- 
lender after  this;  and  refolved  that 
Scheherazade  fliould  not  die  that  day, 
becaufe  flie  was  the  only  perfon  who 
could  reiblvehim. 


NIGHT    LVI. 

DINARZADE  awaked  the- Ail- 
tanels  next   morning,  as   ufual. 
*  If  you  ai;e  not  afleep,  filter/  i'ai.iftje, 
Ml  *  pray 
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*  pray  tell  us  what  pafied  after  the 

*  death  of  the  young  man.'   Schehera- 
zade then  went  on  as  follows. 


'  Madam,'  continued  the  third  ca- 
lender, addrefllng  himfeif  to  Zobeide, 
after  this  misfortune  I  would  have 
embraced  death  without  any  reluc- 
tance, had  it  prefented  itfelf  to  me  : 
but  what  we  wilh  to  ourfelves,  whe- 
ther good  or  bad,  will  not  always 
happen.  Neverthelefs,  confidering 
with  myfelf  that  all  my  tears  and 
ibrrows  would  not  bring  the  young 
man  to  life  again,  and,  the  forty  days 
being  expired,  I  might  be  furprized 
by  his  father,  I  quitted  the  fubter- 
ranean  dwelling,  laid  down  the  great 
(tone  upon  the  entry  of  it,  and  covered 
it  with  earth. 

«  I  had  icarce  done,  when,  cafting 
my  eyes  upon  the  fca  towards  the 
main-land,  I  perceived  the  veflel  com- 
ing to  fetch  home  the  young  man.  I 
began  then  to  confider  what  I  had  beft 
do.  I  faid  to  myfelf-—"  If  I  am  feen 
by  the  old  man,  he  will  certainly  lay 
hold  of  me,  and  perhaps  caufe  me  to 
be  maflacred  by  his  flaves,  when  he 
has  ieen  that  his  fon  is  killed.  All 
that  I  can  alledge  to  juftify  myfelf, 
will  not  be  able  to  perfuade  him  of 
my  innocence:  it  is  better  for  me 
then  to  withdraw,  fmce  it  is  in  my 
power,  than  to  expofe  myfelf  to  his 
refentment." 

«  There  happened  to  be  near  that 
fubterranean  habitation  a  large  tree, 
with  thick  leaves,  which  I  thought  fit 
to  hide  myfelf  in.  I  got  up  to  it;  and 
was  no  fooner  fixed  in  a  place  where  I 
could  not  be  feen,  than  I  obferved  the 
veflel  come  to  the  fame  place  where 
/he  lay  the  fii  ft  time. 
«  The  old  man  and  his  flaves  landed 
immediately,  and  advanced  towards 
the  fubterranean  dwelling,  with  coun- 
tenances that  fhewed  fome  hope  ; 
but  when  they  faw  that  the  earth  had 
been  newly  removed,  they  changed 
colour,  particularly  the  old  man. 
They  lifted  up  the  ftone,  and  went 
down  :  they  called  the  young  man 
by  his  name  ;  but  he  not  anfwering, 
their  fears  increafed.  They  went 
down  to  feek  him;  and  at  length 
found  him  lying  upon  the  bed  with 
the  knife  in  his  heart,  for  I  had  not 
power  to  take  it  out.  At  this  fight, 
they  cried  out  lamentably,  which  in- 


creafed my  forrow  ;  and  the  old  man 
fell  down  in  a  fwoon.  The  fiaves,  to 
give  him  air,  brought  him  up  in  their 
arms,  and  laid  him  at  the  foot  of  ihe 
tree  where  I  was  :  but,  notwithftand- 
ing  all  the  pains  they  took  to  recover 
him,  the  unfortunate  father  continued 
a  long  while  in  that  condition,which 
made  them  often  defpair  of  his  life; 
but  at  lait,  however,  he  recovered. 
Then  the  flaves  brought  up  his  Ion's 
corpfe,  drefled  in  his  beft  apparel ;  and 
when  they  had  made  a  grave,  they 
put  him  into  it.  The  old  man,  fup- 
ported  by  two  flaves,  and  his  face  all 
covered  with  teais,  threw  the  firft 
earth  upon  him;  after  which  theflaves 
filled  up  the  grave. 
*  This  being  done,  all  the  furniture 
was  brought  up  from  under-ground, 
and,  with  the  remaining  provifions, 
put  on  board  the  veflel.  The  old 
man,  overcome  with  forrow,  and  not 
being  able  to  (land,  was  laid  upon  a 
fort  of  litter,  and  carried  to  the  fhip, 
which  put  forth  to  fea,  and  in  a- (hurt 
time  failed  quite  out  of  fight.' 


The  day-light,  which  began  to  enter 
the  fultan's  apartment,  obliged  Sche- 
herazade to  ftop  here. 

Schahriar  arofe  at  the  ufual  hour; 
and,  for  the  HI  me  reafon  as  before,  he 
prolonged  the  fultaneiVo  life,  and  left 
her  with  Binai  zade. 


NIGHT    LVII. 

THE  next  morning,   before  day, 
Dinarzade  addrefled  herfelf  to  the 
fultanefs  in  thefe  words:    'My  dear 
fifter,  if  yo'u  are  not  afleep,  be  pleafed 
to   continue   the  adventures   of  the 
third  calender.' — '  You  muft  know, 
then,  fifter,'  faid  Scheherazade, « that 
the  prince  went  on  with  the  relation 
of  his  ftory  to  Zobeide  and  the  com- 
pany as  follows.' 

'  After  the  old  man  and  his  flaves 
were  gone  with  the  veflel,  I  was  left 
alone  upon  the  ifland.  I  lay  that 
night  in  the  fubterranean  dwelling, 
which  they  had  fhutup;  and  when  the 
day  came,  I  walked  round  the  ifle, 
and  (topped  in  fuch  places  as  I  thought 
moft  proper  to  repofe  in  when  I  had 
need. 

« 1  led  this  wearifome  life  for  a  month 
«  together^ 
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together  ;  after  which  I  perceived  the 
fea  to  be  mightily  fallen,  the  ifland  to 
be  much  larger,  and  the  main-land 
feemed  to  be  drawing  nearer  to  me  : 
in  effect,  the  water  grew  fo  low,  that 
there  was  only  a  fmall  ftream  between 
me  and  the  terra  firma.  I  eafily  crofled 
it,  the  water  not  being  higher  than  the 
middle  of  my  legs.  I  marched  fo 
long  upon  the  flime  and  fands,  that 
I  grew  very  weary :  at  laft  I  got  upon 
firm  ground  ;  and,  when  at  fome  dif- 
tance  from  the  fea,  I  faw  fomething 
like  a  great  fire  a  good  way  before 
me,  which  gave  me  fome  comfort; 
for  I  faid  to  myfelf— "  I  fhall  find 
fomebody  there  perhaps,  it  not  being 
poflibie  that  this  fire  mould  kindle 
of  itfelf,"  But  when  I  came  nearer, 
I  faw  my  error;  and  found  that  what 
I  had  taken  to  be  a  fire  was  H  caftle 
of  red  copper,  which  the  beams  of  the 
fun  reprelented  at  a  diftance  a*-  if  it 
had  been  in  flames. 

*  I  flopped  near  the  caftle,  and  fat 
down  to  admire  it's  noble  ftruclure, 
and  to  reft  awhile.     I  had  not  taken 
fuch  a  full  view  of  this  magnificent 
building  as  it  deferved,  when  I  faw 
ten   handfome    young  men    coming 
along,  who  feemed  as  if  they  had 
been  taking  a  walk;   but  that  which 
rnoftfurprized  me  was,  that  they  were 
all  blind  of  the  right-eye:  they  ac- 
companied an  old  man,  who  was  very 
tall,  and  of  a  venerable  afpeft. 

*  I  could  not  but  wonder  at  the  fight 
of  fo  many  half-blind  men  all  toge- 
ther, and  every  one  of  the  fame  eye. 
As  I  was  thinking  in  my  mind  by 
whit  adventure  all  thefe  men  could 
come  together,  they  came  up  to  me, 
and  feemed  to  be  mightily  glad  to  fee 
me.  After  the  firft  compliments  were 
paffedon  eachfidc,theyenquired  what 
had  brought  me  thither:  I  told  them 
my  ftory  would  be  fomewhat  tedious; 
but,  if  they  would  take  the  trouble  to 
fit  down,   I  would  fatisfy  their  re- 
queft.     They  did  fo;   and  I  related 
to  them  all  that  had  happened  to  me 
fince  I  left  my  kingdom,  which  filled 
them  with  aftonifhment. 

'  After  I  had  ended  my  difcourfe,  the 
young  gentlemen  prayedmetogo  with 
them  into  the  caftle.  I  accepted  their 
invitation;  and  we  patted  through  a 
great  many  halls,  anti -chambers, 
bed-chambers,  and  clofets,  well  fur- 
ni'hsd;  aod  came,  at  laft,  into  a  fpa. 


cious  hall,  where  there  were  ten  fmall 
blue  fofas   let  round,   and   feparate 
from  one  another,  upon  which  they 
fat  by  day,  and  flept  by  night.     la 
the  middle  of  this  round,  there  ftood 
an  eleventh  fofa,  not  fo  h-gh  as  the 
reft,  but   of  the  fame  colour,  upon 
which  the  old  man  above  mentioned 
fat  down,  and  the  young  gentlemen 
made  ufe  of  the  other  ten;  and  as 
each  fofa  would  only  hold  one  perlon, 
one  of  the  young  men  laid  to  me — 
Comrade,  fit  down  upon  that  carpet 
in  the  middle  of  the  room,  and  do 
net  enquire  into  any  thing  that  con- 
cerns us,  nor  the  reafon  why  we  are 
all  blind  of  the  right-eye;  be  con- 
tent with  what  you  fee,  and  let  not 
your  curiofity  go  any  farther." 

*  The  old  man,  having  fat  a  while, 
rofe  up,  and  went  out;  but  he  re- 
turned in  a  minute  or  two,  brought 
in  fupper  to  thofe  ten  gentlemen,  dif- 
tributed  to  each  man  his  proportion 
by  himfelf,  and  likewife  brought  me 
mine,  which  I  eat  by  myfelf,  as  the 
reft  did;  and  when  fupper  was  al- 
moft  done,  he  prefented  to  each  of  us 
a  cup  of  wine. 

*  They  thought  my  ftory  fo  extraor- 
dinary, that  they  made  me  repeat  it 
after  fupper,  and  this  gave  occafion. 
to  difcourfes  that  lafted  a  good  part 
of  the  night.     One  of  the  gentlemen 
obiervinsf   that  it  was   late,  faid  to 
the  old  man — "  You  fee  it  is  time 

«  to  go  to  bed,  and  you  do  not  bring 
'  us  that  with  which  we  may  acquit 
'  ourfelves  of  our  duty."     At  thcfe 
words  the  old  man  arofe,  and  went 
into  a  clofet,  from  whence  he  brought 
out  upon  his  head  ten  bafuns  one  af- 
ter another,    all  covered   with  blue 
fturT,  and  fet  one  before  each  gentle- 
man, together  with  a  light. 

*  They  uncovered  their  bafons,  in 
which  there    were  afhes,  coal-duft, 
and  lamp-black;  they  mixed  all  to- 
gether,  and  rubbed   and    bedaubed 
their  faces  with  it  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  they  looked  very  frightful.  Af- 
ter having  thus  blacked  themfelves, 
they  fell  a  weeping  and  lamenting, 
beating  their  heads  and  breatts,  and 
cried  continually — "  This  is  the  fruit 

of  our  idlenefs  and  debaucheries!'* 
'  They  continued  thus  almoft  the 
whole  night;  and  when  they  left  off, 
the  old  man  brought  them  water,  with 
which  having  waflied  their  faces  and 
'  hands, 
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*  hands,  they  changed  all  their  cloaths, 

*  which  were  fpoi  led;  and  put  on  others; 

*  fo  that  they  did  not  look  in  the  leaft 

*  as  if  they  had  been  doing  fo  ftrange 
'  an  action. 

'  You  may  judge,  Madam,  how  un- 
'  eafy  I  was  all  the  while:  I  had  a  mind. 

*  a  thoufand  times  to  break,  the  filence 
'  which  thofe  younggentlemen  had  im- 
'  pofed  upon  me,  and afkqueftions;  nor 


*  was  it  poflibleformetoilecpthat  night. 
Lfter  we  got  up  next  day  we  went 


Aftt 


<  out  to  walk,  and  then  I  faid  to  them 
— "  Gentlemen,!  declare  to  yon,  that  I 
"  mutt  renounce  that  law  which  you 
"  prefcribed   to  me  laft  night,  for  I 
*'  cannot  obferve  it:  you  are  men  of 
"  fenle,  and  all  of  you   have   wit  in 
«<  abundance,  you  have  convinced  me 
"  of  it;  yet  I  havefeen  you  do  fuch  ac- 
*<  tions  as  none  but  madmen  could  be 
*'  capable  of.     Whatever  misfortune 
*'  befalls  me,  I  cannot  forbear  aflcing, 
"  Why  you  bedaubed  your  faces  with 
"  black?  How  it  comes  that  each  of 
"  you  has  but  one  eye?  Some  fingular 
'*  thing  muft  certainly  be  the  caufe  of 
"  it;  therefore  I  conjure  you  to  fatisfy 
"  my  curiofity."  To  thele  prefTmg  in- 

*  ttances  they  anfwered   nothing,  but 
'  that  it  was  none  of  my  bufmefs  to  aik 

<  fuch  queftions,  and  that  I  Should  do 

*  well  to  hold  my  peace. 

'  We  parted  that  day  upon  indiffer- 

*  ent  difcourfes,  and  when  night  was 

*  come,  and  every  man  had  flipped,  the 

*  old  man  brought  in  the  blue  bafons, 
'  and  the  young  gentlemen  bedaubed 
'  their  faces,  wept,  and  beat  themfel  ves, 
'  crying — "  This  is  the  fruit  of  our 
"  idlenefsand  debaucheries, "as before; 
'  and  continued  the  fame  actions  the 

*  following  night.     At  lalt,  not  being 
'  able  to  refift  my  curiofity,  I  earneftly 
«  prayed  them  to  fatisfy  me,  or  to  (hew 
•*  me  how  to  return  to  my  own  king- 
'  dom;  for  it  was  impoffible  for  me  to 
«  keep  them  company  any  longer,  and 
'  to  fee  every  night  fuch  an  odd  fpecla- 
'  cle  without  being  permitted  to  know 
'  thereafon. 

*  One  of  the  gentlemen  anfwered  in 

*  behalf  of  the  reft — "  Do  not  wonder 
"  at  our  conduct  with  regard  to  your- 
'*  felf,  and  that  hitherto  we  have  not 
'*  granted   your  requeft:  it  is  out  of 
•'*  mere  kindnefs,  to  prevent  your  for- 
"  row  of  being  reduced  to  the  fame 
"  condition  with  us.     If  you  have  a 
"  mind  to  try  our  unfortunate  deiliny, 


'«  you  need  but  fpeak,  and  we  will  give 
"  you  the  fatisfaaion  you  defire."     I 

*  told   them  I  was  refolved  on  it,  let 
'  come  what  would.     *«  Once  more," 

*  faidthe  fame  gentleman,  "we  advife 
*'  you  to  reftram  your  curioHty;  it  will 
"  coft  you  the  loi's  of  your  right-eye." 
— "  No  matter/' laid  I,  "  I  declare  to 
"  you,  that  if  fuch  a  misfortune  bef'al 

*  me,  J  will  not  impute  it  19  you,  but 
«  tomyfelf." 

'  He  farther  reprefented  to  me,  that 
'  when  I  had   loft  an   eye,  I   mu(i  not 

*  hope  to  ftay  with  them,  if  I  were  fo 
'  minded,  becaufe  their   number  was 
'  compleat,  and  no  addition  could  be 

*  made  to  it.   I  told  them,  thatit  would 
'  be  a  great  fatisfaclion  to  me  never  to 

*  part  from  fuch  honeft  gentlemen,  but 

*  if  there  were  necefiity  for  it,  I  was 

*  ready  to  fubmit;  and,  fearlefs  of  the 
'  confequences,  I  begged  them  togrant 
«  my  requeft. 

1  The  ten  gentlemen  perceiving  that 
'  I  was  fo  pofitive  in  my  relblution, 

*  took  a  flieep  and  killed  it,  and  after 

*  they  had  taken  off  the  Ikin,  prefent- 

*  ed    me   with   a   knife,    telling  me  it 
'  would  be  ufeful  to  me  on  a  certain  oc- 

*  cafion,  which  they  would  tell  me  of 
'  prefently.     «<   We  muft  few  you  in. 
11  to  this  (kin/1  faid  they,  "  and  then 
"  leave  you;  upon  which  a  fowl  of  a 
"  monftrous  fize,  called  a  roc,  will  ap- 
*'  pear  in  the  air;  and,  taking  you  to 
"  be  a  iheep,  will  come  down  upon 
"  you,  and  carry  you  up  to  the  very 
"  iky;  but  let  not  that  frighten  you, 
"  he  will  come  down  with  you  again, 
*'  and  lay  you  on  the  top  of  a  moun- 
"  tain.     When  you  find  yourfelf  up- 
"  on  the  ground,  cut  the  ikin  with  the 
"  knife,  and  throw  it  off.     As  foon  as 
"  the  roc  fees  you  he  will  fly  away  for 
"  fear,  and  leave  you  at  liberty;  do  not 
"  ftay,  but  walk  on  till  you  come  to  a 
"  prodigious  large  caftle,  all  covered 
"  with  plates  of  gold,  large  emeralds, 
"  and  other  precious  ftones  ;  go  up  to 
u  the  gate,  which  always  ftands  open, 
"  and  walk  in.     We  have  been  in  the 
«'  caftle  as  long  as  we  have  been  here; 
"  we  will  tell  you  nothing  of  what  we 
"  faw,  or  what  befel  us  there,  you  will 
*'  learn  it  of  yourfelf;  all  that  we  can 
«*  inform  you  is,  that  it  hath  coft  eacli 
"  of  us  our  right-eye,  and  the  penance 
"  which  you  have  been  witnefs   to  is 
"  what  we  are  obliged  to  do  becaufe 
"  we  have  betn  there.    The  hiftory  of 

<'  each 
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*'  each  of  us  in  particular  is  fo  full  of 
'*  extraordinary  adventures, that  a  large 
"  volume  would  not  contain  them. 
«'  But  we  muft  explain  ourfelves  no 
«  farther." 

Here  Scheherazade  broke  offihe  dif- 
courfe,  and  faid  to  the  Sultan  of  the  In- 
dies— «  Sir,  my  fifter  called  upon  me 

this  morning  fooner  than  ordimry; 

I  fear  I  have  wearied  your  majefty's 

patience.    .But  now  day  appears   in 

very  good  feafon,  and  commands  my 

filence.' 

Schaliriar's  curiofity  prevailed  ftill 
upon  him  to  difpenfe  with  his  cruel 
oath. 

NIGHT    LVIII. 

DINARZADE  did  not  awake  fo 
early  this  night  as  flie  did  the  hft, 
yet  (he called  upon  rhe  fultanefs  before 
day:  <  If  you  be  not  afleep,  filler,  pray 
'  continue  the  ftory  of  the  third  calen- 
«  der.' 

Scheherazade  re  fumed  it  thus,  perfon- 
ating  the  calender  in  his  difcourle  to 
Zobeide. 

'  Madam,  when  the  gentleman  had 
ended  this  difcourfe,  I  wrapt  myfelf 
in  the  (beep's  Ikin,  held  faft  the  knife 
which  was  given  me,  and  after  thofe 
young  gentlemen  had  been  at  the 
trouble  to  few  the  fkin  about  me,  they 
retired  into  the  hall,  and  left  me  on 
the  place.  The  roc  they  had  fpoke 
of  was  not  long  in  coming;  he  darted 
down  upon  me,  took  me  up  between 
his  talons,  like  a  fheep,  and  can  led 
me  up  to  the  top  of  the  mountain. 

*  When  I   found   myfelf  upon  the 
ground,  I  made  ufe  of  the  knife,  cut 
the  Ikin,  and  throwing  it  off,  the  roc 
at  the  fight  of  me  flew  away.     This 
roc  is  a  white  bird  of  a  mcnilrous  fize; 
his  (Irength  is  fuch,  that  he  can  life 
up  elephants  from  the   plains,  and 
carry  them  to  the  tops  of  mountains, 
where  he  feeds  upon  them. 

'  Being  impatient  till  I  reached  the 
caftle,  I  lolt  no  time,  but  made  fo 
much  hade,  that  I  got  thither  in  half 
a  day's  journey;  and  I  muft  fay,  that 
I  found  it  furpaffed  the  defcription 
they  had  given  me  of  it. 

*  The  gate  being  open,  I  entered  in- 
to a  court  that  was   fquare,  and  fo 
large,  that  there  were  round  it  ninety. 
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nine  gates  of  wood  of  fanders  and 
aloes,  with  one  of  gold,  without  count- 
ing thofe  of  feveral  magnificent  ftair- 
cales,  that  led  up  to  apartments  above, 
befides  many  more  which  I  could  not 
fee.     The  hundred  doors  I  fpoke  of 
opened  intogai  dens  of  (lore -houfes  full 
of  riches,  or  into  places  which  con- 
tained things  wonderful  to  be  feen. 
'  I  faw  a  door  {landing  open  juft  be- 
fore me,  through  which  I  entered  in- 
to a  large  hall,  where  I  found  forty 
young  lad  es  of  fuch  perfect  beauty, 
that  imagination  could  not  go  beyond 
it;  they  were  all  mod  fumptuoufly 
apparelled;  and  as  foon  as  they  faw 
me,  role  up,  and  without  expecting 
my  compliments,   faid  to   me,  with 
demonftrations  of  joy — "  Noble  Sir, 
'  you  are  very  welcome!"     And  one 
fpoke  to  me  in  the  name  of  the  reft, 
thus:   "  We  have  been  in  expectation 
(  a  long  while  of  fuch  a  gentleman  as 
'  you;  your  mien  allures  us  that  you 
'  are  mafter  of  all  the  good  qualities 
'  \ve  can  wifh  for;  and  we  hope  you 
'  wjlj  not  find  our  company  difagreea- 
{  ble  or  unworthy  of  yours." 

*  They  forced  me,  notwithftanding 
all  theoppolition  I  could  make,  to  fit 
down  on  a  feat  that  was  higher  than 
theirs;  and  though  I  fignified  that  I 
was  uneafy — "  That  is  your  place," 
faid  they;   "  you  are  at  prefent  our 

'  lord,  rnafter,  and  judge;  and  we  are 
'  your  flaves,  ready  to  obey  your  com- 
c  mands." 

*  Nothing  in  the  world,  Madam,  fo 
much  aftonifhed  me  as  the  pafllonand 
eagernefs  of  thofe  fair  ladies  to   do 
me  all  poflible  fervice.    One  brought 
hot  water  to  wafli  my  feetj  a  fecond 
poured   fweet-fcented  water  on   my 
hands;  fome  brought  me  all  forts  of 
neceffaries,  and   change  of  apparel; 
others    brought    in     a    magnificent 
collation  ;  and   the   reft   came  with 
glaflts  in  their  hands  to  fill  me  deli- 
cious wines;   but  all   in  good  order, 
and  in  the  moft  charming  manner  that 
could   be.     I   eat   and  drank;  after 
which  the   ladies   placed  themftlves 
about  me,  and  defired  an  account  of 
my  travels.     I  gave  them  a  full  re- 
lation of  my  adventures,  which  laft- 
ed  till  night  came  on.' 

Scheherazade  making  a  ftop  here,  her 
fifter  afked  her  the  reafon— '  Do  you  not 
1  fee    it  is   day,'  faid   the    fultanefsj 
*  wherefore 
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*  wherefore  did  you  not  call  me  foon- 
c  er?f 

The  fultan  expecting  fome  pleafant 
adventures  from  the  arrival  of  the  third 
calender  at  the  palace  of  the  forty  la- 
dies, would  not  deprive  himfelf  of  the 
pleafure  of  hearing  them,  and  therefore 
again  put  off  the  death  of  the  fultanefs. 


NIGHT    LIX. 

DINARZADE  flept  as  long  this 
night  as   (he  did   the  laft;  and 
when  it  was  almoft  day  Ihe  called  to  the 
fultanefs — '  Dear  fjfter,  if  you  be  not 
'  afleep,  pray  tell  us  what  paflfed  in  the 

*  fine  caftle  where  you  left  us  yefter- 
«  day.' — «  I  will,'  faid  Scheherazade; 
and,  addrefllng  her  fpeech  to  the  fultan, 
faid — *  Sir,  the  calender  continued  his 

*  narrative  after  this  manner/ 

'*  When  I  had  made  an  end  of  my 

*  ftory,  which  I  related  to  the  forty  la- 

*  dies,  fome  of  them  who  fat  neareft 
'  me  ftnid  to  keep  me  company,  whilft 
«  the  reft,  feeing  it  was  dark,  rofe  up  to 
«  fetch  tapers:  they  brought  a prodigi- 
'  ous   quantity,  which  made   fuch   a 

*  marvellous  light  as  if  it  had  been  day, 
«  and  they  were  fo  proportionably  dif- 
«  pofed,  that  nothing  could  be  more 

*  beautiful. 

'  Other  ladies  covered  a  table  with 
'  dry  fruits,  fweetmeats,  and  every 
'  thing  proper  to  make  the  liquor  re- 

*  lifh;  and  a  fide-board  was  fet  with 
'  feveral  forts  of  wine  and  other  15- 

*  quors.     Some  of  the  ladies  came  in 
'  with  mufical  inftruments,  and  when 

*  every  thing  was  prepared,  they  in- 
'  vited  me  to  fit  down  to  fupper.    The 
'  ladies  fat  down  with  me,  and  we  con- 
«  tinued  a  long  while  at  fupper.  They' 
«  who  were  to  play  upon  the  inftru- 
1  ments,  and  {ing,  rofe  up,  and  made  a 

*  moft  charming  concert.     The  others 

*  began  a  fort  of  ball,  and  danced  two 

*  and  two  one  after"  another,  with  a 

*  wonderful  good  grace. 

'  It  was  paft  midnight  before  thofe 

*  divertiflements  ended.  At  length  one 

*  of  the  ladies  faid  to  me — ««  You  are 
"  doubtlefs  wearied  by  the  journey  you 
"  have  made  to-day;  it  is  time  for  you 
"  to  go  to  reft;  your  lodging  is  pre- 
*'  pared:  but  before  you  depart,  make 
"  choice  of  any  of  us  you  like  beft,  to 
41  be  yoxir  bed-fellow,"  I  anfweied, 


that   I   knew   better  things  than  to 
ofrVr  to  make  my  own  choice,  fince 
they  were  all  equally  beautiful,  wit- 
ty, and  worthy  of  my  refpefts  and 
fervice,   and  that   I   would    not    be 
guilty  of  fo    much  incivility  as    to 
prefer  one  before  another. 
*  The  fame  lady  who  fpoke  tome 
before,   anfwered — "  We    are   very 
'  well  convinced  of  your  civility,  and 
c  find  you  are  afraid  to  create  a  jea- 
'  loufy   arncng   us,   vrhicli    occafions 
'  your  modefty;  but  let  not  this  hin- 
'  ider  you  :    we  affure  you,  that  the 
'  good  fortune  of  her  whom  you  chufe 
'  fhall  caufe  no  jealoufy;  for  we  are 
1  agreed  among  ouifelves,  that  every 
c  one  of  us  fhall  have  the  fame  honour 
*  till  it  go  round;  and  when  forty  days 
'  arepafled,  to  begin  again;  therefore 
(  make  your  free  choice,  and  lofe  no 
'  time  to  go  and  take  the  repofe  you 
f  ftand  in  need  of.''     I  was  obliged  to 
yield  to  their  entreaties,  and  offered 
my  hand  to  the  lady  who  fpoke  ;  (he 
in  return  gave  me  her's,  and  we  were' 
conducted  to  a  fumptuous  apartment, 
where  they  left  us;  and  then  every 
one  retired  to  her  own.' 

'  But  day  appears,  Sir,'  faid  Sche- 
herazade to  the  fultan;  <  and  your  ma- 

*  jedy,  I  hope,  will  permit  me  to  leave 

*  the  calender-prince  with  his  lady.* 
Schahriar  returned   no  anfwer,  but 

faid  to  himfelf,  as  he  got  up—'  I  muft 
«  allow  that  the  ftory  is  extraordinarily 
'  fine,  and  that  I  ihould  be  very  much 

*  in  the  wrong  not  to  hear  it  out.' 


NIGHT    LX. 

DINARZADE  did  not  fail,  about 
the  latter  end  of  the  next  night, 
to  addrefs  the  fultanefs  thus:   '  If  you 
be  not  afleep,  fitter,  pray  relate  to  us 
the  following  part  of  the  wonderful 
ftory  of  the  third  calender.'—*  Very 
willingly,*  faid  Scheherazade.     The 
prince  continued  it  thus.* 

'  I  was  fcarce  dreffed  next  morning, 
when  the  other  thirty-nine  ladies 
came  into  my  chamber,  all  in  other 
dreffes  than  they  had  the  day  before  j 
they  bid  me  good-morrow,  and  en- 
quired after  my  health;  after  which 
they  carried  me  to  a  bagnio,  where 
they  wa/hedmethemfelves;and,whe- 
<  ther 
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therT  would  or  not,  ferved  me  with 
every  thing  I  flood  in  need  of;   and 
when  I  came  out  of  the  bath,  they 
made  me  put  on  another  fuit  much 
richer  than  the  former. 
'  We  pafitd   the  whole  day  almoft 
conllantly  at  table;  and  when  it  was 
bed-time,  they  prayed   me  again  to 
make  choice  of  one  of  them  to  keep 
me  company.    In  fhort,  Madam,  not 
to  weary  you  with  repetitions,  I  muft 
tell   you,  that  I   continued  a  whoie 
year  among  thefe  forty  ladies,  and  re- 
ceived them  into  my  bed  one  after 
another;  and  during  all  the  time  of 
this  voluptuous  life,  we  met  not  with 
the  leaft  kind  of  trouble.    When  the 
year  was  expired,  I  was  ftrangely  fur- 
prized  that  thefe  forty  ladies,  inftead 
of  appearing  with  their  ufual  chear- 
fulnefs  to   enquire  how  I  did,  enter- 
ed one  morning  into  my  chamber  all 
in  tears:  they  embraced  me  with  great 
tendernefs  one  after  another,  faying 
— "  Adieu,  dear  prince,  adieu!  for  we 
mutt  leave  you."  Their  tears  affect- 
ed me;  I  prayed  them  to  tell  me  the 
reafon  of  their  grief,  and  of  the  fepa- 
ration  they  fpoke  of.     "  For  God's 
fake,  fair  ladies,"  faid  I,  "  let  me 
know  if  it  be  in  my  power  to  com- 
fort you,  or  if  my  afliflance  can  be 
any  way  ufeful  to  you.""    Inftead  of 
returning  a  direct  anfwer — "  Would 
to  God,"  /aid  they,  "  we  had  never 
feen  or  known  you!  Several  gentle- 
men  have  honoured  us  with  their 
"  company  before  you;  but  never  one 
"  of  them  had  that  comelinefs,  that 
"  fweetnefs,  that  pleafantnefs  of  hu- 
«'  mour  and  merit,  which  you  have;  we 
*l  know  not  how  to  live  without  you."1' 
'  Afterthey  had fpoken  thefe words,they 
*  began  to  weep  bitterly.     "  My  dear 
"  ladies,"  faid  I,  "  be  fo  kind  as  not 
"  to  keep  me  in  fufpenfe  any  longer: 
*'  tell  me  the  caufe  of  your  furrow?" 
— <{  Alas!"  faid  they,    "  what  other 
"  thing  could  be  capable  of  grieving 
*'  us,  but  the  neceflity  of:  parting  from 
"  you?  It  may  fo  happen,  that  we  may 
"  never  fee  you  again;  but  if  you  beib 
"  minded,  and  have  command  enough 
«'  over  yourfelf,  it  is  not  impoflible  for 
"  us  to  meet  again."— "Ladies,"  faid 
'   I,  "  I  underttand  not  your  mean- 
'*  ingi   pray  explain  yourfelves  more 
«'  clearly." 
J*  Oh,  then,"  faid  one  of  them,  tf  to 


fatisfy  you,  we  muft  acquaint  you 
that  we  are  all  princefles,  daugh- 
ters of  kings;  we  live  here  together 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  you  have  feenj 
but  at  the  end  of  every  year  we  are 
obliged  to  be  abfent  forty  days,  upon 
indifpenfible  duties,  which  we  are 
not  permitted  to  reveal;  and  after- 
wards we  return  again  to  this  cattle. 
Yefterday  was  the  laft  of  the  year, 
and  we  muft  leave  you  this  day, 
which  is  the  caufe  of  our  grief.  Be- 
fore we  depart,  we  will  give  you 
the  keys  of  every  thing,  efpecially 
thofe  belonging  to  the  hundred  doors, 
where  you  will  find  enough  to  fatis- 
fy your  curiofity,  and  to  fweeten 
your  folitude  during  our  abfence: 
but  for  your  own  welfare,  and  our 
particular  concern  in  you,  we  re- 
commend unto  you  to  forbear  open- 
ing the  golden  door,  for  if  you  do 
we  fhall  never  fee  you  again;  and 
the  fear  of  this  augments  our  grief. 
We  hope,  neverthelefs,  that  you 
will  follow  the  advice  we  give  you, 
as  you  tender  your  own  quiet,  and 
the  happinefs  of  your  life;  there- 
fore take  heed  that  you  do  not  give 
way  to  indifcreet  curiofity,  for  you 
will  do  yourfelf  a  confiderable  pre- 
judice. We  conjure  you,  therefore, 
not  to  commit  this  fault,  but  to  let 
"  us  have  the  comfort  of  finding  you 
<c  here  again  after  forty  days.  We 
"  would  willingly  carry  the  key  of  the 
"  golden  door  along  with  us;  but  that 
"  would  be  an  affront  to  a  prince  like 
"  you,  to  queftion  your  discretion  and 
"  modefty." 

Scheherazade  had  a  mind  to  go  onj 
but  fhe  faw  day  appear,  and  Hopped. 

The  fultan  being  curious  to  know 
what  the  third  calender  would  do  when 
the  forty  ladies  were  gone,  and  had  left 
him  alone  in  the  caflle,  referred  the 
heai  ing  of  it  till  next  day. 


NIGHT    LXT. 

THE    officious    Dinarzade   being 
awake  long  before  day,  called  to 
the  fultanefs — *  If  you  be  not  afleep, 
f  fitter,  confider  that  it  is  time  to  tell 
'  the  remaining  part  of  the  ttory  to  our 
*  lord  the  fultan.'     Scheherazade  ad- 
dreffing  herfeif  to  the  fultap,  i'aid— - 
N  «  Sir, 
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Sir,  your  majefly  may  be  pleafed  to 
know,  that  the  calender  puiTued  his 
(tory  thus.' 

«  Madam,'  fa  id  he,  «  this  difcourfe 
of  the  fair  princtfles  made  me  ex- 
tremely forrowful.  I  omitted  not  to 
make  them  fenfible  how  much  their 
abfence  would  afflict  me;  I  thanked 
them  for  their  good  advice,  and  af- 
fmed  them  that  I  would  follow  it,  and 
willingly  do  what  was  much  more  dif- 
ficult in  order  to  be  fo  happy  as  to 
jiafs  the  reft  of  my  days  with  ladies 
of/uch  rare  qualifications.  We  took 
leave  of  one  another  with  a  great  deal 
of  tendernefs;  and,  having  embraced 
them  all,  at  3 ail  they  departed,  and 
I  was  left  alone  in  the  caftle. 
«  Their  agreable  company,  the  good 
cheer,  the  concert  of  mufick,  and 
other  pleafures,  had  fo  much  diverted 
me  during  the  whole  year,  that  I  nei- 
ther had  time,  nor  the  leaft  defire,  to 
fee  the  wonderful  things  contained  in 
this  enchanted  palace  :  nay,  I  did 
not  fo  much  as  take  notice  of  a  thoxi- 
fand  rare  objects  that  were  every  day 
in  my  fight;  for  I  was  fo  taken  with 
the  charming  beauty  of  thofe  ladies, 
and  tock  fo  much  pleafure  in  feeing 
them  wholly  employed  to  oblige  me, 
that  their  departure  afflicted  me  very 
fenfibly;  and  though  their  abfence 
was  to  be  .only  forty  days,  it  feemed 
to  me  an  age  to  live  without  them. 

*  I   promifed   myfelf   not  to  forget 
the  important  advice  they  had  given 
me,  not  to  open  the  golden  door;  but 
as  I  was  permitted  to  fatisfy  my  cu- 
riofity  in  every  thing  elfe,  I  took  the 
fuft  of  the  keys  of  the  other  doors, 
which  were  hung  in  good  order. 

*  I  opened  the  fir  ft  door,  and  came 
into  an  orchard,  which  I  believe  the 
univerfe  could  not  equal:  J  could  not 
imagine  that  any  thing  could  furpafs 
it,  but  that  which  our  religion  pro- 
mifes  us  after  death;  the  fymmetry, 
the  neatnefs,  the  admirable  order  of 
the  trees,  the  abundance  and  diver- 
fity  of  a  thoufand  forts  of  unknown 
fruits,  and  their  fre(hnefs  and  beauty, 
ravifhed  my  fight. 

*  I  ought  not  to  forget,  Madam,  to 
acquaint  you,  that  this  delicious  or- 
chard was  watered  after  a  very  par- 
ticular manner;  there  were  channels 
fo  artificially  and  proportionably  dug, 
that  they  carried  water  in    abund- 


ance to  the  roots  of  fuch  trees  as 
wanted  it,  for  making  them  produce 
their  leaves  ar.d  flowers.  Others  car- 
ried it  to  thofe  whole  fruits  were 
budded;  fome carried  it  in  lelTer  quan- 
tities to  thofe  whofe  fruit  was  grow- 
ing bi^;  and  others  carried  only  fo 
much  as  was  jull  requifite  to  water 
thofe  whofe  fruit  had  come  to  per- 
fection, and  only  wanted  to  be  ri- 
pened. They  exceeded  the  ordinary 
fruits  of  our  gardens  very  much  in 
bignefs;  and,  laftiy,  thofe  channels 
that  watered  the  trees  whofe  fruit  was 
ripe  had  no  more  moiftnre  than  juft 
what  would  preferve  them  from  wi- 
t  her  ing. 

*  I  could   never  have  been  weary  of 
looking  at  and  admiring  fo  fweet  a 
place;  and  I  mould  never  have  left  it, 
had  I  not  conceived  a  great  idea  of 
the  other   things  which   I   had  not 
feen.     I  went    out  at  laft  with  my 
mind  filled  with  thefe  wonders:  I  fhut 
that  door,  and  opened  the  next. 

'  Inftead  of  an  orchard,  I  found  a 
flower-garden,  which  was  no  lefs  ex- 
traordinary in  it's  kind  :  it  contained 
a  fpacious  plot,  not  watered  fo  pro- 
fuiely  as  the  former,  but  with  greater 
nicenefs,  furnifhing  no  more  water 
than  juft  what  each  flower  required. 
The  rofes,jeflamines,  violets, dills,  hy- 
acinths, wind-flowers,  tulips,  crows- 
foots,  pinks,  lilies,  and  an  infinite - 
number  of  other  flowers,  which  do 
not  grow  in  other  places  but  at  cer- 
tain times,  were  there  flourishing  all 
at  once,  and  nothing  could  be  more 
delicious  than  the  fragrant  fmell  of 
this  garden. 

*  I  opened  the  third  door,  where  I 
found   a   large  volary,    paved   with 
marble  of  fcveral  fine  colours,  that 
were  not  common.     The  cage  was 
made  of  fanders,  and  wood  of  aloes  j 
it  contained  a  vaft  number  of  night- 
ingales,   goldfinches,    canary-birds, 
larks,  and  other  rare  finging-birds, 
which  I  had  never  heard  of;  and  the 
veffels  that  held  their  feed  and  water 
were  of  the  in  oft  precious  jafper  or 
agate. 

*  Befides,  this  volary  was  fo  exceed- 
ingly neat,that,conftdering  it's  extent, 
one  would  have  thought  there  could  be 
no  lefs  than  a  hundred  pei  fons  to  keep 
it   fo  clean  as  it  was;  but  all  this 
while  not  one  foul  appeared,   either 
here  or  in  the  gardens  where  I  ha4 

«  beenj 
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8  been;  and  yet  I  could  not  perceive  a 
«  weed,  or  any  fuperfluous  thing  there. 
'  The  fun  went  down,  and  I  retired, 
'  being  perfectly  charmed  with  the 

*  chirping   notes  of  the  multitude  of 
'  birds,  who  then  began  to  perch  upon 
'  fuch  places  as  were  convenient  for 

*  them  to  repofe  on  during  the  night. 
'   I  went  to  my  chamber,  refolving  to 
«  open  all  the  reft  of  the  doors  the  days 
'  following,  excepting  that  of  gold. 

'  I    failed    not    to   open   the   fourth 

*  door  next  day;  and  if  what  I  had  feen 

*  before, was  capable  offufprizitlg  me, 
«   dm  which  I  (aw  then  put  me  into  a 

*  perfect  extuiy.     I  went  into  a  large 

*  court  furrounded  with  buildings  of 
'  an  adir.SraMe   ftrufture,  the  dcfcrip- 
'  tion  of  which  I  will  pafs  by,  to  avoid 

*  prolixity. 

*  This   building  had    forty   doors, 

*  wide  open,  and  through  each  of  them 
'  there  was  an  entrance  into  a  treafury, 

*  feveral  of  which  were  of  greater  va- 

*  lue  than  the  largeft  kingdoms.     The 

*  firft  contained  heaps  of  pearls;  and, 

*  what  is  almoft  incredible,  the  number 

*  of  thofe  ftones  which  are  moft  precious, 
'  and  as  large  as   pigeons  eggs,  ex- 
'  ceeded  the  number  of  thofe  of  the  or- 
'  dinary  (ire.     In   the  fecond  treafury 
'  were  diamonds,  carbuncles,  and  ru- 
'  bies.     In  the  third  there  were  erne- 

*  raids.     In  the  fourth  there  were  in- 
'  gots  of  gold.     In  the  fifth,  money. 
'  In  the  fixth ,  ingots  of  filver.     In  the 

*  two  following  there  was  alfo  money. 
'  The  reft  contained  amethyfts,  chry- 

*  falites,    topazes,    opals,    lurquoifes, 

*  and  hyacinths,    with   all   the    other 

*  ftones  unknown  to  us;  without  men- 
'  tioning  agate,  jafpcr,  cornelian,  and 
"  coral,  of  which  there  was   a   ftore- 

*  houfe  filled  not  only  with  branches, 

*  but  whole  trees. 

*  Being  filled  with  amazement  and 

*  admiration,  I  cried   out   to   myfelf, 
'  after  having   feen   all   thefe  riches — 
*'  Now,  if  all  the  treafures  of  the  kings 
*5  of  the  univerfe  were  gathered   toge- 
*'  ther  in   one  place,  they  could    not 
*'  come  near  this:  what  good  fortune 
"  have  I  to  poffefsall  this  wealth  with 
**  fo  many  admirable  princefles  !" 

*  I   (hall  not  ftay,  Madam,  to  tell 
'  you  the  particulars  of  all  the  other 
c  rare   and  precious  things  I  faw  the 
'  days  following;  I  mall  only  tell  you> 

*  that  thirty-nine  days  afforded  me  but 
«  juft  as  much  time  as  was  neceffary  to 


open  ninety-nine  doors,  and  to  ad- 
mire all  that  prefented  itfelf  to  my 
view,  fo  that  there  was  only  ihehun- 
dredth  door  left,  the  opening  of 
which  I  was  forbid.' 

Day  began  to  appear  in  the  apart- 
ments of  the  fultan  of  the  Indies,  which 
impofed  filence  on  Scheherazade:  but 
Schahriar  was  too  much  taken  with  this 
pleafant  ftory  not  to  hear  the  remain*, 
der  of  it  next  day;  and  accordingly  he 
got  up  with  that  refolution. 


NIGHT    LXII. 

DI  N  A  R  Z  A  D  E,  who  had  as  ar- 
dent a  defire  as  Schahriar  to  hear 
what  wonderful  things  were  locked  up 
by  the  key    belonging  to   the  goldeix 
door,  called  the  fultanefs   very  early. 
If    you  be   not   afteep,    filler,    pray 
make  an  end  of  the  amazing  ftory  of 
the  third   calender." — <  He  went  on 
thus,'  laid  Scheherazade. 

*  I  was  come  to  the  fortieth  day  after 
the  departure  of  thofe  charming  prin- 
cefles,  and  had  I  but  retained  fomuch. 
power  over  myfelf  as  I  ought  to  have 
ha'd,  I  fliould  have  been  this  day  the 
happieft  of  all  mankind,  whereas  now 
I  am  the  moft:  unfortunate.  They 
were  to  return  next  day,  and  the  plea- 
fure  of  feeing  them  again  ought  to 
have  reftrained  my  curiofity;  but 
through  my  weaknefs,  which  I  fliaJL 
ever  repent,  I  yielded  to  the  tempta- 
tions of  the  evil  fpirit,  who  gave  me 
no  reft  till  I  had  thrown  myfelf  into 
thofe  misfortunes  which  I  have  fince 
undergone. 

'  I  opened  that  fatal  door,  which  I 
promifed  not  to  meddle  with;  and  had 
not  moved  my  foot  to  go  in,  when  a 
fmell  that  was  pleafant  enough,  but 
contrary  to  my  conftitution,  made  me 
faint  away:  neverthelefs,  I  came  to 
myfelf  again;  and,  inftead  of  taking 
notice  of  this  warning  to  flint  the 
door  and  forbear  fatisfying  my  cu- 
riofity, I  went  in,  after  I  had  ftcod 
fome  time  in  the  air  to  carry  off  the 
fcent,  which  did  not  incommode  me 
any  more:  I  found  a  large  place  very- 
well  vaulted,  the  pavement  was 
ftrewed  over  with  faftron;  feveral. 
*  candlefticksof  maflygold,  with  light- 
«  ed  tapers  that  fmelled  of  aloes  and 
N  a  «  ambergris, 
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ambergris,  lighted  the  place;  nnd  this 
light  was  augmented  by  lamps  of 
gold  and  (ilver,  that  burnt  wiih  oil 
made  of  feveral  forts  of  fweet  fcent- 
ed  materials. 

'  Among  a  great  many  objecls  which 
engaged  my  attention,  I  perceived  a 
black  horfe,  of  the  handfomeft  and 
belt  fliape  that  ever  was  feen.  I 
went  nearer,  the  better  to  obferve 
him,  and  found  he  hail  a  {'addle  and 
bridle  of  marTy  gold,  curioufly 
wrought.  The  one  fide  of  his  trough 
was  filled  with  clean  barley  ard  lef- 
fems,  and  the  other  with  rofe-water: 
I  took  him  by  the  bridle,  and  led 
him  forth  to  view  him  by  the  light; 

I  e;ot  on  his  back,  and  would  have 
had  him  move;  but  he  notftining,  I 
whipped  him  with  a  fwitch  that  I  had 
found  in  his  magnificent  (table;  and 
he  no  fooner  felt  the  ftroke,  than 
he  began  to  neigh  with  a  horrible 
noifej  and  extendmghis  wings,  which 
I  had  not  feen  before,  he  flew  up  with 
me  into  the  air,  quite  out  of  fight. 
I  Mien  thought  of  nothing  but  fitting 
faft;  andeonfideringthe  fear  that  had 
feized  on  me,  I  fat  very  well.  He 
afterwards  flew  down  again  towards 
the  earth;  and,  lighting  on  the  ter- 
race of  a  caftle,  without  giving  me 
any  time  to  get  off,  he  (hook  me  out 
of  the  faddle  with  fuch  force,  that 
he  made  me  fall  behind  him,  and 
with  the  end  of  his  tail  ftruck  out 
my  right-eye. 

'  Thus  I  became  blind  of  one  eye, 
and  then  began  to  remember  the  pre- 
dictions of  the  ten  young  gentlemen. 
The  horfe  flew  again  out  of  fight.  I 
got  up  very  much  troubled  at  the 
misfortune  I  had  brought  on  myfelf; 
I  walked  on  the  terrace,  covering 
my  eye  with  one  of  my  hands,  for  it 
pained  me  exceedingly,  and  then 
came  down,  and  entered  into  a  hall, 
which  I  knew  prefently  by  the  ten 
fofas  in  a  circle,  and  the  eleventh  in 
the  middle  lower  than  the  reft,  to  be 
the  fame  caftle  from  whence  I  was 
taken  away  by  the  roc. 

«  The  ten  half-blind  gentlemen  were 
not  in  the  hall  when  I  entered  it;  but 
came  foon  after,  accompanied  by  the 
old  man:  they  were  not  at  all  fur- 
prized  to  fee  me  again,  nor  at  thelofs 
of  my  eye;  but  faid — "  We  are 

forry  that  we  cannot  congratulate 

you  on  your  return  as  we  could  have 


defired;  but  we  are  not  the  caufe  of 
your  misfortune." — '«  I  mould   be 
in  the  wrong  to  accufe  you,"  faid  Ij 
for  I  have  drawn  it  on  myfelf,  and 
can  charge  the  fault  on  no  other  per- 
fon." — "  If  it  be  a  confolation  to 
the    unfortunate,'*   faid   they,  "  to 
have  fellows,  this  example  may  af- 
ford us   a  fubjeft  of  rejoicing;  all 
that  has  happened  to   you  we  have 
alfb  undergone;  we  tafted  ali  forts  of 
pleafure  during  a  whole  year  luc- 
eeffively;  and  we  would  have  conti- 
nued to  enjoy  the  fame   happiness 
Mill,  had  we  not  opened  the  golden 
door,  when  the  princelTcs  were  ab- 
fent:  you  have  been   no  wifer  than 
ourfelves,  and  have  had  likewife  the 
fame  punifhment;  we  would  gladly 
receive  you  among  us,    to  perform 
our  penance,  though  we  know  not 
how  long  it  may  continue;  but  we 
have   already    declared    the   reafons 
which    hinder  us;   therefore  depart 
from   hence,  and    go  the   court   of 
Bagdad,  where  you  fliall  meet  with 
him  who  can  deciJe  your  deftiny."" 
They  told  me  the  way  I  was  to  tra- 
vel, and  fo  I  left  them. 
*  On  the  road  I  caufed  my  beard  and 
eyebrows  to  be  fhaven,  and  took  on 
a  calender's  habit.   I  have  had  a  long 
journey,  but  at  laft  arrived  this  even- 
ing in  this  city,  where  I  met  thefe 
my  brother  calenders  at  the  gate,  who 
are  ftrangers  as  well  as  myfelf.     We 
wondered  much  at  each  other,  obferv- 
ing  that  we  were  all  three'blindof  the 
fame  eye;  but  we  had  not  Icifure  to 
difcourfe  long  of  our  common  cala- 
mities; we  had  only  fo  much  time  as 
to  come  hither,  in  order  to  implore 
thofe  favours  which   you  have  been 
generoufly  pleafed  to  grant  us.' 
The  third  calender  having  finifhed 
the  relation  of  his  adventures,  Zobeide 
addrefled  her  fpeechto  him  and  his  fel- 
low calenders  thus — '  Go  wherever  you 
'  think  fit;  you  are  all  three  at  liberty*' 
But  one  of  them  anfwered — '  Madam, 
'  we  beg  you  to  pardon  our  ctiriofity, 
'  and   permit  us  to  hear  the  ftories  of 
'  thofe  gentlemen  who  have  not  yet 
c  fpoken.'     The  lady  then  turned  to 
that  fide  where  the  caliph,  the  vizier 
Giafar,  and  Mefrour  ftood,  whom  fhc 
knew   not;  but  faid  to  them — '  It  is 
'  now  your  turns  to  tell  me  your  adven- 
'  tures;  therefore  begin.' 
The  grand  vizier  Giafar,  who  had 
always 
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always  been  the  fpokefman,  anfwered 
obeide  thus  :   '  Madam,   in  order   to 
obey  you,  we  need  only  repeat  whit 
we  have  laid  already,  before  we  en- 
tered the  houfe.     We  are  merchants 
ofMoiiifol,  who  came  to  Bagdad  in 
order  to  fell  our  merchandize  that  lies 
in  the  khan  where   we  lodge.     We 
dined  to  day  wilh  feveral  other  per- 
fons  of    our  profeffion,    at   a    mer- 
chant's houfe  of  this  city;  who,  after 
he  had   treated  us  with  choice  dain- 
ties, and   excellent   wines,    font  for 
men  and  women  dancers,  and  mu.fi- 
cians.       The  great  noife   we    made 
brought  in  the  watch,  who  arrefted 
fome  of  the  company,  and  we   had 
the  good  fortune  to  efcape:  but  it  be- 
ing already  late,  and  the  door  of  our 
khan  (hut  up,  we  knew  not  whither 
to  retire.     As  we  paffed  along   the 
•itreet,  we  happened  to  hear  mirth  at 
your  houfe,    which  made  us  deter- 
mine to  knock  at  your  gate.     This  is 
all  the  account  that  we  can  give  you, 
in  obedience  to  your  commands.' 
ZobeicSe  having  heard  this  difcouife, 
feemed  to  hefitate  on  what  Jhe  fliould 
fay;  which   the    calenders  perceiving, 
prayed  her  to  grant  the  fame  favour  to 
the  three  Mouflfjl  merchants    a^   fhe 
had  done  to  ihern.     *  Well,  t!>en,'  faid 
file,  '  I  give  my  confent,  for  you  (hall 
'  all  be  equally  obliged  to  me:  I  par- 
'  don  you  all,  provided  you  depart  im- 
'  mediately  out  of  this  houfe,  and  go 
'  whither  you  pleafe.' 

Zobeide  having  given  this  command 
in  a  tone  that  fignified  me  would  he 
obeyed,  the  caliph,  the  vizier,  Mef- 
rour,  the  three  calenders,  and  the  por- 
ter, departed,  without  faying  one  word, 
for  the  presence  of  the  feven  (laves  with 
their  weapons  kept  them  in  awe.  W!i"n 
they  were  out  of  the  houfe,  and  the 
door  (hut,  the  caliph  faid  to  the  calen- 
ders, without  making  himfelf  known 
— '  You,  gentlemen  ftrangers,  who  are 

*  newly  come  to  town,  which  way  doyou 

*  dellgn  to  go,  fince  it  is  not  yet  day  ?' 
— *  It  is  that  which  perplexes  us,  Sir,' 
faid  they.     *  Follow  us,'  replied  the 
caliph,  *  and  we  will  bring  you  out  of 
'  danger.'     After  faying  thefe  words, 
he  whifnered  to  the  vizier—*  Take  them 

along  with  you,  and  to-morrow  morn- 
ing bring  them  to  me;  I  will  caufe 
their  hi  (lory  to  be  put  in  writing,  for 
it  deferves  a  place  in  the  annals  of 
my  reign,' 


The  vizier  Giafar  took  the  three  ca « 
lenders  along  with  him;  the  pcrter 
went  to  his  quarters,  and  the  caliph 
and  Mefrour  returned  to  the  palace. 
The  caliph  went  to  bed,  but  could  not 
deep,  his  fpirits  were  ib  perplexed  by 
the  extraordinary  things  he  had  feen 
and  heard:  but,  above  all,  he  was  molt 
concerned  to  know  who  Zobeide  was} 
what  reafon  (he could  have  for  being  fu 
feveretothe  two  black  bitches,  and  why 
Amine's  bofom  was  fo  mortified.  Day 
began  to  appear  whilft  he  was  thinking 
on  thefe  things;  and  hesrofeand  went  tt> 
his  council- chamber,  where  he  ufed  to 
give  audience,  and  fat  on  his  throne. 

The  grand  vizier  came  in  a  little  af- 
ter, and  paid  his  refpecls  as  of  "ml. 
Vizier,'  faid  the  caliph,  «  the  affairs 
which  we  have  to  confider  at  prefent 
are  not  very  prefling;  thole  of  the 
three  ladies  and  the  two  black  bitches 
are  much  more  fo:  my  mind  cannot 
be  at  eafe,  till  I  be  thoroughly  fatis- 
fied  as  to  all  thofe  matters  which  have 
furprized  me  fo  much.  Go  bring 
tiiufe  ladies,  and  the  calenders  at  thfc 
fame  time;  make  hafte,  and  remem- 
ber that  I  impatiently  expe&  your 
return.' 

The  vizier,  who  knew  his  matter's 
quick  and  fiery  temper,  made  haite  to 
obey;  and  went  to  the  ladies,  to  whom 
he  communicated,  in  a  civil  way,  the 
orders  he  had  to  bring  them  before  the 
caliph,  without  taking  any  notice  of 
what  had  pafled  the  night  before  at  their 
houfe. 

The  ladies  put  on  their  veils,  ami 
went  with  the  vizier.  As  he  pafled  by 
his  own  houfe,  he  took  the  three  calen- 
ders with  h.m;  who,  in  the  meantime, 
had  got  notice  that  they  had  both  feen 
and  fpoken  with  the  caliph  without 
knowing  him.  The  vizier  brought 
them  to  the  palace  with  fb  much  dllU 
gence,  that  the  caliph  was  mightily 
plcafed  at  it.  This  prince,  that  he 
might  keep  a  good  decorum  before  all 
the  officers  of  his  court  that  were  then 
prefent,  made  thofe  ladies  be  placed 
behind  the  hanging  of  the  door  of  the 
room  that  was  next  his  bedchamber, 
and  kept  the  three  calenders  by  him§ 
wli9,  by  their  refpeftful  behaviour, 
gave  futficient  proof  that  they  were 
not  ignorant  before  whom  they  had  the 
honour  to  appear. 

When   the  ladies   were   placed,   tlie 

caliph  turned  towards  them,  and  faid— 

•  Ladies:, 
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Ladies,   when  I   fliall   acquaint  you  • 

that  I  came  laft  night  into  your  houfe 

difguifed  in  a  merchant's  habit,    it 

will  certainly  alarm  you,  and  make 

you  fear  left  you  might  have  offended 

me;  and,  perhaps,  you  believe  that 

I  have  fent  for  you  for  no  other  pur- 

pofe  than  to  (hew  fome  marks  of  my 

refentment :  but  be  not  afraid  ;  you 

may  reft  allured  that  I  have  forgot  all 

that  has  parted,  and  am  very  well  fa- 

tisfiedwith  yeur  conduct.   I  wifh  that 

all  the  ladies  of  Bagdad  had  as  much 

difcretionas  you  have  given  proof  of 

before  me.     I  fhall  always  remember 

the  moderation  you  made  ufe  of,  af- 
ter the  incivility  that  we  had  com- 
mitted. I  was  then  a  merchant  of 

Mouffol;  but  am  at  prefent  Haroun 

Alrafchid,  the  feventb  caliph  of  the 

glorious  houfe  of  Abbas,  who  holds 

the  place  of  our  great  prophet.     I 

have  only  fent  for  you  to  know  who 

you  are,  and  to  afk  you  for  what  rea- 

fon  one  of  you,  after  feverely  whip. 

ping  the  two  black  bitches,  weeped 

with  them  :  and  I  am  no  lefs  curious 

to  know  why  another  of  you  has  her 

bofom  full  of  fears?' 

Though  the  caliph  pronounced  thefc 
words  very  diftinclly,  and  were  plainly 
underftood  by  the  three  ladies,  yet  the 
vizier  Giafar,  out  of  ceremony,  repeated 
them  again. 


'  But,  Sir,*  faid  Scheherazade,  '  it 
«  is  day;  and  if  your  majefty  thinks  fit 
c  that  I  fliall  go  on  with  the  reft  of  this 
'  ftory,  you  will  be  pleafed  to  prolong 
'  my  life  till  to-morrow.' 

The  fultan  agreed  to  it,  knowing  that 
Scheherazade  would  relate  the  hiftory 
of  Zobeide,  which  he  had  an  anxious 
defire  to  hear. 
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<  T"\EAR  fifter,'  faid  Dinarzade, 
\_  J  aboutbreakof  day.  '  if  you  are 
not  afleep,  pray  tell  us  the  ftory  of 
Zobeide;  for,  doubtlefs,  that  lady 
told  it  to  the  caliph.' — '  Shecertainly 
did,'  faid  Scheherazade,  «  after  that 
prince,  by  his  difcourle,  had  encou- 
raged her  to  it:  and  it  was  in  this 
manner  that  (he  fatisfkd  his  curio- 
fitv.* 


THE   STORY  OF  ZOBEIDE. 

<  (COMMANDER  of  the  Faith- 
^  <  ful,'  faid  (he,  <  the  relation 
which  I  am  about  to  give  your  ma- 
jefty  is  one  of  the  ftrangelt  that  ever 
was  heard.  The  two  black  bitches 
and  myfelf  are  fifters  by  the  fame  fa- 
therand  mother;  and  I  fliall  acquaint 
you  by  what  ftrange  accident  they  came 
to  be  metamorphofed.  The  two  la- 
dies who  live  with  me,  and  are  now 
here,  are  alfo  my  fifters  by  the  father's 
fide,  but  by  another  mother;  flie  who 
has  the  fears  upon  her  breaft  is  named 
Amine,  the  other  Sane,  and  myfelf 
Zooeide. 

*  After  our  father's  death,  the  eftate 
that  he  left  us  was  equally  divided 
among  us  ;  and  as  foon  as 'thefe  two 
lifters  received  their  portions,    they 
went  from  me  to  live  with  their  mo- 
ther.    My  other  two  fifters  and  my- 
felf ftaid  with  our  mother,  who  was 
then  alive;  and  when   (he  died,  left 
each  of  us  a  thoufand  fequins.     As 
foon  as  we  received  our  portions,  the 
two  elder    (for  I  am  the  youngeft) 
being  married,  followed  their  htif- 
bands,  and  left  me  alone.  Some  time 
after,  my  eldeft  lifter's  hufband  fold 
all  that  he  had;  and  with  the  money, 
and  my  fifter's  portion, they  both  went 
into  Africa,  where  her  hufband,  by 
riotous  living  and  debauchery,  fpent 
it  all;  and,  finding  himfelf  reduced  to 
poverty,  found  a  pretext  for  divorc- 
ing my  fifter,  and  put  her  away. 

*  She  returned   to   this   city  ;    and, 
having  (offered  incredible  hardfhipa 
by  the  way,    came  to  me  in  fo  la- 
mentable a  condition,  that  it  would 
have  moved  the  hardeft  heart  to  com  - 
paffion.     I  received  her  with  all  the 
tendc-rnefs  fhe  could  expecl;  and,  en- 
quiring into  the  caufe  of  her  fad  con- 
dition, fhe  told  me,  with  tears,  how 
inhumanly  her  hufband  had  treated 
her.  I  was  fo  much  concerned  at  her 
misfortune,  that  it  diew  tears  from 
my  eyes.     I  put  her  into  a  bagnio, 
and  cloathed  her  with  my  own  ap- 
parel ;  and  then  fjx.ke  to  her  thus  : 

*  Sifter,  you  are  the  elder,  andlefteem 

'  you  as   my  mother.     During  your 

'  abfence,  God  has  blefledthe  portion 

'  that  fell  to  my  fhare,  and  the  ern- 

'  ploytnent  I   follow  in  feeding  and 

bringing   up   (ilk-worms.      A  flu  re 

11  your  lei  f, 
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««  yourfelf,  that  every  thing  I  have  is 
•'  at  your  fervice,  and  as  much  at  your 
«'  difpofal  as  iny  own." 

«  We  lived  very  comfortably  toge- 
«  ther  for  fome  months;  and  as  we  were 
«  one  day  difcourfing  together  about 
«  our  third  tiller,  and  wondering  we 
'  heard  no  news  of  her,  (he  came  to  us 
'  in  a  condition  equally  as  deplorable 
«  as  that  of  the  elder,  her  hufband  hav- 
«  ing  treated  her  after  the  fame  man- 
'  ner ;  and  I  received  her  likewife  with 
«  the  fame  afft£lion  I  had  done  the 

*  other. 

*  Some  time  after,  my  two  fifters,  on 

*  pretence  that  they  would  not  be  any 
'  longer  chargeable  tome,  told  me  they 

*  had  thoughts  of  marrying  again.     I 
<  anfwered  them,  that  if  their  putting 
'  me  to  expence  was  all  the  reafon,  they 
'  might  lay  thofe  thoughts  afide,  and 

*  be  very  welcome  to  ftay  with  me;  for 
«  what  I    had  would   be   fufficient  to 
(  maintain  us  all  three  fui table  to  our 
'condition.     *'   But,1'  faid  I,  "  I  ra- 
'*  ther  believe  you  have  a  mind  to  marry 
ft  again;    which,  if  you   have,   I  am 
«'  fure  it  will  very  much  furprize  me. 
"  After  the  experience  you   have  had 
"  of  the  fmall  fatisfa&ion  there  is  in 
"  wedlock,  is  it  pofiible  you  dare  ven- 
"  ture  a  fecond  time?  You  know  how 
"  rare  it  is  to  meet  with  ahufband  who 
'*  is  a  real  honed  man.     Believe  what 
'<  I  fay,  and  let  us  llay  together,  and 
'<  live  as  comfortably  as  we  can."  All 
'  my  perfuafion  was  in  vain,  they  were 
'.refolved  to  marry;   and   fo  they  did. 
'  But,  after  Tome  months  were  paffed, 
'  they  came  back  again,  and  begged 
'  my  pardon  a  thoufand  times  for  not 
'  following  my  advice.   "  You  are  our 
*{  youngeft  filler,"   faid  they,    "   and 
.".  abundantly  morewiie  than  we  ;   but 
<c  if  you  will  vouchfafe  to  receive  us 
"  once  more  into  your  houfe,   and  ac- 
"  count  us  your  flavcs,   we  will  never 
"  commit  fuch   a  fault  again.1'     My 
4   anfwer  was — "  Dear  fillers,   I   have 
"  not  altered  my  mind  with  refpeft  to 
"  you  ftnce  we  lail   parted  from  each 
<c  other;  come  again,  and  take  part  of 
**  what  I  have."  Upon  this,  I  embraced 
'  them  again;   and  we  lived  together 
'  as  we  did  formerly. 

*  We  continued  thus  a  whole  year 
«  in  perfect  love  and  tranquillity;  and, 
'  feeing  that    God    had  i-ncreafed    my 
«  little  (lock,   I   projected  a  voyage  by 

*  fea:  to  hazard  feme  what  in   trade. 


To  this  end,  I  went  with  my  two 
fifters  to  Balfora,  where  I  bought  a 
(hip  ready  fitted  for  fea,  and  loaded 
her  with  fuch  merchandize  as  I 
brought  from  Bagdad  :  we  fet  fail 
with  a  fair  wind,  and  foon  parted 
through  the  Perfian  Gulphj  and  when 
we  got  into  the  ocean,  we  fleered  our 
courfe  to  the  Indies,  and  faw  land  the 
twentieth  day.  It  was  a  very  high 
mountain,  at  the  bottom  of  which  we 
faw  a  great  town;  and  having  a  frefti 
gale,  we  foon  reached  the  harbour, 
where  we  caft  anchor. 
'  I  had  not  patience  to  ftay  till  my 
fifters  were  dreffed  to  go  along  with, 
me,  but  went  on  fhore  in  the  boat  by 
myfelf ;  and  making  direclly  to  the 
gate  of  the  town,  I  law  there  a  great 
number  of  men  upon  guard,  fome 
fitting,  and  others  (landing,  witJi ' 
battoons  in  their  hands  ;  and  they 
had  all  fuch  dreadful  countenances, 
that  I  was  frightened;  but  perceiv- 
ing they  had  no  motion,  nay,  not  fo 
much  as  with  their  eyes,  I  took  cou- 
rage, and  went  nearer,  and  then  found 
they  were  all  turned  into  floues.  I 
entered  the  town,  and  pp.lfed  through. 
the  feveral  ftreets,  where  there  flood 
every  where  men  in  various  poftures, 
but  all  unmoveable  and  petrified. 
On  that  fide  where  the  merchants 
lived,  I  found  mod  of  the  (hops  fliut; 
and  in  fuch  as  were  open  I  likewife 
found  the  people  petrified.  I  looked 
up  tothechimnies,  butfawnofmoke; 
which  made  me  conjecture  that  thofe 
within,  as  well  as  thofe  without,  were 
all  turned  into  flor.es. 
'  Being  come  into  a  vaft  fquare,  irt 
the  heart  of  the  city,  I  perceived  a 
great  gate,  covered  with  plates  of 
gold,  the  two  leaves  of  which  flood 
open,  and  a  curtain  of  filk-ftufffeemed 
to  be  drawn  before  it;  I  alfo  faw  a 
lamp  hanging  over  the  gate.  After 
I  had  well  conlklered  the  fabrick,  I 
made  no  doubt  but  it  was  the  palace 
of  the  prince  who  reigned  over  that 
country;  and  being  very  much  aflo- 
nifheu  that  I  had  not  met  with  one 
living  creature,  I  went  thither  in  hopes 
of  finding  fome.  I  entered  the  gate; 
and  was  (till  more  furprized  when  I 
faw  none  but  the  guards  in  the  porch- 
es, all  petrified  ;  fome  flanding,  foms 
fitting,  and  fome  lying. 
'  I  c rotted  over  a  large  court,  where 
'I  law  a  ibtely  building  jull  before 
'  me, 
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me,  t'.ie  windows  of  which  were  in- 
clofed  with  gates  of  niaflfy  gold  :  I 
looked  upon  it  to  be  the  queen's  apart- 
ment, and  went  into  a  large  hall, 
where  flood  feveral  black  eunuchs 
turned  into  ftone.  I  went  from  thence 
into  a  room  richly  hung  and  fumifh- 
ed,  where  I  perceived  a  lady  in  the 
lame  manner.  I  foon  knew  her  to  be 
the  queen,  by  the  crown  of  gold  that 
hung  over  her  head,  and  a  necklace  of 
pearl  about  her  neck,  each  of  them  as 
big  as  a  nut  :  I  went  up  clofe  to  her 
to  view  it,  and  never  faw  any  thing 
finer. 

*  I  ftood  fome  time,  and  admired  the 
riches  and  magnificence  of  the  room; 
but,  above  all,  the  foot-cloth,  the 
cwfhions,  and  the  fofas,  which  were 
ail  lined  with  Indian  ftuff  of  gold, 
with  pi&ures  of  men  and  beafts  in 
filver,  drawn  to  admiration.' 

Scheherazade  would  have  continued 
longer,  but  day-light  put  a  ftop  to  her 
difcourfe. 

The  fultan  was  mightily  pleafed 
with  the  ftory.  *  I  muft,'  laid  he,  as 
he  was  getting  out  of  bed,  *  know  what 

*  all  this  wonderful  petrifaction  of  men 

•  will  at  laft  come  to.' 
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DINARZADE  was  fo  extremely 
pleafed  with  the  beginning  of  this 
ftory  of  Zobeide,that  (lie  did  not  fail  to 
call  the  fultanefs  before  day.    '  If  you 

*  are  not  afleep,  fifter,'  faid  fhe,  '  pray 

*  let  us  know  whatZobeide  faw  more  in 
'  this  frrange  palace.'      Scheherazade 
anfwered — *  The   lady  continued  the 
-'  ftory  to  the  caliph  in  this  manner,' 

«  Sir,'  faid  me,  «  I  went  out  of  the 

'  chamber   where  the  petrified  queen 

'  was,  and  came  through  feveral  other 

, «  apartments  and  clofets   richly    fur- 

«  nifhed  5  and  at  laft  came  into  a  vaft 

*  large  room,  where  there  was  a  throne 

*  of  ma  fly   gold,    railed    feveral   fleps 

*  above  the  floor,  and  enriched  with 

*  large  inchafed  emeralds,   and  a  bed 
'  upon  the  throne  of  rich  ftufF,  em- 
«  broide'red  with  pearls  :  but  what  fur- 
'  prized  me  mere  than  all  the  reft,  was 

*  a  fparkling  light  which  iflued  from 

*  above   the   bed.     Being    curious    to 
«  know  from  whence  it  came,  I  mounted 


the  fteps,  and,  lifting  up  my  head,  I 
faw  a  diamond,  as  big  as  the  egg  of 
an  oftrich,  lying  upon  a  low  ftool  :  it 
was  Ib  pure,  that  I  could  not  find  the 
leaft  blemifli  in  it;  and  it  fpaikled  ib 
bright,  that  I  could  not  endure  the 
luftre  of  it  when  I  faw  it  by  day. 
'  On  each  fide  of  the  bed's-head  there1 
ftood  a  lighted  flambeau,  but  for  what 
ufe  I  could  not  comprehend  :  how- 
ever,  it  gave  me  caufe  to  imagine  that 
there  was  fome  living  creature  in  this 
place  ;  for  I  could  not  believe  that 
thefe  torches  continued  burning  of 
themfelves.  Several  other  rarities  de- 
tained  my  curiofity  in  this  room, 
which  was  ineflimable,  were  it  only 
for  the  diamond  I  mentioned. 
*  The  doors  being  ail  open,  or  but 
half  (hut,  I  furveyed  Tome  other  apart- 
meats,  which  were  as  fine  as  thofe  t 
had  already  feen.  I  looked  into  the 
offices  and  (lore-rooms,  which  were 
full  of  infinite  riches  ;  and  I  was  fo 
much  taken  with  the  light  of  all  thefe 
wonderful  things,  that  I  forgot  my- 
felf,  and  did  not  think  on  my  fhip, 
or  my  fifters  ;  my  whole  defign  was 
to  fatisfy  my  curiofity.  Mean  time, 
night  came  on,  which  put  me  in  mind 
that  it  was  time  to  retire.  I  was  for 
returning  by  the  fame  way  I  came  rn, 
but  I  could  not  find  it,  I  loft  myfelf 
among  the  apartments ;  and  finding 
I  was  come  back  again  to  the  large 
room  where  the  throne,  the  couch, 
the  large  diamond,  and  the  torches, 
ftood,  I  refolved  to  take  my  night's 
lodging  there,  and  to  depart  the  next 
morning  betimes  to  get  on  board  my 
fnip.  I  laid  myfelf  down  upon  the 
couch,  not  without  fome  dread  of  be- 
ing  alone  in  a  wild  place  j  and  this 
fear  hindered  me  from  fleeping. 
*  About  midnight  I  heard  a  voice 
like  that  of  a  man  reading  the  Al- 
coran,  after  the  fame  manner,  and  in 
the  fame  tone,  as  we  uied  to  read  it 
in  our  mofques.  Being  extremely 
glad  at  this  difcovery  I  got  up  imme- 
diately  ;  and,  taking  a  torch  in  my 
hand,  I  pafled  from  one  chamber 
to  another  on  that  fide  where  the  voice 
came  from:  I  came  totheclofet-door, 
where  I  ftood  ftill,  no  ways  doubting 
that  it  came  from  thence.  Ifetdown 
my  torch  upon  the  ground  ;  and, 
looking  through  a  window,  I  found 
it  to  be  an  oratory  :  in  (hort,  it  had, 
as  we  have  in  our  mofques,  a  niche, 
*  iheyviri£ 
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Sentiments    I    was   infpired   with  — 
'  Amiable  Sir!  dear  object  of  my  Soul* 
!  I  can   Scarce  have  patience  to  wait 
;  for  a  detail  of  the  caufe  of  all  thofe 
;  wonderful    transformations    which 
prefented  themSelves  on  my  firft  ar- 
rival ;  and,  as  my  curioihy  cannot 
be  Satisfied  too  Soon,  pray,  Sir,  Ie6 
me  knew  by  what  miracle  you  ef- 
caped  the  fate  of  So  many  unhappy 
perSons,  who  are  Seemingly  deprived 
of  their  exiftcnce?" 

Scheherazade  broke  off  here;  and  faid 
to  Schahriar — '  Perhaps  your  majefty 
'  does  not  perceive  it  is  day;  were  I  to 
*  continue  my  diScourSe  any  longer,  I 
'  fliould  abufe  your  attention/ 

The  Sultan  got  up,  refoJving  to  hear 
the  remainder  of  this  wonderful  ftory 
the  next  night. 


*  (hewing  that  towards  it  we  fliould 

*  turn  to  fay  our  prayers  ;    there  were 
'  alfo  lamps,  and  two  candierticks.with 
'  large  tapers  of  white  wax  burning. 

*  I  faw  a  little  carpet  laid  down  like 

*  thofe  on  which  we  kneel  wben  pray- 

*  ing,  and  a  comely  young  man  fat  on 

*  it  reading  the  Alcoran,  which  lay  be- 
'  fore  him  on  a  deflc,  with  great  devo- 
'  tion.  At  the  fight  of  this  I  was  tran- 

*  fported  with  admiration  ;   and  won- 

*  dered  how/  it  came  to  pafs  that  he 
'  fhould  be  the  only  living  creature  in 
'  a  town   where  all  the  people   were 
4  turned  into  (tones;  and  I  doubted  not 
'  but  there  was  fomething  in  it  very 
'  extraordinary. 

«  The  door  being  only  half-(hut,  I 

*  opened  it,  and  went  in;  and,  ftanding 

*  upright  before  the  niche,  I  faid  this 

*  prayer  aloud  :    "  Praife  be  to  God, 
"  who  has  favoured  us  with  a  happy 
*l  voyage!   And  may  he  be  gracioufly 
"  pleafed    to   protect  us  in  the  fame 
*(  manner  till  we  arrive  again  in  our 
et  own  country  !  Hear  me,  O  Lord,  and 
"  grant  my  requeft!" 

*  The  young  man,  cafting  his  eyes 
£  upon  me,  faid  —  "  My  good  lady, 
*'  pray  let  m€  know  who  you  are,  and 
"  what  has  brought  you  to  this  defolate 
"  city?  And,  in  requital,  I  will  tell 
11  you  who  I  am,  what  has  happened 
"  to  rne,  why  the  inhabitants  of  this 
"  city  are  reduced  to  the  ftate  you  fee 
*'  them  in,  and  why  I  alone  am  un- 
f:  hurt  in  the  midft  of  fuch  a  terrible 
«  difafter." 

*  I  told  him  in  a  few  words  from 
'  whence  I  came,  what  induced  me  to 
'  undertake  the  voyage,  and  of  my  fafe 

*  arriva-I  at  the  port  after  twenty  days 
'  failing.    When  I  had  done,  I  prayed 
'  him  to  perform  his  promife;  and  told 

*  him  how  much  I  was  ftruck  by  the 

*  frightful  defolation  which  I  had  feen 
4  in  all  places  as  I  came  along. 

"  My  dear  lady,"  faid  the  young 

*  man,  (t  have  patience  for  a  moment/' 
4  At  thefe  words  he  (hut  the  Alcoran, 
'  put  it  into  a  rich  cafe,  and  laid  it  in 
'  the  nich-e.    I  took  that  opportunity  to 

*  obferve  him  ;  and  perceived  fo  much 

*  good-nature  and  brainy  in  his  coua- 

*  tenance,    that  I   felt  fuch   emotions 

*  in  myfelf  as  I  had  never  experienced 

*  befpre.     He   made  me   fit  down  by 

*  him;  and,  before  he   began   his  dif- 
'  courfe,   I  could  not  forbear  faying  to 

*  him,  with  an  air  that  discovered  the 
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'  TF  you  are  not  afleep,  Sifter,'  Said 
A  Dinarzade  next  morning,  before 

it  was  day,  *  I  would  pray  you  to  re- 
Sume  the  ftory  of  Zobeide,  and  ac- 
quaint us  with  what  paffed  between 
her  and  the  young  man  whom  Ihe 
found  alive  in  the  palace  you  gave  us 
fo  fine  a  description  of/ — '  I  will  im- 
mediately fatisfy  you,'  faid  the  Sul- 

tanefs.     *  Zobeide  went  on  with  her 

'  ftory  thus.' 

"  Madam,'1  faid  the  young  man, 
'*  you  having  given  me  to  underftand 
"  that  you  have  a  knowledge  of  the 
true  God,  by  the  prayer  you  juli 
now  addrefleu  to  him,  I  will  acquaint 
you  with  a  moft  remarkable  efFe5k 
of  his  greatnefs  and  power.  You 
mud  knpw,  that  this  city  was  the 
metropolis  of  a  mighty  kingdom, 
over  which  the  king  my  father  long 
reigned:  that  prince,  his  whole  coin  r, 
the  inhabitants  of  the  city,  and  all 
his  other  Subjects,  were  magi,  wor- 
fhippers  of  fire,  and  of  Nardoun,  the 
ancient  king  of  the  giants,  who  re- 
belled againft  God. 
"  AntCthough  I  was  begotten  and 
bom  of  an  idolatrous  father  and 
mother,  I  had  the  good  fortune  ia 
my  ynuth  to  ruve  a  woman-gover- 
reSs,  who  was  a  ftri&obferver  of  the 
Mahometan  religion  :  I  had  the  AU 
cotan  by  heart,  and  underitood  the 
O  "  explanation 
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««  explanation   of   it    perfectly    well.     "  fome  cfteem  at  Bagdad,  where  I  liars 

*'  Dear  prince,"  would  (he  oftentimes     "  left  alfo  a  confiderahle  eftate;  and  I 

"  fay,  "  there  is  but  one  true  God; 

"  take  heed  that  you  do  not  acknow- 

*'  ledge  and  adore  any  other."     She 

«'  taught  me  to  read  Arabick,  and  the 

*<  book  me  gave  me  to  exercife  upon 

*'  was  the  Alcoran.  As  foon  as  I  was 

ic  capable  of  underftanding  it,  The  ex- 

"  plained  to  me  all  the  heads  of  this 

"  excellent  book,  and  infufed  piety  in- 

*'  to  my  mind,  unknown  to  my  father 

"  or  any  body  elfe.     She  happened  to 

*'  die,  but  not  before  (he  had  perfectly 

"  inftrucled  me  in  all  that  was  neceffa- 

"  ry  to  convince  me  of  the  Muffulman 

"  religion.    After  her  death  I  perfifted 

44  with  conftancy  in   the  belief  I  was 

"  in;  and  abhorred  the  falfe  god  Nar- 

"  doun,  and  the  adoration  of  fire. 

"  It  is  about  three  years  and  fome 
"  months  ago,  that  a  thundering  voice 
*'  was  heard  all  of  a  fudden  fo  diftinct- 
"  ly  through  the  whole  cityf  that  no- 
*'  body  could  be  ignorant  of  it.  The 
*'  words  were  thefe  :  "  Inhabitants, 
"  abandon  the  worfhip  of  Nardoun 
*'  and  of  fire,  and  worfhip  the  only 
"  God  that  fheweth  mercy!" 

"  This  voice  was  heard  three  years 
"  fucceflively,  but  nobody  was  con- 
"  verted:  fo  on  the  laft  day  of  the  year, 
'•  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  all 
"  the  inhabitants  in  general  were 
"  changed  in  an  inftant  into  ftone,  eve- 
*'  ry  one  in  the  fame  condition  and 
"  pofture  they  happened  to  be  then  in. 
"  The  king  my  father  had  the  fame 
"  fate,  for  he  was  metamorphofed  into 
"  a  black  ftone,  as  he  is  to  be  feen  in 
"  this  palace;  and  the  queen  my  mo. 
"  ther  had  the  like  deftiny. 

"  I  am  the  only  perfon  that  did  not 
"  fuffer  under  that  heavy  judgment, 
"  and  ever  fince  I  have  continued  to 
.  "  ferve  God  with  more  fervency  than 
"  before.  I  am  perfuaded,  dear  lady, 
"  that  he  has  font  you  hither  for  my 
*f  comfort,  for  which  I  render  him  in- 
"  finite  thanks;  for  I  muft  own  that 
**  this  folitary  life  is  very  uneafy." 

'  All  thefe  exprefiions,  and  particu- 
*  larly  the  laft,  "increafed  my  love  to 
'  him  extremely.  '«  Prince,"  f;ud  I, 
"  there  is  no  doubt  but  Providence  hath 
V  brought  me  into  your  port,  to  pre- 
*:  fent  you  with  an  opportunity  of  with- 
'*  dr-'wing  from  this  difmal  place  ;  the 
"  djip  that  1  ru:i  come  in  may  in  fome 
*'  mrafure  peiA»adf  you  that  I  am  in 


dareengageto  promife  you  fanflua- 
ry  there,  until  the  mighty  command- 
er of  the  Faithful,  who  is  vicegerent 
to  our  prophet  whom  you  acknow- 
ledge,  do   you   the  honour  that   is 
due  to  your  merit.     This  renowned 
prince  lives  at  Bagdad,  and  as  fbon 
as  he  is  informed  of  your  arrival  in 
hiscapital,  you  will  find  that  it  is  not 
in  vain  to  implore  his  afliitance.     It 
is  impofiible  you  can  ftay  any  long- 
er in  a  city  where  all  theobjecls  you 
fee  mull  renew  your  grief:  ray  vef- 
fel  is  at  your  fervice,  where  you  may 
absolutely  command    as   you    mall 
think  fit."     He  accepted  the  offer, 
and  we  difcourfed  the  remaining  part 
of  the  night  about  our  embarkment. 
'  As  foon  as  it  was  day  we  left  the 
palace,  and  went  on  board  my  fhip, 
where  we  found  my  fillers,  the  cap- 
tain, and  the  flaves,  all  very  much 
troubled  for  my  abfence.  After  I  had 
prefented  my  fifters  to  the  prince,  I 
told  them  what  had  hindered  my  re- 
turn to  the  vtflel  the  day  before,  how 
I  had  met  with  the  young  prince,  his 
ftory,  and  the  caufeof  the  defolation 
of  fo  fine  a  city. 

*  The  feamen  were  employed  feveral 
days  in  unlading  the  merchandize  I 
brought  along  with  me,  and  embark- 
ing, inftead  of  that,  all  the  precious 
things  found  in  the  palace,  as  'jewels, 
gold,  and  money.  We  left  the  furni- 
ture and  goods,  which  confined  of  an 
infinite  quantity  of  plate,  &c.  becaufe 
our  veflcl  could  not  carry  it,  for  it 
would  have  required  feveral  veflels 
more  to  carry  all  the  riches  to  Bag- 
dad that  were  in  our  option  to  take 
with  us. 

4  After  we  had  laded  the  veffel  with 
what  we  thought  fit,  we  took  fuch 
provifions  and  water  on  board  as  were 
neceffary  for  our  voyage,  for  we  had 
ftill  a  great  deal  of  thofe  provifions 
left  that  we  had  taken  in  at  Balfora; 
and  at  laft  we  let  fail  with  a  wind  as 
favourable  as  we  could  wifh.' 


Here  Scheherazade  fa\vday,and  flop- 
ped Ifcr  difcotirfe.'  * 

The  fultan  rofe  without  fpeaking  a 
word;  but  hepropofed  to  himfelf  to  hear 
the  end  of  Zobeide's  (lory,  and  the  won- 
derful delivciance  of  thi$  young  prince. 

NIGHT 
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NIGHT    LXVI. 

WHEN  the  enfuing  night  was  al- 
moft   gone,  Dinarzade  being 
impatient  to  know  the  fuccefs  of  Zo- 
beide's  voyage,  called  to  the  fultanefs — 
'  My  dear  fitter,  day  begins  to  break; 

*  for  God's  fake  continue  the  ftory  of 

*  yefter night,  and  tell  us  whether  the 
'  young  prince   and   Zobeide  arrived 
'  fafeat  Bagdad!'— '  I  will/  faid  Sche- 
herazade: '  Zobeide,  addrefling  herfelf 

*  to  the  caliph,  went  on  thus.1 


'  Sir/  faid  fhe,  '  the  young  prince, 
my  fillers,  and  myfelf,  enjoyed  our- 
felves  for  fome  time  very  agreeably: 
but,  alas!  this  good  undcrftanding 
did  not  laft  long,  for  my  fillers  grew 
jealous  of  the  fnendfhip  between  the 
prince  and  me,  and  malicioufly  afked 
me  one  day,  what  we  fhould  do  with 
him  when  we  came  to  Bagdad.  I  per- 
ceived immediately  that  they  put  this 
queftion  to  me  on  purpofe  to  difcover 
my  incli  nations  ;therefore,refolving  to 
put  it  off  with  a  jeft,  I  anfwered  them 
-"  I  will  take  him  for  my  hufband:" 
and  upon  that,  turning  myfelf  to  the 
prince — "  Sir,  I  humbly  beg  of  you 
to  give  your  confent;  for,  as  foon  as 
we  come  to  Bagdad,  I  defign  to  offer 
you  my  perfon,  to  be  your  flave,  to 
do  you  all  the  fervice  that  is  in  my 
power,  and  to  refign  myfelf  wholly 
to  your  commands." 
*  The  prince  anfwered — "  I  know 
not,  Madam,  whether  you  be  in  jeft 
or  not;  but,  for  my  own  part,  I  feri- 
oufly  declare,  before  thefe  ladies 
your  fitters,  that  from  this  moment 
I  heartily  accept  your  offer,  not  with 
any  intention  to  have  you  as  a  flave, 
but  as  my  lady  ami  miftrefs;  nor  will 
,.I  pretend  to  have  any  power  over 
your  aftions."  At  thefe  words  my 
fifters  changed  colour,  and  I  foon  per- 
ceived that  they  did  not  love  me  as  for- 
merly. 

'We  were  come  IntothePerfianGulph, 
and  not  far  from  Balfora,  where  I 
hoped,  confidering  the  fair  wind,  we 
might  have  arrived  the  day  following ; 
but  in  the  night,  when  I  was  afleep, 
my  fifters  watched  their  time,  and 
threw  me  overboard.  They  did  the 
fame  to  the  prince, who  was  drowned. 
I  fwam  fome  minutes  on  the  water; 
but  by  good  fortune,  or  rather  mira- 
cle, J  felt  ground,  I  went  towards  a 


black  place,  that,  by  what  I  could  dif- 
cern  in  the  dark,  feemed  to  be  land, 
and  was  actually  a  flat  on  the  cQaft; 
which,  when  day  came,  I  found  to  be 
a  defart  ifland,  lying  about  twenty 
miles  from  Balfora.  I  foon  dried  my 
cloaths  in  the  fun;  and  as  I  walked 
along,  I  found  feveral  forts  of  fruit, 
and  likewife  frefh  water,  which  gave 
me  fome  hopes  of  preferving  my  life. 

*  I  laid  myfelf  down  in  a  fhade;  and 
foon  after  I  faw  a  winged  ferpent, 
very  large  and  long,  coming  towards 
me,  wriggling  to  the  right  and  to  the 
left,   and    hanging  out  it's  tongue, 
which  made  me  think  it  had  got  fome 
hurt.  I  arofe,and  faw  a  larger  one  fol  - 
lowing  it,  holding  it  by  the  tail,  and 
endeavouring  to  devour   it:   I    took 
compafRon  on  the  devoted  creature; 
and,  in  (lead  of  flying  away,  had  the 
boldnefs  and  courage  to  take  up  a 
ftone  that  by  chance  lay  by  me,  and 
throw  it  at  the  great  ferpent  with  all 
my    ftrength,    which   I    hit  on    the 
head,  and  killed.    The  other,  finding 
itfelf  at  liberty,  took  to  it's  wings, 
and  flew  away:  I  looked  a  long  while 
after  it  in  the  air,  as  being  an  ex- 
traordinary thing;  but  it  flew  out  of 
fight,  and  I  lay  down  again  in  ano- 
ther place  in  the  fhade,  and  fell  afleep. 

*  When  I  awaked,  judge  how  I  was 
furprized  to  fee  a  black  woman  by  me, 
of  a  lively  and  agreeable  complexion, 
who  held  two  bitches  tied  togethej  in 
her  hand,  of  the  fame  colour.     I  fat 
up,  and  afked  her  who  fhe  was.    "  J 

am,"  faid  fhe,  "  the  ferpent  whom 
you  delivered  not  long  fince  from  it's 
mortal  enemy.  I  knew  not  how  to 
acknowledge  the  great  kindnefs  you 
did  me,  but  by  doing  what  I  have 
done.  I  knew  the  treachery  of  your 
fifters;  and  to  revenge  you  on  them, 
as  foon  as  I  was  let  at  liberty  by 
your  generous  affiftance,  1  called  fe- 
veral of  my  companions  together, 
fairies  like  myfelf;  we  carried  all  the 
lading  that  was  in  your  vefTel  into 
your  ftore-houfes  at  Bagdad,  and  af- 
terwards funk  it. 

"  Thefe  two  black  bitches  are  your 
fifters,  whom  I  have  transformed  in- 
to this  fhape:  but  this  punifhment  is 
not  fufficient;  for  I  will  have  you 
treat  them  in  fuch  a  manner  as  1  fhall 


'  At  thefe  words  the  fairy  held  m« 

fa(t  under  one  of  her  arms,  and  the 

two  bitches  in  the  other,  and  carried 

0  ?.  «  me 
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me  to  my  houfe  in  Bagdad,  where  I 
found  all  the  riches  which  were  put 
onboard  my  veffel  in  my  ftore-boufes. 
Before  flic  left  me,  fhe  delivered  me 
the  two  bitches;  and  faid  to  me — "  If 
you  will  not  be  changed  into  a  bitch, 
as  your  filters  are,  I  order  you,  in  the 
name  of  him  who  governs  the  fea,  to 
give  each  of  them  every  night  one 
hundred    lafties   with    a   rod,  as   a 
punifhment  for  the  crime  they  have 
committed  againft  your  perfon,  and 
the  young  prince,  whom  they  drown- 
ed."    I  was  forced  to  promife  that 
I  would  obey  her  order.     Since  that 
time    I    have    whipped   them   every 
night,   though  with  regret,  whereof 
your  majefty  has  been  a  witnefs.     I 
give  evidence  by  my  tears  with  how 
much  for  row  and  relu&ance  I  per- 
form  this   cruel   duty;  and  in    this 
your  majefty  may  fee  I  am  more  to 
be  pitied  Than  blamed.     If  there  be 
any  thing  elfe,with  relation  to  myfelf, 
that  you  delire  to  be  informed  of,  my 
fifter  Amine  will  give   you  the  full 
difcovei  y  of  it  by  the  relation  of  her 
ftory.' 

After  the  caliph  had  heard  Zobeide 
with  a  great  deal  of  aftonifbment,  he 
defired  his  grand  vizier  to  pray  fair  A- 
mine  to  acquaint  him  wherefore  her 
breaft  was  marked  with  fo  many  fears. 

*  But,  Sir,'  faid  Scheherazade,  '  it 
'  is  day;  and  I  dare  not  detain  your 
'  m.ajefty  any  longer.' 

Schahrrar,  being  perfuaded  that  the 
ftory  which  Scheherazade  was  to  relate, 
would  explain  the  former,  faid  tohim- 
ielf— '  I  muft  have  the  pleslWeof  hear- 
*  ing  this  ftory  out:'  upon  which  he 
aroie,  and  refolved  that  Scheherazade 
fliould  live  one  day  longer. 
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DTNARZADE  was  in  a  Jong- 
ing  condition  to  hear  the  ftory  of 
Amine,  and  therefore  awaked  the  ful- 
tanefs  a  long  white  before  day,   faying 
— *  Dear  fifter,  pray  let  us  know  why 

*  fair  Amine  had  her  breaft  fo  covered 

*  with  fears.' — '  I  confent  to  it,'  faid 
Scheherazade;  '  and  that  no  time  may 
«  be  ioft,   you   muft  know  that  Amine 

*  addreiTed   herlelf  to   the  caliph,  nnd 

*  began  her  ftory  after  this  wanner.' 


THE  STORY  OF  AMINE. 
«  /COMMANDER  of  the  Faith- 
^  «  ful,'  faid  (he,  «  to  avoid  repeat- 
ing what  your  maj-efty  has  already 
heard  by  my  fitter's  ftory,  I  fhall  on- 
ly add,  that  after  my  mother  had  tak- 
en a  houfe  for  herfelf,  to  live  in  dur- 
ing her  widowhood,  fhe  gave  me  in 
marriage,  with  the  portion  my  father 
left  me,  to  a  gentleman  that  had  one 
of  the  beft  eftates  in  this  city. 
*  1  had  fcarce  been  a  year  married" 
when  I  became  a  widow,  and  was  left 
in  pofTcfllon  of  all  my  hufband'a 
eftate,  which  amounted  to  ninety 
thoufand  fequins.  The  intereft  of  this 
money  was  fufficient  to  maintain  me 
very  honourably.  In  the  mean  time, 
when  my  firft  fix  months  mourning 
was  over,  I  caufed  ten  fuits  of  very 
rich  cloaths  to  be  made  me,  fo  that 
each  fuit  came  to  a  thoufand  fequins ; 
and  when  the  year  was  paffcd,  I  be- 
gan to  wear  them. 

"4  One  day,  as  I  was  alone,  and  biify 
abont  my  private  affairs,  I  was  in- 
formed that   a  lady  defired   immedi- 
ately to  fpeak  to  me.     I  ordered  her 
to  be  introduced.     She  was  a  perfon 
well  ftricken  in  years;  fhe  fainted  me 
by  kifting  the  ground ;  and  faid  to  me, 
kneeling — «*    I>ear   lady,    pray    ex- 
'•   cnfe  the  freedom  I  take  in  troubling 
'  you;  the  confidence  I  have  in  your 
'  charity  makes  me  thus  bold.    I  muft 
1  acquaint  your  ladyfhip,  that  I  have  a 
'  daughter,  an  orphan,  who  is  to  be 
"  married  this  day.  Berng  both  ftran- 
**  g*rs,  we  have  no  acquaintances;  and 
'«  therefore,  moH  beautiful  lady,  if  you 
"  will  vonchfafe  to  honour  the  wed- 
"  ding  with  your  prefence,  we  (hall  be 
<f  infinitely  obliged  to  you;   as  the  la- 
*'  dies  of  your  country  will  know  that 
"  we  are  not  looked  upon  here  as  def- 
«'  picable  wretches,  when  they  come  to 
"  underiland  that  a  lady  of  your  qua- 
•'  lity  did  us  fo  great  an  honour.    But, 
"  alas,  Madam!  if  you  refufe  this  re- 
"  queft,   we   ftall   be    difgraced;    and 
"  dare  not  addrefs   ourfelves   to  any 
'*  other  perfon." 

*  This  poor  woman's  difcourfe,  mix- 
ed with  tears,  moved  my  companion. 
Good  woman,"  faid  I,  '*  do  not  af- 
flift  yourfelf;  I  am  willing  to  grant 
you  the  favour  ywu  defire:  tell  me 
what  place  I  muft  come  to,  and  I 
"  wili 
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*c  will  meet  you  as  foon  as  I  am  dref- 
"  fed."     The  old  woman  was  fo  tran- 

*  fported  with  joy  at  my  anfwer,  that 
'  (lie  killed  my  feet,  without  my  being 
'  able  to  hinder  her.   "  Good  charitable 
"  lady,"  faid  (he,    rifing  up,  "  God 
"  will  reward  the  kindnefs   you    have 
*'  (hewed  to  your  fervants,  and  make 
"   your  heart    as   joyful   as  you    have 
"   made  theirs!     It  is  too   foon  yet   to 
"  give  yourfelf  that  trouble;  it  will  be 
t(  time  enough  when  I  come  to  call  you 
"   in  theevening.  So farewel, Madam," 
'  faid  (he,  "  till  I  have  the  honour  to 
"  fee  you  again." 

'  As  foon  as   (he  was  gone,  I  took 

*  the  fuit  I  liked  beft,  with  a  necklace 
'  of  large  pearl,  bracelets,  pendents  in 
'  my  ears,  and  rings  fet  with  the  fineft 

*  and    moft   fparkling   diamonds;  for 

*  my  mind  prefaged  what  would  befal 
'.  me. 

*   When  night  drew  on,  the  old  wo- 
'  man  came  to  call  me,  with  a  counte- 

*  nance    full    of  joy;    Ihe    kiffed    my 

*  hands,  and    laid — "  My  dear  lady, 
"   the  relations  of  my  fon-in-law,  who 
"  are  the  principal  ladies  of  the  town, 
"  are  now  met  together;  you  may  come 

when  you  pleafe,  I  am  ready  to  wait 
on  you."  We  went  immediately, 
(he  going  before,  and  I  following  her 
with  a  good  number  of  my  maids 
and  (laves  very  well  drefll'd:  we  (top- 
ped in  a  large  (Ireet,  newly  fwept  and 
watered,  at  a  large  gate  with  a  Ian- 
thorn  before  it,  by  the  light  of  which 
I  could  read  this  infcription  over  the 
gate  in  golden  letters:  "  Here  is  the 
abode  of  everlafting  plea  fares  and 
content."  The  old  woman  knock- 
ed, and  the  gate  was  opened  imme- 
diately. 

'  They  brought  me  to  the  lower  enj 

of  the  court,  into  a  large  hall,  where 

I  was    received   by  a  young  lady  of 

admirable  beauty  -.  ihe  came  up  to  me, 

and,  after  having  embraced  me,  made 

me  (it  down  by  her  on  a  lofa,  where 

there  was  a  throne  of  precious  wood, 

befet   with    diamonds:    "  Madam," 

faid  (lie,  "  you  are  brought  hither  to 

aflilt  at  a  wedding;  but  I  hope  this 

"  marriage  will  prove  o'.iiei  wile  than 

"   what  you  have  expecled.      I  have  a 

"  brother,  one  of  the  liandfomelt  men 

"  in  the  world;  he  has  fallen  fo  much 

'*  in  love  with  the  fame  of  your  heau- 

*'  ty,  that  his  fate  depends  wholly  on 

«'  you,  and  will  be  the  uuhappicil  of 


men  if  you  do  not  take  pity  on  him. 
He  knows  your  quality;  and,  I  can 
affure  you,  he  is  in  no  wife  un- 
worthy  of  your  alliance.  If  mv 

*  prayers,  Madam,  can  prevail,  I  (hall 
join  them  wirh  his,  a.-.d  humbly  be<^- 

'   you  will  not  refufe  the  offer  of  bein^ 
his  wife," 

*  After  the  death  of  my  hufbmcl,  I 
had  no  tliought  of  marry  ing  again;  but 
I  hnd  no  power  to  rrfufe  the  offer  nu^it} 
by  fo  charming  a  lady.  As  foon  as! 
had  given  conferjt  by  filence,  accom- 
panicd  with  a  bluih,  the  young  lady 
clapped  her  hands,  and  immediately 
a  clofet-door  opened,  out  of  which 
came  a  young  man  of  a  rriajefticic  air, 
and  fo  graceful  a  behaviour,  that  I 
thought  inyfelf  happy  to  have  made 
fo  great  a  conqucft.  He  fat  down  by 
me;  and  by  the  difcourfe  we  lind  to- 
gether,  I  found  that  his  merits  far 
exceeded  the  account  his  lifter  had 
given  me  of  him. 

4  When  (he  faw  that  we  were  fatis- 
fied  with  each  other,  (hecbpped  her 
hands  a  fecond  time,  and  out  came 
a  cadis,  or  fcrivtner,  who  wrote  our 
contract  of  marriage,  figned  it  him- 
felf,  and  caufed  it  to  be  atreltec!  by 
fjur  witn'elVes  he  brought  along  with 
him.  The  only  thing  that  my  new 
(poufe  made  me  promife  was,  that  I 
(hould  not  be  feen  by  nor  fpeak  with 
any  other  man  but  himfelf;  and  he 
vowed  to  me,  upon  that  condition, 
that  1  fliould  have  no  reafon  to  com- 
plain  of  him.  Our  marriage  was. 

'  concluded  and  finiihed  after  this  man-.. 

'  ner;  (o  I  became  the  principal  a6trcfs 

'  of  a  wedding,  whereunto  I  was  only 
invited  as  a  gueft. 
'  After  we  had  been  married  a  month, 

'  I  hati  occafion  for  fome  ftufFs;   I  a(k- 

*  ed  my  hti(band's  leave  to  go  out  and. 
'  buy  them,  which  he  granted;  and  I 
'  took  th^t  old  woman  along  wirh  ine 
'   of  whom  I    fpoke  before,   (lie   being 
'  one  of  the  family,  and  two  of  my  own 
«   female  (laves. 

'   When  we  came  to  the  ftreet  where 

*  the  merchants  dwell,  the  old  woman 
'  faid  to   me — •'  Dear  miftrefs,  fince 
"  you  want   fjlk  (tuffs,  I   muft  carry 
"  you  to  a  young  merchant  of  my  ac- 
*'  quaintance;  he  has  of  all  forts,  and 
*'   it  will  prevent  your  wearying  your- 
"   felf  by  going  from  one  fliop  to  ano- 
"   ther.     I  can   aifure   you   that  he  is 
41  a,blc  to  furnjfh  ygu  with  that  which 

*'  ^obod.y 
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,<  nobody  elfe  can."     I  was  eafily  per- 

t  fuaded;  and  we  entered  into  a  fhopbe- 

t  longing  to  a  young  merchant,  a  man 

likely  enough.     I  fat  down,  and  bid 

the  old  woman  defire  him  to  Ihe^w  me 

«  the  fineft  filk  (luffs  he  had.    The  wo- 

«  man  bid  me  fpeak  mylelf;  but  I  told 

*  her  it  was  one  of  the  articles  of  my 
«  marriage-contract   not    to   fpeak   to 
'  any  man  but  my  hufband,  which  I 

*  ought  to  keep. 

'  The  merchant  fhewed  me  feveral 
«  fluffs,  of  which  one  p leafed  me  bet- 
«  ter  than  the  reft:  I  bid  her  aflc  the 

*  price.     He  anfwered  the  old   woman 
— "  I  will  not  fell  it  for  gold  or  mo- 
**  ney,  but  I  will  make  her  a  prefent  of 
*'  it,  if  fhe  will  give  me  leave  to  kifs 
"  her  cheek."     I  bid  the  old  woman 

*  tell  him  that  he  was  very  rude  to  pro- 
'  pofe  fuch  a  thing.     But  in  (lead   of 
«  obeying  me,  fhe  "laid — "  What  the 
"  merchant  dcfires  of  you  is  no  fuch 
"  great  matter;  you  need   not  fpeak, 
"  but  only  prefent  him   your  cheek, 
"  and  the  bufmefs  will  foon  be  done." 
'  The  ftuff  pleafed  me  fo  much,  that  I 
'  -was  foolifh  enough  to  take  her  ad- 

*  vice.     The  old  woman  and  my  flaves 
'  ftood  up,  that  nobody  fhould  fee,  and 

*  I  put  up  my  veil;  but  inflead  of  akifs, 
'  the  merchant  bit  me  till  the  blood 

*  came. 

*  The  pain  and  furprize  was  fo  great, 
'  that  I  fell  down  in  a  fwoon,  and  oon- 
1  tinned  in  it  fo  long,  that  the  merchant 
'  had  time  to  fhut  up  his  (hop,  and 

*  retreat.     When  I  came  to  myfelf,   I 

*  found  my  cheek  all  bloody:  the  old 

*  woman  and  my  flaves  took  care  fo  to 
'  cover  it  with  my  veil,  that  the  people 

*  who  came  about  us  could  not  perceive 
f  it,  but  fuppofed  it  to  be  only  a  faint- 

*  ing-fit. 

Scheherazade,  as  fhe  fpoke  thefe 
words,  perceived  day,  and  held  her 
peace. 

The  fultan,  finding  the  relation  very 
extraordinary  and  pleafant,  rofe  up, 
with  a  defign  to  hear  the  reft  of  it. 


NIGHT    LXVIII. 

WHEN  the  next  night  was  nenr 
an  end,  Dinruzadeawaked,  and 
called  to  the  fulunefs — *  If  you  plejie, 
*  filter,  j>ray  continue  the  itory  of  A/- 


*  mine. 'Scheherazadeanfwered— •<  The 
«  lady  refurr.ed  it  thus.' 


'  The  old  woman  who  was  with  me 
being  extremely  troubled  at  this  ac- 
cident, endeavoured  to  comfort  me. 
'  My  dear  miflrefs,"  faid  fhe,  "  I  beg 

*  your  pardon,    for  I   amthecaufeof 
'  this  misfortune,  having  brought  you 
'  to  this   merchant   becaufe  he  is  my 
'  countryman;  for  1  never  thought  he 
1   would  have  been  guilty  of  fo  vil- 
4  lainous  an  action.  But  do  not  grieve; 
'  let  us  make  hatle  to  go  home;  I  will 
'  give  you  a  medicine  that  (hall  fo  per- 

'  feclly  cure  you  in  three  days  time, 
c  that  not  the  lead  mark  will  be  feen." 
The  fit  made  me  fo  weak,  that  I  was 
fcarce  able  to  walk;  but  at  lafl  I  got 
home,  where  I  had  a  fecond  one  as  I 
went  into  my  chamber.  Meanwhile, 
the  old  woman  applied  her  remedy, 
fo  that  I  came  to  myfelf,  and  went 
to  bed. 

'  My  hufband  came  to  me  at  night; 
and  feeing  my  head  bound  up,  afked 
me  the  reafon.     I  told  him  I  had  the 
head-ache,  and  hoped   he  would  en- 
quire no  farther; but  he  took  a  candle, 
and  faw  my  cheek  was  hurt.   "  How 
came  this  wound  ?"  faid  he;     And, 
though    I  was    not  very    guilty,    I 
could  net  think  of  owning  the  truth  ; 
befides,   to   make  fuch   confefiion  to 
a  hufoand,   I  thought  was  fomewhat 
indecent;  therefore  I  told  him — "  As 
I  was  going  to  feek  for  the  fluff  you 
'<  gave  me  leave  to  buy,  a  porter,  car- 
"  ryinga  load  of  wood,  came  fo  clofe 
"  by  me  as  I  went  through  a  narrow 
'  fireet,  thnt  one  of  the  flicks  gave  me  a' 
'  rub  on  my  cheek;  but  it  is  not  much 
'  hurt."     This  put  my  hufband  into 
fuch    a   paffion,    that    he    vowed   it 
fhould  not  go  unpunifhedj  "  For  I* 

*  will    to-morrow,''  faid    he,  '«  give 
'   orders  to  the  lieutenant  of  the  po- 
'  lice  to  feize  upon  all  thole  brutes  of 
1  porters,  and  cav.fe  them  to  be  hang- 
'  td."     Being  afraid   to  occafion  the 

death  of  fo  many  innocent  perfons, 

I  faid  to  him—4'  Sir,  I  fhould  be 

'  forry  «hat  fo  great  a  piece  of  injuflice 

*  fhould  be  committed.     Pray    do   it 
'   not;  for  I  fhould  judge  myfelf  un- 
1   pardonable  if  I  were   the  caufe   of 
'    ib    much    mifrhief." — "   Then   tell 
1   me  fmcerelv,"  faid  he,  "  how  yotj 
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*'*  came  by  this  wound."     I  anfwered, 
'   that  it  came  through  the  inadvertency 

*  of  a  broom  feller  upon  an  afs,  who, 

*  coming  behind  me,  and  looking  ano- 

*  ther  way,  his  afs  gave  me  fuch  a  pufh, 

*  that  I  fell  down,  and  hurt  my  cheek 
'  upon  fome  glafs.     "  Is  it  fo  ?''   faid 
'  my    hufband:    "   Then    to-morrow 
"  morning, before  fun-rifing,thegrand 
"  vizier  Giafar  (hall  have  an  account 
"  of  this  infolence,  and  he  (hall  caufe 
««  all  the  broom -fellers  to  be  put  to 
"  death/'  —  "  For  the  love  of  God, 
"  Sir,"  faid  I,  "  let  me  beg  of  you  to 
"  pardon  them,  for  they  are  not  guilty!" 
— "  How,  Madam!"  faid  he,  "  what 
**  is  it  I  muft  believe?  Speak  !  for  I 
"  am  refolved  to  know  the  truth  from 
41  your  own  mouth  !"——"  Sir,"  faid  I, 
«  I  was  taken  with  a  giddinefs,  and 

'  fell  down  ;  and  that  is  the  real  truth 

*  of  the  matter." 

*  At  thefe  laft  words  my  hufband 
loft  all  patience.     "  Oh!"  cried  he, 

*  I  have  given  ear  to  your  lyes  too 
'  long  !"    He  then  clapped  his  hands, 

and  immediately  three  flaves  came  in. 
«  Pull  her  out  of  bed,"  faid  he,  "  and 
'  lay  heron  the  middle  of  the  floor." 
They  obeyed  his  orders,  one  holding 
me  by  the  head,  and  another  by  the 
feet;  he  then  commanded  the  third  to 
fetch  him  a  fcymetar,  who  foon  re- 
turning—  "  Strike!"  faid  he;  "cut 
'  her  immediately   in  two,  and  then 
'  throw  her  into  the  Tygris  to  feed  the 
'  fifties!   This  is  the  punifhment  lin- 
1  flift  on  thofe  to  whom  I  have  given 
my  heart,  if  they  falfify  their  pro- 
"  mile!"     When  he  faw  that  the  flave 

*  made  no  haile  to  obey  his  orders— 
*'   Why  do  you  not   ftrike?"  faid  he. 
«« .  Who  is  it  that  holds  you  ?  What  art 
*'   thou  waiting  for  ?" 

"  Madam ,"  then  faid  the  flave,  "  you 
"  are  near  the  laft  moment  of  your  life; 
"  confider,  therefore,  if  you  have  any 
"  thing  to  difpofe  of  before  you  die." 

*  I  begged  leave  to  fpeak  one  word, 
'  which  was  granted  me.     I  lifted  up 
'  my  head  ;  and,  looking  wifhfully  at 
«  my  hufband—"  Alas  !"  faid  I,  "  to 
"  what  condition  am  I  reduced  !  Muft 
*'  I  then  die  in  the  prime  of  my  youth?" 

*  I  could  fay  no  more,  for  my  tears  and 
'  fighs  prevented   me.      My   hufband 
'  was  not  at  all  moved  ;  but,  on  the 

*  contrary,  went  on  to  reproach  me ; 
'  fo  that  to  have  made  anfwer  would 
'  have  been  in  vain,    I  had  recourfe  to 


entreaties  and   prayers  ;  but  he  had 

no  regard  to  them,  and  commanded 

the  llaves  to   proceed  to  execution. 

The  old  woman,  who  had  been  his 

nurfe,  came  in  juft  at  that  moment, 

fell  down  on  her  knees,  and  endea- 

voured to  appeafe  his  wrath.     "  My 

«  fon,"  faid  the,  "  fince  I  have  been 

'  your  nurfe,  and  brought  you  up,  let 

"  me  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  grant 

"  me  her  life  ;  confider,  that  he  who 

"  kills   (hall  be  killed,  and  that  you 

"  will  ftain  your  reputation,  and  lofe 

"  the  efteem  of  mankind.     What  will 

tf  not  the  world   fay  of  fuch  a  cruel 

"  rage?"  Thefe  words,  which  (he  ac- 

«  companied  with  her  tears,  were  uttered 

'  in  fo  pathetick  a  manner,  that  at  laft 

«   (he  prevailed  on  him  fo  far  as  to  pro- 

*  mife  not  to  take  my  life. 

"  Well,  then,"  faid  he  to  his  nurfe, 
"  for  your  fake  I  will  fpare  her  lifej 
"  but  (he  (hall  carry  fome  marks  along 
"  with  her,  that  (he  may  remember  her 
"  crime."  Immediately  one  of  the 
«  flaves,  by  his  order,  gave  me  fo  many 

*  fevere  blows  with  a  little  cane  on  my 

*  fides  and  bread,  that,   forcing  both, 

*  (kin  and  fiefh  away,  the  extreme  pain 
'  deprived    me  of    my    fenfes  :    after 
'  which,  he  caufed  the  fame  flaves,  the 
'  executioners  of  his  fury,  to  carry  me 
'  into  a  houfe,  where  the  oid  woman 

*  took  care  of  me.     After  being  con- 

*  fined  to  my  bed  four  months,  I  reco- 

*  vered  ;   but  the  fears  you  faw  yefter- 
<  day  againft  my  will,  have  remained 
'  ever  fince. 

*  As  foon  as  I  was  able  to  walk,  and 
'  go  abroad,  I  refolved  to  repair  to  the 
'  houfe  which  was  my  own  by  my  fir  ft 
'  hufband  ;  but  I  could  not  find  the 

*  place.     My  fecond  hufband,  in  the 

*  heat  of  his  wrath,  was  not  content  in 

*  having  it  razed  to  the  ground,  but 
'  caufed  the  whole  ftreet  where  it  ftood 

*  to  be  pulled  down.     I  believe  fuch  a 
t  violent  proceeding  was   never  heard 

*  of  before:  but  againft  whom  fhouid 
M  make  my  complaint?  The  author 

*  had  taken  fuch  care,  that  he  was  not 
«  to  be  found;    neither  fhouid  I  have 
'  known  him  again  if  I  had  leen  him  : 

*  and,  fuppofing    I   had,    was    it  not 
«  eafy  to  fee  that  the  treatment  I  met 
c  with  proceeded  froin  abfolute  power? 

*  How,  then,  could  I  make  any  com- 

*  plaints? 

'  Being    defolate,    and   unprovided 

*  of  every  thing,  I  had  recourfs  to  my 

«  dear 
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dear  fitter  Zobeide,  who  juft  now 
gave  your  majelty  an  account  of  her 
adventure.  To  her  I  made  known  my 
misfortune  ;  (he  received  me  with  her 
accuitomed  goodnefs,  and  advifed  me 
to  bear  it  with  patience.  "  This  is 
'  the  way  of  the  world,"  faid  tlie, 
«  which  either  rqhs  us  of  our  means, 
'  our  friends,  or  our  lovers;  and 
*  oftentimes  of  all  at  once."  And  at 
the  lame  time,  to  confirm  what  (he 
had  fa'ul,  (he  gave  me  an  account  of 
the  lofs  of  the  young  prince,  occa- 
iioned  by  the  jealoufy  of  her  two 
filters  :  (he  told  me  allb  by  what  ac- 
cident they  were  transformed  into 
bitches;  and,  in  the  la(t  place,  after 
a  thoufand  testimonials  of  her  love  to- 
wards me,  (he  (hewed  memyyoungeft 
filter,  who  had  likewife  taken  fane- 
tuary  with  her  after  the  death  of  her 
mother. 

*  Thus  we  gave  God  thanks,  who 
had  brought  us  together  again;  we 
refolved  to  live  a  fingle  life,  and  never 
to  feparate  any  more  ;  and  we  have 
enjoyed  this  peaceable  way  of  living 
a  great  many  years.  As  it  is  my 
bufmefs  to  mind  the  affairs  of  the 
houfe,  I  always  take  pleafure  in  go- 
ing myfclf  to  buy  what  we  want  ; 
and  happening  to  go  abroad  yefter- 
tiay,  I  employed  a  porter  to  bring 
home  fuch  things  as  I  had  bought-, 
who  proving  to  be  a  fenfible  and  ju- 
cofe.  fellow,  we  kept  him  with  us  for 
a  little  diverlion.  Three  calenders 
happening  to  come  to  our  door  about 
t1  •  clofe  of  the  evening,  and  begging 
K  .  accommodation  till  the  next  morn- 
ing, we  gave  them  entrance,  but  up- 
on certain  conditions,  which  they 
agreed  to;  and,  after  making  them 
fit  down  to  table  with  us,  they  gave 
us  a  concert  of  mufick  after  their 
manner:  but  in  the  mean  time  we 
heard  a  knocking  at  our  gate;  and 
on  it's  being  opened,  three  merchants 
of  Mouflol,  men  of  a  very  good  mein, 
begged  the  fame  favour  which  the 
calenders  had  obtained  before.  We 
contented  to  it  on  the  fame  condi- 
tions ;  but  neither  cf  them  kept  his 
proiiule:  and  th"ngh  we  had  power 
as  well  as  julticeon  our  lltie  to  punifh 
lliem,  yet  we  contented  ourfelves  with 
demanding,  in  reiurn,  the  hiitory  of 
their  lives;  and  i;;ti,ued  uur  revenge 
wuh  difni  uSing  them  alitT  they  Lad 


'  done,  and  depriving  them  of  the  lodg  - 
'  ing  they  demanded.' 

The  Caliph  Haroun  Alrafchid  was 
very  well  (atisfied  with  thefe  ftrange 
ftories,  and  declared  publickly  his  afto- 
nifnrnent  at  what  he  had  heard. 

'  But,  Sir/  faid  Scheherazade,  <  day 
*  begins  to  break  ;  fo  that  I  have  not 
'"time  to  acquaint  your  majefty  what 
'  the  caliph  did  to  difenchant  the  two 
'  black  bitches.' 

Schahriar,  fuppofing  that  the  ful- 
tanefs  would  quite  finifh  the  ftory  of 
the  five  ladies  and  the  three  calenders 
the  next  night,  role  up,  and  fuffered  her 
to  live  till  next  morning. 


NIGHT    LXIX. 

R  the  love  of  Heaven,  filler," 
faid  Dinarzade  before  it  w;is 
day,  '  if  you  are  not  afleep,  tell"  us  how 
'  the  two  black  bitches  were  brought 
'  to  their  former  (hape,  and  what  be- 
'  came  of  the  three  calenders!'  — «  I 
'  will  fatisfy  your  curiofity,'  laid  Sche- 
herazade. Then,  add  reding  her  dif- 
courfe  to  Schahriar,  (he  purfued  it  in 
this  manner. 


The  caliph  having  fatisfied  his  cu- 
riofity, thought  himfelf  obliged  to  (hew 
fome  marks  of  grandeur  and  generofity 
to  the  calender  princes,  and  allo  to  give 
the  three  ladies  fome  proofs  of  his 
bounty.  He  himfelf,  without  making 
life  of  his  minifter  the  grand  vizier, 
fpoke  to  Zobeide  — '  Madam,  did  not 
«  the  fairy  who  (hewed  herfelf  to  you  in 

*  the  (hape  of  a  ferpenr,  and  impofed 

*  fuch  a  rigorous  command  upon  you, 
'  tell  you  where  her  place  of  refidence 

*  was?  or  rather,  did. (he  not  promife 
'  to  fee  you,  and  reftore  thole  bitches 
'  to  their  natural  (hape  ?' 

*  Commander  of  the  Faithful,'  an- 
fwered  Zobeide,  *  I  forget  to  tell  your 

*  majefty  that  the  fairy  left  with  me  ar 
'  bundle  of  hair;   faying  withal,  that 

*  her  prefence  would  one  day  be  ne- 
'  ceffary  ;  and  then,   if  I  only  burnt 

*  two  tufts  of  it,  fhe  would  bt-  with  me 
'  in  a  moment,  though  (lie  were  be- 
'  yond  Mount  Caucaius.' — '  Madam," 
faid  the  caliph,   *  where  is  the  bundle 

*  of  hair?'  ShtanAvfied — 'Everfmce 

«  that 
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e  tliat  time  I  have  taken  fuch   parti- 

*  cular  care  of  it,  that  I  always  carry 

*  it  about  with  me.'     Upon  which  (he 
opened  a  little  cafe,  and  (hewed  it  to 
him.     *  Well,  then,"  faid  the  caliph, 
«  let  us  make  the  fairy  come  hither  j 
'  you  could  not  call  her  in  a  better  time, 
'  for  I  long  to  fee  her.' 

Zobeide  having  confented  to  it,  fire 
was  brought  in,  and  (he  threw  the  whole 
bundle  of  hair  into  it.  The  palace  in- 
ftantly  began  to  fhake,  and  the  fairy  ap- 
peared before  the  caliph,  very  richly 
drefled,  in  the  (hape  of  a  l^dy. 

*  Commander  of  the  Faithful,'  faid 
fte  to  the  prince,  «  you  fee  1  am  ready 

to  come  and  receive  your  commands. 
The  lady  who  gave  me  this  call,  by 
your  order,  did  me  a  particular  piece 
of  fervice;  in  gratitude  for  which,  I 
revenged  her  of  the  inhumanity  of  her 
fitters  by  changing  them  into  bitches: 
but,  if  your  majefty  commands  it,  I 
will  reftorethem  again  to  their  former 
fhapes.' 

*  Handfome  fairy,"  faid  the  caliph, 
you  cannot  do  me  a  greater  pleafure; 
vouchfafe  them  that  favour,  and  after 
that  I  will  find  out  fome  means  to 
comfort  them  for  their  hard  penance. 
But,  befides,  I  have  another  boon  to 
aflc  in  favour  of  that  lady,  who  has 
had   fuch  cruel   ufage  from  an  un- 
known hufband :    and    as  you    un- 
doubtedly know  a  great  many  things, 
we  have  reafon  to  believe  that  you 
cannot  be  ignorant  of  this ;  oblige 
me  with  the  name  of  this  barbarous 
fellow,  who  could  not  be  contented 
to  exercife  his  wicked  cruelty  up- 
on her  perfon,  but  has  alfo  mod  un- 
juftly  taken  from  her  all  the  fub- 
ftance  (he  had.     I  only  admire  how 
fuch  an  unjuft  and  inhuman  aftion 
could  be  performed  in  defiance  of  my 
authority, without  reaching  my  ears.' 
'  To  ferve  your  majefty,'  anfwered 

he  fairy,  *  I  will  reftore  the  two  bitches 
to  their  former  ftate ;  and  I  will  fo 
cure  the  lady  of  her  fears,  that  it  (hall 
never  appear  (he  was  fo  beaten  ;  and, 
at  laft,  1  will  tell  you  who  it  was  that 
inflifted  them.' 

The  caliph  fent  for  the  two  bitches 
from  Zobeide's  houfe  ;  and  when  they 
came,  a  glafs  of  water  was  brought 
to  the  fairy,  at  her  defire.  She  pro- 
nounced fome  words  over  it,  which 
ppbody  underftood  j  then  throwing 


fome  part  of  it  on  Amine,    and   the 
reft  on  the  bitches,   the  latter  became 
two  ladies  of  furprizing  beauty,  and 
the  fears  that  were  upon  Amine  va- 
niftied  away.     After  which  the  fairy 
faid  to  the  caliph — {  Commander  of  the 
Faithful,  I  mult  now  difcover  to  you 
the  unknown   hufband  you  enquire 
after:    he  is  very  nearly  related  to 
yourfelf,  for  it  is  Prince  Amin,  your 
eldeftfonj  who,  falling  paffionately 
in  love  with  this  lady,  on  the  fame  he 
had  heard  of  her  beauty,  by  an  in- 
trigue had  her  brought  to  his  houfe, 
where  he  married  her.     As   to   the 
ftrokes  he  caufed  to  be  given  her,  he 
is  in  fome  mea lure  excuiable;  for  the 
lady  his  fpoufe  had  been  a  little  too 
eafy;  and  the  excufes  (lie  had  made 
were  fufHcient  to  make  him  believe 
her  more  faulty  than  (he  really  was. 
This  is  all  I  can  fay  to  fatisfy  your 
curiofity.'     And  at  thefe  words  (lie 
fainted  the  caliph,  and  vanifhed. 

The  prince  being  filled  with  admi- 
ration, and  having  much  fatisfaclion  in 
the  changes  that  had  happened  through 
his  means,  dici  fuch  things  as  will  per- 
petuate his  memory  to  all  ages.  Firft, 
he  fent  for  his  fon  Amin,  and  told  him 
that  he  was  informed  of  his  fecret  mar- 
riage, and  how  he  had  wounded  Amine 
upon  a  very  (light  caufe.  Upon  this  the 
prince  did  not  wait  for  his  father's  com- 
mands, but  received  her  again  imme- 
diately. 

After  which,  the  caliph  declared  that 
he  would  give  his  own  heart  and  hand 
to  Zobeide;  and  offered  the  other  three 
fifters  to  the  calenders,  that  were  the 
fons  of  kings,  who  accepted  them  for 
their  brides  with  a  great  deal  of  joy. 
The  caliph  affigned  each  of  them  a  mag- 
nificent palace  in  the  city  of  Bagdad, 
promoted  them  to  the  higheft  dignities 
of  his  empire,  and  admitted  them  to  his 
councils. 

The  town -clerk  of  Bagdad  being 
called,  with  witneffes,  wrote  the  con- 
tracts of. marriage  j  and  the  famous 
Caliph  Haroun  Alrafchid,  by  making 
the  fortunes  of  fo  many  peiTons  who 
had  undergone  fuch  incredible  calami- 
ties, drew  a  thoufand  bleflings  upon 
himfelf. 

Scheherazade,  having  concluded  her 

entertaining    ftory   before   day -light, 

aiked  permiflion  ef  the  fultan  to  relate 

P  aneiher, 
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another,  which  he  immediately  grant- 
ing, (he  began  as  follows. 


SIR, 

IN  the  reign  of  the  Time  Caliph  Ha- 
roun  Alrafchid,  whom  I  formerly 
mentioned,  there  lived  at  Bagdad  a  poor 
porter  called  Hindbad.  One  day,  when 
the  weather  was  exceffively  hot,  he  was 
employed  to  carry  a  heavy  burden  from 
one  end  of  the  town  to  the  other.  Be- 
ing very  weary,  and  having  a  great 
way  to  go,  he  came  into  a  ftreet,  where 
a  delicate  weftern  breeze  blew  on  his 
face;  and  the  pavement  of  the  ftreet  be- 
ing fprinkled  with  rofe-  water,  he  could 
rot  defire  a  better  place  to  reft  in  j 
therefore,  laying  off  his  burden,  he  fat 
down  by  it,  near  a  great  houfe. 

He  was  mightily  pleafed  that  he  (top- 
ped in  this  place;  for  an  agreeable  fmell 
of  wood  of  aloes  nnd  of  peftils  that 
came  from  the  houfe,  mixing  with 
the  fcent  of  rbfe- water,  gave  a  very 
pleafir.g  perfume  to  the  air  :  befides, 
he  heard  from  within  a  concert  of  fe- 
veral  forts  of  inftrumental  mufick,  ac- 
companied with  the  harmonious  notes 
of  nightingales,  and  other  birds  pecu- 
liar to  that  climate.  This  charming 
ir.elodv,  and  the  fmell  of  feveral  forts  of 
victuals,  gave  the  porter  reafon  to  think 
that  there  was  a  feaft  and  great  rejoic- 
ings within.  His  bufinefs  leading 
him  feldom  that  way,  he  knew  not  who 
dwelt  in  the  houfe  :  but,  to  fatisfy  his 
curiofity,  he  went  to  fome  of  the  fer- 
vants,  whom  he  faw  ftanding  at  the 
gate  in  magnificent  apparel,  and  alked 
the  name  of  the  mafter  of  the  houfe. 
How,'  replied  one  of  them,  *  do  you 
live  in  Bagdad,  and  not  know  that 
this  is  the  houfe  Signor  Sindbad  the 
failor,  that  famous  traveller,  who  has 
failed  round  the  world  ?'  The  porter, 
who  had  heard  of  Sindbad's  richesj 
could  not  but  envy  3  man  whofe  con- 
dition he  thought  to  be  as  happy  as  his 
own  was  deplorable:  and  his  mind  be- 
ing fretted  with  thofe  reflections,  he 
lifted  up  his  eyes  to  Heaven,  and  faid. 
loud  enough  to  be  heard — '  Almighty 
Creator  of  all  things,  confider  the 
difference  between  Sindbad  and  me! 
I  am  every  day  expofed  to  fatigues 
and  calamities,  ami  nn  fcarce  get 
coarfe  barley- bread  for  myfelf  and 
my  family;  whilft  happy  Sindbad 
profufely  expends  irjimenfe  riches, 


'  and  leads  a  life  „;  continual  pleafure. 

*  What  has   he  done  to  obtain  from 
«  thee  a  lot  fo  agreeable?    And  what 

*  have  I  done  to  deferve  one  fo  mife- 
'  rable?'  Having  finimed  his  expoftu- 
lation,  he  (truck  his  foot  againft  the 
ground,  like  a  man  frantick  with  grief 
and  <lefpair. 

Whilft  the  porter  was  thus  indulging 
his  melancholy,  a  fervant  came  out  of 
the  houfe;  and, taking  him  by  the  arm, 
bid  him  follow  him,  for  Signor  Sind. 
bad  his  mafter  wanted  to  fpeak  with 
him. 

Here  day  beginning  to  appear,  Sche- 
herazade broke  off  her  ftory;  but  re» 
fumed  it  again  next  morning. 


NIGHT    LXX, 


SIR, 


YOUR  majefty  may  eafily  imagine 
that  poor  Hindbad  was  not  a 
little  furprized  at  this  compliment;  for, 
confidering  what  he  had  faid,  he  was 
afraid  Sindbad  had  fent  for  him  to  pu- 
nim  him ;  therefore  he  would  have  ex- 
cufed  himfelf,  alledging,  that  he  could 
not  leave  his  burden  in  the  middle  of 
the  ftreet :  but  Sindbad's  fervants  af- 
furing  him  they  would  look  to  it,  he 
was  obliged  to  comply. 

The  (ervants  brought  him  into  a 
great  hall,  where  abundance  of  people 
fat  round  a  table,  covered  with  all  forts 
of  fine  dirties.  At  the  upper-end  there 
fat  a  grave,  comely,  venerable  gentle- 
man, with  a  long  white  beard;  and  be, 
hind  him  ftood  a  number  of  officers  and 
domefticks,  all  ready  to  ferve  him :  this 
grave  gentleman  was  Sindbad.  The 
porter,  whofe  fear  was  encreafed  at  the 
fight  of  fo  many  people,  and  of  a  ban- 
quet fo  fumptuous,  faluted  the  company 
trembling.  Sindbad  bid  him  draw 
near;  and,fettinghim  down  at  his  right- 
hand,  ferved  him  himfelf,  and  gave  him, 
excellent  wine,  of  which  there  was  3 
great  ftore  upon  the  fide-board. 

When  dinner  was  over,  Sindbad  be- 
gan his  difcourfe  to  Hindbad  ;  and  call- 
ing him  brother,  according  to  the  man- 
ner of  the  Arabians  when  they  are  fa- 
miliar one  with  another,  he  aiked  him 
his  name  and  employment.  *  Signor,' 
anfwered  he,  «  my  name  is  Hindbad.'—* 
'  I  am  very  glad  to  fee  you,'  replied 
§inubad3 
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but  I  perceived  my  error,  and  called 
to  mind  that  riches  were  perishable, 
and  quickly  consumed  by  fuch  li- 
bertines as  myfelf.  1  farther  confi- 
dered,  that  by  my  irregular  way  of 
living,  I  wretchedly  mifpent  my  lime, 
which  is  the  moft  valuable  thing  in 
the  world.  I  remembered  the  faying 
of  the  great  Solomon,  which  I  had 
frequently  heard  from  my  father- 
That  death  is  more  tolerable  than 
poverty."  Being  (truck  with  thefe 
reflections,  I  gathered  together  the 
rums  of  my  eltate,  and  fold  all  my 
moveables  in  the  publick  market  to 
the  bigheft  bidder.  Then  I  entered 
into  a  contract  with  fome  met  chants 
who  traded  by  fea  j  I  took  the  adv'ice 
of  thofe  1  thought  moil  capable  to 
give  it  me;  and,  refolving  to  improve 
what  money  I  had,  I  went  to  lialfo- 
ra,  a  port  in  thePerfian  Gulph,  and 
embarked  with  feveral  merchants, 
who  joined  with  me  to  fit  out  a  fhip 
onpurpofe. 

'  We  fct  fail,  and  fleered  our  courfe 
towards  the  Eaft  Indies,  through  the 
PerfianGuIph, which  is  formed  by  the 
coafts  of  ArabiaFelix  on  theright',and 
by  thofe  of  Perlia  on  the  left,  meafur- 
ing,  according  to  common  account, 
feventy  leagues  at  the  broacieft  place. 
The  eaftern  tea,  as  well  as  that  of  the 
Indies,  is  very  fpacious  j  it  is  bound- 
ed on  one  lide  by  the  coafts  of  Abyf- 
fmia,  and  is  four  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred leagues  in  length  to  the  ifles  of 
Vakvak*.  At  firrr,  I  was  troubled 
with  the  fea-ficknefs,  but  fpeedily 
recovered  my  health,  and  was  not  af- 
terwards fubjeft  to  that  difeaie. 
'  In  our  voyage  we  touched  at  feve- 
ral iflands,  where  we  fold  or  exchang- 
ed our  goods.  One  day,  whilft  un- 
der fail,  we  were  becalmed  near  a  lit- 
tle ifland,  almoft  even  with  the  fur- 
face  of  the  water,  which  refembled  a 
green  meadow.  The  captain  order- 
ed his  fails  to  be  furled,  and  fuffered 
fuch  perfons  as  were  willing,  to  land 
on  the  ifland,  amonglt  whom  I  was 
one. 

'  But  while  we  were  refrefhing  our- 
felves  with  eating  and  drinking,  and 

'  X/fY  father  left  me  a  confiderable        bufied  in  feveral  diverfions,  the  iflan<$ 
1  «  eftate,   moft  part  of  which  I.       trembledallof  afudden,  and  (hook  us 

*  fpent  in  debauches  during  my  youth;        terribly.' 

*  Thefe  iflands,  according  to  the  Arabians,  are  beyond  Chjjiaj  and  are  fo  called  from  a 

tree  which  bears  a  fruit  of  that  name,     They  are,  without  doubt,  the  ifles  of  Japan;  but 

they  are  not  fo  far  from,  Abyflin'u, 


Sindbad  ;  «  and  I  dare  fay  the  fame  for 

*  all  the  company.     But  I  would  be 
'  glad  to  hear  from  your  own   mouth 

*  what  it  is  you  faid  a  while  ago  in  the 
«   ftreet.'     For  Sindbad    had  heard    it 
himfelf  through  the  window,  before  he 
lat  down  at  table,  and  that  occasioned 
his  calling  him. 

Hindbad,  being  furprized  at  the  quef-. 
tion,  hung  down  his  head,  and  re- 
plied— (  Signor,  I  confefs  that  my 
wearinefs  put  me  out  of  humour,  and 
occafioned  me  to  fpeak  fome  indif- 
crect  words,  which  I  beg  you  to  par-, 
don/ — '  Oh,  Ho  not  you  think  I  am 
fo  unjuft,'  replied  Sindbad,  *  to  re- 
fent  fuch  a  thing  as  that  :  J  confider 
your  condition;  and,  inftead  of  up- 
braiding you  with  your  complaints, 
I  am  forry  for  you:  but  I  mult  rec- 
tify your  miftake  concerning  myfelf. 
You  think,  no  doubt,  that  I  have  ac- 
quired, without  labour  and  trouble, 
the  eafe  and  conveniency  which  I 
now  enjoy  :  but  do  not  miftake  your- 
felf ;  I  did  not  attain  to  this  happy 
condition  without  enduring  more 
trouble  of  body  and  mind,  for  feve- 
ral  years,  than  can  well  be  imagined. 
—Yes,  gentlemen,'  added  he,  fpeak- 
ng  to  the  whole  company,  { I  can  affure 
you,  my  troubles  were  fo  extraordi- 
nary, that  they  were  capable  of  dif- 
couraging  the  mod  covetous  mart 
from  undertaking  fuch  voyages  as  I 
did  to  acquire. riches.  Peihaps  you 
have  never  heard  a  diftinft  account 
of  the  wonderful  adventures  and 
dangers  I  met  with  in  my  feven  voy- 
ages; and,  11  nee  I  have  this  oppor- 
tunity, I  am  willing  to  give  you  a 
faithful  account  of  them,  not  doubt- 
ing but  it  will  be  acceptable.' 
And,becaufe  Sindbad  was  to  tell  this 
ftory  particularly  upon  the  porter's  ac- 
count, he  ordered  his  burden  to  be  car- 
ried to  the  place  appointed,  and  began 
thus. 


THE     STORY     Of     SINDBAD     THE 
SAILOR. 
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Here  Scheherazade  flopped,  becaufe 
day  appeared;  but  (he  refiimedher  dif- 
courfe  to  the  fultan  next  morning,  as 
follows. 

NIGHT    LXXL 

SIR, 

•  fTp  H  E  (hip's  company  alfo  perceixr- 
JL  *  ed  the  trembling  of  the  ifland, 
and  called  to  us  to  reimbark  fpeedily, 
othervvife  we  mould  all  be  loft;  for 
what  we  took  for  an  ifiand,  was  only 
the  back  of  a  whale.  Thenimbleftof 
us  gotinto  the  (loop,  and  others  betook 
themfelves  to  fwimmingj  but,  for  my 
part,  I  was  ftill  upon  the  back  of  the 
whale  when  it  dived  into  the  Tea,  and 
had  time  only  to  catch  hold  of  a  piece 
of  wood  that  we  had  broughtout  of  the 
fhipinordertomakeafire.  Meanwhile» 
the  captain,  having  received  thole  on 
board  who  were  in  the  floop,  and  tak- 
en up  fame  of  thofe  that  fwam,  re- 
folved  to  improve  the  favourable  gale 
that  was  juft  rifenj  and,  hoiftinghis 
fails,  purfued  his  voyage,  fo  that  it 
was  impoflible  to  recover  the  fhip. 
'  Thus  was  I  expofed  to  the  mercy 
of  the  waves,  and  ftruggled  for  my 
life  all  the  reft  of  the  day  and  the  fol- 
lowing night.  Next  morning  I  found 
riiyftrength  gone,  and  while  defpiir- 
ing  of  faving  my  life,  a  wave  threw 
me  happily  againft  an  ifland.  The 
bank  was  high  and  rugged,  Jo  that  I 
fliould  fcarcely  have  got  up,  had  it 
not  been  for  fome  roots  of  trees, 
which  Providence  feemed  to  have  pre- 
ferved  in  this  place  for  my  fafety. 
Being  got  up,  I  lay  down  upon  the 
ground  half  dead,  until  fuch  time  as 
the  fun  appeared  ;  when,  though  I 
was  very  feeble,  both  by  reafon  of  my 
hard  labour  and  want  of  victuals,  I 
crept  along  in  fearch  of  fome  herbs  fit 
to  eat,  and  had  not  only  the  good  1  uck 
to  find  fome,  but  likewife  a  fpring  of 
excellent  water,  which  contributed 
much  to  recover  me.  After  this  I 
advanced  farther  into  the  ifland,  and 
came  at  laft  into  a  fine  plain,  where 
I  perceived  a  horfe  feeding  at  a  great 
diftance.  I  went  towards  him,  be- 
tween hope  and  fear,  not  knowing 
whether  I  was  going  to  iofe  my  life 
or  fave  it.  When  I  came  near,  I  per- 
ceived it  to  be  a  very  fine  mare,  tied 
to  a  Hake.  Whilft  I  looked  oa  her, 


I  heard  the  voice  of  a  man  from  un- 
der ground,  who  immediately  ap- 
peared to  me,  and  afked  who  I  was:  I 
gave  him  an  account  of  my  adven- 
ture; after  which,  taking  me  by  the 
hand,  he  led  me  into  a  cave,  where 
there  were  feveral  other  people,  no  lefs 
amazed  to  fee  me  than  I  was  to  fee  them . 

*  I  ate  fome  victuals  which  they  of- 
fered me;  and  then,  having  afked  them 
what  they  did  in  fuch  a  defart  place, 
tlieyanfwered,  that  they  were  grooms 
belonging  to  King    Mihrage,  fove- 
reign  of  the  ifland;  and  that  every 
year,  at  the  fame  feafon,  they  brought 
thrther  the  king's   mares,  and   faf- 
tened  them  as  I  law  that  one,  until 
they  were  covered  by  a  horfe  that 
came  out  of  the  fea,  who,  after  he 
had  done  fo,  endeavoured  to  deftroy 
the  mares;  but  they  hindered  him  by 
their  noife,  and  obliged  him  to  return 
to  the  fea;  after  which  they  carried 
home  the  mares,  whofe  foals  were 
kept  for  the  king's  ufe,  and  called 
fea-horfes.     They  added,  that  they 
were  to  go  home  to-morrow,  and  had 
I  been  one  day  later,  I  muft   have 
perimed,  becaufe  the  inhabited  part 
of  the  ifland  was  at  a  great  diftance, 
and  it  would  have  been  impofiible  for 
me   to  have  got  thither  without  a 
guide. 

*  Whilft  they  entertained  me  thuss 
the  horfe  came  out  of  the  fea,  as  they 
had  told  me,  covered  the  mare,  and 
afterwards  would  have  devoured  her; 
but  upon  a  great  noife  made  by  the 
grooms,  he  left  her,  and  went  back 
to  the  fea. 

«  Next  morning  they  returned  with 
their  mares  to  the  capital  of  the  ifland, 
took  me  with  them,  and  prefented  me 
to  King  Mihrage.  He  afked  me  who 
I  was,  and  by  what  adventure  I  came 
into  his  dominions:  and,  after  I  had" 
fatisfied  him,  he  told  me  he  was  much, 
concerned  for  my  misfortune,  and  at 
the  fame  time  ordered  that  I  fliould 
want  nothing;  which  order  his  offi- 
cers were  fo  generous  and  careful  ** 
to  fee  exaftly  fulfilled. 

*  Being  a  merchant,  I  afliciated  with 
men  of  my  own  profefilon,  and  par- 
ticularly enquired  for  thofe  who  were 
ftrangers,  if  perhaps  I  might  hear  any 
news  from  Bagdad,  or  find  an  oppor- 
tunity to   return    thither:   for  King 
Mi hrage's  capital  is  fituated  on  the 
bank  of  the  iea,  and  has  a  fine  har- 

*  bour? 
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«  bour,  where  fliips  arrive  daily  from 

<  the  different  quarters  of  the  world.   I 
'  frequented    alfo  the   fociety   of  the 

<  learned  Indians,  and  took  delight  in 
«  hearing  their  difcourfe;  but  withal,  I 
«  took  care  to  make  my  court  regular- 

<  ly  to  the  king,  and  converfed  with 

*  the  governors  and  petty  kings,  his 

*  tributaries,    who   were   about   him. 
«  They  afked  me  a  thoufand  queftions 

*  about  my  country;  and  Ibeingwiil- 
«  ing  to  inform  mylelf  as  to  their  laws 
«  and  cuftoms,  afked  them  every  thing 

<  which  I  thought  worth  knowing. 

«  There  belongs  to  this  king  an  illand 
«  named  Caflel;  they  allured  me,  that 

<  every  night  a  noife   of  drums   was 

<  heard  there,  whence  the  mariners  fan- 
«  cied  that  it  was  the  refulence  of  De- 

*  gial*.     I  had  a  great  mind    to  fee 

<  this  wonderful  place;  and  in  my  way 
1  thither  faw  fifties  of  one  hundred  and 

*  two  hundred  cubits  long,  that  occa- 
«  fion  more  fear  than  hurr;  for  they  are 

*  fo  timid,  that  they  will  fly  on  the  rat- 
'  tling  of  two  flicks  or  boards.     I  law 

*  likewife  other  fifties  about  a  cubit  in 
«  length,  having  heads  like  owls. 

«  As  I  was  one  day  at  the  port  after 
'  my  return,  a  fhip  arrived,  and  as  foon 
«  cts'fhe  call  anchor,  they  began  to  un- 
«  load  her,  and  the  merchants  on  board 

<  ordered  their  goods  to  be  carried  in- 
«  to  the  magazine.     As  I  caft  my  eye 
'  upon  fome  bales,  and  looked  to  the 

*  name,  I  found  rr.y  own,  and  perceiv- 
«  ed  them    to  be  the  fame  that  I  had 
'  embarked  at  Balfora.     I  alfo  knew 

*  the  captain;  but  being  perfuaded  th^.t 

*  he  believed  me  to  be  drowned,  I  went, 

<  and  afked  him  whofe  bales  they  were. 
'  He  tcplied,  that  they  belonged  to  a 
«  merchant  of  Bagdad,  called  Sindbad, 
«  who  came  to  lea  with  him;  "  But  one 
"  day,   being  near   an  illand,  as   we 
"  thought,  be  went  afljore  with  feveral 
"  other  paiTengers,  upon  this  fuppofed 

iiland,  which  was  only  a  monltrous 
whale,  that  lay  afleep  upon  the  fur- 
face  of  the  water:  but  as  foon  as  he 
felt  the  heat  of  the  fire  they  had  kin- 
dled on  his  back,  to  drefs  fome  vic- 
tuals, he  began  to  move,  and  dived 
under  water;  moft  of  the  perfons 
who  were  upon  him  periftied,  and 


"  among  them  unfortunate  Sindbad, 
"  Thofe  bales  belonged  to  him;  and  I 
"  am  refolved  to  trade  with  them,  un- 
"  til  I  meet  with  fume  of  his  family, 
"  to  whom  I  may  return  the  profit.1* 
— "  Captain,"  faid  I,  "  I  am  that 
"  Sindbad  whom  you  thought  to  be 
"  dead,  and  thofe  bales  are  mine." 

Here  Scheherazade  (lopped  till  next 
morning,  and  then  went  on  as  follows. 


NIGHT    LXXII. 

SIND  BAD,  purfuing  the  ftory,fa«S 
to  the  company — '  When  the  cap- 
«  tain  heard  me  fpeak  thus — "  O  Hea- 
"  ven!"  faid  he,  "  who  can  we  truft 
"  now-a-tlays?  There  is  no  faith  left 
«{  among  men.     I  faw  Sindbad  perilh 
lt  with  my  own  eyes,  and  the  paffen- 
"  gers  on  board  faw  it  as  well  as  Ij 
"  and   yet   you  tell   me  you  are  that 
"  Sindbad!   What  impudence  is  this? 
To  look  on  you,  one  would  take  you 
to  be  a  man  of  probity;  and  yet  you 
tell  a  horrible  falmood,  in  order  to 
poflcfs  yourfelfof  what  does  not  be- 
long to  you." — "Havepatience,cap- 
tain,"  replied  I;  "  do  me  the  favour 
to  hear  what  I  have  to  fay." — "  V'erv 
well,"  faid  he;  <'  fpeak,  I  am  ready 
to  hear  you/'    Then  1  told  him  how 
I  efcaped,  and  by  what  adventure  I 
met  with  the  grooms  of  King  Mih- 
rage,  who  brought  me  to  his  court. 
«  He  began  to  abate  of  his  confidence 
upon  my  difcourfe,  and  was  foon  per- 
fuaded that  I  was  no  cheat;  for  there 
came  people  from  his  Ihip  who  knew 
me,  made  me  great  compliments,  and 
teftified  a  great  deal  of  joy  to  fee  me 
alive.     At  laft,  he  knew  me  himfelfj 
and,  embracing  me — "  Heaven  be 
praifed,"  faid  he,  "  for  your  happy 
efcape!  I  cannot  enough  exprefs  my 
joy  for  it:  there  are  your  goods;  take 
and  do  with  them  what  you  will." 
I   thanked    him,   acknowledged   his 
probity,  and  in  requital  offered  him 
part  of  my  goods  as  a  prefeut,  which 
he  generouily  refufed. 
<  I  took  out  what  was  moft  valuable 
in  my  bales,  and  prefented  it  to  King 


*  Deglal  to  the  Mahometans  Is  the  fame  with  Antichrift  to  us.  According  to  them,  he 
is  to  appear  about  the  end  of"  the  world,  and  will  conquer  all  the  earth,  except^Mecca,  Me- 
dina, Tarfus,  and  Jerufalem,  that  are  to  be  preferved  by  angels,  which  he  (hall  fee  round 

'  Mihrage, 
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Mihrage,  who,  knowing  my  misfor- 
tune, afked  me  how  I  came  by  fuch 

rarities.     I  acquainted  him  with  the 

whole  ftory:  he  was  mightily  pleafed 

at  my  good  luck,  accepted  my  pre-' 

fent,  and  gave  me  one  much  more 

confiderable  in  return.     Upon  this  I 

took  leave  of  him,  and  went  on  board 

the  fame  (hip,  after  I  had  exchanged 

my  goods  for  the  commodities  of  that 

country.     I  carried  with  me  wood  of 

aloes,  fanders,   camphire,  nutmegs, 

cloves,  pepper,  and  ginger.  We  paf- 

fed  by  feveral  iflands,  and  at  laft  ar- 
rived at  Balfora,  from  whence  I  came 

to  this  city,  with  the  value  of  one 

hundred   thoufand    fequins  *.     My 

family  and  I  received   one  another 

with  all  the  tranfports  that  can  hap- 
pen from  true  and  fincere  friendship. 

I  bought  (laves  of  both  fexes,with  fine 

lands,  and  built  me  a  great  houfe. 

And  thus  I  fettled  myfelf,  refolving 

to  forget  the  miferies  I  had  fuffered, 

and  to  enjoy  the  pleafuresof  life.* 

Sindbad  flopped  here,  and  ordered  the 
muficians  to  go  on  with  their  concerts, 
which  his  ftory  had  interrupted.  The 
company  continued  to  eat  and  drink 
till  the  evening,  when  it  being  time 
to  retire,  Sindbad  fent  for  a  purfe  of 
one  hundred  fequins,  and  giving  it  to 
the  porter,  faid — '  Take  this,  Hindbadj 

*  return  to  your  home,  and  come  back 

*  to-morrow  to  hear  fome  more  of  my 

*  adventures.'     The  porter  went  home 
aftonifhed  at  the  honour  done  him,  and 
the  prefent  made  him.    The  relation  of 
it  was  very  agreeable  to  his  wife  and 
children,  who  did   not  fail  to  return 
thanks  to  God  for  what  Providence  had 
fent  them  by  the  hands  of  Sindbad. 

Hindbad  put  on  his  beftcloaths  next 
day,  and  returned  to  the  bountiful  tra- 
veller, who  received  him  with  a  plea- 
fant  air,  and  careffed  him  mightily. 
When  all  the  guefts  were  come,  dinner 
was  fet  upon  the  table,  and  continued 
a  long  time.  When  it  was  ended,  Sind- 
bad, addreflinghimfelf  to  the  company, 
faid—4  Gentlemen,  be  pleafed  to  give 

*  me  audience,  and  liften  to  theadven- 

*  tures  of  my  fecond  voyage;  they  bet- 
'  ter  deferve  your  attention  than  the 
«  firft.'    Upon  which  every  one  held 
his  peace,  and  Sindbad  went  on  thus. 


to 


•  T  Defigned,  after  my  firft  roya 

*  fpend  the  reftof  my  days  at  ^»6- 
dad,  as  I  had  the  honour  to  tell  you 
yefterday:  but  it  was  not  long  before 
I  grew  weary  of  a  quiet  life  ;  my  in- 
clination to  trade  revived.  I  bought 
goods  proper  for  the  commerce  I  de- 
figned,  and  put  to  fea  a  fecond  time 
with  merchants  of  known  probity. 
We  embarked  on  board  a  good  (hip; 
and,  after  recommending  ourfelves  to 
God,  fet  fail:  we  traded  from  ifland 
to  ifland,  and  exchanged  commodi- 
ties with  great  profit.  One  day  we 
landed  on  an  ifle  covered  withfeverai 
forts  of  fruit-trees,  but  fo  defart,  that 
we  could  neither  fee  man  nor  beaft 
upon  it.  We  went  to  take  a  little 
frelh  air  in  the  meadows,  and  along 
the  dreams  that  watered  them.  Whilft 
fome  diverted  themfelves  with  felecV 
ing  flowers,  and  others  with  gather- 
ing fruits,  I  took  my  wine  and  pro- 
vifions,  and  fat  down  by  a  ftream  be- 
twixt two  great  trees,  which  formed 
a  curious  made.  I  made  a  very  good 
meal,  and  afterwards  fell  afleep.  I 
cannot  tell  how  long  I  flept,  but  when, 
I  waked  the  (hip  was  gone.' 

Here  Scheherazade  broke  oft',  becaufe 
day  appeared  ;  but  next  night  continued 
the  ftory  thus, 

NIGHT    LXXIII. 


JL  Sindbad,  'to  find  the  (hip  gone. 
I  got  up  and  looked  about  every 
where,  and  could  not  fee  one  of  the 
merchants  who  landed  with  me.  At 
laft  I  perceived  the  (hip  under  failr 
but  at  fuch  a  diftance,  that  I  loft  fight 
of  her  in  a  very  fhort  time. 
'  I  leave  you  to  guefs  at  my  melan- 
choly reflections  in  this  fad  conditions 
I  was  like  to  die  of  grief;  1  cried  out 
fadlyj  I  beat  my  head  andbreaft,  and 
threw  myfelf  down  upon  the  ground, 
where  I  lay  fome  time  in  a  terrible 
agony,  one  afflifting  thought  being 


-*  The  Turkifli  fc^uipis  about  nine  (hillings  fterling, 


fucceeded 
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fucceeded  by  another  ftill  more  af- 
flicting. I  upbraided  myfelf  an  hun- 
dred times,  for  not  being  content  with 
the  product  of  my  firft  voyage,  that 
might  very  well  have  ferved  me  all 
my  life.  But  all  this  was  in  vain, 
and  my  repentance  out  of  feafon. 
«  At  laft  I  refigned  myfelf  to  the  will 
of  God;  and  not  knowing  what  to 
do,  I  climbed  up  to  the  top  of  a  great 
tree,  from  whence  I  looked  about  on 
all  fides,  to,  fee  if  there  was  any  thing 
that  could  give  me  hopes.  When  I 
looked  towards  the  fea,  I  could  clefcry 
nothing  but  Iky  and  water}  but,  look- 
ing towards  the  land,  Ifawfomething 
white;  and  coming  down  from  the 
tree,  I  took  up  what  provifions  I  had 
left,  and  went  towards  it,  the  diftance 
being  fo  great  that  I  could  not  diftin- 
guifli  what  it  was. 
*  When  I  came  nearer,  I  thought  it 
to  be  a  white  bowl,  of  a  prodigious 
height  and  bignefs;  and  when  T  came 
up  "to  it,  I  touched  it,  and  found  it  to 
be  very  frnooth.  I  went  round  to  fee 
if  it  was  open  on  any  fide,  but  faw 
it  was  not,  and  that  there  was  r,o 
climbing  up  to  the  top  of  it,  it  was 
fo  fmooth.  It  was  at  lead  fifty  paces 
round. 

«  By  this  time  the  fun  was  ready  to 
fet,  and  all  of  a  fudden  the  flcy  be- 
came as  dark  as  if  it  had  been  cover- 
ed with  a  thick  cloud.  I  was  much 
aftonifhed  at  this  fudden  darknefs,  but 
much  more  when  I  found  itoccafion- 
ed  by  a  bird  of  a  monftrous  fize,  that 
came  flying  towards  me.  I  remem- 
bered a  fowl,  called  a  roc,  that  I  had 
often  heard  mariners  fpeak  of,  and 
conceived  that  the  great  bowl,  which 
I  fo  much  admired,  muft  needs  be  it's 
egg,  Jn  fhort,  the  bird  lighted,  and 
fat  over  the  egg  to  hatch  it.  Perceiv- 
ing her  coming,  I  crept  clofe  to  the 
egg,  fo  that  I  had  before  me  one  of 
the  legs  of  the  bird,  that  was  as  big 
as  the  trunk  of  a  tree;  I  tied  myfelf 
ftrongly  to  it  with  the  cloth  that  went 
round  my  turban,  in  hopes  that  when 
the  roc  *  flew  away  next  morning, 
(he  would  carry  me  with  her  out  of 
this  defart  ifland.  And  after  having 
pafled  the  night  in  this  condition,  the 
bird  actually  flew  away  next  morn- 
ing, as  foon  as  it  was  day,  and  carri- 


ed me  fo  high  that  I  could  not  fee  the 
earth;  (he  afterwards  defcended  all  of 
a  fudden  with  fo  much  rapidity  that  I 
loft  my  fenfes.  But  when  the  roc 
was  fettled,  and  I  found  myfelf  up- 
on the  ground,  I  fpeeclily  untied  the 
knot;  and  had  fcarce  done,  when  the 
bird,  having  taken  up  a  ferpent  of  a 
monftrous  length  in  her  bill,  flew 
ftraight  away. 

'  The  place  where  it  left  me  was  a 
very  deep  valley,  encompaffed  on  all 
{ides  with  mountains  fo  high,  that 
they  leemed  to  reach  above  the  clouds, 
and  fo  full  of  fteep  rocks,  that  there 
was  no  poflibility  to  get  out  of  the 
valley.  This  was  a  new  perplexity 
upon  me;  fo  that  when  I  compared 
this  place  with  the  defart  ifland  the 
roc  brought  me  from,  I  found  that  I 
had  gained  nothing  by  ths  change. 
'  As  I  walked  through  this  valley,  t 
perceived  it  was  ftrewed  with  dia- 
monds, fome  of  which  were  of  a 
furprizing  bignefs.  I  took  a  great 
deal  of  pleafure  to  look  upon  them; 
but  fpeedily  faw  at  a  diftance  fucK 
objects  as  very  much  diminifhed  my 
fatisfaction,  and  which  I  could  not 
look  upon  withoutterrorj  thefewere 
great  numbers  of  ferpents,  fo  big,  and 
fo  long,  that  the  leaft  of  them  was  ca- 
pahle  of  fwallowing  an  elephant. 
They  retired  in  the  day-time  to  their 
dens,  where  they  bid  themfelves  from 
the  roc,  their  enemy,  and  did  not 
come  out  but  in  the  night-time. 
'  I  fpent  the  day  in  walking  about 
the  valley,  refting  myfelf  at  timea 
in  fuch  places  as  I  thought  moft  com- 
modious. When  night  came  on,  I 
went  into  a  cave,  where  I  thought  I 
might  be  in  fafety;  I  flopped  the 
mouth  of  it,  which  was  low  and 
ftrait,  with  a  great  ftone,  to  preferve 
me  from  the  ferpents ;  hu t  not  Ib exact- 
ly fitted  as  to  hinder  light  from  com- 
ing in.  I  fupped  on  part  of  myprovi- 
fions}  but  the  ferpents,  which  began 
to  appear,  hiding  about  in  the  mean 
time,  put  me  into  fuch  extreme  fear, 
that  you  may  eafily  imagine  I  did  not 
fleep.  When  day  appeared,  the  fer- 
pents retired,  and  I  came  out  of  the 
cave  trembling;  I  can  juftly  fay,  that 
I  walked  a  long  time  upon  diamonds 
without  having  a  mind  to  touch  any 


*  Mark  Paul,  in  his  Travels,  and  Father  Martini,  in  his  Hiftdry  of  China,  fpesrk  of  thi$ 
rdj  and  lay  that  it  will  take  u^  an  elephant,  <>r  a  rhinoceros,  * 

*  Pf 
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of  them.  At  laft  I  f:it  down;  and, 
notwithftanding  my  uneafinefs,  not 
having  fhut  my  eyes  during  the  night, 
I  fell  afleep,  after  having  eat  a  little 
more  of  my  provjfion.  But  I  had 
fcarce  (hut  my  eyes,  when  fomething 
that  fell  by  me  with  a  great  noife 
wakened  me,  and  that  was  a  great 
piece  of  frefh  meat;  and  at  the  lame 
time  I  faw  feveral  others  fall  down 
from  the  rocks  in  different  places. 
1  I  always  looked  upon  it  to  be  a 
fable,  when  I  heard  mariners  and 
others  difcourfe  of  the  valley  of  dia- 
monds, and  of  the  ftratagems  made 
life  of  by  fome  merchants  to  get  jew- 
els from  thence;  but  now  I  found  it 
to  be  true.  For,  in  reality,  thofe 
merchants  come  to  the  neighbourhood 
of  this  valley,  when  the  eagles  have 
young  ones,  and  throwing  great  joints 
of  meat  into  this  valley,  the  dia- 
monds, upon  whofe  points  they  fall, 
ftiek  to  them;  the  eagles,  which  are 
ftronger  in  this  country  than  any 
where  elfe,  fall  down  with  great 
force  upon  thefe  pieces  of  meat,  and 
carry  them  to  their  nefts  upon  the  tops 
of  the  rocks,  in  order  to  feed  their 
young;  at  which  time  the  mer- 
chants,running  to  theirnefts,  frighten 
the  eagles  by  th«ir  noife,  and  take 
away  the  diamonds  that  ttick  to  the 
meat.  And  this  ftratagem  they  make 
ule  of  to  get  the  diamonds  out  of  the 
valley,  which  is  furrounded  with  fuch, 
precipices  that  nobody  can  enter  it. 
*  I  believed  ever  till  then,  that  it  was 
not  poflible  for  me  to  get  out  of  this 
abyfs,  which  I  looked  upon  as  my 
grave;  but  then  I  changed  my  mind; 
for  the  falling  in  of  thofe  pieces  of 
meat  put  me  in  hopes  of  a  way  of 
faving  my  life.' 

Here  day  began  to  appear,  which 
obliged  Scheherazade  to  break  off  her 
ftory ;  but  fhe  went  on  with  it  next  night 
as  follows. 


'S 


NIGHT    LXXIV. 
IR,*  faid  Scheherazade  to  the  ful- 


'  ry  of  the  adventures  of  his  fecond 

*  voyage  thus.* 

'  I  began   to    gather  together  the 

*  greateft  diamonds  that  I  could  fee, 


*  and  put  them  into  the  leather  bag  in 
'  which  I  ufrd  to  carry  my  provifions. 

*  I  afterwards  took  the  I'argeft  piece  of 

*  meat  I  could  find,  tied  it  clofe  round 
'  me  with  the  cloth  of  my  turban,  and 
'  then  laid  myfelf  on  the  ground  with 

*  my  face  downward,  the  bag  of  dia- 
4  monds  being  tied  fo  faft  to  my  girdle, 

*  that  it  could  not  pofllbly  drop  off. 

*  I  had  fcarce  laid  me  down  before 
'  the  eagles  came;  each  of  them  feizcd  a 

*  piece  of  meat;  and  one  of  the  ftrongeft 

*  having  taken  me  up,  with  a  piece  of 
<  meat  on  my  back,  carried  me  to  his 
'  neft  on  the  top  of  the  mountain.  The 

*  merchants  fell  ftraightway  a  fhout- 
'  ing  to  frighten  the  eagles;  and  when 

*  they  had  obliged  them  to  quit  their 
'  prey,  one  of  them  came   up  to  the 

*  neft  where  I  was  :  he  was  very  much 

*  afraid  when  he  faw  me;  butrecover- 
«  ing  himfelf,  inftead  of  enquiring  how 

*  I  came  thither, he  beg  in  to  quarrel  with 
'  me,  and  aflced  why  I  ftole  his  goods. 
"  You  will  treat  me,"  replied  I, " with 
"  more  civility,  when   you  know  me 
lt  better.     Do  not  trouble  yourfelf;  I 
"  have  diamonds  enough  for  you  and 
te  me  too,  more  than  all  the  other  mer- 
<f  chants  together.     If  they  have  any, 
"  it  is  by  chance;  but  I  chofe  myfelf, 
"  in  the  bottom  of  the  valley,  all  thofe 
((  which  you  fee  in  this  bag."    Having 

*  fpoken  thefe  words  I  (hewed  them  to 

*  him.     I    had  fcarce  done  fpeaking, 

*  when  the  other  merchants  came  troop - 
'  ing  about  us,  very  much  aftonifhed 

*  to  fee  me,  but  they  were  much  more 
f  furprized  when  I  told  them  my  ftory: 
'  yet  they  did  not  fo  much  admire  my 

*  ftratagem  to  fave  myfelf,  as  my  cou- 
c  rage  to  attempt  it. 

«  They  carried  me  to  the  place  where 
'  they  ftaid  all  together,  and  there  hav- 

*  ing  opened  my  bag,  they  were  fur- 
'  prized  at  the   largenefs   of  my  dia- 

*  monds,  and  confefTed,  that  in  all  the 
'  courts  where  they  had    been,    they 

*  never  faw  any  that  came  near  them. 
'  I  prayed  the  merchant,  to  whom  the 

*  neft  belonged  whither  I  was  carried, 
'  for  every  merchant  had  his  own,  to 
'  take    as    many    for  his  fliare   as  he 
'  pleafed  :  he  contented  himfelf  with 

*  one,  and  that  too  the  leaftofthem; 

*  and  when  I  preflfed  him  to  take  more, 
'  without  fear  of  doing  me  any  injury 
— "  No,"  faid  he,  "  I  am  very  well 
«  fatisfied  with  this,  which  is  valuable 

««  enough 
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firm  land,  we  landed  atBalibra,  from 
whence  I  went  to  Bagdad.     There  I 
immediately  gave   great  alms  to  the 
poor,  and  lived  honourably  upon  the 
vad  riches  I  had  brought,  and  gained 
with  Co  much  fatigue.' 
Thus  Sindbad  ended  the  ftory  of  the 
fecond  voyage,  gave  Hindbad  another 
hundred   fequins,  and  invited  him  to 
come  next  day  to  hear  the  (lory  of  the 
third.     The  reft  of  the  guefts  returned 
to   their  homes,   and  came  again   the 
next  day  at  the  fame  hour;  and   to  be 
fure  the  porter  did  not  fail,  having  by 
this  time  aimed  forgot  his  former  po- 
verty.'    When  dinner  was  over,  Sind- 
bad  demanded  attention,  and  gave  them 
an  account  of  his  third  voyage,  us  fol- 
lows. 


*f  enough  to  fave  me  the  trouble  of 
"  making  any  more  voyages,  and-to 
**  raifeas  great  a  fortune  as  Idefire.'3 

*  I  fpent  the  night  with  thofe  mer- 
«  chants,  to  whom  I  told   mv    ftory  a 
«  fecond  time,   for   the  fatisfaftion  of 
«  thofewhohad  not  heard  it.     I  could 
'  not  moderate  my  joy,  when  I  found 
«  myll-lf  delivered   from  the  danger  I 
'  have  mentioned:   I  thought  myielf  to 
c   1)  •  in  a  dream,  and  could  Ccarce  be- 

*  lieve  myfelf  out  of  danger. 

*  The  merchants  had   thrown   their 
'  pieces  of  meat  into  the  valley  for  ie- 

*  veral  days;  and  each  of  them  being 

*  fatisfied  with  the  diamonds  that  had 
«  fallen   to  his   lot,  we  left  the  place 
'  next  morning   all  together,   and  tra- 
'  veiled  near  high   mountains,  where 
'  there   were  Cerpents  of  a   prodigious 
'  length,  which  we  had  the  good  for- 
'  tune  to  efcape.    We  took  the  firft  port 
'  we  came  at,  and  landed  at  the  iile  of 
'  Roha,  where  the  trees  grow  that  yield 
«  camphire.  Thefe  trees  are  Co  large,  and 
'  their  branches  Co  thick,  that  an  hun- 

*  dred  men  may  eafily  fit  under  the  (hade 
«  of   one   of  them.     The    juice,     of 

*  which    the  camphire   is   made,  runs 
'  out  from  a  hole  bored    in  the  upper 
«  part  of  the  tree,  and  is  received  into 
'  a  veffel,  where  it  grows   to  a  con- 
'  fiftency,  and   becomes  what  we  call 
'  camphire;  after  which  the  tree  wi- 
'  thers  and  dies. 

«  There  is  in  this  ifland  the  rhino- 
'  ceros,  a  creature  lefs  than  the  ele- 
«  phant,  but  greater  than  the  buffalo; 

*  it  has   a  horn  upon  it's  noie,  about 

*  a    cubit  long,  which    is    folid,  and 

*  cleft  in  the   middle   from  one   end 
'  to  the  other;    and  there  is  upon  it 

*  white  draughts,   reprefenting  the  fi- 

*  gures  of  men.   The  rhinoceros  rights 

*  with  the  elephant,  runs  his  horn  into 
'  his  belly,  and  carries  him  off  upon 

-'  his  head;  but  the  blood  and  the  fat 
'  of  the  elephant  running  into  his  eyes, 
'  and  making  him  blind,  he  falls  to 
'  the  ground;  and,  what  is  very  afto- 

*  nifhing,  the  roc  comes   and  Carrie's 
'  them   both  away  in  her  claws,  to  be 
'  meat  for  her  young  ones. 

*  I  pafs  over  many  things  peculiar  to 
«  this  iftand,  left  I  ihould  be  trou- 
«  blefome  to  yon.  Here  I  exchanged 

*  fome  of  my  diamonds  for  good  mer- 
«  chandize.     From  thence  we  went  to 
'   other  ifles;  and,  at  laft,  having  touch- 

*  cd  at  fcveral  trading  towns  of  the 


SINDBAD     THE     SAILOR'S     THIRD 
VOYAGE. 

1  'IP  HE  pleafures  of  the  life  which  f 
-*•  *  then  led,  foon  made  me  forget 
'  therifks  I  had  run  in  my  two  former 
«  voyages;  but  being  then  in  the  flower 
«  of  my  age,  I  grew  weary  of  living 
'  without  bufinefs,  and  hardening  my- 
«  felf  againft  the  thought  of  any  dan- 
'  ger  I  might  incur,  I  went  fromBag- 
'  dad,  with  the  richeft  commodities  of 

*  the  country,    to  Balfora.     There  t 

*  embarked  again  with  the  merchants. 
«  We  made  a   long   navigation,    and 
«  touched   at  Ceveral  ports,  where  we 
'  drove  a  confiderable  commerce.     One 
«  day  being  in  the  main  ocean,  we  were 
«  attacked  "by  a  horrible  tempeft,  which 
«  made  us  lofe  our  courfe.     This  tern- 
'  peft    continued    feveral    daysfc   and 
'  brought  us  before  the   port   of  art 
«  ifland,  which  the  captain  was  very 
1   unwilling   to   enter;    but  we    were 
4  obliged  to  anchor  there.     When  we 
«  had  furled  our  fails,  the  captain  told 
«  us,  that  this  and  forne  other  rieigh- 

<  bouring    iflands  were   inhabited   by 
«  hairy  favages,  who  would   fpeediiy 
'  attack  us ;  and,  though  they  were  but 
«  dwarfs,  yet  our  misfortune  was  fuch, 

<  that  we  'mutt  make  no  refiftance,  for 

*  they  were  more  in  number  than  the 

<  locufts;  and   if  we  happened  to  kill 

*  one   of   them,    they  would    all   fall 
«   upon  us  and  deftroy  us.' 

H?rc  day  beginning  to  appear,  Sche- 
(  ^cr 
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herazade  broke  off  her  ftory,  and  con- 
tinued it  next  night  as  follows. 


NIGHT    LXXV. 

Mnr"*HIS  difcourfe  of  the  captain,' 

JL     faid  Sindbad,  *  put  the  whole 

'  company  into  great  conlternation,and 

*  we  found  very  icon  to  our  cott,  that 
'  what  he  had  told  us  was  but  too  truej 
'  an  innumerable  multitude  of  fnght- 
«  ful  favages,  covered  all  over  with  red 

*  hair, and  each  about  two  feet  high,carne 
«  fwimming  towards  us,  and  encom- 

*  pafled  ovir  fhip  in  a  little  time.  They 

*  fpoke  to  us  as  they  came  near,  but 
'  we   underftood  not  their  language, 
'  and  climbed  up  the  fides  of  t lie /hip 
'  with  fo  much  agility  as  furprized  us. 

*  We  beheld  all   this  with   a  mortal 
- «  fear,  without  daring  to  offer  at  de- 

4  fending  ourfelves,  or  to  fpcak   one 

*  word  to  divert  them  from  their  mif- 
'  chievous  defign.     In  fliort,  they  took 

*  down  our  fails,  cut  the  cable,  and, 

*  hauling  to  the  fhore,  made  us  all  get 
'  out,  and  afterwards  carried  the  (hip 

*  into  another  ifland,  from  whence  they 

*  came.    All  travellers  carefully  avoid- 

*  ed  that   ifland  where  they  left  us,  it 

*  being  very  dangerous  to  venture  on 

*  it,  for  a  reafon  you  mail   prefently 
'  hear;  but  we  were  forced  to  bear  our 

*  affliction  with  patience. 

*  We  went   forward  on  the   ifland, 

*  where  we  found  feme  fruits  and  herbs, 

*  which  ferved  to  prolong  our  lives; 
'  but  we  expected  nothing  but  death. 
4  As   we  went  on,  we  perceived  at  a 

*  diftance  a  great  pile  of  building,  and 

*  made  towards  it.     We  found  it  to  be 
'  a  palace,  well  built,  and  very  high, 

*  with  a  gate  of  ebony  of  two  leaves, 
'  which  we  throft  open.     We  entered 
'  the  court,  where  we  faw  before  us  a 
'  vaft  apartment,  with  a  porch,  having 

*  on  one  fide  a  heap  of  men's  bones, 

*  and   on  the  other  a  vaft  number  of 
'  reading  fpits.     We  trembled  at  this 
'  fpe&acle;  and,  being  weary  with  tra- 
'  veiling,  and  our  legs  failing  under 

*  us,    v/e  fell    to   the   ground,    over- 
'  come  with  a  great  fear,  where  we  lay 

*  a  long  time  immoveable. 

'  The  fur,   was  fet;  and  whilft  we 

*  v/ere  in    this  lamentable  condition, 

*  the  gate  of  the  apartment  opened  with 

*  a  grea>  noife,  from  whence  iffued  the 

*  horrible  figure  of  a  black  man,  ?» 


'  hipji  as  a  tall  palm-tree.  He  hacl 
'  livit  one  eye,  and  that  in  the  middle 
'  of  his  forehead,  where  it  looked  as 

*  red  as  a  burning  coal;  his  fore-teeth 

*  were  very  (harp,  and  fo  long  that  they 

*  reached    beyond   his  mouth,    which 

*  was   as  deep  as  that  of  a   horfej  his 
'  upper-lip  hung^  down  upon  his  breaft; 
'  his  ears,  reiembiing  thofe  of  an  tle- 

*  phant,    covered  his   (boulders;   and 

*  his  nails  were  as  long  and  crooked  as 
'  the  talons  of  the  greateft  birds.    Thr 
'  light  of  this  frightful  giant  deprived 

*  us  of  all  fenfe  and  motion. 

'  At  laft,  being  fomewhat  recovered, 
'  we  Taw  him  fitting  in  the  porch,  with 
'  his  face  turned  towards  us:  when  he 
'  had  viewed  us  well,  he  advanced} 
'  and,  laying  his  hand  upon  me,  took 
'  me  up  by  the  nape  of  the  neck,  and 

*  turned  me  round  as  eafily  as  a  but- 

*  cher  would  a  flieep's  head;  but  per- 

*  ceiving  that  I  was  remarkably  ill- 

*  conditioned,    he   releafed    me.      He 

*  then  took  up  all  the  reft,  one  by  one, 
'  and  examined  them  in  the  fame  man- 
'  ner;  and  judging  the  captain  the  fat- 

*  teft,  he  held  him  with  one  hand,  as 
(  if  but  a  fparrow,  thiuft  a  fpit  through 
'  him,  kindled  a  great  fire,    roafted, 
'  and  eat  him  in  his  apartment  for  fup- 

*  per;  which  being  done,  he  returned 

*  to  his  porch,  where  falling  afleep,  he 

*  inoared  louder  than  thunder.    It  was 
'  not  poflible  for  us  to  enjoy  any  reft, 
'  fo  that  we  paffed  the  night  in  the  mofl 

*  cruel  fear  that  can  be  imagined.  Day 
'  appearing,  the  giant  awaked,  got  up, 
'  and  went  out,  leaving  us  in  the  pa- 
«  bee. 

'  When  we  thought  him  at  a  diftance 
'  we  broke  the  melancholy  filence  we 

*  had  kept  all   night,  and  every  one 

*  grieving  more  than  the  other,  the  pa- 

*  Jace  refounded  with  our  complaints 
c  and   groans.     Though  there  were  a 

*  great  many  of  us  to  one  enemv,  we 
«  had  not  at  firft  the  prelencs  of  mind 
'  to  think  of  delivering  ourfelves  from 
'  him  by  his  death.     This  enterprize, 

*  however,  though  hard   to  be  put  in 

*  execution,  was  the  daiigr.  we  ought. 
'  naturally  to  have  formed. 

*  We  thought,  however,  upon  feve- 
'  ral  other  expedients,  but  determined 

*  nothing;  fo  that,  fubmitting  to  what 
f  it  Ihould  pleafc  God  to  order  con- 
'  cerning  us,  we  fpent  the  day  in  run- 

*  King  about  the  iiland  for  fruit  and 
'  l.trbs  to  luftain  our  lives.     When 

*  evening 
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evening  came,  \ve  fought  for  a  place 
to  deep  in,  but  found  none;  fo  that 
we  were  forced,  much  againft  our 
inclinations,  to  return  to  the  palace. 
'  The  giant  failed  not  to  come  back, 
and  flipped  once  more  upon  one  of 
our  companions  5  after  which  he  flept 
and  fnoared  till  day,  and  then  went 
out  and  left  us  as  before.  Our  con- 
dition was  fo  very  terrible,  that  fe- 
veral  of  iny  comrades  defigned  to 
throw  the-mfelves  into  the  fea,  rather 
than  die  fo  horrid  a  death;  and  thofe 
wh-o  were  of  this  mind  argued  with 
the  reft  to  follow  their  example. 
Upon  which  one  of  the  party  anfwer- 
ed,  that  we  were  forbid  to  deftroy 
ourfelves:  but,  even  allowing  it  to  be 
excufeable,  it  would  be  much  wifer 
to  think  of  a  way  to  rid  ourfelves  of 
the  barbarous  tyrant  who  defigned  uft 
fo  cruel  a  fate. 

*  Having  myfelf  thought  of  a  pro- 
ject for  that  end,  I  communicated  it 
to  my  comrades.  "  Brethren/'  faid 
I,  "  you  know  that  there  is  a  great 
deal  of  timber  upon  the  coafh  if  you 
will  be  advifed  by  me,  let  us  makfc 
as  many  floats  of  it  as  will  carry  us; 
and  when  they  are  done,  leave  them 
fit  for  ufe.  In  the  mean  time,  we 
will  endeavour  to  execute  the  defign 
to  deliver  ourfelves  from  the  giant; 
and  if  it  fucceed,  we  may  fafely  (lay 
here  till  fome  (hip  arrive,  by  which 
we  may  be  enabled  to  quit  this  fatal 
ifland;  but  mould  our  effort  prove 
nnfuccefsful,  we  may  fpeedily  get  to 
our  floats,  and  put  to  fea.  I  confefs, 
that  by  expofmg  ourfelves  to  the 
fury  of  the  waves,  we  run  a  rifk  of 
lofing  our  lives;  but  if  we  do,  is  it 
not  better  to  be  buried  in  the  fea 
than  in  the  entrails  of  this  monfter, 
who  has  already  devoured  two  of 
us?"  My  advice  was  relifhed,  and 
we  made  floats  capable  of  carrying 
three  perfons  each. 
«  We  returned  to  the  palace  towards 
the  evening,  and  the  giant  arrived  a 
little  while  after.  We  fubmitted  to 
fee  another  of  our  comrades  roafted. 
But  at  lait  revenged  ourfelves  on  the 
brutifh  giant  thus.  After  he  had 
made  an  end  of  his  curfed  fupper,  he 
lay  down  on  his  back,  and  fell  afleep. 
As  foon  as  we  heard  him  fnoie, 


according  to  his  cnftom,  nine  of  the 
boldeft  among  us,  with  myfelf,  took 
each  a  fpit;  and,  putting  the  points 
of  them  into  the  fire  till  they  were 
burning  hot,  we  thruft  them  into  his 
eye  all  at  once,  which  immediately 
blinded  him.  Tortured  with  the 
pain,  he  cried  out  frightfully,  and 
inftantly  got  up,  ftretching  cut  his 
hands,  in  order  to  facrifice  fome  of 
us  to  his  rage;  but  we  iecured  our- 
felves from  his  wrath;  and  after  hav- 
ing fought  for  us  in  vain,  he  groped 
for  the  gate,  and  went  out,  howling 
dreadfully  *.' 

Scheherazade  flopped  here;  but  nsxt 
night  refuraed  her  itory  thus. 
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went  out  of  the  palace  after 
c  the  giant,'  continued  Sind- 
bad,  <  and  came  to  the  (hore,  where 
we  had  left  our  floats,  and  put  them 
immediately  into  the  fea.  We  waited 
till  day,  intending  to  get  upon  them, 
if  the  giant  fhould  approach  us  with 
any  guide  of  his  own  fpecies  ;  but  we 
hoped,  if  he  did  not  appear  by  fun- 
rifing,  and  pave  over  his  howling, 
which  we  ftill  heard,  that  he  would 
die;  and  if  that  happened  to  be  the 
cafe,  we  refolved  to  ftay  in  the  ifland, 
and  not  to  rifle  our  lives  upon  the 
floats:  but  day  had  fcarcc  appeared, 
when  we  perceived  our  cruel  enemy, 
accompanied  with  two  others  almoft 
of  the  fame  fize,  leading  him;  and  a 
great  number  more  coming  before 
him  with  a  very  quick  pace. 
'  When  we  faw  this,  we  made  no 
delay,  but  got  immediately  upon  our 
floats,  and  rowed  off  from  the  fhore. 
The  giants,  who  perceived  this,  took 
up  great  ftones,  ran  to  the  (hore,  and 
entering  the  water  op  to  their  middles, 
threw  fo  exactly,  that  they  funk  all 
the  floats  but  that  which  I  was  upon, 
and  all  my  companions,  except  the 
two  with  me,  were  drowned.  We 
rowed  with  all  our  might,  and  foon. 
got  out  of  the  reach  of  the  giants. 
But  when  out  at  fea,  we  wereexpofed 
to  the  mercy  of  the  waves  and  winds, 
and  toffed  about  fometimes  on  one 


*  It  would  feem  that  the  Arabian  author  has  tiken  this  ftory  from  Homefs  Odyfley. 

QL?  «  fide 
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fide,  and  fometimes  on  the  other; 
and  fpent  that  night  and  the  follow- 
ing day  undsr  a  cruel  uncertainty  : 
however,  next  morning,  we  had  the 
good  fortune  to  be  thrown  upon  an 
ifland,  where  we  landed  with  much 
joy.  We  found  excellent  fruit  there, 
which  gave  us  fuch  great  relief,  that 
we  foon  recovered  our  ftrength. 
«  In  the  evening  we  fell  afleep  on  the 
bank  of  the  fea;  but  were  foon  a- 
waked  by  the  none  of  a  ferper.tas  long 
as  a  palm-tree,  whole  fcales  made  a 
ruftijng  as  it  crept  along.  It  fwal- 
lowed  up  one  of  my  comrades,  not- 
withftanding  his  loud  cries,  and  the 
efforts  he  made  to  extricate  himfelf; 
for  (baking  himfeveral  times  againft 
the  ground,  it  crufiied  him  in  a  moft 
(hocking  manner;  and  we  could  hear 
it  gnaw  and  tear  the  poor  wretch's 
bones  after  we  had  fled  to  a  great  dif- 
tance.  Next  day  we  faw  this  ferpent 
again,  to  our  great  terror  5  when  I 
cried  out-—"  O  Heaven!  to  what 
dangers  are  we  expofed  !  We  re- 
1  joiced  yefterday  at  our  having  ef- 
«c  caped  from  the  cruelty  of  a  giant, 
«{  and  the  rage  of  the  waves ;  and  now 
are  we  fallen  into  another  danger  al- 
together as  terrible  I" 
«  As  we  walked  about,  we  efpied  a 
large  tall  tree,  upon  which  we  de- 
figned  to  pals  the  following  night  for 
our  better  fecurity ;  and,  having  fa- 
tisfied  our  hunger  with  fruit,  we 
mounted  it  accordingly.  A  little 
while  after,  the  ferpent  came  hiding 
to  the  root  of  the  tree,  railed  itfelf  up 
againft  the  trunk  of  it,  and  meeting 
with  my  comrade,  who  fat  lower  than 
myfelf,  fvyallowed  him  at  once,  and 
went  off. 

*  I  ftaid  upon  the  tree  till  it  was  day, 
and  then  came  down,  more  like  a  dead 
man   than   one  alive,  expecling  the 
fate  of  my  two  companions.     This 
fo  filled  me  with  horror,  that  I  was 
going  to  throw  myfelf  into  the  fea; 
but,  nature  prompting  us  to  a  defire 
of  living  as  long  as  we  can,  I  with- 
ftood  this  temptation  to  defpair,  and 
fubmitted  myfelf  to  the  will  of  God, 
who  difpofes  of  our  lives  at  his  plea- 
fure. 

*  In  the  mean  time,  I  gathered  toge- 
ther a  great  quantity  of  fmall  wood, 
brambles,  and  dry  thorns;  and.mak- 

f  ing  them  up  into  faggots,  made  a, 
'  great  circle  with  them  round  the  tree, 


and  alfo  tied  fome  of  them  to  the 
branches  over  my  head.  Thus  fe- 
cured,  when  the  evening  came,  I  fhut 
myfelf  up  within  the  circle,  with  this 
melancholy  piece  of  fatisfaftion,  that 
I  had  neglected  nothing  which  could 
preferve  me  from  the  cruel  deftiny 
with  which  I  was  threatened.  The 
ferpent  came  at  the  uftial  hour,  and 
went  round  the  tree,  feeking  for  an 
opportunity  to  devour  me,  but  was 
prevented  by  the  rampart  I  had  made; 
fo  that  he  fat  till  day,  like  a  cat  watch- 
ing in  vain  for  a  moufe  that  has  re- 
treated to  a  place  of  fafety.  When 
day  appeared,  he  retired;  but  I  dared 
not  to  leave  my  fort  until  the  fun 
arofe. 

'  I  was  fatigued  with  the  toil  he  had 
put  me  to,  and  fuffered  fo  much  by 
his  poilbnous  breath,  that  death  feem- 
ed  more  eligible  to  me  than  the  hor- 
ror of  fuch  a  condition  :  I  came  down 
from  the  tree  ;  and,  not  thinking  on 
the  refignation  I  had  made  to  the  will 
of  God  the  preceding  day,  I  rah  to- 
ward the  fea,  with  a  defjgn  to  throw 
?  myfelf  into  it  headlong.' 

Here  Scheherazade  flopped,  becaufc 
day  appeared;  and  next  night  continued 
her  ftory  as  follows. 
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OD,'  purfued  Sindbad,  'took 
'  compafllon  on  my  defperata 
ftate;  for,  juft  as  I  was  going  to 
throw  myfelf  into  the  fea,  I  perceived 
a  fhip  at  a  confiderable  diftance.  I 
called  as  loud  as  I  could  j  and,  tak- 
ing the  linen  from  my  turban,  dif- 
played  it,  that  they  might  obferve 
me.  This  had  the  defired  effect;  for 
I  was  foon  difcovered,  and  the  cap- 
tain fent  me  his  boat.  When  I  got 
on  board,  the  merchants  and  feamea 
immediately  furrounded  me,  expref- 
fing  great  folicitude  to  know  how  I 
came  on  that  defart  ifland ;  and,  after 
I  had  told  them  all  that  had  befallen 
me,  the  oldefl  among  them  faid  they 
had  feveral  times  heard  of  the  giants 
who  inhabited  that  ifland  ;  that  they 
were  cannibals,  and  eat  men  raw  as 
well  as  roafted  ;  and  as  to  the,  fer- 
pents,  they  added,  there  were  abun- 
dance in  the  ifland,  who  hid  them- 
felyes  by  day,  awd  came  abroad  by 
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night.     After  having  teftified  their 
joy  at  my  efcaping  fo  many  dangers, 
they  brought  me  the  beft  of  what  they 
had  to  eat ;  and  the  captain,  feeing 
that  my  cloaths  were  worn  out,  was  fo 
generous  as  to  give  me  one  of  his  own 
fuits.     We  were  at  fea  for  fome  time, 
touched  at  feveral .  iflands,  and  at  laft 
landed  at  that  of  Saiabat,  where  there 
grows  fanders,  a  wood  of  great  ufe  in 
phyfick.     We  entered  the  port,  and 
came  to  an  anchor;  and  the  merchants 
began  to  unload  their  goods,  in  order 
to  fell  or  exchange  them.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  captain  came  to  me,  and 
faid — "  Brother,  I  have  here  a  parcel 
of  goods  that  belonged  to  a  merchant 
who  (ailed  fome  time  on  board  this 
(hip;  but  he  being  dead,  I  defign  to 
difpofe  of  it  for  the  benefit  of  his 
heirs,  when  I  know  them.'"     The 
bales   he   fpoke  of  lay  on  the  deck; 
and,  (hewing  them  to  me,  he  added— 
Thefe  are   the  goods;    and  I  hope 
you  will  take  care  to  fell  them  well, 
and   you   (hall  have  factorage."     I 
thanked  him  for  giving  me  an  oppor- 
tunity of  employing  myfelf,     for  I 
hated  to  be  idle. 

c  The  clerk  of -the  fhip  took  an  ac- 
count of  all  the  bales,  with  the  names 
of  the  merchants  to  whom  they  be- 
longed :  and  when  he  afked  the  cap- 
tain in  whole  name  he  fhould  enter 
thofe  he  gave  me  the  charge  of — 
1  Enter  them,"  (aid  the  captain,  "in 
*  the  name  of  Sindbad  the  Sailor."  I 
could  not  hear  myfelf  named  without 
fome  emotion;  and,  looking  Itedfaftly 
on  the  captain,  I  knew  him  to  be  the 
perfon  who,  in  my  fecond  voyage, 
had  left  me  in  the  ifland  where  I  fell 
afleep  by  the  brook,  and  fet  fail  with- 
out me,  or  even  fending  to  fee  for  me: 
but  I  could  not  remember  him  at  firft, 
he  being  fo  much  altered  fince  that 
time. 

'  As  for  him,  believing  Sindbad  to 
be  dead,  I  did  not  wonder  at  his  hav- 
ing  forgot  me.     "  But,    captain," 
faid  I,  "  was  the  merchant's  name 
f*  to  whom  thofe  bales  belonged  Sind- 
.««  bad?"— "  Yes,"  replied  he,  "that 
."  was  his  name;  he  came  from  Bag- 
"  dad,  and  embarked  on  board  my  (hip 
*'  at  Balfora.     One  day,  happening  to 
5*  land  at  an  ifland  to  take  in  water  and 
5*  other  refreshments,  I  cannot  tell  by 
J*1  what  miftake,  I  fet  fail  again  with- 


out  obferving  that  he  did  not  re-em- 
bark with  us;  neither  myfelf  nor  the 
merchants  perceived  it  till  four  hours 
after.  We  had  the  wind  in  our  ftern, 
and  (b  fre(h  a  gale,  that  it  was  not 
then  poflible  for  us  to  tack  about  for 
him."  —  "  You  believe  him  then  to 
be  dead  ?"  faid  I.  "  Certainly/' 
anfwered  he.  *'  No,  captain,"  faid 
I  ;  "  look  upon  me,  and  you  will  be 
convinced  that  I  am  the  fame  Sindbad 
whom  you  left  in  that  defart  ifland. 
I  fell  afleep  by  a  brook;  and,  when  I 
awaked,  I  found  all  the  (hip's  com- 
pany gone."  At  thefe  words  the 
captain  looked  ftedfaftly  on  me.' 

Here  Scheherazade,  perceiving  day, 
broke  off  her  ftory;  and  next  night  re- 
fumed  it  as  follows. 
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'"TpHE  captain,'   continued  Sind- 
JL     bad,  '  having  considered  me  at- 
tentively, at  laft  recognized  my  fea- 
tures ;    and,  embracing    rne,    (aid— 
God  be  praifcd  !   for  fortune  has  fup- 
plied  my  criminal  negligence.  There 
lie    the   remainder   of  your    goods, 
which  I  have  taken  cure  to  preierve: 
I  have  fold  the  others  to  the  be  ft  ad- 
vantage, the  whole  amount  of  which 
I  am  ready  to  repay  you."     I  ac- 
cepted  the   money,    and   the  unfold 
goods;    but   not    without   the   mod 
exprtfllve    acknowledgments  of  hit 
kindnefs. 

'  From  the  ifland  of  Salabat  we  went 
to  another,  where  I  furhifhtd  myfelf 
with  cloves,  cinnamon,  and  other 
fpices.  As  we  ftiled  from  that  ifland, 
we  fiiw  a  tortoife  that  was  twenty 
cubits  in  length  and  breadth;  we 
alfo  obfei  ved  a  fifh  which  looked  like 
a  cow,  and  gave  milk;  and  it's  fkin 
was  fo  hard,  that  bucklers  might  be 
made  of  it:  I  faw  another,  which  had 
the  fhape  and  colour  of  a  camel. 
'  After  a  long  voyage,  I  arrived  at 
Balfora;  and  from  thence  returned  to 
this  city  with  fo  much  riches,  that  I 
fcarce  knew  what  to  do  with  them  :  I 
gave,  however,  a  great  deal  to  the 
poor;  and  alfo  bought  another  large 
eftate  for  myfelf.' 

Thus  Sindbad  finished  the  hiftory  of 
his  third  voyage  j   g:ive  another  hun- 
dred 
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dred  fequins  to  Kindbad,  and  invited 
him  to  dinner  again  next  day,  to  hear 
the  ftory  of  his  fourth  voyage. 

Hindbad  and  the  company  retired ; 
and  next  day,  when  they  returned,  Sind- 
bad,  after  dinner,  continued  the  ftory 
of  his  adventures. 


THE  FOURTH  VOYAOE  OF  SINDBAD 
THE  SAILOR. 

«  npHE  pleafnres,'  faid  he,  <  and  the 
'  divertifTements  I  took  after  my 
third  voyage,  had  not  charms  enough 
to  divert  me  from  another.  I  was 
again  prevailed  upon  by  my  paffion  for 
traffick,  and  my  curiofity  to  fee  new 
obj-  fts.  I  therefore  put  my  affairs  in 
order;  and,  having  provided  a  ftock 
of  goods  fit  for  the  places  where  I 
defigned  to  trade,  I  fet  out  on  my 
journey.  I  travelled  through  feveral 
provinces  of  Perila  to  a  remote  port 
of  that  kingdom,  where  I  embarked. 
The  (hip  let  fail ;  and  having  touched 
at  feveral  ports  of  Terra  Firma,  and 
fome  of  the  eaftern  iflands,  we  again 
putotittofea;  but  were  foonovertaken 
by  fo  fudden  a  crult  of  wind,  that  the 
captain  was  obliged  to  furl  his  fails, 
and  to  take  all  other  necefiary  pre- 
cautions to  prevent  the  danger  that 
threatened  us  ;  notwithstanding  which, 
our  endeavours  were  of  no  effccl  j  for 
the  fails  were  torn  in  a  thoufand 
pieces,  the  (hip  was  ftranded,  a  great 
many  of  the  merchants  and  feamen 
were  drowned,  and  the  cargo  was  loft.'' 

Scheherazade  perceiving  day,  hel'd 
her  peace;  but  refumed  her  ftory  next 
flight  as  follows. 
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'  T  Had  the  good  fortune/  continued 
A  Sindbad,  *  with  feveral  of  the 
merchants  and  mariners,  to  get  a 
plank;  and  we  were  carried  by  the 
current  to  an  i(land  which  Ir.y  before 
us :  there  we  found  fruit  and  foun- 
tain-water, which  preferved  our  lives. 
We  ftaid  all  night  near  the  place 
where  the  fca  catt  us  on  fhore,  with- 
out confulting  what  we  Ihould  do, 
our  misfortune  having  fo  much  dif- 
fpirittd  us. 
'  Next  morning,  as  foon  as  the  fun 


was  up,  we  walked  from  the  fhore • 
and,  advancing  into  the  ifland,  faw 
fome  houfes,  to  which  we  proceeded; 
but  had  no  fooner  got  thither,  than 
we  were  encompafTed  by  a  great  num- 
ber of  blacks,  who  feized  us,  fhared 
us  among  themfe'ves,  and  carried  us 
to  their  refpeclive  habitations. 

*  Five  of  rny  comrades,  with  myfelf, 
were  carried  to  one  place :  they  im- 
mediately made  us  fit  down,  and  gave 
us  an  herb,  which  they  made  figns  for 
us  to  eat.    My  comrades,  not  taking 
notice  that  the  blacks  eat  none  of  it 
themfelves,  confulted  only  the  fatis- 
fying  of  their  own  hunger  by  eating 
with  gieedinefs  :    but   I,  fufpefting 
fome  trick, would  not  fo  much  as  tafte 
it;  which  happened  well  for  me,  for 
in  a  little  time  after  I  perceived  my 
companions  had  loft  their  fenfes,  and 
that  when   they  addreffed  me  they 
knew  not  what  they  faid. 

*  The  blacks  fed  us  afterwards  with 
rice,  prepared  with  oil  of  cocoas  j  and 
my  comrades,  who  had  loft  their  rea- 
fon,  eat  of  it  greedily :    I  eat  of  it 
alib,  but  very  fparingly.  The  blacks 
adminiftered  the  herb  at  firft  to  de- 
prive us  of  our  fenfes,  that  we  might 
not  avoid  the  fad  deftiny  prepared  for 
us;  and  they  gave  us  the  rice  on  pur. 
pofe  to  fatten  us  for  their  ufe,  being 
cannibals.  They  accordingly  eat  my 
comrades,  who  were  not  lenfible  of 
their  condition  ;  but  my  fenfes  being 
entire,  you  mayeafily  guefs,  gentle- 
men, that,  inftead  of  growing  fat  as 
the  reft  did,  I  grew  leaner  every  day: 
the  fear  of  death,  under  which  I  la- 
boured, turned  all  my  food  into  poi- 
fon  j    I  fell  into  a  languilhing  dif- 
temper,  which,  however,  proved  my 
fafety;  for  the  blacks  feeing  me  wi- 
thered, lean,  and  fick,  deferred  my 
death  to  a  future  time. 

'  Meanwhile,  I  had  fo  much  liberty, 
that  there  was  fcarce  any  notice  taken 
ofwhatldid;  which  gave  me  an  op- 
portunity, one  day,  to  get  at  a  dif- 
tance  from  the  houfes,  and  to  make 
my  efcape.  An  old  man  who  faw 
me,  and  fufpefted  my  defign,  called 
to  me  as  loud  as  he  could  to  return  ; 
but,  inftead  of  obeying  him,  I  re- 
doubled my  pace,  and  quickly  got 
out  of  fight.  At  that  time  there  was 
only  the  old  man  near  the  houfes,  th« 
reft  being  abroad  for  the  whole  day, 
which  vyas  a  cuflom  pretty  ufual  with, 
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them  :  therefore,  being  fure  that  they 
couid  not  return  home  time  enough 
to  purfue  me,  I  flopped  to  reft  a  little 
at  night,  and  to  eat  fome  of  the  pro- 
vifions  I  had  previoufly  fecured  ;  but 
I  foon  fet  forward  again,  and  travel- 
led feven  days,  carefully  avoiding 
thofe  places  which  feemed  to  be  in- 
habited; and  lived  for  the  moft  part 
upon  cocoa-nuts,  which  ferved  me 
both  for  meat  and  drink.  On  the 
eighth  day  I  came  near  the  fea,  and 
faw,  all  of  a  fudden,  white  people 
Jikemyfelf  gathering  pepper,  of  which 
there  was  great  plenty  in  that  place  : 
this  I  took  to  be  a  good  omen,  and 
went  to  them  without  any  tear.' 

Scheherazade  broke  cfF  here  ;  but 
went  on  with  the  ftory  next  night  as 
follows. 
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HE  people  who  were  gathering 
*  pepper,'  continued  Sindbad, 

*  came  to  meet  me  as  loon  as  they  faw 
'  me,  and  afked  me,  in  Arabick,  who 
«  I  was,  and  whence  I  came.     I  was 

*  overjoyed  to  hear  them  fpeak  in  my 
f  own  language,  and  willingly  fatisfied 

*  their  curiofity,    bv   giving   them  an 

*  account  of  my    fhipwreck,    and    of 
'  my  confinement  among  the  blacks. 
*'  Thofe  blacks,"  faid  they,  "  eat  hu- 
"  man  flefh ;  by  what  miracle,   there - 
"  fore,  did  you  efcape their  cruelty  ?"  I 
c  gave  them  an  account  of  every  pnrti- 
4  cular,  at  which  they  were  wonderfully 
'  furprized. 

«  I  waited  till  they  had  gathered  their 
'  quantity  of  pepper,  and  then  failed 
'  with  them  to  the  ifland  from  whence 
'  they  came.  They  prefented  me  to 
'  their  king,  who  was  a  good  prince: 

*  he  had  the  patience  to  hear  the  rela- 
«  tion  of  my  adventures,  at  which  he 

*  expreffed  his  aftoniftiment ;  he  after- 

*  wards    gave   me  cloaths,  and  com- 

*  manded  that  care  fliould  be  taken  of 

*  me. 

*  The  ifland  was  very  well  peopled, 
'  and  the  capital  was  a  place  of  great 
"  trade.  This  agreeable  place  of  retreat 

*  was  X'ery  comfoi  table  to  me  after  my 
'  misfortune;  and  the  kindnefs  of  this 
'  generous,  prince   towards   me   com- 
«  pleated  my  fatisfaclion.     In  a  word, 

*  there  virai  not  a  perfon  more  in  favour 


*  with  him  than  myfclf,  and  of  confe- 
«  qu'ence  every  man  in  the  court  and 

*  city   fought  opportunities   to  oblige 

*  me;  fo  that  in  a  very  little  time  I  was 
'  looked  upon  rather  as  a  native  than 
'  a  ftranger. 

*  I  obferved,  (which  to  me  locked 
'  very  extraordinary)  that  ail  the  peo- 

*  pie,  the   king  hiinfelf  not  excepted, 
«  rode  their  horfes  without  bridles  or 
'   ftirrups;  and  I  .one  day  took  the  li- 
'  berty  of  afking  the  king  the  reafon  : 
'  liis  majefty  anfwered,  that  I  talked 

*  to  him  of  things  which  nobody  knew 

*  the  ufe  of  in  his  dominions. 

«  I  went  immediately  to  a  workman, 
'  and  gave  him  a  model  for  making  th<s 
'  ftock  of  a  faddle.  When  he  had  fi. 

*  nifhed  it,  I  covered  it  myfelf  with  vel- 
'  vet  and  leather,   and  embroidered  it 

*  with  gold.     I  afterwards  went  to  a 
'  lockfmiib,  who  made  me  a  bridle  and] 
'  fome  ftirrups  according  to  the  pat- 
'  terns  I  mewed  him;  and  when  I  had 

*  all    thefe    articles  compleat,  I    pre- 

*  fented  them  to  the  king,  and  after- 
«   wards  put  them  on  one  of  his  horfes. 
'  His  majefty  mounting  immediately* 
'  was  fo  mightily  pleafed,  that  he  telfi- 

*  fied   his   fatisfaclion    by   giving  me 
'  large  preients.      I  could   not   avoid 

*  making    feveral   others   for  the   n;r- 
'  nifters  and   principal   officers  of  his 

*  houmold,  who  likewife  made  me  con- 

*  fiderable  prefents.    I  then  accommo- 
c  dated    the  beft  quality  in   the  city  ; 

*  which  gained  me  general  reputation 

*  and  regard. 

'  I  made  my  court  very  pun£ua!!y  to 
f  the  king;  who  faid  to  me  one  day-*- 
"  Sintlbnd,  I  love  the*?;  and  ail  rny  fub- 
"  jecls  who  know  thee  treat  thcc  ac- 
«'  cording  to  my  example.  I  have  one 
"  thing  to  demand  of  thee,  which  thou 
'*  mutt  grant." — "  Sir/'  aniwcrcd  I, 
"  there  is  nothing  but  what  I  will  do, 
"  as  a  mark  of  my  obedience  to  your 
"  majefty,  whofe  power  over  rr,e  isabr 
*'  folute."— (<  I  have  a  mind  thou 
*'  /houldft  marry,1'  replied  he,  *'  that 
<£  thou  mayeft  ftay  in  my  dominions, 
'*  and  have  occaiion  to  think  no  mere 
<(  of  thy  own  country.1'  I  dared  not 
'  refift  the  prince's  will;  and  he  gave 
'  me  one  of  the  ladies  of  his  cp-urt,  a 
'  noble,  beautiful,  chajle,  and  richiridy, 

*  The  ceremonies   cf   marriage  being 

*  over,  I  went  and  dwelt  with  ""her,  and 
«  we  lived  for  fome  time  in  perfect  har- 

*  inony.  I  was  not,  however,  verj-  well 

' 


126     ARABIAN  NIGHTS  ENTERTAINMENTS. 

fatisfied   with    my   condition;    and 
therefore  defigned  to  make  my  efcape 
on  the  firft  occafion,  and  to  return  to 
Bagdad;  which  my  prefent  fettlement, 
how  advantageous  foever,  could  not 
erafe  from  my  remembrance. 
'  While  I  was  thinking  on  this,  the 
wife  of  one  of  my  neighbours,  wi'h 
whom  I  had  contracted  a  very  ftrift 
friendship,  fell  fick,  and  died.  I  went 
to  fee  and  comfort  him  in  his  afflic- 
tion, and  finding  him  inconfolable, 
I  faid  to  him  as  foon  as  I  faw  him— 
«  God  preferve  you,  and  grant  you  a 
*  long  life!" — "  Alas!"  replied  he, 
'  how  do  you  think  I  mould  obtain 
'  the  favour  you  wifh  me?  I  have  not 
'  above  an  hour  to  live." — "  Pray," 
faid  I,  "  do  not  entertain  fuch  a  me- 
1  lancholy  thought;  I  hope  you  will 
'  be  deceived,  and  that  I  fhall  enjoy 
"  your  company   for  many  years."— 
"  I  wifli  you,"  faid  he,  "a  long  life; 
"  but  as  for  me,  my  days  are  near  an 
«'  end.  I  muft  be  buried  this  day  with 
«'  my  wife.     It  is  a  law  which  our  an  - 
•'  ceftors  eftablifhed  in  this  ifland,  and 
«(  always  obferved  inviolably;  the  liv- 
««  ing  hufband  to  be  interred  with  the 
"  dead  wife,  and  the  living  wife  with 
*«  the  dead  hufband.  Nothing  can  fave 
*'  me;  for  every  one  muft  iubmit  to  this 
««  law." 

«  While  he    was    entertaining   me 

*  with  an  account   of  this  barbarous 
'  cuftom,  the  very  hearing   of  which 
'  frightened  me  exceffively.  his  kindred, 
'  friends,  and  neig!ibou;s,came  in  a  bo- 
«  dy  to  afllft  at  the  funeral.    They  put 

*  on  the  corpfe  the  woman's  ricbeft  ap- 

*  parel,  as  if  it  had  been  her  wedding- 
«  dsy,  and  drefled  her  with  all  her  jew- 
'  els;  then  they  put  her  into  an  open 
'  coffin;  and,  lifting  it  up,  began  their 

*  march  to  the  place  of  burial.     The 

*  hufband  walked  at  the  head  of  the 

*  company,    and   followed  the  corpfe. 
'  They  went  up  to  a  high  mountain, 

*  and  wben  they  came  thither,  took  up 
'  a  great  ftone,  which  covered  the  mouth 
'  of  a  very  deep  pit,  and  let  down  the 
«  corpfe  with  all  it's  apparel  and  jewels. 
'  Then   the  hufband,    embracing  his 
'  kindred  and  friends,  f offered  himfelf 
'  to  be  put  into  another  open   coiiin 
«  without  icfiftance,  with  a  pot  of  wa- 
'  ter,  and  feven  little  loaves,  and  \vns 
'  let  down  in  the   fame  manner  as  his 

*  wife,  Themountnin  was  pretty  long, 

*  And  reached  to  the  fea.  The  ceremony 


beingover,  they  covered  theholeagairt 
with  the  ftone,  and  returned  back  to 
the  town. 

*  It  is  necdlefs,  gentlemen,  for  me  to 
tell   you  that  I  was  the  only  melan- 
choly fpe&ator   at   this   funeral,  for 
the  reft  were  fcarely  moved  at  it,  th« 
cuftom  being  habitual  among  them. 
I   could    not    forbear   fpeaking   my 
thoughts  of  this  matter  to  the  king: 

'  Sir,"  faid  I,  "  I  cannot  enough  ad- 
'  mire  the  ftrange  cuftom  in  this  coun- 
'  try,  of  burying  the  living  with  the 

*  dead.     I  have  been  a  great  traveller, 
'  and  feen  many  countries,  but  never 
'  heard  of  fo  cruel  a  law." — "  What 

*  do  you  mean,  Sinbad?"  faid  the  king: 
"  it  is  a  common  law  ;  I   fhall  be  in- 
terred with  the  queen   my  wife,   if 
file  die  firft."— "  But,  Sir,"  faid  I, 

"  may  I  prefume  to  demand  of  your 
majefty,  if  ft  rangers  beobliged  to  ob- 
'  ferve  this  law?" — "Without  doubt,'* 
replied  the  king,  fmiling  at  the  occa- 
fion  of  my  queftion;  "  they  are  not 
'  exempted,  if  married  in  thisiflnnd." 

*  I   went  home  very  melancholy  at 
this  anfwer,  for  the  fear  of  my  wife's 
dying  firft;  and  that  I  fhould  be  in- 
terred alive  with  her,  occafioned  very 
mortifying  reflections.  But  there  was 
no  remedy,  I  muft  have  patience,  and 
iubmit  to  the  will  of  God.      I  trem- 
bled, however,  at  every  little  indiipo- 
fition  of  my  wife;  but,  alas!  in  a  lit- 
tle time  my  fears  came  upon  me  all 
at  once,  for  fhe  fell  fick,  and  died  in 
a  few  days.' 

Scheherazade  flopped  here  for  tha-t 
time,  and  refr.n-.ed  the  thread  of  her 
ftory  next  night  thus. 
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YO  U  may  judge  of  my  farrow,' 
continued  Sindbnd,  '  to  be  in- 
terred alive,  feemed  to  me  as  de- 
plorable an  end  as  to  be  devoured  by 
cannibals.  But  there  was  no  remedy; 
the  king,  his  whole  court,  and  the 
moft  confiderable  people  of  the  cily, 
would  honour  the  funeral  with  their 
prefence.  When  all  was  ready  for 
the  ceremony,  the  corpfe  was  put  in- 
to a  ccffin,  with  all  her  jewels  and 
magnificent  apparel.  The  cavalcade 
was  begun;  and,  as  the  fecond  perfoii  - 
age  in  this  doleful  tragedy,  I  went 
«  next 
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*  next  the  corpfe,  with  my  eyes  full  of 

*  tears,  bewailing  my  deplorable  fate. 
'  Before  I  came  to  the  mountain,   I 

*  made  an  eflay  on  the  minds  of  the 
'  fpeftators:  I  addrefled  myfelf  to  the 
'  king  in  the  firft  place,  and  then  to  all 
'  thofe  who  were  round  me;  and,  bow- 
'  ing  before  them  to  the  earth,  to  kifs 

*  the  borders  of  their  garments,  I  pray- 
'  ed  them  to  havecompaffion  upon  me. 
"  Confider,"  faid    I,   "  that  I  am   a 
*'  ftranger,'and  ought  not  to  befubjeft 
"  to  this  rigorous  law,  and  that  I  have 
*'  another  wife  and  children  in  my  own 
"  country*."     It  was  to  no  purpofe 

*  for  me  to  fpeak  thus,  no  one  was 
'  moved  at  it;  on  the  contrary,  they 
'  made  the  more  hade  to  let  down  my 

*  wife's  corpfe  into  the  pit,    and  the 
'  next  moment  put  me  down  in  an  open 
'  coffin,  with   a  veffel   full  of  water, 
'  and  feven  loaves.    In  fliort,  the  fatal 
'  ceremony  being  performed,  they  co- 

*  vered  the  mouth  of  the  pit,  notwith- 
'  (landing  the  excefs  of  my  grief,  and 

*  my  lamentable  cries. 

*  As  I  came  near  the  bottom,  I  dif- 
'  covered,  by  the  little  light  that  ap- 
'  peared  from  above,  the  nature  of  this 
'  fubterranean  place;  it  was  a  vaft  long 
'  cave,ar,d  might  be  about  fifty  fathoms 

*  deep.     I  immediately  fmelt  an  infuf- 

*  ferable  ftench,  proceeding  from  the 

*  multitude  of  dead  corpfes,  which  I 
*'  faw  on  the  right  and  left;  and  I  fan- 

*  cied  that  I  heard  fome  of  them  figh  out 

*  their  laft.  However,when  I  got  down, 
'  I  immediately  left  my  coffin;  and, 
'  removing  at  a diftance  from  the  corpfe, 
'  held   my  noie,  and  ftretched   myfelf 

*  on  the  ground,  where  I  ftaid  aconfi- 

*  derable  time,  bathed  in  tears.    Then 
'  reflecting   on   my   fad   lot — "  It   is 
"  true,"  laid  I,  "  that  God  difpofes 
"  all  things  according  to  the  decrees  of 
"  his  providence;  but,  poor  Sindbad, 
*{  art   thou    not   the  caufe  of  bring. 
"  ing  thyfelf  to   fo  ftrange  a  death? 
"  Would  to  God  thou  hadft  perifhed 
"  in  fome  of  thole  tempefts  which  thou 
"  haft  efcaped!  Then  thy  death  had  not 
"  been  fo  lingering  and  terrible  in  all 
"  it's  circumrtances.     But   thou  haft 
"  drawn  all   this  upon  thyfelf  by  thy 
"  curfed    avarice.     Ah,    unfortunate 
"  wretch!  fliouldft  thou  not  rather  have 
"  ftaid  at  home,  and   quietly  er.joyed 
**  the  fruits  of  thy  labour?" 


'  Such  were  the  vain  complaints  with 
which  I  made  the  cave  re-echo,  beat- 
ing my  head  and  ftomach  in  rage  and 
defpair,  and  abandoning  myfelf  td  the 
moft  afflicting  thoughts.  Neverthe- 
lefs  I  muft  tell  you,  that,  inftead  of 
calling  death  to  my  afliftance  in  that 
miferable  condition,  I  (till  felt  an  in- 
clination to  live,  and  to  do  all  I  could 
to  prolong  my  days.  I  went  grop- 
ing about,  with  my  nofe  ftopt,  for  the 
bread  and  water  that  was  in  my  cof- 
fin, and  took  fome  of  it.  Though  the 
darknefs  of  the  cave  was  fo  great  that 
I  could  not  diftinguifh  day  and  night, 
yet  I  always  found  my  coffin  again; 
and  the  cave  feemed  to  be  more  fpa- 
cious  and  fuller  of  corpfes  than  it  ap- 
peared to  me  at  firft.  I  lived  for 
fome  days  upon  my  bread  and  water; 
which  being  all  confumed,  I  at  lalfc 
prepared  for  death.' 

At  thefe  words  Scheherazade  left  off, 
but  relumed  the  ftory  next  night  thus. 
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AS  I  was  thinking  of  death, 'con- 
tinued Sindbad,  *  I  heard  the 
Itone  lifted  up  from  the  mouth  of  the 
cave,  and  immediately  the  corpfe  of  a 
man  was  let  down.  "When  we  are  re- 
duced to  neceffity,it  is  natural  to  come 
to  extreme  resolutions.  While  they 
were  letting  down  the  woman,  I  ap- 
proached the  place  where  her  coffin 
was  to  be  put,  and  as  foon  as  I  perceiv- 
ed they  were  again  covering  the  mouth 
of  the  cave,  I  gave  the  unfortunate 
wretch  two  or  three  fevere  blows  over 
the  head  with  a  large  bone,  which 
inftantly  killed  her.  I  committed  this 
inhuman  action  merely  for  the  fake 
of  the  bread  and  water  in  her  coffin, 
and  thus  I  had  provifions  for  fbms 
days  longer.  When  that  was  fpenr, 
they  let  down  another  dead  woman, 
and  a  living  man;  I  killed  the  man  in 
the  fame  manner)  and,  as  good  lucic 
would  have  it  for  me,  there  was.  then 
a  fort  of  mortality  in  the  town,  l"o 
tha'  by  this  means  I  did  not  want  for 
provifions. 

«  One  day,  as  I  had  difpatched  ano- 
ther woman,  I  heard  fomething  walk- 
ing, and  blowing  or  panting  as  it 


He  was  a  Mahometan,  and  they  al!o-v  polygamy. 

R 


walked. 
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walked.  I  advanced  towards  the  fide 
from  whence  I  heard  the  noife,  and 
upon  my  approach  the  thing  puffed 
and  blew  harder,  as  if  running  away 
from  me.  I  followed  the  noife,  and 
the  thing  feemed  to  ftop  fometimes; 
but  always  fled  and  blew  as  I  ap- 
proached. I  followed  it  fo  long,  and 
lo  far,  till  at  laft  I  perceived  a  light, 
refemblirtg  a  ftar;  I  went  on  towards 
that  light,  and  fometimes  loft  light  of 
it,  but  always  found  it  again,  and  at 
laft  difcovered  that  it  came  through  a 
hole  in  the  rock,  large  enough  for  a 
man  to  get  out  at. 

«  Upon  this,  I  flopped  fometimeto 
reft  myfelf,  being  much  fatigued  with 
purfuing  this  dilcovery  fo  faft:  after- 
wards coming  up  to  the  hole,  I  went 
out  at  it;  and  found  myfelf  upon  the 
bank  of  the  fea.  I  leave  you  to  guefs 
at  the  excefs  of  my  joy:  it  was  fuch, 
that  I  could  fcarce  perfuade  myfelf  of 
it's  being  real. 

*  But  when  I  was  recovered  from  my 
furprize,  and  convinced  of  the  truth 
of  the  matter,  I  found  the  thing  which 
I  had  followed,  and  heard  puff  and 
blow,  to  be  a  creature  which  carne 
out  of  the  fea,  and  was  accuftomed  to 
enter  at  that  hole  to  feed  upon  the 
dead  carcafes. 

*  I  confidered  the  mountain,  and  per- 
ceived it  to  be  fituated  betwixt  the 
fea  and  the  town,  but  without  any 
pafiage  or  way  to  communicate  with 
the  latter,  the  rocks,  on  the  fide  of 
the  fea,  being  fo  rugged  and  fleep.    I 
fell  down  upon  the  more  to  thank  God 
for  this  mercy,  and  afterwards  enter- 
ed the  cave  again  to  fetch  bread  and 
water,  which  I  eat  by  day-light  with 
a  better  appetite  than  I  had  done  fince 
my  interment  in  the  dark  hole. 

*  1  returned  thither  again,  and  grop- 
ed iibout  among  the  biers  for  all  tiie 
Diamonds,  rubies,  pearls,  gold  brnce- 
lets,  and  rich    fluffs,  I  could   findj 
which  I  brought  to  the  more,  and  ty- 
ing them  up  neatly  into  bales,  with 
the  cords  that  had  let  down  the  cof- 
lins,  I  laid  them  together  upon   the 
bank,  waiting  till   fome  (hip  might 

.pafs  by,  without  any  fear  of  rain, 
for  it  was  not  then  the  wet  fea  Ton. 

*  After  two  or  three  days,  I  perceiv- 
ed a  fhip  that  had  but  juft  come  out 
ef  the  haibcurj  which  paffing  near 


«  the  place  where  I  was,  I  made  a  fi^ri 

*  with  the  linen  of  my  turban,  and  call- 
f  ed  to  them  as  loud  as  I  could:  they 

*  heard  me,  and  fent  a  boat  to  bring  me 
'  on  board;  when  the  mariners  afked 
«  by  what  misfortune  I  came  thither,  I 
'  told  them  that  I  had  fuffered  fliip- 
'  wreck  two  days  ago,  and  made  fhift 

*  to  get  afhore  with  the  goods  they  faw. 

*  It  was  happy  for  me  that  thofe  peo- 

*  pie  did  not  confider  the  place  where 
'  they  found  me,  nor  enquire  into  the 
f  probability  of  what  I  told  them;  and 

*  without  any  more  ado,  they  took  me 
'  on  board,  with  my  goods.     When  I 
4  came  on  the  deck,  the  captain  was  fa 
'  well  pleafed  to  have  faved  me,  and  fo 

*  much  taken  up  with  his  own  affairs, 

*  that  he  alfo  believed  the  (lory  of  my 

*  pretended  (hipwreck,  and  generoufly 
'  refufed  fome  jewels  which  I  offered 
«  him. 

'  We  parted  by  feveral  iflands,  with 
c  a  regular  wind,  and,  among  others, 
«  that  called  the  Me  of  Bells,  about  ten 
«  days  fail  from  Serendib,  and  fix  from 
«  that  of  Kela,  where  we  landed.  This 

*  ifland    produces  lead-mines,    Indian 
«  canes,  and  excellent  camphire. 

«  The  king  of  theifleof  Kela  is  very 
'  rich  and  potent;  and  the  Ifle  of  Bells*, 
'  which  is  about  two  days  journey  in 

*  extent,  is  alfo  fubjecl  to  him:  but  the 
'  inhabitants  are  fo  very  uncivilized, 
«  that  they  ftill  eat  human  flefh.  After 
'  we  had  finifhed  our  commerce  in  that 
'  ifland,  we  put  to  fea  again,  and touch- 
«  ed  at  feveral  other  ports;  at  laft  I  ar- 
'  rived    fafe  at   Bagdad  with  infinite 
'  riches,  of  which  it  is  needlefs  to  trou- 

*  ble  you  with  the  eftimate.     Thank- 
«  fulnefs  to  God  for  his  mercies  induc- 
«  ed  me  to  give  great  alms  for  the  be- 
«   nefit  of  feveral  mofques,  and  for  the 
«  fubfiftence  of  the  poor;  I  then  em- 
'  ployed  myfelf  wholly  in  enjoying  my 

*  kindred  and  friends,  and  making  good 
«  cheer  with  them.' 

Here  Sindbad  finifhed  the  relation  of 
his  fourth  voyage,  which  was  more  fur- 
prizing  to  the  company  than  all  the 
three  former.  He  gave  a  new  prefentof 
one  hundred  fequins  to  Hindbad,  whom 
he  prayed  to  return  with  the  reft  next 
clay  at  the  fame  hour,  to  dine  with  him 
and  hear  the  ftory  of  his  fifth  voyage. 
Hindbad  and  the  reft  of  his  guefts  took 
their  leave  and  retired.  Next  morning, 


*  Now  Ceylon. 


when 
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when  they  were  all  met,  they  fat  down 
at  table;  and,  when  dinner  was  over, 
Sindbad  began  the  relation  of  his  fifth 
voyage,  as  follows. 


THE     FIFTH    VOYAGE    OF    SINDBAD 
THE  SAILOR. 

*  np  H  E  pleafures  I  now  enjoyed,  era- 

•*•  *  dicated  the  remembrance  of  all 
'  the  troubles  and  calamities  I  had  un- 
'  dergone,  and  renewed  my  inclination 
'  to  make  new  voyages.  I  therefore 
'  bought  goods,  ordered  them  to  be 

*  packed  up  and   loaded,  and  fet  out 
'  with  them  for  the  bed  fea-port;  and, 
'  that  I  might  not  be  obliged  to  depend 

*  upon  a  ftrange  captain,  but  have  a 
'  (hip  at  my  own  command,  I  waited 
'  till  one  was  built  on  purpofe,  at  tny 
'  own  charge.     When  it  was  ready,  I 
4  went  on  board  with  my  goods:  but 
1  not  having  enough  to  load  her,  I  took 

*  on  board  feveral  merchants  of  differ- 
'  ent  nations,  with  their  merchandize. 

«  We  failed  with  the  firft  fair  wind; 
'  and,  after  a  long  navigation,  the  fii  it 
'  place  we  touched  at  was  a  defart 
«  ifland,  where  we  found  the  egg  of  a 
'  roc,  etjual  in  bignefs  with  that  I  for- 
'  merly  mentioned.  There  was  a  young 

*  roc  in  it  nearly  hatched,  the  bill  of  it 

*  being  difcernible.' 

At  thefe  words  Scheherazade  (top- 
ped, becaufe  ilay  began  to  enter  the  ful- 
tan's  apartment;  but  next  night  fhe  re- 
fumed  her  fiory  thus. 


NIGHT    LXXXIII. 

STNDBAD  the  Tailor,  (faid  fhe)  con- 
tinued the  relation  of  his  fifth  voy- 
age  as    follows.     '    The    merchants 
«   whom  I  had  taken  on  board  my  fhip, 

*  and  who  landed  with  me,  broke  the 
'  egg  with  hatchets,  and  made  a  hole 

*  in  it,  from  whence  they  pulled  out 
'  the  young  roc  piece  after  piece,  and 

*  roaftcd  it.     I  had  earneftly  perfuaded 

*  them  from  meddling  with  the  egg, 
'  but  they  would  not  liften  to  me, 

*  Scarce  had  they  made  an  end  of 
'  their  treat,  when  there  appeared  in 
'  the  air,  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from 
«  us,  two  great  clouds.  The  captain 
'  whom  I  had  hired  to  conduct  my  ihip, 

*  krjpwingby  experience  what  it  meant, 


*  cried  that  it  was  the  male  and  female 
'  roc  that  belonged  to  the  young  one, 

*  and  prefTed  us  to  reimbark  with  ail 

*  fpeed,  to  prevent  the  misfortune  which 

*  he  faw  would  othervvifc  befal  us.   We 
'  made  hafte  to  follow  his  advice,  and 
'  fet  fail  with  all  pofiible  diligence. 

•  In  the  mean  time  the  two  rocs  ap- 
'  preached  with  a  frightful  noife,  which 

*  they  redoubled   when  they  faw  the 
'  egg  broke,  andtheiryoung  one  gone. 
'  But  having  a  mind  to  avenge  them- 

*  felves,  they  flew  back   towards  the 
«  place  from  whence  they  came,  and 

*  difappeared  for  fome  time,  while  we 

*  made  all  the  fail  we  could,  to  prevent 

*  the   confequences  which  threatened 
<  us. 

*  They  foon  returned;  and  we  ob- 

*  ferved  that  each  of  them  carried  be- 
'  tween    it's   talons    ftones,  or   rather 

*  rocks,  of  a  monftrous  fize.     When 
'  they  came  directly  over  my  ihip,  they 

*  hovered,  and  one  of  them  let  fall  a 
'  ftone,   but   by  the   dexterity  of  the 
'  fteerfman,  who  turned  the  fhip  with 

*  the  rudder,  it  miffed  us;  and,  falling 
'  by  the  fide  of  the  fhip  into  the  fea, 
'  divided  the  water  fo  forcibly,  that  we 

*  could  almoll  fee  the  bottom.  But  the 

*  other  roc,  to  our  misfortune,  threw 
'  the  next  ftone  fo  exactly  upon  the 

*  middle  of  the  fhip,  that  it  fplit  in  a 

*  thoufand   pieces;  by   which   all   the 
c  mariners  and  paffengers  were  either 
«  killed   or   funk.     I  myfelf  had  the 
'  laft  fate;  and  as  I  came  up  again  to 

*  the  furface  of  the  water  without  lof- 

*  ing  my  recollection,  I  catched  hold, 

*  by  good  fortune,  of  a  piece  of  the 

*  wreck,    and    fwimming,   fometimes 
'  with  one  hand,  and  fometimes  with 
'  the  other,   always  holding   faft  my 

*  board,  the  wind  and  the  tide  being- 
'  in  my  favour,  I  was  thrown  on  an 
«  ifland  whofe  bank  was  very  fteep.    I 
'  overcame   that  difficulty,    however, 

*  and  got  on  fhore. 

'  I  fat  down  upon  the  grafs,  to  re- 

*  cover  myfelf  a  little  from  my  fatigue, 
'  after  which  I  got  up  and  went  into 
'  the  ifland  to  view  it.    It  feemed  to  be 
'  a  delicious  garden.     I  found  trees 

*  every  where,   fome  of  them  bearing 
'  green    and   others  ripe   fruits,    and 

*  ftreamsof  frefh  pure  water,  with  plea- 

*  fant  windings  and  turnings.  I  ate  of 
1  the  fruits,  which  I  found  excellent  j 
«  and  drank  of  the  water,  which  was 

*  very  pleafant. 

R  a  «  Night 
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*  Night  being  come,  I  lay  down 
upon  the  grafs  in  a  convenient  fpot 
enough  ;  but  I  could  not  deep  one 
hour  at  a  time,  my  mind  was  fo  dif- 
turbed  with  the  fear  of  being  alone 
in  fo  defart  a  place.  Thus  I  fpent 
beft  part  of  the  m'ght  in  fretting,  and 
reproaching  myfelf  for  my  impru- 
dence in  not  flaying  at  home,  rather 
than  undertaking  this  laft  voyage. 
Thefe  reflections  carried  me  fo  far, 
that  I  began  to  form  a  defign  againft 
my  own  life;  but  day-light  difperfed 
thofe  melancholy  thoughts,  and  I  got 
up,  and  walked  among  the  trees,  but 
not  without  apprehenfions  of  dan- 
ger. 

*  When  I  was  a  little  advanced  into 
the  ifland,  I  faw  an  old  man,  who  to 
me  feemed  very  weak  and  feeble:  he 
fat  upon  the  bank  of  a  llreamj  and  at 
firft  I  took  him  to  be  one  who  had 
been  fhipwrecked  like  myfeif.  I  went 
towards  him,  and  faluted  him  ;  but 
he  only  bowed  his  head  a  little.     I 
aflced  him  what  he  did  there;  but,  in- 
ftead  of  anfwering  me,  he  made  a  fign 
for  me  to  take  him  upon  my  back, 
and  carry  him  over  the  brook,  figni- 
fying  that  it  was  to  gather  fruit. 

*  Believing  him  really  to  ftand  in  need 
of  my  help,  I  took  him  upon  my  back, 
and  having  carried  him  over,  bid  him 
alight;  and  for  that  end  (topped,  that 
he  might  get  off  with  the  more  eafe  : 
but,  inftead  of  that,  (which  I  laugh 
at  every  time  it  occurs  to  my  memory) 
the  eld  man,  who  to  me  appeared  very 
decrepid,clafped  his  legs  nimblyabout 
my  neck  ;  and  I  then  perceived  that 
his  fkin  refembled  that  of  a  cow.  He 
fatrefoiutelyaftride  my  moulders,  and 
held  my  throat  in  fo  rough  a  manner, 
that  I  thought  he  would  have  ftrangled 
me  ;  the  fright  of  which  deprived  me 
of  my  fenfes,  and  I  fell  down.' 

Day  appearing,  Scheherazade  was 
obliged  to  flop  here;  but  next  night 
purfued  her  ftory  thus. 


NIGHT    LXXXIV. 

'  "\[OTWITHSTANDING.  my 

jL^i  '  fainting,'  continued  Sind- 
bad.  '  the  ill-natured  old  fellow  kept 
*  faft  about  my  neck,  but  opened  his 
'  legs  a  little  to  give  me  time  to  recover 


my  breath.  When  I  had  done  fo,  ke 
thruft  one  of  his  feet  againft  my  fto- 
mach,  and  (truck  me  fo  rudely  on  the 
fide  with  the  other,  that  he  forced  me 
to  rife  up  much  ngainft  my  will;  and 
then  made  me  walk  under  the  trees, 
forcing  me  frequently  to  flop,  to  ga- 
ther and  eat  luch  fruit  as  we  found. 
He  did  not  leave  me  all  the  day  ;  and 
when  I  lay  down  to  reft  myfelf  at 
night,  he  alfo  laid  himfelf  down  with 
me,  always  holding  faft  about  my 
neck.  He  pufhed  me  every  morning 
to  make  me  awake ;  and  afterwards 
obliged  me  to  get  up  and  walk,  pref- 
fmg  me  with  his  feet.  You  may 
judge,  gentlemen,  what  trouble  I 
was  then  in,  to  be  charged  with  fuch 
a  burden,  from  which  I  could  noways 
rid  myfelf. 

'  One  day  I  found,  in  tr.y  way,  feve- 
ral  dry  calebafhes  that  had  fallen  from 
a  tree  :  I  took  a  large  one  ;  and,  af- 
ter cleaning  it,  p  re  fled  into  it  fome 
juice  of  grapes,  which  abounded  in 
the  ifland.  Having  filled  the  cale- 
bafli,  I  fet  it  in  a  convenient  place; 
and  coming  thither  again  fome  days 
after,  I  took  up  my  veitel,  and  putting 
it  to  my  mouth,  found  the  wine  fo 
veiy  good,  that  it  prefently  diiiipated 
my  forrow;  I  grew  vigorous,  and  fo 
light-hearted,  that  I  fung  and  danced 
as  I  walked  along. 

*  The  old  man,  perceiving  the  effect 
which  this  liquor  had  upon  me,  and 
that  I  carried  him  with  more  eafe  than 
before,   made  a  fign  for  me  to  give 
him  fome  of  it.    I  gave  him  the  cale- 
bafh  ;  and  the  wine  pleafing  his  pa- 
late, he  drank  it  all  off.  There  being 
a   large  quantity,   he  became  drunk 
immediately;  and  the  fumes  getting 
up  into  his  head,  he  began  to  fmg  af- 
ter his  manner,  and  to   dance  with 
his  breech  upon  my  fhoulders.     His 
jolting  about  made  him  vomit,  and 
he  loofened  his  legs  from  about  me 
by  degrees  ;  fo  that,  finding  he  did 
not  prefs  fo  hard  as  before,  I  threw 
him  upon  the  ground,  where  he  lay 
without   motion :   I   then   took  up  a 
great  (lone,  with  which  I  crufhed  his 
head  to  pieces. 

*  I  was  extremely  rejoiced  at  my  de- 
liverance from  thiscurfed  old  fellow; 
and   walked  upon    the  banks  of  the 
fea,  where  I  met  the  crew  of  a  fhip 
that  had  caft  anchor,  to  take  in  water, 

<  and 
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«  and  refrefh  themfelves :  they  were  ex- 

*  tremely  I'm  prized  to  fee  me,  and  to 
«  hear  the  particulars  of  my  adventures. 
"  You   fell,"    faid  they,    "  into  the 
"   hands  of  the  old  man  of  the  fea;  and 
*'  are  the  firft  that  ever  efcuped  ftrang- 
"  ling.  He  never  left  thole  he  had  once 
«'  made  himfelf  mafter  of  till   he  had 
««  dettroyed  them;  and  the  merchants 
«'  and  mariners  who  have  hitherto  land- 
•«  ed  upon  the  ifland,  if  apprized  of  the 
"  horrid  murders  which  this  old  mon- 
*'  fter  has  committed,  would  not  ven- 
"  tii re  fo  far  unlefs  in  numbers  toge- 
«'  ther." 

«  After  having  given  me  this  in- 
«  formation,  they  carried  me  with  them 
<  to  the  (hip  ;  and  the  captain  received 

*  me  with  great  fatisfaftion  when  they 
'  told  him  what  had  befajlen  me.     He 
'  put  out  again  to  fea;  and,  after  fome 

*  days  fail,  we  arrived  at  the  harbour  of 
'  a  great  city,  the  houfes  of  which  were 

*  built  with  good  (tone. 

'  One  of  the  merchants  of  the  fhip, 

*  who  had  honoured  me  with  his  friend- 

*  fhip,  obliged  me  to  go  along   with 
'   him  to  a  place  appointed  as  a  retreat 
'  for  foreign  merchants.     He  gave  me 
'  a   great   bag;    and,    having    recom- 

*  mended    me   to   fome   people  of  the 
'  town  who  ufed  to  gather  cocoas,  he 
'  defired  them  to  take  me  with  them  to 
«  do  the  like.     "  Go,1'  faid  he,   »  fol- 
"  low,  and  do  as  you  fee  them  do;  but 
"  do  not  feparate  from  them,  otherwife 
"  you  endanger  your  life."     Having 
'  fpoke  thus,    he  gave  me  provifions 

*  for  the  journey,  and  I  went  with  my 
«  companions. 

'  We  came  to  a  great  foreft  of  trees, 
'  extremely  ftraight  and  tall,  and  their 
«  trunks  were  fo  fmooth  that  it  was  not 
«  poflible  for  any  man  to  climb  up  to 
'  the  branches  that  bore  the  fruit :  they 

*  were  all  cocoa-trees;  and  when  we 
'   entered  the  foreit  we  faw  a  great  num- 
«   ber  of  apes  of  feveral  lizes,  who  fled 

*  as    foon   as    they   perceived    us,    and 

*  climbed   up  to  the  tops  of  the  trees 
'  with  furpnzing  fwiftnefs.' 


Scheherazade  would  have  £one  on, 
but  the  appearance  of  day  prevented  her; 
and  next  night  (he  relumed  her  uifcourfc 
as  follows. 


NIGHT    LXXXV. 

'  HPHE    merchants  with   whom   I 
X.    '  went}'  continued  Sindbad,  *ga- 

*  thered  ftones,,  and  tlirew  them  at  tiis 

*  apes  on  the  tops  of  the  trees.     I  did 

*  the  lame;  and  the  apes,  out  of  re- 
'  venge,  threw  cocoa-nuts  at  us  as.  fa  ft, 

*  and  with  fuch  geftures,  as  fufficiently 

*  teftified  their  anger  and  refentment : 
'  we  gathered  up  the  cocoas;  and  froia 

*  time  to  time  throwing  ftones  to  pro- 

*  voke  them,  by  this  ftratagem  we  filled 

*  our  bags  with  cocoa-nuts,  which  it 
'  had  been  impofilble  for  us  to  have 
'  doneotherwiie. 

*  When  we  had  gathered  our  num- 

*  ber,  we  returned  to  the  city,  where 

*  the   merchant  who    fent   me  to  the 

*  foreft  gave  me  the  value  of  the  cocoas 
«  I  brought.   '*  Go  on,"  faid  he,  "  and 
"  do  the  like  every  day,  till  you  have 
"  got    money    enough    to    carry    you 
"  home."   I  thanked  him  for  his  good 

*  advice,  and  eafily  gathered  together 

*  fo  many  cocoas  as  amounted  to  a  con- 

*  fiderable  fum. 

*  The  veffel   from,  which  I  landed, 

*  failed  with  the  merchants,  whoload- 

*  ed  her  with  cocoas  :   but  I  waited  for 
'  another,  which  arrived  ihort'.y  nfter 
«  for  the  like  purpofe.     I  embarked  on 
'  bo  ird  of  her  all  the  cocoas  that  be- 

*  longed  to    me  ;  and   when    flie  was 
'   ready  to  fail,  I  went  and  took  leave 
'  of   the    merchant    who  had  been  fo 
'  kind  to  me;    fur  he  could  not  accom- 
•'  pany  me,  his  affairs  remaining  un- 
f  fettled. 

<  We   fet   foil    towards   the  iflands 
'  where  pepper  grows  in  great  plenty: 

*  from  thence  we  went  to   the   ifle  of 

*  Comari  *,  where  the  btft  fort  of  wood 
'  of  aloes  grows,  and  whole  inhabi- 
'   tants  have  made  it  an  inviolable  law 
'  among  themfelves  to  drink  no  wine, 
'   nor  to  fuffer  any  place  of  debaiich.   I 

*  exchanged  my  cocoas   in  ihoft;   two 
'  iflands  for  pepper  and  wood  of  aloes, 

*  and    went  with   other  merchants   to 

*  pearl- fifhing.      I    hired    divers,  who 
'  fetched  me  up  thofe  that  were  very 
'    large  and    pure.     I   embatked    joy- 
4   fully  in  a  veffel  that  happily  arrived 

*  atBalfora;  and  from  thencel  returned 
'  to  Bagdad,  where  I  made  vaft  fums  of 


*  This  ifland,  or  peninfula,  ends  at  the  cape  which  we  now  «all  Cape  Coraorin  :  it  is 
alfo  called  Corner  aud  Csrnar. 
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my  pepper,  wood  of  aloes,  and  pearls. 
I  gave  the  tenth  of  my  gains  in  alms, 
as  I  had  done  upon  my  return  from 
other  voyages,  and   endeavoured   to 
cafe  myfelf  from  my  fatigues  by  di- 
verfions  of  all  forts.1 
When  Sindbad  had  finished  his  ftory, 
he  ordered  one  hundred  fequins  to  be 
given  to  Hindbad,  who  retired  with  all 
the  other  gueftsj  but  next  morning  the 
fame  company  returned  to  dine  with  the 
rich  Sindbad  ;  who,  after  having  treat- 
ed them  as  formerly,  demanded  audi- 
ence, and  gave  the  following  account 
of  his  fixth  voyage. 


THE  SIXTH  VOYAGE  OF  SINDBAD 
THE  SAILOR. 

p  ENTLEMEN,'  faid  he,  <  you 
^*  *  long,  without  doubt,  to  know 
how,  after  being  fhipwrecked  five 
times,  and  efcapingfo  many  dangers, 
I  could  refolve  again  to  try  my  for- 
tune, and  expofe  myfelf  to  new  hard- 
fliips.  I  am  aftoniftied  at  it  myfelf, 
when  I  reflect  on  it,  and  muft  cer- 
tainly have  been  induced  by  my  reft- 
lefs  ftars.  But  be  that  how  it  will, 
after  a  year's  reft,  I  prepared  for  a 
fixth  voyage,  notwithftanding  the 
prayers  of  my  kindred  and  friends, 
who  did  all  that  was  poffible  to  pre- 
vent me. 

«  Inftead  of  taking  my  way  by  the 
Peifian  Gulph,  I  travelled  once  more 
through  feveial  provinces  of  Perfia 
and  the  Indies,  and  arrived  at  a  fea- 
port,  where  I  embarked  on  board  a 
ftiip,  the  captain  of  which  was  re- 
folvcd  on  a  long  voyage. 
'  It  was  very  long  indeed,  but,  at  the 
fame  time,  fo  unfortunate,  that  the 
captain  and  pilot  loft  their  coyife,  fo 
as  they  knew  not  where  they  were  : 
they  found  it  at  laft;  but  we  had  no 
re^fonto  rejoice.  We  were  all  feized 
with-extraorclin.ary  fear,  when  we  faw 
the  captain  quit  his  poft,  and  cry 
out:  he  threw  off  his  turban,  pulled 
the  hair  off  his;  beard,  and  beat  his 
head  like  a  madman.  Weafked  him 
the  reafon;  and  he  anfwered,  that  he 
was  in  the  mpft  dangerous  place  of 
all  the  fea.  *•  A  rapid  current  car- 
ries the  fliip  along  with  it,  and  we 
mall  all  of  us  perifh  in  lefs  than  a 
qu-rter  of  an  hour  I  Pray  to  God  to 


deliver  us  from ^bis  danger  j  we  can- 


"  not  efcape  it,  if  he  does  not  take 
'«  pity  on  us  !"  At  thefe  words  he  or- 
*  dered  the  fails  to  be  changed  ;  but 
«  all  the  ropes  broke;  and  the  fljip, 
«  without  it's  being  poffible  to  help  it, 
«  was  carried  by  the  current  to  the  foot 
'  of  an  inaccefiible  mountain, where  me 
'  run  amore,  and  broke  to  pieces,  yet  fo 
'  as  that  we  faved  our  lives,  our  pro- 
'  vifions,  and  the  belt  of  our  goods. 

'  This  being  over,  the  captain  faid 
'  to  us — "  God  has  now  done  what  he 
"  pleafed ;  every  man  may  .dig  hie 
"  grave  here,  and  bid  the  world  adieu  j 
"  for  we  are  all  in  fo  fatal  a  place,  that 
"  none  fhipwrecked  here  ever  returned 
"  to  their  homes  again  !"  Hisdiicourfe 
'  greatly  afflicled  us;  and  we  embraced 
'  one  another  with  tears  in  our  eyes, 
•'  bewailing  our  deplorable  lots. 

*  The  mountain,  at  the  foot  of  which 

*  we  were  caft,  was  the  coaft  of  a  very 
'  long  and  large  ifland.  This  coaft  was 

*  covered  all  over  with  wrecks;  and  by 

*  the  vaft  number  of  bones  we  faw  every 

*  where,  and  which  filled  us  with  hor- 

*  ror,  we  concluded  that  abundance  of 
'  people  had  been  loft  there.    It  is  alfo 
'  incredible  to  tell  what  a  quantity  of 
'  goods  and  riches  we  found  caft  on 
'  fhore:    but  all  thofe  objeels  fervcd 

*  only  to  augment  our  grief.     In  all 
'  other  places,  rivers  run  from  their 
'  channels  into  the  fea;  but  here  a  great 

*  river  of  frefti-  water  runs  out  of  the 
«  fea  into  a  dark  cave,  whofe  entrance 
'  is  very  high  and   large.     What  is 
'  moft  remarkable  in  this  place  is,  that 
«  the  ftones  of  the  mountain   are   of 
'  cryftal,   rubies,   and    other  precious 
«  ftones.     Here  is  alfo  afortoffoun- 

*  tain  of  pitch  or  bitumen  that  runs 

*  into  the  fea,  which  the  fifhes  fwallow, 
«  and  vomit  up  again,  and  it  then  be- 
'  comes  ambergris  ;  and  this  the  waves 
'  throw  up  on  the  beach  in  great  quan  - 
«  tities.     Here  grow  alfo  trees,  moft 
'  of  which  are  wood  of  aloes,  equal  in 
'  goodnefs  to  thole  of  Camari. 

*  To  finifh  the  defcription  of  this 
«  place,  which  may  well  be  called  the 
f  Gulph,   fmce  nothing   ever  returns 
'  from  it,  it  is  not  pomble  for  fhipa  to 
4  efcape  when  once  they  come  within 
'  it's  attraction.  If  driven  thither  by  a 
'  wind  from  the  fea,  the  ftorm  and  the 
1  current  ruin  them  ;  and  if  they  come 
'  into   it  when   a  land-wind    blows, 
'  which  might   feem   to   favour  their 
'  getting  out  again,  the  height  cf  the 

*  <r>ou,.rua,i$ 
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mountain  flops  the  wind,  and  occa- 
fions  a  calm,  fo  that  the  force  of  the 
current  drives  veflels  on  fliore,  where 
they  are  broken  in  pieces,  as  ours 
was;  and  that  which  compleats  the 
misfortune  is,  that  there  is  no  porta- 
bility of  afcending  the  mountain,  or 
of  getting  off  any  manner  of  way. 
'  We  continued  on  the  fhore,  like 
men  out  of  their  fenfes,  expecting 
death  every  day.  At  firft  we  divided 
our  provifions  as  equally  as  poflible; 
fo  that  eve/y  one  lived  a  linger  or  a 
fliorter  while,  according  to  his  tem- 
perance, and  the  ufe  he  made  of  his 
allotment.' 

Scheherazade  perceiving  day,  left  off 
fpeaking;  but  next  night  ike  refumed 
the  ftory  as  follows. 


NIGHT    LXXXVI. 


who  died  firft,'  con- 
tinned  Sindbad,  «  were  interred 
by  the  reft;  and,  as  for  my  part,  I 
paid  the  laft  duty  to  all  my  com- 
panions. Nor  arej'you  to  wonder  at 
this;  for  befides  that  I  hufbanded  the 
allowance  that  fell  to  my  fliare  better 
than  they,  I  had  provifions  of  my 
own,  which  I  did  not  mare  with  my 
comrades  :  yet,  when  I  buried  the 
laft,  I  had  fo  little  remaining,  that  I 
thought  I  could  not  hold  out  long; 
fo  I  dug  a  grave,  refolving  to  lie 
down  in  it,  becaufe  there  was  none 
left  alive  to  inter  me.  I  muft  confefs 
to  you,  at  the  fame  time,  that  while 
I  was  thus  employed,  I  could  not  but 
reflect  upon  myfelf  as  the  caufeof 
my  own  ruin,  and  repented  that  I 
had  ever  undertaken  this  laft  voynge: 
nor  did  I  flop  at  reflections  only,  but 
had  well  nigh  haftened  my  own  death, 
by  tearing  my  hands  and  arms  with 
my  teeth. 

'  But  it  pleafed  God  once  more  to 
take  compafiion  on  me,  and  put  it  in 
my  mind  to  go  to  the  bank  of  the 
river  which  ran  into  the  great  cave; 
where,  confidering  with  great  atten- 
tion, I  faid  to  myfelf  —  "  This  river, 
which  runs  thus  underground,  muft 
come  out  fomewhere  or  other.  If 
I  make  a  float,  and  leave  myfslf  to 
the  current,  it  will  bring  me  to  fome 
inhabited  country,  or  drown  me.  If 
I  be  dro\Yned,  I  lofe  ngthing,  bat 


only  change  one  kind  of  death  for 
another;  and  if  I  get  out  of  this  fa- 
tal place,  I  ftiall  not  only  avoid  the 
fad  fate  of  my  comrades,  but  per- 
haps find  fome  new  occafion  of  en- 
riching myfelf.     Who  knows  but 
fortune  waits,  upon  my  getting  off 
••  this  dangerous  fhelf,  to  compenlate 
"  my  fhipwreck  with  ufury?'* 

*  After  this  I  immediately  went  to 

*  work  upon  afloat:  I  made  it  of  good 
'  large  pieces  of  timber  and  cables,  for 
'  I  had  choice  of  them,  and  tied  them 
'  together  fo  ftrong,  that  I  foon  made  a 
'  very  folid  little  float.     When  I  had 

*  finimed,  I  loaded  it  with  fome  bales 
'  of  rubies,  emeralds,  ambergris,  rock- 

*  cryftal,  and  rich  ftuffs.     Having  ba- 
«  lanced    all    my  cargo  exactly,    and 

*  faftened   them  well  to  the   float,  I 
«  went  on  board  it  with  two  little  oars 

*  that  I  had  made;  and,  leaving  it  to 
'  the  courfe  of  the  river,  I  refigned 

*  myfelf  to  the  will  of  God. 

'  As  foon  as  I  came  into  the  cave,  I 

*  loft  all  light,  and  the  ftream  carried 
«  me  I    knew  not  whither.     Thus   I 
'  floated  fome  days  in  per  feet  darknefs; 

*  and  once  found  the  arch  fo  low,  that 
'  it  very  nigh  broke  my  head,  which 
f  made   me     cautious    afterwards   to 
«  avoid  the  like  danger.    All  this  while' 
<  I  eat  nothing  but  what  was  juft  ne- 
'  cefiary  to  fupport  nature;  yet,  not- 

*  withstanding  this  frugality,  all  my 
«  provifions  were  fpent.     Thenapleaf- 
«  ing  deep  feized  upon  me:    I  cannot 
'  tell  how  long  it  continued;  but  when 
'  I  waked,  I  was  furprized  to  find  my- 

*  felf  in  the  middle  of  a  vaft  country, 
'  at  the  brink  of  a  river,   where  my 
'  float  was  tied,  amidft  a  great  number 

*  of  negroes.     I  got  up  as  foon  as  I 
'  faw  them,  and  fa  hi  ted  them.     They 
«  fpoke  to  me,  but  I  did  not  underftand 

*  their  language.    I  was  fo  tranfported 
'  with  joy,   that  I  knew  not  whether  I 
'  was  afleep  or  awake;  but  being  per- 
t  fuaded  that  I  was  not  afleep,  I  recit- 
'  ed  the  following  words  in   Arabick 

*  aloud — c<  Call  upon  the  Almighty, 
"  he  will  help  thee;  thou   needeft  not 
"  perplex  thyfelf  about  anything  elfe: 
*'   Ihut  th^eyes;  and,   whilft  thou  art 
"  afleep,  God  will  change  thy  bad  for- 
"  tune  into  goad." 

'  One   of  the  blacks,    who  under- 

*  ftood    Arabick,    hearing    me   fpenk 
'  thus,  came  towards  me,  and  faid— 
<f  Brother,  do.  not  be  furprized  to  fee 
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"  us;  we  are  inhabitants  of  this  coun- 
"  try,  and  came  hither  to-day  to  water 
"  our  fields,  by  digging  little  canals 
"•  from  this  river,  which  comes  out  of 
*<  the    neighbouring   mountain.     We 
"  obfervedlbmething  floating  upon  t'le 
"  water,  and  went  fpcedily  to  fee  what  it 
*'  wasj  and  perceiving  your  float,  one 
•*  of    us    fwam    into    the    river,     and 
"  brought  it  hither,  where  we  fattened 
it,    as    you   Ice,     until    you   fhould 
awake.     Pray  tell   us  your  hiftory, 
for  it  vnuft  be  extraordinary:  how  did 
you  venture  yourfelf  into  this  river, 
and  whence  did  you  come  ?"   I  begj- 
ged  of  them  firit  to  give  me  fomething 
to  eat,  and  then  I  would  fatisfy  their 
curiofity.  They  gave  me  fcveral  forts 
of  food;  and,  when   I  had    fatisfied 
my  hunger,  I  gave  them  a  true  ac- 
count  of  all   that  had  befallen   me, 
which  they  lifter.ed  to  with  admira- 
tion.    As  loon  as  I  had  finished  my 
difcourfe,  they  told  me,  by  the  per- 
fon  who  fpoke  Arabick,  and   inter- 
preted to  them   what  I  faid,  that  it 
was  one  of  the  moft  furprizing  fto- 
rit-s  they  ever  heard,  and  that  I  mutt 
go  along  with  them,  and  tell  it  their 
king  myfelf;  the  thing  was  too  extra- 
ordinary to  be   related  by  any  other 
than  the  perfon  to  whom  it  happened. 
I  told  them  I  was  ready  to  do  whatever 
they  pleafed. 

,  *  They  immediately  fent  for  a  horfe, 
which  was  brought  them  in  a  little 
time;  and  having  made  me  get  up- 
on him,  fome  of  them  walked  be- 
fore to  (hew  m,e  the  way,  and  the 
reft  took  my  float  and  cargo,  and  fol- 
lowed me.' 

Here  Scheherazade  was  obliged  to 
ftop,  becaufe  day  appeared;  but  to- 
wards the  clofe  of  the  next  night  re- 
iumed  her  ftory  thus. 


NIGHT    LXXXVII.    , 

marched  thus  all  together, 
till  we  came  to  the  city  of 
Serer.dib,  for  it  was  in  that  ifland 
where  I  landed.  The  blacks  prefer,  t- 
ed  me  to  their  king;  I  approached  his 
throne,  and'  faloted  him  as  I  ufed  to 
do  the  kins;s  of  the  Indies,  that  is  to 
fay,  1  proilraied  myfelf  at  his  feet, 


and  ki  fled  the  earth.     The  prince  or- 
dered me  to  rife  up,  received  me  with 
an  obliging  a:r,   nnd  made  me  come 
up,  and  fit  down  near  him.     He  firft 
afked  me  my  name;  and  I  anfwered, 
that  they  called  meSindbad  the  failor^ 
becaufe  of  the  many  voyages  I  had 
1  undertaken;  and  that  I  was  a  citizen 
bf    Bagdad.      "  But,"    replied    he, 
!<  how   came  you  into  my  dominions, 
;t  and  from  whence  came  you  laft?'* 

1  I  concealed  noticing  from  the  king; 
(  I  told  him  all  that  I  have  now  told 
1  you:  and  his  ma  jetty  was  fo  furpriz- 
1  ed  and  charmed  with  it,  that  he  com- 
f  manded  my  adventure  to  be  written 
(  in  letters  of  gold,  and  laid  up  in  the 
'  archives  of  his  kingdom.  At  laft  my 
'  float  was  brought,  him,  and  the  bales 

*  opened  in   his   prefence:  he  admired 
'   the  quantity  of  wood  of  aloes   and 
'  ambergris;  but,  above  all,  the  ru- 
'  bies  and  emeralds,  for  he  had  none 

*  in  his  treafury  that  equalled  them. 

'  Obferving  that  he  looked  on  my 
c  jewels  with  pleafure,  and  viewed  the 
'  moft  remarkable  among  them  one 

*  aftej   another,  I  fell  proftrate  at  his 

*  feet,  and  took  the  liberty  to  fay  to 
<  him — lt  Sir,  not  only   my  perfon  is 
"  at  your  majefty's  fervice,  but  the 
"  cargo  of  the  float;  and  I  beg  of  you 
"  to  difpofe  of  it  as  your  own."     He 
'  anfwered  me  with  a  fmiie — "  Sind- 
*'  bad,  I  will  take  care  not  to  covet 

anything  of  yours,  nor  to  take  any 
thing  from  you  that  God  has  given 
you:  far  from  leiTtning  your  wealth, 
I  defign  to  augment  it,  and  will  not 
let  you  go  outof  my  dominions  with- 
out marks  of  my  liberality.''  All 
'  the  anfwer  I  returned  was  prayers  for 
'  his  profperity,  and  commendations 

*  of  his  generofity   and  bounty.     He 
«  dtjred   one   of  his  officers  to   take 

*  care   of  rqe>  and   ordered  people   to 
«  ferve  me  at  his  own  charge.     The 

*  officer  was  very  faithful  in  the  exe- 
'  cution  of  his  orders,  and  ordered  all 
'  my  goods  to  be  carried  to  the  lodg- 

*  ings  provided  for  me. 

*  I  went  every  day  at   a  particular 

*  hour  to  make  my  court  to  the  king, 

*  and  (pent  the  reft  of  my  time  in  feeing 

*  the  city,  and  what  was  moil  worthy 
'  of  my  curiofity. 

. *  The  ifle  of  Serendib  is  fituated  juft 

*  under  the  equinoctial   line    ;  fo  that 


*  Geographers  place  it  on  this  fide  of  the  line,  in  the  firft  chnate. 


the 
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'  the  days  and  nights  there  are  always 
'  twelve  hours  each,  and  the  ifland  is 

*  eighty  parafangues*  in  length,  and  as 

*  many  in  breadth. 

*  The  capital  city  Hands  at  the  end 

*  of  a  fine  valley,  formed  by  a  moun- 

*  tain  in  the  midcileof  the  ifland,  which 

*  is  the  highed  in  the  world.     It  is  feeri 

<  three  days  fail  off  at  fea.     There  are 
'  rubies  and  feveral  forts  of  minerals 
'  in  it;  and  the  rocks  are  for  the  mod  part 
'  emeralds,  and  metalline  dones  made 
'  ufeoftocutand  Smooth  otherprecious 
'  ftones.     There  grow  all  forts  of  rare 

*  plants  and  trees,    especially    cedars 
'  and  cocoas.     There  is  alfo  a  pearl - 

*  fishery  in  the  mouth  of  it's  river;  and 

*  in  Some  of  it's  valleys  there  are  found 

*  diamonds.     I  made,  by  way  of  de- 
'  votion,    a    pilgrimage  to   the  place 
'  where  Adam  was  confined  after  his 

<  baniShment  from  paradife,  and  had 
'  the  curiofity  to  traverfe  it  from  top  to 

*  bottom. 

*  When  I  came  back  to  the  city,  I 

<  prayed  the  king  to  let  me   return  to 
'  my  native  country,  which  he  granted 
'  me  in  the  mod  obliging  and  mod  ho- 
«  nourable  manner.     He  would  needs 

*  force  a  rich  prefent  upon   me;  and 
'  when  I  went  to   take  my  leave    of 
'  him,  he  gave  me  one  much  more  con- 
'  fiderable,  and  at  the  fame  time  eharg- 

*  ed  me  with  a  letter  for  the  commander 
'  of  the  Faithful,  our  fovereign,  fay- 
'  ing  to  me — "  I  pray  you,  give  this 
"  prefent   from  me,    and  this    letter, 
"  to   Caliph   Haroun  Alrafchid,  and 
*'  allure   him  of  my  friendship."     I 

*  took  the  prefent  and  letter  in  a  very 

*  refpe&ful  manner,  and  promifed  his 
'  majedy  punctually   to   execute    the 
'  commiSfion  with  which  he  was  pleafed 

*  to  honour  me.     Before  I  embarked, 
'  this  prince  fent  for  the  captain  and 
'  the  merchants  that  were  to  go  with 

*  me,  and  ordered  them  to  treat  me 

*  with  all  poSTible  refpeft. 

*  The  letter  from  the  King  of  Se- 
'  rendib  was  written  on  the  Skin  of  a 

*  certain  animal  of  a  yellowiSh  colour, 

*  and  of  great  value,  being  very  Scarce. 
'  The  characters  of  this  letter  were  of 

*  azure,  and  the  contents  thus. 

lf   THE    KING    OF    THE    INDIES,    BE- 
"    FORE   WHOM  MARCH  AN  HUN- 


"  DRED  ELEPHANTS;  WHO  LIVES 
"  IN  A  PALACE  THAT  SHINES 
"  WITH  AN  HUNDREDTHOUSAND 
"  RUBIES,  AND  WHO  HAS  IN  HIS 
*c  TREASURY  TWENTY'  THOU- 
'<  SAND  CROWNS  ENRICHED  WITH 
"  DIAMONDS;  TO  CALIPH  HA- 
"  ROUN  ALRASCHIDi 

"  qp  HOUGH  the  prefent  we  fend 

-'  "  you  beinconfiderable,  receive 

'    it  however  as  a  brother  and  a  friend, 

'    in  confideration  of  the  hearty  friend. 

*  (hip  which  we  bear  for  you,  and  of 
'    which  we  are  willing  to  give  you 
'    proof.     We  defire  the  fame  part  in 
f    your  friendfhip,  confidering  that  we 
'    believe  it  to  be  our  merit,  being  of 
'    the  fame  dignity  with  yourfelf.    We 

*  conjure  you  this  in  quality  of  a  bro- 
"  ther.     Adieu." 


«  The  prefent  confided,  in  the  firft 
'  place,  of  one  fingle  ruby  made  into 
'  a  cup,  about  half  a  foot  high,  an 
'  inch  thick,  and  filled  with  round 

*  pearls  of  half  a  dram  each.   Secondly. 

*  Of  the  fkin  of  a  ferpent,  whofefcales 

*  were  as  large  as  an  ordinary  piece  of 

*  gold,  and  had  the  virtue  to  preferve 
'  from  ficknefs  thofe  who  lay  upon  it. 

*  Thirdly.   In  fifty  thoufand  drams  of 

*  the  belt  wood  of  aloes,  with  thirty 

*  grainsofcamphireasbigas  piftachios. 
'  And,  Fourthly,  A  (he  flave  of  ra- 
'  vilhing  beauty,  whole  apparel  was  all 
'  coveted  over  with  jewels. 

'  The  Ship  fet  fail,  and  af;er  a  very  long 
'  and  fuccelsful  navigation,  we  lanvled 
'  at  Balfora,  from  whence  I  went  to 

*  Bagdad,  where  the  firft  thing  I  did 
'  was  to  acquit  myfelf  of  my  commif- 

*  f»on.' 


Scheherazade  Stopped,  becaufe  day 
appeared  j  and  next  night  proceeded 
thus. 


NIGHT    LXXXVIII. 

I  Took  the  King  of  Serendib's  let? 
'  ter,'  continued  Sin'dbad,   '  and 
went  to  prefent  myfelf  at  the  gate  of 
the  commander  of  the  Faithful,   fol-« 
lowed  by  the  beautiful  flave,  and  fuch 


*  The  eaftern  geographer!  make  a  parafangue  longer  than  a  French  league. 


"  his  dominions.     His  people  have  no 
"  need   of    them.     They    underftand 
"  and    obferve    juftice   very    exactly 
"  themfelves.1'    The  caliph  was  much 
'  pleafed  with  my  difcourfe.     "  The 
"  wifdom    of    that   king,"    faid   he, 
"  appears  in  his  letter}  and  after  what 
c  you  tell  me,  I  muft  confefs,  that  his 
'  wifdom  is  worthy  of  his  people,  and 
'  his  people  deferve  fo  wife  a  prince." 
Having   fpoken  thus,  he  difcharged 
me,  and  fent  me  home  with  a  rich 
prefent.' 

Sindbad  left  off  fpeaking,  and  his 
company  retired,  Hindbad  having  firft 
received  an  hundred  fequins;  and  next 
day  they  returned  to  hear  the  relation 
of  his  feventh  and  laft  voyage,  as  fol- 
lows. 
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of  my  own  family  as. carried  the  pre- 

fents.     I  gave  an  account  of  the  rea- 

fon  of  my  coming,  and  was  imme- 
diately conducted  to  the  throne  of 

the  caliph.     I  made  my  reverence  by 

proftration;  and,  after  a  fhort  fpeech, 

gave    him    the   letter    and    prefent. 

When  he  had  read  what  the  King  of. 

Serendib  wrote  to  him,  he  aflced  me, 

if  that  prince  were  really  fo  rich  and 

potent  as  he  had  faid  in  his  letter.    I 

proftrated  myfelf  a  fecond  time,  and 

rifing  again — "  Commander  of  the 
'«  Faithful,"  faid  I,  "  I  can  afTure 
"  your  majefty  he  doth  not  exceed  the 
"  truth  on  that  head;  I  am  witnefs  of 
"  it.  There  is  nothing  more  capable 
*c  of  raifing  a  man's  admiration,  than. 
"  the  magnificence  of  his  palace. 
"  When  the  prince  appears  in  publick, 
•«  he  has  a  throne  fixed  on  the  back  of 
"  an  elephant,  and  marches  betwixt 
4<  two  ranks  of  his  minifters,  favou- 
*'  rites,  and  other  people  of  his  court; 
4<  before  him,  upon  the  fame  elephant, 
*'  an  officer  carries  a  golden  lance  in 
"  his  hand;  and  behind  the  throne 
**  there  is  another,  who  ftands  upright, 
*«  with  a  column  of  gold,  on  the  top 
"  of  which  there  5s  an  emerald  half  a 
"  foot  long,  and  an  inch  thick;  before 
"  him  there  marches  a  guard  of  a  thou- 
**  fand  men  clad  in  cloth  of  gold  and 
"  filk,  and  mounted  on  elephants  rich- 
"  ly  caparifoned. 

"  While  the  king  is  on  his  march, 
'<  the  officer,  who  is  before  him  on  the 
"  fame  elephant,  cries,  from  time  to 
"  time,  with  a  loud  voice—"  Behold 
"  the  great  monarch,  the  potent  and 
««  redoubtable  fultan  of  the  Indies, 
"  whofe  palace  is  covered  with  an  hun- 
"  dred  thoufand  rubies,  and  who  pof- 
"  fefles  twenty  thoufand  crowns  of 
'*  diamonds.  Behold  the  crowned  mo- 
'*  narch  greater  than  the  great  Soli- 
*{  ma*,  and  the  great  IVJihragef." 
"  After  he  has  pronounced  thofe  words, 
'*  the  officer  behind  the  throne  cries  in 
*c  his  turn*—"  This  monarch,  fo  great 
«'  and  fo  powerful,  muftdie,  muft  die, 
**  muft  die!1'  And  the  officer  before 
"  replies— «'  Praife  be  to  him  who 
*'  lives  forever!" 

"  Farther,  the  King  of  Serendib  is 
"  fo  jurt,  that  there  are  no  judges  in 


THE    SEVENTH    AND   LAST  VOYAGE 
OF  SINDBAD  THE  SAILOR. 

«  T)EING  returned  from  my  fixth 
*-*  *  voyage,  I  abfolutely  laid  afid« 
all  thoughts  of  travelling  any  farther. 
For,  befides  that  my  years  now  re- 
quired reft,  I  was  refolved  no  more 
to  expofe  myfelf  to  fuchrifks  as  I  had 
run.  So  that  I  thought  of  nothing  but 
to  pafs  the  reft  of  my  days  in  quiet. 
One  day  as  I  was  treating  fome  of 
my  friends,  one  of  my  fervants  came 
and  told  me  that  an  officer  of  the 
caliph  afked  for   me.     I   rofe  from 
the  table,  and  went  to  him.     "  The 
c  caliph,"  faid  he,  "  has  fent  me  to 
'  tell  you,  that  he  muft  fpeak  with 
'  you."     I  followed  the  officer  to  the 
palace,  where  being  prefented  to  the 
caliph,  I  fainted  him  by  proftrating 
myfelf    at  his    feet.      "    Sindbad," 
faid  he  to  me,  "  I  ftand  in  need  of 
'  youj  you  muft  do  me  the  fervice  to 
*  carry  my  anfwer  and  prefent  to  the 
'  King  of  Serendib.     It  is  but  juft  I 
c  mould  return  his  civility." 
'  This  command  of  the  caliph  to  me 
was  like  a  clap  of  thunder.    "  Com- 
'  mander  of  the  Faithful,"  replied  I, 
'  I  am  ready  to  do  whatever  your  ma- 
'  jefty  fhall  think  fit  to  command  mej 
'  but  I  befeech  you  moft  humbly  t« 
"  confider  what  1  have  undergone.     I 
"  have  alfo  made  a  vow  never  to  go  out 


*  Solomon. 

f  An  ancient  king  of  a  great  ifland  of  the  fame  name  m  the  Indies,  and  very  much  famed 
the  Arabians  for  his  power  and  wifdom. 

«  of 
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man  with  one  knee  on  the  ground, 
who  held  a  bow  and  an  arrow  ready 
to  let  fly  at  a  lion.  He  fent  him  alfp 
a  rich  table,  which,  according  to  tra- 
dition, belonged  to  the  great  Solo- 
mon. The  caliph's  letter  was  as  fol- 
lows. 


"  of  Bagdad."     Hence  I  took  occafion 
'  to  give  him  a  large  and  particular  ac- 

*  count  of  all    my  adventures,  which 
'  he  had  the  patience  to  hear  out. 

«  As  Ibon  as  I  had  finished— "  I 
"  confefs,"  faid  he,  "  that  the  things 
"  you  tell  me  are  very  extraordinary? 
"  yet  you  muft  for  my  fake  undertake 
"  this  voyage,  which  I  propofe  to  you. 
"  You  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  go  to 
"  the  ille  of  Serendib,  and  deliver  the 
'*  commiflion  which  I  give  you.  After 
"  that  you  are  at  liberty  to  return. 
"  You  muft  go;  for  you  know  it  would 
"  be  indecent,  and  not  fuitable  to  my 
"  dignity,  to  be  indebted  to  the  king 
"  of thatifland."  Perceiving  that  the 
'  caliph  infilled  upon  it,  I  fubmitted, 
'  and  told  him  that  I  was  willing  to 
'  obey.  He  was  very  well  pleafed  at 

*  it,  and  ordered  me  athoufand  fequins 
<  for  the  charge  of  my  journey. 

'  I  prepared  for  my  departure  in  a 
'  few  days;  and  as  foon  as  the  caliph's 

*  letter  and  prefent  were  delivered  to 

*  me,  I  went  to  Balfora,  where  I  em- 
'  barked,  and  had  a  very  happy  voy- 
'  age.     I  arrived  at  the  ifle  of  Seren- 
'  dib,  where  f  acquainted  the  king's 
'  minifters  with  my  commiflion,  and 
'  prayed  them  to  get  me  fpeedy  audi- 
'  ence.     They  did  fo,  and  I  was  con- 
'  dueled  to  the  palace  in  an  honourable 
'  manner,  where  I  faluted  the  king  by 
'  probation,     according    to    cuftom. 
'  That  prince  knew  me  immediately, 

*  and  teftified  great  joy  at  feeing  me. 
"  O  Sindbadi"    faid   he,  "  you   arc 
"  welcome;  I  fwear  to  you  I  have  ma- 
"  ny  times  thought  of  you  fince  you 
"  went  hence !     I   blefs  the    day   on 
*'  which  we  fee  one  another  once  more." 
'  I  made  my  compliments  to  him;  and, 

*  after  having  thanked  him  for  his  kind  - 
'  nefs  to  me,  I  delivered  the  caliph's 

*  letter  and  prefent,  which  he  received 
'  with  all  imaginable  fatisfa6tion. 

*  The  caliph's  prefent  was  a  com- 
'  pleat  fet  of  cloth  of  gold,  valued  at 
'  a  thoufand  fequins;  fifty  robes  of 
'  rich  ftuff,  a  hundred  others  of  white 
'  cloth,  the  fineft  of  Cairo,  Suez  *, 
'  Cufa,  and  Alexandria  f;  a  royal 
'  crimfon  bed,  and  a  fecond  of  ano- 
'  ther  fafhion  ;  a  veflel  of  agate, 
'  broader  than  deep,  an  inch  thick, 

*  and  half  a  foot  wide,   the  bottom  of 
«  which  reprefented,  jn  bafs-reljef,  a 

*  A  port  on  the  Red  Scat 


"    GR'EETING,  IN  THE  NAME  OF  THE 

SOVEREIGN       GUIDE      OF      THE 

RIGHT  WAY,    TO  THE  POTENT 

AND      HAPPY     SULTAN,    FROM 

ABDALLAH      HAROUN      ALRAS- 

CHID,  WHOM    GOD    HATH     SET 

IN     THE     PLACE     OF     HONOUR, 

"    AFTER  HIS  ANCESTORSOFHAP- 

"    PY  MEMORY. 

'*  TIT  E  received  your  letter  with  joy, 
*  *  "  and  fend  you  this  from  the 
"  council  of  our  port;  the  garden  of 
"  fuperior  wits.  We  hope,  when  you 
"  look  upon  it,  you  will  find  our  good 
"  intention,  and  be  pleaied  with  it. 
"  Adieu." 

'  The  King  of  Serendib  was  mighti- 
ly pleafed  that  the  caliph  anfvvered 
his  friendship.  A  little  time  after 
this  audience,  I  folicited  leave  to  de- 
part, but  obtained  it  with  much  dif- 
ficulty; and  the  king,  when  he  dif- 
charged  me,  made  me  a  very  conlider- 
able  prefent.  I  embarked  immedir 
ately  to  return  to  Bagdad,  but  had 
not  the  good  fortune  to  arrive  there  as 
I  hoped.  God  ordered  it otherwife. 
'  Three  or  four  days  after  my  de- 
parture, we  weve  attacked  by  corfairs, 
who  ealily  feizqd  upon  our  fhip,  bc- 
caufe  it  was  no  veffel  of  force.  Som.e 
of  the  crew  offered  refiftance,  which 
coft  them  their  lives.  But  as  for  me 
and  the  reftj  who  were  not  fo  impru- 
dent, the  corfairs  faved  our  lives  on 
purpofe  to  make  flaves  of  us.' 

Day  beginning  to  appear,  Schehera- 
zade was  obliged  to  keep  filence;  but 
next  night  refutned  the  ftory  thus. 


NIGHT    LXXXIX. 

SIR,  (faid  me  to  the  Sultan  of  the 
Indies)  Sindbad  continuing  his  fto- 
ry,  iaid  to  the  company—4  We  were  all 


•J-  A  town  of  Arabia, 
S  z 


ftripped 
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ftripped,  and  inftead  of  our  own 
cloaths,  they  gave  us  forry  rags,  and 
carried  us  into  a  remote  ifland,  where 
they  fold  us. 

*  I  fell  into  the  hands  of  a  rich  mer- 
chant, who,  as  foon  as  he  had  bought 
roe,  carried  me  to  his  houfe,  treated 
me  well,  and  clad  me  handfomely  for 
aflave.     Some  days  after,  not  know- 
ing who  I  was,  he  afked  me  if  I  un- 
derftood  any  trade:  I  anfwered,  that 
I  was  no  mechanick,  but  a  merchant, 
and  that   the  corfairs  who  fold  me 
had  robbed  me  of  all  my  property. 
But  tell  me,"  replied  he,   "  can  you 
flioot   with  a   bow?"    I    anfwered, 
that  the  bow  was  one  of  my  exer- 
cifes  in  my  youth,  and  I  had  not  yet 
forgot  it.     Then  he  gave  me  a  bow 
and  arrows;  and,  taking  me  behind 
him  upon  an  elephant,  carried  me  to 
a  vaft  foreft  fome  leagues  from  the 
town.     We  went  a  great  way  into 
the  foreft,  and  when  he  thought  fit  to 
ftop,  he  bid  me  alight;  then,  (hewing 
me  a  great  tree — "  Climb  up  that 
tree,"  faid  he,  "  and  (hoot  at  the 
*«  elephants  as  you  fee  them  pafs  by, 
*'  for  there  is  a  prodigious  number  of 
«  them   in   this  foreftj  and  if  any  of 
*'  them  fall,  come  and  give  me  notice 
*  of  it."     Having   fpoken  thus,    he 
left  me  victuals,  and  returned  to  the 
town;  and  I  continued  upon  the  tree 
all  night. 

« I  faw  110  elephant  during  that  time; 
but  next  morning,  as  fpori  as  the  fun 
was  up,  I  obferved  a  great  number:  I 
fhotfeveral  arrowsamongthem;andat 
laft  one  of  them  falling,  the  reft  retired 
immediately,  and  left  me  at  liberty 
to  go  and  acquaint  my  natron  with 
my  booty.  When  I  had  told  him 
the  news,  he  gave  me  a  good  meal, 
commended  my  dexterity,  and  caref- 
fed  me  mightily.  We  went  afterwards 
together  to  the  foreft,  where  we  dug 
a  hole  for  the  elephant;  my  patron  de- 
figning  to  return  when  he  was  rotten, 
and  to  take  his  teeth,  &c.  to  trade 
with. 

«  I  continued  this  diverfion  for  two 
months,  and  killed  an  elephant  every 
day,  getting  fometimes  upon  one  tree, 
and  fometimes  upon  another:  but 
one  morning,  as  I  was  looking  for 
elephants,  1  perceived  with  an  ex- 
treme amazement,  that,  inftead  of 
pairing  by  me  acrofs  the  foreft  as  ufu- 
al,  iht)  Hopped,  and  came  to  me  with 


a  horrible  noife,  in  fuch  numbers 
that  even  the  earth  (hook  under  them. 
They  encompafl-d  the  tree  where  I 
was,  with  their  trunks  extended,  and 
their  eyes  fixed  upon  me.  At  this 
frightful  fpeclacle  I  continued  im- 
moveable,  and  was  fo  much  terrifi- 
ed, that  my  bow  and  arrows  fell  out 
of  my  hand. 

'  My  fears  were  not  in  vain;  for  af- 
ter the  elephants  had  (tared  upon  me 
fome  time,  one  of  the  largeft  of  them 
put  his  trunk  round  the  root  of  the 
tree,  and  pulled  fo  ftrong,  that  he 
plucked  it  up,  and  threw  it  on  the 
ground;  I  fell  with  the  tree,  and  the 
elephant  taking  me  up  with  his  trunk, 
laid  me  on  his  back,  where  I  fat  more 
like  one  dead  than  alive,  with  my 
quiver  on  my  moulder:  he  put  him- 
felf  afterwards  at  the  head  of  the  reft, 
who  followed  him  in  troops,  and  car- 
ried me  to  a  diftant  place,  where  he 
laid  me  down  on  the  ground,  and  re- 
tired with  all  his  companions.  Con- 
ceive, if  you  can,  the  condition  I  was 
in;  I  thought  myfelftobe  in  a  dream: 
at  laft,  after  Raving  lain  fome  time, 
and  feeing  the  elephants  gone,  1  got 
up,  and  found  I  was  upon  a  long  and 
broad  hill,  covered  all  over  with  the 
bones  and  teeth  of  elephants.  I  con- 
fefs  to  you,  that  this  object  furnifhed 
me  with  abundance  of  reflections  :  I 
admired  the  5nftin6l  of  thole  animals; 
I  doubted  not  but  it  was  their  bury- 
ing-place,  and  that  they  carried  me 
thither  on  purpofe  to  tell  me  that  I 
fhould  forbear  to  perfecute  them, 
fince  I  did  it  only  for  their  teeth.  I 
did  not  ftay  on  the  hill,  but  turned 
towards  the  city;  and,  after  having 
travelled  a  day  and  a  night,  I  came 
to  my  patron.  I  met  no  elephant  in 
my  way,  which  made  me  think  they 
had  retired  farther  into  the  foreft,  to 
leave  me  at  liberty  to  come  back  to 
the  hill  without  anyobftaele. 
'  As  foon  as  my  patron  faw  me— 
Ah,  poor  Sindbad!"  faid  he,  "  I  was 
in  great  trouble  to  know  what  was 
become  of  you.  I  have  been  at  the 
foreft,  where  I  found  a  tree  newly 
pulled  up,  and  a  bow  and  arrows  on, 
the  ground;  and,  after  having  fought 
for  you  in  vain,  I  defpaired  of  ever 
feeing  you  more.  Pray  tell  me  what 
befel  you,  and  by  what  good  hap 
you  are  ftill  alive?"  I  fatisfied  his 
«  curiofityj  and,  going  both  of  us  next 
«  morning 
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'  morning  to  the  hill,  he  found  to  his 
'  great  joy  that  what  I  had  told  him  was 
'  true.  We  loaded  the  elephant  upon 
'  which  we  came,  with  as  many  teeth 

*  as  he  could  carry;  and  when  we  were 
'  returned — '5  Brother,"  faid  he,  ("tor 
"  I  will  treat  you  no  more  as  my  (lave, 
*r  after  having  made  fuch  a  difcovery 
"  as  will  enrich  me)   God  blefs  you 
"  with  all  happinefs  and  profperity!   I 
*«  declare  before  him  that  I  give  you 
"  your  liberty.     I  concealed  from  you 
"  what  I  am  now  going  to  relate. 

"  The  elephants  of  our  foreft  have 
"  every  year  killed  us  a  great  many 
"  flaves,  whom  we  fent  to  feek  for  ivo- 
"  ry.  Notwithstanding  all  the  precau-" 
"  tions  we  could  give  them,  thole  craf- 
"  ty  animals  killed  them  one  time  or 
"  other.  God  has  delivered  you  from 
*'  their  fury,  and  has  beftowed  that  fa- 
"  vour  upon  you  only.  It  is  a  fign 
"  that  he  loves  you,  and  has  ufe  for 
*'  your  lervice  in  the  world.  You  have 
««  procured  me  incredible  gain.  We 
*«  could  not  have  ivory  formerly,  but 
<«  by  expofing  the  lives  of  our  flaves; 
"  and  now  our  whole  city  will  be  en- 
t{  riched  by  your  means.  Do  not  think 
"  I  pretend  to  have  rewarded  you  by  on- 
*'  ly  givingyou  your  liberty  j  I  will  alib 
t(  give  you  confiderable  riches.  I  could 
"  engage  all  our  city  to  contribute  to- 
"  wards  -making  your  fortune,  but  I 
«<  will  have  the  glory  of  doing  it  my- 
«<  feif." 

e  To  this  obliging  difcourfe  I  replied 
— "  Patron,  God  preferveyou!  Your 
*'  giving  me  my  liberty  is  enough  to 
«{  difcharge  what  you  owe  me,  and  I 
'*  defire  no  other  reward  for  the  fervice 
*'  I  have  had  the  good  fortune-to  do  to 
"  you  and  your  city,  but  leave  to  return 
*'  to  my  own  country."—"  Very 
"  well,"  faid  he:  "  the  mocon  *  will 
"  in  a  little  time  bring  (hips  for  ivory; 
"  I  will  fend  you  home  then,  and  give 
"  you  wherewith  to  bear  your  charges." 
'  I  thanked  him  again  for  my  liberty, 
'  and  his  good  intentions  towards  me. 

*  I  (taid  with  him  expecting  the  mocon; 
'  and,  during  that  time,  we  made  fo 
<  many  journies  to  the  hill,  that  we  fill- 
'  ed  all  our  warehoufes  wjth  ivory:  as 
«  did  the  other  merchants,  for  it  could 

*  not  be  long  concealed  from  them.' 

At  thefe  words,  Scheherazade,  per- 


ceiving iflay,  broke  off,  but  refumed  the 
ftory  next  night. 


NIGHT    XC. 

SIR,  (faid  me  to  the  Sultan  of  the 
Indies)   Sindbad  went  on  with  the 
relation  of  his  feventh  voyage  thus. 

«  The  fhips  arrived  at  laft;  and  my 
patron,  having  made  choice  of  t'be 
mip  wherein  I  was  to  embark,  load* 
ed  half  of  it  with  ivory  on  my  ac- 
count, laid  in  provifions  in  abundance 
for  my  paffige,  and  bdides  obliged 
me  to  accept  a  prefent,  of  the  curioli- 
ties  of  the  country,  of  greit  value. 
After  I  had  returned  him  a  thoufand 
thanks  for  all  his  favours,  1  went  on 
board.  We  fet  fail;  and  as  the  ad- 
venture which  procured  me  this  liber- 
ty was  very  extraordinary,  I  had  it 
continually  in  my  thoughts. 
'  We  flopped  at  fome  iflands  to  take 
in  frefh  provifions.  Our  veflel  being 
come  to  a  port  on  the  Terra  Firma 
in  the  Indies,  we  touched  there;  and 
not  being  willing  to  venture  by  fea  to 
Balfora,  I  landed  my  proportion  of 
the  cargo,  refolving  to  proceed  on  my 
journey  by  land.  I  made  vaft  fums 
of  my  ivory,  and  bought  ieveral  rari- 
ties, which  I  intended  for  prefentsj 
and  when  my  equipage  was  ready,  I 
fet  out  in  the  company  of  a  large  cara- 
van of  merchants.  1  was  a  longtime 
on  the  road,  and  patiently  fuffered 
very  much;  for  I  confidered  that  I 
had  nothing  to  fear  from  the  feas, 
from  pirates,  from  lerpents,  nor  of 
the  other  penis  I  had  undergone. 
*  All  thefe  fatigues  ended  at  iart,  and 
I  came  fafe  to  Bagdad.  I  went  im- 
mediately to  wait  uponthecaliph,  and 
gave  him  an  account  of  my  embafiy. 
That  prince  told  me,  he  had  been  un« 
eafy  at  my  long  ablence,  but  that  he 
always  hoped  God  would  preierve  me. 
When  I  told  him  the  adventure  of 
the  elephants,  he  feemed  to  be  much 
furprized  at  it,  and  would  never  have 
given  credit  to  it  had  he  not  known 
my  fincerity.  He  reckoned  this  ftory, 
and  the  other  relations  I  had  given 
him,  fo  curious,  that  he  ordered  one 
of  his  fecretaiies  to  write  them  in  cha- 
racters of  gold,  and  lay  them  up  in 


A  regular  wiad  that  comes  fix  months  from  the  eaft,  ami  as  many  from  the  weff. 


his 
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his  treafury.     I  retired  very  well  fa- 
tisfied  with  the  honours  I  received, 
and  the  prefents  which  he  gave  me; 
and  after  'chit  I  devoted  myi'elf  whol- 
ly to  my  family, kindred, and  friends.' 
Sindbad  here  finifhed  the  relation  of 
his  fevcnth  and  laft  voyage;  and  then 
addreffinghimfelftoHindbad— 'Well, 
friend,'  faid  he,  •  did  you  ever  hear 
of  any  perfon  who  has  fuffered   fo 
much  as  I  have  done,  or  of  any  mor- 
tal who  has  gone  through   fo  many 
perplexities  ?  is  it  aot  reasonable  that, 
after  all  this,  I  mould  enjoy  a  quitt 
and   pleafant  life?'  As  he  laid  this, 
lindbad  drew  near  to  him;  and,   kif- 
ing  his  hand,  faid — *   I  mull  acknow- 
ledge, Sir,  that  you  have  gone  through 
terrible  dangers :  my  troubles  are  not 
compilable   to  yours;  if  they  afflict 
me  for  a  time,  I  comfort  myfelf  with 
the  thoughts  of  the  profits  I  get  by 
them.     You  not  only  deferve  a  quiet 
life,  but  are  worthy  befides  of  all  the 
riches  you  enjoy,  becaufe  you  make 
fuch    a   good  and    generous    ufe  of 
them.     May  you  therefore  continue 
to  live  in   happinefs  and  joy  till  the 
day   of  your  death!'  Sindbad    gave 
him  a  hun-dred   fequins  more,  receiv- 
ed him  into  the  number  of  his  friends, 
and   defired  him  to    quit  his  porter's 
employment,  and  come  and  dine  every 
day  with  him,  that  he  might  all  his 
days  havereafon  to  remember  Sindbad 
the  failor. 

Scheherazade  perceiving  it  was  not 
yet  clay,  continued  her  diicourfe,  by 
beginning  another  ftory. 


THE  THREE  APPLES. 

OlR,  (faid  (he)  I  have  already  had 
the  honour  to  entertain  your  maje- 
fty  with  a  ramble,  which  the  Caliph 
Haroun  Alrafchid  made  one  night  from 
his  palace;  I  muft  give  you  an  account 
of  another. 

This  prince  one  day  commanded  the 

grand  vizier  Giafar  to  come  to  his  pa- 

Jace   the   night   following.     '  Vizier,' 

faki  he,   '  I  will  take  a  walk  round  the 

town,  to  inform  myfelf  what  people 

fay,  and   particularly  how  they   are 

pleafed  with  my  officers  of  juftice.   If 

there  be  any  againft  whom  they  have 

reafon  of  jull  complaint,  we  will  turn 

them  out,   and  put  others    in    their 

ftead  who  may  officiate  better.  If,  on 

the. contrary,  there  be  any  who  kave 


'  giined  applaufe,  we  will  have   the 

*  efteem  for  them  they  deferve.'     The 
grand  vizier  being  come  to  the  palace 
at  the  ho;ir  appointed,   the  caliph,  he, 
and  Mefrour  the  chief  of  the  eunuchs, 
difguifed  themfelves  fo  as  they  could 
not  be  known,  and  went  out  all  three 
together. 

They  patted  by  feveral  places,  and 
feveral  markets :  and  as  they  enter- 
ed a  fmall  ftreet,  they  perceived,  by  the 
light  of  the  moon,  a  tail  man,  with  a 
white  beard,  who  carried  nets  on  his 
head;  he  had  a  folding-bafltet  of  palm- 
leaves  on  his  arm,  and  a  club  in  his 
hand.  *  This  old  man,'  faid  the  ca- 
liph, {  does  not  feem  to  be  rich;  let  us 

*  go  to  him,  and  enquire  into  his  cir- 

*  cumftances.' — 'Honeft  man, 'faid  the 
vizier,  '  who  art  thou?'  The  old  man 
replied — *  Sir,  I  am  a  fifoer,  but  one  of 
'  the  pooreft  and  mod  miferable  of  the 

*  trade:  I  went  from  my  houfe  about 

*  noon  to  go  a  fi'lhing,  and  from  that 

*  time  to  this  I  have  not  been  able  to 

*  catch  one  fifh;  and  at  the  fame  time  I 

*  have  a  wife  and  fmall  children,  and 
'  nothing  to  maintain  them.' 

The  caliph,  moved  with  companion, 
faid  to  the  fifherman — '  Haft  thou  the 

*  courage  to  go  back  and  caft  thy  nets 
'  once  more?  We  will  give  thee  a  hun- 
'  dred  fequins  for  what  thou  ftialt  bring 
'  up.'   At'this  propofal,  the  fifherman, 
forgetting  all  his  day's  toil,  took  the 
caliph  at  his  word;  and  with  him,  Gi- 
afar,  and  Mefrour,  returned  to  the  Ty- 
gris;  faying  to  himfelf — '  Thefe  gen- 
tlemen feem  to  be  too  honeft  and  rea- 
fonable  not  to  reward  my  pains;  and 
if  they  give  me  the  hundredth  part  of 
what  they  promife  me,  it  will  be  a 
great  deal.' 

They  came  to  the  bank  of  the  river, 
and  the  fimerman  threw  in  his  netj 
when;  drawing  it  again,  he  brought  up 
a  trunk,  clofe  (hut,  and  very  heavy. 
The  caliph  commanded  the  grand  vi- 
zier to  pay  him  a  hundred  fequins  im- 
mediately, and  fent  him  away.  Mef- 
rour, by  his  mafter's  order,  carried  the 
trunk  on  his  (houlder:  and  the  caliph 
was  fo  very  eager  to  know  what  it 
contained,  that  he  returned  to  the  pa- 
lace with  all  fpeed.  When  the  trunk 
was  opened,  they  found  in  it  a  large 
bafket  made  of  palm-leaves,  (hut  up, 
and  the  covering  fewed  with  red  thread. 
To  fatisfy  the  caliph's  impatience,  they 
would  not  take  time  to  unrip  it,  but 

cut 
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cut  the  thread  with  a  knife,  when  they 
took  out  of  the  bafket  a  bundh-  wrapt 
up  in  a  forry  piece  of  hanging,  and 
bound  with  a  rope;  which  being  unti- 
ed, and  the  bundle  opened,  they  found, 
to  their  great  amazement,  the  corpfe 
of  a  young  lady,  whiter  than  fnow,  cut 
in  pieces. 

Scheherazade  ftopped  here,  becaufe 
(he  faw  it  was  day,  and  next  night  con- 
tinued the  ftory  thus. 


NIGHT    XCI. 


SIR, 


YOUR  majefty  may  imagine,  a 
great  deal  better  than  I  am  able 
to  exprefs,  the  aftonifhment  of  the  ca- 
liph at  this  dreadful  fpeftacle:  his  fur- 
prize  was  inftantly  changedintopaffion; 
and,  darting  an  angry  look  at  the  vi- 
zier— '  Ah,  thou  wretch!'  faid  he,  '  is 

*  this  thy  infpe&ion   into  the  actions 
'  of  my  people?  Do  they  commit  fuch 

*  impious  murders  under  thy  minilh-y 
'  in  my  capital  city,  and  throw  my  fub- 
«  jefts  into  the  Tygris,  that  they  may 
'  cry  for  vengeance  againft  me  at  the 

*  day  of  judgment?  If  thou  doft   not 

*  fpeedily  revenge  the  murder  of  this 
'  woman  by  the  death  of  her  murder- 
«  er,  I  fwear  by  Heaven,  that  I  will 

*  caufe  thee  to  be  hanged,  and  .forty 
'  more  of  thy  kindred!' — '  Command - 
'  er  of  the  Faithful,*  replied  the  grand 
vizier,  c  I  beg  your  majefty  to  grant  me 
«  time  to  make  enquiry.' — c  I  will  al- 
«  low  thee  no  more/  faid  the  caliph, 
'  than  three  days;  therefore  look  to  it.' 

The  vizier  Giafar  went  home  in  great 
confufion.  '  Alas!'  faid  he,  '  how  is 
'  it  polTible  that,  in  fuch  a  large  and 

*  populous  city  as  Bagdad,  I  fhould  be 
'  able  to  deteft  a  murderer,  who  un- 
'  doubtedly  Committed  the  crime  with- 
'  out  a  witnefs,and  perhaps  may  be  al- 
'  ready  gone  from  hence?  Any  other 

*  but  myfelf  woujd  take  fome  wretch- 
'  ed  perfon  out  of  prifon,  and  caule  him 
'  to  be  put  to  death,  to  iatisfy  the  ca- 
'  liph:  but  I  will  not  burden  my  con- 
'  fcience  with  fuch  a  barbarous  action; 

*  I  will  rather  die  than  fave  my  life  at 
«  that  rate.' 

He  ordered  the  officers  of  the  police 
and  juftice  to  make  ftricl:  fearch  for  the 


criminal;  they  fent  their  fervants  abouf, 
and  were  not  idle  themfelves,  for  they 
were  no  lefs  concerned  in  this  matter 
than  the  vizier.  But  all  their  endea- 
vours proved  unfuccefsful;  they  could 
not  find  the  murderer:  fo  that  the  vizier 
thought  his  death  inevitable,  without  ' 
the  intervention  of  providence. 

The  third  day  being  arrived,  an  of- 
fleet-came  to  this  unfortunate  minifter, 
with  a  fummons  to  follow  him,  which 
the  vizier  obeyed.  The  caliph  afked 
him  for  the  murderer.  He  anfwered, 
with  tears  in  his  eyes — «  Commander 
'  of  the  Faithful,  I  have  not  found  any 
'  perfon  who  could  give  me  the  leaft 

*  account  of  him.'     The  caliph,   full 
of  fury  and  rage,  gave  him  many  re- 
proachful words,  and  ordered  that  he 
and  forty  Bermecides*  more  mould  be 
hanged  up  at  the  gate  of  the  palace. 

In  the  mean  while  the  gibbets  were 
preparing,  and  orders  were  fent  to  feize 
forty  Bermecides  in  their  houfes,  a 
publick  crier  was  fent  about  the  city  to 
cry  thus,  by  the  caliph's  order — <  Thofe 

*  who  have  a  defire  to  fee  the  grand  vi- 

*  zier  Giafar  hanged,  and  forty  Berme- 
«  cides  of  his  kindred,  let  them  come 

*  to  the  fquare  before  the  palace.' 
When  all  things  ware  ready,  the  cri- 
minal-judge, and  a  great  many  officers 
belonging  to  the  palace,  brought  out  the 
grand  vizier  with  the  forty  Bermecides, 
and  fet  each  of  them  at  the  foot  of  the 
gibbet   defigned  for  them,   and  ropes 
were  put  about  their  necks.  The  mul- 
titude of  people  that  filled  the  fquare 
could  not  without  grief  and  tears  be- 
hold this  tragical  fight;  for  the  grand 
vizier  and  the  Bermecides  were  loved 
and  honoured  on  account  of  their  pro-      , 
bity,  bounty,  and  impartiality,  not  on- 
ly in  Bagdad,  but  through  all  the  do- 
minions of.the  caliph. 

Nothing  could  prevent  the  execution 
of  this  prince's  too  fevere  and  irrevo- 
cable fentence;  and  the  lives  of  the  ho- 
nefte,ft  people  in  the  city  were  juft  going 
to  be  taken  away,  when  a  young  man 
of  handfome  mien,  and  genteel  apparel, 
prefied  through  the  crowd  till  he  came 
where  the  grand  vizier  was;  and,  after 
kitting  his  hand,  faid — '  Moft  excellent 
'  vizier,  chief  of  the  emirs  of  this  court, 

*  and  comforter  of  the  poor,  yon  are  not 

*  guilty  of  the  crime  for  which  you 

*  ftand  here.     Withdraw,  and  let  me 


The  Bermecides  were  a  Psrfian  family,  from  whom  the  grand  vizier  was  defcended. 

'  expiate 
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*  expiate  the  death  of  the  lady  who  was 
«  thrown  into  the  Tygris  :  it  was  I  who 
«  murdered  her,  and  I  deferve  to  be  pu- 
«  nifhed  for  it.' 

Though  thefe  words  occafioned  great 
joy  to  the  vizier,  he  pitied  the  young 
man,  in  whofe  look  he  faw  fonuthing 
that,  inftead  of  being  ominous,  was  en- 
gaging: but,  as  he  was  about  to  an- 
fwer  him,  a  tall  man,  pretty  well  in 
years,  who  had  likewife  forced  his  way 
through  the  crowd,  came  up  to  him, 
faying — '  Sir,  do  not  believe  what  this 
'  young  man  tells  you;  I  killed  the 
<  lady  who  was  found  in  the  trunk, 
«  and  this  punifhment  ought  only  to 

*  fall  upon  me.     I  conjure  you,  in  the 

*  name  of  God,  not  to  punifh  the  in- 
'  nocent  for  the  guilty!' — *  Sir,'  faid 
the  young   man   to  the  vizier,    '  I  do 

*  proteft  that  I  am  he  who  committed 

*  this  vile  acl,  and  nobody  elfe  had  any 
«  hand  in  it.' — c  My  fon,'  faid  the  old 
man,  '  it  is  defpair  that  brought  you 

*  hither;    and    you   would   anticipate 

*  your  deftiny.     I  have  lived  a  long 
'  while  in  the  world,  and  it  is  time  for 
«  me  to  be  gone ;  let  me  therefore  fa- 
«  crifice  my  life  foryour's. — Sir,'  faid 
he  again  to  the  vizier,  '  I  tell  you  once 
«  more  I  am  the  murderer;  let  me  die 
«  without  any  more  ado/ 

The  controverfy  between  the  old  man 
and  the  young  one  obliged  the  grand 
vizier  Giafar  to  carry  them  both  before 
the  caliph,  which  the  judge -criminal 
confented  to,  being  very  glad  to  ferve 
the  vizier.  When  he  came  before  the 
prince,  he  kified  the  ground  feven  times, 
and  fpake  after  this  manner :  '  Com- 
«  manderoftheFaithful,Ihavebrought 

*  here  before  your  majefty  thefe  two 
«  men,  who  both  confefs  themfelves  to 

*  be  the  fole  murderers  of  the  lady/ 
The  caliph  then   afked  the  criminals 
which  of  them  it  was  that  had  fo  cruelly 
murdered  the  lady,  and  thrown  her  into 
the  Tygris.     The  young  man  affured 
him  it  was  he ;  but  the  old  man  main- 
tained the  contrary.     *  Go,"  faid  the 
caliph  to  the  grand  vizier,  *  and  caufe 

them  both  to  be  hanged/ — '  But, 
Sir,'  faid  the  vizier,  <  if  only  one  of 
them  be  guilty,  it  would  be  unjuft  to 
take  the  lives  of  both/  At  thefe 
words,  the  young  man  fpoke  again — 
I  fwear,  by  the  great  God,  who  has 
railed  the  heavens  fo  high  as  they  are, 
that  I  am  the  man  who  killed  the 
lady,  c'jt  her  in  quarters,  and  threw 


'  her  into  the  Tygris,  about  four  days 
'  ago!  I  renounce  my  part  of  happi- 
'  nefs  among!*  the  ju(t,  at  the  day  of 
'  judgment,  if  what  I  fay  be  not  truthj 
c  therefore  I  ought  to  fuffer.'  The  ca- 
liph being  furprized  at  this  oath,  be- 
lieved him;  efpecially  when  the  old 
man  continued  filer.t.  Whereupon, 
turning  to  the  young  man — *  Thou 
'  wretch  !'  faid  he,  '  what  was  it  that 
'  induced  thee  to  commit  that  detefta- 
'  ble  crime?  And  what  is  it  that  moves 
'  thee  to  offer  thyfelf  voluntarily  to 

*  juftice?' — '  Commander  of  the  Faith- 
'  ful,'  faid  he,  « if  all  that  has  patted  be- 

*  tween  that  lady  and  me  were  fet  down 

*  in  writing,  it  would  be  a  hiftory  that 
'  might  be  very  ufeful  to  other  men.* 
— *  I  command  thee,  then,  to  relate  it,' 
faid  the  caliph.  The  young  man  obey- 
ed, and  began  thus. 

Scheherazade  would  have  gone  on  ; 
but  fhe  was  obliged  to  defer  the  relation 
to  the  night  following. 


NIGHT    XCII. 

SCHAHRIAR  prevented  the  ful- 
tanefs,  and  defired  to  know  what  the 
young  man's  fpeech  was  to  Haroun  Al- 
rafchid.  «  Sir,'  faid  Scheherazade,  '  the 
'  words  he  fpoke  were  thefe.' 


THE  STORY  OF  THE  LADY  WHO  WAS 
MURDERED,  AND  OF  THE  YOUNG 
MAN  HER  HUSBAND. 

N  DER  of  the  Faithful, 
*  your  majefty  will  l>e  pleafed  to 
know  that  the  murdered  lady  was  my 
wife,  the  daughter  of  this  old  man 
you  fee  here,  who  is  my  own  uncle 
by  the  father's  fide  :  fhe  was  not 
more  than  twelve  years  old  when  he 
gave  her  to  me,  which  is  now  eleven 
years  fince.  I  have  three  children  by 
her,  all  boys,  yet  alive;  and  I  muft 
do  her  the  juftice  to  fay,  that  fhe  ne- 
ver gave  me  the  leaft  occafion  of  of- 
fence: fhe  was  chafte,  of  good  be- 
haviour, and  made  it  her  whole  ftudy 
to  pleafe  me.  And,  for  my  part,  I 
loved  her  tenderly,  and  rather  pre- 
vented her  in  granting  any  thing  fhe 
defired  than  oppofed  it. 
'  About  two  months  ago  fhe  fell 
«  fick  5  I  took  all  imaginable  care  of 
•  her, 
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her,  and  fpared  nothing  that  could 
procure  her  a  fpeedy  recovery  ;  after. 
a  month  flie  began  to  grow  better, 
and  had  a  mind  to  go  to  the  bagnio. 
Before  (lie  went  out  of  the  houfe — 
Coufin,"  faid  (he,  (for  fo  Ihe  ufed  to 
call  me  out  of  familiarity)  "  I  long 
for  fome  apples;  if  you  could  get 
me  any,  you  would  pleafe  me  ex- 
tremely.  I  have  longed  for  them  a 
great  while  j  and  I  muft  own  it  is 
come  to,  that  height,  that,  if  I  be  not 
fatisfied  very  foon,  I  fear  fome  mif- 
fortune  will  befal  me."  —  "  With 
all  my  heart,"  faid  I;  "  I  will  do 
all  that  is  in  my  power  to  make  you 
eafy." 

«  I  went  immediately  round  all  the 
markets  and  (hops  in  the  town  feek- 
ing  for  apples;  but  I  could  not  get 
one,  though  I  offered  to  pay  a  fequin 
a  piece.  I  returned  home  very  much 
diffatisfied  at  my  difappointment ; 
and  my  wife,  when  (he  returned  from 
the  bagnio,  and  faw  no  apples,  be- 
came  fo  very  uneafy,  that  me  could 
not  deep  all  night.  I  got  up  betimes 
in  the  morning,  and  went  through  all 
the  gardens  ;  but  had  no  better  fuc- 
cefs  than  the  day  before :  I  happened, 
however,  to  meet  an  old  gardener, 
who  told  me  that  all  my  pains  would 
fignify  nothing,  for  I  could  not  ex- 
pe£l  to  find  apples  any  where  but  in 
your  majefty's  garden  at  Balfora. 
As  I  loved  my  wife  paflionately,  and 
would  not  have  any  thing  of  negle£l 
chargeable  upon  me,  I  put  myfelf  in 
a  traveller's  habit ;  and,  after  I  had 
told  her  my  defign,  I  went  to  Bal- 
fora ;  and  profecuted  my  journey 
with  fuch  diligence,  that  I  returned, 
at  the  end  of  fifteen  days,  with  three 
apples,  which  coft  me  a  fequin  a 
piece;  there  being  no  more  left  in  the 
garden,  the  gardener  would  not  let 
me  have  them  cheaper.  As  foon  as 
I  came  home,  I  prefented  them  to  my 
wife  ;  but  her  longing  was  then  over, 
and  fb.e  fatisfied  herftlf  with  receiving 
them,  and  laid  them  down  by  her 
fide.  In  the  mean  time  me  continued 
hckly,  and  I  knew  not  what  remedy 
to  get  for  her. 

*  Some  few  days  after  I  had  returned 
from  my  journey,  as  I  was  fitting  in 
my  fhop,  in  the  publick  place  where 
all  forts  of  fine  fluffs  are  fold,  I  faw 
an  ugly  tall  black  (lave  come  in  with 


an  apple  in  his  hand,  which  I  knew  to 
be  one  of  thofe  I  had  brought  from 
Balfora.  I  had  no  reafon  to  doubt 
it,  becaufe  I  was  certain  there  was 
not  one  to  be  had  in  all  Bagdad,  nor 
in  any  of  the  gardens  about  it.  I 
called  to  him,  and  faid  — "  Good 
'  flave,  pr'ythee  tell  me  where  thou 

*  hadft  this  apple?"  —  *«  Itisapre- 
'  fent,"  faid  he,  fmiling,  ", from  my 

"  miftrefs.  I  was  to  fee  her  to-day, 
"  but  found  her  indifpofed.  I  faw  three 
"  apples  lying  by  her,  and  afked  her 
"  where  (he  had  them  :  fhe  told  me  the 
"  good  man  her  hufband  had  made  a 
"  fortnight's  journey  on  purpofe  for 
"  them,  and  brought  them  to  her.  We 
"  had  a  collation  together ;  and,  when 

*  I  took  my  leave  of  her,  I  brought 

*  away  this  apple." 

*  This  difcourfe  put  me  out  of  pa- 
tience; I  arofe,  fhut  up  my  fhop,  ran 
home  with  all  fpeed,  and,  going  into 
my  wife's  chamber,  looked  immedi- 
ately for  the  apples,  and  feeing  only 
a  couple,  afked  what  was  become  of 
the  third.  Then  my  wife,  turning 
her  head  to  the  place  where  the  apples 
lay,  and  perceiving  there  were  but 
two,  anfwered  me  coldly — "  Coufin, 
I  know  not  what  is  become  of  it.'* 
At  this  anfwer  I  verily  believed  what 
the  flave  had  told  me  to  be  true;  and 
at  the  fame  time,  giving  myfelf  up 
to  madnefs  and  jealoufy,  I  drew  my 
knife  from  my  girdle,  and  thrtift  it 
into  the  unfortunate  creature's  throat. 
I  afterwards  cut  off  her  head,  and  di- 
vided her  body  into  four  quarters, 
which  I  packed  up  in  a  bundle;  and, 
hiding  in  a  bafket,  fewed  it  up  with 
a  thread  of  red  yarn,  put  the  whole 
together  in  a  trunk,  and  when  night 
came  I  carried  it  on  my  moulder  down 
to  the  Tygris,  where  I  funk  it. 
'  The  two  youngeft  of  my  children 
were  already  put  to  bed,  and  afleep  j 
the  third  was  gone  abroad  :  but,  at 
my  return,  I  found  him  fitting  by  my 
gate,  weeping  very  grievoufly.  I 
afoed  him  the  reafon :  ««  Father," 
faid  he,  "  I  took  this  morning  from 
my  mother,  without  her  knowledge., 
one  pf  the  three  apples  you  brought 
her,  which  I  kept  a  long  while;  but, 
as  I  was  playi.ng  fome  time  ago  with 
my  little  brother  in  the  ftreet,  a  tall 
flave  that  went  by  fnatched  it  out  of 
my  hands,  and  carried  it  away.  I 
T  «  ran 
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ran  after  him,  demanding  it  back  j' 
and,  befides,  told  him  that  it  be- 
lono-ed  to  my  mother,  who  was  ficlc, 
and  that  you  had  made  a  fortnight's 
journey  to  fetch  it:  but  all  to  no 
purpbfe,  he  would  not  reftore  it. 
Still  following  him,  and  crying  out, 
he  turned  and  beat  me;  and  then  ran 
away  as  faft  as  ever  he  could,  from 
one  lane  to  another,  till  at  length  I 
loft  fight  of  him.  I  have  fince  been 
walking  without  the  town,  ex- 
peeling  your  return,  to  pray  you, 
dear  father,  not  to  tell  my  mother  of 
it,  left  it  mould  make  her  worfe." 
And  when  he  had  faid  thofe  words, 
he  fell  a  weeping  again  more  bitterly 
than  before. 

«  My  fon's  difcourfe  afflicted  me  be- 
yond all  meafure:  I  then  found  my- 
ielf  guilty  of  an  enormous  crime, 
and  repented,  too  late,  of  having  fo 
eafily  believed  the  calumnies  of  a 
wretched  flave,  who,  from  Xvhat  be 
had  learned  of  my  fon,  invented  that 
fatal  lye. 

«  My  uncle,  hereprefent,  came  juft 
at  the  time  to  fee  his  daughter  ;  but, 
inftead  of  finding  her  alive,  under- 
ftood  from  me  that  (he  was  murdered, 
for  I  concealed  nothing  from  him  j 
and,  without  ftaying  for  his  cenfure, 
declared  myfelf  the  greateft  criminal 
in  the  world. 

*  Upon  this,  inftead  of  reproaching 
me,  he  joined  his  tears  with  mine, 
and  we  wept  three  days  together 
without  intermiflion  ;  he  for  the  lofs 
of  a  daughter,  whom  he  always  loved 
tenderly;  and  I  for  the  lofs  of  a  dear 
wife,  of  whom  I  had  deprived  myfelf 
after  fo  cruel  a  manner,  by  giving  too 
eafy  credit  to  the  report  of  a  lying 
Have. 

'  Commander  of  the  Faithful,  this 
is  the  fmcere  confeffion  your  majefty 
commanded  from  me.  You  have  now 
heard  all  the  circumftances  of  my 
crime;  and  I  moft  humbly  beg  of 
you  to  order  the  punifhment  which  it 
merits:  and,  how  fevere  foever  it  may 
be,  I  mail  not  in  the  leaft  complain, 
but  efteem  it  too  eafy  and  gentle.' 


Scheherazade  perceiving  day,  left  off 
fpeaking  ;  but  next  night  purfued  her 
difcourie  thus. 


NIGHT    XCIII. 

SIR, 

THE  caliph  was  very  much  afto- 
nifhed  at  the  young  man's  rela- 
tion :  but  this  juft  prince,  finding  he 
was  rather  to  be  pitied  than  condemned, 
began  to  fpeak  in  his  favour.     «  This 
young  man's  crime,'    laid  he,    *  is 
pardonable  before  God,  and  excuf- 
able  with  men.     The  wicked  flave  is 
the  fole  caufe  of  this  murder;  it  is  he 
alone  that  muftbepunimed. — Where- 
fore,' faid  he,  looking  upon  the  grand 
'vizier,  '  I  give  you  three ,days  time  to 
*  find  him  out:    if  you  do  not  bring 
*•  him  within  that  fpace,  you  (hall  die 
'  in  his  (lead.'     The  unfortunate  Gia- 
far,  who  thought  himfelf  now  out  of 
danger,  was  terribly  perplexed  at  this 
new  order  of  the  caliph;   but  not  daring 
to    return   any  anfwer   to  his    prince, 
whofe  hafty  temper  he  well  knew,  he 
departed   from    his  pretence,  and   re- 
tired   to  his   houfe  with   tears   in 'his 
eyes,   perfuading  himfelf  he   had  but 
three  days  to  live;  for  he  was  fo  fully 
convinced  that  he  (hould  not  find  the 
flave,  that  he  made  not  the  leaft  en- 
quiry about  him.  «  Is  it  pofllble,'  faid 
he,  *  that  in  fuch  a  city  as  Bagdad, 
where  there  is  almoft  an  infinite  num- 
ber of  negro  (laves,  I  (hould  be  able 
to  find  him  out  who  is  guilty  ?    So 
that,  unlefs  God  be  pleafed  to  bring  it 
about,  as  he  has  already  detected  the 
murderer,  nothing  can  poflibly  fave 
my  life  !' 

He  fpent  the  two  firftdays  in  mourn- 
ing with  his  family,  who  fat  round  him 
weeping  and  complaining  of  the  ca- 
liph's cruelty.  The  third  day  being 
come,  he  prepared  himfelf  to  die  with 
courage,  as  an  horieft  minifter,  and  one 
who' had  nothing  to  trouble  his  con- 
fcience  with  :  he  fent  for  notaries  and 
witneffes,  who  figned  the  laft  will  he 
made  in  their  prefence;  after  which  he 
took  leave  of  his  wife  and  children, 
and  bid  them  the  laft  farewel.  All  his 
family  were  drowoed  in  tears ;  and 
there  never  was  a  more  forrowful  fpec- 
tacle.  At  laft  the  meffenger  came  from 
the  caliph  to  tell  him  that  he  was  out 
of  all  patience,  having  heard  nothing 
from  him,  nor  concerning  the  negru 
(lave,  whom  he  had  commanded  him  to 
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fearch  for  :  *  I  am  therefore  ordered,' 
faid  he,  '  to  bring  you  before  his 
'  throne.'  The  affli&ed  vizier  made 
ready  to  follow  the  mefienger;  but,  as 
he  was  going  out,  they  brought  him 
his  youngeft  daughter,  whb  was  about 
five  or  fix  years  of  age.  The  nurfes 
who  attended  her,  prefented  her  to  her 
father  to  receive  his  laftblefling. 

As  he  had  a  particular  love  for  that 
child,  he  prayed  the  meflenger  to  give 
him  leave  to  ftop  for  a  moment;  and, 
taking  his  daughter  in  his  arms,  kifled 
her  feveral  times  :  as  he  was  embracing 
her  the  laft  time,  he  perceived  me  had 
fomewhat  in  her  bofom   that  looked 
bulky,  and  had  a  fweet  fcent.     *  My 
dear  little  one,'  faid  he,  '  what  hail 
thou  in  thy  bofom  ?' — *  My  dear  fa- 
ther,' faid  (lie,  *  it  is  an  apple,  upon 
which  is  written  the  name  of  our  lord 
and  mafter  the  caliph  :  our  flave  Ri- 
han  *  fold  it  to  me  for  two  fequins.' 
At  the  words  Apple  and  Slave,  the 
grand  vizier  cried  out  with  furprize,  in- 
termixed with  joy;    and,  putting  his 
hand  into  the  child's  bofom,  pulled  out 
the  apple.     He  caufed  the  flave,  who 
was  not  far  off,  to  be  brought  immedi- 
ately; and  when  he  came — '  Rafcall' 
faid  he,  *  where  hadft  thou  this  apple  ?' 
— «  My  lord,'  faid  the  flave,  «  I  fwear 
«  to  you  that  I  neither  dole  it  in  your 
'  houfe,  nor  out  of  the  commander  of 

*  the  Faithful's  garden  ;  but  the  other 

*  day,  as  I  was  going  through  a  ftrecr, 
'  where  three  or  four  fmall  children 
'  were  at  play,  one  of  them  having  it 
'  in  his  hand,  I  fnatched  it  from  him, 
'  and  carried  it  away.     The  child  ran 
'  after  me,  telling  me  it  was  none  of 
'  his  own,  but  belonged  to  his  mother, 
'  who  was  fick  ;  and  that  his  father,  to 
'  fave  her  longing,  had  made  a  long 

*  joufney,    and   brought  home    three 
«  apples,  whereof  this  was  one,  which 
'  he  had  taken  from  his  mother  with- 
'  out  her  knowledge.    He  faid  what  he 
«  could  to  make  me  give  it  him  back, 
'  but  I  would  not;  I  brought  it  home, 
'  and  fold  it  for  two  fequins  to  the  little 

*  lady  your  daughter :  and  this  is  the 
'   whole  trutli  of  the  matter.' 


Giafar  could  not  enough  admire  How 
the  roguery  of  a  flave  had  been  thecaufe 
of  an  innocent  woman's  death,  and  al- 
moft  of  his  own.  He  carried  the  flave 
along  with  him;  and  when  he  came  be- 
fore the  caliph,  he  gave  that  prince  an 
exa£l  account  of  all  that  the  flave  had 
told  him,  anil  the  chance  that  had  led 
to  the  difcovery  of  his  crime. 

Never,  was  any  furprize  fo  great  as 
that  of  the  caliph  ;  yet  he  could  not 
prevent  himfelf  from  falling  into  ex-, 
ceflive  fits  of  laughter.     At  laft  he  re- 
covered himfelf;    and,  with  a  ferious 
mien,  told  the  vizier,  that  fince  his  flave 
had  been  the  occafion  of  fuch  a  ftrange 
accident,  he  deferved  an  exemplary  pu- 
nifhment.     '  Sir,  I  muft  own  it,'  faid 
the  vizier;  '  but  his  guilt  is  not  irre- 
miflible.     I  remember  a  ftrange  fto'ry 
of  a  vizier  of  Cairo,  called  Nourred- 
din  f  Ali,  and  Bedreddin  J  Haflan  of 
Balfora  :  and  fmceyour  majefty  de- 
lights in  hearing  fuch  things,  I  am 
ready  to  tell  it,  upon  condition  that, 
if  your  majefty  finds  it  more  aftonifh- 
ing  than  that  which  gives  me  occafion 
to  tell  it,  you  will  be  pleafcd  to  par- 
don my  flave.' — f  I  am  content,'  faid 
he  caliph;   <  but  you  undertake  a  hard 
talk  ;  for  I  do  not  believe  you  can 
fave  your  flave,  the  ftory  of  the  ap- 
ples being  very  fingular.'  Upon  this, 
Giafar  began  his  ftory  thus. 


THE  STORY    OF    NOURREDDIN    ALT, 
AND  BEDREDDIN  HASSAN. 

<  COMMANDER  of  the  Faithful, 
^  «  there  was  in  former  days  a  ful- 
tan  of  Egypt,  a  ftricT:  obferver  of  juf- 
tice,  gracious,  merciful,  and  liberal, 
and  by  his  valour  rendered  himfelf 
terrible  to  his  neighbours.  He  loved 
the  poor,  and  protected  the  learned, 
whom  he  advanced  tothe  higheft  dig- 
nities. This  fultan  had  a  vizier,  who 
was  prudent,  wife,  fagacious,  and 
well  verfed  in  the  fciences.  This  mi- 
nifter  had  two  fons,  very  handfome 
men,  and  who  in  every  thing  fuHow- 
ed  their  father's  footfteps.  The  eldeft 


*  This  word  fignifies  in  Arabick,  Bafillck,  an  odoriferous  plant;  and  the  Arabians  call 
their  flaves  by  this  name,  as  the  cuftom  in  France  is  to  give  the  name  of  Jeflamin  to  a 
footman. 

•\  Nourreddin  (ignifies  in  Arabick  the  light  of  religion. 

J  BedreckUn  fignifies  the  full  moon  of  religion. 

T  a  «  waa 
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was  called  Schemfeddin  *  Moham- 
med, and  the  younger  Nourreddin 
Ali.  Thelaft  efpecially  was  endowed 
with  all  the  good  qualities  that  any 
man  could  poflefs. 

'  The  vizier  their  father  dying,  the 
fultan  fent  for  them,  and  after  he 
had  caufed  them  both  to  put  on  the 
ufual  robes  of  a  vizier— "  I  am  as  for- 
ry,"  faid  he,  "  for  the  lofs  of  your 
father  as  you  yourfelves;  and  be- 
caufe  I  know  you  live  together,  and 
love  one  another  entirely,  I  will  be- 
ftow  his  dignity  upon  you  conjunct- 
ly.  Go,  and  imitate  your  father's 
conduct." 

*  The  two  new  viziers  humbly  thank- 
ed the  fultan,  and  went  home  to  their 
houfe,  to  make  due  preparation  for 
their  father's  interment.     They  did 
not  go  abroad  for  a  month  j  and  then 
went  to  court,  where  they  appeared 
continually  on  council-days  :  when 
the  fultan  went  out  a  hunting,  one 
of    the   brothers    always   accompa- 
nied him,  which  honour  they  had  by 
turns.      One  evening  as  they  were 
talking  after  fupper,  (the  next  day 
being  the  elder  brother's  turn  to  go  a 
hunting  with  the  fultan)  he  faid  to 
his  younger  brother — "  Since  nei- 
ther of  us  is  yet  married,  and  as  we 
live  fo  lovingly  together,  a  thought 
is  come  into  my  head:  let  us  both 
marry  in  one  day,  and  let  us  chufe 
two  filters  out  of  fome  family  that 
may  fuit  our  quality.  What  do  you 
think   of  this    fancy?" — u  I  muft 
tell  you,  brother,"  anfwered  Nour- 
reddin Ali,  "  that  it  is  very  fuitable 
to  our  friendfhip;  there  cannot  be  a 
better  thought:   for  my  part,    I  am 
ready  to  agree  to  any  thing  you  fhall 
think  fit." — "  But  hold,  this  is  not 
ail,"  faid  Schemfeddin  Mohammedj 
my  fancy  carries  me  farther.     Sup- 
pofe  both  our  wives  mould  conceive 
the  firft  night  of  our  marriage,  and 
fhould  happen  to  be  brought  to  bed 
on  one  day,  yoursof  a  fon,  and  mine 
of  a  daughter,  we  will  give  them  to 
one  another  in   marriage  when  they 
come  of  age." — "  Nay,"  faid  Nour- 
reddin All  aloud,  "  I  muft  acknow- 
ledge that  thisprofpect  is  admirable; 
fuch    a  marriage   will    perfect   our 
union}  and  I  willingly   confent  to 
it.     But  then,  brother,"  laid  hefar- 


'  ther,  «« if  this  marriage  fliould  hap- 
"  pen,  would  you  expect  that  my  fon 
"  fhould  fettle  a  jointure  on  your 
"  daughter?" — "  Thereisnodiffic.nl- 
"  ty  in  that,"  replied  the  elder;  "  for 
"  I  am  perfuaded  that,  befides  the  ufual 
."  articles  of  the  marriage- contract,  you 
"  will  not  fail  to  promife,  in  his  name 
"  at  leaft,  three  thoufand  fequins,  three 
"  good  manors,  and  three  flaves."— 
"  No,"  faid  the  younger,  "  I  will  not 
"  confent  to  that:  are  we  not  brethren, 
"  and  equal  in  title  and  dignity  ?  Do 
"  not  you  and  I  both  know  what  is 
"  juft  ?  The  male  being  nobler  than 
<f  the  female,  it  is  your  part  to  give  a 
"  large  dowry  with  your  daughter. 
"  By  what  I  perceive,  you  are  a  man 
<f  that  would  have  your  bufinefs  done 
*'  at  another's  charge." 

*  Although  Nourreddin  Ali  fpoke 
'  thefe  words  in  jeft,  his  brother,  being 
'  of  an  ill  temper,  was  offended  at  itj 
'  and,  falling  into  a  paflion — '«  A  mif- 
"  chief  upon    your    fon,"    faid    he, 
"  finceyoupreferhimbeforemydaugh- 
Sl  ter  !  I  wonder  you  had  fo  much  con- 
"  fidence,  as  to  believe  him  worthy  of 
"  her;  you  muft  needs  have  loft  your 
"  judgment,  to  think  you  are  my  equal, 
"  and^ay  we  are  colleagues:  I  would 
•"  have  you   to  know,  you  fool!  that 
"  fince  you  are  fo  impudent,  I  would 
"  not  marry  my  daughter  to  your  fon, 
"  though  you  would   give  him  more 
<l  than  you  are  worth."     This  plea- 

*  fant   quarrel  between  two   brothers 

*  about  the  marriage  of  their  children 
'  before  they  were  born,  went  fo  far, 

*  that  Schemfeddin  Mohammed  con- 

*  eluded  with  threatening — '*  Were  I 
tc  not  to-morrow,"  faid  he,  "  to  at- 
"  tend  the  fultan,  I  would  treat  you  as 

'  you  deferve;  but  at  my  return,  I 
fliall  make  you  fenfible  that  it  does 
not  become  a  younger  brother  to 
fpeak  fo  infolently  to  his  elder  bro- 
ther, as  you  have  done  to  me." 
Upon  this  he  retired  to  his  apartment, 
and  Nourreddin  Ali  went  to  bed. 

*  Schemfeddin  Mohammed  rofe  very 
early  next  morning,  and  went  to  the 
palac"  to  attend  the  fultan,  who  was 
going  to  hunt  about  Cairo  near  the 
pyramids.     As  for  Nourreddin  Ali, 
he  w;is  very  uneafy  all  night;  and, 
confidering  that  it  woftld  not  be  pof- 
fible  for  hitn  to  live  longer  with  a 


*  That,  is  to  fay,  the  fun  of  religion. 


'  brother 
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c  brother  who  treated  him  with  fo  much 
'  haughtinefs,  he  provided  a  good 
'  mule,  furnifhed  himfelf  with  money, 
«  jewels,  provilions,  and  victuals,  and 

*  having  told   his  people  that  he  was 
'  going  on  a  private  journey  for  two  or 
'  three  day,  he  departed. 

«  When  he  was  out  of  Cairo,  he 
«  rode  by  the  defart  towards  Arabia; 
'  but  his  mule  happening  to  tire  by  the 

*  way,  he  was  forced  to  continue  his 
«  journey  on  foot.     A  courier  who  was 

*  §°ing  to  Balfora,  by  good  fortune 
«  overtaking  him,  took  him  up  behind 

<  him.     As  foon  as  the  courier  came 
«  toBalfora,  Nourreddin  Ali  alighted, 
«  and  returned  him  thartks  for  his  kind- 

<  nefs.  As  he  went  about  to  feek  for  a 
«  lodging,  he  faw  a  perfon  of  quality 
«  with  a  great  retinue  coming  along,  to 
'  whom  all  the  people  (hewed  a  mighty 
«  refpecl,  and  ftood  ftill  till  he  pafled 
«  by;  andNourreddinAli  (topped  among 
«  the  reft.     This  was  the  grand  vieier 
«  to  the  fultan  of  Balfora,  who  walked 

*  through  the  city  to  fee  that  the  inha- 

*  bitants  kept  good  order  and   difci* 

*  pline. 

«  This  minifter,  cafting  his  eye  by 
'  chance  on  Nouireddin  Ali,  found 

<  fomething  extraordinary  in   his  ai- 
f  peft,  and  looked  very  attentively  upon 

*  him;  advancing  nearer,  and  obferv- 
'  ing  him   in  a  traveller's  habit,   he 
«  ftood   ftill,  afked  him  who  he  was, 
«  and  from  whence  he  came.     "  Sir," 
faid  Nourreddin  Ali,  "  I  am  an  Egyp- 
"  tian,  born  at  Cairo-,  and  have  left 
"  my  country,  becaufe  of  the  unkind- 
*'  ne(s  of  a  near  relation,  and  am  re- 
*c  folved  to  travel  through  the  world, 
««  and  rather  die    than    return  home 
"  again."    The  grand  vizier,  who  was 
«  a  reverend  old  gentleman,  after  hear- 
'  incr  thefe  words,  faid  to  him — *'  Son, 
*'  beware:  do  not  pnrfue  your  defign; 
«'  there  is   nothing  but  mifery   in  the 
"  world;  you  are  not  fenfible  of  the 

hardships  you  muft  endure.  Come, 
follow  me;  I  may  perhaps  make  you 
forget  the  evils  that  have  forced  you 
to  leave  your  own  country." 
'  Nourreddin  Ali  followed  the  grand 
vizier,  who  foon  perceived  his  good 
qualities,  and  felt  fo  much  love 
for  him,  tha^one  day  he  faid  to 
him  in  private-^-"  My  Ion,  lam,  as 
you  fee,  fo  far  gone  in  years,  that 
there  is  no  likelihood  I  (hall  live 
much  longer.  HeaTen  has  beftow- 


"  ed  only  one  daughter  upon  me,  who- 
"  is  as  beautiful  as  you  are  handfome, 
"  and  now  fit  for  marriage.  Several 
"  people  of  the  greateft  quality  at  this 
"  court  have  defired  her  for  their  fons, 
"  but  1  could  not  grant  their  requeft. 
"  I  have  a  love  for  you,  and  think,  you 
"  fo  worthy  to  be  received  into  my  fa- 
"  mily,that,  preferring  you  before  all 
"  thofe  who  have  fought  her,  I  am 
"  ready  to  accept  you  for  my  fon-in- 
"  law.  If  you  favour  the  propofal,  I 
"  will  acquaint  the  fultan  my  mafter 
l<  that  I  have  adopted  you  by  this  mar- 
"  riage,  and  I  will  pray  him  to  grant  you 
"  the  reverfion  of  my  dignity  of  grand 
"  vizier  in  the  kingdom  of  Balfora.  In 
"  the  mean  time,  nothing  being  more 
"  requilite  for  me  than  eafe  in  my  old 
"  age,  I  will  not  only  put  you  in  pof- 
(t  feffion  of  my  eftate,  but  leave  the  ad- 
"  miniftration  of  publick  affairs  to  your 
"  management." 

*  When  the  grand  vizier  .had  made 
an  end  of  this  kind  and  generous  pro- 
pofal, Nourreddin  Ali  fell  at  his  feet; 
and,  exprefling  himfelf  in  terms  that 
demonftrated   his  joy  and  gratitude, 
told  the  vizier,  that  he  was  at  his  com- 
mand in  every  thing.     Upon  this  the 
vizier  fent  for  hiVchief  domefticks, 
ordered  them  to  furnifti  the  great  hall 
of  his  palace,  and  prepare  a  fumptuous 
feaft;  hr  afterwards  fent  to  invite  the 
nobility  of  the  court  and  city,  to  ho- 
nour him  with  their  company;  and 
when  they  were  all  met,  (Nourreddi'n 
Ali    having  now   told    him  who  he 
was)   he  faid  to  thofe  lords,  (for  he 
thought  proper  to  fpeakthuson  pur- 
pofe  to  fatisfy  fuch  of  them  to  whom 
he  had  refufed  his  alliance) — "  I  am 
"  now,  my   lords,  to  difcover  a  cir- 
"  cumftance  to  you,  which  I  have  hi- 
"  therto  kept  fecret.    I  have  a  brother, 
*'  who  is  grand  vizier  to  the  fultan  of 
"  Egypt,  as  I  am  ro  the  fultan  of  this 
kingdom.    This  brother  has  but  one 
fon,  whom  he  would  not  marry  in  the 
court  of  Egypt,  but  fent  him  hither 
to  efpoufe  my  daughter,  that  both  our 
branches    may  be   re-united.      His 
fon,  whom  I  knew  to  be  my  nephew 
as  foon  as  I  faw  him,   is  the  young 
gentleman   I  here  prefent  to  you  as 
my    intended     fon-in-law.     I  hope 
you  will  do  me  the  honour  to  be  pre- 
fent Mt  his  wedding,  which  lam  re- 
iolved  to  celebrate  this  day."     The 
noblemen,  whu  could  not  take  it  ill 
•  that 
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that  he  preferred  his  nephew  before  all 
the  great  matches  that  had  been  pro- 
pofed  to  him,  faid  that  he  had  very 
good  reafon  for  what  he  did,  were 
willing  to  be  witnefies  to  the  cere- 
mony, and  wimed  that  God  might 
prolong  his  days  to  enjoy  the  fatis- 
faftion  of  the  happy  match.' 

Here"  Scheherazade  broke  off,  be- 
catif'e  day  appeared;  and  next  night  re- 
i'umed  her  itory. 


NIGHT    XCIV. 

SIR, 

THE  grand   vizier  Giafar   conti- 
nued his  itory  to  the  caliph  in  the 
following  manner. 

*  The  lords  met  at  the  vizier  of  Bal- 
fora's  houfe,  having  teftified  their  fa- 
tisfacHon  at  the  marriage  of  his 
daughter  with  Nourreddin  Ali,  and 
fat  down  to  dinner,  which  lafted  a 
long  while:  the  latter  courfe  was 
fwettmeats,  of  which  every  one,  ac- 
cording to  cuftom,  took  what  he 
thought  fit.  The  notaries  came  in 
with  the  marriage-contrail,  and  the 
chief  lords  figned  it;  and  when  the 
company  departed,  the  grand  vizier 
ordered  his  fervants  to  prepare  a  bag- 
nio, and  had  every  thing  in  readinefs 
for  Nourreddin  AH  to  bathe.  He  had 
fine  new  linen,  and  every  thing  elfe 
provided  for  him  in  the  mod  liberal 
manner:  when  he  had  wafhed  and 
dried  himfelf,  he  was  going  to  put  on 
his  former  apparel,  but  had  an  extra- 
ordinary rich  fuit  brought  him.  Be- 
ing drefled,  and  perfumed, with  the 
inoft  odoriferous  eflences,  he  went  to 
fee  the  s,rand  vizier  his  father-in-law, 
who  was  exceedingly  well  pleafed 
with  his  genteel  mien;  and,  having 
made  him  lit  down — "My  fon,"  faid 
he,  "  you  have  declared  to  me  who 
you  are,  and  the  quality  you  had  at 
the  court  of  Egypt.  You  have  allb 
told  me  of  a  difference  betwixt  you 
and  your  brother,  which  occasioned 
you  to  leave  your  country.  I  defire 
you  to  make  me  your  entire  confi- 
dant, and  to  acquaint  me  with  the 
caufe  of  your  quarrel;  for  now  you 
have  no  reafon  to  doubt  me,  or  to 
conceal  any  thing  from  me." 
'  Nourreddin  Ali  gave  him  an  ac- 


*  count  of  every  circumftance  of  the 
'  quarrel;  at  which  the  vizier  burftout 

*  into   a    fit  of  laughter,   and  faid— 
"  This  is  one  of  the  oddeft  things  that 
u  I  ever  heard!  Is  it  poflible,  my  fon, 
"  that  your  quarrel  mould  rife  fo  high 
*'  about  an  imaginary  marriage?  I  am 
"  forry  you   fell  out  with  your  elder 
"  brother  upon  filch  a  frivolous  mat- 
"  ter;  but  I  find  he  is  in  the  wrong  to 
"  be  angry  at  what  you  only  fpoke  in 
"  jeft,  and  I  ought  to  thank  Heaven  for 
"  that  difference  which  has  procured 
*'  me  fo  good  a  fon-in-law.  But,'' faid* 

*  the  old  gentleman,  "  it  is  late,  and 
"  time  for  you  to  retire:  go  to  your 
"  bride,  my  fon;  (he  expecls  you.  To- 
"   morrow  I  will  prefent  you  to  the 
"  fultan,  and  hope  he  will  receive  you 
"   in  fuch  a  manner  as  Pnall  fatisfy  us 
"  both." 

'  Nourreddin  Ali  took  leave  of  his 
'  father-in-law,  and  went  to  his  fpoufe's 

*  apartment.     It  is  remarkable/  con- 
tinued Giafar,  « that  Schemfeddin  Mo- 
'  hammed   happened  alfo  to  marry  at 

*  Cairo   the  very  fame  day  that   this 

*  marriage  was  folerr.nized  at  Balfora; 
'  the  particulars  of  which  are  as  fol- 
«   low. 

'  After  Nourreddin  Ali  left  Cairo, 

*  with   an    intention   never  to  return, 
'  Schemfeddin  Mohammed,  his   elder 
'  brother,  being  gone  a  hunting  witK 

*  the  fultan  of  Egypt,  did  not  com* 

*  back  for  a  month;  for  the  fultan  lov- 

*  ed  that  fport  extremely,  and  therefore 

*  continued    abroad     all    that   while, 

*  Schemfeddin,  at  his   return,  ran   to 

*  Nourreddin  Ali's  apartment,but  was 

*  much  furprifed  when  he  underftood 
'  that,  under  pretence  of  taking  a  jour- 

*  ney  of  two  or  three  days,  he  went 
«  away  on  a  mule  the  fame  day  that  the 
'  fultan  went  a  hunting,  and  had  ne- 
'   ver  appeared  fince.     It  vexed  him  the 
'  more,  becaufe  he  did  not  doubt  but 
4  the  hard  words  he  had  given  him  were 
'  the  caufe  of  his  going  away.    He  fen t 

*  a  meflenger  in  fearch  of  him,  who 
'  went  to  Damafcus,  and  as  far  as  A- 

*  leppo;  but  Nourreddin  was  then   at 

*  Balfora.     When  the  courier  return- 
«  ed, and  brought  word  thatliehadheard 
'  no  news   of  him,  Schemfeddin  Mo- 
'  hammed  intended  to  make  farther  er>- 
'  quiry  after  him  in  other  parts,  and 
'   in  the  mean  time  had  a  fancy  to  mar- 
'  ry,  and  matched  with  the  daughter  of 

*  one  of  the  greattfl  lords  in  Cairo, 

1  upon 
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*  upon  the  fame  day  that  his  brother 

*  married  the  daughter  of  the  grand  vi- 
«  zier  of  Balfora. 

*  But  this  is  not  all,'   fan!   Giafar; 

<  at  the  end  of  nine  months  Schemfed- 
«  din  Mohammed's  wife  was  brought 
'  to  bed  of  a  daughter  at  Cairo,  and 

*  on   the   fame  day  Nourreddin's  wife 

*  brought  forth  a  fon  at  Balfora,  who 
«  was  called  Bedreddin  Haflan. 

*  The  grand  vizier  of  Balfora  tefti- 
«   fied  his.,joy  by  great  gifts  and  pub- 

<  lick  entertainments  for  the  birth  of 
«  his  grandfon.     And  to  (hew  his  fon- 
'  in-law  the  great  efteem  he  had  for 
'  him,  he  went  to  the  palace,  and  mod 
«  humbly  begged  of  the  fultan  to  grant 
«  Nourreddin  Ali    his    office,    that  he 
'   might   have  the  comfort  before   his 
«  death  to  fee  his  fon-in-law  madegrand 
«  vizier  ih  his  ffead. 

«  The  fultan,  who  had  taken  a  great 
'  liking  to  Nourreddin  when  his  father 
«  prefented  him  after  his  marriage,  and 
'  had  ever  fince  heard  every  body  fpeak 

*  well  of  him,  readily  granted  his  fa- 
'  ther-in-law's  requeft,  andcaufed  him 
«  immediately  to  pat  on  the  robe  of  a 

*  grand  vizier. 

«  The  next  day,  when  the  father  faw 

<  his  fon-in-law  prefide  in  council,  as 
«  he  himfelf  had  done,  and  perform  all 

*  the,offices  of  a  grand  vizier,  his  joy 
«  was  compleat.     Nourreddin  Ali  be- 
'  haved  himfelf  fo  well  in  every  thing, 
'  that  one  would  have  thought  he  had 
'  been  all  his  lifetime  employed  in  fuch 

*  affairs.     He  continued  afterwards  to 
'  aifift  in  council  every  time  when  the 

*  infirmities  of  age  would  not  permit 

*  his  father-in-law  to  appear. 

*  The  old  gentleman  died  about  four 
'  years  after,   with  great  fatisfa&ion, 
«  to  fee  a  branch  of  his  family  that  pro- 
«  mifed  fo  fair  to  fupport  the  grandeur 
«  of  it. 

*  Nourreddin  Ali  performed  his  laft 
<  duty  to  hisfather-in-lawwithall  pof- 

*  fible  love  and  gratitude.   And  as  loon 
«  as  his  fon  Bedreddin  Haflan  had  at- 
«  tained  to  feven  years  of  age,  he  pro- 
'  vided  him  a  molt  excellent  tutor,  who 

*  taught  him  fuch  accomplishments  as 
«  became  his  birth.     The  child  had  a 

*  ready  wit,   and  a  genius  capable  of 

*  receiving    all    the    good   initru£Uons 

*  that  could  be  given.' 

Scheherazade  was  going-on,  butper- 
day,  (he  put  an  end  to  the  dif- 


courfe,  and  refumed  it  thus  the  night 
following. 


NIGHT    XCV. 


SIR, 


THE    vizier' Giafar  continued  his 
ftory  to  the  caliph — '  After  Bed- 
'  reddin  Haflan  had  been  two  years  un- 

*  der  the  tuition   of  his  .matter,  who 
'  taught  him  perfectly  to  read,  he  learnt 
'  the   Alcoran  by    heart.     His  father 

*  Nourreddin  Ali  put  him  afterwards  to 
'  other  tutors,  by  whom  his  mind  was 
'  cultivated  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  when 
'   he  was  twelve  years  of  age  he  had  no 
'  more  occafion  for  inllruclion.     His 

*  phyliognomy  promifed  wonders,  and 

*  he  was  admired  by  all  who  looked 
'  upon  him. 

*  Hitherto  Nourreddin  Ali  had  kept 

*  his  fon  to  his  ftudy,  and"  had  not  yet 

*  ufhered  him  to  the  publick;  but  he 
'  now  took  him  to  the  palace,  that  he 

*  might  have  the  honour  of  kifling  the 
'  fultan's  hand,  who  received  him  very 

*  gracioufly.   The  people  who /aw  him 

*  in  the  ftreets  were  charmed   with  his 
'  genteel  mien,  and  gave  him  a  thou- 

*  land  bleflings. 

'  His  father  propoiing  to  qualify  him 
'  for  his  own  office,  fpared  no  coft  for 
'  that  purpofe,  and  brought  him  up 

*  early  to  bufmefs  of  the  greatelt  mo- 
'  ment.     In  /hort,  he  omitted  nothing 
'  to  advance  a  fon  he   loved  fo  well. 
'  But  as  he  began  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of 

*  his   labour,  he  was  ail  of  a  fudden. 
'  taken  with  a  violent  fit  officknefsj 

*  and  finding-  himfelf  paft   recovery, 

*  compofed  himfelf  to  die  a  good  Muf- 

<  fulman. 

«  In  his  laft  and  precious  moments 
«  he  forgot  not  his  fon  Bedreddin,  but 

<  called  for  him,  and  faid — "My  fon, 
"  you  fee  this  world  is  tranfitoryj  there 
"  is  nothing  duiable  but  that  which  I 

fhall  fpeedily  go  to.  You  muft  there- 
«  fore  from  henceforth  begin  to  fit 
4  yourfelf  for  this  change,  as  1  have 
'  donej  you  muft  prepare  for  it  \vith- 
'  out  murmuring,  and  fo  as  to  have 
'  no  trouble  of  conference  for  not  a6l- 

*  ing  the  part  of  a  real  horveft  man, 
As  for  your  religion,  you  arc  fuffi,- 
ciently  inftrucled  in  it,  by  what  you. 
have  learnt  from  your  tutors,  and 
your  own  ftudyj  and  as  to  what  be- 

«.'  lungs  to  a,  virtuous  character,  I 
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'*  give  you  fome  inftru&ions,  which  I 
"  hope  you  will  make  good  ufe  of.  As 
"  it  is  a  neceffary  thing  to  know  one's 
"  fclf,  and  that  you  cannot  come  to 
•*  that  knowledge  without  you  firft 
««  underftand  who  I  am,  I  mall  now 
'*  tell  it  you. 

"  I  am,"  faid  he,  "  a  native  of  E- 
"  gypt;  my  father,  your  grandfather, 
"  was  firft  minifterto  the  fultan  of  that 
*'  kingdom.  I  myfelf  had  the  honour 
«e  to  be  vizier  to  the  fame  fultan,  and 
"  fo  has  my  brother  your  uncle,  who 
«e  I  fuppofe  is  yet  alive;  his  name  is 
"  Schemfeddin  Mohammed.  I  was 
*•*  obliged  to  leave  him,  and  come  into 
tf  this  country,  where  1  have  raifed 
*'  myfelf  to  the  high  dignity  I  now  en- 
'<  joy.  But  you  will  underftand  all 
"  thefe  matters  more  fully  by  amanu- 
'*  fcript  that  I  mall  give  you." 

*  At  the  fame  time,  Nourreddin  Ali 
'  pulled  out  his  pocket-book,  which  he 
«  had  written  with  his  own  hand,  and 

*  carried  always  about  him;  and,  giv- 

*  ing  it  to  Bedreddin  Haflan<— «*  Take 
"  it,'1  faid  he,  "  and  read  it  at  your 
*c  leifure;  you  will  find,  among  other 
'*  things,  the  day  of  my  marriage,  and 
«*  that,  of  your  birth;  thefe  are  fuch 
"  circumftances  as,  perhaps,  you  may 
*«  hereafter  have    occafion    to   knowj 
««  therefore  you  mull  keep  it  very  care- 
«<  fully. 

«  Bedreddir  HaflTanbeingmuch  afflicl- 

*  ed  to  fee  his  father  in.that  condition, 

*  and  fenfibly  touched   with  this   dif- 

*  courfe,  could  not    but  weep  when  he 
«  received  the  pocket-book,   ajad   pro- 

*  mifed  at  the  fame  time  never  to  part 
«  wit  hit. 

'  That  very  moment  Nourreddin  Ali 
f  fainted,  and  it  was  thought  he  would 
f  have  expired;  but  he  came  to  himfelf 
f  again,  and  utfered  thefe  words:' 

"  My  fon,"  faid  he,  "  the  firft  in- 
f*  ftruclion  I  give  you  is,  not  to  make 
"  your  felt  familiar  with  all  forts  of 
*:  people.  The  way  to  live  happy  is  to 
*'  Ictep  your  mind  to  yourfeif,  and  not 
*•  to  tell  your  thoughts  eafily. 

"  Secondly,  not  to  do  violence  to 
fc  any  body  whatever,  for  in  that  cafe 
*{  you  will  draw  ex'ery  body's  hatred  up- 
<f  on  yourfeif.  You  ought  to  confidcr 
'.'  the  world  as  a  creditor,  to  whom  you 
"  owe  moderation,  compaffion,  and 
"  forbearance. 

*'  Thirdly,  not  to  fay  a  word  when 
If  vow  are  reproached jj  for,  as  the  pro, 


"  verb  fays — ««  He  that  keeps  filenc« 
"  is  out  of  danger."  And  in  this  cafe 
"  particularly  you  ought  topraclife  it. 
'*  You  alfo  know  what  one  of  our  poets 
"  fays  upon  this  fubjea,  That  filence 
"  is  the  ornament  and  fafe-guard  of 
tl  life;  that  our  fpeech  ought  not  to  be 
"  like  a  mower  of  rain,  that  fpoils  all. 
"  Never  did  any  man  yet  repent  of  hav- 
'*  ing  fpoken  too  little,  whereas  many 
"  have  been  forry  for  fpeakingtoomuch. 

"  Fourthly,  to  drink  no  wine;  for 
"  thatis  the  fource  of  all  vices. 

"  Fifthly,  to  be  frugal  in  your  way 
"  of  living:  if  you  do  not  fquander 
"  your  eftate  away,  it  will  maintain 
"  you  in  the  time  of  neceflijy.  I  do 
"  not  mean  that  you  fhould  be  either 

*  too    liberal    or  too    niggardly;    for 
"  though   you   have   ever  fo  little,  if; 
"  you  hufband   it  well  and  lay    it  out 
"  on    proper  occafions,  you   will  have 
"  many  friends;  but  if,  on   the  con- 
"  trary,  you    have   great   riches,  and 
"  make  but  a  bad  ufe  of  them,  all  the 
"  world  will  forfake  you  and  leave  you 
«c  to  yourfeif." 

«  In  mort,NourreddinAli  continued, 
'  till  the  lait  moment  of  his  breath,  to 

*  give  good    advice   to   his   fon;   and 

*  when   he  was  dead  he  was  magnifi- 

*  cently  interred.' 

Scheherazade  ftopt  her  difcourfe  here, 
becaufe  /he  faw  day,  and  deferred  the 
refidue  of  herltory  till  next  night. 


NIGHT    XCVI. 

THE  fultanefs  of  the  Indies  being 
awaked  by  her  fifter  JDinarzade  at 
the  ufual  hour,    me  addrcfled  herielf 
thus  to  Schahriar. 

SIR, 

The  caliph  was  very  well  fatif- 
fied  to  hear  the  grand  vizier  Giafar  relate 
his  rtory,  and  he  continued  it  thus. 
*  Nourreddin  Ali  was  buried  with  all 
the  honours  due  to  his  quality.  Bed- 
reddin Haffan  of  Balfora  (for  fo  he 
was  called, becaufe  born  inthattown) 
was  fo  overwhelmed  with  grief  at 
the  death  of  his  father,  that,  inflead 
of  mourning  one  month,  according 
to  cuftom,  he  kept  himfelf  clofe  fhur 
up  in  tears  and  folitude  for  two 
months,  without  feeing  any  body,  or 
fo  much  as  going  abroad  to  pay  his 
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duty  to  the  fultan  of  Balfora;  who 
being  difpleafed  at  this  negle£t,  look- 
ed  on  it  as  a  flight  put  on  his  court 
and  perfon,  fuffered  his  paflion  to  pre- 
vail,  and  in  his  fury  called  for  the 
new  grand  vizier,  (for  he  had  created 
a  new  one  as  foon  as  Nourreddin  Ali 
died)  and  commanded  him  to  go  to 
the  houfe  of  the  deceafed,  and  feize 
on  it,  with  all  his  other  houfes,  lands 
and  efFe<5ts,  without  leaving  any  thing 
for  BedreJJdin  HaflTan,  and  to  bring 
him  prifoner  along  with  him, 
'  The  new  grand  v!zier,accompanied 
by  many  meflenpjers  belonging  to. the 
palace,  juftices/and  other  officers,  went 
immediately  to  execute  the  fulran's 
commifllon.  But  one  of  Ledreddin 
Haffan's  (laves  happening  to  come 
accidentally  into  the  crowd,  no  fooner 
underftood  the  vizier's  errand, than  he 
ran  before  in  all  Kafteto  give  his  ma- 
fter  warning.  He  found  him  lilting 
in  the  porch  of  his  houfe,  as  melan- 
choly  as  if  his  father  had  been  but 
newly  dead:  he  fell  down  at  his  feet 
out  of  breath,  and  after  he  had  kifTed 
the  hem  of  his  garment,  cried  out— 
My  lord,  faveyourfelf  immediately!" 
Bedieddin  HafTan,  lifting  up  his 
head,  replied — "What  is  the  matter? 
What  news  doftthou  bring?" — "My 
lord,"  faid  he,  "  there  is  no  time 
to  be  loft:  the  fultan  is  horribly  in- 
cenfed  againlt  you;  and  he  has  fent 
to  deprive  you  of  all  your  property, 
and  alfo  to  feize  your  perfon." 
*  The  words  of  this  faithful  and  af- 
feftionate  (lave  threw  Bedreddin 
HafTan  into  great  confufion:  "  May 
I  not  have  fo  much  time,''  faid  he, 
as  to  take  fome  money  and  jewels 
along  with  me?'' — "  No,  Sir,"  re- 
plied  the  (lave;  "  the  grand  vizierwill 
be  here  this  momejit.  Be  gone  im- 
mediately,  and  faveyourfelf."  Bed- 
reddin  HaHan  rofe  up  from  his  fofa 
in  all  hafte,  and  put  on  his  fandals; 
and,  after  he  had  covered  his  head 
with  the  tail  of  his  gown,  that  his 
face  might  not  be  known,  fled,  with- 
out  knowing  which  way  to  go  in  or- 
der  to  avoid  the  impending  danger. 
«  The  firft  thought  that  came  into 
his  head  was  to  get  out  of  the  next 
gate  with  all  (peed.  He  ran  without 
(topping  till  he  came  to  the  publick 
church-yard;  and,  as  it  was  growing 
dark,  he  refolved  to  pafs  that  night 
on  his  father's  tomb.  It  was  a  large 


edifice  in  the  (hape  of  a  dome,  which 
Nourreddin  AH  had  built  when  he 
was  alive.  Betlreddin  met  a  very 
rich  Jew  by  the  way,  v,-ho  was  a 
banker  and  merchant,  and  was  re- 
turning from  a  place  where  his  af- 
fairs had  called  him  to  the  city. 
'  The  Jew,  knowingBedreddin,halt- 
'  ed,  and  faluted  him  very  courteoufty.' 

Day  beginning  to  appear  as  Schehe- 
razade fpoke  thefe  words,  (he  delitted 
for  the  prefent,  but  re  Aimed  her  clif- 
courfs  the  fucceeding  night. 


NIGHT    XCVII.          i 

SIR, 

THE  caliph  was  very  attentive  to 
the  grand  vizier's  difcourie,  who 
went  on  after  this  manner. 

4  Ifaac  the  Jew,  after  he  had  paid 
'  his  refpefts  to  Bedreddin  Ha(Tan  by 
<  kifiing  his  hand,  faid — "  My  lord, 
'  may  I  be  fo  bold  as  to  a(k  whither 
'  you  are  going  at  this  time  bf  night 

*  alone,  and  fo  much  troubled?  Has 
'  anythingdifquietedyou?''— - "  Yes," 

faid  Bedreddin,  "  a  little  while  ago  I 
'  was  afleep,  and  my  father  appeared 
'  to  me  in  a  dream,  and  looked  very 
'  fiercely  on  me,  as  if  he  had  been  ex- 

*  traordinarily  angry.  I  ftarted  out  of 
'  my  fleep  very  much  frightened,  and 
'  came  out  immediately,  in  order  to 
'  pray  on  his  tomb." 

"  My  lord,"  faid  the  Jew,  (who 
did  not  know  the  true  reafon  why 
Bedreddin  left  the  town)  "  your  fa- 
ther of  happy  memory,  and  my  good 
lord,  had  (tore  of  merchandize  in  fe- 
veral  veflTels,  .which  are  yet  at  fea, 
and  belong  to  you;  I  beg  the  favour 
of  you  to  grant  me  the  firft  refufal 
of  them  before  any  other  merchant. 
I  am  able  to  pay  down  ready-money 
for  all  the  goods  that  are  in  your 
(hips :  and,  to  begin,  if  you  will  give 
me  thofe  that  happen  to  come  in  the 
firft  (hip  that  arrives  in  fafety,  I  will 
pay  you  down  in  part  of  payment  a 
thoufand  fequins."  On  which, draw- 
ing out  a  bag  from  under  his  gown, 
he  (hewed  him  them  fealed  up  wilJi 
one  feal. 

«  Bedreddin  Ha(Tan  being  banifhed 

from  home,  and  difpoflefled  of  all  that 

he  had  in  the  world,  looked  on  this 

U  *  propoial 
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propofal  of  the  Jew  as  a  favour  from 
Heaven,  and  therefore  accepted  it  with 
a  great  deal  of  joy.  "  My  lord," 
faid  the  Jew,  "  then  you  fell  unto 
me  for  a  thoufand  fequins  the  lading 
of  the  firft  of  your  (hips  that  (hall 
arrive  in  port." — "  Yes,"  anfwered 
Bedreddin,  "  I  fell  it  to  you  for  a 
thoufand  fequins 5  it  is  done."  Upon 
this  the  Jew  delivered  to  him  the 
bag  of  a  tjioufand  fequins,  and  of- 
fered to  count  them;  but  Bedreddin 
H-iffan  faved  him  the  trouble,  by  fay- 
ing that  he  would  truft  to  his  word. 
1  Sinct-  it  is  fo,  my  lord,"  faid  he,  "  be 

*  pleafed  to  favour  me  with  a  finall 

*  note  in  writing  as  to  the  bargain  we 
'  have  made."    And  having  faid  this, 

hepulled  his  ink- horn  from  his  girdle; 
and,  taking  a  fmall  reed  out  of  it 
neatly  cut  for  writing,  he  prefented 
it  to  him,  together  with  a  piece  of 
paper  which  he  took  out  of  his  letter- 
caftj  and  whilft  he  held  the  ink- 
horn,  Bedreddin  Haflan  wrote  thcfe 
words. 

"  npHIS  writing  is  to  teftify,  that 
-"-  «  Bedreddin  Haflan  of  Balfora 
*«  has  fold  to  Ifaac  the  Jew,  for  the 
"  fum  of  one  thoufand  fequins,  re- 
«c  ceived  in  hand,  the  lading  of  the 
"  firft  of  his  (hips  that  (hall  arrive  in 
««  this  port. 

"  BEDREDDIN  HASSAN 
"  of  Balfora." 

<  This  note  he  delivered  to  the  Jew, 
'  who  put  it  in  his  letter-cafe,  and  then 

*  took  his  leave  of  him. 

«  While  Ifaac  purfued  his  journey 
«  to  the  city,  Bedreddin  made  the  beft 

*  of  his  way  to  Nourreddin  Ali's  tomb. 

*  When  he  came  to  it,  he  bowed  his 

*  face  to  the  ground,  and,  with  his  eyes 
«  full  of  tears,  deplored  his  miferable 
'  condition.     "  Alas!"  faid  he,  "  un- 
*{  fortunate  Bedreddin,  what  will   be- 
«c  come  of  thee  ?  Whither  canft  thou 
'*  fly   for  refuge    again  ft    the    unjuft 
f<  prince  who  perfecutes  thee?  Was  it 
"  not  enough  to  be  afflicled   for  the 
'«  death  of  fo  dear  a  father ;  muft  for- 
«'   tune  continue  to  add  new  misfor- 
"  tunes  to  juft  complaints?"  He  con- 
'  tinned  a  long  time  in  this  pofturej  but 
'  at  laft  rofe  up  again,  and  le;i»'i.g  his 
«  head  on  his  father's  fepulchre,  nis  for- 

*  rows  returned  more  violently  than  be- 
1  forej  fothathefighed  andmourned,til), 


overcome  with  heavinefs,  he  ftretcb- 
ed  himfelf  on  the  floor,  and  fell  afleef>» 
'  He  had  not  (lept  long,  before  a  Ge- 
nius, who  had  retired  to  that  church- 
yard during  the  day,  and  was  in- 
tending, according  to  his  cuftom,  to 
range  about  the  world  at  night,  ef- 
pying  this  young  man  in  Nourred- 
din  Ali'o  omb,  entered  it;  and,  find- 
ing Bedreddin  lying  on  his  back,  was 
furprized  at  his  beauty. 

Day-light  appearing, prevented  Sche-- 
herazade's  going  on  with  her  (lory;  but 
next  night,  at  the  ufual  hour,  (he  con- 
tinued it  thus. 


NIGHT     XCVIII. 

'  \\7  H  E  N  the  Genius  had  atten- 

VV      *  tively  confulered  Bedreddin 

HafTan,    he   faid   to   himfelf— "  To 

'  judge  of  this  creature   by  his  good 

1  mien,  he  would  feem  to  be  an  angel 

'  of  the  terreftrial  paradife,  whom  God 

'  had  fent  to  put  the  world  in  a  flame 

(  with  his  beauty."    At  laft,  after  he 

had   fatisfied  himfelf  with    looking 

upon  him,  he  took  a  flight  into  the 

air,  where  meeting  by  chance  with  a 

fairy,  they  faluted  each  other;  after 

which  the  Genius  faid  to  her — "Pray 

;  defcend  with  me  into  the  church- 

;  yard  where  I  ftay,  and  I  will  (hew 

E  you  a  prodigious  beauty,  which  is 

'  worthy  your  admiration   as  well  as 

f  mine."     The  fairy  confented;  and 

both   defcending,  they  came  to  the 

tomb  in   an  inrtant.     «<  Look  ye," 

faid  the  Genius  to  the  fairy,  (hewing 

him  Bedreddin    Haflan,    "  did   you 

'  ever  .fee  a  young  man  of  a  better 

f  ftupe,  and  more  beautiful  than  this?" 

*  The  fairy  having  attentively  ob- 

ferved    Bedreddin,    turned     to    the 

Genius — "  I  muft  confefs,"  faid  (he, 

'  that  he  is  a  very  handfome  man;  but 

'  I  juft  now  faw  an  obje£l  at  Cairo 

'  more  admirable  than  this;  and  if  you 

'  will  hear  me.  I  will  tell  you  a  ftrange 

*  ftoiy  concerning  her."—'*  You  will 
'  very  much  oblige  me  in  fo  doing," 

anfwered  the  Genius.     "  You  muft 

*  know  then,"  faid  the  fairy,  ("  for 

*  I  will  tell  it  you  at  length)  that  the 
4  Sultan  of  Egypt  has  a  vizier  called 
'  Schemfeddin  Mohammed,  who  has 
{  a  daughter  of  about  twenty  years  of 

age?  the  mod  beautiful  and  eompleat 
«  perfoa 
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ft  perfon  that  ever  was  known.  The 
"  fultan  having  heard  of  this  young 
"  lady's  beauty,  fent  the  other  day  for 
"  her  father,  and  faid  to  him — "  I  un- 
««  derftand  you  have  a  daughter  to  mar- 
"  ry;  I  have  a  mind  to  marry  her:  will 
"  you  not  confent  to  it?"  The  vizier, 
*'  who  did  not expect  this  propofal,  was 
"  troubled  at  it;  and,  inftead  of  ac- 
*'  cepting  it  joyfully,  which  another  in 
"  his  place  would  certainly  have  done, 
"  he  anfwered  the  fultan — "  May  it 
"  pteafe your majeftyj  lam  not  worthy 
"  of  the  honour  you  would  confer 
"  upon  me;  and  I  moft  humbly  befeech 
**  you  to  pardon  me,  if  I  do  not  agree  to 
*f  yourrequeft.  You  know  I  had  a  bro- 
<f  ther  called  Nourreddin  Ali,  who  had 
«'  the  honour,  with  myfelf,  to  be  one 
"  of  your  viziers:  we  had  fome  diflfcr- 
"  ence  together,  which  was  the  caufe 
€t  of  his  leaving  me  on  a  fudden;  and 
«'  fince  that  time  I  have  had  no  account 
tf  of  him  till  within  thefe  four  days, 
"  that  I  heard  he  died  at  Balfora,  be- 
"  ing  grand  vizier  to  the  fultan  of  that 
"  kingdom. 

"  He  has  left  a  fon  behind  him;  and 
"  there  having  been  an  agreement  be- 
"  twixt  us  to  match  our  children  toge- 
"  ther,  if  ever  we  had  any,  I  am  per- 
"  fuaded  he  intended  that  match  when 
*<  he  died;  and  being  defirous  to  fulfil 
t(  the  promile  on  my  part,  I  conjure 
"  your  majefty  to  grant  me  leave.  You 
"  have  in  your  court  many  other  lords, 
"  who  have  daughters  as  well  as  me, 
"  on  whom  you  may  pleafe  to  beftow 
* '  that  honour." 

"  The  Sultan  of  Egypt  was  incenfed 
"  againft  Schemfeddin  Mohammed  to 
"  the  highcft  degree." 

Here  Scheherazade  flopped,  becatife 
day  appeared;  and  next  night  re  fumed 
her  ftory;  ftill  perfonating  the  vizier 
Giafar  fpeaking  to  Haroun  Alrafchid 
the  caliph. 


NIGHT    XCIX. 

"  HP  HE  Sultan  of  Egypt,  provok- 
JL  "  ed  at  this  bold  denial  of 
"  Schemfeddin  Mohammed,  faid  to 
"  him  in  a  violent  paflion — "  Is  this 
4<  the  way  you  requite  my  proposals  to 
'*  ftoop  fo  low  as  to  defire  your  alli- 
"  ance?  I  know  how  to  revenge  your 
<(  daring  to  prefer  another  to  mcj  aad 


"  I  fwear  that  your  daughter  fliall  be 
"  married  to  the  moft  contemptible  and 
"  ugly  of  all  my  flaves!"  And,  hav- 
"  ing  fpoken  thefe  words,  he  angrily 
"  bid  the  vizier  be  gone,  who  went 
"  home  to  hishoufe  full  of  confufion, 
*'  and  extraordinarily  fad. 

"  This  very  day  the  fultan  fent  for 

*'  one  of  his  grooms,  who  is  hump* 

"  backed,   big- bellied,    c'-ook- legged, 

"  and  as  ugly  as  a  hobgoblin;  and  af- 

"  ter  having  commanded  Schemfeddia 

"  Mohammed  to  confent  to  marry  his 

*'  daughter  to  this    ghaftly   fiave,  h« 

"  caufed  the1  contrail  to  be  made  and 

"  figned  by  witneffes  in  his  own  pre- 

"  fence.     The   preparations    for   this 

"  fantaltical  wedding  are  all  ready,  and 

"  this  very  moment  all  tiie  flaves  be- 

*'  longing  to  the  lords  of  the  court  of 

'  Egypt  are  waiting  at  the  door  of  a 

'  bagnio,  each  with  a  flambeau  in  his 

'  hand,  for  the  crook-backed  groom, 

'  who  is  bathing  himfelf,  to  go  along 

'  with  them  to  his  bride,  who  is  al- 

'  ready  dreffed   to   receive  him;  and 

*  when  I  departed  from  Cairo,  the  la- 
•'  dies  met  for  that  purpofe  were  going 
'  to  conduct  her,  in  her  nuptial  attire, 

to  the  hall,  where  me  is  to  receive 
"  her  hump-backed  bridegroom,  and 
"  is  this  minute  now  expecting  him. 

*  I  have  feen  her;  and  do  a  flu  re  you, 
'  that  no  perfon  can  look  upon  her 
'  without  admiration." 

*  When  the  fairy  left  off  fpeaking, 
the  Genius  faid  to  her — "  Whatever 

*  you  think  or  fay,   I  cannot  be  per- 
'  fuaded  that  the  girl's  beauty  exceeds 
'  that  of  this  young  man." — "  I  will 
'  not  difpute  it  with  you,"  anfwered 

the  fairy;  <{  for  I  mull  confefs  he 
'  deferves  to  be  married  to  that  charm - 
'  ing  creature,  whom  they  defign  for 
'  hump  back.  And  I  think  it  were  a 
'  deed  worthy  of  us  to  obftruft  the 
«  Sultan  of  Egypt's  injuftice,  and  put 
'  this  young  gentleman  in  the  room 
'  of  the  Have." — "  You  are  in  the 
'  rii>ht,"  anfwered  the  Genius;  '*  I 
'  am  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  fa 
'  good  a  thought;  let  us  deceive  him. 
«  I  confent  to  your  revenge  upon  the 
'  Sultan  of  Egypt;  let  us  comfort  a 
'  dirtreffed  father,  and  make  his daugh- 

*  ter  as  happy  as  fhe  now  thinks  her- 
'  felf  miferable:  I  will  do  my  utmoll 

endeavour  to  accoroplifli  this  pro- 
jeft,  and  I  am  periuaded  that  you 
vvill  not  be  backward.     I  vyii}  be  a.t 
U  *  **  the 
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"  the  pains  to  carry  him  to  Cairo  be- 
cl  fore  lie  awake;  and  will  afterwards 
"  leave  you  to  carry  him  elfewhere 
"  when  we  have  accomplifhed  our  de- 
"  fign." 

«  The  fairy  and  the  Genius  having 
'  thus  concerted  what  they  were  to  do, 
'  the  Genius  lifted  up  Bedreddin  Haf- 
'  fan  gently,  and  with  an  inconceivable 
'  fwiftnefs  carried  him  through  the  air, 
'  and  fet  him  down  at  the  door  of  a 
'  publick-houfe  next  to  the  bagnio, 
*  whence  hump-back  was  to  come  with 
'  the  train  of  flaves  that  waited  for  him. 
'  Bedreddin  Haflan  awaked  that  very 
'  moment,  and  was  mightily  furpiized 
'  to  find  himfelf  in  the'middle  of  a  city 
'  he  knew  not;  he  was  going  to  cry 
f  out,  and  to  afk  where  he  was;  but  the 
'  Genius  touched  him  gently  on  the 
'  ftioulder,  and  forbid  him  to  fpeak  a 
'  word.  Then  he  put  a  torch  in  his 
'  hand,  and  bid  him  go  and  mix  with 
'  the  crowd  at  the  bagnio  door,  "  Fol- 
«'  low  them  till  you  come  into  a  hall, 
"  where  they  are  going  to  celebrate  a 
"  marriage.  The  bridegroom  is  a 
'<  hump. backed  fellow,  and  by  that 
".  you  will  eafily  know  him.  Put  your- 
t(  feif  at  the  right-hand  as  you  go  in, 
*'  and  then  immediately  open  the  purfe 
"  of  fequins  you  have  in  your  bofom, 
*'  and  distribute  them  among  the  mu- 
"  ficians  and  dancers  as  they  go  along; 
"  and  when  you  are  got  into  the  hall, 
'*  give  money  alfo  to  the  female  flaves 
'*  you  will  fee  about  the  bride,  when 
"  they  come  near  you;  but  every  time 
*'  you  put  your  hand  in  your  purfe,  be 
"  lure  to  take  out  a  whole  handful, 
"  and  do  not  fpare  them.  Obferve  to 
*'  do  every  thing  exactly  as  I  have  told 
«(  you,  with  great  prefence  of  mind;  be 
*'  not  afraid  of  any  perfon,  and  leave 
*'  the  reft  to  a  fuperior  power,  who 
*«  will  order  matters  as  he  thinks  fit." 
*  Young  Bedreddin,  being  well  in- 

*  flrufted  in  all  that  he  was  to  do,  ad- 

*  vanced  towards  the  door  of  the  bag- 
'  nio:  thefirft  thing  he  did  was  to  light 
'  his  torch  at  that  of  a  Have;  and  then 
'  mixing  among  them  as  if  he  belong- 

*  ed  to  fome  nobleman  of  Cairo,  he 

*  marched  along  as  they  did,  and  fol- 
'  lowed  hump-back,  who  came  out  of 

*  the  bagnio,  and  mounted  a  hoife  from 
«  the  fultan'sown  ftable.' 

Day-li^ht  appearing,   put  a  ftop  to 
Scheherazade's  difcouifc;  and  flie  de- 


ferred  the  following  part  of  the  ftory 
till  next  night. 


NIGHT    C. 


E  vizier  Giafar  continued  his 
JL     difcourfe  to  the  caliph  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner. 

'  Bedreddin  KafTan,'  faid  he,  '  com- 
ing near  to  the  muficians,  and  men 
and  women  dancers,  who  went  juft 
before  the  bridegroom,  pujled  out, 
time  after  time,  whole  handfuls  of 
fequins,  which  he  distributed  among 
them  :  and  as  he  thus  gave  his  money  v 
with  an  unparalleled  grace  and  en- 
gaging mien,  all  thofe  who  received 
it  caft  their  eyes  upon  him  ;  and,  af- 
ter they  had  had  a  full  view  of  his  face, 
they  found  him  fo  handfome  and 
comely,  that  they  could  not  look  off 
again. 

«  At  laft  they  came  to  Schemfeddin 
Mohammed's  gate,  Bedreddin  Haf- 
fan's  uncle,  who  little  thought  that 
his  nephew  was  fo  near.     The  door- 
keepers, to  prevent  any  diforder,  kept 
back  all  the  flaves*that  carried  torches, 
and  would  not   let  them   come  in. 
Bedreddin  was  likewife  refufed;  but 
the  muficians,  who  had  free  entrance, 
flood  ftill,  and  protefted  they  would 
not  go  in  if  they  hindered  him  from 
going  with  them.     "  He  is  not  one 
'  of  the  flaves,"  faid  they:  "  look  at 
*  him,  and  you  will  foon  be  fatisfied 
'  to  the  contrary;    he  is  certainly  a 
{  young  ftranger,  who  is  curious  to  fee 
'  the  ceremonies  obferved  at  weddings 
'  in  this  city."  They  then  put  him  in 
the  midft  of  them,  and  procured  him 
entrance,  in  oppofition  to  the  porters  j 
and,  having  taken  the  torch  out  of 
his  hand,  and  given  it  to  the  firft  per- 
fon they  met,    they  conducted   him 
into  the  hall,  and  placed  him  at  the 
right-hand   of    the    hump- backed 
bridegroom,  who  fat  near  the  vizier's 
daughter,  on  a   throne  moft  richly 
adorned. 

«  She  appeared  very  lovely  in  all  her 
drefles;  but  in  her  face  there  was  no- 
thing to  be  feen  but  vexation  and 
excefllve  grief.  The  caufe  of  this  was 
eafy  to  be  guefled  at,  when  fhe  had  by 
her  fide  a  bridegroom  fo  very  de- 
formed, and  fo  unworthy  of  her  love. 
The  throne  of  the  ill-matched  couple 
«  was 
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tion,  it  was  not  thought  worth  while 
to  translate  thofe  two  nights. 


was  in  themidft  of  a  fofa  :  the  ladies 
of  the  emirs,  viziers,  and  thofe  of  the 
fultan's  bed-chamber,  and  feveral 
other  ladies  of  the  court  and  city, 
were  placed  on  each  fide,  a  liitle 
lower,  taking  precedence  according 
to  their  quality,  and  all  of  then  io 
fine  and  richly  dreflad,  that  it  was  one 
of  the  pleafanteft  fights  imaginable; 
all  of  them  holding  large  wax  -  tapers 
in  their  hands. 

«  When  they  faw  Bedreddin  Ha  (Tan 
enter  the  room,  they  all  fixed  their 
eyes  upon  him;  and,  admiring  his 
fhape,  his  behaviour,  and  the  beauty 
of  his  face,  they  could  not  forbear 
looking  on  him.  When  he  was  feat- 
cd,  they  all  rofe,  and  went  near  him, 
to  have  a  full  view  of  his  face;  and 
almoft  all  of  them,  as  they  returned 
to  their  places,  found  themfelves  in- 
fluenced  in  his  favour. 
'  The  difparity  between  BeJreddin 
Haflan  and  the  hump-backed  groom, 
who  made  fuch  a  horrible  figure,  oc- 
cafioned  a  great  murmuring  among 
the  company;  infomuch  that  the  la- 
dies cried  out—"  We  muft  give  our 
{  bride  to  this  handfome  young  gen- 
'  tleman,  and  not  to  this  ugly  hump- 
1  back."  Nor  did  they  reft  there, 
but  uttered  imprecations  againft  the 
ful tan,  who,  by  abufing  his  abfclute 
power,  would  unite  uglinefs  and 
beauty.  They  alfo  upbraided  the 
bridegroom  fo  very  feverely,  that  they 
put  him  quite  out  of  countenance,  to 
the  great  latisfaclion  of  theipeclators, 
whofe  fhouts  for  feme  time  put  a  flop 
to  the  concert  of  mufick  in  the  hall. 
At  laft,  however,  the  muficians  pro- 
ceeded ;  and  the  women  who  had 
drefied  the  bride  came  all  about  her.' 

But  Scheherazade  perceiving  day, 
broke  off  till  next  nighr,  when  fhe  con- 
tinued her  ftory. 

NOTE.  The  hundred  and  firft,  and  the 
hundred  and  fecond  nights,  in  the 
original,  contain  only  a  description 
of  feven  robes,  and  feven  different 
drefles,  which  the  vizier  Schemfeddin 
Mohammed's  daughter  changed  at 
the  found  of  the  inftruments.  But 
this  defcription  having  nothing  plea- 
iant  in  it,  and,  befides,  being  inter- 
mixed with  verfes,  which,  though  in 
the  Arabian  tongue,  are  very  fine, 
would  lofc  their  b«auty  by  a  tranfla- 


NIGHT    CHI. 


SIR, 


I  Hope  your  majefty  (faid  Schehera- 
zade to   the  Sultan  of  the  Indies) 
has  not  forgot  that  the. grand  vizier  Gia- 
far  is  fpeaking  to  the  Caliph  Harouit 
Alrafchid. 

'  Each  time,'  continued  he,  '  that 
the  new  bride  changed  her  habit,  fhe 
rofe  up  from  her  feat,  followed  by 
her  bride-women,  and  pafied  by 
Hump-back,  without  giving  him  one 
look,  and  went  towards  £edreddin 
Haflan,  before  whom  (he  prefented 
herfelf  in  her  new  attire.  On  this 
occ  lion  Bedreddin,  according  to  the 
inftruftions  given  him  by  the  Genius, 
failed  not  to  put  his  hands  in  hit 
purfe,  and  pulled  out  handfuls  of  fe- 
quins,  which  he  diftributed  among 
the  women  who  followed  the  bride. 
Nor  did  he  forget  the  players  and  dan- 
cers, but  alfo  threw  money  to  them. 
It  was  pleafant  to  fee  how  they  joftlecl 
one  another  to  gather  it  up.  They 
fhewed  themfelves  very,  thankful  to 
Bedreddin,  and  made  him  figns  that 
he  fhould  have  the  young  bride,  and 
not  the  hump- backed  fellow.  The 
women  who  attended  the  bride  told  her 
the  fame  thing,  and  did  not  care  whe- 
ther the  groom  heard  them  or  not;  for 
they  put  a  thoufand  tricks  upon  him, 
which  very  much  pleafed  the  fpefla- 
tors. 

*  When  the  ceremony  of  changing 
habits  was  palled,  the  muficians  ceaf- 
ed,  and  went  away,  but  made  z.  fign 
to  Beiireddin  Haflan  to  ftay  behind. 
The  ladies  did  the  fame,  and  went  all 
home, except  thofe  who  belonged  to  the 
houfe.     The  bride  went  into  a  clofet, 
whither  her  women  followed  to  ur«- 
drei's  her,  and  none  remained  in  the 
hall   but   the   hump-backed  groom, 
Bedreddin  Haffon,  and  fome  of  the 
domefticks. 

*  Hump- back,    who   was    furioufly 
mad  at  Bedreddin,  fufpecling  him  to 
be  his  rival,  gave  him  a  crofs  look, 
and  faid  —  "  *And  thou,  what  dolt 

'   thou  wait   for?  Why  art  thou  not 

'  gone  as  well  as  the  reft  ?  Be  gone  1" 

Bedreddin  havingnopreter.ee  to  ftay, 

withdrew,  not  knowing  what  to  do 

«  with 


156      ARABIAN  NIGHTS  ENTERTAINMENTS. 


*  with  himfelf.     But  he  was  not  got 

*  out  of  the  porch,  when  the  Genius 
'  and  the  fairy  met  and  flopped  him: 
*e  Whither  are  you  going?"  laid  the 

*  fairy.  "Stay,  for  Hump-back  is  not 
*'  now  in  the  hall;  he  isgone  out  about 
"  fome  bulmefs:  you  have  nothing  to 
**  do  but  return,  and  introduce  your- 
"  felf  into  the  bride's  chamber."    As 
"  foon  as  you  are  alone  with  her,  tell 
**  her  boldly  that  you  are  hcrhufband; 
"  that  the  fultan's  intention  was  only 
"  to  make  fport  with  the  groom;  and 
"  to  make  this  pretended  bridegroom 
'*  fome  amends,  you  had  caufed  to  be 
"  prepared  for  him,  in   the  ftable,  a 
*'  good  difh  of  cream:  and  then  tell 
«'  her  all  tiie  fine  things  you  can  think 
*'•  of  to  win  her;  for  being  fo  handfome 
«'  as  you  are,  little  perfuafion  will  do; 
*'  fhe  will  think  herfelf  happy  in  being 
«{  deceived  fo  agreeably.     In  the  mean 
"  time,  we  will  take  care  that  Hump- 

«  back  mail  not  return;  and  let  no- 
'  thing  hinder  your  paffing  the  night 
'  with  your  bride,  for  (he  is  yours, 
'  and  none  of  his." 
'  While  the  fairy  thus  encouraged 
Bedreddin,  and  inftrucled  him  how 
he  mould  behavehimfelf,  Hump-back 
was   really   frightened    out    of    the 
room;  for  the  Genius  went  to  him  in 
the  fhape    of   a  great  cat,  mewing 
at  a  moft  dreadful  rate.     The  fellow 
called  to  her,  and  clapped  his  hands, 
to  make  her  fly;  but,  inftead  of  that, 
fhe  ftood  upon  her  hinder  feet,  flar- 
ing with  her  eyes  like  fire,  looking 
fiercely  at  him,  mewing  louder  than 
fhe  did  at  firft,  and  growing  bigger, 
till  fhe  was  as  large  as  an  afs/  At 
this  fight,  Hump-back  would  have 
cried  out  for  help;  but  his  fear  was 
fo  great,  that  he  ftood  gaping,  and 
could  not  utter  one  word;  and,  that 
he  might  have  no  time  to  recover,  the 
Genius  changed  himfelf  immediately 
into  a  large  buffalo,  and  in  this  ihape 
called  to  him,  with  a  voice  that  re- 
doubled his   fear—"  Thou   hump- 
1  backed   villain!1'     At  thefe  words 
the  affrighted  groom  caft  himfelf  up- 
on the  ground;   and,  covering  his 
face  with  his  gown,  that  he  might  not 
fee  this  dreadful  beaft — "  Sovereign 
1  prince  of  buffaloes,"  faid  he,  "what 
**  is  it  you  want  of  me?" — "  Wo  be 
"  to  thee!"  replied  the  Genius;  "  haft 
«*  thou  theboldnefstothinkof  marrying 
M  my  miftrefc?"— "  O  my  lord,"  faid 


'  Hump-back,  «  I  pray  you  to  par- 

"  don  me;  if  I  am  guilty,  it  is  through 

"  ignorance.    I  did  not  know  that  this 

lady  had  a  buffalo  to  her  fweetheart; 

command  me  in  any  thing  you  pleafe, 

I  give  you  my  oath  that  I  am  ready  to 

obey  you!"—"  By  death,"  replied 

the  Genius,  "  if  thou  goeft  out  from 

hence,  or  fpeakefta  word  till  the  fun 

rifes,  I  will  crufh  thy  head  to  pieces! 

but,  after  that  time,  I  give  thee  leave 

to  depart:  I  warn  thee  to  make  dif- 

«  patch,  and  not  to  look  back;  but  if 

thou  haft  the  impudence  to  return, 

it  fhall  coft  thee  thy  life."     When 

the  Genius  had  done  fpeaking,   he 

transformed  himfelf  into  the  fliape  of 

a  man,  took  Hump-back  by  the  legs, 

and,  after  having  let  him  againft  the 

wall  wjth  his  head  downwards — "  If 

«  thou  ftirreft,"  faid  he,  "  before  the 

*  fun  rife,  as  I  have  told  thee  already, 

'  I  will  take  thee  by  the  heels  again, 

and  dam  thy  head  in   a  thoufand 

'  pieces  againft  the  wall." 

*  Bedreddin  HafTan,  being  prompted 
by  the  Genius  and  the  prefence  of 
the  fairy,  got  into  the  hall  again, front 
whence  he   flipped  into    the   bride- 
chamber,  where  he  fat  down,  expecl- 
ing  the  fuccefs  of  his  adventure.  Af- 
ter a  while  the  bride  arrived,  con- 
du6ted  by  an  old  matron,  who  came 
no  farther  than  the  door,  exhorting 
the  bridegroom  to  do  his  duty  like  a 
man,  without  looking  in  to  fee  if  it 
wa^s  Hump-back  or  another;  and  then 
locked  the  door,  and  retired. 

*  The  young  bride  was  mightily  fur- 
prized,  inftead  of  Hump-back  to  find 
Bedreddin  HafTan,  who  came  up  to 
her  with  the  beft  grace  in  the  world. 

«  What!  my  dear  friend,"  faid  fhe, 
'  by  your  being  here  at  this  time  of 
"  night,  you  muft  be  my  hufband's 
"  comrade?"—"  No,  Madam,"  faid 
'  Bedreddin,  "  lam  of  another  fort  of 
"  quality  than  that  uglyHump-back." 
— "  But,"  faid  fhe,  "  you  do  not  con- 
"  fider  that  you  fpeak  degrading!/ 
"  of  my  hufband." — "  He  your  huf- 
«'  band,  Madam!"  replied  Bedreddinj 
"  can  you  retain  thofe  thoughts  fo 
"  long?  Be  convinced  of  your  miftake, 
"  Madam:  for  fo  much  beauty  muft 
"  never  be  facrificed  to  the  moft  con- 
"  temptible  of  all  mankind.  ~It  is  I, 
"  Madam,  who  am  the  happy  mortal 
"  for  whom  it  is  referved.  The  fultan 
"  liad  a  mind  to  make  himfelf  merry, 
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fl  by  putting  this  trick  upon  the  vizier 
**  your  father;  but  he  chofe  me  to  be 
"  your  real  hulband.  You  might  have 
"  obferved  how  the  ladies,  the  mu(i- 
"  cians,  the  dancers,  yourwomen,  and 
"  all  the  fervants  of  your  family,  were 
"  pleafed  with  this  comedy.  We  have 
f(  lent  that  hump-back  fellow  to  his 
"  ftableagain,whereheis  juftnoweat- 
41  ing  a  dim  of  cream.  And  you  may 
"  reit  aiTured  that  he  will  never  appear 
«'  any  more'before  your  eyes." 

'  At  this  difcourfe  the  vizier's daugh- 
'  ter  (who  was  more  like  one  dead  than 

*  alive  when  (he  came  into  the  bride- 
«  chamber)   put  on  a  gay  air,  which 
'  added  fo  much  beauty,  that  Bedred- 

*  din  was  perfectly  charmed  with  her. 
"  1  did  not  expert,"  faid  (lie,  "  to 

"  meet  with  fo  pleafing  a  furprize;  and 
"  I  had  condemned  myfelf  to  live  un- 
'<  happy  all  my  days.  But  my  good 
*c  fortune  is  fo  much  the  greater,  that 
"  I  poflefs  in  you  a  man  that  is  worthy 
"  of  my  tendered-  affeflion." 

'  Having  1'poken  thus,  fife  undreffed 
<  herfelf,  and  Hepped  into  bed.  Bedred- 
'  din  Haflan,  overjoyed  to  fee  himfelf 
'  poffeflbr  of  fo  many  charms,  made 
'  halte  to  follow  .her,  and  hid  his 

*  cloaths  upon  a   chair,  with  the  bag 

*  that  he  received  of  the  Jewj  which, 

*  notwithftanding  all  the  money  he  had 
«  pulled  out,,  was  (till  full.     He  like- 

*  wife  took  off  his  turban,  and  put  on 

*  anight  cap,  which  had  been  ordain- 

*  ed  for  Hump-back,  and  went  to  bed 

*  in  his  fliirt  and  drawers*.  His  draw- 

*  ers  were  of  blue  (attin,  tied  with  a 

*  lace  of  gold.' 

Day  beginning  to  dawn,  obliged 
Scheherazade  to  ftopj  but  next  night, 
being  called  upon  at  the  ufual  hour,  (he 
re  fumed  her  ftury,  and  went  on  in  this 
manner. 


NIGHT     CIV. 

<  T  T  J  II I  L  S  T  the  two  lovers  were 
VV  *  afteep,'  continued  the  grand 
vizier  Giafar,  «  the  Genius,  who  had 
*  again  met  the  fairy,  faid  to  her—"  It 
**  is  high  time  to  nr.ifb  what  we  have 
"  begun,  and  fo  fuccefsfully  carried 
*'  on  hithertoj  then  let  us  not  be  over- 


taken  by  day-light,  which  will  foon 
appear;  go  you  and  bring  off  the 
young  man  again  without  awaking 
him." 

*  The  fairy  went  into  the  bed-clnm- 
ber,  where  the  two  lovers  were  fall 
afleep,  and  took  up  Bedreddin   Haf- 
fan  juft  as  he  was,  that  is,  to  fay,  in 
his  fliirt  and  drawers;  and,  in  com- 
pany with  the  Genius,  with  a  won- 
derful fwiftnefs  fiew  away  with  him 
to  the  gates  of  Damafcus  in  Syria, 
where  they  arrived  juft  at  the  time 
when  the  officers  of  the  mofques,  ap- 
pointed for   that  end,  were  calling 
the  people  to  come  to  prayers  at  break 
of  day.     The   fairy   laid  Bedreddin 
HafTan   foftly  on   the    ground;  and, 
leaving  him  clofe  by  the   gate,  de- 
parted with  the  Genius. 
*  The  gate  of  the  city  being  opened, 
and  a  great  many  people  afiembled  to 
get  out,  they  were  mightily  furprized 
to  fee  Bedreddin  HaiTan  lying  in  his 
fhirt   and   drawers  on    the  ground. 
One  faid,  he  has  been  hard  put  to  it 
to  get  away  from  his  miltrefs,  that  he 
could  not  get  tiinetoput  on  his  cloaths, 
'  Look  ye,''  faid  another,  "  how  peo- 
'  pie  expoie  themfelves:  fure  enough 
'  he  has  fpent  moft  part  of  the  night 
'  in  diinkiiig  with  his  friends,  till  he 
"  hns  got  drunk;  and  then,  perhaps, 
"  having  occafion  to  go  out,  inltead  oi" 
"  returning,  is  come  this  length;  and, 
'*  not   having   his   lenfes  about   him, 
"  was  overtaken  with  fleep."     Otheis 
'  were  of   another  opinion;    but  nrv- 

*  body  could  guefs  what  had  been  the 

*  occafion  of  his  being  there. 

*  A  fmall  puff  of  %vind  happening  to 

*  blow  at  the  fame  time*  uncovered  his 
'  brcjft,  which  was  whiter  than  Inow. 

*  Every  one  being  (truck  with  admi- 

*  ration  at   the  finends  of  his  com- 

*  plexion,  they  fpoke  fo  loud,  that  it 

*  awaked  him. 

'  His  furprize  was  as  great  as  theirs 

*  when  he  found  himielf  at  the  gate  of 
'   a  city  where  he  had  never  been  be- 

*  fore,  and  encompaflcd  by  a  crowd  of 

*  people  gazing   at   him.     "  Ger.tle- 
*«  men,"  faid  he,  "  for  God's  fake  tell 
"  me  where  I  am,  and  what  you  would 
t(  have  of  me?"    One  in  the  crowd  an- 
'  fv\ered — "  Young  man,  the  gates,  of 
«'  the  city  were  jult  now  opened^  and 


M.my  of  the  eaftiin  nation: 


In  their  drs;ve:-=. 
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*'  as  we  came  out  we  found  you  lying 
"  here  in  this  condition,  and  ftood  ftill 
«'  to  look  on  you.  Have  you  lain 
<*  here  all  night?  And  do  you  not  knqw 
•'  that  you  are  at  one  of  the  gates  of 
"  Damafcus?" — "  Atone  of  the  gates 
*(  of  Damafcus !"  anfwered  Bedred- 
<  dinj  '*  fure  you  mock  me.  When  I 
"  lay  down  to  fleep  laft  night  I  was  at 
*'  Cairo!"  When  he  faid  thefe  words, 

*  fome  of  the  people,  moved  with  com- 

*  paflion,  faid — "  It  is  a  pity  that  fuch 
•'  a  handfome  young  man  mould  have 
*'  loft  his  fenfesj"  and  fo  went  away. 

£<  My  fon,"  laid  an  old  gentleman 

*  to  him,  "  you  know  not  what  you 
<e  fay.     How  is  it  pofllble  that  you, 
"  being   this  morning  at  Damafcus, 
««  could  be  laft  night  at  Cairo?"—"  It 
"  is  true,  for  alf  that,"  faid  Bedred- 

*  din;  "  for  I  fwearto  you,  that  Iwas 

*  all  yefterday  at  Balfora  I"  He  had  no 

*  fooner  faid  thefe  words,  but  all  the 
'  people  fell  into  fits  of  laughter,  and 
'  cried  out — "  He  is  a  fool !   he  is  a 
"  madman  !"  There  were  fome,  how- 
'  ever,  who  pitied  him  becaufe  of  his 
'  youth;  and  one  among  the  company 

*  faid  to  him — "  My  fon,  you  muft 
*'  certainly  be  crazy;  you  do  not  con- 
"  fider  what  you  fay.     Is  it  poflible 
"  that  a  man  could  yefterday  be  atBal- 
"  fora,  the  fame  night  at  Cairo,  and 
"  next  morning   at  Damafcus?  Sure 
"  you  are  a  fleep  ftill;  come  rouze  up 
«c  your  fpirits." — "  What  I  fay,"  an- 
'  fwered  Bedreddin  Haflan,  "  is  fo  true, 
"  that  laft  night  I  was  married  in  the 
"  city  of  Cairo."     At  which  all  thofe 
'  who  laughed  before,  could  not  for- 
«  bear  laughing  again.     "  C  ul  your- 
*'  felf  to  mind,"  faid  the  fame  perfon 

*  who  fpoke  before;  "  you  have  furely 
"  dreamt  all  this,  and  the  fancy  ftill 
"  pofieffts  your  brain." — "  I  am  feu- 
"  fible  of  what  I  fay,"  anfwered  Bed- 
'  reddin.    "  Pray  can  you  tell  me  how 
4<  it  was  poflible  for  me  to  go  in  a  dream 
"  to  Cairo,  where  I  am  very  certain  I 
**  was  in  perfon,  and  where  iny  bride 
"  was  feven  times  brought  before  me, 
"  each  time  dreffed  in  a  different  ha- 
«'  bit,  and  where  Ifawan  nglyhump- 
«*  backed   fellow,  to  whom   they   in- 
tf  tended  to  give  her  ?  Befides,  I  want 
«'  to  know  what  is  become  of  my  gown, 
"  my  turban,  and  the  bag  of  fequins 
*'  I  had  at  Cairo," 

*  Though  he  aflured  them  that  all 


thefe  things  were  matters  of  fafl,  yet 
they  could  not  forbear  to  .laugh  at 
him:  which  put  him  into  fuch  con- 
fulion,  that  he  knew  not  well  what 
to  think  of  all  thofe  adventures.' 

Day- light,  which  began  to  appear  in 
Schahriar's  apartment,  impofed  filence 
on  Scheherazade;  but  next  night  ihe  re- 
fumed  her  ftory. 


NIGHT    CV. 


SIR, 


FTER  Bedreddin  Haffan  had 
«  confidently  affirmed  all  that 
he  had  faid  to  be  true,  he  rofe  up  to  go- 
into  the  town,  and  every  one  who  fol- 
lowed him,  called  out — "  A  mad- 
'  manlafool!"  Upon  this  fome  look- 
ed out  at  their  windows,  fome  came 
to  their  doors,  and  others  joined  with 
thole  who  were  about  him,  calling  out 
as  they  did— "  A  madman  !"  but 
not  knowing  for  what.  In  this  per- 
plexity of  mind  the  young  gentleman 
happened  to  come  before  a  paftry- 
cock's  (hop,  and  went  into  it,  to  avoid 
the  rabble. 

*  Thispaftry-cookhad  formerly  been 
captain  to  a  troop  of' Arabian  rob- 
bers, who  plundered  the  caravans; 
and  though  he  now  refided  in  Da- 
mafcus, where  he  behaved  himfelf  as 
a  good  citizen,  he  was  dreaded  by  all 
thofe  who  knew  his  former  practices; 
wherefore  as  foon  as  he  came  out  to 
the.rabble  that  followed  Bedreddin, 
they  difperfed. 

'  The  paftry-cook,  feeing  them  ali 
gone,  alked  him  who  he  was,  and 
what  had  brought  him  thither.  Ked- 
reddin  HaiTan  told  him  all,  not  con- 
cealing his  birth,  nor  the  death  of 
his  father  the  grand  vizier:  he  after- 
wards gave  him  an  accorvnt  why  he 
left  Balforaj  how,  after  he  had  fallen 
alleep  the  night  following  upon  his 
father's  tomb,  lie  found  himfelf,  when 
he  awaked,  at  Cairo,  where  he  had 
rqarried  a  lady;  and  at  laft,  in  what 
amazement  he  was  when  he  found 
himfelf  at  Damafcus,  without  being 
able  to  penetrate  into  the  caufe  of  all 
thofe  wonderful  adventures. 

'  Your  hiftory  is  very  furprizing," 
'  faid  the  paftry-cookj  "  but  if  you 
"  will  follow  my  advice,  you  (hall  let 

*'  no 
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*  The  new  bride  feeing  her  father 

*  angry  at  her  pleafant  countenance, 
'  faid  to  him — "  For  God's  fake,  Sir, 
"  do  not  reproach  me  wrongfully!  it 
"  is  not  the  hump-back  fellow,  whom. 

,"  I  abhor  more  than  death;  it  is  not 
"  that  mcnfter  I  have  married;  every 
"  body  laughed  him  to  fcorn,  and 
"  put  him  fo  out  of  countenance,  that 
"  he  was  forced  to  run  away  and 
"  hide  himfelf,  to  make  room  for  a 
"  charming  young  gentleman,  who  is 
"  my  real  htifband." — "  What  fable 
«'  do  you  tell  me  ?"  faid  Schemfeddin. 

*  Mohammed,    roughly.      "    What  L 
"  did  not  Crook-back  lie  with  you  to- 
««  night  ?"— "  No,  Sir,"  faid  me,  "  it 
"  was  that   young  gentleman  I  told 
"  you  of,  who  has  large  eyes  and  black 
"  eye- brows."     At   thefe  words  the 
c  vizier  loft  all  patience,  and  fell  into  a 
'  terrible  paffion.     "  Ah,  wicked  wo- 


no  man  know  what  you  have  reveal- 
ed to  me,  but  patiently  wait  till  Hea- 
ven (hall  think  fit  to  put  an  end  to 
your  misfortunes;  you  are  welcome 
to  ftay  with  me  till  then  :  and  fince 
I  have  no  children,  I  will  own  you 
for  my  fon,  if  you  confent  to  itj  and 
after  you  are  fo  adopted,  you  may 
freely  walkthrough  the  city  without 
being  expofed  any  more  to  the  in- 
fults  of  the  rabble," 
*  Though,  this  adoption  was  below 
the  fon  of  a  grand  vizier,  Bedreddin 
was  glad  to  accept  of  the  paftry-cook's 
propofals,  judging  it  the  beft  thing 
he  could  do,  confiderihg  his  then  cir- 
cumftances.  The  coolocloathed  him, 
called  for  witnefles,  and  went  before 
a  notary,  where  he  acknowledged 
him  for  his  fon.  After  this,  Bed- 
reddin ftaid  with  him  by  the  name  of 
Haffan,  and  learned  the  paftry-trade. 
«  Whilft  this  patted  at  Damafcus, 
Schemfeddin  Mohammed's  daughter 
awaked  j  and,  finding  Bedreddin 
gone  out  of  bed,  fuppofed  he  had 
rifen  foftly  for  fear  of  disturbing  her, 
but  that  he  would  foon  return.  As 
me  was  in  expectation  of  him,  her 
father  the  vizier,  (who  was  mightily 
vexed  at  the  affront  put  on  him  by  the 
fultan)  came  and  knocked  at  her 
chamber- door  with  arefolutionto  be- 
wail her  fad  deftiny.  He  called  her 
by  her  name;  and  /he,  knowing  him 
by  his  voice,  immediately  got  up, 
and  opened  the  door.  She  kiffed  his 
hand,  and  received  him  with  fo  much 
fatisfaclion  in  her  countenance,  as 
furprized  the  vizier,  who  expected  to 
find  her  drowned  in  tears,  and  as 
much  grieved  as  himfelf.  "  Unhap- 
py wretch!"  faid  he  in  a  paffion,  "  do 
you  appear  before  me  thus  ?  After 
the  hideous  facrirke  you  have  juft 
confummated,  can  you  fee  me  with 
fo  much  fatisfeftion  ?" 


Scheherazade  left  off  here,  becaufe 
dayappeared;  butthe  nextnightrefumed 
her  difcourfe  to  the  fultan  of  the  In- 
dies. 


NIGHT    CVL 


"  man  !"  faid  he,  "  you  will  make 
"  me  diftra&ed!" — "  It  is  you,  fa- 
"  ther,"  faid  ftie,  "who  put  me  out 
"  of  my  fenfes  by  your  incredulity." 
— "  So  it  is  not  true,"  replied  the  vi- 

*  zier,  "that  Hump-back "  "Let 

11  us  talk  no  more  of  Hump-back," 
'  faid  me;  "  a  curfe  upon  Hump-back! 
"  mutt  I  always  have  him  caft  in  my 
"  dilh?  Father,"  faid  me,  "  I  tell  you 
"  once  more,  that  1  did  not  bed  with 
tl  him,  but  with  my  dear  fpoufe,  who 
'*  I  believe  is  not  very  far  off." 

*  Schemfeddin  Mohammed,    fome- 
'  what  pacified,  went  out  to  convince 

*  himfelf;  but  inftead   of  finding  the 
'  objecl  of  his  fe:rch,  was  mightily 

*  furprized    to   find  Hump-back  with 

*  his.  head  on  the  ground,  and  his  heels 
<  uppermoft,  asthe  Genius  had  fet  him> 
«  againft   the   wall.      "   What  is  'the 
"  meaning  of  this?"  faid  he;  "who 
"  placed    you    thus?"     Crook-back, 
'  knowing  it  to  be  the  vizier,  anfwered 
— "  Alas,  alas!  it   is  you  then  who 
"  woukl  marry  me  to  the  millrefs  of  a 
"  buffalo,   the  fweetheart  of  an  ugly 
"  Genius:  I  will  not  be  your  fool;  you 
**  fhall  not  put  a  trick  upon  me." 

Scheherazade  (topped  here;  and  neptt 
night  refumed  her  itory  thus. 


NIGHT    CVII. 


SIR, 


SIR, 


THE  grand  vizier  Giafar  went  on 
with  the  relation  of  Bedreddin 
Haffan's  ft»ry  thus, 


«  QC  HE  MS  ED  DIN  Mohammed, 

O  '  when    he  heard    Hump-back 

*  fpeak  thus,  thought  he  was  raving, 

X  *  and 
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«  and  bid  him  move,  and  ftand  upon 
'  his  legs.  "  I  will  take  care  how  I 
'«  do  that,"  faid  Hump-back,  "  im- 
*<  lefs  the /tin  be  rifen.  Know,  Sir, 
"  that  when  I  came  hither  laft  night, 
"  on  a  fudden  a  black  cat  appeared  to 
"  me,  and  in  an  inftant  grew  as  big 
*'  as  a  buffalo.  I  have  nc  •  ^-'-(ot  what 
**  (he  faid  to  me;  therefore  you  may  go 
"  about  your  bufinefs,  and  leave  me 
"  here."  The  vizier,  however,  took 
«  him  by  the  heels,  and  made  him  get 

*  up;  when  he    ran  off  as  fa  ft  as  he 

*  could,  without  looking  behind;  and, 
4  going  to  the  palace,  prefented  himfelf 

*  to  the  fultan,  who  laughed  heartily 
'  when  he  told  him  how  the  Genius 

*  hadTervedhim. 

«  Schemfeddin  Mohammed  returned 
'  to  his  daughter's  chamber,  moreafto- 
<  nifhed  than  before.  "  Well  then, 
'««  my  abu fed  daughter,"  faid  he,  "  can 
«'  you  give  me  no  farther  light  into 
"  this  matter?" — "  Sir,"  faid  (he,  "  I 
'*  can  give  you  no  other  account,  than 
•«  what  I  have  done  already.  Here  are 
-«'  myhufband's  cloaths,  which  he  left 
•«  upon  the  chair;  perhaps  you  may 
"  find  fomewhat  there  that  may  folve 
•'«  your  doubts."  She  then  fhewed 
'  him  Bedreddin's  turban,  which  he 
'  took  and  examined  narrowly  on  all 
'  fides.  "  I  fhould  take  this  to  be  a 
'*  vizier's  turban,  if  it  were  not  made 
tf  after  the  MoufTbul  *  fafhion."  But 
'  perceiving  fomewhat  fewed  between 
«  the  fluff  and  the  lining,  he  called  for 
«  fciffars,  and  having  unript  ir,  found 
'  the  paper  which  Nourreddin  Aii  gave 
«  Bedreddin  his  fon  as  he  was  dying, 
'  and  which  he  had  put  into  his  turban 
«  for  fecurity. 

«  Schemfeddin  Mohammed  having 

*  opened  the  paper,  knew  his  brother 
'  Nourreddia's  hand,  and  found  this 
'  fuperfcription — "  For  my  fonBedred- 
"  din  Haflan."     Before  he  could  make 

<  any  reflections  upon  it,  his  daughter 

<  delivered  him  the  bag  which  lay  under 

*  his  cloaths,  which  he  likewife  open- 
«  ed,  and  found  it  full  of  fequins;  for, 
'  as  I  told  you  before,  notwithftanding 

*  the  liberality  of  Bedreddin,   it  was 

*  ftillkept  full  by  the  Genius  and  the 
'  fairy.     He  read  the  following  words 
«  upon  a  note  in  the  bag— "A  thou- 
'*  fand  fequins  belonging  to  Ifaac  the 


Jew."  Andthefe  lines  underneath, 
which  the  Jew  wrote  before  he  parted 
from  Bedreddin  Haffan — "  Delivered 
to  Bedreddin  Haffan,  for  the  cargo  of 
the  firft  of  thofe  mips  that  formerly 
belonged  to  Nourreddin  Ali  his  fa- 
ther, of  worthy  memory ,  fold  unto  me 
upon  it's  arrival  into  this  place." 
He  had  fcarce  read  thefe  words,  when 
he  gave  a  fliout,  and  fainted.' 

Scheherazade  gave  over  here}    and 
next  night  began  again  thus. 


NIGHT    CVIII. 


SIR, 


HE  vizier  Schemfeddin  Mo- 
'  hammed  being  recovered  from 
'  his  fit  by  the  help  of  his  daughter, 
f  and  the  women  whom  (he  called  to 

*  heraffiftance — "  Daughter,"  faid  he, 
"  do  not  frighten  yourfelf  at  this  ac- 
"  cident,  the  reafonof  it  is  fuch  as  you 
•"  can  fcarcely  believe.     Your  bride- 
**  groom  is  your   coufin,   the  fon  of 
"  NourreddinAli.     Thethoufand  fe- 
**  quins  in  the  bag  puts  me  in  mind  of 
"  a  quarrel  I  had  with  my  dear  brother; 
*'  it  is  without  doubt  the   dowry  he 
'«  gives  you.     God  be  praifed  for  all 
"  things,  and  particularly  for  this  mi- 
"  raculous  adventure,  which  demon- 
"  ftrates  his  almighty  power."     Then 
'  lookingagainupon  his  brother's  writ- 
'  ing,  he  kiffed  it  feveral  times,  fhed- 
'  ding  abundance  of  tears. 

*  He  examined  the  book  from  one 
c  end  to  the  other,  where  he  found  the 
'  date  of  his  brother's  arrival  at  Balfo- 

*  ra,  of  his  marriage,  and  of  the  birth. 
'  of  Bedreddin  Haffan;  and  when  he 

*  compared  it  with  the  day  of  his  own. 
'  marriage,  and  the  birth  of  his  daugh- 
'  ter  at  Cairo,  he  admired  how  every 

*  thing  agreed  fo  exactly  with  their  for- 
'  mer  intentions. 

*  This  happy  difcovery  tranfported 

*  him  with  joy;  he  took  up  the  book, 

*  with  the  ticket  of  the  bag,  and  mew* 
'  ed  it  to  the  fultan,  who  pardoned  what 
'  was  paft,  and  was  befides  fo  much 
1  pleafed  with  the  relation  of  the  ad- 
'  venture,  that  he  caufed  it,  with  all  it's 

*  circumftances,to  be  preferved  in  writ- 
'  ing  for  the  ufe  of  posterity. 


*  The  town  of  Mouflbul  is  in  Mefopotsmia,  built  over-3gainft  old  Nineveh. 
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c  But  the  vlk'\er  Schemfeddin  Mo- 
'  hammed  could  not  comprehend  the 
<  reafon  of  his  nephew's  abfence;  he 
'  had  waited  for  him  every  moment, and 
«  was  impatient  to  embrace  him.  After 
'  he  had  expected  him  feven  days  in 
«' vain,  he  fearchedfor  him  through  all 
«  Cairo,  but  without  efFeclr,  which  per- 
r  plexed  him  very  much.  "This  is  the 
'*  ftrangeft  adventure,"  faid  he,  f<  that 
*'  ever  man  met  with.",  And  not 

*  knowing  what  alteration  might  hap- 

*  pen,  he  thought  fit  to  draw  up  an  ac- 
'  count    with  his   own   hand,  of  the 

*  mannerinwhichtheweddinghad  been 
'  folemnized  ;   how  the  hall   and    his 
«  daughter's  bed  -chamber  werefurnifh- 
'  ed,  and  other  circumftances.  Helike- 
'  wife  put  the  turban,  the  bag,  and  the 
'  reft  of  Bedreddin's   things,  into    a 
'  bundle,  and  locked  them  up.* 

The  fultanefs  flopped  here;  and  next 
night  purfued  her  difcourie. 


NIGHT    CIX. 


SIR, 


«  A  FTER  fome  days  had  paffed, 
JT\»  *  the  vizier's  daughter  perceiv- 
ed herfelfwith  child,  and  was  brought 
to  bed  of  a  fon  at  the  end  of  nine 
months.  A  nurfe  was  provided  for 
the  child,  befides  other  women  and 
(laves  to  wait  upon  him;  and  his 
grandfather  called  him  Agib*. 
*  When  young  Agib  had  attained  the 
age  of  feven  years,  the  vizier,  inftead 
of  teaching  him  to  read  at  home,  put 
him  to  fchool  with  a  mafter  who  was 
in  great  efteem;  and  two  flaves  were 
ordered  to  wait  on  him.  Agib  ufed 
to  play  with  his  fchool-fellows;  and 
as  they  were  all  inferior  to  him  in 
quality,  they  (hewed  him  great  refpeft, 
according  to  the  example  of  their 
mafter,  who  would  often  overlook 
faults  in  him  that  he  would  have  pu- 
nifhedin  the  reft.  This  complaifance 
fpoiled  Agib,  fo  that  he  became  proud 
and  infolent,  would  have  his  play- 
fellows bear  all  of  him,  and  would 
bear  nothing  from  them,  but  be  ma- 
fter every  where;  and  if  any  one  took 
the  liberty  to  thwart  him,  he  would 
call  them  a  thoufand  names,  and 
many  times  beat  them. 


*  In  fhort,  all  the  fch'olars  were  weary 
'  of  his  company,  and  complained  of 

*  him  to  their  mailer.     He  anl'wered, 

*  that  they  muft  have  patience.     But 
«  when  he   faw  that  Agib  (till  grew 
'  more  and  more  infolent,  and  occalion- 

*  ed   him  a  great  deal   of  trouble— 
"  Children,"  faid  he  to  his  fcholars, 
**  I  find  Agib  is  a  little  infolent  gen- 
'*  tleman;  I  will  mew  you  a  way  hovr 
"  to  mortify  him,  fothat  he  will  never 
"  torment  you  any  more:  nay,  I  be- 
f<  lieve   it   will  make   him   leave  the 
<c  fchool.     The  next  time  you  have  a 
"  mind  to  play  together  when  he  is 
"  prefent,  fet  yourfelves  round  him, 
"  and  one  of  you  call  out — "  Come  let 
"  us. play;  but  upon  condition,  that 
"  they  who  defire  to  partake  (hall  tell 
"  their  own  names,  with  thofe  of  their 
"  fathers  and  mothers}  and  they  who 
«  refufe  it,  (hall  be  efteemed  baftaids, 
"  and  not  fuffered  to  play  in  our  com- 
"  pany." 

*  Next  day,  when  they  were  gather- 

*  ed  together,  they  failed  not  to  follow 
'  their  mafter' s  directions;  they  placed 

*  themfelves  round  Agib,  and  one  of 

*  them  called  out — "  Let  us  begin  a 
"  play;  but  on  condition,  that  he  who 
"  cannot  tell  his  own  name,  and  that 
"  of  his  father  and  mother,   {hall  be 
"  excluded."    They  all  cried  out,  and 
«  fo  did  Agib— "  We  confent  to  it!" 
'  Then  he  who  fpoke  fii  ft  aflced  every 
'  one  the  queftion,  and  all  fulfilled  the 
'  candition  except  Agib,  who  anfwer- 
'  ed — "  My  name  is  Agib,  my  mo- 
<;  ther  is  called   the   Lady  of  Beau- 
"  ty,  and  my  father  Schemfeddin  Mo- 
"  hammed,  vizier  to  the  fultan." 

*  At  thefe  words  itll  the  children  criei 
<  out  —  "   Agib,   what   do   you   fay? 
'*  That  is  not  the  name  of  your  father, 
"  but  your  grandfather."—"  Acurfe 
*'  on    you!"    faid    he    in    a    paffionj 
'«  what!  dare  you  fay  that  the  vizier 
*'  Schemfeddin  Mohammed  is  not  my 
"  father?"  — "  No,  no!"  cried  they, 

*  laughing,  "  he  is  your  grandtatherj 
"  you  thai!  not  play  with  us.  Nay,  we 
"  will  take  care  how  we  come  into  your 
"  company."     After  this,  they  all  left 
f  him,  fcoffing  at  him,  and  laughing 
c  among  themielves;  which  mortified 

*  Agib  fo  much,  that  he  wept. 

«  The  fchoolmafter,  who  was  near, 
«  and  heard  all  that  paffed,  came  juftat 


Tt's  word,  in  Arabick,  fignifiss  Wonderful, 
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«  the  time,  and  faid  to  Agjh — "  Do  not 

"  you  know  that  the  vizier  Schemfed- 

"  din  Mohammed  is  not  your  father, 

'  but  your  grandfather,  and  the  father 

<  of  your  mother,  the  lady  of  beauty? 

1  We  know  not  the  name  of  yourfa- 

'  ther  any  more  than  you  do.  We  only 

•'  know  that  the  fultan  was  going  to 

"  marry  your  mother  to  one  of  his 

**  grooms,  a  hump-back  fellow;  but  a 

"  Genius  lay  with  her.     This  is  hard 

"  tipon  you,  and  ought  to  teach  you  to 

«  treat  your  fchool  "fellows  with  lefs 

f*  haughtinefs  than  you  have  done  hi- 

"  therto." 

Here  Scheherazade  flopped;  but  next 
pight  refumed  her  difcourfe  thus. 


NIGHT    CX. 


SIR, 


I T  T  L  E  Agib,  nettled  at  this, 
(  went  haftily  out  of  the  fchool, 
and  ran  home  crying.  He  went 
ftraight  to  his  mother's  chamber,  who 
being  alarmed  to  fee  him  thus  griev- 
ed, alked  him  the  reafon:  he  could 
not  anfwer  for  tears,  his  grief  was 
fo  great;  and  it  was  only  at  intervals 
that  he  could  fpeak  plain  enough  to 
repeat  part  of  what  had  been  laid  to 
him. 

'  But  at  length  coming  to  himfelf— - 
'  Mother,1'  faid  he,  "  for  the  love  of 
'  God  be  plea'fed  to  tell  me  who  is  my 
'  father?"—"  My    fon,"   faid    me, 
'  Schemfeddin  Mohammed,  who  every 
t  day  carefles  you  fo  much,  is  your 
'  father.?' — "  You   do   not   tell   me 
1  truth,"  faid  he;  "  he  is  your  father, 
:  and  none  of  mine.     Whofe  fon  am 
I?"  At  this   queftion,  the  lady  of 
beauty,  calling  to  mind  her  wedding- 
night,  which  had  been  fucceeded  by 
a   long  widowhood,  began  to  med 
tears,  repining  bitterly  at  the  lofs  of 
fo  lovely  a  hufband  as  Bedreddin. 
«  Whil'ftthe  lady  of  beauty  and  A- 
gib  were  both  weeping,  th,e  vizier  en- 
tered, who  demanded  the  reafon  of 
their  forrow.    The  lady  told  him  the 
mame  Agib  had  undergone  at  fchool, 
which  fo  much  affected  the  vizier, 
that  he  joined  his  tears  with  theirs; 
and  judging  from  this,  that  the  mis- 
fortune which  had  happened  to  his 
f  daughter,  was  the  common  difcourfe 


of  the  town,  he  was  quite  out  of  p»~ 
tience. 

*  Being  thus  afflicted,  he  went  to  the 
fultan's  palace;  and,  falling  proftrate 
at  his  feet,  moft  humbly  prayed  him 
to  give  him  leave  to  make  a  journey 
into  the  provinces  of  the  Levant,  and 
particularly  to  Balfora,  in  fearch  of 
his   nephew  Bedreddin    Haflan;  for 
he  could  not  bear  any  longer  that  the 
people  of  the  city  mould  believe  a 
Genius  had  got  his  daughter  with 
child. 

*  The  fultan  was  much  concerned 
at  the  vizier's  affliction,  approved  his 
refolution,  and  gave  him  leave  to  go. 
He  caufed  alfo  a  paflport  to  be  wi  it- 
ten   for  him,   praying  in   the   moft 
obliging  terms,  all  kings  and  princes, 
in  whofe  dominions  the  faid  Bedred- 
din might  fojourn,  to  grant  the  vizier 
leave  to  bring  him  along  with  him. 

*  Schemfeddin     Mohammed,     not 
knowing  hew  to  exprefs  his  thank- 
fulnefs  to  the  fultan  for  this  favour, 
thought  it  his  duty  to  fall  down  be- 
fore him  a  fecond  time,  and,  the  floods 
of  tears  he  (lied  gave  fufficient  tefti- 
mony  of  his  gratitude.  At  laft,  hav- 
ing wi/hed  the  fultan  all  manner  of 
profperity,hetook  his  leave,  and  went 
home  to  his  houfe,  where  he  difpofed 
every  thing  for  his  journey;  and  tht 
preparations  for  it  were  carried  on 
with  fo  much  diligence,  that  in  four 
days  after  he  left  the  city,  accompa- 
nied with  his  daughter  the  lady  of 
beauty,  and  his  grandfon  Agib.' 


Scheherazade  perceiving  day,  flopped: 
and  the  Sultan  of  the  Indies  got  up, 
extremely  pleafed  with  the  fultanefs's 
difcourfe,  and  refolved  to  hear  it  to  the 
end.  Scheherazade  fatisfied  his  curi- 
plity  the  night  following. 


NIGHT    CXI. 


CIR; 


TH  E  grand  vizier  Giafar  continu- 
ing his  ftory  to  the  Caliph  Haroun 
Alrafchid,  proceeded  thus. 

*  Schemfeddin  Mohammed   fet  out 

*  for  Damafcus  with  his  daughter  the 

'  beautiful  lady,  and  Agib  his  grand- 

'  child.     They  ttavelled  nineteen  days 

<  withoui 
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*  without  (topping  any  where;  but  on 
•«  the  twentieth,  arriving  in  a  very  plea- 
«  fant  meadow,  at  a  fmall  diftance  from 
'  Damafcus,  they  Hopped   there,  and 

*  pitched  their  tents  on  the  banks  of  a 

*  river  which  runs  through  the  town, 
«  and  affords  a  very  agreeable  profpecl 

*  to  it's  neighbourhood. 

*  The  vizierSchemfeddinMohammed 
«  declared  that  he  would  ftay  in  that 
c  pleafant  place  two  days,  and  purfue 

*  his  journey  on  the  third.  In  the  mean 

*  time  he  granted  permiffion  to  his  re- 

*  tinue  to  go  to  Damafcus;  and  almoft 
f  all  of  them  made  ufe  of  it;  fome  in- 
'  fluenced  by  curiofity  to  fee  a  rity  of 

*  which  they  had  heard  fo  much,  and 
'  others  by  the  opportunity  of  vending 

*  in  it  fuch  Egyptian  goods  as  they  had 

*  brought  with  them,  or  of  buying  the 

*  fluffs   and   rarities   of  the  country. 

*  The  beautiful  lady,  defirous  that  her 
'  fon  Agib  might  (hare  in  the  fatisfac- 

*  tion  of  viewing  that  celebrated  city, 
'  ordered  the  black  eunuch,  who  acled 

*  in  the  quality  of  his  governor,  to  con- 
'  du6l  him  thither,  and  to  take  care  that 

<  he  came  to  no  harm. 

«  Agib,  arrayed  in  magnificent  ap- 
.'  parel,  went  along  with  the  eunuch, 

*  who  held  a  large  cane  in  his  hand. 
'  They  had  no  fooner  entered  the  city, 
f  than  Agib,  fair  and  glorious  as  the 
•*  day,  attracted  the  eyes  of  the  people. 

*  Some  left  their  houfes  in  order  to  gain 
'  a  nearer  and  narrower  view  of  him; 

*  others  looked  out  at  their  windows; 
'  and  thofe  who  pafled  along  the  ftreets 
'  were  not  fatisfied  with  flopping  to 

*  view  him,  but  kept  pace  with  him, 

*  to  prolong  the   pleafure  of  fuch  an 
f  agreeable  fight :  in  fine,  every  one 
«  admired  him,  and  implored  a  thou- 
f  fand  benedictions  on  the  father  and 
'  mother  who  had  given  being  to  fo 
6  fine  a  child.     By  chance  the  eunuch 
f  and  he  pafled  by  the  (hop  where  Bed- 
'  reddinHaflan  was,and  there  the  crowd 
1  was  fo  great,  that  they  were  forced 
«  to  halt. 

*  The  paftry-cook  who  had  adopt- 

*  ed  Bedreddin  Haflan,  had  died  fome 

*  years  before,  and  left  him  his  (hop 
'  and  all  his  eftate;  and  he  now  mana- 
'  ged  the  paftry  trade  fo  dextroufly, 
'  that  he  gained  great  reputation,  in 

*  Damafcus.  Bedreddin  feeing  fo  great 

<  a  crowd  before  his  door,  gazing  at- 
'  tentively  upon  Agib  and  the  black 


«  eunuch,  ftepped   out  to  view  them 
<  himfelf.' 

Here  Scheherazade  perceiving  day, 
was  filent;  on  which  Schahriar  arofe, 
impatient  to  know  what  pafled  between 
Agib  and  Bedreddin.  Towards  the 
end  of  the  next  night,  the  fultanefs 
gratified  his  impatience,  by  refuming 
the  ftory  as  follows. 


NIGHT    CXII. 

«  T>  ED RED DIN  Haflan,*  conti- 
JD  nued  the  vizier  Giafar,  «  having 
caft  his  eyes  particularly  on  Agib, 
prefently  found  himfelf  njoved,  he 
knew  not  how,  nor  for  what.  He  was 
not  ftruck,  like  the  crowd,  with  the 
fhining  beauty  of  the  boy;  a  very 
different  caufe,unknown  to  him, gave 
rife  to  his  trouble  and  commotion. 
It  was  the  fpring  and  force  of  the 
blood  that  worked  in  this  tender  fa- 
therj  who,  laying  afide  all  bufinefs, 
made  up  to  Agib,  and,  with  an  en- 
gaging air,  faid  to  him — "  My  little 

*  lord,  who  haft  won  my  foul,  be  fo 
'  kind  as  to  come  into  my  (hop,  and 
'  eat  a  "bit  of  fuch  fare  as  I  have ;  that 

*  during  that  time  I  may  have  the  plea- 

*  fure  of  admiring  you  at  my  eafe." 
Thefe  words  he  pronounced  with  fuch 
tendernefs,  that  tears  trickled  from 
his  eyes.     Little  Agib  himfelf  was 
greatly  moved;  and,  turning  to  the 
eunuch — "  This  honeft  man's  face,'* 
faid  he,  "  pleafes  me  much;  he  fpeaks 

"  in  fuch  an  affeclionate  manner,  that 
"  I  cannot  avoid  complying  with  his 
"  defire;  let  us  ftep  into  his  houfe,  and 
"  tafte  his   paftry." — «<  Ay,    by  my 
'*  troth!"  replied  the  flave,  ««  it  would 
"  be  a  fine  thing  to  fee  the  fon  of  a  vi- 
zier go  into  a  paftry-fliop  to  eat:  do 
not  you  imagine  that  I  will  fufrer 
any  fuch  thing."—"  Alas,  my  lit- 
tle lord,"  cried  Bedreddin,  '*  it  is  a 
flaming  piece  of  cruelty  to  truft  your 
condufl  in  the  hands  of  a  perfon  who 
treats  you  fo  harfhly."     Then  ap- 
plying himfelf  to  the  eunuch—"  My 
good  friend,1'  continued  he,  "pray 
do  not  hinder  this  young  lord  to  grant 
me  the  favour  I  aflc;  do  not  put  that 
piece  of  mortification  on  me:  rather 
do  me  the  honour  to  walk  in  along 
'*  with  him}  and,   by  fo  doing,  you 
"  will 
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"  will  give  the  world  to  know,  that, 
«*  though  your  outfide  is  brown  like  a 
•'  chefnut,  your  inficie  is  as  white  as 
**  his.  Do  you  know,1'  continued  he, 
*«  that  I  am  matter  of  the  fecret  to 
ft  make  you  white,  inftead  of  being 
'«  black  as  you  are?"  This  fet  the  eu-. 
'  nuch  a  laughing,  and  then  he  alked 
'  Bedreddin  what  that  fecret  was.  "  I 
<c  will  tell  you,"  replied  Bedreddin, 
'  and  repeated  fome  verfes  in  praife  of 
'  black  eunuchs,  implying,  that  by 
'  their  miniftry  the  honour  of  princes, 
'  and  of  all  great  men,  was  infured. 

*  The  eunuch  was  fo  charmed  with 

*  the  verfes,  that,  without  farther  heti- 
9  tation,  he  fuft'ered  Agib  to  go  into 

*  the  mop,  and  alfo  went  in  himiolf. 

'  Bedreddin  HafTan  was  overjoyed  in 

*  having  obtained  what  he  had  fo  paf- 

*  fionately  defired  ;  and,  falling  about 
«  the  work  he  had  difcontintietl — «'  I 
"  was  making,"   faid  he,    "  cream  - 
"  tarts ;  and  you  muft,  with  fubmif- 
«c  fion,  eat  of  them  :    I  am  perfuaded 
•*  you  will  find  them  very  good  ;  for 
"  my  own  mother,  who  makes  them 
"  incomparably  well,  taught  me;  and 
"  people  fend  to  buy  them  of  me  from 
*«  all  quarters  of  the  town."  This  faid, 

*  he  took  a  cream-tart  out  of  the  oven, 

*  and,  after  ftrewing  on  it  fome  pome  - 
'  granate  kernels  and  fugar,  fet  it  be- 

*  fore  Agib,  who  pronounced  it  very 
«  delicious. 

'  Another  was  ferved  up  to  the  eu- 
«  nuch,  and  he  gave  the  fame  judg- 

*  ment. 

'  While  they  were  both  eating,  Bed- 

*  redclin  Haffan  regarded  Agib  very  at- 

*  tentively;  and,  after  looking  on  him 
'  again  and  again,   it  came  into   his 
«  mind  that,  for  any  thing  he  knew,  he 
'  might  have  fuch  a  fon  by  his  charm- 
«•  ing  wife,  from  whom  he  had  been  fo 
5  foon  and   fo  cruelly  feparaterfj  and 
'  the  yery  thought  drew  tears  from  his 
'  eyes.     He  was  alfo  minded  to  have 
'  put   fome   queftions   to   little  Agib 
.'  about  his  journey  to  "Damafcus;   but 

*  the  child  had  no  time  to  gratify  his 
.«  curiofity ;    for  the  eunuch,  prefling 
'  him   to  return   to   his  grandfather's 
«  tents,  took  him  away  as  foon  as  he 

*  had  done  eating.     Bedreddin  Haflan, 
'  however,  not  contented  with  looking 
f  after  him,  fhut  up  his  fliop  irnrr.edi- 
«  ately,  and  followed  him.' 

When  Scheherazade  had  come  thus 


far,  Hie  perceived  day,  anddifcontinuedl 
her  ftory. 

Schahriar  then  arofe,  refolving  to  de- 
fer the  death  of  the  fuitanefs  till  (Ue 
had  concluded  it. 


NIGHT    CXIII. 

NEXT  morning  before  day-break, 
Dinai  zade  awaked  her  filter;  who 
went  on  as  follows. 


'  Bedreddin  HafTan,'  continued  the 
vizier  Giafar,   <  ran  after  Agib  and  the 

*  eunuch,   and  overtook  them  before 

*  they  arrived  at  the  gate  of  the  city. 
'  The  eunuch  perceiving  that  he  fol- 

*  lowed  them,  was  extremely  furpriz- 
'  ed  :  "  Yott  impertinent  fellow,"  faid 
'  he,  with  an  angry  tone,  ««  what  do 
*'  you  want?" — "  My  dear  friend," 
'  replied  Bedreddin,  "  do- not  trouble 
"  yourfelf ;- 1  have  a  little  bufinefs  out 
"  of  town  that  is  juft  come  into  my 
<:  head,  and  I  muft  needs  go  and  look 
"  after  it."     This  anfwer,  however, 
«  did  not  at  all  appeafe  the  eunuch  ; 
'  who,  turning  to  Agib,  faid—"  This 
<e  is   all  owing  to  you  ;    I  forefaw  I 
'*  mould  repent  of  my  complaifafice  : 
*'e  you  would  needs  go  into  the  man's 
"  (hop ;  it  was  not  wife  in  me  to  give 
'«  you  leave."  — "  Perhaps,"  replied 

*  Agib,  "  he  has  real  buhnefs  out  of 
*'  town,  and  the  road  is  free  to  every 
«  body." 

*  While   this   converfation    pafled, 

*  they  kept  walking  together,  without 
«  looking  behind  them,  till  they  came 
'  near  the   vizier's  tents,    when  they 

*  turned  about  to  fee  if  Bedreddin  fol- 
'  lowed   them.     Agib,   perceiving  he 
'  was  within  two  paces  of  him,  red- 
«  dened  and  whitened  alternately,  ac- 
«  cording  to  the  different  motions  which 
'  affected  him  :  he  was  afraid  that  the 
'  grand  vizier  his  grandfather  mould 
«  come  to  know  that  he  had  been  in  the 

<  ]K'. (try- mop,  and  had  eat  there.     In 

<  this  dread,  he  took  up  a  pretty  big 
'  ftone  that  lay  at  his  foot,  and  throw- 

*  ing  it  at  Bedreddin  Haffan,  hit  him 
'  on  the  forehead,  which  gave  him  fuch 
'  a  wound,  that  his  face  was  covered 
'  with  blood  :  he  then  took  to  his  heels, 
1  and  ran  under  the  eunuch's  tent.  The 
'  eunuch  gave  Bedreddin  to  underftand 

*  that  he  had  no  reafon  to  complain  of 

«  a  mifchance 
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a  mifchance  which  he  had  merited 
and  brought  upon  himfelf. 
(  Bedreddin  turned  towards  the  city, 
(launching  the  blood  of  his  wound 
with  his  apron,  which  he  had  not  put 
off-.   "  I  was  a  fool,"  faid  he  within 
himfelf,  "  for  leaving  my  houfe,  to 
'  take  fo  much  pains  about  this  brat ; 
'  for  doubtlefs  he  would  never  have 
1  ufed  m.e  after  this  manner,  if  he  had 
'   not  thought  I  had  fome  fatal  defign 
«   againfthim."     When  he  got  home, 
he  had  his  wound  dreffed,nndfoftened 
the  fenfe  of  his  mifchance  by  the  re- 
flection  that  there  were  an  infinite 
number  of  people  upon  the  earth  yet 
-more  unfortunate  than  himlelf.' 

Day  beginning  to  dawn,  impof-d 
filence  on  the  fultanefs;  and  Schahriar 
arofe,  pitying  Bedreddin,  and  impatient 
to  know  the  fcquel  of  the  ftory. 


NIGHT     CXIV. 

QCHEHERAZADE,  towards  the 
O  clofe  of  the  enfuing  night,  addrefled 
htrfelf  to  the  Sultan  of  the  Indies,  as 

follows. i 

SIR, 

The  crand  vizier  Giafar  purfued  his 
ftory  of  BedreJdin  Haflan  thus. 

'   Bedreddin,'   faid  he,  c  kept  on  the 
paftry- trade  at  Damafcus ;  and  his 
uncle  Schemfeddin  Mohammed  de- 
parted from  thence  three  days  after 
his  arrival :  he  went  by  the  way  of 
Emaus,  Hanah,    and  Halep ;    then 
croffed  the  Euphrates;  and,  after  puf- 
fing through  Mardin,  Mofloul,  Sin- 
gier,   Diarbeker,   and  feveral   other 
towns,  arrived  at  laft  at  Balfora;  «nd, 
immediately  after  his  arrival,  defired 
audience  of  the  fultan,  who  was  no 
fooner    informed   of    Schemfeddin's 
quality,  than  he   received  him  very 
favourably,  and  alked  him  the  occa- 
fion  of  his  journey  to  Balfora.  '-'  Sir," 
replied  the  vizier  Schemfeddin  Mo- 
hammed, "  I  come  to  know  what  is 
become  of  the  fon  ofNourredin  AH 
my  brother,  who  has  had  the  honour 
to  ferve  your  majefty."  — "  Nour- 
reddin  Ali,"  faid  the  fultan,  «'  has 
been  dead  a  long  while:    as  to  his 
fon,  all  I  can  tell  you  of  him  is,  that 
*'  he  difappeared  very  fuddenly  about 
"  two  months  after  his  father's  death, 
*'  and  nobody  fa  as  fees)  him  fince,  not- 


'  withftanding  all  the  enquiry  I  or- 
'  dered  to  be  made  :  but  his  mother, 
dio  is  the  daughter  of  one  of  my 
'  viziers,  is  ftill  alive."  Schemfeddin 
Mohammed  defired  leave  of  the  ful- 
tan to  fee  her,  and  carry  her  to  Egypt; 
and  having  obtained  his  requeft,  with- 
out tarrying  till  the  next  day  for  the 
fatisfaclion  of  feeing  her,  enquired 
after  her  place  of  abode,  and  that  very- 
hour  went  to  her  houfe,  accompanied 
by  his  daughter  and  graudibn. 

•  The   widow  of  Nourreddin   Ali 
refided  ftill  in  die  fame  houfe  where 
her  hu&and  had  lived:   it  was  a  very 
magnificent  ftru&ure,  adorned  with 
marble  pillars;   but  Schemfeddin  did 
not  flop  to  view  it.    At  his  entry,  h« 
Rifled    the   gate,    and    the   piece   cf 
marble  upon  which  his  brother's  name 
was  written  in  letters  of  gold.     He 
defired  to  fpeak   with    his  fifter-in- 
law,  and  was  told  by  the  fervants 
that  (he  was  then  in  a  fmall  edifice, 
in  the  form  of  a  dome,  which  they 
(hewed  him,  in  the  middle  of  a  very 
fpacious  court.     This  tender  mother 
ufed  to  fpend  the  greateft  part  of  the 
day,   as   well    as   the  night,  in  that 
room,  which  flie  had  built  in  order  1<> 
reprefent  the  tomb  of  Bedreddin  Hal- 
fan,   whom  (he  fuppofed  to  be  dead 
after  fo  long  an   abil-nce.      At  that 
very  in/lant  (he  was  (heading  tears  at 
the  thoughts  of  her  dear  child  ;  and 
Schemfeddin    Mohammed    entering-, 
found  her  labouring  under  that  uf- 
fli&ion. 

*  Ke  paid  his   compliments ;    anrf, 
after  nefecching  her  to  fu fpend   her 
tears  and  groans,  gave  her  to  know 
he  had  the  honour  to  be  her  biothjr- 
in-law,  and  acquainted  her  with  the 
reafon  of  his  journey  from  C~;;o  to 
Balfora.1 

Here  Scheherazade  dropped  her  (lory, 
becaufe  day  approached;  but.  rd'utned 
t!ie  thread  of  it  next  night  ia  the  fol- 
lowing manuer. 


NIGHT     CXV. 

'  QCHEMSEDDIN  Mohat»-cd,f 
O  continued  the  vizier  G;j.l;ar,  '  af- 

*  ter  acquainting  his  iifter-in-law  with 

*  all   that  had  pafiid  at  Cairo  on   hi* 
'  daughter's  wedding-night,  and  after 

*  informing  her  of  ;h«  f'jrprjzal  occa- 

*  iioncd 
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«  fioned  by  the  difcovery  of  the  paper 
«  fewedup  in  Bedreddin's  turban,  pre- 
«  fented  to  her  Agib  and  the  beautiful 

•  lady. 

*  The  widow  of  Nourreddin  Ali, 
'  who  had  ftill  continued  fitting  like  a 
'  woman  moped,  and  weaned  from  the 
4  affairs  of  this  world,  no  fooner  un- 
'  derflood  by  his  difcourfe  that  her  dear 

•  fon,  whom  fhe  lamented  fo  bitterly, 

•  might  ftill  be  alive,  than  fhe  arofe, 

•  and  repeatedly  embraced  the  beauti- 
'  ful  lady,  and  her  grand  child  Agib  ; 
'  and  perceiving  in  the  youth  the  fea- 

•  tures  of  Bedreddin,  fhed  tears  very 
«  different  from  thofe  to  which  fhe  had 

•  been  fo  long  accuftomed.     She  could 
'  not  forbear  kiffing  the  youth  ;  who, 

•  on  his  part,  received  her  embraces 
'  with  all  the  demonftrations  of  joy  he 
«  was  capable  of.     "  Madam,"   faid 
'  Schemfeddin    Mohammed,    "   it   is 
**  time  to  wipe  away  your  tears,  and 
"'  ceafe  your  groans  5    you  muft  now 
"  think  of  accompanying  us  to  Egypt. 
•«  The  Sultan  of  Balfora  has  given  me 
tf  leave  to  carry  you  thither  j   and  I 
«'  <doubt  not  but  you  will  agree  to  it. 
"  I  am  in  hopes  that  we  mall  at  laft 
"  find  out  your  fon,  my  nephew;  and 
«'  if  that  fhould  come  to  pafs,  the  hif- 
'«  tory  of  him,  of  you,  of  my  own 
"  daughter,  and  of  my  own  adven- 
•'  tures,  will  deferve  to  be  committed 
•'  to  writing,  and  to  be  tranfmitted  to 
•'  pofterity." 

« The  widow  of  Nourreddin  Ali  heard 
'  thi*  propofal  with  pleafure;  and  from 

•  that  very  minute  ordered  preparations 

•  to  be  made  for  her  departure.  In  the 
«  mean  time,  Schemfeddin  Mohammed 

•  defired  a  fecond  audience;  and,  after 
'  taking  leave  of  the  fultan,  who  ufed 
•him  with  ample  marks  of  refpecl,  and 
'  gave  him  a  confiderable  prefent  for 
'  himfelf,  and  another  of  great  value 
«  for  the  Sultan  of  Egypt,  he  fet  out 

•  from  Balfora  for  the  city  of  Damaf- 

•  cus. 

'  When  he  arrived  in  it's  neighbour- 
«  hood,  he  ordered  his  tents  to  be  pitch  - 
c  ed  without  that  gate  at  which  he  de- 
«  figned  to  enter  the  city;  and  gave  out 
«  that  he  would  tarry  there  three  days, 
'  in  order  to  give  his  equipage  reft,  and 
'  buy  up  the  beft  curiofities  he  could 


meet  with,  and  fuch  as  were  worthy 
of  being  prefented  to  the  Sultan  cf 
Egypt. 

*  While  he  was  employed  in  looking 
on  and  chufing  the  frneft  of  the  ftuffs 
which  the  principal  merchants  had 
brought  to  his  tents,  Agib  begged  the 
black  eunuch  his  governor  to  carry 
him  through  the  city,  in  order  to  fee 
what  he  had  not  leifure  to  view  as  he 
paflfed  before,  and  to  know  what  was 
become  of  the  paftry-cook  whom  he 
had  wounded  with  a  ftone.  The  eu- 
nuch complying  with  his  requeft,went 
with  him  towards  the  city,  after  leave 
obtained  from  th«  beautiful  lady  his 
mother. 

«  They  entered  Damafcus  by  the  Pa- 
radife-Gate,  which  lay  next  to  the 
tents  of  the  vizier  Schemfeddin  Mo- 
hammed.    They  walked  through  the 
great    fquares    and  publick   places 
where  the  richeft  goods  were  fold, 
and  viewed  the  ancient  mofque  of  the 
Ommiada;*,  at  the  hour  of  prayer, 
between  noon  and  fun -fet  f.     After 
that  they  paffed   the  fhop  of  Bed- 
reddin Haffan,  whom  they  found  dill 
employed   in  making   cream -tarts: 
I  falute  you,  Sir,"  faid  Agib.  "  Do 
you  know  me  ?   Do  you  remember 
you  ever  faw  me  before  ?"    Bedred- 
din hearing  thefe  words,  caft  his  eyes 
on  him,  and  knowing  him,  (oh,  the 
furprizing  effeft  of  paternal  love!) 
found  'the  fame  emotions  which  he 
had  experienced  when  he  firft  faw 
him;  hefeemedmuch  confufed;  and, 
inftead  of  making  an  anfwer,  con- 
tinued a  long  time  without  uttering 
one  word.     But,  at  laft,  recollecting 
himfelf—"  My  little  lord,"  faid  he, 
be  fo  kind  as  to  come  once  more 
'  with  your  governor  into  my  houfe, 
and  tafte  a  cream-tart.     I  beg  your 
lordfhip's  pardon  for  my  imprudence 
in  following  you  out  of  town ;  I  was 
at  that  time  not  myfelf,  and  fcarcely 
knew  what  I  did.    You  dragged  me 
after  you ;  and  the  violence  of  the 
pull  was  fo  foft,  that  I  could  not 
withftand  it." 


Scheherazade,  obferving  the  approach* 
ing  day,  flopped  here ;   and  the  next 


*  That  "is,  of  the  caliphs  who  refigned  after  the  four  firft  fucceflbrs  of  Mahomet,  and  wezre; 
19  calhd  from  one  of  their  anceftors,  whofe  name  was  Ommiam. 

•f-  This  prayer  is  always,  repeated'two  hours  and  a  half  before  fun-fct» 

night 
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night  refumed  her  difcourfe  to  the  fol 
lowing  purport. 


NIGHT    CXVI. 

*  A  GIB,' continued  the  vizier  Gia- 
JTJL  far,  *  aftoniflied  at  what  Bed 

*  reddin  faid,  replied  thus:    "There 
"  is  an  excefs  in  the  kindnefs  you  ex- 
"  prefs;    and  unlefs  you   engage,  on 
"  oath,   not  to  follow  me  when  I  go 
"  from   hence,  I    will  not  enter  into 
*{  your  houfe.     If  you  give  me  your 
*'  projnife,  and  prove  a  man  of  your 
"  word,    I  will    vifit    you    again    to- 
"  morrow,  lince  the  vizier  my  grand- 
"  father  is  ftill  employed  in  buying  up 
"  things  for  a  prefent  to  the  Sultan  of 
"  Egypt."  —  "  My   little  lord,"  re- 

*  plied  Bedreddin,    "  I  will  do  what- 
*'  ever  you  defire  me."     Upon  which, 

*  Agib  and  the  eunuch  went  into  the 
«  fliop. 

*  Bedreddin  immediately  fet  before 
'  them  a  cream -tart,   full  as  good  as 

*  what  they  had  eat  of  when  they  faw 
«  him  before.     "  Come,"  faid  Agib, 
1  addrefling  himfelf  to  Bedreddin,  "fit 
"  down    by  me,    and  eat   with   us." 

*  Bedreddin  fat  down,  and  offered  to 

*  embrace  Agib,  as  a  teftimony  of  the 

*  joy  he  conceived  on  his  fitting  by 

*  him:    but  Agib  (hoved  him  away; 

*  defired  him  to  be  eafy,  not  to  run  his 
'  friendmip  too  clofe,  and  to  content 
'  himfelf  with  feeing  and  entertaining 

*  him.     Bedrectdin  obeyed,  and  began 
'  to  fing  a  fong  ;  the  words  of  which 
'  he  had  compofed  extempore  in  praife 
'  of  Agib:   he  did  not  eat  himfelf,  but 
'  bufied  himfelf  in  ferving  his  guefts. 
'  When    they    had    done    eating,    he 
'  brought  them  water  to  wafh  with  *, 
'  and  a  very  white  napkin  to  wipe  their 
'  hands  :  he  then  filled  a  large  chtna- 
'  cup  with  (herbet,  and  put  (now  into 
s  itf  jandofferingittoAgib — "This," 

*  faid  he,  "  is  (herbet  of  rofes,  and  the 
"  pleafanteft  you  will  meet  with  in  all 
"  Damafcus;  larnfureyou  nevertafted 
«'  better."     Agib  having  drank  of  it 

*  with  pleafure,  Bedreddin  HafTan  took 
«  the  cup  from  him,  and  prefented  it  to 


*  the  eunuch,  who  drank  tip  the  con- 
«  tents  at  one  pull. 

'  In  fhort,  Agib  and  his  governor 

*  having  fared  fumptuoufly,  returned 
<  thanks  to  the  paftry-cook  for  their 
'  good  entertainment,    and  proceeded 

*  homewards,  it  being  then  pretty  late. 
'  When  they  arrived  at  the   tents  of 

*  Schemfeddin  Mohammed,    they  re- 

*  paired  immediately  to  the  lady's  tent. 

*  Agib's   grandmother    received    him 

*  with  tranfports  of  joy:  her  fon  Bed- 
'  reddin  ran  always  in  her  mind;  and, 

*  in  embracing  Agib,  the  remembrance 
'  of  him  drew  tears  from  her  eyes. 
"  Ah,  my  child?"  faid  (he,  "  my  joy 
'«  would  be  compleac,  if  I  had  the  plea- 
"  fure  of  embracing  your  father  Bed- 
"  reddin   Hajfan    as   I   now  embrace 
*'  you!"     Then  fitting  down  to  fup- 

*  per,  (he  made  Agib  fit  by  her,  and 

*  put  feveral  queftions  to  him  relating1 
'  to  the  walk  he  had  been  taking  along 
'  with  the  eunuch;   and,  complaining 

*  of  his  want  of  appetite,  gave  him  a 
«  piece  of  a  cream  •  tart  that  (he  had  made 
'  herfelf,   and  was  indeed  very  good  : 

*  for  I  told  you  before  that  (he  could 
«  make  them  better  than  the  beft  paftry- 

*  cooks.     She  likewife  gave  part  of  it 
'  to  the  eunuch;  but  both  of  them  had 
'  eaten  fo  heartily  atBedreddin's  houfe, 

*  that  they  could  not  taite  it.' 

Day  beginning  to  dawn,  admonilhecl 
Scheherazade  to  put  a  ftop  to  her  ftorf 
for  this  night ;  but,  towards  the  clofe 
of  the  next,  (he  refumed  it  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner. 


NIGHT    CXVII. 

*  A  G  I B  no  fooner  touched  the  piece 
jLjL  t  of  cream-tart  that  had  been 
fet  before  him,  than  he  pretended  that 
he  did  not  like  it,  anil  left  it  uncut; 
and  Schaban  J  (for  Rich  was  the  eu- 
nuch's name)  did  the  fame.  The  wi- 
dow of  Nourreddin  Ali  obferved, 
with  regret,  that  her  grandson  did 
not  like  the  tart.  "  What':>  faid 
ihe,  "  does  my  child  thus  defpiie  the 
work  of  my  hands  ?  Be  it  known  to 


*  The  Mahometans  having  a  cuftom  of  wafhing  their  hands  five  times  a  day  when  they 
go  to  prayers,  they  reckon  that  they  have  no  occalion  to  waih  before  eating,  but  always  after 
it,  becaufe  they  eat  without  forks. 

•j-  This  is  done  ail  over  the  Levant,  for  the  p'.irpofe  of  cooling  their  liquor. 

j  The  Mahometans  give  this  name  gerieially  to  their  black  eunuchs. 

Y  «     «u 
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you,  that  not  one  in  the  whole  world 
can  make  fuch  cream-tarts,  except 
myfelf  and  your  father  Bedreddin 
IJaflan,  whom  I  myfelf  taught."' — 
My  good  mother,"  replied  Agib, 
give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  that  if  you 
do  not  know  how  to  make  better, 
there  ia  a  paftry  -cook  in  this  town 
who  exceeds  you  in  that  point.  We 
were  but  jutt  now  at  his  (hop,  and 
eat  of  one  that  was  much  better  than 
yours." 

*  Thisfaid,  the  grand  mother,  frown- 
ing oji  the  eunuch  —  "  How  now, 
Schaban!"  faid  me;  "  was  the  care 
of  my  grandchild  committed  to  you 
to  carry  him  to  eat  at  paltry- mops, 
like  a  beggar?"  —  "  Madam,''  re- 
plied the  eunuch,  "  it  is  true  we  did 
ftop  a  little  while,  and  talked  with 
the  paftry-cook,  but  we  did  not  eat 
with  him.'5  —  "  Pardon  me,"  faid 
Agibj  "  v/e  went  into  his  (hop,  and 
there  eat  a  cream-tart."  Upon  this 
the  lady,  more  incenfed  againft  the 
eunuch  than  before,  rofe  in  a  pafHon 
from  the  table,  and  running  to  the 
tent  of  Schemfeddin  Mohammed,  in- 
formed him  of  the  eunuch's  crime  ; 
and  that  in  fuch  terms,  as  tended 
more  to  enfiame  the  vizier  than  to 
difpofe  him  to  excufe  it. 
c  Schemfeddin  Mohammed,  who  was 
naturally  paffionate,  did  not  fail  on 
this  occafipn  to  difplay  his  anger. 
He  went  forthwith  to  his  filler  in- 
law's  tent ;  and,  making  up  to  the 
eunuch—"  What!"  faid  he,  "  you 
pitiful  wretch,  have  you  the  impu- 
dence to  abu/e  the  truft  I  repofe  in 
you  ?"  Schaban,  though  fuffjciently 
convicled  by  Agib's  teftimony,  de- 
nied the  fa6l  ftill.  But  the  child  per- 
fifted  in  what  he  had  already  affirmed  : 
Grandfather,"  faid  he,  "  I  can  af- 
fure  you  that  we  did  not  only  eat, 
but  that  both  of  us  fo  much  fatisfie'd 
our  appetites,  that  we  have  no  occa- 
fion  for  fupper  :  befides,  the  paftry- 
cook  treated  us  with  a  large  bowl  of 
fherbet."— "  Well,"  cried  Schem- 
feddin, turning  to  Schaban,  tl  after 
all  this,  will  you  continue  to  deny 
that  yqu  entered  the  paftry  -  cook's 
houfe,  and  eat  there  ?"  Schaban  had 
ftilj  the  hnpudence  to  fwe'a'r  that  it 
was  not  true.  "  Then  you  are  a 
lyar!"  faid  the  vizier;  "  I  will  be- 
lieve my  grandchild  rather  than  you; 


but,  after  all,  if  you  can  eat  up  this 
cream -tart  on  the  table,  I  (hall  be 
perfuaded  that  you  have  truth  on 
your  fide." 

'  Though  Schaban  had  crammed 
himfelf  immoderately  before,  yet  he 
agreed  to  ftand  the  teft,  and  accord- 
ingly took  a  piece  of  the  tart}  but 
his  ftomach  rifing  againft:  it,  he  was 
obliged  to  fpit  it  out  of  his  mouth  ; 
he  ftill,  however,  purfued  the  lye, 
and  pretended  he  had  over-eat  him- 
felf the  day  before,  fo  that  his  ftomach 
was  cloyed.  The  vizier,  irritated 
with  theeunuch's  frivolous  pretences, 
and  convinced  of  his  guilt,  ordered 
him  to  lie  flat  upon  the  ground,  and 
to  be  foundly  baftinadoed.  In  under- 
going this  punifhment,  the  poor  wretch 
fhrieked  out  prodigioufly,  and  at  laft 
confefled  the  truth :  "I  own,"  cried 
he,  "  that  we  did  eat  a  cream-tart  at 
the  paftry -cook's,  and  that  it  was 
much  better  than  that  upon  the 
table." 

*  The  widow  of  Nourreddin  Ali 
thought  it  was  out  of  fpite  to  her, 
and  with  a  defign  to  mortify  her,  that 
Schaban  commended  thepaftry-cook'* 
tart  5  and  accordingly  faid — **  I  can- 
not believe  the  cook's  tarts  are  better 
than  mine  :  I  am  refolved  to  fatisfy 
myfelf  upon  that  head.  Where  dqe$ 
he  live  ?  Go  immediately  and  buy 
me  one  of  his  tarts."  The  eunuch 
having  received  of  her  what  money 
was  fufficient  for  the  purchafe,  re- 
paired to  Bedreddin's  (hop;  and,  ad- 
dreffing  him  —  "  Good  Mr.  Paftry - 
pook,"  faid  he,  "  take  this  money, 
and  let  me  have  one  of  your  cream- 
tarts  ;  one  of  our  ladies  wants  to 
tafte  them."  Bedreddin  chofe  one 
of  the  beft,  and  gave  it  to  the  eu- 
nuch: ««  Jake  this,"  faid  he j  "  I 
will  engage  it  is  an  excellent  one  ^ 
and  I  can  aflure  you  that  no  perfon 
is  able  to  make  the  like,  unlefs  it  be 
my  mother,  who  perhaps  is  ftill  Hy- 
ing." 

'  Schahart  returned  fpeedily  to  the 
tents,  and  gave  the  tart  to  Nourred- 
din?s  widow,  who  fnatched  it  eagerly^ 
and  broke  a  piece  offj  but  had  no 
fooner  put  it  to  her  mouth,  than  (he 
cried  out,  and  fwooned  away.  Schem- 
feddin Mohammed,  who  was  prefent? 
was  extremely  furprized  at  the  acci- 
dent ;  he  threw  water  upon  her  fac? 
«  himfelfi 
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himfelf,  and  was  very  aclive  in  fuc- 
couring  her.  As  foon  as  flie  reco- 
vered—" My  God!"  cried  fhe,  "  it 
muft  certainly  be  my  Ion,  my  dear 
Bedreddin.  I  who  made  this  tart." 


Here  day -light  interrupted  Sche- 
herazade; and  the  Indian  fultan  got  up 
to  fay  his  prayers,  and  to  go  to  the 
council. 

The  next'  night  the  fultanefs  purfued 
the  (tory  of  Bedreddin  Haffan,  in  the 
following  manner. 


NIGHT     CXVIII. 

«  "IT  THEN  the  vizier  Schemfeddin 
VV    '  Mohammed  beard  his  fifter- 
«  in*law  fay  that  the  maker  of  the  tart 

*  brought  by  the  eunuch  muft,  without 
«  doubt,  be  Bedreddin  Haflan,  he  was 

*  overjoyed}    but  reflecting   that   his 
'  joy  might  prove  groundlefs,  and  in 
'  all  likelihood  the  conjecture  of  Nour- 
«  reddin's   widow  be    falfe — "  Ma- 
"  dam,"  faid  he,  "  why  are  you  of 
"  that  mind  ?  Do  you  think  there  may 
"  not  be  a  paftry-cook  in  the  world 
"  who  knows  how  to  make  cream-tarts 
"  as  well  as  your  fon?"— "  I  own," 
'  replied  (he,    "  there  may  be  paftry- 
tf  cooks  who  can  make  as  good  tarts  as 
"  he;  but  forafmuch  as  I  make  them 
"  after  a  peculiar  manner,  and  nobody 
"  but  my  fon  is  let  into  the  fecret,  it 
*4  muft  abfolutely  be  he  who  made  this* 
"  Come,  my  brother,"  added  (he  in  a 

*  tranfport,  tc  let  us  call  up  mirth  and 
"  joy ;  we  have  at  lad  found  what  we 
"  have  been  fo  long  looking  for  !" — 
"  Madam,"  faid  the  vizier  in  anfwer, 
"  I  entreat  you  to  moderate  your  im- 
«'  patience,  for  we  mall  quickly  know 
*'  the  truth.     All  we  have  to  do,  is  to 
"  bring  the  paftry-cook  hither;  and 
"  then    you    and    my    daughter   will 
4<  readily  diftinguifh  whether  it  is  Bed- 
"  reddin  or  not  :    but  you  mull  both 
"  be  hid,  fo  as  to  have  a  view  of  him 
*'  without  his  feeing  you  ;    for  my  de- 
"  fign  is  to  delay  the  difcovery  till  we 
*'  return  to  Cairo,  where  I  piopofe  to 
14  regale  you  with  very  agieeable  di- 
*'  verfion." 

*  This  faid,  he  left  the  ladies  in 
their  tent,  and  retired  to  his  own; 
<yhere  hecall«ifor  fiH}'  of  his  men, 


«  and  faid  to  them—"  Take  each  of 
"  you  a  ftick  in  your  hands,  and  fol- 
"  low  Schaban,  who  will  conduct  you 
44  toapaftry-cook's  in  the  city.  When 
14  you  arrive  there,  break  and  dafti  in 
'*  pieces  all  you  find  in  thefliop:  if  he 
'*  a(ks  you  why  you  commit  fuch  dif- 
"  order,  only  afk  him  again  if  it  was 
4t  not  he  who  made  the  cream-tart  that 
te  was  brought  from  his  houfe.  If  he 
"  owns  himfelf  the  man.  feize  his  per- 
"  fon,  fetter  him  and  hi  ing  him  along 
*'  with  you;  but  take  care  you  do  not 
"  beat  him,  nor  do  him  the  leaft  harm. 
"  Go,  and  lofe  no  time.'' 

*  The  vizier's  orders  were  immedi- 

*  ately   executed.      The   detachment, 
«  conducted  by  the  black  eunuch,  went 

*  with  expedition  to  Bedreddin 'i  houfe^ 

*  and  broke  in  pieces  the  plates,  kettles, 
'  copper-pans,  tables,  and  all  the  othei* 
'  moveables  and  utenfils  they  met  with* 
1  and  drowned  the  (herbet-fhop  with 
'  cream  and  comfits.    Bedreddin,  afto- 
4  nifhed  at  the  light,  faid  with  a  pitiful 

*  tone — "  Pray,  good  people,  why  do> 
"  you  ferve  me  fo  ?  What  is  the  mat- 
"  ter?   What  have  I  done?"— "  Was 
**  it  not  you,"  faid  they,  "  who  fold 
«'  this    eunuch    t!ie    cream-tart?"  — 
"  Yes,"  replied  he,  "  I  am  the  man  : 
*'  and  who  fays  any  thing  againft  it  ?  t 
"  defy  any  one  to  make  a  better."  In- 
'  ftead  of  giving  him  an  anfwer,  they 

*  continued  to  break  all  round  them, 

*  and  the  oven  itfelf  was  not  fpared. 

'  In  the  mean  time  the  neighbours 
'  took  the  alarm;  and,  furprized  to  fee 
'  fifty  armed  men  commit  fuch  a  difor- 

*  der,    aflced    the  reafon  of  fuch   vio- 
'  lence;  and  Bedreddin  faid  once  more 
4  to  the  aclors  of   it — "  Pray  tell  me 
44  what  crime  I  am  guilty  of,  to  have 
14  deferved  this  ufage?" 

4<  Was  it  not  you,"  replied   they, 

t{  who  made  the  cream-tart  you  fold  to 

4<  the  eunuch  ?1% — "  Yes,  yes;    it  was 

*'  I,"  replied  he:  "  I  maintain  it  is  a 

ct  good   one.      I   do    not  deferve  the 

4i  ufage   you   give    me."      However, 

without  liftening  to  him,  they  feized 

his  perfon;  and,  fn  itching  the  cloth 

off  his  turban,  tied  his  hands  with  it 

behind  his  back;   then  dragging  him 

by  force-out  of  his  fhop,  they  marched 

off  with  him. 

'  The  mob  gathering,  and  taking 
corr.pafTion  on  Bedrrcidin,  took  h:s 
parr,  and  offered  oppofmon  toSchem- 
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feddin'smen;  but  that  very  minute  up 
came  feme  officers  from  the  governor 
of  the  city,  who  difperfed  the  people, 
and  favoured  the  carrying  off  of  Bed  - 
reddin;  for  Schemfeddin  Mohammed 
had  in  the  mean  time  gone  to  the  go- 
vernor's houfe  to  acquaint  him  with 
what  order  he  had  given,  and  to  de- 
mand the  interpofition  of  force  to  fa- 
vour the  execution;  and  the  governor, 
who  commanded  all  Syriain  the  name 
of  the  Sultan  of  Egypt,  was  loth  to 
refufe  any  thing  to  his  matter's  vizier. 
So  Bedreddin  was  carried  off  not- 
withftanding  his  cries  and  tears. 

Day  appearing,  Scheherazade  could 
proceed  no  farther  till  next  mofning; 
then  fheweiitonas  follows. 


NIGHT    CXIX. 

SIR, 

THE  vizier  Giafar  continued  bis 
relation  to  the  caliph  in  this  man- 
ner. 

'  It  was  needlefs  for  Bedreddin  Haf- 

*  fan  to  afk,  by  the  way,  thofe  who 
'  forced  him  off,  what  fault  had  been 
'  found  with  his  cream-tart,   for  they 

*  gave  him  no  anfwer.     In  fiiort,  they 

*  carried  him  to  the  tents,  and  detained 

*  him.till  Schemfeddin  Mohammed  re  - 

*  turned  from  the  governor  of  Damaf- 
4  cus"s  houfe. 

«  Upon  the  vizier's  return,  Bedreddin 
'  Halian  was  brought  before  him: 
"  My  lord,"  faid  Bedreddin,  with  tears 

*  in  his  eyes,  *'  pray  do  me  the  favour 
**  to  let  me  know  wherein  I  have  dif- 
*{  plealed  you." — "  Why,  you  wretch 
ft  you  !"  faid  the  vizier,  "  was  it  not 
*'  you  who  made  the  cream-tart  you 
««  fent  me  ?" — "  I  own  I  am  the  man," 

*  replied  Bedreddin;   "  but  pray  what 
*'  crime  is  that  ?"— •"  I  will  punifh 
'•'  you  according  to  your  deferts,"  faid 
'  Schemfeddin:  "  it  mallcoftyou  your 
**  life  for  fending  mefuch  a  forry  tart." 
— "  Good   God!"    cried    Bedreddin, 
f(  what  news  is  this  !    Is  it  a  capital 
"  crime  to  make  a  bad  cream  -  tart  ?" 
— -"  Yes,"  faid  the  vizier;  <l  and  you 
*'  are  to  expecl  no  other  ufege  from 
•'  me." 

.    .«  While  this  interview  lafted,  the  h- 
«  dies,  who  were  hid,  obferved  Bedred- 

*  din  narrowly,  and  readily  knew  him« 


notwithftanding  he  had  been  fo  long* 
abfent.  They  were  fo  tranfported 
with  joy,  that  they  fwooned  awayj 
and  when  they  recovered,  would  fain 
have  ran  up  and  fallen  upon  Bedred- 
din's  neck;  but  the  promife  they  had 
made  to  the  vizier  of  not  difcovering 
themfelves  reftrained  the  tender  emo- 
tions of  love  and  of  nature. 

*  Schemfeddin  Mohammed,  having 
re'folved  to  fet  out  that  very  night, 
ordered  the  tesits  to  be  ftruck,  and  the 
necefTary  preparations  to  be  made  for 
his  journey.     And  as  for  Bedreddin, 
he  ordered  him  to  be  put  into  a  cheft 
or  box  well  locked,  and  laid  on  a  ca- 
mel.     When  every  thing   was   got 
ready,  the  vizier  and  his  retinue  began 
their  march,  and  travelled  all  the  reft 
of  tha,t  night  and  the  next  day  with- 
out (lopping.     In   the  evening  they 
halted,    and    Bedreddin    was   taken 
out  of  his  cage,  in  or Jer  to  be  ferv- 
ed  with  neceffary  refrefhments,  but 
ftill  carefully  kept  at  a  diftance  from 
his  mother  and  his  wife;  and  during 
the  whole  expedition,  which  lafted 
twenty  days,  was  ferved  in  the  fame 
manner. 

*  When  they  arrived  at  Cairo,  they 
encamped  in   the  neighbourhood  of 
that  place;  Schemfeddin   called  for 
Bedreddin,    gave  orders  in  his  pre- 
i'ence  to  a  carpenter  to  fee  for  fome 
wood  with  all  expedition,  and  make 
a  (lake.     "  Hey-day  «"  laid  Bedreal- 
din,  "  what  do  you  mean  to  do  with 

a  (take?" — "  Why,  to  nail  you  ta 
it,"  replied  Schemfeddin;  "  then  to 
have  you  carried  through  all  the  quar- 
ters of  the  town,  that  the  people  may 
have  the  fpe&acle  of  a  worthlefs  pal- 
try-cook,   who   makes   cream-tarts 
without  pepper!"     This  faid,  Bed- 
reddin cried  out  fo  comically,    that 
Schemfeddin   had  enough  to  do   to 
keep  his  countenance:  "  Good  God!" 
cried  he,  "  muft  I  fuffer  a  death,  as 
cruel  as  it  is  ignominious,   for   not 
putting  pepper  in  a  cream-tart  ?' 


At  this  period,  Scheherazade  flopped 
upon  the  approach  of  day:  and  Schah- 
riar  role,  laughing  at  Bedreddin's 
fright,  and  curious  to  know  the  fequet 
of  the  ftory,  which  the  fultanefs  pur- 
fued  very  early  the  next  night  as  fol- 
lows. 


NIGHT 
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NIG  H  T     CXX. 

SIR, 

THE  Caliph  Haroun  Alrafchid, 
notwithstanding  his  gravity,  could 
not  forbear  laughing  when  the  vizier 
Giafar  told  him,  that  Schemfcddin  Mo- 
hammed threatened  to  j>ut  Bedreddin 
to  death  for  not  putting  pepper  into  the 
cream-tart  he  had  fold  to  Schaban. 

"  How,"  laid  Bedreddin,  "  muft  I 
"  be  rifled,  and  have  all  the  goods  in 
'*  my  houfe  broken  in  pieces  j  muft  I 
«*  be  impriibned  in  a  cheft,  and  at  laft 
"  nailedtoaftake?  And  all  fornotput- 
**  ting  pepper  in  a  cream -tart  !  Good 
<*  God!  who  ever  heard  of  fuch  a 
*«  thing?  Are  thefe  the  a&ionsof  Muf- 
"  Ail  men,  of  perfons  who  make  a  pro- 
tl  feffion  of  probity  and  juitice,  and 
"  praftife  ail  manner  of  good  works?" 

*  With  thefe  words  he  fhed  tears;  and 
'  then  renewinghis  complaint — "No," 

*  continued  he,  «•  never  was  man  ufed 
'*  fo  unjulily,   nor   fo  leverely.     Is  it 
"  poiTible  they  fliould  be  capable  of 
'*  taking  a  man's  life  for  not  putting 
*f  pepper  in  a  cream-tart  ?    Curfed  be 
"  all  cream-tarts,   as  well  as  the  hour 
"  in  which  I  was  born  !    Would  to 
"  God  I  had  died  that  minute!"1 

'  Difconfolate  Bedreddin  did  not 
'  ceafe  to  pour  forth  his  lamentations? 

*  and  when  the  ftake  was  brought,  and 
'  the  nails  to  nail  him  to  it,  he  cried 

*  out     bitterly    at    the   horrid    fight. 
*'  Heaven!  '  faid  he,  "can  you  fufFer 
"  me  to  die  an  ignominious  and  pain- 
€<  ful  death  ?   And  all  this,   for  what 
*'   crime?  It  is  not  for  robbery  or  mtir- 
'<  der,  or  renouncing  my  religion,  but 
"   for  not  putting  pepper  in  a  cream - 
«   tart!" 

*  Night  being  then   pretty  far  ad- 

*  vanced,  the  vizier  Schemfeddin  Mo- 
'   hammed  ordered  Bedreddir.  to  be  put 
(   11P  again  in  his  cage,  faying  to  him 
— -"   Stay  there  till  to  morrow ;  thed.y 
*'  ihall   not  be  Ipent  before  T  give  or- 
•*  ders  for  your  death.1'      Then   the 

*  cheft  or  cage  was  carried  away,  and 
«   laid  upon  the  camel  that  had  brought 

*  it  from  Damafcus:  at  the  fame  time 

*  all    the   other    camels   were    loaded 

*  again j  and  the  vizier,  mounting  his 

*  horfe,  ordered  the  camel  that  carried 
'   his    nephew    to    march    before   him, 
'  and  fo  entered  :he  city,  %v::h  all   his 


equipage  following.  After  pa/Ting 
through  feveral  ftreets,  wliere  nobody 
appeared,  every  one  being  in  bed,  he 
arrived  at  his  houfe,  where  he  ordered 
the  cheft  to  be  taken  down,  but  not 
opened  till  farther  orders. 
'  While  his  retinue  were  unlading 
the  other  camels,  he  tookBedreddin's 
mother  and  his  daughter  afide  ;  and, 
addreffing  himfelf  to  the  latter — 
'  God  be  praifed,"  faid  he,  "  my  child, 
'  for  this  happy  occafion  of  meeting 

*  your  coufin  and  your  huiband.  You 
c  reinember,tobe  lure,  what  order  your 
'  chamber  was  in  on   your  wedding- 

*  night:  go  and  put  every  thing  in  the 
'  very  fame  manner  they  were  then  in; 

*  and,  in  the  mean  time,  if  your  me- 
'  mory  do  not  ferveyou,  I  can  fuppJy 

*  you  by  a  written   account,   which  I 

*  caufed  to  be  taken  upon  that  occa- 
'  fion :  as  for  what  elfe  is  to  be  done,  I 

"  will  take  care  of  that."" 

*  The  beautiful  lady  went  joyfully 
about  her  father's  orders;  and  heat 
the  fame  time  began  to  put  the  things 
in  the  hall  in  the  fame  order  they 
were  in  when  Bedreddin  Haffiin  was 
there  with  the  Sultan  of  Egypt's  hunch- 
backed groom.  As  he  went  over  his 
manufcripr,  his  domeiticks  placed 
every  movea'ole  accordingly.  The 
throne  was  not  forgot,  nor  yet  the 
lighted  wax -candles.  When  eve;v 
thing  was  put  to  rights  in  the  hail, 
the  vizier  went  into  his  daughter's 
chamber,  and  put  in  their  due  place 
Bedreddin's  cloaths,  with  the  puife 
of  fequins.  This  done,  he  faid  to 
the  beautiful  lady — "  Undrefs  your- 
'  felf,  my  child,  and  go  to  bed.  As 
'  loon  as  Bedreddin  enters  the  room* 

*  complain  of  his   being  from  you  fo 
'   lon^,  and  tell   him,  that  when   you 

*  awaked  you  were  altonilhed  you  did 
'  not  find  him  bv  you.     Prefs  him  to 
'   come  to  bed  a<;:iin;  and  to-morrow 
1   morning  you   will  divert  your   mo- 
'  therin-law    and  me,    by   telling  05 
'   what   paffts   between  you   and   him 
1  tbis  night."     This    faid,    he   went 

from  his  daughter's  apartment,  and 
left  her  to  undiefs  herfcjf  and  go  to 
bed.  ,,  • 


Scheherazade  wculJ   have  gone  •  on 

itl-,    her  ftorv,    but    :  g  ciuy 

ltu  htz  r-;  Ji.'coistinuo  it. 


N  I G  H  F 
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NIGHT    CXXI. 


TOWARDS  the  clofe  of  the  next 
night,  the  fultan  of  the  Indies,  who 
•was  mighty  impatient  to  know  where 
the  ftory  of  Bedreddin  would  end, 
awaked  Scheherazade  himfelf,  and  bid 
her  go  on  with  it;  which  accordingly 
ihe  did  in  the  following  terms. 

«  Schemfeddin  Mohammed,'  faidthe 
Vizier  Giafar  to  the  caliph,  '  ordered 
all  ::'s  domefticks  to  leave  the  hall, 
t  ^pt  two  or  three,  whom  he  order- 
eu  to  (ray  there.  Thefe  he  command  - 
ed  to  go  sn<i  ta.-ie  Bedreddin  out  of 
the  cheft,  to  ftrip  him  to  his  fhirt  and 
drawers,  to  conduct  him  in  that  con- 
diti-.n  to  the  hall,  to  leave  him  there 
8  ,  and  to  fhut  the  door  upon 

him. 

<  Bedreddin  Hafon,  though  over- 
whelmed with  grief,  had  been  afleep 
all  the  while;  infomuch  that  the  vi- 
zier's domefticks  had  taken  him  out 
of  the  cheft,  and  dripped  him  before 
he  awaked,  and  carried  him  fo  fud- 
denly  into  the  hall,  that  they  did  not 
give  him  time  to  bethink  himfelf 
wherehewas.  When  he  found  him- 
felf alone  in  the  hall,  he  looked  round 
him,  and  the  objects  of  his  fight  re- 
calling to  his  memory  the  circum- 
ftances  of  his  marriage,  he  perceived 
with  aftonifhment  that  it  was  the  fame 
hall  where  he  had  feen  the  fultan's 
groom  of  the  (tables.  His  furprize 
was  ftill  the  greater  when,  approach- 
ing foftly  to  the  door  of  a  chamber 
which  he  found  open,  heefpied  with- 
in his  own  cloaths  in  the  lams  place 
where  he  remembered  to  have  left 
them  on  his  wedding- night.  "  My 

God!"  faid  he,  rubbing  his  eyes, 

am  I  afleep  or  awake?" 

'  The  beautiful  lady,  who  in  the 
meantime  was  diverting herfelf  with 
his  aftonifhment,  opened  the  curtains 
of  herbed  all  on  a  fudden;  and,  bend- 
ing her  head  forward — '<  My  dear 

lord,"   faid  fhe,  with  a  foft,  tender- 


ing perfon  he  had  lain  with  before: 
he  therefore  entered  the  room;  but, 
calling  to  mind  all  that  had  patted  for 
an  interval  often  years,  and  not  be- 
ing able  to  perfudde  himfelf  that  it 
could  all  have  happened  in  the  com- 
pafs  of  one  night,    he  went  to  the 
place  where  his  cloaths  lay,  and  the 
purfe  of  fequins;  and  after  examining 
them   very  carefully — "  By  the  liv- 
ing   God!"    cried   he,  "  thefe   are 
things  that  lean  by  no  means  com- 
prehend S"  The  lady,  who  was  pleaf- 
ed  to  fee  his  confufion,  faid—*1  Once 
more,  I  pray  you,  my  lord,  come  to- 
bed  again;  what  do  you  ftand  at?'* 
He  then  ftepped  towards  the  bed,  and 
faid  to  her — "'  Pray,  Madam,   tell 
me,  is  it  long  fince  I  left  you?" — 
The  queftion,"  anfWred  (he,  "  fur- 
prizes  me  !    Did  you  not  rife  from 
me   but  now  ?    Sure  your  thoughts 
are  very  bufy." — "  Madam, "replied 
Bedreddin,    "  I  do  affute   you   my 
thoughts  are  not  very  eafy.     I  re- 
member, indeed,  to  have  been  with 
you;  but  I  remember,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  I  have  lived  ten  years  fince 
at  Damafcus.     Now,  if  I  was  actu- 
ally in  bed  with  you  this  night,  I 
cannot  have  been  from  you  fo  long. 
Thefe  tvvo  things  are  inconfiftent. 
Pray  tell  me  what  to  think;  whether 
my  marriage  with  you  is  an  illufion, 
or  whether  my  abfence  from  yoxi  is 
only  a  dream." — "  Yes,  my  lord,'* 
cried  fhe;  "  doubtlefs  you  were  light- 
headed when  you  thought  you  werff 
(  at  Damafcus."     Upon  this  Bedred- 
din   laughed    heartily,    and    faid— *• 
What  a  comical  fancy  is  this  ?  I  af- 
fure  you,  Madam,   this   dream  of 
mine  will  be  very   pleafant  to  you. 
Do  but  imagine,  ifyoupleafe,  that 
I  was  at  the  gate  of  Damafcus  in  my 
ftiirt  and  draCvers,  as  I  am  here  nowj 
that  I  entered  the  town  with  the  hal- 
loo of  a  rnob  who  followed  and  in- 
fulted  me;   that  I  fled  to  a  paftry- 
cook's,  who  adopted  me,  taught  me 
his  trade,    and    left  me  all   he  had 
when  he  died;  and  that  after  hisdeath. 


air,  "  what  do  you  do  at  the  do*l'?  l"l«*kLrkept  a  /hop.     In  fine,  Madam,  I 


Pr'ythee  come  to  bed  again!  You 
have  been  out  of  bed  a  long  time. 
I  was  ftrangely  furprized  when  I 
1  awaked,  at  not  rinding  you  by  me." 
Bedreddin  HafTan's  countenance 
changed  when  he  perceived  that  the 
lady  who  fpoke  to  him  was  the  chavra- 


had  an  infinity  of  other  adventures 
too  tedious  to  recount;  and  all  I  cam 
fay  is,  that  it  was  not  amifs  that  f 
awaked,  for  they  were  going  to  nail 
me  to  a  ftake."— "  Oh,  Lord  !  and 
for  what,''  cried  the  lady,  feigning 
aftonifhment,  "  would  they  have  ufed 

you 
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Schemfeddin  Mohammed,  his  uncle, 
knocked  at  the  door,  and  at  the  fame 
timewentintobid  him  good-morrow. 
'  Bedreddin   Haflan   was  extremely 
furprized   to  fee,  all  of  a  fudden,  a 
man  whom  he  knew  fo  well,  and  who 
now  appeared  with  a  quite  different 
air  from  that  with  which  he  pronoun- 
ced  the   terrible  fentence   of    death 
againfthim.     "  Ah!11  cried  Bedred- 
din. "  it  was  you  who  condemned  me 
fo  unjuftly  to  a  manner  of  death, 
the    thoughts   of  which    make   me 
(brink  ftill;  and  #11  for  a  cream-tart 
without  pepper."  The  vizier  laugh- 
ed heartily;  and,  to  put  him  out  of 
fufpenfe,  told  him  how,  by  the  mi- 
niftry  of  a  Genius,  (for  Boffu's  rela- 
tion had  made  him  fufpect  the  adven- 
ture) he  had  been  at  his  houfe,  and 
had  married  his  daughter  inftead  of 
the  fultan's  groom  of  the  (tables;  he 
then  acquainted  him  that  he  had  dif- 
covered  him  to  be  his  nephew  -by  a 
book  written  by  the  hand  of  Nour- 
reddin  Ali;  and,  purfuant  to  that  dif- 
covery,  had  gone  from  Cairo  to  Bal- 
fora  in  queft  of  him.    "My  dear  ne- 
;  phew,"    added   he,    with   embraces 
and  all  the  marks  of  tendernefs,  "  I 
;  a(k  your  pardon  for  all  I  have  made 
[  you  undergo  fince  I  difcovered  you: 
"  I  had  a  mind  to  bring  you  to  my 
**  houfe  before  I  told  you  your  happi- 
"  nefs,  which  ought  now  to  be  fo  much 
<c  the  dearer  to  you,  having  coft  you  fo 
"  much  perplexity.     TO  atone  for  all 
"  your    afflictions,    comfort   yourfelf 
"  with  the  joy  of  being  in  the  compa- 
"  ny  of  thofe  who  ought  to  be  deareft 
«'  to   you.     While   you   are    dreffing 
yourfelf,    I    will  go   and  acquaint 
your  mother,  who  is  beyond  mea- 
iure  impatient  to  fee  you:  and  will 
likewife  bring    your    fon   to   you, 
whom  you  faw  at  Damafcus,  and  for 
whom  you  (hewed  fo  much  affection 
without  knowing  him." 
«  No  words  are  of  fufficient  energy 
to  exprefs  the  joy  of  Bedreddin  when 
he  faw  his  mother  and  his  fon.  Thefe 
three  embraced,  and  (hewed  all  the 
tranfports  that  love  and   a    moving 
tendernefs    can    infpire.      The  mo- 
ther (poke  to  Bedreddin  Fn  the  moft 
moving   terms;    (he    mentioned    the 
grief  (he  had  felt  for  his  long  abfence, 
and  the  tears  flic  had  (hed.  Little  A- 
gib,  inftead  of  flying  his  father's  em- 
braces, as  at  Damafcus,  Deceived  them 
*  wuh 


4t  you  fo  cruelly  ?  Sure  you  muft  have 
"  committed  fome  enormous  crime.'' 
— "  Not  in  the  lead,"  replied  Bedred- 
'  din;  "  it  was  for  nothing  in  the  world 
*'  but  a  mere  trifle,  the  moft  ridiculous 
"  thing  you  can  think  of.  All  the 
•'  crime  I  was  charged  with,  was  fell- 
'«<  ing  a  cream -tart  that  had  no  pepper 
"  in  it."" — "  As  for  that  matter,"  (aid 

*  thi  beautiful  lady,  laugbing  heartily, 
«*  I  muft  fay  they  did    you  great  in- 
<«<  juftice."— "  Ah,  Madam  !"'  replied 

•  he,    "  that  was  net  all.     For   this 
"  curfed  cream-tart  was  every  thing  in 
*(  my  (hop  broken  to  pieces,  and  myfelf 
"  bound  and  fettered,  and  flung  into  a 
««  cheft,  where  I  lay  fo  clofe,  that  me- 
'«  thinks  I  am  there  ftill.     In  fine,  a 
<f  carpenter  was  fent  for,  and  he  was 
"  ordered  to  get  ready  a  ftake  for  me; 
««  but,  thanks  be  to  God,    all  thefe 
*'  things  are  no  more  than  a  dream!" 

At  this  period  the  approach  , of  day 
obliged  Scheherazade  to  Hop.     Schah- 
riar  could  not  forbear  laughing  at  Bed- 
reddin, for  taking  a  real   thing  for  a 
dream.     *  I  muft  own,'  faid  he,  '  this 
is  a  pleafant  ftoryj  and  1  am  perfuad- 
ed,thatto-morrow  Schemfeddin  Mo- 
hammed and  his  fifter-in-law  will  be 
extremely  pleafed  with  it.' — '  Sir,' 
replied  the  fulunefs,  '  that  I  (hall  have 
the  honour  to  acquaint  you  with  to- 
morrow, if  jyou  fuffer  me   to  live  fo 
long.' 

Upon  this  the  fultan  arofe  without 
faying  one  word:  but  he  had  no  mind 
to  cut  her  head  off  till  he  had  heard  the 
£ory  out. 


NIGHT    CXXII. 


T)  EDREDDIN  was  not eafy all 
JL)  *  night:   he  waked  From  time  to 
time,  and  put  the  queftion  to  himfelf, 
whether  he  dreamed  or  was  awske. 
He  diftrufted  his  felicity;  and  to  be 
fu.re  whether  it  was  true  or  not,  open- 
ed the  curtains,  and  looked  round  the 
room.     "  I  am  not  miftaken,  fure," 
faid  he;   "  this  is  the  fame  chamber 
where  I  entered  inftead  of  the  hunch- 
backed  groom  of  the  ftables;  and  I 
."  am  now  in  bed  with  the  fair  lady  who 
5*  was  defigned  for  him."    Day-light, 
•  which  then  appeared,  had  not  yet  dif- 
,'  pelled  his  uneafinefs,  wh«n  the  vizier 
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with  all  the  marks  of  pleafure.  And 
Bedreddin    Haffan,   divided  between 
two   objects  fo  worthy  of  his  luve,« 
'thought  he  could  not  give  fufficient 
proofs  of  his  affe£Hon. 
'  While  this  pafTed  at  Schemfeddin 
Mohammed's  houfe,  he  went  to  the 
palace,  to  give  the  fultan  an  account 
of  the  happy  fuccefs  of  his  voyage; 
who  was  f'o  charmed  with  the  recital 
of  the  ftory,  that  he  ordered  it  to  be 
taken  down  in  writing,  and  carefully 
preferved  among  the  archives  of  his 
kingdom.     After  SchemfeddiVs  re- 
turn to  his  houfe,  having  prepared  a 
noble  feaft,  he  fat  down  to  table  with 
his  family,  and  all  the  houfhold  paf- 
fed  the  day  in  folemnity  and  mirth.' 
The  vizier  Giafar  having  made  an 
end  of  the  ftory  of  Bedreddin  Haflan, 
toJd  the  caliph  Haroun  Alrafchid,  that 
this  was  what  he  had  to  relate  to  his 
majefty.     The  caliph  found  the  ftory 
fo  furprizing,  that  without  farther  he- 
fitation  he  granted  his  (lave  Rihan's 
pardon:  and  to  condole  the  young  man, 
for  the  grief  of  having  unhappily  de- 


prived himfelf  of  a  woman  whom  he 
loved  fo  tenderly,  married  him  to  one 
of  his  (laves,  beftowed  liberal  gifts  tip- 
on  him,  and  entertained  him  until  he 
died. 

*  But, Sir,*  faid  Scheherazade, obferv- 
ing  that  day  began  to  appear,  *  though 
the  ftory  I  have  now  told  you  be  very 
agreeable,  I  have  one  ftill  that  is 
much  more  fo.  If  your  majefty  will 
pleafe  to  hear  it  the  next  night,  I  am 
certain  you  will  be  of  the  fame  mind." 
Schahriar  rofe  without  giving  any 
anfwer,  and  was  in  a  quandary  what  to 
do.  '  The  good  fultanefs,'  faid  he 
within  himfelf,  '  tells  very  long  fto- 
ries;  and  when  once  (he  begins  one, 
there  is  no  refilling  to  hear  it  out.  I 
cannot  tell  whether  I  (hall  put  her  to 
death  to-day  or  not.  No,  fure,  I  will 
not;  I  will  do  nothing  raftily:  the 
ftory  (he  promifes  is  perhaps  more  di- 
verting than  all  (he  has  told  yet;  I 
will  not  deprive  myfelf  of  the -plea- 
fure of  hearing  itj  when  once  (he  has 
told  it,  the  (hall  then  die/ 


END   QF    THE    FIRST   VOLUME; 
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VOLUME     THE     SECOND. 


NIGHT    CXXIII. 

^s     ^  INARZADE  did  not  fail 
^  $  to  awake  the  fultanefsof 

}ji  D  <f  the  Indies  before  day;  and 
the  ful tan efs,  after  afldng 
leave  of  the  fultan,  began 
the  Itory  (he  had  prcmifed*  to  the  fol- 
lowing purpofe. 


THE    STORY    OF    THE     LITTLE 
HUNCH-BACK. 


was  in  former  times  at 
-*-  Cafgar,  upon  the  utmoft  borders  of 
Xartary,  a  taylor  who  had  a  pretty  wife, 
whom  he  loved  entirely,  and  was  reci- 
procally loved  by  her.  One  day,  as  he 
fat  at  work,  a  little  Hunch-back  My- 
lord  came  and  fat  down  at  the  fhop- 
door,  began  fmging,  and  at  the  fame 
time  played  upon  a  tabor.  The  taylor 
was  pleafed  to  hear  him,  and  had  a 
ftrong  mind  to  takehim  to  his  houfe  to 
make  his  wife  merry.  *  This  little  fel- 
'  low,'  faid  he  to  his  wife,  '  will  divert 
«  us  both  very  agreeably.'  In  fine,  he 
invited  My-lord,  who  readily  accept- 
ed of  the  invitation;  the  taylor  then  (hut 
up  his  (hop,  and  conducted  him  in. 
The  little  gentleman  being  arrived  at 
the  taylor's  houfe,  his  wife  covered  the 
table,  and  they  fat  down  to  fupper  on  a 
good  large  dim  of  fifh;  but  as  they  eat 
heartily,  unluckily  the  little  crooked 
gentleman  fwallowed  a  large  bone,  of 
which  he  died  iv  a  few  mir.utes,  not- 


withftanding  all  the  taylor  and  his  wife 
could  do  to  prevent  it.     Both  the  one 
and  the  other  were  mightily  frightened 
at  the  accident,  efpecially  fmce  it  hap- 
pened in  their  houfe;  and  there  was  rea- 
fon  to  fear,  that  if  the  jurticiary  magif- 
trates  mould  hear  of  it,  they  would  be 
puniflied   as   aflaflins.      However,   the 
hufband    found   an   expedient  to    get 
rid  of   the   corpfe:     recollecting    that 
there  was  a  Jewifh  doctor  who  lived  jull 
by,    he    formed  a   pro'ject,   to  execute 
which  his  wife  and  he  took  the  corpfe, 
the  one  by  the  feet  and  the  other  by  the 
head,  and  carried  it  to  the  phyfician'S 
houfe.    They  knocked  at  the  door,  from 
which  afiended  a  fteep  pair  of  Itairs  to 
his    chamber.     As  foon  as   they  had 
knocked,  the  lervant-maid  came  down 
without  any  light;  and,  opening  the 
door,  aflced  what  they  wanted.     '  Pr'y- 
thee,   go  up  again,'  faid  the  taylor, 
and  tell  .your  mafter  we  have  brought 
him  a  man  that  is  very  fick,  and  wants 
his  advice.     Here,'   putting  a  piece 
of  money  into  her  hand,  '  give  him  that 
before-hand,  to  convince  him  that  we 
have  no  mind  to  make  him  loie  his 
labour.'     While  the  fervant  was  gone 
up  to  acquaint  her  mafter  with  the  wel- 
come news,   the  taylor  and    his    wife 
nimbly    conveyed    the    hunch-back'd 
corpfe  to  the  hea^d  of  the  ftairs;  and, 
leaving  it  there,  ran  off. 

In  the  mean  tijne,  the  maid,  having 
told  the  doctor  that  a  man  and  woman 
ftaid  for  him  at  the  door,  defiring  he 
would  come  down  and  look  upon  a  lick, 
man  they  had  brought  with  them,  and 
2  tbt 
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the  maid  clapping  the  money  (he  had 
received  into  his  hand,  the  doftor  was 
tranfported  with  joy;  being  paid  before- 
hand,  he  thought  it  was  a  good  chap, 
and  (hould  not  be  neglected.     *  Light, 
«  light!'  cried  he  to  the  maid  j  '  follow 
'  me  nimbly.'   However,  without  (lay- 
ing for  the  light,  he  got  to  the  ftair- 
head    in    fuch  hafte,     that   {tumbling 
againft  thecoirpfe,he  gave  it  fuch  a  kick, 
as  made  it  tumble  down  quite  to  the 
ftalr-foot,    and    with-   difficulty   faved 
himfelf.     *  A    light,  a    light!'   cried 
he  to  the  maid,  'quick,  quick!'     At 
3aft  the  maid  came  with  a  light,  and 
he  went   down    flairs  with    her;    but 
when  he  faw  that  the  ftumbling-block 
he  had  kicked  down  was  a  dead  man, 
he  was  fo  frightened,  that  he   invoked 
Mofss,   Aaron,   Jofhua,    and   Efdras, 
and  all  the  other   prophets  of  his  law. 
Unhappy  man  that  I   am!'  faid  he, 
what  induced  me  to  come  down  with  - 
out  a  light!   I  have  e'en  made  an  end 
of  the  fellow  who  was  brought  to  me 
to  be  cured!  Queftionlefs,  I  am   the 
caufe  of  his  death,  and  unlefsEfdras's 
afs*  comes  to  affift  me,   I  am  ruined  : 
mercy  on  me,  they  will  be  here  in- 
ftantly,  and  lug  me  out  of  my  houfe 
for  a  murderer!' 

But,  notwithftanding  the  perplexity 
and  jeopardy  he  was  in, he  had  the  preT 
caution  to  (hut  his  door,  for  fear  any 
one  paffing  by  in  the  ftreet  (hould  ob- 
ferve  the  mifchance,  of  which  he  reck- 
oned himfelf  the  author.  He  then  took 
the  corpfe  into  his  wife's  chamber,  up- 
on which  fhe  fwooned  away.  '  Alas!' 
cried  (he,  «  we  are  utterly  ruined!  un- 
done !  undone!  unlefs  we  fal)  upon 
fome  expedient  or  other  to  turn  the 
corpfe  out  of  our  houfe  this  night ! 
Beyond  all  queftion,  if  we  harbour  it 
here  til)  morning,  our  lives  muft  pay 
for  it.  What  a  fad  mifchance  is  this ! 
Why,  how  did  you  kill  this  man  ?'— - 
That  is  noj:  the  queftion,'  replied  the 
Jew,  *  our  builnefs  now  is  to  find  out  a 
*  remedy  for  fuch  a  (hocking  accident.' 

'  But,  Sir,'  faid  Scheherazade,  «  I 
c  do  not  confider  it  is  day.'  So  fhe 
ftopt,  and  next  night  purfued  her  ftory 
as  follows. 


NIGHT    CXXIV. 

THE  doclor  and  his  wife  confulted 
together  how  to  get   rid  of  the 
dead    corpfe  that  night.     The   do6lor 
racked  his  brain  in  vain;  he  could  not 
think  of  any  ftratagem  to  get  clear:  but 
his  wife,  who  was  more  fertile  in  inven- 
tion,   faid — '  I  have  a   thought   come 
into  my  head:  let's  carry  the  corpfe 
to  the  leads  of  our  houfe,  and  tumble 
it  down  the   chimney  into  the  houfe 
of  the  Muflulman   our  next  neigh- 
bour.' 

This  Muffulman,  or  Turk,  was  one 
of  the  fulun's  purveyors  for  furnifhing 
oil,  butter,  and  all  fcwts  of  fat,  tallow, 
&c.  and  had  a  magazine  in  his  houfe, 
where  the  rats  and  mice  made  prodigi- 
ous havock. 

The  Jewifh  doctor  approving  the  pro- 
pofed  expedient,  his  wife  and  he  took 
the  little  Hunch-back  up  to  the  roof  of 
the  houfe;  and,  clapping  ropes  under 
his  arm- pits,  let  him  down  the  chimney 
into  the  purveyor's  chamber  fo  foftly 
and  dextroufly,  that  he  flood  upright 
againft  the  wall,  as  if  he  had  been  alive. 
When  they  found  he  flood  firm,  they 
pulled  up  the  ropes,  and  left  the  gentle- 
man in  that  pofture.  They  were  fcarce 
got  down  into  their  chamber,  when  the 
purveyor  went  into  his,  being  juftcome 
from  a  wedding-feaft,  with  a  lanthorn. 
in  his  hand.  He  was  mightily  furpriz- 
ed,  when,  by  the  light  of  his  lanthorn, 
he  defcried  a  man  ftanding  upright  in 
his  chimney;  but  being  a  flout  man, 
and  apprehending  it  was  a  thief  or  a 
robber,  he  took  up  a  large  canej  and, 
making  ftraight  up  to  the  Hunch-back 
r— '  Ah,'  faid  he,  «  I  thought  it  was  the 
'  rats  and  mice  that  eat  my  butter  and, 
'  tallow !  And  it  is  you  who  come  down, 
*  the  chimney  to  rob  me,  is  it?  I  quef- 
f  tion  if  ever  you  will  come  again  on 
'  the  fame  errand?'  This  faid,  he  fell 
foul  of  the  man,  and  gave  him  a  good 
many  fwingeing  thwacks  with  his  cane: 
upon  which  the  corpfe  fell  down,  run- 
ning it's  nofe  againft  the  ground,  and 
the  purveyor  redoubled  his  blows:  but, 
obferving  the  body  did  not  move,  he, 
flood  to  confider  a  little;  and  then,  per- 


f  Here  the  Arabian  author  ridicules  the  Jews:  this  afs  is  that  which,  as  the  Maho- 
metans believe,  Efdras  rode  upon  when  he  came  from  the  Babylonian  captivity  to 
Jerpfalexn. 
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egiving  it  was  a  dead  corpfe,  fear  fuc- 
ceeded  his  anger.    *  Wretched  man  that 
I  am!'  faid  he;    '  what  have  I  done  ? 
I  have  killed   a  man!  Alas,   I  have 
carried  my  revenge  too  far !    Good 
God,unlefs  thou  pitieft  me,  my  life  is 
gone!  Curfed,  ten  thoufand  times  ac- 
curfedjbethefatandoil  that  gave  oc- 
cafion to  thecommiffion  of  fo  criminal 
an  aclion.'     In  fine,    he  flood  pale 
and  thunder-ftruck;  he  thought  he  faw 
the  officers  already  come  to  drag  him  to 
«ondign   punifhment,     and    could    not 
think  what  refblution  to  take. 

Here  the  dawning  of  the  morning  in- 
terrupted Scheherazade}  but  next  night 
ihe  proceeded  thus. 


NIGHT    CXXV. 

SIR, 

THE  fultan  of  Cafgar's  purveyor 
did  not  obferve  the  little  gentle- 
roan's  hunch  when  he  was  beating  him, 
but  as  foon  as  he  did,  he  threw  out  a 
thoufand    imprecations    againft    him. 
*  Ah,  you  crooked  Hunch-back!'  cried 
hej  *  you  crooked  fon  of  a  bitch!  would 
to  God  you  had  robbed  me  of  all  my 
fat,  and  I  had  not  found  you  here ! 
If  it  had  been  fo,  I  had  not  been  fo 
much  perplexed  as  I  now  am,  for  the 
fake  of  you  and  your  natty  hunch. 
Oh!  the  ftars  that  twinkle  in  the  hea- 
vens give  light  to  none  but  me   in 
this   dangerous  juncture!'    As  foon 
as  he  had  uttered  thefe  words,  he  took 
the  little  crooked  corpfe  upon  his  fhoul- 
ders,  and    carried  it  out   of  doors  to 
the  end  of  the  ftreet,  where  he  fet  it  up- 
right againft  a  fhop,  and  then  trudged 
home   again   without  looking    behind 
him. 

A  few  minutes  before  the  break  of 
day,  a  Chriftian  merchant,  who  was  ve- 
ry rich,  and  furnifhed  the  fultan's  pa- 
lace with  mort  things  it  wanted;  this 
merchant,  I  fay,  having  fat  up  all  night 
debauching,  ftepped  then  out  of  his 
houfe  to  go  to  bathe.  Though  he  was 
drunk,  he  was  fenfible  that  the  night 
was  far  fpent,  and  that  the  people 
would  quickly  be  called  to  the  morning 
prayers,  that  begin  at  the  break  of  day  j 
he  therefore  quickened  his  pace  to  get 
in  time  to  the  bath,  for  fear  a  Turk, 
meeting  him  in  his  way  to  the  mofque, 
Should  carry  him  to  prifon  for  a  drunk- 


ard.  However,  as  he  came  to  the  end 
of  the  Itreet,  he  flopped  upon  fome  ne- 
ceffary  occafion,  and  leaned  againft  the 
fhop  where  the  fulran's  purveyor  had 
put  the  hunch-backed  corpfe;  and  the 
corpfe  heing  joftled,  tumbled  upon  the 
merchant's  back.  The  merchant  think- 
ing it  was  a  robber  that  came  to  attack 
him,  knocked  him  down  with  a  fwinge- 
ing  box  on  the  ear,  and  after  redoubling 
his  blows,  cried  out— •'  Thieves!' 

The  outcry  alarmed  the  watch,  who 
came  up  immediately;  and,  finding  a 
Chriftian  beatinga  Turk,  (for  Clump- 
back  was  of  our  religion) — '  What  rea- 
'  foil  have  you,'  laid  he,  '  to  abufe  a 

*  Muflulman    after  this   rate?' — 'Ha 

*  would,  have  robbed  me,'  replied  the 
merchant,  '  and  jumped  upon  my  back: 
«  with  intent  to  take  me  by  the  throat.* 
— «  If  he  did,'   faid  the  watch,  «  you 

*  have  revenged  yourfelf  fufficiently  i 
«  come,  get  off  of  him.'     At  the  fame 
time  he  ftretched  out  his  hand  to  help 
little   dump-back    up;  but  obferving 
that  he  was  dead — '  Ah!  hey-day!'  faid 
he  ;  *  is  it  thus  that  a  Chriftian  dares  to 
«  aflafiinatea  Muflulman?'    So  he  laid 
hold  of  the  Chriiiian,   and  carried  him 
to  the  merifTs  houfe,  where  he  was  kept 
till  the  judge  was  ftirring,  and  ready  to 
examine  him.     In  the  mean  time,  the 
Chriftian  merchant  grew  fober,  and  the 
more  he  reflected  upon  his  adventure, 
the  lefs  could  he  conceive  how  i'uch  iin- 
gle  fifty-cuffs  could  kill  the  man. 

The  judge  having  heard  the  report  of 
the  watch,  and  viewed  the  corpfe,  which 
they  had  taken  care  to  bring  to  his 
houfe,  interrogated  the  Chriftian  mer- 
chant upon  it,  and  he  could  not  deny 
the  crime,  though  he  had  not  committed 
it.  But  the  judge  confidering  that  lit- 
tle Crump-back  belonged  to  the  fultan, 
(for  he  was  one  of  his  buffoons)  would 
not  put  tbe  Chriftian  to  death  till  he 
knew  the  fultan's  pleafure.  For  this 
end  he  went  to  the  palace,  and  acquaint- 
ed the  fultan  with  what  had  happened; 
and  received  from  him  this  anfwer— « 
«  I  have  no  mercy  to  (hew  to  a  Chrif- 
'  tian  who  kills  a  Muflulman:  go,  do 

*  youroffice.'     Upon  this  the  judge  or- 
dered a  gibbet  to  be  creeled,  and  lent 
criers  all  over  the  city  to  proclaim  that 
they  were  about  to  hang  a  Chriftian  for 
killing  a  Muflulman. 

In  fine,  the  merchant  was  brought 

out  of  gaol  to  the  foot  of  the  gallows; 

and  the  hangman  having  put  the  rope 

Z  2  about 
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about  his  neck,  was  going  to  give  him  a 
fwing,  when  the  fultan's  purveyor  pu/h- 
ingthrough  the  crowd,  made  up  to  the 
gibbet,  calling  to  the  hangman  to  (top, 
for  that  the  Chriftian  had  cot  commit- 
ted the  murder,  but  himfelf  had  done  it. 
Upon  which  the  Iheriff  who  attended 
the  execution  put  interrogatories  to  the 
purveyor,  who  told  him  every  circum- 
itance  of  his  killing  the  little  Crump- 
back,  and  conveying  his  corpfe  to  the 
place  where  theChriftian  merchant  found 
him.     '  You   were  about,'  added  he, 
to  put  to  death  an  innocent   perfon ; 
for  how  can  he  beguiity  of  the  death 
of  a    man  who  was  dead    before  he 
came  at  him?   My  burden  is  fufficient 
in  having  killed   a    Turk,   without 
loading  my  confcience  with  the  addi- 
tional charge  of  the  death  of  a  Chrif- 
tian  who  is  not  guilty.1 

Scheherazade  perceiving  the  peep  of 
day,  Hopped  here;  and  the  next  night 
relumed  her  ftory  as  follow*. 


NIGHT    CXXVI. 


THE  Sultan  of  Cafgar's  purveyor 
having  publick.ly  charged  himielf 
with  thedeathof  the  little  hunch-back'd 
inan,  the  ftieriff  could  not  avoid  doing 
Juftice  to  the  merchant.  '  Let  the  Chrif- 
'  tian  go,'  faid  he,  '  and  hang  this  man 
'  in  his  room,  fmce  it  appears  by  his 
'  own  confeflion  that  he  is  guilty.' 
Whereupon  the  hangman  releafed  the 
merchant,  and  clapped  the  rope  round 
the  purveyor's  neck}  but  juft  as  he 
was  going  to  pull  him  up,  he  heard  the 
voice  of  the  Jewifh  doctor,  earneftly  en- 
treating him  to  fufpend  the  execution, 
and  make  room  for  him  to  throw  him- 
felf  at  the  foot  of  the  gallows. 

When  he  appeared  before  the  judge 
— {  My  lord,'  faid  he, '  this  Muflulman 
you  are  going  to  hang  is  not  guilty: 
it  all  refts  with  me.  Laft  night  a  man 
and  a  woman  unknown  to  me,  came 
to  my  honfe  with  a  fick  man  they  had 
brought  along  with  them  5  and  knock- 
ing at  my  door,  my  maid  went  and 
opened  it  without  a  light,  and  received 
from  them  a  piece  of  money,  with  a 
com  million  to  come  and  defire  me,  in 
their  names,  to  ftep  down,  and  look 
upon  the  fick  perfon .  While  (he  was 
delivering  her  mrflage  t  ttie,  they 


conveyed  the  fick  perfon  to  the  flair- 
head,  and  then  difappeared.  I  went 
down,  without  ftaying  for  my  fervant 
to  light  a  candle,and  in  the  dark  hap- 
p£ned  to  ftumble  upon  the  fick  per- 
fcn,and  kicked  him  down  ftairs.  In 
fine,  I  faw  he  was  dead,  and  that  it 
was  the  crooked  Muflulman,  whofc 
death  you  are  now  about  to  avenge. 
So  my  wife  and  J  took  the  corpfe, 
and,  after  conveying  it  up  to  the  leads 
of  our  houfe,  moved  it  to  the  roof  of 
the  purveyor's  houfe,  our  next  neigh- 
bour, and  let  it  down  the  chimney 
into  the  chamber.  The  purveyor 
finding  it  in  his  houfe,  took  the 
little  man  for  a  thief;  and  after 
beating  him,  concluded  he  had 
killed  him  5  but  that  it  was  not 
fo,  you  will  be  convinced  by  this 
my  depofition;  fo  that  I  am  the  only 
author  of  the  murder :  and  though  it 
was  committed  undefignedly,  I  have 
refolved  to  expiate  my  crime  by  keep- 
ing clear  of  the  charge  of  the  deajh  of 
two  MurTulmen,  and  hinder  you  from 
executing  the  fultan's  purveyor,whofe 
innocence  I  have  now  revealed.  So 
pray  difmifs  him,  and  put  me  in  his 
place,  for  I  alone  am  the  caufe  of  the 
death  of  the  little  man.' 

The  fultanefs  defcrying  day,  difcon- 
tinued  her  Itory  till  the  next  night, 
when  (he  proceeded  in  the  following 


NIGHT     CXXVII. 


SIR, 

THE  chief- juftice being  perfuaded 
that  the  Jewifh  doctor  was  the 
»nurderer,gave  orders  to  the  executioner 
to  feizehim,  and  releafe  the  purveyor. 
Accordingly  the  doctor  was  juft  going 
to  be  hung  up,  when  the  taylor  appear- 
ed, crying  to  the  executioner  to  hold 
his  hand,  and  make  room  for  him,  that 
he  might  come  and  make  his  confeffion 
to  the  jord- juftice;  which  being  done— 
My  lord,'  faid  he  to  the  judge,  *  you 
have  narrowly  efcaped  taking  away 
the  lives  of  three  innocent  perlbns; 
but  if  you  will  have  patience  to  hear 
me,  I  will  difcover  to  you  the  real 
murderer  of  the  crook-backed  man., 
If  his  death  is  to  be  expiated  by  ano- 
ther, that  muft  be  mine.     Yefterday 
towards  the  evening, as  I  was  at  work 
<  ia 
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in  my  (hop,  and  pretty  merry,  the  lit- 
tle Hunch-back  came  to  my  door  half 
drunk,  and  fat  down  before  it.  He 
began  to  fing,  fo  I  invited  him  to 
pals  the  evening  at  my  houfe.  Ac- 
cordingly, he  accepted  or  the  invita- 
tion, and  went  with  me.  We  fat 
down  to  fupper,  and  I  gave  him  a  plate 
of  fi(h;  but,  in  eating,  a  bone  (luck 
in  his  throat-,  and  though  my  wife 
and  I  did  our  utmoft  to  relieve  him, 
he  died  in  'a  few  minutes.  His  death 
affected  us  extremely}  and  for  fear  of 
being  charged  yvith  it,  we  carried  the 
corpfe  to  the  Jewifh  doctor's  houfe, 
and  knocked  at  the  door.  The  maid 
coming  down  and  opening  it,  I  de- 
fired  her  to  go  up  again  forthwith, 
and  afk  her  mafter  to  come  down  and 
give  his  advice  to  a  fick  perfon  that 
we  had  brought  along  with  us;  and 
withal,  to  encourage  him,  I  charged 
her  to  give  him  a  piece  of  money, 
which  I  put  into  her  hand.  When 
fhe  was  gone  up  again,  I  carried 
Hunch-back  up  flairs,  and  laid  him 
upon  the  uppermost  ftep,  and  then  my 
wife  and  I  made  the  bed  of  our  way 
home.  The  doctor,  in  coming  down, 
kicked  the  corpfe  down  flairs,  and 
thereupon  he  took  himfelf  to  be  the 
author  of  his  death.  Now  this  being 
the  cafe,'  continued  he,  *  releafe  the 
doctor,  and  let  me  die  in  his  room.' 
The  chief-juftice,  and  all  the  fpefta- 
tors,  could  not  fufllciently  admire  the 
Itrange  emergencies  that  en  died  upon 
the  death  of  the  little  crooked  gentle- 
wan.  '  Let  the  Jewifh  doctor  go,' 
laid  the  judge,  '  and  hang  up  the  tay- 

*  lor,  fince  he  confeffes  the  crime.     It 

*  is  certain  this  hiftory  is  very  uncom- 

*  mon,  and  deferves  to  be  recorded  in 
*.  letters   of   gold.'     The    executioner 
having  difmiffcd  the  doctor,  made  every 
thing  ready  to  tie  up  the  taylor. 

•  But,  Sir,'  laid  the  fulranefs,  '  I 
'  fee  day  appears,  and  fo  I  adjourn  the 
'  ftory  till  to •  morrow.' 

The  iultan  agreed  to  her  propofal, 
and  rofe  and  went  about  ins  bulintls. 


NIGHT    CXXVIII. 

THE   fultanefs,  being  awaked  by 
her  fitter,   refumsd  her  ftory  a* 
follows. 


While  the  executioner  was  making 
ready  to  hang  up  the  taylor,  the  Sultan 
of  Cafgar,  wanting  the  company  of  his 
crooked  jefter,  aflced  where  he  was.  One 
cf  his  officers  anfwered — '  The  Hunch- 
back,Sir,  whom  you  enquire  after,got 
drunk  laft  night;  and,  contrary  to  his 
cuftom,  flipped  out  of  the  palace,  and 
went  a  fauntering  in  the  city,  and 
this  morning  was  found  dead.  A. 
man  was  brought  before  the  chief- 
juftice,  and  charged  with  the  murder 
of  him}  but  as  he  was  going  to  be 
hanged,  up  came  a  man,  and  after 
him  another,  who  took  the  charge 
upon  thernfelves,  and  cleared  each 
other.  The  examination  has  conti- 
nued a  long  while;  and  the  judge  is 
now  interrogating  a  third  man  who 
avows  hirnfelf  the  real  author  of  the 
murder.' 

Upon  this  intelligence  the  Sultan  of 
Cafgar  fent  a  huflar  to  the  place  of  exe- 
cution. •  Go,'  faid  he  to  his  meffen- 
ger,  *  make  all  the  hafte  you  can,  and 
'  bring  the  arraigned  perfon s  before  me 

*  immediately;   and  withal   bring  the 
'  corpfe  of  poor  Crump  back,  that   I 

*  may  fee  him  once   more.'     Accord- 
ingly the  huflar  went,  and  happened  to 
arrive  at  the  place  of  execution  at  the 
time  that  the  executioner  was  going  fo 
tie  up  the  taylor.  He  cried  aloud  to'the 
executioner  to  fufpend  the  execution. 
The  hangman  knowing  the  hufi'ir,  did 
not  dare  to  proceed,  but  untied  the  tay- 
lor; and  then  the  hufTar  acquainted  the 
Judge  with  the  fuj tan's  plea fu re*     The 
judge  obeyed,  and  went  ftraight  to  the 
palace,  accompanied  by  the  taylor,  the 
Jewifli  doctor,  and  the  Chriii:an  mer- 
chant; and  made  tour  of  his  men  cany 
the  hunch  corpfe  along  with  him. 

When  they  appeared  before  the  ful- 
tan,  the  judge  threw  himieif  at  the 
prince's  feet;  and  after  recovering  him- 
felf, gave  him  a  faithful  relation  of 
what  he  knew  of  the  Ooiy  of  thecruaip- 
backed  man.  The  fultan  found  the! 
ftory  fo  uncommon,  that  he  ordered 
his  private  hifiorians  to  write  it,  with 
all  it's  circumftances.  Then  addrdling 
himfdf  to  the  audience — '  Did  you 
'  ever  hear,"  faid  he,  (  fuch  a  furpriz- 
1  ing  ftoiy  as  this  which  has  happened 
'  on  the  account  of  my  little  crooked 
«  buffoon  T  The  Chriilian  n;erch<»r,r 
then, 
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then,  after  falling  down,  and  faluting 

the  earth  with  his  forehead,   fpolce  in 

the  following  manner:  '  Moft  puiflant 

monarch/  faid  he,  '  I  know  a  ftory 

yet  more  aftonifhing  than  that  you 

have  now  fpoke  of;  if  your  majefty 

will  give  me  leave,  I  will  tell  it  you. 

The  circumftances  are  fuch,  that  no- 

body can  hear  them  without  being 

moved/  —  «  Well,'  faid  the  fultan, 

I  give  you  leave/  and  the  merchant 

went  on  as  follows. 


THE  STORY  TOLD  BY  THE  CHRIS- 
TIAN MERCHANT. 

*  SIR, 

*  T)E F O RE  I  commence  the  recital 
•*^  *  of  the  ftory  you  have  allowed 
me  to  tell,  I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you, 
that  I  have  not  the  honour  to  be  born 
in  a  place  that  belongs  to  your  maje- 
fty's  empire.  I  am  a  ftranger,  born 
at  Cairo  in  Egypt,  one  of  the  Cop- 
tick  nation,  and  a  profe'flbr  of  the 
Chriftian  religion.  My  father  was  a 
broker,  and  poflefled  a  good  eftate, 
which  he  left  meat  his  death.  I  fol- 
lowed his  example,  and  took  up 
the  fame  employment.  One  day,  at 
Cairo,  as  1  was  (landing  in  the  pub- 
lick  apartment  for  the  corn-mer- 
chants, there  came  up  to  me  a  young 
handfome  man,  well  clad,  and  mount- 
ed upon  an  afs.  He  faluted  me;  and, 
pulling  out  his  handkerchief,  where 
he  had  a  fample  of  fefame  and  Turkey 
corn,  afked  me  what  a  bumel  of  fuch 
fefame  would  fetch/ 


Scheherazade  perceiving  day,  flop- 
ped here;  but  the  next  night  went  on 
in  the  following  manner. 


NIGHT    CXXIX. 

1 1 R,"  continued  the  Chriftian  mer- 

I  chant  to  the  Sultan  of  Cafgar,  '  I 

examined  the  corn  which  the  young 

man  (hewed  me,  and  told  him  it  was 

worth  a  hundred  drachms  of  filver 

per  bufhel.  «  Pray,"  faid  he,  "  look 

'  out  for  fome  merchant  to  take  it  at 

"  that  price,  and  come  to  me  at  the 

"  Victory- gate,  where  you  will  fee  a 

t(  hut  at  a  diftance  from  the  houfes/* 

<  He  then  left  me,  and  I  (hewed  the 

*  fample  to  feveral  merchants,  who  told 


'  me  that  they  would  take  as  muck  as 
«  I  could  fpare  at  an  hundred  and  ten 
'  drachms  per  bufhel,fo  that  I  made  art 
«  account  to  get  ten  drachms  per  bu(hel 

*  for  my  brokerage.     Full  of  the  ex- 
c  peflations  of  this  profit,  I  went  forth - 
«  with   to  the  Viftory-gate,  where   I 

*  found  the  young  merchant  (laying 
'  for  me,  and  he  carried  me  into  his 
'  granary,  which  was  full  of  fefame. 
'  He  had  an  hundred  and  fifty  bumels 
«  of  it,  which   1   meafured   out;  and 

*  having  carried  them  off  upon  affes, 
'  fold  them  for  five  thoufand  drachm* 

*  of  filver.    "  Now  out  of  this  Cum/* 
'  faid  the  young  man,  "  there  are  five 
"  hundred  drachms  coming  to  you,  at 
"  the  rate  of  ten  drachms  per  bufhel. 
"  I  order  you  to  take  and  apply  them 
"  to  your  own  ufe;  and  as  for  the  reft, 
ft  which  is  to  come  to  me,  do  you  take 
"  it  out  of  the  merchant's  hand,  and 
«'  keep  it  till  I  call  for  it,  for  I  have 
"  no  occafion  for  it  at  prefent."     I 
'  made  anfwer,  it  fliould  be  ready  for 

*  him  whenever  he  pleafed  to  call;  and 
'  fo  took  leave  of  him,  with  a  grateful 

*  fenfe  of  his  generofity. 

'  It  was  a  month  after  before  he 
'  came  near  me:  he  then  aflced  for  his 
'  four  thoufand  five  hundred  drachms 
'  of  filver.  I  told  him  they  were  rea- 

*  dy,  and  fhould  be  told  down  to  him 

*  in  a  minute.     He  was  then  mount- 
'  ed  on  his  afs,  therefore  I  defired  him 

*  to  alight,  and  do  me  the  honour  to 

*  eat  a  mouthful  with  me  before  he  re- 

*  ceived  the  money.     ««  No,"  faid  he, 
"  I  cannot  alight  at  prefent,  I  have  ur- 
"  gent  bufmeis  that  obliges  me  to  be  at 
"  a  place  juft  by  here;  but  I  will  return 
"  this  way,  and  then  take  the  money, 
"  which  I  defne  you  would  have  in 
11  readinefs."     This   faid,    he  difap- 
'  peared,  and  I  ftill  expefted  his  return; 
'  but  it   was  a  full  month  before  he 

*  came  again.     I  thought   to   myfelf 
«  the  young  man  repofed  a  great  tru ft 
'  in  me,  by  leaving  fo  great  a  fum  in 
'  my  hands  without  knowing  me;  any 

*  one  elfe  would   have  been  afraid  I 

*  (hould  have  run  away  with  it.     To 
«  be  ihort,  however,  he  came  again  at 
«  the  end  of  the  third  month,  and  was 

*  ftill  mounted  on  his  afs;  but  finer  in 

*  his  cloaths  than  before/ 

Scheherazade,  perceiving  day-light, 
went  no  farther  for  this  night;  but  on 

the 


ARABIAN  NIGHTS  ENTERTAINMENTS.       l8l 


the  fucceeding  one  (he  proceeded  as 
follows. 


NIGHT    CXXX. 

<      A    S  foon  as  I  faw  the  young  man,' 
jTjL  continued  the  Chriftian  mer- 
chant to  the  Sultan  of  Cafgar,  '  I  en- 
treated him  to  alight,  and  afked  him 
if  he  would  not  take  his  money:  "Itis 
no  matter  for  that,"  faid  he  with  a 
pleafant  eafy  air,  "  I  know  it  is  in 
c  good  hands;  I  will  come  and  take 
1  it  when  my  other  money  is  all  gone. 
c  Adieu,"    continued   he,    "    I   will 
"  come  again  towards  the  latter  end  of 
«'  the  week."  With  that  he  clapped  his 
«  fpurs  to  the  afs,    and  went   away. 
"  Well,"  thought  I  to  myfelf,  "  he 
'«  fays  he  will  fee  me  towards  the  lat- 
"  ter  end  of  the  week,  but  it  is  likely 
"  I  may  not  fee  him  a  great  while;  I 
"  will  go  and  make  the  mod  of  his 
"  money,  and  (hall  get  a  good  penny 
«'  by  it." 

'  And,  as  it  happened,  I  was  not  out 

*  in  my  conjecture;  for  it  was  a  full 
'  year  before  I  faw  my  young  merchant 

*  again.     Then    he   appeared  indeed, 
'  with  richer  apparel  than  before,  but 
«  was  very  thoughtful.     I  afked  him 
'  to  do  me  the  honour  to  walk  into  my 
'  houfe.  "  For  this  lime,"  replied  he, 
"  I  will  go  in:  but  upon  this  condi- 
"  tion,  that  you  (hall  put  yourfelf  to 
"  no  extraordinary  charge  xipon  my 
"  account."—"  That  (hall  be  as  you 
"  pleafe,"  faid  Ij  "  only  do  me  the 
"  favour  to  alight  and  walk  in."   Ac- 
'  cordingly  he  complied;  and  I  gave 
'  orders  for  fomefortof  entertainment; 

*  and  while  that  was  preparing,  we  fell 

*  into  difcourfe  together.     When  the 

*  victuals    were    got    ready,    we    fat 
'  down  to  table.     As  he  eat  the  firft 

*  mouthful,  I  obferved  he  fed  himfelf 

*  with  the  left-hand,  and  not  with  the 

*  right.  I  could  not  tell  what  to  think 
'  of  it.  "  Ever  fince  I  knew  this  young 
*'  man,"  thought  I  within  myfelf,  "  he 
«*  always   appeared  very  polite;  is  it 
"  poflible  he  can  do  this  out  of  con- 
"  tempt  for  me?  What  can  be  the  mat- 
s'* ter  that  he  does  not  make  ufe  of  his 
"  right-hand?" 

Scheherazade  perceivingthe  approach 
cf  day,  difcontinued  her  ftory;  but  the 
next  night  foe  re-commenced  it  as  fol- 
lows, 
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SIR, 

THE   Chriftian  merchant  was   it 
great  pain  to  know  why  his  gueft 
cat  with  the  left-hand. 

'  After  we  had  done  eating,""  faid  he, 

*  and  every  thing  was  taken  away,  we 
'  fat  down  upon  a  fofa,  and  I  prefent- 
'  ed  him  with  a  lozenge  that  was  excel- 
'  lent  for  giving  a  fweet  breath,  but  he* 

•«  ftilltookit  with  his  left-hand.  Then 

*  I  accofted  him  in  this  manner:  "Sir, 
"  pray  pardon  the  liberty  I  take  in 

*  afking  you  what  reafon  you  have  for 
"  not  making  ufe  of  your  right-hand. 
"  It  is  likely  you  havefome  diforderin 
<(  that  hand?"     Inftead  of  anfwering, 
1  he  fetched  a  deep  figh;  and,  pulling 

*  out  his  right-arm,  which  he  had  hi- 

*  therto  kept  under  his  garment,  fhew- 

*  ed  me,  to  my  great  aftonifliment,  that 

*  his  hand  had  been  cut  off.  *'  Doubt- 
*{  lefs  you  were  alarmed,"  faid  he,  "  to 
"  fee    me  feed  myfelf  with  the  left- 
"  hand;  but    I   leave   you   to  judge, 
"  whether  it  was  in   my  power  to  do 
"  otherwife."— "  May  one  afk  you," 

*  faid  I,  ««  by  what  mifchance  it  was 
"  that  you  loft  your  right-hand?"  Up- 
'  on  which  he  fell  into  tears;  and,  after 

*  wiping  his  eyes,  gave  me  the  follow - 
'  ing  relation. 

'  You  muft  know,'  faid  he,  «  that 
'  I  am  a  native  of  Bagdad,  the  (on  of  a 
'  rich  father,  the  moft  noted  man  in 
'  that  city,  both  for  quality  and  for 
'  riches.  I  had  fcarce  launched  into  the 

*  world, when  falling  into  the  company 
«  of  travellers,  and  hearing  wonders 
«  told  of  Egypt,  efpecially  of  Grand 
«  Cairo,  I  was  moved  by  their  difcourfe 

<  and  took  a  longing  defire  to  travel 
«  thither.     My  father  was  then  alive, 

*  who  did  not  think  proper  to  give  me 
'  leave.     But  he  died  foon  after;  and 

<  thereupon  being  mafter  of  myfelf,  I 
«  refolved  to  take  a  journey  to  Cairo. 
'  I  laid  out  a  large  fum  of  money  up- 
«  on  feveral  forts  of  fine  ftuffs  at  Bag- 
«  dad  and  Moflbul,  and  then  under- 

*  took  my  journey. 

*  Arriving  at  Cairo,  I  went  to  th« 
'  khan  called  the  Khan  of  Mefrour, 

*  and  there  took  lodgings,  with  a  ware- 

*  houfe  for  my  bales,  which  I  brought 
1  upon  camels.     This  done,  I  retired 
«  to  my  chamber,  to  reft  myfelf  after 
'  the  fatigue  of  my  journey,  and  or- 
?  dered  my  fervants  to  go  and  buy  fome 

*  provifion» 
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provinons  and  drefs  them.  After  I 
had  eat,  I  went  and  faw  the  caftie, 
fome  mofques,  publick  places,  and 
the  other  things  that  were  curious. 
'  Next  day  I  drefTed  myfelf  pretty 
handfomely,  and  ordered  fome  of  the 
fined  and  richeft  of  my  bales  to  be 
picked  out  and  carried  by  my  flaves 
to  the  Circaflian  bezeftein,  whither 
I  went  myfelf.  I  no  fooner  got  thi- 
ther, than  I  was  furrounded  with 
brokers  and  criers,  who  had  heard  of 
my  arrival.  I  gave  patterns  of  my 
ftufis  to  feveral  of  the  criers,  who 
carried  and  fhewed  them  all  over  the 
bezeftein;  but  none  of  the  merchants 
offered  me  near  fo  much  as  they  coft 
me,  without  theexpence  of  carriage. 
This  vexed  me,  and  the  criers  obferv- 
ing  I  was  difiatisfied — "If  you  will 
take  our  advice,"  faid  they,  "  we 
will  put  you  in  a  way  to  fell  your 
fluffs  without  lofmg  by  them." 


Here  Scheherazade  ftopt  upon  the 
approach  of  day,  but  the  next  night 
\venton  as  follows, 

N  I  G  II  T    CXXXII. 

[-IE    brokers  and  criers,'  faid 
the  young  man  to  the  Chriftian 
merchant,  «  having  thus  promifed  to 
put  me  in  a  way  of  lofmg  nothing 
by  my   goods,  I   afked  them  what 
courfe    they  would    have   me    take. 
'  Divide  your  goods,"  faid  they,  "  a- 
'  mong  feveral  merchants,  and  they 
f  will  fell  them  by  retail;  and  twice  a 
'  week,  that  is,  on  Mondays  and Tuef- 
days,  you  may  receive  what  money 
they  take.    By  this  means  you  will 
gain  inftead  of  lofmg,  and  the  mer- 
chants will  get  by  you.  And  in  the 
mean  while  you  will  have  time  to 
take    your  pleafure,  and  walk    up 
and  down  the  town,  or  go  upon  the 
Nile." 

«  I  took  their  ad  vice,and  carried  them 
to  my  warehoufe}  from  whence  I 
brought  all  my  goods  to  the  bezeftein, 
and  there  divided  them  among  fuch 
merchants  as  they  reprefented  moft 
reputable  and  beft  able  to  pay;  and 
the  merchants  gave  me  a  formal  re- 
ceipt before  witneffes,  ftipulating 
withal,  that  I  fhouid  not  make  any 
demands  upon  them  for  the  firfl 
month. 
*  Having  thus  regulated  my  affairs, 


'  my  mind  was  taken  up  with  other 
f  forts  of  things  than  ordinary  plea- 
'  fures.  I  contracted  friendfhips  with 

*  divers  perfons  almoft  of  the  fame  age 

*  with  mylelf,  who  took  care  that  I  did 
«  not  want   company.     After  the  full 
'   month  was  expired,  I  began  to  vifit 
t  my  merchants  twice  a  week,   taking 

*  along  with  me  a  publick  officer  to  in- 
c  fpeft  their  books  of  fale,  and  a  bank- 
'  er  to  fee  that  they  paid  me  in  good 
'  money,  and  to  regulate  the  value  of 
'  the  feveral  fpecies ;  andfo,  every  pay- 
'  day,  I  had  a  good  fum  of  money  to 
'  carry  home  to  my  lodging.     I  went 
'  neverthelefs  on  the  other  days,  to  pafs 
'  the  morning  fometimes  at  a  merchant's 

*  houfe,  and  fometimes  at  fome  other 
'  perfon's.     In  fine,  I  diverted  myfelf 

*  in  converfing  with  one  or  other,  and 
f  feeing  what  patted  in  the  bezeftein. 

*  One  Monday,  as  I  fat  in  a   mer- 
'  chant's  fhop,  whofe  name  was  Bed- 

*  reddin,    a   lady  of  quality,    as  one 

*  might  eafily  perceive  by  her  air,  her 
'  habit,  and  her  beingattended  by  a  fhe- 
'  flave  in  neat  cloaths;    this  lady,    I 
«  fay,  came  into  the  fhop,  and  fat  down 

*  by   me.     Her  external    appearance, 
'  joined  to  a  natural  grace  that  fhined 

*  through  all  fhe  did,  infpired  me  with 
'  a  longing  defire  to  be  better  acquaint- 
'  ed  with  her.    I  was  at  a  lofs  to  know 
'  whether   fhe  obferved  that   I  took  a 
'  pleafure  in  gazing  on    her,-  but  fhe 

*  tucked  up  the  crape  that  hung  down 
«  over   the   muflin  which  covered  her 
«  face,  and  gave  me  the  opportunity  of 
'  feeing  her  large  black  eyes,  which 
'  perfectly  charmed  me.     In  fine,  fhe 
'  raifed  my  love  to  it's  height  by  the 
<  agreeable  found  of  her  voice,  and  her 
'  genteel  graceful  carriage,  in  fainting 
'  the  merchant,  and  afking  him  how 
'  he  did  fince  fhe  faw  him  laft. 

*  After  entertaining  him  fome  time 

*  upon  indifferent  things,  fhe  gave  hi nj 

*  to  know  that  fhe  wanted  a  fort  of  fluff 

*  with  a  ground  of  gold;  that  fhe  came 
'  to  his  fhop,  as  affording  the  beft  choics 
'  of  any  in  all  the  bezellein;  and  that, 

*  if  he  had  any  fuch  as  fhe  afked  for, 
'  he  would  oblige  her  in  fhewingthem. 
«  Bedreddin  fhewed  her  feveral  pieces, 
'  one    of    which    fhe    pitched    upon, 
'  and  he  afked  for  it  eleven   hundred- 
'  drachms  of  filver.     "  I  agree,"  laid 

*  fhe,  "  to  give  you  fo  much, but  I  have 
"  not  money  enough  about  me;  fothat 
*«  I  hope  you'll  give  me  credit  till  to- 

"  morrow, 
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fc  morrow,  and  in  the  mean  time  allow 
*'  me  to  carry  away  the  fluff.  I  (hall 
"  not  fail,"  added  (he,  ««  to  fend  you 
*'  to-morrow  the  eleven  hundred 
"  drachm  si  agreed  for." — "Madam," 
faid  Bedreddin,  "  I  would  give  you 

*  credit  with  all  my  heart,  and  allow 
you  to  take  away  the  ftiiff,  if  it  were 
mine  ;  hut  it  belongs  to  that  young 

'  man  you  fee  here,  and  this  is  the  day 
'  on  which  we  ftate  our  accounts."-— 
'  Why,"  faid  the  lady  i-n  a  furprize, 
1  why  do  you  offer  to  ufe  me  fo  ?  Am 
'  not,I  a  cuftomer  to  your  (hop?  And 
c  as  often  as  I  have  bought  of  you,  and 
'  carried  home  the  things  without  pay- 
t  ing  ready- money  for  them,  did  I 
'  ever  fail  to  fend  you  your  money  next 
<  morning  ?" — "  Madam,"  faid  the 

merchant,  "  it  is  true,  but  this  very 
f  day  Ihaveoccafion  for  the  money."— 
c  There,"  faid  me,  throwing  the  piece 

at  him,  "  take  your  (tuff:  may  God 

*  confound  you  and  all  the  merchants 
c  that  are!  You  are  all  of  you  of  one 

*  kidney;    you      refpeft     nobody!" 
This  (aid,  ftie  rofe  up  in  a  paffion, 
and  walked  out.' 


Scheherazade,  perceiving  day,  dif- 
continued  the  ftory  till  the  next  night, 
when  (he  proceeded  as  follows. 


NIGHT     CXXXIII. 

TH  E  Chriftian  merchant  continued 
his  ftory  thus:  'When  I  faw,' 
faid  the  young  man,  *  that  the  lady 
walked  off,  I  found  in  my  bread  a 
great  concern  for  her;  fo  I  called  her 
back,  crying — "  Madam,  dome  the 
favour  to  return,  perhaps -I  can  find 
a  way   to  Content   you  both."     In 
fine,  back  me  came,  faying, it  was  for 
the  love   of  me   that   fhe  complied. 
Mr.  Bedreddin,"  faid  I  to  the  mer- 
chant, "  what  do  you  fay  you  muft 
have  for  this  ftuff  that  belongs  to 
me  ?" — "  I  muft  have,"  faid  he,"  ele- 
ven hundred  drachms,  I  cannot  take 
lefs." — "  Give  it  to  the  lady  then," 
faid  I  "let  hei  take  it  home  with  her: 
I  allow  a  hundred  drachms  profit  to 
yourfelf,  and  fhall  now  write  you  a 
note,  empowering  you  to   difcount 
that  fum  upon  the  other  goods  you 
have  of  mine."      In   fine,  I  wrote, 
figned,  and  delivered  the  note,  and 


«  then   handed  the    fluff  to  the  lady. 
t(  Madam,"  faid  I,  "  you  may  take 
"  the  fluff  with  you;  and  as  for  the 
"  money,  you   may  either  fend  it  to- 
fc  morrow  or  next  day;  or,  if  you  will, 
"  accept  the  ftuff  as  aprefentfrom  me." 
— '*  I  beg  your  pardon,  Sir,"  faid  (he; 
"  I  meant  nothing  of  that:  you  ufe 
"  me  fo  very  civilly  and  obligingly, 
"  that  I  never  ought  to  (hew  my  face 
:  in  the  world  again,  if  I  did  not  (hew 
my  gratitude  to  you.    May  God  re- 
ward you,  in  enlargingyour  fortune; 
may  you  live  many  years  when  I  am 
dead;  may  the  gate  of   Heaven   be 
opened  to  you  when  you  remove  to 
the  other  world ;  and  may  all  the  ci- 
ty proclaim  your  generofity  !" 
*  Thefe  words  infpired  me  with  fome 
affurance.     "  Madam,*'  faid  I,  "  I 
defire  no  other  reward  for  what  fer- 
vice  I  have  done  you,  than  the  hap- 
pinefs   of  feeing  your  face,  which 
will  repay  me  with  intereft."     I  had 
no  (boner  (poke,  than  (he  turned  to- 
wards me,  took  off  the   muflin  that 
covered  her  face,  and  difcovered  to 
my  eyes  a  killing  beauty.     I  was  fo 
ftruck  with  the  furprizing  fi^ht,  that 
I  could  not  exprefs  my  thoughts  to 
her.     I    could    have    looked    upon, 
her  for   ever  without  being   cloyed; 
but  fearing  any  one  mould  take  no- 
tice, fhe  quickly   covered  her  face, 
and,  pulling  down  the  crape,  took  up 
the  piece  of  ftuff,    and  went  away, 
leaving  me  in  a  quite  different  fort  of 
temper  from  what  I  was  in  when  I 
cameto  the  (hop.  Icontinued  for  fome 
time  in  great  diforder  and  perplexity. 
Before  I  took  leave  of  the  merchant, 
I  afked  him,  if  he  knew  the  ladyj 
Yes,"  faid  he,  "  (he  is  the  daughter 
of  an  emir,  who  left  her  an  immenfe 
fortune  at  his  death." 
'  I  went  home,  and  fat  down  to  fup- 
per,  but  could  not  eat,  neither  could, 
1  (hut  my  eyes  ail  the  night  long;    J 
thought  it  the  longeit  I  had  ever  paf- 
fed.    As  foon  as  it  was  day,  I  got  up, 
in  hopes  to  fee  once  more  the  obje6l 
that  difturbed  my  repofe;  and,  to  en- 
gage her  affection,   I  dreffed  myfelf 
yet  more  nicely  than  I  had  done  the 
day  before.' 


Scheherazade,  perceiving  dsy,  flopped 
here;  but  went  on  next  night  as  fol- 
lows. 

A  a  NIGHT 
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SIR, 

THE  young  Bagdad  merchant,  re- 
counting his  adventures   to  the 
Chriftian  merchant,  continued  thus. 

«  I  had  but  juft  got,'  faid  he,  «  to. 
c  Bedreddin's  mop,  when  I  faw  the 
'  lady  coming  in  more  magnificent  ap- 

*  parel  than  before,  and  attended  by 

*  her  flave.     When  me  came  in,  (he 

*  did  not  mind  the  merchant,  but  ad- 
'  drefiing  herfelf  to  me — "  Sir,"  faid 
'  flie,  "  you  fee  I  am  pundlual  to  my 
*'  word  ;  I  am  come  on  purpofe  to  pay 
*f  the  fum  you  were  fo  kind  as  to  pafs 
1 '  your  word  for  yefterday,  though  you 
"  had  no  knowledge  of  me.     Such  an 
**  uncommon  piece  of  generofity  I  (hall 
tc  never  forget!" — "  Madam,"  faid  I, 
tc  you  had  no  occafion  to  be  fo  hafty  ; 
<(  I  was  well  fatisfied  as  to  my  money, 
<{  and  am  forry  you  fliould  put  your- 
*'  felf  to  fo  much  trouble  about  it." — 
"  I  had  been  very  unjuft,"  anfwered 

*  fhe,  "  if  I  had  abufed  your  gene- 
•*  rofity."     With  thefe  words,  me  put 
'  the  money  into  my  hand,   and  fat 

*  down  by  me. 

*  Having  this  opportunity  of  con- 

*  verfmg  with  her,  1  made  the  beft  ufe 
'  of  it,  and  mentioned  to  her  the  love 
'  I  had  for  her  ;  but  (he  rofe,  and  left 
'  me  very  abruptly,  as  if  (he  had  been 
'  angry   with   the   declaration    I   had 

*  mad,e.     I  followed  her  with  my  eyes  j 
'  and  (he  was  no  fooner  out  of  fight 
«  than  I  took  leave  of  the  merchant, 

*  and  walked  out  of  the  bezeftein,  with- 

*  out  knowing  whither  I'went.     I  was 
'  mufing  upon  this  adventure,  when  I 

*  felt   fcmebody   pulling   me  behind  ; 
«  and  turning  about  to  fee  who  it  was,, 
'  I  had  the  agreeable  furprize  to  per- 
«  ceiveitwas  the  lady's  (lave.     "My 
"   miftiefs,"  faid  the  flave,  «'  I  mean 
"  the  young  lady  you  fpoke  with  but 
"   now  in  the  merchant's  (hop,  wants 

to  fpeak  one  word  with  you  ;  fo,  if 
you  pleafe  to  give  yourfelf  the  trou- 
ble to  follow  me,  I  will  conduit 
you."  Accordingly  I  followed  her, 
and  found  my  miiirefs  waiting,  for 
me  in  a  banker's  mop. 
'  ^h>;  made  me  fit  down  by  her,  and 
fpoke  to  this  purpofe.  "  Dear  Sir," 
laid  (he,  "  do  not  be  furprized  that  I 
left  you  fo  abruptly.  I  thought  it 


not  proper,  before  that  merchant,  *-y 
give  a  favourable  anfwer  to  the  dif- 
covery  you  made  of  your  affection 
for  me.  But,  to  fpeak  the  truth,  I 
was  fo  far  from  being  offended  at  it, 
that  I  was  pleafed  when  I  heard  it; 
and  I  account  myfelf  infinitely  happy 
in  having  a  man  of  true  merit  for 
my  lover.  I  do  not  know  what  im- 
preflion  the  firft  fight  of  me  could 
make  upon  you 5  but  I  affure  you,  I 
no  fooner  faw  you  than  I  had  tender 
thoughts  of  you.  Since  yefterday  I 
have  done  nothing  but  think  of  what 
you  faid  to  me  ; ,  and  the  hafte  I 
made  to  come  and  find  you  out  this 
morning  may  convince  you  I  have 
no  fmall  regard  for  you."—"  Ma- 
dam," faid  I,  tranfported  with  love 
and  joy,  "  nothing  can  be  mors 
agreeable  to  me  than  what  I  now- 
hear  !  No  pafTion  can  be  greater  than, 
that  with  which  I  have  loved  you 
ever  fince  thehappymoment  I  firftcaft 
my  eyes  upon  you  :  they  were  then, 
dazzled  with  fo  many  charms,  that 
my  heart  yielded  without  refiftance!" 
-"  Do  not  let  us  trifle  away  the  time 
in  needlefs  difcourfe,"  faid  fhe,  in- 
terrupting me }  "  I  make  no  doubt 
of  your  fincerity,  and  you  (hall 
quickly  be  convinced  of  mine.  Will 
you  do  me  the  honour  to  come  to  my 
home?  or,  if  you  will,  I  will  go 
to  your's?"  — "  Madam,"  f.;-'d  I, 
I  am  a  Granger  lodged  in  a  khan, 
which  is  not  a  proper  place  for  the 
reception  of  a  lady  of  your  quality 
?"d  merit.1' 


Here  the  approach  of  day  interrupted 
Scheherazade  j  but  the  next  morning 
(he  continued  thus. 


NIGHT     CXXXV. 

*'  TT  is  more  proper,  Madam,"  faid 
JL  '  the  young  B  .gdad  merchant  t» 
his  fweetheart,  "  for  me  to  come  to 
'  you  at  your  own  home,  if  you  will 
«  tell  me  where  it  is."    The  lady  com- 
plying with  hisdefire — "  I  live,"  faid 
(he,  "  in  Devotion  Street;  come  next 
c  Friday,  after  noon- prayers,  and  a(k 
'  for  the  houfe  of  Abbon  Schaman, 
{  lirnamed  Bercount,   late  mafter  of 
<  ihe  emirs,  where  you  will  find  me.'" 
«  This 
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'  This  faid,  we  parted;    and  I  pafled 

*  the  next  day  in  great  impatience. 

*  On  Friday  I  arofe-  betimes,  and  put 

*  on  my  beft  cloaths,with  fifty  pieces  of 

*  gold  in  my  pocket.     Thus  prepared, 
'  I  mounted  an  afs   I  had  beipoke  the 

*  day  before,  and  fet  out,  accompanied 
'  by   the  .man  who  lent  me   the   afs. 

*  When  we  came  to  Devotion  Street,  I 

*  directed  the  owner  of  the  afs  to  en- 

*  quire  for  the  houfe  I  wanted  ;  which 
'  he  accordingly  did,  and  conducted 

*  me  thither.  I  paid  him  liberally,  and 

*  fent  him  back;  directing  him  to  ob- 

*  ferve  narrowly  where  he  left  me,  and 

*  not  to  fail  to  come  back  with  the  afs 
'  the  next  morning  to  cany  me  back 

*  again. 

'  I  knocked  at  the  door,  and  pre- 

*  fently  two  little  girl-flaves,  white  as 
'  fnow,  and  neatly  drefled,  came  and 

*  opened  it.    "  Be  pleafed  to  come  in, 
"  Sir,"  faid  they;   "  our  miftrefs  ex- 
"  pefts   you    impatiently  ;    thefe    two 
"  days  me  has  fpoke  of  nothing  but 
"  you."     So  I  entered  the  court;  and 

*  faw  a  great  pavilion  raifed  upon  feven 

*  fteps,  and  furrounded  with  iron-rails 

*  that  parted  it  from  a  very  pleafant 
4  garden.    Befides  the  trees  which  em- 

*  bellimed  the  profpeft,  and  formed  an 

*  agreeable  (hade,  there  was  an  infinite 

*  number  of  other  trees  loaded  with  all 
1  forts  of  fruit.     I  was  charmed  with 

*  the  warbling  of  a  great  number  of 
'  birds,  who  joined  their  notes  to  the 
'  murmurings  of  a  very  high  water- 
'  work,  in  the  middle  of  a  ground-plat 
'  enamelled  with  flowers.  This  water - 

*  work  was  a  very  agreeable  fight:  four 

*  large    gilded    dragcns    adorned    the 
'  angles  of  the  bafon,  which  was  of  a 
'  fquareform;  and  thefe  dragons  fpout- 

*  ed  out  water  clearer  than  rock- cry ftal. 

*  This  delicious  place  gave  me  a  pleaf- 
'  ing  idea  of  the  conqueft  I  had  made. 
'  The  two  little  flaves  conduced  me 
'  into  a  parlour  very  magnificently  fur- 

*  nifhed  ;   and  while  one  of  them  went 

*  to  acquaint  her  miftrefs  with  my  ar- 

*  rival,  the  other  tarried  with  me,  and 

*  pointed  out  to  me  the  ornaments  of 
«  the  hall.' 

At  this  period,  Scheherazade,  on  the 
appearance  of  day,  difcoiitinued  her 
(lory;  and  Schahriar  arofe,  curious' to 
know  what  the  young  Bagdadefe  would 
do  in  the  lady's  parlour.  The  next 
morning  the  lultanefs  gratified  theful- 


tan's  curiofity,  by  purfuing  the  fequel 
of  the  ftory  in  the  following  manner. 
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SIR 


E  Chriftian  merchant  continued 
JL     his  difcourfe  to  the  fultan  of  Caf- 

gar  to  this  purpofe. 

*  I  did  not  tarry  long  in  the  hall,' 

faid  the  young  man  of  Bagdad,  '  ere 
the  lady  I  loved  appeared,  adorned 
with  pearls  and  diamonds;  but  the 
fplendor  of  her  eyes  far  outfhone 
that  of  her  jewels.  Her  fliape,  which 
was  not  now  difguifed  by  the  ha- 
bit ufual  in  the  ftreets,  was  extremely- 
fine  and  charming.  I  need  not  men- 
tion with  what  joy  we  received  one 
another,  that  leaves  all  exprefflon  far 
behind  it.  I  mall  only  tell  you,  that 
when  the  firft  compliments  were  over, 
we  fat  bot-h  down  upon  a  fofa,  and 
there  entertained  one  another  with  all 
imaginable  fatisfa&ion.  Afterthar, 
we  had  the  moft  delicious  meffesferv- 
ed  up  to  us;  and,  after  eating,  conti- 
nued our  difcourfe  till  night.  At 
night  we  had  excellent  wine  brought 
up,  and  fuch  fruit  as  are  apt  to  pro- 
mote drinking;  and  timed  our  cups 
to  the  found  of  mufical  inftruments, 
joined  to  the  voices  of  the  flaves.  The 
lady  of  the  houfe  fung  herfelf,  and 
by  her  fongs  fcrewed  up  my  paflion 
to  the  height.  In  fine,  I  paffed  the 
night  in  a  full  enjoyment  of  all  man- 
ner of  pleafure. 

'  Next  morning  I  flipped  under  the 
bolder  of  the  bed  the  purfe  with  the 
fifty  pieces  of  gold  I  had  brought 
with  me,  and  took  leave  of  the  lady, 
who  aflced  me  when  I  would  fee  her 
again.  "  Madam,1'  faid  I,  "  I  give 
you  my  promife  to  return  this  night." 
She  feemed  to  be  tranfported  with  my 
anfwer,  conducted  me  to  the  door, 
and  conjured  me  at  parting  to  be 
mindful  of  my  promife. 
*  The  fame  man  that  had  carried  me 
thither,  waited  for  me  with  his  afs  to 
carry  me  home  again;  fo  I  mounted 
the  afs,  and  went  ftraight  homej  or- 
dering the  man  to  ccme  to  me  again  in 
the.  afternoon  at  a  certain  hour;  to  fe- 
cure  which,  I  would  not  pay  him  till 
the  time  came. 

«   As  foon  as  I  arrived  at  my  lodg- 

ing, my  fiift   care  was  to  order  my 

Aaz  «  folks 
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*  folks  to  buy  a  good  lamb,  and  feve- 
ral  forts  of  cakes,  which  I  fent  by  a 
porter  as  a  prefent  to  the  lady.  When 
that  was  done,  I  minded  my  ferious 
affairs  till  the  owner  of  the  afs  came. 
Then  I  went  along  with  him  to  the 
lady's  houfe,  and  was  received  by  her 
with  as  much  joy  as  before,  and  en- 
tertained with  equal  magnificence. 
'  Next  morning  I  took  leave,  and 
left  her  another  purfe  with  fifty  pieces 
of  gold.' 

But  Scheherazade  perceiving  day, 
gave  notice  of  it  to  the  fultan,  who 
thereupon  rofe  without  faying  one  word. 
Next  night  (he  went  on  with  her  ftory 
as  follows. 
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E  young  man  of  Bagdad,' 
continued  the  Chriftian  mer- 
chant to  the  Sultan  of  Cafgar,  *  went 
'  on  to  this  purpofe. 

<•  T  continued,'  faid  he,  *tovifitthe 
lady  every  day,  and  to  leave  her  every 
time  a  purfe  with  fifty  pieces  of  gold, 
till  the  merchants,  whom  I  employed 
to  fell  my  cloth,  and  whom  I  vifited 
regularly  twice  a  week;  I  continued 
thefe  chargeable  vifits,  I  fay,  till  the 
merchants  owed  me  nothing.  And, 
in  fhcrt,  I  came  at  laft  to  be  money- 
lefs,  and  hopelefs  of  having  any 
more. 

«  In  this  defperate  condition  I  walk- 
ed out  of  my  lodging,  not  knowing 
what  courfe  to  take,  and  by  Chance 
fleered  towards  the  caftle,  where  there 
was  a  great  crowd  of  people  to  fee  the 
Sultan  of  Egypt.  As  foon  as  I  came 
up  to  them,  I  wedged  in  among  the 
crowd,  and  by  chance  happened  to 
ftand  by  a  cavalier  well  mounted,  and 
handfomely  cloathed,  who  had  upon 
the  bow  of  his  faddle  a  bag  half  open, 
with  a  firing  of  green  fiik  hanging 
out  of  it.  I  clapped  my  hand  to  the 
ba.r,  concluding  the  fjlk  twill  might 
be^the  ftring  of  a  purfe  within  the 
bag:  in  the  mean  time  a  porter  with 
a  load  of  wood  upon  his  back  paffed 
by.  the  other  fide  of  the  horfe  fo  near, 
that  the  gentleman  on  horfeback  was 
forced  to  turn  his  head  towards  him, 
to  avoid  being  rubbed  by  the  wood. 
In  that  verv  "minute  did  the  devil 


tempt  me;  I  took  the  ftring  in  one 
hand,  and  with  the  other  laid  open 
the  mouth  of  the  bag,  and  pulled 
out  the  purfe  fo  dextroufly,  that  no- 
body perceived  it.  The  purfe  being 
heavy,  I  did  not  doubt  but  there  was 
gold  or  filver  in  it. 

*  As  foon  as  the  porter  had  parted, 
the  cavalier,  who  had  probably  fome 
fufpicion  of  what  I  had  done  while 
his  head  was  turned,    prefently  put 
his  hand  to  the  bag;  and  finding  his 
purfe  was  gone,  gave  me  fuch  a  blow, 
that   he  knocked  me  down.      This 
violence  (hocked  all  that  faw  it;  fome 
took  hold  of  the  horfe's  bridle  to  ft,op 
the    gentleman,   and  know  of  him 
what  reafon  he  had  to  beat  me,  or 
how  he  came  to  treat  a  Muflulman  af- 
ter that  rate.     "  Do  not  you  trouble 

'  yourfelves,"  faid  he,  with  a  brifk 
tone;  "  I  had  reafon  enough  for  what 

1  I  did:  this  fellow  is  a  thief."  Infine, 
every  one  took  my  part,  and  cried  he 
was  a  liar,  for  that  it  was  incredible, 
a  young  man  fuch  as  I  fhould  be 
guilty  of  fo  foul  an  a&ion;  but  while 
they  were  holding  his  horfe  by  the  bridle 
to  favour  my  efcape,  unfortunately 
came  by  the  judiciary  judge,  who  fee- 
ing fuch  a  crowd  about  the  gentle- 
man on  horfeback  and  me,  came  up 
and  afked  what  the  matter  wao.  Eve- 
ry body  there  reflected  on  the  gentle- 
man for  treating  me  fo  unjuftly  upon 
the  pretence  of  robbery. 

*  The  judge  did  not  give  ear  to  all 
that  was  faid  oh  my  behalf;  but  afked 
the  cavalier  if  he  fufpefted  any  body 
elfe  befide    me.     The  cavalier   told 
him  he  did  not,  and  gave  reafons  why 
he  believed  his  fufpicion   not  to  be 
groundlefs.     Upon  this  the  judge  or- 
dered his  followers  to  feize  me,  and 
fearch  me,  which  they  prefently  did; 
and,  finding  the  purfe  upon  me,  tx- 
pofed  it  to  the  view  of  all  the  people. 
The  fharoe  was  fo  great,  I  could  not 
bear  it,   but  I   fwooned   away.     In 
the  mean  time  the  judge  called  for  the 
purfe.' 

*  But  I  fee,'  faid  Scheherazade,  «  it 
is  day;  if  your    rrtajeity  will  let  me 
live  till  to-morrow,  ycu  fhall  hear  the 
fequel  of  the  ftory.' 

Then  Schahriargot  up,  defigning  to 
gratify  his  cunofity  by  hearing  the  reft 
next  night. 

NIGHT 
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TO  W  A R D S  the  clofe of  the  next 
night,    the    fuhanefs    addrefTed 
Schahriar  thus. 


The  young  man  of  Bagdad  purfucd 
his  ftory. 

«  When  the  judge,'  faid  he,  '  had 
'  got  the  puj-fe  in  his  hand,  he  afked 
'.the  horfeman  if  it  was  his,  and  how 

*  much  money  was  in  it.     The  cava- 
'  Her  knew  it  to  be  his  own,  and  aflur- 

*  ed  the  judge  he  had  put  twenty  fe- 
'  quins  into  it.     Upon  that  the  judge 
'  called    me    before  him — "   Come, 
tl  youngman,"  faid  he,  "  confefs  the 
"  truth":  was  it  you  that  took  the  gen- 
"  tleman's  purfe  from  him  ?  Do  not 
"  put  yourfelf  to  the  trouble  of  torture 
"  to  extort  con fefTion."  Whenllook- 
'  eddown  with  myeyes, thinkingwith- 
c  in  myfelf,   that  if  I  denied  the  faft, 

*  they 'finding   the   purfe   about    me, 
'  would  convift  me  of  a  lye;  fo  to  avoid 
'  a  double  punifhment,  I  looked  up  and 
'  confeffed  it  was  I.     I  had  no  fooner 

*  made  the  cohfeffion,  than  the  judge 
'  called  people  to  witnefs  it,  and  order- 
'  ed   my   hand  to   be   cut  off.     This 

*  hard  fentence  was  put  in  execution 

*  immediately  upon  the   fpot,    to  the 
'  great  regret  of  all  the  fpe6tutors;  nay, 

*  I  obferved  by  the  cavalier's  counte- 

*  nance,  that  he  was  moved  with  pity 
'  as   much   as  the   reft.      The    judge 
«  would  likewifehave  ordered  my  foot 
*•  to  be  cut  off,  but  I  begged  the  cava- 
«  lier  to  intercede  for  my  pardon,  which 

*  he  did,  and  obtained  it. 

'  When  the  judge  was  gone,  the  ca- 
'  valiercameup  to  me;  and, holding  out 
'  the  purfe — "  I  fee  plainly, "  faid  he, 
"  that  it  was  neceflity  put  you  upon  an 
"  a<5lion  fo  difgraceful  and  unworthy 
"  of  fuch  a  handfome  young  man  as 
"  you  are.  Here  take  that  fatal  purfe, 
*'  I  freely  give  it  you;  and  am  heartily 
"  lorry  for  the  misfortune  you  have 
*'  undergone."  This  faid,  he  went 
'  away  ;  and  I  being  very  weak  by 
'  reafon  of  my  lofs  of  blood,  fome  of 
'  the  good  people  that  lived  that  way, 
'  had  the  charity  to  carry  me  into  one 
'  of  their  houfes,  and  gave  me  a  glafs 
'  of  wine;  they  likewife  dreffed  my 
'  arm,  and  wrapped  up  the  difmember- 

*  ed  hand  in  a  cloth. 


c  If  I  had    returned   to  the  khan 

*  where  I   lodged,  I   fhould  not  have 
'  found  there  fuch  relief  as  I  wanted} 

*  and  to  offer  to  go  to  the  young  lady's, 

*  was  running  a  great  hazard,  it  being 

*  likely  me  would  not  look  upon  me 
'  after  fuch  an  infamous  thing  had  be- 

*  fallen  me.     However,   I  refolved  to 
'  put  it  to  the  trial;  and  to  tire  out  the 
«  crowd  that  followed    me,  i    turned 

*  down  feveral  bye-ftreets,  and  at  laft 
'  arrived  at  my  lady's  very  weak,  and 
'  fo  much  fatigued,   that  I  prefently 

*  threw  myfelf  down  upon  a  fofa,  keep- 
'  ing  my  right-arm  under  my  coat,  for 

*  I  took  great  care  to  conceal  my  mis- 
«   fortune. 

*  In  the  mean  time,  the  lady,  hear- 

*  ing  of  my  arrival,  and  that  I  was  not 

*  well,  came  to  me  in  all  hafte.    "  My 
"  dear  foul,"  faid  (he,  "  what  is  the 
'*  matter   with  you?"  —  "  Madam,1* 
«  <aid  I,  "  I  have  got  a  violent  pain  in 
"  my  head."     The  lady  feemed  to  be 
«  mightily  afili&ed  with  my  pretended 
«  illnefs,  and  afked  me  to  fit  down,  for 
'  I  had  got  up  to  receive  her.     "  Tell 
«'   me,"  faid   me,  *<  how   your  illnefs 
"  came:  the  lait  time  I  had  the  plea- 
"  fure    to   fee    -you,    you    were   very 
"  well.   There  muft  be  fomething  elie 
"  that  you  conceal  from  me;  pr'ythee 
*'  let  me  know  what  it  is."    I  ilood  ii* 
«  lent;  and,  inftead  of  an  anfwer,  tears 
'  trickled  down  my  cheeks.     "  I  can- 
"  not  conceive,1' faid  {he,  "  what  it  is 
"  that  afHi6ls  you.     Have  I. given  you 
"  any  occafion  to  be  uneafy?  Or  do 
(l  you  come  on  purppfe  to  tell  me  you 
"  do  not  love  me."—'*  It  is  not  that, 
"  Madam,"  faid   I,  fetching   a  deep 

*  figh:  "  your  unjult  fufpicion  is  an 
'*  addition  to  my  evil." 

«  I  could  not  think  of  difcovering 

*  to  her  the  true  caufe.     When  night 

*  came,  fupper  was  brought,  and  (he 

*  prefTed  me  to  eat,  but  considering  I 
'  could  only  feed  myfelf  with  my  left- 
-hand, I  begged  to  be  excufed,  upon 
'  the    plea    of    having    no    (tomach. 
**  Your  ftomach  will  come  to  you," 
'  faid  (he,  "  if  you  would  but  difcover 
"  what  you  fo  obilinately  hide  from 
<e  me.     Your    inappetency,     without 
'*  doubt,  is  only  owing  to  the  averfion 
"  you  have  to  a  difcovery." — "  Alas, 
"   Madam!"  faid  I,   »  I  find  I   muft 
t{  difcover  at  laft."     I  had  no  fooner 

*  fpoke  thefe  words,  than  (he  filled  me 

*  a  cup  full  of  wine  j  "  Drink  that," 

«  faid 
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*  faid  (he;  "  it  will  give  you  affunnce." 
1  So  I  reached  out  my  left  hand,  and 
'  took  the  cup.' 

Here  the  appearance  of  day  difconti- 
*med  Scheherazade's  ftory;  but  the  next 
wight  (he  purfued  the  fequel  thus. 


NIGHT    CXXXrx. 

VK7"HENIhadgotthecupinmy 
V  V     '  hand,'  faid'  the  young  man, 
I    redoubled    my    tears    and    (igb$. 
Wliy  do  you  figh  and  cry  fo  bitter- 
ly?" faid  the  lady;  "  and   why  do 
f  you  take  the  cup  with  your  left  hand, 
'  rather   than    your   right?"—-'*  Ah, 

*  Madam!"  faid  I,  "  excufe  me,  I  be- 
'  feech  you;  I  have  got  a  fwelling  in 

*  my  right-hand," — (<Let  me  fee  that 
'  fwelling,"  faid    me,  "  I  will  open 
'  it."     I  defired   to  be  excufed  upon 

that  head,  alledging  the  tumor  was 
not  ripe  enough  for  opening;  and 
drank  the  cupful,  which  was  very 
large.  In  fine,  the  (teams  of  the 
wine',  joined  to  my  weaknefs  and  wea- 
rinefs,  fet  me  afleep,  and  I  flept  very 
found  till  next  morning. 
'  In  the  mean  time,  the  lady,  curious 
to  know  \vhat  ailment  I  had  in  my 
right-hand,  lifted  up  my  coat  that 
covered  it;  and  faw  to  her  great  afto- 
nifhment  that  it  was  cut  off,  and  that 
I  had  brought  it  along  with  me  wrap- 
ped up  in  a  cloth.  She  prefently  ap- 
prehended what  was  my  reafon  for 
declining  a  difcovery,  riotwhhitand- 
ing  all  the  prefling  inftances  file  made; 
and  pa  fled  the  whole  night  in  the 
greateft  uneafmefs  upon  mydifgrace, 
which  /he  concluded  had  been  ccca- 
fioned  by  the  love  I  bore  to  her. 
«  When  I  awaked,  I  difcerned  by 
her  countenance  that  fhe  was  ex- 
tremely grieved  :  however,  that  (he 
might  not  increafe  my  uneafmefs,  (he 
fpuke  not  a  word.  She  called  for 
jtMy-broth  of  fowl,  which  file  had 
ordered  to  be  got  ready,  and  made  me 
eat  and  drink  to  recruit  my  ftrength  ; 
after  which  I  offered  to  take  leave  of 
her,  but  (lie  declared  I  fhould  not  go 
out  of  her  doors.  *«  Though  you  tell 
me  nothing  of  the  matter,"  faid  (he, 
I  am  pei-funded  I  am  the  caufe  of 
the  misfortune  that  has  befallen  you. 
The  gri-'f  that  I  feel  upon  that  (core 
will  quickly  make  an  end  of  me; 


«'  but,  before  I  die,  I  muft  do  one  thing 
'*,  which  is  defigned  for  your  advan- 
'  tage." 

*  She  had  no   fooner  faid  the  word, 
than  (he  called  for  a  publicknotaryand 
witnefles,  and  ordered  a  writing  to  be 
drawn  up,  entitling  me  to  her  whole 
eftate.    After  this  was  done,  and  the 
men  difpatched,   /he  opened   a  large 
trunk,   wherein   lay  all  the  purfes  I 
had  given  her  from  the  commence- 
ment of  our  amours.     "  There  they 

1  are  all  entire,"  faid  (he;    "I  have 
*  not  touched  one  of  them  :  here,  take 
c  the  key,  the  trunk  is  now  your  own." 
After  I  had  returned  her  thanks  for 
her  generosity  and  bounty — "  What 
'  I  do  for  you,"  faid  (he,  "  is  nothing 
(  at  all ;   I  (hall  not  be  fatisfied  unlefs 
'  I  die,  to  (hew  how  much  I  love  you." 
I  conjured  her,  by  all  the  powers  of 
love,  to  drop  fo  fatal  a  refolution  ; 
but  all  my  remonftrances  were  inef- 
fectual ;  (he  was  fo  afflicled  at  feeing 
me  have  but  one  hand,  that  (he  im- 
mediately fickened,  and,  after  about 
five  or  fix  weeks  illnefs,  died. 

*  After  mourning  for  her  death  as 
long  as  was  decent,  I  took  pofieflion 
of  all  her  etlate,  a  particular  account 
of  which   (he  gave  before  (lie  died  j 
and  the  corn  you   fold  for  me  was 
part  of  it.' 

The  appearance  of  day  interrupting 
Scheherazade,  (he  discontinued  her  (lory 
till  the  next  night  j  when  (he  went  on 
as  follows. 


NIGHT    CXL. 

THE  Chriftian  merchant  concluded 
his  ftory  of  the  young  man  of 
Bagdad  to  this  purpofe. 

'  What  I  have  now  told  you,'  faid 
lie,  *  will  influence  you.  to  excufe  me 
for  eating  with  my  left-hand.  I  am 
mightily  obliged  to  you  for  the  trou- 
ble you  have  given  yourfelf  on  my 
account;  I  can  never  make  fufficient 
acknowledgment  of  your  fidelity. 
Since  God  has  (till  given  me  a  com- 
petent eftate,  notwithftanding  I  have 
(pent  a  great  deal,  I  beg  you  to  ac- 
cept of  the  fum  now  in  your  hand  as 
a  prefent  from  me.  Over  and  above 
this,  I  have  a  propofal  to  make  to 
you,  which  is  this:  forafmuch  as,  by 
reafon  of  this  fatal  accident,  I  am 
'  obliged 
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obliged  to  depart  from  Cairo,  1 3m  re- 
Solved  never  to  fee  it  more ;  therefore, 
if  you  will  pleafe  to  accompany  me, 
we  will  trade  together  as  equal  part- 
ners, and  divide  the  profits.' 
«  I  thanked  the  young  man,'  faid  the 

Chriftian  merchant,  '  fortlre  prefent  he 
had  made  me  ;  and  as  to  the  propofal 
of  travelling  with  him,  I  willingly 
embraced  it;  afluring  him,  that  his 
interefl  mould  always  be  as  dear  to 
me  as  my  own. 

«  We  appointed  a  day  for  our  depar- 
ture; and  accordingly  fet  out  on  our 
travels.  We  pafled  through  Syria 
and  Mesopotamia,  travelled  all  over 
Perfia,  and,  after  ftopping  at  feveral 
cities,  came  at  laft,  Sir,  to  your  me- 
tropolis. Some  time  after  our  arri- 
val in  this  place,  the  young  man  hav- 
ing formed  a  defign  of  returning  to 
Periia,  and  fettling  there,  we  clofed 
our  accounts,  and  feparated  very  good 
friends.  Ever  fincehis  departure  from 
hence,  Sir,  I  have  con-tiaued  here,  at 
your  majefty's  fervice.  This,  Sir,  is 
the  (lory  I  had  to  tell  you  :  does  not 
your  majefty  find  it  yet  more  furpriz- 
ing  than  that  of  the  Crooked  Buf- 
foon ?' 
The  Sultan  of  Cafgar  fell  into  a  paf- 

ion  again  ft  the  Chrittiah  merchant  : 
You  are  very  bold,'  faid  he,  *  to  tell 
me  a  (lory  Co  little  worth  my  hearing, 
and  then  compare  it  to  that  of  my 
jefter!  Can  you  flatter  yourfelf  fo  far 
as  to  believe  that  the  trifling  adven- 
tures of  a  young  rake  can  make  fuch 
an  imprefllon  upon  me  as  thofe  of  my 
jefter?  Well,  I  am  refolved  to  hang 
you  all  four,  to  revenge  his  death  !' 
This  faid,  the  purveyor  fell  down 

frighted  at  the  fultan's  feet.     «   Sir,' 

fair!  he,  '  I  humbly  befeech  your  ma- 
jefty to  fufpend  your  juft  wrath,  and 
hear  my  (lory;  and  if  it  mall  appear 
to  your  majefty  to  be  morefurprizing 
than  that  of  your  jetter,  to  pardon  us 
all  four.'  The  fultan  having  granted 

his    requeft,    the  purveyor   began   his 

ftory  thus. 


THE  STORY  TOLD  BY  THE   SULTAN 
OF   CASGAR'S   PURVEYOR. 


at  the  hour  appointed,  and  found 
there  a  large  company  of  doctors,  mi- 
ni fters  of  juftice,  and  others  of  the 
beft  quality  in  the  city.  After  the 
ceremony  was  over,  we  had  a  fplendid 
treat ;  and,  among  other  things  fet 
upon  the  table,  there  was  a  courfe 
withgarlick-fauoe,  which  indeed  was 
very  delicious,  and  palatable  to  every 
body;  only  we  obferved  that  one  of 
the  guefts  did  not  offer  to  touch  it, 
though  it  flood  juft  before  him,  and 
thereupon  we  invited  him  to  do  as  we 
did.  But  he  conjured  us  not  to  prefs 
him  upon  that  head  :  "  I  will  take 
c  care,"  faid  he,  "  not  to  touch  any 
'  thing  that  has  garlick  in  it;  Iiemem- 

*  ber  well  what  the  tafting  of  fuch  a 
'  thing  coft  me  once  before."     We 

entreated  him  to  tell  us  what  was  the 

occafion  of  his  fo  flrong  averfion  to 

garlick:   but  before  he   had  time  to 

makeanfwer — "  Is  it  thus,"  faid  the 

mafter  of  the  houfe,  "  that  you  ho- 

1  nour  my  table?    This  ragout  is  er- 

'  cellent,  do  not  therefore  expect  to  b« 

«  excufed  from  eating  of  ir;   you  mull 

«  do  me  that   favour  as  well   as    th? 

«.  reft." — t!  Sir,"  faid  the  gentleman, 

who  was  a  Bagdad  merchant,   "  I 

*  hope  you  do  not  think  I  refufe  to  eat 
{  of  it  cut  ofamiilaken  nicety;  if  you 
'  will  have  me  eat  of  it,  I  will  do  it  j 
'  but  upon  this  condition,  that  after 
<  eating  of  ir  I  may  wafh  my  hands, 
'  with  ycur  good   leave,  forty  times 
'  with  alcali  *,  forty  times  more  with 
'  the    aihes  of   the' fame   plant,   ani 

*  forty  times  again  with  foap.   I  hope 
'  you  will  not  take  it  ill  that  I  ftipu. 
'  late  this  condition  in  purfuance  of 
'  an  oath  I   have  made  never  to  tafte 
4  g-rlick  without  oblerving  it." 

Scheherazade,  perceiving  day,  flop- 
ped  iiere ;  and  Schahriar  arofe,  with  a 
ctiriofity  to  know  why  the  merchant  had 
fsvorn  to  wafli  himfelf  one  hundred  and 
twenty  times  after  eating  a  ragout  with 
garlick.  Towards  the  clofe  of  thenext 
night,  the  fultanefs  fatisfisd  his  curio- 
(ity  in  the  following  words. 


NIGHT    CXLI. 


«  OlR,  a  perfon  of  quality  invited  me     '  fjpHE  matter  of  the  houfe,'  con- 

°   '  yefterday  to  his  daughter's  wed-  j[     tinued  the  purveyor  to  the  Sul- 

•  dingj  accordingly  I  went  to  the  houfe     tan  of  Cafgar,    «  would  not  difpenfe 

*  Thii,  ia  Englifli;  i>  called  Litwort, 

ff  with 
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*  with    the  -merchant's  gating  of  the 

*  ragofit  with  ga'rlick;  "and   therefore 

*  ordered  his  fervant  to  get  ready  a  ba- 
«  fon  with  water,  together  with  alcali, 

*  the  afhes  of  the  fame  plant,  and  foa^i, 

*  that  the  merchant  might  wafti  as  often 
<  ashepleafed.  When  every  thing  was 

*  got  ready—"  Now,"  faid  he  to  the 
'  merchant,  "  I  hope  you  will  do  as 
«e  we  do." 

*  The  merchant,  difpleafed  with  the 
«  violence  that  was  offered  him,  reached 

*  out  his   hand,   and   took  tip  a  bit, 

*  which  lie  put  to  his  mouth  trembling, 

*  and  eat  \A-iih  a  reluclancy  that  afto- 

*  nifhed  us  all.      But  the  greateft  fur- 

*  prize  of  all  was,  that  he  had  only 
'  four  fingers  a'nd   no  thumb,  which 
'  none  of  us  obferved  before,  though 
«  he  had  eaten  of  other  dimes.  "  You 
"  have  loft  your  thumb,"  faid  the  ma- 

*  fter  of  the  houfe  5    "  how  happened 
"  that?    It  muft  have  been  occafioned 
"  by  feme  extraordinary  accident;  a 
<r  relatfon  of  which  will  be  an  agree- 
«'  able  entertainment  to  the  company." 
— "  Sir,"  replied  the  merchant,  "  I 
'•*-  have  no  thumb  neither  on  the  right 
*'  nor  on  the  left-hand."    In  fpeaking 
'  this,  he  ihewed  us  his  left-hand,  as 
'  well  as  his  right.     "  But  this  is  not 
"  ail,"  continued  he;  "  I  have  got  no 
"  great-toe  on  either  of  my   feet :   I 
"  hope  you  will  take  my  word  for  it. 
*<  I  was  maimed  in  this  manner  by  an 
"  unheard-of accident,whichlamwill- 
«'  ing  to  relate  to  you,  if  you  will  have 
*<  the  patience  to  hear  me.     The  rela- 
««  tion  will  equally  aftonifh  you,  and 
««  affeft  you  with  pity.  Only  fuffer  me 
«'  to  warn  my  hands  firft.''    With  this 
'  he  rofe  from  the  table  ;    and,  after 
'  warning  his  hands  one  hundred  and 

*  twenty  times,  took  his  place  again, 

*  and  refumed  his  ftory  as  follows. 

"  You  mnft  know,  gentlemen,  that 

«{  in  the  reign  of  the  caliph  HarounAl- 

"  rafchid  my  father  lived   at  Bagdad, 

*'  the  place  of  my  nativity,  and  was  re- 

"  puted  one  of  the  richeft  merchants 

"  in  ;he  city.    But  being  a  man  migh- 

"  tily  addicted  to  his  pleafures,  a  man 

««  that  loved  an  irregularlife,  and  neg- 

«  lefted  his  private  affairs,  inftead  of 

'  leaving  me  a  plentiful  fortune  at  his 

'  death,  he  left  me  in  fuch   a  condi- 

«  tion,  that  all  the-ceconomy  1  could 

«  mailer,  was  fcarce  fufficient  to  clear 

«  his  debts.  However,  with  much  ado 

'  -I  ^aid  them  all,  and  through  my  in- 


duftryand  care  my  little  fortune  be- 
gan to  look  with  a  fmiling  counte- 
nance. 

"  Onemorning,aslopenedmyftiop, 
a  lady  mounted  upon  a  mule,  and 
attended  by  an  eunuch  and  two 
women  (laves,  flopped  near  my  (hop- 
door,  and  with  the  afliftance  of  the 
eunuch  alighted.  "Madam,"  faid 
the  eunuch,  "  I  told  you  you  would 
be  too  foon:  you  fee  that  there  is 
nobody  yet  in  the  bezeftein;  if  you 
had  taken  my  advice,  you  might  have 
faved  yourfelf  the  trouble  of  waiting 
here." — The  lady  looked  all  round 
her,  and  finding  there  was  no  (hop 
open  but  mine,  addrefTed  herfelf  to 
me,  alking  leave  to  fit  in  my  (hop  till 
the  reft  of  the  merchants  came:  fol 
could  do  no  lefs  than  return  a  civil 
arifwer,  and  invite  the  lady  into  my 
(hop." 


NIGHT    CXLII. 

THE  fultanefs,  being  awaked  by 
her  fitter  Dinarzade,  proceeded  to 
addrefs  herfelf  to  the  fultan  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner.  *'  The  lady  fat  down 
"  in  my  (hop,"  continued  the  merchant 
of  Bagdad,  "  and  obferving  there  was 
"  nobody  in  the  whole  bezeftein  but 
"  the  eunuch  and  I,  uncovered  h,er  face 
"  to  take  the  air;  and  I  muft  fay  I  never 
"  faw  any  thing  fo  pretty  in  my  life- 
4(  time.  I  no  fooner  had  a  fight  of  her 
"  face  than  I  loved  her;  in  courfe  I 
"  fixed  my  eyes  upon  her,  and  per- 
*'  ceived  that  me  was  not  difpleafed 
"  with  my  ogling,  for  (he  gave  me  a 
"  full  opportunity  to  look  upon  her, 
"  and  did  not  cover  her  face,  but  when 
"  (he  was  afraid  of  being  taken  notice 
«  of. 

«'  After  (he  had  pulled  down  her  veil 
*'  again,  (lie  told  me  (he  wanted  feveral 
"  forts  of  the  richeft  and  fineft  ftuffs, 
"  and  a(ked  me  if  I  had  them.  "Alas! 
*'.  Madam,"  faid  I,  "  I  am  but  ayoung 
"  man,  and  juft  beginning  the  world}. 
'  I  have  not  ftock  for  inch  great  con- 
f  cerns;  and  it  is  a  mortification  tome 
'  that  1  have  nothii  g  to  (hew  you  fuch 
*  as  you  want:  but  to  fave  you  the 
f  trouble  of  going  from  (hop  to  (hop; 
'  as  foon  as  the  merchants  come,  I  will 
'  go,  if  you  pleafe,  and  fetch  from 
'  them  what  you  want,  with  the  lowed 
1  piicesj  and  fo  you  may  do  your  bu- 
«  finel's 
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finefs  without  going  any  farther. 
She  complied  wit,h  my  propofals, 
and  entered  into  dilcourie  with  me  ; 
which  continued  fo  much  the  longer, 
that  I  iiill  made  her  believe  the  mer- 
chants  who  could  furni(h  what  (he 
wanted  were  not  yet  come. 
l(  I  was  no  lefs  charmed  with  her 
wit  than  I  had  been  before  with  the 
beauty  of  her  face;  but  there  was  a 
neceflity  of  denying  myfelf  the  plea- 
fare  of  her  converfition.  I  ran  out  to 
fee  for  the  fluffs  (he  wanted,  and  after 
(he  had  pitched  upon  what  me  liked, 
we  ftruck  the  price  at  five  thoufand 
drachms  of  coined  filver;  folwrap- 
ped  up  the  (tuffs  in  a  fmall  bundle, 
and  gave  it  to  the  eunuch,  who  put 
it  under  his  arm.  This  done,  (he 
role  and  took  leave.  I  (till  continued 
to  look  after  her  till  (he  had  got  at 
the  bezeftein  gate,  and  mounted  her 
mule  again. 

"  The  lady  had  no  foonerdifappear- 
cd,  than  I  perceived  that  love  was  the 
caufe  of  great  overfights.  It  had  fo 
engrofled  my  thoughts,  that  truly  I 
did  not  mind  that  (he  went  off  with  - 
out  paying  the  money,  neither  had  I 
the  confideration  toaik  who  0ie  was, 
or  where  (lie  dwelt.  However,  I 
confidered  1  was  accountable  for  a 
large  fum  to  the  merchants,  who, 
perhaps,  would  not  have  patience  to 
(tay  for  their  money  :  and  fo  I  went 
to  them,  and  made  the  belt  excufe  I 
could,  pretending  that  I  knew  the 
lady;  and  then  came  home  again, 
equally  affefted  with  love,  and  with 
the  burden  of  fuch  a  heavy  debt." 


Scheherazade  had  no  fooner  fpoken 
thefe  words,  than  day  appeared.  But 
the  next  night  (he  proceeded  as  follows. 


NIGHT    CXLIII. 

T  Had  defired  my  creditors,"  con- 
JL  *  tinued  the  merchant,  "  to  (tay 
eight  days  for  their  money;  and 
when  the  eight  days  were  paft  they 
did  not  fail  to  dun  me.  Then  I  en- 
treated  them  to  give  me  eight  days 
more,  which  they  agreed  to;  and  the 
very  next  day  I  faw  the  lady  come 
to  the  bezeftein,  mounted  on  her 
mule,  with  the  fame  attendants  as 
before,  and  exactly  at  the  fame  hour 
ot  the  day, 


"  She  came  ftraigbt  to  my  (hop.  "  I 
"  have  made  you  (lay  fome  time,"  (aid 
'  (he,  "  but  here  is  your  money  at  laft; 
"  carry  it  to  a  banker,  and  fee  it  is  ail 
"  good.  The  eunuch,  who  brought 
"  me  the  money,  went  along  with  me 
*'  to  the  banker's,  and  we  found  it  ve- 
te  ry  right.  Then  I  came  back  again, 
t(  and  had  the  happinefs  of  converting 
"  with  the  lady  till  all  the  (hops  in  the 
"  bezeftein  were  open.  Though  we 
"  talked  but  of  ordinary  things,  (he 
"  gave  them  fuch  a  turn,  that  they  ap- 
"  peared  new  and  uncommon,  and 
"  convinced  me  that  I  was  not  miftaken 
"  in  admiring  her  wit  when  I  con- 
"  verfed  with  her. 

"  As  foon  as  the  merchants  were 
"  come,  and  had  opened  their  (hops,  I 
"  carried  to  the  refpeclive  men  the  mo- 
"  ney  that  was  due  for  their  ftuffs,  and 
"  was  readily  entrufted  with  more, 
t(  which  the  lady  had  defired  to  fee.  la 
"  fhort,  the  lady  took  (tuffs  to  the  value 
"  of  one  thoufand  pieces  of  gold,  and 
"  carried  them  away  again  without 
*'  faying  one  word,  or  giving  me  to 
"  know  who  me  was.  I  was  aftonifh- 
"  cd,  when  Iconfidered  that  at  this  rate 
"  (he  left  me  without  any  fecurity  of 
"  not  being  troubled  if  (he  never  came 
"  again.  "  She  haspaid  me,"  thought 
"  I,  "  a  good  round  fum  of  money,  but 
"  (lie  leaves  me  in  a  lurch  for  another 
"  that  runs  much  deeper.  Sure  (he 
"  cannot  be  a  cheat;  it  is  not  poflible 
"  (he  can  have  any  fuch  defign  as  to 
"  inveigle  me  to  my  ruin:  the  mer- 
"  chants  do  not  know  herj  they  will 
"  all  come  upon  me."  In  (hort,  my 
'*  love  was  not  fo  powerful  as  to  guard 
"  off  the  uneafinefs  I  was  under,  when 
"  I  reflected  upon  all  circumftances  :  a 
"  whole  month  pafled  before  I  heard 
lt  any  thing  of  my  lady  again;  and 
"  during  that  time  the  alarm  grew 
"  higher  and  higher  every  day.  The 
"  merchants  were  impatient  for  their 
".  money;  and,  to  fatisfy  them,  I  was 
"  even  going  to  fell  off  all  I  had,  when 
"  the  lady  returned  one  morning  with, 
"  the  fame  equipage  as  before. 

"  Take  your  weights,'1  faid  (he, 
"  and  weigh  the  gold  I  have  brought 
"  you.  Thefe  words  difpelled  my  fear, 
"  and  inflamed  my  love.  Before  ,<; 
*'  told  down  the  money,  (lie  a(ked  me 
"  feveral  queftions,  and  particularly 
"  if  I  wis  married.  I  made  anfwer,  I 
"  never  wa«.  Then  reaching  out  tjie 
£  b  "  gold 
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gold  to  the  eunuch — "  Let  us  have 
your  interpolation,"  faid  fhe,  "  to 
accommodate  our  matters."  Upon 
which  the  eunuch  fell  a  laughing; 
and,calling  me  a  fide,  made  me  weigh 
the  gold.  While  I  was  weighing  it, 
the  eunuch  whifpered  in  my  ear — "  I. 
know  by  your  eyes  that  you  love  this 
lady;  and  lam  furprized  to  find  that 
you  have  not  the  aflurance  to  difclofe 
your  love  to  her.  She  loves  you  more 
paffionately  than  you  do  her.  Do 
you  imagine  that  (lie  has  any  real 
occafion  for  your  fluffs  ?  She  only 
makes  an  errand  to  come  hither,  be- 
caufe  you  have  infpired  her  with  a 
violent  paffion.  Do  but  afk  her  the 
queftion  ;  it  will  be  your  own  fault 
only  if  you  do  not  marry  her."— 
It  is  true,"  faid  I,  "  I  have  had  a 
love  for  her  from  the  firft  moment 
that  I  caft  my  eyes  upon  her;  but  I 
durft  not  afpire  to  the  happinefs  of 
thinking  my  love  acceptable  to  her. 
I  am  entirely  her's ;  and  (hall  not 
fail  to  retain  a  grateful  fenfe  of  your 
good  offices  in  that  matter." 
"  In  fine,  I  made  an  end  of  weigh- 
ing the  gold;  and,  while  I  was  put- 
ting it  into  the  bag,  the  eunuch 
turned  to  the  lady,  and  told  her  I 
was  fatisfied;  that  being  the  word 
they  had  both  agreed  upon  between 
themfelves.  Prefently  after  that,  the 
lady  rofe  and  took  leave ;  telling  me 
fhe  would  fend  the  eunuch  to  me, 
and  that  I  mould  do  what  he  directed 
me  in  her  name. 

«*  I  carried  .every  one  of  the  mer- 
chants their  money,  and  waited  fome 
days  with  impatience  for  the  eu- 
nuch, who  at  laft  arrived." 


But  here  Scheherazade  flopped,  be- 
caufe  it  was  day;  and  purfued  the  fe- 
quel  of  her  ftory  next  night  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner. 


NIGHT    CXLIV. 

:  T  Very  kindly  entertained  the  eu- 
JL  "  nlich,"  faid  the  Bagdad  mer- 
chant, "  and  afked  him  how  his  mif- 
trefs.did.  "  You  are,"  faid  he, 
the  h'appieft  lover  in  the  world;  fhe 
is  quite  fick  of  love  for  you  :  fhe  is 
extremely  defirous  to  fee  you;  and, 
were  fhe  miftrefs  of  her  own  conduft, 
would  wot  fail  to  come  to  you,  and 


willingly  pafs  all  the  moments  of 
her  life  in  your  company." — <'  Her 
graceful  mien  and  deportment,"  faid 
I,  "  gave  me  to  know  that  fhe  was 
a  lady  beyond  the  common  level."— 
The  judgment  you  have  formed  on 
that  head,"  faid  the  eunuch,  "  is 
very  juft;  fhe  is  the  favourite  of  Zo- 
beide, the  caliph's  lady,  who  has 
brought  her  up  from  her  infancy, 
and  entrufts  her  with  all  her  affairs. 
Having  a  mind  to  marry,  fhe  has 
declared  to  the  caliph's  lady  that  fhe 
has  caft  her  eyes  upon  you,  and  de- 
fired  your  confent.  Zobeide  told 
her  fhe  agreed  to  it,  but  that  fhe  had 
a  mind  to  fee  you  firlt,  in  order  to 
judge  if  fhe  had  made  a  good  choice j 
the  which  if  fhe  had,  Zobeide  meant 
to  defray  the  charges  of  the  wed- 
ding. Thus,  you  iee,  your  felicity 
is  certain;  fince  you  have  pleafed  the 
favourite,  you  will  be  equally  agree- 
able to  the  miftrefs,  who  feeks  only 
to  oblige  her  favourite,  and  would 
by  no  means  act  contrary  to  her  in- 
clinations. In  fine,  all  you  have  to 
do  is  to  come  to  the  palace.  I  am 
fent  hither  to  call  you;  be  pleaied 
therefore  to  come  to  a  refolution." — 
My  refolve  is  formed  already,"  faid 
I;  "  and  I  am  ready  to  follow  you 
whitherfoever  you  pleafe  to  conduit 
me."  —  "  Very  well,"  faid  the  eu- 
nuch :  "  but,  you  know,  men  are  not 
allowed  to  enter  the  ladies  apart- 
ments in  the  palace;  you  muft  there- 
fore be  introduced  with  great  fecrefy. 
The  favourite  lady  has  contrived  the 
matter  very  well.  Upon  your  fide, 
you  are  to  a6l  your  part,  and  that 
very  difcreetly;  for,  if  you  do  not, 
your  life  is  at  flake." 
"  I  gave  him  repeated  aflurances  of 
a  punctual  performance  of  whatever 
fhould  be  enjoined  me.  "  Then," 
faid  he,  "  in  the  evening  you  muft 
be  at  the  niofque  built  by  the  caliph's 
lady  on  the  bank  of  the  Tygris,  and 
flay  there  till  fomebody  comes  to 
call  you."  I  agreed  to  all  he  pro- 
pofed  ;  and,  after  paffing  the  day  in 
great  impatience,  went  in  the  even- 
ing to  the  prayer  which  is  read  an 
hour  and  a  ha'f  after  fun-fet  in  the 
mofque,  where  I  flaid  after  all  the 
people  were  gone. 

"  Soon  after,  I  faw  a  boat  making  up 

to  the  mofque,  the  rowers  of  which 

were  all  eunuchs,  who  came  on  fhore, 

<«  and 


ARABIAN  NIGHTS  ENTERTAINMENTS.       193 


ct  and  put  feveral  large  trunks  into  the 
mofque,  and  then  retired :  only  one 
of  them  ftaid  behind,  whom  I  per- 
ceived to  be  the  fame  eunuch  who 
had  hitherto  accompanied  the  lady, 
and  who  had  been  with  me  that 
morning.  I  faw  the  lady  enter  the 
mofque  much  about  the  fame  time; 
upon  which  I  approached  towards 
her,  and  told  her  I  was  ready  to  obey 
her  orders.  *'  Come,  come,''  faid 
(lie,  "  we  have  no  time 'to  jofe." 
She  immediately  opened  one  of  the 
trunks,  and  defired  me  to  get  into  it, 
it  being  neceffary  both  for  her  fafety 
as  well  as  mine.  "  Fear  nothing," 
added  fhe;  "  leave  the  management 
of  all  to  me."  I  considered  with 
myfelf  that  I  had  proceeded  too  far  to 
recede ;  and  therefore  complied  with 
her.  requeft,  upon  which  fheinftantly 
locked  the  trunk.  This  done,  the  eu- 
nuch,who  was  her  confidante,  called 
the  other  eunuchs  who  had  brought 
in  the  trunks,  and  ordered  them  to 
carry  them  on  board  again  ;  which 
being  accordingly  done,  the  lady  and 
her  eunuch  re -embarked,  and  the 
boatmen  rowed  to  Zobeide's  apart- 
ment. 

"  In  the  mean  time,  I  reflected  very 
feiioufly  upon  the  danger  to  which 
I  had  expofed  myfelf,  and  offered  up 
vows  and  prayers,  though  it  was 
then  too  late. 

"  The  boat  put  into  the  palace-gate; 
and  the  trunks  were  carried  into  the 
apartment  of  the  officer  of  the  eu- 
nuchs, who  keeps  the  key  of  the 
ladies  apartments,  and  fuffers  no- 
thing to  enter  without  a  narrow  in- 
fpectibn.  The  officer  being  then  in 
bed,  there  was  an  abfolute  neceffity 
of  calling  him  up." 

'  But  now,  Sir/  faid  Scheherazade, 
'  I  perceive  the  approach  of  day.'  Up- 
on which  Schahriar  arofe  to  attend  his 
council;  but  was  refolved  to  hear  the 
reft  of  the  ftory  next  night. 

NIGHT    CXLV. 

SOME  minutes  before  day,  the  Sul- 
tanefs  of  the  Indies  awaking,  pur- 
iued  her  ftory  as  follows. 

*  There  is  a  fountain  at  Mecca  which,  according  to  the  Mahometans,  is  a  fpring  that 
God  fhewed  tc^Hagar  after  Abraham  was  obliged  to  put  her  away.  The  water  of  this 
fpring  is  drank  by  way  of  devotion,  and  is  tent  a;  prefents  to  the  princes  and  princefie*. 

B  b  a  "  them* 


"  The  officer  of  the  eunuchs,"  con- 
tinued the  Bagdad  merchant,  "  was 

*  angry  that  they  fhould  difturb  his 
'  reft,   and   feverely  reprimanded  the 
'  favourite  lady  for  coming  home  fo 
'  late.     "  You  fhall  not  come  off  fo 
'  eafily  as  you   think   for,"   faid  he; 
'  not  one  of  thefe  trunks  (hall  pafs  till 
'  I  have  opened  every  one  of  them.'*1 
c  At  the  fame  time  he  commanded  the 
'  eunuchs  to  bring  them  before  him, 
'  and  open  them,  one  by  one.    The 
4  firft  they  began  with  was  that  wherein 
'  Hay,  which  threw  me  into  the  greatcit 

*  confternation. 

rc  The  favourite  lady, -who  had  the 
"  key  of  that  trunk,  protefted  it  fhould 
"  not  be  opened.  "  You, know  very 
c  well,"  faid  fhe,  "  that  I  bring  no- 

*  thing  hither  but  what  is  for  the  fer- 
'  vice  of  Zobeide,  your  miftrefs  and 
'  mine.   This  trunk,"  continued  flic, 
'  is  filled  with  rich  goods  which  I  had 

*  from  fome  merchants  lately  arrived, 
'  befides  a  number  of  bottles  of  Zem- 
'  zem-water  fent  from  Mecca*;  and 
'  if  any  of  them  fljould  happen   to 
'  break,  the  goods  will   be  fpoiledj 

"  and  then  you  muft  anfwer  for  them. 
*{  Zobeide  will  take  care,  I  will  war- 
**  rant  you,  to  refent  your  infolence.'* 
"  In  fine,  fhe  ftood  up  fo  firmly  to  the 
"  matter,  that  the  officer  did  not  dare 
"  'to  take  upon  him  to  open  any  of  the 
"  trunks.  4<  Let  them  go,  then,"  faid 
«*  he;  "  carry  them  away."  Upon 
"  which  the  lady's  apartment  was 
"  opened,  and  all  the  trunks  were  car - 
«'  ried  in. 

"  They  were  fcarce  got  in,  than  I 
"  was  fuddenly  alarmed  with  the  peo*j 
"  pies  crying  out — "  Here  is  the  ca- 
«(  liph!  Here  comes  thecaliph  !"  which 
t(  fo  frightened  ine,  that  I  wonder, 
"  on  finding  it  really  was  him,  I  had 
"  not  died  immediately  on  the  fpot. 
«'  What  haft  thou  got  in  thefe  trunks  ?" 
*'  faid  he  to  the  favourite.  '*  Some 
«  ftuffs,"  faid  fhe,  "  lately  arrived, 
t(  which  your  majefty's  lady  had  a 
tl  mind  to  fee." — "  Open  them,"  cried 
«  he,  "  and  let  me  fee  them  too."  She 
«'  pretended  to  excufe  herfelf,  alledg- 
«'  ing  that  the  fluffs  were  only  proper 
««  for  ladies  ;  and  that,  by  opening 


194       ARABIAN   NIGHTS   ENTERTAINMENTS. 

cc  them,  his  lady  would  be  deprived 
tc  of  the  pleafure  of  feeing  them  firft. 
"  I  fay,  open  them  !"  cried  the  caliph; 
*'  I  have  a  mind  to  fee  them,  and  I 
"  will  fee  them!"  She  ftill  reprcfented 
"  that  her  miftrefs  would  be  angry 
«*  with  her  if  fhe  opened  them.  "  No, 
"  no!"  faid  he;  "  I  will  engage  fhe 
"  fhall  not  fay  a  word  to  you  for  fo 
"  doing.  Come,  come,  open  them; 
*'  I  cannot  ftay." 

"  There  was  z  neceflity  of  obeying, 
*'  which  gave  rne  fuch  fhocking  alarms, 
"  that  I  trembled  every  time  I  thought 
'«  on  it.  The  caliph  fat  down;  and 
*f  the  favourite  ordered  all  the  trunks 
tc  to  be  brought  before  him  one  after 
«'  another:  then  fhe  opened  them:  and, 
«  to  fpin  out  the  time,  fhewed  all  the 
"  beauties  of  each  particular  fluff, 
"  thinking:  thereby  to  tire  out  his  pa- 
*'  tience  ;  but  her  ftratagem  was  inef- 
"  feclual.  Being  as  unwilling  as  my- 
<(  felf  to  have  the  trunk  in  which  I  lay 
«  opened,  fhe  left  that  till  the  laft;  and 
<«  when  sll  the  reft  were  examined— 
**  Come,"  faid  the  caliph,  "  make  an 
•'  er.d  ;  let  us  fee  what  is  in  that  one." 
"  1  am  at  a  lofs  to  tell  whether  I  was 
"  dead  or  alive  at  that  moment;  for  I 
*'  little  thought  of  efcapihg  fo  great  a 
"  danger." 


.Day  appearing,  Scheherazade  flop- 
ped ;  but  relumed  her  ftory  the  next 

night  as  follows. 

N  I  G  H  T     CXLVI. 

I  E  N  Zobeide's  favourite," 
continued  the  Bagdad  mer- 
chant, "  Jaw  that  the  caliph  would 

*  needs  have  the  trunk  opened  where 
'  I  lay—"  As   for  this  trunk,"  faid 
'  fhe,  "  your  majefty  will  pleafe  to 
'  difpenfe  with  the  opening  of  it,  there 
'  being  fome  things  in  it  which  I  can- 
1  not  fhew  you  without  your  lady  be- 
'  ing  prefent." — "  Well,  well,"  faid 

*  the  caliph,   '«  ijnce  it  is  fo,  I  am  fa- 
'  tisfied;  order  the  trunks  to  be  car- 
ried away."  The  word  was  nofooner 
fpoken,  than  the  trunks  were  moved 
info  her  chamber,  where  I  began  to 

**  recover  life  again. 

"  As  foon  as  the  eunuchs  who  had 
'*  brought  them  were  gone,  fhe  pre- 
'*  fently  opened  the  trunk  where  I  was 
"  prifonev.  "  Come  out/'  faid  fhe; 
"  go  up  thefe  ftairs,  which  lead  to  an 


"  upper -room,  and  ftay  there  till  I 
"  come."  I  accordingly  obeyed,  and 
ft  (he  inftamly  locked  the  door  wliicli 
<c  led  to  the  ftairs;  and  th^  caliph,  al- 
"  moft  immediat-Iy  afu-r,  returned 
"  again,  and  feated  hiinfelf  oij  the  veiy 
"  trunk  wherein  I  had  been  confined. 
"  The  occafion  of  this  vilit  was  a  mo- 
t(  tion  of  curiofity  that  did  not  refpect 
"  me;  he  had. a  mind  to  converfe  with 
*'  the  lady  about  what  fhe  had  teen  or 
"  heard  in  the  city:  however,  after 
"  converfing  together  for  fome  time, 
"  he  left  her,  and  retired  to  his  own 
"  apartment. 

l<  When  Ihe  found  the  coaft  clear, 
*'  fhe  came  to  the  chamber  where  I  was, 
'  and  made  many  apologies  for  the 
'  alarms  fhe  had  given  me.  "  My 
'  uneafmefs,"  J^aid  fhe,  ^'  w  is  no  Ic-fs 
{  than  vours;  you  cannot  %vell  doubt 
(  of  it,  iince  I  have  run  the  fame  rifqtie 
'  out  of  love  to  you  :  perhaps  another 
'  perfon  would  not  have  had  the  pre- 
'  fence  of  mind  to  manage  matters  fo 
'  dextrouflyupon  fo  tender  an  occafion; 
1  nothing  lefs  than  the  love  I  had  for 
'  you  could  have  infpired  me  with  cou- 
'  ra^e  to  do  it.  But  come,  take  heart, 
'  now  the  danger  is  over.''  After  fome 
'  tender  difcourfe  between  us,  fhe  told 
(  me  it  was  time  to  t;o  to  bed  ;  and 
'  that  fhe  would  not  fail  to  introduce 
'  me  to  Zobeide  her  .miftrefs  the  next 
*  day  :  "  For  the  caliph  never  fees 
'  her,"  added  fhe,  "  but  at  nights." 
'  Encouraged  by  thefe  words,  I  ilept 
'  very  well  ;  or,  at  leaft,  whatever  in- 
'  terruptions  happened  to  my  fleep 
'  were  agreeable  difquietings,  caufed 
'  by  the  hopes  of  enjoying  a  lady  who 
(t  was  bleffed  with  fuch  fparkling  wit 
"  and  beauty. 

(t  The  next  day,  before  I  was  in- 
"  troduced  to  Zobeide,  Jier  favourite 
*'  inftrufted  me  how  to  behave  in  her 
"  prefence,  naming  much  the  fame 
"  queftions  as  fhe  put-to  me,  and  dic- 
'*  tating  the  anfwers  I  was  to  give. 
<f  This  done,  fhe  led  me  into  a  very 
"magnificent  and  richly-  furnifhed 
"  hall.  I  was  no  fooner entered,  than 
"  twenty  female  flaves,  in  elegant  and 
*'  uniform  habits,  came  out  of  Zo- 
"  beide's  apartment,  and  placed  them- 
"  felves  very  modeftly  before  the  throne 
*'  in  two  equal  rows  :  they  were  fol- 
"  lowed  by  twenty  other  ladies,  who 
"  looked  younger,  and  were  cloathed 
"  after  the  fame  manner,  only  their 
*'  habits 
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ct  habits  appeared  fomewhat  gnyer. 
"  In  the  middle  of  thefe  came  Zobeide 
"  with  a  majeftick  air,  and  fo  decorated 
«*  with  jewels  that  fhe  could  fcarcely 
(t  walk.  Zobeide  then  feated  herfeif 
«{  on  the  throne,  and  the  favourite  lady, 
<«  who  accompanied  her,  juft  by  her  on 
«'  her  right-hand;  the  other  ladies  be- 
"  ing  placed  at  fome  diftance  on  each 
"  fide-  of  the  throne. 

"  As  loon  as  the  caliph's  lady  was 
"  fat  down,  the  (laves  who  came  in 
"  firft  made  a  fign  for  me  to  approach; 
*'  I  therefore  advanced  between  the 
*'  two  rows  they  had  formed,  and 
"  proftrated  myfelf  upon  the  tapeftry 
«'  that  was  under  the  princefs's  feet. 
"  She  ordered  me  to  rife  ;  and  did  me 
«'  the  honour  to  afk  my  name,  my  fa- 
"  mily,  and  the  condition  of  my  for- 
*'  tune;  and  I  perceived,  both  by  her 
"  countenance  and  her  exprelTions,  that 
"  all  my  anfwers  were  very  fatisfa&ory 
"  to  her.  "  I  am  very  glad,"  faid 
"  file,  "  that  my  d  uighter  (Io  flie  ufed 
«'  to  call  the  favourite  lady,  looking 
"  upon  her  as  fuch  after  the  care  (he 
'•'  had  taken  of  her  education)  has  made 
"  a  choice  that  pleafcs  me;  I  approve 
4'  of  it,  and  give  cunient  to  your  mar- 
"  riage.  I  will  give  orders  myfelf  for 
"  every  .thing  to  be  done  that  is  ne- 
"  cefi'ary  for  the  folemnity  ;  but  I 
'•'  want  her  to  delay  it  for  ten  days, 
"  that  I  may,  during  that  time,  take 
*'  an  opportunity  of  fpeaking  to  the 
*'  caliph,  and  obtain  his  cunfent :  mean- 
"  while  you  mult  ftay  here,  and  great 
"  care  (hall  be  taken  of  you.1' 

Scheherazade,  perceiving  day,  flop- 
ped  here  ;  but  went  on  the  next  night 
as  follows. 

NIGHT    CXLVII. 


to  the  orders  of 
JL  "  thecaliph's  lady,"  continued 
'  the  Bagdad  merchant,  "  I  ftaid  ten 
ts  days  in  the  favourite  lady's  apart- 
"  ment,  during  which  time  I  was  de- 
"  prived  of  the  pleafure  of  feeing  her  j 
"  but  was  fo  kindly  treated  by  heror- 
"  ders,  that  I  had  no  reafon  to  be  dif- 
"  fatisfied. 

"  Zobeide  told  the  caliph  her  refo- 
"  lution  of  marrying  the  favourite  la- 
««  dy ;  and  the  caliph,  leaving  to  her 
"  the  liberty  of  doing  what  (he  pleafed 
**  on  that  head,  granted  the  favourite 


a  corfidernble  fum    to  enlarge  hcf 
fortune.     When  the  ten   days  were 
expired,  Zobeide  ordered   the  cor- 
tra6V  of  marriage  to  be  drawn  up; 
and   the  necei?ary   preparations  be- 
ing    made    for    the    folemnity,    the 
dancers,  both  men  and  women,  were 
called  in;  and  there  were  great  re- 
joicings  in  the  palace  for  nine  days: 
the  tentli  day  being  appointed  for  the 
laft  ceremony  of  ihe   marriage,  the 
*'   favourite  lady  was   conducted    to  a 
"•  bath,  and  I  to  another.     At  night  I 
"  fat  down  to  table,  and  had  all  man- 
"  ner  of  rarities  ferved  upto  me,  among 
"  which  was  ragout  with  garlick,  fuch 
"  as  yon   have   now  forced   me  to  eat 
"  of.     I  was  fo  fond  of  this  ragout, 
'*  that  I  fcarcely  eat  of  any  of  theother 
difhes  :    but  fuch  was  my  unhappi- 
nefs,  that,    when   I  rofe  from    the 
table,  inftead  of  wafhing  my  hands 
well,  I  only  wiped  them;  a  piece  of 
negligence  I  had  never  been  guilty 
of  before.. 
"  Though  it  was  then  night,    the 
*'  whole  spartment  of  the  ladies  wa« 
"  as  light  as  day,    by  means  of  the 
"  great  number  of  illuminations;  and 
"  nothing  was  to  be  heard  throughout 
"  the  palace  but  inftrumental  mufick 
**  and  acclair>ations  of  joy.     My  brida 
*'  and  I  were  inrroduced  into  a  fpacious 
*c  hall,  where  we  were   placed  on  two 
"  thrones.    The  women  who  attended 
her   made  her  change  her  habit  fe- 
vcral    times,    and   painted   her  face 
with  different  Torts  of  colours,  ac- 
cording to  the  ufual  cuftom  obferved 
at  weddings;     and   every   time   (lie 
fhifted  herfeif,  they  expofed  her  to 
my  view. 
"  In  fine,  all  thefe  ceremonies  being 
'*  over,  we  were  conducted  to  the  wed- 
"  ding-room  ;  where,  as   foon   as  the 
"  company   retired,   I   approached    to 
"  embrace  my  miftrefs:  but,  inftead  of 
"  anfwering   me  with  transports,    (he 
tf  (lioved  me  from   her,   and  cried  out 
mod  fearfully;  upon  which  all  the  la- 
dies of  the  apartment  came  running 
into  the  chamber,  to  know  what  flie 
cried  for;  and,  for  my  own  part,  I 
was  fo  thunderftruck,  that  ]  (tood 
like  a  poft,  without  the  power  of  fo 
"  much  as  aflcing  what  (he  meant  by 
"   it.     "  Dear  fifter,"  faid  they  to  her, 
"  what  is  the  matter  ?  Let  us  know  ir, 
tl  that  we  may  try  to  relieve  you."— 
"  Take/'  faid  (he,  "  take  out  of  my 
"  fight, 
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"  fight,  that  vile  fellow!"  —  "  Why, 
«'  Madam,"  faid  I,  "  wherein  have  I 
*'  deferved  yourdifpleafure  ?"— '*  You 
i  villain  !"  laic 


are  a  viiia:n  '."  laid  flie,  with  furi- 
ous paffion;  "  what,  to  eat  garlick, 
and  not  wsfh  your  hands  !  Do  you 
think,  I  would  fuffer  fuch  a  fihhy 
fellow  to  touch  me?  Down  with 
him,  down  with  .him,  upon  the 
ground!"  continued  flie,  addreffing 
herfelf  to  the  ladies  ;  "  and  pray  let 
me  have  a  good  bulTs-pizzle."  In 
fhort,  I  was  thrown  upon  theground, 
and  while  fome  held  my  hands,  and 
others  my  feet,  my  wife,  who  was 
prefently  furniflied  with  a  weapon, 
laid  on  me  moll  unmercifully  till  I 
could  fcarce  breathe.  Then  flie  faid 
to  the  ladies  —  "  Take  him,  fend 
him  to  the  jufticiarv-judge,  and  let 
the  hand  be  cut  off  with  which  he 
fed  upon  the  garlick  ragout. 
"  God  blefs  my  foul!'1  cried  I, 
mull  I  be  beat  and  bruifed,  and  un- 
mercifully mauled,  and  ftill,  to  com- 
pleat  my  affliction,  have  my  hand  cut 
off,  and  all  for  eating  of  a  ragout 
with  garlick,  and  forgetting  to  wnfh 
my  hands?  What  proportion  is  there 
between  .  the  puniflmient  and  the 
crime?  Plague  on  the  ragout;  plague 
on  the  cook  that  drtfled  it;  and  may 
he  be  equally  unhappy  who  ferved  it 
up!" 


Here  the  fultanefs  di (continued  her 
ftory,  obferving  the  dawn  of  day;  and 
Schahriar  rofe,  laughing  heartily  at  the 
favourite  lady's  anger,  and  curious  to 
know  the  uplhot  of  the  ftory. 


NIGHT     CXLVIII. 

NEXT    morning     Scheherazade, 
waking  before  day,  refumed  the 
thread  of  her  difcourfe  to  this  purpofe. 

te  All  the  ladies  that  were  by,"  con- 
'  tinned  the  Bagdad  merchant,  "lock 
"  pity  on  me,  when  they  heard  the  cut- 
"  ing  off  of  my  hand  fpoken  of. 
«'  Dear  Madam!  dear  filter!"  laid  they 
"  to  the  favourite  lady,  "  you  carry 

*  your  refentment  too  far.  We  own  he 
«   is  a  man  quite  ignorant  of  the  world, 

*  that  he  does  not  obferve  your  quali- 
ty, and  the  regards  that  are  due  to 
you:  but  we  befeech  you  to  over- 
look and   pardon   the  fault  he  has 


committed."— «  I  have  not  received 
fuitable  fatisfa&ion,"  faid  flie,  "  I 
will  teach  him  to  know  the  world; 
I  will  make  him  Bear  the  fenfible 
marks  of  his  impertinence,  and  be 
cautious  hereafter  how  he  taltes  a 
garlick  ragout  without  wafliinsj  his 
liands."  However  they  ftill  corti- 
nued  their  felicitation,  and  fell 
down  at  her  feer;  and,  killing  her  fair 
hands — "  Good  Madam."  faid  they, 
in  the  name  of  God  moderate  your 
wrath,  and  grant  the  favour  we  re- 
queft!"  She  anfwered  never  a  word, 
but  got  up;  and,  after  throwing  ont 
a  thoufand  h:\rd  words  againft  me, 
walked  out  of  the  chamber j  and  all 
the  ladies  followed  hrr,  leaving  me 
in  inconceivable  nffiiftion. 
"  I  continued  there  ten  days,  with- 
out  feeing  any  body  but  an  old  wo- 
nun-ilavc  who  brought  me  victuals. 
I  afked  the  old  woman  what  was  be- 
come  of  the  favourite  lady:  "  She 
is  fick,"  faid  the  old  woman;  "  flie 
is  f;ck  of  the  poifoned  fmeil  you  in- 
felted  her  with.  Why  did  not  you 
take  rare  to  waft  your  hands  after 
eating  of  that  cm  fed  ragout?" — f<  Is 
it  puffihle,"  thought  I  to  myfelf, 
that  thefe  ladies  can  be  Jo  nice,  and 
fo  vindictive  for  fo  frnall  a  fault!"  In 
the  mean  time.  I  loved  my  wife,  not- 
withftanding  all  her  cruelty. 
"  One  day  the  old  woman  told  me 
my  fpoufe  was  recovered,  and  gone 
to  batlie,  ar.d  would  come  to  fee  me 
the  next  day:  «  So,"  faid  Die,  <(  I 
would  have  you  call  up  your  pa- 
tience,  and  endeavour  to  accommo- 
dr.te  yourfeJf  to  her  humour.  Be- 
fides,  {\\e  is  a  woman  of  good  fenfc 
and  difcretion,  and  entirely  beloved 
by  all  the  ladies  about  Zobeide's 
court." 

"  In  effc6l,  my  wife  came  next  night, 
ar.d  accoltcd  me  thus:  "  Youftelam 
too  good  in  feeing  you  again,  after 
the  affront  you  have  offered  me:  but 
ftill  I  cannot  ftoop  to  be  reconciled  to 
you,  till  I  have  punifhed  you  accord- 
ing  to  your  demerit,  in  net  walhing 
your  hands  after  eating  the  garlick- 
ragout."  This  faid,  flie  called  the 
ladies,  who,  by  her  order,  threw  me 
upon  the  ground;  and,  after  binding 
me  faft,  had  the  barbarity  to  cut  off 
my  thumbs  and  great  toes  them- 
felves,  with  a  razor,  One  of  the  la- 
dies  applied  a  certain  root  to  ftaunch 
«'  the 
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"  the  blood;  but,  what  by  bleeding  and 
J<  what  by  the  pain,  I  fwooned  away. 

"  When  I  came  to  myfelf,  they  gave 
"  me  wine  to  drink,  to  recruit  my 
"  ftrength.  "  Ah,  Madam!"  faid  I  to 
*'  my  wife,  *«  if  ever  I  eat  of  agarlick- 
"  ragout  attain, I  iblemnly  fwear  towam 
*'  rny  hands  a  hundred  and  twenty  times 
*'  with  the  herb  alcali,  with  the  ames 
*'  of  the  fame  plant,  and  with  foap!" 
•—*«  Well,"  replied  my  wife,  "  upon 
*'  that  condition  I  am  willing  to  for- 
1  get  what  is  pair,  and  live  with  you 
{  as  my  hufband. 

"  This,"  continued  theBagdad  mer- 
chant, add relH ng  himlelf  to  the  com- 
pany,  "  this   is  the  reafon  why  I  re- 
•  fiiied  toeatof  the  garlick-rsgout  that 
'  is  new  upon  the  table/' 

Day  appearing,  Scheherazade  flop- 
ped; but  next  night  me  went  on  to  the 
following  purpole. 


NIGHT     CXLIX. 


make  an  end  of  the  Bagdad 
*  merchant's  ftory — l<  The  la- 
"  dies,"  faid  he,  "  applied  to  my 
*'  wounds  not  only  the  root  I  mention- 
"  ed  to  you,  but  likewife  fome  balfam 
"  of  Mecca,  which  they  were  morally 
"  a  flu  red  was  not  adulterated,  becaufe 
"  they  !iad  it  out  of  the  caliph  s  own 
**  difpenfatory.  By  virtue  of  that  ad- 
"  mirable  balfam  v/as  I  perfectly  cur- 
<*  ed  in  a  few  days,  and  my  wife  and  I 
"  lived  together  as  agreeably  as  if  I 
had  never  eat  of  the  garlick-ragout. 
But  having  been  all  my  life-time  ufed 
to  the  liberty  of  ranging  abroad,  I 
was  very  uneafy  at  being  confin-  • 
ed  to  the  caliph's  pa!ace;  and  yet  I 
faid  nothing  of  it  to  my  wife,  for 
fear  of  difpleafmg  her.  However,{he 
fuielt  it;  and  wanted  nothing  more 
herfelf  than  to  get  out,  for  it  was 
gratitude  alone  that  made  her  conti- 
nue with  Zobeide.  In  fine,  being 
a  very  witty  woman,  (he  represented 
in  lively  terms  to  her  miltrefs  the 
conrtraint  I  was  under,  in  not  living 
in  the  city  with  my  fellow-compa- 
nions, as  I  had  always  done;  this  (he 
did  fjeffcfrualiy,  that  the  good  prin- 
cefs  chofe  rather  to  deprive  herfelf 
**  of  the  pleafure  of  having  her  favour- 


ite  about  her,  than  not  to  grant  what 

(he  equally  defired. 

*«  In  purfuance  of  this  grant,  about 

a    month  after  marriage,  my   wife 

came  into  my  room  with  feveral  eu- 

nuchs,  carrying  each  of  them  a  bag 

of  filver.     When  the  eunuchs  were 

gone — "  You  never  told  me,"  faid 

Hie,  "  that  you  were  uneafy  in  being 

confined  to  court;  but  I  perceived  it 

very  well,  and  have  happily  found 

means  to  make  you  contented.    My 

initirefs  Zobeide  gives  us  leave  to  go 

out  of  the  palace;  and  here  are  fifty 

thovifand  fequins,  of  which  (lie  has 

made  us  a  prefent,  in  order  to  enable 

us  to  live  comfortably  in  the  city. 

Pr'ythee  take  ten  thoufaqd  of  them, 

and  go  and  buy  us  a  houfe." 

"  I  quickly  found  a  houfe  with  the 

"  money;  and,  after  furnifhing  it  rich- 

"  ly,  we  went  and  lived  in  it;  and  kept 

"  a  great  many  flaves  of  both  fexes, 

"  with   a   very   pretty   equipage.     In 

"   fliort,  we  began  to  live  after  a  very 

*'  agreeable  manner;  but  it  did  not  lad 

"  long.     At  a  year's  end  my  wife  fell 

*'  fick,  and  died. 

"  I  might  have  married  again,  and 
"  lived  honourably  at  Bagdad;  but  the 
"  curiofity  of  feeing  the  world  put  me 
"  upon  other  thoughts.  I  fold  my 
t(  houfe;  and,  after  buying  up  feveral 
"  forts  of  goods,  I  went  with  a  cara- 
"  van  to  Perfia,  from  Perfia  I  travelled 
*'  to  Samarcande,  and  from  thence  hi- 
««  ther." 

*  This,"  faid  the  purveyor  to  the 
Sultan  of  Cafgar,  «  this  is  the  ftory 
'  that  the  Bagdad  merchant  told  in  a 

*  company  where  I  was  yeftefday.'— 
«  This  itory,'  faid   the   fultan,  «  has 
c  fomething  in  it  that  is  extraordinary; 
'  but  it  does  not  come  near  that  of  my 
«  little  Hunch-back.'  Then  the  Jewifh 
phyiician  proltrated  himfelf  before  the 
fultan's  throne;  and,  rifing  again,  ad- 
dreffed  himlelf  to  that  prince  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner.  <  '  Sir,  if  you  will  be 

*  fo  good  as  to  hear  me,  I  flatter  my- 

*  felf  you  will  be  pleaied  with  a  ftory  I 
'  h?.ve  to  tell  to  you.' — «  Well  fpoken/ 
faid  a,c  i'ultan,  *  but  if  it  is  not  more 

*  furprizing  than  that  of  little  Hunch. 
'  back,  do  not  expect  to  live.' 

Day  appearing,  the  fultanefs  flopped 
here,  but  re  fumed  her  difcourfe  next 
night  as  follows. 


NIGHT 
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flT^HE  Jewifh  phyfician,  finding  the 
J[     Sultan  of  Cafgar  difpofed  to  hear 
him,  gave  him  the  following  relation. 


THE  STORY  TOLD  BY  THE  JEWISH 

PHYSICIAN, 
SIR, 

*  TIT  H  E  N  I  was  a  (Indent  of  phyfick, 

*^*  *  and  jutt  beginning  the  prac- 
tice of  that  noble  profeflion  with  ibme 
reputation,  a  man -Have  called  me  to 
lee  a  patient  in  the  governor  of  the 
city's  family.  Accordingly  I  went, 
and  was  carried  into  a  room,  where 
I  found  a  very  handfome  young  man, 
who  was  mightily  caft  down  with 
his  condition:  I  fainted  him,  and  fat 
down  by  him;  but  he  made  no  return 
to  my  compliments,  only  by  a  fign 
with  his  eyes  that  he  heard  me,  and 
thanked  me.  "  Pray,  Sir,"  faid  I, 
'  give  me  your  hand,  that  I  may  feel 
'  your  pulfe."  But  inftead  of  frretch- 
out  his  right,  he  gave  me  his  left- 
hand,  at  which  I  was  extremely  fur- 
prized.  «  This,"  thought  I  to  my- 
feif,  "  is  a  grofs  piece  of  ignorance, 
'  that  he  does  not  know  that  people 

*  prefent   their  right-hands,  and  not 
their  left,  to  a  phyfician."  However, 

I  felt  his  pulfe,  wrote  him  a  receipt, 
and  then  took  my  leave. 
'  I  continued  my  vifits  for  nine  days; 
and  every  time  J  felt  his  pulfe  he  itill 
gave  me  the  left-hand.  On  the  tenth 
day  he  feemed  to  be  pretty  well,  and 
fo  I  prefcribed  nothing  for  him  but 
bathing.  The  governor  of  Damafcus, 
who  was  by,  did,  in  teftimony  of  his 
being  well  fatisfied  with  my  fervice, 
inveft  me  with  a  very  rich  robe,  fay- 
ing, he  made  me  a  phyfician  of  the 
city-hofpital,  and  phyfician  in  ordi- 
nary to  his  houfe,  where  I  might 
freely  eat  at  his  table  when  I  pleafed. 
'  The  young  man  likewife  fhewed 
me  many  civilities,  and  aiked  me  to 
accompany  him  to  the  bath.  Accord- 
ingly we  went  together,  and  when 
his  attendants  had  undrefled  him,  1 
perceived  he  wanted  the  right-hand, 
and  that  it  had  not  been  long  cut  off, 
which  hid  been  theoccafion  of  his  dif- 
temper,  though  concealed  from  me; 
for  while  the  people  about  him  were 


applying  proper  medicines  externally, 
they  had  called  me  to  prevent  the  iM 
confequenceof  the  fever  he  was  then 
in.      I  was  very  much  furprized,  and 
concerned,  on  feeing  his  misfortune; 
which    he    obferved    by,  my   counte- 
nance.    '«  Dodor,"  cried  he,  "do 
'   not  be  aftoniflied  to  fee  that  my  hand 
'  is  cut  off;  Ibme  day  or  other  I   will 
'  teil  you    the  occafion  of  it,   and   in 
'  that  relation  you  will  be  entertained 
'  with  very  furprizing adventures." 
*  When  we  had  done  bathing,  we 
fat  down  and  ate;  and,  after  we  had 
difcourfed  together  fome  time,  he  alk- 
ed  me  if  it  would  be  any  prejudice  to 
his  health,   if  he  went  and  took   a 
walk  out  of  town  in  the  governors 
garden:    I  made  arifwer,  it  would  be 
fo  far  from  i/'juring,  that  it  would 
benefit  his  health.    "  Since  it  is  fo,1* 
faid  he,  <c  if  you  will  let  me  have  your 
company,  I  will  tell  you  the  hiftory 
of  my  adventures."    I  replied,  I  was 
at  his  command  for  all  that  day.  Up- 
on which  he  prefently  called  his  fer- 
vants  to  bring  fomethingfor  a  colla- 
tion, and  fo  we  went  to  the  governor's 
garden.    There  we  took  two  or  three 
turns,  and  then  fat  down  upon  a  car- 
pet that  his  fervants  had  fpread  un- 
der a   tree,  which  gave  a  very  plea- 
fant  made.     After  we  were  let,  the 
young  man  gave  me  his  hiftory  in  the 
following  terms. 

"  I  was  born,"  faid  he,  "  atMouflbul, 
and  defcended  from  one  of  the  moft 
confiderable  families  in  that  city. 
My  father  was  the  eldeft  of  ten  bro- 
thers, who  were  all  alive  and  mar- 
ried when  my  grandfather  died. 
All  the  brothers  were  childlefs,  but 
my  father;  and  he  had  no  child  but 
me.  He  took  a  particular  care  cf 
my  education;  and  made  me  learn, 
every  thing  that  was  proper  for  a 
child  of  my  quality." 


«  But,  Sir,'  faid  Scheherazade,  '  I 
'  am  enjoined  filence  by  the  day,  which 
t  now  appears:'  fo  fheftopped,  and  the 
ful tan  rofe. 


NIGHT    CLI. 

NEXT  morning  Scheherazade  con- 
tinued her  laft  ftory  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner. 

SIR, 
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The  Jewifh  phyfician,addreflin2;him- 
fdf  to 'the  Sultan  of  Calgar— "<  The 
'  young  gentleman  of  MoufToul,'  faid 
he,  '  went  on  thus. 

*'  When  I  was  grown  pretty  tall, 
"  and  beginning  to  keep  company  with 
"  the  world,  I  happened  one  Friday  to 
"  be  at  noon -prayers  with  my  father 
"  and  my  uncles  in  the  great  mofque 
"  of  Mouflbul.  And  after  prayers 
"  were  over,  the  reft  of  the  company 
"  going  away,  my  father  and  my  un- 
*{  cles  continued  fitting  upon  the  beft 
"  tapeftry  in  the  mofque,  and  I  fat 
"  down  by  them.  They  difcourfed  of 
"  feveral  things,  but  they  fell  infenfil 
ft  bly,  I  do  not  know  how,  upon  the 
4<  fubjeft  of  voyages.  They  extolled 
"  the  beauties  and  peculiar  rarities  of 
'*  fome  kingdoms,  and  of  their  princi- 
"  pal  cities.  But  one  of  my  uncles 
"  laid  that,  "-according  to  the  report  of 
"  a  great  number  of  voyagers,  there 
"  was  not  in  the  world  a  pleafanter 
"  country  than  Egypt,  nor  river  than 
"  the  Nile;  and  the  account  he  gave  of 
"  them  infufed  into  me  fuch  a  charm- 
"  ing  idea  of  them,  that  from  that  very 
'*  moment  I  had  a  defire  to  travel. 
"  Whatever  my  other  uncles  laid,  by 
**  way  of  preference  to  Bagdad  and 
"  the  Tigris,  in  calling  Bagdad  the 
<c  true  refidence  of  the  Muflulman  re- 
"  ligion,  and  the  metropolis  of  all  the 
"  cities  in  the  earth,  all  this  made  no 
"  impreflionupon  me.  My  father  join- 
"  ed  in  his  opinion  with  thofe  who 
"  had  fyoken  on  the  behalf  of  Egypt, 
"  which  gave  me  a  great  deal  of  joy. 
"  Say  what  you  will,"  faid  he,  "  he 
"  that  has  not  feen  Egypt,  has  not  feen 
"  the  greatert  rarity  in  the  world.  Ail 
<c  the  land  there  is  golden;  I  mean,  it 
"  is  fo  fertile,  that  it  enriches  it's  in- 
"  habitants.  All  the  women  of  that 
**  country  are  charming,  either  in  their 
"  beauty  or  in  their  agreeable  carriage. 
"  If  you  fpeak  of  the  Nile,  pray  where 
<*  is  there  a  more  admirable  river? 
*'  What  water  was  ever  lighter  or  more 
**  delicious?  The  very  flime  it  carries 
"  along  in  it's  overflowing,  fattens  a 
"  thoufand  times  more  than  other 
*'  countries  that  are  cultivated  with 
"  great  labour.  Do  but  mind  what  a 
"  poet  faid  of  the  Egyptians,  when  he 
"  was  obliged  todepartEgypt:  "Your 
"  Nile  loads  you  with  good  offices  eve- 
««  ry  dayj  it  is  for  you  only  that  it  tra- 


vels  fo  far.  Alas!  in  removing  from 
you,  my  tears  are  going  to  run  as 
abundantly  as  it's  water;  you  are  to 
con  tjnue  in  the  enjoyment  of  it's  fwcet- 
nefTes,  while  I  am  condemned  to  -b 
myfelf  of  them  againft  my  will.'" 
"  If  you  loo)?;,"  added  my  father, 
towatds  the  ifland  that  is  formed  by 
the  two  greateft  branches  of  the  Nile, 
what  variety  of  verdure  have  you 
there!  What  enamel  of  all  forts  of 
flowers!  What  a  prodigious  number 
of  cities,  villages,  canals,  and  a 
thoufand  other  agreeable  objefts  I 
If  you  caft  your  eyes  on  the  other  fide, 
fleering  up  towards*  Ethiopia,  how 
many  other  fubjec~ls  of  admiration  I 
I  cannot  compare  the  verdure  of  to- 
many  plains,  watered  with  the  dif- 
ferent canals  of  the  ifland,  better 
than  to  fparkling  emeralds  lot  in  iil- 
ver.  Is  not  Great  Cairo  the  largeft, 
the  moft  populous,  and  the  ricnelt 
city,  in  theuniverfe  ?  What  a  prodi- 
gious number  of  magnificent  edi- 
fices, both  publick  and  private  !  If 
you  view  the  pyramids,  you  will  be 
feized  with  aftonifhment;  you  will 
turn  ftiff  and  unmoveable  at  the 
fight  of  thefe  mafles  of  ftone  of  an 
extravagant  thicknefs,  which  rife  to 
the  flcies;  you  will  be  obliged  to  con- 
fefs,  that  the  Pharaohs,  who  em- 
ployed fuch  riches,  and  fo  many  men, 
in  building  them,  mult  have  lurpaf- 
led  all  the  monarchs  that  have  ap- 
peared fince,  not  only  in  Egypt,  but 
all  the  world  over,  in  magnificence 
and  invention  j  fo  tranfcendent  are 
the  monuments  they  have  left  wor- 
thy of  their  memory:  monuments  fo 
ancient,  that  the  learned  cannotagree 
upon  the  time  of  their  erection  ;  and 
yet  fuch  as  Hand  to  this  day,  and  will 
laft  to  future  ages.  I  fiiently  pals 
over  the  maritime  cities  of  the  king- 
dom of  Egypt,  f-jch  as  Damieta, 
Roietum,  Alexandria,  &c.  where 
the  Lord  knows  how  many  nations 
come  for  a  thoufand  forts  of  grain, 
feeds,  cloth,  and  an  infinite  number 
of  other  things  calculated  for  the 
conveniency  and  the  delight  of  men. 
What  I  Ipeak  of,  I  have  occafion  to 
knowj  I  fpent  fame  years  of  my 
youth  there,  which,  as  long  as  I  live, 
I  fhail  always  reckon  the  moft  agree- 
able part  ot  my  life." 


Scheherazade  was  running  on  at  this 

rate,  when  day-light    appeared,    and 

C  s 
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made  her  mute:  but  towards  the  clofe 
of  the  enfuing  night,  (he  purfued  her 
ftory  in  the  following  manner. 


NIGHT    CLII. 


to 

"  give  my  father,"  continued 
'  the  young  man  of  Mouflbul,  "  and 
"  agreed  to  all  he  faid  of  the  Nile,  of 
"  Cairo,  and  of  the  whole  kingdom  of 
"  Egypt:  as  for  my  own  part,  I  was 
"  fo  taken  with  it,  that  I  had  never  a 


wn 
my 


ink  of  fleep  that  night.  Soon  after, 
y  uncles  declared  of  themfelves 
<f  how  much  they  were  touched  with 
•'  my  father's  difcourfe.  They  made 
"  a  propofal  to  him,  that  they  (hould 
"  travel  all  together  into  Egypt.  He 
"  accepted  of  the  propofal j  and,  being 
"  rich  merchants,  they  refol  ved  to  carry 
"  with  them  fuch  goods  as  would  go 
"  off  there.  I  came  to  know  that  they 
"  were  making  preparations  for  their 
"  departure;  and  thereupon  went  to 
*'  my  father,  and  begged  him,  with 
"  tears  in  my  eyes,  that  he  would  fuffer 
"  me  to  go  along  with  him,  and  allow 
*'  me  feme  ftock  of  goods  to  trade  with 
"  myfelf.  "  You  are  too  young  yet," 
"  faid  my  father,  "  to  travel  into  E- 
"  gyp*;  tne  fatigue  is  too  great  for 
*'  you;  and,  befides,  I  am  fure  you  will 
"  come  off  a  lofer  in  your  traffick." 
However,  thefe  words  did  not  cure 
me  of  the  eager  defire  I  had  to  tra- 
vel. I  made  ufe  of  my  uncles  in- 
tereft  with  my  father,  who  at  laft 
'  granted  me  leave  to  go  as  far  as  Da- 
mafcus, where  they  would  drop  me 
till  they  went  through  their  travels 
into  Egypt.  "  The  city  of  Da- 
mafcus," faid  my  father,  "  may 
'  likewife  glory  in  it's  beauties,  arid 

*  it  is  very  well,  if  my  fon  get  leave 

*  to  go  fo  far."     Though  my  curiofity 
(  to  fee  Egypt  was  very  prefling,  I 
4  confidered  he  was  my  father,  and 
'  fubmitted  to  his  will. 

"  So  I  fet  out  from  Tvloufloul  with 
"  him  and  my  uncles.  We  travelled 
"  through  Mefopotamia,  patted  the 
"  Euphrates,  and  arrived  at  Halep, 
"  where  we  ftaid  forne  days.  From 
"  thence  we  went  to  Damafcus,  the 
*'  fii  (I  fight  of  which  was  a  very  agree- 


able  furprize  to  me.  We  all  lodged 
in  one  khan  ;  and  I  had  the  view  of  a 
city  that  was  large,  populous,  full  of 
fine  people,  and  very  well  fortified. 
We  employed  fome  days  in  walking 
up  and  down  the  delicious  gardens 
thatfurroundedit;  and  we  all  agreed, 
that  Damafcus  was  juftly  laid  to  be 
feated  in  a  paradife.  At  laft  my 
uncles  thought  of  purfuing  their 
journey;  but  took  care,  before  they 
went,  to  fell  my  goods,  which  they 
did  fo  advantagcoufly  for  me,  that  I 
got  five  hundred  per  cent.  This 
fale  fetched  me  fo  confiderable  a  fum, 
that  I  was  tranfported  to  fee  myfelf 
pofTeffor  of  it. 

*'  My  father  and  my  uncles  left  me 
in  Damafcus,  and  purfued  their  jour- 
ney. After  their  departure,  I  ufed 
mighty  caution  not  to  lay  out  my 
money  idly.  But  at  the  fame  time 
I  took  a  (lately  houfe,  all  of  marble, 
adorned  with  pictures  of  gold,  and 
a  pure  branched  work,  and  excellent 
water- works.  I  furniflied  it,  not  fo 
richly  indeed  as  the  magnificence  of 
the  place  deferved,  but  at  leaft  hand- 
fomely  enough  for  a  young  man  of  my 
condition*.  It  had  formerly  belonged 
to  one  of  the  principal  lords  of  the 
city,  whofe  name  was  Modoun  Adal- 
raham;  but  then  was  the  property 
of  a  rich  jewel-merchant,  to  whom 
I  paid  for  it  only  two  fherriffs  *  a 
month.  I  had  a  pretty  large  number 
ofdomefticks,  and  lived  honourably: 
fometimes  I  gave  entertainments  to 
fuch  people  as  I  was  acquainted  with, 
and  fometimes  I  went  arid  was  treat- 
ed by  them.  Thus  did  I  fpend  my 
time  at  Damafcus,  waiting  for  my 
father's  return;  no  paffion  dilturbed, 
my  repofe,  and  my  only  employ- 
ment was  converfing  with  people  of 
credit. 

'*  One  day,  as  I  fat  taking  the  cool 
air  at  my  gate,  a  very  handfome  fine 
lady  came  to  me,  a,nd  alked  if  I  did 
not  fell  (luffs';  but  no  fooner  fpoke 
the  words,  than  (lie  went  into  my 
houfe." 


Here  Scheherazade  (lopped,  perceiv- 
ing day;  but  the  next  night  went  on 
as  follows. 


*  A  Cierriff  rs  the  fame  with  a  fequin,     This  word  is  in  the  ancient  authors. 

NIGHT 


ARABIAN  NIGHTS  ENTERTAINMENTS.     2OI 


NIGHT    CLIII. 

WHEN  Ifaw,"  faid  the  young 
'  man  of  Mouffoul,  "  that 
the  lady  had  gone  into  my  houfe,  I 
rofe,  and  having  ftiut  the  gate,  took 
her  into  the  hal),  and  prayed  her 
to  fit  down.  "  Madam,"  faid  I, 
I  have  had  fluffs  that  were  fit  to  be 
/hewn  to  you,  but  I  have  them  not 
now;  for  which  I  am  very  forry." 
She  took  off  the  veil  that  covered  her 
face,  and  made  a  beauty  fparkle  in 
my  eyes,  which  affecled  me  with  fuch 
motions  as  I  had  never  felt  before. 
I  have  no  occafion  for  fluffs,"  faid 
fhe;  "I  only  come  to  fee  you,  and 
pafs  the  evening  with  you:  if  you 
are  pleafed  with  it,  all  I  afk  of  you 
is  a  light  collation." 
"  Tranfported  with  fuch  happy 
luck,  I  ordered  the  folks  to  bring  us 
feveral  forts  of  fruits,  and  fome 
bottles  of  wine.  They  ferved  us 
nimbly}  and  we  eat  and  drank,  and 
made  merry  till  midnight.  In  fhort, 
I  had  not  puffed  a  night  fo  agreeably 
all  the  while  I  had  been  there.  Next 
morning  I  would  have  put  ten  fher- 
riffs  in  the  lady^s  hands,  but  fhe  re- 
fufed  them.  "  I  am  not  come  to 
fee  you,"  faid  fhe,  "  from  a  defign 
ofintereflj  you  affront  me:  I  am  fo 
far  from  receiving  money  of  you, 
that  I  defire  you  to  take  money  of 
,me,  orelfe  I  will  fee  you  no  more." 
In  fpeaking  this,  fhe  clapped  her  hand 
into  her  purfe,  lookout  ten  fherriffs, 
and  forced  me  to  take  them,  faying 
"  You  may  expeft  me  three  days 
hence  after  fun-let."  Then  fhe  took 
leave  of  me;  and  I  felt  that  when  me 
went  fhe  carried  my  heart  along  with 
her. 

"  She  did  not  fail  to  return  at  the 
appointed  hour  three  days  after;  and 
I  did  not  fail  to  receive  her  with  all 
the  joy  of  a  perfon  that  waited  im- 
patiently for  her  arrival.  The  even- 
ing and  the  night  we  fpent  as  before; 
and  next  day  at  parting  fhe  promifed 
to  return  the  third  day  after.  How- 
ever,  fhe  did  not  go  without  forcing 
me  to  take  ten  fherriffs  more. 
"  She  returned  a  third  time;  and  at 
that  interview,  when  we 'were  both 
warm  with  wine,  fhe  fpoke  thus — 
My  dear  heart,  what  do  you  think 
of  roe?  Am  I  not  handfome  and 


agreeable  ?" — "  Madam,"  faid  I, 
all  the  marks  of  love  with  which  I 
entertain  you,  ought  to  perfuade  you 
that  I  love  you;  I  am  charmed  in 
feeing  you,  and  more  fo  in  enjoying 
you.  You  are  my  queen,  my  ful- 
tanefs!  in  you  lies  all  the  felicity  of 
my  life." — '<  Ah,  Sir!'1  replied  (he, 
I  am  affuredyou  would  fpeak  other- 
wife,  if  you  faw  a  certain  lady  of 
my  acquaintance,  that  is  younger 
and  handfomer  than  I.  She  is  a  lady 
of  fuch  a  pleafant,  jocund  temper,  as 
would  make  the  molt  melancholy 
people  merry:  I  muft  bring  her  hi- 
ther; I  fpoke  of  you  to  her,  and 
from  the  account  I  have  given  of 
you,  fhe  dies  of  defire  to  fee  you. 
She  entreated  me  to  gain  her  that 
pleafure;  but  I  did  not  dare  to  hu- 
mour her  without  fpeaking  to  you 
beforehand." — «'  Madam,"  faid  I, 
you  (hall  do  what  you  pleafe;  but 
whatever  you  may  fay  of  your  friend, - 
I  defy  all  her  charms  to  tear  my 
heart  from  you,  to  whom  it  is  fo  in- 
violably tied,  that  nothing  can  dif- 
engage  it." — "  Do  not  be  too  po- 
fitive,"  faid  fhej  "  I  now  tell  you, 
I  am  about  to  put  your  heart  to  a 
ftrange  trial." 

"  We  ftaid  together  all  night,  and 
next  morning  at  parting,  inftead  of 
ten  fherriffs,  fhe  gave  me  fifteen, 
which  I  was  forced  to  accept.  "Re- 
member," faid  fhe,  "  that  in  two 
days  time  you  are  to  have  a  new 
gueft;  pray  take  care  to  give  her  a 
good  reception:  we  will  come  at  the 
ufnal  hour,  after  fun- fet."  I  took 
care  to  have  my  hall  in  great  order, 
and  a  nice  collation  prepared  againft 
they  came." 


Here  Scheherazade,  obferving  it  was 
day,  flopped:  but  the  next  night  fhe 
went  on  as  follows. 


NIGHT    CL1V. 


THE  young  man  of  Mouffoul,  re- 
counting the  hiftory  of  his  ad- 
ventures to  the  Jewifh  phyfician,  con- 
tinued thus. 

"  I  waited,"  faid  he,  "for  the  two 

«'  ladies   with  impatience,  and  at  lafl 

"  they  arrived.     They  both  unveiled 

*<  themfelvesj   and  as  I  had  been  fur- 

C  c  a  «*  prized 
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(t  prized  with  the  beauty  of  the  firft, 
*'  I  had  reafon  to  be  much  more  fo 
"  when  I  faw  her  friend.  She  had  re- 
<c  gular  features,  a  lively  complexion, 
"  and  fuch  fparkling  eyes,  that  I  could 
"  hardly  bear  their  fplendor.  Ithank- 
«'  ed  her  for  the  honour  fhe  did  me* 
f(  and  entreated  her  to  excufe  me  if  I 
«*  did  not  give  her  the  reception  (he  de- 
*'  ferved.  "  No  compliments,''  faid 
"  (he;  «*  it  fhould  be  my  part  to  make 
'*  them  to  you,  forallowing  my  friend 
**  to  bring  me  hither.  But  fince  you 
"  are  pieafed  to  fuffer  it,  let  us  lay 
"  afide  all  ceremony,  and  think  of  no- 
"  thing  but  being  merry." 

"  As  foonasthe  ladies  arrived,  the 
"  collation  was  ferved  up,  and  we  fat 
"  down  to  fupper.  I  fat  oppoilte  to 
"  the  ftranger  lady,  who  never  left  off 
«*  looking  on  me  with  a  fmile.  I  could 
"  nat  reft  ft  her  conquering  eyes,  and 
'/  me  made  herfelf  miftrefs  of  my  heart 
'<  wjth  fuch  force,  that  I  hadnotpow- 
<«  er  to  offer  oppofition.  .But  infpiring 
"  me,  (he  took  fire  herfelf,  and  was 
"  equally  touched;  and  was  fo  far 
"  from  (hewing  any  thing  of  con- 
"  ftraintin  her  carriage,  that  (he  told 
<f  me  very  fcnfible,  moving  things. 

"  The  other  lady,  who  obferved  us, 
«c  did  nothing  at  firft  but  laugh  at  us. 
"  I  told  you,1'  faid  (he,  addrefling  her- 
"  felf  to  me,  "  you  would  find  my 
«{  friend  full  of  charms;  and  I  perceive 
«<  you  have  already  violated  the  oath 
*'  you  made  me  of  being  faithful  to 
t(  me." — «  Madam,"  faid  I,  laughing 
**  as  well  as  (he,  "  you  would  have 
"  reafon  to  complain  of  me,  if  I  were 
"  wantingin  civility  to  a  lady  that  you 
*'  brought  hither,  and  one  whom  you 
**  are  fond  of;  you  might  then  up- 
"  braid  me,  both  of  you,  for  not  know- 
'*  ing  the  meafures  of  hofpitality  and 
<l  entertainment." 

"  We  continued  to  drink  on;  but  as 
ts  the  wine  grew  warm  in  ourftomachs, 
«'  the  ftranger  lady  and  I  ogled  one 
«'  another  with  fo  little  referve,  that  her 
«{  friend  grew  jealous,  and  quickly 
**  gave  us  a  difmal  proof  of  her jea- 
««  loufy.  She  rofe  from  the  table,  an'd 
«<  went  out,  faying  (he  wo1'1''  *•*.  with 
*'  us  prefently  again:  bufc  a  i«.w  mo- 
««  ments  after  the  lady  that  ftaid  with 
«'  me  changed  her  countenance,  fell 
"  into  violent  convulfions,  and,  in  fine, 
*'  expired  in  my  arms,  while  I  was 
"  calling  for  tiu  people  to  come  and 


affift  me  in  relieving  her.  Immedi- 
ately I  went  out,  and  enquired  for 
the  other  lady;  and  my  people  told 
me  that  the  had  opened  the  ftreet- 
door,  and  gone  out.  I  inftantly  fu- 
fpe6led,what  was  really  true,  that  (he 
had  been  the  caufe  of  her  friend's 
death.  In  fine,  (he  had  had  the  dex- 
terity, and  malice  to  put  fome  very 
ftrong  .poifon  into  the  laft  glafs, 
which  (he  gave  her  out  of  her  own 
hand. 

"  I  was  afflicted  to  the  luft  degree 
with  the  accident.  "  What  (hail  I 
do  >"  thought  I  to  njy felf.  "  What 
will  become  of  me?"  I  thought 
there  was  no  time  tolofe;  and  there- 
fore, it  being  then  moon-light,  made 
my  fervants  quietly  take  up  a  great 
piece  of  mtuble,  with  which  the  yard 
of  my  houfe  was  pnved  ;  under  that 
I  made  them  dig  a  hole  prefently, 
and  there  interred  the  corpfe  of  the 
young  hdy.  After  replacing  the 
Itone,  I  put  on  a  travel !ing-fuit,  and 
took  what  filver  I  had;  aod,  having 
locked  up  every  thing,  afHxed  my 
own  feal  to  the  door  of  my  houie. 
This  done,  I  went  in  fearch  of  the 
jewel-merchant  my  landlord,  paid 
him  what  rent  I  owed,  with  a  year's 
rent  more  ;  and  giving  him  the  key, 
prayed  him  iokeep  it  for  me.  "  A 
very  urgent  affair,"  faid  I,  "  obliges, 
me  to  be  abfent  for  fome  time;  I 
am  under  the  neceflity  of  going  to 
find  out  my  uncles  at  Cairo."  In 
fine,  I  took  my  leave  of  him,  and 
that  very  moment  mounted  my  horfe, 
and  fetout  with  my  equipage." 


Day  appearing,  Scheherazade  dif. 
continued  her  difcourfe  j  but  refumeij 
it  next  night  as  follows. 


NIGHT    CLV. 

IHad  a  good  journey,"  continued 
«  the  young  man  of  Mofibul, 
and  arrived  at  Cairo  without  any  ill 
accident.  There  I  met  with  my  un- 
cles, who  were  very  much  furprized 
to  fee  me.  To  excufe  myfelf,  I  pre- 
tended I  was  tired  of  ftaying  for 
them  ;  and  hearing  nothing  of  them, 
w  fo  uneafy  that  I  could  not  be 
iu  rjed  without  coming  to  Cairo, 
They  received  me  very  kindly,  and 
promifed  that  ray  father  iliould  not 
«  be 
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<c  be  angry  with  me  for  leaving  Da- 
*'  mafcus  without  his  permiffion.  I 
"  lodged  in  the  fame  khan  with  them, 
'*  and  faw  all  the  curiofities  of  Cairo. 

"  Having  finifhed  their  traffick,  they 
"  began  to  fpeak  of  returning  to  Mouf- 
"  foul,  and'  to  make  preparations  for 
"  their  departure;  but  I  having  a  mind 
"  to  fee  fomething  in  Egypt  which  I 
had  not  yet  feen,  left  my  uncles, 
went  to  lodge  at  a  great  diftance  from 
the  khan,'  and  did  not  appear  till 
they  were  gone.  They  had  fought 
forme  all  over  the  city;  but  not 
finding  me,  they  judged  the  remorfe 
of  having  come  to  Egypt  without 
my  father's  confent  had  put  me  upon 
returning  to  Damafcus  without  fay- 
ing  any  thing  to  them  :  fo  they  be- 
gan their  journey,  expefling  to  find 
me  at  Damafcus,  and  there  take  me 
up. 

"  I  continued  at  Cairo  after  their 
departure  three  years,  to  give  full 
fatisfaftion  to  the  curiofity  I  had  of 
feeing  all  the  wonders  of  E*gypt. 
During  that  time  I  took  care  to  fend 
money  to  the  jewel-merchant,  order- 
ing him  to  keep  my  houfe  for  me; 
for  I  had  formed  a  defign  of  returning 
to  Damafcus,  and  of  (laying  there 
for  fome  years.  I  had  no  adventure 
at  Cairo  worthy  of  your  hearing; 
but  doubtlefs  you  will  be  furprized 
at  that  which  I  met  with  after  my 
return  to  Damafcus. 
*'  Arriving  at  that  city,  I  went  to  ' 
the  jewel- merchant's  houfe,  who  re- 
ceived me  joyfully,  and  would'needs 
go  along  with  me  to  my  houfe,  to 
(hew  me  that  nobody  had  entered  it 
whilft  I  was  abfent.  In  effeft,  the 
feal  was  entire  upon  the  lock  ;  and 
when  I  went  in,  I  found  every  thing 
in  the  fame  order  in  which  I  had 
left  it. 

"  In  fweeping  and  cleaning  out  my 
"  hall  where  I  had  ufed  to  eat,  one  of 
"  my  fervants  found  a  gold -chain 
"  necklace,  with  ten  very  large  and 
"  very  perfect  pearls  fixed  on  it  at  cer- 
"  tain  diftances.  He  brought  it  to  me, 
4{  and  I  knew  it  to  be  the  fame  which 
"  I  had  feen  upon  the  lady's  neck  who 
<c  was  poifoned ;  and  concluded  that 
"  it  then  broke  off  and  fell,  though  I 
'*  did  not  perceive  it.  I  could  not  look 
"  upon  it  without  (hedding  tears,  when 
*'  I  called  to  mind  the  lovely  creature 
"  I  had  feen  die  in  fo  fatal  a  manner. 


I  wrapped  it  up,  and  put  it  in  my 
bofom. 

'I  paffedfome  days  in  working  ofFthe 
fatigues  of  my  voyage;  after  which 
I  began  to  vifit  my  former  acquaint- 
ance. I  abandoned  myfelf  to  all 
manner  of  pleafure,  and  infenfibly 
fquandered  away  all  my  money.  Be- 
ing in  this  condition,  inftead  of  fell- 
ing my  moveables,  I  refolved  to  dif- 
poi'e  of  rny  necklace;  but  I  had  fo 
little  (kill  in  pearls,  that  I  took  my 
meafures  very  imprudently,  as  you. 
(hall  prefently  hear. 
'«  I  went  to  the  bezeftein,  where  I 
called  a  crier  afide;  and,  (hewing  him 
the  necklace,  told  him  I  had  a  mind 
to  fell  it,  and  defired  him  to  (hew  it 
to  the  principal  jewellers.  The  crier 
was  furprized  to  fee  fuch  an  orna- 
ment. "  What  a  pretty  thing  it  is  P* 
cried  he,  (taring  upon  it  with  admi- 
ration :  "  Never  did  our  merchants 
fee  any  thing  fo  rich!  I  am  fure  I 
(hall  oblige  them  in  (hewing  it  to 
them ;  and  you  need  not  douot  but 
that  they  will  fet  a  high  price  upon 
it,  in  emulation  with  one  another." 
He  carried  me  to  a  (hop  which  proved 
to  be  my  landlord's.  "  Tarry  here," 
f:iid  the  crier;  "  I  will  return  pre- 
fently,  and  bring  you  an  anfwer." 
"  While  he  was  running  aboyt  to 
(hew  the  necklace,  I  fat  with  the 
jeweller,  who  was  glad  to  fee  me, 
and  we  converfed  together  upon 
common  fubjefts.  The  crier  re- 
turned; and  calling  me  afide,  inftead 
of  telling  me  that  the  necklace  was 
valued  at  two  thoufand  (heniffs,  he 
aflured  me  that  nobody  would  give 
more  than  fifty.  <•  The  reafon 
is,1'  added  he,  "  the  pearls  are  falfej 
fee  therefore  if  you  can  part  with 
it  at  that  price."  I  took  the  fellow 
to  be  very  honed;  and, wanting  mo- 
ney— "  Go,11  faid  I,  "  I  truft  to 
what  you  fay,  and  they  who  know 
better  than  myfelf;  deliver  it  to 
them,  and  bring  me  the  money  im- 
mediately." 

"  The  crier  had  been  ordered  to  of- 
fer me  fifty  fherriffs  by  one  of  the 
richeft  jewellers  in  town,  who  had 
only  made  that  offer  on  purpofe  to 
try  if  I  was  well  acquainted  with 
the  value  of  the  goods  I  expofed  to 
fale.  He  had  no  fooner  received  my 
anfwer,  than  he  carried  the  crier  to 
the  jufticiary-judgej  and,  (hewing 
"  him 
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"  him  the  necklace — "  Sir,"  faid  he, 
"  here  is  a  necklace  that  was  ftolen 
"  from  me;  and  the  thief,  under  the 
*e  character  of  a  merchant,  has  had  the 
*'  impudence  to  offer  it  to  fale,  and  is 
"  at  this  time  in  the  bezeftein.  He  is 
*«  willing  to  take  fifiy  flierriffs  for  a 
'*  necklace  that  is  worth  two  thoufand, 
*'  which  is  a  plain  argument  that  it  is 
««  ftolen." 

"  The  judge  fent  immediately  to 
"  have  me  apprehended  ;  and  when  I 
"  came  before  him,  he  afked  me  if  the 
"  necklace  he  had  in  his  hand  was  not 
*c  the  fame  that  I  had  expofed  to  fale 
"  in  the  bezeftein  :  I  told  him  it  was. 
**  Is  it  true,"  faid  he,  "  that  you  are 
"  willing  to  difpofe  of  it  for  fifty  fher- 
"  riffs?"  I  told  him  it  was.  "  Well," 
"  faid  he,  in  a  contemptuous  manner, 
*'  give  him  the  baftinado;  he  will  then 
*'  quickly  tell  us,  notwithftanding  his 
"  fine  merchant's  cloaths,  that  he  is 
"  only  a  downright  thief;  beat  him 
«<  therefore  till  he  confeffes."  The 
"  violence  of  the  blows  made  me  tell 
"*  a  lye  ;  I  confefled,  though  it  was  not 
*e  true,  that  I  had  ftolen  the  necklace; 
'*  and  prefently  the  judge  ordered  my 
"  hand  to  be  cut  off. 

*'  This  made  a  great  noifp  in  the 
ft  bezeftein  ;  and  I  jwas  fcarcely  re- 
"  turned  to  my  houfe  when  my  land- 
"  lord  came.  "  My  fon,"  faid  he, 
«*  you  feem  to  be  a  young  man  well 
"  educated,  and  of  good  fen  lie:  how  is  it 
€t  poffible  you  could  be  guilty  of  fuch 
«'  an  unworthy  aftion  !  You  gave  me 
"  an  account  of  your  eftate  yourfelf, 
"  and  I  do  not  doubt  but  that  it  is 
juft.  Why  did  you  not  afk  money 
of  me,  and  I  would  have  lent  it  to 
you?  However,  fince  the  thing  has 
happened,  I  cannot  allow  you  to 
lodge  any  longer  in  my  houfe  ;  you 
muft  go  and  fee  for  other  lodgings." 
I  was  extremely  troubled  at  this  ; 
and  entreated  the  jeweller,  with  tears 
"  in  my  eyes,  to  let  me  ftay  three  days 
««  longer  in  his  houfe,  to  which  he  at 
««  lail  confented. 

«'  Alas!"  faid  I  to  myfelf,  «  this 
"  misfortune  and  affront  is  intolerable! 
*'  How  fhall  I  dare  to  return  to  Mouf- 
"  foul  ?  There  is  nothing  I  can  fay  to 
**  my  father  which  will  perfuade  him 
"  that  I  am  innocent!" 

Scheherazade,  perceiving  day,  flop- 


ped here  ;  but  continued  her  (lory  the 
next  night  as  follows. 


NIGHT    CLVI. 

THREE  hours  after  this  fatal 
"  accident,  my  houfe  was  ai- 
faulted  by  the  judge's  officers,  ac- 
companied with  my  landlord,  and 
the  merchant  who  had  falfely  accufed 
me  of  having  ftolen  the  necklace.  I 
afked  them  what  brought  them  there  j 
but,  inftead  of  giving  me  any  an- 
fwer,  they  bound  me,  calling  me  a 
thoufand  rogues,  and  telling  me  the 
necklace  belonged  to  the  governor  of 
Damafcus,  who  had  loit  it  above 
three  years  ago,  and  whofe  daughter 
had  not  been  heard  of  iince  that 
time.  Judge  you  what  thoughts 
difturbed  my  mind  when  I  heard  this 
news  !  However,  I  called  all  my  re- 
folution  about  me — «'  I  will  tell  the 
governor  the  truth,"  thought  I  j 
and  then  it  will  be  in  his  power  ei- 
ther to  put  me  to  death,  or  to  pardon 
me." 

"  When  I  was  brought  before  him, 
I  obferved  that  he  looked  upon  me 
with  an  eye  of  companion,  from 
which  I  prophclied  good  things.  He 
ordered 'me  to  be  untied;  and,  ad- 
dreffing  himfelf  to  the  jeweller  who 
accufed  me,  and  to  my  landlord — 
Is  this  the  man,"  faid  he,  "  who 
fold  the  pearl-necklace?"  They  had 
no  foontr  anfwered  "  Yes/v  than 
he  faid — "  I  am  fure  he  did  not  fteal 
thenecklace,and  am  rmichaltonifhed 
at  the  injurtice  that  has  been  done 
him  !"  Thefe  words  giving  me  cou- 
rage— "  Sir,"  faid  I,  "  I  do  aflure 
you  that  I  am  really  very  innocent  j 
and  I  am  likewife  fully  perfuaded 
that  the  necklace  never  belonged  to 
my  accufer,  whom  I  never  faw,  and 
whofe  horrible  perfidioufnefs  is  the 
caufe  of  my  unjuft  treatment.  It  is 
true,  I  made  a  confeffion  as  if  I  had 
ftolen  it;  but  this  I  did  contrary  to 
my  confcience,  through  the  force  of 
torture;  and  for  another  reafon, which 
I  am  ready  to  tell  you,  if  you  will 
be  fo  good  as  to  hear  me."  —  "  I 
know  enough  of  it  already,"  replied 
the  governor,  "  to  do  you  one  part 
of  the  juftice  that  is  due  to  you.— 
Take  from  hence,"  continued  he, 
«  the 
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the  falfe  accufer;  let  him  undergo 
the  fame  punifhmenthe  caufed  to  be 
inflicted  on  this  young  man,  whofe 
innocence  is  known  to  me." 
*'  The  governor's  orders  were  im- 
mediately put  in  execution;  and  the 
jeweller  was  punilhed  according  to 
his  demerit.  Then  the  governor, 
having  ordered  all  the  company  to 
withdraw,  faid  to  me — "  My  child, 
tell  me,  without  fear,  how  this  neck- 
lace fell  ipto  your  hands;  conceal 
nothing  of  the  matter  from  me?"  I 
then  told  him  plainly  all  that  had 
patted;  and  declared  I  had  chofen 
rather  to  pafs  foi  a  thief  than  to  re- 
veal the  tragical  adventure.  "  Good 
God!"  faid  the  governor,  "  thy 
judgments  are  incomprehenfible,  and 
we  ought  to  fubmit  to  thsm  without 
murmuring  !  I  receive,  with  an  en- 
tire fubmiifion,  the  ftroke  thou  haft 
been  pieafed  to  inflict  upon  me!" 
Then  directing  his  difcourfeto  me—- 
My child,"  faid  he,  "  having  now 
heard  the  caufe  of  your  difgrace,  for 
which  I  am  very  much  concerned,  I 
will  give  .you  an  account  of  the  dif- 
grace that  btfel  me.  Know,  then, 
that  I  am  the  father  of  the  two  young 
ladies  whom  you  were  fpeaking  of 
but  now." 


Scheherazade,  perceiving  the  appear- 
ance of  day,  (topped  here;  but  went  on 
the  next  night  in  the  following  man- 
iver. 


NIGHT     CLVII. 


THE  difcourfe  which  the  governor 
of  Damafcus  made  to  the  young 
man  of  Mouffoul  was  this. 

"  My  child,"  faid  the  governor,  "  I 
'  know  that  the  firft  lady  who  had  the 

*  impudence  to  come  to  your  houfe, 

*  was  my  eldeft  daughter.  I  had  given 

*  her  in  marriage  to  one  of  her  own 
'  coufms,  my  own   brother's  ion   at 

*•  Cairo:  her  hufband  died,  and  fhe  re- 
«'  turned  home,  corrupted  with  all 
<f  manner  of  wickednefs,  which  me 
««  had  learned  in  Egypt.  Before  I  took 
"  her  home,  her  younger  lifter,  who 
"  expired  in  that  deplorable  manner 
"  in  your  arms,  was  a  very  prudent 
**  young  woman,  and  had  never  given 


*'  me  any  occafion  to  complain  of  her 
"  conduct:  but,  after  that,  the  eldeft 
c<  fitter  grew  very  intimate  with  her, 
"  and  infenfibly  made  her  as  wicked 
"  as  herfelf. 

"  The  day  after  the  death  of  the 
*'  youngeft,  not  finding  her  at  table,  I 
"  afked  her  eldeft  fifter  what  was  be- 
*'  come  of  her;  but  (he,  inftead  of  an- 
"  fwering,  began  crying  moft  bitterly; 
"  from  which  I  formed  a  fatal  pre- 
"  fage.  I  prefled  her  to  inform  me  of 
«  what  I  alked  her.  "  My  father," 
<f  faid  fhe  with  fobs,  "  I  can  tell  you 
"  no  more  but  that  my  fifter  put  on 
"  her  belt  cloaths  yefterday,  and  her 
"  fine  necklace,  and  went  abroad,  and 
«<  has  not  been  heardof  fince."  I  made 
"  fearch  for  my  daughter  all  over  the 
'  town,  but  could  learn  nothing  of 
<  her  unhappy  fate.  In  the  mean 
'  time,  the  eldeft,  who  doubtlefs  re- 
«  pented  of  her  jealous  fury,  became 
{  very  melancholy,  and  inceflantly  la- 
'  merited  the  death  of  her  fifter :  fhe 
'  denied  herfelf  all  manner  of  food  j 

*  and  fo  put  an  end  to  her  deplorable 
'  days. 

"  Such,"  continued  the  governor, 
"  is  the  ftate  of  mankind  !  Such  are 
"  the  unlucky  accidents  to  which  they 
u  are  expoied  !  However,  my  child,'* 
"  added  he,  "  fince  we  are  both  of  us 
"  equally  unfortunate,  let  us  unite  our 
"  forrow,  and  not  abandon  one  zno~ 
tl  ther.  I  give  you  in  marriage  to  a 
f<  third  daughter  I  have  ftill  left;  flie 
*'  is  younger  than  her  fifters,  and  in 
"  her  conduct  more  prudent  in  every 
'  i  efpeft  than  either  of  them  :  befides, 
1  fhe  excels  them  in  beauty;  and,  I 

*  affure  you,  is  of  a  humour  proper  to 
'  make  you  happy.     You  fhall  have 
'  no  other  houfe  but  mine;  and,  after 

"  my  death,  you  fhall  both  be  my  uni- 
**  verfal  heirs." 

««  Sir,"  faid  I,  "  I  am  afhamed  of 
"  all  your  favours,  and  fhall  never  be 
"  able  to  make  a  fufficient  acknow- 
<f  ledgment."  —  "  That  is  enough," 
"  faid  he,  interrupting  me;  '«  let  us 
*'  not  walte  time  in  idle  words.'*  This 
"  faid,  he  called  for  witnefles,  ordered 
*'  the  contrail:  of  marriage  to  be  drawn, 
'«  and  accordingly  I  married  hisdaugh- 
"  ter  without  farther  ceremony. 

"  He  was  not  fatisfied  withpunifh- 

"  ing  the  jeweller  that  had  falfely  ac- 

"  cufcd  me,  but  confifcated  for  my  ufe 

«'  all 
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"  ali  his  goods,  which  were  very  confi- 
'*  derable.  As  for  the  relr,  flnce  you 
•4  have  been  called  to  the  governor's 
"  boufe,  you  have  feen  what  refpecl 
"  they  pay  ine  there.  I  rriuft  tell  you 
*c  farther,  that  a  man  who  was  fent  by 
'*  my  uncles  to  Egypt,  on  purpofe  to 
"  enquirefor  me  there,  paffing  through 
"  this  city,  found  me  out,  and  came 
*'  laft  night  and  delivered  me  a  letter 
*'  from  them.  They  gave  me  notice 
e*  of  my  fathei's  death,  and  invited 
"  me  to  come  and  take  pofleffion  of 
*'  his  eftate  at  Mouflbul.  But  as  the 
<*  alliance  and  frieudmip  of  the  go- 
"  vernor  has  fixed  me  with  him,  and 
«c  will  not  fufrer  me  to  remove  from 
"  him,  I  have  f^nt  back  the  exprefs 
91  with  an  order  that  will  fecure  to  me 
*'  what  is  my  due.  Now,  after  what 
«*  you  have  heard,  I  hope  you  will 
'*  pardon  my  incivility,  during  the 
'*  courfe  of  my  illnefs,  in  giving  you 
*'  my  left  inftead  of  my  right  hand." 
«  This,1  laid  the  Jewiih  phyfician, 

*  is  the  ftory  I  heard  from  the  young 
'  man  of  Mcufloul.     I  continued  at 
'  Damafcus  as  long  as   the  governor 
'  lived;  after  his  death,  being  in  the 
'  flower  of  my  age,  I  had  acuriofityto 
'  travel.     Accordingly,  I    went   over 
«  Perfia  to  the  Indies,  and  came  at  laft 

*  to  fettle  in  this  your  capital,  where  I 
4  pra&ife  phyfick'  with  reputation  and 

*  honour.' 

The  Sultan  of  Cafgar  was  pretty  well 
pleated  with  this  lalt  (lory.  '  I  rnuif 
'  fay,'  faid  he  to  the  Jew,  *  the  ftory 

*  you  have  told  me  is  very  odd;  -but  I 

*  declare  freely  that  of  the  little  Hump 
«  is  yet  more  extraordinary,  and  much 
'  more  comical;  fo  you  are  not  to  ex- 

*  peel  that  I  will  give  you  your  life 

*  any  more  than  the  reft;  I  will  hang 
«  you  all  four.'-r-'  Pray,  Sir,   ftay  a 
«  minute!'  faid  the  taylor,  advancing 
forward,  and  then  proftrating  himfelf 
at  the  fultan's  feet,  '  fmce  your  ma- 
«  jefty  loves  pleafant  ftories,  I  have  one 
«  to  tell  you  that  is  very  comical.' — 
«  Well,  I  will  hear  thee  too,'  faid  the 
fultan;  *  but  do  not  flatter  thyfelf  that 
'  I  will  fuffer  thee  to  live,  unlefs  thou 

*  telleft  me  fome  adventure  that  is  yet 
'  more  diverting  than  that  of  the  hump- 
'  backed  man.'     Upon  this  the  taylor, 
as  if  he  had  been  fure  of  his  project, 
fpoke  very  brifldy  to  the  following 
purpofe 


THE  STORY  TOLD  BY  THE  TAYLOR, 

'  A  Citizenof  thiscitydid  me  the  ho- 
•*"*-  '  notir,  two  days  ago,  to  invite 
me  to  a  treat,  which  he  was  to  give  to 
his  friends  yefterday  morning,  Ac- 
cordingly I  went  pretty  early,  and 
refund  there  twenty  perfons. 
*  The  mailer  of  the  houfe  was  s;one 
out  upon  fomebufmefa;  but  in  a  very 
little  time  he  came  home,  and  brought 
with  him  a  young  man,  a  ftranger, 
very  well  drefTed,  and  very  handfome, 
but  lame.  When  he  came  in,  we  all 
arofe;  and,  but  of  refpeft  to  the  ma- 
fter  of  the  houfe,  invited  the  young- 
gentleman  to  fit  down  with  us  upon 
a  fofa.  He  was  going  to  fit  down; 
but' all  on  a  fudden,  fpying  a  barber 
in  our  company,  he  flew  backwards, 
and  made  towards  the  door.  The 
matter  of  the  houfe;  furprized  at  the 
aftion,  flopped  him.  "  Where  are 
you  going?"  faid  he;  "  I  bring  you 
along  with  me  to  do  me  the  honour 
of  being  my  gueft  among  the  reft  of 
my  friends,  and  you  arc  no  fooner 
got  into  my  houfe,  but  you  run 
away  again.  "  Sir,"  faid  the  young 
man,  "  for  God's  fake  do  not  ftop 
me!  let  me  go!  I  cannot  without  hor- 
ror look  upon  that  abominable  bar- 
ber: though  he  was  born  in  a  country 
where  all  the  natives  are  whites,  he 
refembles  an  Ethiopian;  and  his  foul 
is  yet  blacker  and  more  horrible  than 
his  face." 


Scheherazade,  perceiving  day,  faid 
no  more  for  that  night;  but  next  night 
went  on  as  follows. 


NIGHT    CLVIII. 

*  \X7'E  were  a^  Apprized  to  hear 
W  'theyoungman  fpeak  fo,*con- 

tinued  the  taylor;  '  and  we  began  to 
have  a  very  bad  opinion  of  the  bar- 
ber, without  knowing  what  ground 
the  young  man  had  for  what  he  faidj 
nay,  we  protefted  we  would  not  fuf- 
fer any  one  to  remain  in  our  company 
that  bore  fo  horrid  a  character.  The 
mafter  of  the  houfe  entreated  the 
ftrangerto  tell  us  what  reafon  he  had 
for  hating  the  barber.  "Gentlemen," 
iaid  the  young  man,'"  you  muft  know 
"  this 
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den  the  window  opened,  and  a  young 
lady  appeared  whofe  beauty  was  daz- 
zling. Immediately  (he  caft  her 
eyes  upon  me;  and,  in  watering  the 
flower-pot  with  a  hand  whiter  than 
alabafter,  looked  upon  me  with  a 
fmile  that  infpired  me  with  as  much 
love  for  her  as  I  had  formerly  an 
averfion  for  all  women.  After  hav- 
ing watered  all  her  flowers,  and 
darted  upon  me  a  glance  full  of 
charms  that  quite  pierced  my  heart, 
(he  (hut  the  window  again,  and  fo 
left  me  in  inconceivable  difurder. 
"  I  had  dwelt  upon  thefe  thoughts 
long  enough,  if  a  noife  that  arofe  in 
the  flreets  had  not  brought  me  to 
myfelf.  Alarmed  with  the  noife,  I 
turned  my  head,  in  a  rifmg  pofture, 
and  faw  it  was  the  upper  cadi  of 
the  city,  mounted  on  a  mule,  and  at- 
tended by  five  or  fix  fervants:  he 
alighted  at  the  door  of  that  houfft 
where  the  young  lady  had  opened 
the  window,  and  went  in  there;  from 
whence  I  concluded  hewas  theyoung 
lady's  father. 

"  I  went  home  in  a  different  fort  of 
humour  from  what  I  brought  willi 
me;  tofled  with  a  pafTion  which  was 
fo  much  the  more  violent,  that  I  had 
never  felt  it's  aflaults  before.  In 
fine,  I  went  to  bed  with  a  violent 
fever  upon  me,  which  all  the  family 
was  mightily  concerned  at.  My  re- 
lations, who  had  a  great  love  for  me, 
were  fo  alarmed  with  the  fudden  dif- 
orderl  was  in,  that  they  came  about 
me,  and  importuned  me  to  know  the 
caufe,  which  I  took  care  not  to  re- 
veal to  them.  My  filence  created  an 
uneafinefs  that  the  phyficians  could 
not  difpel,  becaufe  they  knew  no- 
thing of  my  diftemper-,  and  by  the 
medicines  they  exhibited,  rather  in- 
:  flamed  than  repaired  it. 
*'  My  relations  began  to  defpair  of 
my  life;  when  a  certain  old  lady  of 
our  acquaintance,  hearing  I  wasil!, 
came  to  fee  me.  Sheconiideredand 
examined  every  thing  with,  great  at- 
tention; and  dived,  I  do  not  know 
how,  into  the  real  caufe  of  my  ill- 
nefs.  Then  (he  took  my  relations 
afide,  and  defired  they  would  all  re- 
tire out  of  the  room  but  herfelf. 
"  When  the  room  was  clear,  (he  fat 
down  on  the  fide  of  my  bed.  "  JVJjr 
child/'  laid  (he,  «•  you  are  very  ob- 
D  d  "  ftinate 


this  curfedbarberwas  the  caufe  of  my 
being  lame,  and  falling  under  the 
ciutleft  accident  that  any  one  can 
imagine.     For   this  reafon    I    have 
made  an  oath  to  avoid  all  the  places 
where  he  is,  and  even  not  to  (lay  in 
the  cities  where  he  dwells.     It  was 
for  this  ttafon  that  I   left  Bagdad, 
where  he  then  was;  and  travelled  fo 
far  to  fettle  in  this  city,  in  the  heart 
of  Great  Tartary;  a  pbce  where  I 
flattered  myfelf  I  fhould  never  fee 
him:  and  now,  afrer  all,  contrary  to 
my  expectation,    I   find    him    here. 
This  obliges  me,  gentlemen,  againit 
my  will,  to  deprive  myfelf  of  the 
honour  of  being  merry  with  you. 
This  very  day  I  take  leave  of  your 
town;  and  will  go,  if  I  can,  to  hide 
my  head  where  he  (hall  not  come." 
This  faid,  he   would    have   left  us; 
but  the  mafterof  the  hotife  kept  and 
entreated  him  to  ftay,  and  tell  the 
caufe  of  his  averfion  for  the  barber; 
who  all  this  while  looked  down,  and 
faid  never  a  word.     We  joined  with 
the  matter  cf  the  houfe  in  requesting 
him  to  ftay;   and  at  laft  the  young 
man,  giving  way  to  our  inftances,  fat 
down  upon  a  fofa;  and,  after  turn- 
ing his  back  to  the  barber,  that  he 
might  not  fee  him,  gave  us  the  fol- 
lowing account. 

"  My  father's  quality  might  have 
"  entitled  him  to  the  higheft  ports  in 
"  the  city  of  Bagdad,  but  he  always 
"  preferred  a  quiet  life  to  all  the  ho- 
*'  nours  he  might  deferve.  I  was  his 
"  only  child;  and  when  he  died  I  was 
**  already  educated,  and  of  an  age  to 
"  difpofe  of  the  plentiful  fortune  he 
"  had  left  me;  which  I  did  not  fquan- 
Sf  der  away  foolimly,  but  applied  it  to 
«*  fuch  ufes,  that  every  body  refpecled 
"  me  for  my  conduct. 

"  I  had  not  been  yet  difturbed  with 
*f  paflion:  I  was  fo  far  from  being  (en- 
"  fible  of  love,  that  I  acknowledge, 
'c  perhaps  to  my  (hame,  that  I  cau- 
"  tioufly  avoided  the  conversion  of 
**  women.  One  day,  walking  in  the 
"  ftreets,  I  faw  a  great  company  of  la- 
dies before  me;  and,  that  I  might  not 
meet  them,  I  turned  down  a  narrow 
lane  juft  by,  and  fat  down  upon  a 
bench  by  a  door.  I  fat  oppofne  a 
•window  where  there  flood  a  pot  with 
pretty  flowers;  and  I  had  my  eyes 
fixed  upon  this,  when  aJi  on  a  fud- 
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ftinate  in  concealing  hitherto  the 
caufe  of  your  illnefs:  but  you  have 
no  occafion  to  reveal  it  to  me;  I  have 
experience  en6ugh  to  penetrate  into 
a  fecret;  you  will  not  difown  it  your- 
felf,  when  I  tell  you  it  is  love  that 
makes  you  Tick.  I  can  find  away  ta 
cure  you,  if  you  will  but  let  me  know 
who  that  happy  lady  is  that  could 
move  a  heart  fo  infenfible  as  yours; 
for  you  have  the  name  of  a  woman- 
hater,and  I  was  not  the  laft  who  per- 
ceived  that  fuch  was  your  temper: 
but,  in  (hort,  what  I  forefaw  has 
juft  come  to  pafs,  and  I  am  now  glad 
of  the  opportunity  to  employ  my  ta- 
lents  in  bringing  you  out  of  your 

pain." 


'  Sir,'  faid  Scheherazade,  '  I  per- 
'  ceive  it  is  day.'  Schahriar  rofe  pre- 
fently,  full  of  impatience  to  know  the 
fequel  of  a  (lory  which  he  had  heard 
begun. 

NIGHT    CLIX. 


TH  E  lame  young  man  purfned  his 
ftory  thus:  "  The  old  lady," 
'  faid  he,  "  having  talked  to  me  in 
*'  this  manner,  paufed,  expecting  my 
"  anfwer;  but  though  what  the  had 
*'  faid  had  made  a  Irrong  impreffion 
'<  upon  me,  I  durft  not  lay  open  to 
'<  her  the  bottom  of  my  heart;  I  on- 
"  1'y  turned  to  her,  and  fetched  a  deep 
'*«  figh,  without  faying  any  thing.  "Is 
"  it  bafhfulnefs,"  faid  fhe, " that  keeps 
"  you  from  fpeaking;  or  is  it  want  of 
"  confidence  in  me?  Do  you  doubt  of 
"  the  effecl:  of  my  promife?  I  could 
*'  mention  to  you  an  infinite  number 
**  of  young  men  of  your  acquaintance 
*'  that  have  been  in  the  fame  condition 
"  with  you,  and  have  received  relief 
"  from  me.'' 

"  In  fine,  the  good  lady  told  me  fo 
"  many  things  more,  that  I  broke  fi- 
"  lence,declared  to  hermyevil,  pointed 
*f  out  to  her  the  place  where  I  had  feen 
"  the  objeft  which  caufed  it,  and  un- 
"  ravelled  all  the  circumftances  of  my 
"  adventure.  "  If  you  fucceed,"  faid 
"  I,  "  and  procure  me  the  felicity  of 
t(  feeing  that  charming  beauty,  and  re- 
"  vealing  to  her  the  paffion  with  which 
f<  I  burn  for  her,  you  may  depend 
*'  upon  it  I  will  be  grateful."—"  My 


"  fon,"  faid  the  old  woman,  "  I  knovr 
"  the  lady  you  fpcak  of;  (he  is,  as  you 
"  rightly  judged,  the  daughter  of  the 
'  firft  cadi  of  the  city.  I  think  it  no 
'  wonder  that  you  are  in  love  with  her; 
'  fhe  is  the  handfomeft,  comelieft  lady 
'  in  Bagdad:  but  what  I  moft  boggle 
'  at  is,  that  fhe  is  very  proud,  and  of 
'  difficult  accefs.  You  fee  how  ftricl: 
1  our  judgesarein  enjoining  the  punc- 
"  tual  obfervance  of  the  fevere  laws 
*'  which  lay  women  under  fuch  a  bur- 
'  denfome  conftraint;  and  they  are 
'  yet  more  ftricl  in  the  obfervance  of 
'  them  in  their  own  families;  nay, 
'  which  adds  to  all,  the  cadi  you  faw 
'  is  more  rigid  in  that  point  than  all 
'  the  other  magiftrates  put  together. 
They  are  always  preaching  to  their 
"  daughters  what  a  heinous  crime  it  is 
**  to  mew  themfelves  to  men;  and  by 
"  this  means  the  girls  themfelves  are  fo 
"  prepoffeffedwith  the  notion,  that  they 
"  make  no  other  ufe  of  their  own  eyes 
"  but  to  conduft  them  along  the  ftreets, 
"  when  neceffity  obliges  them  to  go 
"  abroad.  I  do  not  fay  abfolutely  that 
*'  the  firft  cadi's  daughter  is  of  that 
"  humour;  but  that  does  not  hinder, 
"  but  that  I  fear  to  meet  with  as  great 
"  obftacles  on  her  fide  as  on  her  fa- 
<{  ther's.  Would  to  God  you  had 
"  loved  any  other  lady,  then  I  had  not 
"  had  fo  many  difficulties  to  furmount. 
*'  However,  I  fhall  employ  all  my  wits 
"  to  compafs  the  thing;  only  time  is 
"  required.  In  the  mean  time,  doyou 
'*  take  heart,  and  truftin  me." 

"  The  old  woman  took  leave  of  me; 
"  and,  as  I  weighed  within  myfelf  all 
"  the  obftacles  fhe  had  been  talking  of, 
"  the  fear  of  her  not  fucceeding  in  her 
"  enterprizeenflamed  myillnefs.  Next 
"  day  fhe  came  again,  and  I  read  in 
"  her  countenance  that  fhe  had  no  fa- 
'*  vourable  news  to  impart.  In  effecl:, 
"  fhe  fpoke  thus:  "  My  child,  I  was 
"  not  mi  (taken  in  the  matter:  you  love 
*'  an  indifferent,  infenfible  girl,  who 
"  takes  a  pleafure  in  making  all  burn 
"  with  love  that  fuffer  themlelves  to 
"  be  charmed  by  her;  when  fhe  has 
11  once  gained  that  point,  fhe  will  not 
"  deign  them  the  leafl  comfort.  She 
"  heard  me  with  pleafure  when  I  fpoke 
"  of  nothing  but  the  torment  fhe  made 
««  you  undergo;  but  I  no  fooner  began 
"  to  enter  upon  the  influencing  her  to 
"  allow  you  to  fee  her,  and  converfe 
<f  with  her,  but.  with  a  terrible  look — 
«  You 
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are  very  bold,"  faid  (he,  "  to 
e  fuch  a  propofal  to  me!  I  charge 
never  to  fee  me  again  with  fuch 
rfe  in  your  mouth!" 
not  let  this  caft  you  down/' 
ued  (lie;  "  I  am  not  eafilydif- 
;  and  if  your  patience  does 
out,  I  am  hopeful  I  (hall 
•  ,Apy  end."     To  fhorten  my 
:ory»    ^  the  young  man,   "  this 
good  prS  efs   made  feverai  fruit. 
lefs  attem\on  m    behalf  with  the 
proud  enen\f  m    reft<     The  fret 
I  thereby  un^went>  inflamed   my 
d.  (temper  to   ^  d  that  my 

rmviirianc     rrav\  •  r*  _ 


"  guilhed,  and  his  difeafe  is  rifen  to 
"  tliat  height,  that,  in  fine,  he  is  re- 
«  duced  to  that  deplorable  condition  I 
"  have  mentioned  to  you." 

At  this  period,  Scheherazade  feeing 
day,  difcontinued  the  ftory  till  next 
night;  when  (herefumed  it  as  follows. 


NIGHT    CLX. 


SIR, 


iE  old  lady  continued  her  ac- 
count of  the  interview  fhe  had 

_         .-  11         VJW£1*VWJ  •..***.         —J  _ 

phyfic.ans  gavv^   *fa  over.     So     with  the  cadi's  daughter. 
I  was  looked  up,  a*  a  dead  man>         «  You  remember  well,     added   I, 
came  to  give 


when  the  old 
me  life. 
« 

faid,  (he  whifpered 
member  you  now 
for  the  good  news  I  *  u 

Thefe  words  produced  a\lpVgjjous 
effecl;  I  raifed  myfelf  to\.  jn  tne 
bed,  and  with  tranfports  n\Je  an_ 
fwer — "  You  (hall  not  be  w?y^ut  a 
prefent  1  But  what  is  the  nev 
bring  me?" — "  Dear  Sir," 
you  (hall  not  die  this  bout; 
(peedily  have  the  pleafure  to  fee  y 
in  perfect  health,  and  very  well  fa^ 


jear  what  was 
;ear— **  Re- 
prefent 


faic 


"  how  rigoroufly  you  treated  me  the 
"  laft  time  I  was  here;  when  I  was  of  - 
41  fering  to  fpeak  to  you  of  his  illnefs, 
u  and  to  propofe  means  to  refcue  him 
"  from  the  danger  he  was  in;  when  I 
"  took  leave  of  you  I  went  ftraight  to 
"  his  houfe,  and  he  knew  no  fooner  by 
"  my  countenance  that  I  had  brought 
"  no  favourable  anfwer,  than  his  dif- 
*<  temper  encreafed.  From  that  time, 
«f  he  has  been  ready  to  die;  and  I  do 
*'  not  know  whether  you  can  fave  his 
"  life  now,  though  you  (hould  take 
"  pity  on  him.  This  is  juft  what  I  faid 
to  her,"  continued  the  old  woman. 


tisfied  with  me.     Yefterday   being \«c  The  fear  of  your  death  (hook  her, 

Monday,  I  went  to  fee  the  lady  you  \  and  I  faw  her  face  change  colour."— 

love,  and  I  found  her  in  a  very  good  *\TS  jt  true  what  you  fay?"  faid  (he. 

humour.     As  foon  as  I  came  in,  I  "\las  he  actually  no  other  difeafe  but 

put   on  a  fad    countenance,  fetch-  "  ^at  is   occafioned  by  the  love  of 

ed  many  deep  (ighs,  and  began  to  "  irV' — «  Ah,    Madam!"    faid    I, 

fqueeze  out  fome  tears:  "  My  good  "  tha\;s  too  true!  Would  to  God  it 

mother,"    faid  (he,  "  what   is  the  "  wereVal^r' — "  Do  you  believe," 

matter  with  you?  Why  are  you  fo  caft  "  faid  nS^  «  that  the  hope  of  feeing 


down?"—*'  Alas,  my  dear  and  ho- 
nourable  lady!"  faid  I,  "I  have  been 
juft  now  with  the  young  gentleman 
I  fpoke  to  you  of  the  other  day:  his 
bufinefs  is  don«;  he  is  giving  up  his 
life  for  the  love  of  you.  It  is  a  great 
injury,  I  will  affure  you;  and  there 
is  a  deal  of  cruelty  on  your  fide." — 
I  am  at  a  lofs  to  know,"  replied  (he, 
for  what  you  mean  to  be  the  caufe  of 
his  death.  How  can  I  have  contri- 
buted  to  it?" — "  How!"  replied  I; 
did  you  not  tell  me  the  other  day, 
that  he  fat  down  before  your  window 
when  you  opened  it  to  water  your 
flower- pot?  He  then  faw  that  prodi- 
gy  of  beauty,  thofe  charms  that  your 
looking-glafs  reprefents  to  you  eve- 
ry  day.  From  that  moment  he  Ian- 


me  wot|d  contribute  any  thing  to 
"  refcue  hirv from  the  danger  he  is  in?" 
— *'  Perhaps\  might,"  faid  I;  "  and  if 
"  you  will  givs  me  orders,  I  will  try 
"  the  remedy.'  w."  Well,"  faid  (he, 
"  fighing,  "  make  him  hope  to  fee 
ft  me:  but  he  can  pretend  to  no  other 
"  favours  from  me,  unleis  he  afpires 
**  to  marry  me,  and  my  father  giv^  his 
"  confent  to  it." — "  Madam, "replied 
"  I,  "  your  goodnefs  overcomes  me: 
'*  I  will  go  and  fee  for  the  young  gen- 
"  tleman,  and  tell  him  he  is  to  have 
"  the  pleafure  of  an  interview  with 
"  you." — "  The  propereft  time  I  caa 
**  think  of,"  faid  (he,  "  for  granting 
t{  him  that  favour,  is  next  Friday  at 
"  the  time  of  noon-prayers,  Let  him 
«*  take  care  to  obferve  when  my  fatliec 
D  d  z  "  goes 


1 


"  chance;  may  his    grace   alwai   * 
"  along  with  you!"—  «  I  hope,'flld 
'  I,  "  he  will  grant  your  wi, 
which  I  am  very  much  ob)    • 


you."--  Since  you  are 


"  of  a  fit  of  ficknefs,  , 

"  pray  God  may  prefe,  ve  y'  hea'th! 
"  Butnowwhatfer- 


but  next 
us- 
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'  goes  out,  and  then  to  comeand  plant     «  God  may  deliver  you  from 
himfelf  over-agamft  the  houfe,  if  fo     "     ' 
he  his  health   permits  him   to  come 
abroad.     When  he  comes,  I  will  fee 
him  through  the  window,  and  fliall 
come  down  and  open  thedoorto  him ; 

••  we  mail  then  converfe  together  dur- 

"  ing   prayer-time;    but  he  muft  be 

"  gone  before  my  father  returns." 
"  It   is  now  Tuefday,"  continued 

"  the  old  gentlewoman;   «'  you  have 

'  from  hence  to  Friday  to  recruit  your 
4<  ftrength,  and  make  the  neceffary  dif- 
"  pofitions  for  the  interview."  While 
"  the  good  old  gentlewoman  was  tell- 
"  ing  her  ftory,  I  felt  my  illnefs  de- 
"  create,  or  rather,  by  the  time  fhe 
"  had  done,  I  found  myfelf  perfectly 
*<  well.  "  Here,  take  this,"  faid  I, 
"  reaching  out  to  her  my  purfe,  which 
"  was  full;  «  it  is  to  you  alone  that  I 
"  owe  my  cure.  I  reckon  this  money 
"  better  employed  than  what  I  gave  to 
"  the  phyficians,  who  have  done  no- 
"  thing  but  tormented  me  during  the 
"  whole  courfe  of  my  illnefs." 

"  When  the  lady  was  gone,  I  found 
11  I  had  ftrength  enough  to  get  up: 
'  and  my  relations  finding  me  fo  weil, 
'  complimented  me  upon  it,  and  went 
'  home. 

"  Friday  morning  the  old  woman 
{  came,  jnft  when  1  was  dreffing  my 
'  felf;  and,}  lying  out  the  fineft  cloatM 
'  I  had — '*  I  do  not  a(k  you,"  f'd 
'  file,  "  how  you  do:  what  yorare 
1  about  is  intimation  enough  of/our 
f  health;  but  will  not  you  bath'y°ur- 
'  felf  before  you  go  to  the  fir*  cadi's 
'  houfe?"— "  That  will  tale  up  too 
;  much  time,"  faid  I;  «  I  vill  content 

myfelf  with  calling  a  h*rber  to  get 

my  head  and  beard  fluved."     Pre- 

fently  I  ordered  one  «f  my  flaves  to 

call  a  barber  who  cruld  do  his  bufi- 

nefs  cleverly  and  ocpeditioufly. 

*e  The  flave  brought  me  this  wretch 

you  fee  here,  who  immediately  fa- 
luting  me — "  Sir,"  faid  he,  "  you 

look  as  if  you  were  not  well."     I 

told  him  I  was  juft  recovered  from  a 

fit  of  ficknefs.     "  I  wifh,"  faid  he, 


fai|'  , 
hea'th! 


Butnowprayletmekn/wha,tfer- 
vice  I  am  to  do;  I  havrou£htmy 
•'  razors  and  my  lancet?' °7°"  d  , 
"  tobelhavedortobe^d?£  lr*F** 
— "  I  am  juft  recover'0/  a  fit  of  iick- 
"  nefs,  I  told  you  nd  fo  y™™Y 
11  readily  judge  I  o/  wanV°  be  fljav~ 
"  ed:  come,  mal>fte'  do  not  lofe 
"  time  in  prattli^  for  l  am  in  hafte« 
"  and  precifely;,noon  I  aiu  to  be  at 
"  a  certain  pi-" 

Here  the  -Pf0*^  °f _dar  interrupt 
ed    Scheh 
purfued  b 
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«  rf^HE  barber,"  continued  the 
JL  '  lame  young  man,  "  fpent 

i  much  time  in  opening  his  cafe,  and 
preparing  his  razors:  inftead  of  put- 
ting water  into  the  bafon,  he  took  a 
very  handfome  aftrolable  out  of  his 
budget,  and  went  very  gravely  out  of 
my  room  to  the  middle  of  the  yard 
to  take  the  height  of  the  fun :  then  he 
returned  with  the  fame  grave  pace; 
and,  entering  my  room — "  Sir," 
faid  he,  '*  you  will  be  pleafed  to 
know  this  day  is  Friday  the  eigh- 
teenth of  the  month  Safar,  in  the 
year  653*,  from  the  retreat  of  our 
great  prophet  from  Mecca  to  Medi- 
na, and  in  the  year  73*of  of  the 
epocha  of  the  great  Ifkender  with 
two  horns;  and  that  the  conjunction 
of  Mars  and  Mercury  fignifies  you. 
cannot  chufe  a  better  time  than  this 
very  day,  and  this  very  hour,  for 
being  fhaved.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  the  fame  conjunction  is  a  bad 
prefage  to  you.  I  learn  from  thence, 


*  This  year  653,  5s  one  of  the  Hegjra,  the  common  epocha  of  the  Mahometans,  and 
anfwers  to  the  year  ii55?  from  the  nativity  of  Chrift;  from  whence  we  may  conjecture  that 
thcfe  computations  were  made  in  Arabia  about  that  time. 

•f-  As  for  the  7320,  the  author  is  miftaken  in  that  computation.  The  year  653  of  the 
Hegira,  and  the  IZ55  of  Chrift,  coincide  only  with  the  1557  of  the  era  or  epocha  of  the  Se- 
Jeucides,  which  is  the  fame  with  that  of  Alexander  the  Great,  who  is  called  Ifkender  with 
two  hoj-ns,  according  to  the  expreffion  of  the  Arabians, 

"  that 


ARABIAN  NIGHTS  ENTERTAINMENTS.       211 


t;  that  this  day  you  run  a  great  rifqne, 
*•'  not  indeed  of  lofing  your  life,  but  of 
4*  an  inconvenience  which  will  attend 
*{  you  while  you  live.  Youareoblig- 
e(  ed  to  me  for  the  advice  I  now  give 
'*  you,  to  takecare  to  avoid  it;  I  (hould 
41  be  forry  if  it  befel  you." 

"  You  may  guefs,  gentlemen,  how 
4<  vexed  I  was  for  having  fallen  into 
4*  the  hands  of  fuch  a  prattling  imper- 
'*  tinent  barber;  what  an  unfeafonable 
**  adventure  it  was  for  a  lover  prepar- 
"  ing  for  an    interview!   I   was  quite 
t{  angry.  "  I  do  nottroublemy  head," 
*'  faid  I  in  anger,  u  with  your  advice 
"  and  predictions;  I  did  not  call  you 
«*  to  confult  your  aftrology:  you  came 
«'  hither  to  (have  me;  fo  pray  fhave  me, 
"  or  be  gone,  and  I  will  call  another 
44  barber." — *'  Sir,"  faid  he,  with   a 
4<  dulnefs  that  put  me  out  of  all  pa- 
**  tience,  "  what  reafon   have  you  to 
*'  be  angry  with  me?  You  do  not  know 
*<  that  all  barbers  are  not  like  me;  and 
4<   that  you  would  fcarce  find  fuch  an- 
other, if  you  made  it  your  bufinefs 
to  fearch.     You  only  fent  for  a  bar- 
ber; but  here,   in   my  perfon,  you 
have  the  beft  barber  in  Bagdad,  an 
experienced  phyfician,  a  very  pro- 
found chymitt,  an  infallible  aftro- 
loger,  a  finifhed  grammarian,  a  conn- 
pleat  orator,  a  fubtle  logician,  a  ma- 
thematician perfectly  well  verfed  In 
geometry,   arithmetick,   aftronomy, 
and  all  the  divifions  of  algebra;  and  an 
hiftorian  fully  mafter  of  the  hiftories 
of  all  the  kingdoms  in  the  univerfe. 
Befides,  I  know  all  parts  of  philofo- 
phy;  and  have  all  the  traditions  upon 
my  fingers-ends.     I  am  poet,  I  am 
architect;  nay,  what  is  it  I  am  not? 
There  is  nothing  in  nature  that  is 
hidden  from  me.    Your  deceafed  fa- 
ther,  to  whofe  memory  I  pay  a  tri- 
bute of  tears  every  time  I  think  of 
him,  was  fully  convinced  of  my  me. 
rit;  he  was  fond  of  me,  and  fpoke 
of  me  in  all  companies  as  the  great- 
eft  man  in  the  world.      Out  of  grati- 
tude and  friendmip  for  him,   I  am 
willing  to  take  up  with  you,  to  take 
you  into  my  proteclion,  and  guard 
you  from  all  the  evils  that  your  liars 
may  threaten/' 
"  When    I  heard  all   this   fluff,    I 
*'  could  not  forbear  laughing,  notwith- 
41  (landing  my  anger.     "  You  imper- 
*'  tinent  prattler,"  faid  I,  "  will  you 
"  haye  done,  and  begin  to  (have  me?" 


Here  Scheherazade  flopped,  perceiv- 
ing day;  but  next  night  purfued  the 
ttory  of  the  lame  young  man  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner. 
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THE  lame  young  gentleman  con- 
tinuing his  itory — "  Sir,"  replied 
"  the  barber  to  me,  "  you  affront  me 
"  in  calling  me  a  prattlerj  on  the  con- 
"  trary,  all  the  world  gives  me  the  ho- 
"  nourable  title  of  Silent.  I  had  fix 
"  brothers  that  you  might  juftly  have 
"  called  prattlers;  and  that  you  may 
"  know  them  the  better,  the  name  of 
"  the  firft  was  Bacbouc,  of  the  fecond 
"  Barbarah,  of  the  third  Bacbac,  of 
"  the  fourth  Barbarak,  of  the  fifth  AU 
"  nafcar,  and  of  the  fixth  Schacabac, 
*'  Thefe  indeed  were  impertinent,  noi- 
"  fy  fellows;  but  for  me,  who  am  a 
"  younger  brother,  I  am  grave  and 
"  concife  in  my  difcourfes." 

"  For  God's  fake,  gentlemen,  do  but 
"  fuppofe  you  had  been  in  my  place. 
"  What  could  I  fay,  when  1  faw  my- 
"  felf  fo  ftrangely  treated  ?  "  Give 
"  him  three  pieces  of  gold,"  faid  I  to 
"  the  Have  who  was  my  houfe-keeper, 
"  and  fend  him  away,  that  he  may  dif- 
*'  turb  me  no  more;  I  will  not  be  fhav- 
"  ed  this  day." — "  Sir,"  faid  the  bar- 
"  ber,  "  what  do  you  mean  by  that? 
"  I  did  not  come  to  fee  for  you,  it  was 
"  you  fent  for  me;  and  fince  it  is  fo,  I 
"  fwear,  by  the  faith  of  a  Muflulman, 
"  I  will  not  ftir  out  of  thefe  doors  till 
"  I  have  fhaved  you!  If  you  do  not 
"  know  my  value,  that  is  not  my  fault. 
"  Your  deceafed  father  did  me  more 
"  juiiice.  Every  time  he  fent  for  me 
"  to  let  him  blood,  he  made  me  fit 
"  down  by  him,  and  then  he  was 
"  charmed  in  hearing  what  fine  things 
"  I  talked  of.  I  kept  him  in  a  conti- 
"  nual  (train  of  admiration;  I  ravifhed 
"  him;  and  when  I  had  finilhed  my 
"  difcourfes — "  My  God!'*  cried  he, 
"  you  are  an  inexhauftible  fource  of 
<;  fciences;  no  man  can  reach  the  depth 
"  of  your  knowledge." — "  My  dear 
'*  Sir,"  faid  I  again,  "  you  do  me  more 
'  honour  than  I  deferve.  If  I  fay  any 
4  thing  that  is  fine,  it  is  owing  to  the 
'  favourable  audience  you  vouchfafe 
'  me;  it  is  your  liberality  that  in- 
$  fnires  me  with  the  fublime  thoughts 
"  that 
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thathavethehappinefstopleafeyou." 
One  day,  when  he  was  charmed  with 
an  admirable  difcourfe  I  had  made 
him — "  Give  him,"  faid  he,  "  an 
hundred  pieces  of  gold,  and  invert 
him  with  one  of  my  richeft  robes." 
I  received  the  prefent  upon  the  fpot, 
and  prefently  drew  his  horofcope, 
and  found  it  the  happieft  in  the 
world.  Nay,  I  was  grateful  frill  j  I 
let  him  blood  with  cupping-glaffes." 
"  This  was  not  all;  he  fpinnedout, 
befides,  another  harangue  that  was  a 
large  half  hour  long.  Fatigued  in 
hearing  him,  and  fretted  at  the  lofs 
of  time,  which  was  almoft  fpent  be- 
fore I  was  half  ready,  I  did  not  know 
what  to  fay.  "  No,"  faid  I,  «<  it 
is  impoffible  there  mould  be  another 
fuch  man  in  the  world,  who  takes 
pleafure,  as  you  do,  in  making  peo- 
ple mad." 


Day  appearing,  put  Scheherazade  to 
filence  at  this  period;  but  next  night 
flie  continued  after  this  manner. 
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T  Thought,"  faid  the  lame  young 
1  «  man  of  Bagdad,  "that  I  mould 
fucceed  better,  if  I  dealt  mildly  with 
my  barber.  '«  In  the  name  of  God," 
faid  I,  "  leave  off  all  your  fine  dif- 
courfes,  and  difpatch  me  prefently! 
I  am  called  to  attend  an  affair  of  the 
laft  importance,  as  I  have  told  you 
already."  He  then  fella  laughing: 
It  would  be  a  laudable  thing/'  faid 
he,  "  if  our  minds  were  always  in 
the  fame  (train;  if  we  were  always 
wife  and  prudent:  however,  I  am 
willing  to  believe,  that  if  ,you  are 
angry  with  me,  it  is  your  diftemper 
has  caufed  that  change  in  your  hu- 
mourj  and  for  that  reafon  you  ftand 
in  need  of  fomeinftruclions,  and  you 
cannot  do  better  than  to  follow  the 
example  of  your  father  and  your 
grandfather.  They  came  and  con- 
fulted  me  upon  all  occafions;  and  I 
can  fay  without  vanity,  that  they  al- 
ways  extolled  my  cotinfel.  Pray 
mind  it,  Sir;  men  never  fucceed  in 
their  enterprises  without  having  re- 
courfe  to  the  advice  of  qiiick-fighted 
men.  The  proverb  tells  you — "A 
man  cannot  be  wife  without  receiv- 
ing  advice  fiomthe  wile."  I  amen - 


"  tirely  at  your  fervice,  and  you  have 
"  nothing  to  do  but  to  command  me." 
"  What!  cannot  I  prevail  on  you?" 
"  faid  I,  interrupting  him :  "  leave 
"  off  thefe  long  difcourfes,  that  tend 
"  to  nothing  but  to  fplit  my  head  to 
"  pieces,  and  to  detain  me  from  the 
"  place  where  my  buiinefs  lies.  Shave 
*'  me,  I  fay,  or  be  gone!"  With  th..t  I 
"  ftarted  up  in  a  huff,  damping  my 
(t  foot  againft  the  ground. 

"  When  he  faw  I  was  angry  in  ear- 
«  neft— "  Sir,"  faid  he,  "  do  not  be 
"  angry;  we  are  going  to  begin."  He 
"  foon  warned  my  head,  and  fell  a 
"  (having  me;  but  he  had  not  given 
"  four  fweeps  of  his  razor  when  he 
"  (topped,  faying— "  Sir,  you  are  ha- 
"  fty;  you  fhould  avoid  thefe  tranfports 
"  which  corne  only  from  the  devil. 
"  Befides,  my  merit  fpeaks,  that  you 
"  ought  to  have  fome  more  confidera- 
"  tion  for  me,  with  refpeft  to  my  age, 
"  my  knowledge,  and  my  mining  vir- 
"  tues." 

"  Go,  and  (have  me,"  faid  I,  inter- 
"  rupting  him  again;  "  and  do  not 
"  fpeak."— "  That  is  to  fay,"  replied 
"  he,  "  you  have  fome  urgent  bufinefs 
"  to  go  about;  I  will  lay  you  a  wager 
"  I  guefs  right."—"  Why  I  told  you 
"  fo  thefe  two  hours,"  faid  I;  "  you 
"  ought  to  have  done  before  now."— . 
"  Moderate  your  paffion,"  replied  he: 
"  perhaps  you  have  notmaturely  weigh- 
"  ed  what  you  are  going  about;  when 
"  things  are  done  precipitately,  they 
"  are  generally  repented  of.  I  with  you 
"  would  tell  me  what  mighty  bufinefs 
"  this  is  you  are  fo  earned  upon;  I 
"•  would  tell  you  my  opinion  of  it:  be- 
"  fides,  you  have  time  enough,  fince 
"  your  appointment  is  not  till  noon, and 
"  it  wants  three  hours  of  that  yet."-— 
"  I  do  not  mind  that,"  faid  I:  "perfons 
"  of  honour,  and  of  their  word,  are  ra- 
"  ther  before  their  time  than  after.  But 
"  I  forget  that,  in  amufing  myfelf  by 
<c  reafoning  with  you,  I  give  into  the 
"  faults  of  youprattlingbarbers.  Have 
"  done!  have  done!  Shave  me!" 

"  The  more  hafte  I  was  in,  the  lefs 
"  hafte  he  made.  He  laid  down  the  ra- 
"  zor,  and  took  up  his  aftrolable ;  this 
"  done,  he  even  laid  down  his  aftro- 
"  lable,  and  took  up  his  razor  again.1* 

Here  the  appearance  of  day  made 
Scheherazade  filent;  but  next  night  (he 
purfued  the  fame  thread  thus. 

NIGHT 
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"  He  was  not  fatisfied  with  the  pro- 

NIGHT     CLXIV.  mife  I   made  him:    "  God  reward 

you,  Sir,"  faid  he,  "  for  your  kind- 
nefs!  But  pray  (hew  me  thefe  provi- 
fions  now,  that  I  may  fee  it  there  will 
he  enough  to  entertain  my  friends  j 
I  would  have  them  fatisfied  with  the 
good  fare  I  make  them." — "I  have/* 
faid  I,  "  a  lamb,  fix  capons,  a  dozen 
of  pullets,  and  enough  to  make  four 
fervices  of."  I  ordered  a  (lave  to 
bring  them  all  before  him,  with  four 
great  pitchers  of  wine.  "  It  is  very 
well,"  faid  the  barber;  "  but  we 
mail  want  fruit,  and  fauce  for  the 
meat."  That  I  ordered  likewife; 
but  then  he  gave  over  (having,  to 
look  over  every  thing,  one  after  ano- 
ther; and  this  furvey  laded  almolt 
half  an  hour.  I  raged  and  flormed, 
and  went  mad;  but  it  (ignified  no- 
thing, the  coxcomb  never  troubled 
himfelf.  However,  he  took  up  his 
razor  again,  and  (haved  me  for  fome 
moments;  then  flopping  all  on  a 
fudden — "  I  could  not  have  believ- 
ed, Sir,"  faid  he,  "  that  you  would 
have  been  fo  liberal;  1  begin  to  per- 
ceive that  your  departed  father  lives 
again  in  you.  Moft  certainly  I  do 
not  deferve  the  favours  with  which 
you  have  loaded  me ;  and  I  affure  you 
I  (hill  have  them  in  perpetual  re- 
membrance; for,  Sir,  to  let  you  know 
it,  I  have  nothing  but  what  comes 
from  the  generofity  of  honeft  gentle- 
men, fuchasyou:  inwhich  point  I  am 
like  to  Zantout,  who  rubs  the  people 
in  bathing;  to  Sail,  who  cries  boiled 
peas  in  the  ftreets;  to  Salout,  who 
fell  beans;  to  Akerfcha,  who  fells 
greens;  to  Aboumecarez,  who  fprin- 
kles  the  (beets  to  lay  the  duft  ;  and 
to  Caflem,  the  caliph's  lifeguard- 
man.  Of  all  thefe  perfons,  not  one 
is  apt  to  be  melancholy;  they  are 
neither  peevi(h  nor  quarrelfome;  they 
are  more  contented  with  their  lot, 
than  the  caliph  in  the  midft  of  his 
whole  court;  they  are  always  gay, 
ready  to  dance  and  to  fmg,  and  have 
each  of  them  their  peculiar  fong  and 
dance,  with  which  they  divert  the 
city  of  Bagdad:  .but  what  I  efteem 
mod  in  them  is,  that  they  are  no 
great  talkers,  no  more  than  your 
ilave,  who  has  now  the  honour  to 
fpeak  to  you.  Here,  Sir;  that  is  the 
fong  and  dance  of  Zantout  who  rubs 
the  people  in  baths;  mind  me,  pray; 
"  and 


THE  barber,"  continued  the  lame 
'  young  man,  "  quitted  his 
razor  again,  and  took  up  his  aftro- 
labe  a  fecond  time;  and  fo  left  me 
half  (haved,  to  go  and  fee  precifely 
what  o'clock  it  was.  Back  he  came; 
and  then — "  Sir,"  faid  he,  "  I  knew 
I  was  not  miftaken,  it  wants  three 
hours  of  noon.  I  arn  fure  of  it,  or 
elfe  all  the  rules  of  aftronomy  are 
falfe." — "  Juft  Heaven!"  cried  I, 
my  patience  is  at  an  end;  1  can  for- 
bear no  longer.  You  curfed  barber! 
you  barber  of  mifchief!  I  do  not 
know  what  holds  me  from  falling 
upon  you,  and  ftrangling  you." — 
Softly,  Sir!"  faid  he  very  calmly, 
without  being  moved  by  my  paflion; 
you  are  not  afraid  of  a  relapfe:  do 
not  be  in  a  paflion;  I  am  going  to 
ferve  you  this  minute."  In  fpeaking 
thefe  words,  he  clapped  his  aftrola- 
ble  in  his  cafe,  and  took  up  his  ra- 
zor, which  he  had  fixed  to  his  belt, 
and  fell  a  (having  again;  but  all 
the  while  he  (haved,  the  dog  could 
not  forbear  prattling.  "If  you  pleafe, 
Sir,"  faid  he,  "  to  tell  me  what  bu- 
fmefs  it  is  you  are  going  about  at 
noon,  I  could  give  you  forne  advice 
that  may  be  of  ufe  to  you."  Tofa- 
tisfy  the  fellow,  I  told  him  I  was 
going  to  meet  fome  friends,  who  were 
to  regale  me  at  noon,  and  make  mer- 
ry with  me  upon  the  recovery  of  my 
health. 

"  When  the  barber  heard  me  talk  of 
regaling — "  God  blefs  you  this  day, 
as  well  as  all  other  days!"  cried  he: 
you  put  me  in  mind  that  yefterday  I 
invited  four  or  five  friends  to  come 
and  eat  with  me  as  this  day;  indeed 
I  had  forgot  it,  and  I  have  as  yet 
made  no  preparation  for  them.  "Do 
not  let  that  trouble  you,"  faid  I: 
though  I  dine  abroad,  my  houfe  is 
always  well  provided;  I  make  you 
a  prefent  of  what  is  in  it;  nay,  be- 
fides,  I  will  order  you  as  much  wine 
as  you  have  occafioa  for,  for  I  have 
excellent  wine  in  my  cellar;  only  you 
murtdifpatch  the  (having  of  me  pre- 
fently;  and  pray  do  not  mind  it. 
As  my  deceafed  father  made  you  pi  e- 
fents  to  encourage  you  to  fpeak,  I 
give  you  mine  to  roakc  you  hold  your 
peace," 
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"  and  fee  if  I  do  not  imitate  it  ex- 
«<  aftiy." 

Scheherazade  went  no  farther  this 
night,  becaufe  (he  perceived  day;  next 
morning  (he  continued  her  ftory  in  the 
following  words. 


NIGHT    CLXV. 

TH  E  barber  fung  the  fong,  and 
danced  the  dance,  of  Zantout," 
continued  the  lame  youth;  "  and  let 
me  fay  what  I  would  to  oblige  him 
to  make  an  end  of  his  buffooneries, 
he  did  not  give  over  till  he  had  imi- 
tated, in  like  manner,  the  fongs  and 
dances  of  the  other  people  he  had 
4f  named.    After  that,  addreflinghim- 
**  felf  to  me — "  I  am  going,"  fays  he, 
4<  to  invite  all  thefe  honeft  perfons  to 
*'  my  houfe:   if  you  will  take  my  ad- 
41  vice,  you  will  join  in  with  us,  and 
"  baulk  your  friends  yonder,  who  per- 
€<  haps  are  noify  prattlers,  who  will 
"  only  teaze  you  to  death  with  their 
"  naufeous  dilccurfes,  and  make  you 
*'  fall    into   a   diftemper    worfe   than 
"  that  you  are  fo  lately  recovered  of; 
"  whereas  at  my  houfe  you  (hall  have 
*c  nothing  but  pleafure." 

*'  Notwithftanding  my  anger,  I  could 
"  not  forbear  laughing  at  the  fellow's 
"  impertinence.  "  I  wifli  I  had  no 
4t  bufinefs  upon  my  hands,"  faid  I: 
4<  if  I  had  not,  I  would  accept  of  the 
**  propofal  you  make  me;  I  would  go 
41  with  all  my  heart  to  be  merry  with 
you;  but  I  beg  to  be  excufed;  I  am 
too  much  engaged  this  day;  another 
day  I  mall  be  more  at  leifure,  and 
then  we  (hall  make  up  that  com- 
pany. Come,  have  done  (having  me, 
and  makehafteto  return  home;  per- 
haps  your  friends  are  already  come 
to  your  houfe." — "  Sir,"  faid  he, 
do  not  refufe  me  the  favour  I  afk  of 
*«  you;  come  and  be  merry  with  the 
•'  good  company  I  am  to  have:  if  you 
4<  were  but  once  in  our  company,  you 
**  would  be  fo  well  pleafed  with  it,  you 
*'  would  forfake  your  friends  to  come 
*'  to  us."— -'*  Let  us  talk  no  more  of 
41  that,"  faid  I;  "  I  cannot  be  your 
"  gueft." 

«'  I  found  I  had  gained  no  ground 
c<  by  my  mild  terms.  «'  Since  youwill 
*f  not  come  to  my  houfe,"  replied  the 
*'  barber,  "  then  pray  let  me  go  along 


with  you:  I  will  go  and  carry  thefe 
things  to  my  houfe,  where  my  friends 
may  eat  of  them,  if  they  like  them, 
and  I  will  return  immediately:  I 
would  not  be  fo  uncivil  as  to  leave 
you  alone.  You  deferve  this  com- 
plaifance  at  my  hands." — "  Hea- 
vens!" cried  1;  "  tlien  I  fhall  not 
get  clear  of  this  troublefome  man 
this  day.  In  the  name  of  the  living 
God!"  faid  I,  "  leave  off  your  un- 
reafonable  jargon '.Goto  your  friends; 
drink,  eat,  and  be  merry,  with  them; 
and  leave  me  at  liberty  to  go  to  mine. 
I  have  a  mind  to  go  alone;  I  have 
no  occafion  for  company:  befides, 
I  mult  needs  tell  you,  the  place  to 
which  I  am  going  is  not  a  place 
where  you  can  be  received;  nobody 
muft  come  there  but  myfelf.''— 
You  jeft,  Sir,"  faid  lie  :  "  if  your 
friends  have  invited  you  to  a  feaft, 
why  mould  you  hinder  me  from  ac- 
companying you?  You  will  pleafe 
them,  I  am  fure,  by  carrying  thither 
a  man  who  can  (peak  comically,  like 
myfelf,  and  who  knows  how  to  divert 
company  agreeably.  But,  fay  what 
you  will,  the  thing  is  refolved  upon; 
1  will  go  along  with  you  in  fpite  of 
your  teeth!" 

"  Thefe  words,  gentlemen,  made  me 
very  uneafy.  "  How  (hall  I  get  rid 
of  this  curfed  barber?"  thought  I  to 
myfelf.  ««  If  I  do  not  fnub  him 
roundly,  we  (hall  never  have  done 
contefting." 

"  Befides,  I  heard  then  the  firftcall 
to  noon -prayers,  and  it  was  time  for 
me  to  go.  In  fine,  [  refolved  to  fay 
nothing  at  all,  and  to  make  as  if  I 
confented  to  his  propofal.  By  the 
time  he  had  done  (having  me  I  faid 
to  him—"  Take  fome  of  my  fer- 
vants  to  carry  thefe  provifions  along 
with  you,  and  return  hither;  I  will 
ftay  for  you,  and  (hall  not  go  with- 
out  you." 

"  At  laft  he  went;  and  I  drefled  my- 
felf nimbly.  I  heard.the  laft  call  to 
prayers,  and  made  hafte  to  fet  out: 
but  the  malicious  barber,  jealous  of 
my  intention,  went  with  my  fervants 
only  within  fight  of  the  houfe,  and 
flood  there  till  he  faw  them  enter  the 
doorj  having  hid  himfclf  on  the 
turning  of  a  ftreet,  with  an  intent  to 
obferve  and  follow  me.  In  fine, 
when  I  arrived  at  the  cadi's  door, 
I  looked  back,  and  faw  him  at  the 
"  head 
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¥  head  of  the  ftreet;  which  fretted  me 
"  to  the  laft  degree. 

"  The  cadi's  door  was  half  open; 
«'  and,  as  I  went  in,  I  faw  an  old  wo- 
«'  man  waiting  for  me;  who,  after  (be 
"  had  (hut  the  door,  conducted  me  to 
««  thechamberof  the  young  lady  I  was 
"  in  love  with}  but  we  had  fcarce  be- 
"  gun  our  interview,  when  we  heard  a 
"  noife  in  the  ftreet.  The  young  la- 
"  dy  put  her  head  to  the  window,  and 
•*  faw  through  the  gate  that  it  was  the 
"  cadi  her  father  returning  already 
14  from  prayers.  At  the  fame  time  I 
<*  looked  through  the  window,  and  faw 
««  the  barber  fitting  oppcfite  the  houfe, 
•'  in  the  fame  place  where  I  had  feen 
"  the  young  lady  before. 

"  I  had  then  two  things  to  fear;  the 
IC  arrival  of  the  cadi,  and  the  prefence 
"  of  the  barber.  The  young  lady  mi- 
«*  tigated  my  fear  of  the  firft,  by  affur- 
"  ing  me  the  cadi  came  but  very  fel- 
"  dom  to  her  chamber;  and  as  (he  haxl 
tf  forefeen  that  this  miladventure might 
«'  happen,  (he  had  contrived  a  way  to 
"  convey  me  out  fafe:  but  the  indif- 
"  cretion  of  the  curled  barber'made  me 
'<  very  uneafy;  and  you  (hall  hear  that 
"  this  my  uneafinefs  was  not  without 
"  ground. 

*'  As  foon  as  the  cadi  was  come  in, 

"  .he  caned  one  of  his  (laves,  who  de- 

•«  ferved  it.     The   (lave  made   honid 

"  (houts,    which    were    heard    in    the 

••  ftreet;  the  barber  thoughtit  was  my- 

"   felf  that  cried  out,  and  that  I  was 

"  mal- treated.     Prepcflefled  with  this 

ic  thought,  he  fcreamed  out  moft  fear- 

"  fully,  rent  his  cloaths,  threw  "duft 

"  on  his  head,  and  called  the  neigh- 

"  bouihcod    to   his    afiiftance.      The 

'  neighbourhood  came,  and  afkedwhat 

'  ailed  him,  and  what  relief  he  wanted 

f  that  they  could  give.   "Alas!"  cried 

'   he,  "  they  are  aruflinuting  my  ma- 

*  fter,  my  dear  patron;"  and  without 
'  faying  any  other  thing,   he  ran  all 
'  the  way  to  my  houfe,  with  the  very 

*  fame  cry  in  his  mouth.   From  thence 
'  he  returned,  followed  by  all  my  do- 
'  mefticks,armedwith  battoons.  They 
'  knocked  with  inconceivable  fury  at 
'  fhe    cadi's  door,  and  the  cadi   lent 
'  a  (lave  to  fee  what  the  matter  was; 
'  but  the  flave  being  frighted,  returned 

•'  to  his  mafter,  crying — "  Sir,  above 
*'  ten  thoufand  men  are  going  to  break 
"  into  your  houfe  by  force1.1' 


"  Immediately  the  cadi  ran  himfelf, 
opened  the  door,  and  aflced  what  they 
wanted.  His  venerable  prefence 
could  not  infpire  them  with  refpeft. 
They  infolently  faid  tohinri— '*  You 
curled  cadi  !  you  doj  of  a  cadi  1 
what  reafon  have  you  to  affarFmate 
our  mafter?  What  has  he  done  to 
you?"—"  Good  people,"  replied  the 
cadi,  «!  for  what,  fhould  I  aflaffi. 
nate  your  mafter,  whom  I  do  not 
know,  and  whohasdone  no  offence? 
My  houfe  is  open  to  you;  come,  fee 
and  fearch." — "  You  baftinadoed 
him,"  faid  the  barber;  '<  I  heard  his 
cries  not  above  a  minute  ago."— 
But,  pray," replied  the  cadi,  "what 
offence  could  your  mafter  do  to  me, 
to  oblige  me  to  abufe  him  after  that 
rate?  Is  he  in  my  houfe?  If  he  18, 
how  came  he  in,  or  who  could  have 
introduced  him?" — "Ah,  wretched 
cadi!"  cried  the  barber,  "  you  and 
your  long  beard  Jhall  never  make 
me  believe  what  you  fay.  What  I  fay 
I  know  to  be  true;  your  daughter  is 
in  love  with  our  mafter,  and  gave 
him  a  meeting  during  the  time  of 
noon-prayers:  you,  without  doubt, 
have  had  notice  of  it;  you  returned 
home  and  furprized  him,  and  made 
your  flave  baitinadoe  him.  But  this 
your  wicked  action  (hall  not  pafs 
with  impunity;  the  caliph  (hall  be 
acquainted  with  it.  and  he  will  give 
you  true  anil  brief  jtsftice.  Let  him 
come  oi:tj  deliver  him  to  us  imme- 
diately; or,  if  you  do  not,  we  will 
go  in  and  take  him  fiom  you,  to  your 
flume." — "  There  is  no  occafion 
for  fo  many  words,"  replied  the  ca- 
di, "  nor  to  make  fo  great  a  noife. 
If  what  you  lay  is  true,  go  in  and 
find  him  out;  I  give  you  free  liber- 
ty." Thereupon  the  barber  and 
my  domeftkks  ruflied  into  the  houfe 
like  furies;  and  looked  for  me  aJl 
about." 


Scheherazade,  perceiving  day,  flop- 
ped at  this  period.  Schahriar  role, 
laughing  at  the  indifcreet  zeal  of  the 
barber,  and  curious  to  know  what 
paffrd  in  the  cadi's  houfe,  and  by  what 
accident  the  young  man  became  lame. 
Next  night  the  lultanefs  fatisfied  his 
curiofity,  and  relumed  the  (lory  in  the 
following  words. 

E  e  NIGHT 
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NIGHT    CLXVI. 

THE  taylor  continued  to  tell  the 
Sultan  of  Cafgar  the  ftory  which 
he  had  begun.  «  Sir,'  faid  he,  «  the 
'  lame  young  man  went  on  thus: 
"  When  I  heard  all  that  the  barber 
"  faid  to  the  cadi,  I  fought  for  a  place 
*'  to  hide  myfelf,  and  could  find  no- 
*'  thing  but  a  great  empty  trunk,  in 
"  which  I  lay  down,  and  fhut  it  upon 
*{  me.  Thebarber, after hehadfearched 
*'  every  where,  came  into  the  chamber 
*'  where  I  was,  and  opening  the  trunk, 
"  as  foon  as  he  faw  me,  he  took  it  on 
*'  his  head,  and  carried  it  away.  He 
*'  came  down  a  high  ftair-cafe  into  a 
*<  court,  which  he  went  through  very 
««  fpeedily.andgotto  the  ftreet.  While 
"  he  carried  me,  the  trunk  unhappily 
*'  opened;  and  I  not  being  able  to  en- 
"  dure  to  be  expofed  to  the  view  and 
"  fhouts  of  the  mob  that  followed  us, 
*'  leaped  out  into  the  ftreet  with  fo 
*'  much  hafte,  that  I  hurt  my  leg,  fo 
"  that  I  have  been  lame  ever  fince.'  I 
<c  was  not  fenfible  how  bad  it  was  at 
'<  firft,  and  theiefore  got  up  quickly, 
"  to  get  away  from  the  people,  who 
4<  laughed  at  me:  nay,  I  threw  hand- 
•'  fuls  of  gold  and  filver  among  them; 
t(  and  whilft  they  were  gathering  it  up, 
«'  I  made  my  efcape  by  crofs  ftreets 
<{  and.alleys.  But  the  curfed  barber, 
<*  improving  the  ftratagem  that  I  had 
**  made  ufe  of  to  get  away  from  the 
"  mob,  followed  me  dole,  crying — 
"  Stay, Sir!  why  do  you  run  fo  fart?  You 
"  know  not  how  much  I  am  afflicled 
<«  at  the  ill  treatment  you  received  from 
«  the  cadi;  you,  who  are  fo  generous  a 
*<  perfon,  and  to  whom  I  and  my  friends 
"  are  fo  much  obliged!  Did  not  I  tell 
"  you  truly  that  you  would  expofe  your 
««  life  by  your  obftinate  refufal  to  let 
*(  me  go  with  you?  See  now  what 
<«  has  happened  to  you  by  your  own 
"  faulty  and  if  I  had  not  refolutely  fol- 
"  lowed  you,  to  fee  whither  you  went, 
"  what  would  have  become  of  you? 
"  Whither  do  you  go  then,  Sir?  Stay 
«<  for  me." 

«  Thus  the  wretched  barber  cried 
«'  aloud  in  the  ftreets.  It  was  not 
"  enough  for  him  to  have  occsi:oned 
««  fo  gieat  a  fcandal  in  the  quarter  of 
'«  ihe  cadi,  but  he  would  have  it  be 


known  through  the  whole  tow^i.  I 
was  in  fuch  a  rage,  that  I  had  a  great 
mind  to  have  ftaid  and  cut  his  throat} 
but  confideringthat  that  would  have 
perplexed  me  farther,  I  chofe  another 
courfe;  for,  perceiving  that  his  call- 
ing after  me  expofed  me  to  vaft 
numbers  of  people,  who  crouded  to 
the  doors  or  windows,  or  flopped  in 
the  ftreets,  to  gaze  on  me,  I  entered 
into  a  khan  *  or  inn,  the  chamber 
lain  of  which  knew  mej  and  find- 
ing him  at  the  gate,  whither  the 
noife  had  brought  him,  I  prayed 
him,  for  the  fake  of  Heaven,  to  hin- 
der that  madman  from  coming  in 
after  inc.  He  promifed  to  do  foj 
and  was  as  good  as  his  word,  but 
not  without  a  great  deal  of  trouble  ; 
for  the  obftinate  barber  wanted  to  go 
in,  in  fpite  of  him,  and  did  not  retire 
without  calling  him  a  thoufand  ill 
names;  and,  after  the  chamberlain 
had  fhut  the  gate,  the  barber  con- 
tinued telling  the  mob  what  great 
fervice  he  had  done  me.  Thus  I  rid 
myfelf  of  that  troublefome  fellow. 
After  which,  the  chamberlain  prayed 
me  to  tell  him  myadventurej  which 
I  did,  and  then  defired  him  to  let  me 
have  an  apartment  until  I  was  cured. 
But,  Sir,"  faid  he,  "  would  it  not 
be  more  convenient  for  you  to  go 
home?" — «'  I  will  not  return  thi- 
ther," faid  I  ;  "  for  the  deteftable 
barber  will  continue  plaguing  me 
there,  and  I  (hall  die  of  vexation  to 
be  continually  teazed  with  him. 
Befides,  after  what  has  befallen  me 
to-day,  I  cannot  ihink  of  flaying 
any  longer  in  this  town;  I  muft  go 
whither  my  ill  fortune  leads  me.1' 
And  actually,  when  1  was  cured,  I 
took  all  the  money  I  thought  ne- 
ceflary  for  my  travels,  and  divided 
the  remainder  of  my  eftate  among 
my  kindred. 

"  Thus,  gentlemen,  I  left  Bagdad, 
and  came  hither.  I  had  ground  to 
hope  ';hat  I  ihould  not  meet  this  per- 
nicious barber  in  a  country  fo  far 
from  rny  o\vn;  and  yet  I  found  him 
amonglt  yc*u  Do  not  be  furprized, 
then,  at  my  hafte  to  be  gone;  you 
may  eafily  judg:e  hew  difgufting  to 
me  the  fight  of  a  inan  is  who  was  the 
occafion  of  my  lamenefs,  a^d  of  my 
being  reduced  to  the  melancholy  ne- 


f  A  publicfc-houfe  in  the  towns  of  the  Levant,  where  Grangers  lodge, 


"  ceffity 


tke    Art  tjrerte.  bv  Harrifou  .1-  ('"    Mr.rrli  a(v  rj-ft.f. 
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*«  reflity  of  living  at  fo  great  a  diftance 
"  from  my  kindred,  friends,  and  coun- 
••  try." 

«  When  the  lame  yourig  man  had 
fpoken  thefe  words,  he  rofe,  and  went 
out:  the  mailer  of  the  houfe  con- 
dueled  him  to  the  gate,  and  told  him 
he  was  forry  that  he  had  given  him, 
though  innocently,  fo  great  a  fubjecl 
of  mortification. 

'  When  the  young  man  was  gone/ 
continued  the  taylor,  *  we  were  all  afto- 
nimed  at  the  ftory;  and  turning  to  the 
barber,  told  hirri  he  was  very  much  in 
the  wrong,  if  what  we  had  juft  now 
heard  was  true.    "Gentlemen,"  an- 
fweved  he,  railing  up  his  head,  which 
till  then  he  had  held  down,  "  my 
lilence  during  the  young  man's  dif- 
courfe  is  enough  to  teftify  that  he 
advanced    nothing    but   what    was 
really  true}  but,  notwithftanding  all 
that  he  has  faid  to  you,  I  maintain 
that  I  ought  to  have  done  what  I 
did  i  I  leave  yourfelves  to  be  judges 
of  it.    Did  not  he  throw  himfelf  into 
danger,  and  rould  he  have  come  off 
fo  well  without  my  affiftance?    He 
was    too   happy   to   efcape    with    a 
lame  leg.     Did  not  I  expofe  myfelf 
<  to  a  greater  danger  in  getting  him 
out  of  a  houfe  where  1  thought  he 
was  ill-treated  ?  Has  he  any  reafon 
to  complain  of  me,  and  to  give  me 
fo  many  bad  words  ?  This  is  what 
one  gets  by  ferving  unthankful  peo- 
ple. He  accufes  me  of  being  a  prat- 
«'  tling  fellow,  which  is  a  mere  flander. 
"  Of  feven  brothers,  I  am  he  who  fpeak 
f{  the  leait,  and  have  molt  wit  for  my 
"  mare;    and,  to  convince  you  of  it, 
•*  gentlemen,  I  need  only  to  tell  my 
*'   own  ftory  and  theirs.  Honour  me,  I 
*«  beleech  you,  with  your  attention." 


THE  STORY  OF  THE  BARBER. 

T  N  the  reign  of  the  Caliph  Mon- 
•*•  *'  dancer  Billah  *,"  continued  he, 
a  prince  famous  for  his  valt  libe- 
rality  towards  the  poor,  ten  high- 
waymen  infefted  the  roads  about 
Bagdad^  and  for  a  long  time  com- 
mitted  unheard-of  robberies  and 
cruelties.  The  caliph  having  notice 
of  this,  fent  for  the  judge  of  the  pd- 


"  lice  fome  days  before  the  feaft  of 
"  Bairam,  and  ordered  him,  on  pain  of 
'*  death,  to  bring  all  the  ten  to  him." 

Scheherazade  flopped  here,  becaufe 
day  appeared  ;  and  next  night  relumed 
her  difcourfe  as  follows. 
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THE  judge  of  the  police,"  cori* 
'  tinued  the  barber,  "  ufed  fo 
much  diligence,  and  fent  fo  many 
people  in  purfuit  of  the  ten  robbers, 
that  they  were  taken  on  the  day  of 
Bairam.  I  was  then  walking  on  the 
banks  of  the  Tigris,  and  law  ten, 
men,  richly  apparelled,  go  into  a 
boat.  I  might  have  known  they 
were  robbers*  had  I  obferved  the 
guards  that  were  with  them  j  but  I 
looked  only  to  them  j  and,  thinking 
they  were  people  who  had  a  mind  to» 
fpend  the  feftiyal  day  in  jollity,  I 
entered  the  boat  with  them,  without 
faying  one  word,  in  hopes  they  would 
allow  me  to  be  one  of  the  company* 
Wr  Went  down  the  Tigris,  and 
landed  before  the  caliph's  palace; 
and  I  then  had  time  to  confider  with 
myfelf,  and  to  find  out  my  miilake* 
When  we  came  out  of  the  boat,  we 
were  furrounded  by  a  new  troop  of 
the  judge  of  the  policed  guard,  who 
tied  us  all,  and  carried  us  before 
the  caliph.  I  differed  myfelf  to  be 
tied  as  well  as  the  reh\  without  fpeak- 
ing  one  word  :  for  to  what  purpofe 
mould  I  have  fpoke,  or  made  any 
refinance?  That  would  have  been 
the  way  to  have  been  ill-treated  by 
the  guards,  who  would  not  have 
liftened  to  me  ;  for  they  are  brutifh 
fellows,  who  will  hear  no  reafon  :  I 
was  with  the  robbers,  which  was 
furficient  to  make  them  believe  me  ta 
be  one. 

"  When  we  came  before  the  caliph, 
he  ordered  the  ten  highwaymens 
heads  to  be  cut  offimmediately.  The 
executioner  drew  us  up  in  a  file 
within  the  reach  of  his  aim,  and  by 
good  fortune  I  was  the  laft.  He 
cut  off  the  heads  of  the  ten  high- 
waymen, beginning  at  the  firftj  and 
when  he  came  to  me  he  ftopped* 


*  He  was  raifed  to  this  dignity  in  the  year  of  the  Hegira  6z3,  and  Anno  Dom.  I2*6j 
aid  was  the  thircy-fixth  caliph  of  the  race  of  the  Abafiides, 

Sea  «  Th* 
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*'  The  caliph,  perceiving  that  he  did 
"  not  meddle"  with  me,  grew  angry  : 
"  Did  not  I  command  thee,"  faid  he, 
"  to  cut  off  the  heads  of  ten  highway- 
"  men  ?  Why,  then,  haft  thou  cut  off 
**  but  nine  ?" — "  Commander  of  the 
«  Faithful,"  faid  he,  "  Heaven  pre- 
"  ferve  me  from  difobeying  your  ma- 
tc  jefty's  orders  !  Here  are  ten  corpfes 
"  upon  the  ground,  and  as  many  heads 
"  which  I  cut  offj  your  majeliy  may 
"  count  them." 

"  When  the  caliph  faw  himfelf  that 
tc  what  the  executioner  faid  was  true, 
"  he  looked  upon  me  with  amazementj 
"  and,  perceiving  that  I  had  not  the 
"  face  of  a  highwayman,  faid  tome— 
"  Good  old  man,  how  came  you  to  be 
"  among  thofe  wretches,  who  have  de- 
"  ferved  a  thou  land  deaths?'*  Ian- 
"  fwered — "  Commander  of  the  Faith- 
"  ful,  I  (hall  make  a  true  confeffion. 
**  This  morning  I  faw  thofe  ten  per- 
"  fons,  whofe  unhappy  fate  is  a  proof 
"  of  your  m'ajefty's  juftice,  take  boat  j 
"  and  I  embarked  with  them,  think- 
**  ing  they  were  men  going  to  an  en- 
"  tertainment  to  celebrate  this  day, 
'*•  which  is  the  moft  remarkable  m  our 
*«  religion/' 

f*  The  caliph,  who  could  not  forbear 
*'  laughing  at  rny  adventure,  in  Head  of 
"  treating  me  as  a  prattling  fellow,  as 
'the  lame  young  man  did,  admired 
'  my  difcretion  and  conftant  filence. 
«  'Commander  of  the  Faithful,"  faid  I, 
*'  your  majefty  need  not  wonder  at  my 
'<  keeping  filence  on  fuch  an  occafion, 
«'  which  would  have  made  another  apt 
**  to  fueak.  I  make  a  particular  pro- 
*'  ferTion  of  holding  my  peace;  and  on 
ts  that  account  I  have  acquired  the 
'«  glorious  title  of  Silent.  Thus  I  am 
*'  called,  to  diftinguifh  me  from  my  fix 
"  brothers.  This  is  the  effect:  of  my 
"  philoibphy;  and,  in  a  word,  in  this 
*<  virtue  confifts  my  glory  and  happi- 
"  nefs." — "  I  am  very  glad,1'  faid  the 
««  caliph,  fmiling,  "  that  they  gave 
"  you  a  title  which  you  fo  well  de- 
"  ferve,  and  know  how  to  make  fuch 
<f  a  good  ufe  of.  But  tell  me  what  fort 
"  of  men  your  brothers  were;  were 
'  they  like  you  ?" — "  By  no  means," 
"  laid  I  ;  "  thsy  were  all  of  them  given 
"  to  p'sting,  one  more  than  another; 
«•'  9 mi  as  to  their  perfcns,  there  was 
<4  ftill  a  greater  difference  betwixt  them 
<*  and  me.  The  firftwas  hump-backed  ^ 


the  fecond  had  rotten  teeth  ;  tfof 
third  had  but  one  eye;  the  fourth  was 
blind  ;  the  fifth  had  his  ears  cut  j 
and  the  fixth  had  hare-lips.  They 
had  fuch  adventures  as  would  in- 
form you  of  their  characters,  had  I 
the  honour  of  telling  them  to  your 
majefty."  Accordingly,  the  caliph 
expre.llng  a  ciefire  to  hear  a  relation 
of  their  liories,  I  began  thus." 


THE    STORY    OF    THE    BARBER'S 
ELDEST  BROTHER. 


"  OIR,"  faid  I,  «  my  eldeft  brother, 
J  "  whofe  name  was  Bacbouc  the 
"  Hump-back,  was  a  taylor  by  trade: 
"  when    his    apprenticeship   expired, 
"  he  hired  a  (hop  juft  oppofite  a  mill  ; 
"  and,  hav-ing  but  very  little  bufmefs, 
"  he  coold  fcarcely  maintain  himfelf. 
*  The  miller,   on  the  contrary,   was 
"  very  wealthy,  and  had  a  very  hand- 
"  forne  wife.     One  day,  as  my  brother 
"  was  at  work  in  his  ftop,  he  lifted  up- 
"  his  head,  and  faw  the  miller's  wife 
"  looking  out  of  the  window,  and  was 
"  charmed  with  her  beauty.    The  wo- 
"  man  took  no  notice  of  him,  butfhut 
'*  her  window,  and  came  no  more  to  it 
"  all  that  day  ;  while  the  poor  taylor 
"  did  nothing  buf  lift  up  his  eyes  to- 
"  wards  the  mill  all  day  long.     He 
**  pricked  his  fingers  more  than  pncej, 
"  and  his  work  that  day  was  not  very 
"  regular.     At  night,  when  he  was  to 
'*  (hut  up  his  fliop,  he  could  fcarcely 
"  tell  how  to  do' it,   besaufe  he  ftill 
'*  hoped  the  miller's  wife  would  come 
"  to  the  window   once  more  :  but  at 
'*  laft  he  was!  forced  to  fhut  it  up,  and 
"  go  home  to  his  little  houfe,  where  he 
*'  pa2ed  the  night  in  great  uneafinefs, 
"  He  arole  very  early  the  next  morn- 
"  ing,  and  ran  to  his  (hop,  in  hopes  of. 
"  feeing  his"  miftrefs  again  :    but  he 
*c  was  no  happier  than  the  day  before, 
"  for  the  miller's  wifs  did  not  appear 
"  at  the  window  above  one  moment  all 
"  the  day;  but  that  moment  made  the 
"  taylor  the  moft  amorous  that  ever 
"  lived.     The  third  day  he  had  fomc 
'*  more  ground  of  fatisfa6lion;  forthe 
"  miller's  wife  caft  her  eyes  upon  him 
"  by  chance,  and  furprized  him  as  he 
'*  was  gazing  at  her,  of  whichYhe  pre- 
•'  fently  knew  the  reafon." 
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Here  day  beginning  to  appear,  the 
fultanefs  difcontinued  her  ftoryj  but 
refumed  it  the  next  night  thus. 
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O  fooner  did  the  miller's  wife 
"perceive  my  brother's  mind," 
continued  the  barber,    "  but,  inftead 
«'  of  being  vexed  at  it,  fhe  refolved  to 
«  make  it  her  diverfion.     She  looked 
'  upon   him  with  a  fmiling  counte- 
«  nance,  and  my  brother  looked  upon 
'  her  in  the  fame  manner;    but  his 
looks  were  fo  very  whimflcal  and 
fingular,   that  the  miller's  wife  was 
**  obliged  to  fhut  her  window,  left  her 
"  loud  laughter  mould  have  made  him 
**  fenfible  that  fhe  only  ridiculed  him. 
*'  Poor  Bacbouc  interpreted  her  beha- 
"  viour  on  this  occafion  to  his  own  ad- 
*'  vantage,  and  flattered  himfelf  that 
"  (he  had  looked  upon  him  with  plea- 
«<  fure. 

"  The  miller's  wife  refolved  to  make 
"  fport  with  my  brother.  She  had 'a 
**  piece  of  very  fine  ftuff,  with  which 
*'  fhe  had  along  time  defigned  to  make 
"  her  a  fuit;  fhe  therefore  wrapped  it 
'  up  in  a  fine  embroidered  filk  hand- 

*  kerchief,  and  fent  it  to  him  by  a 
1  young  flave;  who,  having  been  firft 

*  taught  her  leffon,  came  to  the  tay- 
'  lor's  /hop,  and  laid — "  My  miftrefs 
f  gives  you  her  fervice,  and  prays  you 

*  to  make  her  a  fuit  with  this  ftuff  ac- 
'  cording  to  the  pattern  :  fhe  changes 
'  her  deaths  often,  fo  that  her  cuftooi 

"  will  be  profitable  to  you."  Mybro- 
**  ther  doubted  not  but  the  miller's 
"  wife  loved  him,  and  therefore  con- 
"  eluded  that  fhe  fent  him  work  fo  foon 
*'  after  what  had  pa  fled  betwixt  them 
"  only  to  fignify  that  fhe  knew  his 
"  mind,  and  to  convince  him  that  he 
"  had  obtained  her  favour.  Confirmed 
"  in  this  opinion,  my  brother  charged 
"  the  flave  to  tell  her  miftrefs  that  he 
"  would  lay  afide  all  other  work  for 
"  her's,  and  that  the  fuit  fhould  b,e 
"  ready  the  next  morning.  In  efeft, 
"  he  laboured  at  it  with  fo  much  dili- 
•«  gence,  that  he  finished  it  the  fame 
««  day. 

*'  Next  morning,  the  young  flave 
"  coming  to  fee  if  the  fuit  was  ready, 
*'  Bacbouc  gave  it  to  her  neatly  folded 
*'  »pi  and  faid— •".  I  am  too  much 


"  concerned  to  pleafe  your  miftrefs  to 
"  negleft  her  fuit  :  I  would  engage 
"  her  by  my  diligence  to  employ  no 
"  other  but  myfelf  for  the  future." 
"  The  young  flave  went  fome  fteps,  as 
"  if  fhe  had  intended  to  go  away;  and 
*'  then  coming  back,  whifpered  to 
"  my  brother  —  "  I  had  forgot  part 
"  of  my  commiffion  j  my  miftrefs 
"  charged  me  to  compliment  you  in 
"  her  name,  and  to  afk  you  how  you 
"  pafTed  the  night :  for  her  part,  poor 
tc  woman,  fhe  loves  you  fo  mightily, 
"  that  fhe  could  not  lleep."  —  «<  Tell 
<c  her,"  anfwered  my  filly  brother, 
"  that  I  have  fo  violent  a  paflion  for 
*'  her,  that  I  have  not  clofed  my  eyes 
"  in  fleep  thefe  four  nights."  After 
**  fuch  a  compliment  from  the  miller's 
"  wife,  my  brother  tlioaght  fhe  would 
"  not  let  him  languifh  in  expe6lation 
<c  of  her  favour. 

"  About  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after, 
c<  the  flave  returned  to  my  brother  witli 
"  a  piece  of  fattin.  My  miftrefs,"  faid 
"  fhe,  4<  is  very  well  pleafed  with  her 
«'  fuit;  nothing  in  the  world  can  fit 
"  her  better  :  and,  fince  it  is  very  fine, 
"  Jhe  would  not  wear  it  without  a  new 
"  petticoat;  and  flie  prays  you  to  make 
"  her  one,  as  foon  as  you  can,  of  this 
"  piece  of  fattin."  —  "  It  is  enough," 
"  faid  Bacbouc  ;  ««  I  will  do  it  before 
"  I  leave  my  fhop  ;  you  fhall  have  it 
"  in  the  evening."  The  miller's  wife 
"  fhewed  herfelf  often  at  her  window} 
"  was  very  prodigal  of  her  charms  ; 
**  and,  to  encourage  my  brother,  fhe 
"  feigned  to  take  pleafure  in  feeing 
"him  work.  The  petticoat  was  foon 
"  made;  and  the  flave  came  for  it,  but 
"  brought  the  taylor  no  money,  nei- 
t{  ther  for  the  trimming  he  had  bought 
"  for  the  fuit,  nor  for  his  labour.  In 
"  the  mean  time,  this  unfortunate  lover, 
"  whom  they  only  amufed,  though  he 
*'  could  not  perceive  it,  had  eat  no- 
"  thing  all  thatday,  and  was  under  the 
(i  necefllty  of  borrowing  money  to 
"  purchafe  himfelf  a  fupper.  Next 
"  morning,  as  foon  as  it  was  day,  the 
"  young  flave  came  to  tell  him  that  the 
"  miller  wanted  to  fpeak  with  him. 
"  My  miftrefs,"  faid  (he,  "  has  told 

f  him  fo  much  good  of  you,  when  fhe 
"  fhewed  him  your  work,  that  he  has 
"  a  mind  you  fhould  work  alfo  for 

*  him  :  ft\z  does  it  on  purpofe,  that  the 

"  friendfiiip   fhe  defigns  to  form  be- 

"  twixt  you  and  him  may  make  you 

«  fucceeJ 


£2O      ARABIAN  NIGHTS  ENTERTAINMENT^ 


"  fucceed  in  what  you  both  equally 
"  defire."  My  brother  was  eafily  per- 
'-  fuaded,  and  went  to  the  mill  with 
*e  the  Have.  The  miller  received  him 
"  very  kindly,  and  fhewed  him  a  piece 
"  of  cloth,  told  him  he  wanted  fliirts, 
"  bid  him  make  twenty  of  that  cloth, 
**  and  give  to  him  again  what  he  fliould 
*e  not  makeufe  of.'' 

Scheherazade,  perceiving  day,  held 
her  peace;  but  next  night  continued 
the  hiftory  of  Bacbouc  thus. 


NIGHT    CLXtX, 


l\/f  Ybrolher>"  faicl  the 
JLr  JL  "  had  work  enough  for  five 
or  fix  days  to  make  twenty  (hirts  for 
the  miller;  who  afterwards  gave 
him  another  piece  of  cloth  to  make 
him  as  many  pair  of  drawers.  When 
they  weie  finilhed,  Bacbouc  carried 
them  to  the  miller,  who  afked  him 
what  he  muft  have  for  his  pains. 
My  brother  anfwered,  that  he  would 
be  content  with  twenty  drachms  of 
filver.  The  millerimmediately  called 
the  young  flave,  and  bid  her  bring 
him  his  weights,  that  he  might  fee 
if  his  money  was  right.  The  flave, 
who  had  herleflbn,  looked  upon  my 
brother  with  an  angry  countenance, 
to  fignify  to  him  that  their  project 
would  be  frustrated  if  he  took  any 
money.  He  knew  her  meaning,  and 
refufed  to  take  any,  though  he  want- 
ed  it  fo  much  that  he  was  forced  to 
borrow  money  to  buy  the  thread 
with  which  he  fewed  the  fhirts  and 
drawers.  When  he  left  the  miller^ 
he  came  to  me  to  borrow  money  to 
live  on,  and  told  me  they  did  not 
pay  him.  I  gave  him  fome  copper- 
money  that  I  had  in  my  pocket,  on 
which  he  fubfifted  for  fome  days.  It 
is  true,  indeed,  he  lived  upon  no- 
thing  but  broth;  nor  had  he  a  fuf- 
ficiency  of  that. 

"  One  day  he  went  to  the  miller, 
who  was  bufy  at  his  work  ;  and, 
thinking  that  my  brother  came  for 
money,  he  offered  him  fome  ;  but 
the  young  flave  being  prefent,  made 
him  another  fign  not  to  take  it,  which 
he  complied  with,  and  told  the  mil- 
ler  he  did  not  come  for  his  money, 
but  only  to  know  how  he  did.  The 
miller  thanked  him,  and  gave  him 


an  upper-garment  to  make.  Bae~ 
bone  carried  it  to  him  the  next  dayj 
and  when  the  miller  drew  out  hid' 
purfe,  the  young  flave  gave  my 
brother  the  ufual  fign  ;  on  which  he 
laid  to  the  miller—-'*  Neighbour, 
there  is  no  hafte;  we  will  reckon 
another  time."  The  poor  fimpleton 
then  returned  again  to  his  (hop,  with 
the  three  terrible  diftempers  of  love, 
hunger,  and  want  of  money,  upon 
him. 

"  The  miller's  wife  was  not  only- 
avaricious,  but  very  ill-naHired;  for, 
not  content  with  having  cheated  my 
brother  of  what  was  due  to  him,  fhe 
provoked  her  hufband  to  revenge 
himfelf  upon  him  for  making  love 
-to  her  ;  which  they  accomplished 
thus.  The  miller  invited  Bacbouc 
one  night  to  fupperj  and,  after  hav- 
ing entertained  him  in  a  very  in- 
different manner,  addrefled  himfelf 
to  him  in  this  manner:  "  Brother* 
it  is  too  late  for  you  to  go  home,- 
you  had  better  ftay  here  all  night." 
And  then  he  took  him  to  a  place  iit 
the  mill,  in  which  was  a  bed,  where? 
he  left  him,  and  went  to  bed  with 
his  wife.  About  the  middle  of  the 
night,  the  miller  came  to  my  bro- 
ther,  and  faid  —  "  Neighbour,  are 
you  afleep?  My  mule  is  ill,  and  I 
have  a  great  deal  of  corn  to  grind; 
you  will  do  me  a  mighty  kindneis  if 
you  will  turn  the  mill  in  her  ftead." 
Bacbouc,  to  fhew  his  good-nature, 
told  him  ihat  he  was  ready  to  do  hint 
fuch  a  piece  of  fervice,  if  he  would 
firtt  inftrua  him.  The  miller  thea 
tied  him  by  the  middle  to  the  mule's 
place;  and,  whipping  him  over  the 
back,  cried  —  "  Go,  neighbour!"—- 
Ho!"  faid  my  brother,  "  why  du 
you  beat  me  ?"  —  "  It  is  to  make  you 
briflc,"  faid  the  miller;  "  for  with- 
out a  whip  my  mule  will  not  go.'* 
Bacbouc  was  amazed  at  this  fort  of 
treatment,  but  durft  not  complain. 
When  he  had  gone  five  or  fix  rounds, 
he  would  fain  have  refted  ;  but  the 
miller  gave  him  a  dozen  of  found1 
lafhes,  laying—"  Courage,  neigh- 
bour  !  do  not  ftop,  pray  j  you  muft 
go  on  without  taking  your  breath, 
otherwife  you  will  Ipoil  my  meal." 


Scheherazade  flopped  here,  becaufc 
fhe  faw  day;  but  next  night  continued 
her  ftory  thus. 

NIGHT 
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rr-«HE  miller  obliged  ray  bro- 
JL  "  ther,"  continued  the  barber, 
to  turn  the  mill  thus  all  night;  and 
about  break,  of  day  he  left  him, 
without  untying  him,  and  went  to 
his  wife's  chamber.  Bacbouc  con- 
tinned  there  for  fome  time  j  and  at 
laft  the  young  flave  came  and  untied 
him.  "-Ah!"  faid  the  treacherous 
wretch,  "  how  my  miftrefs  and  I 
bemoaned  you  !  We  had  no  hand  in 
this  wicked  trick  which  herhufband 
has  put  upon  you."  Unhappy  Bac- 
bouc  anfwered  her  not  a  word,  he 
was  fo  much  fatigued  with  labour 
and  blows;  but,  creeping  to  his  own 
houfe,  refolved  never  more  to  think 
on  the  miller's  wife. 
"  The  tellir.gof  this  ftory,"  faid  the 
barber,  «c  made  the  caliph  laugh. 
Go  home,"  faid  he  to  me;  "  I  have 
ordered  fomething  to  be  given  you 
inftead  of  the  good  dinner  you  ex- 
peeled."  —  "  Commander  of  the 
Faithful,"  faid  I,  "  1  pray  your 
majefty  to  flay  till  I  have  related  the 
ftory  of  my  other  brothers."'  The 
caliph  having  fignified  by  his  filence 
that  he  was  willing  to  hear  me,  I 
proceeded  thus. 


THE  STORY  OF  THE  BARBER  S  SE- 
COND BROTHER. 


ATYfecond  brother,  wl 
iVi  «  ed  Backbarah  the 


,/ho  was  call- 
the  Toothlefs, 
going  one  day  through  the  city,  met 
an  old  woman  in  an  out-ttreet,  who 
came  to  him  prefently,  and  laid — 
I  want  one  word  with  you,  pray  flop 
one  moment.  He  did  fo,  and  aflced 
her  what  (he  would  have.  *'  If  you 
will  come  along  with  me,"  faid  (he, 
I  will  bring  you  into  a  ftately  pa- 
lace, where  you  fhall  fee  a  lady  as 
fair  as  the  day.  She  will  receive  you 
with  abundance  of  pleafure,  and  give 
you  a  treat  with  excellent  wine.  I 
need  fay  no  more  to  you."- — "  But  is 
what  you  lay  true  ?"  replied  my  bro- 
ther. *'  I  am  no  lying  hufley,1'  re- 
plied the  old  woman;  "  I  fay  no- 
thing to  you  but  what  is  true.  But 
hark,  I  have  fomething  to  aik  of  you. 
You  muft  be  wife,  you  mull  fpeak. 
but  little,  and  yep  muft  be  mighty 


complaifant."  Backbarah  agreed 
to  all  this.  The  old  woman  went 
before,  and  he  followed  after.  They 
came  to  the  gate  of  a  great  palace, 
where  there  was  abundance  of  offi- 
cers and  domefticks.  Some  of  theju 
would  have  (topped  my  brother,  but 
no  (boner  did  the  old  woman  (peak: 
to  them,  but  they  let  him  pais. 
Then  turning  to  my  brother,  (he 
faid  to  him — "  You  muft  remember 
that  the  young  lady  I  bring  you  to 
loves  good- nature  and  modefty,  and 
cannot  endure  to  be  contradicted;  if 
you  pleafe  her  in  that,  you  may  be 
fure  to  obtain  of  her  what  yo't 
pleafe."  Backbarah  thanked  her 
for  this  advice,  and  promifedto  fel- 
low it. 

"  She  brought  him  into  a  fine  apart- 
ment, which  was  a  great  (quare 
building,  anfwerable  to  the  magni- 
ficence of  the  palace.  There  was  a 
gallery  round  it,  and  a  very  "fine  gar- 
den in  the  middle.  The  old  woman 
made  him  fit  down  upon  a  (of a  very 
well  trimmed,  and  bid  him  ftay  a 
moment,  till  (he  went  to  tell  the 
young  lady  of  his  being  come. 
".  My  brother,  who  had  never  been 
in  fuch  a  ftately  palace  before, 
gazed  upon  the  fine  things  that  he 
(aw;  and,  judging  of  his  good  for- 
tune by  the  magnificence  of  the  pa- 
lace, he  was  fcarcely  able  to  contain 
h'imfelf  for  joy.  By  and  by  he  heard 
a  great  noiie,  occasioned  by  a  troop 
of  merry  flaves,  who  came  toward* 
him  with  loud  fits  of  laughter,  and 
in  the  middle  of  them  he  perceived  a 
young  lady  of  extraordinary  beauty, 
who  was  eafily  known  to  be  their 
miftrefs  by  the  refpecl  they  paid  her. 
Backbarah,  who  expected  private 
converfation  with  the  lady,  was  exy- 
tremely  furprized  when  he  law  fo 
much  company  with  her.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  (laves  put  on  a  grave 
countenance  when  they  drew  near; 
"  and  when  the  young  lady  came  up 
to  the  fofa,  my  brother  rofe  up  and 
made  her  a  low  bow.  She  took  the 
upper-hand,  prayed  him  to  fit  down, 
and  faid  to  him,  with  a  Ani'inf 
countenance — "  I  am  mighty  glad 
to  fee  you,  and  wifh  you  all  thehap- 
pinefs  you  can  defire."  —  "  Ma- 
dam," replied  Backbarah,  "  lean- 
not  defire  a  greater  happinefs  than  to 
be  in  your  company/'-— u  You  Item 


your  company, 


You  Item 
to 
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to  be  of  a  good-humour,"  faid  (he, 
and  to  have  a  mind  that  we  fhould 
pafs  the  time  pleafantly  together." 
"  She  forthwith  commanded  a  col- 
lation to  be  brought;  and  immedi- 
ately a  table  was  cohered  with  feve- 
ral  bafkets  of  fruit  and  confeclions. 
The  lady  fat  down  at  the  table  with 
the  (laves  and  my  brother;  and  he 
being  placed  juft  over-againft  her, 
when  he  opened  his  mouth  to  cat, 
(he  perceived  he  had  no  teeth;  and 
taking  notice  of  it  to  her  (laves,  (he 
and  they  laughed  at  him  heartily. 
Backbarah,  from  time  to  time,  lift- 
ed up  his  head  to  look  at  her,  and 
perceiving  her  laugh,  thought  it  was 
for  joy  of  his  company,  and  flatter- 
ed himfelf  that  (he  would  fpeedily 
fend  away  her  flaves,  and  be  with 
him  alone.  She  judged  what  was 
his  mind;  and,  pleafing  herfelf  to 
flatter  him  in  his  miftake,  (he  gave 
him  abundance  of  fweet  words,  and 
prefented  him  the  bed  of  every  thing 
with  her  own  hand..  The  treat  be- 
ing done,  they  rcfe  from  the  table, 
when  ten  flaves  took  mufical  inftru- 
ments,  and  began  to  play  and  fing, 
and  others  went  to  dance.  My  bro- 
ther, to  n>ake  them  fport,  did  like- 
wife  dance,  and  the  lady  danced  with 
them.  After  they  had  danced  (omc 
time,  they  fat  down  to  take  breath; 
andtheyounglady,callingfor  a  glafs 
cf  wine,  looked  upon  my  brother 
with  a  fmiling  countenance,  to  hg- 
nify  that  (he  was  going  to  drink  his 
health.  He  rofeup,  and  ftood  while 
(he  drank.  When  (he  had  done,  in- 
ftead  of  giving  back  the  glafs,  (he 
ordered  it  to  be  filled,  and  prefented 
it  to  my  brother,  that  he  might  pledge 
her." 


Scheherazade  perceiving  day,  broke 
off*  her  ttory;  and  continued  it  next 
night  in  the  following  manner. 


NIGHT     CLXXI, 

SIR, 

THE  barber  went  on  thus  :  «  My 
"  brother  took  the  glafs  from  the 
*<  young  lady's  hand,  which  he  kified 
*'  at  the  fame  time,  and  ftood  and 
"  drank  to  her,  in  acknowledgment  of 
*'  the  favour  (he  had  done  him.  Then 
"  the  youn^g  la.dy  made  him  fit  dewn 


by  her,  and  began  to  carefs  him. 
She  put  her  hand  behind  his  head, 
and  gave  him  fome  tips  from  time. 
to  time  with  her  fingers:  ravifhed 
with  thofe  favours,  bethought  him- 
felf the  happieft  man  in  the  world, 
and  had  a  great  mind  to  toy  alfo 
with  the  charming  lady,  but  durft 
not  take  that  liberty  before  Co  many 
flaves,  who  had  their  eyes  upon 
him,  and  laughed  at  their  lady's 
wanton  tricks.  The  young  iady 
continued  to  tip  him  with  her  fin- 
gers, but  at  1-fift  gave  him  fuch  a 
found  box  on  the  ear,  that  he  grew 
angry  at  it;  the  colour  came  in  his 
face,  and  he  rofe  up  to  fit  at  a  greater 
diftance  from  fuch  a  rude  play- fel- 
low. Then  the  old  woman  who 
brought  him  thither,  gave  him  a 
look,  to  let  him  know  he  was  in  the. 
wrong,  and  that  he  had  forgot  the 
advice  me  gave  him  to  be  very  com- 
plaifant.  He  owned  his  fault;  and, 
in  order  to  make  amends,  he  went 
near  the  young  lady  again,  pretend- 
ing that  he  did  not  go  away  out  of 
any  bad  humour.  She  drew  him  by 
the  arm,  made  him  fit  down  by  her 
again,  and  gave  him  a  thoufand  ma- 
licious hugs.  Her  flaves  came  in 
for  a  part  of  the  diverfion :  one  gave 
poor  Backbarah  a  fiilip  on  the  nofe 
with  all  her  ftrength;  another  pulled 
him  by  the  ears,  as  if  (he  would 
have  plucked  them  off;  and  others 
boxed  him  fo,  as  might  (hew  they 
were  not  in  jell.  My  brother  fuffer- 
ed  all  this  with  admirable  patience, 
affe&ed  a  gay  air,  and,  looking  to 
the  old  woman,  faid  to  her,  with  a 
forced  fmile — "  You  told  me,  in- 
deed, that  I  (hould  find  the  lady  very 
good,  very  pleafant,  and  very  charm- 
ing; I  muft  own  I  am  mightily 
obliged  to  vou  !'' — "  All  this  is  no- 
thing," replied  the  old  woman:  "  let 
her  goon;  you  will  fee  another  thing 
by  and  by."  Then  the  young  lady 
faid  to  him — "  Brother,  you  are 
a  brave  man;  I  am  glad  to  find  you 
are  of  fo  good  an  humour,  and  fo 
complaifant,  to  bear  with  my  little 
caprices ;  your  humour  is  exactly 
like  mine.'' — "  Madam/'  replied 
Backbarah,  who  was  charmed  with 
this  difcourfe,  "  I  am  no  more  my 
own  man,  I  am  wholly  yours;  you 
may  difpofe  of  me  as  you  pleafe."— - 
Oh,  how  yeu  oblige  me!"  faid  the 
"  lady, 
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lady,  "  by  fo  much  fubmifllon  !  I 
am  very  well  fatisfied  with  you,  and 
will  have  you  to  be  fo  with  me. 
Bringhim  perfume,"  faid  flie,  "  and 
rofe-water."  Upon  this,  two  flaves 
went  out,  and  returned  fpcedily;  >ne 
with  a  filver  perfume-box,  with  the 
be(t  wood- aloes,  with  which  flie  per- 
fumed him  ;  and  the  other  with  role- 
water,  which  (he  threw  on  his  hands 
and  face,  My  brother  was  quite 
befide  himfelf  at  this  honourable 
treatment.  After  this  ceiemonv,  the 
young  lady  commanded  the  flaves, 
who  had  already  played  on  their  in- 
ftruments  and  lung,  to  renew  their 
concerts.  They  obeyed;  dnd,  in 
the  mean  time,  the  lady  called  ano- 
ther flave,  and  ordered  her  to  carry 
my  brother  with  her,  and  do  what 
(lie  knew,  and  bring  him  back  to 
her  again.  Backbarah,  who  heard 
this  order,  got  up  quickly,  and  go- 
ing to  the  old  woman,  who  alfo  rofe 
up  to  go  along  with  him  and  the 
flave,  prayed  her  to  tell  him  what 
they  were  to  do  with  him.  "  My 
rnirtrefs  is  only  curious,"  replied  the 
old  woman  foftly;  "  (he  has  a  mind 
to  fee  how  you  look  in  a  woman's 
diefs;  and  this  flave,  who  has  orders 
to  carry  you  with  her,  is  inftrucled  to 
paint  youreye-brows,  to  cut  off  your 
whifkers,  and  to  drefs  you  like  a 
woman."—"  You  may  paint  my 
brows  as  much  as  you  pleafe,"  faid 
my  brother;  "  I  agree  to  that,  be- 
caufe  I  can  wafh  it  off  again:  but 
to  (have  me,  you  know  I  muft  not 
allow  that.  Howcan  I  appear  abroad 
again  without  muftachos  ?" — "  Be- 
ware of  refilling  what  is  aflced  of 
you,"  faid  the  old  woman:  "  you 
will  fpoil  your  affairs,  which  go  on 
now  as  well  as  heart  canwifti.  The 
lady  loves  you,  and  has  a  mind  to 
make  you  happy :  and  will  you,  for 
a  nafty  whifker,  renounce  the  mo(i 
delicious  favour  that  man  can  ob- 
tain?" Backbarah  liftened  to  the 
old  woman,  and  without  faying  one 
word,  went  to  a  chamber  with  the 
flave,  where  they  painted  his  eye- 
brows with  red,  cut  off  his  whif- 
kers, and  went  to  do  the  like  with 
his  beard.  My  brother's  patience 
then  began  to  wear  put — "  O  !'' 
faid  he,  te  I  will  never  part  with  my 
beard."  The  flave  told  him,  that 
it  was  to  no  pwrpofe  to  have  patted 


with  his  whifkers,  if  he  would  not' 
alfo  partwith  his  beard,  which  could 
never  agree  with  a  woman's  diefs; 
and  (he  wondered  that  a  man,  who 
was  on  the  point  of  enjoying  the  fineit 
lady  in  Bagdad,  fhould  have  any 
regard  to  his  beard.  The  old  wo- 
man threatened  him  with  the  lofs  of* 
the  young  lady's  favour,  fo  that  at 
la(t  he  let  them  do  what  they  would* 
When  he  was  drefTed  like  a  woman, 
they  brought  him  before  the  young 
lady,  who  laughed  fo  heartily  when 
(he  faw  him,  that  (he  fell  backward 
on  the  fofa  where  (he  fat.  The  flaves 
laughed  and  clapped  their  hands,  fo 
that  my  brother  was  quite  out  of 
countenance.  The  young  lady  got 
up,  and  ftill  laughing,  (aid  to  him 
•"  After  fo  much  complaifance  for 
me,  I  fliould  be  very  much  in  the 
wrong  not  to  love  you  with  all  my 
heart:  but  there  is  one  thing  more 
you  muftdo  for  me;  and  that  is,  to 
dance  as  we  do."  He  obeyed;  and 
the  young  lady  and  her  flaves  dan- 
ced with  him,  laughing  as  if  they 
had  been  mad.  After  they  had 
danced  feme  time  with  him,  they  all 
fell  upon  the  poor  wretch,  and  did 
fo  box  and  kick  him,  that  he  fell 
down  like  one  out  of  his  fenfes. 
Theold  woman  helped  him  up  a^ain- 
and  that  he  might  not  have  time  to 
think  of  his  ill  treatment,  fne  bid 
him  take  courage,  and  whifpered  in 
his  ear,  that  all  his  fnfterings  were 
at  an  end,  and  that  he  was  jult  about 
"  to  receive  his  reward." 

Bay-light  beginning  to  appear,  Sche- 
herazade broke  oft  her  ftory;  and  con- 
tinued it  next  night  as  follows. 


NIGHT     CLXXII. 

"  * T^HE  old  woman'  continued  her 
J.     "  difcoUrfe  to  Backbarah  thus: 
— "  You  haveonlyone  thing  more  to 
"  do,   and    that   is   but   a   Ima'I  one-. 
You  mull  know    that   my    rriiftrefs 
has  a  curtoin,  when  flie  has  drank  a 
little,  as   you  fee   (he   has  clone  to- 
day,   to  let   nobody  that  (he    loves 
come  near  her,  except  tliev  are  drip- 
ped to   their   (hirt$  and   when1  they 
have  done  fo,   (he  takes  a  little  ad- 
vantage of  them,  and  fets  a  funninsr 
Sjtfoic  them  through  the  gallery,  and 
F  i  '«  from 
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'<  from  chamber  to  chamber,  till  they 
*'  catch  her.  This  is  one  more  of  her 
'*  humours:  what  advantage foever  (he 
'*  takes  of  you,  confidei  ing  your  nim- 

'  hlenefs,  and  inclination  to  the  work, 
f<  you  will  foon  overtake  her;  ftrip 
11  yourfelf,  then,  to  the  fhirt,  and  un-. 
«(  drefs  yourfelf  without  delay." 

"  My  filly  brother,"  faid  the  barber, 
"  had  done  too  much  to  (tick  at  any 
"  thing  now.  He  undreffed  himfelfj 
"  and,  in  the  mean  time,  the  young 
"  lady  was  dripped  to  her  ftiift  and 
"  under-petticoaf,  that  ftie  might  run 
"  the  more  nimbly.  When  they  were 
"  ready  to  run,  the  young  lady  took 
"  the  advantage  of  twenty  paces,  and 
'*  then  fell  a  running  with  furprizing 
"  fwiftnefs:  my  brother  followed  her 
"  as  faft  as  he  could,  the  flaves  in  the 
"  mean  time  laughing  aloud  and  clap- 
"  ping  their  hands.  The  young  lady, 
"  inftead  of  lofing  ground,  gained 
"  upon  my  brother:  (he  made  him  run 
"  three  or  four  times  round  the  gallery, 
"  and  then  running  into  a  long  dark 
"  entry,  got  away  by  a  paffage  which 
"  (lie  knew.  Backbarah,  who  (till 
tl  followed  her,  having  loft  fight  of 
tl  her  in  the  entry,  was  obliged  to 
"  flacken  his  pace,  becaufe  of  the 
"  darknefs  of  the  place:  at  laft  per- 
"  ceiving  a  light,  he  ran  towards  it, 
"  and  went  out  at  a  door,  which  was 
"  immediately  (hut  upon  him.  You 
*'  may  imagine  he  was  mightily  fur- 
*•'  pi i zed  to  find  himfelf  in  a  ftreet  in- 
:hited  by  curriers,  and  they  were 
"  no  lefs  furprized  to  fee  him  in  his 
**  (hirt,  his  eye-brows  painted  red,  and 
'*"  without  beard  or  muftachos  :  they 
"  began  tc  clap  their  hands  and  (hout 
"  st  him,  and  forne  of  them  ran  after 
*c  him,  ;and  iaftied  his  buttocks  with 
*•'  pieces  of  leather.  Then  they  (top- 
'  pfd,  and  fet  him  upon  an  afs,  which 
'•'  they  met  by  chance,  and  carried  him 
"  through  the  lown  expofed  to  the 
"  laughter  of  the  people. 

'•'  To  compleat  his  misfortune,  as  he 
t:  went  by  the  houfe  of  a  juftice  of 
4i  peace,  he  would  needs  know  the 
44  caufe  of  the  fumult.  The  curriers 
"  toid  him,  that  they  faw  him  come 
"  out  in  that  condition  at  the  gate  of 
"  the  apartment  of  the  grand  vizier's 
"  lady,  which 'Opened  into  their  ftreet  j 
"  upon 'which  the  juitics  ordered  un- 
"  fortunate  Backbarah  to  have  an  hun- 
"  d'rcii  blows  with  a  cane  on  the  foles 


"  of  his  feet,  and  fent  him  out  of  the 

"  town,  with  orders  never  to  return 

"  again. 
"  Thus,  commander  of  the  Faith- 

"  ful,"  faid  I  to  the  Caliph  Monftan- 
<  cer  Billah,  ««  I  have  given  an  ac- 
'  count  of  the  adventure  of  my  fecond 
'  brother,  who  did  not  know  that  our 
'  greateft  ladies  divert  themfelvesfome- 
c  times  by  putting  fuch  tricks  upon 
'  young  people,  that  are  fo  foolifti  to 
'  be  catched  in  their  fnares." 

Scheherazade  was  obliged  to  (top 
here,  becaufe  day  appeared.  When  the 
next  night  arrived,  (he  diverted  the  ful- 
tan  with  the  following  (lory. 


NIGHT    CLXXIII. 

SIR, 

THE  barber,  without  breaking  off, 
told  the  ftory  of  his  third  brother 
in  the  following  manner. 


THE  STORY  OF  THE  BARBER'S 
THIRD  BROTHER. 

«.  /COMMANDER  of  the  Faith. 
^  '«  ful,"  faid  he  to  the  caliph; 
'  my  third  brother,  whofe  name  was 
'  Backback,  was  blind,  and  his  ill 
'  deftiny  reduced  him  to  beg  from 
'  door  to  door.  He  had  been  fo  long 
'  accuftomed  to  walk  through  the 
'  ftreets  alone,  that  he  had  no  need  of 
'  one  to  lead  him:  he  had  a  cuftom  to 

<  knock  at  people's  doors,  and  not  to 
'  anfwer  till  they  opened  to  him.  One 
'  day  he  knocked  thus  at  a  door,  and 

<  the  matter  of   the  houfe,  who  was 
f  alone,    cried  — "  Who   is   there?" 
'  My  brother  gave   no  anfwer,    and 
'  knocked  a  fecond  time:  the  matter 
(  of  the  houfe  a(ked  again — '«  Who  is 
[  there  ?"    but  to    no    purpofe ;    my 

1   brother  did  not  anfwer  :   upon  which 
!   the  man  of  the   houfe  came  down, 
;  opened  the  door,  and  afked  my  bro- 
;  ther  what  he  wanted.     "  That  you 
would  give  me  fomething,  for  Hea- 
ven's lake!"  faid  Backback.  *«  You 
feem  to  be  blind,"  replied   the  rna- 
fter  of  the  houfe.     44   Yes,   to  my 
forrow,"  faid  my  brother.      4'  Give 
me  your  hand,"  faid  the  matter  of 
the   houfe.      My    brother   did    fo, 
thinking  he  was  going  to  give  him 
<'  alms; 
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alms;  but  he  only  took  him  by  the 
hand,  to  lead  him  up  to  his  cham- 
ber: Backback  thought  he  had  been 
carrying  him  to  dinner  with  him, 
as  feveral  other  people  had  done. 
When  they  came  up  to  the  chamber, 
the  man  loofed  his  hand  out  of  my 
brother's,  and  fitting  down,  afkcd 
again  what  he  wanted.  "  I  have 
already  told  yon,"  faid  Backback, 
that  I  want  fomething  for  God's 
fake." — "  Good  blind  man,"  re- 
plied the  mafter  of  the  houfe,  "  all 
that  I  can  do  for  you  is  to  wifh  that 
God  may  reftore  you  your  fight.!' 

-"  You  might  have  told  me  that  at 
the  door,"  faid  my  brother,  "  and 
not  have  given  me  the  trouble  to  come 
up.''—"  And  why,  fool,"  faid  the 
man  of  the  houfe,  "  do  you  not  an- 
fwer  at  firft,  when  people  afk  you 
who  is  there  ?  Why  do  you  give  any 
body  the  trouble  to  come  and  open 
the  door  when  they  fpeak  to  you  ?" 

-"  What  will  you  do  with  me,  then?" 
faid  my  brother.  "  I  tell  you  again," 
faid  the  man  of  the  houfe,  ««  I  have 
nothing  to  give  you.''—"  Help  me 
down  ftairs,  then,"  replied  Back- 
back,  "  as  you  helped  me  up." — 
The  ftairs  are  before  you,"  faid  the 
man  of  the  houfe,  "  and  you  may 
go  down  alone  if  you  will."  My 
brother  went  to  go  down,  but  miffing 
a  ftep  about  the  middle  of  the  ftairs, 
he  fell  down  and  hurt  his  head  and 
his  back:  he  got  up  again,  with  a 
great  deal  of  difficulty,  and  com- 
plained heavily  of  the  mafter  of  the 
houfe,  who  laughed  at  his  fall. 
"  As  my  brother  went  out  of  the 
houfe,  two  blind  men,  his  com- 
panions, going  by,  knew  him  by 
his  voice,  and  afked  him  what  was 
the  matter.  He  told  them  what  had 
happened  to  him,  and  afterwards 
(aid— "  I  have  eat  nothing  to-day; 
I  conjure  you  to  go  along  with  me 
to  my  houfe,  that  I  may  take  fome  of 
the  money  that  we  three  have  in  com- 
mon, to  buy  me  fometHing  for  fup- 
per."  The  two  blind  men  agreed 
to  it,  and  they  went  home  with 
him. 

"  You  muft  know  that  the  mafter 
of  the  houfe  where  my  brother  was 
fo  ill  ufed,  was  a  highwayman,  and 
naturally  cunning  and  malicious. 
He  heard  at  his  window  what  Back- 
back  had  faid  to  his  companions;  and 


therefore  came  down  and  followed 
them  to  my  brother's  houfe.  The 
blind  men  being  feated,  Backback 
faid  to  them — ««  Brethren,  we  muft 
(hut  the  door,  and  take  care  there  be 
no  ftrangers  with  us."  At  this  the 
highwayman  was  much  perplexed; 
but  perceiving  by  chance  a  rope 
hanging  down  from  a  beam,  he 
catched  hold  of  it,  and  hung  fy  it, 
while  the  blind  men  fiiut  the  door, 
and  felt  about  the  room  with  their 
fticks.  When  they  had  done  this, 
and  had  fat  down  again  in  their 
places,  thehighwayman  left  his  rope, 
and  fat  down  foftly  by  my  brother, 
who  thinking  himfelf  alone  with  his 
blind  comrades,  faid  to  them — 
Brothers,  lince  you  have  trufted  me 
with  the  money,  which  we  all  three 
have  gathered  a  long  time,  I  will 
(hew  you  that  I  am  not  unworthy  of 
the  truft  that  you  repofein  me.  The 
laft  time  we  reckoned,  you  know  \ve 
had  ten  thoufand  drachms,  and  that 
we  put  them  into  ten  bogs;  I  will 
(hew  you  that  I  have  not  touched 
one  of  them."  And  having  faid  fo, 
he  put  his  hand  among  fomeold  lum- 
ber, and  taking  out  the  bags,  one  af- 
ter another,  gave  them  to  his  com- 
rades, faying — «'  There  they  are; 
you  may  judge  by  their  weight  that 
they  are  whole,  or  you  may  tell  them 
if  you  pleafe."  His  comrades  an- 
fwered,  there  was  no  occafion,  they 
did  not  miftruft  him;  fo  he  opened 
one  of  the  bags,  and  took  out  ten 
drachms,  and  each  of  the  other  blind 
men  did  the  like. 

"  My  brother  put  the  bags  into  their 
placeagain:  after  which  one  of  them 
laid  to  him — "  There  is  no  need  to 
lay  out  any  thing  for  fupper,  for  I 
have  got  as  much  victuals  from  good 
people,  as  will  ferve  us  all  three." 
At  the  fame  time  he  took  out  of  his 
bag  bread  and  cheefe,  and  fome  fruit; 
and,  putting  them  all  upon  the  table, 
they  began  to  eat.  The  highwny- 
man,  who  fat  at  my  brother's  right- 
hand,  picked  out  the  belt,  and  eat 
with  them  ;  but,  whatever  care  he 
took  to  make  no  noife,  Backback 
heard  his  chaps  going,  and  cried  out 
immediately-—'1  We  are  nndone! 
there  is  a  ftranger  among  us!"  and 
having  faid  fo,  he  ftretched  out  his 
hand,  and  catching  hold  of  the  high'- 
wayman  by  the  arm,  cried  out — 
F  fz  ««  Thieves!" 
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*'  Thieves!"  fell  upon  him,  and  box- 
"  ed  him.  The  other  blind  men  fell 
*'  upon  him  in  like  manner,  and  the 
"  highwayman  defended  himfelf  as 
"  well  as  he  could;  and  being  young 
*'  and  vigorous,  and  having  the  advan- 
"  tage  of  his  eyes,  he  gave  furious 
"  blows,  fometimes  to  one,  fometimes 
"  to  another,  as  he  could  come  at  them, 
"  and  cried  out — '«  Thieves!"  louder 
"  than  they  did.  The  neighbours  came 
"  running  at  the  noife,  broke  open  the 
"  door,  and  had  much  ado  to  feparale 
"  the  combatants;  but  having  at  laft 
"  done  it,  they  afked  the  caufe  of  their 
"  quarrel.  My  brother,  who  ftill  had 
"  hold  of  the  highwayman,  cried  out 
— •"  Gentlemen,  this  man  I  have  hold 
*'  on  is  a  thief,  and  ftole  in  with  us  on 
"  purpofe  to  rob  us  of  the  little  money 
"  we  have."  The  thief,  who  (hut  his 
"  eyes  as  foon  as  the  neighbours  came, 
"  feigned  himfelf  alfo  to  be  blind,  and 
"  cried  out — "  Gentlemen,  he  is  a 
*'  lyar.  I  fwearto  you,  by  Heaven,  and 
"  by  the  life  of  the  caliph,  that  I  am 
"  their  companion,  and  they  refufe  to 
*'  give  me  my  juft  (bare!  They  have 
*'  all  three  fallen  upon  me;  and  I  de- 
"  mandjuftice.  The  neighbours  would 
"  not  meddle  with  their  quarrel,  but 
"  carried  them  all  before  a  judge. 

"  When  they  came  before  the  ma- 
"  giftrate,  the  highwayman,  without 
"  itayins;  to  be  examined,  cried  out, 
"  fti!l  feigning  himfelf  to  be  blind— 
"  Sir,  fmce  you  are  deputed  to  admi- 
"  nifter  juftice  by  the  caliph,  whom 
*'  God  profper,  I  declare  to  you  that 
"  we  are  equally  criminal,  my  three 
"  comrades  and  I;  but  we  have  all  en- 
"  t?agedj  upon  oath,  to  confets  nothing 
"  except  we  be  baftinadoed;  fo  that  if 
"  you  would  know  our  crime,  you 
*'  need  only  order  us  to  be  baftinadoed, 
"  and  begin  with  me."  My  brother 
"  would  have  fpoke,  but  was  not  al- 
"  lowed  to  do  fo:  and  the  highwayman 
"  was  put  under  the  baftinado." 

Here  Scheherazade  flopped,  becaufe 
it  was  day;  and  the  next  night  (he  re- 
fumed  her  ilory  thus. 
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[  E  robber  being  under  the  ba- 

i     '•'  ftinado,  had  the  courage  to 

bear  twenty  or  thirty  blowsj  when, 


feeming  to  be  overcome  with  pain, 
he  firft  opened  one  eye,  and  then  the 
other;    and,  crying  out   for  mercy, 
begged  the   judge  would  put  a  ftop 
to  the  blows.     The  judge  perceiv- 
ing that  he  looked  upon  .him   with 
his  eyes  open,  was  much  furprized 
at  it,  and  faid    to  him — "  Rogue! 
what  i*  the  meaning  of  this,  miracle?" 
•*— •'*  Sir,''  replied  the  highwayman,  "  I 
will  diicover  to  you   an   important 
fecret,  if  you  pardon  me,  and  give 
me,   as  a  pledge  that  you  will  keep 
your  word,  the  feal-ring  which  you 
have  on  your  finger."     The  judge 
agreed  to  it,  gave  him  his  ring,  and 
promifed  him  pardon.  "  Upon  this," 
faid  the  highwayman,  "  I  muft  con- 
fefs  to  you,  Sir,  that  I  and  my  three 
comrades  do  all  of  us  fee  very  well; 
we   feigned  ourfelves   to   be  blind,, 
that  we  might  freely  enter  people's 
houfes,  andintowomens  apartments., 
where  we  abu,fe  their  frailty.   I  muft 
farther  con  fefs  to  you,  that  by-this 
trick  we  have  gai-ned   together   ten 
thoufand  drachms.     This  day  I  de- 
manded  of  my  partners  two  thou- 
fand five  hundred  that  belong  to  me 
as  my  fliare,  but  they  refuted,  be- 
caufe   I    told  them   I   would    leave 
them;  and  they  were  afraid  I  fhould 
accufe  them.  Upon  my  prefiing  ft  ill 
to  have  my  (bare,  they  all  three  fell 
upon  me ;  for  which  I  appeal  to  thofe 
people  who  brought  us  before  you.. 
I  expect  from  your  juftice,  that  you 
will  make  them  deliver  me  the  two 
thoufand     five     hundred     drachms 
which  are  my  due;  and  if  you  have  a 
mind  to  make  my  comrades  confefs 
the  truth,  you  muft  order  them  three 
times  as  many  blows  as  I  have  had, 
and  you  will  find  they  will  open  their 
eyes  as  well  as  I  did." 
"  My  brother   and   the  other  two 
blind  men  would  have  cleared  them- 
felves  of  this  horrid  cheat,  but  the 
judge  would  not  hear  them:  "  Vil- 
lains!"   faid  he,    '*   do    you    feign, 
yourfelves  blind  then,  and  under  that 
pretext   cheat    people,   by   begging 
their  charity,  and  abufing  poor  wo- 
men?"— "  He  is  a  cheat,"  cried  my 
brother;  "  we  take  God  to  witnefs 
that  none  of  us  can  fee!" 
"  AH  that  my  brother  could  fay  was 
in  vain;  his  comrades  and  he  receiv- 
ed each  of  them  two  hundred  blows. 
The  judge  looked  always  when  they 
"  fhould 
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fliould  have  opened  theii  eyes,  and 
afci  ibed  to  their  obftinacy  what  real- 
ly they  cculd  not  do.  All  the  while 
the  highwayman  faid  to  the  blind 
men — "  Poor  fools  that  you  are, 
open  your  eyes,  and  do  not  fuffcr 
yourfelves  to'be  killed  with  blows." 
Then  addreffinghimfelfto  the  judge, 
(aid — "  I  perceive,  Sir,  that  they 
will  be  malicioufly  obftinate  to  the 
laft,  and  will  never  open  their  eyes: 
they  have  a  mind  certainly  to  avoid 
the  fhame  of  reading  their  own  con- 
demnation in  the  face  of  every  one 
who  looks  upon  them;  it  were  better, 
if  you  think  fit,  to  pardon  them,  and 
to  fend  fome  perfon  along  with  me 
for  the  ten  thoufand  drachms  they 
have  hid." 

"  The  judge  did  fo,  gave  the  high- 
wayman two  thoufand  five  hundred 
drachms,  and  kept  the  reft  to  him- 
felf;  and  as  for  my  brother  and  his 
two  companions,  he  thought  he 
{hewed  them  a  great  deal  of  pity  by 
fentencing  them  only  to  be  bammed. 
As  foon  as  I  heard  what  befel  my 
brother,  I  ran  after  him;  he  told  me 
his  misfortune,  and  I  brought  him 
back  fecretly  to  the  town.  I  could 
eafily  have  juftified  him  to  the  judge, 
and  have  got  the  highwayman  pu- 
nifhed  as  he  deferved,  but  durft  not 
attempt  it,  for  fear  of  bringing  my- 
felf  into  trouble.  Thus  I  finifhed 
the  fad  adventure  of  my  honelt  blind 
brother.  The  caliph  laughed  at  it, 
as  much  as  at  thofe  he  had  heard  be- 

:  fore,  and  ordered  again  that  fome- 
thing  fliould  be  given  me;  but,  with- 

:  out  (laying  for  it,  I  began  the  ftory 

;  of  my  fourth  brother." 


THE 


STORY  OF   THE   BARBER'S 
FOURTH  BROTHER. 


«    A  L  C  O  U  Z  was  the  name  of  my 
/*•  "  fourth  brother,  who  came  to 
."  lofe  one  of  his  eyes  upon  an  occafion 
"  that  I  (hall  acquaint  your  maiefty 
"  with  by  and  by.     He  was  a  butcher 
by  profeffion,  and  had  a  particular 
way  of  teaching  rams  to  fight,  by 
which  he  procured  the  acquaintance 
and  friendfhip  of  the  chief  lords  of 
the  country,  who  loved  that  fport, 
and  for  that  end  kept  rams  about 
their  houfes:  he  had,  befides,  a  very 
good  trade,  and  had  his  fhop  always 


full  of  the  beft  meat,  becaufe  he  was 
very  rich,  and  fpared  no  coft  for  the 
beft  of  every  fort.  One  day,  when 
he  was  in  his  fhop,  an  old  man  with 
a  long  white  beard  cameand  bought 
fix  pounds  of  meat  of  him,  gave  him 
money  for  it, and  went  his  way.  My 
brother  thought  the  money  fo  fine,  fo 
white,  and  fo  well  coined,  that  he 
put  it  apart  by  itlelf:  the  fame  old 
man  came  every  day  for  five  months 
together,  bought  a  like  quantity  of" 
meat,  and  paid  for  it  in  the  fame  fort 
"  of  money,  which  my  brother  conti- 
"  nued  to  lay  apart  by  itfelf. 

"  At  the  end  of  five  months,  Al- 
*'  couz  having  a  mind  to  buy  a  parcel 
"  of  (heep,  and  to  pay  for  them  in  this 
"  fine  money,  opened  his  trunk;  but, 
inftead  ot  finding  his  money,  was 
extremely  furprized  to  fee  nothing 
but  a  parcel  of  leaves  clipped  round, 
in  the  place  where  he  had  laid  it:  he 
beat  his  head,  and  cried  out  aloud, 
which  prefently  brought  the  neigh. 
"  bours  about  him,  who  were  as  much. 
"  furprized  as  he,  when  he  told  them 
"  the  ftory.  "  O!"  cried  my  brother, 
"  weeping,  "  that  this  treacherous  old 
"  fellow  would  come  now  with  his  hy- 
"  pocritical  looks!"  He  had  fcarce 
"  done  fpeaking,when  feeing  him  com- 
"  ing  at  a  diftance,  he  ran  to  him,  and 
"  laid  hands  on  him — "Muffulmen," 
"  cried  he  as  loud  as  he  could,  "help! 
"  hear  what  a  cheat  this  wicked  fellow 
«*  has  put  upon  me;"  and  at  the  fame 
"  time  told  a  great  crowd  of  people, 
"  who  came  about  him,  what  he  had 
"  formerly  told  his  neighbours.  When 
"  he  had  done,  the  old  man,  without 
"  any  paffion,  faid  to  him  very  gravely 
— "  You  would  do  well  to  let  me  go, 
"  and  by  that  means  make  amends  for 
««  the  affront  you  have  put  upon  me 
"  before  fo  many  people,  for  fear  I 
"  fhould  put  a  greater  affront  upon 
"  you,  which  I  am  not  willing  to  do." 
-r- "  How!"  faid  my  brother;  "  what 
*•*  have  you  to  fay  againft  me?  I  am  an 
"  honeft  man  in  my  bufmefs,  and  fear 
"  not  you,  nor  any  body." — *'.  You 
'*  would  have  me  to  tell  it  then,1'  faid 
"  the  old  man;  and  turning  to  the  peo- 
<c  pie,  faid  to  them — <c  Know,  good 
"  people,  that  this  fellow,  inftead  of 
"  lelling  mutton  as  he  ought  to  do, 
"  fells  man's  fiefh." — r<  You  are  a 
"  cheat,"  faid  my  brother.1' — "  No! 
"  no!"  faid  iheold  man:  "  Good  peo- 
"  pie, 


228      ARABIAN   NIGHTS    ENTERTAINMENTS. 

*«  pie,  this  very  minute  that  lam  fpeak- 

"  ing  to  him,  there  is  a  man  with  his 

"  throat  cut  hung  up  in  his  (hop  like  a 

*'  (heep;  do  any  of  you  go  thither,  and 

"  fee  if  what  I  fay  he  not  true/' 
"  Before  my  brother  had  opened  his 

"  trunk,  he  had   juft  killed  a  fheep, 

cc  deeded  it,  and  expofed  it  in  the  ihop, 

"  according  to  cuftom  :  he   protefted 

"  that  what  the  old  man  faid  was  falfej 
but  notwithstanding  all  his  protefta- 
tions,  the  mob  being  prejudiced 
againft  a  man  accufed  of  fuch  a  hei- 
nous crime,  would  go  to  fee  whe- 
ther the  matter  was  true.  They 
obliged  my  brother  to  quit  the  old 
man,  laid  hold  of  him,  and  ran  like 
madmen  into  his  (hop,  where  they 
faw  a  man  murdered  and'  hung  up, 
as  the  old  man  had  told  them;  for 
he  was  a  magician,  and  deceived  the 
eyes  of  all  people,  as  he  did  my  bro- 
ther's, when  he  madehim  take  leaves 
inftead  of  money.  At  this  fp<?£rac!e, 
one  of  thofe  who  held  Alcouz  gave 
him  a  great  blow  with  his  fift,  and 
faid  to  him — "  Thou  wicked  vil- 
lain, doft  thou  make  us  eat  man's 
flefh  inftead  of  mutton?"  And  at  the 
fame  time  the  old  man  gave  him  an- 
other blow,  which  beat  out  one  of  his 
eyes,  and  every  body  that  could  get 
near  him  beat  him;  and,  not  content 
with  that,  they  carried  him  before  a 
judge,  with  the  pretended  carcafe  of 
the  man,  to  be  evidence  againft  him. 
Sir,"  faid  the  old  magician  to  the 
judge,  ''  we  have  brought  you  a 
man,  who  is  fo  barbarous  as  to  mur- 
der people,  and  to  fell  their  flefh  in- 
ftead of  mutton:  the  publick  expect 
that  you  mould  punifh  him  in  an  ex- 
emplary manner."  The  judge  heard 
my  brother  with  patience,  but  would 
believe  nothing  of  the  itory  of  the 
money  exchanged  into  leaves;  called 
my  brother  a  cheat,  told  him  he 
would  believe  his  own  eyes,  and  or- 
dered him  to  have  five  hundred  blows. 
He  afterwards  made  him  tell  where 
his  money  was,  took  it  all  from  him, 
and  banifhed  him  forever,  after  hav- 
ing made  him  ride  three  days  through 
the  town  upon  a  camel,  expofed  to 
the  infults  of  the  people." 


Scheherazade  perceiving  day-light, 
broke  off;  and  next  night  continued 
her  ftory  as  follows. 


NIGHT    CLXXV. 

THE  barber  went  on  as  follows  : 
*'  I  was  not  at  Bagdad  when  this 
"  tragical  adventure  befel  my  fourth 
"  brother.     He  retired  into  a  remote 
"  place,  where  he  lay  concealed  till  he 
**  was  cured  of  the  blows  with  which 
"   his  back  was  terribly  gored.    When 
"  he  was  able  to  walk,  he  went  by  night 
"  to  a  certain  town  where  nobody  knew 
"  him;  and  there  he  took  a  lodging, 
"  from  whence  he  feldom  went  out : 
"  but  being  at  laft  weary  of  his  life, 
"  he  took  a  walk  into  one  of  the  fub- 
"  urbs,  where  he  was  fuddenly  alarm- 
"  ed  with  the  noiie  of  horfemen  com- 
"  ing  behind  him.     He  was  then  by 
"  chance  near  the  gate  of  a  great  houfe; 
"  and  fearing,  after  what  had  befallen 
"  him,  that  thefe  horfemen  were  pur- 
"  fuing  him,  he  opened  the  gate  in  or- 
"  der  to  hide'himftlf;  and  after  he  had 
"  fhut  it  again,  he  came  into  a  wide 
"   court,  where  two  fervants  immtdi- 
"   ate-ly  came  and  took  him  by  the  neck, 
"  and  faid — "  Heaven  be  praifed  that 
"  you  are  come  voluntarily  to  furren- 
"   der  youi  felf  up  to  us  !     You  have 
"  frightened  us  fo  much  thefe  three  laft 
"   nights,  that  we  could  not  fleep;  nor 
"  would  you  have  fp^red  our  lives,   if 
*'  you  could  have  come  at  us!"     You 
may  very  well  imagine  that  my  bro- 
ther was  much  furprized  at  this  com- 
pliment.    "  Good  people,"  faid  he, 
I  know   rot  what  you  mean  ;   you 
certainly  take  me  for  another !"— 
No,  no!"  replied  they;    '*  you  and 
your  comrades  are  great  robbers  : 
you  were  not  contented  with  robbing 
our  matter  of  all  that  he  had,  and 
thereby  reducing  him   to    beggary, 
"  but  you  were  alfo  going  to  take  his 
"  life  !    Let  us  examine  whether  you 
"  have  not  a  knife  about  you,  which 
you   had  in  your   hand  when  you 
purfued  us  laft  night."    Having  faid 
this,  they  fearched  him,  and  found 
that  he  had  a  knife.     "  Ho!  ho!" 
cried    they,    laying    hold    of    him  ; 
and  dare  you  fay  that  you  are  not  a 
robber?" — "  Why,"  faid  my  bro- 
ther, "  cannot  a  man  carry  a  knife 
about  him   without  being  a  high- 
wayman ?  If  you  will  be  attentive  to 
my  ftory,"  continued  he,  "  inftead 
"  of  having  fo  bad  an  opinion  of  me, 
«'  you 
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"  much :  and  fince  your  majefty  has 
"  been  pleafed  to  do  me  the  favour  to 
«c  liftento  me  fo  far,  I  beg  you  would 
"  likewife  hear  the  adventures  of  my 
"  two  other  brothers;  I  hope  they  will 
"  be  as  diverting  as  thofe  of  the  for- 
"  mer.  You  may  make  a  compleat 
«'  hiftory  of  them,  which  will  not  be 
"  unworthy  of  your  library.  Idomy- 
"  felf  the  honour,  then,  to  acquaint 
"  you,  that  my  fifth  brother  was  called 
"  Alnafchar." 

Here  Scheherazade  broke  off,  and  left 
the  reft  of  the  ftory  till  the  next  nightj 
when  (he  continued  it  thus. 


you  will  be  touched  with  companion 
at  my  misfortunes."   But,  far  from 
hearkening  to  him,  they  fell  upon 
him,  trod  him  underfoot,  took  away 
his  cloaths,  and  tore  his  (hirt.  Then 
obferving  the  fears  on  his  back — 
O  yon  dog  V  cried  they,  redoubling 
their  blows,  "  would  you  have  us 
to  believe  you  are  an  honeft  man, 
when  your  back  convinces  us  to  the 
contrary  ?" — "  Alas  !"  faid  my  bro- 
ker, "  my,  faults  muftbe  very  great, 
fince,  after  having  been  abufed  al- 
ready fo  unjuftly,  I  am  ill-treated 
again  a  fecond   time  without  being 
more  culpable!" 
*'  The  two  fervants,  no  way  moved 
with  his  complaint,' carried  him  be- 
fore the  judge,  who  afked  him  how- 
he  durft  be  Co  bold  as  to  go  into  their 
houfe,  and  purfue;hem  with  a  drawn 
knife.      "  Sir,"    replied  poor  Al- 
couz,  ' '  I  am  the  moil  inqocent  man 
in  the  world,  and  am  undone  if  you 
will  not  be  pleafed- to  hear  me  pa- 
:  tiently  :   nobody  deferves  more  com- 
:  paffion."  —  "  Sir,"  replied  one  of 
'  the  domefticks,  "  will  you  liften  to 
1  a  robber,  who  enters  peoples  houfes 
'•  to  plunder  and  murder  them  ?     If 
1  you  will  not  believe  us,  only  look 
'  upon  his  back."    Upon  which  they 
;    (hewed  it  to  the  judge  j  who,  with- 
1  out  any  other  information,  imme- 
1   diately    commanded    one    hundred 
'  lames  to  be  given  him  with  a  bulTs- 
1  pizzle  over  his  (boulders,  and  made 
'   him  afterwards  be  carried  through 

*  the  town  on  a  camel,  with  one  cry- 
4  ing  before  him—-"  Thus  are  fuch 

*  men  puniflied  as  enter  people's  houfes 
'  by   force!  '"      After   having  treated 
'  him  thus,  they  bani(hed  him  from 
'  the  town,  and  forbid  him  ever  to  re- 
'  turn  to  it  again.     Some  people,  who 

*  met  him  after  the  fecond  misfortune, 
1  bronght   me  word  where  he  was  ; 
«  and  I  went  and  fetched  him  to  Bag- 
'  dad  privately,  and  gave  him  all  the 
'  afliilance  I  could. 

**  The  caliph,"  continued  the  bar- 
'*  ber,  "  did  not  laugh  fo  much  at  this 
«•'  ftory  as  at  the  other:  he  was  pleafed 
*'  to  bewail  the  unfortunate  Alcouz, 
*'  and  ordered  fomething  to  be  given 
"  me.  But,  without  giving  his  fer- 
**  vants  time  to  obey  his  orders,  I 
*'  continued  rny  difcourfe,  and  faid  to 
*'  him—"  My  ibvereign  lord  and  ma- 
"  Her,  yon  lee  that  I  do  not 
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THE    STORY    OF     THE     BARBER'S 
FIFTH    BROTHER. 

'<     A  LN AS  CHAR,  as  long  as  our 
_/~\.  "  father  lived,  was  very  lazyj 
".  inftead  of  working  for  his  living,  he 
!<  ufed  to  go  a  begging  in  the  evening, 
"  and  to  live  upon  what  he  got  the  next 
lf  day.     Our  father  dic'd  in  a  very  old 
"  age,  and  left  among  us  feven  hun- 
"  dred  dracljms  of  filver,  which  we 
11  equally  divided}   fo  that  each  of  us 
"  had  one  hundred  to  his  (hare.     Al- 
"  nafchar,    who  had  never  fo  much 
"  money  before  in  his  pou'eflion,  was 
"  very  much  perplexed  to  know  what 
"  he  mould  do  with  it :   he  confulted  » 
long  time  with  himfelf,  and  at  latfe 
refolved  to  lay  it  out  in  glaffes,  bot- 
tles, and  other  glafs-work,  which  he 
bought  of  a  great  merchant.      He 
put  them  all  in  an  open  ba(ket,  and 
chofe  a  very  little  (hop,  where  he  fat 
with  the  baflcet  before  him,  and  his 
back  againft  the  wall,  expelling  that 
fomebody  would  come  and  buy  his 
ware.     In  this  potture  he  fat  with 
his  eyes  fixed  on  his  balket;  and  be- 
ginning to  rave,   fpoke  the  follow- 
ing words  loud  enough  to  be  heard 
by  a  neighbouring  taylor  :    "  This 
baflcet,"  faid  he,  "  coft  me  one  hun- 
dred drachms,  which  is  all  I  have  in 
the  world;    I  (hall  make  two  hun- 
dred of  it  by  retailing  myglafs;  and 
of  thefe  two  hundred  drachms, which 
I  will  again  lay  out  in  glafs,  I  (hall 
make  four  hundred  ;    and,  going  on 
thus,  I  dial}  at  laft  make  four  thou- 
fand  drachms ,  of  four  thoufand  I 
"  ihall 
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(hall  eafily  make  eight  thoufand  ; 
and  when  I  come  to  one  hundred 
thoufand,  I  will  leave  off'  felling 
glafs,  turn  jeweller,  and  trade  in 
diamonds,  penrls,  and  all  forts  of 
precious  (tones.  Then,  when  I  am 
as  rich  as  I  can  with,  I  will  buy  a 
fine  houfe,  a  great  eflate,  flaveS,  eu- 
nuchs, and  horfes  :  I  will  keep  a 
good  houfe,  make  a  great  figure  in 
the  world,  and  will  fend  for  all  the 
muficians  and  dancers  of  both  fixes 
in  town.  Nor  will  I  ftop  here;  Twill, 
by  the  favour  of  Heaven,  go  on  till 
I  get  a  hundred  thoufand  drachms; 
and  when  I  have  got  fo  much',  I  will 
think  myfelf  as  great  as  a  prince, 
and  fend  to  demand  the  grand  vizier's 
daughter  in  marriage;  and  reprefent 
to  that  minifter,  that  I  have  heard 
very  much  of  the  wonderful  beauty, 
modefty,  wit,  and  all  the  other 
qualities  of  his  daughter ;  in  a  v-ord, 
that  I  will  give  him  one  thoufand 
pieces  of  gold  the  firll  night  we  are 
married  ;  and  if  the  vizier  be  fo  un- 
civil as  to  refufe  his  daughter,  which 
cannot  be,  I  will  go  and  take  her  be- 
fore his  face,  and  carry  her  to  my 
houfe,  whether  he  will  or  not.  As 
foon  as  I  have  marrieo>the  grand  vi- 
zier's daughter,  I  will  buy  her  ten 
young  black,  eunuchs,  the  hand- 
ibmeft  that  can  be  had  ;  I  will  cloath 
myfelf  like  a  prince,  and  ride  upon 
a  fine  horfe,  with  a  faddle  of  rich 
gold,  and  houfinejs  of  cloth  of  gold 
elegantly  embroidered  with  diamonds 
and  pearls.  I  will  march  through 
the  city,  attended  by  flaves  both  be- 
fore and  behind  ;'  and  I  will  go  to 
the  vizier's  palace,  in  the  view  of  all 
forts  of  people,  who  will  all  (hew  me 
a  profound  reverence.  When  I  alight 
at  the  foot  of  the  vizier's  ftair-cafe,  I 
will  afcend  it  in  the  prefence  of  all 
my  people,  ranged  in  files  on  the 
right  and  left;  and  the  grand  vizier, 
receiving  me  as  his  fon-in-law,  (hall 
give  me  his  right-hand,  and  fit  me 
above  him,  to  do  me  the  more  ho- 
nour. If  this  comes  to  pafs,  as  I 
hope  it  will,  two  of  my  people  (hall 
have  each  of  them  a  purfe  of  a  thou- 
fand pieces  of  gold,  which  they  (hall 
carry  with  them.  I  will  take  one, 
and  prefenting  it  to  the  grand  vizier, 
will  tell  him—"  There  are  the  thou- 
fand pieces  that  I  promifed  the  fir  It 


ni«ht  of  marriage."  And  I  will 
offer  him  the  other,  and  fay  to  him— 
There  is  as  much  more,  to  (hew  you 
that  I  am  a  man  of  my  word,  and 
that  I  am  better  than  my  promife.'* 
After  fuch  an  aclion  as  this,  alUthe. 


world  will  fpeak  of  my  generofi.tL 
and  I  will  return  to  my  qwn  houfrWn 
*  *  r  wife  floll  fe,nd  to 

forr^epfficer, 
'ifff  rmade  to 


the  fame  pomp.  My 
compliment  me  by  lorrjejpmcer,  on 
the  account  of  ihe  vifff Trnade  to  her 
father:  I  will  honour  the  officer  with 
a  fine  robe,  and  fend  him  back  with 
a  rich  prefent.  If  (lie  thinks  to  fend 
me  one,  I  will  not  accept  it,  but 
difmifs  the  bearer.  I  will  not  fuffer 
her  to  go  out  of  her  apartment  on 
any  account  whatever,  without  giv- 
ing  me  notice:  and  when  I  have  a 
mind  to  go  to  her  apartment,  it  (hall 
be  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  make  her 
refpecl  me.  In  fhort,  no  houfe  fhaM 
be  better  ordered  than  mine.  I  will 
be  always  richly  clad.  When  1  re- 
tire  with  my  wife  in  the  evening,  I 
will  (it  on  the  tipper-band;  I  will 
aflume  a  grave  air,  without  turning 
my  head  to  the  one  fide  or  the  other: 
I  will  fpeak  little;  and  whilft  my 
wife,  as  beautiful  as  the  full-moon, 
ftands  beforeme  in  all  her  ornaments, 
will  feign  as  if  I  did  not  notice  her. 
The  women  about  her  will  fay  to 
me — "  Our  dear  lord  and  mafter, 
here  is  your-  fpoufe,  your  humble 
fervant,  before  you;  (heexpeclsyoa 
will  carefs  her,  and  is  very  much 
mortified  that  you  do  not  fo  much 
as  vouchfafe  to  look  upon  her;  (he 
is  wearied  with  (landing  fo  long;  bid 
her,  at  leaft,  fit  down."  I  will  give 
no  anfwer  to  this  difcourfe,  which 
will  increafe  their  furprize  and  grief: 
they  will  lay  themfelves  ar  my  feet; 
and,  after  they  have  done  fo  a  con- 
fiderable  time,  begging  me  to  relent, 
I  will  at  laft  lift  up  my  head,  and 
give  her  a  carelefs  look.  Afterwards 
I  will  return  to  my  former  pofture  ; 
and  then  will  they  think  that  my 
wife  is  not  well  enough,  nor  hand- 
fome  enough  drefled,  and  will  take 
her  to  her  clofet  to  change  her  ap- 
parel.  At  the  fame  time  I  will  get 
up  and  put  on  a  more  magnificent 
Aiit  than  before:  they  will  return 
and  hold  the  difcourfe  with  me  as 
before;  and  I  (hall  have  the  pleafure 
not  ib  much  as  to  look  upon  my 
"  wife, 
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"  wife,  till  they  have  prayed  and  en- 
"  treated  as  long  as  they  did  at  firft. 
"  Thus  I  will  begin,  on  the  firft  day 
"  of  marriage,  to  teach  her  what  me 
"  is  to  expect  during  the  reft  of  her 
"  life." 

Here  Scheherazade  broke  off,  becaufe 
it  was  day;  but  next  night  relumed  her 
ftory  as  follows. 


NIGHT    CLXXVII. 

THE    prattling  barber  continued 
the  ftory  of  his  fifth  brother  in 
the  following  manner. 

"  After  the  ceremonies  of  the  mar- 
'*  riage  are  over,"  faid  Alnafchar,  "  I 
"  will  take  from  one  of  my  fervants, 
"  who  mall  be  about  me,  a  purfe  of 
*'  five  hundred  pieces  of  gold,  which 
"  I  will  give  to  the  tire-women,  that 
"  they  may  leave  me  alone  with  my 
•*  fpoufe.  When  they  are  retired,  my 
"  wife  fhall  go  to  bed  firft  ;  and  then 
"  I  will  lie  down  by  her,  with  my 
**  back  towards  her,  and  will  not  fpeak 
"  even  one  word  to  her  the  whole 
"  night.  The  next  morning  flie  will 
"  certainly  complain  of  my  contempt 
4<  of  her,  and  of  my  pride,  to  her  mo- 
**  ther  the  grand  vizier's  wife,  which 
f<  will  rejoice  me  extremely.  HCMTIO- 
"  ther  will  then  wait  upon  me,  refpecl- 
"  fully  kifs  my  hands,  and  fay  to  me— 
"  Sir,"  (for  me  will  not  dare  to  call 
"  me  her  fon-in-law,  for  fearcf  pro- 
e<  voking  me  by  fuch  familiarity)  "  I 
"  pray  you  not  to  difdain  my  daugh- 
(t  ter,  by  refufing  to  approach  her:  I 
"  afiure  you  that  her  chief  ftudy  is 
'*  to  pleafe  you  ;  and  that  /he  loves 
'*  you  with  all  her  heart."  But  my 
"  mother-in-law  might  as  well  hold 
"  her  peace;  I  will  not  make  her  the 
"  leaft  anfwer,  but  keep  my  gravity, 
"  Then  me  will  proftrateherfelf  at  my 
<c  feet,  kifs  them,  and  fay  to  me— 
*'  Sir,  is  itpoiTible  that  you  can  fufpect 
"  my  daughter's  chaftity  ?  I  aflure  you 
"  that  I  never  let  her  go  out  of  my 
'*  fight.  You  are  the  firft  man  that 
««  ever  faw  her  face;  do  not,  then,  mor- 
<c  tify  her  fo  much.  Do  her  the  favour 
"  to  look  upon  her,  to  fpeak  to  her, 
"  and  confirm  her  in  her  good  inten- 
"  tions  to  fatisfy  you  in  every  thing." 
"  But  nothing  of  this  fliall  prevail  with 
**  me  ;  upon  which  my  mother-in-law 


will  take  a  glafs  of  wine,  and,  put- 
ting  it  into  the  hand  of  her  daughter, 
will  fay  —  "Go,prefent  him  with  this 
glafs  of  wine  yourfelf  ;  perhaps  he 
will  not  be  fo  cruel  as  to  refufe  it 
from  fo  fair  a  hand."  My  wife  will 
come  with  the  glafs,  and  Hand  trem- 
bling before  me;  and  when  (he  finds 
that  I  do  not  look  towards  her,  and 
that  I  continue  to  difdain  her,  Ihe 
will  fay  to  me,  with  tears  in  her 
eyes  —  "  My  heart!  my  dear  foul! 
my  amiable  lord!  I  conjure  you,  by 
the  favours  which  Heaven  beftows 
upon  you,  to  receive  this  glafs  of 
wine  from  the  hand  of  your  moft 
humble  fervant!"  But  I  will  not 
look  upon  her  ftill,  nor  anfwer  her. 
My  charming  fpoufe  !"  (he  will  then 
fay,  redoubling  her  tears,  and  put- 
ting the  glafs  to  my  mouth,  "  I  will 
never  leave  off  till  I  prevail  with 
you  to  drink  !"  Then,  being  fatigued 
with  her  entreaties,  I  will  dart  a  ter- 
rible look  at  her,  give  her  a  good 
box  on  the  cheek,  and-fuch  a  kiclc 
with  my  foot,  as  will  throw  her 
quite  off  the  alcove." 
"  My  brother  was  fo  full  of  thefe 
chimerical  viiions,  that  he  a&ed  with 
his  foot  as  if  (he  had  been  really  be- 
fore him;  and  by  misfortune  he  gave 
fuch  a  pufh  againft  the  bafket  ami 
glafles,  that  they  were  thrown  down. 
in  the  ftreet,  and  broken  in  a  thou- 
fand  pieces. 

"  A  taylor,  who  was  his  neighbour, 
and  who  had  heard  his  extravagant 
difcourfe,  fell  into  a  fit  of  laughter 
when  he  faw-the  bafkct  fall.  "Owhat 
an  unworthy  fellow  art  thou  !"  {aid 
he  to  my  brother.  "  Ought  you  not 
to  be  afiiamed  to  abufe  thus  a  young 
fpoufe,  who  gave  you  no  caufe  to 
complain  ?  You  muft  be  a  very  bru  tifh. 
fellow  to  defpife  the  tears  and  charms 
of  fuch  a  beautiful  lady  !  Were  I  the 
vizier  your  father-in-law,  I  would 
order  you  a  hundred  lames  with  a 
bull's-pizzle,  and  fend  you  through 
the  town  with  your  character  written 
on  your  forehead."  My  brother,  on 
tthis  fatal  accident,  came  to  himfelfj 
and,  perceiving  that  he  had  brought 
this  misfortune  upon  himfelf  by  his 
unfupportable  pride,  he  beat  his  face, 
tore  his  cloaths,  and  cried  fo  loud, 
that  the  neighbours  came  about  him; 
and  the  people  who  were  going  to 
their  noon-prayers,  flopped,  to  know 
G  g  •«  what 
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'*  what  was  the  matter.  It  being  on  a 
"  Friday,  a  greater  number  of  people 
"  were  going  to  prayers  than  ufual; 
"  fome  of  whom  took  pity  on  Alnaf- 
"  char,  while  others  only  laughed  at 
**  his  extravagancy.  In  the  mean  time, 
"  his  vanity  being  difperfed,  as  well. 
'*  as  his  gla/Tes,  he  bitterly  lamented 
"  his  lofs  :  and  a  lady  of  di(tin6lion 
fc  pafllng  by  on  a  mule,  with  rich  ca- 
t(  parifons,  my  brother's  condition  ex- 
"  cited  her  companion;  (he  afked  who 
"  he  was,  and  what  was  the  matter 
"  with  him;'  they  told  her  that  he  was 
"  a  poor  man,  who  had  laid  out  a  little 
'*  money  in  buying  a  balket  of  glaifes, 
c<  and  that  the  bafket  falling,  all  his 
te  jjlaffes  were  broken.  The  lady  im- 
"  mediately  turned  to  an  eunuch  who 
"  attended  her,  and  faid  to  him — 
t{  Give  the  poor  man  what  money  you 
"  have  about  you."  The  eunuch  obey- 
tf  ing,  put  into  my  brother's  hand  five 
"  hundred  pieces  of  gold.  Alnafchar 
"  was  tranfpojr  ted  with  excefs  of,  joy 
"  on  receiving  them  :  he  beftowed  a 
"  thoufand  blcfllngs  upon  the  lady  ; 
"  and  (hutting  up  his  (hop,  where  he 
"  no  longer  had  occafion  to  fit,  he  re- 
*'  turned  ti»  his  houfe. 

"  Whilft  he  was  ferioufly  reflecting 
«*  upon  his  good  foitune,  he  heard  a 
"  knocking  at  the  door ;  but  before  he 
"  opened  it,  he  thought  it 'piiident  firlt 
•f  to  enquire  who  it  was;  when  know- 
'*  ing  it  to  be  a  woman  by  her  voice,  he 
"  inftantly  admitted  her.  "  My  fon,1' 
f*  faid  (he,  "  I  have  a  favour  to  beg 
«.'  of  you  :  the  hour  of  prayer  is  come; 
*'  be  pleafed  therefore  to  let  me  wafli 
"  mylelf,  that  I  may  be  fit  to  fay  my 
<c  prayers."  My  brother  looked  at 
"  her,  and  faw  that  ihe  was  a  woman 
*«  far  advanced  in  years :  though  he 
«'  knew  her  not,  he  granted  what  flie 
"  required,  and  then  fat  down  again, 
"  being  Hill  full  of  his  new  adventure. 
"  He  put  his  gold  into  a  long  ftrait 
"  purfe,  proper  to  carry  at  his  girdle. 
"  The  old  woman,  in  the  mean  time, 
«f  (aid  her  prayers  ;  and  when  (he  had 
"  done,  came  to  my  brother,  and 
"  bowed  twice  to  the  ground,  fo  low 
<l  that  flie  almoft  touched  it  with  her 
"  foiehead;  then  raifmg  herfelf  up,  (he 
**  wiihed  my  brother  all  manner  of 
<*  happinefs." 

The  day  beginning  to  dawn,  Sche- 


herazade  Itft  offj  and  next  night  rt- 
fumed  her  difcourfe,  performing  the 
barber,  as  follows. 


NIGHT     CLXXVIII. 

'"F^HE  old  woman,  after  wifliing 
JL     "  my  brother  all  manner  or" 
happinefs,  thanked  him  for  his  civi- 
lity.     Being  meanly  clad,  and  very 
humble  to  him,  he  thought  fhe  afk- 
ed    alms,   upon    which    he    offered 
her  two   pieces  of  gold.     The  old 
woman  flepped  back  in  a  fort  of  fur- 
prize,  as  it  my  brother  had  done  her 
.an  injury.     "  Heavens!"  faid  flie, 
what  is  the  meaning  of  this  ?     Is  it 
poffible,   Sir,11  faid  flie,   "  that  you 
take  me  for  an  impudent  beggar? 
Did  you  think  I  came  fo  boldly  into 
"  yoxir  houfe  to  aflc  alms?     Take  back 
"  your  moneyj  I  have  no  need  of  it, 
"  thanks  to  Heaven!     I-belong  to  a 
<{  young  lady  of  this   city,  wlicr  is  a 
"  charming  beauty,  and  very  rich:  flie 
<(  does  not  let  me  want  for  any  thing. 
"  My    brother    was    not    cunning 
"  enough  to  perceive  the  craft  of  the 
"  old  woman,  who   only  refufed  the 
"  two  pieces  of  gold  that  file  might 
"  catch   more.      He  aiked    her  if  (he 
*'  could  not  procure  him  the  honour  of 
"  feeing  that  lady.     «  With   ail  my 
"  heart,"  replied   me:    "  ihe  will  be 
<:  very  well  fatishcd  to  marry,  and  to 
"  put  you  in  poffefllon  of  her  eftate,by 
"  making  you  mafter  of  her  perfon. 
Take  up  your  money,  and  follow 
me."     My  brother,  being  raviflied 
with    his  good  luck  of  finding  f» 
great  a  fum  of  money,  and  almoft 
at  the  fame  time  a  beautiful  and  rich 
wife,    his  eyes  were  fhut  upon    all 
other  confi/Jerationsj  fo  that  he  took 
his  five  hundred  pieces  of  gold,  and 
followed  the  old  woman.  She  walked 
before   him,   and  he  followed  at  a 
diftance,  to  the  gate  of  a  great  hou(e, 
"  where  flie  knocked.     He  came  up  to 
"  her  juft  as  a  young  Greek  flaveopened 
"  the  gate.    The  old  woman  made  him 
"  enter  fiift,  went  acrofs  a  court  very 
"  well  paved,  and  introduced  him  into 
a  hall,  the  furniture  of  which  con- 
firmed him  in  the  good  opinion  he 
had  conceived  of  the  miftrefs  of  the 
houfe.     While  the  old  woman  went 
to  acquaint  the  lady,  he  fat  down, 
•«  and 
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and  the  weather  being  hot,  pulled  off 
his  turban,  and  laid  it  by  him.  He 
fpeedily  faw  the  young  lady  come 
in,  whofe  beauty  and  rich  apparel 
perfectly  furprized  him.  He  got  up 
as  foon  as  he  faw  her.  The  lady, 
with  a  (railing  countenance,  prayed 
him  to  fit  down  again,  and  placed 
herfelf  by  him.  Sh«  told  him  (he 
was  very  glad  to  fee  him;  and  after 
having  fp«ken  fotne  engaging  words' 
to  him,  faid — "  We  do  not  fit  here 
at  our  convenier.cy.  Co/Tie,  give  me 
your  hand."  At  thcfe  words  me 
preiented  him  her's,  and  carried  him 
into  an  inner  chamber,  v,  here  me  en- 
tertained him  for  feme  time;  then 
(he  left  him,  bidding  him  itay,  and 
flie  would  be  with  him  in  a  moment. 
He  expefled  her;  but,  in  (lead  of  the 
lady,  came  in  a  great  black  (lave, 
with  a  fcymetarin  his  handjand  look- 
ing upon  my  brother  with  a  terrible 
afpeft,  faid  to  him  fiercely — «c  What 
have  you  to  do  here?"  Alnafchar 
was  fo  full  of  fear  at  the  fight  of 
the  (lave,  that  he  had  no  power  to 
anfwer.  The  black  (tripped  him, 
carried  off  his  gold,  and  gave  him  le- 
veral  cuts  with  his  fcymetar.  My 
unhappy  brother  fell  to  the  ground, 
where  he  lay  without  motion,  though 
he  had  ftill  the  ufe  of  his  fenfes. 
The  black,  thinking  him  to  be  dead, 
afked  for  fait;  theGreek  Have  brought 
him  a  bafon  full;  they  rubbed  my 
brother's  wounds  with  it;  who  had 
fo  much  command  of  himfelf,  not- 
withftanding  the  intolerable  pain  it 
put  him  to,  that  he  lay  ftill  without 
giving  any  fign  of  life.  The  black 
and  the  Greek  flave  being  retired, 
the  old  woman  who  drew  n:y  bro- 
ther into  the  fnare,  came  and  drag- 
ged him  by  the  feet  to  a  trap-door, 
which  me  opened,  and  threw  him  in- 
to a  place  under-ground,  among  the 
corpfes  of  feveral  other  people  who 
had  been  murdered.  He  perceived 
this  as  foon  as  he  came  to  himfelfj 
for  the  violence  of  his  fall  had  taken 
away  his  fenfes.  The  fait  rubbed 
into  his  wounds  preferved  his  life, and 
he  recovered  ftrength  by  degrees,  io  as 
to  be  able  to  walk.  After  two  days 
he  opened  the  trap-door  during  the 
night;  and,  finding  a  proper  place  in 
the  court  to  hide  himfelf,  continued 
there  till  break  of  day;  when  he  law 
the  curfed  old  woman  open  the  gate, 


and'go  out  to  feek  another  prey.  He 
ftaid  in  the  place  fometime  after  me 
went  out,  that  (he  might  not  fee  him, 
and  then  came  to  me  for  fhelter; 
when  he  told  rne  of  his  adventures. 
"  In  a  month's  time  he  was  per- 
feftiy  cured  of  hiswotprtdsby  medi- 
cines  that  I  gave  him,  and  refolved 
to  avenge  himfelf  of  the  old  woman, 
who  had  put  fuch  a  barbarous  cheat 
upon  him.  To  this  end,  he  took  a 
bag,  large  enough  to  contain  five 
hundred  pieces  of  gold,  and  filled  it 
with  pieces  of  glafs.1' 


Here  Scheherazade  (topped  till  next 
night;  when  (he  went  on  thus. 

NIGHT    CLXXIX. 


MY  brother,"  continued  the  bar* 
4  ber,  "  one  morning  fattened 
the  bag  of  glafs  about  him,  difguifed 
himfelf  like  an  old  woman,  and 
took  a  fcymetar  under  his  gown. 
He  met  the  old  woman  walking 
through  the  town  to  feek  her  prey:  he 
went  up  to  her;  and,  counterfeiting 
a  woman's  voice,  faid  to  her — "  Can- 
not you  lend  me  a  pair  of  fcales? 
lam  a  woman  newly  come  from  Per- 
lia,  have  brought  five  hundred  pieces 
of  gold  with  me,  and  would  know 
if  they  will  hold  out  according  to 
your  weights."— '*  Good  woman,** 
anfwered  the  old  hag,uyou  could  not 
have  applied  to  a  properer  perion. 
Follow  me;  I  will  bring  you  to  my 
fon,  who  changes  money,  and  will 
weigh  them  himfelf  to  fave  you  the 
trouble.  Let  us  make  halte,  for  fear 
he  be  gone  to  his  (hop."  My  bro- 
ther followed  her  to  the  houfe  where 
(he  carried  him  the  firft  time,  and 
the  Greek  flave  opened  the  door. 
*',  The  old  woman  carried  rny  bro- 
ther to  the  hall,  where  (he  bid  him 
ftay  a  moment  tijl  (lie  called  her  fun. 
The  pretended  fon  came,  and  proved 
to  be  the  villainous  black  (lave. 
Come,  old  woman,"  (aid  he  to  my 
brother;  rife  and  follow  me/'  Hav- 
ing fpoken  thus,  he  went  before  to 
bring  him  to  the  place  where  he  de- 
iigned  to  murder  him.  Alnaicrh-ir 
got  up,  followed  him,  and  drawing1 
his  fcymetar,  gave  him  fuch  a  dex- 
trous blow  behind  on  the  neck,  as  to 
cut  oft"  his  head,  which  he  took  in 
G  g  a  »4  one 
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one  hand,  and  dragging  the  body 
with  the  other,  threw  them  both  into 
the  place  under  ground  before-men- 
tioned. The  Greek  flave,  who  was 
accuftorned  to  the  trade,  came  pre- 
fently  with  a  bafon  of  fait;  but  when 
fhe  faw  Alnafchar  with  the  fcymetar 
in  his  hand,  and  without  his  veil, 
fiie  laid  down  the  bafon,  and  fled. 
"  B'.'t  my  brother  overtaking  her,  cut 
"  off  her  head  alfo.  The  wicked  old 
"  woman  came  running  at  the  noife; 
and  my  brother  feizing  her,  faid  to 
her — Treacherous  wretch!  do  not 
you  know  me?" — "  Alas,  Sir!"  an- 
fwered  fhe, trembling*"  who  are  you? 
I  do  not  remember  that  ever  I  faw 
you." — "  lam,"  faid  he,  "  the  per- 
fon  to  whofe  hcufe  you  came  the 
oil»er  day  to  wafti  and  fay  your 
prayers.  Hypocritical  hag!"  faid 
he,  "  do  not  you  remember  it?" 
Then  fhe  fell  on  her  knees  to  beg 
his  pardon}  but  he  cut  her  in  four 
pieces. 

"  There  remained  only  the  lady, 
*'  who  knew  nothing  of  what  had  paf- 
f(  fed.  He  fought  her  out,  and  found 
"  her  in  a  chamber,where  Ihe  was  ready 
tofrnk  when  fhe  faw  him.  She  beg- 
ged  her  life,  which  he  generoufiy 
granted,  "  Madam,"  faid  he,  "  how 
could  you  live  with  fuch  wicked  peo- 
pie  as  I  have  fo  juflly  revenged  my- 
felf  upon  now?"-~"  I  was,"  faid 
«'  ihe,  "  wife  to  an  honeft  merchant; 
«c  and  the  curfed  old  woman,  whofe 
"  wickednefs  I  did  not  know,  ufed 
?<  fometimes  to  come  to  fee  me.  "  Ma- 
«*  dam,"  faid  (he  to  me  one  day,  "we 
'*  have  a  very  fine  wedding  at  our 
«'  houfe,  which  you  will  be  pleaied  to 
*'  fee  if  you  give  us  the  honour  of  your 
<*  company.  I  was  perfuaded  by  her, 
?'  put  on  my  beft  apparel,  and  took. 
"  with  me  a  hundred  pieces  of  gold. 
'«  I  followed  her;  flie  brought  me  to 
"  this  houfe,  where  the  black  has  kept 
*«  me  fmce  by  force,  and  I  have  been 
"  three  years  here  to  my  very  great  for- 
"  row." — "  By  the  trade  which  the 
*f  curfed  black  followed,'5  replied  my 
c<  brother,  "  he  muft  have  gathered 
«'  together  a  vaft  deal  of  riches." — 
"  There  is  fo  much,"  faid  fhe,  "that 
*«  you  will  be  made  for  ever,  if  you 
"  can  carry  them  off.  Follow  me,  and 
<«  you  (hall  fee  them,"  faid  fhe.  Al- 
««  nafchur  followed  her  to  a  chamber, 
«  where  flic  fliewed  him  feveral  coffers 


full  of  gold,  which  he  beheld  with 
admiration.  "  Go, "faid  fhe, <{  fetch 
people  enough  to  carry  it  all  off." 
My  brother  needed  not  to  be  bid 
twice}  he  went  out;  but  ftaid  only 
till  he  got  ten  men  together,  and  he 
brought  them  with  him,  and  was 
much  furprtred  to  find  the  gate 
open,  but  more  when  he  found  the 
lady  and  the  coffers  all  gone ;  for  fhe, 
being  more  diligent  than  he,  had 
carried  them  all  off.  However,  be- 
ing refolved  not  to  return  empty- 
handed,  he  carried  off  all  the  goods 
he  could  find  in  the  houfe;  which 
were  a  great  deal  more  than  enough 
to  make  up  the  five  hundred  pieces 
of  gold  he  was  robbed  of.  But  when 
he  went  out  of  the  houfe,  he  forgot 
to  (hut  the  gate.  The  neighbours, 
who  faw  my  brother  and  the  por- 
ters come  and  go,  went  and  ac- 
quainted the  magiftrate  with  itj  for 
they  looked  upon  my  brother's  con- 
duct as  fufpicious.  Alnafchar  flept 
well  enough  all  night;  but  the  next 
morning,  when  he  came  out  of  his 
houfe,  he  found  twenty  of  the  ma- 
giftrate's  men,  who  feized  him. 
Come  along  with  us,"  faid  they; 
our  matter  would  fpeak  with  you." 
My  brother  prayed  them  to  have  pa- 
tience for  a  moment,  and  offered 
them  a  fum  of  money  to  let  him 
efcape;  but,  jnftead  of  liftening  to 
him,  they  bound  him,  and  forced 
him  to  go  along  with  them.  They 
met  in  the  ftreet  an  old  acquaintance 
of  my  brother's,  who  flopped  them, 
a  while,  and  afked  them  why  they 
feized  my  brother,  and  offered  them 
a  confiderable  fum  to  let  him  efcape, 
and  to  tell  the  magiftrate  that  they 
could  not  find  him.  But  this  would 
not  do;  fo  he  was  carried  before  the 
magiftrate." 

Here  Scheherazade  left  off,  becaufe 
fhe  faw  day;  butrefumed  her  ftory  thus 
the  next  night. 


NIGHT    CLXXX. 

"  'ITT HEN  the  officers  brought 

W     "  him  before  the  magiftrate, 

"  he  afked  him  where  he  had  the  goods 

"  which   he  carried  home  laft  night. 

"  Sir,"  replied  Alnafchar,  "  I  am  rea- 

"  dy  to  tell  you  all  the  truth)  buf  al- 

«  low 
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low  me  firft  to  have  recourfe  to  your 
clemency,  and  to  beg  your  promife 
that  nothing  (hall  be  done  to  me. 
I  give  it  you,""  faid  the  magiftrate. 
Then  my  brother  told  him  the  whole 
ftory  without  difguife,  from  the  time 
the  old  woman  came  into  his  houfe 
to  fay  her  prayers,  to  the  time  the 
lady  made  her  efcape,  after  he  had 
killed  the  black,  the  Greek  flave, 
and  the  old  woman.  And  as  for 
what  he  had  carried  to  his  houfe,  he 
prayed  the  judge  to  leave  him  part  of 
it  for  the  five  hundred  pieces  of  gold 
that  he  was  robbed  of. 
"  The  judge,  without  promifingany 
thing,  fent  his  officers  to  bring  off 
all;  and,  having  put  the  goods  into 
his  own  wardrobe,  commanded  my 
brother  to  quit  the  town  immedi- 
ately, and  never  to  return;  for  he 
was  afraid,  if  my  brother  had  ftaid 
in  thecity,  he  would  have  found  fome 
way  toreprefent  this  injuftice  to  the 
caliph.  In  the  mean  time,  Alnaf- 
char  obeyed  without  murmuring, 
and  left  that  town  to  go  to  another. 
By  the  way  he  met  with  highway- 
men, who  ftripped  him  naked;  and 
when  the  ill  news  was  brought  to 
me,  I  carried  him  a  fuit,  and  brought 
him  in  fecretly  ajjain  to  the  town, 
where  I  took  the  like  care  of  him  as 
I  did  of  his  other  brothers." 


THE     STORY     OF    THE     BARBER'S 
SIXTH    BROTHER. 

T  Am  now  only  to  tell  the  ftory  of 

•*•  "  my  fixth  brother,  called  Scha- 

t  cabac,  with  the  hare- lips.     At  fir  ft 

he  was  induftrious  enough  to  im- 

*  prove  the  hundred  drachms  of  filver 
which  fell  to  his  (hare,  and  became 

t  very  well  to  pafsj  but  a  reverfe  of 

'  fortune   brought    him    to   beg    his 

f  bread',  which  he  did  with  a  great 

deal  of  dexterity.  He  ftudied  chiefly 

•  to  get  into  great  men's  houfes,  by 
"  means  of  their  fervants  and  officers, 

that  he  might  have  accefs  to  their 

matters,  and   obtain   their  charity. 

One  day,  as  he  parted  by  a  magnifi- 

tl  cent  houfe,  whofe  high  gate  (hewed 

'  a  very  fpacious  court,  where  there 

was  a   multitude    of  fervants,    he 


went  to  one  of  them,  and  afked  him  to 
whom  that  houfe  belonged.  "Good 
man, "replied  the  fervant,  "  whence 
do  you  come,  that  you  aflc  me  fuch  a 
qneftion?  Does  not  all  that  you  (ee 
make  you  underftand  that  it  is  the 
palace  of  a  "Barmecide*?"  My  bro- 
ther, who  very  well  knew  the  libe- 
rality and  generofity  of  the  Barme- 
cides, addreffed  himfelf  to  one  of  his 
porters,  (for  he  had  more  than  one) 
and  prayed  him  to  give  him  an  alms. 
Go  in,"  faid  h-ej  "  nobody  hinders 
you,  and  addrefs  yourfelf  to  the  ma- 
iler of  the  houfej  he  will  fend  you 
back  fatisfied. 

"  My  brother,  who  expecled  no  fuch 
civility,  thanked  the  porter,  and 
with  his  permifiion  entered  the  pa- 
lace; which  was  fo  large,  that  it 
took  him  a  confiderable  time  to  reach 
the  Barmecide's  apartment.  At  lad 
he  came  to  a  fine  fquare  building  of 
excellent  architecture,  and  entered 
by  a  porch,  through  which  he  faw 
one  of  the  fineft  gardens,  with  gravel 
walks  of  feveral  colours,  extremely 
pleafant  to  the  eye.  The  lower 
apartments,  round  this  fquare,  were 
moft  of  them  open,  and  were  (hut 
only  with  great  curtains,  to  keep  out 
the  fun,  which  were  opened  again 
when  the  heat  was  over. 
«'  Such  an  agreeable  place  ftruck. 
my  brother  with  admiration,  and 
might  well  have  done  fo  to  a  man 
far  above  his  quality.  He  went  on 
till  he  came  into  a  hall  richly  fur- 
niflied,  and  adorned  with  paintings 
of  gold  and  azure  foliage,  where  he 
faw  a  venerable  man  with  a  long 
white  beard,  fitting  at  the  upper- 
end  of  an  alcove,  whence  he  con- 
cluded him  to  be  the  matter  of  the 
houfe:  and  in  effect  it  was  the  Bar- 
mecide himfelf;  who  faid  to  my  bro- 
ther, in  a  very  civil  manner,  that  he 
was  welcome,  and  afked  him  what 
he  wanted.  "  My  lord,"  anfwered 
my  brother,  in  a  begging  tone,  "  I 
am  a  poor  man,  who  ftand  in  need  of 
the  help  of  fuch  rich  and  generous 
peribns  as  yourfelf."  He  could  not 
have  addreffed  himfelf  to  a  fitter  per- 
fon  than  this  lord,  who  had  a  thou- 
fand  good  qualities. 
"  The  Barmecide  feemed  to  be  afto- 


*  The  Barmecides  were  a  noble  famity  of  PerCa,  as  has  been  faid  already,  who  fettled 
themlelves  at  Bagdad* 

"  nifhed 
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nifhed  at  my  brother's  anfwer;  and, 
putting  both  his  hands  to  his  fto- 
mach,  as  if  he  would  rend  his  cloaths 
for  grief — "  Is  it  poffihle,'  'cried  he, 
that  I  am  at  Bagdad,  and  that  fuch 
a  man  as  you  is  fo  poor  as  you  fay? 
This  is  what  muft  never  be."  My 
brother,  fancying  that  he  was  going 
to  give  him  fome  fingular  mark  of 
his  bounty,  bltffed  him  a  thoufand 
times,  and  wifhed  him  all  forts  of 
happinefs.  "  It  fhall  not  be  faid," 
replied  the  Barmecide,  "  that  I  will 
abandon  you,  nor  will  I  have  you 
to  leave  me."—"  Sir,''  replied  my 
brother,  "  I  (wear  to  you  I  have  not 
eaten  one  bit  to-day!" — "  Is  that 
true?"  replied  the  Barmecide  :  "And 
are  vou  fafting  till  now  ?  Alas  for 
thee,  poor  man!  He  is  ready  to 
die  for  hunger. — Ho,  boy!"  cried 
he  with  a  loud  voice,  «<  bring  a  ba- 
fon  and  water  prefently,  that  we  may 
wafh  our  hands."  Though  no  boy 
appeared,  that  my  brother  faw,  nei- 
ther with  water  nor  bafon,  the  Bar- 
mecide fell  a  rubbing  his  hands,  as 
if  one  had  poured  water  upon  them, 
and  bid  my  brother  come  and  wafh 
with  him.  Schacabac  judged  by 
this,  that  the  Barmecide  lord  loved 
to  be  merry;  and  he  himfelf  under- 
Handing  raillery,  and  knowing  that 
the  poor  muft  bfe  complaifant  to  the 
rich,  if  they  would  have  anything 
from  them,  he  came  forward,  and 
did  as  he  did. 

"  Come  on,"  faid  the  Barmecide; 
bring  us  fomething  to  eat,  and  do 
not  let  us  ftay  for  it."  When  he 
had  faid  fo,  though  nothing  was 
brought,  he  began  to  cut  as  if  fome- 
thing had  been  brought  upon  a  plate; 
and,  putting  his  hand  to  his  mouth, 
began  to  chew;  and  faid  to  my,  bro- 
ther— "  Come,  friend,  eat  as  freely 
as  if  you  were  at  home;  come,  and 
eat :  you  faid  you  were  like  to  die  of 
hunger;  but  you  eat  as  if  you  had 
no  itomach." — "  Pardon  me,  my 
lord,"  faid  Schacabac,  who  per- 
fectly imitated  what  he  did,  "  you  fee 
I  lofc  no  time,  and  that  I  do  my 
part  wellenough." — "How  like  you 
this  bread?"  faid  the  Barmecide; 
do  notyoufind  itvery  good?" — "  O, 
my  lord,"  faid  my  brother,  who  nei- 
ther law  bread  nor  meat,  t(  I  never 
ate  anything  fo  white  and  fo  fine." — 
Come,  eat  your  belly- full,"  faid  the 


'«  Barmecide.  "  I  affure  you  the  ba- 
"  ker-  woman  that  bakes  me  this  bread, 
"  coft  me  five  hundred  pieces  of  gold  to 
'*  purchafe  her." 

Here  Scheherazade  flopped,  becaufe 
it  was  day;  and  next  night  went  oa 
thus. 

NIGHT    CLXXXI. 


E  Barmecide,"  faid  the  bar- 
JL  '  ber,  "  after  having  boafted 
fo  much  of  his  bread,  which  my  bro- 
ther eat  only  in  idea,  cried — «'  Boy, 
bring  us  another  dim."  And  though 
no  boy  appeared — "  Come,  my  good 
friend,"  faid  he  to  my  brother, 
tafte  this  new  difh;  and' tell  me  if 
ever  you  eat  better  mutton  and  bar- 
ley-broth  than  this." — '<  It  is  admi- 
rably good,"  replied  my  brother; 
and  therefore  you  fee  I  eat  heartily." 
•(<  You  oblige  me  mighiily,"  replied 
the  Barmecide:  "  I  conjure  you, 
then,  by  the  fatisfaclion  I  have  to  fee 
you  eat  fo  heartily,  that  you  eat  all 
up,  fmce'you  like  it  fo  well."  A 
little  while  after  he  called  fora  goofe 
and  fweet  fauce,  vinegar,  honey, 
dry  raifins,  grey  peas,  and  dry  figs, 
which  were  brought  jurt  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  other  was.  "  The 
goofe  is  very  fat,"  faid  the  Barme- 
cide: "  eat  only  a  leg  and  a  wingj 
we  muft  fave  our  ftomachs,  for  we 
have  abundance  of  other  dimes  to 
come."  He  actually  called  for  fe- 
veral  other  dimes,  of  which  my  bro- 
ther, who  was  ready  to  die  of  hun- 
ger, pretended  to  eat;  but  what  he 
boafted  of  more  than  all  the  reft,  was 
a  lamb  fed  with  piftacho  nuts,  which 
he  ordered  to  be  brought  up  in  the 
fame  manner  that  the  reft  were. 
And  here  is  a  dim,"  faid  the  Bar- 
mecide, «'  that  you  will  fee  at  no- 
body's table  but  my  own;  I  would 
have  you  eat  your  belly-full  of  it.'* 
Having  fpoken  thus,  he  ftretched  out 
his  hand  as  if  he  had  a  piece  of  lamb 
in  it;  and,  putting  it  to  my  brother's 
mouth — "  There,"  faid  he,  "  fwal- 
low  that,  and  you  will  know  whe- 
ther I  had  not  reafon  to  boaft  of  this 
difli.'"  My  brother  thruft  out  his 
head,  opened  his  mouth,  and  made 
as  if  he  took  the  piece  of  lamb,  and 
eat  it  with  extreme  pleafure.  "  I 
knew  you  would  like  it,"  faid  the 
"  Barmecide. 
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"Barmecide.  "  There  is  nothing  in 
*'  the  world  more  fine,1'  replied  my 
"  brother;  "  your  lamb  is  a  molt  de- 
"  licious  thing." — "  Come,  bringthe 
"  ragout  presently;  I  -fancy  you  will 
"  like  that  as  well  as  the  lamb.  Well, 
"  how  do  you  relifli  it,"  faid  the  Bar- 
tl  mecide.  <£  O  !  it  is  wonderful  !" 
"  replied  Schacabac;  "  for  here  we 
"  tatte  all  at  once,  amber,  cloves,  nut- 
"  meg,  ginger,  pepper,  and  the  moft 
"  odoriferous  herbs  ;  and  all  thefe 
f4  taftes  are  fo  well  mixed,  that  one  does 
<c  not  hinder  us  from  perceiving  the 
"  other;  O  how  pleafant  it  is  !" — ct  Ho- 
"  nour  this  ragout,"  faid  the  Barme- 
"  cide,  "  by  eating  heartily  of  it. 
"  Ho,  boy!"  cried,  .he;  "  bring  us  a 
"  newragout." — "  No,  my  lord,  an't 
"  pleafe  you,"  replied  my  brother; 
"  for  indeed  1  cannot  eat  any  more." 

"  Come,  take  it  away  then,1'  faid 
"  the  Barmecide,  and  bring  the  fruit." 
"  He  (taid  a  moment,  as  it  were  to  give 
"  time  for  his  fervants  to  carry  away; 
"  after  which,  he  faid  to  my  brother — 
"  Tafte  thtfe  almonds;  they  are  frefh, 
"  and  new  gathered.  Both  of  them  made 
"  as  if  they  had  peeled  the  almonds, 
"  and  eat  them.  After  this,  the  Btrme- 
"  cide  invited  my  brother  to  eat  fome- 
"  thing  elfe.  "  Look  you,"  faid  he, 
"  there  are  all  forts  of  fruits,  cnkes,dry 
**  fweatmeats,  and  conferves;  take  what 
"  you  like."  Then  ftretching  out  his 
"  handi  as  if  he  had  reached  my  bro- 
"  ther  fomething — "  Look  ye,"  faid 
"  he,"  there  is  a  lozenge,  very  good 
"  for  digeftion/'  Schacabac  made  as 
"  if  he  eat  it,  and  laid — u  My  lord, 
"  there  is  no  want  of  mufk  here." — 
"  Thefe  lozenges,"  faid  the  Barme- 
"  cide,  "  are  made  at  my  own  houfe, 
"  where  there  is  nothing  wanting  to 
"  make  every  thing  good."  He  ftill 
"  bid  my  brother  eat,  and  faid  to  him 
•— "  Methinks  you  do  not  eat  as  if  you 
"  had  been  fo  hungry  as  you  laid 
*'  when  you  came  in." — c<  My  lord," 
**  replied  Schacabac,  whoie  jaws  ached 
"  with  moving  and  having  nothing  to 
"  eat,  "  I  am  fo  full,  that  I  cannot  eat 
*'  one  bit  more." 

"  Well,  then,  friend,"  replied  the 
"  Barmecide,  "  we  muft  drink  now, 
*'  after  we  have  eat  fo  well." — *'  You 
V  drink  wine,  my  lord,"  replied  my 
*f  brother;  "  but  I  will  drink  none  i'f 
**  you  pleafe,  becaufe  I  am  forbid  it." 


— "  You  are  too  fcrupulous,"  replied 
«  the  Barmecide;  "  do  as  I  do." — "  I 
"  will    drink    then   out   of   coinplai- 
"   fance,"  faid  Schacabacj  "  for  I  fee 
tc  you   will   have  nothing  wanting  to 
"  make  your  treat  noble:   but  fince  I 
"   am.  not  accuftomed  to  drink  wine,  I 
am  afraid  that  I   (hall  commit  fome 
error  in  point  of- breeding,  and  con- 
trary to  the  refpeft  that  is  due  to  you, 
and  therefore  1  pray  you,  once  more,  . 
toexcufe  me  from  drinking  any  wiue; 
I   will   be   content    with    water."— 
No,  no,"  faid  the  Barmecide,  c<  you 
(hall  drink  wine;"  and  at  the  fame 
time  he    commanded    fome    to    be 
brought,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
meat  and  fruit  had  been  brought  be- 
fore.    He  made  as  if  he  poured  out 
wine;  and  drank  firft  himfelf,  and 
then   pouring  out  for   my  brother, 
prefented  him  the  glafs  :   "  Drink 
my  health,"  faid  he,   "  and  let  u* 
know  if  you  think  this  wine  good." 
My  brother  made  as  if  he  took  the 
glafs,   and  looked   as  if  the  colour 
was  good,  and  put  it  to  his  nofeto  try 
if  it   had  a  good  flavour;  he  then 
made  a  low  bow  to  the  Barmecide, 
to  fignify  that  he  took  the  liberty  to 
drink  his  health,  and  making  all  the 
figns  of  a  man  who  drinks  with  ple-a- 
fure  :   "  My  lord,"  faid   he,   "  this 
is  very  excellent  wi?iej  but  I  think 
it  is  not  llrong  enough." — "  If  you 
would  have  ftronger,"  faid  the  Bar- 
mecide, "  you  need  ou'ly  fpeak,  for 
I    have   fevcral  forts  JTI  my  cellar. 
Try   how   you   like  this."      Upon 
which,  he  made  as  jf  he  poured  out 
another  glafs  to  himfelf,  and  then  to 
my  brotner;  and   did  this  fo  often, 
that  Schacabac,  feigning  to  be  drunk 
with  the  wine,  took  up  his  hand,  and 
gave  the  Barmecide  fuch   a  box  on 
the  ear  as  made  him  fall  down;  he 
lilted  up  has  hand  to  give  him  ano- 
ther: blow,  but  the  Barmecide  hold- 
ing  up  his  hand  to  ward  it  off,  cried 
to  him — "  What!  are,  you   mad?" 
Then  my  brother,  making  as  if  he 
had  come  to  himfelf  again,  faid — 
My  lord,  you  have  been  fo  goud  as 
to  admit  your  flave  into  your  hou/V, 
and  give  him  a  great  treat;  you  Ihould 
have  been  fatisfied  in  making  me  e.u, 
and  not  have  obliged'  me  to  dfjnk 
;   wine;  for    I   told    you   beforehand, 
:  that  it  niight  <sccadon  me  to  come 
"  fliort 


238        ARABIAN   NIGHTS  ENTERTAINMENTS. 


"  fhort  in  myrefpefts:  I  am  very  much 
"  troubled  at  it,  arid  beg  you  a  thotr- 
«*  fand  pardons/* 

"  Scarce  had  hefinifhed  thefe  words, 
"  when  the  Barmecide,  inftead  cf  be- 
"  ing  in  a  rage,  fell  a  laughing  with  all 
"  his  might.  "  It  is  a  long  time," 
"  faid  he,  tc  fince  I  wanted  a  man  of 
"  your  character." 

Here  Scheherazade  broke  off;  and 
continued  her  ftory  next  night  as  fol- 
lows. 


NIGHT    CLXXXII. 

THE  Barmecide  carefled  Scha- 
"  cabac  mightily,  and  told 
him — "  I  not  only  forgive  the  blow 
you  have  given  me,  but  I  am  willing 
henceforward  we  fhould  be  friends, 
and  that  you  take  my  houfe  for  your 
home:  you  have  been  fo  complaifant 
as  to  accommodate  yourfelf  to  my 
humour,  and  have  had  the  patience 
to  bear  the  jeft  out  to  the  laft;  we 
will  now  eat  in  good  earned."  When 
he  had  finifhed  thefe  words,  he  clap- 
ped his  hands,  and  commanded  his 
fervants,  who  then  appeared,  to  cover 
the  table;  which  was  fpeedily  done, 
and  my  brother  was  treated  with  all 
thofe  viands  in  reality  which  he  eat  of 
before  in  fancy.  At  laft  they  took 
them  away, and  brought  wine;  and  at 
the  fame  time  a  number  of  handfome 
flaves,  richly  apparelled,  came  in 
and  fung  fome  agreeable  airs  to  their 
mufical  inftruments.  In  a  word, 
Schacabac  had  all  the  reafon  in  the 
world  to  be  fatisfied  with  the  Bar- 
mecide's civility  and  bounty;  for  he 
treated  him  as  his  familiar  friend, 
and  ordered  him  a  fuit  out  of  his 
wardrobe. 

*'  The  Barmecide  found  my  brother 
to  be  a  man  of  fo  much  wit  and  un- 
derftanding,  that,  in  a  few  days  af- 
ter, he  trufted  him  with  his  houfe- 
hold,  and  all  his  affairs.  My  bro- 
ther acquitted  himfelf  very  well  in 
that  employment  for  twenty  years  ; 
at  the  end  of  which  the  generous 
Barmecide  died;  and,  leaving  no 
heirs,  all  his  eftate  was  confifcated 
to  the  ufe  of  the  prince :  upon  which 


my  brother  was  reduced  to  his  firft 
condition;  and  joined  a  caravan  of 
pilgrims  going  to  Mecca,  defigning 
to  accomplifh  that  pilgrimage  upon 
their  charity;  but  by  misfortune  the 
caravan  was  attacked  and  plundered 
by  a  number  of  Bedains  *,  fuperior 
to  that  of  the  pilgrims.  My  brother 
was  then  taken  as  a  (lave  by  one  of 
the  Beduins,  who  put  him  under  the 
baftinado  for  feveral  days,  to  oblige 
him  to  ranfom  himfelf.  Schacabac 
protefted  to  him  that  it  was  all  in 
vain.  "  I  am  your  flave,"  faid  hej 
you  may  difpofe  of  me  as  you  pleafe: 
but  I  declare  unto  you  that  lam  ex- 
tremely poor,  and  not  able  to  redeem 
myfelf."  In  a  word,  my  brother  dif- 
covered  to  him  all  his  misfortunes, 
and  endeavoured  to  foften  him  with 
tears:  but  the  Beduin  had  no  mercy; 
and,  being  vexed  to  find  himfelf  dif- 
appointed  of  a  confiderable  fum, 
which  he  reckoned  he  was  fare  of, 
he  took  his  knife  and  flit  my  bro- 
thers lips,  to  avenge  himfelf  by  this 
inhumanity  for  the  lof's  that  he  ima- 
gined he  had  fuftained. 
"  The  Beduin  had  a  handfome  wife; 
and  frequently,  when  he  went  on  his 
courfes,  he  left  my  brother  alone 
with  her,  and  then  (he  ufed  all  her 
endeavours  to  comfort  my  brother 
under  the  rigour  of  his  flavery:  (he 
gave  him  tokens  enough  that  (he 
loved  him;  but  he  durft  not  yield  to 
her  pafljon,  for  fear  he  mould  repent 
it,  and  therefore  he  fliunned  to  be 
alone  with  her,  as  much  as  (he  fought 
the  opportunity  to  be  alone  with 
him.  She  had  fo  great  a  cuftom  of 
toying  and  jetting  with  the  mifera- 
b!e  Schacabac,  whenever  (he  faw 
him,  that  one  day  (he  happened  to  do 
it  in  prefence  of  her  hulband.  My 
brother,  without  taking  notice  that 
he  obfervcd  them,  (fo  his  fins  would 
have  it)  jefted  likewise  with  her. 
The  Beduin  immediately  fuppofin^, 
that  they  lived  together  in  a  criminal 
manner,  fell  upon  my  brother  in  a 
rage,  and  after  he  had  mangled  him 
in  a  barbarous  manner,  he  carried 
him  on  a  camel  to  the  top  of  a  defart 
mountain,  where  he  left  him.  The 
mountain  was  on  the  way  to  Bagdad, 
fo  that  the  paffengers  who  pafled  that 


*  Vagabond  Arabians,  who  wander  in  the  defarts,  and  plunder  the  caravans  when  they 
arfe  not  ftrong  enough  to  refift  them* 

«'  road 
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c<  road,  gave  me  an  account  of  the  place 

"  where  he  was.  I  went  thither  fpeedi- 

"  ly,  where  I  found  the  unfortunate 

(  Schacabac  in  a  deplorable  condition  : 

«  I  gave  him   what  help  he  ftood  in 

<  need  of,  and   brought  him  back  to 
*  the  city. 

"  This  is  what  I  told  the  caliph," 

added  the  barber;  "  that  prince  ap- 

f  plauded  me  witli  new  fits  of  laugh- 

«  ter.     "  Now,"  faid  he,  "  I  cannot 

<  doubt  but  they  juftly  gave  you  the 
«  fiirname  of  Silent.     Nobody  can  fay 

<  the  contrary.     For  certain  reafons, 

<  however,  I  command  you  to  depart 
'  this  town  immediately,  and  let  me 
«  hear  no  more  of  your  difcourfe.     I 

"  yielded  to  neceffity,  and  went  to  tra- 
'«  vel  feveral  years  in  far  countries.  I 
««  ur.derftoodatlaft  that  the  caliph  was 
"  dead,  and  returned  to  Bagdad,  where 
<c  I  found  not  one  of  my  brethren  alive. 
"  It  was  on  my  return  to  this  town, 
«'  that  I  did  the  important  fervice  to  the 
"  fame  young  man,  which  you  have 
"  heard.  You  are,  however,  witnefs 
(t  of  his  ingratitude,  and  of  the  inju- 
'"  rious  manner  in  which  he  treated  me. 
"  Inftead  of  teftifying  his  acknowledg- 
te  ments,  he  rather  chofe  to  fly  from 
«'  me,  and  to  leave  his  own  country. 
<f  When  I  underftood  that  he  was  not 
"  at  Bagdad,  though  nobody  could 
tf  tell  me  truly  whither  he  was  gone, 
"  yet  I  did  not  forbear  to  go  and  feek. 
"  him.  I  travelled  from  province  to 
"  province  a  long  time}  and  when  I 
<(  had  given  over  all  hopes,  I  met  him 
"  this  day;  but  I  did  not  think  to  find 
tf  him  foincenfed  againft  me." 

Scheherazade  perceiving  day,  broke 
off  here;  and  continued  her  difcourfe 
next  night  thus. 


NIGHT    CLXXXIII. 

SIR, 

TH  E  taylor  made  an  end  of  telling 
the  Sultan  of  Cafgar  the  hiftory 
of  the  lame  young  man,  and  the  barber 
of  Bagdad,  after  that  manner   I  had 
the  honour  to  tell  your  majefty. 

*  When  the  barber,'  continued  he, 

*  had  finiftied  his  ftory,  we  found  that 
<  the  young  man  was  not  to  blame  for 
'  calling  him  a  great  prattler.     How- 
'  ever,  we  were  pleafed  that  he  would 

*  flay  with  us,  and  partake  of  the  ueat 


which  the  mafter  of  the  houfe  had 
prepared  for  us.  We  fat  down  to  ta- 
ble, and  were  merry  together  till  af- 
ternoon prayers;  then  all  the  compa- 
ny parted,  and  I  went  to  my  (hop, 
till  it  was  time  for  me  to  return  home. 
*  It  was  during  this  interval  that 
Hump-back  came  half  drunk  before 
my  mop,  where  hefung  and  labored. 
I  thought  that,  by  carrying  him  home 
with  me,  I  fhould  divert  my  wife; 
therefore  I  brought  him  along.  My 
wife  gave  us  a  dim  of  fi(h,  and  I  pre- 
fented  Hump-back  with  forne,  which 
he  eat  without  taking  notice  of  a 
bone.  He  fell  down  dead  before  usj 
and,  after  having  in  vain  eflayed  to 
help  him,  in  the  trouble  occafioned 
us  by  filch  an  unlucky  accident,  and 
through  the  fear  of  puniftiment,  we 
carried  the  corpfe  out,  and  dextroufly 
lodged  it  with  the  Jewifh  doctor. 
The  Jewifli  doflor  put  it  into  the 
chamber  of  the  purveyor,  and  the  pur- 
veyor carried  it  forth  into  the  ftreer, 
where  it  was  believed  the  merchant 
had  killed  him.  This,  Sir/  add- 
ed the  taylor,  *  is  what  I  had  to  fay  to 
fatisfy  your  majefty,  who  muft  pro- 
nounce whether  we  be  worthy  of  mer- 
cy or  wrath,  life  or  death.,' 
The  Sultan  of  Cafgar  looked  with  a 
contented  air,  and  gave  the  taylor  and 
his  comrades  their  lives.  '  I  cannot 
but  acknowledge,'  faid  he,  «  that  I 
am  more  amazed  at  the  hiftory  of 
the  young  cripple,  at  that  of  the 
barber,  and  at  the  adventures  of 
his  brothers,  than  at  the  ftory  of 
my  jefter:  but  before  I  fend  you  ail 
fouraway,and  before  we  bury  Hump, 
I  would  fee  the  barber,  who  is  the 
caufe  that  I  have  pardoned  you.  Sines 
he  is  in  my  capital,  it  is  eafy  to  fa- 
tisfy my  curiolity.'  At  the  fame  time 
he  fent  a  ferjeant  with  the  taylor  to  find 
him. 

The  ferjeant  and  the  taylor  went  im- 
mediately, and  brought  the  barber, 
whom  they  prefented  to  the  fultan.  The 
barber  was  an  old  man  of  ninety  years, 
his  eye-brows  and  beard  wer^  as  white 
as  fnow,  his  ears  hung  down,  and 
he  had  a  very  long  nofe.  The  fultan 
could  not  forbear  laughing  when  he 
faw  him.  *  Silent  man,"  laid  he  to  him, 

*  I  underftand  that  you  know  wonder- 

*  ful  ftories;  will  you  tell  ir.e  fome  of 
'  them?' — '   Sir,' anfwereii  the  bnrber, 
'  let  us  forbear  the  ftories,  if  you  p!  •  tfe, 

H  h  «  at 
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*  at  prefent.     I  moft  humbly  beg  your 
«  majefty  to  permit  me  to  aflc  what  that 
«  Chriftian,  that  Jew,  that  MuiTulman, 
<  and  that  dead  Hump-back,  who  lies 
'  on  the  ground,  do  here  before  your 
«  majefty.'  The  fultan  fmiled   at  the 
barber's   liberty;  and  replied — '  Why 
f  do  you  aflc?' — f  Sir,'  replied  the  bar- 
ber, *  it  concerns  me  to  aflc,  that  your 

*  majefty  may  know  I  am  not  fo  great 
e  a  talker  as  fbme  pretend,  but  a  man 
«  juftly  called  Silent.' 

Scheherazade  perceiving  day,  held 
her  peace;  and  refumed  her  difcourfe 
next  night  thus. 


NIGHT    CLXXXIV. 

SIR, 

THE  Sultan  of  Cafgar  was  fo  com- 
plaifant  as  to  fatisfy  the  barber's 
curiofity.     He  commanded  them  to  tell 
him  the  ftoryof  the  Hump-back,  which 
he  earneftly  wifhed   for.     When    the 
barber  heard  it,  he  (hook  his  head,  as 
if  he  would  fay,  there  was  fomething 
under  this  which  he  did  not  underftand. 
'  Truly,'  cried  he,  '  this  is  a  furpriz- 
«  ing  ftory ;  but  I  am  willing  to  examine 
«  Hump -back   a  little   ciofely.'     He 
drew  near  him,  fat  down  on  the  ground, 
put  his  head  between  his  knees,  and 
after  he  had  looked  upon  him  ftedfaft- 
ly,  he  fell  into  fo  great  a  fit  of  laugh- 
ter, and  had  fo  little  command  of  him - 
felf,  that   he  fell   backwards    on  the 
ground,  without  confiderrng  that   he 
was  before  the  Sultan  of  Cafgar.     As 
foon  as  he  came  to  himfelf — l  It  is 
faidj'  cried  he,  '  and  not  without  rea- 
fon,  that  no  man  dies  without  a  caufe. 
If  ever  any  hiftory  deferved  to  be  writ 
in  letters  of  gold,  it  is  this  of  Hump- 
back/ 

At  this  all  the  people  looked  on  the 
barber  as  a  buffoon,  or  a  doating  old 
man.     «  Silent  man,'  faid  the  fultan, 
fpeak  to  me:   why  do  you  laugh  fo 
hard?' — '  Sir,'  anfwered  the  barber, 
I  fwear,  by  your  Maj city's  good  hu- 
mour, that  Hump  back  is  not  dead! 
he  is  yet  alive;  and  I  (hall  be  willing 
to  pafs  for  a  madman,  if  I  do  not  let 
you  fee  it  this  minute.'     Having  faid 
thefe  words,  he  took  a  box  wherein  he 
had  feveial  medicines,  that  he  carried 
about  to  make  ufe  of  on  occafion;  and 
he  look  out  a  phial  with  baliam,  with 


which  he  rubbed  Hump-back's  neck  a 
long  time;  then  he  took  out  of  his  cafe 
a  neat  iron  inftrument,  which  he  put 
betwixt  his  teeth,  and  after  he  had  open- 
ed his  mouth,  hethruftdown  his  throat 
a  pair  of  fmall  pincers,  with  which  he 
took  out  a  bit  of  fi(h  and  bone,  which 
he  (hewed  to  all  the  people.  Immedi- 
ately Hump-back  fneezed,  ftretched 
forth  his  arms  and  feet,  and  gave  feve- 
ral  other  figns  of  life. 

The  Sultan  of  Cafgar,  and  thofe  with 
him,  who  were  witnefles  of  this  opera- 
tion, were  lefs  furprized  to  fee  Hump- 
back revive,  after  he  had  pafled  a  whole 
night  and  great  part  of  a  day  without 
giving  any  figns  of  life,  than  at  the  me- 
rit and  capacity  of  the  barber  who  per- 
formed this;  and,  notwithftanding  all 
his  faults,  began  to  look  upon  him  as  a 
great  perfon.  The  fultan,  ravifhed 
with  joy  and  admiration,  ordered  the 
ftory  of  Hump-back  to  be  writ  down, 
with  that  of  the  barber,  that  the  me- 
mory of  it  might,  as  it  deferved,  be 
preferved  for  ever.  Nor  did  he  ftop 
here;  but  that  the  taylor,  Jewi(h  doc- 
tor, purveyor,  and  Chriftian  merchant, 
might  remember  the  adventure,  which 
the  accident  of  Hump-back  had  occa- 
fioned  to  them,  with  pleafure,  he  did 
not  fend  them  away  till  he  had  given 
each  of  them  a  very  rich  robe,  with 
which  he  caufed  them  to  be  cloathed  in 
his  prefence.  As  for  the  barber,  he 
honoured  him  with  a  great  penfion,  and 
kept  him  near  his  perfon. 


Thus  the  fultanefs  finifhed  this  long 
train  of  adventures,  to  which  the  pre- 
tended death  of  Hump-back  gave  occa- 
fion; then  held  her  peace,  becaufe  day 
appeared.     Upon  which  her  fifter  Di- 
narzade  faid  to  her — 'Myprincefs,  my 
fultanefs,  I  am   fo  much   the  more 
charmed  with  the  ftory  you  juft  now 
told,  becaufe  it  concludes  with  an  in- 
cident  I  did  not  expeft.     I   verily 
thought  Hump-back  was   dead.'— 
This  furprizepleafesme/faid  Schah- 
iar,  «  as   much  as  the  adventures   of 
the  barber's  brothers.' — *  The  ftory  of 
the  lame  young  man  of  Bagdad  di- 
verted me  alfo  very  much,'  replied 
3inarzade.     <  I  am  very  glad  of  it, 
dear  fifter,'  faid  the  fultanefs;  *  and 
fince  I  have  the  good  fortune  not  to 
tire  out  the  patience  of  the  fultan  our 
lord  and  mafter,  if  his  majefty  will 
itill  be  fo  gracious  as  to  preferve  my 
'  life, 
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«  life,  I  (hall  have  the  honour  to  give 
him  an  account  to-morrow  of  the 
hiftory  of  the  amours  of  Aboulhafien 
AH  Ebn  Becar,  and  Schemfelnihar, 
favourite  of  the  Caliph  Haroun  Alraf- 
chidj  which  is  no  lefs  worthy  of  your 
notice  than  the  hiftory  of  Hump- 
back.' 

The  Sultan  of  the  Indies,  who  was 
very  well  fatisfied  with  the  ftories  that 
Scheherazade  had  told  him  hitherto,  was 
willing  to  hear  that  hiftory  which  (he 
promifed.  He  rofe,  however,  to  go  to 
prayers,  and  hold  his  council,  without 
giving  any  fignification  of  his  pleafure 
towards  the  fultanefs. 


NIGHT     CLXXXV. 

DI N  ARZ ADE  being  always  care- 
ful to  awake  her  fifter,  called  this 
night  at  the  ordinary  hour.  '  My  dear 
lifter,'  faid  fhe,  '  day  will  foon  ap- 
pear,    I  earneftly  beg  of  you  to  tell 
us  fome  of  your  fine  ftories.' — '  We 
need  no  other,'  faid  Schahriar,  «  but 
that  of  the  amours  of  Aboulhaflen 
All  Ebn  Becar,  and  Schemfelnihar, 
the  favourite  of"  Caliph  Haroun  Al- 
rafchid.' — «  Sir,'  faid  Scheherazade, 
I  will  fatisfy  your  curiofityj'  and  be- 
gan thus. 


THE  HISTORY  OF  ABOULHASSEM  ALI 
EBN  BECAR,  AND  SCHEMSELNI- 
HAR,  FAVOURITE  OF  CALIPH  HA- 
ROUN ALRASCHID. 

IN  the  reign  of  the  Caliph  Haroun  Al- 
rafchid,  there  was  at  Bagdad  a  drug- 
gift,  called  Albouflutn  Ebn  Thaher,  a 
very  rich  and  hand  fome  man.  He  had 
more  wit  and  politenefs  than  thofe  of 
his  profeflion  ordinarily  have.  His 
integrity,  fmcerity,  and  jovial  humour, 
made  him  to  be  loved  and  fought  after 
by  all  forts  of  people.  The  caliph, 
who  knew  his  merit,  had  an  entire  con- 
fidence in  him;  and  fo  great  was  his 
efteem  for  him,  that  he  entrufted  him 
with  the  care  of  providing  the  ladies  his 
favourites  with  all  things  they  ftood  in 
need  of.  He  chofe  for  them  their 
cloaths,  furniture,  and  jewels,  with  ad- 
mirable judgment. 

$is  good  qualities,  and  the  favour  of 
the  caliph,  made  the  ions  of  emirs, 
and  other  officer^of  thefirft  rank,  to  be 


always  about  him.  His  houfe  was  the 
rendezvous  of  all  the  nobility  of  the 
court.  But  among  the  young  lords 
who  went  daily  to  vifit  him,  there  was 
one  whom  he  took  more  notice  of  than 
the  reft,  and  with  whom  he  contracted 
a  particular  friend/hip,  called  Aboul- 
haffen  AH  Ebn  Becar,  originally  of  an 
ancient  royal  family  of  Perfia. ,  This 
family  had  continued  at  Bagdad  ever 
fmce  the  Muffulmen  made  a  conqueft 
of  that  kingdom.  Nature  feemed  to 
have  taken  pleafure  to  endow  this  young 
prince  with  many  of  the  rareft  qualities 
of  body  and  mind.  His  face  was  fo 
very  beautiful,  his  fliape  fo  fine,  and  his 
phyfiognomy  fo  engaging,  that  none 
could  fee  him  without  loving  him  im- 
mediately. When  he  fpoke,  he  ex- 
prerTed  himfelf  always  in  terms  proper 
and  well  chofen,  with  a  new  and  agree- 
able turn,  and  his  voice  charmed  all 
that  heard  him.  He  had  withal  fo 
much  wit  and  judgment,  that  he  thought 
and  fpoke  of  all  fubjecls  with  admira- 
ble exaclnefs.  He  was  fo  referved  and 
modeft,  that  he  advanced  nothing  till 
after  he  had  taken  all  poflible  precau- 
tions to  avoid  giving  any  ground  of 
fufpicion  that  he  preferred  his  own 
opinion  to  that  of  others. 

Being  fuch  a  perfon  as  I  have  repre- 
fented  him,  we  need  not  wonder  that 
Ebn  Thaher  diftinguifhed  him  from  all 
the  other  young  noblemen  of  the  court, 
moft  of  whom  had  vices  contrary  to 
his  virtues.  One  day,  when  the  prince 
was  with  Ebn  Thaher,  there  came  a 
lady,  mounted  on  a  pyc-balled  mule, 
in  the  midft  of  fix  women-flaves,  who 
accompanied  heron  foot,  all  very  hand- 
fome,  as  far  as  could  be  judged  by  their 
air,  and  through  the  veils  which  covered 
their  faces.  The  lady  had  a  girdle  of 
a  rofe-colour,  four  inches  broad,  em- 
broidered with  pearls  and  .diamonds  of 
an  extraordinary  bignefs;  and  as  for 
beauty,  it  was  eafy  to  perceive  that  (he 
furpafled  all  her  women,  as  far  as  rhe 
full  moon  does  that  of  two  days  old. 
She  came  to  buy  fomething;  and  when, 
me  had  fpoken  to  Ebn  Thaher,  (lie 
entered  his  /hop,  which  was  very  neat 
and  large,  and  he  received  her  with  all 
the  marks  of  the  moft  profound  refpecl, 
entreating  her  to  lit  down,  and  (hewing 
her  with  his  hand  the  moft  honourable 
place. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Prince  of  Per- 

fia,  not  being  willing  to  let  fuch  an 

H  h  a  occafjon 
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occafion  pafs  to  fhew  his  good-breeding 
and  comply  temper,  beat  up  the  cuiliion 
of  cloth  of  gold  for  the  lady  to  lean  on; 
after  which  he  retired  fpeedily,  that  fhe 
.might  fit  down;  and  having  faiuted 
her,  by  killing  the  tapeftry  under  her 
feet,  he  rcfe,  and  ftood  at  the  lower  end 
of  the  fofa.  It  being  her  cuftom  to  be 
free  with  Ebn  Thaher,  fhe  lifted  up  her 
\reil,  and  then  difcovered  to  the  Prince 
of  Perfia  fuch  extraordinary  beauty, 
that  he  was  ftruck  with  it  to  the  heart. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  lady  could  not 
contain  herfelf  from  looking  on  the 
prince,  the  fight  of  whom  had  made 
the  fame  imprefTions  upon  her.  «  My 
'  lord,'  faid  me  to  him;  with  an  oblig- 
ing air,  '  pray  fit  down.'  The  Prince 
of  Periia  obeyed,  and  fat  down  upon 
the  edge  of  the  fofa.  He  had  his  eyes 
ccnftantly  fixed  upon  her,  and  f wal- 
lowed down  large  draughts  of  the  fweet 
poifon  of  love.  She  quickly  perceived 
•what  pafTed  in  his  heart,  and  this  difco- 
•very  ferved  toenflamc  her  the  mere  to- 
wards him.  She  rofe  up,  went  to  Ebn 
Thaher,  and  after  fhe  had  v/hifpered  to 
him  the  caufe  of  her  coming,  fheaiked 
the  name  and  country  of  the  prince, 

*  Madam,1    anfwered    Ebn    Thaher, 
'  this  young  nobleman's  name  is  A- 

*  boulhaffen  Ali  Ebn  Becar,  and  he  is 
«  a  prince  of  the  blood-royal.' 

The  latly  was  ravifhed  to  hear  that 
the  perfon   fhe  already   loved   fo  paf- 
fionately  was  of  fohigb  a  quality.  *  You 
certainly  mean,'  faid  fhe,  'that  he  is 
defcended  of  the  kings  of  Perfia  ?' — 
Yes,  Madam,'  replied  Ebn  Thaher; 
vthe  laft  kings  of  Perfia  were  his  an- 
ceftors;  and  fince  theconqueftof  that 
kingdom,  the  princes  of  his  family 
have  always   made  themfelves  very 
acceptable  at  the  court  of  the   ca- 
liphs/— *  You  will  oblige  me  mush,' 
•added  fhe,  '  in  making  me  acquai 
with  this  young  nobleman.     When 
I  fend  this  worm'.n,'  faid  fhe,  point. 
ng  to  one  of  her  fiaves,  '  to  give  you 
notice  to  come  and  fee  me,  pray  bring 
him  with  you;  I  fhall  be  very  glad 
'to  diiplay  to  him  the  magnificence  of 
rny  houfe,  that  he  may  fee  that  avarice 
does  nut  reia;n  at  Bagdad  among  per- 
funs  of  quality.  You  know  very  well 
what  I  mean  j  therefore  do  not  fail, 
cthmviie  I  will  be  very  angry  with 


c  you,  and  beg  you  will  never  come 

*  hither  again  while  I  live.' 

Ebn  Thaher  was  a  man  cf  too  much 
penetration,  not  to  perceive  the  lady's 
mind  by  thefe  wor.is.  «  My  princefs  ! 

*  my  queen!'  replied  he;    «  God  pre- 
'  ferve  me  from  ever  giving  you  any 

*  occafion  of  anger  againft  me!   I  fhafl 

*  always  make  it  a  law  to  obey  your 
'  commands.'  At  this  ar.fwer,  the  lady 
bowed  to  Ebn  Thaher,  and  bid   him 
farewel  •,  and,  after  flic  had  given  a  fa- 
vourable look  to  the  Prince  of  Perfia, 
fhe  remounted  her  mule,  and  went  her 
way. 

Scheherazade  flopped  here,  to  the 
great  regret  of  the  Sultan  of  the  Indies, 
who  was  obliged  to  rife,  becaufe  day 
appeared.  She  continued  her  ilory  next 
night  as  follows. 


NIGHT     CLXXXVI. 

SIR, 

TH  E  Prince  of  Perfia  was  fo  deeply 
in  love  with  the  lady,  that  he 
looked  after  her  as  far  as  he  could  fee 
her;  and,  along  time  after  fhe  was  out 
of  fight,  he  ftill  looked  that  way.  Ebn 
Thaher  told  him,  that  feveral  perfons 
obferved  him,  and  began  laughing  to 
fee  him  in  this  pofture.  '  Alas  !'  faid. 
the  prince  to  him,  *  the  world  and  you 

*  would  have  coinpafTion  on  me,  if  you 

*  knew  that  the  fine  lady  who  is  jult 

*  now  gone  from  you,  has  carried  with 
'  her  the  belt  part  of  me,  and  that  the 

*  remaining  part  feeks  for  an  oppor- 
'  tunity  to  go  after  her.  Tell  me,  I  con-. 

*  jure  you,'  added  he,  '  what  cruel  lady 
'  this  is,  who  forces  people  to  love  her, 
'  without  giving  them  time  to  advife  ?* 
— '  My  lord,'  anfwered  Ebn  Thaher, 

*  this  is  the  famous  Schemfelnihar  *, 
'  the  principal  favourite  of  the  caliph 

*  our  mafter.' — '  She  is  juttly  fo  called,' 
added  the  prince,   «  fince  fhe  is  more 

*  beautiful  than  the  fun  at  noon-day.' 
— '  That  is  true,1  replied  Ebn  Thaherj 
{  therefore  theCommander  of  the  Faith- 

*  ful  loves,  or  rather  adores,  her:   he 
'  gave  me  exprefs  orders  to  furnifh  all 

*  that  fhe  afked  of  me,  and  to  prevent, 

*  as  much  as  poffible,  every  thing  that 
4  fhe  can  defire  of  rne.' 


This  word  fignifies  the  fun  of  the  day. 


He 
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He  fpoke  after  this  manner,  in  order 
to  hinder  him  from    engaging  in    an 
amour  which  could  not  but  prove  un- 
happy to  him  5  but  it  ferved  only  to  en- 
flame  him  the  more.      '  I   was    very 
«  doubtful,  charming  Schemfelnihar,' 
faid  he,  <  that  I  ftlould  not  be  allowed 
fo  much  as  to^think  of  you.    I  per- 
ceive well,    however,  that,  without 
hopes  of  being  loved  by  you,  I  can- 
not forbear  loving  you.    I  will  love 
you,  then;  and  blefs  my  lot,  that  I  am 
(lave  to  an  objeft  fairer  than  the  me- 
ridian fun.' 

While  the  Prince  of  Perfia  was  thus 
confecrating  his  heart  to  fair  Sehem- 
felnihar,  this  lady,  when  me  returned 
home,  thought  upon  a  way  how  (lie 
might  fee  and  have  free  converfe  with 
him.  She  no  fooner  entered  her  pa- 
lace, than  (he  fent  to  Ebn  Trnher  the 
woman  (he had  (hewn  him,  and  in  whom 
(he  had  put  all  her  confidence,  to  tell 
him  to  come  and  fee  her  without  delay, 
and  to  bring  the  Prince  of  Perfia  with 
him.  The  llave  came  to  Ebn  Thaher's 
ftiop  while  he  was  fpeaking  with  the 
prince,  and  endeavouring  to  difluade 
him,  by  very  ftrong  arguments,  from 
loving  the  caliph's  favourite.  When 
(he  faw  them  together — '  Gentlemen,' 
faid  me  to  them,  '  my  honourable 

*  miftrefs  Schemfelnihar,  the  chief  fa- 

*  vouriteof  theCommander  oftheFaith- 
'  ful,  entreats  you  to  come  to  her  pa- 
'  lace,  where  me  waits  for  you.'    Ebn 
Thaher,  to  teftify  his  obedience,  rofe 
tip  immediately,  without  anfwering  the 
flave,    and  followed  her,  though  with 
fome  reluctance.  As  for  the  prince,  he 
followed  without  reflecting    upon  the 
danger  there  might  be  in  i'uch  a  vifit: 
the  company  of  Ebn  Thaher,  who  had 
liberty  to  vifit  the  favourite  whenever 
he  pleafed,  made  the  prince  very  eafy  in 
the  matter.     They  followed  the  flave, 
who  went  a  little  before  them,  and  en- 
tered after  her  into  the  caliph's  palace, 
and  joined  her  at  the  gate  of  Schemfel- 
nihar's  little  palace,  which  was  alieady 
open  :  me  introduced  them  into  a  great 
hall,  where  (he  entreated  them  both  to 
fit  down. 

The  Prince  of  Perfia  thought  himfelf 
in  one  of  thofe  magnificent  palaces  that 
are  promifed  us  in  the  other  world  ;  he 
had  never  feen  any  thing  that  equalled 
th'e  mining  fplendour  of  the  place  he 
was  in  :  the  carpets,  cufhions,  and  other 
furniture  of  the  fofas,  the  moveablee, 


ornaments,  and  architecture,  were  all 
furprizingly  beautiful.  A  little  time 
after  Ebn  Thaher  and  he  were  fat  down, 
a  very  handfome  black  (lave  fet  before 
them  a  table  covered  with  feveral  very 
fine  difhes,  the  delicious  fmell  of  which 
made  them  judge  of  the  delicacy  of  the 
fauce.  While  they  were  eating,  they 
were  waited  upon  by  the  (lave  who  had 
introduced  them,  who  took  care  to  in  vile 
them  to  eat  of  what  (he  knew  to  be  the 
greateft  dainties  5  and  when  they  had 
done,  they  were  ferved  with  excellent 
wine  by  the  other  ilayes,  who  after- 
wards prefented  to  each  of  them  a  rine 
gold  bafon  full  of  water  to  wafli  their 
hands,  and  alfo  a  golden  pot  full  of  the 
perfume  of  aloes,  with  which  they  both 
perfumed  their  beaids  and  cloaths  :  nor 
was  odoriferous  water  forgot,  which 
the  flaves  brought  to  them  in  a  golden 
veiTel,  enriched  with  diamonds  and  ru- 
bies, made  particularly  for  that  ufe, 
and  which  they  threw  upon  their  beards 
and  faces  according  to  curlom.  Then 
they  went  to  then-  places j  but  had- 
fcarcely  fested  thernfelvts,  xvhen  the 
{lave  entreated  them  to  arife  and  follow 
her  ;  and  opening  a  gate  of  the  hall  in 
which  they  were,  they  entered  into  a 
large  faloon  of  a  marvellous  ftruclure. 
It  was  a  dome  of  the  moft  agreeable  fa- 
fhion,  fupporte'd  by  a  hundred  pillars 
of  marble,  white  as  alabatter  ;  the  bales 
and  chapiters  of  the  pillars  were  adorn- 
ed with  four-footed  beads,  and  birds 
of  feveral  forts,  gilded.  The  foot- 
carpet  of  this  noble  parlour  confided  of 
one  piece  of  cloth  of  gold,  embroidered 
with  garlands  of  rofes  in  red  and  white 
filk  ;  and  the  dome  being  painted  in 
the  fame  manner,  after  the  Arabian 
form,  was  one  of  the  moil  charming 
objects  that  eyes  ever  beheld  .•  betwixt 
each  column  was  placed  a  little  fofa 
adorned  in  the  fame  manner,  and  great 
veifels  of  china,  cryftal,  jafper,  jet, 
porphyry,  ag^te,  and  other  precious 
materials,  garni(hed  with  gold  and 
jewels  ;  the  fpaces  betwixt  the  columns 
were  fo  many  large  windows,  with  jets 
high  enough  to  lean  on,  covered  with 
the  fame  fort  of  Muff  as  the  fofas,  from 
which  was  a  profpeft  into  one  of  the 
rnoft  delightful  gardens  in  the  world, 
the  walks  of  which  being  made  of  little 
pebbles  of  different  colours,  much  re- 
fembled  the  foot-carpet 'of  the  faloon; 
fo  that  it  appeared,  both  within  and 
without,  as  il  the  dome  and  the  garden, 

with 


Scheherazade  faid  no  more  that  night, 
becatife  day  began  to  appear;  but  next 
night  continued  her  ftory  thus. 
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vith  all  their  ornaments, had  (rood  upon     *  pofTeffed  by  my  rival,  and  that  too  in 

the  fame  carpet.     The  profpecl  round     *  a  place  where  he  is  fo  potent,  that  I 

•was  thus  diverfined:    at  the  ends  of  the     '  cannot  think  rrtyfelf  fure  of  my  life 

walks  were  two  canals  of  clear  water,     «  one  moment!' 

of  the  fame  circular  figure  as  the  dome; 

one  of  which,  being  higher  than  the 

other,  emptied   itfelf    into  the  lower- 

moft,  in  form  of  a  table-cloth  ;    and 

curious  pots  of  gilt  brafs,  with  flowers 

and  greens,  were  placed  at  equal  dif- 

tances   on   the   banks   of   the   canals  5 

the  walks  lay  betwixt  great  plats  of 

ground,  planted  with  ftraight  and  bufhy 

trees,  among  which  were  thoufands  of 

birds,  whofe  notes  formed  a  melodious 

concert,  and  entertained  the  beholder 

by  fometimes  flying  about,  at  others 

by  playing1  together,  and  fometimes  by 

fighting  in  the  riir. 

The  Prince  of  Perfia  and  Ebn  Tha- 
her diverted  themfelves  fome  time  with 
viewing  the  magnificence  of  the  place, 
and  teftified  very  great  furprize  at  every 
thing  they  faw,  efpecially  the  prince, 
who  had  never  before  feen  any  thing 
to  equal  it;  and  Ebn  Thaher,  though 
he  had  been  feveral  times  in  that  de- 
li^htful  place,  yet  could  now  obferve 

to  i  •  •  ii. 

many  new  beauties  :    in  a  word,  they 
never  grew  weary  of  admiring  fo  many 
fmgular  things;  and  were  thus  agree- 
ably employed,  when  they  perceived,  at 
jfome  di (lance  from  the  dome,  a  com- 
pany of  ladies  richly  apparelled,  each 
of  them  fitting  upon  a  feat  of  Indian 
wood,  inlaid  with  filver-wirein  figures, 
with   inftruments   of  mufick    in    their 
hands,  expecting  orders  to  play.   They 
both  advanced  to  the  jet  which  fronted 
the  ladies,  and  on  the  right  they  faw  a 
large  court,vvith  a  ftair  up  from  the  gar- 
den, encompafTed  with  beautiful  apart- 
ments.    The  fl;*ve  having  retired,  and 
left  them  alone,  they  entered  into  con- 
erfation  together  :   'As  to  you,who  are 
a  wife  man,'  faid  the  Prince  of  Perfia 
o  Ebn  Thaher,  '  I  doubt  not  but  that 
you  look  with  a  great  deal  of  fatis- 
faclion  upon  all  thefe  marks  of  gran- 
deur and  power.    For  my  part,  I  do 
not  think  there  is  any  thing  in  the 
world  more  furprizing.  But  when  I 
confider  that  this  is  the  glorious  ha- 
bitation of  the  lovely  Schemfelnihar, 
and  that  he  who  keeps  her  here  is  the 
greateft  monarch  of  the  earth,  I  con. 
tefs  to  you  that  I  look  upon  myfelf  to 
be  the  moft  unfortunate  of  all  man- 
kind, and  that  no  deltiny  can  be  more 
cruel  than  mine,  in  loving  an  object 


NIGHT     CLXXXVII. 

SIR, 

T7*  B  N  Thaher,  hearing  the  Prince  of 
1"^  Perfia  fpeak,  as  1  told  your  ma- 
jefty  laft  night,  faid  to  him — '  Sir,  I 
wifh  you  could  give  me  as  good  an 
afTurance  of  the  happy  fuccefs  of  your 
amours,  as  lean  give  you  of  the  fafety 
of  your  life.  Though  this  [lately  pa- 
lace belongs  to  the  caliph,  who  built 
it  on  purpofe  for  Schemfelnihar,  called 
it  the  Palace  of  Eternal  Pleafures,  and 
that  it  makes  part  of  his  own  palace, 
yet  you  muft  know  thatthis  lady  lives 
here  at  entire  liberty;  fhe  is  not  fur- 
rounded  by  eunuchs  as  fpies  over  her; 
this  is  her  particular  houfe,  which  is 
abfblutely  at  her  difpofal :  fhe  goes 
into  the  city  when  fhe  pleafes,  and 
returns  again,  without  afking  leave 
of  any  body;  and  the  caliph  never 
comes  to  fee  her,  but  he  fends  Mef- 
rour,  the  chief  of  his  eunuchs,  to  give 
her  notice,  that  fhe  may  be  prepared 
to  receive  him.  Therefore  you  may  be 
eafy,  fend  give  full  attention  to  the 
concert  of  mufick,  which,  I  perceive, 
Schemfeinihar  is  preparing  on  puv- 
pofe  for  you.' 

Juft  as  Ebn  Thaherfpoke  thefe  words 
to  the  Prince  of  Perfia,  they  ohferv.ed 
the  favourite's  trufty  flave  coming  with 
orders  for  the  ladies  to  beginfinging  and 
playing  on  the  inftruments,  which  they 
inftantly  obeyed,  and  all  began  playing 
together  as  a  praeludium  ;  after  which, 
one  of  them  began  fmging  alone,  at  the 
fame  time  playing  admirably  well  upon 
her  lute,  having  been  before  advertifed 
of  the  fubjecT:  on  which  fhe  was  to  fing. 
The  words  were  fo  agreeable  to  the 
Prince  of  Perfia's  fentiments,  that  he 
could  not  forbear  applauding  her  at  the 
end  of  the  ftave.  *  Is  it  poffible,'  cried 
he,  '  that  you  have  the  gift  of  knowing 
'  people's  hearts,  and  that  the  know- 
«  ledge  of  what  is  in  my  mind  has  oc- 
'  cafioned  you  to  give  us  a  tafte  of  your 
<  charming  voice  by  thofe  words?  I 
«  ihould 
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«  fhould  not  exprefs  myfelf  otherwife,      was  the  moft  handfome,  bed-contrived, 
«  were  I  to  chufe!'    The  Iridy  madeno      and   moft  magnificent,  that  could  be 

thought  on. 

The  pearls,  rubies,  and  diamonds, 
with  which  fhe  was  adorned,  though 
few  in  number,  were  well-chofen,  and 
of  ineftimable  value,  and  were  difplayed 
in  elegant  order.  She  came  forward 
with  a  majefty  refembling  the  fun  in 
his  courfe  amidft  the  clouds,  which  re- 
ceive his  fplendor  without  hiding  his 
luftre,  and  feated  herfelf  on  the  filver- 
throne  that  was  brought  for  her. 

As  foon  as  the  Prince  of  Perfia  be- 
held Schemfelnihar,  nothing  elfc  could 
attract  his  notice  :    *  We  ceafe  enqiu'r- 
4  ing  after  what  we  feek,'  faid  he  to 
Ebn  Thaher,  *  when  once  we  fee  it; 
and  there  is  no  doubt  left  remaining 
when   once   the   truth    makes   itfelf 
manifeft.     Do  you  fee  this  charminsj 
beauty?  She  is  the  caufe  of  all  my- 
fufferings,  which  I  hug,  and  will  ne- 
ver forbear  bleffing  them,  how  lading" 
foever  they  may  be  !    At  the  fight  of 
this  object,  I  am  not  my  own  mafterj 
my  foul  rebels,  and  difturbs  me;  and 
I  fancy  it  has  a  mind  to  leave  me  ! 
Go,  then,  my  foul,  I  allow  thee  j  but 
let  it  be  for  the  welfare  and  preferva- 
tion  of  this  weak  body  !    It  is  you, 
cruel  Ebn  Thaher,  who  are  the  caufe 
of  this  diforder  !    You  thought  to  do 
me  a  great  pleafure  in  bringing  me 
hither,  and  I  perceive  I  am  only  come 
to  compleat  my  ruin  !     Pardon  me,* 
aid  he,   interrupting  himfelf ;    «  I  am 
miftaken  :    I   was  willing  to   come, 
and  can  blame  nobody  but  myfelf  I* 
And  at  thefe  words  he  could  not  refrain 
from  tears.     *  I  am  very  well  plea/ed,' 
faid  Ebn  Thaher,    '  that  you  do  me 

*  juftice:   when  I  told  you,  at  firft,  that 
'  Schemfelnihar  was  the  caliph's  chief 
'  favourite,  I  did  it  on  purpofe  to  pre- 
'  vent   that   fatal    paflion    which   you 

*  pleafe  yourfelf  with  entertaining  in 
4  your  breaft.     All  that  you  fee  here 
«  ought  to  difengage  you;  and  you  are 

*  to  think  on  nothing  but  of  acknow- 
'  ledgments    for    the    honour    which 
'  Schemfelnihar  was  willing  to  do  you, 
'  by  ordering  me  to  bring  you  with 

*  me.     Call  in,  then,  your  wandering; 
reafon,  and  put  yourfelf  in  a  condi" 
tion  to  appear  before  her,    as  good- 
breeding  requires.    Behold,  there  fhe 
comes!    Were  the  matter  to  begin 
again,  I  would  take  other  meafuresj 
but,  fince  the  thing  is  done,  I  wifh 

*  we 


reply,  but  went  on,  and  fung  feveral 
other  ftaves;  with  which  the  prince  was 
fo  much  affected,  that  he  repeated  fome 
of  them  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  which 
plainly  difcoveredthat  he  applied  them 
to  himfelf.  When  (he  had  made  an  end, 
flie  and  her  companions  rofe  up,  and 
fung  all  together;  fignifying  by  their 
words,  that, the  full-moon  was  going 
to  rife  in  all  her  fplendor,  and  that  they 
fhould  fpeediiy  fee  her  approach  the  fun. 
By  which  it  was  meant,  that  Schemfel- 
nihar was  juft  coming,  and  that  the 
Prince  of  Perfia  fhould  have  the  pleafure 
of  feeing  her. 

And  /in  effea,  as  they  were  looking 
towards  the  court,  they  faw  Schernfel- 
nihar's  confidante  coming  towards 
them,  followed  by  ten  black  women, 
who,  with  much  difficulty,  carried  a 
throne  of  mafTy  filver  moft  curioufly 
wrought,  which  they  fet  down  before 
them  at  a  certain  diftance;  after  which 
the  black  (laves  retired  behind  the  trees, 
to  the  entrance  of  a  walk.  After  this 
came  twenty  handfome  ladies,  all  alike 
moft  elegantly  apparelled:  they  ad- 
vanced in  two  rows,  fingingand  play- 
ing upon  inftruments  which  each  of 
them  held  in  her  hand  ;  and,  coming 
near  the  throne,  ten  of  them  fat  down 
on  each  fide  of  it. 

All  thefe  things  kept  the  Prince  of 
Perfia  and  Ebn  Thaher  in  very  great 
fufpenfe,  both  of  them  being  impatie'ht 
to  know  how  they  would  end.  In  this 
date  of  anxious  expectation,  they  faw 
ten  handfome  ladies,  very  well  drefled, 
come  out  at  the  fame  gate  from  whence 
the  ten  black  women  came,  where  they 
flopped  for  a  few  moments,  expecting 
the  favourite,  who  came  out  the  lad, 
and  placed  herfelf  in  the  midft  of 
them. 

Day-light  beginning  to  appear,  Sche- 
herazade was  obliged  to  flop;  but  next 
night  purfued  her  ftory  thus. 


NIGHT    CLXXXVIII. 

QCHEMSELNIHAR  was  eafily 
O  diftinguifhed  from  the  reft  by  her 
line  fhape  and  majeftick  air,  as  well  as 
by  a  fort  of  mantle,  of  a  very  fine  Huff 
of  gold  and  fky  -  blue,  faftened  to  her 
(houlders  over  her  other  apparel,  which 
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we  may  not  repent  of  it.  Wrhat  I 
have  farther  to  fay  to  you  is  this,  that 
Love  is  a  tra-itor,  who  may  throw  you 
into  a  pit  you  will  never  be  able  to 
wet  out  of.' 
Ebn  Thaher  had  not  time  to  fiy 
more,becaufe  Schemfelnihar  came;  and, 
fitting  down  upon  her  throne,  faluted 
them  both  with  bowing  her  head:  but 
fhe  fixed  her  eyes  on  the  Prince  of  Per- 
fia,  and  they  fpoke  to  one  another  in  a 
filent  language  intermixed  with  fighs; 
by  which,  in  a  few  moments,  they  fpoke 
more  than  they  could  have  done  by 
words  in  a  great  deal  of  time.  The 
ir.ore  Schemielnihar  looked  upon  the 
prince,  the  more  five  found  by  his  looks 
that  he  was  in  love  with  her;  and  be- 
ing thus  perfuaded  of  his  pafTion,  thought 
herfelf  the  happieft  woman  in  the  world. 
At  laft  fhe  turned  her  eyes  from  him, 
to  command  the  women  who  began  to 
fing  firft  to  come  near:  they  got  up;  and 
whilft  they  advanced,  the  black  wo- 
men, who  came  out  of  the  walk  into 
•which  they  retired,  brought  their  feats, 
and  fet  them  near  the  window,  in  the 
jet  of  the  dome,  where  Ebn  Thaher 
and  the  Prince  of  Perfia  ftood;  and 
then  they  fo  difpofed  them  on  each  fide 
the  favourite's  throne,  that  they  form- 
ed a  femicircle. 

The  women  who  were  fitting  before 
fhe  came,  took  each  of  them  their 
places  again,  with  the  permiflion  of 
Schemfelnihar,  who  ordered  them  by  a 
fign.  That  charming  favourite  chofe 
one  of  thefe  women  to  fing;  who,  after 
fhe  had  f'pent  fome  moments  in  tuning 
her  lute,  played  a  fong,  the  meaning 
whereof  was,  that  two  lovers  who  en- 
tirely loved  each  other,  and  whofe  affec- 
tion was  boundlefs,  their  hearts,  though 
in  two  bodies,  were  one  and  the  famej 
and,  when  any  thing  oppofed  their  de- 
fircs,  could  fay,  with  tears  in  their 
eyes — '  If  we  love,  becaufe  we  find  one 
'  another  amiable,  ought  we  to  be 

*  blamed   for  this?     Let  deftiny  bear 

*  the  blame.' 

Schemfelnihar  difcovered  fowell,  by 
her  eyes  and  geftures,  that  thefe  fayings 
ought  to  be  applied  toner  and  the  Prince 
of  Perfia,  that  he  could  not  contain 
himfelf;  he  arofe,  and  came  to  a  balluf- 
ter,  which  he  leaned  upon,  and  obliged 
one  of  the  women  who  came  to  fing 
to  obferve  him.  When  fhe  was  near 
him — '  Follow  me/  faid  he  to  her;  'and 
<  do  me  the  favour  to  accompany  with 


«  your  lute  a  fong  which  you  (hall  hear 
'  forthwith.'  Then  he  fung  with  an 
air  fo  tender  and  paffionate,  as  perfectly 
expreffed  the  violence  of  his  love.  As 
loon  as  he  had  done,  Schemfelnihar, 
following  his  example,  faid  to  one  of 
the  women — «  Follow  me  likewife,  and 
' '  accompany  my  voice.'  At  the  fame 
time  flie  fung  after  fuch  a  manner,  as 
farther  pierced  the  heart  of  the  Prince 
of  Perfia,  who  anfwered  her  by  a  new 
air,  as  paflionate  as  the  former. 

Thefe  two  lovers  Declared  their  mu- 
tual affection  by  their  fongs.  Schem- 
felnihar yielded  to  the  force  of  her's; 
(lie  arofe  from  her  throne,  and  advanced 
towards  the  doer  of  the  hall.  The 
prince,  who  knew  her  defign,  arofe  im- 
mediately, and  went  towards  her  in  all 
hafte.  They  met  at  the  door,  where 
they  took  each  other  by  the  hand,  and 
embraced  with  fo  much  paflion,  that 
they  fainted,  and  would  have  fallen,  if 
the  women  who  followed  them  had  not 
helped  them.  They  fupported  them, 
and  carried  them  to  a  fofa,  where  they 
were  brought  to  themfelves  again,  by 
throwing  odoriferous  water  upon  their 
faces,  and  by  giving  them  other  things 
to  fmell. 

When  they  came  to  themfelves,  the 
firft  thing  that  Schemfelnihar  did,  was 
to  look  about;  and  not  feeing  Ebn 
Thaher,  fhe  afked,  with  a  great  deal  of 
concern,  where  he  was.  He  had  with- 
drawn out  of  refpeft,  whilft  her  women 
were  apply  ing  things  to  recover  her;  and 
dreaded,  not  without  reafon,that  fome 
troublefome  confequence  might  attend 
what  had  happened:  but  as  fbon  as  he 
heard  Schemfelnihar  afk  for  him,  he 
came  forward,  and  preiented  himfelf 
before  her. 

Here  the  fultanefs  gave  over  till  the 
next  night,  becaufe  day  appeared;  and 
then  returned  the  ftory  as  follows. 


NIGHT    CLXXXIX. 

QCHEMSELNIHAR  was  very 

O  well  plea  fed  to  fee   Ebn  Thaher, 

and  exprefled  her  joy  in  thefe  terms: 

Kind  Ebn  Thaher,  I  do  not  know 

how  to  make  amends  for  the  great 

obligations  you  have  put  upon  me  : 

without  you  I  mould  never  havefeen 

the  Prince  of  Perfia,  nor  have  loved 

that  which  is  the  mail  amiable  thing 

<  in 
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in  the  world: -but  you  may  sfTure 
yourfelf,  however,  that  I  (hall  not  die 
ungrateful,   and  that   my    acknow- 
ledgment, if  poflible,  (hall  be  equal 
to  the  obligation.'     Ebn  Thaher  an- 
fwered  this  compliment  by  J  low  bow, 
and  wiihed   the   favourite  the  j.ccom- 
pliftiment  of  all  her  tie  fires. 

Schemfclnihar,  turning  towards  the 
Prince  of  Perfia,  who  fat  by  her,  and 
looking  upon  him   with  fume  fort  of 
confufion,  afjer  what   had   palled   be- 
tween them,   laid  to  him — «  Sir,  I  am 
very  well  affured  you  We  me;  and, 
how  great  foever  your  love  may  be  to 
me,  you  need  not  doubt  but  mine  is 
as  great  towards  you:  but  let  us  not 
flatter  ourfelves;   for,  though  we  be 
both  agreed,   yet  I  fee  nothing  for 
you  and  me  but  trouble,  impatience, 
and  .tormenting  grief.     There  is  no 
other  remedy  for  our  evils,   but  to 
love  one  another  conftantly,  to  refer 
ourfelves  to  the  diipof.il  of  Heaven, 
and  to  expefl  till  it  (hall  determine 
our  deftmy.' — «  Madam,'  replied  the 
Prince  of  Perfia,   *  you  will  do  me  the 
greateit  injuftice  in  the  world  if  you 
doubt  but  one  moment  of  the  conti- 
nuance of  my  love.      It  is  fo  united 
to  my  foul,  that  I  can  juftly  fay,  it 
makes  the  beft  part  of  it,  and  that  I 
mall  perfeverein  it  after  death.  Pains, 
torments,  obftacles,  nothing  /hall  be 
capable  of  hindering  me  to  love  you.' 
Speaking  the&  words,  he  fhed  tears  in 
abundance,  and  Schemfelnihar  was  not 
able  to  reftrain  hers. 

Ebn  Thaher  took  this  opportunity 
to  fpeak  to  the  favourite.     '  Madam,' 
Xaid  he,  <  allow  me  to  reprefent  to  you, 
that,  inftead  of  breaking  forth  into 
tears,,  you  ought  to  rejoice  that  you 
are  together.     I  underltand  not  this 
grief.     What  will  it  be  when  you  are 
obliged  to  part  ?     But  why  do  I  talk 
of  that?    We  have  been  a  long  while 
here;   and  you  know,  Madam,  that 
it  is  time  for  us  to  be  going.' — «  Ah, 
how  cruel  are  you!'  replied  Scbem- 
elnihar.     <  You,  who  know  the  caufe 
of  my  tears,  have  you  no  pity  for  my 
unfortunate  condition  ?     Oh,  fad  fa- 
tality!    What  have  I  done  to  be  fub- 
jeft   to  the  fevere  law  of  not  being 
able  to  enjoy  the  only  thing  I  love  ?' 
She  being  perfuaded  that  Ebn  Tha- 
her (poke  to  her  only  out  of  friendship, 
did  not  take  amifs  what  he  faid  to  her, 
.but  made  a  right  ufe.of  it.    Then  ftie 


made  a  ilgn  to  the  flave,  her  confidante, 
\\\-o  immediately  went  out,  and  in  a 
!:".le  time  brought  a  collation  of  fiuit, 
u' on  a  (mall  iilver  table,  which  (lie  let 
clown  between  her  miftrefs  and  the 
Prince  of  Perfia.  Schemfelnihar  took 
forne  of  the  belt,  and  prefented  to  the 
prince,  and  prayed  him  to  eat  it  for  her 
fake:  he  took  it,  and  put  that  part  to  his 
mouth  which  (he  touched;  and  then  he 
prefented  fome  to  her,  which  (he  took, 
and  eat  in  the  fame  manner.  She  did 
not  forget  to  invite  Ebn  Thaher  to  eat 
with  them;  but  he  thinking  hiinffclf  not 
fafe  in  that  place,  eat  only  out  of  com- 
plaifance.  After  the  collation  was 
taken  away,  they  brought  a  filver  ba- 
fon,  with  water  in  a  venel  of  gold,  and 
warned  together;  they  afterwards  re- 
turned to  their  places,  and  then  three 
of  the  ten  black  women  brought  each 
of  them  a  cup  of  rock  cryftal  full  of 
curious  wine,  upon  a  golden  falver, 
which  they  fet  down  before  Schemfel- 
nihar, the  Prince  of  Perfia,  and  Ebn 
Thaher.  That  they  might  be  more 
private,  Schemfelnihar  kept  with  her 
only  ten  black  women,  with  ten  others 
who  began  to  ling  and  play  upon  in- 
ftruments;  and  after  (he  had  fent  away 
all  the  reft,  ihe  took  up  one  of  the  cups, 
and  holding  it  in  her  hand,  fung  fome 
tender  expredions,  which  one  of  her 
women  accompanied  with  her  lute. 
Whe-:  (lie  had  done,  (he  drank;  and  af- 
terwards took  up  one  of  the  other  cups, 
and  prefented  it  to  the  prince,  praying;; 
him  to  drink  for  the  love  of  her,  as  (lie 
had  drarrk  for  the  love  of  him.  He 
received  the  cup  with  a  tranfportof  love 
and  joy:  but  before  he  drank,  he  fung 
alfo  a  fong,  which  another  woman  ac- 
companied with  an  inftrument ;  and  as 
he  fung,  the  tears  fell  from  his  eyes  in 
fuch  abundance,  that  he  could  not  for- 
bear exprelTing  in  his  fong,  that  he 
knew  not  whether  he  was  going  to  drink 
the  wine  (he  had  preiemed  to  him  or 
his  own  teats.  Schemfelnihar  at  laft 
prefented  the  t^ird  cup  to  Ebn  Thaher, 
who  thanked  her  for  her  kindnefs,  and 
for  the  honour  (hedid  him. 

Alter  tins  me  took  a  lute  from  one 
of  her  women,  and  fung  to  it  in  fuch  a 
paflionate  manner,  as  befpoke  her  to  be 
befide  herfeif,  thePrincc  of  Perfia  ftand- 
jng  with  his  eyes  fixed  upon  her,  as  if  he 
had  been  enchanted.  As  thefe  things 
pafied,  her  trufty  flave  arrived  all  in  a 
fright  j  and,  addreiling  herfeif  to  her 
1  i  miftrefs , 
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miftrefs,  faid — *  Madam,  Mefrour,  and 
'  two  other  officers,  with  feveral  eu- 
*  nuchs  that  attend  them,  are  at  the 
«  gate,  and  want  to  fpeak  with  you 
«  from  the  caliph.'  When  the  Prince 
of  Perfia  and  Ehn  Thaher  heard  thefe 
words,  they  changed  colour,  and  be- 
gan to  tremble,  as  if  they  had  been  un- 
done ;  but  Schemfelnihar,  who  per- 
ceived it,  recovered  their  courage  by  a 
fmile. 

Here  Scheherazade  broke  offtill  next 
night,  when  fhe  refumed  the  ftory  thus. 


NIGHT    CXC. 


FTER 


:mfelnihar  had  qui- 


jL  eted  the  Pruice  of  Perfia  and  Ebn 
Thaher's  fears,  (he  ordered  the  flave, 
her  confidante,  to  go  and  entertain  Mef- 
rour and  the  two  other  officers  till  fhe 
was  in  a  condition  to  receive  them,  and 
fend  to  her  to  bring  them  in.  Imme- 
diately fhe  ordered  all  the  windows  of 
the  faloon  to  be  fhut,  and  the  painted 
cloth  on  the  fide  of  the  garden  to  be  let 
down;  and  after  having  affured  the 
prince  and  Ebn  Thaher  that  they  might 
continue  there  without  fear,  fhe  went 
out  at  the  gate  leading  to  the  garden, 
and  fhut  it  upon  them:  but,  whatever 
aflurance  fhe  had  given  them  of  their  . 
being  fafe,  they  we  re  much  terrified  all 
the  while  they  were  there. 

As  foon  as  Schemfelnihar  was  in  the 
garden  with  the  women  that  followed 
her,  fhe  ordered  all  the  feats  which 
ferved  the  women  who  played  on  the 
inftrurnents  to  be  fetnear  the  window, 
where  Ebn  Thaher  and  the  Prince  of 
Perfia  heard  them;  and  having  got 
things  in  order,  fhe  fat  down  upon  a 
filver  throne:  then  fhe  fent  by  the  flave, 
her  confidante,  to  bring  in  the  chief  of 
the  eunuchs,  an^  his  fubaltern  officers 
with  him. 

They  appeared,  followed  by  twenty 
black  eunuchs,  all  handfomely  cloath- 
ed,  with  fcymetars  by  their  fides,  and 
gold  belts  of  four  inches  broad.  As 
foon  as  they  perceived  the  favourite 
Schemfelnihar  at  a  diftance,  they  made 
her  a  profound  reverence,  which  fhe  re- 
turned them  from  her  throne.  When 
they  came  near,  fhe  got  up  and  went  to 
yneet  Mefrour,  who  came  firft.  She 
afked  v/hat  news  he  brought.  He  an- 
fwered—'  Madam,  the  commander  of 


the  Faithful  has  fent  me  to  fignify 
that  he  cannot  live  longer  without 
feeing  you;  he  defigns  to  come  and 
fee  you  to-night,  and  I  come  before- 
hand  to  give  you  notice,  that  you  may 
be  ready  to  receive  him.  He  hopes, 
Madam,  that  you  long  as  much  to 
fee  him,  as  he  is  impatient  to  fee 
you.'  - 

Upon  tfiis  difcourfe  of  Mefrour,  the 
favourite  Schemfelnihar  proftrated  her- 
felf  to  the  ground,  as  a  mark  of  that 
fubmiffion  with  which  fhe  received  the 
caliph's  order.  When  fhe  rofe  up 
again,  fhe  faid—*  Pray  tell  the  com- 
«  mander  of  the  Faithful,  that  I  fhall 

*  always  reckon  it  my  glory  to  execute 
'  his  majefty's  commands,  and  that  his 

*  flave  will  do  her  utmoft  to  receive  him 

*  with  all  the  refpecl:   that  is  due  to 

*  him.'     At  the  fame  time  fhe  ordered 
the  flave,her  confidante,to  tell  the  black 
women  appointed  for  that  fervice  to 
get  the  palace  ready  to  receive  the  ca- 
liph ;  and  difmiffing  the  chief  of  the 
eunuchs,  faid  to  him — '  You  fee  it  re- 
quires fome   time  to  get  all  things 
ready,  therefore  I  pray  you  to  take 
care  that  his  majefty  may  have  a  lit- 
tle patience,  that  when  he  arrives  he 
may  not  find  things  out  of  order.' 
The  chief  of  the  eunuchs  and  his  re- 
tinue being  gone,    Schemfelnihar  re- 
turned to  the  faloon,  extremely  con- 
cerned at  the  neceffity  fhe  was  under  of 
fending  back  the  Prince  of  Perfia  fooner 
than  fhe  thought  to  have  done.     She 
came  up  to  him  again,  with  tears  in 
her  eyes,  which  heightened  Ebn  Tha- 
her s   fear,  who  thought  it   no  good 
omen.     *  Madam,'  faid  the  prince  to 
her,  '  I  perceive  you  are  come  to  tell 

me  that  we  muft  part :  provided  there 
be  nothing  more  to  dread,  I  hope 
Heaven  will  give  me  the  patience 
which  is  neceffary  to  fuppcrt  your 
abfence.'— *  Alas,  my  dear  heart, 
my  dear  foul/  replied  the  tender- 
icarted  Schemfelnihar,  *  how  happy 
do  I  think  you,  and  how  unhappy  do 
I  think  myfelf,  when  I  compare  your 
lot  with  my  fad  deftiny!  No  dpubt 
you  will  fufter  by  my  abfence;  but 
that  is  all,  and  you  may  comfort 
yourfelf  with  the  hopes  of  feeing  me 
again:  but  as  forme,  juft  Heaven! 
what  a  terrible  trial  am  I  brought  to! 
I  muft  not  only  be  deprived  of  the 
fight  of  the  only  perfon  whom  I  love, 
but  I  rnuft  be  tormpnted  with  the 
f  ficht 
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fight  of  one  whom  you  have  made 
hateful  to  me.  Will  not  the  arrival 
of  the  caliph  put  nee  in  mind  of  your 
departure  ?  And  how  can  I,  when 
I  think  of  your  fweet  face,  entertain 
that  prince  with  that  joy  which  he 
always  obferved  in  my  eyes  when- 
ever he  came  to  fee  me  ?  I  (hall  have 
my  mind  wavering  when  I  fpeak  to 
him;  and  the  leaft  complaifance 
which  I  (hew  to  him,  willftab  me  to 
the  heart  -like  a  dagger.  Can  I  re- 
lilh  his  kind  words  and  carefles  ? 
Think,  prince,  lo  what  torments  I 
mall  be  expofed  when  I  can  fee  you 
no  more!'  Her  tears  and  fighs  hin- 
dered her  to  go  on;  and  the  Prince  of 
Perfia  would  have  replied  to  her,  but 
his  own  grief,  and  that  of  his  miftrefs, 
made  him  incapable  of  doing  it. 

Ebn  Thaher,  whofe  chief  bufinefs 
was  to  get  out  of  the  palace,  was 
obliged  to  comfort  them,  and  to  exhort 
them  to  have  patience.  But  the  trufty 
ilave  interrupted  them  :  *  Madam,'  faid 
(he  to  Schemfelnihar,  *  you  have  no 
'  time  to  lofe,  the  eunuchs  begin  to 
'  arrive,  and  you  know  the  caliph  will 
'  be  here  immediately.' — *  O  Heaven,' 
'  how  cruel  is  this  feparation!'  cried 
the  favourite.  '  Make  hafte,'  faid  me 
to  the  confidante,  '  carry  them  both  to 
'  the  gallery  which  looks  into  the  gar- 
«  den  on  the  one  fide,  and  to  the  Ti- 
'  gris  on  the  other;  and  when  the  night 
«  grows  dark,  let  them  out  by  the 

*  back-gate,  that  they  may  retire  with 

*  fafety.'     Having fpoke  thus,  (he  ten- 
derly embraced  the  Prince  of  Perfia, 
without  being  able  to   lay  one  word 
more,  and  went  to  meet  the  caliph  in 
fuch  diforder  as  cannot  well  be  ima- 
gined. 

In  the  mean  time  the  trufty  flave  car- 
ried the  prince  and  Ebn  Thaher  to  the 
gallery,  as  Schemfelnihar  had  appoint- 
ed ;  and  having  brought  them  in,  left 
them  there,  and  (hut  the  door  upon 
them,  after  having  affured  them  that 
they  had  nothing  to  fear,  and  that  (he 
would  come  for  them  when  it  was  time. 

Here  Scheherazade  broke  off,  and 
next  night  purfued  the  (lory  thus. 

NIGHT    CXCI. 


CjIR,   (continued  (he)    Schemfelni- 


har's  trufty  (lave  leaving  the  Prince 
I  Perfia  and  Ebn  Thaher,  they  forgot 


(he  had  aflured  them  that  they  needed 
not  to  be  afraid  :  they  fearched  all  the 
gallery,  and  were  feized  with  extreme 
fear,  becaufe  they  knew  no  place  where 
they  might  efcape,  in  cafe  the  caliph,  or 
any  of  his  officers,  mould  happen  to 
come  there. 

A  great  light,  which  came  on  a  fud- 
den  from  the  fide  of  the  garden  through 
the  windows,  caufed  them  to  approach 
to  fee  from  whence  it  came.  It  was 
occafioned  by  a  hundred  flambeaux  of 
white  wax,  carried  by  as  many  young 
eunuchs;  thefe  were  followed  by  as  ma- 
ny others,  who  guarded  the  ladies  of 
the  caliph's  palace,  cloaihed,  and  armed 
with  fcymetars,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
thofe  I  fpoke  of  before;  and  the  caliph 
came  after  them,  betwixt  Mefrour,  their 
captain,  on  his  right,  and  the  Vaffif, 
their  fecond  officer,  on  his  left-hand. 

Schemfelnihar  waited  for  thecalipfi 
at  the  entry  of  an  alley,  accompanied 
with  twenty  women,  all  offurprizing 
beauty,  adorned  with  necklaces  and 
ear-rings  of  large  diamonds,  and  feme 
of  them  had  their  whole  heads  covered 
with  them.  They  played  upon  their 
instruments,  and  made  a  charming  con- 
cert. The  favourite  no  fooner  (aw  the 
prince  appear,  but  (he  advanced,  and 
proftrated  herfelf  at  his  feet:  and  while 
(he  was  doing  this — '  Prince  of  Perfia,' 
faid  (he  within  herfelf,  *  if  your  fad 

*  eyes  bear  witnefs  to  what  I  do,  judge 

*  of  my  hard  lot:  if  I  was  humbling 
«  myfelf  fo  before  you,  my  heart  (hould 
'  feel  no  reluflance." 

The  caliph  wasravifiied  to  fee  Schem- 
felnihar. '  Rife,  Madam,'  faid  he  to 
her;  *  come  near  :  I  am  angry  that  I 
'  (hould  have  deprived  myfelf  fo  long 

*  of  the  pleafure  of  feeing  you.'     As 
he  fpoke  thus,  he  took  her  by  the  hand, 
and,    after  abundance  of  tender   ex- 
prefllons,  he  went  and  fat  down  upon  a 
filver    throne     which     Schemfelnihar 
caufed  to  be  brought  for  him,  and  (he 
fat  down  upon  a  feat  before  him,  and 
the  twenty  women  made  a  circle  round 
about  them  upon  other  feats,  while  the 
young  eunuchs,  who  carried  flambeaux, 
difperfed  themfelves  at  a  certain  dif- 
tance  from  each  other,  that  the  caliph, 
might  enjoy  the  cool  of  the  evening  the 
better. 

When  the  caliph  fat  down,  he  looked 

round  him,  and  beheld  with  great  fa- 

tisfaclion   a   great  many  other  lights 

befides    thofe    flambeaux    which    the 

I  i  a  young 
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young  eunuchs  held:  but  taking  notice 
that  the  faioon  was  (hut,  was  aftoniflied 
thereat,  and  demanded  thereafon.  It 
v/as  done  on  purpofe  to  furprize  him; 
for  he  had  no  fooner  fpoken,  than  the 
•Windows  were  all  opened  at  once,  and 
he  faw  it  illuminated  within  and  with- 
out, in  a  much  better  manner  than  ever 
he  had  feen  it  before.  *  Charming 

*  Schernfelnihar,'  cried  he  at  this  fight, 
'   I  underrtand   you;    you  Would  have 
'  me  to  know  there  are  as  fine  nights 

*  as  days.     After  what  I  have  feen,  I 
'  cannot  diibwn  it.' 

Let  us  return  to  the  Prince  of  Per- 
fia  and  Ebn  Thaher,  whom  we  left  in 
the  gallery.  Ebn  Thaher  could  not 
enough  admire  all  that  he  faw.  '  I  am 
'  not  very  young,'  faid  he ; '  and  I  have 

*  feen  great  entertainments  in  my  time  ; 
'  but  I  do  not  think  any  thing  can  be 
'  feen  fo  furprizing  and   magnificent. 
'  All  that  is  faid  of  enchanted  pahces 
'  does  no  way  come  near  this  prodi- 

*  gious  fpeclacle  we  now  fee.  O  ftrange  ! 

*  what  riches  and  magnificence  toge- 
'«  ther! 

The  Prince  of  Pei  fia  was  nothing  at 
all   moved   with    thofe  objects    which 
were  fo  pleafant  to  Ebn  Thaher;    he 
could  look  on  nothing  but  Schernfel- 
nihar;  and  the  prefence  of  the  caliph 
threw  him  into  an  inconceivable  grief. 
Dear  Ebn  Thaher,'  faid  he,  '  would 
to  God  I  had  my  mind  as  free  to  ad- 
mire thefe  things  as  you!    But,  alas! 
I   am  in  a  quite  different  condition; 
all  thofeobje&s  ferve  only  to  increafe 
my  torment.     Can  I  fee  the  caliph 
cheek  to  cheek  with  her  that  I  love, 
and  not  die  o'f  grief?     Muft  fuch  a 
paffionate  love  as  mine  be  dijlurbed 
with  fo  potent  a  rival?     O  heavens, 
how  cruel  and  ftrange  is  my  deftiny  ! 
It  is  but  a  moment  fince  I  efteemed 
myfelf  the  moft  fortunate  lover  in  the 
world;  and  at  this  inftant  I  feel  my 
heart  fo  ftruck,  that  it  is  like  to  kill 
me.     I  cannot  refift  it,  my'dear  Ebn 
Thaher;  my  patience  is  at  an  end; 
my  diftemper  overwhelms  me,  and  my 
courage  fails.'     While  he  was  fpeak- 
ing,  he  faw  fomething  pafs  in  the  gar- 
den, which  obliged  him  to  keep  filence, 
and  to  turn  all  his  attention  that  way. 

The  caliph  had  ordered  one  of  the 
women,  who  was  near  him,  to  play  on 
her  lute,  and  (he  began  to  fing.  The 
words  that  me  fung  were  very  paflion- 
atej  and  the  caliph  was  perfuaded  that 


(he  fung  thus  by  order  of  Schernfelni- 
har, who  had  frequently  entertained 
him  with  the  like  teftimonies  of  her 
affection;  therefore  he  interpreted  all  in 
his  own  favour.  But  this  was  not 
now  Schemfelnihar's  meaning;  (heap- 
plied  it  to  her  dear  Ali  Ebn  Becarj 
and  was  fo  fenfibly  touched  with  grief, 
to  have  before  her  an  object  whofe  pre- 
fence (he  could  no  longer  enjoy,  that 
(he  fainted  and  fell  backwards  upon 
her  feat ;  which,  having  no  arms  to  fup- 
port  her,  (he  mnft  have  fallen  down, 
had  not  fome  of  the  women  helped  her 
in  time;  after  which  they  took  her  up, 
an<J  carried  her  into  the  faioon. 

Ebn   Thaher,  who  was  in  the  gal- 
lery, being  furprized  at  this  accident, 
turned   towards  the  Prince  of  Perfia; 
but,  inftead  of  feeing  him   ftand   and 
look  through  the  window  as  before,  he 
was  extremely  amazed  to  fee  him  fallen 
down  at  his  feet,  and  without  motion. 
He  judged  it  to  proceed  from  the  vio- 
lence of  that  prince's  love  to  Schernfel- 
nihar, and  admired  the  ftrange  effect  of 
fympathy,  which  put  him  into  a  mor- 
tal fear,  becaufe  of  the  place  they  wer* 
in.     In  the  mean  time,  he  did  all  he 
could  to  recover  the  prince,  but  in  vain. 
Ebn  Thaher  was  in    this  perplexity, 
when  Schemfelnihar's  confidante  open- 
ed the  gallery  door,  and  came  in  out  of 
breath,  as   one  who  knew  not  where 
fhe  was.    '  Come  fpeedily,'  cried  /he, 
that  I  may  let  you  out.     All   is  in 
confuuon   here;  and  I  fear  this  will 
be   the  laft    of  our   days.' — •'    Ah, 
how  would  you  have  us  go!'  replied 
2bn  Thaher,  with  a  mournful  voice. 
Come  near,  I  pray  you,  and  fee  what 
a  condition  the  Prince  of  Petfia  is 
in.'     When  the  (lave  faw  him  in  a 
fwoon,  (he  ran  for  water  in  all  hafte, 
and  returned  in  an  inftant. 

At  laft,  the  Prince  of  Perfia,  after 
they  had  thrown  water  on  his  face,  re- 
covered hisfpirits.  *  Prince,'  faid  Ebn 
Thaher  to  him,  *  we  run  the  rifque  of 

*  being  deftrojed  if  we  ftay  here  any 
«  longer;  let  us  therefore  endeavour  to 

*  fave  our  lives.'     He  was    fo  feeble 
that  he  could  not  rife  alone.  Ebn  jTha- 
her  and  the  confidante  lent  him  their 
hands,  and  fupported  him  on  each  fide. 
They  came  to  a  little  iron  gate  which 
opened  towards   the  Tigris,  went  out 
at  it,  and  came  to  the  fide  of  a  little  ca- 
nal which  had  a  communication  with 
the  river.     The  confidante  clapped  her 

hands, 
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great  deal  of  trouble  to  bring  the  man 
to  reafon:  beiides,  we  went   out  ot" 
the  vVay;  and  that  is  the  reafon  we  are 
fo   late.     In   our  return  home,    thi* 
;J,  for  whom  I  hive  all  pofii- 
ble  re/pcct)  was  attacked  by  a  fudtlen 
dirtcrnper  ;  which  made  me  take  the  li- 
berty of  calling  at  your  houfe,  flatter- 
ing mylelf  th;at  you  would  be  pleafed 
to  give  us  quarters  for  this  night.' 
Ebn  Thaher's  friend,  who  believed 
all  this,  told  them  they  were  welcome} 
and  offered  the  Prince  of  Perfia,  whom 
he  knew  not,  all  the  afUftance  he  could 
deiire  :   but  Ebn  Thah'er  fpoke  for  the 
piince,    and    laid  that    his    diiiernper 
was  of  a  nature  that  required   nothing 
but    reft.     His   friend    underftocd    by 
this  that  theydsfired  to  go  to  bed.    Oa 
which  he  conduced  them  to  an  apart- 
ment, where  he  left  them. 

Though  the  Prince  of  Periia  flept, 
he  had  troublefome  dreams,  which  re- 
prefented   Schemfelnihar  in  a  fwoon  at 
the  caliph's  feet,  and  increafed  his  af- 
fliction.    Ebn  Thaher  was  very  impa- 
tient to  be  at  home,  and  doubted  not 
but  his  family  were  in  greattrouble,  be- 
caufe  he  never  ufed  to  lie  abroad.     He 
arofc  and  departed  early  in  the  morn- 
ing,   after  he  had   taken  leave  of  his 
friend,  who  rofe  at  break  of  day  to  fay 
his  prayers.     At  laft  he  came  home; 
and  the  firft  thing  the  Prince  of  Per/ia 
dij,  who  had  walked  fo  far  with  much 
trouble,  was  to  lie  down  upon  a  fofa, 
as  weary  as  if  he  had  gone  a  long  jour- 
ney.    Not  being  in  a  condition  to  go 
home,  Ebn  Thaher  ordered  a  chamber 
to  be  made  ready  for  him,  and  ient  to 
acquaint   his  friends  with  his  condi- 
tion, and  where  he  was.     In  the  mean 
time,  he  begged  him  to  ccmpofe  him- 
feif,  to  command  in  his  houie,  and  i& 
order  things  as  he  pleafed.     *  I  thanJc 
you  heartily  for  thefe  obliging  of- 
fers,' faid  the  Prince  of  Peilia;  «  but, 
that  I  may  not  be  any  way  trouble- 
fome to  you,  I  conjure  you  to  deal 
with  me  as  if  I  was  not  at  your  houie. 
I  would  not  ftay  one  moment,  if  I 
thought   my  pre fence  would  incom- 
mode you  in  the  'eahV 
As  foon  as  Ebn  Thaher  had  time  to 
recollecl  himfelf,  he  told  his  family  all 
that  had  paffeJ  at  Schemfdnihar's  pa- 
lace, and  concluded  by  thanking  God, 
who  had  delivered  him  from  the  dan- 
ger he  was  in.    The  Prince  of  Peril  a"  s 
principal  domeiticks   came  to  receive 

bii 


hands,  and  immediately  a  little  boat 
appeared,  and  came  towards  them  with 
one  rower.  Ali  Ebn  Becar  and  his 
comrade  went  aboard,  and  the  trufty 
Have  ftaid  at  the  fide  of  the  canal.  As 
foon  as  the  prince  fat  down  in  the  bo3t, 
he  ftretched  out  one  hand  towards  the 
palace,  and  laid  his  ether  upon  his 
beart.  '  Dear  object  of  my  foul,1  cried 
he  with  a  feeble  voice,  «  receive  my 
«  faith  with  this  hand,  while  I  affure 
<  you  with 'the  other,  that  n;y  hen  it 
«  fhall  for  ever  preferve  the  fire  with 
«  which  it  burns  for  you.' 

Here  Scheherazade,  perceiving  day, 
held  her  peace;  and  the  next  night  re- 
lumed her  ftory  thus. 


NIGHT-  CXCII. 

IN  the  mean  time  the  boatman  rowed 
with  all  his  might;  and  Schemfel- 
nihar's  triifty  fiave  accompanied  the 
Prince  of  Perfia  and  Ebn  Thaher,  walk- 
ing along  the  fide  of  the  canal,  until 
they  came  to  the  Tigris;  and  when  me 
could  go  no  farther,  1'he  took  her  fare- 
wel  of  them,  and  returned. 

The  Prince  of  Perfia  continued  very 
feeble.     Ebn  Thaher  comforted  him, 
and    exhorted    him   to  take   courage. 
Conilder,'  faid  he  to  him  '  that,  when 
we  ai  e  landed,  we  have  a  great  way  to 
go  before  we  come  to  my  houfe;  and 
I  would  not  advife  you  to  go  to  your 
lodgings,  which  are  a  great  deal  far- 
ther ti.srvmine,   at  this  hour,  and  in 
this   condition.'     At  laft  they  went 
out  of  the  boat ;  but  the  prince  had  fo 
little  ftrength  that  he  could  not  walk  j 
which  put  Ebn  Thaher  into  gre^t  per- 
plocity.     He    remembered    he   had    a 
fritnd  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  car- 
ried the  prince  thither  with  great  diffi- 
culty.    His  friend  received  them  very 
cbearfully;  and,  when  he  made  them 
lif  down,  he  afked  them  where  they  had 
been  fo  late.     Ebn  Thaher  anfwered 
h-im — '  I  was  this  evening  with  a  man 
who  owed  me  a  confiderable  fom  of 
money,  and  defigned  to  go  along  voy- 
age.    I  was  unwilling  to  lofe  time  to 
find  him;  and  by  the  way  I  met  with 
this  young  nobleman  whom  you  fee, 
and  to  whom  I  am  under  a  thoufand 
obligations;  for,  knowing  my  debtor, 
s  do  me  the  favour  of 


he  would  needs 

going  along  with    me. 


W*  had  a 
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his  orders  at  Ebn  Thaller's  houfe;  and 
in  a  little  time  there  arrived  feveral  of 
his  friends,  who  had  notice  of  his  in- 
difpofition. ,  Thofe  friends  patted  the 
greateft  part  of  the  day  with  him;  and, 
though  their  converfation  could  not  ex- 
tinguifh  thofe  fad  ideas  which  were  the 
caufe  of  his  trouble,  yet  it  gave  him 
fbme  relief.  He  would  have  taken  his 
leave  of  Ebn  Thaher  towards  the  even- 
ing; but  this  faithful  friend  found  him 
ftill  fo  weak,  that  he  obliged  him  to 
ftay  till  next  day;  and  in  the  mean 
time,  to  divert  him,  he  gavehim  a  con- 
cert of  vocal  and  inftrumental  mufick 
in  the  evening;  but  this  concert  ferved 
only  to  put  him  in  mind  of  the  pre- 
ceding night,  and  renewed  his  trouble, 
inftead  of  affuaging  it;  fo  that  next 
day  his  diftcmper  feemed  to  increafe. 
Upon  this,  Ebn  Thaher  did  not  oppofe 
his  going  home,  but  took  care  to  ac- 
company him  thither ;  and  when  he 
was  with  him  alone  in  his  chamber,  he 
reprefented  to  him  all  thofe  arguments 
which  might  influence  him  to  a  gene- 
rous endeavour  to  overcome  that  paf- 
fion,  which,  in  the  end,  vwuld  neither 
prove  lucky  to  himfelf  nor  to  the  fa- 
vourite. '  Ah,dearEbiyThaherr  cried 
the  prince,  *  how  eafy  is  it  for  you  to 
give  this  advice,  but  how  hard  is  it 
for  me  to  follow  it '  I  am  feniible  of 
it's  importance,  but  am  not  able  to 
profit  by  it.  I  have  faid  it  already, 
that  I  fhall  carry  with  me  to  the  grave 
the  love  that  I  bear  to  Schemfelni- 
har.' When  Ebn  Thaher  faw  that 
he  could  not  prevail  on  the  prince,  he 
took  his  leave  of  him,  and  would  have 
retired. 

Scheherazade  feeing  day  begin  to  ap- 
pear, held  her  peace  ;  but  next  night 
refumed  her  difcourfc  thus. 


NIGHT     CXGIII. 

THE  Prince  of  Perfia  detained  him; 
and  faid  — '  Kind  Ebn  Thaher, 
fmce  I  have  declared  to  you  that  it  is 
not  in  my  power  to  follow  your  wife 
counfels,  I  beg  you  would  not  charge 
it  on  me  as  a  crime,  nor  forbear  to 
give  me  the  ufual  testimonies  of  your 
friend  (hip;  you  cannot  dome  a  greater 
favour  than  toinformmeof  thedeftiny 
of  my  dear  Schemfelnihar,  when  you 
hear  any  news  of  it.  The  uncer- 


tainty I  am  in  concerning  her  fats', 
and   the   mortal    apprehenfions    her 
fainting  has  occafioned  in  me,  keep 
me  in  this  languiftiing  condition  you 
reproach  me  with.'— '  My  lord,'  an- 
wered  Ebn  Thaher,  t  you  have  reafoa 
to  hope  that  her  fainting  was  not  at- 
tended with  any  bad  confequences  ; 
her  confidante  will  quickly  come  and 
inform  me  of  the  iffue;  and  as  foon 
as  I  know  the  particulars,  1  will  not 
fail  to  impart  them.' 
Ebn  Thaher  left  the  prince  in  this 
hope,  and  returned  home,  where  he  ex»- 
peeled  Schemfelnihar's  confidante  all 
the  day,  but  in  vain;  nor  did  flie  come 
next  day.     His  uneaiinefs  to  know  the 
ftate  of  the  Prince  of  Perfia's  health 
would  not  fuffer  him  to  ftay  any  longer 
without  feeing  him  ;    he  went  to  his 
lodgings  to  exhort  him  to  patience,  and 
found  him  lying  on  his  bed  as  fick  as 
ever,  furrounded  by  a  great  many  of 
his  friends,  and  feveral  phyficians,  who 
made  ufe  of  all  their  art  to  difcover  the 
caufe  of  his  diftemper.     As  foon  as  he 
faw  Ebn  Thaher,  he  looked  upon  him 
fmiling,   to   fignify  that  he   had  two 
things  to  tell  him  :  the  one,  that  he  was 
glad  to  fee  him;  the  other,  how  much 
the  phyficians,  who  qou-ld  not  difcover 
the  caufe  of  his  di(lemper,were  miitaken 
in  their  reafonings. 

His  friends  and  phyficians  retired  one 
after  another;  fo  that  Ebn  Thaher  be- 
ing alone  with  him,  came  near  his  bed, 
to  afk  him  how  he  did  fmce  he  faw  him. 
I  muft  tell  you,'  anfwered  the  prince, 
that  my  paflion,  which  continually 
gathers  new  ftrength,  and  the  un-- 
certainty  of  the  lovely  Schemfelni- 
har's  deftiny,  augment  my  diftemper 
everymoment,and  throw  me  into  fuch 
a  condition  as  afflicts  my  kindred  and 
friends,  and  breaks  the  meafures  of 
my  phyficians,  who  do  not  under- 
ftand  it.  You  cannot  think,'  added 
,  *  how  much  I  fuffer  to  fee  fo  many 
people  about  me,  who  importune  me, 
and  whom  I  cannot  in  civility  put 
away.  It  is  your  company  alone  that 
is  comfortable  to  me  :  but,  in  a  word, 
I  conjure  you  not  to  diffemble  with 
me  ;  what  news  do  you  bring  me  of 
Schemfelnihar?  Have  you  feen  her 
confidante  ?  What  faid  flie  to  you  r* 
Ebn  Thaher  anfwered,  that  he  had  not 
iten  her  yet ;  and  no  fooner  had  he  told 
the  Prince  of  Perfia  this  fad  news,  but 
the  tears  came  from  his  eyes,  and  his 

heart 
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heart  was  fo  opprefied  that  he  could  not 
anfwer  him  one  word.  «  Prince,'  added 
Ebn  Thaher,  *  fuffer  me  to  tell  you, 
that  you  are  very  ingenious  in  tor- 
menting yourfelf.     In  the  name  of 
God,  wipe  away  your  tears!  If  any 
of  your  people  fhould  come  in  juft 
now,  they  would  difcover  you  by  this, 
notwithftanding  the  care  you  ought 
to  take  to  conceal  your  thoughts.' 
Whatever    this   judicious     confidante 
could  lay,  .it  was   impofiible  for  the 
prince  to  refrain  from  weeping.  *  Wife 
«  Ebn  Thaher,'  faid  he,  when  he  had 
recovered  his  fpeech,  <  I  may  well  hin- 
'  der  my  tongue  from  revealing  the  fe- 

*  crets  of  my  heart;    but  I  have  no 

*  power  over  my  tears,  upon  fuch  a 
«  direful   fubjeft    as    Schemfelnihar's 
«  danger!    If  that  adorable  and  only 

*  object  of  my  defires  be  no  longer  in 
'  the  world,  I  (hall  not  be  one  moment 

*  after  P — «  Rejeft  fo  affliclingan  idea,' 
replied  Ebn  Thaher ;   «  Schemfelnihar 

*  is  yet  alive ;  you  need  not  doubt  of 

<  it.  If  you  have  heard  no  news  of  her, 

*  it  is  becaufe  {he  could  find  no  occa- 

<  fion  to  fend  to  you ;  and  I  hope  you 
«  will  hear  from  her  to-day.'    To  this 
he  added    feveral    other    comfortable 
things,  and  then  retired. 

Ebn  Thaher  was  fcarce  at  his  own 
houfe,  when  Schemfelnihar's  confidante 
arrived  with  a  melancholy  countenance, 
which  he  reckoned  a  bad  omen.  He 
afked  news  of  her  miftrefs.  '  Tell  me 

*  your's  fir.ft,'    faid    the   confidante  j 

<  for  I  was  in  great  trouble  to  fee  the 
'  Prince  of  Perlia  go  away  in  that  con- 
'  dition.'  Ebn  Thaher  told  her  all  that 
{he  defired  to  know;  and  when  he  had 
done,  the  flave  began  her  difcourfe  : 
«  If  the  Prince  of  Perfia,' faid  (he,  'has 

*  fuffered,  and  does  dill  fuffer,  for  my 
'  miftrefs,  (lie  fuffers  no  lefs  for  him. 
'  After  I  departed   from  you,'    con- 
tinued me,  *  I  returned  to  the  faloon, 
'  where  I  found  Schemfelnihar  not  yet 
'  recovered  from  her  fvvoon,  notwith- 
'  ftanding  all  the  help  they  endeavoured 
'  to  give  her.     The  caliph  was  fitting 
e  near  her  with  all   the  figns  of  real 

*  grief :  he  aflced  ail  the  women,  and 
'  me  in  particular,    if  we   knew  the 

*  caufe  of  her  diftemper ;  but  we  kept 

*  all  fecret,  and  told  him  we  were  al- 
'  together  ignorant  of  it.    In  the  mean 

*  time,  we  all  wept  to  fee  her  fuffer  fo 

*  long,  and  forgot  nothing  that  might 
f  any  ways  help  her.     In  a  word,  it 


'  was  almoft  midnight  before  (he  came 

*  to  herfelf.    The  caliph,  who  had  the 
'  patience  to  wait  all  the  while,  was 
'  ve: T  glaa*  at  her  recovery,  and  afked 

*  Schemfelnihar  the  caufe  of  her  dif- 

*  temper.     'As  foon  as  (he  heard  him 

*  fpeak,  me  endeavoured  to  recover  her 
'  feat;    and,  afttr   (he  had  kiffed  his 

*  feet,  before  he  could  hinder  her— 
*'  Sir,"  faid  (he,    "  I  have  reafon  to 
*{  complain  of  Heaven,  that  it  did  not 
"  allow  me  to  expire  at  your  majefty's 
«'  feet,  to  tcftify  thereby  how  fenfible  I 
"  am  of  your  favours!1' 

"  I  am  perfuaded  you  love  me,"  faid 
'  the  caliph  to  her;  «'  and  I  command 
**  you  to  preferve  yourfelf  for  my  fake. 
*(  You  have  probably  exceeded  in 
(t  fomething  to-day,  which  has  occa- 
"  fioned  this  indifpofition  :  take  heed, 
"  I  pray  you,  abltain  from  it  for  the 
"  future.  I  am  very  glad  to  fee  you 
t(  better;  and  I  advife  you  to  (lay  here 
tf  to-night,  and  not  to  return  to  your 
<f  chamber,  for  fear  the  motion  difturb 
you."  Upon  this  he  commanded  a 
little  wine  to  be  brought  her,  in  or- 
der to  ftrengthen  her;  and  then  tak- 
ing his  leave  of  her,  returned  to  his 
apartment. 

*  As  foon  as  the  caliph  was  gone,  my 
miftrefs  gave  me  aHlgn  to  come  near 
her.     She  allced   me  earneftly   con- 
cerning you:  I  a  flu  red  her  that  you 
had  been  gone  a  long  time,  which 
made  her  eafy  as  to  that  matter.     I 
took  care  not  to  fpeak  of  the  Prince 
of  Perfia's    fainting,    left  it  mould 
make  her  fall  into  the  fajne  condi- 
tion, from -which  we  had  fo  much 
trouble  to  recover  her  ;  but  my  pre- 
cautions were  all  in  vain,  as  you  (hall 
hear.      "    Prince,"    faid   (he,    "    I 
henceforth  renounce  all  pleafure  a$ 
long  as  I  am  deprived  of  a  fight  of 
you.  If  I  have  underftood  your  heart 
right,  I  only  follow  your  example. 
Thpu  wilt  not  ceafe  to  weep  until 
thou  feeft  me  again  ;  it  is  but  jufr, 
then,  that  I  weep  and  mourn  till  I 
fee  you  1"     At  thefe  words,  which 
(he  uttered  in  fuch  a  manner  as  ex- 
preffed  the  violence  of   her  paffion, 
me  fainted  afecond  time  betwixt  my 
arms.' 


Here  Scheherazade  feeing  day  begin 
to  appear,  broke  off;  but  next  night 
purfued  her  di-fcouri£  thus. 

NIGHT 
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NIGHT     CXCIV. 

QCHEMSELNIHAR's  confidante 
O  continued  to  tell  Ebn  Thaher  all 
that  happened  to  her  miftrefs  after  the 
firft  fainting.     «  My  comrades  and  I,' 
faid  fhe,  *  were  a  longtime  in  recover- 
ing her:  at  laft  fhe  came  to  herfeif  j 
and  then  I  laid  to  her — '*  Madam, 
'  are  you  refolved  to  Lill  yourfelf,  and 

*  to  make  us  alfo  die  with  you  ?  1  beg 
'  of  you  to  be  perfuaded,  in  the  name 

*  of  the  Prince  of  Perfia,  Jor  whom  it 
4  is  your  intereft  to  live,  to  fave  your- 

*  felf,  as  you   love  yourfelf,  as  you 

*  love  the  prince,  and  for  our  fakes, 
4  who  are  fo  faithful  to  you!" — "  lam 
'  very  much  obliged  to  you,"  replied 

fiie,  "  for  your  care,  zeal,  and  ad- 

*  vice:  but,  alas!   they  are  ufeiefs  to 
'  me!  You  are  not  to  flatter  us  with 
'  any  hopes;    for  we  cnn  expect  no 

*  end   of  our    torment    but    in    the 

*  grave!'*      One  of  my  companions 
would  have  diverted  thofe  fad  ideas 
by  playing  on  her  lute;  but  fhe  com- 
manded her  to  be  filent,  and  ordered 
all  of  them  to  retire,  except  me,  whom 
fbe  kept  all  night  with  her.     O  hea- 
vens 1  whata  night  was  it!   Shepaffed 
it  in  tears  and  groans,  and  always 
naming  the  Prince  of  Perfia  ;  fhe  la- 
mented her  lot,  which  had  deftined 
her  to  the  caliph,   whom   fhe  could 
not  love,  and  not  for  him  whom  file 
loved  fo  dearly. 

*  Next  morning,  becaufe  fhe  was  not 
cornmodioufly  lodged  in  the  faloon,  I 
helped  her  to  her  chamber;  where  fhe 
no  fooner  arrived,  than  all  the  phyfi- 
cians  of  the  palace  came  to  fee  her, 
by  order  of  the  caliph,  who  was  not  - 
Jong  in  coming  himfelf.  The  medi- 
cints  which  the  phyficians  prefcribed 
for  Schemfelnihar  were  to  no  purpofe, 
becaufe  they  were  ignorant  of  the 
caufe  of  her  diftemper,  and  t^je  pre- 
fence  of  the  caliph  augmented  it.  She 
got  a  little  reft,  however,  this  night; 
and  as  foon  as  fhe  awoke,  fhe  charged 
me  to  come  to  you,  to  hear  news  of 
the  Prince  of  Perfia.'  —  '  I  have  al- 
ready informed  you  of  his  cafe,'  faid 
£bnThaherj  'fo  return  to  your  miftrefs, 
and  afl'ure  her  that  the  Prince  of 
Perfia  waits  for  news  from  her  with 
the  like  impatience  that  fhe  does  from 
him  :  beiides,  exhort  her  to  modera- 
tion, and  to  overcome  hcrfelf,  for 


fear  fhe  drops  fome  word  before  the 
caliph  which  may  prove  fatal  to  us 
all.  As  for  me,'  replied  the  confi- 
dante, '  I  confefs  I  dreau  her  tran  (port: 
I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  tell  her 
my  mind;  and  am  perfuaded  that  fhe 
will  not  take  it  ill  that  I  tell  her  this 
from  you.' 

Ebn  Thaher,  who  had  but  juft  come 
from  the  Prince  of  Perfia's  lodgings, 
thought  it  not  convenient  to  return  fo 
foon,  and  negle£l  his  own  important 
affairs;  and  therefore  went  not  till  the 
evening.  The  prince  was  alone,  and  n» 
better  than    in  the  morning.     *  Ebn 
Thaher,'  faid  he  to  him,  '  you  have 
doubtlefs  many  fiiendsj  but  they  do 
not   know  your  worth,    which   you 
difcover  to  me  by  the  zeal,  care,  and 
trouble,  you  give  you/felf  to  oblige 
me  in  my  condition.  lam  confounded 
with  all  that  you  do  for  me  with  fo 
great  affe&ionj  and  I  know  not  how 
I  fliall  be  able  to  exprefs  my  grati- 
tude!'—'    Prince,'    anfwered    Ebn 
Thaher,    *  do  not  fpeak  fo,  I  entreat 
you  ;  I  am  ready,  not  only  to  give 
one  of  my  own  eyes  to  fave  one  of 
yours,  but  to  facrifice  my   life  for 
you.     But  this  is  not  the  prefent  bu- 
finefs ;  I  come  to  tell  you  that  Schem- 
felnihar fcnt  her  confidante  to  afk  me 
about  you,   and  at  the  fame  time  to 
inform  me   of  her  condition.    You 
may  affure  yourfelf  that  I  raid  -no- 
thing but  what  might  confirm  the  f  x- 
cefs  of  your  pafiion  for  her  miftrefs, 
and  the  conftancy  with  which  you 
love  her.'     Then  Ebn  Thaher  gave 
him  a  particular  account  of  all  that  had 
paffed  betwixt  the  trufty  (lave  and  him. 
The  prince  liftened  with  all  the  diffe- 
rent emotions  of  fear,  jealoufy,  affec- 
tion,  and  compaffion,   which  this  dif- 
courfe  could  infpire  him  with;  making, 
upon  every  thing  which  he  heard,  all 
the  afflicting  or  comforting  reflections 
that  fo  paflionate  a  lover  was  capable 
of. 

Their  converfation  continued  fo  long, 
that  the  night  was  far  advanced;  fo  that 
the  Prince  of  Perfia  obliged  Ebn  Tha- 
her to  ftay  with  him.  The  next  morn- 
ing, as  this  trufty  friend  was  returning 
home,  there  came  to  him  a  woman, 
whom  he  knew  to  be  Schemfelnihar's 
confidante;  and  immediately  (he  fpoke 
to  him  thus:  '  My  miftrefs  falutes 
*  you;  and  I  am  come  to  entreat  you, 
«  in  her  name,  to  deliver  this  letter  to 

«  thf 
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««  with  as  much  zeal  5  and,  what  is  yet 
«'  more  important,  with  greater  cou- 
"  rage."  Then  I  (poke  to  her  of  you,' 
continued  the  flave,  «  and  acquainted 
her  with  the  motive  which  made  you 

?o  to  the  Prince  of  Perfia's  houfe. 
n  fhort,  I  alTured  her  that  you  would 
inviolably  keep  the  fecret  betwixt  her 
and  the  Prince  of  Perfia  j  and  that 
you    was    refolved    to    favour    their 
amours  with  all   your  might.     She 
feemed  to  me  to  be  much  relieved  by 
my  difcourfe.     "  Ah!  what  obliga- 
'  tions,"  faid  (he,  ««  are  the  Prince  of 

<  Perfia  and  I  under  to  that  honed 

<  man  you  fpeak  of?    I  muft  fee  him, 
«  that  I  may  hear  from  his  own  month 
'  what  you  tell  me,  and  thank  him  for 
'  fuch  an  unheard-of  piece  of  gene- 

<c  rofity  towards  perfons  whom  he  is 
«'  no  way  obliged  to  concern  himfelf 
"  with.  A  fight  of  him  will  pleafeme; 
tf  and  I  will  not  omit  any  thing  to 
"  confirm  him  in  thofe  good  fenti- 
**  mcnts.  Do  not  fail  to  bring  him  to- 
«'  morrow."  Therefore,  pray,  Sir,  go 
*  with  me  to  the  palace.' 

The  confidante's  difcourfe  perplexed 
the  jeweller.  *  Your  miftrefs,'  replied 
he,  «  muft  allow  me  to  fay  that  (he  has 
not  thought  well  of  what  (he  requires 
of  me.  Ebn  Thaher's  accei's  to  the 
caliph  gave  him  admifiion  every 
where ;  and  the  officers,  who  knew 
him,  fuffered  him  to  go  and  come 
freely  to  Schemfelnihar's  palace;  but, 
as  for  me,  how  dare  I  enter  ?  You  fee 
well  enough  that  it  is  not  poffible.  I 
entreat  you  to  reprefent  thofe  reafons 
to  Schemfelnihar,  which  hinder'  me 
from  giving  her  that  fatisfaclion  ; 
and  acquaint  her  with  all  the  ill  con- 
fequences  that  would  attend  it.  If 
fhe  confiders  it  ever  fo  little,  (he  will 
find  that  it  would  expofe  me  need- 
lefsly  to  very  great  danger/ 
The  confidante  endeavoured  to  en- 
ourage  the  jeweller:  'Believe  me,' 
faid  (he,  <  that  Schemfelnihar  is  not  fo 
unreafonable  as  to  expofe  you  to  the 
leaft  danger,  from  whom  (he  expecls 
fuch  confiderable  fervices.  Confider 
with  yourfelf,  that  there  is  not  the 
Jeaft  appearance  of  hazard  :  my  mif- 
trefs and  I  are  too  much  intereited  in 
this  affair  to  involve  you  in  any  dan- 
ger. You  may  depend  upon  me,  and 
leave  yourfelf  to  my  conduct.  Af- 
ter the  affair  is  over,  you  will  con- 


'  fefs  to  me  that  your  fear  was  ground- 
«  lefs.' 

The  jeweller  hearkened  tp  the  confi- 
dante's difcourfe,  and  got  up  to  follow 
her:  hut,  notwithstanding  his  natural 
courage,  he  was  feized  with  fuch  terror, 
that  his  whole  body  trembled.     *   la 
the  condition  you  are  in,'  faid  (he, 
I  perceive  it  will  be  better  for  you  to 
(lay  at  home,  and  th:it  Schemfelnihar 
take  other  meafures  to  fee  you.    It  is 
not  to  be  doubted  but  that,  to  fatisfy 
her  defire,  (lie  will  come  hither  her- 
felfi  The  cafe  being  fo,  Sir,  I  would 
not  have  you  to  go  :  I  am  perfuaded 
it  will  not  be  long  before  you  fee  her 
yourfelf.'  The  confidante  forefaw  this 
very  well;  for  (he  no  fooner  informed 
Schemfelnihar  of   the   jeweller's  fear, 
than  (he  made  ready  to  go  to  his  houfe. 
He  received  her  with  all  the  marks  of 
profound  refpeft.  When  (he  fat  down, 
being  a    little   fatigued  with  walking, 
/he  unveiled -herfelf,  and  discovered  to 
the  jeweller  fuch   beauty  as  made  him 
acknowledge  that  the  Prince  of  Perfia 
was  excufabie  in  giving  his  heart  to  her. 
Then   (he  fainted   the  jeweller  with   a 
graceful   countenance,  and  faid  to  him 


— *  I  am  informed  with  what  zea 


you 


have  engaged  in  the  Prince  of  PerJia's 
concerns  and  mine;  but  without  im- 
mediately forming  a  defign  to  exprefs 
my  gratitude,  I  thank  Heaven,  which 
has  (b  foon  made  up  Ebn  Thaher's 
Jofc.' 

Scheherazade  being  obliged  to  (top- 
here,  becaufe  day  began  to  appear,  ton- 
tinned  her  ttory  next  morning  in  the 
following  manner. 


NIGHT    CCII. 

SCHEMSELNIHAR  faid  feve- 
ral  other  obliging    things    to    the 
Jewell*-;  after  which  (he  returned  to  her 
palace.  The  jeweller  went  immediately 
to  give  an  account  of  this  vifit  to  the 
Prince  of  Perfia,  who  faid  to  him,   as 
foon  as  hefaw  him — '  I  have  expected 
you  impatiently.  The  trufty  flave  has 
brought  me  a  letter  from  her  mirtreft, 
but  ilie  does,  not  comfort  me:    what- 
ever the  lovely  Schemfdnibar  fays,  I 
dare  not  hope  for  any  thing:  my  pa- 
tience is  at  an  end;  I  know 'not  now 
what  meafures  to  rake.  Ebn  Thaher's 
^*  1  *  dtpaiture 
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departure  makes  me  defpair;  lie  was 
my  only  fupportj  I  loft  all  by  lofing 
him,  for  I  flattered  myfelf  with  feme 
hopes,  by  reafon  of  his  accefs  to 
Schemfelnihar.' 
After  thefe  words,  which  the  prince 
pronounced  with  fo  much  eagernefs, 
that  he  gave  the  jeweller  no  time  to  in- 
terrupt him,  he  faid  to  the  prince— 'No 
man  can  bear  a  greater  (hare  of  your 
affliction  than  I  doj  and  if  you  will 
have  patience  to  hear  me,  you  will 
perceive  that  I  am  capable  of  giving 
you  eafe.*  Upon  this  the  prince  held 
lis  peace,  and  hearkened  to  him.  «  I  fee 
very  well,'  faid  the  jeweller,  «  that 
the  only  thing  to  give  you  fatisfac- 
tion,  is  to  fall  upon  a  way  that  you 
may  converfe  freely  with  Schemfel- 
nihar. This  I  will  procure  you,  and 
to-morrow  will  fet  about  it.  You 
mud  by  no  means  expofe  yourfelf  to 
enter  Schemfelnih3i0s  palacej  you 
know  by  experience  the  danger  of 
that:  I  know  a  very  fit  place  for  this 
interview,  where  you  (ball  be  fafe.' 
When  the  jeweller  had  fpoken  thus,  *  the 
prince  embraced  him  with  a  tranfport  of 
joy.  You  revive,'  faid  he,  *  by  this 
charming  promife,  an  unhappy  lover, 
who  was  refolved  to  die;  I  fee  that  you 
have  fully  repaired  the  lofs  of  Ebn 
Thaher:  whatever  you  do,  mall  be 
well  done}  I  will  leave  myfelf  en- 
tirely to  you." 

After  the  prince  had  thanked  him 
for  his  zeal,  the  jeweller  returned  homej 
and  next  morning  Schemfelnihar's  con- 
fidante came  to  him.  He  told  her  that  he 
had  put  the  Prince  of  Perfia  in  hepes 
that  he  mould  fee  Schemfelnihar  fpee- 
dily.  *  I  am  come  on  purpofe,'  anfwer- 
ed  (he,  *  to  take  meafurcs  with  you  for 
that  end.     I  think,1  continued  (he, 
this  hou'fe  will  be  convenient  enough 
fortbeir  interview.' — '  I  could  receive 
them  very  we^ll  here,1  replied  hej  *  but 
I  think  they  will  have  more  liberty  in 
another  houfe  of  mine,  where  nobody 
lives  at  prefentj  I  will  quickly  furnifh 
it  for  receiving  them." — '  Since  the 
matter  is  fo,*  replied  the  confidante, 
there  remains  nothing  for  me  to  do, 
but  to  make  Schemfelnihar  conft:nt  to 
it.     I  will  go  and  tell  her,  and  re- 
turn fpeedily  with  an  anfwer.* 
She  was  as  diligent  as  her  promifej 
dj  returning  to  the  jcwelief,  told  him 


that  her  miftrefs  would  not  fail  to  keep 
the  appointment  in  the  evening.  In  the 
mean  time  (he  gave  him  a  purfe  of 
money,  and  told  him  it  was  to  prepare 
a  collation.  He  fent  her  immediately 
to  the  houfe  where  the  lovers  were  to 
meet,  that  (he  might  know  whither  to 
'bring  her  miftrefs;  and  when  (he  was 
gone,  he  went  to  borrow  from  his  friends 
veffels  of  gold  and  filver,  tapeftry,  rich 
cufhions,  and  other  furniture,  with 
which  he  furnifhed  the  houfe  very  mag- 
nificently; and  when  he  had  put  all 
things  in  order,  he  went  to  the  Prince 
of  Perfia. 

You  may  eafily  conceive  the  Prince 
of  Periia's  joy  when  the  jeweller  told 
him  that  he  came  to  conduct  him  to  the 
houfe  he  had  prepared  to  receive  him 
and  Schemfelnihar.  This  news  obli* 
terated  all  his  former  trouble.  He  put 
on  a  magnificent  robe,  and  went  with- 
out his  retinue  along  with  the  jeweller, 
who  led  him  through  feveral  by-Itreets 
that  nobody  might  obferve  him,  and  at 
laft  brought  him  to  the  houfe,  where 
they  difcourfed  together  until  Schem- 
felnihar came. 

They  did  not  ftay  long  for  this  paflion- 
ate  lover.  She  came  after  evening- 
prayer,  with  her  confidante,  and  two 
other  flaves.  The  excefs  of  joy  that 
feized  thole  two  lovers,  when  they  faw 
one  another,  cannot  beexprefled;  it  is 
altogether  impoffible.  They  fat  down  to- 
gether upon  a  fofa,  looking  upon  one 
another  for  forne  time,  without  being 
able  to  fpeak,  they  were  fo  much  over- 
joyed ;  but  when  their  fpeech  returned  to 
them,  they  foon  made  up  for  their  filence. 
They  expreffedjthemfelves  with  fomuch 
tendernefs,  as  made  the  jeweller,  the 
confidante,  and  the  two  other  (laves, 
weep.  The  jeweller,  however,  reftrain- 
ed  his  tears,  to  think  upon  the  colla- 
tion, which  he  brought.  The  lovers 
eat  and  drank  a  little,  after  which  they 
fat  down  again  on  the  fofa.  Schemfel- 
nihar aflced  the  jeweller  if  he  had  a  lute, 
or  any  other  instrument.  The  jeweller, 
who  took  care  to  provide  all  that  might 
pleafe  them,  brought  her  a  lute:  (be 
took  fome  time  to  tune  it,  and  then 
played  . 

Scheherazade  (topped  becaufe  (lie  faw 
day  begin  to  appear  j  and  next  night 


went  on  -thus. 


NIGHT 
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NIGHT     CCIII. 

WHILE  Schemfelnihar  was  thus 
charming  the  Prince  of  Perfia, 
and  exprefling   her   paflion   by   words 
compofed  extempore,  a  great  noife  was 
heard  j  and  immediately  the  flave  which 
the  jeweller  brought  with  him,  appear- 
ed in  a  great  fright,  to  tell  him  that 
fome  people  were  breaking  up  the  gate; 
that  he  afked.who  it  was,  but  inftead  of 
any  anfwer,  the  blows  were  redoubled. 
The  jeweller,  being  alarmed,  left  Shem- 
felnihar  and  the  prince,  to  go  and  in- 
form himfelf  of  the  truth  of  this  bad 
news.     There  was  already  got  into  the 
court  a  company  of  men   armed  with 
bayonets  and  fcymetars,  who  had  enter- 
ed privately;  and,  having  broke  up  the 
gate,  came  ftraight  towards  him.     He 
itood  clofe  to  a  wall  for  fear  of  his  life, 
and  faw  ten  of  them  pafs  without  being 
perceived  by  them ;  and,  finding  he  could 
give  no  great  help  to  the  Prince  of  Perfia 
and  Schemfelnihar,  he  fatisfied  himfelf 
with  bewailing  them,  and  fled  for  re- 
fuge to  a  neighbour's  houfe,  who  was 
not  yet  gone  to  bed:  he  did  not  doubt 
but  this  unexpected  violence  was  by 
the  caliph's  order,  who,  he  thought,  had 
been  informed  of  his  favourite's  meet- 
ing with  the  Prince  of  Periia.  He  heard 
a  great  noife  in  his  own  houfe,  which 
continued  till  midnight :  and  when  all 
was  quiet,  as  he  thought,  he  prayed  his 
neighbour  to  lend  him  a  fcymetarj  and 
being  thus  armed,  went  on  till  he  came 
to  the  gate  of  his  own  houfe.  He  entered 
the  court  full  of  fear,  and  perceived  a 
man,  who  afked  him  who  he  was,  bot  he 
knew  by  his  voice  that  it  was  his  own 
(lave.  '  How  didftthou  do,'  faid  he,  to 
avoid  being  taken  by  the  watch  ?'-— 
Sir,'  anfwered  the  flave,  *  I  hid  my- 
felf  in  a  corner  of  a  court,  and  I  went 
out  as  foon  as  I  heard  the  noife.   But 
it  was  not  the  watch  who  broke  your 
houfe;  they  were  highwaymen,  who 
within  thefe  few  days  robbed  another 
in   this    neighbourhood :    they   have 
doubtlefs  had  notice  of  the  rich  fur- 
niture you  brought  hither,  and  had 
thnt  in  their  view.' 
The  jeweller  thought  his  flave's  con- 
jecture probable:  he  entered  the  houle, 
and  faw  that  the  highwayman  had  taken, 
all  the  furniture  out  of   the  chamber 
where  he  received    Schemfelnihar   a-nd 
her  loverj  that  they  had  alfo  carried  off 


the  veflels  of  gold  and  filver,  and,  in  a 
word,  had  left  nothing.  Being  in  this 
condition — '  O  heaven  !'  cried  he,  fl 
am  irrecoverably  undone  !  What  will 
my  friends  fay;  and  what  excufe  can 
I  make,  when  I  tell  them  that  high- 
waymen have  broke  into  my  houfe, 
and  robbed  me  of  all  that  they  gene- 
roufly  lent  me?  I  fhall  never  be  able 
to  make  up  their  lofs.  Befides,  what 
is  become  of  Schemfelnihar  and  the 
Prince  of  Perfia  ?  This  bufinefs  will 
be  fo  publick,  that  it  is  impoflible  but 
it  muft  reach  the  caliph's  ears.  He 
will  get  notice  of  this  meeting,  and  I 
fhall  fall  a  facrirke  to  his  fury.'  The 
.ave,  who  loved  him,  endeavoured  to 
omfort  him  thus  :  '  As  to  Schemfel- 
nihar,' faid  he,  *  the  highwaymen 
probably  would  content  themfelves  to 
ftrip  her;  and  you  have  realon  to  think 
that  fhe  is  retired  to  her  palace  with 
her  flaves.  The  Prince  of  Perfia  is 
probably  in  the  fame  condition;  fo 
that  you  have  reafon  to  hope  that  the 
caliph  will  never  know  of  this  adven- 
ture. As  for  the  lofs  your  friends 
have  fuftained,  that  "is  a  misfortune 
which  you  could  not  avoid.  They 
know  very  well  the  highwaymen  to 
be  fo  numerous,  that  they  have  not 
only  pillaged  the  houfe  I  have  already 
fpoken  of,  but  many  other  houfes  of 
the  principal  noUlemen  of  the  court: 
and  they  are  not  ignorant  that,  not- 
with  (landing  the  orders  given  to  appre- 
hend them,  nobody  has  been  yet  able 
to  feize  any  of  them.  You  will  be 
acquitted  by  reftoring  your  friends 
the  value  of  the  things  that  are  Itolen; 
and,  blefled  be  God,  you  have  enough 
left.' 

Waiting  till  day,  the  jeweller  ordered 
the  flave  to  mend  the  gate  of  the  houfe, 
which  was  broken  up,  as  well  as  he 
could:  after  which,  he  returned  to  his 
ordinary  houfe  with  his  flave,  making 
fad  reflections  on  what  had  befallen 
him.  '  Ebn  Thaher,'  faid  he  to  him- 
felf, *  has  been  wifer  than  I;  he  fore- 
'  faw  the  misfortune  into  which  I  have 

*  blindly  thrown  myfelf :  would  to  God 

*  I  had  never  meddled  in  this  intrigue, 

*  which  I  fear  will  coft  me  my  life!' 

It  was  fcarce  day  when  the  report  of 
the  robbery  had  fpiead  through  the  city, 
and  there  came  to  the  houie  a  great 
many  of  the  jeweller's  friends  and  neigh- 
bours, to  teitify  their  grief  for  this  mis- 
fortune;  but  were  cuiious  to  know  the 
1,  1  z  particulars, 


266     ARABIAN  NIGHTS   ENTERTAINMENTS. 


particulars.  He.  thanked  them  for  their 
affection;  and  was  fo  much  the  better 
iatisfied,  that  he  heard  nobody  fpeak  of 
Shemfelnihar,  or  the  Prince  of  Perfia, 
which  made  him  believe  they  were  at 
their  houfes,  or  in  fomefecure  place. 

When  the  jeweller  was  alone,  hisfer- 
vants  brought  him  fomething  to  eat, 
but  he  could  not  tafte  a  bit.  About 
noon  one  of  his  flavescame  to  tell  him, 
there  was  a  man  at  the  gate,  whom  he 
knew  not,  that  defired  to  fpeak  with 
him.  The  jeweller,  not  willing  to  re- 
ceive a  flranger  into  his  houfe,  rofe  up, 
and  went  to  fpeak  with  him.  *  Though 
'  you  do  not  know  me,'  faid  the  man, 

*  I  know  you;  and   am  come  to  dif- 
'  courfewith  you  on  an  importantaffair.' 
The  jeweller  prayed  him  to  ftepin.  'No,' 
anfwered   the  (hanger  ;   '  if  you  pleafe, 
«  rather  take  the  trouble  to  go  with  me 
«  to   your  other  houfe.' — *  How  know 

*  you,1  replied  the  jeweller,    '  that  I 

*  have  another  hor.fe  ?' — '  I  know  well 

*  enough, 'anfwered theftranger:  'follow 

*  me,  do  not  fear  any  thiogj    I  have 
«  fomething  to    communicate    to   you 
«   which  will  pleafe  you.'  The  jeweller 
w^nt  immediately  with  him;  and  after 
he  had  confidered  by  the  way,  how  the 
houfe  they  were  going  to  was  robbed, 
he  laid  to  him  that  it  was  not  fit  to  re- 
ceive him. 

When  they  were  before  the  houfe,  and 
the  Granger  faw  the  gate  half  broke 
down,  he  faid  to  the  jeweller — *  I  fee 

*  you  have  told  me  the  truth;  I  will 

*  carry  you  to  a  place  which  will  be 

*  more    convenient.'     When    he    had 
laid  this,  he  went  on,  and  walked  all 
the    reft  of  the  day  without   flopping. 
The  jeweller  being  weary  with  walk- 
ing, vexed  to  fee  night  approach,  and 
that  the  ftranger  had  walked  all   day 
without  acquainting  him  where  he  was 
going-,  began  to  lofe  his  patience.  Then 
they  came  to  a  path  which  led  them  to 
the  Tigris;  and  as  foon  as  they  came  to 
the  river,  they  embarked  in  a  Jittleboar, 
and  went  over.     The  ftranger  led  the 
jeweller  through  a  long  ftreet,  where 
he  had  never  been  before;  and  after  he 
had  taken  him  through  feveral  ftreets, 
he  (lopped  at  a  gate,  which  he  opened. 
He  can  fed   the  jeweller  to  go   in,   and 
then   fhut  the  gate,    bolted    it  with   a 
lu'ge  iion  bolt,  and  conducted  him  to 
a  chamber,  where  there  were  ten  other 
n  tri,  all  as  great  Grangers  to  the  jew- 
eJitr  as  his  condufter. 


The  ten  men  received  the  jeweller 
without  any  compliments.  They  bid 
him  fit  down;  of  which  he  had  great 
need,  for  he  was  not  only  out  of  breath 
with  walking  fo  far,  but  the  fear  he 
was  in,  on  finding  himfelf  whh  people 
whom  he  thought  he  had  reafon  to 
dread,  would  have  difabled  him  from 
{landing.  They  waited  for  their  leader, 
to  go  to  fupper,  and  as  icon  as  he  came 
it  was  ferved  up.  They  wafted  their 
hands,  obliged  the  jeweller  to  do  the 
like,  and  to  fit  at  table  with  them. 
After  fupper,  the  men  aficed  him  if  he 
knew  whom  he  (poke  to.  He  anfwered 
— 'No,'  and  that  he  knew  not  the 
place  he  was.  in.  'Tell  us  your  lad 

*  night's  adventure,'  faid  they  to  himj 
'  and  conceal  nothing  from  us.'     The 
jeweller,   being   aftonimed  at  this   dif- 
courfe,    anfwered — '  Gentlemen,   if  is 

*  probable   you    know    it    already/ — 
'  That   is   true,'    replied    they:    '  the 
'  young  man  and  the  young  lady  who 
'   were  at  your  houfe  yetternight,  told  it 

*  us;  but  we  would  know  it  from  your 

*  own  mouth.'     The   jeweller  needed 
no  more  to  inform  him  that  they  were 
the  highwaymen,   who  had  broken   up 
and    plundered    his    houfe.     '  Gentle- 
"  men,'  faid  he,  '  I  am  much  troubled 
'  for  that  young  man  and   the  lady  : 
'  can  you  tell  me  any  thing  of  them?' 

Sheherazade  broke  off  here,  to  give 
notice  to  the  Sultan  of  the  Indies  that 
the  day  appeared;  and  next  night  re- 
fumed  her  difcourfe  thus. 


NIGHT     CCV. 

'   QjIR,'    faid   fhe,    on  the  jeweller's 
C3  enquiry   of  the  thieves,    if  they 
knew  any  thing  of  the  young  man  and 
the  young  lady,  they  anfwered — '  Be 
*  not  concerned  for  them;  they  arefafe 
'  enough,  and  in  good  health:'  which 
faying,  they  fliewed    him  two  clofets, 
where  they  afTured  him  they  were  fepa- 
rately  (hut  up.      They  added — '  We 
are  informed  you  only  know  what  re- 
lates to   them;  which   we  no  fooner 
came  to  underftand,  but  we  fliewed 
them  all  imaginable  refpeft,  and  were 
fo  far  from  doing  them   any  injury, 
that  wetreatedthem  with  all  thekind- 
nefs  we  were  capable  of,  on  your  ac- 
count.    You  may  fecuie  yourfelf  the 
like  favour,'  proceeded  they,  '  in  re- 
«  gartl 
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*  gard  to  your  own  nerfon,  and  put  all 
«  manner  of  confidence  in  us  without 
«  the  lealtreferve/ 

The  jeweller,  beingheartened  at  this, 
and  overjoyed  to  hear  that  the  Prince 
of  Perfia  and  Schemfelnihar  were  fafe, 
refolved  to  engage  the  thieves  yet  far- 
ther in  their  int««&.     For  this  purpofe 
he  commenced    them,   flattered   them, 
and  gave  them  a  thonfand  benedictions. 
Gentlemen,'  faid  he,    <  I   mult  con- 
fefs  I  have  , not  the  honour  to  know 
you;  yet  it  is  no  (mall   happinefs  to 
me  that  I  am  not  wholly  unknown  to 
you:  and  I  can  never  be  fnfficiently 
grateful  for  the  favours  which  that 
knowledge  has  procured  me  at  your 
hands.     Without  mentioning  fogreat 
an  act  of  humanity  as  that  I  lately 
received  from  you,   I  muft  needs  fay, 
I  am  fully  perfuaded   no  perfons  in 
the  world  can  be  fo  proper  to  truft  a 
fecret  with,  and  none  fo  fit  to  under- 
take a  great  enterprize,  which  you  can 
heft  bring  to  a  good  iflue  by  your  zeal, 
courage,  and  intrepidity.     In  confi- 
dence of  thefe  great  and  good  quali- 
ties, which  are  fo  much  your  due,  I 
will  not   fcruple  to  relate  to  you  my 
whole  hiftory,  with  that  of  the  two 
perfons  you  found  in  my  bonfe.' 
After  the  jeweller  had  thus  fecured, 
as  he  thought,  the  thieves   fecrefy,    he 
made  no  fcruple  to  relate  to  them  the 
whole  amour  of, the  Prince   of  Perfia 
and  SchemiVlnihar,  from  the  beginning 
of  it  to  the  time  he  received  them  into 
his  houfe. 

The  thieves  were  greatly  aftonifhed 

at  the  furprizing  particulars  they  heard, 

and    could   not   forbear    crying   out — 

How!   is  it   poffible  that   the  young 

man  fhould  be  the  illuftrious  AH  Ebn 

Becac,    Prince   of  Perfia  5    and    the 

young  lady  the  fair  and  celebrated 

beauty  Schemfelnihar !'  The  jeweller 

allured  them  nothing  was  more  certain, 

and  that  they  needed  not  to  think  it 

ftiange  that  perfons  of  fo  diftinguifhed 

a    character    fhould    not    care    to    be 

known. 

Upon  this  affurance  of  their  quality, 
the  thieves  went  immediately,  one  after 
the  other,  and  threw  themfelves  at 
their  feet,  imploring  their  pardon,  and 
begging  them  to  believe  they  would 
never  have  offered  any  violence  to  their 
perfons  had  they  but  known  who  they 
were;  and  that,  feeing  they  did  not,  they 
would  by  their  future  conduit  do  their 


beft  endeavours  to  make  fome  recom- 
pence,  at  leaft  for  the  ci  une  they  had 
thus  ignoranlly  committed.  This  laid, 
and  having  made  profound  reverences, 
they  returned  to  the  jeweller,  and  told 
him  they  were  heartily  lorry  th  'v  could 
not  reftore  to  him  aU  that  had  been  taken 
from  him,  fome  part  being  out  of  their 
poffeffion;  but  as  for  what  remained,  if 
he  would  content  himfelf  with  his  plate, 
it  fhould  be  forthwith  put  into  his 
hands. 

The  jrweller  was  overjoyed  at  the 
favour  done  him;  and  after  the  thieves 
had  delivered  the  plate,  they  required 
of  the  prince,  Schemfelnihar,  and  him, 
to  promife  them  upon  oath,  that  they 
would  not  betray  them,  and  they  would 
carry  them  to  a  place  whence  they  might 
eafily  go  to  their  refpective  homes.  The 
prince,  Schemfelnihar,  and  thejewelJer, 
replied,  that  they  might  rely  on  their 
words;  but  fince  they  defired  an  oatli 
of  them,  they  folemnly  fwore  not  todif- 
coverthem,  fo  long  as  they  were  with, 
them.  With  this  the  thieves,  being 
fatisfied,  immediately  fet  out  on  per- 
forming their  promife. 

By  the  way,  the  jeweller,  being  con- 
cerned that  he  could  not  fee  the  confi- 
dante and  the  two  flaves,  came  up  to 
Schemfelnihar,  and  begged  her  to  in- 
form him  what  was  become  of  them. 
She  anfwered,  fhe  knew  nothing  of 
them,  and  thst  all  fhe  could  tell  lytn 
was,  that  (he  was  carried  away  from 
his  houfe,  ferried  over  a  river,  and 
brought  to  the  place  from  whence  they 
were  juft  now  come. 

Schemfelnihar  and  the  jeweller  had 
no  farther  difcotirfe;  they  found  them- 
felves at  the  brink  of  a  river,  whence 
the  thieves  immediately  took  boat,  and 
carried  them  to  the  other  fide. 

Whilft  the  prince,  Schemfelnihar,  and 
the  jeweller  were  landing,  they  heard  a 
noife,  as  of  horfe  guards  that  were  com- 
ing towards  them.  The  thieves  no  fooner 
perceived  the  danger,  but  they  took  to 
their  oars,  and  got  over  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  river  in  an  inftant. 

The  commander  of  the  brigade  de- 
manded of  the  prince,  Schemfelnihar, 
and  jeweller,  who  they  were,  and  whence 
they  came  fo  late.  This  frightened  them 
fo  much  at  firft,  that  they  could  not 
fpeak;  but  at  length  the  jeweller  found 
his  tongue,  and  faid — *  Sir,  I  can  allure 
'  you,  we  are  very  honett  people}  but 
*  ihofe  perfons  who  have  juft  landed  us, 

*  and 
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"  and  are  got  to  the  other  fide  of  the 

*  water,  are  thieves;  who,  having  laft 

*  night  broke  open  the  houfe  that  we 

*  were  in,  pillaged  it,  and  afterwards 

*  carried  us  to  an  obfcure  inn,  where, 

*  by  fome  entreaty  and  good  manage- 

*  ment,  we  prevailed  on  them  to  let  us 

«  have  our  libertv;  to  which  end  they  • 

*  brought  us  hither.     They  have  te- 
'  ftored  us  part  of  the  booty  they  had 
'  taken  from  us.'     At  which  words  he 
fhewed  the  plate  he  had  recovered. 

The  commander,  not  being  fatisfied 
with  what  the  jeweller  had  told  him, 
came  up  to  him  and  the  Prince  of  Perfia  ; 
and,  looking,  ftedfaftly  at  tliem,  faid— - 

*  Tell  me  truly,  who  is  this  lady  ?  How 

*  came  you  to  know  her?  and  where- 

*  abouts  do  you  live?' 

This  demand  furprized  them  ftrange- 
ly,  and  tied  their  tongues,  infomuch 
that  neither  of  them  could  anfwerj  till 
at  length  Schemfelnihar,  taking  the 
commander  afide,  told  him  frankly 
who  flie  was;  which  he  no  fooner  came 
to  know,  but  he  alighted,  paid  both  her 
and  the  company  great  relpe6t,  and 
caufed  two  buats  to  be  got  ready  for 
their  fervice. 

"\Vhen  the  boats  were  come,  he  put 
Schemfelnihar  into  one,  and  the  Prince 
of  Ptrfia  and  the  jeweller  into  theother, 
•with  two  of  his  people  in  each  boat  : 
they  had  orders  to  accompany  them 
whitherfoever  they  were  bound.  Being 
aboard,  the  two  boats  took  different 
routs,  but  we  fhall  at  prefent  fpeak  only 
of  that  wherein  was  the  prince  and 
the  jeweller. 

The  prince,  to  fave  his  guides  trou- 
ble, bid  them  land  the  jeweller  with 
him,  and  named  the  place  whither  he 
would  go.  The  guides,  miltaking  his 
orders,  (lopped  jutt  before  the  caliph's 
palace,  which  put  both  him  and  the 
jeweller  into  a  fright,  though  he  durft 
diicover  nothing  of  the  matter;  for 
though  they  had  heard  the  commander'' s 
orders  to  his  men,  they  could  not  help 
imagining  they  were  to  be  delivered  up 
to  the  guard,  to  be  brought  before  the 
caliph  next  morning. 

This,  nevertheless,  was  not  the  in- 
tention of  the  guides;  for  after  they  had 
Janded  them,  they,  by  their  mafter's 
command,  recommended  them  to  an 
officer  of  the  guard,  who  next  morning 
afligned  them  foldiers  to  conduft  them 
by  land  to  the  prince's  chateau,  which 
was  at  fome  diftancefioni  the  river. 


The  prince  being  come  home,  what 
with  the  fatigue  of  his  journey,  and  the 
affliction  he  conceived  at  being  never 
likely  to  fee  Schemfelnihar  more,  fell 
in  a  fwoon  on  his  fofa;  and  while  the 
greateft  part  of  his  fervants  were  endea- 
vouring to  recover  him,  the  other  part 
gathered  about  the  jeweller,  and  begged 
of  him  to  tell  them  what  had  happened 
to  the  prince  their  lord,  whole  abience 
had  occafioned  them  fuch  inexpreflible 
difquiet. 

Here  Scheherazade  flopped,  becaufe 
the  day  began  to  appear;  but  next  night 
refumed  her  difcourfe  to  the  fultan  in 
the  following  manner. 


NIGHT    CCVI. 


SIR, 


majefty  will  be  pleafed  to 
]L  remember,  that  I  told  you  laft 
night,  that  whilft  the  greateft  part  of 
the  prince's  domefticks  were  endeavour- 
ing to  recover  him  from  his  fwoon, 
others  of  them  got  about  the  jeweller, 
defiringto  know  what  had  happened  to 
their  lord.  The  jeweller,  who  would 
difcover  nothing  to  them  that  was  not 
prudent  to*  be  revealed,  told  them  that 
it  was  not  a  proper  time  for  fuch  a  re- 
lation, and  that  they  would  do  better 
to  go  and  affift  their  prince,  than  require 
any  fuch  thing  of  him,  at  that  juncture 
efpecially.  The  prince,  by  good  for- 
tune, cameto  himfelf  that  very  moment; 
when  thofe  that  but  juft  before  required 
his  hiftory  with  fo  much  earneltnefs, 
began  now  to  get  at  a  diftance,  and  pay 
that  refpecl  which  was  due  from  them. 
Although  the  prince  had  in  fome  mea- 
fure  recovered  himfelf,  yet  lie  conti- 
nued fo  weak,  that  he  could  not  open 
his  mouth.  He  anfwered  only  by  figns, 
and  that  even  to  his  neareft  relations 
who  fpoke  to  him.  He  remained  in 
the  fame  condition  till  next  morning, 
when  the  jeweller  came  to  take  leave  of 
him.  His  anfwer  was  only  with  a 
wink,  holding  forth  his  right-hand;  but 
when  he  faw  he  was  laden  with  the 
bundle  of  plate  the  thieves  had  taken 
from  him,  he  made  a  fign  to  his  fer. 
vants,  that  they  fhould  take  it  and  carry 
it  along  with  him  to  his  houfe. 

The  jeweller  had  been  expected  home 
with  great  impatience  by  his  family  the 

day 
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day  he  went  forth  with  a  man  that 
came  to  aik  for  him,  and  whom  he  did 
not  know}  but  now  he  was  quitegiven 
over,  and  it  was  no  longer  doubted  that 
fome  fatal  difafter  had  befallen  him. 
His  wife,  children,  and  fervants,  were 
under  continual  grief,  and  lamented 
him  almoft  night  and  day :  but  at  length, 
when  they  came  to  fee  him  again,  their 
joy  was  fo  great,  they  could  hardly  con- 
tain themfelves;  yet  they  were  ftill 
troubled  to  find  that  his  countenance 
was  extremely  altered  from  what  it  had 
been  before,  infomuch  that  he  was 
hardly  to  be  known.  This  was  thought 
to  have  been  occafloned  by  his  great 
fatigue,  and  the  fears  he  had  under- 
gone, which  would  not  let  him  fleep. 
Finding  himfelf  fomething  out  of  order, 
he  continued  withindoors  for  two  days, 
and  would  admit  only  one  of  his  inti- 
mate friends  to  vifit  him. 

The  third  day,  perceiving  himfelf 
better,  he  thought  he  might  get  ftrength 
by  going  abroad  ;  and  therefore  went 
to  the  (hop  of  a  rich  friend  of  his,  with 
whom  he  continued  long  in  difcourfe. 
As  he  was  rifing  to  go  home,  he  ob- 
ierved  a  woman  making  a  fign  to  him, 
whom  he  prtfentiy  knew  to  be  the  con- 
fidante of  Schemfelnihar.  Partly  out 
of  fear,  and  partly  through  joy,  he 
made  what  hafte  he  could  away,  with- 
out looking  at  her;  but  /he  followed 
him,  as  he  very  well  knew  (he  would; 
the  place  they  faw  each  other  in  being 
by  no  means  proper  for  their  interview. 
As  he  walked  a  little  fafter  than  ufual, 
ihe  was  not  able  to  overtake  him ;  and 
therefore,  every  now  and  then,  called 
out  to  him  to  ftay.  He  heard  her,  it  is 
true;  but,  after  what  had  happened,  he 
did  not  think  fit  to  take  notice  of  her  in 
publick,  for  fear  of  giving  caufe  to  be- 
lieve that  he  had  been  with  Schemfel- 
nihar. In  fhort,  it  was  known  to  every 
body  in  Bagdad  that  this  woman  be- 
longed to  her;  and  therefore  he  thought 
it  but  prudence  to  conceal  his  having 
any  knowledge  of  her.  He  continued 
the  fame  pace,  and  at  laft  came  to  a 
mofque,  where  he  knew  but  few  people 
came:  there  he  entered,  and  Ihe  after 
him,  wherein  they  had  a  long  converfe 
together,  without  any  body's  over- 
hearing them. 

Both  the  jeweller  and  confidante  ex- 
prefTed  a  great  deal  of  joy  at  feeing  each 
other,  after  the  ftrange  adventure  occa- 
fioned  by  the  thieves,  and  their  recipro- 


cal  concern  for  each  other's  welfare, 
without  mentioning  a  "word  of  what 
related  to  their  own  particular  per- 
fons. 

The  jeweller  would  needs  have  her 
relate  to  him  how  (he  efcaped  with  the 
two  (laves,  and  what  (heknewof  Schem- 
felnihar from  the  time  he  had  left  her; 
but  fo  great  were  her  importunities  to 
know  from  him  what  had  happened  to 
him  from  the  time  of  their  unexpected 
feparation,  that  he  found  himfelf  oblig- 
ed to  comply  with  her.  Havingfinimed 
what  me  had  defired,  he  told  her  that 
he  expected  me  would  oblige  him  in 
her  turn;  which  fne  did  in  the  follow- 
ing manner. 

«  When  Ifirftfaw  the  thieves,'  faid 
flie,  «  I  imagined,  before  I  rightly  con- 
fidered,  that  they  were  of  the  caliph's 
guard,  who,  being;  informed  of  the 
efcape  of  Schemfelnihar,  had  fent 
them  to  take  away  the  lives  of  the 
prince  and  us  all :  but,  being  con- 
vinced of  the  error  of  that  thought, 
I  immediately  got  upon  the  leads  of 
your  houfe,  at  the  fame  time  that  the 
thieves  entered  the  chamber  where  the 
prince  and  Schemfelnihar  were,  and 
was  fopn  after  followed  by  that  la- 
dy's two  flaves.  From  leads  to  leads, 
we  came  at  laft  to  a  houfe  of  very 
honeft  people,  who  received  us  with 
a  great  deal  of  civility,  and  with 
whom  we  lodged  that  night. 

*  Next  morning,   after  we  had  re- 
turned thanks  to  the  mailer  of  the 
houfe  for  our  good  ufage,  we  returned 
to  Schemfelnihar's  hotel,  where  we 
entered  in  great   diforder;   and  the 
rather,    becaufe  we  could  not  learn 
the  fate  of  the  two  unfortunate  lovers. 
The  other  women  of  Schemfelnihar 
were  artonifhed  to  fee  me  return  with- 
out their  lady.  We  told  them  we  had 
left  her  at  a  lady's  houfe,  one  of  h:r 
friends;  and  that  me  would  fend  for 
us  when   fhe  had  a  mind  to  come 
home;  with  which  excufe  they  feemed 
well  fatisfied. 

*  For  my  part,  I  fpent  the  day  ia 
great  uneafinefs  ;    and   when   night 
came,  opening  a  little  back-gate,  I 
efpied  a  boat  driven   along   by  the 
ftream.     Calling  to  the  waterman,  I 
defired  him  to  row  up  the  river,  and 
fee  if  he  could  not  meet  a  lady  ;  and 
if  he  found  her,  to  bring  her  along 
with    him.     The  two  flaves  and   I 
waited  impatiently  for  his  return  ; 

*  aud 
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and  at  length,  about  midnight,  we 
faw  the  boat  coining  down  with  two 
men  in  it,  and  a  woman  lying  along 
in  the  (tern.  When  the  boat  was  come 
up,  the  two  men  helped  the  woman  to 
rife;  and  then  it  was  that  I  knew  her 
to  be  Schemfelnihar.  I  rejoiced  fo 
greatly  to  fee  her,  that  my  joy  cannot 
be  exprefTcd.' 


Here  Scheherazade  ended  her  dif- 
courfe  for  this  night,  intending  to  re- 
i'ume  it  again  the  night  following  j 
which  (he  did  as  follows. 


NIGHT    CCVII. 


SIR. 


WE  yefternight  left  SchemfelnJ- 
har's  confidante  in  the  mofque, 
telling  her  ftorv  to  the  jeweller  from  the 
time  they  had  been  parted,  and  with  all 
the  circumftancesj  of  Schemfelnihar's 
return  to  her  hotel.  She  proceeded 
thus. 

*  I   gave,'  faid  (be,  '  my  hand  to 
Schemielnihar,  to  help  her  out  of  the 
boat;  (he  had  no  frnall  occafion   fur 

'  my  afliftance,  for  me  could  hardly 
ftand.  When  (he  was  afhore,  me 
whifpered  me  in  the  ear,  in  an  afflicl- 
ed  tone,  and  bid  me  go  and  take  a 
purfe  of  a  thouiand  pieces  of  gold, 
and  give  to  the  foldiers  that  had  wait- 
ed on  her.  I  did  as  I  was  command- 
ed, leaving  her  to  be  fupported  by  the 
two  Haves;  and,  having  paid  the  wa- 
terman, (hut  the  back-door. 

*  I  then  followed  my  lady,  who  was 
hardly  got  up  to  her  chamber  before 
I  overtook  her.     We  undreffed  her, 
and  put  her  to  bed,  where  me  had  not 
long  been,  before  me  was  ready  to 
give  up  the  ghoft;  in  which  condi- 
tion (he  continued  the  remainder  of 
the  night.     The  day  following,  her 
other  women  exprelfed  a  great  defire 
to  fee  her;  but  I  told  them  (he  had 
been  greatly   fatigued,  and    wanted 
reft  to  reftore  her  to  her  ftrength.  We 
neverthelefs  (the  other  women  and  I) 
gave  her  all  the  afliftance  we  poflibly 
could,  and  me  could  reafonably  ex- 
peel.  She  perfifted  in  fwallowing  no- 
thing which  we  offered  her;  and  we 
muft  have  defpaired  of  her  life,  if  I 
had  not  at  lart  perfuaded  her  to  drink 
a  fpoonful  or  two  of  wine,  which  had 


a  fenfible  effecl  on  her.  By  mere 
importunity,  we  at  length  prevailed 
with  her  to  eat  alfo. 
'  When  (he  came  to  the  ufe  of  her 
fpeech,  for  ihe  had  hitherto  only 
mourned,  groaned,  and  fighed,  I  beg- 
ged of  her  to  tell  me  how  (he  had 
efcaped  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
thieves.  "  Why  mould  you  require 
of  me,"  faid  (he,  with  a  profound 
figh,  "  what  will  but  renew  my  grief? 
Would  to  God  the  thieves  had  tak- 
en away  my  life,  rather  than  preferv- 
ed  it,  (iuce  thereby  my  misfortunes 
would  have  had  an  end;  whereas  I 
now  do  but  live  to  encreafe  my  tor- 
ments." 

"  Madam,"  replied  I,  "  I  beg  you 
will  not  refufe  me  this  favour.  You 
cannot  but  know,  that  unhappy  peo- 
ple have  a  certain,  I  know  not  what, 
conlblation  in  venting  their  misfor- 
tunes; and  if  you  would  but  be 
pleafed  to  relate  yours,  I  doubt  not 
but  you  would  find  fome  relief  in 
fo  doing." 

"  Why,  then,"  faid  (lie,  "  lend  your 
ear  to  a  (lory,  the  moft  afflicting  that 
can  be  imagined.  You  muft  know, 
when  I  firft  faw  the  thieves  entering 
with  fword  in  hand,  I  believed  that 
the  laft  moment  of  my  life;  but  dy- 
ing did  not  then  feem  fo  mocking  to 
me,  fince  I  thoughtl  was  to  die  with 
the  Prince  of  Perfia.  However,  in- 
ftead  of  murdering,  two  of  the  thieves 
were  ordered  to  take  care  of  us, 
whilft  their  companions  were  bufied 
in  packing  up  the  goods  they  found 
in  the  houle.  When  they  had  done, 
and  got  their  bundles  upon  their 
backs,  they  went  away,  and  carried 
us  along  with  them. 
"  As  we  went,  one  of  thofe  who  had 
the  charge  of  us,  demanded  of  me 
brifkiy  who  I  was:  I  anfwered,  I  was 
a  dancer.  He  put  the  fame  queftion 
to  the  prince,  who  replied,  he  was  a 
fhopkeeper. 

"  When  they  were  come  to  the  place 
whither  they  were  going,  I  had  new 
fears  come  upon  me;  for  they  gather- 
ed about  us,  and  after  having  con- 
fidered  well  my  habit,  and  the  rich 
jewels  I  was  adorned  with,  they 
feemed  to  doubt  I  had  difguifed  my 
quality.  "  Dancers,"  faid  they, 
do  not  ufe  to  be  drefled  as  you  are. 
Pray  tell  us  truly  who  you  are?" 
«J  When  they  faw  I  anfwered  no. 
«c  thing, 
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thing,  they  afked  the  prince  once 
more  who  he  was;  for  they  told  him 
they  plainly  perceived  he  was  not 
the  perfon  he  pretended  to  be.  He 
did  not  fatisfy  them  much  mote  than 
I  had  done;  he  only  told  them  he 
came  to  fee  the  jeweller,  who  was 
the  owner  of  the  houfe  where  they 
found  us.  "  I  know  this  jeweller," 
faid  one  of  the  rogues,  who  feemed 
to  have  fqme  authority  over  the  reft; 
I  have  fome  obligations  to  him, 
which  yet  he  knows  nothing  of;  and 
I  take  upon  me  to  bring  him  hither 
to-morrow  -morning,  from  another 
houfe  he  hass  fowt  you  muft  not  ex- 
peel,"  continued  he,  *'  to  ftir  till 
he  comes  and  tells  us  who  you  are; 
though.,  i-n.the  mean  time,  I  promife 
you  there  mall  he  no  manner  of  in- 
jury offered  to  you."' 
««  The  jeweller  was  brought  next 
morning,  as  he  faid;  who,  thinking 
to  oblige  us,  as  he  really  did,  declar- 
ed to  the  rogues  the  whole  truth  of 
the  matter.  The  thieves  no  fooner 
knew  who  we  were,  but  they  came 
and  aiked  my  pardon;  and  I  believe 
did  the  like  to  the  prince,  who  was 
(hut  up  in  another  room.  Theypro- 
tefted  to  me,  they  would  not  have 
broke  open  the  jeweller's  houfe,  had 
they  but  known  whole  it  was.  They 
foon  after  took  us,  (the  prince,  the 
jeweller,  and  myfelf)  and  carried  us 
to  the  river- fide,  where  having  put 
us  on  board  the  boat,  they  rowed  us 
acrofs  the  water;  but  we  were  no 
fooner  landed,  than  a  party  of  the 
horfe-guards  .came  up  to  us. 
"  The  rogues  fled.  I  took  the  com- 
mander afide,  and  told  him  my  name, 
telling  him  withal,  that  the  night 
befoie  I  had  been  feized  by  robbers, 
who  forced  me  along  with  them;  but 
having  been  told  who  I  was,  releaf- 
ed  me,  and  the  two  pe;-fons  he  law 
with  me,  on  my  account.  He  alight- 
ed and  paid  his  refpe&s  to  me  ;  and 
after  having  expreffed  a  great  deal  of 
joy  for  being  abk  to  oblige  me,  he 
cauled  two  boats  to  be  brought,  put- 
ting me  atsd  two  of  his  folders, 
whom  you  have  feen,  into  one,  and 
the  prince  and  jeweller,  with  two 
more,  into  the  other.  My  guides 
have  conducted  me  hither;  but  what 
is  become  of  the  prince  and  his 
friend  I  cannot  tell. 
*'  I  truft  in  Heaven,"  added  (he,  with 


a  mower  of  tears,  "  no  harm  has  hap- 
pened to  them  fince  our  feparation; 
and  I  do  not  doubt,  but  the  prince's 
concern  for  me  is  equal  to  mine  for 
him.  The  jeweller,  to  whom  we 
have  been  fo  much  obliged,  ought  to 
be  recompenfed  for  the  lofs  he  has 
fuftained  on  our  account. — Do  not 
you  therefore  fail,"  faid  Ihe,  fpeak- 
ingto  the  confidante,  *'  to  take  two 
:  purles,  of  a  thoufand  pieces  of  gold 
each,  and  carry  them  to  htm  to- 
morrow morning  in  my  name;  and, 
at  the  fame  time,  be  ftire  to  enquire 
after  the  prince's  welfare.'' 
<  When  my  good  miftrefs  had  done 
fpeaking,  I  endeavoured,  as  tothe  laft 
article  of  enquiring  into  the  prince's 
welfare,  to  calm  her  mind,  which 
was  in  fomediiorder,  and  to  perfuade 
her  not  to  yield  fo  much  to  love,  fince 
the  danger  (he  had  but  lately  efcaped 
would  be  foon  brought  on  again  by 
fuch  an  indulgence.  She  bid  me  holJ 
my  tongue,  anddo  what  ihe  had  com- 
manded me. 

'  I  was  obliged  to  be  filent;  and  ara 
come  hither  to  obey  her  commands, 
without  any  farther  fcruple.  I  have 
been  at  your  houie;  and,  not  finding 
you  at  home,  was  about  to  have  gone 
to  wait  on  the  Prince  of  Perfia,  but 
did  not  dare  to  attempt  fo  great  a 
journey.  I  have  left  the  two  purfes 
with  a  particular  friend  of  mine;  and 
if  you  will  have  but  patience,  I  will 
go  and  fetch  them  immediately/ 

Scheheraeade  perceiving  the  day  be- 
gin to  approach,  was  forced  to  be  filent 
here:  me  however  continued  the  fame 
ftory  the  night  following,  faying  to 
the  i'ultan — 


NIGHT    CCVIIL 

SIR, 

THE  confidante  returned  -quickly 
to   the   jeweller  in    the   mofque, 
where  (he  had  Jeft  him.    She  gave  him 
the  two  purfes,  and  bid  him  accept  them 
for  her  lady's  fake.     *  They  are  much 
*  more  than  is  neceffary,'  faid  the  jew- 
eller; *   and    I  can    never   be  enough 
thankful  for  fo  great  a  prefent  from 
fo  good  and  generous  a  lady:  but  I 
befeech  you  to  acquaint  her,  on  my 
behalf,  that  I  (hall  preferve  an  eter- 
nal remembrance  of  her  bounties.'  He 
M  m  then 
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then  agreed  with  the  confidante,  that 
ftie  fhould  find  him  at  the  firft  place 
{he  had  feen  him  at,  whenever  Ihe  had 
occafion  to  impart  any  commands  from 
Schemfelnihar,  or  to  know  any  thing 
of  the  Prince  of  Perfia:  and  i'o  they 
parted. 

The  jeweller  returned  home  very  well 
fatisfied,  not  only  that  he  had  got 
wherewithal  plentifully  to  make  up  his 
lories,  hut  alfo  to  think  that  no  perfon 
in  Bagdad  could  poffibly  come  to  know 
of  the  Prince  and  Schemielnihar  be- 
ing in  his  other  houfe  when  it  was  rob- 
bed. It  is  true,  he  had  acquainted  the 
thieves  with  it,  but  their  fecrefy  he 
thought  he  might  very  well  depend  on, 
efpecialiy  in  this  particular;  they,  he 
imagined,  had  not  fufficient  corfverfe  in 
the  world  to  give  him  any  difturbance. 
He  therefore  hugged  himfelf  in  hi?  good 
fortune,  paid  his  debts,  and  furnifhed 
both  his  houfes  to  a  nicety.  Thus  he 
forgot  all  his  paft  danger;  and  next 
morning  fet  out  to  wait  on  the  Prince 
of  Perfia. 

The  prince's  domefticks  told  the 
jeweller,  at  his  arrival,  that  he  came  in 
a  very  good  time  to  make  their  lord 
fpeak,  for  they  had  not  been  able  to 
get  a  word  out  of  him  ever  fmce  he  was 
there  laft.  They  introduced  him  ibftly 
into  his  chamber; and  he  found  him  in 
fuch  a  condition  as  raifed  his  pify.  He 
was  lying  upon  his  bed,  with  his  eye- 
lids fliut;  but  when  the  jeweller  faint- 
ed hin),  and  exhorted  him  to  take  cou- 
rage, he  faintly  opened  his  eyes,  and' 
locker!  upon  him  with  fuch  an  afpecl, 
as  furrkiently  declared  the  greatnefs  of 
his  affliction.  He  neverthelefs  took  and 
grafped  him  by  the  hand,  to  teflify  his 
ftieridftiip;  and  told  him  in  a  faint  and 
weak  tone,  that  he  was  extremely  oblig- 
ed to  him  for  coming  fo  far  to  feek 
one  who  was  fo  exceedingly  unhappy 
and  miferable. 

*  My  lord,*  replied  the  jeweller, 
mention  not,  I  befeech  you,  any  obli- 
gations you  have  to  me:  1  could  wifh, 
with  all  my  foul,  the  good  offices  I 
have  endeavoured  to  do  you  had  had 
a  better  effect.  But,  at  prefent,  let  us 
difcourfe  only  of  your  health,  which 
I  fear  y^u  greatly  injure  by  an  un- 
reaf- nable  abflaining  from  proper 
nounfhment.' 

The  prince's  fervants  hearing  the 
jeweller  fay  this,  took  occafion  to  let 
Jlim  know,  it  was  with  thegreateft  dif- 


ficulty they  had  prevailed  on  him  to 
take  in  even  the  fmalleft  matter,  and 
that  for  fome  time  he  had  taken  nothing 
at  all.  This  obliged  the  jeweller  to 
beg  of  the  prince  to  let  his  fervants 
bring  him  fomething  to  eat,  which  fa- 
vour he  obtained  with  much  intercef- 
fion. 

After   the   prince   had    eaten    more 
largely   than    he    had    hitherto    done, 
through  the  perfuafion  of  the  jeweller, 
he  commanded  the  fervants  to  quit  the 
room,    and   leave  him  alone  with    his 
friend.     When  the  room  was  clear,  he 
laid—'  In  conjunction  with   my  mis- 
fortune, that  di(tra6ls  me,  I  have  been 
exceeding-ly    concerned   to   think   of 
what  you  have  fu  fife  red  on  my  account; 
and  as  it  is  but  juft   I   fliould  make 
you  what  recompenfe  I  can,  fo  I  (hall 
be  fure  to  take  the  firft  opportunity  of 
doing  it:  however,  at  piefent,  beg- 
ging only  your  pardon  a   thoufanJ 
times,  I  mud  conjure  you  to  tell  me 
whether  you  have  learnt  any  thing  of 
Schemfelnihar,  fmce  I  had  the  mis- 
fortune to  be  parted  from  her.* 
Here  the  jeweller,  upon  the  confi- 
dante's information,  related  to  him  all 
that  he  knew  of  Schemfelnihar's  arriv- 
al at  her  hotel,  her  ftate  of  health  from 
the  time  he  had  left  her,  and  how  fhe 
had  fent  her  confidante  to  him  to  en- 
quire after  his  highnefs's  welfare. 

To  all  this  the  prince  only  replied 
with  fighs  and  tears:  then  he  made  an 
effort  to  get  up,  and  being  afliiied  by 
the  jeweller,  made  fhift  to  rife.  Being 
upon  his  legs,  he  called  his  fervants, 
and  made  them  open  his  wardrobe, 
whither  he  went  in  perfon;  and,  having 
caufed  feveral  bundles  of  rich  goods 
and  plate  to  be  packed  up,  he  ordered 
them  to  be  carried  to  the  jeweller's 
houfe. 

The  jeweller  would  fain  have  with- 
ftood  this  kind  offer;  but  although  he 
reprefented,  that  Schemfelnihar  had  al- 
ready made  him  more  than  fufficient 
amends  for  what  he  had  loft,  the  prince 
would  be  obeyed.  The  jeweller  thought 
himfelf  obliged  to  make  all  poffible  ac- 
knowledgments, and  protelted  how 
much  he  was  confounded  at  his  high- 
nefs's liberality.  He  would  then  have 
taken  his  leave,  but  the  prince  would 
not  let  him;  and  fo  they  palfed  away  in 
difcourfe  good  part  of  the  night. 

Next  morning  the  jeweller  waited  on 
the  prince  again,  before  he  went  away; 

bu; 
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difcovered  all  to  an  eunuch  of  the 
guard,  who  gave  her  protection,  as 
we  have  fince  heard. 
*  But  this  is  not. all.  The  other  flave 
her  companion  is  fle,d  too,  and  has 
taken  refuge  in  the  caliph's  palace: 
fo  that  we  may  well  fear  (he  has  acted 
her  part  in  this  difcovery:  for,  juft  as  I 
came  away,  the  caliph  had  fent  twen- 
ty of  his  eunuchs  for  Schemfelnihar> 
and  they  had  carried  her  to  the  pa- 
lace. I  juft  found  means  to  come 
and  tell  you  this;  yet  I  fear  no  good 
will  come  of  it:  but,  above  all,  I  re- 
commend it  to  you  as  a  fecret.' 

The  day,  which  began  here  to  fhew 
it's  light,  obliged  Scheherazade  to  fay 
no  more}  but  (he  continued  the  fame 
ilory  the  night  following. 


but  he  would  not  let  him  ftir:  he  muft 
fi*ft  fit  down,  and  hear  what  he  had  to 
fay  to  him.     *  You  know,'  faid   he, 
there  is  an  end  propofed  in  all  things. 
Now  the  end  the  lover  propofes,  is  to 
enjoy  the  beloved  object  in  fpite  of 
all  oppofition.     If  he  lofes  that  hope, 
he  muft  not  think  to  live.     You  alfo 
know  that  this  is  my  hard  cafe;  for 
when   I  had  been  twice  at  the  very 
point  of  fulfilling  my  defires,  I  was 
all  of  a  fudHen  torn  from  what  I  lov- 
ed, in  themoft  cruel  manner  imagina- 
ble; I  had  then  no  more  to  do,  but 
to  think  of  death;  and  I  had  certain- 
ly proved  my  own  executioner,  but 
that  our  holy  laws  forbid  us  to  com- 
mit fuicide.     But  there  is  no  need  of 
fuch  violent  means;  death  will  foon 
do  it's  own  work,  in  a  fure,  though 
gentle  method;  I  find  myfelf  in  a  man- 
ner gone,  and  that  I  have  not  long  to 
wait  the  welcome  blow.'  Here  he  was 
filent,  and  vented  the  reft  of  his  pafiion 
only  in  groans,  fighs,  fobs,  and  tears, 
which  came  from   him  in  great  abun- 
dance. 

The  jeweller,  who  knew  no  better 
way  of  turning  him  from  his  defpair, 
than  by   bringing  Schemfelnihar  into 
his  mind,  and  giving  him  fome  hopes 
of  enjoying  her,  told  him,  he  feared  the 
confidante  might  be  come  from  her  la- 
dy, and  therefore  thought  not  proper  to 
flay  any  longer  from  home.     *  I  will  let 
you  go,'  laid  the  prince;  *  but  con- 
jure you,  that  if  you  fee  her,  you  re- 
commend to  her,  to  affure  Schemfel- 
nihar, that  if  I  die,  as  I  expect  to  do 
every  minute,  I  will  blefs  her  with 
my  laft  breath,  and  love  her  to  the  laft 
moment.' 

The  jeweller  returned  home  in  ex- 
pectation of  feeing  the  confidante;  and 
(he  came  fome  few  hours  after,  but  all 
in  tears,  and  in  great  affliction.  He 
afked  her  with  great  earneftnefs,  what 
was  the  matter:  (he  anfwered,  that 
Schemfelnihar,  the  prince,  herfelf,  and 
he,  were  all  ruined.  He  demanded  how. 
Hear  the  fad  news,'  faid  fhe,  *  as  it 
was  told  me  juft  upon  my  entering 
our  hotel,  after  I  had  left  you. 
*  Schemfelnihar  had,  it  feems,  for 
fome  fault,  chaftifed  one  of  the  (laves 
you  faw  with  her  in  your  other  houfe; 
the  flave,  enraged  at  the  ill  treatment, 
ran  prefently  away,  and  finding  the 
gate  open,  went  forth;  fo  that  we 
fcave  juft  realbn  to  believe  (he  haa 
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TH  E  confidante  added  to  what  fie 
had  before  faid  to  the  jeweller, 
that  it  was  expedient  he  mould  go  and 
acquaint  the  prince  with  the  whole  -af- 
fair, to  the  end  he  might  be  ready  on  all 
occafions,  and  contribute  what  he  was 
able  to  the  common  caufe.  After  which 
(he  ran  away  in  great  hafte,  without 
fpeaking  a  word  more,  or  waiting  for 
anyanfwer. 

What  anfwer,  however,  could  the 
jeweller  have  made,  in  the  deplorable 
condition  he  was  in  ?  He  ftood  ftill  as 
if  he  was  thunder-ftruck,  and  had  not 
a  word  to  fay.  He  was,  neverthelefs, 
fenfible  that  the  affair  required  expe- 
dition, and  therefore  immediately  went 
to  give  the  prince  an  account  of  it.  He 
addrefTed  himfelf  to  him  with  an  air 
that  fufficiently  (hewed  the  bad  news 
he  brought  him.  *  Prince,'  faid  he  to 
him,  *  arm  yourfelf  with  courage  and 

*  patience,   and  prepare  to  receive  the 
'  moft  terrible  affault  that  ever  yet  was 

*  made  on  your  nature.' 

*  Tell  me,  in  a  few  words,'  faid  the 
prince,  *  what  it  is  I  muft  prepare  to 

*  receive;  for  if  it  be  death  only,  Iain 

*  both  readyand  willing  to  undergo  it.' 
Then  the  jeweller  told  him  all  that 

he   had    learned  from  the  confidante. 

*  You  fee,1  continued  he,  '  your  de- 

*  ftruction  is  inevitable,  if  you  delay. 

*  Up,  rife,  fave  yourfelf  by  flight,  for 

*  the  time  is  precious.     You,   of  all 

M  m  »  «  m«*i, 
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'  men,  muft  not  sxpofe  yourfelf  to  the 
'  angei  of  the  caliph,  and  fhould  much 
'  lefs  confefs  any  thing  in  the  midft  of 
'  torments.' 

At  thefe  words  the  prince  was  almoft 
ready  to  expire  through  grief,  afflic- 
tion, and  fear;  however,  he  recovered 
himielf,  and  demanded  of  the  jeweller 
•what  refclution  he  Would  acivife  him  to 
take  in  this  unhappy  conjuncture.  The 
jeweller  told  him  he  thought  nothing 
more  proper  than  that  he  fhould  imme- 
diately take  horfe,  and  hafte  away  to- 
wards Anbar*,  that  he  might  get  thi- 
ther with  all  convenient  fpeed.  <  Take 
*  what  fervants  and  hories  you  think 
* neceffary,'  continued  he  ;  'and  fuffer 
'  me  to  efcapewith  you.' 

The  prince,  feeing  nothing  more  ad- 
vifeable,  immediately  gave  orders  for 
iuch  an  equipage  as  would  be  leaft 
troublefome;  fo  having  put  fome  mo- 
ney and  jewels  in  his  pocket,  and  taken 
leave  of  his  mother,  he  departed  in 
company  with  the  jeweller,  and  fbch 
fervants  as  he  had  chofen. 

Thay  tra?elled  all  that  day,  and  the 
day  following,  -without  (lopping;  till, 
at  length,  about  the  dufk  of  the  even- 
ing, both  their  hories  and  felves  being 
greatly  fatigued, they  alighted  at  an  inn 
to  refrefh  themfelves. 

They  had  hardly  fat  down,  before 
they  found  themfelves  fvirrounded  and 
afiaulted  by  a  huge  knot  of  thieves. 
They  defended  their  lives  for  ibme 
time  courageouily;  but,  at  length,  the 
prince's  fervants  being  all  killed,  both 
he  and  the  jeweller  were  obliged  to  yield 
at  diicyetion.  The  thieves-,  however, 
fpared  their  lives;  but,  after  they  had 
feized  on  their  hories  and  baggage, 
they  took  away  their  cloa-ths,  and  left 
them  naked. 

Being    in   thrs    condition,    and    the 
thieves  gone  from  thtm,  the  prince  laid 
-o  the  jeweller — *  What  is  to  be  done, 
my  friend,  in  this  conjuncture?   Had 
I  not  better,  think  you,  have  tarried  i» 
Bagdad,  and  undergone  any  fate,  ra- 
ther than  have  been  reduced  to  this  ex- 
tremity ?'—*•*  My   lord,1  replied   t-h« 
eweller,  *"  it  is  the  decree  of  Heaven 
that  vte  mould   thus  fuffer.      It  has 
pleafed  Gocf  to  add  affliction  toafilic- 
.tion,  and  we  muft  not  murmur  ut  ir, 
but  receive  his    chaitifements   with 


*  fubmiffion.     Let  us  ftay  no  longer 
'  here,  but  go  and  look  out  for  fome 
'  place,  where  we  may   be  concealed 

*  and  relieved.* 

'  No,  let  me  rather  die,'  faid  the 
prince;  *  for  whatfvgnifies  it  whether  I 

*  die  here  orelftwhere  ?  for  die  I  know 
'  I  muft  very  f&ortly.     It  may  be,  this 

*  very    minute   that    we   are   talking, 
'  Schemfelnihar  is  no  more  !  And  why 

*  fiiouid  I  endeavour  to  live,  after  fhe 

*  is  dead?'    The  jeweller  at  length  pre- 
va;led  on  him  to  go  as  he  laid;  and  they 
had  noi  gone  far  before  they  came  to  a 
mofq.ue,  which   being  open,   they  en- 
tered it,  and  pafJed  there  the  remainder 
of  the  night. 

Atday-break  a  fiivgle  man  came  into 
the  mofque  to  his  devoiion.  When  he 
had  ended  his  prayer,  and  was  timing 
to  go  out,  he  perceived  the  prince  andj 
the  jeweller,  who  were  fitting  in  a  cor- 
ner to  conceal  themfelves.  He  went  up 
to  them;  and,  after  having  faluted  them 
with  a  great  deal  of  civility,  faid — '  By 

*  what  I  perceive,  gentlemen,  you  feem 
'  to  be  ftrangers.' 

The  jeweller  anfwered— '  You  are 

*  not  deceived,    Sir.     We   have  beea 
1  robbed  to-night  in  coming  from  Bag,. 

*  dad,  and  are  retired  hither  for  fticl- 
'  ter.     If  you  can  relreve  us  in  ourne- 

*  ceffities,we  fhall  be  very  much  obliged 

*  to  you,  for  we  know  not  any  body 
'  hereto  make  our  addrefles  to.'     The 
maa  anfwered—-'  If  you  think  fit  to 
'  come  along  with  me  to  my  houie,  I 

*  will  do  what  I  can  fo'r  you.' 

Upon  this  obliging  offer,  the  jewel- 
ler turned  to  the  prince,  and  laid  in  hi» 
ear — c  This  man,  as  far  as  I  can  per- 
ceive, Sir,  does  not  know  us;  there- 
fore we  had  better  go  with  him,  than 
ftay  hereto  be  expo  fed  to  the  light  of 
fomebody  that   may.' — '  Do  as   you 
pleafe,'  faid  the  pri-nce;   *  I  am  will- 
ing to  be  guided  by  your  difcretion.' 
The  man  obferving   the  pnnce  and 
jeweller   confulting  together,  thought 
they  made  fome  difficulty  to  accept  his 
propofition  ;  wherefore  he  demanded  of 
them  if  they  were  refolved  what  to  do. 
The  j.eweller  anfwered — '  We  are  ready 

*  to  follow  yoft  whither  you  pleafe;  all 

*  that  we  make  a  difficulty  about  is  to 
<   appear  thus  naked/ 

*  Let  not  that  trouble  you,'  faid  the 


*  Auhar  is  a  thy  on-r.h.-  TLjr -i,  twenty  Ic^uss  below  Bagdad. 
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man;  *  we  will  find  wherewithal  to 
*  cloath  you,  I  warrant  you.'     And 
they  were  no  fooner  got  to  the  houfe, 
than  he  brought  forth  a  very  handfome 
fuit   for  each  of  them.     Next,   as   he 
thought  they  mult  needs  be  very  hun- 
gry, and  have  a  mind  to  go  to  bed,  he 
had  feveral  plates  of  meat  brought  out 
to  them  by  a  flave:   but  they  eat  little, 
efpecially  the  prince;  who  was  fo  de- 
jecled  and  difpirited,  as  gave  the  jew- 
eller caufe  to -fear  he  would  die.    Then 
they  went  to  bed,  and  their  hoft  left 
them  to  their  repofe ;  but  they  had  no 
fooner  laid  down,  than  the  jeweller  was 
forced  to  call  him  again  to  affiftat  the 
death  of  the  prince.     He   found   hint 
breathe    (hort,    and    with    difficulty; 
which  gave  him  juft  reafbn  to  fear  he 
had  but  a  few  minutes  to  live.  Coming 
near  him,  the  prince  faid — '  It  is  done; 
and  I  am  glad  you  are  by,  to  be  wit- 
nefs  of  my  laft  words.     I  quit  this 
Jife  with  a  great  deal  of  fatisfaclion ; 
but  I  need  not  tell  you  the  reafon, 
for   you  know  it  too  well   already. 
All  the  regret  I  have  is,  that  I  can- 
not die  in   the  arms  of  my  deareft 
mother,  who  has  always  loved  me 
with  a  tendernefs  not  to  be  expreffed, 
and  for  whom  I  had  a  reciprocal  af- 
fection.    She  will   undoubtedly  not 
be  a  little  grieved  that  (he  could  not 
clofe  my  eyes,  and  bury  me  with  her 
own  hands.     But  let  her  know  how 
much  I  was  concerned  at  this;  and 
defire  her,  in  my  name,  to  have  my 
corpfe  tran  fported  to  Bagdad,   that 
(he  may  have  an  opportunity  to  bedew 
my  tomb  with  her  tears,  and  afTift 
my  departed   foul  with  her  prayers,' 
He  then  took  notice  of  the  maii;rof 
the  houfe,  thanked  him  for  the  ieveral 
favours  he  had  received  from  him,  and 
defired  him  to  let  his  body  be  depofited 
with  him  till  iuch  time  as  it  mould  be 
Carried  away  to  Bagdad.     Having  laid 
all  this,  he  turned  alide  and  expired, 

Scheherazade  had  juft  concluded  her 
ftory  of  the  prince's  death,  when  Hie 
perceived  the  day-light  to  appear ; 
whereupon  (he  left  off,  and  relumed 
ber  dii'courfe  the  next  night  as  follows. 

NIGHT    CCX, 

SIR, 

NEXT    day,  after  the    prince^ 
death,  the  jeweller  took  the  op- 
portunity of  a  numerous  caravan  tlvat 


was  going  to  Bagdad,  and  arrived  there 
fome  time  after  in  fafety.  He  firft  went 
home  to  change  his  cloaths,  and  then 
baftened  to  the  prince's  palace,  where 
every  body  was  furprized  that  their 
lord  was  not  come  with  him.  He  defired 
them  to  acquaint  the  prince's  mother 
that  he  muft  needs  fpeak  with  her  im- 
mediately ;  and  it  was  not  long  before 
he  was  introduced  to  her,  whom  he 
found  in  a  hall,  with  feveral  of  her  wo- 
men about  her.  *  Madam,1  faid  he  to 
her,  with  an  air  that  fufficiently  de- 
noted his  ill  news,  '  God  preferve  your 
*  h ighnefs,and  fhower  down  the  choiceft- 
'  of  his  bleffings  upon  you  !  Youcan- 
«  not  be  ignorant  that  it  is  he  alone 
'  who  difpofes  of  us  all  at  his  plea- 
«  fure.' 

The  princefs  would  not  give  him 
leave  to  go  on,  but  cried  out — '  Alas, 
*  you  bring  me  the  deplorable  news  of 
'  my  fon's  death!'  At  which  words 
(he  and  her  women  fet  up  fuch  a  hide- 
ous outcry,  as  foon  brought  frefh  tears 
into  the  jeweller's  eyes.  She  thus  tor- 
mented and  grieved  herfelf  a  long 
while,  before  (he  would  fufter  the  un- 
fortunate meflenger  to  go  on.  How- 
ever, at  length  fhe  gave  a  truce  to  her 
fighs  and  groans,  and  begged  of  him 
to  continue  the  fatal  relation,  without 
concealing  from  her  the  leaft  circum- 
ftance.  He  did  as  fee  commanded  j 
and,  when  he  had  done,  (he  farther  de- 
manded of  him  if  her  fon  the  prince 
had  not  given  him  in  charge  fomethingf 
more  particular.  He  affured  her  his 
la(l  words  were,  that  it  was  the  greateft 
concern  to  him  that  he  muft  die  fo  far 
diftant  from  his  dear  mother,  and  that 
he  earneftly  entreated  (he  would  be 
pleafed  to  have  his  corpfe  tranfpoi  ted  to 
Bagdad.  Accordingly,  next  morning, 
at  day-break,  the  princefs  fet  out,  with: 
her  women  and  great  part  of  her  (laves, 
to  bring  her  ion's  body  to  her  own  pi- 
lace. 

The  jeweller,  having  taken  leave  of 
her,  returned  home  very  fad  and  melan- 
choly, to  think  he  had  loft  fo  good  a 
friend,  and  fo  accompliihed  a  prince, 
in  the  flower  of  his  age. 

As  he  came  near  his  houfe,  deje6led 
and  mufing,  on  a  fudden  lifting  up  his 
eyes,  he  faw  a  woman  in  mourning  and 
tears  (landing  before  him.  He  pre- 
fently  knew  her  to  be  the  confidante, 
who  had  flood  there-  grieving  for  fome 
tim«  ;hat  (he  could  nvt  fee  him.  At  the 

fight 
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fight  of  her  his  tears  began  to  flow 
afreih,  but  he  faid  nothing  to  her;  and, 
going  into  his  own  houfe,  fhe  followed 
him. 

They  fat  down  ;  when  the  jeweller, 

beginning  the  difnial  difcourfe,  afked 

the  confidante,  with  a  deep  figh,  if  (he 

bad  heard  nothing  of  the  death  of  the 

Prince  of  Perfia,  and  if  it  was  on  his 

account  that  (he  grieved.    *  Alas!'  an- 

fwered   (he;   '  what,  is  that  charming 

prince  then  dead  ?     He  has  not  lived 

long  after   his    dear   Schemfelnihar. 

Beauteous  fouls!'  continued  (he,  '  in 

whatfoever  place  ye  now  are,  ye  ought 

to  be  plea  fed  that  your  loves  will  no 

more  be  interrupted.     Your  bodies 

were  before  an  obftacle  to  your  wifh- 

es;  but  now,  being  delivered  of  them, 

you  may    unite   as   cloiely   as    you 

pleafe.' 

The  jeweller,  who  had  heard  nothing 
of  Schemfelnihar's  death,  and  had  not 
obferved  the  confidante  was  in  mourn- 
ing,   through  his   exceffive   grief  that 
blinded  him,  was  now  anew  afflicted  to 
hear  this  farther  bad  news.  '  IsSchem- 
•  felniharthen  dead?'  cried  he,  in  great 
aftonifhment.     '  She  is  dead,*  replied 
the  confidante,  weeping  afrefhj   '  and 
it  is  for  her  that  1  wear  thefe  weeds. 
The  circumftances  of  her  death  are 
extraordinary, 'continued  fhe;*  there- 
fore  it  is  but  requifite   you    (hould 
kr\ow  them:  but,   before  I  give  you 
an  account  of  them,  1  heg  you  to  let 
me  know  thofe  of  the  Prince  of  Per- 
tia;  whom,   in  conjunction  with   my 
deareft  friend  and  rniitiefs,  I  (hall  la- 
ment as  long  as  I  live.' 
The  jeweller  then  gave   the  confi- 
dante the  fatisfaftion  (he  defired;  and, 
after  he   had  told   her  all,  even  to  the 
departure  of  the  prince's    mother,  to 
t>nng  her  Ion's  body  to  Bagdad,   (he 
began,  and  faid — '  You  have  not  for- 
got,  I  fuppofe,  that  I   told  you  the 
caliph  had  lent  for  Schemfelnihar  to 
his  palace;  and  it  is  true,  as  we  had 
all  the  reafonin  the  world  to  believe, 
he  had  been  informed  of  the  amour 
between  her  and  the   prince   by  the 
two  (laves,  whom  he   had  examined 
apart.     Now  you  will  be  apt  to  ima- 
gine he  rnuft  of  neceffity  be  exceed- 
ingly enraged  at  Schemftlnihar,  and 
dilcover  many  tokens  of  jealoufy  and 
revenge  againft  the  prince;  but  I  mud 
tell  you  he  had  neither  one  nor  the 
other,  and  laiiitmed   only  his  dear 


c  miftrefs's  forfakinghim,  which  he  in 

*  fome  meafure  attributed  to  himfelf, 
'  in  giving  her  fo  much  freedom  to  walk 

*  about  the  city  without  his  eunuchs. 

*  This  was  all  the  refentment  he  (hew- 
'  ed,  as  you  will  find  by  his  carriage 

*  towards  her,  as  follows. 

'  He  received  her  with  an  open  coun- 

*  tenance;  and,  when   he  obferved  the 

*  fadnefs  (he  was  under,  which  never- 
'  thelefs  did  notleffen  her  beauty,  with 
'  a  goodnefs   peculiar  to    himfelf,  he 

*  faid — "  Schemfelnihar,  I  cannot  bear 
'*  your  appearing  thus  before  me  with 
"  anair  of  affliction.     Youmuftneeds 
"  be  fenfible  how  much  I  have  always 
"  loved  you,  by  the  continual  demon- 
«*  ftrations  I  have  given  you  of  it;  and 
"  I   can  never  change  my  mind,  for 
"  even  now  I  love  you  more  than  ever. 
"  You  have  enemies,  Schemfelnihar," 
'  proceeded  hej  "  and  thofe  enemies 
'*  have  done  you  all  the  wrong  they 
"  c^n.     For  this  purpofe   they  have 
"  filled   my  ears   with  ftories  agajnft 
"  you,  which  have  not  yet  made  the 
"  lead    impreffion    upon  me.     Shake 
"  off,  then,  this  melancholy,"  conti- 

*  nued  he,  "  and  prepare  to  entertain 
"  your  lord  this  night  after  your  ac- 
"  cuftomed  manner."     He  faid  many 

*  other  obliging    things  to    her,    and 
'  then  defired  her  to  ftep  into  a  magni- 

*  ficent  apartment,  and  ftay  for  him. 

'  The  afflifled   Schemfelnihar  was 

*  very  fenfible  of  the  kindnefs  the  ca- 

*  liph  had  for  her;  but  the  more  (he 
'  thought  herfelf  obliged  to  him,  the 
'  more  (he  was  concerned  that  fhe  was 
4   fo  far  off  from   the  prince,   without 

*  whom  (he  could  not  live,  and  yet  (he 
'  was  afraid  (he  fliould  never  fee  him 
'   more. 

*  This  interview  between  the  caliph 
'  and  Schemfelnihar,'  continued  the 
confidante,  '  was  whilft  I  came  to  fpeak 
'  with  you;  and  I  learned  the  particu- 
'  lars  of  it  from  my  companions,  who 

*  were  prefent.     But  I  had  no  (boner 

*  left  you,"  proceeded  (he,  '  than  I  went 

*  to  my  dear  miftrefs  again,  and  was 

*  eye-witnefs  to  what  happened  after. 
'   wards.     I  found  her   in   the  apart- 

*  ment  I  told  you  of;  and,  as  (he  thought 

*  I  came  from  you,  fhe  came  up  to  me, 
'  and,  whifperingme  in  the  ear,  (aid— 
*'    I   am    much   obliged  to   you  for  the 
"   fervice  yon  have  been  doing  me,  but 
"   fear  it  will  be  the  laft/'     I  took  no 

*  notice  of  her  words,  and  (he  faid  no 

*  more 
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more  to  me;  but  if  I  had  had  a  mind 
to  fay  any  thing  to  comfort  her,  I  was 
in  a  place  that  was  by  no  means  pro- 
per for  difclofmgmy  thoughts. 
«  The  caliph  was  introduced  at  night 
with  the  (bund  of  inftruments  our 
women  played  upon,  and  the  col- 
lation was  immediately  ferved  up. 
He  took  his  miftrefs  by  the  hand, 
and  made  her  lit  down  with  him  on 
a  fofa;  which  me  did  with  fuch  re- 
gret, that  (he  expired  fome  few  mi- 
nutes after.  In  fliort,  (lie  was  hardly 
fat  down,  but  me  fell  backwards; 
which  the  caliph  believed  to  be  only 
a  fwoon,  and  fo  we  thought  all;  but 
when  we  endeavoured  to  bring  her  to 
herfelf,  we  found  (he  was  quite  gone, 
which  you  may  imagine  not  a  little 
afflicted  us. 

*  The  caliph  did  her  the  honour  to 
weep  over  her,  not  being;  able  to  re- 
frain from  tears  ;  and  before  he  left 
the  room,  ordered  all  the  mufical 
inftruments  to  be  broken,  which  was 
immediately  executed.  For  my  part, 
I  ftayed  with  her  corpfe  all  night, 
and  next  morning  bathed  her  with  my 
tears,  and  drefled  her  for  her  funeral. 
The  caliph  had  her  interred  foon  af- 
ter in  a  magnificent  tomb  he  had 
creeled  for  her  in  her  life-time,  in  a 
place  me  had  defired  to  be  buried  in. 
Now  fmce  you  tell  me,'  faid  me, 
that  jhe  Prince  of  Per-fia's  body  is  to 
be  brought  to  Bagdad,  I  will  ufe  my 
beft  endeavours  that  he  (hall  be  in- 
terred in  the  fame  tomb;  which  may 
be  fome  fatisfa&ion,  at  leaft,  to  two 
fuch  faithful  lovers.' 
Thejeweller  was  fomewhat  furprized 
at  this  refolution  of  the  confidante's, 
and  faid — '  Certainly  you  do  not  con- 
fider  that  this  enterprize  is  in  a  man- 
ner impoflible,  for  the  caliph  will  be 
fure  never  to  fuffer  it.' — l  Do  not  you 
be  concerned  at  that,'  replied  (he; 
for  you  will  undoubtedly  be  of  ano- 
ther opinion  after  I  have  told  you 
that  the  caliph  has  given  liberty  to 
all  her  (laves  in  general,  with  a  con- 
ficierablepenfion  to  each  for  their  fub- 
fiftence;  and  as  to  me  in  particular, 
has  honoured  me  with  the  charge  of 
my  miitrefs's  tomb, and  allotted  me  an 
annual  income  for  my  maintenance. 
Moreover,  you  muft  needs  think  the 
caliph,  who  was  not  ignorant  of  the 
amour  between  Schemielnihar  and 


*  the  prince,  as   I  have  already   toM 

*  you,  will  not  be  a  whit  concerned,  if 
'  now,  after  her  death,  he  be  buried 

*  with  her.'     To  all  this  the  jeweller 
had  not  a  word  to  fay,  yet  earneftly  en- 
treated the  confidante  to  conduft  him 
to  her  miftrefs's  tomb,  that  he  might 
fay  his  prayers  over  her.     When    he 
came  in  fight  of  it,  he  was  not  a  little 
furprized  to  find  a  vaft  number  of  peo- 
ple of  both  fexes,  who  were  come  thi- 
ther from  all  parts  of  Bagdad.  By  rea- 
fon  he  could  not  come  near  the  tomb, 
he  faid  his  prayers  at  a  diftance;  and 
then  going  to  the  confidante,  who  was 
waiting  hard  by,  he  faid  to  her — '  I  am 

altogether  of  a  contrary  opinion  to 
what  I  was  juft  now  ;    for  now  I  am 
fo  far  from  thinking  that  what  you 
propofed  cannot  be  put  in  execution, 
that  you  and  I  need  only  tell  abroad 
what  we  know  of  the  amour  of  this 
unfortunate    couple,    and    how   the 
prince  died  much  about  the  fame  time 
with  his  miftrefs,  and  is  now  bring- 
ing up  to  be  buried;  and  the  people 
will  bring  the  thing  about,  and  not 
fuffer  that  two  fuch  faithful  lovers 
mould  be  feparated  when  de-ad,  whom 
nothing    could     divide    in    affeclion 
whilft  they  lived.'     AS  he  faid,  fo  it 
came  to  pafs  ;  for  as  foon  as  it  came  to 
be  known  that  the  corpfe  was  within  a 
day's  journey  of  the  city,  the  inhabi- 
tants almoft  of  all  forts  went  forth,  and 
met  it  above  twenty  miles  oft";  and  af- 
terwards marched  before  it,  till  it  came 
to  the  city  gate;  where  the  confidante, 
waiting  for  that  purpofe,  prefented  her- 
felf   before  the   prince's   mother,  and 
begged  of  her,  in  the  name  of  the  whole 
city,  that  llie  would  be  pleafed  to  con- 
fent  that  the  bodies  of  the  two  lovers, 
who    had    but   one   heart    whilft  they 
lived,    efpecially  during  their  amour, 
might  be  buried  in  the  fame  tomb  now 
they  were  dead.     The  princefs  imme- 
diately confented;  and  the  corpfe  of  the 
prince,  inftead  of  being  depofited  in  his 
own  burying  place,  was  laid  by  Schem- 
felnihar's  fide,  after  it  had  been  carried 
along  HI   pruceflion   at  the  head  of  an 
infinite  number  of  people,  of  all  con- 
ditions  and   degrees ;    nay,   from   that 
very  time,  all  the  inhabitants  of  Bag- 
dad,  and    even    (hangers,    from    luch 
parts  of  the  world  as  honoured  the  Ma- 
hometan religion,  have  had  a  mighty 
veneration  for  that  tomb^nd  paid  their 
devotion 
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devotion  at  it  as  often  as  opportunity 
would  give  them  leave. 

c  This,  Sir,'  faid  Scheherazade,  who 
now  perceived  the  day  began  to  ap- 
proach, '  is  what  I  had  to  relate  to  your 
majefty  concerning  the  amour  of  the 
fair  Schemfelnihar,  miibeis  to  the  Ca- 
liph Haroun  Alrafchid;  and  the  wor- 
thy Ali  Ebn  Becar,  Prince  of  Per- 
fia.' 

When  Dinarzade  obferved  that  her 

iifter  the  fultanefs  had  done  fpeaking, 

fhe  thanked  her  in  the  moft  obliging 

manner  for  her  entertainment  in  a  hif- 

tory  fo  exceedingly  agreeable.     *  If  the 

fultan  will  be  pleafed  to  let  me  live 

till  to  morrow,'    faid  Scheherazade, 

I  will  alfo  relate  that  of  Prince  Ca- 

maralzaman  *,  which  you  will   find 

yet  more  agreeable.'     Here  flie  ftop- 

ped  ;    and  the  fultan,  who  could   not 

jet  refolve  on  her  death    permitted  her 

to  go  on  ne"xt  night  in  the  following 

manner. 

NIGHT    CCXI. 

NEXT  morning  before  it  was 
light,  and  before  me  had  been 
awaked  after  the  ufual  manner  by  her 
f)fter,  Scheherazade  related  to  the  Sul- 
tan of  the  Indies  the  hiftory/  of  Cama- 
ralzaman,  as  ihe  had  promifed. 


TJIE    STORY    OF    THE     AMOURS    OF 

CAMARALZAMAN, PRINCE  OF  THE 
ISLES  OF  THE  CHILDREN  OF 
KHALEDAN;  AND  OF  BADOURA, 

PRINCESS  OF  CHINA. 

SIR, 

A  BOUT  twenty  days  fail  on  the 
f*  coaft  of  Perfia,  there  are  iflands 
in  the  main  ocean,  called  the  Iflands  of 
the  Children  of  Khaledan  :  thefeiflands 
are  divided  into  four  great  provinces, 
which  have  all  cf  them  very  nourifhing 
and  populous  cities,  and  which  make 
together  a  moft  potent  kingdom.  It 
is  governed  by  a  king  named  Schahza- 
man  f,  who  has  four  lawful  wives,  all 
daughters  of  kings,  and  fixty  concu- 
bines. 

Schahzaman  thought  himfelf  the  moft 
happy  monarch  of  the  world,  as  well  on 


account  of  his  peaceful  as  profperous 
reign.  One  thing  only  difturbed  his 
happinefs  ;  which  was,  that  he  was 
pretty  old,  and  had  no  children,  though 
he  had  fo  many  wives.  He  knew  not 
what  to  attribute  this  barrennefs  to  j 
and,  what  encreafed  his  affliction  was, 
that  he  was  likely  to  leave  his  kingdom 
without  a  fucceffbr.  He  diffembled  his 
difcontent  a  long  while;  and,  what  was 
yet  more  uneafy  to  him,  he  was  con- 
itrained  to  diiTemble.  However,  at 
length  he  broke  filence;  and  one  day, 
after  he  had  complained  bitterly  of  his 
misfortune  to  his  grand  vizier,  he  de- 
manded of  him  if  he  knew  any  remedy 
for  it. 

That  wife  minifter  replied — '  If  what 
your  majefty  requires  of  me  had  de- 
pended on  the  ordinary  methods  of 
human  wifdom,  you  had  foon  had  an 
anfwer  to  your  fatisfaftion  ;  but,  as 
my  experience  and  knowledge  are  not 
fufficient  to  content  you,  I  muft  ad- 
vife  you  to  have  recourfe  to  the  Di- 
vine Power  alone;  who,  in  th&  midft 
of  our  profperities,  which  often  tempt 
us  to  forget  him,  is  pleafed  fo  to  li- 
mit our  difcernment,  that  we  may  ap- 
ply only  to  his  omnifcience  for  what 
we  have  occafion  to  know.  Your 
majefty  has  fubje&s/  proceeded  he, 
who  make  a  profedion  of  loving  and 
honouring  God,  and  fuffering  great 
hardships  for  his  fake;  to  them  I 
would  advife  you  to  have  recourfe, 
and  engage  them,  by  alms,  to  join 
their  prayers  with  your's;  it  may  be, 
fome  among  them  may  be  fo  juft  and 
agreeable  to  God  as  to  obtain  what 
they  pray  for.' 

ICing  Schahzaman  approved  of  this 
advice  very  much,  and  thanked  his  vi- 
zier for  it  :  he  immediately  cauled  rich 
alms  to  be  given  to  every  monaftery  in 
his  dominions  ;  and,  having  fent  for 
the  fuperiors,  declared  to  them  his  in- 
tention, and  delired  them  to  acquaint 
their  monks  with  it. 

The  king,  in  fhort,  obtained  of  Hea- 
yen  what  he  requefted  ;  for  in  nine 
months  time  he  had  a  fon  born  of  one 
of  his  wives.  In  return  for  this  favour, 
he  fent  new  alms  to  the  religious  houfes ; 
and  the  prince's  birth-day  was  cele- 
brated throughout  his  dominions  for  a 
week  together.  The  prince  was  brought 


This  word,  in  Arabick,  fignifies  the  Moon  of  the  Times,  or  the  Moon  of  the  Age. 
That  is  to  fay,  in  Perfian^  King  of  the  Time,  or  King  of  :he  Age, 


to 
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to  him  as  foon  as  born  ;  and  he  found 
him  fo  benutiful,  that  he  gave  him  the 
name  of  Camaralzaman  ;  that  is,  the 
Moon  of  the  Age. 

He  was  educated  with  all  the  care 
imaginable;  and  when  he  came  to  be 
eld  enough,  his  father  appointed  him  a 
governor,  and  able  preceptors.  Thefe 
diflinguimed  perfons  found  him  capa- 
ble of  receiving  all  the  inftructions  that 
were  proper  to  be  given  him,  as  well  in 
relation  to  morals,  as  the  other  know- 
ledge a  prince  ought  to  have.  When 
he  came  to  be  fomewhat  older,  he  learn- 
ed all  his  exercifes  ;  of  which  he  ac- 
quitted himfelf  with  fo  much  grace  and 
wonderful  addrefs,  that  he  charmed  all 
who  faw  him,  and  particularly  the  ful- 
tan his  father. 

Having  attained  the  age  of  fifteen 
years,  the  fultan,  who  loved  him  ten- 
derly,  thought  of  resigning  his  throne 
to  him,  and  acquainted  his  grand  vi- 
zier with  his  intentions. .'  I  am  afraid,* 
laid  he,  «  l»ft  my  fon  fhould  lofe  thofe 
advantages  in  youth  which  nature  and 
my  education  have  given  him;  there- 
fore, fince  I  am  fomewhat  advanced 
in  age,  and  fit  for  a  retreat,  I  have 
had  thoughts  of  refigning  the  govern- 
ment to  him,  and  paffing  the  remain- 
der cf  my  days  in  the  fatisfa&ion  of 
feeing  him  reign.     I  have  undergone 
the  fatigue  of  a  crown  a  long  while, 
and  thirvk  it  is  MOW  proper  for  me  to 
retire.' 

The  grand  vizier  would  not  offer  all 
the  reafons  he  could  have  brought  to 
diflfuade  the  fultan   from  fuch  a  pro- 
ceeding ;    on  the  contrary,  he  agreed 
with  him  in  fome  meafure.    «  Sir,'  re- 
plied he,  <  the  prince  is  yet  but  young; 
and  it  would  not  be,  in  my  humble 
opinion,  wholly  advifeable  to  burden 
him  with  the  weight  of  a  crown  fo 
foon.     Your  ma- jelly  fears,  with  a 
great  deal  of  realon,  that  his  youth 
may  be  corrupted  :  but  then,  to  re- 
medy that,   docs   not   your  majefty 
likewife  think  it  would  be  proper  to 
marry  him  ;    marriage    being   what 
would  keep  him  within  bounds,  and 
confine  his  inclinations  ?    Moreover, 
your  majefty  might  then  admit  him 
of  your   council,   where   he  would 
learn,  by  degrees,  the  art  of  reign- 
ing;  and  confequently  be  fit  to  re- 
ceive your  power,  fo  foon  as  you  mail 
think  proper  to  beftow  it  on  him.' 
£chahzaman  found  this  advice  of  his 


prime-minifter  highly  reasonable;  and 
therefore  fmnmoned  the  prince  to  ap- 
pear before  him,  difmifRng  the  grand 
vizier  at  the  lame  time. 

The  prince,  who  had  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  fee  his  father  only  at  certain 
times,  was  a  little  ftartled  at  this  irre- 
gular fummons  ;  therefore,  when  he 
came  before  him,  he  faluted  him  with 
great  refpecl:,and  afterwards  ftood  dill, 
with  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  ground. 

The  fultan,  perceiving  his  furprize, 
faid  to  him  in  a  mild  way — e  Do  you 
know,  fon,  for  what  reafon  I  have 
fent  for  you  hither  ?' — '  No,  may  it 
pleafe  your  majefty,'  anfwered  the 
mnce,  modeftly:  *  God  alone  knows 
how  to  penetrate  hearts.  I  fhould  be 
glad  to  know  of  your  majefty  for 
what  reafon?'  —  *  Why,  I  fent  for 
you,'  faid  the  fultan,  '  to  let  you 
know  that  I  defign  to  marry  you  : 
what  do  you  think  of  it  ?' 
Prince  Camaralzaman  heard  this  with 
great  uneafinefs;  it  quite furprized  him, 
he  was  all  in  a  fweat,  and  knew  not 
what  anfwer  to  make.  After  fome  few 
moments,  however,  he  replied — '  Sir, 
I  befeech  your  maje fty  to  pardon  me, 
if  I  feem  furprized  at  the  declaration, 
you  have  made  to  me.  I  did  not  ex- 
pecl  any  fuch  propofal  to  one  fo  youn.^ 
as  I  am;  and,  befides,  I  know  not 
whether  I  could  ever  prevail  on  my- 
felf  to  marry,  not  only  on  account  of 
the  trouble  wives  bring  a  man,  and 
which  I  am  very  fenfible  of,  though, 
unmarried,  but  alfo  by  renfon  of  their 
many  impoftures,  wickedneffes,  and 
treacheries,  which  I  have  read  of  in 
authors.  It  may  be,  I  may  not  be 
always  of  the  fame  mind  ;  yet  I  can- 
not but  think  I  ought  to  have  time  ta 
conclude  on  what  your  majefty  re- 
quires of  me.' 

Scheherazade  would  have  gone  on  5 
but  finding  the  fultan  begin  to  rife,  it 
being  day,  flic  defifted,  and  referved 
what  flie  had  to  fay  for  the  night  fol- 
lowing; when  ftic  again  reiumed  her 
fiory  thus. 


NIGHT    CCXII. 


PRINCE  Camaralzaman's  anfwer 
extremely  afflifted  his  father;    he 
was  not  a  little  grieved  to  fee  what  an 
N  n  averlion 
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averfion  he  had  to  marriage;  yet  would 
not  call  his  obedience  in  queftion,  nor 
make  ufe  of  his  paternal  authority  :  he 
contented  himielf  with  teliir.g  him  that 
he  would  not  force  his  inclinations, 
and  gave  him  time  to  confider  of  what 
he  had  propofed  to  him;  yetwiflied  him 
to  remember,  that,  as  a  prince  defigned" 
to  govern  a  great  kingdom,  he  ought  to 
take  fome  care  to  leave  behind  him  a 
fuccefTor. 

Schahzaman  faid  no  more  to  the 
prince  :  he  admitted  him  into  his  coun- 
cil, and  gave  him  all  the  reafon  to  be 
fatisfied  that  could  be  defired.  About 
a  year  after,  he  took  him  afide,  and  faid 
to  him  — '  Well,  fon,  have  you  tho- 
*  roughly  considered  of  what  I  pro- 
'  poled  to  you  about  marrying  laft 
f  year?  Will  you  Hill  refuie  me  the 
?  fatisfa&ion  I  defire,  and  let  me  die 
«  without  feeing  myfelf  revive  in  your 
'  pofterity  ?'• 

Tne  prince  feemed  lefs  aftonifhed  than 
before;  he  now  brifldv  aniwerecl  his 
father  as  follows:  *  Sir,  I  have  not 
<  negie61ed  to  confider  of  what  you 
'  propofed  to  me;  and,  upon  the  whole 
'  matter,  lam  reiolved  to  continue  in 
'  the  ftate  I  am,without  concerning  my- 

*  felf  with  marriage.  In  (hort,  Sir,  the 

*  many  evils  I  have  read  that  women 
f  have  caufed  in  the  world,  and  the 
'  continual   mifchiefs  I  iiill  hear  and 

*  obferve  they  do,  has  been  the  occalion. 
€  of  my  refolution  to  have  nothing  to 
'  do  with  them  ;    fo  that,  Sir,  I  hope 
«  your  majefty  will  pardon  me,  if  I  ac- 
'  quaint  you  that  it  will  be  to  no  pur- 

*  pofe  to  folicit  me  any  farther  about 
'  that  affair.'     This  faid,  and  making 
a  low  reverence,  he  went  out  bnfkly, 
vrithout  Haying  to  hear  what  the  fultan 
would  anfwer. 

NOW,  any  monarch  but  Schahzaman 
would  have  been  in  a  violent  paffion  at 
fuch  a  .deportment  of  a  fon  ;  but  he 
took  little  notice  of  it,  refolving  to  ufe 
all  gentle  methods  before  he  proceeded 
to  force.  He  communicated  this  new 
caufe  cf  dilcontent  to  his  prime  mini- 
fter.  f  I  have  followed  your  advice,' 
laid  he;  '  Lut  Camaraizaman  15  farther 
6  off  than  ever  from  complying  with 

*  nr.y  defires.     He  delivered  hip  refolu- 
f  fion  in  fuch  arrogant  terms,  that  I  had 

*  all  the  occafion  in  the  world  for  my 
f  reafon  and  moderation   to   keep   me 
f  from  being  in  a  paffion.  Fathers  who 
J  :-ifjre  favours  of  dicir  children, which 


1  they  neverthelefs  can  command,  are 
1  to  blame  themitlves  only  if  they  are 
'  difobeyed.  But  tell  me,  I  bei'eech 
'  you,  how  I  fiiall  reclaim  tliis  hardy 
'  young  prince,  who  proves  fo  rebel- 
4  lious  to  my  pleafure  ?' 

'   Sir,'    anfwered   the  grand  vizier, 
'  patience  brings   many  things  abqut 

*  which  before  feemed  impracticable  : 
'  but  it  may  be  this  affair  is  of  a  nature 
'  rot  likely  to  fucceed  that  way.   H°w- 
'  ever,  in  my  judgment,  your  majefty 
'  would  do  well  to  give  the  prince  ano- 

*  ther  year  to  confider  of  the  matter  ; 

*  and  if,  when  this  is  expired,  he  ftill 
'continues    averfe   to   your  propofal, 

*  then  your  majelty  may  propofe  it  to 
'  him  in  full  council,  as  a  thing  that  is 

*  highly    neceflary    for    the    common 
'  good;  and  it  is  not  likely  that  he  will 

*  re  f  ufe   to   comply  with  it  before  fo 

*  grave  an  affembly,  and  on  fo  neceffary 
'  an  account,  whatever  he  has  done 
«  before.' 

The  fultan, who  defired  fo  pafnonately 
to  fee  his  Ion  married,  thought  this  long* 
delay  an  age ;  however,  though  with 
much  difficulty,  he  at  length  yielded  to 
his  grand  vizier's  reafons,  and  which 
he  could  no  way  difapprove. 

Day-light,  which  now  began  to  ap- 
pear, impofed  filence  en  Scheherazade  j 
but  next  night  fhe  renewed  her  ftory  to 
the  Sultan  Schahriar  as  follows. 


NIGHT    CCXIII. 


AFTER  the  grand  vizier  was  gone, 
Sultan  Schahzaman  went  to  the 
apartment  of  the  mother  of  Prince  Ca- 
maraizaman,   to  wliom  he  had  often 
difcovered  what  an  ardent  defire  he  had 
to  marry  the  prince.  When  he  had  told 
her,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  how  his  fon 
had  refufed  to  comply  with  his  defire 
a  fecond  time,  and  that,  neverthelefs, 
through  the  adyice  of  his  grand  vizier, 
he  was  inclinable  to  wait  yet  a  longer 
time  for  his  compliance,  he  faid — 'Ma- 
dam, I  know  he  will   hearken   mere 
to  you  than  me,  therefore  I  defire  you 
would  take  your  time  to  fpeak  to  him 
fej  ioufly  of  the  matter,  and  to  let  him 
know  that,  if  he  perfifts  much  long- 
er  in  his  obftinacy,  he  will  oblige  me 
to  have  recourfe  to  extremities  that 
may  not  be  pleating  to  him,  and  which 
*  may 
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*  may  give  him  catife  to  repent  of  hav- 

*  ing  difobeyed  me.' 

Fatima,  for  fo  was  the  lady  called, 

acquainted  the  prince,  the  firlt  time  (he 

faw  him,  that  (he  had  been  informed'of 

his  fecond  refufal  to  be  married,  and 

how  much   chagrin  he  had  occalioned 

his  father  on  that  account.  *  Madam,' 

faid  the  prince,   '  I  beseech  you  not  to 

renew  my  grief  upon  that  head;   for, 

if  you  do,  I  have  reafon  to  fear,   in 

the  difquiet  I  am  under,  that  forne- 

thing  may  efcape  me  which  may  not 

altogether  correfpond  with  the  refpeft 

I  owe  you.'     Fatima  knew,  by  this 

anfwer,  that  it  was  not  then  a  proper 

time  tofpeak  to  him;  and  therefoiede- 

ferred  what  (he  had  to  fay  to  another 

opportunity. 

Some  coniiderable  while  after,  Fa- 
tima thought  (he  had  met  with  a  more 
favourable  cccafion,  which  gave  her 
hopes  of  being  heard  upon  thatfubjecl; 
ihe  therefore  accofted  him  with  all  the 
eagerncfs  imaginable — '  Son,'  faid  fhe, 

*  I  beg  of  you,  if  it  be  not  very  irk- 
«  fome  to  you,  to  tell  me  what  reafon 

*  you  have  for  your  fo  great  averfion  to 
'  marriage  ?  If  you  have  no  other  than 

*  the  badnefs  and  wickednefs  of  fome 

*  women,  there  can  be  nothing  lefs  rea- 

*  fonable,  or  more  weak.     I  will  not 

*  undertake  the  defence  of  thofe  who 

*  are  bad,  there  are  a  great  number  of 

*  them  undoubtedly;  but  it  would  be 
'  the  greateft   injuftice  imaginable  to 

*  condemn  all  the  fex  for  their  fakes. 
'  Alas,  fon  !  you  have  met  with  a  great 
f  many  bad   women    in    your  books, 
'  who  have  occasioned  Qreat  difordera, 
'  and  I  will  not  excufe  them  :  but  you 

*  do  not  confider  how  many  monai;chs, 
'  fultans,  and  other  princes,  there  have 

*  been  in  the  world,  whole  tyrannies, 
'  barbarities,  and  cruelties,  aftonsfhed 
'  thofe  who  read  of  them,  and  which 

*  I  have  myfelf.    Now,  for  one  woman 
'  who  is  thus  wicked,  you  will  meet 
'  with  a  thoufand  of  thefe  tyrants  and 

'  barbarians  }    and  what  torment,  do  , 
'  you  think,  muft  a  good  woman  un- 

*  dergo,    for  fuch  there   are,   who   is 
'  united  to  one  of  thele  wretches  ?' 

«  Madam,'  replied  Camaralzaman,  'I 

*  doubt  not  but  there  is  a  great  number 
'  of  wife,  virtuous,  good,  affable,  and 
'  generous  women,  in  the  w-^rld  ;  and 
'  would  to  God  they  all  refembled  you ! 
'  But  what  pierces  me,  is  the  doubtful 


'  choice  a  man  is  obliged  to  make;  and 

*  oftentimes  one   has  iior  that  liberty 

*  neither. 

'  lit  us  fuppofe,  then,  Madam/ 
conL>  .  ed  he,  «  that  I  had  a  mind  to 
4  nv.ry,  as  the  fuitan  my  father  fo 
«  earneftly  defines  I  fhould  ;  what  wife, 
4  think  you,  would  he  be  likely  to  pro- 
'  vide  for  me?  Probably  a  princeis, 
'  whom  he  would  demand  of  fome 
'  neighbouring  prince,  and  who  would 
«  think  it  an  honour  done  him  to  fend 
'  her  to  him.  Fair  or  ugly,  good  or  ill- 
'  humoured,  ihe  muft  be  accepted;  nay, 

*  fuppofe  no  other  princefs  excelled  her 

*  in  beauty,  yet  who  can  be  certain  that 
'  her  temper  would  be  of  equal  gocd- 
'  nefs;    that    flie   would    be   affable-, 
'  complaiiant,  entertaining,  obliging, 
'  and    the   like;    that     her     diicourie 
'  would  generally  run  on  folid  matters, 
'  and  not  on  trifles,  fuch  as  dreis,  ad- 
'  juftments,  ornaments,  and  the  lik« 
'  fooleries,   which  would  difguft  any 

*  man  of  fenfe?    In  a  word,  that  (he 
s  would  not  be  haughty,  proud,  arro- 
«  gant,  impertinent,  fcornful,  and  walte 

*  a  man's  eftate  in-frivolous  expences, 
'  fuch  as  gawdy  cloaths,  unneceffary 

*  jewels,  toys,  and  the  like  long  train, 
«  of  magnificent  follies? 

*  Thus  you  fee,  Madam,' continued 
he,  <  how  many  reafons  a  man  may  have 

*  to,  be  difgufted   at  marriage.      Well, 
'  but  to  go  farther}  let  this  princeis  be 

*  ever  fo  perfect,    accompli ihed,    and 
'   irreproachable    with    any   crimes,    I 
'  have  yet  a  great  many  more  reafons 
'  not  to  defilt  Irom  my  fentiment,  or 

*  depart  from  my  refoluticTn.'  ( 
«  What,  fon,'  replied  Fatima;  'have 

c  you  then  more  reafons  than  thofe  vou 
'  have  already  brought?  I  do  notdo'ubt 
«  but  that  I  (hall  find  wherewithal  to 
'  anfwecthem,  and  ftop  your  mouth  with 

*  a  word.' — 'Very  weil,   Madam,' re- 
plied the  prince;  *  and  perhaps  I   may 
«  find  wherewithal  to  reply  to  your  an- 

*  fwer.* 

*  I  mean,  fon,'  faid  Fat^ra,  'that it 
'  is  e.afy  for  a  prince  who  -KIS  had  the 

*  misfortune  to  marry  inch  a  wife  as 
'  you  defcribe,  te  get  rid  of  her,  and 
'  take  fuch  care  that  ihe  may  not  pre- 
'  jtidicehis  eftate.' — *Ah,  but,  Madxrr^ 
replied  the  piince,  'you  do  not  conlider 
'  what  a  mortification  it  would  be  to  a 
c  perfon   of   fo    great   quality,    to    be 

*  obliged  to  come  to  an  extremity  of 

N  n  a  «  that 
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that  nature.  Would  it  not  have  been 
better,  think  you,  ami  much  more 
for  his  honour  and  quiet,  that  he  had 
never  run  inch  a  rifque  ?' 

*  But  ion,1  laid  Fatiina  once  morej 
after    the    manner    you    underftand 
things,  I  apprehend  you  have  a  mind 
to  be  the  lalt  king  of  your  race,  vvlro 
have  neverthelefs  reigned  ib  long  and 
gloriouily  in  the  Ifies  of  the  Children 
of  KLhaledan.' 

*  Madam,'  replied  the  prince;  *  for 
my  parr,  I  do  not  defire  to  furvive  the 
king  my  father;  and  if  I  mould  die 
before  him,  it  would  be  no  great  mat- 
ter of  vvonder3  ilnce  fo  many  children 
have  died  before  their  parents.     But 
as  for  my  leaving  no  fucceflor,  I  am 
of  opinion  it  is  much  better  to  be  the 
laft  of  one's-  race,  than  father  to  a 
bad   prince,   or   hufband    to    a  bad 
wife.' 

From  that  time,  Fatima  had  frequent 
conferences  with  her  fon  the  prince,  on 
the  fame  fubjecl;  and  fhe  omitted  no 
opportunity  or  argument,  to  endeavour 
rooting  out  his  averiion  to  the  fair  fex; 
but  he  eluded  all  her  reafonings  by  fuch 
as  me  could  not  well  anfwer,  and  con- 
tinued in  the  fame  mind. 

The  year  ran  out;  and,  to  the  great 
regret  of  the  fultan,  Prince  Camaralza- 
man  gave  not  the  lead  proof  of  having 
changed  hisfentiments:  fo  that  one  day, 
when  there  was  a  great  council  held,  the 
prime  vizier,  the  other  viziers,  the  prin- 
cipal officers  of  the  crown,  and  the  gene- 
rals of  the  army, being prefent,  the  fultan 
began  tofpeakthus  to  the  prince:  'Son, 
it  is  now  a  long  while  fince  I  have 
earneftly  defired  to  fee  you  married  j 
and  I  imagined  you  would  have  had 
more  complaifance  for  a  father,  who 
required  nothing  unreafonable  of  yon, 
than  to  oppof'e  him  fo  long.  But  after 
fo  great  refinance  on  your  part,  which 
has  almoft  worn  out  my  patience,  I 
have  thought  fit  to  propofe  the  fame 
thing  once  more  to  you  in  prefence  of 
my  council.    Now  I  would  have  you 
to  confider,  that  the  favour  I  deilre  is 
not  only  to  oblige  me,  but  to  comply 
with  the  earned  requeft  of  the  eftates 
of  my  dominions,  who  for  the  com- 
mon good  of  us  all,  in  conjunction 
with  me,  require  it  of  you.     Declare 
then,     before    thefe    lords    prefent, 
whether  you  will  many  or  not;  that 
according  to  your  anfwer  I  may  pro« 


'*  ceed,  and  take  thofe  meafu res  which 

*  I  ought.'1 

The  prince  anfvvered  with  fo  little 
temper,  or  rather  with  fo  much  heat, 
that  the  fultan,  enraged  to  fee  hiinfelf 
affronted  in  full  council,  cried  out— 

*  How,  unnatural  fon!  have  you  the in- 

*  folence  to  talk  thus  to  your  father  and 

*  fultan  ?; — Ho!     Guards,    take    him 

*  awayT'  At  which  words  he  was  feized 
by    the  eunuchs,    and    carried   to  an 
old  tower,  that  had  been  uninhabited 
a  long  while;  where  he  was  (hut  up, 
with  only  a  bed,  a  few  moveablcs,  fome 
books,    and  one  flave  only  to  attend 
him. 

Camaralzaman,  thus  deprived  of  li- 
berty, was  neverthelefs  pleafed  that  he 
had  the  freedom  to  converfe  with  books, 
which  made  him  look  on  his  confine- 
ment with  fome  indifference.  In  the 
evening  he  bathed,  and  faid  his  prayers  j. 
and  after  having  read  fome  chapters  in 
the  Alcoran,  with  the  fame  tranquillity 
of  mind  as  if  he  had  been  in  the  fu  I  tan's- 
palace,  he  undrefied  himfelf,  and  went 
to  bed,  leaving  his  lamp  burning  by 
him  all  the  while  he  flept. 

In  this  tower  was  a  well,  which  fervecr 
for  a  retreat  to  a  certain  fairy,  named 
Maimoune,  daughter  of  Damriel,  king 
or  head  of  a  legion  of  Genii.  It  was 
about  midnight  when  this  Maimoune 
came  forth  filently,  to  wander  about  fhi 
world  after  her  wonted  cuftom.  She 
was  furprized  to  fee  a  light  in  Prince 
Camaralzaman's  chamber.  She  entered 
it;  and,  without  flopping  at  the  fiavt 
who  lay  at  the  door,  approached  the  bed, 
whofe  magnificence,  though  very  great,. 
fhe  did  not  fo  much  wonder  at,  as  that 
there  mould  be  a  man  in  it. 

Prince  Camaralzaman  had  but  half 
covered  his  face  with  the  bed-cloaths, 
by  which  Maimoune  could  perceive  that 
he  was  the  fineft  young  man  Hie  had  feen 
in  all  her  rambles  through  the  world. 
What  beauty,  or  rather  what  prodigy 
of  beauty,'   faid  /he  within    herfelf,. 
will  this  youth  appear,when  his  fo  well 
formed  eye-lids  fhall  be  open  ?  What 
crime  can  he  have  committed,  to  de- 
ferve  this  rigorous  treatment  ?' 
She  could  n6t  forbear  admiring  the 
prince,  till  at  length  having  kifTed  him, 
gently  on  both  cheeks,  and  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the   forehead,  without  waking 
him,  fhe  hid  the  bed-cloaths  in  the  order 
they  were  in  before,  and  took  her  flight 

into- 
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into  the  air.  As  flie  mounter!  to  the 
middle  region,  f!ie  heard  a  great  clap- 
ping of  wings,  which  induced  her  to  fly 
towards  that  fide;  and  when  me  ap- 
proached, (lie  law  the  Genius  that  made 
the  noife,  but  he  was  one  of  thofe  who 
are  rebellious  to  God.  As  for  Mai- 
inoune,  flie  belonged  to  that  clafs  whom 
the  great  Solomon  forced  to  conform. 

This  Genius,  whofe  name  was  Dan- 
tiafch,  and  ion  of  Schamhoiirafch,  knew 
Maimoune;  b.ut  did  not  dare  to  take 
notice  of  her,  being  fenfible  how  much 
power  flie  had  over  him,  by  her  fub- 
m:{fion  to  the  Almighty.  He  would 
have  avoided  her,  but  (he  was  fo  near 
him,  that  he  muft  either  fight  or  yield. 

«  Brave  Maimoune,'  faid  Danhafch, 
in  the  tone  of  a  fupplicant,  «  fwear  to 

*  me,  in  ths  name  of  the  Great  Power, 

*  that  you   will    not  hurt  mej  and   I 

*  fwear  alfo  on  my  part,  not  to  do  you 

*  any  harm!* 

*  Curfed  Genius!1  replied  Mai- 
Trioune,  '  what  hurt  canft  thoudo  me? 
«  I  fear  thee  notj  but  as  thou  haft  de- 
'  fired  this  favour  of  me,  I  will  fwear 

*  not  to  do  thee  any  harm.     Tell  me, 
*•  then,   wandering  (pint,  whence  thou' 
«  comeit,  what  thou  haft  feen,  and  what 

*  rnifchief  thou  hall  done  this  night?' — 
*•  Fair  lady/  anfwered  Danhafch, «  you 
'   meet  me  in  a  good  time  to  hear  fome- 

*  thing  that  is  wry  wonderful.' 

The  Siiltanefs  Scheherazade  was 
obliged  to  di (continue  her  rtory,  becaufe 
day-light  began  toappearj  b\it  the  night 
following  flic  proceeded  as  follows. 
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TIJi:   HISTORY  OF  THE  PRINCESS  OF 
CHINA. 

SIRj  faid  (lie  to  the  Sultan,  Danhafch, 
the  rebellious  Genius  againlt  God,. 
proceeded,    and   faid   to    Maimoune — 

*  Since  you  defire  it  of  me,  I  will  ac- 

*  quaint  you.     I  come  from  the  utmoft 
'   limits  of  China,  which  look  <  n  the  laft 

4  iflands  of  this  hemifphere But, 

'  charming  Maimoune,'  faid  Danhafch, 
who  trembled  at  the  fight  of  this  fairy, 
infomuch  that  he  could  hardly'  fpeak, 
*•  promife  me  at  leaft  you  will  forgive 
'•  me,  and  Jet  me  go  on  in  my  way  after 
*-  I  have  fatisfied  your  demands.' 

*•  Go  onr.go  on,  curled  fpirit !'  rc- 


plij'l  Maimoune;  *  go  on,  2nd  fear 
'  nothing.  Deft  thou  think  I  am  as 
'  perfidious  an  elf  as  thyfclf,  and  that 

*  I  am  capable  of  bVeak'mg  the  ferious 
'  oath  I  have  made?  No,  you  may  de- 
c   pr-nd  pn  my  prornife  :  but  be  fure  you 
'  tv-il   nothing  but  what  is   true,    or  I 

*  (hall  clip  your  wings,  and  treat  you 
'  n*  you  deferve.' 

Danhafch,  a  little  heartened  at  the 
words  of  Maitnoune,  faid — '  My  dear 
'  lady,  I  will  tell  you  nothing  but 

*  what   i»  exceeding  true,  if  you  will 

*  have  but  the  goodnefs  to   hear  me. 
'  You  muft  know,  then,  the  country  oi- 
'  China,    from  whence  I  come,  is  one 

*  of  the  largeft  and  moft  powerful  king- 

*  doms  of  the  earth,  on  which  depend 

*  the  utmoft  iilands  of  this  hemisphere,, 
'  as  I  have  already  told  you.  The  king 

*  of  this  country  is  at  prcfent  Gaiour^ 
'  who  has  a  daughter  the  fineft  woman 
'  that  ever  the  fun  faw.     Neither  you 

*  nor  I,  nor  your  clafs  nor  mine,  nor  al! 
'  mackind   together,   have   expreffions 
'  lively  enough  to  give  a  fufficient  de- 

*  fcription  of  this  bnght  lady.  Her  hair 
c  is  brown,  and  of  fo  great  a  length, 
'  that  it  reaches  far  below  her  feet.  Her 
'  forehead    is   as   fmooth   as    the    be[' 

*  polifhed   mirror,    and   of  admirable 
'  lymmetiy.  Her  eyes  are  black,  fpark- 

*  ling,  and  full  of  fire.     Her  nofe  is 

*  neither  too  long   nor  too  fliorr,  her 

*  mouth  isfmall,  and  her  lips  are  like 
'  vermilion.  Her  teeth  are  like  two  rows 
'  of  pearls,  and  furpafs  every  thing  in. 

*  whitenefs.  When  (he  moves  her  tongue,. 

*  (he  forms  a  fweet  and  moft  agreeable 
*•  voice;  and   expreffes   hedelf  in   fuch 
r  proper  terms,  as  fufficiently  indicate 
'  the  vivacity  of  her  wit.     The  whitett 
«  marble  or  alabafter  is  not  fairer  than 

*  her  neck.    In  a  word,  by  this  perfeft 

*  (ketch,  you  may  guefs   there   is  no 

*  beauty  like  her  in  the  world. 

*  Any  one  that  did  not  know  the 
'  king,  father  of  this  incomparable 
'  princefs,  would  be  apt  to  ima- 
'  gine,  from  the  great  refpe6l  and 

*  kindnefs   he  (hews  her,  that  ha  was 

*  in  love  with  his  daughter.    Never  did 

*  a  lover  do  more  for  a  mifti  efs  the  moft 
'  endearing,  than  he  has  been  feen  to 
'  do  for  her.     In  a  word,  never  was 

*  jealoufy  more  watchful  over  one  than 

*  he  is  over  her;  and  that  her  retreat, 

*  which  he  has  refolved  on,   may  not 
'  feemirkfome  to  her,  he  has  built  feven, 

*  palaces  for  her,  the  moft  uncommon 

«  and 
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*  and    magnificent    that    ever     were 
'  known. 

«  The  firft  palace  is  of  rock  cryftal, 

*  the  fecond  of  brafs,  the  third  of  fine 

*  fteel,  the  fourth  of  another  fort  of 
'  brafs  more  valuable  than  the  forego - 

*  ing,  the  fifth  of touchftone,  the  fixth 
'  of  filver,    and  the  feventh  of  mafly 

*  gold.  He  has  furnifhed  thefe  palaces 
«  mod  fumptuoufly,  and   after  a  moft 

*  unheard-cf  manner,    with   materials 

*  not  much  unlike  thofe  they  are  built 

*  of.     He  has  filled  the  gardens  with 
'  parterres  of  glafs  and  flowers,  inter- 
'  mixed    with   all   manner   of  water- 

*  work*,    fuch   as   jets-d'eau,   canals, 

*  cafcades,  and  the  like;  and  large  groves 

*  of  trees,  where  the  eye  is  loll  in  pro- 
4  fpe6t,  and  the  fun  never  enters.  King 
'  Gaiour,  in  a  word,  has  made  it  ap- 

*  pear  that  his   paternal  Icve  exceeds 

*  that  of  any  other  kind  whatfover. 

'  Now,  on  the  fame  of  this  incom- 

*  parable  princefs's  beauty,  the    moil 

*  powerful    neighbouring   kings   fent 
«  their  ambafTadors  to  requeft   her  in 
«  marriage.     The  King  of  China  re- 
'  \ceived  them  all  in  a  moft  obliging 

*  manner;   but  as  he  refolved  not  to 

*  marry  his  daughter  without  her  con- 

*  fent,  fo,  as  fhe  did  not  like  any  of 

*  them,    they  were   forced   to   return, 

*  after  having  received  great  honours 

*  and  civilities.' 

"  Sir,"  faid  the  princefs  to  the  king 
«  herfather,  "you  have  a  mind  to  marry 
"  me,  and  think  to  oblige  me  by  it; 
"  but  where  mall  I  find  fuch  ftately 
«c  palaces,  and  delicious  gardens,  as  I 
*'  have  with  your  majefty  ?  Under  your 
•*  good  pleafure  I  am  u  neon  ft  rained  in 
««  all  things,  and  have  the  fame  ho- 
"  nours  done  me  that  are  paid  to  your 
'*  own  perfon.  Thefe  are  advantages 
*'  1  cannot  expecl:  to  find  any  where 
*'  elfe,  towhatlbever  hufband  1  mould 
"  give  myfelf:  men  ever  love  to  be 
•'  matters;  and  I  do  not  care  to  be  com- 
«*  manded." 

*  After  divers  more  embaflies  on  the 
'  fame  occafion,  there  came  one  from 

<  a  more  rich  and  potent  king  than  any 
«  had  hitherto  fent.     This  prince  the 

*  King  of  China  recommended  to  his 

<  daughter  as  ahufband  both  advantage. 
«  ous  and  proper  for  her :  yet  (he  re- 

*  fufed  him  for  the  fame  reafons  as  be- 

*  fore,  and  begged  of  her  father  todif- 
'  penfe  with  her  on  that  account.  He 
«     refftd  her  to  hearken  to  him;  but,  in- 


ftead  of  complying,  fhe  loft  all  the  re- 

fpeft  and  duty  that  was  due  to  him. 

'  Sir,"  faid  (he,  in  a  great  rage,  "trou- 

'  ble  me  no  more  with  any  talk  of 

*  marriage,  unlefs  you  would  have  me 
c  bury  this  poniard  in  my  bofom,  to 

*  deliver  myfelf  from  your  importu- 
'  nities!" 

*  The  king,  being  greatly  enraged  at 
this,  faid  in  a  great  paifion — "  Daugh  - 
ter,  you  are  mad  !  and  I  muft  ufe 
:  you  as  fuch."  In  a  word,  he  had 
her  (hut  up  in  a  certain  apartment  of 
one  of  the  feven  palaces,  and  allowed 
her  only  ten  old  women  to  wait  upon 
her,  and  keep  her  company,  the 
chief  of  whom  had  been  her  nurfe. 
And  to  the  end  the  kings  his  neigh- 
bours, who  had  fent  embafiles  to  him 
on  this  account,  might  not  think  any 
more  of  her,  bedlfyitched  envoys  to 
them  feverally,  to  let  them  know 
how  averfehis  dadghtervvas  to  mar- 
riage; and  as  he  did  not  doubt  but 
fhe  was  really  mad,  he  gave  them  in 
charge  to  make  known  in  every-court, 
that  if  there  were  any  phyficians  that 
would  undertake  to  come  and  cure 
her,  he  (hould,  if  he  fucceeded,  have 
her  for  his  pains. 

'  Fair  Maimoune,'   faid  Danhafch, 
all  is  true  that  I  have  told  you :  and  1, 
for  my  part,  have  not  failed  to  go 
every  day  regularly  to  contemplate 
this  incomparable  beauty,  whom  I 
would   be  very  far  from  doing  any 
harm  to,  notwithstanding  my  natural 
propenfily  to  mifchief.  I  would  have 
you  go  and  fee  her,'    continued  he; 
I  will  afi'ure  you  it  would  be  worth 
your  while,  and  do  not  doubt  but  you 
would  think  yourfelf  obliged  to  me 
for  the  fight,  when  you  come  to  find 
I  am  no  liar:  I  am  ready  to  wait  on 
you  as  a  guide;  and  you  may  com- 
mand me  as  foon  as  you  pleafe.' 
Inftead ofanfweringDanhafch,  Mai- 
moune burft  out  into  a  violent  laugh- 
ter, which  lafted  for  fotne  time;  and 
Danhafch,  not  knowing  what  might  be 
the  occafion  of  it,  was  not  a  little  a- 
itonifhed.     When    Maimoune    ceafed 
laughing,  fhe  cried — 'Good,  good,  very 
good;  you  would  havemethen  believe 
all  that  you  have  told  me:  I  thought 
you  defigned  to  entertain   me  with, 
fomething  furpiizing  and  extraordi- 
nary; and  you  have  been  talking  all 
this  while  of  adriveller!  Ah!  fie,  fie! 
What  would  you  fay,  if  you  had  feen 
«  the 
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*  the  fine  prince  whom  I  am  juft  come 
'  from,  and  whom  I  love  withapaflion 
«  equal  to  his  defert?   I  am  confident 
«  you  would  foon  give  up  the  bell,  and 

*  not  pretend  to   compare  your  choice 
«  with  mine.' 

«  Agreeable  Maimoune,'  replied 
Danhaich,  «  may  I  prefume  to  alk 
«  you  what  this  prince  is  called  ?' — 
'  Know,1  anfwered  Maimoune,  «  an 
«  accident  has  happened  to  him,  much 
«  like  that  of  your  princefs.  The  king 
'  his  father  would  have  married  him 
«  againft  his  will}  but  after  many  im- 
<  portunities,  he  frankly  told  the  old 
'  gentleman,  he  would  have  nothing  to 
'  do  with  a  wife.  This  occafioned 
'  him  to  be  put  in  a  prifon  in  an  old 
'  tower,  which  I  make  my  refidence, 
«  and  from  whence  I  came  but  juft 
'  now  from  admiring  him.' 

'  I  will  not  abfolutely  contradifl 
'  you,  my  pretty  lady,'  replied  Dan- 
Hafch  ;  *  but  you  muft  give  me  leave 
«  to  be  of  opinion,  till  I  have  feen  the 
.'  prince,  that  no  mortal  upon  earth 

*  can  equal  the  beauty  of  my  princefs.' 
— -« Hold  thy  tongue,  curfed  fpirit!'  re- 
plied  Maimoune  :   '  I  tell  thee,   once 
'•  more,  that  can  never  be.' — *  I  will 

*  not  contend  with    you,'    faid  Dan- 
hafch  ;   '  but  the  way  to  be  convinced, 
«  is  to  accept  of  the  proffer  I  make  you 
'.  to  go  and  fee  my  princefs ;  and  after 

*  that,  I   will   go  with  you   to    your 
«  prince.' 

*  There  is  no  need  of  taking  fo  much 

*  pains,'  replied  Maimoune;  '  there  is 
€  another  way  to  fatisfy  us  both;  and 

*  that  is,  for  you  to  bring  your  princefs, 
<  and  place  her  at  my  prince's  bed-fide: 
'  by  this  means  it  will  be  eafy  for  us 
*•  to  compare  them  together,  and  to  fee 

*  which  is  the  handfomeft.* 

Danhafch  confented  to  what  Mai- 
nioune  had  propofed,  and  was  refolved 
to  fet  out  immediately  for  China  upon 
that  errand:  but  Maimoune,  drawing 
him  afide,  told  him,  (he  muft  firft  (hew 
him  the  place  whither  he  was  to  bring 
the  princefs.  They  flew  together  to 
the  tower;  and  when  Maimoune  had 
ftiewn  him  the  place,  fhe  cried—'  Go 
«  now,  fetch  your  princefs;  do  it  quick - 
«  ly,  and  you  fhall  find  me  here.' 

The  day  beginning  to  appear,  Sche- 
herazade was  forced  to  leave  off:  but 
{he  refumed  herdifcourfe,  the  night fol- 
j  to  the  Sultan  of  the  Indies, 
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DANHASCH  left  Maimoune, 
and  flew  towards  China,  from 
whence  he  foon  returned  with  incredi- 
ble fpeed,  bringing  the  fair  princefs 
along  with  him  afleep.  Maimoune  in- 
troduced him  into  the  chamber  of  Prince 
Camaralzaman  ;  and  they  placed  the 
princefs  by  the  prince's  fide. 

When  the  prince  and  princefs  were 
thus  laid  together,  all  the  while  afleep, 
there  arofe  a  great  conteft  between  the 
Genius  and  the  Fairy  about  the  prefer- 
ence of  their  beauty.  They  were  fomc 
time  admiring  and  comparing  themj 
but  at  length,  Danhafch  broke  filence, 
and  faid  to  Maimoune — '  You  fee,  and 
'  I  have  already  told  you,  my  princefs 
«  was  handfomer  than  your  prince; 

*  now,  I  hope,  you  are  convinced  of 
«  it.' 

'  How!  convinced  of  it!'  replied 
Maimoune;  '  I  am  not  convinced  of  it? 
'  and  you  muft  be  blind,  if  you  can- 
'  not  fee  that  my  prince  has  the  better 

*  of  the  companion.     The  princefs  is 
'  fair,  I  do  not  deny  it;  but  if  you  com- 

*  pare  them  together  without  prejudice, 
'  you  will  quickly  fee  the  difference.' 

'  Though  I  fhould  compare  them 
«  never  fo  often,'  faid  Danhafch,  «  I 

*  could  never  change  my  opinion.     I 
«  law  what  I  now  fee  at  firft  fight,  and 

*  time  will  not  be  able  to  make  me  fee 
'  more:  however,  this  (hall  not  hinder 
«  my  yielding  to  you,  charming  Mai- 
'  moune,  if  you  defire  it ;  but  I  would 
'  have  you  yield  to  me  as  a  favour!1 — <  I 

*  fcorn  it.'  faid  Maimoune;  «  I  would" 
'  not  receive  a  favour  at  foch  a  wick- 
'  ed  Genius's  hands:  I  refer  the  mat- 

*  ter  to  an  arbitrator;  and  if  you  will 

*  not  confent,  I  fhall  get  the  better  by 

*  yourrefufal.' 

Danhalch,  who  ever  had  a  great  deal 
of  complaifance  for  Maimoune,  im- 
mediately gave  his  confent,  which  he 
had  no  fooner  done,  hut  Maimouivj 
(tamping  with  her  foot,  the  earth  open- 
ed, and  out  came  a  hideous,  hump- 
backed, blind,  and  lame  Genius,  with 
fix  horns  on  his  head,  and  claws  on  his 
hands  and  feet.  As  foon  as  he  was 
come  out,  and  the  earth  had  ciofetfup, 
he  perceiving  Maimoune,  caft  himfeli 
at  her  feet,  and  then  rifing  upon  one 
knee,  afked  her  what  (he  would  pleafe 
tp  have  with  him, 

<  Rife, 


API  NIGHTS   ENTERTAINMENTS. 


*  Rile,  Cafcheafch,'  faid  Maimoune; 
I  cauled  you  to  cornebither  to  deter- 
mine a  difference  between  me  and  that 
curled    Danhafch   there.      Look    on 
that  bed,  and  tell  me,  without  partia- 
lity, which  is  thehandfomeft  of  thofe 
two  who  lie  there  afleep,  the  young 
man  or  the  young  lady.' 
Cafcheafch  looked  on  the  prince  and 
princefs  with  great  attention,  admira- 
tion, and  furprizej  and  after  he  had 
confidered  them  a  good  while,  without 
being  able  to  determine  which  was  the 
handfonaefl:,  he  turned  to  Maimoune, 
and  faid — '  Madam,  I  muft  needscon. 
fefs  I  mould  deceive  you,  and  betray 
myfelf,  if  I  pretended  to  fay  one  was 
a  whit  handfomer  than  the  other;  the 
more  I  examine  them,   the  more  it 
feems  to  me  each  poffeffes,  in  a  fove- 
reign  degree,  the  beauty  which  is  be- 
twixt them;  and  if  one  has  not  the 
leaft  defect,  how  can  the  other  have 
any  advantage?  But  if  either  has  any 
thing  ami  is,  it  will  better  be  difcovei'- 
ed  when  they  are  awake,  than  now 
they  are  aflcep.     Let  them  then  be 
awaked  one  after  another;  and  that 
perfon  who  (hall  exprefs    moft  love 
for  the  other  by  ardour,  eagernefe, 
and  paffion,  (hall  be  deemed  to  have 
leart  beauty/ 

This  propofal  of  Cafcheafch's  pleaf- 
ed  equally  both  Maimoune  and.  Dan- 
liafch.  Maimoune  then  changed  her- 
ielf  into  a  flea, and  leaped  on  the  prince's 
•?,=ck,  where  (he  (lung  him  fo  fmart- 
ly,  that  he  awoke,  and  put  up  his  hand 
to  the  placej  but  Maimoune  fkipped 
away  as  foon  as  (he  had  done,  and  re- 
Turned  her  priftine  form;  which,  like 
thofe  of  the  two  Genii,  was  invifible, 
the  better  to  obferve  what  he  would  do. 
In  drawing  back  his  hand,  the  prince 
.chanced  to  let  it  fall  on  that  of  the 
Princefs  of  China.  He  opened  his  eyes, 
snd  was  exceedingly  furpiized  to  find 
•  lying  by  him;  nay,  a  lady  of 
. .  -it eft  beauty.  He  railed  his  head, 
and  "leaned  on  his  elbow,  the  better  to 
confider  her.  Her  blooming  youth, 
and  incomparable  beauty,  fired  him  in 
a  moment:  of  which  flame  he  had  ne- 
ver yet  been  fenfible,  and  from  which 
be  had  even  hitherto  guarded  himielf 
with  the  greateft  application. 

Love  fused  on  his  heart  in  the  moft 
lively  mariner,  infomuch  that  he  could 
Dot  help  crying  out — '  What  beauty  is 
*  thisi  what  charms'.  O  my  h*aiH  O 


«  my  foul!'  In  faying  which,  he  kifiec! 
her  forehead,  both  her  cheeks,  and  her 
mouth,  with  fo  little  caution,  that  (lie 
had  certainly  been  awaked  by  it,  had 
not  fhe  flept  founder  than  ordinary, 
through  the  enchantment  of  Dan- 
hafch. 

*  How,  my  pretty  lady!"  faid  the 
prince,  «  do  you  not  awake  attbefetef. 
1  timonies  of  love  given  you  by  Prince 
'  Camaralzaman?'  Whofoever'you  are, 

*  I  would  have  you  to  know  he  is  not 
f  unworthy  of  your  affection/  He  was 
going  to  awake  her  at  that  inftant,  but 
refrained  himfelf  all  of  a  fudden.    '  Is 
'not    this  fhe,'  faid  he,  *  whom  the 

*  fultan  my  father  would  have  had  me 

*  marry?  He  was  in  the  wrong  not  to 
'  let  me  fee  her  fooner.     Had  he  done 

*  fo,  I  mould  not  have  offended  him 

*  by  my  difobedience,  nor  would  he 

*  have  had  any  occafjon  to  ufe  me  as  he 

*  has  done.' 

The  prince  began  to  repent  him  fin- 
cerely  of  the  fault  he  had  committed, 
and  was  once  more  upon  the  point  of 
awaking  the  Princefs  of  China.     «  It 
may  be,'  faid  he  within  himfelf,  « the 
fultan  my  father  has  a  mind  to  fur- 
prize  nre;  and  has  fent  this  young 
lady  to  try  if  I  had  really  that  aver- 
fion  to  marriage  which  I  pretended. 
Who  knows  but,  having  thus  laid  her 
in  my  way,  he  is  hid  behind  the  hang- 
ings, to  take  an  opportunity  to  ap- 
pear,  and  make  me  afliamed  of  my 
difiimulation  ?    This    fecond    crime 
would  be  yet  much  greater  than  the 
fii  ft.     Upon  the  whole  matter,  I  will 
content  myfelf  with  this  ring,  which 
will  at  any  time  create  in  me  a  re- 
membrance of  this  dear  lady.' 
He  then  gently  drew  off  a  fine  ring 
the  princefs  had  on  her  fingeiyand  im- 
mediately put  on  one  of  his  own  in  it's 
place.     After  this  he  turned  his  back, 
and  was  not  long  before  he  fell  into  a 
profounder  deep  than  before,  through 
the  enchantment  of  the  Genii. 

As  foon  as  Prince  Camaralzamara 
was  found  afleep,  Danhafch  transform- 
ed himfelf  into  a  flea  likewife  in  hi* 
turn,  and  went  and  bit  the  princefs  fo 
rudely  on  the  lower-lip,  that  fhe  forth- 
with awoke,  ftartecl,  and  clapped  her- 
fc-if  upon  her  breech,  and  opening  her 
eyes,  was  not  a  little  furptized  to  fee  a 
man  lying  by  her.  From  furprize  (he 
proceeded  to  admiration,  and  from  ad- 
miration to  a  real  joy,  which  (he  con- 
ceived 
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ceivred  at  finding  him  fo  beautiful  and 
young. 

«  What  !'  cried  (he,  •«  is  it  you  the 
king  my  father  has  defigned  me  for  a 
hufoand?  I  am,  indeed,  moft  unfor- 
tunate at  not  knowing  it  before,  for 
then  1'fhould  not  have  put  my  lord 
and  father  in  a  rage,  nor  been  fo  long 
deprived  of  a  hufband,  whom  I  can- 
not forbear  loving  with  all  my  heart. 
Wake,  then;  wake,  ny  dear  love!' 
>roceeded  (he;  *  for  it  does  not  lure  be- 
come a  man  that  is  married  to  deep 
fo  foundly  the  firft  night  of  his  nup- 
tials.' 

So  faying,  {he  took  Prince  Camaral- 
zaman  by  the  arm,  and  (hook,  him  fo 
violently,  as  had  been  enough  to  have 
awaked  the  profoundeft  deeper,  had  not 
Maimoune  at  that  inftantencreafed  his 
fleep,  and  augmented  his  enchantment. 
She  renewed  this  (baking  feveral  times, 
and  finding  it  did  not  awake  him,  (he 
cried  out — '  What  is  come  to  thee,  my 
dear!  What  jealous  rival,envying  thy 
happinefs  and  mine,  has  had  recourfe 
to  magick,  to  throw  thee  into  this 
profound  and  unfurmountable  drow- 
finefs;  from  whence  I  think  thou  wilt 
never  recover?'  Then  fhefnatched  his 
hand,  and  kifling  it  eagerly,  perceived 
he  had  a  ring  upon  his  finger  which 
greatly  refembled  her's,  and  which  (he 
found  to  be  her  own.  So  foon  as  (lie 
faw  that  (he  had  another  on  her  finger 
inftead  of  it,  (he  could  not  comprehend 
how  this  exchange  could  be  made  ;  but 
yet  (he  did  not  doubt  but  it  was  a  cer- 
tain token  of  their  marriage.  At  length, 
being  tired  with  her  fruitlefs  endea- 
vours to  awake  the  prince,  yet  well 
aflured  that  he  could  not  efcape  her 
when  he  awoke,  (he  faid — '  Since  I  find 

*  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  awake  thee, 
'  I  will  not  trouble  myfelf  any  farther 
'  about  it,  but  bid  thee  good  night, 

*  and  then  compofe  myfelf  to  reft.'  At 
•  thefe  words,  after  having  given  him  a 

hearty  kifs  on  the  cheeks  and  lips,  (he 
turned  her  back,  and  went  again  to 
fieep. 

When  Maimoune  faw  that  (he  could 
fpeak  without  fear  of  awaking  the 
princefs,  (he  cried  toDanhafch— '  Ah, 
curfed  Genius  !  doft  thou  not  now  fee 
what  thy  conteft  is  come  to  ?  Art 
thou  not  now  convinced  how  much 
thy  princefs  is  inferior  to  my  prince  in 
charms  ?'  At  this  (he  turned  to  Caf- 


cheafch;  and,  after  having  thanked  him 
for  his  trouble,  bid  him,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Danhafch,  take  the  princefs, 
and  convey  her  back  again  to  her  bed, 
from  whence  he  had  taken  her.  Dan- 
hafch and  Cafcheafch  did  as  they  were 
commanded  ;  and  Maimoune  retired  to 
her  well. 

The  day  beginning  to  appear,  im- 
pofed  filence  on  the  Sultaneis  Schehe- 
razade, and  the  fultan  got  up;  but  next 
night  (he  continued  her  ftory  thus. 


NIGHT     CCXVI. 

SIR, 

PRINCE  Camaralzaman  waking 
next  morning,  looked  to  fee  if  the 
lady  was  by  him  whom  he  had  feen  the 
night  before.  When  he  found  (he  was 
gone,  he  cried  out — '  I  thought  14  deed 
<  that  this  was  a  trick  the  king  my  fa- 
'  ther  defigned  to  play  me  !  I  am  much 
'  obliged  to  him  for  the  favour,  yet 

*  have  fairly  efcaped  his  trap.'    Then 
he  awaked  the  (lave,  and  bid  him  come 
and  drefs  him, who  accordingly  brought 
him  a  bafon  of  water ;  and  after  wa(h- 
ing  himfelf,  and  faying  his  prayers,  he 
took  a  book  and  began  to  read. 

After  thofe  ordinary  exercifes,  he 
called  the  (lave,  and  faid  to  him — 'Come 
'  hither,  and  be  careful  that  you  do  pot 

*  tell  me  a  lye.     How  came  the  lady 

*  .hither  who  lay  with  me  to-night?  and 
'   who  brought  her  ?' 

*  My  lord,'  anfwered  the  (lave  with 
great  altonilhment,  '  I  know  not  what 

*  lady  your  highnefs  (peaks  of.' — «  I 

*  fpeak,'  faid  the  prince,  s  of  her  who 
'  came  hither,  and  lay  with   me   to- 
'  night,  or  rather  who  was  brought  for 

*  that  purpcfe.' — (  My  lord,'  replied 
the  (lave,   *  I  know  of  no  fuch  ladyj 

*  an,d    if  there  was    any    fuch,    how 
'   fhould  (lie  come  in  without  my  know  . 
'  ledge,  Cnce  I  lay  at  the  door?' 

'  Are  you  in  the  contrivance,  then, 

*  villain?'  replied  the  prince.   'Slave, 

*  you  lye!   for  there  was  a  lady  here.' 
In  faying  thefe  words,  he  gave  him  a 
box  on  the  ear,  pu(hed  him  along  upon 
the  ground,  and  then  ftamped  upon  him 
for  fome  time  j    till  at  length,  taking 
the  well -rope,  and  tying  it  under  his 
arms,  he  plunged  him  feveral  times  into 
the  water,  *  I  will  drown  thee,  wretch  !* 

O  o  cued 
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cried  he,  *  if  thou  doft  not  fpeedily  tell 

*  me  who  the  lady  was,  and  who  in- 

*  trod  need  her!' 

The  Have,  half-dead,  fml  within  him- 
felf-— *  Douhtlefs,  my  lord  the  prince 

*  muft  have  loft  his  fenfes  through  grief, 

*  and  I  (hall  not  know  how  to  efcape 
'  being  murdered  by  him,  if  I  do  not 
«  tell  him  a  lye. — My  lord,'  then  cried 
he,  in  an  humble  and  fupplicant  tone, 
'  I  befeech  your  highnefs  to  fpare  my 
'  life,  and  I  will  tell  you  how  the  mat- 

*  ter  is." 

Then  the  prince  drew  the  flave  up, 
and  prefled  him  to  begin.     As  foon  as 
he  was  out  of  the  well  — '  My  lord/ 
faid  he,  trembling,  '  your  highnefs  may 
perceive  it  is  not  proper  for  me  to  re- 
late any  thing  to  you  in  this  condi- 
tion :  I  beg  you  to  give  me  leave  to 
go  and  change  my  cloaths,  and  I  will 
fatisfy  you  all  I  am  able/ — *  Do  it, 
then,  quickly/  faid  the  prince;  '  and 
be  lure  you  conceal  nothing}  for  if 
you  do,  you  muft  expect  the  worft  of 
ufage.* 

The  Have  being  at  liberty,  went  out; 
and  having  locked  the  door  upon  the 
prince,  ran  to  the  palace  in  the  pickle 
he  was  in.  The  king  was  at  that  time 
In  difcourfe  with  his  prime  vizier,  to 
whom  he  had  juft  related  the  agonies 
he  had  undergone  that  night  on  account 
of  his  fon's  difobedience. 

The  wife   minifter  endeavoured  to 
comfort  his  mafter,  by  telling  him  that 
he  did  not  doubt  but  the  prince  would 
foon  be  reduced  to  obedience.     *  Sir,* 
faid  he,  (  your  majefty  need  not  repent 
of  having  ufcd  your  fon  after  this 
rate  ;  I  dare  promife  it  will  contri- 
bute towards  reclaiming  him.     Have 
but  patience  to  let  him  continue  a 
while  in  prifon,  and  no  doubt  his  heat 
of  youth  will  abate,  and  he  will  fub- 
mit  entirely  to  your  pleafure.' 
The  grand  vizier  had  juft  made  an 
end  of  fpeaking  when  the  flave  came 
in,  and  caft  himfelf  at  King  Schahza- 
roan's  feet.     «  My  lord/   faid  he,  «  I 
am  very  forry  to  be  the  meflfenger  of 
ill  news  to  your  majefty,  which  I 
know  muft  create  you   frefh  afflic- 
tion. My  lord  the  prince  is  diltra&edj 
he  fancies  a  fine  lady  has  lain  with 
him  all  night,  and  has  ufed  me  thus 
ill  for  queftioning  it.1    Then  he  pro- 
ceeded to  tell    all  the    particulars    of 
what  Prince  Camaralzaman  bad  laid  to 
him. 


The  king,  who  did  not  expect  to  hea  t 
any   thing   of  this  kind,    iaid  to   the 
prime- minifter — '  Now  you  fee  how 
much  you  are  miftaken  in  the  remedy 
of  a  prifon  !    This  is  very  different 
from  what  hopes  you  gave  me  juft 
now.  Run  immediate}y,and  fee  what 
is  the  matter,  and  come  and  give  me 
a  fpeedy  account.' 
The  grand  vizier  obeyed;  and  go- 
ing into  the  prince's  chamber,  he  found 
him  fitting  on  his  bed  in  good  temper, 
and  with  a  book  in  his  hand,  which  he 
was  reading. 

After  mutual  falutations,  the  vizier 
fat  down  by  him,  and  faid — '  My  lord, 
'  I  would  willingly  have  a  flave  of 
'  yours  puniflied,  who  has  come  to 
'  fright  the  king  your  father  with  news 
'  that  has  put  him  under  great  difturb- 
'  ance.' 

'  What  news  is  that,'  replied  the 
prince,  '  which  could  give  my  father  fo 

*  great  uneafinefs?  I  have  much  greater 

*  caufe  to  complain  of  that  flave.'  - 

'  My  lord,'  anfwered  the  vizier, 
'  God  forbid  that  the  news  mould  be 

*  true  which  he  has  told  your  father 
1  concerning  you,    and  which  indeed 
'  I  myfelf  find  to  be  falfe,  by  the  good 

*  temper  I  obferve  you  in,  and  which 
'  I  pray  God  to  continue  !' — «  It  may 
'  be,'  replied  the  prince,  •  he  did  not 
'  make  himfelf  well  underftood  ;  but 
'  fince  you  are  come,    who  ought  to 

*  know  fomething  of  the  matter,  give 
'  me  leave  to  afk  you  who  that  lady 
'  was  that  lay  with  me  laft  night?' 

The  grand  vizier  was  almoft  ftruck 
dumb  at  this  demand ;  however,  he  re- 
covered himfelf,  and  faid  — 'My  lord, 
be  not  furprized  at  the  confufion  I 
was  under  upon  your  queftion.  Is  it 
pofiible,  think  you,  my  lord,  that  any 
lady, or  any  other  perfon  in  the  world, 
fliould  penetrate  by  night  into  this 
place  without  entering  at  the  door, 
and  walking  over  the  belly  of  your 
flave  ?  I  befeech  you,  my  lord,  re- 
collect yourfelf,  and  you  will  find 
this  only  a  dream  which  has  made 
this  imprefllon,  on  you.' 
'  I  give  no  ear  to  what  you  fay,'  faid 
he  prince,  in  an  angry  and  high  tone  j 
I  muft  know  of  you  abfolutely  what 
is  become  of  the  lady ;  and  if  you 
fcruple  to  obey  me,  I  am  in  a  place 
where  I  mail  foon  be  able  to  force 
you  to  tell  me.' 

At  theie  ftern  words  the  grand  vizier 
began 
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began  to  be  under  greater  confufion 
than  before,  and  was  thinking  how  to 
get  away  in  the  bed  manner  he  could. 
He  endeavoured  to  pacify  the  prince  by 
good  words;  and  begged  qf  him,  in  the 
moft  humble  manner,  to  tell  him  if  he 
had  feen  this  lady. 

'  Yes,  yes,'  anfwered  the  prince;  '  I 

*  have  feen  herj  and  am  very  well  fa- 
'  tisfied  that  you  fent  her  to  tempt  me. 

*  She  played  the  part  you  had  given  her 
'  admirably  well,  for  I  could  not  get  a 

*  word  out  of  her  :  (he  pretended  to  be 

*  afieep ;  but  I  was  no  fooner  got  into 
'  a  (lumber,  than  (lie  arofe  and  left  me. 
«  You  know  all  this,  as  well  as  myfelf; 
'  for  I  do  not  doubt  but  that  (he  has 
'  been  to  make  her  report  of  her.  dex- 

*  terity.' 

«  My  lord,'  replied  the  vizier,  «  I 
«  fwear  to  your  highnefs,  that  nothing 

*  of  this  has  been  acted  which  you  feem 
'  to  reproach  me  with  !  And  I  vow,  by 

*  the  head  of  our  great  prophet!  that 
'  neither  your  father  nor  myfelf  have 

*  Tent  the  lady  you  fpeak  of,  if  I  may 

*  believe  my  royal  mafter's  protella- 

*  tions  ;  and  fure  I  ana,  I  can  anfwer 
'  for  myfelf.     I  am  confident  that  nei- 
c  ther  of  us  had  ever  any  fuch  thought: 
'  permit  me,  therefore,  to  certify  your 
'  highnefs  once   more  that  this  muft 

*  needs  have  been  a  dream.' 

*  How !  Do  you  come  thus  to  affront 

*  and  contradict  me,'  faid  the  prince, 
in  a  great  rage,  *  and  to  tell  me  to  my 
«  face,  that  what  I  have  told  you  is  a 
'  dream?  You  are  an  unbelieving  var- 

*  let!'  cried  he;  and  at  the  fame  time 
took  him  by  the  beard,  and  loaded  him 
with    fo   many    blows,    that  he  was 
hardly  able  to  (land  under  them. 

The  poor  grand  vizier  endured  pa- 
tiently all  the  brunt  of  his  lord's  indig- 
nation; and  could  not  help  faying  with- 
in himfelf — '  Now  am  I  even  in  as  bad 
'  a  condition  as  the  flave;  and  (hall 
'  think  myfelf  happy  if  I  can,  like  him, 
'  efcape  from  any  farther  danger.'  In 
the  midft  of  the  blows  that  were  given 
him,  he  cried  out  but  for  a  moment's 
audience ;  which  the  prince,  after  he 
had  nearly  tired  himfelf  with  beating 
him,  confented  to  give  him. 

'  I  own,  my  lord,'  faid  the  grand  vi- 
zier, disenabling,  *  that  there  is  fome- 

*  thing  in  what  your  highnefs  fufpe&s; 
c  but  you   cannot  be  ignorant  under 
'  what  neceflity  a  minifter  is  to  obey 

*  his  royal  mailer's  orders  :  yet,  if  your 


highnefs  will  but  be  pleafed  to  fet  me 

at  liberty,  I  will  go  and  tell  him  any 

thing  on   your   part   that  you   (hall 

think  fit  to  command  me/  —  *  Go, 

then,'  faid  the  prince,  '  and  tell  him 

from  me,  that,  if  he  pleafes,  I  will 

marry  the  lady  he  fent  me;  or  rather, 

that  was  brought  me  laft  night.     Do 

this  quickly,  and  bring  me  a  fpeedy 

anfwer.'     The  grand  vizier  made  a 

profound  reverence,  and  went  away,  not 

thinking  himfelf  altogether  fafe  till  he 

had  got  out  of  the  tower,  and  (hut  the 

door  upon  the  prince. 

He  came  and  preferred  himfelf  before 
the  Sultan  Schahzaman,  with  a  coun- 
tenance that  fufficiently  (hewed  he  had 
been  ill-ufed.  «  Well,1  faid  the  king, 
'  in  what  condition  did  you  find  my 

*  fon?' — c  Sir,'  anfwered  the  vizier, 

*  what  the  (lave  reported  to  your  ma- 

*  jefty  is  but  too  true.'    He  then  began 
to  relate  what  interview  he  had  had  with 
Camaralzaman  ;   how  he  was  in  a  paf- 
fion  upon  his  endeavouring  to  perfuade 
him  it  was  importable  that  any  lady 
(hould  get  into  him;  how  he  had  ufed 
him  very  fcurvily,  and  by  what  means 
he  made  his  efcape. 

Schahzaman  was  the  more  concerned, 
becaufe  he  loved  the  prince  with  an  ex- 
ceeding tendernefs,  and  refolved  to  find 
out  the  truth  of  this  matter;  he  there- 
fore  propofed  to  go  and  fee  his  fon  in 
the  tower  himfelf,  accompanied  with 
the  grand  vizier. 

Here  the  fultanefs  flopped,  perceiving 
the  day  began  to  appear;  yet  went  on 
the  night  following  with  the  fame  (lory 
thus. 

NIGHT    CCXVII. 

SIR, 

PRINCE  Camaralzaman  received 
the  king  his  father  in  the  rower 
with  great  refpecl.  The  king  fat  down, 
and  made  the  prince  his  fon  feat  himfelf 
by  him,  putting  feveral  queftions  to 
him,  which  he  anfwered  with  a  great 
deal  of  good  fenfe.  As  they  were  talk- 
ing, the  king  every  now  and  then  caft 
his  eyes  on  the  grand  vizier,  thereby  in- 
timating to  him,  that  he  did  not  find 
his  fon  had  loft  his  fenfes,  but  rather 
thought  he  had  loll  his. 

The  king,  at  length,  fpoke  of  the 

lady  to  his  fon.     «  Son,'  faid  he,    «  I 

'  defire  you  to  tell  me  what  lady  that 

O  o  a  *  was 


£9°      ARABIAN  NIGHTS   ENTERTAINMENTS. 


was  who  lay  with  you  the  other  night, 
as  I  have  been  told  ?' 
«  Sir,'  anfwered  Camaralzamsn,  '  I 
beg  of  your  ma  jetty  not  to  give  me 
any  more  difttirbance  on  that  head, 
but  rather  to  oblige  me  fo  far  as  to 
let  me  have  her  in  marriage :  what- 
ever averfion   I    may  formerly  have 
difcovered   for  women,    this  young 
lady  has  charmed  me  to  that  degree, 
that  I  cannot  help  he  tray  ing  my  vveak- 
nefs.     I  am  ready  to  receive  her  at 
your  majefty's  hands,  with  all  the  ac- 
knowledgments imaginable.' 
King  Schahzaman  was  furprized  at 
this  anfwer  of  the  prince's,  to  remote, 
as  he  thought,  from  the  good-fenfe  he 
had  found  in  him  before;  he  therefore 
faid  to  him — '-  Son,  you  put  me  under 
the  greateft  consternation  imaginable, 
by  what  you  now  fay  to  me  :   I  fwear 
to  yon,  by  my  crown,  which   is  to 
devolve  upon  you  after  me,  that  I 
know  not  one  word  of  what  you  men- 
tion about  the  ladyj  and  if  there  has 
any  fuch  come  to  you,  it  was  alto- 
gether   without    my    knowledge    or 
privity.     But  how  could  (he  get  into 
this  tower  without  my  confent  ?  For 
whatever  my  grand  vizier  told  you,  it 
was  only  to  appeafe  you  that  he  faid 
it:  it  mult  therefore  be  nothing  but 
a  dream;  and  I  beg  of  you  not  to  be- 
lieve any  thing  to  the  contrary.' 
*  Sir,'  replied  the  prince,  «  I  fhould 
be  for  ever  unworthy  of  the  good- 
will of  your  majefty,  if  I  did  net  give 
entire  ciedit  to  what  you  are  pleafed 
to  fay :   but  I  humbly  befeech  you,  at 
the  fame  time,  to  give  ear  to  what  I 
fnall  fay  to  you,  and  then  to  judge 
whether  what  I  have  the  honour  to 
tell  you  be  a  dream  or  not.' 
Then  Prince  Camaralzaman  related 
to  the  king  his  father  after  what  man- 
ner he  had  been  awaked,  exaggerating 
the  beauty  and  charms  of  the  lady  he 
found  by  his  fide,  the  love  he  had  for 
her  at  firft  fight,  and  the  pains  he  took 
to  awake  her  without  effect.     He  did 
not  conceal  what  had  obliged  him  to 
awake,  and  fall  a  deep  again,  after  he 
made  the  exchange  of  <his   ring  with 
that  of  the  lady.  Shewing  the  king  the 
rng,  he  added  — '   Sir,  your  majefty 
mud  needs  know  my  ring  very  well, 
and  you   fee  I  have  it  not  on    my 
finger,  but  another  of  a  woman's  in- 
ftciid  of  it.     From  this  proof,  there- 
fore, I  hope  you  will  be  pleafed  to  be 


'  convinced  that  I  have  not  loft  my 
'  fenfes,  as  you  have  been  almoft  made 
*  to  believe.' 

King  Schahzaman  was  fo  perfeflly 
convinced  of  the  truth  of  what  his  fen 
had  been  telling  him,  that  he  had  not  a 
word  to  fay,  remaining  .aftonimed  for 
fome  time,  and  not  being  able  to  utter 
a  fyllable. 

The  prince  took  advantage  of  this 
opportunity,  and  faid  farther — e  May 
it  pleafe  your  majefty,  the  pafTion  I 
have  conceived  for  this  charming  la- 
c'y,  whole  precious  image  I  bear  con- 
tinual] yot?  my  mind,  is  fo  very  great, 
th  it  I  cannot  live  unlefs  your  ma- 
jefty procures  me  the  happinefs  of  en-  t 
joying  her;  which  I  know  you  can 
well  do,  as  not  being  ignorant  who 
flic  is.' 

*  Son,'  replied  the  king,  f  after  what 
I  have  jult  heard,  and  what  I  fee  by 
the  ring  on  your  finger,  I  cannot 
doubt  but  your  paffion  is  real  for  this 
I'dy;  and  would  to  God  I  knew  who 
me  was,  I  would  make  you  hap- 
py from  this  moment.  But  what 
means  have  I  to  come  at  the  know- 
ledge of  her?  Where  fnall  I  find 
her,  and  how  feek  for  her  ?  How 
could  fhe  get  in  here,  and  by  what 
conveyance,  without  my  confent? 
Why  did  (he  come  to  deep  only,  en- 
flame  you  with  her  beauty,  and  then 
leave  you  while  you  was  in  a  /lum- 
ber ?  Thefe  things,  I  muft  confefs, 
are  pift  my  finding  out;  and  if  Hea,- 
ven  is  not  fo  favourable  as  to  give 
fome  light  into  them,  we,  I  fear,  muft 
both  go  down  to  the  grave  together. 
Come,  then,  my  fon,'  continued  he, 
let  us  go  and  afflict  ourfelves  in  con  - 
junction;  you  for  the  hopes  you  have 
loft,  and  I  for  feeing  you  grieve,  and 
not  being  in  a  capacity  to  remedy  your 
affliction.' 

King  Schahzaman  then  led  his  fan 
out  of  the  tower,  and  conveyed  him  to 
the  palace  ;  where  he  was  no  fooner  ar- 
rived, than  he  fell  fick,  and  took  to 
his  bed  ;  which  made  the  king  (hut 
himfelf  up  with  him,  and  grieve  fo  bit- 
terly, that  he  was  not  in  a  condition  to 
take  any  cognizance  of  the  affairs  of 
his  kingdom. 

The  prime  minifter,  who  was  the 
only  perfon  that  had  admittance  to  him, 
came  one  day  and  told  him  the  whole 
court,  and  even  the  people,  began  to 
murmurat  their  not  feeing  him,and  that 

he 
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he  did  not  adminifter  juftice  everyday 
as  he  was  wont  to  do  before  tfris  acci- 
dent happened,  which,  he  faid,  he  knew 
not  what  diforders  it  might  occafion. 
I  humbly  beg  your  majefty,  there- 
fore/ proceeded  he,  '  to  take  fome 
notice  of  what  I  humbly  reprefentto 
you.  I  am  fenfible  your  majefty's 
company  is  a,  great  comfort  to  the 
prince  in  his  condition,  and  that  his 
'is  no  lefs  affuaging  to  your  grief:  but 
then  you  muft  not  >"un  tne  risque  of 
letting  all  be  loft.  1  thould  think  it 
were  proper  to  be  propofed  to  your 
majefty,  that  you  would  be  pleafed  to 
fufrer  yourfelf  to  be  tranfported  to  a 
caftle  which  you  have  in  a  little  ifland 
oppofite  the  port,  where  you  may  give 
audience  to  your  fubjt&s  twice  a 
week;  and  where,  during  that  func- 
tion, the  prince  will  be  ib  agreeably 
amufed  with  the  beauty,  profpeft,  and 
good  air  of  the  place,  t'nat  he  will  be 
likely  to  bear  your  abfence  with  jhe 
lefs  concern.' 

King  Schahzaman  approved  of  this 
propofal;  and  after  the  caftle,  where  he 
had  not  retided  for  fome  time,  had  been 
new  furnifhed,  he  caufed  himfelf  to  be 
tranfported  thither  with  the  prince; 
where,  excepting  the  times  that  he  gave 
audience,  as  aforefaid,  he  parted  all  his 
hours  on  his  fon's  'pillow;  lometimes 
endeavouring  to  comfort  him,  but  of- 
tener  afflicting  himfelf  with  him. 

Whilft  matters  parted  thus  in  the  ca- 
pital of  King  Schahzaman,  thetwoGe- 
nii,  Danhalch  and  Cafcheafch,  had 
carried  the  Princtfs  of  China  back  to 
the  palace  where  the  king  her  father 
had  (hut  her  up,  and  laid  her  in  her  bed 
as  before. 

When  (he  awaked  next  morning, 
and  found,  by  looking  to  the  right  and 
•to  the  left,  that  Prince  Camaralzaman 
was  not  by  her,  me  cried  out  with  fuch 
a  voice  to  her  old  women,  as  foon  made 
them  come  to  know  what  me  wanted. 
Her  nurfe,  who  prefented  herfelffirft, 
defired  to  be  informed  what  her  high- 
nefs  would  be  pleafed  to  have,  and  what 
had  happened  to  her  thatoccafioned  hsr 
to  call  out  fo  earneftly. 

*  Tell  me,'  faid  the  princefs,  '  what 

*  is  become  of  the  young  man  that  has 
'  lain  with  me  to-night,  and  whom  I 

*  love  with  all  my  foul?' — «  Madam,' 
replied  the  nurfe,  *  we  know  of  no  inch 

*  perfon,  and  cannot  pretend  to  under- 


*  ftand  your  highnefs,  unlefs  you  will 

<  be  pleafed  to  explain  yourfelf.' 

<  '  How  do  you  mean  explain  myfe'ft* 
quoth  the  princefs.     «  Why,  I  had  a 

lovely  and  moft  amiable  young  m.m 
that  flrpt  with  me  laft  night;  whom, 
though  I  careffed  ever  fo  much,  I 
could  not  awake:  I  only  alk  you 
where  he  is?' 

«  Madam,'  anfwered  the  nurfe,  *  is 
it  to  jeft  and  impofe  upon  us  that  your 
highnefs  aflcs  us  theie  queftions  ?  I 
befeech  your  highnefs  to  be  pleafed 
to  rife,  and  you  fhall  be  fatisfied  in 
all  things  that  we  are  capable  of  fa- 
tisfyipg  you  in.' — *  I  am  in  earned, 
then,'  laid  theprincefs;  '  and  I  muft 
know  where  this  young  man  is.' 
— <  Madam,'  infifted  the  nurfe,  «  you 
were  alone  when  you  went  to  bed  lafl 
night;  and  how  any  man  could  come 
to  you  without  our  knowledge,  I  can- 
not imagine;  for  we  all  lay  about  the 
door  of  your  chamber,  which  was 
locked,  and  I  had  the  key  in  my 
pocket.' 

At  this  theprincefs  loft  all  patience; 
and,  catching  the  nurfe  by  the  hair, 
and  giving  her  two  or  three  found  cuffs, 
(he  cried — '  You  fhall  tell  me  where 
'  this  young  man  is,  old  forcerefs,  or 
«  J  will  beat  your  brains  out!' 

The  nurfe  ftruggled  all  flie  could  to 
get  from  her,  and  at  lafl  fucceeded; 
when  (he  went  immediately,  with  tears 
in  her  eyes,  and  her  face  all  bloody,  to 
complain  to  the  queen  her  mother,  who 
was  not  a  little  furprized  to  fee  the  old 
woman  in  fuch  a  condition. 

«  Madam,'  began  the  nurfe,  '  you 
fee  what  a  condition  the  princefs  has 
put  me  in?  She  would  certainly  have 
murdered  me,  if  I  had  not  had  the 
good  fortune  to  efcape  out  of  her 
hands.' — 'But  for  what,  good  nurfe?. 
eplied  the  queen  :  what  ocdafion  did 
you  give  my  daughter  for  ufing  you 
fo  ill  ?' — '  I  gave  her  none,  Madam,* 
anfwered  the  nurfe;  and  fo  began  to 
tell  what  had  been  the  caufe  of  all  that 
paffion  and  rage  in  the  princefs.  The 
queen  was  mightily  furprized  to  hear 
it,  and  could  not  guefs  how  /he  came 
to  be  fo  infatuated  as  to  take  that  for  a 
reality  which  could  be  no  other  than  a 
dream.  *  Your  majefty  muft  conclude 
«  from  all  this,  Madam, 'continued  the 
nurfe,  *  that  mymiftrefsthe  princefs  is 
*  out  of  her  fenfes.  I  would  befeech 
*  your 
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*  your  majefty,  therefore,  to  go  and  fee 

*  her;  and  you  will  find  what  I  lay  to 

*  be  but  too  true.' 

The  great  love  the  queen  bore  the 
princefs  foon  made  her  comply  with  the 
nurfe's  propofal;  fo  together  they  went 
to  the  princefs's  palace  that  very  mo- 
ment. 

The  Sultanefs  Scheherazade  would 
have  gone  on ;  but  perceiving  day- light 
appear,  (he  deferred  what  (he  had  to  lay 
till  the  next  night  j  when  ihe  faid  to  the 
fultan— 


NIGHT    CCXVIII. 

SIR, 

TH  E  Queen  of  China  fat  down  by 
her  daughter's  bed-fide  immedi- 
ately upon  her  arrival  in  her  apart- 
ment; and  after  (he  had  informed  her- 
felf  about  her  health,  began  to  a(k  her 
what  had  made  her  fo  angry  with  her 
juirfe,  as  to  treat  her  after  the  manner 
ihe  had  done,  which  never  great  prin- 
cefles  had  condefcended  or  attempted  to 
do  before. 

«  Madam,'  replied  the  princefs,  *  I 

*  plainly  perceive  your  majefty  is  come 

*  to  mock  me;  but  I  declare  I  will  never 

*  let  you  reit  till  you  content  I  ihall 
'  marry  the  young  man  whoiay  with 

*  me  laft  night.  You  muft  needs  know 
'  where  he    is ;   and    therefore    I   beg 

*  your  rr.ajefty  you  would  let  him  come 

*  to  me  again/  , 

'  Daughter,'    anfwered   the   queen, 

*  you  furprize  me:  I  know  nothing  of 

*  what  you  talk  of.1     Then  the  prin- 
cefs loft  all  manner  of  refpecl  for  the 
queen,  and  replied,  in  a  great  pafiion 
— '  The  king  my  father  and  you  have 
'  all  along  perfecuted  me  about  marry - 
«  ing  when  I  had  no  mind  to  it;  and 

*  now  I  have  a  mind,  you  would  fain 

*  oppofe  me:  but  I  mult  tell  you,  Ma- 

*  dam,  I  will  have  this  young  man  I 
c  fpeak  of  for  my  hulband,  or  I  will 

*  kill  myfelf!' 

Here  the  queen  endeavoured  to  calm 
the  princefs  by  foft  words.  *  Daugh- 
'  ter,'  faid  ihe,  *  you  know  well  you 
«  ai?e  alone  in  this  apartment;  how  then 
<  could  any  man  come  to  you  ?  This 
«  muft  be  mere  fancy,  or  a  dream; 
«  for — '  Here  the  princefs  interrupted 
he  :  *rd  was  fo  far  from  hearkening  to 
-what  fhe  faid,  tha:  fhe  flew  out  into 


fuch  extravagances,  as  obliged  the 
queen  to, leave  her,  and  retire,  in  great 
afHiclion,  to  inform  her  lord  in  what  a 
condition  their  daughter  was. 

The  king  hearing   it,   had    a  mind 
likewife  to  be  fatisfied  in  perfon;  and 
therefore,    coming  to   his    daughter's 
apartment,  demanded  of  her  if  what  he 
had  juft  heard  was   true.     *  Sir,'  re- 
plied the  princefs,  « let  us  talk  no  more 
of  that;  J.  only  befeech  your  majefty 
to  grant  me  the  favour  that  I  may 
marry  the  young  cavalier  I  lay  with 
laitnight.' 

*  What!'  faid  the  king,  *  has  any 
one   lain    with    you  laft    night?' — 
How,  Sir!'  replied  the  princefs,  with- 
out giving  the  king  leave  to  go  on; '  do 
you  aflc  me  if  any  one  lay  with  me 
laft  niglit?  Your  majefty  knows  that 
but  too  well.     He  was  the  fineft  and 
beft-made  cavalier  the  fun  ever  faw: 
I  defire  him  of  you  for  my  hufband 
by  all  means,  Sir;  and  I  beg  you  will 
not  re f ufe  me.     But  that  your  ma- 
jefty may  no  longer  doubt  whether  I 
have  feen  this  cavalier,  whether  he 
has  lain  with  me,  whether  I  have  ca- 
re/fed him,  or  whether  I  did  my  ut- 
moft  to  awake  him  without  fucceed- 
ing,   fee,    if  you    pleafe,    this  ring!' 
She  then  reached  forth  her  hand,  and 
mewed  the  king  a  man's  ring  upon  her 
finger.     The  king  did  not  know  what 
to  make  of  all  this;  but,  as  he  had  con- 
fined her  for  mad,  fo  now  he  began  to 
think  her  more  mad  than  ever.  There- 
fore, without  faying  any  thing  more 
to  her,  for  fear  (he  might  do  violence 
to  herlelf,  or  fomebody  elfe,  he  had  her 
chained,  and  fhut  up  more  clofe  than 
ever,  allowing  heronly  the  nurfe  to  wait 
on  her,  with  a  good  guard  at  the  door. 
The   king,  being  exceedingly  con- 
cerned at  this  indifpofition  of  his  daugh- 
ter, fought  all  poflible  means  to  get  her 
cured.     He  aflembled  his  council;  and, 
after  having  acquainted  them  with  the 
condition  {he  was  in,  he  proffered  any 
of  them  that  would  undertake  her  cure 
the  fucceflion  to  his  kingdom  after  his 
death,  if  they  fucceeded  in  their  at- 
tempt. 

The  defire  of  enjoying  a  youngprin- 
cefs,  and  the  hopes  of  governing  one 
day  fo  powerful  a  kingdom  as  that  of 
China,  had  a  ftrange  effecl  on  an  old 
emir,  already  advanced  in  age,  and  who 
was  then  prefent  in  council.  As  he  was 
well  {killed  in,  magigk,  he  offered  the 

king 
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Icing  to  cure  his  daughter,  and  flattered 
himfelf  with  fuccefs.     '  Very  well,' 
faid  the  king  :  '  but  I  forgot  to  tell  you 
one  thing;  and  that  is,  that  if  you  do 
not  fucceed,  you  (hall  lofe  your  head. 
It  would  not  be  reafonable  that  you 
mould  have  fo  great  a  reward,  and 
yet  run  no  rifque  on  your  part.  And 
what  I  fay  to  you,1  continued    the 
ing,  <  I  fay  to  all  others  that  (hall  come 
after  you,  to  let  them  confider  before- 
hand what  they  undertake.' 
The  emir,  however,  accepted  the  con- 
dition, and  the  king  led  him  where  the 
princefs  was.     She  covered  her  face  as 
foon  as  (lie  fawthem  come  in,  and  cried 
out — *  Your  majefty  furprizes  me,  in 
bringing  a  man  along  with  you  whom 
I  do  not  know,  and  by  whom  my  re- 
ligion  forbids  me  to  let  myfelf  be 
feen.' — <  Daughter,'  replied  the  king, 
you   need  not  be  fcandalized;  it  is 
only  one  of  my  emirs  that  is  come  to 
demand  you  of  me  in  marriage.'-— 
It  is  not,  I  perceive,  he  that  you  have 
already  given  me,'  replied  the  prin- 
efs  j  '  and  your  majefty  may  reft  af- 
fured  that  I  will  never  marry  any 
other.' 

Now  the  emir  expected  the  princefs 
would  have  faid  or  done  fome  extrava- 
gant thing,  and  was  not  a  little  difap- 
pointed    when    he  heard   her   talk    fo 
calmly  and  rationally;  for  then  he  knew 
her  difeafe  was  nothing  but  a  violent 
love  paflion,  which  he  was  by  no  means 
able  to  cure.    He  therefore  threw  him- 
felf at  his  majefty' s  feet,  and  faid— <  Af- 
ter what  I  have  heard  and  obferved, 
Sir,  it  will  be  to  no  purpofe  for  me 
to  think  of  curing  the.  princefs,  fince 
I    have  no  remedies  proper  for  her 
malady.;   for  which  reafon  I  humbly 
fubmit  my  life  to  your  majefty's  plea- 
fure.'     The  king,  enraged  at  his  in- 
capacity, and  the  trouble  he  had  given 
him,  caufed  him  immediately  to  be  be- 
headed. 

Some  few  days  after,  his  m3Jefty,un- 
willing  to  have  it  faid  that  he  had  neg- 
lected his  daughter's  cure,  put  forth  a 
proclamation  in  his  capital  city,  im- 
porting, that  if  there  were  any  phyfi- 
cian,  aftrologer,or  magician, who  would 
undertake  to  reftyre  the  princefs  to  her 
fenfes,  he  need  only  come,  and  he  mould 
be  employed,  provided  he  would  be 
filling  to  lofe  his  head  if  he  mifcarried. 
He  had  the  fame  thing  publiflied  in  the 


other  principal  cities  and  towns  of  his 
dominions,  as  likewifethofe of  the  other 
neighbouring  ftates. 

The  firft  that  prefented  himfelf  was 
both  an  aftrologer  and  magician,  whom 
the  king  caufed  to  be  conducted  to  the 
princeis's  prifon  by  an  eunuch.  The 
aftrologer,  upon  feeing  his  patient, 
drew  forth,  out  of  a  bag  he  carried  un- 
der his  arm,  an  aftrolabe,  a  fmail  fphere, 
a  chaffing-dim,  feveral  forts  of  drugs 
proper  for  fumigations,  a  brafspot,  and 
many  other  things,  and  defired  h»might 
have  a  fire  lighted. 

The  princefs  demanded  whatall  thefe 
preparations  were  for.  *  Madam,'  an- 
fwered  the  eunuch,  '  they  are  to  exor- 
'  cife  the  evil  fpirit  that  pofTefles  you, 

*  and  afterwards  to  fhut  him  up  in  this 

*  pot,  and  throw  him  into  the  fea.' 

*  Foolifli  aftrologer,'  replied  the  prin- 
cefs,  '  I  have  no  occafion  for  any  of 

*  your  preparations,  but  am  in  my  per. 
4  feet  fenfes,  and  it  is  you  alone  who 

*  are  mad.     If  your  art  can  bring  him 
4  I  love  to  me,  I  mall  be  obliged  to 
4  you;  otherwife  you   may  go  about 
'  your  bufinefs,  for  I  have  nothing  to 

*  do  with  you.' — *  Madam,'  faid  the 
aftrologer,  «  if  your  cafe  be  fo,  I  mall 
'  deiift  from  all  endeavours,  believing 

*  that  the  king  your  father  can  only 

*  remedy  your  di (after  in  this  particu- 
4  lar.'  So  putting  up  his  trinkets  again, 
he  marched  away,  very  much  concerned 
that  he  had  fo  eafily  undertaken  to  cure 
an  imaginary  fick  perfon. 

Coming  to  give  an  account  to  the 
king  of  what  he  had  done,  he  would 
not  fuffer  the  eunuch  to  fpeak  for  him, 
but  began  thus  himfelf.  '  According 
to  what  your  majefty  publifhed  in 
your  proclamation,  and  what  you 
were  pleafed  to  confirm  to  me  your- 
felf,  I  thought  the  princefs  was  dif- 
tracted,  and  therefore  had  provided 
all  I  believed  neceflary  to  reftore  her 
to  her  fenfes,  purfuant  to  the  nof- 
trums  I  have ;  but,  to  my  great  amaze- 
ment, when  I  came  to  behold  her,  I 
found  me  had  no  other  difeafe  than, 
that  of  love,  over  which  the  utmoft 
extremity  of  my  art  had  BO  power. 
Your  majefty,  then,  may  be  pleafed  to 
confider,  that  you  alone  are  the  phy- 
fician  who  can  cure  her,  by  giving 
her  the  perfon  in  marriage  whom  fhe 
defires.' 

The  king,  upon  hearing  this,  was 
very 
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•very  much  enraged  at  the  aftrologer, 
and  had  his  head  cut  off  upon  the  fpot. 

Now,  not  to  fatigue  your  majefty  with 

long  repetitions,'  proceeded  Schehe- 
a?aue  to  the  fultan,  *  I  will  acquaint 

you,  in  a  few  words,  that  fo  many 

attrologers,    phyiicians,    magicians, 

and  the  like,  came  upon  this  account, 

that  they  in  all  amounted  to  about 

fifty;  who,  neverthelefs,  all  under- 
went the  fame  fate,  and  their  heads 

were  fet  upon  poles  on  every  gate  of 

the  city.' 


THE  STORY  OF  MARZAVAN,  WITH 
THE  SEQUEL  OF  THAT  OF  THE 
PRINCE  CAMARALZAMAN. 

nn  HE  Princefs  of  China's  mirfe  had 
-*-  a  fon  whofe  name  was  Marzavan, 
and  who  had  been  fofter-brolher  to  the 
princefs.  Their  friendftiip  was  fo  great 
during  their  childhood,  that  they  called 
each  other  brother  and  fifter,  which 
even  continued  fome  time  after  their 
feparation. 

ThisMarzavan,  among  other  ft  udies, 
had  from  his  youth  been  much  addicted 
to  judicial  aftrology.  geomancy,  and 
the  like  fecret  arts,  wherein  he  became 
exceedingly  fkilful.  Not  content  with 
what  he  had  learned  from  mafters,  he 
travelled  ;  and  there  was  hardly  any 
perfon  of  note  in  any  fcience  whom 
be  did  not  know,  fo  great  was  his  thirft 
after  knowledge. 

After  feveral  years  abfence  in  fo- 
reign parts  on  this  account,  he  re- 
turned to  the  capital  city  of  his  native 
country,  China;  where,  feeing  fo  many 
heads  on  the  gate  by  which  he  entered, 
he  was  exceedingly  furprized  ;  and,  on 
coming  to  his  lodging,  demanded  for 
what  reafon  they  had  been  placed  there; 
but  more  efpecially  he  informed  himfelf 
cf  the  condition  of  the  princefs  his  fof- 
ter-fifter,whom  he  had  not  forgot.  As 
he  could  not  be  made  acquainted  with 
one  without  having  an  account  of  the 
other,  he  for  the  prefent  fatisfied  him- 
felf  with  wbat  he  had  heard,  till  ftich 
time  as  he  could  learn  more  from  his 
mother,  the  princefs's  nurfe. 


Here  Scheherazade  left  off,  feeing  the 
day  appear;  but  refumed  her  difcowfe 
the  night  following, 


ALTHOUGH  the  nurfe,  mother 
jTjL  of  Marzavan,  was  very  much  em- 
ployed about  the  princefs,  yet  (he  no 
(borer  heard  her  dear  fon  was  returned, 
but  ftie  found  time  to  come  and  em- 
biace,  and  ftay  with  him  a  little.  Hav- 
ing told  him,  with  tears  in  her  eyes, 
what  a  fad  condition  the  princefs  was 
in,  and  for  what  reafon  the  king  her 
father  had  confined  her,  he  defirecl  to 
know  of  his  mother  if  (he  could  not 
procure  him  the  fight  of  her  royal  mif- 
trefs  without  the  king's  knowing  any 
thing  of  it.  After  fome  paufe,  (he  told 
him  (he  could  fay  nothing  to  the  mat- 
ter for  the  prefent ;  but  if  he  would  meet 
her  next  day  at  the  fame  hour,  (he  would 
give  him  her  anfwer. 

Now  the  nurfe  knowing  none  could 
approach  the  princefs  but  herfelf,  with- 
out leave  of  the  eunuch  who  com- 
manded the  guard  at  the  gate,  (he  ad- 
drefled  herfelf  to  him,  who  (he  believed 
was  ignorant  of  what  had  formerly  paf- 
fed  at  the  court  of  China.  «  You  know,* 
faid  (he,  *  I  have  brought  up  and 

*  fuckled  the  princefs;   and  may  like- 
'  wife  have  heard  that  I  had  a  daugh- 

*  ter,  whotji  I  brought  up  along  with 
«  her.     Now    this  daughter  has  been 
4  fince  married;  yet  the  princefs  ftill 

*  does  her  the  honour  to  remember  her, 
'  and  would  fain  fee  her,  but  (he  would 
'  do  it  without  any  body's  perceiving 

*  her  coming  in  or  out/ 

The  nurfe  would  have  gone  on,  but 
the  eunuch  cried — '  Say  no  more,  it  is 

*  fufficient;    I   will   do   any  thing  to 
'  oblige   the   princefs :    go   and  fetch 
'  your  daughter,  or  fend  for  her  about 
'  midnight,  and  the  gate  (hall  be  open 
'  to  you.' 

As  foon  as  night  came,  the  nurfe 
went  to  look  for  her  fon  Marzavan;  and, 
having  found  him,  d  re  (Ted  him  fo  art- 
fully in  womens  cloaths,  that  nobody 
could  perceive  he  was  a  man.  She  took, 
him  along  with  her;  and  the  eunuch, 
believing  it  was  a  woman,  admitted 
them  without  any  hefitation. 

The  nurfe,  before  (he  thought  fit  to 
prefent  Marzavan,  went  to  the  princefs, 
and  faid — *  Madam,  this  is  not  a 

*  woman  I  have  brought  to  you;  it  is 
'  my  fon  Marzavan,  lately  arrived  from 

«  his 
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«  his  travels  5  who,  having  a  great  de- 

*  fire  to  kifs  your  hand,    I  hope  your 

<  highnefs  will  admit  him  to  that  ho- 

*  nour.' 

<  What,  my  brother  Marzavan!' 
faid  the  princefs,  with  a  great  deal  of 
joy.  «  Come  hither,  my  d.ear,'  cried 
flie,  '  and  take  off  that  veil;  for  it  is 

<  not  unreafonable,  fure,  that  a  brother 
«  and  a  filter  ftiould  fee  each  other  with- 

*  out  referve.' 

Marzavan  faluted  her  with  profound 
refpeft;  when  (he,  without  giving  him 
leave  to  fpeak,  cried  out — '  I  am  re- 
joiced to  fee  you  returned  in  good 
health,  after  fo  many  years  abfence.' 
*  Madam,'    replied  Marzavan,    «  I 
am  infinitely  obliged  to  your  high- 
nefs for  your  goodnefs,  in  rejoicing 
at  my  health:  I  no  fooner  landed  in 
my  native  country,  than  I  enquired 
after  your's;  and  heard  what,  to  my 
great  affliction,  I  am  now  witnefs  of. 
Neverthelefs,   I  cannot  but  rejoice, 
that  I  am  come  feafonably  to  admi- 
nifter  that  remedy  to  your  highnefs 
which  fo  many  others  have  attempted 
without  fuccefs;  and  though  I  mould 
not  reap  any  other  fruit  of  my  long 
voyage,   I  mall  think  myfelf  fully  re  - 
compenfed    for    my    great    toil   and 
hazard  by  that  one  happinefs.' 
Speaking  thefe    words,    Marzavan 
drew  forth  a  book,  and  other  things 
out  of  his  pocket,   which  he    judged 
neceffary  to  be  ufed,  according  to  the  re- 
lation he  had  hadfromhis  motherofthe 
princefs'sdiftemper.  Theprincefs, feeing 
him  make  all  thofe  preparations,  cried 
out — '  What  I   brother,    are  you  then 

*  one   of  thofe  who  believe   me  mad  ? 
'  Undeceive    yourfelf,     and    hearken 

*  to  what  I  (hall  fay  to  you.' 

The  princefs  then  began  to  relate  to 
Marzavan    all   the  particulars  of  her 
ftory,  without  omitting  the  lead  cir- 
cumftance,  even  to  the  ring  which  was 
exchanged  for   her's,    and  which  fhe 
mewed  him.     *  I  have  not  concealed 
the  lead  matter  from  you,'  quoth  ftiej 
yet  it  is  true  there  is  fomething  that 
I  cannot  comprehend,    and  has  given 
occafion  forfome  perfons  to  think  me 
mad:  but  as  for  the  reft,  I  aflure  you 
it  is  literally  as  I  have  related.' 
After  the  princefs  had  done  fpeak- 
kig,  Marzavan,  filled  with  wonder  and 
aftoniftiment,  continued  for  foms  time 
with  his  eyes  fixed  on  the  ground,  with- 
out fpeaking  a  v/Ordj  but  at  length 


lifting  up  his  head,  he  faid— c  If  it  be 
as   your  highnefs  fays,  and  which  I 
do  not  in   the  lead  doubt,  I  hope  to 
procure  you  the  fatisfailion  you  de- 
fire  :  but  I   muft   firft   entreat  your 
highnefs  to  arm  yourfelf  with  patience 
till    I   return  ;  for  I  am  refolved  to 
fet  out  in  queft   of  this  perfon;  and, 
at  my  return,  you  may  expect  to  fee 
the  object  of  your  love.'     So  faying^ 
Marzavan  took  leave  of  the  priricefsj 
and  fet  out  next  morning  on  his  in- 
tended tour. 

He  travelled  from  city  to  city,  from 
province  to  province,  and  from  ifland 
to  ifland;  and  in  every  place  lie  puffed 
through  he  could  hear  of  nothing  but 
the  Princefs  Badoura,  (the  princefs  of 
China's  name)  and  herhiftory. 

About  four  months  after,  our  tra- 
veller arrived  at  Torf,  a  fea  port 
town,  both  great  and  populous,  where 
he  no  more  heard  of  the  Princefs  Ba- 
doura, all  the  talk  being  of  Prince* 
Camaralzaman,  who  was  lick,  and 
whofe  hi  ftory  was  very  like  that  of  tha 
princefs.  Marzavan  was  extremely  glad 
to  hear  this,  and  informed  himieif  of 
the  place  where  the  prince  was  to  be 
found,  to  which  he  might  have  went 
either  by  land  or  fea,  or  by  fea  onlyj 
but  the  laft  was  the  fhoiteit  way. 

Marzavan  chofe  the  latter;  and,  em- 
barking on  board  a  merchant  mip,  ar- 
rived fafe  in  fight  of  King  Schahza- 
man's  capital;  but  entering  the  port, 
his  (hip  happened  toftrikeagainlt  a  rock, 
whereby  being  foundered,  it  funk  in 
light  of  Prince  Camaralzaman's  caftle, 
where  were  at  that  time  the  king  and 
his  grand  vizier. 

Marzavan  could  fwim  very  well;  he 
therefore  immediately  cart  himfelf  into 
the  fea  on  the  ihip's  finking,  and  got 
fafe  on  fliore  under  the  calile,  where 
he  was  foon  relieved  by  the  grand 
vizier's  order.  After  he  had  changed 
his  cloaths,  and  been  well  treated,  he 
was  introduced  to  the  grand  vizier^ 
who  had  fent  for  him. 

Marzavan  being  a  young  man  of 
good  addrefs,  and  a  good  air,  this  mini- 
vier  was  very  civil  to  him,  eipecially 
wnen  he  heard  him  give  fuch  iuft  and 
pertinent  anfwers  to  what  was  aiked  of 
him  :  he  alfo  perceived  he  was  learned: 
therefore  Aid  to  him-—'  From  what  I 

*  can   underftand,    you  have  travelled 

*  a  great  way,  and   muft    needs  have 

*  acquired     much    knowledge  :     but 

Pp  *  would 
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*  would  to  God  you  had  learned  any 
'  fecret  for  curing  a  certain   malady, 
'  which  has  greatly  affli6led  this  court 
'  for  a  long  while !' 

Marzavan  replied,  if  he  knew  what 
malady  that  was,  he  might  perhaps 
find  a  remedy  for  it. 

Then  the  grand  vizier  related  to  him 
the  whole  (lory  of  Prince  Camaralza- 
man,  from  it's  origin,  and  concealed 
nothing  of  his  defired  birth,  his  educa- 
tion, the  great  inclination  the  king  his 
father  had  to  fee  him  early  married,  his 
averfion  to  marriage,  his  difobeying 
his  father  in  full  council,  his  imprifon- 
rnent,  and  his  pretended  extravagances 
in  prifon,  which,  he  faid,  were  after- 
wards changed  into  a  violent  paflion  for 
a  certain  unknown  lady,  who  he  pre- 
tended had  exchanged  a  ring  with  him, 
though,  for  his  part,  he  verily  believed 
there  was  no  fuch  perfon  in  the  world. 

Marzavan  gave  great  attention  to  all 
tha.t  the  grand  vizier  faid,  and  was  in- 
finitely rejoiced  to  find  that,  by  means 
of  his  (hipwreck,  he  had  fo  fortunately 
met  with  the  perfon  he  was  looking 
after.  He  faw  no  reafon  to  doubt 
but  Prince  Camaralzaman  was  the  man 
the  Princefs  of  China  was  in  love  with ; 
therefore,  without  difcovering  any  thing 
farther  to  the  vizier,  he  defired  to  fee 
him,  whereby  he  faid  he  might  be  better 
able  to  judge  of  his  diftemper.  'Follow 
'  me  then,'  faid  the  grand  vizier, «  and 
'.  you  will  find  the  king  with  him,  who 
'  has  already  defired  I  mould  introduce 

*  you  to  him.' 

The  firft  thing  that  ftartled  Marza- 
van at  his  entrance  into  the  prince's 
chamber,  was  to  find  him  upon  his 
bed  languifhing,  and  with  his  eyes  (hut. 
Although  he  faw  him  in  that  condition, 
and  although  the  king  his  father  was 
fitting  by  him,  he  could  not  help  cry- 
ing out — «  Heavens  !  was  there  ever  a 
'  greater  reiemblance  than  this  !'  He 
meant  in  their  faces;  for  it  feems  the 
princefs  and  prince  were  much  alike. 

Thefe  words  of  Marzavan  excited 
the  prince's  curiofity  fo  far,  that  he 
vouchfafed  to  open  his  eyes,  and  look 
upon  him.  Marzavan,  who  had  a  great 
deal  of  wit,  laid  hold  of  that  opportu- 
nity, and  made  his  compliment  in  .verfe 
extempore;  which  neverthelefs  he  did 
in  fuch  a  difguiled  manner,  that  neither 
the  king  nor  grand  vizier  underltood 
any  thing  of  the  matter.  However,  he 
reprefented  fo  nicely  what  had  happen- 


ed to  the  Princefs  of  China,  that  the" 
prince  had  no  room  to  doubt  but  he 
knew  the  objeft  of  his  love,  and  could 
give  him  tidings  of  her.  This  made 
him  fo  joyful,  thatthe  effe&sof  it  plen- 
tifully (hewed  themfelves  in  his  eyes 
and  looks. 

The  fultanefs  had  not  time  to  pro- 
ceed any  farther  that  night;  but  next 
night  went  on  with  her  ftory  as 
follows. 
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AFTER  Marzavan  had  finifhed  his 
J^L  compliment  in  verfe,  which  fur- 
prized  Prince  Camaralzaman  fo  agree- 
ably, his  highnefs  took  the  liberty  to 
make  a  fign  to  the  king  his  father,  to  go 
from  the  place  where  he  was,  and  let 
Marzavan  fit  by  him. 

The  king,  overjoyed  at  this  altera- 
tion, which  gave  him  hopes  of  hisfon's 
fpeedy  recovery,  quitted  his  place ;  and, 
taking  Marzavan  by  the  hand,  led  him 
to  it,  obliging  him  to  be  feated.    Then 
his  majefty  demanded  of  him  who  he 
was,  and  whence  he  came;  and  upon 
Marzavan's  anfweringhe  was  a  fubjecl 
of  China,  and  came  from  that  king- 
dom, the  king  immediately  cried  out 
— '  Heaven  grant  you  may  be  able  to 
withdraw  my  fon  from  this  profound 
melancholy!  and  I  (hall  have  eternal 
obligations  to  you,  which  I  will  do 
my  utmoft  to  gratify  beyond  what 
was  ever  done.'     Having  faid  this, 
he  left  the  prince  to  entertain  himfelf 
with  the  ftranger,  while  he  went  and 
rejoiced  with  the  grand  vizier  on  this 
happy  meeting. 

Marzavan,     leaning    down    to    the 

prince,  "fpoke  low  in  his  ear  thus  :  'My 

lord,'  (aid  he,  '  it  is  high  time  your 

highnefs  mould  ceafe  to  grieve.    The 

lady  on  whofe  account  you  lament  fo 

bitterly  I  know;  it  is  the  Princefs 

Badoura,  daughter  of  Gaiour,  King 

of  China.     Of  this  I  can  aflure  your 

highnefs,  both  on  account  of  what 

(he  has  told  me  of  her  adventure,  and 

what  I  have  learned  of  your's.     You 

mayalfo  depend  upon  it  that  (lie  has 

undergone  no  lefs  on  your  account 

than  you  have  done  on  her's.'     Here 

he  began  to  relate  all  that  he  knew  of 

the   princefs,   from  the  fatal   time  of 

their  interview  after  fo  extraordinary  a 

manner. 

He 
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He  omitted  not   to   acquaint    him, 
how  thofe  had  fared  who  had  failed  in 
their  pretences  to  cure  the  princefs  of 
her  indifpofition.     '  But  your  highnefs 
is  the  only  perfon,'  added  he,  *  that 
can  cure  her  effectually,  and  there- 
fore it  were  no  matter  how  foon  you 
fet  about  it.     However,  before  you 
undertake  fo  great  a  voyage,  I  would 
have  you  perfectly  recovered,    and 
then  we  will  take  fuch  meafures  as 
are  neceffary.' 

This  difcourfe  had  a  marvellous 
effe6l  on  the  prince.  He  found  fo  great 
a  benefit  by  it,  through  the  hopes  he 
conceived  of  fpeedily  fulfilling  his  de- 
iires,  that  he  foon  recovered  ftrength 
fufficient  to  rife;  and  begged  leave  of 
his  father  to  drefs  himfelf  before  him, 
with  fuch  an  air,  as  gave  the  old  king 
incredible  fatisfaftion. 

King  Schahzaman  immediately  em- 
braced Marzavan,  without  enquiring 
into  the  means  that  had  wrought  this 
wonderful  effect;  and  foon  after  went 
out  of  the  prince's  chamber  with  the 
grand  vizier,  to  publifh  this  agreeable 
news  to  his  people.  He  on  this  occa- 
fion  ordered  publick  rejoicings  for  feve- 
ral  days  together,  and  moreover  gave 
great  largeffes  to  his  officers,  alms  to 
the  poor,  and  caufed  the  prifonei  s  to  be 
fet  at  liberty  throughout  his  kingdom. 
Every  city  refounded  with  joy,  and 
every  corner  of  his  dominions  felt  the 
effect  ©f  his  bounty. 

Prince    Camaralzaman,    though  he 
had  been  extremely  weakened  byalmoft 
continual    watchings    and    abllinence, 
yet,  contrary  to  all  expectation,  foon  re- 
covered his  impaired  health.  When  he 
found  himfelf  in  a  condition  to  under- 
take the  voyage,  he  took  Marzavan  a- 
{ide,  and  faid — *  Dear  Marzavan,  it  is 
now  time  to  perform  the  promife  you 
have  made   me.     I  burn  with  impa- 
tience to  fee  the  charming  princefs; 
and  if  you  do  not  fpeedily  give  me  an 
opportunity  of  putting  an  end  to   her 
torments  and  my  own,  by  fettingout 
on  your  journey,  I  mall  foon  relapfe 
into  my  former  condition;  and  then, 
perhaps,  you  may  not  find  it  fo  eafy 
to  cure  me,  as  you  have^now  done. 
But  one  thing  ftill  afflicts  me,'  con- 
inued  he;  *  and  that  is,  the  difficulty  I 
fhall  meet  with  in  gettingleaveof  my 
father  to  go.     You  fee  he  fcarce  ever 
leaves  me  j  therefore,  if  you  do  not 


'  afiift  me  in  that  particular,  I  am  un- 
«  done.' 

At  thefe  words  the  prince  fell  a 
weeping,  and  would  not  be  comforted 
till  Marzavan  faid — '  Let  not  your 

*  highnefs  be  grieved  at  that,  for  I  will 
'  warrant  I  will  get  you  your  liberty, 
'  fo  that  nothing  fhall  flop  us.     My 
'  principal  defign  in  this  voyage  was  to 
'  deliver  the  Princefs  of  China,  mymif- 
'  trefs,  from  her  grief;  and   I   fhould 
'  fail  in  my  duty  to  her,  if  I  did  not  do 
'  my  beft  endeavour  to  effect  it.    This 
«  is,  then,  the  means  I  have  contrived 
'  to  obtain  your  liberty:  you  have  not 
'  ftirred  abroad  for  fome  time,  there- 
'  fore  let  the  king  your  father  under- 

*  ftand  you  have  a  mind  to  take  the  air, 
«  and,   if  he  pleafes,    to  go  and  hunt 
«  two  or  three  days  with  me.  No  doubt 

*  he  will  grant  your  requeft;  which, 

*  when  he  has  done,  order  two  good 
'  horfes  to  be  got  ready  in  a  certain 

*  place,  and  leave  the  reft  to  me.' 
Next  day,  Prince  Camaralzaman  did 

as  he  had  been  advifed.  He  acquainted 
the  king  that  he  was  very  defjrous  to 
take  the  air;  and,  if  he  pleafed,  would 
go  and  hunt  two  or  three  days  with 
Marzavan.  The  king  gave  his  con- 
fent ;  but  bid  him  be  fure  not  to  lie  out 
above  one  night,  fince  top  much  exer- 
cife  might  impair  his  health,  and  too 
long  abfence  create  his  majefty  fome 
uneafmefs.  He  then  ordered  him  the 
beft  horfes  in  his  ftable,  and  took  par- 
ticular care  that  nothing  fhould  be 
wanting  for  his  diverfion.  When  all 
was  ready,  his  majefty  embraced  the 
prince,  and  having  recommended  to 
Marzavan  the  care  of  him,  he  left  them. 
Prince  Camaralzaman  and  Marzavan 
were  foon  mounted,  when,  to  amufe 
the  two  grooms  who  led  the  frefh  horfes, 
they  made  as  if  they  would  hunt,  and 
fo  got  as  far  off  the  city  and  out  of  the 
road  as  was  poffible.  When  night 
began  to  approach,  they  alighted  at  a 
caravanfera  or  inn,  where  they  flipped, 
and  flept  till  about  midnight;  when 
Marzavan  awaked  the  prince  without 
awaking  the  grooms,  and  defired  his 
highnefs  to  let  him  have  his  fuit,  and 
to  take  another  for  himfelf,  which  was 
brought  in  his  fumpter.  Thus  equipped, 
they  mounted  the  frefh  horfes ;  and,  after 
Marzavan  had  taken  one  of  the  groom's 
horfes  by  the  bridle,  they  fet  out  with 
a  good  round  pace, 

Pa  At 
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At  day-break  they  were  got  into  a 
forert,  where  coming  to  the  meeting  of 
four  roads,  Marzavan  went  afide,  and 
defired  the  prince  to  wait  for  him  a  lit- 
tle: he  then  cut  the  groom's  horfe's 
throdt;  and,  after  having  torn  the 
prince's  fuit  he  had  on,  bei'mearing  it 
with  blood,  he  threw  it  into  the  high- 
way. 

The  prince  demanded  his  reafon  for 
twhat  he  had  done  :    he  told  his  high- 
nefs  that  he  was  lure  the  king  his  fa- 
ther would  no  fooner  come  to  know  that 
he  was  departed  without  the  grooms, 
but  he  would  fufpefl  fomething,  and 
immediately   fend   in    queft   of  them. 
'  Now,'  faid  Marzavan,  '  to  the  end 
f  that,  when  they  come  to  this  place, 
they  may  {top,  and  think  you  are  de- 
voured by  wijd-beafts,  I  have  done 
this;   fo  that  by  this  means  we  may 
have  leifure  to  continue  our  journey 
without  fear  of  purfuit.   I  mult  needs 
confefs,'  continued  Marzavan,  'that 
this  is  a  violent  way  of  proceeding, 
to  alarm  an  old  father  with  the  death 
of  his  fon,  whom  he  loves  fo  paf- 
fionately :    but    then,    on   the  other 
hand,  the  news  of  your  welfare, which 
he  may  foon  have,  will  in  a  great 
meaiure  alleviate  his  giief,  and  make 
fome  amends   for  your   abfence.'-— 
Brave  Marzavan,'  replied  the  prince, 
I  cannot  {efficiently  admire  your  con- 
duel,  and  I  have  all  the  obligations 
in  the  world  to  you  for  it.' 
This  f«iid,  the  prince  and  Marzavan, 
•well  provided  with  cam  for  their  ex- 
pences,  continued  their  journey  both 
by  land  and  lea ;  and  found  no  other 
pbftacle  but  the   length  of  the  way, 
which  they  were  forced  to  undergo  : 
at  length,  however,  they  arrived  at  the 
capital  of  China,  where  Marzavan,  in- 
ftead  of  going  to  his  lodging,  carried 
the  prince  to  a  publick.  inn.  They  tar- 
ried there  incognito  three  days  to  reft 
themfelves;  during  which  time  Marza- 
yan  caufed  an  aftrologer's  habit  to  be 
made  for  the  prince.     The  three  days 
being  expired,  they  went  together  to 
the  bagnio,  the  prince  putting  on  his 
alholpger's    habit;    and   from   thence 
Marzavan  conduced  him  in  fight  of 
the  King  of  China's  palace,  where  he 
left  him,  to  go  and  acquaint  his  mother, 
the  Princefs   Badoura's  nurfe,  of  his 
arrival,  to  the  end  that  flie  might  give 
thi-  like  information  to  the  princefs  her 
jfoifttcls. 


The  Sultanefs  Scheherazade  had 
fcarcely  uttered  theft:  words,  when  flie 
obferved  the  appearance  of  day,  which 
made  her  leave  off;  but  (he  began  agaia 
the  next  night  as  follows. 
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PRINCE  Camaralzaman,  inftruft- 
ed  by  Marzavan  what  lie  was  to 
do,  and  provided  with  all  he  wanted  as 
an  aftrologer,  came  next  morning  to  the 
gate  of  the    king's   palace,  and  cried 
aloud — '  I  am  an   aftrologer,  and  am 
come  to  effec}  a  cure  on  the  moft 
beautiful  Princefs  Badoura,  daughter 
of  the  mofthigh  and  mighty  monarch 
Gaiour,  King  of  China,  on  the  con- 
ditions propofed  by  his  majefty,  to 
marry  her  if  I  fucceed,  or  elfe  to  lofe 
my   life  for   my  fruitlcis   and-  pre- 
fumptuous  attempt.' 
Befides  the  guards  and  porters  ftand- 
ing  at  the  gate,  this  novelty  drew  to- 
gether a  great  number  of  people  about 
Prince  Camaralzaman.     There  had  no 
phyfician,  aftrologer,  nor  magician,  ap- 
peared for  a  long  time  on  this  account, 
deterred  by  the  many  tragical  examples 
of  ill  fuccefs  that  appeared  before  their 
eyes;    it  was  therefore  thought  there 
were  either  no  more  of  thefe  profeflions 
in   the   world,  or  at  leaft    that   there 
were  no  more  fo  mad  as  thofe  who  had 
gone  before  them. 

The  prince's  good  mien,  noble  air, 
and  blooming  youth,  made  every  body 
phy  him  who  faw  him.   '  What  do  you 
«  mean,  Sir,'  faid  fome  who  ftood  near 
him,  '  to  expofe  thus  your  life,  which 
promifes  fo  much,  to  a  certain  dzath  ? 
Cannot  the  heads  you  fee  on  a'll  the 
gates  of  this  city  deter  you  from  fuch 
an    undertaking  ?    In   the   name   of 
God,  confiderwhat  you  do,  and  aban- 
don this  ram  attempt !' 
The  prince  continued  firm,  noKvith- 
ftanding    the   remonftrances    made    to 
him  ;  and,  as  he  faw  nobody  come  to 
introduce  him,  he  repeated  the  fame  cry 
with  a  voice  which   made  every  body 
tremble.     They  all  then  cried — «  Let 
'  him  alone ;  he  is  refolved  to  die.  God 
*  have  mercy  upon  his  foul  !'  He  then 
proceeded  to  cry  out  a  third  time  in  the 
iame  manner,  when  the  grand  vizier 

came 
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came  in  perfon,  and  introduced  him  to 
the  King  of  China. 

As  foon  as  the  prince  came  into  the 
king's  prefenc-,   he  bowed  and  kifled 
the  floor.    The  king,  who,  of  all  who 
had  hitherto  expofed  their  lives  on  this 
occajion,   had   not  feen  one  worthy  to 
call  his  eyes  upon  before,  had  now  a 
real  companion  for  Prince  Carnamiza- 
man,  on  account  of  the  danger  he  was 
about  expofmg  himfelf  to;    and   per- 
ceiving fomething  in  nim  which  me- 
rited deference  and  refpe6t,  he  did  him 
the  more  honour,   and  made  him  feat 
himlclf  near  him.    '  Young  man,'  faid 
he,  *  I -can  hardly  believe  that  you,  at 
this  age,  can  have  acquired  fufficient 
experience  to  enable  you  to  cure  my 
daughter.  I  will  give  her  to  you  with 
all  my  heart  on  that  account;   nay, 
more  willingly   than   I   fliould  have 
done  to  others  who  have  offered  them- 
felves  before :    but  then  I  inuft  de- 
clare to  you,  at  the  fame  time,  with 
a  great  deal  of  concern,  that  if  you 
do  not  fucceed  in  your  attempt,  not- 
withftanding  your  noble  appearance, 
and  exceedingly  beautiful  perfon,  you 
mu ft  lofe  your  head.' 
'  Sir,'  replied  the  prince,  *  I  have 
infinite  obligations  to  your  majefty 
for  the  honour  you  defign  me,  though 
a  ftranger  j  but  I  defire  your  majefty 
to  believe  that  I  would  not  have  come 
from  /o  remote  a  country  as  I  have 
done,  and  which  perhaps  may  be  un- 
known in  your  dominions,  if  I  had 
not  been   certain  of  the  cure  I  pro- 
pofe.  What  might  not  be  faid  of  my 
inconftancy  of  temper,   if,  after  fo 
great  fatigues  and  dangers  as  I  have 
undergone  on  this  account,  I  fhouid 
abandon   the  generous   enterprize   I 
had  engaged  in?    Even  your  majefty 
would  foon  lofe  that  refpe6l  you  have 
done  me  the  honour  to  fhew  me,  if  I 
appeared  fo  daftardly  and  mean-fpi- 
rited.    I  befeech  your  majefty,  there- 
fore, to  let  me  no  longer  delay  the  ex- 
periment I  am  certain  of,  but  to  give 
me  leave  to  difplay  the  utmoft  of  my 
art,  which  I  doubt  not  will  be  to  your 
majefty's  fatisfa&ion,  as  well  as  my 
great  happinefs.' 

Then  the  king  commanded  the  eu- 
nuch, who  had  the  guard  of  the  prin- 
cefs,  to  introduce  Prince  Camaralza- 
man  into  her  apartment :  but,  before  he 
would  let  him  go,  he  was  fo  kind  as  to 
remind  him  once  more  of  the  hasard  he 


underwent;  yet  the  prince  feeming  re- 
folved,  the  king  fuffered  him  to  follow 
the  eunuch. 

When  they  came  to  a  long  gallery,  at 
the  end  of  which  was  the  princefs's 
apartment,  the  prince,  through  impa- 
tience to  fee  once  more  the  objedt  of  his 
vow:-  wno  had  occafioned  him  io  much 
grief,  got  before  the  eunuch,  walking 
as  fart  as  he  could. 

The  eunuch,  redoubling  his   pace, 
with  much  difficulty  got  up  with  himj 
when  taking  him  by  the  arm,  he  cried— 
Whither  away  fofaft,  Sir?  You  can- 
not get  admittance  without  me  ;  and 
it  fhouid  feem  that  you  have  a  great 
defire  for  death,  who  can  run  to  it  fo 
headlong  !  Not  one  of  the  many  aftro- 
logers  and  magicians  whom  I  have 
before  introduced,    ever  made  fuch 
hafte  as  yourfelf  to  a  place  whither, 
I  fear,  you  will  come  but  too  foon.* 
'  Friend,'  replied  the  prince,   con- 
tinuing his  pace,  and  looking  earneftly 
on  the  eunuch,  *  this  was  becaufe  none 
of  your  aftrologers  or  magicians,  be- 
fore me,  were  ever  fo  fure  of  their  art 
as  I  am  :   they  were  certain,  indeed, 
that  they  mould  die  if  they  did  not 
fucceed;  but  they  had  no  certainty, 
at  the  fame  time,  of  their  fuccefs,  as 
I   have.    On  this  account  they  had 
reafon  to  tremble  at  approaching  the 
place  whither  I  go,  and  where  I  am 
fure  to  find  my  happinefs.'     He  had. 
ju(i  fpoken  thefe  words  as  he  was  at  the 
door.     The  eunuch  opened  it,  and  in- 
troduced him  into  a  great  hall,  whence 
there  was  an  entrance  into  the  princefs's 
chamber,  divided  from  it  only  by  a 
piece  of  tnpeftry. 

Prince  Camaralzaman,  fpeaking  more 
foftly  to  the  eunuch,  afked  him,  before 
he  entered,  whether  he  would  chufe  that 
he  mould  cure  the  princefs  in  his  pre- 
fence,  or  where  he  was,  without  going 
any  farther;  telling  him,  in  the  fame 
foft  tone,  that  nobody  might  hear  him 
in  the  princefs's  chamber,  he  made  him 
the  frank  offer,  to  (hew  him  that  it  was 
not  prefumptuous  caprice,  nor  heat  of 
youth,  which  put  him  upon  the  enter- 
prize. 

The  eunuch  was  very  much  amazed 
to  hear  the  prince  talk  to  him  with  fuch 
aflurance  :  he  left  off  infulting  him  j 
and  faid  ferioufly  to  him  — '  It  is  no 
«  matter  whether  you  do  it  here  or 

*  there,  provided  the  bufmefs  be. done  : 

*  cure  her  how  you  will,  you  will  get 

*  immortal 
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immortal  honour  by  it,  not  only  in 

this  court,  but  over  all  the  world.' 

The  prince  replied — '  It  will  be  beft, 

then,  to  cure  her  without  feeing  her, 

that  you  may  be  witneis  of  my  /kill 5 

though  I  cannof,  without  impatience, 

put  off  my  feeing  a  princefs  of  her 

rank,  who  is  to  be  my  wife  :  yet,  out 

of  refpecl  to  you,  I  will  deprive  tny- 

felfof  that  pleafurefor  a  little  while.' 
He  was  furnifhed  with  every  thing  pro- 
per for  an  aftrologer  to  carry  about 
him  ;  and  taking  pen,  ink,  and  paper, 
out  of  his  pocket,  wrots  this  billet  to 
the  princefs. 


«  ger  that  ever  was,  is,  or  ever  will 
<  be.' 

Scheherazade  was  hindered  from  go- 
ing on  with  her  (lory  by  the  dawning 
of  the  day  ;  but  next  night  (he  con- 
tinued it,  and  fpoke  thus  to  the  Sultan 
of  the  Indies. 


NIGHT     CCXXIL 


PRINCE  CAMARALZAMAN,  TO  THE 
'PRINCESS  OF  CHINA. 

<  ADORABLE  PRINCESS! 

THE  love-fick  Prince  Camaralza- 
*  man  will  not  trouble  you  with 
the  pains  that  he  has  endured  ever 
fjnce  the  fatal  ni^ht  when  your  charms 
deprived  him  of  that  liberty  which  he 
refolved  to  preferve  as  long  as  he 
lived  :  he  only  tells  you,  that  he  de- 
voted his  heart  to  you  in  your'charm- 
tng  (lumbers;  thofe  (lumbers  which 
hindered  him  from  beholding  the 
brightnefs  of  your  piercing  eyes,  in 
fpite  of  all  his  endeavours  to  oblige 
you  to  open  them.  He  prefumed  to 
prefent  you  with  his  ring  as  a  token 
of  his  paflion ;  and,  in  exchange, 
would  be  proud  to  receive  your's, 
which  he  incloles  in  this  billet.  If 
you  will  condefcend  to  return  it,  as 
a  reciprocal  afTnrance  of  your  love, 
he  will  reckon  himfelf  the  happieft  of 
all  lovers:  if  not,  the  fentence  of 
death,  which  your  refufal  brings  him, 
will  be  received  with  the  more  re- 
fjgnation,  becauie  he  dies  for  love  of 
you.  He  waits  in  your  anti-chamber 
for  your  anl'wer.' 

When  the  prince  had  rimmed  his 
billet,  he  made  it  up.  and  enclofed  with 
it  the  ring  in  a  little  packet,  without 
letting  the  eunuch  fee  what  he  did. 
When  he  had  fealed  it,  he  gave  it  to 
him  :  '  There,  friend,'  (aid  he,  '  carry 

*  it  to  yourmiftrefs.  If  i_t  does  not  cure 
'  her  as  foon  as  (he  reads  it,  and  fees 

*  what   is   enclofed   in  it,   I  give  you 
'  leave  to  tell  every  body  that  I  am  the 

*  rnoil  ignorant  and  impudent  aftrolo- 


THE  eunuch  entering  the  Princefs 
of  China's  chamber,  gave  her  the 
packet  he  received  from  Prince  Cama- 
ralzaman.     «  Madam,*   faid  he,  «  the 
boldeft  aftrologer  that  ever  lived,  if 
I  am  not  miltaken,  is  arrived  here, 
and  pretends  that  on  reading  this  let- 
ter, and  feeing  what  is  in  it,  you  will 
be  cured  :  I  wifh  he  may  prove  nei- 
ther a  liar  nor  an  impoltor.'   . 
The  Prince.Cs  Badoura  took  the  billet, 
and  opened  it  with  a  great  deal-of  in- 
difference; but  when  fhe  (aw  the  ring, 
(he  had  not  patience  to  read  it  through; 
fhe  rofe  haftily,  broke  the  chain  which 
held  her  down  with  ftruggling,  and  ran 
and  opened  the  door.     She  knew  the 
prince  as  foon  as  (lie  faw  him,  and  he 
her:    they   prefently    embraced    each 
other  with  all   imaginable  tendernefs, 
and  without  being  able  to  fay  a  word 
for  excels  of  joy;    they  looked  on  one 
another,  admiring  how  they  met  again 
aftertheirfirft interview.  Theprincefs's 
nurfe,  who  ran  to  the  door  with  her, 
made   them   come  into  her   chamber, 
where  the  Princefs  Badoura  gave  the 
prince  her  ring,  faying—'  Take  it,  I 

*  cannot  fairly  keep  it  without  reftor- 

*  ing  your's,  which  I  will  never  part 
'  with  :    neither  your's  nor  mine  can 
'  be  in  better  hands.' 

The  eunuch  went  immediately  to  the 
king,  to  tell  him  what  had  happened. 
'  Sir,'  faid  he,  '  all  the  aftrologers  and 

*  doctors  who  have  hitherto  pretended 

*  to  cure  the  princefs,  were  a  company 
'  of  fools,  in  comparifon  of  him  who 
'  came  lad!    He  made  ufe  neither  of 

*  fchemes    nor  conjurations,    of  per- 

*  fumes,  or  any  thing  elfe;  but  cured 

*  her  without  feeing  her!'    Then   he 
told  the  king  how  he  did  it,  who  was 
agreeably  furprized  at  the  news  ;  and 
going  prefently  to  the  princefs's  cham- 
ber, lie  embraced  her  :  after  which,  he 

took 
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took  Camaralzaman's  hand  and  joined 
it  to  the  princefs's.    *  Happy  ftranger,' 
laid  the  king,  «  I  will  keep  my  word, 
and  give  you  my  daugluerto  be  your 
wife;  though,  by  what  I  fee  of  you, 
it  is  impolfible  for  me  to  believe  that 
you  are  really  what  you  appear  in  this 
afTumed  character,  and  would   have 
me  believe  you  to  be.' 
Prince  Camaralzaman  thanked   the 
king  in  the  mpft  humble  expreflions, 
that  he  might  the  better  fhew  his  gra- 
titude.    «  As  for  my  perfon,'  faid  he, 
I  muft  own  I  am  not  an  aftrologer, 
as  your  majefty  very  judicioufly  ob- 
ferved  5  I  only  put  on  the  habit  of 
one,  that  I  might  fucceed  more  eafily 
in  my  ambition   to  be  allied  to  the 
moft  potent  monarch  in  the  world. 
I  was  born  a  prince,  and  the  fon  of  a 
king  and  a  queen  ;  my  name- is  Ca- 
maralzaman; my  father  is  Schahza- 
man^who  now  reigns  over  the  iflands 
that  are  well  enough   known  by  the 
name  of  the  Iflands  of  the  Children 
of  Khaledan.'    He  then  told  him  the 
adventures  of  his  life,   and  how  won- 
derful was  the  rife  of  his  lo\fe;  that  the 
princefs's  was  altogether  as  marvellous; 
and  were  both  confirmed  by  the  ex- 
change of  two  rings. 

When  the  prince  had  done  fpeaking, 

the  king  faid  to  him — *  This  hiftory  is 

fo  extraordinary,  that  it  deferves  to 

be  known  to  pofterity;  an  account  of 

which  fhaii  betaken;  and  the  original, 

being  depofited  in  my  royal  archives, 

I  will  fpread  copies  of  it  abroad,  that 

my  own  kingdoms,  and  the  kingdoms 

•  around  me,  piay  know  it.' 

The  marriage  was  folemnized  the 
fame  day,  and  the  rejoicings  for  it  were 
univerfal  all  over  the  empire  of  China  : 
nor  was  Marzavan  forgotten  ;  the  king 
gave  him  an  honourable  poft  in  his 
court  immediately,  and  a  promiie  to 
advance  him  higher  afterwards. 

Prince  Camaralzaman  and  the  Prin- 
cefs  Badoura  enjoyed  the  fulnefs  of 
their  wifhes  in  the  fweets  of  marriage; 
and  the  king  kept  continual  feaftings 
for  feveral  months,  to  Ihew  his  joy  on 
the  occafion. 

In  the  midftof  thefe  pleafures,  Prince 
Camaralzaman  dreamed  one  night  that 
he  faw  his  father  Schahzaman  on  his 
death-bed,  ready  to  give  up  the  ghoft, 
and  heard  him  fpeak  thus  to  his  at- 
tendants: «  My  fon,  whom  I  fo  ten- 
'  derly  loved — my  fon,  whom  I  bred 


'  with  fo  much  fondnefs,  fo  much  care, 

*  has  abandoned  me,  and  is  himfelf  ths 
«  caufe  of  my  death  !'    He  awoke,  an! 
fighed  ;  which  awoke  the  princefs,  who 
aiked  him  the  reafon  of  it. 

'  Alas,  my  love!'  cried  the  prince, 
'  perhaps  in  the  very  moment  that  I 
'  am  fpeaking  of  it,  my  father  is  no 

*  more!'  He  then  acquainted  her  with 
his  melancholy  dream,  and  why  that 
faJ  thought  came  into  his  head.     The 
princefs,  who  ftudied  to  pleafe  him  in 
every  thing,  prefently  contrived  a  way 
to  do  it;   and,  fearing  that  he  would 
take  lefs  delight  in  her  company  if  he 
'was  kept  from  feeing  his  father,  went 
to  her  own  father  that  very  day,  whopa 
fhe  found  alone.  After  kitting  his  hand, 
fhethus  addreflTed  herfelf  to  him  :   '  Sir, 

I  have  a  favour  to  beg  of  your  ma- 
jefty, and  I  befeech  you  not  to  deny 
me;  but,  that  you  may  not  believe  I 
am  put  upon  it  by  the  prince  my  huf- 
band,  I  affure  you  beforehand  that  he 
knows  nothing  of  my  aflcing  it  of 
you  :  it  is,  that  you  wiil  give  leave 
for  me  to  go  and  fee  the  King  Schah- 
zaman,  my  father-in-law.' 
The  king  replied — 'Daughter, though 
I  (hall  be  very  forry  to  lofe  your  com- 
pany, and  part  with  you  for  fo  long 
a  time  as  a  journey  to  a  place  fo  dif- 
tant  will  take  up,  yet  I  cannot  dif- 
approve  of  youi  refolution;  it  is  wor- 
thy of  yourfelf  :  go,  child,  I  give  you 
leave;  but  on  condition  that  you  ftay 
no  longer  than  a  year  in  King  Schah- 
zaman's  court.  I  hope  the  king  wilt 
be  willing  to  come  to  this  agreement 
with  me,  that  we,  in  our  turns,  may 
fee  him,  his  fon,  and  duughter-in- 
law,  and  I  my  daughter  and  fon-in- 
law.' 

The  princefs  communicated  the  King 
of  China's  confent  to  Prince  Camaral- 
zaman, who  was  transported  to  hear  it, 
and  gave  her  a  thoufand  thanks  for  this 
new  token  of  her  love. 

The  King  of  China  commanded  pre- 
parations to  be  made  for  the  journey; 
and,  when  all  things  were  ready,  he  ac- 
companied the  prince  and  princefs  fe- 
veral leagues  on  their  way.  When  they 
came  to  part,  great  was  the  weeping  on 
all  fides.  The  king  embraced  them, 
and  defired  the  prince  to  be  kind  to  his 
daughter,  and  to  love  her  always  with 
the  lame  pafllon  he  then  manifefted  to- 
wards her.  So  he  left  them  to  go  for- 
ward on  their  journey,  and,  to  divert 
himfelf, 
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himfelf,  hunted  all  the  way  as  he  re- 
turned to  his  capital  city. 

When  Prince  Camaralzaman  and 
the  Princefs  Badoura  had  dried  up  their 
tears,  and  given  over  mourning  for  their 
parting  with  the  King  of  China,  they 
comforted  themfelves  wi.th  the  thoughts 
how  g!ad  King  Schahzaman  would  be 
to  fee  them,  and  how  they  fljouid  re- 
joice to  fee  him. 

They  travelled  about  a  month  in- 
ceffantly,  and  at  laft  came  to  a  large 
field,  planted  with  tall  trees  at  conve- 
nient diftances,  under  whofe  (hade  they 
went  on  very  pleafantly.  The  weather 
being  on  that  day  much  hotter  than 
ordinary,  Camaralzaman  thought  it 
beft  to  ftay  there  during  the  heat,  and 
propofed  it  to  Badoura ;  who,  wifhing 
for  the  very  fame  thing,  readily  con- 
fented  to  it.  They  alighted  in  one  of 
the  moft  agreeable  places  in  the  grove; 
a  tent  wasprefently  fet  upj  the  princel's, 
rifing  from  the  lhade  under  which  (he 
fat  down,  entered  it;  and  the  prince  or- 
dered his  fervants  to  pitch  their  tents 
alib,  while  they  llaid  there,  and  went 
himielf  to  give  them  tiire&ions  how  to 
do  it.  The  princefs,  being  weary  with 
the  fatigues  of  her  journey,  bid  one  of 
her  women  untie  her  girdle,  which  they 
laid  down  by  her;  and  (he  falling  aileep, 
her  attendants  left  her  byherfelf. 

Prince  Camaralzaman  having  feen 
all  things  in  order,  came  to  the  tent 
where  the  princefs  was  fleeping.  He 
entered,  and  fat  down  without  making 
any  noiie,  intending  to  take  a  nap  him- 
felfj  but,  obferving  the  princefs's  gir- 
dle lying  by  her,  he  took  it  up,  and 
looke^l  upon  the  diamonds  and  rubies 
one  by  one.  In  doing  it,  he  faw  a  lit- 
tle purfe  hanging  to  it,  tied  fail  with  a 
ribband  j  he  felt  it,  and  found  there  was 
fomething  in  it:  being  defirous  to  know 
what  it  was,  he  opened  the  purfe,  and 
took  cut  a  cornelian,  engraven  with 
unknown  figures  and  characters.  'This 
'  cornelian,'  faid  the  prince  to  himfelf, 
«  muil  havefomething  extraordinary  in 
'  it,  or  my  princefs  would  not  be  at  the 
'  trouble  to  carry  it  with  her.'  And, 
indeed,  it  wasBadoura's  talifman,  or  a 
fcheme  of  her  nativity,  drawn  from  the 
conftellations  of  heaven,  which  the 
Queen  of  China  had  given  her  daugh- 
ter as  a  charm  that  would  keep  her  from 


any  harm  as  long  as  (he  had  it  about 
her. 

The  prince,  to  fee  what  the  talifman 
was,  took,  it  out  to  the  light,  the  tent 
being  dark;  and  while  he  was  holding 
it  up  in  his  hand,  a  bird  darted  down 
from  the  air,  and  fnatched  it  away  from 
him. 


The  day  breaking,  the  Sultanefs 
Scheherazade  faid  no  more,  leaving  the 
continuation  of  the  ftory  to  the  follow- 
ing night,  when  (he  went  on  thus. 


NIGHT    CCXXIII. 

YOUR  majefty  will  eafily  conceive 
the  concern  and  grief  of  Prince 
Camaralzaman  when  he  faw  the  bird 
fly  away  with  the  talifman*.  He  was 
more  troubled  at  it  than  words  can  ex- 
prefs,  and  cur  fed  his  unfeafonable  cu- 
riofity,  by  which  means  he  had  loft  a 
treafure  that  was  fo  exceedingly  pre- 
cious, and  fo  much  valued  by  his  dear 
princefs. 

The  bird  having  got  her  prize,  pitch- 
ed upon  the  ground,  not  far  off,  with 
the  talifman  in  her  mouth.  The  prince 
drew  near  it,  in  hopes  (he  would  drop 
itj  but-,  as  he  approached,  the  bird  took 
wing,  and  pitched  again  on  theground, 
farther  off.  Camaralzaman  followed 
her;  and  the  bird,  having  fwallovved  the 
talifman,  took  a  fmall  flight,  farther  oft" 
ftill.  The  prince,  being  very  dextrous 
at  a  mark,  thought  to  kill  her  with  a 
(lone,  and  ftill  followed  her.  The 
farther  fhe  flew,  the  more  eager  he  grew 
in  purfuing  her,  keeping  her  always 
in  view.  Thus  the  bird  drew  him  along, 
from  hill  to  valley,  and  from  valley  to 
hill,  all  day;  every  ftep  leading  him  out 
of  the  way  from  the  field  where  he  left 
his  camp  and  the  Princefs  Badoura  : 
and,  inftead  of  perching  at  night  on  a 
bufh,  where  he  might  probably  have 
taken  her,  (he  roofted  on  a  high  tree, 
fafe  from  his  purfuit.  The  prince, 
vexing  himielf  to  the  heart  for  taking 
fo  much  pains  tp  no  purpofe,  thought 
of  returning  to  the  camp:  but,  alas!  he 
thought  of  it  too  late.  Whither  could 
he  go  ?  Which  way  return  ?  How 
could  he  find  outtheuntracked  way  of 


*  There  is  nn  adventure  like  this  in  the  Romance  of  Peter  of  Provence  and  the  Fair 
Waguelonna,  which  was  taken  from  the  Arabick. 

the 
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the  mountains,  and  the  untrodden  paths 
of  the  vallies.  Darknefs  fpread  over 
the  heavens;  and  night,  and  the  fatigues 
of  the  day's  labour,  would  not  fuffer 
him  to  undertake  fo  foon  to  return  the 
way  he  came,  were  there  any  hopes  of 
his  finding  it.  «  Ah!-'  faid*'the  defpair- 
ing  lover,  «  if  I  knew  which  way  to 
*  return,  how  durft  I  appear  before 
«  my  princeis  without  her  talifman  ?' 
Overwhelmed  with  fuch  afflicting 
thoughts,  and  fired  with  his  purfuit  of 
the  bird,  deep  came  upon  him,  and  he 
lay  down  under  a  tree,  where  he  paffed 
the  night. 

He  revoke  the  next  morning  before 
the  bird  had  left  the  tree;  and,  as  foon 
as  he  faw  her  on  the  wing,  followed 
her  again  the  whole  day,  v/ith  no  bet- 
ter  fuccefs  than  he  had  done  the  Iaft, 
eating  nothing  but  herbs  and  fruits  all 
the  way  as  he  went.  He  did  the  fame 
for  ten  days  together,  purfuing  the  bird, 
and  keeping  her  in  his  eye  from  morn- 
ing to  night,  lying  always  under  the 
tree  where  (he  roofted.  On  the  ele- 
venth day,  the  bird  ftill  flying,  Cama- 
ralzaman obfered  that  he  came  near  a 
^reat  city:  the  bird  made  towards  it, 
flew  over  the  walls,  and  the  prince  faw 
no  more  of  her;  fo  he  defpaired  of  ever 
recovering  the  Princefs  Badoura's  ta- 
lifman. 

Camaralzaman,  whofe  grief  was  be- 
yond expreflion,  went  to  the  city,  which 
•was  built  on  the  fea-fuie,  and  had  a 
fine  port.  He  walked  up  and  down  the 
ftreets  without  knowing  where  he  was, 
or  where  to  flop.  At  iaft  he  came  to 
the  port,  in  as  great  uncertainty  as  ever 
what  he  fhould  do,  Walking  along 
the  river-fide,  he  perceived  the  gate  of 
a  garden  open,  and  an  old  gardener  at 
work  in  it.  The  good  old  man,  look- 
ing up,  faw  he  was  a  ftranger  and  a 
Muffulman;  fo  he  afked  him  to  come 
in,  and  fhut  the  door  after  him. 

Camaralzaman  entered  ;  and,  as  the 
gardener  bade  him  ftiut  the  door,  de- 
manded of  him  why  he  was  fo  cautious. 
Becaufe,'  replied  the  old  man,  '  I  fee 
you  are  a  ftranger  and  a  Muffulman, 
newly  arrived;  and  this  city  is  inha- 
bited for  the  moft  part  by  idolaters, 
who  have  a  mortal  averfion  to  us 
Muffulmen,  and  ufe  the  few  of  us 
who  are  here  with  a  great  deal  of  bar- 
barity. I  fuppofe  you  did  not  know 
this;  and  it  is  a  miracle  that  you  have 
efcaped  as  you  have  done,  confider. 


'  ing  how  far  you  have  come  through 
'  them  ;  thefe  idolaters  being  very  apt 

*  to  falj  upon  the  Muffulmen  who  art 

*  ftrangers,  or  to   draw   them  into   a 
'  fnare;  unlefs  thofe  ftrangers  are  in- 

*  ftrufled  how  to  deal  with  and  beware 
'  of  them.' 

Camaralzaman  thanked  the  honeft 
gardener  for  his  advice,  and  the  fecu- 
rity  he  offered  him  in  his  houfe.  He 
would  have  faid  more;  but  the  good 
i'.?n  interrupted  him,' faying — f  Let  us 
'  leave  complimenting;  you  are  weary, 
'  and  want  torefrefl)  yourfelf.  Come 

*  in;  eat  what  we  have,  and  lie  down 
'  to  reft;  you  are  very  welcome.1     He 
conduced  him  into  his  little  hut;  which, 
though  -finall,  was  clean,  and  well  de- 
fended from  the  injuries  of  the  weather. 
He  ordered  the  beft  provifions  he  had  to 
be  brought  forth,  and  entertained  the 
prince  fo  heartily,  that  he  was  charmed 
witit  it,  and  at  his  requefttold  him  how 
he  came  there. 

When  he  had  ended  his  ftory,  with- 
out hiding  any  part  of  it  from  him,  he 
afked  him  which  was  the  neareft  way 
to  his  father's  territories.     *  For  it  is 
in  vain,'   faid   he,  *  for  me  to  think 
of  finding  my  princefs  where  I  left 
her;  having  been   wandering   eleven 
days,  as  I  have  been,  from  that  place. 
Ah,'  continued  he,  *  how  do  I  know- 
that  me  is  alive!'  and  faying  thus, 
burft  out  into  tears  that  would  have 
melted  the  moft  cruel  and   obdurate. 
The  gardener  replied,  that  there  was 
no  poffibility  of  his  going  thither  by 
land,  the  ways  were  To  difficult,  and 
the   journey   fo  long;    befides,    there 
was  no  manner  of  convenience  for  his 
fubfifting;  or  if  there  was,  he  muft  ne- 
ceffarily  pafs  through  fo  many  barba- 
rous nations,  that  he  would  never  reach 
his    father's  :    that    the    quickeft  paf- 
fage  for  him  would  be  to  go  to  the  ifle 
of  Ebene,  whence  he  might  eafily  tranf- 
port  himfelf  to  the  ifies  of  the  Children 
of   Khaledan  ;  that  there  was  a  (hip 
which  failed  from  the  port  where  he  was 
every  year  to  Ebene,  and  he  might  take 
that  opportunity  of  returning  to  thofe 
iflands.     *  The  fhip  departed,'  faid  he, 
but  a  few  days  ago,  and  it  will  be  al- 
moft  a  year  before  it  makes  the  voy- 
age again:   if  you  will  accept  of  my 
houfe   for   your  habitation    fo   long, 
you  will  be  as  welcome  to  it  as  to 
your  own.' 

Prince  Camaralzaman  was  glad  he 
Q  had 
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had  met  with  fivch  an  afylum,  in  a  place 
where  he  had  no  knowledge  of  any  man, 
nor  any  man  of  him,  and  where  nobody 
could  think  it  their  intereft  to  entertain 
or  preferve  him.  He  accepted  the  of- 
fer, and  lived  with  the  gardener  till  the 
time  came  that  the  fhip  was  to  fail  to 
the  i(le  of  Ebene.  fie  fpent  his  time 
all  day  in  working  in  the  garden,  and 
all  night  in  thinking  of  his  dear  Prin- 
cefs  Badoura,  in  fighs,  tears,  and  com- 
plaints. But  we  rnuft  leave  him  a 
while,  to  return  to  the  princefs,  whom 
we  left  afleep  in  her  tent. 


THE  STORY  OF  THE  PRINCESS  BA- 
DOURA, AFTER  HER  SEPARATION 
FROM  PRINCE  CAMARALZAMAN. 

HP  HE  princefs  flept  a  long  time,  and 
••-  when  (he  awoke,  wondered  that 
Pririce  Camaralzaman  was  not  with 
her.  She  called  her  women,  and  afked 
them  if  they  knew  where  he  was  gone. 
They  told  her  they  faw  him  enter  the 
tent,  but  did  not  fee  him  go  out  again. 
While  they  were  talking  to  her,  (he 
fpied  her  girdle,  faw  it  had  been  med- 
dled with,  and,  on  examination,  found 
the  little  purfeopen,  and  that  the  talif- 
man  was  gone.  She  did  not  doubt  but 
Camaralzaman  had  taken  it,  in  order  to 
examine  it,  and  that  he  would  bring  it 
back  with  him.  She  waited  for  him  im- 
patiently till  night,  and  could  not  ima- 
gine what  made  him  ftay  away  from 
her  fo  long. 

When  it  was  quite  dark,  and  (he 
could  hear  nothing  of  him,  (lie  fell 
into  a  violent  fit  of  grief:  (he  curfed 
the  talifman,  and  him  that  made  it; 
and,  had  (he  not  been  reftrained  by 
her  duty,  would  have  curfed  her  mo- 
ther who  gave  it  her.  She  was  the 
more  troubled,  becaufe  (he  could  not 
imagine  how  her  talifman  ihould.  have 
caufed  the  prince's feparation  from  her. 
However,  amidft  all  her  forrow,  me 
retained  her  judgment,  and  came  to  a 
courageous  refolution  not  common  with 
perfons  of  her  fex. 

She  and  her  women  only  knew  of 
the  prince's  being  gone;  for  his  men 
were  then  afleep,  or  refrefhing  them- 
felves  in  their  tents.  The  princefs, 
fearing  they  would  betray  her  if  they 
had  any  knowledgeof  it,  firft  compofed 
her  mind  a  little,  and  moderated  her 
grief j  and  forbid  her  women  to  lay  <jr 


do  any  thing  that  might  make  them 
fufpeft  the  truth.  Then  (he  undrefled 
herlelf,  and  put  on  Prince  Camaralza- 
man's  fuit  5  being  folike  him  in  it, that 
the  next  day,  when  (he  came  abroad, 
his  men  took  her  for  him. 

She  commanded  them  to  pack  up 
their  baggage  and  march  forward;  and, 
when  all  things  were  ready,  (he  ordered 
one  of  her  women  to  go  into  herfedan; 
(he  herfelf  getting  on  horfeback,  and 
riding  by  her  fide. 

They  travelled  feveral  months,  by 
land  and  fea;  the  princefs  continuing 
the  journey  under  the  name  of  Cama- 
ralzaman. They  took  the  iflind  of 
Ebene  in  their  way  to  the  Ides  of  the 
Children  of  Khaledan.  They  went  to 
the  capital  of  the  ifland,  where  a  king 
reigned,  whofe  name  was  Armanos. 
The  perfons  who  firtt  landed  giving  out 
that  they  brought  Prince  Camaralza- 
man, who  was  returning  from  a  long 
voyage  towards  his  own'country,  and 
was  forced  to  put  in  there  by  a  ftorm, 
the  news  of  his  arrival  was  prefently 
carried  to  court. 

JCing  Armanos, accompanied  by  moft 
of  his  courtiers,  went  immediately  to 
wait  on  the  prince,  and  met  the  prin- 
cefs juft  as  (he  was  landing,  and  go- 
ing to  the  lodgings  that  had  been  taken 
for  her.  He  received  her  as  the  fon  of 
a  king  who  was  his  friend,  and  with 
whom  he  had  always  kept  a  fair  cor- 
refpondence;  and  carried  her  to  his  pa- 
lace, where  an  apartment  was  prepared 
for  her  and  all  her  attendants;  though 
(he  would  fain  have  excufed  herfeif, 
and  have  lodged  in  a  private  houfe. 
Betides  this,  he  was  fo  courteous,  that 
doing  her  common  honours  would  not 
content  him  j  he  entertained  her  three 
days  together  with  extraordinary  mag- 
nificence and  royal  feftivals. 

The  days  of  feafting  being  over,  and 
King  Armanos  undej  (landing  that  the 
princefs,  whom  he  dill  took  for  Prince 
Camara'zaman,  talked  of  going  aboard 
again  to  proceed  on  her  voyage,  he  was 
fo  charmed  with  the  air  and  qualities 
of  fuch  an  accomplimed  prince,  as  he 
took  her  to  be,  that  he  vratcbcd  his  op- 
portunity, when    me   was   alone,  and 
(poke  to  her  in  the  following  manner. 
You  fee,  prince,  that  I  am  old,  and 
cannot  hope  to  live  long.     It  is  my 
great  trouble  that  I  have  not  a  fon  to 
whom  I  may  leave  my  crown.    Hea- 
ven  has  only   bleffed  me  wjth   one 
«  daughter. 


ARABIAN   NIGHTS  ENTERTAINMENTS.      305 


daughter,  who  cannot  defire  to  be 
more  happy  than  a  prince  of  your  vir- 
tues can  make  her,  whofe  merit  is 
equal  with  your  birth.  Inftead  of 
going  home,  Itay,  and  take  her  from 
my  hand:  with  her  I  will  give  you 
my  kingdom,  and  retreat  myfelf  to  a 
quiet  life,  free  from  the  bufinefs  and 
cares  of  the  world,  having  long  enough 
had  the  weight  of  the  crown  upon 
me  5  and  nothing  could  be  a  greater 
pleafure  to'me,  in  my  retirement,  than 
to  conlider  what  a  worthy  fucceffor 
fits  on  my  throne,  and  rules  my  hap- 
py people.'  

The  Sultanefs  Scheherazade  would 
have  gone  on,  but  the  appearance  of 
day  hindered  her:  the  next  night  (he 
continued  her  ftory,  fpeaking  thus  to 
the  Sultan  of  the  Indies. 


NIGHT     CCXXIV. 
SIR, 

THE  king  of  the  ifle  of  Ebene's  ge- 
nerous offer  to  beftow  his  only 
daughter  in  marriage  on  the  Princels 
Badoura,  who  could  not  accept  of  it 
becaufe  (he  was  a  woman,  gave  her 
unexpected  trouble,  and  the  could  not 
prefently  think  of  a  way  to  extricate 
herfelf  out  of  it.  She  thonghtit  would 
not  become  a  princefs  of  her  rank  to  de- 
ceive the  king,  and  to  own  that  me  was 
not  Prince Camaralzaman,  but  his  wife, 
when  (he  had  affureJ  him  (he  was  he 
himfelf;  whofe  part  (he  had  hitherto 
afted  fo  well 5  that  her  (ex  was  not  in  the 
leaft  fufpe&ed.  She  was  alfo  afraid  to 
refufe  him;  feeing  him  fo  much  bent 
upon  the  conclusion  of  the  marriage, 
that  there  was  reafon  to  apprehend  his 
kindnefs  would  turn  to  averfion  and 
hatred,  if  the  honour  he  offered  her  was 
rejected,  and  that  he  might  attempt 
fomething  even  againft  her  life.  Be- 
fides,  (he  was  not  lure  of  finding  Prince 
Camaralzaman  in  the  court  of  King 
Schahzaman,  his  father. 

Thefe  confiderations,  added  to  the 
profpecl  of  obtaining  a  kingdom  for 
the  prince  her  hufband,  in  cafe  (he 
found  him  again,  made  her  refolve  to 
do  what  JCii^g  Armanos  would  have 
her,  and  marry  his  daughter.  So,  after 
having  ftood  filent  fome  minutes,  me 


with  blufhes,  which  the  king  took  for 
a  fign  of  her  modefty,  anfwereti — '  Sir, 
I  am  infinitely  obliged  to  your  ma- 
jefty  for  your  good  opinion  of  me, 
for  the  honour  you  do  me,  and  the 
great  favour  you  offer  me,  which  I 
cannot  pretend  to  merit,  and  dare  not 
refufe. 

'  But,  Sir/  continued  fhe,  «  I  can- 
not accept  of  this  alliance,  on  any 
other  condition,  than  that  your  ma- 
jefty  will  affift  me  with  your  counfel, 
and  that  I  do  nothing  without  hav- 
ing firft  your  approbation.' 
The  marriage  treaty  being  thus  con- 
cluded and  agreed    on,  the  ceremony 
was  put  ofF  till  next  day.    In  the  mean 
time  thePrincefs  Badoura  gave  notice 
to  her  officers,  who  ftill  took  her  for 
Prince  Camaralzaman,  what  (he  was 
about  to  do,  that  they  might  not  be 
fin-prized  at  it,   afluring  them  that  the 
Princefs  Badoura  confented  to  it.     She 
talked  alfo  to  her  women,  and  charged 
them  to  keep  the  fecret  (he  had  entruft- 
ed    them   with,  as    they  valued   their 
lives. 

TheKing  of  the  ifle  of  Ebene  rejoic- 
ed that  he  had  got  him  a  fon-in-law  fo 
much  to  his  fatisfacYion.  The  next 
morning  he  fummoned  his  council,  and 
acquainted  them  with  his  defign  of 
marrying  his  daughter  to  Prince  Cama- 
ra'zaman,  whom  fie  introduced  to  them, 
and  madehim  fit  down  by  them,  taking- 
the  Princels  Badoura  for  him  ;  told 
them  he  refigned  the  crown  to  him, 
and  required  them  to  obey  and  fwear 
fealty  to  him.  Having  faid  this,  he 
defcended  from  his  throne,  and  the 
Princefs  Badoura,  by  his  order,  mount- 
ed it.  When  fhe  was  placed,  the  lords 
of  the  court  did  her  homage,  and  took 
an  oath  of  allegiance.  As  foon  as  the 
council  broke  up,  the  new  king  w;?s 
proclaimed  through  the  city;  fcveral 
days  of  rejoicing  were  appointed,  and 
couriers  difpatched  a!l  over  the  king- 
dom,  to  fee  the  fame  ceremonies  ob- 
ferved  with  the  like  demonftrations 
of  joy. 

At  night  there  were  extraordinary 
feaftings-  at  the  palace-royal  ;  and  the* 
Princefs  Haiatalnefous*,  drefled  like  a 
royal  bride,  was  led  to  the  Princels 
Badoura,  whom  every  body  took  for 
a  man.  The  wedding  was  folcmnized 
with  the  utmoit  fplendorj  and  the  rites 


*  In  Ara  i  k,  fignifies  Life  and  Soul. 


being 
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being  performed,  they  were  put  to  bed. 
In  the  morning  the  Princefs  Badoura 
went  to  receive  the  compliments  of  the 
nobility  in  a  hall  of  audience,  where 
they  congratulated  her  on  her  marriage 
and  acceffion  to  the  throne.  In  the 
mean  while,  King  Armanos  and  his 
queen  went  to  the  apartment  of  the  new 
queen  their  daughter,  and  alked  her 
how  me  had  fpent  the  night.  Inftead 
of  anfwering  them,  (he  held  down  her 
head,  and  by  her  looks  they  faw  plain 
enough  that  me  was  not  contented. 

King    Armanos,     to    cornf>rt     the 
Frincefs  Haiatalnefous,  bid  her  nut  be 
troubled.  * Prin.ceCamaralzaman  might 
be  in  hafteto  go  to  hisfather's  court, and 
had  not  ilopt  at  the  iile  of  Ebenerhad 
it  not  been  in  hisway  ihither.  Though 
we  have  engaged  hirn  to  ftay  by  argu- 
mentSjWith  which  he  ought  to  be  well 
fatisfied,  yet  it  is  probable  he  grieves 
to  be  all  at  once  deprived  of  the  hopes 
of  feeing  either  his  father  or  any  of  his 
family.  You  mnft  wait  till  thofe  firft 
emotions  of  tendernefs  are  over,  and 
his  filial  love  wears  ofFby  degrees;  he 
will  then  carryhimfelf  towards  you  as 
a  good  hufband  ought  to  do.'* 
The   Princefs  Badoura,    under  the 
name  and  character  of  Prince  Camaral- 
zaman,  r.ot.or.ly  received  the  congratu- 
latory ad-Jieffes  of  the  courtiers  and  the 
nobility  of  the  kingdom  who  were  in 
and  about  the  city,  but  {he  reviewed  the 
regular  troops    of   her  houlhold,   and 
entered  on  the  adminiftration  of  affairs 
as  king,    with  fo  much  majefty   and 
judgment,  as    gained  her  the  general 
applaufe  of  all  who  were  witneffes  of 
her  conducl. 

It  was  evening  before  fhe  returned 
to  Queen  Haiatainefous's  apartment; 
and  (hepeiceived  by  the  reception  (lie  met 
•with  that  the  bride  was  riot  at  aH  pleafed 
with  the  wedding-night.  Sheendeavour- 
edto  make  her  eafy  by  a  long  diicourfe, 
in  which  fhe  employed  all  the  wit  fhe 
had  (and  that  was  as  much  as  any 
woman  was  miftreis  of)  to  perfuade  her 
file  loved  her  entirely:  fhe  then  gave 
her  time  to  go  to  ued;  and  while  fhe  was 
xi  nd  i  effing  heifelf,  fhe  went  to  her  de- 
votions; but  her  prayers  were  fo  long, 
that  Queen  Haiatalnefous  was  aileep 
before  they  were  ended.  She  then  gave 
over,  and  lay  down  fbftly  by  the  new 
queen,  without  waking  her;  and  was 
as  much  afllifted  at  being  forced  to  a6l 
a  part  which  did  not  belong  to  her,  as  in 


the  lofs  of  her  dear  Camaralzaman,  for 
whom  fhe  ceafed  not  .to  fjgh.  She  rofe  as 
foon  as  it  was  day,  before  Haiatalnefous 
was  awake;  and,  being  dieiled  in  her 
royal  robes,  as  king,  wcrt  to  council. 

King  Armanos,  as  he  had  done  the 
day  before,  cameearly  to  vifit  the  queen 
his  daughter,  whom  he  found  in  fjghs 
and  tears;  he  wanted   no   more  to' be 
informed  ofthecatifc  of  her  trouble  • 
he  begun  torefent  the  contempt,  as  he 
thought,     which    was    put    upon    his 
daughter,  and  could  not  imagine  what 
wasthe  reafon  of  it.      «  Daughter,1  laid 
he,   '  have  patiencf  for  another  night. 
I  railed  your  hulbanJ  to  the  throne, 
and  can  pull  him  down  again:  depend 
upon  it,  I  will  drive  him  thence  with 
fhamc,  unlefs  he  gives  you  the  fatis- 
faclion  that  he  ought  to  do.  Kis  ufage 
of  you  has  provoked  me  fo  much,  I 
cannot  tell  to  what  my  refentment 
may  tranfport  me;  the  affront  is  as 
much  to  me  as  to  you.' 
It  was  late  again  before  the  Princefs 
Badoura  came  to  Queen  Haiatalnefous; 
fhe  talked  to  hfer  as  fhe  had   done  the 
night  before,  and  after  the  fame  man- 
ner went  to  her  devotions,  defining  the 
queen  to  go  to  bed.    But  Haiatalnefous 
would  nut  be  fo  ferved;  fhe  held  her 
back,  and  obliged  her  to  fit  down  again; 
Whaj,'  fatd  4he,  «  you  think  to  deal 
by  me  this  night  as  you  have  done 
the  two  laft.  Pray  tell  me,  what  can 
you  diflike  in  a  princefs  of  my  youth 
and  beauty,  who  not  only  loves  but 
adores   you,    and  thinks  herfelf  the 
happieft  of  all  princefTes  in  having  fo 
amiable   a  prince  for   her  hufband? 
Any  body  but  me  would  be  revenged 
of  the  flight,  or  rather  the  unpar- 
donable  affront  that   you    have  put 
upon  me,  and  abandon  you  to  your 
evil  deftiny  :  however,   though  I  did 
not  love  you  fo  well  as  I  do,  yet  out 
of  pure  good-nature  and  humanity, 
which  makes  me  pity  the  misfortunes 
of  perfons  for  whom  I  am  no  ways 
concerned,  I  could  not  forbear  tell- 
ing you,  that  the  king  my  father  is 
enraged    again  ft    you   for   your  car- 
riage towards  me,  and  on  the  morrow 
will  exert  his  fury  in   a  manner  I 
tremble  to  think  of,  if  you  ftill  ufe 
me  as  you  have  hitherto  done.     Do 
not  therefore  throw  a  princefs  into 
defpair;    who,    notwithftanding    all 
your  ill  ufage,    cannot  help   loving 
you.' 

-  This 
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ThisdifcourfeembarrafTedthePrincefs 
Badoura  the  moft  of  any  thing  me  had 
met  with;  fhedid  not  doubt  of  the  truth 
of  what  Haiatalnefous  had  laid.  King 
Armanos's  coldnefs  to  her  the  day.be- 
fore  had  given  her  but  too  much  reafon 
to  fee  that  he  was  highly  diflathfied 
\vith  her.  The  only  way  to  juftifyher 
conduct  was,  to  communicate  her  fex 
to  the  Princefs  Hiiatalnefous.  She  hid 
fcrefeen  (lie  fhould  be  undrr  a  neceflity 
of  difcovering -it  to  her;  yet,  now  fhe 
was  about  to  make  fuch  a  declaration, 
fhe  was  afraid  how  (he  would  receive 
it:  but,  corjfulering  that  if  Camaralza- 
nian  was  alive,  he  muftnecefTarily  touch 
at  the  ifleof  Ebene  in  his  way  to  King 
'Schatizaman  his  father's  kingdom, 
that  fhe  ought  to  prefers  herfelr  for  his 
fake  ;  and  as  it  was  impofiible  to  do  it, 
if  (he  did  not  let  the  Princefs  Haiatal- 
nefous  know  who  and  what  (he  was, 
(lie  resolved  to  venture,  and  try  to 
get  off  that  way. 

The  Princefs  Badoura  ftood  as  one 
that  was  (truck  dumb;  and  Haiatalne- 
fous,  being  impatient  to  hear  what  fhe  < 
could  fay,  was  about  to  fpeak  to  her 
again,  when    (he   flopped  her  by  thefe 
words  •.    '  Lovely,  and  too    charming 
princefs?  Town  I   have  been  in  the 
wrong,  and  I  condemn  myfelf  for  itj 
but  I  hope  you  will  pardon  me,  and 
keep  the  fecret  I  am  going  to  reveal 
to  you  for  my  jollification.' 
She   then   opened  her  bofomj    and, 
hewing  her  breafts,  proceeded   thus  : 
See,    princefs,    if  a   woman,    and  a 
princefs  like  yourfelf,  does  not  de- 
ferve  to  be  forgiven}  I  believe  you 
will  be  fo  good,  at  lead  when    you 
know  my  ftory,  and  the  terrible  afflic- 
tion that  forced  me  to  a6l  the  part 
you  fee.' 

The  Princefs  Badoura,  having  dif- 
covered  herfelf  entirely  to  the  Princefs 
of  the  ifle  of  Ebene,  again  prayed  her 
to  keep  the  fecret,  and  to  accept  her  as 
a  hulband  till  Prince  Camaralzavnan's 
arrival,  which  (he  hoped  would  be  in 
a  little  time. 

*  Princefs,'  replied  Haiatalnefous, 
your  fortune  is  indeed  ftrange,  that  a 
marriage,  fo  happy  as  yours  was, 
mould  be  rendered  unhappy  by  fo  un- 
accountable an  accident,  your  love 
being  reciprocal,  and  full  of  wonders. 
Pray  Heaven  you  may  meet  with  your 
hufband  again  as  foon  as  you  deiire  ! 
and  affure  yourfelf  I  will  keep  the 


*  fecret  till  he  arrives.     It  will   be  the 

*  grt  ateft  pkafure  to  me  in  the  world, 
'  to  be  the  only  perfonin  the  valtking- 

*  dom  of  the  ifleof  Ebene,  who  knows 
'  what  and   who   you   are,   while  you 
'  continue  to  govern  the  people  as  hap- 

*  pily  as  you  have  begun  :    I  only  afk 

*  of  you  to  be  your  friend,  than  which 
'  nothing  could  be  more  to   my  fatis- 

*  faclion.'  The  two  princeifes  then  ten- 
deriy  embraced  each  other;  and,  after  a 
thoufand   vows   of  mutual    friendlhip, 
lay  down,  and  took  their  reft. 

According  to  the  cuftom  of  the 
country,  the  token  of  the  confumma- 
tion  of  the  marriage  was  to  be  produced 
and  feen  publickly.  The  t'.vo  prin- 
cefles  concerted  out  a  method  to  get 
over  that  difficulty  :  Queen  Haiatalne- 
fous's  women  were  next  morning  deceiv- 
ed by  it  themielves,  and  deceived  Kin^ 
Armanos,  his  queen,  and  the  whole 
court.  From  this  time  the  Princefs 
Badoura  grew  more  and  more  in  King 
Annanos'sefteemand  afFe&ionjgovern- 
ing  the  kingdom  to  his  and  his  people'* 
content,  peaceably  and  profperouily. 

The  Sultanefs  of  the  Indies  fnid  no 
more  at  that  time,  day  appearing;  but 
the  following  night  fhe  continued  her 
djfcourie  to  the  fultan. 


NIGHT     CCXXV. 


WH  I L  E  thefe  things  were  tranf- 
acVmg  in  the  court  of  the  file 
of  Ebene,  Prince  Camaralzaman  ftaii 
in  the  city  of  Idolaters  with  the  garden- 
er, who  had  offered  him  his  houfe  for 
a  retreat  till  the  fliip  fhould  fail  for  that 
ifl^nd. 

One  morning,  when  the  prince  was 
up  early,  and,  as  he  ufed  to  do,  was 
preparing  to  work  in   the  garden,  the 
gardener  prevented  hinj,  faying — 'This 
dayisagrcitfeftival  among  the  idola- 
ters; and  becaofe  they  abiiain  from 
work  themfelves,  to  fpend  the  time  in 
their  abominable  myfteries  and  pub. 
lick  rejoicings,  they  will  not  let  the 
MufTulmen  work  ;  who,  togain  their 
favour,  generally  arfifl  at  ihtir  fhews, 
which  are  worth  feeing:    wherefore 
there  is  nothing  for  you  to  do  to  day 
I  leave  you   here;  and   the  time  ap- 
proaching in  which  the  fliip  ufes  to 
Jail  for  the  ifle  of  Ebene,  I  will  go 
«  to 
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,  to  feme  cf  my  friends,  and  know 
,  when  it  will  depart,  and  fecure  you  a 
,  patTage  in  it.'  The  gardener  put  on 
his  belt  cloaths,  and  went  to  the  feaft. 

When  Prince  Camaralzaman  was 
alone,  inftead  of  going  out  to  take  part 
in  the  publick  joy  of  the  city,  the  foli- 
tude  he  was  in  brought  to  his  mind, 
with  more  violence,  the  lots  of  his  dear 
pi  incefsi  he  walked  up  and  down  the 
e^cien  fighing  and  groaning,  till  the 
jjoife  which  two  birds  made  oil  the 
neighbouring  tree,  tempted  him  to  lift 
up  his  head,  and  llop  to  ice  what  was 
the  matter, 

Camaralzaman  was  furprized  to  be- 
hold a  battle  between  thefe  two  birds, 
fighting  with  their  beaks,  and  that  in 
3  very  little  while  one  of  them  fell  down 
dead  at  the  root  of  a  tree;  the  bird  that 
was  victorious  took  wing  again,  and 
flew  away. 

In  an  inllant,  two  other  large  birds, 
that  had  feen  the  fight  at  a  dirhnce, 
came  from  the  other  fide  of  the  garden, 
and  pitched  on  the  ground,  one  at  the 
feet,  and  the  other  at  the  head  of  the 
dead  bird:  they  looked  upon  it  fome 
time,  (baking  their  heads,  as  if  they 
were  grieved  at  the  death  of  their  de- 
parted friend;  after  which  they  dug  a 
grave  with  their  talons,  and  interred 
the  defunct. 

When  they  had  filled  up  the  grave 
with  the  earth  which  they  had  turned 
up  to  make  it,  they  flew  away,  and  re- 
turned in  a  few  minutes,  bringing  with 
them  the  bird  that  had  committed  the 
murder,  the  one  holding  one  of  it's 
wings  in  it's  beak,  and  the  other  one 
of  it's  legs;  the  criminal  all  the  while 
cryirvg  out  in  a  doleful  manner,  and 
ftruggling  to  efcape.  They  carried  it 
to  the  grave  of  the  bird  which  it  had 
lately  facrificed  to  it's  rage,  and  there 
they  made  a  facrifice  cf  it  to  the  manes 
of  the  dead  bird;  and,  linking  it  often 
with  their  beaks,  at  hift  they  killed  the 
murderer.  They  then  opened  it's  belly, 
tore  out  it's  entrails,  leh  it's  body  on 
the  place  unburied,  and  flew  away. 

Camaralzaman  remained  in  great 
aftonilhment  all  the  time  that  he  flood 
beholding  this  fight :  he  drew  near  the 
tree  where  this  Icene  had  been  a£ted  ; 
and,  calling  his  eyes  on  the  fcattered 
entrails  of  the  bird  that  was  iaft  killed, 
he  obferved  ibmeihing  red  hanging  out 


of  it's  body;  he  took  it  up,  and  found 
it  was  his  beloved  Princefs  Badoura's 
talifman,  which  had  colt  him  fo  much 
pains  and  forrow,  and  fo  many  fi^hs, 
fince  the  bird  fnatched  it  out  of  his 
hand.  <  Ah,  cruel  !'  laid  he  to  him- 
felf,  ftill  looking  on  the  bird,  '  them 
tookeft  delight  in  doing  mifchief;  fo 
I  have  the  lefs  reafon  to  complain  of 
that  which  thou  didit  to  me:  but  by 
how  much  the  greater  it  was,  by  fo 
much  the  more  do  I  wifh  well  to 
thole  who  revenged  my  quarrel  on 
thee,  in  puniming  thee  for  the  mur- 
der of  one  of  their  arid  thy  own 
kind!' 

It  is  impoflible  to  exprefs  Prince  Ca- 
maralzaman's  joy.  '  '  De^r  princefs  !* 
continued  he  to  himfelf  '  this  happy- 
minute,  which  reltores  to  me  a  trea- 
fure  that  is  fo  precious  to  thee,  is, 
without  doubt,  a  prefageof  our  meet- 
ing again;  and  perhaps  fooner  than  I 
think  of !  Thank  Heaven,  who  lent 
me  this  good  fortune,  and  gives  me 
hope  of  the  greatelt  felicity  that  my 
heart  can  defire !' 
Saying  this,  he  kifTVd  the  talifman, 
wrapped  it  up  in  a  ribband,  and  tied  it 
carefully  about  his  arm.  Till  now  he 
had  been  almolt  a  ftranger  to  reft,  his 
troubles  always  keeping  him  awake j 
but  the  next  night  he  tiept  foundly  : 
he  arofe  fomewhat  later  the  next  morn- 
ing than  he  tiled  to  do,  put  on  his 
working  clo'aths,  and  went  to  the  gar- 
dener for  orders  what  he  mould  go 
about.  The  good  man  bid  him  root  up 
an  old  tree  that  ftood  in  a  place  to  which 
he  directed  him,  and  was  decaying. 

Camaralzaman  took  an  ax,  and  be- 
gan his  work  :  cutting  off  a  branch  of 
the  root,  he  found  that  his  ax  Itruck 
againll  fomething  which  refifted  the 
blow,  and  made  a  noife;  he  turned  the 
earth  up,  and  difcovered  a  broad  plate 
of  brafs,  under  which  was  a  ftair-cafe 
of  ten  fteps  ;  he  went  down,  and  at  the 
bottom  obferved  a  cave  of  above  fix 
yards  fquare,  with  fifty  brafs  urns 
placed  in  order  around  it,  each  having 
a  cover  to  it.  He  opened  them  all,  one 
after  another  ;  and  there  was  not  one 
of  them  which  was  not  full  of  gold- 
dult.  He  came  out  of  the  cave,  rejoic- 
ing that  he  had  found  fuch  a  vaft  trea- 
fure  :  he  put  the  brafs -plate  on  the 
itair-cale,  and  rooted  up  the  tree,  pre- 

vioul 
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vious  to  the  gardener's  coming  to  fee 
what  he  had  done. 

The  gardener  had  learned,  the  day 
before,  that  the  fliip  which  was  hound 
for  the  ifle  of  Ebene  would  fail  in  a 
few  days,  though  the  certain  time  was 
not  fixed.  His  friend  promifed  to  let 
him  know  the  day  if  he  called  on  him 
on  the  morrow  ;  and  while  Camaralza- 
man  was  rooting  up  the  tree,  he  went 
to  have  his  anfwer.  He  returned  with 
a  joyful  countenance,  by  which  the 
prince  guefled  he  brought  him  good 
news.  *  Son,'  faid  the  old  man,  (fo 
he  always  called  him,  on  account  of 
the  difference  between  his  age  and  the 
prince's  youth)  «  be  joyful,  and  pre- 
<  pare  to  embark  in  three  cbys  ;  the 

*  (hip  will   then   certainly  let   fail  :   I 

*  have  taken  a  pafftge  for  you,  and  fet- 
«  tied  the  price  with  the  captain.' 

'  In  the  condition  I  am  at  prefent,' 
replied  Camaralzaman,  '  you  could  not 

*  bring  me  more  agreeable  news:  and, 
'«  in  return,   I  have  alfo  tidings  that 

*  will  be  as  welcome  to  you.    Come 

*  along  with   me,    and  you   (halt  fee 
'  what  good  fortune  Heaven  has   in 

*  ftore  for  you.' 

The  prince  led  the  gardener  to  the 
place  where  he  had  rooted  up  the  tree, 
Ihewetl  him  the  way  into  the  cave,  and, 
when  he  was  there,  let  him  fee  what  a 
treafure  he  had  difcovered;  thanking 
Providence  for  rewarding  his  virtue, 
and  the  pains  he  had  been  at  for  fo 
many  years.     '  How,'  replied  the  gar- 
dener^  '  do  you  imagine  I  will  take 
thefe  riches  as  mine,  which  you  found 
out  ?  The  property  of  them  is  yours; 
I  have  no  right  to  them.     For  four- 
fcore  years,  (ib  long  my  father  has 
been  dead)  I  have  done  nothing  but 
dug  in  this  garden,  and   could   not 
difcover  this  treafure;  which  is  a  fign 
that  it  was  deftined  to  you  by  Fate, 
or  Heaven  had  revealed  it  to  me.     It 
agrees  with  your  quality  as  a  prince; 
and  fuits  your  age,  too,  better  than 
mine:   I  am  old,  and  have  one  foot  in 
the  grave,  and  cannot  teil  what  to  do 
with  fo  much   wealth.     Providence 
has  bellowed   it  upon  you  at  a  time 
when  you  are  returning  to  that  coun- 
try which  will  one  day  be  your  own, 
where  you  may  make  a  "good  ufe  of 
it  for  the  advantage  of  yourfelf,  and 


*  the   people  over  whom  you   are  to 
'  reign.1 

Prince  Camaralzaman  would  not  be 
out-done  in  generofity  by  the  gardenerj 
they  had  a  long  difpute  about  who 
fhould  refufe  it,  for  neither  of  them 
would  have  it  from  the  other.  At  laft, 
the  prince  folemnly  protefted  that  he 
would  have  none  of  it,  unlefs  the  gar- 
dener would  divide  it  with  him,  and 
take  half.  The  good  man  confented 
to  it,  to  pleafe  the  prince;  fo  they  part- 
ed it  between  them,  which  amounted  to 
twenty-five  urns  each. 

Having  thus  divided  it- — '  Son,'  faitl 
the  gardener  to  the  prince,  '  it  is  not 
enough  that  you  have  got  this  trea- 
fure; we  rnuft  now  contrive  to  carry- 
it  fo  privately  on  board  a  (hip,  that 
nobody  may  know  any  thing  of  the 
matter,  otherwife  you  will  run  the 
rifqueoflofmsit.  There  are  no  olive* 
in  the  ifle  of  Ebene,  and  thofe  which 
are  exported  hence  are  a  good  com- 
modity there:  you  know  I  have  plenty 
of  them,  take  what  you  will  j  fill  fifty 
pots,  half  with  the  gold-duft,  and 
half  with  olives;  which  being  a  com- 
mon merchandize  from  this  city  to 
that  ifland,  none  will  miftruft  that 
there  is  any  thing  but  olives  in  the 
pots.' 

The  counfel  was  good,  and  Camaral- 
zaman followed  it.  The  reft  of  the  day- 
was  taken  up  by  him  and  the  old  main 
in  packing  up  the  gold  and  the  olives 
in  the  fifty  pots  ;  and  the  prince,  fear- 
ing the  talihnan  (hould  come  by  any 
ill  accident  again,  he  carefully  put  it 
up  in  one  of  the  pots,  diftingu'iming  it 
from  the  others  by  a  particular  mark*. 
When  they  were  all  ready  to  be  fhipped, 
the  prince  retired  into  the  gardener's 
hut  with  him  ;  and  difcourfing  toge- 
ther, related  to  him  the  battles  of  the 
birds,  with  the  circumftance  of  the  ad- 
venture in  which  he  had  found  the 
Princefs  Badoura's  talifman.  The  gar- 
dener was  equally  furprized,  and  Joy- 
ful to  hear  it,  knowing  what  trouble  the 
prince  had  been  at  for  the  lofs  of  it. 
Whether  the  old  gardener  was  quite 
worn  out  with  age,  or  had  fpent  him- 
felf  too  much  that  day,  he  had  a  very 
bad  night's  reft:  he  grew  worfe  the 
next  day  ;  and  on  the  third  day,  when 
the  prince  was  to  embark,  was  fo  bad, 


*  This  incident  is  alfo  much  the  fame  with  one  in  the  Romance  of  Peter  of  Provence 
and  the  fair  Maguelanna, 

that 


Scheherazade  would  have  continued 
her  tiifcourfe,  but  day-light  breaking 
in  upon  the  fultan  and  her,  fhe  was 
obliged  to  give  it  over  for  the  prefent: 
the  next  night,  however,  (lie  purfued 
the  fame  ftory  of  Prince  Camaralzaman 
and  the  Princels  Badoura's  adventures, 
addrefTing  herfqlf  to  the  Sultan  of  the 
Indies  as  follows. 


NIGHT    CCXXVI. 


SIR, 
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that  it  was  evident  he  was  near  the  point 
of  death.  As  foon  as  the  day  began  to 
dawn,  the  captain  of  the  ihip  came  in 
petfon,  with  feveral  Teamen,  to  the  gar* 
dener's  ;  and  knocking  at  the  garden- 
door,  Camaralzaman  inftintly  opened 
it  to  them.  They  afked  him  where  the 
paflengerwaswho  was  logo  with  them: 
the  prince  anfweieJ  —  '  I  am  lie.  The 

gardener,  who  agreed  with  you   for 

mypafTage,  is  extremely  ill,  and  can- 
not be  (poke  with.    Come  in,  and  let 

your  men  carry  thefe  pots  of  olives, 

and  a  few  other  things,  on  board  for 

me:    I   will  only  take  leave  of  the 

gardener,  and  then  follow  you  to  the 

water- fide.' 

The  feamen  took  up  the  pots  and  the 
baggage;  and  the  captain  defired  the 
prince  to  make  hafte,  the  wind  being 
fair,  and  they  ftaid  for  nothing  but 
him. 

When  the  captain  and  his  men  were 
gone,  Camaraizaman  went  to  the  gar- 
dener, to  take  his  leave  of  him,  and 
thank  him  for  all  his  good  offices;  but 
he  found  him  in  the  agonies  of  death, 
and  had  fcarce  time  to  bid  him  rehearie 
the  articles  of  his  faith,  which  all  good 
Muffulmen  ufed  to  do  before  they  die. 
The  gardener  made  the  beft  efforts  he 
could"  towards  it,  and  expired  in  his 
prefence. 

The  prince,  being  obliged  to  haften 
his  departure,  was  at  a  lofs  what  to  do; 
he  was  afraid  he  fhould  lofe  his  voyage 
if  he  ftaid,  and  was  very  unwilling  to 
leave  his  dead  ber.efaclor  without  pay- 
ing him  the  laft  duty  of  a  friend  ac- 
cording to  their  law.  He  warned  him, 
buried  him  in  his  own  garden,  (for  the 
Mahometans  had  no  church -yard  in 
the  city  of  the  Idolaters,  where  they 
were  only  tolerated)  and,  though  he 
did  it  as  faft  as  he  could,  having  no- 
body to  aflift  him,  it  was  almolt  night 
before  he  had  put  him  in  the  ground. 
As  foon  as  he  had  done  it,  he  ran  to 
the  water-fide,  carrying  with  him  the 
key  of  the  garden;  defigning,  if  he  had . 
time,  to  give  it  to  the  landlord;  other- 
wife  todepofit  it  in  fome  trufty  perfon's 
hand  before  witnefles,  that  lie  might 
have  it  after  he  was  gone.  When  he 
came  to  the  port,  he  was  told  that  the 
fliip  failed  feveral  hours  before  he  came, 
and  was  already  out  of  fight.  It  ftaid 
three  hours  for  him;  but,  the  wind  ':e- 
ing  fair,  the  captain  durit  not  wait 
longer. 


IT  is  eafy  to  imagine  that  Prince  Ca- 
maralzaman was  exceedingly  con- 
cerned on  being  forced  to  ftay  in  that 
country  a  year  longer,  where  he  neither 
had,  nor  was  yvilling  to  have,  any  ac- 
quaintance. It  was  a  fad  thing  for  him 
to  reflecl  how  long  he  had  to  wait  for 
the  opportunity  he  had  loft:  but  what 
gave  him  the  greateft  affliction,  was  his 
miffing  the  Princefs  Badoura's  talif- 
man,  which  he  now  concluded  -to  be 
entirely  loft.  The  only  courfe  that  was 
left  for  him  to  take,  was  to  return  to 
the  garden  from  whence  he  came,  to 
lent  it  of  the  landlord,  and  to  go  ou 
with  his  gardening,  that  he  might  de- 
plore his  mifery  and  misfortunes  by 
himfelf.  He  hir~d  a  boy  to  help  him 
to  do  fome  part  of  the  drudgery  ;  and, 
that  he  might  not  lofe  the  other  half  of 
the  treafure,  which  came  to  him  by  the 
death  of  the  gardener,  who  died  with- 
out heirs,  he  put  the  rold-duft  in  fifty- 
other  pots  of  olives,  to  be  ready  againft 
the  time  of  the  fhip's  return,  and  mak- 
ing the  fame  voyage. 

While  Prince  Camaralzaman  began 
another  year  of  labour,  forrow,  and 
impatience,  the  fhip  having  a  fair  wind, 
failed  before  him  to  the  ifle  of  Ebene  ; 
where  in  due  time  (he  arrived  at  the 
capital  city. 

The  palace-royal  being  by  the  fea- 
fide,  the  new  king,  or  rather  the  Prin- 
cefs Badoura,  efpying  the  fhip  as  flie 
was  entering  into  the  port,  afked  what 
veffel  it  was  :  fhe  was  anfwered,  that  it 
came  from  the  city  of  the  idolaters, 
from  whence  it  ufed  to  come  every  year 
about  that  time,  and  was  generally 
richly  laden. 

The  princefs,  who  always  had  Prince 
Camaralzaman  in  her  mind,  amidft 
the  glories  of  her  palace  and  power, 
imagined  that  the  prince  might  be  on 
board, 
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board;  on  which  thought,  fhe  refolved, 
finceit  might  be  fo,  to  go  on  board  the 
fhip  and  meet  him;  not  to  difcover  her- 
felf  to  him,  (for  (he  questioned  whether 
he  would  know  her  again)  but  to  ob- 
ferve  him,  and  take  proper  meafbres 
for  their  making  themfelves  mutually 
known.  Her  pretence  was,  to  fee  what 
merchandize  was  aboard,  to  have  the- 
firtt  fight  of  the  goods,  and  to  chufe  the 
rooft  valuable  for  herfelf.  She  com- 
manded a  horfe  to  be  brought  her, 
which  (he  mounted,  and  rode  to  the 
port,  accompanied  by  feveral  officers, 
who  were  waiting  upon  her  at  that 
time,  and  arrived  at  the  port  juft  as  the 
captain  came  afhore.  She  ordered  him 
to  "be  brought  before  her,  and  aficed 
whence  he  came,  how  long  he  had  been 
on  his  voyage,  and  what  good  or  bad 
fortune  he  had  met  with  in  it  ;  if 
he  had  no  ftranger  of  quality  on 
board,  and  wit-h  what  his  (hip  was 
laden. 

The  captain  gave  a  fatisfa&ory  an- 
fwer  to  all  her  demands;  and, as  to  paf- 
fengers,  aflured  her  there  were  none  but 
merchants  in  his  (hip,  who  came  every 
vear,  and  brought  rich  ftuft's  from  fe- 
veral parts  of  the  world  to  trade  with; 
callicoes,  ftained  or  \mftained ;  dia- 
monds, mufk,  ambergris,  camphire, 
civet,  fpices,  drugs,  and  olives. 

The  Princefs  Badoura  loved  olives 
extremely :  when  (he  heard  the  captain 
•fpeak  of  them — '  Land  them/  laid  (he; 

*  I  will  take  them  off"  your  hands.    As 

*  to  the  other  goods,  let  the  merchants 
'  bring  them  to  me,  and    let  me  fee 
'  them  before  they  difpofe  of  them,  or 

*  (hew  them  to  any  one/ 

The  captain,  taking  her  for  the  king 
of  the  ille  of  Ebene,  replied — '  Sir, 

*  there  are  fifty  great  pots  of  olives;  but 

*  they  belong  to  a  merchant  whom  I 
'  was  forced  to  leave  behind.     I  gave 
•'  him  notice  that  I  ftaid  for  him;  but 
'  he  not  coming  for  feveral  hours  af- 

*  terwards,  and  the  wind  prefenting,  I 

*  was-afraid  of  lofing  it,  and  fo  fet  fail.' 
The  princefs  anfwered— '  It  is  no  mat- 

*  ter:  bring  them  afhore  j  we  will  drive 

*  a  bargain  for  them,  however.' 

The  captain  fent  his  boat  to  the  (hip, 
and  in  a  little  time  it  returned  with  the 
pots  of  olives.  The  princefs  demanded 
how  much  the  fifty  pots  might  be  worth 
in  the  ifte  of  Ebene.  «  Sir,'  faid  the 
captain,  '  the  R>erc4»ant  is  very  poor, 


«  and  your  majefty  will  not  pay  'too 
'  dear  if  you  give  him  a  thoufand  pieces 
«  of  filver.1 

'  To  fatisfy  him,'  replied  the  prin- 
cefs, *  and  becaufe  you  tell  me  he  is 

*  poor,  I  will  order  you  a  thoufand 
c  pieces  of  gold  for  him,  which  do  you 

*  take  care  to  give  him.'     The  money 
was  accordingly  paid,  and  the  pots  car- 
ried to  the  palace. 

Night  drawing  on,  the  princefs  with- 
drew into  the  inner  palace,  and  went 
to  the  Princefs  Haiatalnefous's  apart- 
ment, ordering  the  olives  to  be  brought 
thither.       She  opened  one,  to  let  the 
Princefs  Haiafalnefous  tafte  them,  and 
to  tafte  them  herfelf,.     Great  was  her 
aftonifhment  when  fhe  found  the  olives 
were  mingled  with  gold-duft.    l  What 
'  can  this  mean?'  faid  fhe :  '  it  is  won- 
'  derful  beyond  comprehenfion  !'     Her 
curioiity  increafing  by  fo  extraordinary 
anadventurCjfheorderedHaiatalnefous's 
women  to  open  and  empty  all  the  pots 
in   her  prefence:  and  her  wonder  was 
ftill  greater,  when  (he  faw  that  the  olives 
in  all  of  them  were  mixed  with  gold- 
duft;   but  when  (he  faw  her  talifman 
drop  out  of  that  in  which  the  prince 
had  put  it,  (he  was  fo  furprized,  that 
fhe    fwooned    away.      The    Princefs 
Haiatalnefous  and  her  women  brought 
the  Princefs  Badoura  to  life  again  by 
throwing  cold  water  in  her  face.  When 
fhe  recovered  her  fenfes,  fhe  took  the 
talifman,  and  kifTed  it  again  and  again  j 
but  not  being  willing  that  the  Princefs 
Haiatalnefous'swomen  fhould  hearwhst 
me  faid,  and  it  growing  late,  fhe  dif- 
mifTed  them.     *  Princefs,'  faid  fhe  to 
Haiatalnefous,  as    foon   as  they  were 
gone,  '  you,  who  have  heard  my  ftory, 
muft  know  that  it  was  at  the  fight  of 
the  talifman  that  I  fwooned.  This  i* 
it  which  was  the  fatal  caufe  of  my 
lofing  my  dear  hufband  Prince  Cama- 
ralzaman:  but,  as  it  caufed  ourfepa* 
ration,  fo  I  forefee  it  will  be  the  means 
of  our  fudden  meeting.' 
The  next  day,  as  foon  as  it  was  light, 
fhe  fent  for  the  captainof  the  (hip;  and, 
when  he  came,  (poke  to  him  thus.     '  I 
want  to  know  ibmething  more  of  the 
merchant  to  whom  the  olives  belong 
which  I  bought  of  you  yefterday.     I 
think  you  told  me  you  left  him  be- 
hind you  in  the  city  of  the  Idolaters  : 
can    you    tell    me    what    he     does 
there?' 

R  r  «  Ye» 
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«  Yes,  Sir,'  replied  the  captain;  *  I 
can  fpeak  on  my  own  knowledge,  and 
allure  your  majefty  what  I  fay  is  truth. 
I  agreed  for  his  pafTage  with  a  gar- 
dener, a  very  old  man,  who  told  me  I 
Ihould  find  him  in  his  garden,  where 
he  worked  under  him.  He  (hewed 
me  the  place,  and  I  went  thither  to 
call  him  ;  where  I  found  what  the 
gardener  had  faid  to  be  true,  and  for 
that  reafon  I  told  your  majefty  he 
was  poor.  I  fpoke  to  him  my- 
felf,  and  cannot  be  mi  (taken  in  the 
man.' 

«  If  what  you  fay  is  true,'  replied  the 
'lincefs  Badoura,  «  you  muft  fet  fail 
this  very  day  for  the  city  of  Idola- 
ters, an(J  fetch  me  that  gardener's 
man,  who  is  my  debtor;  or  elfe  I 
will  not  only  confifcate  all  the  goods 
belonging  to  yourfelf  and  the  mer- 
chants you  have  brought  with  you, 
but  your  and  their  lives  (hall  anfwer 
for  your  refufal.  I  have  ordered  my 
leal  to  be  put  on  the  warehoules  which 
contain  your  merchandize;  nor  (hall 
it  be  taken  off  till  you  bring  me  that 
man.  This  is  all  I  have  to  fay  to 
you.  Go,  and  do  as  I  command 
you.' 

The  captain  could  make  no  reply  to 
this  order,  though  to  obey  it  would  be 
a  great  lofs  to  him  and  his  merchants. 
He  acquainted  them  with  it :  and  they 
all  very  wifely  confidering  that  to 
lofe  their  goods  and  their  lives  would 
be  a  much  greater,  haftened  him  away 
as  faft  as  they  could.  They  fet  all 
hands  to  work  to  load  the  (hip  with  pro- 
vifions  and  frefli -water  for  the  voyage 
back;  and  were  fo  diligent,  that  fhe  was 
ready  to  fail  before  night.  Accordingly, 
the  captain  weighed  anchor,  and  made 
for  the  city  of  the  Idolaters ;  where  he 
arrived  in  a  fhort  time,  the  wind  and 
•weather  favouring  hi  in  during  the  whole 
of  his  voyage,.  When  he  was  as  near 
the  city  as  he  thought  convenient,  .he 
would  not  caft  anchor,  but  let  the  fliip 
ride  off  fhore;  and,  going  into  his  boat 
with  as  many  hands  as  he  wanted,  he 
landed  a  little  way  off  the  port,  whence 
lie  went  directly  to  Camaralzaman's 
garden. 

Though  it  was  about  midnight  when 
he  arrived  tfcerc,  the  prince  was  not 
afleep.  His  feparation  from  the  fair 
Princefs  of  China  his  wife,  afflicled 
kirn  after  it's  wfual  manner,  and  he  lay 


awake  bemoaning  his  ill  fortune.  He 
curfed  the  minute  in  which  his  curio- 
fuy  tempted  him  to  touch  the  fatal 
girdle. 

Thus  did  he  pafs  thofe  hours  which 
are  devoted  to  reft,  and  was   in  thefe 
mournful  meditations  when  he  heard 
fomebody  knock  at  the  garden-door: 
he  ran  haftily  to  open  it,  half  d  re  fled 
as  he  was;  and  he  had  no  fooner  done 
it,  than  the  captain  and  his  feamentook 
hold  of  him,  and  carried  him  by  force 
on  board  theboat,  and  fo  on  (hip-board ; 
where,  as  foon  as  he  was  fafe,  they  fet 
fail  immediately,  and  made  the  beft  of 
their  way  to  the  ifle  of  Ebene. 
.     Hitherto  Camaralzaman,  the  captain, 
and  his  men,  had  not  faid  a  word  to  each 
.other.  At  laft  the  prince  broke  filence, 
and  afked  the  captain,  whom  he  knew 
again,  why  they  had  taken  him  away 
by  force.     The  captain,   in  his  turn, 
demanded  of  the  prince  whether  he  was 
not  a  debtor  to  the  King  of  Ebene.  *  I 
'  the  King  of  Ebene's  debtor!'  replied 
Camaralzaman  in  amazement:   *  I  do 
not  know  him;  I  had  never  any  thing 
to  do  with  him  in  my  life,  and  never 
fet  foot  in  his  kingdom.'   .  The  cap- 
ain-anfwcred — '  You  ftiould  know  that 
better  than  myfelf.     You  will  talk 
to  him    yourfelf  in   a   little   while  ; 
till   then    ftay   here,  and  have   pa- 
tience/ 

Scheherazade  was  obliged  to  (top 
here,  the  Sultan  of  the.  Indies  rifing  to 
go  about  fome  affairs  of  his  govern- 
ment: (he  revived  the  difcourfe  at  night, 
and  thus  went  on  with  her  ftory. 


NIGHT    CCXXVII. 
SIR:, 

I  Have  told  your  majefty  how  Prince 
Camaralzaman  was  taken  out  of  his 
garden,  and  carried  on  board  a  (hip  for- 
cibly. The  captain  was  not  long  on 
his  voyage  back  to  the  ifle  of  Ebene. 
Though  it  was  night  when  he  caft  an- 
chor in  the  port,  he  landed  immediate- 
ly  ;  and,  taking  Prince  Camaralzaman 
with  him,  haftened  to  the  palace,  where 
he  demanded  to  be  introduced  to  the 
king.  ;*$fe. 

The  Princefs   Badoura   was   with- 
drawn   into  the  inner  palace.     How- 
ever, as  Toon  as  /he  heard  of  the  cap- 
tain's 
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tain's  return,  and  Camaralzaman's  ar- 
rival, (he  came  forth  to  fpeak  to  him. 
As  foon  as  (he  caft  her  eyes  on  the 
prince,  (he  knew  the  man  for  whom  me 
had  (hed  fo  many  tears,  though  he  was 
in  his  gardener's  habit.  As  for  the 
prince,  "who  trembled  in  the  prefence  of 
a  king,  as  he  thought  her,  to  whom  he 
•was  to  anfwer  for  an  imaginary  debt, 
it  could  not  ei\ter  into  his  thoughtsthat 
the  perfon  whom  he  fo  earneitly  de- 
fired  to  fee  ftood  before  him.  If  the 
princefs  had  followed  the  dictates  of 
her  inclination,  (he  would  have  run  to 
him,  and,  by  embracing,  difcovered 
herfelf  to  him;  but  (he  put  a  conftraint 
onherfelf,  believing  that  it  was  for  both 
their  interefts  that  (he  fhould  aft  the 
part  of  a  king  a  little  longer  before 
ihe  made  herfelf  known.  She  con-1 
tented  herfelf  for  the  prefent  to  put 
him  into  the  hands  of  an  officer  who 
was  then  in  waiting,  charging  him  to 
take  care  of  him,  and  ufe  him  well,  till 
the  next  day. 

When  the  Princefs  Badoura  had 
provided  for  Prince  Camaralzaman's 
entertainment,  flic  turned  about  to  the 
captain,  whom  (lie  was  now  to  gratify 
for  the  important  fervice  he  had  done 
her.  She  commanded  another  officer 
to  sjo  immediately  and  take  the  feal  off 
the  warehoufe  where  the  goods  belong- 
ing to  him  and  his  merchants  werede- 
pofited,  which  (he  difcharged.  She  alfo 
gave  the  matter  of  the  veflel  a  jewel 
worth  much  more  than  the  expence  he 
had  been  at  in  both  his  voyages.  She 
bade  him,  befides,  keep  the  one  thou- 
fand  pieces  of  gold  (he  had  given  him 
for  the  pots  of  olives;  telling  him  (he 
would  make  up  the  account  with  the 
merchant  whom  he  had  brought  with 
him. 

This  done,  (he  retired  to  the  Prin- 
cefs of  the  ifle  of  Ebene's  apartment, 
to  whom  Ihe  communicated  her  joy, 
praying  her  to  keep  the  fecret  ftill.  She 
told  her  how  me  intended  to  manage- 
his  and  her  discovering  themfelves  to 
each  other,  and  to  the  kingdom  ;  add- 
ing, that  fo  V aft  was  the  diftance  be- 
tween a  gardener  and  a  great  prince, 
as  he  was,  that  it  might  be  dangerous 
to  raife  him  at  once  from  the  loweft 
condition  of  the  people  to  the  higheft 
degree,  though  it  was  but  juftice  it 
fhouid  be  done.  The  Princefs  of  the 
ifle  of  Ebene  was  fo  far  from  betraying 


her,  that  me  rejoice^  with  her,  and  en- 
tered into  the  delignj  alluring  her  (h« 
would  contribute  to  it  all  that  lay  in 
her  power,  and  do  whatever  (he  would 
defire  of  her  to  ferve  them. 

The  next  morning  the  Princefs  of  Chi- 
na ordered  Prince  Camaralzaman  to  be 
conduced  to  the  royal  baths,  and  then 
apparelled  in  the  robes  of  an  emir  or 
governor  of  a  province.    She  then  went 
to  the  council,  with  the  name,  habit, 
and  authority,  of  King  of  the  illand  of 
Ebene.     She  commanded  Camaralza- 
man to  be  introduced;  and  his  fine  mien 
and  majeftick  air  drew  the  eyes  of  all 
the  lord's  who  were  prefent  upon  him. 
The  Princefs  Badoura   herfelf  was 
charmed  to  fee  him  again  as  lovely  as 
fhe  had  often  feen  him,  and  that  plea- 
fure   infpired    her  to  fpeak   the   more 
warmly  in  his  praife.     When   (he  ad- 
dreffed  herfelf  to  the  council,  having 
ordered   the  prince   to    take   his   feat 
among  the  emirs,  (lie  fpoke  to  them 
thus.      *  My   lords,   Camaralzaman, 
the  man  whom  I  have  advanced  to 
the  fame  dignity  with  yourfelves,  is 
not  unworthy  of  the  honour  that  is. 
done  him.     I  have  known  enough  of 
him  in  my  travels  to  anfwer  for  him; 
and  I  can  aflTure  you  he  will  make  his 
merit  known  to  all  of  you,  as  well  by 
his  valour,  as  by  a  thoufand  other 
mining   qualities    which   diftinguifh 
him  from  the  reft  of  mankind.'1 
Camaralzaman  was  extremely  amaz- 
ed to  hear  the  King  of  the  ifle  of  Ebene, 
whom  he  was  far  from  takingfor  a  wo- 
man, much  lefs  for  his  dear  princefs, 
name  him,  and  declare  that  he  knew 
him,  who,  as  he  thought,  was  certain 
he  had  never  feen  him  before  in  his  life, 
He  was  much  more  furprized  when  he 
heard  him   praife   him  fo  excefljvely. 
However,  thofe  praifes,  as  exceffive  as 
they  were,did  not  confound  him,though 
they  came  from  the  mouth  of  a  king  : 
he  received  them  with  fuch  modefty  as 
(hewed  that  he  deferved  them,  and  did 
not  grow  vain  upon  it.     He  proltrated 
himfelf  before  the  throne  of  the  kingj 
and  then,  rifing  again — '  Sir,'  faid  he, 
I  want  words  to  exprefs  my  grati- 
tude to  your  majefty  for  the  honour 
you  have  done  me:  I  (hall  do  all  that 
lies  in  my  power  to  render  myfelf 
worthy  of  your  royal  favour.' 
From  the  council-board  the  prince 
was  conducted  to  a  palace  which  the 
K  r  2  Princefs 
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Princefs  Badoura  had  ordered  to  be  fit- 
ted up  for  him;  where  he  found  officers 
and  domefticks  ready  to  receive  and 
obey  his  commands,  a  ftable  full  of  fine 
horfes,  and  every  thing  fuitable  to  the 
quality  of  an  emir.  When  he  was  in 
his  clofet,  the  fteward  of  his  houfhold 
brought  him  a  cheft  full  of  gold  for  his 
expences. 

The  lefs  he  conceived  how  it  came 
about  that  he  met  with  fo  much  gocd 
fortune,  the  more  he  admired  at  it, 
never  once  imagining  that  he  owed  it  to 
the  Princefsof  China. 

Two  or  three  days  after,  the  Princefs 
Badoura  made  him  lord  treafurer, 
which  office  became  then  vacant,  that 
he  might  be  nearer  her  perfon.  He 
behaved  himfelf  in  this  new  charge  with 
fo  much  integrity,  and  was  fo  obliging 
to  every  body,  that  he  not  only  gained 
the  friendfhip  of  the  great,  but  alfo  the 
atfe&ions  of  the  people,  by  his  upright- 
aiefs  and  bounty. 

Camaralzaman  being  the  reigning 
favourite  of  the  king  of  the  ifle  of  Ebene, 
and  in  the  efteem  of  all  his  fubjecls, 
would  have  been  the  happieft  man  in 
the  world,  if  he  had  had  his  princefs 
with  him.  In  the  midft  of  his  good 
fortune  he  never  ceafed  lamenting  her; 
and  grieved  that  he  could  hear  no  tid- 
ings of  her,  efpecially  in  a  country 
which  fhe  muft  necefiarily  have  paffed  in 
her  way  to  his  father's  court,  and  have 
arrived  long  before,  if  fhe  had  met 
with  no  ill  accident  by  the  way:  he 
would  have  miftrufted  fomething,  had 
the  Princefs  Badoura  dill  gone  by 
the  name  of  Camaralzaman,  which 
fhe  took  with  his  habit ;  but  on  her 
acceffion  to  the  throne,  {he  changed 
it  to  take  that  of  Armanos,  in  honour 
of  the  old  king  her  father-in-law.  There 
were  very  few  courtiers  who  knew  thp,t 
fhe  had  ever  been  called  Camaralza- 
man, which  (he  aflumed.  when  fhe  ar- 
yived  at  the  court  of  the  ifle  of  Ebene; 
nor  had  Camaralzaman  fo  much  ac- 
quaintance with  any  of  them  yet,  tp 
inform  himfelf  farther  of  her  hiftory. 

The  princefs,  fearing  he  might  do  it 
in  time,  and  deiiringhe  fhould  owe  the 
difcovery  of  herfclf  to  herfelf  only,  re- 
iolved  to  put  an  end  to  her  torment? 
and  his;  for  (he  had  obferved  that,  as 
often  as  (he  difcourfed  with  him  about 
the  affairs  of  his  office,  he  fetched  fuch 
deep  fight,  as  could  be  addrefled  to 


nobody  but  her.  She  herfelf  livecHrr 
fuch  a  conftraint,  that  (he  could  endure 
it  no  longer.  Add  to  this  the  friemlftiip 
of  the  emirs  and  courtiers,  and  the  zeal 
and  affection  of  the  people;  in  a  won^ 
every  thing  contributed  to  her  putting* 
the  crown  of  the  ifle  of  Ebene  on-  his 
head,  without  any  obftacle. 

The  Princefs  Badoura  confulted  the 
Princefs  Haiatalnefbus  in  this,  as  fhe 
had  done  in  the  other  partis  of  the  ad- 
venture; and  they  both  agreeing  »  h*v» 
it  done,  fhe  one  day  took    Pfince  Ca-+ 
maralzaman    afide,    faying — '  1    muftr 
talk  with  you  about  an  affair,  Cama- 
ralzaman,   in  which  I  want  your  ad- 
vice :  it  will  not  be  fo  proper  tri  do  i? 
by  day-lighr,  for  our  difcourfe  may 
be  long,  and  I  would  not  be  oblerved. 
Come  hither  in  the  evening:  do  not 
let  us  wait  for  you  ;  I  will  take  care 
to  provide  you  a  bed.' 
Camaralzaman  came  punctually  fo 
the  palace  at  the  hour  appointed  by  the 
princefs:  fhe  took  him  with  her  into  the 
inner  apartment  ;    and,    having    told 
the  chief  eunuch,  who  prepared  to  fol- 
low her,  that  fhe  had  no  occaflon  for  his 
fervice,  and  that  he  ftjould  only  keep 
the  door  fliut,  (he  carried  him  into   a 
private  apartment  adjoining  to  theFrin- 
cefs  Haiatalnefous's,  where  (he  ufed  to 
lie. 

When  (he  entered  the  chamber,where 
was  a  bed,  fhe  fhut  the  door;  and, 
taking  the  taiifman  out  of  her  pocket, 
gave  it  to  Camaralzaman,  faying — «  It 

*  is   not  long  fince  an  aftrologer  pre- 
'  fented  me  with  this  taiifman  :    you 

*  being  flcilful  in  all  things,  pray  tell 

*  me  what  it  is  good  for  ?' 
Caraaralzaman    took   the    taiifman, 

and  drew  near  a  lamp  to  view  it.     A* 
foon  as,  to  his  aftonilhinent,  he  knew  it 
was  the  princeis's,  he  was  transported 
with  pleasure;  and  (he  was  no  lei's  plea(-» 
ed  to  fee   it.     '   Sir,'   faid  the  prince, 
your  majefty  a(ked  me  w-hat  this  taiif- 
man is  good  for.  Oh,  king  !  it  is  only 
good  to  kill   me  with  grief  and  de- 
i'pair,  if  I  do   not   fuddenly  find  the 
moft  chaiming  and  lovely  princefs  ir> 
the  world,  to  v^iioni  it  belongs;  whofb 
lot's  I  was  the  occafion  of,  and  of  a- 
ftrange.  adventure  to    me;    the  very 
recital,  of  which  will   move  your  ma- 
jeity  to  pity  fuch  an  unfortunate  huf- 
band  and  lover,  if  you  would  havd 
patience  to  hear  it.' 

- «  You 
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*  You  (hall  tell  me  that  another  time,' 
replied  the  princefs  ;  '  I  am  very  glad 
•  I  know  fomethingof  it  already.  Stay 
'  here  a  little,  and  I  will  return  to  you 
'  in  a  moment.' 

At  thefe  words  me  went  into  her  clo- 
fet-,  put  off  her  royal  turban,  and  in  a 
few  initiates  drefled  herfeif  like  a  wo- 
man; and,  having  the  girdle  round  her 
which  ihe  had  on  the  day  of  their  fepa- 
ration,  (he  entered  the  chamber.  « 

Prince  Camaralzaman    immediately 
knew  his  dear  princefs;   he  ran  to  her, 
and  tenderly  embraced  her,  crying  out 
— «  Ah  !  how  much  am  I  obliged  to 
the  king,  who  has  fo  agreeably  fur- 
prized  me  !' — '  Do  not  expect  to  fee 
the  king  any  more,'  replied  the  prin- 
cefs with  tears  in  her  eyes.    «  Let  us  fit 
down,  and  I  will  explain  this  enigma 
to  you.' 

They  fat  down,  and  the  princefs  told 
the  prince  her  resolution  when  in  the 
field  where  they  encamped  the  lafttime 
they  were  together,  as  foon  as  (he  per- 
ceived me  waited  for  him  to  no  purpofej 
how  me  went  through  with  it,  till  ihe 
arrived  at  the  ifle  of  Ebene,  where  me 
had  been  obliged  to  marry  the  Princefs 
Haiatalnefous,  and  accept  of  the  crown, 
which  King  Armanos  offered  her  as 
one  of  the  conditions  of  the  marriage  j 
how  the  princefs,  whole  merit  Ihe 
highly  extolled,  took  her  declaration 
of  her  fex  ;  and  how  Hie  found  the  talif- 
nian  in  the  pots  of  olives,  mingled  with 
the  gold-duft  which  (he  bought ;  and 
that  her  finding  it  was  the  caufe  of  her 
fending  for  him  to  the  city  of  the  Ido- 
laters. 

When  (he  had  finiflied  the  relation  of 
her  adventure,  (he  obliged  the  prince  to 
tell  his.  He  informed  her  how  the  ta- 
lifman  occafioned  their  feparation,  and 
the  reft  of  the  ftory  relating  to  him,  as 
already  told.  They  then  bemoaned  one 
another's  ill  fortune,  and  rejoiced  in 
their  good:  he  complained  of  her  with 
the  moil  kind  expreffions  love  could  in- 
vent, chiding  her  tendejly  tor  her  mak* 
ing  him  languifli  fo  long  without  her; 
and  (he  excufed  herfeif  with  the  reafohg 
already  related.  After  which,  it  grow- 
ing late,  they  went  to  bed,  - 

Scheherazade,  feeing  the  day  begin 
to  dawn,  faid  no  more  j  bat  the  follow- 
ing night  ih»  continued  the  ftory. 


NIGHT    CCXXVIII. 
SIR, 

THE  Princefs  Badoura  and  Prince 
Camaralzaman  rofe  next  morn- 
i«g  as  foon  as  it  was  light;  but  the* 
princefs  would  no  more  put  on  her 
royal  robes  as  king;  (he  dreffed  herfeif 
in  her  natural  drefs,  that  of  a  woman, 
and  then  fent  the  chief  eunuch  to  King 
Armanos,  her  father-in-law,  to  de(ire 
he  would  give  himfelf  the  trouble  to 
come  to  her  apartment. 

When  the  king  entered  the  chamber, 
he  was  amazed  to  fee  a  lady  there  who 
was  unknown  to  him,  and  the  lord. 
treafurer  with  her,  to  whom  it  was  not 
permitted  to  come  within  the  inner  pa- 
lace, nor  to  any  of  the  lords  of  the  court. 
He  fat  down,  and  alked  where  the  king 
was. 

The  princefs  anfwered— *  Yefterday 
'  I  was  king,  Sir  ;  but  to-day  I  am 
'  only  Princefs  of  China,  wife  to  the 
'  true  Prince  Camaralzaman,  the  true 
*•  fon  of  King  Schahzaman.  If  your 

*  majefty    will   have  patience   to  hear 
'  both  our  hiltories,  I   hope  you  will 

*  not  condemn  me  for  putting  an  iniio-> 
'  cent  deceit  upon   you.'     The  king 
bid  her  go  on,  and  heard  her  difcourfe, 
from   the  beginning  to  the  end,    with 
aftoniihment.  The  princefs  fini(hing  it, 
faicl  to  him — '  Sir,  though  our  religion 

*  does    not  fuffer  men    to  have   more 

*  wives  than  one,  without  fome  fort  of 
'  fcandal,  and  we  women  do  not  eafily 
'  comply  with  the  cuftom  men  havem.* 

*  troduced  to  have  feveralj  yet  if  your 

*  majefty   will    give   your   confent   to 
«  give    your    daughter,    the    Princefs 
'  Haiatalnefous,.  in    marriage   to   the 

*  Prince  CamaraJzaman,  I  will  with 

*  all  my  heart  yield  up  to  her  the  rank 
'  and  quality  of  queen,  which  of  right 

*  belongs  to  her,  and   content  myielf 

*  with  the  fecond  place.     If  this  prece- 

*  dencewas  not  her  due,  I  would  how- 
'  ever  give   it    her,    being  obliged   to 

*  her  for  keeping  the  fecret  fo  faithfully 

*  as   (he  has  done.     If  your    rmijtfty 
'  approves  of  it,  I  am  fare  me  will;  and 
'  I  will  pafs  my  word,  that  foe  willobey 
'   you  with  joy.' 

King  Armanis  liftened  to  the-prin'- 

cefs  with  admiral  ion;  and  when  (he  had 

done,  turned  about   to  Prince  Cama- 

rakamany 
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ralzaman,     faying — '  Son,    fince    the 
Princefs  Badoura,  your  wife, whom  I 
have  all  along  thought  to  be  my  fon- 
in-law,  through  a  deceit  of  which  I 
do   not  complain,   a  flu  re's   me    that 
fhe  will  divide  your    bed  with   my 
daughter,    I  have  nothing  more  to  do 
but  to  know  of  you  if  you  are  will- 
ing to  marry  her,  and  accept  of  the 
crown,  which  the  Princefs  Badoura 
would  defervedly  wear  as  long  as  (he 
lived,  if  (he  did  not  quit  it  out  of  love 
to  you.' — '  Sir,'  replied  Prince  Ca- 
naralzaman,     '  though  I    defined  no- 
thing fbearneftly  as  to  fee  my  father, 
yet  the  obligations   I    have  to   your 
majefty  and  the  Princefs  Haiatalne- 
fous  are  fo  weighty,  I  cannot  deny 
you  any  thing  that  is  in  my  power.' 
Camaralzaman   was  proclaimed  king, 
and  married  the  fame  day  with  all  pofii- 
ble   demonftrations   of  joy ;  he  being 
very  well  pleafed  with  thePrincefs  Hai- 
atalnefous's  beauty  and  love  for  him. 

The  two  queens  lived  together  after-' 
wards  as  friendly  as  they  had  done  be- 
fore, both  being  contented  with  King' 
Camaralzaman's  equal  carriage  towards 
them,  and  they  were  alternately  taken 
to  his  bed. 

The  next  year  each  brought  him  a1 
fon  at  the  fame  time,  and  the  births  of 
the  two  princes  were  celebrated  with 
extraordinary  feaftings.  The  firft, 
which  the  Princefs  Badoura  was  de- 
livered of,  King  Camaralzaman  called 
Amgrad,  Moft  Glorious;  and  the  other,' 
•which  was  born  of  Qiieen  Haiatalne- 
fous,  A  (Tad,  Moft  Happy. 


THE   STORY    OF    THE    PRINCES    AM-1 
GRAD  AND  ASSAD. 

THE  two  princes  were  brought  tip 
with  great  care;  and  when  they 
were  old  enough,  had  the  f^me  gover- 
nor, and  the  fame  matter  for  the  arts 
and  fciences,  which  King  Camaralza- 
man  would  have  them  learn  ;  and  they 
bad  each  the  fame  mafter  for  each 
cxercife.  The  friend/hip  which  from 
their  infartcythey  entered  into,  occafion- 
ed  an  uniformity  of  manners  and  incli- 
nations, which  increafed  with  their 
years.  When  they  were  of  age  to  keep 
each  a  feparate  court,  they  loved  one 
another  fo  tenderly,  that  they  begged 
King  Camaralzaman  to  let  them  live 
together.  He  confentcd  to  it  j  and  they 


had  the  fame  officers,  the  fame  domef- 
ticks,  the  fame  lodging,  and  the  fame 
table.  King  Camaralzaman  had  fo 
good  an  opinion  of  their  capacity  and 
juftice,  that  he  made  no  fcruple  of  ad- 
mitting them  into  his  council  at  eigh- 
teen years  old,  and  letting  them  by 
turns  prefide  there,  while  he  took  the 
diverfion  of  hunting,  or  recreated  him- 
felf  with  his  queens  at  his  houfes  of 
pleafure. 

The  two  princes  being  equally  hand  - 
fome,  both  in  their  infancy  and  when 
they  were  grown  up,  the  two  queens 
loved  them  with  incredible  tendernefsj 
in  fuch  a  manner,  however,  that  the 
Princefs  Badoura  had  a  greater  kind- 
nefs  for  Prince  Affad,  Queen  Haiatal- 
nefous's  fon,  than  for  her  own;  and 
Queen  Haiatalnefous  loved  Amgrad,  the 
Princefs  Badoura' s  fon,  better  than  her 
own  fon  Affad. 

The  two  queens  thought  at  firft  that 
this  inclination  was  nothing  but  a 
friendship  that  proceeded  from  an  ex- 
cefs  of  their  own  for  each  other,  which 
they  flill  prefer ved  :  but  as  the  two 
princes  advanced  in  years,  that  friend- 
ihip  turned  to  a  violent  love,  when  the 
graces  that  appeared  in  their  youth 
blinded  their  reafon.  They  knew  how 
criminal  their  paflion  was ;  they  did  all 
they  could  to  refift  it;  but  all  their  ef- 
forts proved  in  vain.  They  were  ac- 
cuftomed  to  be  familiar  with  them,  to 
admire,  to  praife,  -to  kifs  and  carefs 
them  from  their  infancy,  and  could  not 
defjft  when  they  grew  up,  which  en- 
flamed  their  defires;  to  fuch  a  height,  - 
that  they  could  neither  eat,  nor  drink, 
nor  fleep.  It  was  their  and  the  princes 
ill  fortune,  that  the  latter,  being  ufed 
to  be  fo  treated  by  them,  had  not  the 
leal!  fufpicion  of  their  infamous  defires. 
The  two  queens  had  not  difcovered 
thefecret  of  their  pafiicn,  nor  had  either 
the  boldnefs  to  mention  the  prince  fne 
loved,  by  word  of  mouth,  or  the  guilty 
flame  with  which  fhe  burnt:  they  atlaft 
refolVed  to  do  it  by  billet,  and  made 
ufe  of  King  Camaralzaman's  abfence 
to  execute  their  wicked  defign,  when 
he  was  gone  a  hunting,  which  would 
take  him  up  three  or  four  days. 

Prince  Amgrad  prefided  at  the  coun- 
cil table  the  day  of  King  Camaralza- 
man's  departure,  and  heard  caufes  till 
three  or  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  : 
when  he  returned  to  the  palace  from 
the  council-chamber,  an  eunuch  took 

him 
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fearing,if  he  (laid, he  might  fay  fomething 
or  other  unworthy  the  greatnefs  of  his 
foul.  Amgrad  had  put  the  fame  con- 
itrainton  himfelf;  and,  guefling  by  his 
mother's  carriage  that  (he  was  altoge- 
ther as  criminal  as  Queen  Haiatalnefous, 
he  went  to  his  brother,  to  chide  him 
for  not  communicating  that  hated 
fecret  to  him,  and  to  mingle  his  ibr- 
row  with  Affad's. 

The  two  queens  grew  defperate  when 
they  found  fo  much  virtue  in  the  two 
princes;  and,  inftead  of  reforming 
themfelves  by  it,  they  renounced  all 
fentiments  of  mothers  and  of  nature, 
and  confpired  together  to  deftroy  them: 
they  made  their  women  believe  the  two 
princes  had  attempted  to  ravifti  them; 
they  counterfeited  the  matter  to  the  life 
by  their  tears,  cries,  and  curfes ;  and 
lay  in  the  fame  bed,  as  if  the  refinance 
they  had  made  had  wafted  them  fo 
much,  that  they  were  almoft  at  death's 
door. 

But,  Sir,  faid  Scheherazade,  day  ap- 
pears, and  obliges  me  to  fay  no  more  at 
this  time.  She  held  her  tongue;' but  the 
next  night  continued  the  (tory  in  this 
manner,  addrefling  herfelf  to  the  Sul- 
tan of  the  Indies. 


him  afide,  and  gave  him  a  billet  from 
Queen  Haiatalnefoas:  Amgrad  took  it; 
but  read  it  with  horror.  'Traitor!' 
faid  he  to  the  eunuch,  as  foon  as  he 
had  read  it  through,  *  is  this  the  fide- 

*  lity  thou  oweft  thy  mafter  and  thy 
«  king?'  At   thefe  words  he  drew  his 
fabre,  and  cut  off  his  head. 

Having  done  this,  he  ran  in  hade  to 
the  Princefs  Badourahis  mother,  bear- 
ing his  refentment  ftill  in  his  looks,  and 
(Hewing  her  the  billet,  told  her  the  con- 
tents of  it,  and  from  whom  it  came; 
but,  initead  of  hearkening  to  him,  (he 
fell  into  a  paflion  herfelf,  and  faid—- 

*  Son,  it  is  all  a  cilumny  and  impof- 
'  ture  :  Queen  Haiatelnefous  is  a  very 
'  difcreet  ptincefs,  and   you  are  very 
'  bold  to  talk  to  me  after  this  rate.' 
The  prince  was  enraged  at  his  mother, 
to  hear  her  fpeak  fo  of  him.    *  You  are 
«  both  bad  alike,'  faid  he  :  «  and  had  it 

*  not  been   for  the  refpeft  I  owe  my 
'  father,  this  daylhould  have  been  the 
«  lad  of  Haiatalnefous's  life!' 

Queen  Badoura  might  have  imagin- 
ed, by  the  example  of  her  fon  Amgrad, 
that  Prince  Affad,  who  was  as  virtuous 
as  the  other,  would  not  be  pleaf- 
ed  with  fuch  a  declaration  of  love  as  had 
been  made  to  his  brother:  yet  that  did 
not  hinder  her  perfifting  in  Ib  abomina- 
ble a  defign;  ihe  wrote  him  a  billet  the 
next  day,  which  (he  trufted  with  an  old 
woman  belonging  to  the  palace,  to  con- 
vey to  him. 

The  old  woman  watched'  her  oppor- 
tunity to  give  it  him  as  he  \vas  coming 
from  the  council-chamber,  where  he 
prefided  that  day  in  his  turn:  the  prince 
took  it;  and,  reading  it,  fell  into  fuch 
a  fury,  that,  without  finifhing  it,  he 
drew  his  fabre  and  punifhed  the  old 
woman  as  me  deferved.  He  ran  pre- 
fently  to  his  mother  Qiieen  Haiatalne- 
fous's apartment,  with  the  billet  in  his 
hand;  he  would  have  (hewn  it  to  her, 
but  (he  did  not  give  him  time,  crying 
out — <  I  know  what  you  would  have 

*  with  me  :  you  are  as  impertinent  as 

*  your  brother  Amgrad.  Begone!  and 
4   never  come  into  my  prefence  again.' 

Aflad  flood  as  one  thunder-ftruck  at 
thele  words,  of  which  he  could  not 
comprehend  the  meaning.  When  he 
recollected  himfelf,  he  was  fo  tranfport- 
ed  with  rage,  that  he  had  like  to  have 
given  very  fatal  demonftrations  of  his 
anger  ;  but  he  contained  himfelf,  and 
withdrew  without  making  any  reply, 


NIGHT    CCXXIX. 

SIR, 

WE  left  the  two.unnatural queens 
yefterday,  refolving  to  dettroy 
the  two  princes  their  fons.  When, 
Camaralzaman  returned  to  the  palace 
from  hunting,  he  was  very  much  fur- 
prized  to  find  them  in  bed  together  in 
tears,  acling  the  part  of  defponding 
ladies  fo  well,  that  he  was  touched  with 
compaffion :  he  a(ked  them  withearneft- 
nefs  what  had  happened  to  them. 

At  this    queftion,    the    diffembling; 
queens  wept  and  groaned  more  bitterly 
than  before;  and,  after  he  had  prefled 
them    again    and    again    to   tell  him, 
Queen  Badoura  at  laft  anfwered  him 
thus  :  '  Sir,  our  griaf  is  fo  extraordi- 
nary, and  fo  juft,  that  we  ought  not 
to  fee  the  light  of  the  fan,  nor  live  a 
day,  after  the  violence  that  has  been 
offered  us  by  the  princes  your  fons. 
Their  brutality  has  been  fuch,  that 
they  entered  into  a  horrid  defign  in 
your  abfence,  and   had  the  boldnefs 
and  infolence  to  make  attempts  upon 
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*  our  honour.     Your  majefty  will  ex- 

*  cufe  us    from  faying  any  more;    you 
'  may  guefe  the  reft  by  our  affliction.' 

The  king  fent  for  the  two  princes; 
and  had  killed  them  bolh  with  his  own 
band,  if  old  King  Armanos,  his  father- 
in-law,  who  was  by,  had  not  held  his 
arm.  *  Son,'  (aid  he,  '  what  are  you 

*  g°Fn£  to  do  ?     Will  you  (tain  your 

*  hands   and   your  palace    with    your 

*  own  blood  •?     There  are  other  ways 

*  yr  punching  them,  if  they  are  really 

*  guilty.' 

He  -endeavoured  thus  toap.peafe  him, 
:rad  delntd  him  te  examine  the  matter, 
and  fee  whether  they  did  indeed  com- 
mit the  crime  of  which  they  were  ac- 
cufed. 

It  was  now  a  hard  thing  for  Cama- 
ral/aman  to  be  fo  much  mailer  of  hun- 
felf  as  not  to  butcher  his  own  children. 
He  ordered  them  to  be  put  under  an 
arrett;  and  font  for  an  emir  called  G>- 
endar,  whom  he  commanded  to  carry 
them  out  of  the  city,  and  put  them  to 
death,  as  far  off  and  in  what  place  he 
pleafed;  but  not  to  fee  him  again,  un- 
lefs  he  brought  their  cloaths  with  him, 
as  a  token  of  his  having  executed  Jiis 
orders . 

Giendar  travelledwith  them  all  nisjht; 
and  early  the  next  morning  made  them 
alight,  telling  them,  with  tears  in  his 
eyes,  the  cruel  commands  he  had  re- 
ceived. '  Believe  me,  princes,'  faid  he, 

*  it  is  next  to  death  tome  to  obey  your 

*  father,  who  chofe  me  to  execute  wh-at 

*  be  ordered  concerning  you.      Would 

*  to  -Heaven   I   could  avoid  it!'     The 
prfnces  replied — <I>o  your  duty.     We 
«  know  well   enough   you  are   not  the 

*  caufc  of  our  deaths,  aifd  pardon  you 
4  freely  far  it.' 

Then  they  embraced  ;  and  bid  each 
other  adieu  with  fo  much  tendernefs, 
that  it  was  a  long  time  before  they 
could  leave  one  another's  arms.  Prince 
Aflad  was  the  nrft  who  prepared  him- 
felf  for  the  fatal  ftroke.  '  Begin  with 

*  me,  Giendar, 'laid  he,  'that  I  may  not 
<  have  the  trouble  to  fee  ir.y  dear  brother 

*  Arngnad  die.'     Amgrad  oppofed  him 
in  it;  and  Gieadar  could  not,  without 
•vweping  more  than  before,  be   witnefs 
of  this  difpute    between    them,    which 
inje-wtd  how  perfect  and   fincere   their 
frieiuidrip  was. 

They  in  the  end  determined  the  con- 
t«ft  by  deiiring  Giendar  to  tie  themto- 
guber,  and  put  them  in  the  molt  con- 


venient pofture  for  him  to  kill  them 
both  at  one  blow.  '  Do  not  refufe  two 
*  unfortunate  brothers  the  poor  com- 
'  fort  of  dyin.g  together,' faid  the  gene- 
rous princes;  *  for  all  things,  even  o.ur 
«  innocence,  are  'in  common  between 
«  us.' 

Giendar  agreed  to  it;  and,  as  they 
defired,  tied  them  to  each  other,  breaft 
to  breaft,  clofe;  and  when  he  had  placed 
them  fo  as  he  thought  he  might  ftrike 
the  blow  with  the  more  furety  to  an- 
fwer  their  requeir,  and  cut  oiF  their 
heads  at  once,  he  alked  them  if  they  had 
any  thing  to  command  him  before  they 
died. 

*  We  have  only  one  thing  to  defire  of 
you,'  replied  the  princes;  '  which  is, 
to  affure  our  father,  at  your  return, 
that  we  are  innocent:  but  do  not 
charge  him  with  our  deaths,  know- 
ing he  is  net  well  informed  of  the 
truth  of  the  crime  which  we  are  ac- 
cufed  of.* 
Giendar  promifed  to  do  what  they 
would  have  him,  and  drew  his  fabre. 
His  horfe,  being  tied  to  a  tree  ju(t  by, 
ilarted  at  the  fight  of  the  fabre,  which 
glittered  againd  the  fun,  broke  his  bri- 
dle, and  ran  away  with  all  fpeed  into 
the  country. 

Giendar  fet  a  great  price  upon  him, 
for  it  was  a  very  good  horfe  ;  and  was 
b elides  fo  richly  harnelied,  that  the 
emir  could  not  well  bear  the  lofs  of  him. 
This  accident  fo  troubled  him,  that, 
inftead  of  beheading  the  two  princes, 
he  threw  away  his  fabre,  and  ran  after 
his  horft,  to  catch  him  again  if  he  could. 
.The  horie  galloped  on  before  him, 
and  led  him  feveral  miles  out  of  his  way 
into  a  wood.  Giendar  followed  him; 
and  the  horfe's  neighing  rouzed  a  lion 
that  was  afleep  not  far  eft".  The  lion 
darted  up;  and,  inftead  of  running  af- 
ter the  horfe,  made  dire£Uy  towards  Gi- 
endar j  who  thought  no  more  of  his 
bead,  but  how  to  avoid  the  lion,  and 
lave  his  !ife.  He  ran  into  the  thickeft 
of  the  wood,  the  lion  purfuing  him  with 
more  eafe  than  he  took  his  flight.  Driv- 
en to  this  extremity,  he  faid  to  hitn- 
felf — '  Heaven  had  not  punifhed  me  in 

*  this  manner,  but  to  (hew  the  inno- 

*  cence  of  the  princes  whom  I  was  com  - 

*  manded  to  put  to  death;  and  now,  to 

*  add  to  my  misfortune,  I  have  not  my 

*  fabre  to  defend  myfelf.' 

While  Giendar  was  gone,  the  two 

princes  were  feized  with  a  violent  third, 

occasioned 
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occafioned  by  the  fear  of  death,  not- 
withftanding  their  noble  refolution  to 
fubmit  to  the  king  their  father's  cruel 
order. 

Prince  Amgrad  /hewed  his  brother  a 
fountain  not  far  off.  '  Ah,  brother!' 
faid  Affad,  «  we  have  fo  little  a  while  to 
c  live,  what  need  have  we  to  quench 
«  our  third?  We  can  bear  it  a  few 
«  minutes  longer.' 

Amgrad,  taking  no  notice  of  his  bro- 
ther's remonftrance,  unbound  himfelf, 
and  unbound  his  brother,  whether  he 
would  or  no.  They  went  to  the  foun- 
tain; and,  having  refrefhed  themfelves, 
heard  the  roaring  of  the  lion,  who,  in 
purfuit  of  his  prey,  was  got  to  the  end 
of  the  wood  near  where  the  princes 
were.  They  alfo  heard  Giendar's  dread- 
ful cries.  At  which  Amgrad  took  up 
Giendar's  fabre,  which  lay  on  the 
ground,  faying  to  Affad — '  Come,  bro- 
«  ther,  let  us  go  and  help  poor  Gien- 
'  dar ;  perhaps  we  may  arrive  foon 

*  enough  to  deliver  him  from  the  dan- 
'  ger  in  which  he  now  is.' 

The  two  princes  ran  to  the  wood, 
and  entered  it  juftas  the  lion  was  going 
to  fall  on  Giendar.  The  beaft  feeing 
Prince  Amgrad  advancing  towards 
him  with  a  Fabre  in  his  hand,  left  his 
prey,  and  came  againft  him  with  fury. 

The  prince  met  him  intrepidly;  and 
gave  him  a  blow  fo  forcibly  and  dex- 
troufly,  that  it  felled  him  to  the  ground. 

When  Giendar  faw  the  two  princes 
were  the  men  who  faved  his  life,  he 
threw  himfelf  at  their  feet,  and  thanked 
them  for  the  great  obligation  he  had  to 
them, in  words  which  fufficiently  (hewed 
his  gratitude.  *  Princes,'  faid  he,  rifing 
up  and  killing  their  hands,  with  tears 
in  his  eyes,  *  God  forbid  that  ever  I 

*  fhould  attempt  any  thing  againftyour 
«  lives,  after  you    have  fo  obligingly 
«  and  bravely  faved  mine!     It  fhallne- 
«  ver  be  faid  that  the  Emir  Giendar 

*  was  guilty  of  fuch  a  piece  of  ingra- 
«  titude.' 

«  The  fervice  we  have  done  you,* 
the  princes  anfwered,  «  ought  -not  to 

*  hinder  you  from  executing  the  or- 

*  ders  you  have  received.    Let  us  catch 
«  your  horfe  again,  and  then  return  to 

*  the  place  where  you  left  us.' 
They  were  at  no  .great  trouble  to  take 

the  horfe,  whole  mettle  was.comedown 
a  little  with  running  as  he  had  done. 
When  they  had  reftored  him  to  Gien. 


dar,  and  were  near  the  fountain,  they 
begged  of  him,  and  argued  with  him, 
to  do  as  their  father  had  commanded 
him  ;  but  all  to  no  purpofe.  *  I  only 

*  take  the  liberty  to  defire  you,'  faid 
Giendar,   '  and  I  pray  you  not  to  deny 

me,  that  you  will  divide  my  cloaths 
between  you,andgive  me  yours;  and 
to  go  fo  far,  that  the  king  your  fa- 
ther may  never  hear  a  word  of  ypu 
more.' 

The  princes  were  forced  to  comply 
with  him.  They  each  of  them  gave 
him  his  cloaths,  and  covered  them- 
felves with  what  he  could  fpare  them  of 
his.  He  alfo  gave  them  all  the  gold 
he  had  about  him>  and  took  his  leave 
of  them. 

When  Emir  Giendar  parted  from  the 
princes,  he  paffed  through  the  wood 
where  Amgrad  had  killed  the  lion,  in 
whofe  blood  he  dipped  their  cloaths  j 
which  having  done,  he  proceeded  on 
his  way  to  the  capital  city  of  the  ifle  of 
Ebene. 

On  his  arrival  there,  King  Camaral- 
zaman  afked  him  if  he  had  done  what 
he  ordered  him  to  do.  Giendar  re- 
plied— '  See,  Sir,  the  faithful  witneffes 

*  of  my  obedience;'  giving  him,  at  the 
fame  time,  the  cloaths  of  the  princes. 

*  How  did  they  take  the  punifhment 
'  I  commanded  tobeexecutedonthem?1 
Giendar  anfwered — '  With  wonderful 
conftancy,  Sir,  and  a  holy  refignation 
to  the  decrees  of  Heaven;  which  mew- 
ed  how  fincerely  they   made  profcf- 
fion  of  their  religion.     But,  particu- 
larly, they  behaved  themfelves  with 
great  refpefl  towards  your  majefty, 
and  an  entire  fubmiilion  to  the  fen- 
tence  of  death.  "  We  die  innocent," 
laid  they:  "however,  we  do  not  mur- 
c  mur;  we  take  our  death,  as  from  the 
'  hand  of  Heaven,  and  forgive  our  fa- 

*  ther  ;  for  we  know  very  well  he  has 

*  not  been  rightly   informed  of  the 
"  truth." 

Camaralzaman  was  fenfibly  touched 
at  Emir  Giendar's  relation  ;  and,  put- 
ting his  hand  into  Prince  Amgrad's 
pocket,  he  found  an  open  billet,  which 
he  read.  He  no  fooner  knew  that  Queen. 
Haiatalnefous  wrote  it,  as  well  by  aioc.k 
of  her  hair  which  was  in  it,  as  by  her 
hand-writing,  than  he  froze  wiih  hor- 
ror. He- then,  trembling,  pin  his  hand 
into  the  pocket  of  Aflad  ;  and  finding 
there  Queen  Badoura's  billet,  his  fur- 
S  s  prize 
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prize  was  fo  great  and  fo  lively,  that  he 
fwooned  away. 


The  S\ltanefs  Scheherazade  perceiv- 
ing, as  flie  /'poke  thefe  words,  that  the 
day  began  to  dawn,  fhe  gave  over  fpeak- 
ing,  and  deferred  the  continuation  of 
the  (lory  till  the  next  night;  when  fhe. 
fpoke  to  the  Soltan  of  the  Indies  in  the 
following  manner. 


NIGHT    CCXXX. 

SIR, 

NEVER  did  man  grieve  like  Ca- 
maralzaman when  he  was  reco- 
vered from  hi$  fwooning  fit.  '  Bar- 
barous father,  as  thou  art,'  cried  he, 
what  h;»ft  thou  done?  Thou  haft 
murdered  thy  own  children,  thy  in 
nocent  children  !  Did  not  their  wif- 
dom,  their  modefty,  their  obedience, 
their  fubmiflion  to  thy  will  in  all 
things,  their  virtue;  did  not  they  all 
plead  in  their  behalf  ?  Blind  and  in. 
fen  fib  It-  father !  doft  thou  dcforve  to 
Jive  after  the  execrable  crime  which 
thou  hail  committed  ?  I  have  brought 
this  abomination  on  my  own  head  ; 
and  Heaven  cbsftifts  me  for  not  per- 
fevering  in  ths  averfion  to  women 
with  which  I  was  hern.  And,  Oh 
ye  Heteftable  wives!  I  will  not — no,  I 
will  not,  as  ye  defer^e — wafh  off  the 
guilt  of  your  fins  with  your  blood; 
ye  aie  unworthy  of  my  rage:  but 
perdition  leize  me  if  ever  I  fee  you 


King  Camaralzaman  was  a  man  of 
too  much  religion  to  break  his  vow. 
He  commanded  the  two  queens  to  be 
lodged  in  feparate  apartments  that  very  N 
day,  where  they  were  kept  under  ftrong 
guards,  and  he  never  Jaw  them  after- 
wards, 

While  the  King  of  the  ifle  of  Ebene 
afflifled  himftlf  "for  the  loss  of  the 
princes  his  fons,  which  he  thought  he 
had  b-tn  the  author  of  by  his  too  rafli 
COM.U  Mining  them,  the  royal  youths 
wandered  through  defat  t»,  endeavour- 
ing to  av«>id  all  places  that  were  inha- 
bited, and  the  fight  of  ai  y  human  crea- 
ture. They  lived  on  herbs  and  wild 
fruits,  and  drank  only  {linking  rain- 
vjiter,  which  I  bey  found  in  the  crevices 
c'f  the  rocks.  'They  llep't  and  watched 
by  tunio'at  flight,  for  fear  of  wild 
bcji'b. 


When  they  had  travelled  about  a 
month,  they  came  to  the  foot  of  a  high 
mountain,  inacceffible  for  the  craggi. 
nefs  of  it;  the  (lones  being  black,  and 
fo  rugged,  that  it  was  impofTibfe  to 
afcend  over  them  to  the  fummit  of  the 
hill.  They  at  laft  difcovered  a  kind  of 
path;  but  it  was  fo  narrow  and  difficult, 
that  they  durft  not  venture  up  it.  This 
obliged  them  to  go  along  by  the  foot  of 
the  mountain,  in  hopes  of  rinding  a 
more  eafy  way  to  reach  the  top  of  it. 
They  went  about  it  fivedays,  but  could 
fee  nothing  like  a  path  ;  fo  they  were 
forced  to  return  to  that  which  th'y  had 
neglected.  They  ftill  thought  it  would 
be  in  vain  for  them  to  attempt  going 
up  by  it.  They  deliberated  on  what 
they  mould  do  for  a  long  time  5  and  at 
Jaft,  encouraging  one  another,  reiolved 
to  afcend  the  hill. 

The  more  they  advanced,  they  thought 
it  was  the  higher  and  fteeper,  which 
made  them  think  feveral  times  of  giv- 
ing over  their  enterprise.  When^one 
was  weary,  the  other  Mopped,  and-they 
both  refted  together.  Sometimes  they 
were  both  fo  tired,  that  they  wanted 
ftrength  to  go  farther  ;  then,,  defpairing 
of  being  able  to  reach  the  top,  they 
thought  they  mull  lie  down  and  die  of 
fatigue  and  v.-earinefs.  A  few  minutes 
after,  when  they  found  they  had  reco- 
vered a  little  ftrength,  they  animated 
each  other,  and  went  on. 

Ngtwithftanding  all  their  endeavours 
and  their  courage,  they  could  not  get 
to  the  top  that  day.  Night  came  on  ; 
and  Prince  Aflad  was  fo  much  fatigued, 
that  he  flopped,  and  laid  to  Prince  Am- 
grad — '  I  can  go  no  farther;  I  am  rea- 
'•  dy  to  die.'  Stay  as  long  as  you  will,' 
replied  Prince  Amgradj  '  let  us  reft 
'  ourfelves  :  and  have  a  good  heart; 
4  it  is  but  a  little  way, to  the  top,  and 
*  the  moon  befriends  us.1 

They  refted  themfelves  about  half  an 
hour,  when  Affad  having  attained  more 
ftrength,  they  proceeded  on  their  way 
to  the  mountain's  fummit ;  where  they 
at  laft  arrived,  and  lay  down.  Am- 
grad  rofe  firft;  snd  advancing,  faw  a 
tree  at  a  little  diftance;  he  went  to  it, 
and  found  it  was  a  pomegranate- tree, 
with  large  fruit  upon  it,  and  a  fountain 
at  the  foot  of  it.  He  ran  to  his  brother 
Affad,  to  tell  him  the  good  news,  and 
conducled  him  to  the  tree  which  grew 
by  the  fide  of  the  fountain.  They  both 
refreshed  themfelves  there  by  eating 
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each  a  pomegranate  ;  after  which  they 
fell  aflecp. 

Next  morning,  when  they  awoke — 
«  Come,  brother,'  fan!  Amgrad  to 
Affad,  (  let  us  go  on;  J  fee  the  rnoun- 
«  tain  is  .eafier  to  be  travelled  over  on 
«  this  fide  than  the  other;  all  our  way 
'  now  is  down  hill.'  But  Affad  was 
fo  fatigued  with  the  laft  day's  journey, 
that  he  wanted  three  or  four  days  re* 
pofe  to  recruit  his  ftrength. 

They  fpent  them,  as  they  had  done 
many  before,  in  difcoxirfing  on  their 
mother's  inordinate  defnes,  and  de- 
ploring their  misfortunes.  4  But,'  faid 
they,  '  fince  Heaven  has  fo  vifibly  de- 

*  clared  itfelf  in  our  favour,  we  ought 
«  to  bear  them  with  patience,  and  com- 
«  fort  ourfelves  with  hopes  that  we  (hall 
«  fee  an  end  of  them.' 

At  the  end  of  three  days  reft,  the  two 
brothers  continued  their  travels,  and 
were  five  days  in  defcending  the  hill 
before  they  came  into  the  valley.  They 
then  difcovered  a  great  city,  at  which 
they  were  very  joyful  :  '  Brother,'  faid 
Amgrad  to  Affad,  '  ate  not  you  of  my 

*  opinion  ;  which  is,  that  you   fhould 

*  ftay  in  fome  place  out  of  the  city, 
'  where  I  may  come  to  you  again,  while 
'  I  go  and  learn  the  language,  and  in- 
'  form  myfelf  what  the  name  of  the  city 
1  is,  and  in  what  country  we  are?  and 

*  when  I  comeback,  I  will  bring  pro- 

*  vifions  with  me.  It  is  not  convenient 
«  for  us  to  go  there  together ;    there 
'  may  be  danger  in  it;  and  fo  much  no- 
«  tice  will  not  betaken  of  one  itranger 
'  as  of  two.' 

*  Brother,'  replied  Affad,  '  I  approve 
«  of  what  you  fay;  it  is  fafe  and  pru- 
'  dent:  but  if  one  of  us  muft  part  from 
'  the  other  on  that  account,  I  will  not 

*  fuffer  that  it  (hall  be  you;  you  muft 
'  allow  me  to  go;  for  what  a  trouble 
'  will  it  be  to  me  if  any  ill  accident 

*  fhould  happen  to  you  !' 

*  AhJ  but,  brother,'  anfwered  Am- 
grad, <  the  fame  ill  accident  you  fear 

*  for  me,  I  am  as  much  afraid  of  for 
'  you.    Pray  let  me  go;   and  do  you 
«  ftay  here  with  patience.'  —  *  I  will 
«  never  yield  to  it,'  faid  Affad:   *  if 
'  any  ill  (hould  happen  to  me,  it  will 
<  be  fome  comfort  to  think  thai  you  are 
'  fafe.'     Amgrad  was  forced  to  fub- 
mit;   and  Affad  going  towards  the  city, 
he  ftaid  in  a  grove  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountain. 


Prince  Affad  took  the  purfe  of  mo,.- 
ney  which'Artigrad  had  in  charge,  and 
then  proceeded  towards  the  city.  He 
had  not  gone  far  in  the  firft'ftreer,  he- 
fore  he  met  with  a  reverend  old  man 
with  a  cane  in  his  hand  :  he  was  neatly 
dreiTed  ;  and  the  prince,  taking  him  ftr 
a  man  of  note  in  the  place,  who  would 
not  put  a  trick  upon  him,  accofted  him 
thus  :  *  Pray,  my  lord,  which  is  the 
'  way  to  the  market- place  ?'  The  old 
man  looked  on  Prince  Affad,  fmiluig  ; 

*  Child,'   faid  he,   '  it  is  plain  you  aie 

*  a  ftranger,    or  you  would  not  have 
«  afked  that  queftion  of  me.' 

'  Yes,  my  lord,  I  am  a  ftranger,'  re- 
plied Affad.  The  old  man  anfwered— 

*  You  are  welcome,  then;  our  country 

*  will  be  honoured  by  the  prefence  of 

*  fo  handfome  a  young  man  as  you  are  : 

*  tell  rne  what  bufinefs  you  Have  at  the 

*  market-place?' 

«  My  lord,'  replied  Affad,  '  it  is  near 
'  two  months  fince  my  brother  and  I 
'  left  our  own  country,  which  is  a  great 
'  way  from  hence  :  we  have  not  ceafed 
'travelling  ever  fince  we  rirft  fet  out; 
c  and  we  arrived  here  but  to-day.  My 

*  brother,  fatigued  with  fo  long  a  jour- 

'  ney,  waits  at  the  foot  of  the  moun-  : 
'  tain  ;  for  whom  and  myfelf  I  am  come 
'  to  buy  provifion.' 

4  Son,'  faid  the  old  man,  '  you  could 
'  not  have  come  in  a  better  time ;  and 

*  I  am  gladiof  it,  both  for  your  and 

*  your  brother's  fake.     I  made  a  feaft 
'  to-day  for  fome  friends  of  mine;  and 
'  there  is  a  great  deal  of  victuals  left 

*  untouched.    Come  along   with    me, 
'  you  (hall  eat  as  much  as  you  plea  11- ; 

*  and,  when  that  is  done,  I  will  give 
'  you  enough  to  laft  your  brother  and 
'  you  fevcral  days.  Do  not  fpend  your 

*  money,  when  there  is  no  occafion  for 
'   it;   travellers  are  always   in  want  of 

*  it:  while  you  are  eating,  1  wji!  £,;va 
'  you  an  account  of  our  city,  which  no- 

*  body  can  do  better  than  myfelf,  who 
'  have  b^ne  all  the  honourable  offices 

*  in  it.     -Jt  is  well  for  you  that   you 
'  happened  to  meet  with  me  ;    for,  I 

*  mult  tell  you,  all  our  citizens  cannot 
'  fo  well  help  and  inform  yuu  as  I  can. 
'  I  can  affure  you   that  Anne  of  rhern 

*  are  wicked.     Come  along;   you  fhaH 
'  fee  the  difference  between  a-  real  ho- 
'   nelt  man,  as  I  am,  and  fuch  as  bbaft 

*  to  be  fo,  and  are  not.' 

*  I  am  infinitely  obliged  to  vcu/  re- 
S  »  a  ^  ile* 
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plied  Aflad,  '  for  your  good -will  to- 
'  wards  me ;  I  put  myielf  entirely  into 
'  your  hands,  and  am  ready  to  go  with 
'  you  where  you  pleafe.' 

The  old  man  laughed  in  his  fleeve  to 
think  that  he  had  got  the  prince  in  his 
clutches:  he  walked  by  the  fide  of  him 
as  clofe  as  he  could  ;   and,  to  preferve 
the   favourable   opinion    which  AfTad 
had  conceived  of  him,  he  kept  talking 
to  him  all  the  way  with  great  civility 
and  politenefs.  *  Among  other  things,' 
faid  he,  *  it  muft  be  confefled,  it  was 
your  good  fortune  to  meet  with  me, 
rather  than  with  any  other  man;  for 
which  I  thank  God.  When  you  come 
to  my  houfe,  you  will  know  the  rea- 
jbn  why  I  exprefs  To  much  fatisfaftion 
at  meeting  with  you.' 
Arriving  at  the  old  man's  houfe,  he 
introduced  Aflad   into  a  hall,    where 
were  forty  fuch  old  fellows  as  himfelf, 
who  formed  a  circle  round  a  flaming 
fire,  which  they  adored.    The  prince 
was  not  more  feized  with  horror  at  the 
light  of  fo  many  men  adoring  the  crea- 
ture for  the  Creator,  than  with  fear  of 
finding  himfelf  betrayed,  and  in  fuch 
an  abominable  place. 

While  Aflad  ftood  motionlefs  with 
furprize,  the  old  cheat  faluted  the  forty 
grey-headed  men  around  the  fire — *  De- 
'  vout  adorers  of  fire,'  faid  he  to  them, 
*  this  is  a  happy  day  for  us  !  Where  is 
«  Gazban?  Call  him!' 

He  fpoke  thefe  words  fo  loud,  that  a 
negro,  who  waited  at  the  lower-end  of 
the   hall,    came  immediately  to  him. 
This  black  was  Gazban ;  who,  as  loon 
as  he  faw  the  difconfolate  Aflad,  ima- 
gined for  what  purpofe  he  had  been 
called ;    he   therefore,  inftantly  feized 
him,  and  with  amazing  nimblenefs  tied 
him  hand  and  foot.    '  When  you  have 
done,'  faid  the  old  man,  '  carry  him 
down,  and  bid  my  daughters,  Boftava 
and  Cavama,  give  him  every  day  the 
baftinado,  and  allow  him  only  a  little 
bread,  morning  and  evening,  for  bis 
fubfiftence,  fufficient  juft  to  keep  him 
alive  till  the  next  fliip  departs  far  the 
Blue  Sea  and  the  Fiery  Mountain; 
when  he  (hall  be  offered. up  an  agree- 
able facrifice  to  our  divinity.' 

The  fultanefs,  being  here  interrupted 
by  the  approach  of  morning,  difcon- 
tirvued  her  difcourfe  till  the  next  night; 
when,  addrefiing  herielf  to  the  Sultan 


of  the  Indies,  fhe  refumed  it  again  as 
follows. 

NIGHT      CCXXXI. 

SIR, 

AS  foon  as  the  old  man  had  giver* 
the  cruel  order  which  I  told  you 
of  lad  night,  Gazban  bore  Prince  Aflad 
into  a  cellar  underneath  the  hall  ;  from 
whence  they  proceeded  through  feveral 
dark  rooms,  till  they  came  to  a  dungeon, 
the  defcent  to  which  was  by  twenty 
fteps,  where  he  left  him  bound  in  chains 
of  prodigious  weight  and  bignefs.  Gaz- 
ban then  went  to  give  notice  of  it  to  the 
old   man's  daughters;    but  he  might 
have  fpared  himfelf  the  trouble,  their 
father  having  before  fent  for  them,  and 
given  them   inftruftions  himfelf  how 
they  were  tp  proceed.     '  Daughters,' 
faid  he  to  them,  '  I  have  juft  now  caufed 
a  young  Muffulman  to  be  fecured  in 
the  dungeon  ;  therefore,1  as  you  well 
know  how  to  do  it,  go  inftantly,  and 
give  him  the  baftinado  ;  and,  as  you 
cannot  better  mew  your  real  for  our 
divinity,  afnd  the  fire  which  you  adore, 
than  by  your  feveritj  to  him,  do  not 
be  fparing  in  the  punimment  you  are 
going  to  inflicl:  on  him.' 
Boftava  and  Cavama,  who  had  been 
bred  up  in  their  hatred  to  Muflulmen, 
received  this  order  with  joy  :  they  de- 
fcended  immediately  into  the  dungeon, 
llripped  Aflad,  and  baftinadoed  him  fo 
unmercifully,  that  the  blood  iffued  out 
of  the  wounds,  and  he  himfelf  was  al- 
moft  dead.  After  this  cruel  execution, 
they  put  a  piece  of  bread  and  a  pot  of 
water  by  him,  and  then  retired. 

It  was  fome  time  before  Aflad  reco- 
vered from  the  ftate  of  infenfibility  in 
which  they  had  left  him;  and  the  mo- 
ment herecolle&ed  his  melancholy  con- 
dition, he  burft  into  a  flood  of  tears, 
and  bitterly  deplored  the  mifery  with 
which  he  was  furrounded.  The  pleafing 
reflection,  however,  that  this  misfortune 
had  not  happened  to  his  brother  Am- 
grad,  gave  him  fome  degree  of  comfort 
amiY.il  his  diftrefs. 

Prince  Amgrad  waited  for  his  bro- 
ther till  the  evening  with  great  impa- 
tience; and  when  it  was  two,  three, 
and  four  of  the  clock  in  the  morning, 
and  Aflad  not  returned,  his  for  row 
was  fo  very  violent,  that  he  grew  almoft 
defperate.  He  fpent  the  night  in  that 
difmal 
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chTmal  condition  ;  and  as  foon  as  it  was 
day,  he  went  to  the  city ;  where  he  no 
fooner  entered,  than  he  was  furprized 
to  fee  but  very  few  Muffulmen.  He 
accofted  the  firil  he  met,  and  afked  him 
the  name  of  the  place;  who  told  him  it 
was  the  city  of  the  Magicians;  fo  called, 
becaufe  of  the  great  number  of  magi- 
cians therein  who  adored  the  fire,  and 
that  there  were  but  very  few  Mufful- 
men. Amgrad  then  demanded  how 
far  it  was  to  ths  ifle  of  Ebene  :  he  was 
anfwered,  that  it  was  four  months  voy- 
age by  fea,  and  a  year's  journey  by  land. 
The  man,  having  fatisfied  the  prince  as 
to  thofe  two  queftions,  haftily  left  him, 
and  went  about  his  buiinefs. 

Amgrad,  who  was  about  fix  weeks 
coming  from  the  ifle  of  Ebene  with  his 
brother  Affad,  could  not  comprehend 
how  they  came  to  this  city  in  fo  ftiort  a 
time,  unlefs  it  was  by  enchantment,  or 
that  the  way  acrofs  the  mountain  was 
much  (hortened,and  not  frequented  be- 
caufe of  the  difficulty  to  pafs. 

Proceeding  farther  through  the  town, 
he  flopped  at  a  taylor's  (hop,  whom  he 
knew  to  be  a  Muffulman  by  his  habit, 
as  he  had  known  the  man  with  whom 
he  had  juft  before  converfed.  Having 
faluted  him,  he  fat  down,  and  toldjiim 
the  occafion  of  his  trouble. 

When  Prince   Amgrad   had   done 
fpeaking,  the  taylor  replied — '  If  your 
brother  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of 
fome  magician,  depend  upon  it  you 
never  more  will  fee  him  ;  he  is  irre- 
coverably   loll  :     comfort    yourfelf, 
therefore,  as  well  as  you  can,  and 
beware  of  falling  into  the  fame  mil- 
fortune  ;    to  avoid  which,   I  would 
advife  you  to  ftay  for  fome  tune  at  my 
houfe,  and  I  will  acquaint  you  with 
all  the  tricks  of  thefe  magicians,  that, 
when  you  go  from  hence,  you  may 
take  the  more  care  of  yourfelf  by  being 
guarded  againft  them.'  Amgrad,  im- 
prefled  with  the  deepeft  concern  for  the 
lofs  of  his  brother,  accepted  the  tay- 
lor's offer,  and  returned  him  a  thoufand 
thanks  for  his  kindnefs  to  him. 


THE  STORY  OF  PRINCE  AMGRAD 
AND  A  LADY  OF  THE  CITY  OF. 
THE  MAGICIANS. 

TpRINCE  Amgrad  went  not  out  of 
•*•  the  taylor's  houfe  for  a  whoJe  month, 
except  his  hoft  accompanied  him ;  at 


laft,  however,  he  venture 
baths.  Returning  home  thr? 
in  which  there  was  nobody  be 
and  a  lady,  he  was  furprizec 
approaching  him  unveiled.  ThK-ddy, 
feeing  a  handfome  young  man  juft  come 
out  of  the  bath,  alked  hi:n,  with  a  fmil- 
ing  air,  whittle;-  he  was  going,  cafting 
at  the  fame  time  fuch  amorous  glances, 
that  Amgrad  could  not  poiTibly  refill 
her  charms.  <  Madam,'  laid  he,  «  I- 

*  am  going  to  my  own  houfe,  or  yours, 

*  as  you  pleafe.' 

*  My  lord,'  replied  the  lady,  with  an 
agreeable  fmile,  *  ladies  of  my  quality 
'  never  take  men  to  their  own  houfesj 

*  they  always  go  to  the  mens.* 

At  this  unexpected  anfwer  of  the 
lady,  Amgrad  was  very  much  con- 
founded: he  durft  not  venture  to.  take 
her  home  to  his  landlord's,  fearing  that 
he  would  be  fo  highiy  dilpleafed  with 
him  as  to  withdraw  his  protection,  of 
which,  confidering  he  was  in  a  place 
where  he  muft  always  be  upon  his  guard, 
he  flood  in  fo  much  need.  Qmte  un- 
acquainted with  the  city,  he  knew  not 
whereto  carry 'her;  and  yet  was  un- 
willing to  lofe  fo  happy  an  opportunity. 
In  this  uncertainty,  he  refolved  to  leave 
it  to  chance ;  and  therefore,  without  re- 
turning an  anfwer,  he  went  forwards, 
the  lady  following  him.  Amgrad  led 
her  through  fo  many  ftreets,  lanes,  and1 
alleys,  that  they  both  grew  weary  with, 
walking:  at  laft,  however,  they  came 
into  a  ftreet,  having  a  great  gate  at  the 
end  of  it,  which  being  (hut,  prevented 
their  going  farther.  Ths  gate,  which 
had  a  feat  on  each  fi-Je  of  it,  belonged 
to  a  houfe  fronting  the  ftreet.  Amgrad 
fat  himfelf  down  on  one  feat  to  take 
breath  ;  and  the  lady,  being  alfo  much 
fatigued,  feated  herfelf  on  the  other. 

She  then  enquired  of  the.'prince  whe- 
ther the  houfe  belonged  to  him.  *  Yes, 
Madam,'  faid Amgrad.  'Why, then, 
do  not  you  enter  ?'  replied  the  lady. 
Who  do  you  wait  for  ?' — '  Fair  lady/ 
anfwered  the  prince,  '  I  have  not  got 
the  key  of  the  gate  ;  I  left  it  with  my 
ilave,  who,  being  fent  on  an  errand, 
is  not  yet  returned  :  befides,  he  hav- 
ing been  ordered  to  provide  fomething 
good  for  dinner,  lam  afraid  we  fhaii 
be  under  the  difagreeable  neceffity  o£ 
waiting  a  long  time  for  him.' 
The  prince  met  with  fo  many  .diffi- 
culties in  fatisfying  her  paflion,  that 
he  began  to  repent  of  having  under- 
taken 
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taken  it ;  he  therefore  contrived  this 
anfwer,  in  hopes  that  the  lady,  out  of 
refentment,  would  have  left  him,  and 
have  gone  in  purfuit  of  another  lover  : 
but  he  was  miitaken. 

'  Your  Have  is  an  impertinent  fel- 
'  low,'  faid  Madam,  *  to  ftay  fo  long: 

•  when  he  comes  back,  I   will  chaflife 

•  him  myfelf  as  he  deferves,  if  you  re- 

•  fufe  to  do  it.     It  is  by  no  means  de- 

•  cent  for  me  to  fit  here  alone  with  a 

•  man  to  whom  lam  an  entire  ftranger.* 
She  then  arofe;  and,  taking  up  a  Hone, 
began  to  force  open   the  lock  of   the 
fixate,  which  being  only  made  of  wood, 
after   the  country  manner,    was  very 
weak. 

Amgrad  did  all  he  could  to  hinder 
her  :  '  What  are  you  doing,  Madam  ?' 
quoth  the  prince.  *  For  Heaven's  fake, 
«  ftay  a  little  !' — '  What  are  you  afraid 
'  of  T  replied  the  lady.  *  Is  ir  not  your 
'  houfe?  The  breaking  of  the  lock  will 
'  be  no  great  damage;  a  new  one  can 
«  be  purchafed  at  a  trifling  expence.' 
She  accordingly  broke  it  open,  and  en- 
tered the  houfe. 

Amgrad, when  he  fawthe  door  forced 
open,  gave  himfelf  up  as  a  1  ;ft  man  :  he 
reflected  whether  it  would  be  molt  ad- 
vifeable  to  go  into  the  houfe,  or  to  re- 
treat as  faft  he  could,  to  avoid  the 
danger  which  he  believed  inevitable  j 
and  was  juft  going  to  have  recourfe  to 
the  latter,,  when  the  lady  returned. 

Seeing  that  he  did  not  enter — (  Why 
f  do  not  you  come  into  your  hcufe  ?' 
faid  fiie.  *  Fearing  we  have  nothing 
f  ready/  anfwered  the  prince,  •'  I  am 

•  looking  to  fee  if  my  flave  is  com- 
«  ing.' — '  Come  in,  come  in,'  faid  Ma- 
dam ;  '  it  will  be  more  prudent  to  wait 

•  for  him  within  doors  than  without.' 
Amgrad,  though  with  great  reluc- 
tance, followed  her  into  the  houfe.  Af- 
ter puffing  through  a  fpacious  court, 
which  had  been  newly  paved,  they  af- 
cended  by  feveral  fteps  into  piazzas, 
which  led  to  a  large,  open,  and  well- 
furnifhed  hall  j  where  he  and  the  lady 
law  a  table  ready- fpresd  with  all  forts 
of  delicate  difhes,  a  fide- board  heaped 
\vith  fruit,  and  a  ciftern  full  of  bottles 
of  wine. 

When  Amgrad  faw  every  thing  in 
fufih  order,  he  doubted  not  but  that  he 
was  undone  :  the  quality  of  the  owner 
appeared  by  the  richnefs  of  the  feaft. 


Poor  Amgrad!'  faid  he  to  himfelf* 
thou  wilt  foon  follow  thy  dear  bro- 
ther A  fladP 

The  lady,  on  the  contrary,  being 
ranfported  at  the  fight,  cried  out— 
How,  my  lord,  did  you  fear  there 
was  nothing  ready  ?  Yourflaves,  you 
fee,  have  done  more  than  you  ex- 
pefted.  But,  if  I  am  not  miftaken, 
thefe  preparations  were  made  for  fome 
other  lady,  and  not  forme.  No  mat- 
ter ;  let  her  come;  I  promife  you  I 
will  not  be  jealous:  I  only  beg  the 
favour  of  being  permitted  to  wait  on 
her  and  you.' 

Amgrad,  though  much  concerned  at 
this  accident,  could  not  help  laughing 
at  the  lady's  pleafantnefs.  *  Madam,' 
faid  he,  thinking  of  fomething  elfe  be- 
fides  what  perplexed  him,  '  there  is 

*  nothing  in  what  you  fancy  ;  this  is 

*  my  common  dinner,  and  no  extraor- 

*  dinary  preparations,    I  affure  you.* 
He  could  not  prevail  on  himfelf  to  fit 
down  at  a  table  which  was  not  pre- 
pared for  him  ;    he  therefore  took  his 
feat  on  a  fofa*;  but  the  lady  ftill  kept 
teazing    him  with   her  importunities. 
'   Come,  Sir,'  faid  flie,  *  you  muftcer- 

*  tainly  be  hungry  after  bathing;  let 

*  us  eat  and  enjoy  ourfelves.' 
Amgrad,  complying  at  lait  with  her 

requeft,  fat  down  to  table  with  her, 
The  lady,  having  eat  a  bit,  took  a  bottle 
and  glafs,  and  poured  out  fome  wine  j 
and,  after  having  drank  to  Amgrad, 
file  filled  another,  and  prefented  it  to 
him,  who  pledged  her.  The  more  the 
prince  reflected  on  this  adventure,  the 
more  he  was  amazed  that  the  rnafterof 
the  houfe  did  not  appear;  and  that  a 
houfe,  fo  elegant  and  well  -  furnifhed, 
fhould  be  left  without  a  fervant.  '  It 

*  will  be  lucky,'  faid  he  to  himfelf,  «  if 
'  the  man  of  the  houfe  does  not  come 

*  till  I  am  got  clear  of  this  intrigue.' 
While  he  was  indulging  this  and  fome 
other  troublefome  thoughts,  the  lady 
eat  and   drank  heartily,   and  obliged 
him  to  do  the  fame  ;  and  they  were  al- 
moft  come  to  the  laft  courfe  when  the 
mafter  of  the  houfe  arrived. 

It  happened  to  be  Bahader,  mafter  of 
thehorfe  to  the  King  of  the  Magicians, 
to  whom  this  houfe  belonged  j  but  he 
generally  refiding  in  another,  feldom 
came  here,  unless  it  was  to  regale  him- 
felf with  two  or  three  chofen  friends. 


*  A  Turkifh  bench,  on  which  mats  and  cu&ions  are  put. 


On 
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On  fuch  occafionp,  he  always  fent  pro- 
vifions  from  his  other  houfe  ^by  fome 
of  his  fervants,  who  were  but  juft  gone 
as  the  lady  and  Amgrad  entered. 

Bahader,  as  ufual,  came  in  dlfguife, 
and  without  attendants,  a  Httle  while 
before  the  time  appointed  for  his  friends 
coming,  and  was  not  a  little  furprited 
to  fee  The  door  of  his  houfe  broke  ope'n : 
he  entered  without  making  a  noife  ;  but 
hearing  fome  perfons  talking  and  mak- 
ing merry  in  the  hall,  he  crept  along  by 
the  fide  of  the  wall,  and  put  his  head 
half-way  within  the  door  to  fee  who 
they  were. 

Perceiving  a  young  gentleman  and  a 
young  lady  eating  at  his  table  the  vic- 
tuals which  had  been  provided  for  his 
friends  and  himfelf,  and  that  there  was 
no  great  harm  done,  he  refolved  to 
make  a  jeft  of  it. 

The  lady,  who  fat  with  her  back  to- 
wards the  door,  did  not  fee  the  mailer  of 
the  horfe;  but  Amgrad,  who  had  then 
the  gl.ifs  in  his  hand,  and  was  juft  C;OT 
ing  to  drink,  obferved  him  immediate- 
ly: his  countenance  inilantly  changed 
at  the  fight  of  Bahader,  who  made  a 
fign  to  him  not  to  fay  a  word,  but  to 
come  and  fpeak.  with  him. 

Amgrad  drank  and  rofe  :  «  Where 
«  are  you  going  ?'  faid  the  lady.  The 
prince  anfwered — <  Pray,  Madam,  ftay 
'"here  a  little;  I  (hall  be  back  again 
'  in  a  minute  ;  a  fmall  affair  obliges 
'  me  to  £jo  out  at  prefent.'  Bahader 
waited  for  him  in  the  piazza,  and  led 
him  into  the  court  to  talk  to  him  with- 
out being  heard  by  the  lady. 

In  faying  thefe  words,  Scheherazade 
perceived  that  thefultan's  time  of  rifing 
was  come,  fo  (he  gave  over  the  ftory 
till  next  nightj  when /he  refumed  it  as 
follows. 


NIGHT     CCXXXII. 

SIR, 

WHEN  Bahader  and  Prince  Am- 
grad were  in  the  court,  Baha- 
der demanded  of  the  prince,  how  the 
lady  came  into  hishoufe,  and  why  they 
broke  open  his  door.  *  My  lord,'  re- 
plied Amgrad,  *  you  may  very  reafon- 
'  ably  think  me  guilty  of  a  very  un- 
*  warrantable  aflion:  but  if  you  will 
'  have  patience  to  hear  me,  I  hope  my 
'  innocence  will  appear.'  He  then  told 


Bahader,  in  a  few  words,  what  had 
happened  to  him,  without  difguifing 
any  part  of  the  truth  ;  and,  to  convince 
him  that  he  was  not  capable  of  being 
fo  criminal  as  he  might  think,  he  de- 
clared himfelf  a  prince,  and  related  th« 
reafon  of  his  coming  to  the  city  of  the 
Magicians. 

Bahader,  whonaturally  loved  ftran<r- 
ers,  was  tranfportecLwitb  an  opportu- 
nity of  obliging  one  of  Amgrad  s  rank 
and  quality  :    fur  by    his  air,    his    ac- 
tions, his  hamlibme  difcourfe,   and  his 
noble  looks,   he  did    not   in   the  lealt 
doubt  of  the  truth  of  what  he  had  faid. 
Prince/  faid  Bahadcr,    *  I  am   very 
glad  I  can  oblige  you  in  fo  pleaiant 
an  adventure  as  this;  and,  fo  far  from 
difturbing  the  feaft,  it  will  be  a  plea- 
fure    to    me  to    contribute   to   your 
fatisfaclion  in  any  thing.     My  name 
is  Bahader;  I  am  matter  of  the  horfe 
to  the  King  of  the  Magicians.     I 
commonly  dwell   in   another   houfe, 
which  I  have  in  the  city;  but  come 
here   fometrmes,    to   have   the    mor?-, 
liberty  with  my  friends,  for  I  cannot 
be  fo  free  at  home  among  my  children 
and  domefticks.     As^you  hnve  made- 
this  lady  believe  that  you  have  a  llave, 
I  will  fupport  your  affection  by  per- 
fonating  the  character  :  and,  to  fpare 
your    excufes,  I  repeat,  that  it  fliall 
.pofitiveiy  be  fo  ;  you  will  prefently 
know  my  reafon  for  ft.     Go  to  your 
place,  and  continue  to  divert  your- 
lelf:   when  I  return  again,  and  come 
before   you  in  a  flave's    habit,  chide 
me  for  flaying  fo  long;  and  do  not 
be  afraid  even  to  ftrike  me.  I  will  wait 
upon  you   all  the  while  you  are  at 
table,  till  night :  you  fliall  fleep  here, 
and  fo  fhall  the  lady  ;  and  to-morrow 
morning  you  may  fend  her  home  with 
honour.     I  fliall  afterwards  endea- 
vour to  do  you  more  important  fervi- 
ces.    Go,  and  lofe  no  time.' 
Amgrad  would  have  made  an  anfwer, 
but  the  mnfter  of  the  hor^e   would  not 
let  him,   forcing  him  to  go  to  the  lady. 
He  had  fcarce  entered  the  hall,  before 
Bahader's  friends,    whom   he  had  in- 
vited,   arrived.     Bahader  called  them 
to  him,  and  excufed  his  not  entertain- 
ing them    that  day,  telling  them  they 
would  approve  of  the  reafou  when  they 
knew  it,  which  fhould  be  in  due  time. 
When  they  were  gone,   he   alfo  went 
forth,  and  drefled  himfelf  in  a  flave's 
habit. 

Prinae 
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Prince  Amgrad  approached  the  lady 
in  a  much  better  humour  than  when 
he  left  her,  on  finding  that  the  houfe 
belonged  to  a  man  of  quality,  who  had 
received  him  fo  conrteoufly.  As  he 
fat  down  to  table  again,  he  laid— 

*  Madam,  I  beg  a  thoufand  pardons 
'  for  my  rudenefs  ;  I  was  vexed  that 

*  my  ftrive  mould  tarry  fo  long:   the 

*  rafcal  (hall  pay  for  it  when  he  comes  j 

*  I  will  teach  him  to  uie  me  fo  another 

*  time.' 

«  Let  pot  that  trouble  you,'  faid  the 
lady  :  *  if  he  is  guilty  of  any  faults,  let 
4  him  pay  for  it  ;  do  not  think  of  him  j 
«  we  can  enjoy  ourfelves  without  him, 

*  I  warrant.' 

Amgrad  continued  at  the  table  with 
the  more  plealure,  being  under  »o  ap- 
prehenfions  at  the  confequence  of  the 
Jady's  indifcretion,  vvjio  ought  not  to 
have  broken  open  the  door,  had  it  even 
Jjeen  Amgrad's  own  houfe.  They  drank 
and  laughed,  and  drank  again  j  till 
JBnhader  arrived,  difguifed  as  a  flave. 

Bahader  entered  like  one  who  feared 
his  matter's  difpleafure  for  flaying  out 
•when  he  had  company  "with  him  :  he 
fell  down  at  his  feet,  and  kiffed  the 
ground,  to  implore  his  clemency  5  and 
yvhen  he  had  done,  ftood  behind  him 
with  his  hands  acrofs,  in  expectation 
of  his  commands. 

'  Sirrah  !'  faid  Amgrad,  with  a  fierce 
tone  arid  a  fiery  look,  l  is  there  fuch  a 

*  flave    as     thou    in     all    the  world  ? 
'  Where  have  you  been  ?  What  have 
'  you   been   doing,  that  you  came  no 
'  fooncr  ?' 

*  My  lord,'  replied  Bahader,'  *  I.afk 
'  your  pardon  ;  I  was  endeavouring  to 
«  do  as  ycu  ordered  me,  and  could  not 

*  difpatch  .it  before  :  beiides,  I  did  not 
'  think  you  would  cor»ie  home  fo  early.' 

*  You  are  a  rafcal  !'  faid  Amgrad  j 
'  and  I  lhall  bang  your  fides  for  you, 

*  to  teach  you  to  lye,  and  to  fail  me 
'  another  time.'     He  then  rofe  up,  took 
a  flick,  and  gave  him  two  or  three  blows 
•with  it,  but  fo  lightly,  that  he  hardly 
felt  itj  after  which  he  fat  down  to  table 


The  lady,  not  fatisfied  with  the  chaf- 
tifcment  Amgrad  hadbeftowed  on  him, 
alforofe,  took  theftickjand  ftruckBaha- 
der  fo  unmercifully,  that  the  tears  came 
inro  his  eyes.  Amgrad,  offended  at 
fuch  freedom,  and  knowing  that  the 
pretended  flave  was  not  a  proper  obje£l 
of  refer)  tment,  cried  out—  'It  is  enough;' 


but   me  continued   rv£r  rude  difclplin*, 
regardlefs  of  the  prince's  interceflion  ; 

*  Let  me  alone  with  him,'  faid  fhej  '  I 
f  will  punilh  him  feverely:  and  I  war. 
'  rant  that  he  will  be  more  expeditious 
{  another  time.'     And,  repeating  her 
blows,  Amgrad  rofe  from    the  table, 
and    forced   the  flick  out  of  her  hand.j 
which,  however,  ihe  did   not  give  up 
without   fome   difficulty.     When    (he 
found  that  Ihe  could    beat  Bahader  no 
longer,  Ike  fat  down,  and  railed  at  and 
curled  him. 

Bahader  wiped  his   eyes,  and  ftood 
behind  his  fictitious  matter,  to  fill  out 
wine.     When  he  faw  they  had    done 
eating  and  drinking,  he  took  away  the 
cloth,  and    put    every   thing    in    it's 
place  ;  and,  night  coming  on,  lighted 
.up  the  lamp*.     And  often  as  he  palled 
the  lady,  me  muttered   and  threatened 
him,  and  gave  him  abufive  language,  to 
Amgrad's  great  disliking,  who  would 
have  hindered  her,  if  he  could.   When 
it  was  time  for  them  to  retire,  Baha- 
der prepared  a  bed  for  them,  and.with- 
drew  into  a  chamber  over-againft  that 
where  they  were  to  lie,  and  laid  him- 
felf  down,  and  foon  fell  afleep,  having 
been  fatigued  with  his  beating.  Amgrad 
and  the  ladr  entertained  one  another  a 
good    half  hour   afterwards ;   but  the 
lady   wanting  to   go  forth   before  ihe 
went  to  bed,  paffed  through  the  gallery 
that  parted  Bahadef  s    chamber    from 
theirs  j    and   hearing   him    fnore,  and 
feeing  a  fabre  hanging  up  by  him,  Ihe 
turned  back  again,  and  faid  to  Prince 
Amgrad—'  Pray,  my  lord,  as  you  love 
me,  do  me  one  favour/ — *  In  what 
can  I  ferve  you  ?'    replied  the  prince. 
The  lady  anfwered — *  Oblige  me  fo 
far  as  to  take  down  your  fabre,  and 
cut  off  your  Have's    head  with    it.' 
Amgrad  was  aftonilhed  at  fuch  a  pro- 
pofal  from  a  lady,  and  doubted  not  it 
was  the  wine  fhe  had  drank  that  infti- 
gated    her.     '  Madam, '.faid    he,  *  let 
my  flave  alone  5  he  is  not  worthy  of 
your  notice.     I  have  beat  him,  and 
ypu  have  beat  him;   it  is  fufficient  :   I 
am  very  well  fatisfied  with  him  j  he 
is  feldom  guilty  of  fuch  faults.' 
«  That  (hall  not  dor  replied  the  lady 
in  a  violent  furyj  '  the  rogue  lhall  die,' 

*  if  not  by  your  hands,  by  mine!'  Say- 
ing this,  fhe  ran  and   took  .down  the 
fabre   from   the  place  where  it  hung, 
drew  it  out  of  thefcabbard,  and  was  go- 
ing ta  execute  her  wicked  defign. 

Amgrad, 


ARABIAN  NIGHTS  ENTERTAINMENTS.         327 


Amgrad,  to  prevent  her,  took  the 
fabie  out  of  her  hand,  faying—'  You 
<  (hall  be  Satisfied,  Madam;  the  flave 
*  (hall  die,  fince  you  will  have  it  fo: 
"  but  I  fhall  be  lorry  that  any  one  be- 
'  fides  myfelf  fhould  kill  him.'  When 
(he  had  given  him  the  fabre — *  Come, 
«  follow  me,'  faid  hej  <  make  nonoife, 
«  for  fear  we  wake  him.'  They  went 
into  the  chamber;  where  Amgrad,  in- 
itead  of  gratifying  the  lady's  defire, 
(truck  at  her  with  the  weapon;  and, 
fevering  her  head  with  the  blow,  it  fell 
upon  Bahader. 

It  was  already  dawn  of  day;  and 
Scheherazade  perceiving  it,  laid  no 
more  at  that  time.  The  next  night  (he 
relumed  her  difcourfe  to  the  Sulian 
Schahriar. 


NIGHT    CCXXXIII. 

SIR, 

HAD  not  the  noife  of  the  blow 
which  Arngrad  gave  the  lady,  in 
cutting  off  her  head,  waked  Bahader, 
her  head  falling  upon  him  would  have 
done  it  :  he  was  amazed  to  fee  Amgrad 
with  a  fabre,  covered  with  blood,  and 
the  body  of  the  lady  lying  headlefs  on 
the  ground.  The  prince  told  him  what 
had  paued  ;  and,  ending  his  difcourfe, 
faid — '  I  had  no  other  way  to  hinder  her 
'  from  killing  you,  (he  was  fo  tranf- 
'  ported  with  fury  againft  you.' — *  My 
'  lord,'  replied  Bahader,  full  of  grati- 
tude, '  perfons  of  your  rank,  and  fo 

*  generous  as  you,  are  not  capable  of 
'  doing  fo  wicked  an  action  as  (he  de- 
'  fired  of  you.     You  are  my  deliver- 
'  er  ;    and    I    cannot    enough    thank 
'  you.'     After  having  embraced  him, 
in  order  to  (hew  him  what  fenfe  he  had 
of  his  obligations  to  him,  he  faid — 

*  We  mull  carry  this  corpfe  out  before 

*  it  is  quite  day.  Leave  it  to  me  ;  1  will 
'  do  it.'     Amgrad  would  not  agree  to 
that,     faying  that    he   would   carry   it 
away    himfelf,     fince    he    had    (truck 
the   blow.      Bahader    replied — *  You 

are  a  ftranger  in  this  city,  and 
will  not  come  off  fo  well  as  one  who 
is  acquainted  here:  I  muft  do  it,  if 
/or  no  other  reafon  than  both  our  fafe- 
ties,  to  prevent  our  being  questioned 
for  her  death.  Stay  you'here;  and  if 
I  do  not  comeback  again  before  day, 
you  may  be  fui  e  the  watch  has  taken 
me  :  and,  for  fear  of  the  worlt,  I  will 


*  by  writing  give  you  this  houfe  and 
'  furniture  for  your  habitation  while 

*  you  (tay  in  this  city.' 

When  he  had  written,  (igncd,  and 
delivered  the  paper  to  Prince  Amgrad, 
he  put  the  lad  v's  body  and  head  in  a  bag, 
took  it  on  his  moulder,  and  went  out 
with  it  from  one  ftreet  to  another,  tak- 
ing the  way  to  the  fea-iide.  But  he  had 
not  gone  far  before  he  was  met  by  one 
of  the  judges  of  the  city,  going  the 
rounds  in  perfon,  as  was  ufuai  for  the 
chief  magiitrates  to  do  there.  Bahader 
was  flopped  by  the  judge's  followers  j 
who,  opening  the  bag,  found  the  body 
of  a  murdered  lady,  bundled  up  with 
the  head.  The  judge,  who  knew  tha 
matter  of  the  horfe  notwithstanding  his 
difguife,  took  him  home  to  his  houfej 
and,  not  daring  to  put  him  to  death 
without  telling  the  king  of  it,  becauie 
of  his  quality,  he  conveyed  him  to 
court  as  foon  as  it  was  day.  As  fooii 
as  the  king  had  heard  from  the  judge 
what  a  foul  action  the  inalter  of  the 
horfe  had  been  guilty  of,  as  appeared 
bv  t.h^  circumftances  of  ihe  matter,  he 
upbraided  him  in  thefe  words  :  '  Is  it 
thus,  then,  that  you  rob  and  murder 
my  fubjecls,  and  then  would  throw 
their  dead  bodies  into  the  lea  to  hide 
your  villainy  ?  Let  us  rid  the  world 
of  fuch  a  monfter;  go  hang  him  up 
immediately!' 

As  innocent  as  Bahaderwas,  he  took, 
his  fentence  of  death  with  perfect  refig- 
nation,  and  faid  not  a  word  to  jultity 
himielf.  The  judge  efcorted  him  to  his 
houfe;  and,  while  the  gallows  was  pre- 
paring, fent  a  crier  to  publifh  through- 
out the  city,  that  at  noon  the  mafterof 
the  horfe  was  to  be  hanged  for  commit- 
ting a  murder. 

Prince  Amgrad,  who  had  in  vain  ex- 
pected Bahader's  return,  was  in  a  ter- 
rible con(ternation  when  he  heard  the 
ciier  publilh  the  approaching  execution 
of  the  matter  of  the  horfe.  '  If,'  faid 
he  to  himfelf,  *  fomebody  muft  die  for 

*  the  death  of  fuch  a  wicked  woman, 
'  it  is  1,  and  not  Bahader,  who  fhould 
'   fuffer;   I  will  never  let   an   innocen.t 
*.  man  be  puniflied  for  the  guilty:'  and, 
without  deliberatingany  more  about  it, 
haftened    to     the    place    of  execution, 
whither  the  people  were  running  from 
all  parts. 

When  Amgrad  faw  the  judge  bring- 
ing Bahadur  to  the  gibbet,  he  went  op 
to  him, and  faid — '  lam  come  to  tell  you, 

*  and  to  allure  you,  that  the  mafter  of 

T  t  •  the 
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the  horfe  whom  you  are  leading  to 
execution,  is  wholly  innocent  of  the 
lady's  death:  I  am  guilty  of  the  crime, 
if  it  is  one  to  have  killed  the  moft 
deteftable  of  women,  who  would  have 
murdered  Bahader.'  So  he  told  him 
the  affair  as  it  had  happened. 

The  prince  having  informed  the  judge 
how  he  met  her  coming  out  of  the  bath  5 
how  fhe  was  the  caufe  of  going  into  the 
mafter  of  the  horfe's  houfe  of  pleafure, 
and  what  had  paffed  to  the  moment  in 
which  he  was  forced  to  cut  off  her  head 
to  fave  Bahader's  life;  the  judge  order- 
ed the  execution  to  be  flopped,  and 
conducted  Amgrad  to  the  king,  taking 
the  mafter  of  the  horfe  with  them. 

The  king  had  a  mind  to  hear  the  (lory 
from  Amgrad  himfelf;  and  the  prince, 
the  better  to  prove  his  own  and  the 
mafter  of  the  horfe's  innocence,embraced 
that  opportunity  todifcover  hisquaiity, 
with  all  the  accidents  that  had  befallen 
him  and  his  brother  Affad,  before  and 
after  their  departure  from  the  capital 
city  of  the  ifle  of  Ebene,  to  that  time. 

The   prince  having  done  fpeaking, 
the  king  faid  to  him — '  I  rejoice  that  I 
have  by  thic  means  come  to  the  know- 
ledge of  you.     I  not  only  give  you 
your  own,  and  my  mafter  of  the  horfe's 
life,  whom  I  commend  for  his  civi- 
lity to  you,  but  I  reftore  him  to  his 
office:  and  as  for  you,  prince,  I  de- 
clare you  my  grand  viiier,  to  make 
you  amends  for  your  father's  unjuft 
ufage  of  you,  though  it  is  alfo  ex- 
cufable;  and  I  permit  you  to  employ 
all  the  authority  I  now  give  you  to 
find  out  Prince  Affad.' 
Prince  Amgrad  having  thanked  the 
King  of  the  city  and  country  of  Tvlagi- 
cians  for  the  honour  he  had  done  him, 
and   taken   poffeffion  of  his   office  of 
grand  vizier,  he  ordered  the  common - 
crier  to  promife  a  great  reward  to  any 
one*  who  fliould  bring  forth  Prince  Af- 
fad, or  tell  any  tidings  of  him.  He  fent 
men  up  and  down  the  country  to  the 
fame  purpofe;  but,  notwithftanding  all 
his  and  their  diligence,  they  could  hear 
no  news  of  him. 


THE  SEQUEL  OF  THE  STORY  OF 
PRINCE  ASSAD. 

AS  SAD,  in  the  mean  while,  con- 
tinued in  the  dungeon  in  chains; 
Boftava  and  Cavama,  the  cunning  old 


conjuror's  daughters,  treating  him  daily 
with  the  fame  cruelty  and  inhumanity 
as  at  firft. 

The  folemn  feftival  of  the  adorers  of 
fire  approached;  and  a  fhip  was  fitted 
out  for  the  Fiery  Mountain,  as  ufual. 
The  captain's  name  was  Behram,  a 
great  bigot  to  that  religion.  He  loaded 
it  with  proper  merchandize;  and,  when 
it  was  ready  to  fail,  he  put  Affad  in  a 
cheil,  which  was  half  full  of  goods,  a 
few  crevices  being  left  open  to  admit 
air  fufficient  to  keep  him  alive.  This 
cheft  was  ftowed  in  the  bottom  of  the 
hold,  for  the  greater  fecurity. 

Before  the  fhip  failed,  the  grand  vizier 
Amgrad,  Affad's  brother,  who  had 
been  told  that  the  adorers  of  fire  ufually 
facrificed  a  Muffuiman  every  year  on 
the  Fiery  Mountain,  fufpefting  that 
Affad  might  unhappily  have  fallen  in- 
to their  hands,  and  been  defigned  a  vic- 
tim at  that  bloody  facrifice,  refolved  to 
fearch  the  fhip  in  perfon.  He  ordered 
all  the  paffengers  and  featnen  to  be 
brought  upon  deck,  and  commanded 
his  men  to  fearch  every  part  of  the 
fhip;  which  they  did  ;  and  yet  Affad 
could  not  be  found,  he  was  fo  artfully 
concealed. 

When  the  grand  vizier  had  done 
fearching  the  veffel,  fhe  failed  ;  and  as 
foon  as  Behianri  was  got  out  to  fea,  he 
ordered  Prince  Affad  to  be  taken  out  of 
the  cheft,  and  fettered,  to  prevent  him 
from  throwing  himfelf  into  the  fea, 
fince  he  knew  he  was  going  to  be  facri- 
ficed. 

The  wind  was  very  favourable  for 
two  or  three  days  ;  after  which  it  proved 
contrary,  and  there  arofe  a  furious 
dorm,  which  drove  the  veffel  fo  far  out 
of  her  courfe,  that  neither  Behram  nor 
his  pilot  knew  where  they  were.  They 
were  afraid  that  the  iliip  would  be 
da(hed  again  ft  the  rocks;  for  they  dif- 
covered  land,  and  a  dreadful  fhore  be- 
fore them.  Behram  faw  he  was  driven 
into  the  port  and  capital  of  Qneen  Mar- 
giana,  which  was  a  great  mortification 
to  him. 

Queen  Margiana  was  a  very  devout 
profeffor  of  the  Mahometan  religion, 
and  a  mortal  enemy  to  the  adorers  of 
fire.  She  banifhed'all  of  them  out  of 
her  dominions,  and  would  not  let  any 
of  their  fhips  touch  at  her  ports. 

Thetempeftencreafing,  Behram  was 
forced  to  put  into  the  port  of  this  queen's 
capital  city,  or  his  fhip  would  be  dafhed 
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in  pieces  againft  the  rocks  that  lay  off 
the  (hore.  In  this  extremity  he  held  a 
council  with  his  pilot  and  Teamen.  *  My 
lads,'  faid  he,  '  you  (ee  to  what  a  ne- 
ceflity  we  are  reduced:  we  muftchufe 
one  of  thefe  two  things  ;  either  refolve 
to  be  fwallowed  up  by  the  waves,  or 
put  into  Queen  Margiana's  port, 
whofe  hatred  to  all  perfons  ofour  re- 
ligion you  very  well  know.  She  will 
certainly  fejze  our  veffel,  and  put 
us  to  death  without  mercy.  I  fee 
but  one  likely  way  to  cfcape  her; 
which  is,  to  take  the  fetters  off  the 
Mu  flu  I  man  we  have  on  board,  and 
drefs  him  like  a  (lave.  When  Queen 
Margiana  commands  me  to  come  be- 
fore her,  and  a(ks  what  trade  I  ufe, 
I  will  tell  her  that  I  deal  in  flaves; 
that  I  have  fold  all  I  have  except  one, 
whom  I  keep  to  be  my  clerk,  becaufe 
he  can  read  and  write.  She  will  fee 
him,  tobefure;  and  he  being  hand-- 
fome,  and  of  her  own  religion,  will 
have  pity  on  him  ;  no  doubt  (he  will 
then  a(k  to  buy  him  of  me;  and  I  re- 
fufing,  will  not  let  us  ftay  in  the  port 
till  the  weather  is  fair.  If  I  fell  him 
to  her,  perhaps  (he  will  give  us  leave 
to  tarry,  and  let  us  be  well  ufed. 
*  If  any  of  you  have  any  thing  elfe 
topropofe,  that  may  be  of  more  ad- 
vantage to  us,  lam  ready  to  hearken 
to  it.' 

The  pilot  and  feamen  applauded  his 
judgment,  and  agreed  to  follow  his  ad- 


TheSultanefsScheherazade  was  oblig- 
ed to  (top  here,  becaufe  (he  faw  the  day 
appear.  She  continued  her  ftory  the 
right  following,  addrefling  herfelf  thus 
to  the  Sultan  of  the  Indies. 


NIGHT    CCXXXIV. 

SI  R, 

BEH RAM  commanded  Prince 
Aflad's  chains  to  be  taken  off,  and 
had  him  drefled  like  a  (lave,  very  neat- 
ly, as  became  one  who  was  to  pafs  for 
his  clerk  before  the  queen  of  the  coun- 
try. They  had  fcarce  time  to  fit  every 
thing  for  their  purpofe,  before  the  (hip 
drove  into  the  port,  and  then  dropped 
anchor. 

Queen  Margiana's  palace  was  fo  near 
the  tea -fide,  that  her  garden  extended 
down  to  the  (hore.  She  faw  the  (hip 
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fail  by,  and  fent  to  the  captain  to  come 
to  her  as  foon  as  he  had  moored  his  vef- 
fel.  She  was  walking  in  her  garden, 
and  gave  him  to  underftand  that  (he 
(laid  there  for  him. 

Bertram,  who  knew  he  (hould  be  fent 
for,  landed  with  Prince  Aflad  ;  whom 
he  required  to  confirm  what  he  had  faid 
of  his  beinga  (lave,  and  his  clerk.  So 
he  went  to  the  palace  garden,  and  was 
introduced  to  the  queen.  He  threw 
htmfelf  at  her  feet,  and  informed  her 
of  the  neceflity  he  was  under  of  putting 
into  her  port;  that  he  dealt  in  (laves, 
and  had  fold  them  all  except  one,  which 
was  Aflad  there  prefent,  whom  he  kept 
for  his  clerk. 

The  queer;  conceived  an  efteem  for 
Aflad  as  foon  as  (he  faw  him,  and  was 
extremely  glad  to  hear  that  he  was  a 
(lave,  refolving  to  buy  him  on  any 
terms.  She  aflced  Alfad  what  was  his 
name. 

*  Great  queen,'  replied  Aflad,  with 
tears  in  his  eyes,  *  does  your  majefty 
aflc  what  my  name  was  formerly,  or 
what  it  is  now?'    The  queen  anfwer- 
d — '  Have  you  two   names  then  ?' — 
It  is  but  too  true,1   faid  Aflad:  '  I 
was   once  called    Aflad,  The  Mod 
Happy;   and  now  my  name  is  Mo- 
tar,  Devoted  to  be  Sacrificed.' 
As  his  condition  of  a  (lave  obliged 
him  to  ufe  myfterious  anfwers,  Margi- 
ana did  not  underftand  his  meaning; 
(he  perceived,  however,  that  he  had  a 
great  deal  of  wit.     '   Since  you  are  a 
*  clerk  to  the  captain,'  faid  (he,   *  no 
«  doubt  you  can  write  well;  let  me  fee 
'  your  writing.' 

Behram  had  furni(hed  Aflad  with 
pen,  ink,  and  paper,  as  a  token  of  his 
office,  that  the  q  ueen  might  take  him  for 
what  he  defigned  (lie  (hould. 

The  prince  ftepped  a  little  afide,  and 
wrote  as  follows,  fuitable  to  his  mife- 
jable  circumftances. 

'  The  blind  man  avoids  the  ditch 
into  which  the  clear-lighted  falls. 
Fools  advance  themfe'ves  to  honours 
by  difcourfes  which  fignify  nothing; 
while  men  of  fenfe  and  eloquence 
live  in  poverty  and  contempt.  The 
Muflulman,  with  all  his  riches,  is 
miferable.  The  Infidel  triumphs  :  and 
we  cannot  hope  things  will  be  other- 
wife;  the  Almighty  has  decreed  it 
(hould  be  fo,  and  his  will  is  not  to 
be  altered.' 

Aflad  prefented  the  paper  to  Queen 
T  t  a  Margiana  j 
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Margiana;  who  admired  alike  the  fen- 
tentioufnefs  of  the  thoughts,  ami  the 
goodnefs  of  the  writing.  She  needed 
no  more  to  have  her  heart  fet  on  fire, 
and  to  feel  a  lincere  concern  for  his  mif- 
foi tones.  She  had  no  f'ooner  read  it, 
than  (he  addrefled  hcrfelfto  Behramr 
faying — '  Do  which  you  will;  either 
'  fell  me  this  Have,  or  make  a  prefent 
*  of  him  to  me:  perhaps  it  will  turn 
'  moft  to  your  account  to  do  the  latter.' 
Behram  anCwered  infolently,  that  he 
could  neither  give  nor  fell  him;  that  he 
•wanted  his  (lave,  and  would  keep  him. 
Queen  Margiana,  provoked  at  his 
bolo'nefs,  would  not  talk  to  him  any 
more  about  it.  She  took  the  prince  by 
the  arm,  and  turned  him  before  her  into 
the  palace;  fending  Behram  word,  that 
if  he  flayed  a  night  in  her  port,  fhe 
•would  confiscate  his  goods,  and  burn 
his  (hip.  So  he  was  forced  to  go  back 
to  his  vefTel,  and  prepare  to  put  to  fea 
again,  notwithftanding  the  tempeft  was 
no*  yet  laid. 

Queen  Margiana  commanded  fupper 
to  be  got  ready;  and,  while  it  was  pro- 
viding, (he  ordered  AfTad  to  be  brought 
into  her  apartment,  where  (he  bade  him 
fit  down.     Aflad  would  have  excufed 
himCelf:  '  It  does  not  belong  toa  flave,' 
faid  he,  '  to  prefume  to  this  honour.' 
*  Toa  (lave!'  replied  the  queen;  '  you 
mall  not   be  fo  long:  henceforward 
you  are  no  more  a  (lave.     Sit  down 
near  me,  and  tell   the  ftory  of  your 
life;  for,  by  what  you  wrote,  and  the 
infolence   of  that  flave- merchant,  I 
guefs  there  is  foniething  extiaordi- 
naiy  in  it.' 

Prince  AfTad  obeyed  her;  and,  fitting 
down,  began  thus.  *  Mighty  queen, 
your  rnajefty  is  not  miltaken  in  think- 
ing there  is  fomething  extraordinary 
in  the  (lory  of  my  life;  it  is  indeed 
more  fo  than  you  can  imagine.  The 
ills,  the  incredible  torments,  I  have 
futfered,  and  the  death  to  which  I  was 
devoted,  and  from  which  I  am  deli- 
vered by  your  generofity,  will  (hew, 
when  I  have  related  them,  that  my 
obligation  to  you  is  infinite.  But, 
before  I  enter  into  the  particulars  of 
my  miferies,  which  will  ftike  horror 
into  the  hearts  of  all  who  hear  them 
related,  to  explain  the  occafion  of 
them,  I  muft  trace  the  matter  a  little 
higher,  and  begin  with  the  fource  of 
my  misfortunes.'* 
This  preamble  encreafed  Queen Mar- 


giana'scuriofity.  The  prince  then  told 
her  of  his  royal  b;rth;  of  his  brother 
Amgrad,  and  their  mutual  friendfliip; 
of  their  mother's  criminal  pafiion, 
which,  in  a  night,  turned  into  invete- 
rate hatred,  the  caufe  of  all  their  fuffer- 
ings  ; of  the  king's  rage;  how  miracu- 
loufly  they  Caved  their  Jives;  how  he  loft 
his  brother;  how  he  had  been  impii- 
foned,  tortured,  and  was  only  Cent  then 
to  be  Cacrificed  on  the  Fiery  Moun- 
tain. 

When    AfTad  had   finifhed  his   dif- 

courfe,  the  queen  was  more  than  ever 

enraged  at  the  adorers  of  fire.  '  Prince,* 

faid  (he,   '  though  I  have  always  had 

an    averfion   to  the  adorers  of  fire, 

yet  hitherto   I  have  preferved    fome 

humanity  for  them;  but,  after  their 

barbarous    ufage  of  you,  and  their 

execrable  defign  of  Cacrificing  you,  I 

will  henceforth  declare  perpetual  war 

againft  them.' 

She  would  have  faid  more;  but  fup- 
per being  ferved  up,  hindered  her.  She 
made  Prince  Aflad  fit  down  at  table 
with  her;  being  charmed  with  his  beau  - 
ty  and  eloquence,  and  touched  with  a 
moft"  ardent  pafiion,  which  me  hoped 
fuddenly  to  let  him  know.  *  Prince,* 
Caid  (he,  '  we  mnft  make  you  amends 

*  forfo  many  fafts  and  wretched  meals 
'  which   the    pitileCs    adorers    of   fire 

*  forced  you  to  make;  you  will  want  to 
'  be  nourifhed  after  luch  CufFerings.' 
With  theCe  and  Cuch  like  words  (h«  be- 
gan fupper;  and  ordered  the  prince  to 
be  plied  with  wine,  to  recover  his  Cpi- 
rits;  by  which  means  he  drank  more 
than  he  could  well  bear. 

The  cloth  being  taken  away,  AfTad 
wanting  to  go  out,  watched  his  time 
when  the  queen  did  not  fee  him.  He 
defcended  into  a  court;  and  Ceeing  the 
garden-door  open,  went  into  it.  Being 
tempted  by  the  pleaCantneCs  of  the 
place,  he  walked  there  a  while.  At  laft 
he  came  to  a  fountain,  where  he  warned 
his  face  and  hands  to  refrefli  himfelf; 
and  lying  down  on  fome  grafs-plats 
which  Currounded  the  fountain,  fell 
afleep. 

It  was  almoft  night  :  and  Behram, 
fearing  the  queenwould  do  as  (he  threat- 
ened, had  weighed  anchor,  and  was 
under  fail,  mightily  troubled  at  the  lofs 
of  Aflad,  by  which  he  was  difappointed 
of  a  moft  acceptable  facrifice.  He  com  - 
forted  himfelf  as  well  as  he  could  with 
the  thoughts  that  the  ftorm  was  ove;, 

and 
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and  that  a  land-breeze  favoured  his 
getting  off  from  that  coaft.  He  was 
towed'out  of  the  port;  and,  as  he  was 
hoi  fling  up  more  fail  to  haften  his  courfe, 
he  remembered  he  wanted  fome  frefh 
water,  «  My  lads,'  faid  he  to  the  fea- 
men,  '  we  muftput  to  fhore  again,  and 
«  fill  our  water-calks.*  The  Tailors  ex - 
cufed  themfelves,  for  that  they  did  not 
know  where  to  get  water.  Behram  had 
obferved,  while  he  was  talking  to  the 

Sueen  in  the 'garden,  that  there  was  a 
ountainat  the  end  of  it,  near  the  port. 
Go,'  faid  he,  '  to  fucha  place'of  the 
palace-garden.  The  wall  is  not  above 
bread  high  ;  you  may  eafily  get  over. 
There  is  a  fountain,  where  you  may 
fill  all  your  barrels,  and  hand  them 
on  board  without  difficulty.' 
The  failors  accordingly  went  on  fhore 
at  the  place  he  directed  them  to,  leaped 
over  the  wall,  filled  their  barrels,  and 
eafily  enough    heaved  them  over  alfo 
when  they  returned  to  their  bost. 

As  they  were  filling  the  calks,  they 
perceived  a  man  fleeping  on  the  grafs, 
and  knew  him  to  be  Affad.  They  imme- 
diately divided  themfelves;  and,  while 
fome  of  the  crew  filled  their  barrels, 
others  furrounded  Affad,  and  obferved 
him,  led  he  Ihould  awake,  and  offer  to 
run  away. 

AB  foon  as  they  had  filled  all  their 
caflcs,  they  handed  them  over  the  wall 
to  others  of  their  crew,who  waited  there 
to  carry  them  on  board. 

They  afterwards  feized  AfTad,  and 
bore  him  away,  afleep  as  he  was.  They 
got  over  the  wall  into  their  boat,  and 
rowed  to  the  fhip.  When  they  came 
near  her,  they  cried  out — '  Captain, 
'  found  your  trumpets, beat  your  drums ; 
'  we  have  brought  you  your  flave  again!' 
Behram,  who  could  not  imagine  how 
the  feamen  could  find  and  take  him 
again,  and  did  not  fee  Affad  in  the 
boat,  it  being  night,  waited  their  com- 
ing on  board  with  impatience,  to  alk 
what  they  meant  by  their  fhouts;  but 
feeing  it  was  true,  and  that  they  had 
really  got  him,  he  could  not  contain 
himfelf,  fo  great  was  his  joy.  He  com- 
manded him  to  be  chained  down  again, 
not  ftaying  to  enquire  how  they  came  at 
him  j  and  having  haled  the  boat  on 
board,  fet  fail  for  the  Fiery  Mountain. 

The  fultanefs  ended  her  ftory  here  for 
that  night  j  and  the  next  rcfumed  it  as 
follows. 


NIGHT     CCXXXV. 

SIR, 

I  Left   off  yeflerday,   where  Behram 
had  juft  taken   his  captive,   Prince 
Affad,  and  was  making  the  beft  of  his 
way  to  the  Fiery  Mountain,  overjoyed 
that  he  had  recovered  his  viclim. 

In  the  mean  while,  Queen  Margiana 
was  in  a  dreadful  fright.  She  did  not 
much  concern  herfelf  at  fir  ft,  when  (he 
found  Prince  Affad  was  gone  out,  be- 
caufe  flie did  notdoubt  butthathe would 
return  in  a  little  time.  When  feveral 
minute?,  and  then  an  hour,  were  part, 
without  hearing  any  thing  of  him,  (he 
began  to  be  uneafy,  and  commanded 
her  women  to  look  for  him.  They 
fearched  all  about  without  finding  himj 
and  night  coming,  me  ordered  them  to 
fearch  again  with  torches,  which  they 
did,  and  to  3b  little  purpofe. 

Queen  Margiana  was  fo  impatient 
and  frightened,  that  (lie  went  with  lights 
all  over  the  garden  to  feek  for  him  her- 
felf; and  palling  by  the  fountain,  (he 
faw  a  flipper,  which  me  took  up,  and 
knew  to  i^e  Prince  Affad's  :  her  women 
alfo  faid  that  it  was  his;  and  the  wa- 
ter being  fpilled  about  the  cittern  in 
which  the  fountain  played,  made  her 
believe  that  Behram  had  carried  him 
off  again.  She  fent  immediately  to  lee 
if  he  was  ftill  in  the  port;  and  hearing 
that  he  had  fet  fail  a  little  before  it  was 
dark,  and  that  he  flopped  fome  time  off 
the  fhore,  while  he  fent  his  boat  for 
water  from  the  fountain,  (lie  doubled 
no  longer  of  the  prince's  ill  fortune. 
So  flie  commanded  the  commodore  of 
ten  men  of  war,  who  lay  ready  in  the 
port  to  fail  as  occalion  required,  to  pre- 
pare to  put  to  fea,  for  that  (he  would 
embark  herfelf  the  next  morning  as 
foon  as  it  was  day.  The  commodore 
ordered  the  captains  and  fubaltcrns,  fea- 
men and  foldiers,  on  board,  and  was 
ready  to  fail  at  the  time  appointed.  She 
embarked,  as  fhe  faid  (he  would  ;  and, 
when  the  fquadron  was  at  fea,  told  the 
commodore  what  was  her  intention. 
Make  all  the  fail  you  can,'  faid  (lie, 
and  give  chace  to  the  merchantman 
that  failed  yellerday  out  of  this  port: 
I  give  it  to  you  to  be  plundered,  if  you 
take  it ;  if  not,  your  life  fliall  anivver 
it.' 

The  ten  (hips  chafed  Behram's  two 
days 
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days  entire,  and  could  not  come  near 
her:  th*  third  day  they  got  up  with  her, 
and  encompaffed  her  fo  about,  that  fhe 
could  not  efcape  them. 

As  foon  as  cruel  Behram  faw  the  ten 
men  of  war,  he  did  not  doubt  but  it  was 
^y_een  Margiana's  fquadron  in  purfuit. 
efnim;  and  upon  that  he  ordered  Af- 
fad  to  be  baftinadoed,  which  he  did  every 
day,  and  had  not  once  mifTe  1  treating 
him  fo  barbaroufly  fince  he  left  the  port 
of  the  city  of  Magicians.  On  fight  of 
thefe  (hips,  he  treated  him  more  cru- 
elly than  before.  He  was  very  much 
puzzled  what  to  do  when  he  found  he 
was  enco-mpaffed  about.  To  keep  Af- 
fad  was  to  declare  himfelf  guilty;  to  kill 
him  was  as  dangerous,  for  he  feared 
fome  token  of  it  might  be  feenj  he 
therefore  commanded  him  to  be  unfet- 
tered, and  brought  from  the  bottom  of 
the  hold,  where  he  lay.  When  he  came 
before  him — c  It  is  thou,'  faid  he,  'who 
*  art  the  eaufe  of  my  being  purfued;' 
and  upon  that  he  flung  him  into  the  fea. 

Prince  Affad,  knowing  how  to  fwim, 
got  fate  to  {bore.  The  firft  thing  he 
did, after  he  landed,  was  to  thank  Hea- 
Ten,  who  had  delivered  him  from  fo 
great  a  danger,  and  once  more  relcued 
liim  out  of  the  hands  of  the  adorers  of 
fiie.  He  then  ftripped  himfelf j  and 
Bringing  the  water  out  of  his  cloaths, 
lie  fpread  them  on  a  rock,  where,  by  the 
beat  of  the  fun  and  the  rock  together, 
they  foon  dried.  After  which  he  lay 
f^own  to  red  himfelf,  deploring  his  mi- 
ferable  condition,  not  knowing  in  what 
country  he  was,  nor  where  to  turn  him- 
Ke  refreshed  himfelf  as  well  as 
fee  could  with  wild  fruits  and  fair  wa- 
ter, and  then  went  on  his  way,  keep- 
ing as  near  the  fea-fideas  he  could.  At 
Ja(t  he  came  to  a  fort  of  path,  which 
he  followed,  and  travelled  ten  days 
through  a  country  which  was  not  in- 
habited, (till  living  on  herbs,  plants, 
and  fruits.  On  the  eleventh  day  he 
'approached  near  a  city,  which  he  knew 
to  be  that  of  the  Magicians,. where  he 
had  been  fo  ill  ufed,  and  where  his 
brother  Amgrad  was  grand  vizier.  He 
was  very  glad  of  it,  refolving  not  to 
come  near  any  oneof  theadorers  of  fire, 
but  only  to  converfe  with  Muflulmen; 
for  he  remembered  he  had  feen  fome  the 
f.rft  time  he  entered  the  town.  It  being 
late,  and  he  knowing  the  (hops  were 
already  (hut,  and  few  people  in  the 
ftreets,  he  refolved  to  ftay  in  a  church- 


yard near  the  city,  where  there  were  fe- 
veral  tombs  built  in  the  form  of  mau- 
foleums:  he  found  the  door  of  one  of 
them  open;  he  entered  it,  and  defigned 
to  pafs  th<-  night  there. 

We  muft  now  return  to  Bertram's 
(hip,  which  was  foon  furrounded  on  all 
fides  by  Queen  Margiana's  fq.uadron, 
after  he  hat.  thrown  Prince  AfTao  over- 
board. Queen  Margiana's  fljip,  in 
which  me  was  in  perfonr  firll  boarded 
him;  and  Behram,  being  in  no  condi- 
tion of  defence  againft  fo  many,  low- 
ered her  fails  as  atoken  of  his  yielding. 
The  queen  herfelf  came  on  board 
him,  and  demanded  of  him  where  the 
clerk  was  whom  he  had  the  boldnefs  to 
take  away  from  her  out  of  her  very  pa- 
lace. Behram  replied — *  O  queen,  I 
*  fwear  before  your  majefty,  that  he  is 
'  not  in  my  (hip;  you  will,  by  fearch- 
'  ing  it,  fee  my  innocence.' 

Margiana  ordered  the  /hip  to  be 
fearched  as  narrowly  as  poflible;  but  flie 
could  not  find  the  man  whom  (he  fo 
paffionately  longed  to  recover  ;  as  well 
out  of  love  to  him,  as  out  of  that  ge- 
nerofity  which  was  her  diftinguiftimg 
characler.  She  was  going  to  kill  Beb- 
ram  with  her  own  band;  which  (he, 
however,  did  not;  contenting  herfelf 
with  feizing  his  (hip  and  cargo,  and 
turning  him  and  his  men  on  fhore. 

Behram  and  his  feamen  arrived  at 
the  city  of  the  Magicians  the  fa.ne  night 
that  A/Tad  did,  and  flopped  at  the  fame 
church-yard,  the  city  gates  being  (hut, 
intending  to  (ray  in  fome  tomb  till  the 
next-day,  when  they  were  opened  again. 
As  Affad's  ill  luck  would  have  it, 
Behram  lighted  upon  that  in  which  the 
prince  was  deeping,  with  his  head  wrap- 
ped up  in  his  coat.  A(fad  awoke  at 
the  noife  he  made,  and  afked — '  Who's 
«  there?' 

Behram  knew  him   again  prefently. 
Hah,  hah!'  faid  he,    '  thou  art  the 
man  who  hall  been  my  ruin  for  ever: 
thou  haft  efcaped  being  facrificed  this 
year;  but,  depend  upon  it,  thou  (halt 
not  efcape  the  next.'    Saying  this,  he 
flew  upon  him,  clapped  his   handker- 
chief in  his  mouth  to  prevent  his  mak- 
ing a  noife,  and  by  the  help  of  his  fea- 
men bound  him. 

The  next  morning,  as  foon  as  the 
city  gates  were  open,  Behram  and  his 
men  eafily  carried  Affad  to  the  old 
man's  houfe  where  he  had  been  fo  in- 
humanly treated.  It  was  fo  early,  that 

they 
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they  met  nobody  in  the  Greets;  and  when 
became  to  'he  olci  man's  houfe,  he  was 
again  thrown  into  the  dungeon.  Beh- 
ram  acquainted  the  wizzard  with  the  lad 
occafion  of  his  return,  and  the  ill  fuc- 
ccfs  of  h)«  voyage;  the  old  rafcal,  upon 
this,  commanded  his  two  furies,  Bof- 
tava  and  Cavama,  to  treat  him  more 
cruelty  than  before,  if  poffible. 

AfTid  was  in  a  terrible  furprize  to 
find  himfelf  in  the- hands  of  his  old 
peifecutors,  from  whom  had  fufFered 
fo  much,  and  hoped  that  he  had  been 
delivered:  he  lamented  the  rigour  of 
his  dettiny,  and  trembled  when  he  faw 
Boftava  enter  with  a  cudgel,  a  loaf,  and 
a  pitcher  of  water  5  he  was  almoft  dead 
at  the  fight  of  that  unmerciful  wretch, 
and  the  thoughts  of  the  daily  fufferings 
he  was  to  endure  for  another  year,  when 
he  was  to  die  the  rnoft  horrible  death. 


The  Sultanefs  Scheherazade,  atthefe 
words,  perceived  the  approach  of  day, 
which  interrupted  her  ftory  for  the  pre- 
fent;  but  the  next  night  fhe  continued 
it  to  the  Sultan  of  the  Indies  in  the 
following  manner. 


NIG  H  T    CCXXXVI. 


BOSTAVA  dealed  not  fo   inhu- 
manly by  Prince  Aflad  as  fhe  had 
dont-  the  h'rft  time  of  his  confinement ; 
his  cries,  complaints,  and  moft  earn'eft 
prayers   to  her    to   fparc  him,     joined 
with  his  tears,  were  fo  moving,  that 
fhe  could    not   help   being   melted   by 
them,  and  to  weep  as  bitterly  as  him- 
it-lf.  '  My  lord,'  faid  fhe,  covering  his 
flioulilers,    which    were  always    bare 
while  he  was  under  the  baitinado,  *  I 
alTc  a  thoufand  pardons  for  my  inhu- 
man treatment  of  you  formerly,  and 
for  what  you  felt  at  this  time.    Till 
now  I  was  afraid  of  di (obeying  a  fa- 
ther who  is  unjuftly  enraged   a  gain  ft 
yon,   and  refolved  on   your  detiruc- 
tion  5  but,  at  laft,  I  loath  and  abhor 
this  barbarity.    Be  comforted  ;   your 
bad  days  are  over;   I  will  endeavour 
to  make  amends  for  all  my  crimes, 
the  enormity  of  which,  by  my  future 
behaviour,  you   will  find  I  am  con- 
vinced of.   You  have  hitherto  looked 
oil  me  as  an  Infidel  j  but  having  been 


converted  by  a  {lave  who  is  a  MuiTu«- 
man,  you  muft  henceforth  believe  me 
one  of  your  own    religion.     I  hope 
your  lefTons  will  finilh  my  conver- 
fion.     To  (hew  my  good  intentions, 
I  firft  beg  pardon  of  Heaven  for  my 
fins  in  dealing  fo  cruelly  by  you  ;  and 
I  truft  that  it  will  be  put  in  my  power 
to  let  you  entirely  at  liberty.'' 
The  prince  was  tranfported  to  hear 
her  talk  at  this  rate:    he  thanked  the 
Almighty  for  the  change  worked  upon 
her,  and  for  touching  the  heart  of  {9 
barbarous  a  creature  ;  he  alfo  thanked 
her  for  her  good  difpofition  toward* 
him,  and  omitted  no  arguments  whick 
hethought  would  have  any  effect  to  con- 
firm her  in  hernewreligion.  As  a  proof 
of  the  confidence  he  repofed  in  her,  lie 
gave  her  an  account  of  his  high  birth, 
together  with  a  relation  of  all  his  ad- 
ventures to  that  period.     When  he  be- 
gan to  believe  that  (he  was  in  earned, 
he  afked  her  how  fhe  could  hinder  her 
fitter  Cavarm's  treating  him  fo  bar- 
baroufly  as  fhe  ufed  to  do.     *  Let  nut 

*  that  trouble  you,'  replied  Boftava; 
'  1  know  how  to  order  matters  foas  ilic 

*  fhall  never  come  near  you.' 
According  to  promife,  fhe  every  day 

prevented  her  going  down  to  the  dun- 
geon, where  fiie  often  vifited  the  prince; 
and,  intfead  of  carrying  him  bread  and 
water,  fhe  brought  him  the  beft  win*;, 
and  thechoiceft  vi&uals  fhe  could  g<*, 
which  were  provided  by  her  Mahometan 
flave.  She  very  often  ate  and  drank 
with  him  herfelf,  and  did  her  utmoft 
to  render  his  confinement  as  eafy  as 
poflible, 

A  few  days  after,  as  Boflava  was 
ftandingat  her  father's  door,  fhe  heard 
the  common  crier  making  proclama- 
tion, but  was  at  too  great  a  diftance  to' 
hear  diftinctly  what  it  was  about.  Hav- 
ing finifhed  his  harangue,  he  came 
nearer  to  her  father's  houfe,  to  repeat  it 
again,  when  fhe  drew  back  ;  and,  as 
fhe  flood  holding  the  door  half-open 
with  her  hand,  fhe  perceived  that  the 
Crier  marched  before  the  grand  vizier 
Amgrad,  brother  to  Affad,  who  was 
accompanied  by  feveral  officers,  with 
attendants  walking  both  before  and 
behind  him. 

The  crier,  going  a  few  fteps  from  the 
houfe,  repeated  the  proclamation^  witli 
a  loud  voice,  as  follows. 

*  The  moll  excellent  and  illuftrious 
*  lord 
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lord  the  grand  vizier  is  come  in  per- 
fbn  to  feek  for  his  dear  .brother,  from 
whom  he  was  feparated  about  a  year 
ago:  he  is  a  young  man,  and  hand- 
fomely  made.  If  any  perfon  has  him 
in  keeping,  or  knows  where  he  is, 
his  excellency  commands  that  they 
bring  him  forth,  or  give  hi  in  notice 
where  he  (hall  find  him,  promifing  a 
great  reward  to  the  perfon  who  (hall 
io  do.  If  any  one  conceals  him,  and 
it  be  found  out,  his  excellency  de- 
clares, that  he  or  they  (hall  be  pu- 
niftied  with  death,  together  with  his 
or  their  children,  and  all  who  belong 
to  him  ;  and  his  or  their  houfe  or 
houfes  (hall  be  razed  entirely  to  the 
ground.* 

Boftava  had  no  fooner  heard  this, 
than  (he  inftantly  (hut  the  door,  and 
ran  as  faft  as  (he  could  to  the  dungeon, 
to  inform  Aflad  of  it.  '  Prince,'  laid 
ihe  with  ]oy,  *  your  troubles  are  at  an 
'  end!  Follow  me;  come  immediately, 

•  and  be  free'/     She  having  taken  off 
his  fetters  feveral  days  before,  the  prince 
followed  herinto  the  itreet;  where,  quite 
tranfported  with  what  (he  had  done,  (lie 
cried — 'There!  there  I' 

The  grand  vizier,  who  was  not  far 
from  the  houfe,  hearing  her  clamours, 
returned.  Affad,  knowing  him  to  be 
his  brother,  ran  to  him,  and  embraced 
himj  which  Amgrad,  who  prefently 
found  it  to  be  his  brother  Aflad,  re- 
turned with  all  poflible  ter  lernefs;  and 
then,  making  him  mount  one  of  his 
officer's  horfes,  who  alighted  for  that 
purpofe,  conducted  him  to  the  palace, 
where  he  prefented  him  to  the  king, 
by  whom  he  was  advanced  to  the  poft 
of  a  vizier. 

Boftava  would  not  return  to  her  fa- 
ther's houfe,  which  was  the  next  day 
razed  to  the  ground,  but  kept  Prince 
Aflad  in  fight  j  and,  for  the  fervice  (he 
had  done  him,  was  admitted  into  the 
queen's  fervice. 

The  old  man  her  father,  and  Behram , 
were  brought  before  the  king;  who 
condemning  them  and  all  their  families 
to  be  beheaded,  they  threw  themfelves 
at  his  feet,  and  implored  his  mercy. 
'  There  is  no  mercy  for  you  to  expect,' 
faid  the  king,  *  unlefs  you  renounce 

*  your  adoring  of  fire,  and  profefs  the 
'  Mahometan  religion.' 

They  accepted  the  conditions,  and 
were  paidoned  at  the  intercellion  of 


Aflad,  in  confideration  of  Boftava'* 
friendlhip;  for  whofe  fake  Cavama's 
life,  and  the  lives  of  the  reft  of  their 
families,  were  faved. 

Amgrad,  to  reward  Behram  for  turn- 
ing Muflulman,  and  recornpenfe   him 
for  his  lofles,  made  him  one  of  his  offi- 
cers,   and   lodged   him    in    his   houfe. 
Behram   being   informed  of  Amgrad 
and   his  brother  Aflad's  ftoiies,  pro- 
pofed  to  his  benefaclor  to  fit  him  a  veflel 
to  convey  them  to  their  father  King 
Camaralzaman's  court :  'For,'  faid  he, 
the  king  muft  certainly  have  heard  of 
your  innocence,  and  impatiently  de- 
fire  to  fee  you  ere  this  :  otherwiie  we 
can   eafily   inform   ourfelves  of  the 
truth  before  we  land  ;  and  if  he  is 
dill  in  the  fame  mind,  you  can  but 
return  hither/ 

The  two  brothers  liking  the  pro- 
pofal,  communicated  it  to  the  King  of 
the  city  of  the  Magicians,  who  ap- 
proved of  it,  and  commanded  a  (hip  to 
be  equipped  fortha-t  purpofe.  Behram 
undertook  the  employment  chearfully  ; 
and,  being  mafter  of  the  art  of  naviga- 
tion and  maritime  affairs,  he  foon  got 
in  readinefs  to  fail.  The  two  princes, 
when  they  underftood  that  the  (hip  was 
ready,  waited  upon  the  king  one  morn- 
ing to  take  their  leave  of  him.  While 
they  were  reciprocally  parting  their 
compliments  on  that  occafion,  they  were 
interrupted  by  a  great  nolle  and  tumult 
in  the  city;  and  prefently  an  officer 
came  to  give  them  notice  that  a  nume- 
rous army  was  advanciag  againft  the 
city,  nobody  knowing  who  they  were, 
or  from  whence  they  came. 

The  king  being  mightily  alarmed  at 
the  news,  Amgrad  addrefled  himfelf  to 
him  thus :  *  Sir,  though  I  am  come  to 
refign  into  your  majefty's  hands  the 
dignity  of  your  firft  minifter,  with, 
which  you  were  pleafed  to  honour 
me,  I  am,  however,  ready  to  do  you 
all  the  fervice  that  lies  in  my  power  : 
I  defire,  therefore,  that  you  would  be 
pleafed  to  let  me  go  and  fee  who  this 
enemy  is,  that  conges  to  attack  you  in 
your  capital  city,  without  having  firft 
declared  war.' 

The  king  praying  him  to  do  fo,  Am- 
grad, with  a  very  fmall  retinue,  parted 
from  him  immediately,  to  fee  what  ene- 
my approached,  and  to  know  the  reafon 
of  their  coming. 

It  was  not  long  before  Prince  Am- 
grad 
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grad  defcried  the  army ;  which  approach- 
ing  nearer  and  nearer,  the  foremoft  re- 
ceived him  favourably,  and  conduced 
him  totheirprincefs, who  (topped  herfelf, 
and  commanded  her  army  to  halt,  while 
(he  diicourfed  with  the  prince;  who, 
bowing  profoundly  to  her,  demanded 
if  (he  came  as  a  friend  or  an  enemy;  if 
as  an  enemy,  whnt  caufe  of  complaint 
fne  had  agamft  the  king  his  mafter. 

'  I  come  as  a  friend,'  replied  the 
princefs  ;  '  and  have  nothing  to  com- 
plain of  againft  the  King  of  the  city 
of  the  Magicians  :  his  territories  and 
mine  are  fo  (Ituatsd,  that  it  is  almoft 
irnpoflible  for  our  fubjecls  to  quarrel 
with  one  another,  or  we  ourfelves  to 
have  any  difputes.  I  only  come  to  re- 
quire a  flave,  named  AflTad,  to  be  de- 
livered up  tome:  he  was  carried  away 
by  one  Behram,  a  captain  of  a  (hip, 
the  mod  infolent  man  in  the  world. 
I  hope  your  king  will  do  me  juftice, 
efpecially  when  he  knows  that  I  am 
Queen  Margiana.' 
The  prince  anfwered  —  '  Mighty 
queen!  the  flave  whom  you  take  fo 
much  pains  to  feek  for  is  my  brother; 
I  loft  him,  and  have  found  him  again. 
Come,  Madam,  I  will  deliver  him  up 
to  you  myfelf ;  and  will  do  myfelf 
the  honour  to  tell  you  the  reft  of  the 
ftory  as  we  go  to  the  king  my  ma- 
fter's  palace,  who  will  rejoice  to  fee 
you.' 

The  queen  ordered  her  army  to  pitch 
their  tents,  and  encamp  where  they 
were ;  and  then  accompanied  Prince 
Amgrad  to  the  city  and  palace-royal, 
where  he  prefented  her  to  the  king,  who 
received  her  as  became  his  dignity  and 
hers.  Affad,  who  was,  prefent,  and 
knew  her  as  foon  as  he  faw  her,  alfo 
paid  his  duty  to  her;  and,  at  the  fight 
of  him,  me  (hewed  all  the  marks  of 
tranfportingjoy.  While  they  were  thus 
bufied,  news  came  that  an  army,  more 
powerful  than  theformer,  was  approach- 
ing on  another  fide  of  the  city. 

The  King  of  the  Magicians,  under - 
ftanding  that  the  fecond  army  was  more 
numerous  than  the  firft,  was  frightened 
to  a  greater  degree  than  before}  for  the 
duft  they  made  raifed  clouds  in  the  air, 
which  almoft  obfcured  the  face  of  the 
heavens.  '  Amgrad,'  cried  he,  *  what 
'  mall  we  do  now  ?  A  new  army  comes 
'  to  deftroy  us  !'  Amgrad,  guefling 
what  the  king  would  have  of  him,  in- 
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ftantly  mounted  "his  horfe  again,  and 
galloped  towards  the  fecond  army.  He 
demanded  of  the  advanced  guards  to 
fpeak  with  their  general:  they  conducted 
him  to  their  king;  for  fuch  He  perceived 
him  to  be  by  the  crown  which  he  had 
on  his  head.  When"  he  drew  near  him, 
he  threw  himfeif  on  the  ground,  and 
afked  what  he  would  have  with  the  king 
his  mafter. 

The  monarch  replied—*  I  am  Gal- 
our,  King  of  China.  My  defire  to 
learn  fome  tidings  of  a  daughterwhofe 
name  is  Badoura,  whom  I  married  to 
Camaralzamari,  fon  of  Schahzaman. 
King  of  the  ifles  of  the  Children  of 
Khaledan,  obliged  me  to  leave  my 
dominions.  I  fuffered  that  prince  to 
go  and  fee  his  father  King  Schahza- 
man, on  condition  that  he  c^rne  back, 
in  a  year  with  my  daughter  j  but 
hate  waited  impatiently  ever  fince 
without  ever  hearing  any  thing  of 
them.  Your  king  will  lay  an  infinite 
obligation  on  an  afflifled  father,  by 
telling  him  if  he  knows  what  is  be- 
come of  them.' 

Prince  Amgrad,  perceiving  by  his 
difcourfe  that  the  king  was  his  grand- 
father, kiffed  his  hand  with  tendernefs, 
and  anfwered  him  thus :  *  I  hope  your 
majefty   will    pardon    my   freedom, 
when  you  know  that  I  take  it  only 
to  pay  my  duty  to  my  grandfather  ! 
I  am  the  fon  of  Camaralzaman,  King 
of  the  ifle  of  Ebene,  and  of  Queen 
Badoura,    for    whom  you  are  thus 
troubled:   and  I  doubt  not  but  they 
are  both  in  good  health  in  their  king- 
dom.' 

The  King  of  China,  overjoyed  to  fee 
his  grandfon,  embraced  him  with  ex- 
traordinary affeftion  :  fuch  a  meeting, 
fo  happy  and  unexpected,   drew  tears 
from  them  both.    The  king  enquiring 
on  what  occafion  he  came  into  a  ftrange 
country,  the  prince  told  him  all  that  had 
happened  to  him  and  his  brother  Aflad. 
When  he  had  ended  his  relation—'  My 
fon,'  replied  the  King  of  China,  *  it 
is  not  juft  that  fuch  innocent  princes 
as  you  are  (hould  be  longer  ill  ufed. 
Comfort  yourfelf ;  I  will  carry  you 
and  your  brother  home,  and  make 
your  peace.     Return,  and  acquaint 
your  brother  with  my  arrival.' 
While  the  King  of  China  encamped 
in  the  fame  place  where  Prince  Amgrad 
met  him,  that  prince  returned  to  let 
U  u  the 
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the  King  of  the  Magi  dans,  who  waited 
for  him  impatiently,  know  how  he  had 
fucceeded. 

The  king  was  amazed,  that  fo  mighty 
a  monarch  as  the  King  of  China  fhould 
undertake  fuch  a  long  and  troublefome 
Journey  out  of  a  defire  to  fee  his  daugh- 
ter; and,  feeing  that  he  was  fo  near  his 
capital,  he  gave  orders  to  make  things 
ready  for  his  reception,  and  went  forth 
to  meet  him. 

While  thefe  things  were  tranfafting, 
a  great  duft  was  feen  from  another  quar- 
ter of  the  town  j  and  fuddenly  news 
came  of  the  arrival  of  a  third  army, 
which  obliged  the  king  to  ftop,  and  to 
defire  Prince  Amgrad  once  more  to  go 
and  fee  who  they  were,  and  on  what  ac- 
count they  came. 

Amgrad  accordingly  went,  accom- 
panied by  Prince  AfFad.  They  found 
it  was  Camaralzaman  their  father's 
army,  with  whom  he  was  coming  to 
feek  for  them.  He  was  fo  grieved  for  the 
lofs  of  his  fons,  that  Emir  Giendar  at 
laft  declared  how  he  had  faved  their 
lives,  and  towards  what  country  the 
two  princes  had  travelled. 

The  fad  father  embraced  them  both 
with  tears  of  joy,  which  put  an  end  to 
thofe  he  had  a  long  time  (bed  for  grief. 
The  princes  had  no  fooner  told  him  that 
the  King  of  China,  his  father-in-law, 
was  arrived,  than  he  detached  nimfelf 
from  the  grand  army,  and  with  a  fmall 
party,  among  whom  were  his  own  fans, 
rode  to  wait  upon  him  in  his  camp. 
They  had  not  gone  far,  before  they  faw 
a  fourth  army  advancing,  which  feemed 
to  come  from  the  Perfia  f^de. 

Camaralzaman  bid  the  two  princes 
go  and  fee  what  army  it  was,  and  in 
the  meanwhile  he  would  ftay  for  them. 
They  departed  immediately}  and  com- 
ing up  to  it,  were  prefented  to  the  king  j 
of  whom,  after  having  faluted  him  with 
due  reverence,  they  demanded  on  what 
defign  he  approached  fo  near  the  King 
of  the  Magicians  capital.  The  grand 
vizier,  who  was  prefent,  anfwered,  in 
the  name  of  the  king  his  matter—4  The 

monarch  to  whom  you  fpeak  is  Schah- 


zaman,  King  of  the  ifles  of  the  Chil- 
dren of  Kha'.edan,  who  has  a  long 
time  travelled,  thus  attended,  to  feck 
his   fon  Prince  Camaralzaman,  who 
left  his  dominions  many  years  ago. 
If  you  know  any  thing  of  him,  you 
cannot  oblige  him  more  than  to  ac- 
quaint him  with  it.' 
The  princes  only  replied,  that  they 
would  bring  him  an  anfwer  in  a  little 
time;   and,  galloping  back  as  fad  as 
they  could,  told  Camaralzaman  that  it 
was  King  Schahzaman's  army,  and  that 
his  father  was  with  it  in  perfon. 

Wonder,  furprize,  joy,  and  grief,  at 
having  left  the  king  his  father  without 
taking  leave  of  him,  had  fuch  an  effect 
on  King  Camaralzaman,  that  he  fell 
into  a  fwoon  as  foon  as  he  heard  that 
he  was  fo  near.  Prince  Amgrad  and 
Prince  Aflad  ufed  every  pofiible  means 
to  recover  him  j  which  they  having  at 
laft  effected,  he  hrafted  to  his  father's 
tentj'-jfnd  threw  himfelf  at  his  feet. 

Never  was  there  a  more  moving  in- 
terview:  Schahzaman  kindly  comptain- 
ed  of  Camaralzaman's  unkindnefs  in  fo 
cruelly  leaving  him  ;  and  Camaralza- 
man di (covered  a  hearty  forrow  for  the 
fault  he  had  committed. 

The  three  kings  and  Queen  Margi- 
ana  ftaid  three  days  at  the  court  of  the 
King  of  the  Magicians,  who  treated 
them  magnificently.  Thefe  three  days 
were  rendered  the  more  remarkable  by 
Prince  AfTad's  marriage  with  Queen 
Margiana,  and  Prince  Amgrad's  with 
Boftava,  for  the  fervice  fhe  had  done  his 
brother  Aflad. 

At  laft  the  three  kings,  and  Queen 
Margiana,  with  Prince  Affad  her  huf- 
band,  went  to  their  feveral  kingdoms. 
As  for  Amgrad,  the  King  of  the  Ma- 
gicians had  inch  a  love  for  him,  that  he 
would  not  part  with  him;  and,  being 
very  old,  herefigned  his  crown  to  him. 
King  Amgrad,  when  he  had  the  fu- 
preme  authority,  did  his 'utmoft  to  ex- 
terminate the  worfhip  of  fire,  and  efta- 
blifh  the  Mahometan  religion  through- 
out all  his  territories. 


END    OF    THE    SECOND    VOLUME, 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


THE  readers  of  the  two  nVft  volumes  of  thefe  Tales  were  tired 
with  the  interruptions  v-hich  Dinarzade  gave  them:   this  defect 
is  now  remedied;  and  they  wiit  meet  with  no  more  interruptions  at  the 
end  of  every  Night.     It  is  fufficient  to  know  the  Arabian  author's 
defign  who  firii  made  this  collection. 

There  are  of  thefe  Arabian  Tales,  where  neither  Scheherazade,  v 
Sultan  Schahriar,  Dinarzade,  nor  any  diiUnclion  by  Nights,  are  men- 
tioned; which  mews  that  all  the  Arabians  have  not  approved  of  the 
method  which  this  author  has  ufed,  and  that  a  great  number  of  them 
have  been  fatigued  with  thefe  repetitions.  Care  has  been  taken  to 
reform  this  in  the  following  tranflation;  but,  without  mentioning  any 
other  reafons,  there  were  fo  many  and  fo  great  difficulties  found  in  the 
proceeding  in  that  way,  that  we  were,  in  a  manner,  obliged  to  alter 
our  method. 

The  reader  muft  therefore  be  acquainted,  that  Scheherazade  now 
goes  on  always  without  being  interrupted. 
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THE    STORY    OF    NOUREDDIN,    AND 
THE  FAIR  PERSIAN. 

ALSORA  was  for  many 
years  the  capital  of  a 
kingdom  tributary  to  the 

W  caliphs   of  Arabia.   The 
king  who  governed  it  in 
the  days  of  the   Caliph 
Haroun  Alrafchid  was  named  Zinchi. 
They  were  both  coufins,  the  fons  of  two 
brothers.    Zinchi,  not  thinking  it  pro. 
per  to  commit  the  adminiftration  of  his 
affairs  to  one  fmgle  vizier,  made  choice 
of  two,  Khacan  and  Saouy. 

Khacan  was  of  a  fweet,  generous, 
and  affable  Jemper,  and  took  a  wonder- 
ful pride  in  obliging  thofe  with  whom 
he  had  any  concern,  to  the  utmoft  of 
his  power,  without  the  leaft  hindrance 
or  prejudice  to  juftice,  whenever  it  was 
demanded  of  him}  fo  that  hewasuni- 
verfally  refpecled,  both  at  court,  in  the 
city,  and  throughout  the  whole  king- 
dom; and  every  body's  mouth  was  full 
of  the  praifes  he  fo  highly  o'eferved. 

Saouy  was  of  a  quite  different  cha- 
racter: he  was  always  fullen  and  mo- 
rofe,  and  treated  every  body  after  a  dif- 
refpe&ful  manner,  without  any  regard 
to  their  rank  or  quality.  Inftead  of 
making  himfelf  beloved  and  admired 
for  his  riches,  he  was  fo  perfect  a  mifer, 
that  he  denied  himfelf  the  neceflaries  of 
life.  In  mort,  nobody  could  endure 
him;  and  if  ever  any  thing  was  faid  to 
him,  to  be  fure,  it  was  fomething  of 
ill.  But  what  encreafed  the  peoples 
hatred  againft  him  the  more,  was  his 


implacable  averfion  to  Khacan;  always 
interpreting  in  the  worft  fenfe  the  ac- 
tions cf  that  worthy  minifter,  and  en- 
deavouring  to  do  him  all  the  ill  offices 
imaginable  with  the  king. 

One  day,  after  council,  the  King  of 
Balfora  diverted  himfelf  with  his  twe 
viziers,  and  fome  other  members  of  the 
council.  They  fell  into  difcourfe  about 
the  women- flaves,  who  with  us  are 
daily  bought  and  fold,  and  are  almoft 
reckoned  in  the  fame  rank  with  our 
\yives.  Some  were  of  opinion,  that  it 
was  fufficient,  if  the  flave  that  one  pur- 
chafed  was  beautiful  and  well-lhaped, 
to  make  us  amends  for  the  wives,  which 
very  often,  upon  the  account  of  alli- 
ance, or  intei'cil  in  families,  we  are 
forced  to  marry,  who. are  not  always 
the  greateft  beauties,  nor  miftrefles  of 
any  real  perfection,  either  of  body  or 
mind. 

Others  maintained,  and  amongft  the 
reft  Khacan,  that  neither  beauty,  nor 
a  thoufand  other  charming  perfections 
of  the  body,  were  the  only  things  to  be 
coveted  in  a  miftrefs  ;  but  they  ought 
to  be  accompanied  with  a  great  deal  of 
wit,  prudence,  modefty,  and  agreeable- 
nefs  ;  and,  if  poflib!e,  abundance  of 
fenfe  and  penetration.  The  reafon  they 
gave  for  it  was,  that  nothing  in  the 
world  could  be  more  agreeable  to  per- 
fons  on  whom  the  management  of  im- 
portant affairs  depend,  than,  after  hav- 
ing fpent  the  day  in  that  fatiguing  em- 
ployment, to  have  a  companion  in  their 
retirement,  whofe  converfation  is  not 
only  agreeable,  but  ufeful  and  divert- 
ing ;  «  F.or,  in  fliortj'  continued  they, 
'  there 
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there  is  but  little  difference  bet-ween 
brutes  and  thofe  men  who  keep  a 
mitfrefs  only  to  look  upon  her,  and 
gratify  a  pafTion  that  we  have  in  com- 
mon with  them.' 

The  king  was  entirely  of  their  opi- 
nion who  fpokeJaft;and  he  quickly  gave 
feme  dernonftration  of  if,  by  ordering 
K.hacan  to  buy  him   a   (lave,  one  that 
was  a  perfect  beauty,  miftrefs  of  all 
thofe  qualifications  they  had  juft  men* 
tioned,  and  efpecially  very  ingenious. 
Saouy,  jealous  of  the  honour  the  king 
had  done  Khacan,  and  vexed  at  his  be- 
ing of  a  contrary  opinion — *  Sir,'  faid 
hex  « it  will  be  very  difficult  to  find  a 
{lave   fo  accomplifhed  as.  to   anfwer 
your  majefty's  demand;  and,  (hould 
they  light    upon   fuch    a  one,    as  I 
fcavce  believe  they  will,  me  will  be  a 
cheap  bargain  at  ten  thoufand  pieces 
of  gold.' — '  Saouy,'  replied  the  king, 
I  perceive  plainly,  you  think  it  too 
gieata  fum  :  it  may  be  fo  for  you, 
though   not  for  me.'     Then  turning 
to  the  chief  treafurer,  he  ordered  him  to 
fend  the  ten  thoufand  pieces  of  gold  to 
the  vizier's  boufe. 

Khacan,  as  foon  as  he  came  home, 
fer.t  for  all  the  courtiers  who  ufed  to 
deal  in  women-Haves,  and  ftrictly  charg- 
ed them,  that  if  ever  they  met  with  a  Have 
that  anfwered  the  defcription  he  gave 
them,  they  mould  come  and  acquaint 
him  with  it.  The  courtiers,  partly  to 
oblige  the  vizier,  and  partly  for  their 
own  intereft,  prom i fed  to  ule  their  ut- 
inoft  endeavours  to  find  out  one  to  his 
liking.  Accordingly,  there  was  fcarce 
%  day  parted,  but  they  brought  him  one, 
yet  he  always  found  fome  fauhorother 
with  them. 

One  day,  as  Khacan  was  getting  on 
horfeback  very  early  in  the  morning,  to 
go  to  court,  a  courtier  came  to  him,  and 
with  a  great  deal  of  eagerneis  catching 
hold  of  the  ftirrup,  toid  him  there  was 
a  Peiiian  merchant  arrived  very  late  the 
chy  before,  who  had  a  (lave  to  fell, 
fo  furpiizingly  beautiful,  that  (he  ex- 
celled all  women  that  his  eyes  had  ever 
beheld:  'And  as  for  her  parts  and  katn- 

*  ing,'  added  he, '  the  merchant  engages 

*  fhe  fhall  cope  with  the  fine  ft  wits  and 

*  the  moft  knowing  perfons  of  the  aye.' 
Khacan,    ovei  joyed     at     this    news, 

which  made  him  hope  for  a  favourable 
reception  at  court,  ordered  him  to  bring 
tfic  flave  to  the  palace  againlt  ins  corn- 
ing back,  and  io  continued  his  jouiney. 


The  courtier  failed  not  of  being  at 
the  vizier's  at  the  appointed  hour;  and 
Khacan,  finding  the  lovely  flave  fo 
much  beyond  his  expectation,  immedi- 
ately gave  her  the  name  of  the  Fair  Per- 
fian.  As  he  had  an  infinite  deal  of 
wit  and  learning,  he  foon  perceived  by 
her  converfation,  that  it  was  in  vain  to 
fearch  any  farther  for  a  {lave  that  fur- 
paflTed  her  in  any  of  thofe  qualifications 
required  by  the  king,  and  therefore  he 
aiked  the  courtier  at  what  rale  the  Pcr- 
fian  merchant  valued  her. 

'  Sir,'  replied  the  courtier,  '  he  is  a 
mt'.nof  few  words  in  bargaining;  and, 
he  tells  me,  that  the  very  loweft  rate 
he  can  part  with  her  at,  is  ten  thou- 
fand pieces  of  gold:  he  has  alfofworn 
to  me,  that,    without  reckoning  his 
pains  and   trouble  from  the  time  of 
his  firft  taking  care  of  her,  he  has  laid 
out  pretty  near  the  fum  upon  her  edu- 
cation,   in    mafters    to   inftruct   and 
teach  her,  befules  cloaths  and  main, 
tenance;  and  as  he  always  thought 
her  fit  for  a  king,  fo  from  her  very 
infancy,  in  which  he  bought  her,  he 
has   not  been   {paring  in  any  thing 
that   might  contribute  towards  ad- 
vancing her  to  that  high  honour.  She 
plays  upon  all  forts  of  inflruments  to 
perfection;   fhe  dances,'  fings,   writes 
better  than   the  moft  celebrated  au- 
thors,   underftands    poetry,    and,  in 
ftiort,   there  is  fcarce  any  book  but 
what  {he  has  read:  fo  that  there  never 
was  a  {lave  of  fo  vaft  a  capacity  heard 
of  before.' 
The  vizier  Khacan,  who  underftood 
the  merit  of  the  FairPerfian  better  than 
the  courtier,  that  only  reported  what 
he  had  heard  from  the  merchant,  was 
unwilling  to  drive  off  the  bargain   td 
another  time;  and  therefore  he  lent  one 
of  his  iervaius  to  look  after  the  mer- 
chant, where  the  courtier  told  him 
was  to  be  found. 

As  foon  as  thePerfian  merchant  came 

— *   It  is  not  formyfelf,  buttheking,' 

fjid  the  vizier  Khacan, '  thatl  buy  your 

flave:  but,  however,  you  muftlet  him 

have  her   at  a  more  reafonable  price 

than  what  you  have  already  fetupon 

her.' 

'  Sir,'  replied  the  merchant,  *  I 
{hould  do  myfelf  an  unfpeakable 
honour,  in  oifrring  her  as  a  prefent 
to  his  majefty,  were  I  able  to  make 
him  one  of  lo  ineiliinahle  a  value.  I 
baiely  a{k  no  more  than  what  her 
'  education 
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'  education  and  breeding  up  has  coft 
<  n»e  :  and  all  I  have  to  lay,  is,  that  I 
«  believe  his  majefty  will  be  extremely 
«  plea  fed  with  the  purchafe.' 

The  vizier  Khacan  would  ftand  no 
longer  bargaining  with  the    merchant, 
butTpaid  him  the  money  down  immedi- 
ately.    «  Sir,'   faid   he   to  the   vizier, 
upon  taking  his  leave  him,  '  fmce  the 
(lave  is  defigned  for  the  king's  ufe, 
give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  that,  being 
extremely    fatigued    with  our   long 
journey  together,  you  fee   her   at  a 
great  difadvantage;  and  though  me 
has  not   her  equal  in    the  world  for 
beauty,  yet  if  youpleafe  to  keep  her 
at  your   own  houfe  but  for  a  fort- 
night, and   ftrive  a    little   to  pleafe 
and   humour   her,    fhe    will   appear 
quite  another  creature  :  after  that  you 
may    prefent    her  to   the    king  with 
abundance  of  honour  and  credit ;   for 
which,   I  doubt  not,    but  you   will 
think  yourfelf  much  obliged  to  me. 
The  fun,  you  fee,  has  a  little  tarniQied 
her   complexion ;    but  after   two   or 
three  times  bathing,  and  when  you 
have    drefled    her  according  to    the 
fafhion  of  your  country,  fhe  will  ap- 
pear  to   your    eyes   infinitely    more 
charming  than  now."" 
Khacan  was  mightily  pleafed   with 
the  advice  the  merchant  gave  him,  and 
was  refolved  to  follow  it.  Accordingly, 
the  Fair  Perfian  was  lodged  in  a  parti- 
cular apartment  near  hi's  iady's,  whom 
he  defired  to  invite  her  to  an  entertain- 
ment, and  thenceforth  to  treat  her  as  a 
miftrefs  defigned  for  the  king  :  he  alfo 
entreated  his    lady    to  get   the  richeft 
cloaths    for  her   that  could  poffibly  be 
had,  and  efpecially  thofe  that  became 
her  the  beft.     Before  he  took  his  leave 
of  the  Fair  Perfian — *  Your  happinefs, 
Madam,'  faid  he,  'cannot  be  greater 
than  what  I  am  about  to  procure  for 
you,  fmce  it  is  for  the  king  himfelf  I 
have  bought  you  ;  and  I  hope  he  will 
be  better  pleafed  with  the  enjoyment 
of  you,  than  I  am  in  difcharging  the 
truft  his  majefty  has  laid  upon  me  : 
however,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  warn 
you  of  my  fon,  who,  though  he  has 
a   tolerable  fhare  of  wit,    yet  is   a 
young,  wanton,  forward  youth  ;  and 
therefore  have  a  care  how  you  (offer 
him  to  come  near  you.*     The  Fair 
Perfian  thanked  him   for  his  good  ad- 
vice; and,  after  fhe  had  given  him  an 
affurance  of  her  intention  to  follow  it, 
he  withdrew. 


Noureddfa,  for  fothe  vizier's  fon  w*s 
named,  hat!  all  the  liberty  imaginable 
in  his  mother's  apartment,  with  whom 
he  ufually  eat.  He  was  very  genteel, 
young,  agreeable,  and  bold;  and  be  in  5 
mafter  of  abundance  of  wit,  and  readi- 
rtefs  of  expreflion,  he  had  the  art  of  pe r- 
fuading  people  to  whatever  he  pkafecL 
He  (aw  the  Fair  Perfian;  and  from 
their  firft  interview,  though  he  knew 
his  father  had  bought  her  purpofely 
for  the  king,  and  he  himfelf  rnd  de- 
dared  the  fame,  yet  he  never  ufed  the 
leaft  endeavour  to  put  a  flop  to  the  vio- 
lence of  his  pafllon.  In  (hort,  he  re- 
figned  himfelf  wholly  to  the  power  of 
her  charms,  by  which  his  heart  was  at 
firft  conquered;  and  being  ravifhed  with 
her  converfation,  he  refolved  to  employ 
his  utmoft  endeavours  to  get  her  from 
the  king. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Fair  Perftaa 
had    no  didike  to   Noureddin  :    «  The 
vizier,'  faid  fhe  to  herfelf,  *  has  done 
me  a  particular  honour  in  buying  me 
for  the  King  of  Balforaj  but  I  fhould 
have  thought  myfelf  very  happy,  if 
he  had  defigned  me  only  for  his  fon." 
Noureddin    was    not    backward   in 
making  ufe  of  the  advantage  of  feeing, 
entertaining,    and  converging   witli    a 
beauty  he  was  fo  paffionately  in  love 
with,    for   he   would   never  leave   her 
ill   his  mother  forced  him    to  do  it. 
My  fon,'  faid  Hie,  *  it  is  not  proper, 
for  a   young  man   as  you  are,  to  be 
always  among  the  ladies  :  go,  mind 
your  ftudies,  that  in  time  you  may  be 
worthy  to  fucceed  your  father  in  his 
high  pods  and  honours.' 
It  being  a  great  while  fince  the  Fair 
Perfian    had  bathed,  upon  account  of 
her  late  fatiguing  journey,  the  vizier's 
lady,  five  or    fix  days   after  me  was 
bought   ordered  a  private   bath  in  her 
own  houfe  to  be  got  ready  purpofely  for 
her.     She  had  a  great  many  women- 
flaves  to   wait   upon    her,    who  were 
charged  by  the  vizier's  lady  to  be  as 
careful  of  her  as  of  her  own  perfon, 
and  after  bathing  to  put  her  on  a  very- 
rich  fuit  of  cloaths,  that  (he  had  pro- 
vided for  her;  and  all  this  pains   and 
care  was  taken,    purely   to  ingratiate 
herfelf  the    more  into   her    hufband's 
affection,  by  letting  him  fee  how  much 
fhe  concerned  herfelf  in  everything  that 
contributed  to  his  pleafure. 

As  foon  as  fhe  came  out  of  the  bath, 

the  Fair  Perfian,  a  thoufand  times  more 

beautiful  than  ever  fhe  had  appeared  to 

Khacaa 
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Khacan  when  he  bought  her,  went  to 
make  a  vifit  to  his  ladyywhoat  firft 
fight  hardly  knew  her.  The  Fair  Per- 
fian,  having  faluted  her  after  a  very 
graceful  manner — *  Madam,'  faid  flie, 
I  know  not  how  you  like  me  in  this 
drefs,  which  you  have  been  pleafed 
to  order  for  me}  but  your  women, 
who  tell  me  it  becomes  me  fo  extreme- 
ly well  that  they  fcarce  knew  me,  are 
fuch  grofs  flatterers,  that  it  is  from 
you  alone  I  expect  to  hear  the  truth: 
but,however,if  what  they  faybereally 
fo,  it  is  to  you  entirely,  Madam,  that 
I  owe  the  advantage  it  has  given  me.' 
*  Oh,  mydaughterl'cried  thevizier's 
ady,  quite  tranfyorted  with  joy,  *  you 
have  no  reafon  in  the  world  to  believe 
my  women  have  flattered  you  :  I  am 
better  flcilled  in  beauty  than  they  are; 
and,  fetting  afide  your  drefs,  which 
becomes  you  extremely  well, you  ap- 
pear fo  much  handfomer  than  you  did 
before  your  bathing,  that  I  hardly 
knew  you  myfelf.  If  I  thought  the 
bath  was  yet  hot  enough,  I  would 
willingly  take  my  turn;  for  I  am  now 
of  an  age  that  requires  the  frequent 
ufe  of  it.'- — '  Madam,'  replied  the 
rair  Perfian,  *  I  have  nothing  to  fay  to 
the  undeferved  civilities  you  have 
been  pleafed  to  (hew  me  :  but  as  for 
the  bath,  it  is  wonderfully  fine;  and 
if  you  defign  to  go  in,  you  muft  be 
quick;  for  there  is  no  time  to  be  loft, 
as  your  women  can  inform  you  as 
well  as  myfelf.' 

The  vizier's  lady  confidering  that  (he 
had  not  bathed  for  fome  days  paft,  was 
willing  to  make  ufe  of  that  opportu- 
nity; and  accordingly  me  acquainted 
her  women  with  her  intention,  who 
immediately  prepared  all  things  necef- 
fary  on  fuch  an  occafion.  The  Fair 
Perfian  withdrew  to  her  apartment;  and 
the  vizier's  lady,  before  me  went  to 
bathe,  ordered  two  little  flaves  to  ftay 
•with  her ;  with  a  ftricl  charg-e,  that,  i  f 
Noureddin  came,  they  fliould  not  give 
him  admittance. 

While  the  vizier's  lady  was  bathing, 
and  the  fair  flave  alone  in  her  apart- 
ment, in  came  Noureddin;  and  not  find- 
ing his  mother  in  her  chamber,  went 
directly  to  the  Fair  Perfian's,  where  he 
found  the  two  little  flaves  in  the  anti- 
chamber.  He  aflced  them  where  his 
mother  was;  they  told  him,  in  the  bath. 
«  Where  is  the  FairPerfian,  then?'  re- 
plied Noureddin.  «  In  her  chamber,' 


anfwered  the  flaves;  '  but  we  have  po- 
«  fitive  orders  from  your  mother  not  to 
'  let  you  go  in.' 

The  entrance  into  the  Fair  Perfian's 
chamber  being  only  covered  with  a  piece 
of  tapeftry,  Noureddin  went  to  lift  it 
up  in  order  to  go  in,  but  was  oppofed 
by  the  two  flaves,  who  clapped  them- 
felves  juft  before  it,  on  purpofe  to  ftop 
his  paflage;  he  prefently  caught  hold 
of  both  their  arms,  and  thrufting  them 
out  of  the  anti-chamber,  locked  the 
door  upon  them.  Away  they  imme- 
diately ran,  with  a  great  outcry,  to  the 
bathi;  and  with  weeping  eyes  told  their 
lady,  that  Noureddin,  having  driven 
them  away  by  force,  was  got  into  the 
Fair  Perfian's  chamber. 

The  vizier's  lady  received  the  afto- 
nifhing  news  of  her  fon's  prefumption, 
with  thegreateft  concern  that  could  be. 
She  immediately  left  off  bathing;  and 
drefling  herfelf  with  all  poffible  fpeed, 
went  directly  to  the  Fair  Perfian's 
chamber;  but,  before  fhe  could  get  thi- 
ther, Noureddin  had  fairly  marched 
off. 

The  Fair  Perfian  was  extremely  fur- 
prized  to  fee  the  vizier's  lady  enter  her 
chamber  all  in  tears,  and  in  the  utmoft 
confufion  imaginable:  *  Madam,'  faid 
me  to  her,  '  may  I  prefume  to  aflc  you 

*  the  occafion  of  your  concern;  and  what 

*  accident  has  happened  in  the  bath, 
4  that  makes  you  leave  it  fo  foon?' 

*  What!'  cried  the  vizier's  lady, 
'  can  you  fo  calmly  aflc  that  queftion, 
'  after  your  entertaining  my  fon  Nou- 

*  reddin  alone  in  your  chamber  ?     Or 
'  can  there  happen  a  greater  misfortune 
'  either  to  him  or  me  ?' 

1  I  befeech  you,  Madam,'  faid  the 
fair  flave,  *  what  injury  can  this  action 
'  of  Noureddin's  do  either  to  you  or 
'  him  ?' 

'  Howl'replied  the  vizier's  lady,' did 
'  not  my  hufband  tell  you  that  you  were 
«  defigned  for  the  king,  and  fufficiently 
«  cautioned  you  to  have  a  careofNou- 
«.  reddin?' 

'  I  have  not  forgot  it,  Madam,'  re- 
plied the  Fair  Perlian  :  '  but  your  fon 
'  came  to  tell  me  that  the  vizier  his  father 

*  had  changed  his  mind,  and,  inftead 
«  of  referving  me  for  the  king,  as  he 
'  at  fii  ft  defigned,  had  made  him  a  pre- 
'  fent  of  my  perfon.     I  eafily  believed 

*  him,  Madam;  for,  oh!  think  how  a 
'  flave  as  I  am,  accuftomed  from  my 
'  infant  years  to  the  bonds  of  fervitude, 

<  could 
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could  have  the  heart  and  power  to  re- 
fill him!  I  muft  own,  I  did  it  with 
the  lefs  unwillingnefs,  on  account  of 
a  violent  paflion  for  him,  which  the 
freedom  of  conversation,  and  feeing 
each  other  daily,  has  raifed  in  my 
foul.  I  could  freely  lofe  the  hopes 
of  ever  being  the  king's,  and  think 
myfelf  the  happieft  of  creatures  in 
{pending  my  whole  life  with  Nou- 
reddin.' 

At  this  difcourfe  of  the  Fair  Per- 
an — «  Would  to  God,'  cried  the  vi- 
ier's  lady,  '  that  what  you  fay  was 
true  !  for  then  I  mould  have  no  reafon 
to  be  concerned  :  but,  believe  me, 
Noureddin  is  an  impoftor,  and  you  are 
deceived;  for  it  is  impofTible  that  his 
father  mould  ever  make  him  the  pre- 
fent  you  fpoke  of.  Ah,  wretched 
youth!  how  miferable  haft  thou  made 
me!  but  more  thy  father,  by  thedif- 
mal  confequences  we  muft  all  expeft 
to  (hare  with  him !  Neither  my 
prayers  nor  tears  will  be  able  to  pre- 
vail, or  obtain  a  pardon  for  him;  but, 
as  foon  as  his  father  hears  of  his  vio- 
lence to  you,  he  will  inevitably  facri- 
fice  him  to  his  juft  refentment.'  At 
the  end  of  thefe  words  (he  wept  bitter- 
ly; and  the  (laves,  who  had  as  tender  a 
regard  for  Noureddin  as  herielf,  bore 
her  company. 

A  little  while  after  this,  in  came 
the  vizier  Khacan;  and  being  mighti- 
ly furprized  to  find  his  lady  and  her 
(laves  all  in  tears,  and  the  Fair  Perfian 
very  melancholy,  afked  the  reafon  of 
it ;  but  they,  inftead  of  anfwering  him, 
kept  on  weeping,  and  making  hideous 
lamentations.  He  was  more  aftonifhed 
at  this  than  he  had  been  before.  At  laft, 
addreflinghimfelftohis  wife — '  I  com- 
'  mand  you,'  faid  he,  *  to  let  me  know 

*  the  occafion  of  your  tears,  and  to  tell 

*  me  the  whole  truth  of  the  matter.' 
The  poor  difconfolate    lady   being 

forced  to  fatisfy  her  huiband — *  Sir,' 
faid  (he,  '  you  (hall  firft  promife  not  to 
ufe  me  unkindly  upon  the  difcovery 
of  what  you  are  defirous  to  know, 
fmce  I,tell  you  before-hand  that  what 
has  happened  has  not  been  occafioned 
by  any  fault  of  mine.'  Without  ftay- 
ng  for  his  anfwer — *  Whilft  I  was 
bathing  with  my  women,'  continued 
(he,  *  your  fon,  laying  hold  of  that 
fatal  opportunity  to  ruin  us  both, 
came  hither,  and  made  the  Fair  Per- 
fian believe,  that,  inftead  of  referving 


her  for  the  king,  as  you  once  defign- 
cd,  you  had  given  her  to  him  as  a 
prefent.  I  do  not  fay  he  has  done 
this  out  of  an  ill  defign,  but  (hall 
leave  you  to  judge  of  it  yourfelf.  It 
is  upon  your  account  and  his,  for 
whom  I  want  confidence  to  implore 
your  pardon,  that  I  am  fo  extremely 
concerned.* 

It  is  impoflible  to  exprefs  the  vizier 
Khacan's  dirtra&ion  upon  hearing  of 
the   infolence  of   his  fon  Noureddin. 
*  Ah,  miferable  fon!  unworthy  of  life!* 
cried  he,  beating  his  breaft  and  tearing 
his  beard;  *  haft  thou  at  laft  thrown  thy 
father,  from  the  higheft  pinnacle  of 
happinefs,  into  a  misfortune  that  muft 
inevitably  involve  thee  alfo  in  it's  ru- 
in ?   Neither  will  the  king  be  fatisfied 
with  thy  blood  or  mine,  but  will  re- 
venge himfelf  after   a  more  fevere 
manner  for  the  affront  offered  to  his 
royal  perfon.' 

His  lady  ufed  her  utmoft  endeavours 
to  comfort  him   and   affuage  his  for- 
row.  '  Concern  yourfelf  no  more  about 
the  matter,  my  dear,'  faid  (he :  «   I 
will  fell  part  of  my  jewels  for  ten 
thoufand  pieces  of  gold,  with  which 
you  may   buy  another  llsve,   hand- 
fomer,   and   more   agreeable  to  the 
king's  fancy,  than  this.' 
'  Ah!'  replied  the  vizier,  '  could  you 
think  me  of  fo  mean  a  fpirit  as  to  be 
fo  extremely   afflifted  at  the  lohng 
ten  thoufand  pieces  of  gold  ?  It  is  not 
that,  nor  the  lofs  of  all  my  goods, 
which  I  can  eafily  part  with;  but  the 
forfeiting  of  my  honour,  more  pre- 
cious than  all  the  riches  in  the  world, 
that    torments   and   touches    me  fo 
nearly.'— *  However,  methinks,' re- 
>lied  the  lady,  l  this  can  be  no  very 
confiderable  damage,  fmce  it  is  in  the 
power  of  money  to  repair  it.' 
'  How  !'  cried  the  vizier. '  You  know 
Saouy  is  my  mortal  enemy;  and,  as 
foon  as  this  affair  comes  to  his  know- 
ledge, do  you  think  he  will  not  infult 
over  me,  and  mock  my  misfortune* 
before  the  king  ?     "  Your  majefty," 
will  he  fay  to  him,  "  is  always  talk- 
ing of  Khacan's  zeal  and  affection 
for  your  fervicejbut  fee  what  a  proof 
he  has  lately  given  of  his  being  wor- 
thy  the  reipeft  you  have  hitherto 
(hewn   him.     He  has  received    ten. 
thoufand  pieces  ofgold  to  buy  a  (lave 
with;  and,  to  do  him  juftice,  he  has 
honourably  performed  that  comtnif. 
Xx  "  fion 
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'*  (ion,  in  buying  the  moft  beautiful 
'«  that  ever  eyes  beheld}  but,  inltead  of 
"  bringing  her  to  your  majefty,  he  has 
"  thought  it  better  to  make  a  prefent 
"  of  her  to  his  Ton :  "  Here,  my  fon," 
tl  faid  he;  "  take  this  flave,  fince  thou 
"  art  more  worthy  of  her  than  the  king." 
'  Then,  with  his  ufual  malice,  will  he 
*  go  on—-"  His  fon  has  her  now  en- 
"  tirely  in  his  poffeflion,  and  every  day 
revels  in  her  arms  without  the  leaft 
disturbance.    This,  Sir,  is  the  whole 
truth  of  the  matter,  that  I  have  done 
*  myfelf  the  honour   of  acquainting 
'  you  with;  and  if  your  majefty  quef- 
tions  the  truth  of  it,  you  may  eafily 
fatisfy  yourfelf."  Do  you  not  plainly 
fee,  my  dear,'  continued  the  vizier, 
how,  upon  fuch  a  malicious  infinu- 
ation  as  this,  I  am  every  moment  lia- 
ble to  have  my  houfe  forced  open  by 
the  king's  guards,  and  the  Fair  Per- 
fian  taken  from  me;  befides  a  thou- 
fand  other  misfortunes  that  will  un- 
avoidably follow?' — '  Sir,'  faid  the 
vizier's  lady  to  her  hufband,  after  he 
lad  finifhed  hisdifcourfe,  '  I  am  fenfi- 
ble  the 'malice  of  Saouy  is  very  great, 
and  that,  if  he  has  had  but  the  leaft 
intimation  of  this  affair,  he  will  cer- 
tainly give  it  a  turn  very  difadvan- 
tageous  to  your  intereft  :   but  how  is 
it  poflible  that  he  or  any  body  elfe 
fhould  come  to  the  knowledge  of  what 
has  been  privately  tranfacled  in  your 
family  ?       Suppofe  it   comes  to  the 
king's  ear,  and   he  fhould  afk  you 
about  it,  cannot  you  fay  that,,  upon  a 
ftricT:  examination,  you  did  not  think 
the  flave  fo  fit  for  his  majefty's  ufe  as 
you  did  at  the  firft  view ;  that  the 
merchant  has  cheated  you;  that,  in- 
deed, (he  has  a  great  deal  of  beauty, 
but  is  nothing  near  fo  witty  or  agree- 
able as  (he  was  reported  to  be.     The 
king  will  certainly  believe  what  you 
fay,  and  Saouy  be  vexed  to  the  foul  to 
fee  all  his  malicious  defigns  of  ruin- 
ing you  eternally  disappointed.  Take 
courage  then;  and,  if  you  will  follow 
my  advice,  fend  for  all  the  courtiers, 
tell  them  you  do  not  like  the  Fair 
Perfian,  and  order  them  to  be  as  ex- 
peditious as  poflible  in  getting  ano- 
ther flave/ 

The  vizier  Khacan,  highly  approv- 
ing of  this  advice,  was  refolved  to  make 
ufe  of  it;  and  though  his  paflion  began 
fc>  cool  a  little,  yet  his  indignation 


againft  his  fon  Noureddin  was  not  in 
the  leaft  abated. 

Noureddin  came  not  in  fight  all  that 
day;  and  not  daring  to  hide  himfelf 
among  his  companions,  left  his  father 
(hould  fearch  their  houfes  for  him,  he 
went  a  little  way  out  of  town,  and 
took  fanftuary  in  a  garden,  where  he 
had  never  been  before,  and  where  his 
perfon  was  utterly  unknown.  It  was 
very  late  when  he  came  back,  being 
willing  to  ftay  till  his  father  was  a-bedj 
and  then  his  mother's  women,  opening 
the  door  very  foftly,  let  him  in  without 
any  manner  of  noife.  The  next  morn- 
ing he  went  out  before  his  father  was 
ftirring;  and  thus,  for  a  whole  month, 
was  he  put  to  his  (hifts,  which  was  a 
terrible  mortification  to  him.  Indeed, 
the  women  never  flattered  him,  but 
told  him  plainly  his  father's  anger  was 
as  great  as  ever,  and  that  if  he  came  in 
his  fight  he  would  certainly  kill  him. 

Though  the  vizier's  lady  was  in- 
formed by  her  women  of  Noureddin's 
lying  every  night  in  the  houfe,  yet  (he 
durft  not  prefume  to  entreat  her  huf- 
band  to  pardon  him:  at  laft,  one  day, 
(he  faid  to  him — '  I  have  hitherto  been 
filent,  not  daring  to  take  the  liberty 
of  talking  to  you  about  your  fonj 
but  now  give  me  leave  to  afk  you 
what  you  defign  to  do  with  him.  In- 
deed, it  is  impoflible  for  a  fon  to  be 
more  criminal  towards  a  father  than 
Noureddin  has  been  towards  you  :  he 
has  robbed  you  of  the  honour  and 
fatisfa&ion  of  prefenting,  the  king 
with  a  flave  fo  accompliftied  as  the 
Fair  Perfian.  But,  after  all,  are  you 
abfolutely  refolved  to  deftroy  him, 
and,  inftead  of  a  light^vil,  draw  on 
yourfelf  a  far  greater  than  perhaps 
you  imagine  at  prefent  ?  Are  you  not 
afraid  that  the  world,  which  fpite- 
fully  enquires  after  the  reafonof  your 
fon's  abfconding,  (hould  find  out  the 
truecaufe,  which  you  are  defirous  of 
keeping  a  fecret  ?  And,  if  that  (hould 
happen,  you  would  juftly  fall  into  a 
misfortune  which  it  is  fo  much  your 
intereft  to  avoid.' 

«  Madam,'  faid  the  vizier,  '  there  is 
abundance  of  found  reafoning  in  what 
you  have  urged:  however,  I   cannot 
think  of  pardoning  Noureddin  till  I 
have  humbled  him  a  little  more.'— 
He  (hall  be  fufficientry  mortified,'  re- 
plied the  lady,  «  if  you  will  but  put  in 
«  execution 
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execution  what  is  juft  come  into  my 

mind.     You  muft  know,  then,  your 

fon  comes  hither  every  night  after 

you  are  a-bedj  he  lies  here,  and  fteals 

out  every  morning  before  you  are  ftir- 

ring:  you  (hall  wait  for  his  corning 

in  to-night,  and  make  as  if  you  de- 

figned  to  kill  him ;  upon  which  I  will 

run  to  his  afliftance :  and,  when  he 

finds  his  life  entirely  owing  to  my 

prayers  and  entreaties, you  mayoblige 

him  to  take  the  Fair  Perfian  on  what 

condition  foever  you  pleafe.  He  loves 

her;  and  I  am  fenfible  the  fair  (lave 

has  no  averfion  for  him.' 

Khacanwas  very  willing  to  make  ufe 

of  this  ftratagem  :  fo  when  Noureddin 

came,  at  the  ufual  hour,  before  the  door 

was  opened,  he  placed  himfelf  behind 

it.     As  foon  as  he  entered,  he  rufhed 

fuddenly  upon  him,  and  got  him  down 

under  his  feet.     Noureddin,  lifting  up 

his  head,  faw  his  father  with  a  dagger 

in   his  hand,  ready   prepared  to  itab 

him. 

In  that  very  inftant,  in  came  his  mo- 
ther; and,  catching  hold  of  the  vizier's 
arm — f  Sir,'  cried  (he,  *  what  are  you 
*  doing?' — 'Let  me  alone,' replied  the 
vizier,  '  that  I  may  kill  this  bafe,  un- 
'  worthy  fon  I' — *  You  (hall  kill  me 
«  firft,'  cried  the  mother;  «  nor  will  I 
'  fuffer  you  to  embrue  your  hands  in 
'  yourown  blood.— -Speak  to  him, Nou- 
<  reddin,  fpeak  to  him,  and  improve 
'  this  tender  moment.' — 'My  father,' 
cried  he,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  '  I  im- 
'  plore  your  clemency  and  companion  : 
'  nor  muft  you  deny  me  pardon,  fince 
'  I  afk  it  in  his  name  before  whom  we 
«  muft  all  appear  at  the  laft  day.' 

Khacan  iuffered  the  poniard  to  be 
taken  out  of  his  hand;  and,  as  foon  as 
Noureddin  was  releafed,  he  threw  him- 
feif  at  his  father's  feet,  and  kitted  them, 
to  mew  how  fmcerely  he  repented  of 
his  having  ever  offended  him.     *  Nou- 
reddin,' faid  he,  '  return  your  mo- 
ther thanks;  fince  it  is  purely  for  her 
fake  I  pardon  you.     I  defign  alfo  to 
give  you  the  Fair  PerHan,  on  condi- 
tion that  you  will  oblige  yourfelf  by 
an  oath,  not  to  look  upon   her  any 
longer  as  a  flave,  but  as  your  wife; 
that  you  will  not  fell  her,  nor  ever  be 
divorced  from  her;  for  (he,  having 
abundance  of  wit  and  prudence,  be- 
fides  much  better  conduct  than  you, 
I  am  perfuaded  will  be  able  to  mode- 


'  ratethofe  ram  fallies  of  youth  which 
*  are  enough  to  ruin  you.' 

Noureddin,  who  little  expected  to  be 
treated  after  fo  kind  and  indulgent  a 
manner,  returned  his  father  a  thoufand 
thanks,  with  all  the  gratitude  and  fin- 
cerity  imaginable  ;  and,  in  the  conclu- 
fion,  the  vizier,  the  Fair  Perfian,  and 
himfelf,  were  very  well  pleafed  and  fa- 
tisfied  with  the  match. 

The  vizier  Khacan  would  not  ftay 
in  expectation  of  the  king's  a/king  him 
about  the  order  that  he  had  given  him, 
but  took  a  particular  care  to  mention  it 
often,  in  reprefenting  to  his  majefty  the 
many  difficulties  he  met  with  in  that  af- 
fair, and  how  fearful  he  was  in  not  ac- 
quitting himfelf  to  his  majefty's  fatis- 
faction.     In  fliort,  he  managed  the  bu- 
finefs  with  fo  much  cunning  and  ad- 
drefs,  that  the  king  infenfibly  forgot 
it ;  and,  though  Saouy  had  got  fome 
fmall  information  of  the  matter,  yet 
Khacan  was  fo  much  in  the  king's  fa- 
vour, that  he  was  afraid  to  fpeak  of  it. 
It  was  now  above  a  year  that  this  nice 
affair  had  been  kept  with  greater  fecrecy 
than  at  firft  the  vizier  expected;  when, 
being**one  day  in  the  bath,  and  fome 
importantbufmefs  obliginghim  to  leave 
it  all  in  a  fwcat,  the  air,  which  was  then 
a  little  moift,  ftruck  a  damp  to  his  breaft, 
which  caufed  a  defluxion  of  rheum  to 
fall  upon  his  lungs,  which  threw  him 
into  a  violent  fever,  and  confined  him 
to  his  bed.     His  illnefs  growing  every 
day  worfe,  and  perceiving  he  had  but  a 
few  moments  to  live,  he  thus  addrefled 
himfelf  to  his  fon  Noureddin,  who  ne- 
ver ftirred  from  him  during  his  whole 
ficknefs.    '  My  fon,'  faid  he,  '  I  know 
not  whether  I  have  made  a  good  ufe 
of  the  riches  Heaven  has  bleffed  me 
with,  but  you  fee  they  are  not  able 
to  fave  me  from  the  hands  of  death. 
The  iaft  thing  I  defire  of  you,  with 
my  dying  breath,  is,  that  you  would 
be  mindful  of  the  promife  you  made 
concerning  the  Fair  Perfian ;  and  with 
a  certainty  of  that  I  (hall  die  pleafed, 
and  well  contented.' 
Thefe  were  the  vizier's  laft  words; 
who,  dying  a  few  moments  after,  left 
his  family,  the  court,  and  the  whole 
city,  in  great  affliction  for  his  death. 
The  king  lamented  him,  as  having  loft 
a  wife,  zealous,  and  faithful  mmi'fter; 
and  the  whole  city  wept  tor  him  as  their 
prote&or  and  benefaclor.     Never  was 
X  x  »  there 
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there  a  funeral  in  Balfora  folemnized 
with  greater  pomp  and  magnificence  : 
the  viziers  and  emirs,  and,  in  general, 
all  the  grandees  of  the  court,  (trove  for 
the  honour  of  bearing  his  coffin,  one 
after  another,  upon  their  (houlders  to 
the  place  of  burial;  and  both  rich  and 
poor  accompanied  him  thither  with  tears 
in  theireyes. 

Noureddin  gave  all  the  demon  ftra- 
tions  of  a  forrow  equal  to  the  lofs  he 
had  lately  fuftained,  and  lived  a  great 
while  without  ever  leeing  any  company. 
At  laft  he  admitted  of  a  vifit  from  an 
intimate  friend  of  his.     His  friend  en- 
deavoured to  comfort  him  all  he  could; 
and  finding  him  a  little  inclinable  to 
hearreafon,  he  told  him  that,  having 
paid  what  was  due  to  the  memory  of  his 
father,  and  fully  fatisfied  all  that  cuf- 
tom  and  decency  required  of  him,  it 
was  now  high  time  to  appear  again  in 
the  world,  to  converfe  with  his  friends, 
and  maintain  a  character   fuitable  to 
his  birth  and  merit.    *  For,'  continued 
he,  *  we  fhould  fin  both  againft  the 
laws  of  nature  and  civility,  and  be 
thought  infenfible,  if,  upon  the  death 
of  our  fathers,  we  neglected  to  pay 
them  what  filial  love  and  tendernefs 
require  at  our  hands;    but,  having 
once  performed  that  duty,  and  put  it 
out  of  the  power  of  any  man  to  re- 
proach us  upon  that  account,  we  are 
obliged  to  return  to  our  ufual  method 
of  living.     Dry  up  your  tears  then, 
and  re-affume  that  wonted  air  of  gai- 
ety which  always  infpires  with  joy 
thofe  who  have  the  honour  of  your 
converfation.' 

This  advice  feeming  very  reafonable 
to  Noureddin,  he  was  eafily  perfuaded 
to  follow  it ;  and  if  he  had  been  ruled 
by  his  friend  in  every  thing,  he  would 
certainly  have  avoided  all  the  misfor- 
tunes which  afterwards  befel  him.  He 
treated  him  very  nobly;  and,  when  he 
took  his  leave,  Noureddin  defired  him 
to  come  the  next  day,  and  bring  three 
or  four  friends  of  their  acquaintance. 
By  this  means  he  infenfibly  fell,  into 
the  fociety  of  about  ten  young  gentle- 
men, pretty  near  his  own  age,  with 
whom  he  (pent  his  time  in  continual 
feafting,and  entertainments;  and  fcarce 
a  day  pafled  over  his  head,  but  he  made 
every  one  of  them  fome  confiderabJe 
prefent. 

Sometimes,  to  oblige  his  friends  af- 
ter a  more  particular  manner,  he  would 


fend  for  the  Fair  Perfian  to  entertain 
them;  who,  notwithstanding  her  obe- 
dience to  his  command,  never  approved 
of  his  extravagant  way  of  living  :   (he 
often  took  the  liberty  of  fpeaking  her 
mind  freely.     «  Sir,'  (aid  (he,  «  I  quef- 
tion  not  but  your  father  has  left  you 
abundance  of  riches;  but  how  great 
foever  they  are,  be  not  angry  with 
your  (lave  for  telling  you  that,  at  this 
rate  of  living,  you  will  quickly  fee 
an    end  of  them.      We  may  fome- 
timcs,    indeed,   afford    to   treat   our 
friends,  and  be  merry  with  them;  but 
to  make  a  daily  practice  of  it,  is  cer- 
tainly the  high  road  to  ruin  and  de- 
ftru&ion  :   therefore,  for  your   own 
honour  and  reputation,  you  would  do 
much  better  to  follow  the  footfteps 
of  your  deceafed  father,  that,  in  time, 
you  may  rife  to  that  dignity  by  which 
he  acquired  fo  much  glory  and  re- 


Noureddin    hearkened    to   the   Fair 
Perfian'sdifcourfewith  afmiling  coun- 
tenance; and  when  (he  had  done — '  My 
'  charmer,'  faid  he,  with  the  fame  air 
of  mirth,    '  fay  no   more  of  that;  let 
us  talk  of   nothing  but  mirth    and 
pleafure.     In  my  father's  Hie  time  I 
was  under  reftraint;  and  I  am  now 
refolved  to  enjoy    the    liberty   I  fo 
much   fighed   for  before  his   death. 
It  is  time  enough  for  me  to  think  of 
leading  a  fober,  regular  life;  and  a 
man  of  my  age  ought  to  tafte  the 
pleafures  of  youth.' 
What  .contributed   very  much   to- 
wards   ruining   Noureddin's  fortune, 
was  his  unwillingnefs  to  reckon  with 
his  fteward  ;  for,  whenever  he  brought 
his   accounts,  he  (till  fent  him  away 
without  examining  them.     *  Go,  go,* 
faid  hes  «  I  truft  wholly  to  your  ho- 
<  nefty;  therefore  only  take  care  to  let 

*  me  have  wherewith  to  make  merry.* 
'  You  are  the  mafter,  Sir,'  replied 

he,  *  and  I  but  the  fteward  :  however, 

*  you  would  do  well  to  think  of  the 
'  proverb — "  He  that  fpends  much, and 
"  has  but  little,  muft  at  laft  infenfibly 
"  be  reduced  to  poverty."     You  are 
«  not  contented  with  keeping  an  extra- 

*  vagant    table,  but  you  muft   lavifti 
'  your  eftate  away  with  both    hands  : 

*  and   were  your   coffers   as    large  as 

*  mountains,  they  would  not  be  fuffi- 

*  cient  to  maintain  you.V-'  Be  gone!* 
replied  Noureddin  j  *  your  grave  lef- 
«  Tons  are  needkfs:  gnly  take,  care  to 

«  provide 
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«  provide  good  eating  and  drinking, 
<  and  trouble  your  head  no  farther 
'  about  the  reft.' 

In  the  mean  time,  Noureddin's  friends 
were  conftant  gucfts  at  his  table,  and 
never   failed   making  fome  advantage 
of  the  eafinefs  of  hts  temper.     They 
praifed  and  flattered  him,  extolling  his 
moft  indifferent   aftions   to    the   very 
ikies  j  but,  above  ?.ttt  they  took  parti- 
cular care  to  commend  whatever  be- 
longed to  him  and  his:  arvi  tMs,  they 
found,  turned  to  fome  account.    '  Sir,' 
faid  one  of  them,  '.I  came  the  other 
day  by  your  eftate;  and  certainly  there 
is  nothing  fo  magnificent,  or  fo  hand- 
fomely  furnifhed    asyourhoufe;  the 
garden  belonging  to  which  is  a  pa- 
radife   upon  earth!1  — «  I  am   very 
g;lad  it  pleafes  you,'  faid  Noureddin. 
Here,  bring  me  pen,  ink,  and  paper. 
But,  without  more   words,    it   is  at 
your  fervice,  and  I  make  you  a  pre- 
fent  of  it.' 

No  fooner  had  others  commended  his 
houfe,  baths,  and  fome  publick  build- 
ings erefted  for  the  ufe  of  Grangers,  the 
yearly  revenue  of  which  was  very  con- 
fiderable,  but  he  immediately  gave  them 
away.  The  Fair  Perfian  could  not  for- 
bear letting  him  know  how  much  in- 
jury he  did  himfelf :  but,  inftead  of 
taking  any  notice  of  it,  he  continued 
his  extravagance;  and  upon  the  firft 
opportunity  fquandered  away  the  little 
he  had  left. 

In  fhort,  Noureddin  did  nothing  for 
a  whole  year  -together  but  feaft  and 
make  himfelf  merry,  wafting  and  con- 
fuming,  after  a  prodigal  manner,  the 
riches  that  his  predeceffors,  and  the 
good  vizier  his  father,  had  with  fo  much 
pains  and  care  heaped  together  and 
preferved. 

.The  year  was  but  juft  expired,  when 
fomebody,  one  day,  knocked  atthe  hall- 
door,  where  he  and  his  friends  were  at 
dinner  together  by  themfelves,  having 
fent  away  their  flaves,  that  they  might 
enjoy  a  greater  liberty  and  freedom  of 
converfation. 

One  of  his  friends  offered  to  rife;  but 
Noureddin  ftepping  before  him,  opened 
the  door  himfelf.  It  feems  that  it  was 
the  fteward ;  and  Noureddin,  going  a 
little  out  of  the  hall  to  know  his  bufi- 
nefs,  left  the  door  half-open. 

The  friend  who  offered  to  rife  from 
his  feat,  feeing  it  was  the  fteward,  and 
fceing  fomewhat  curious  to  know  what 


he  had  to  fay  to  Noureddin,  placed  him- 
felf between  the  hangings  and  the  door, 
where  he  plainly  overheard  the  fteward's 
difcourfe  to  his  matter.  '  Sir,'  faid  he, 
I  alk  a  thoufand  pardons  for  my  com- 
ing to  difturb  you  in  the  height  of 
your  jovs;  but  this  affair  is  of  lucli 
importance,  that  I  thought  myfeif 
bound  in  duty  to  acquaint  you  with 
it.  I  am  come,  Sir,  to  make  up  my 
laft  accompts;  and  to  tell  you,  that 
what  I  all  along  forefaw,  and  have 
often  warned  you  of,  is  at  laft  come 
to  pafs.  Behold,  Sir,'  faid  he,ftiew- 
ng  him  a  fmall  piece  of  money,  *  the 
remainder  of  all  the  fums  I  have  re- 
ceived from  you  during  my  fteward* 
(hip:  the  other  funds,  which  you  were 
pleafed  to  aflign  me,  are  all  exhauft- 
ed.  The  farmers,  and  thofe  who  owe 
you  rent,  have  made  it  fo  plainly  ap- 
pear to  me  that  you  have  affigned  over 
to  others  whatever  remains  in  their 
hands  due  to  you,  that  it  is  impoflible 
for  me  to  get  any  more  of  them  upon 
your  account.  Here  are  my  booksj 
if  you  pleafe,  examine  them;  and,  if 
you  think  fit  to  continue  me  in  the 
place  I  am  now  in,  order  me  fome 
other  funds,  or  elfe  give  me  leave  to 
quit  your  fervice.'  Noureddin  was 
fo  aftonifhed  at  his  difcourfe,  that  he 
gave  him  no  manner  of  anfwer. 

The  friend  who  had  been  liftening- 
all  this  while,  and  had  heard  every  fyl- 
lable  of  what  the  fteward  faid,  imme- 
diately came  in,  and  told  the  company 
what  he  had  lately  overheard.     *  It  is 
your  bufinefs,  gentlemen,'    faid  he, 
to  make  ufe  of  this  caution.  For  my 
part,  I  declare  it  openly  to  you,  this 
is  the  laft  vifit  I  defign  ever  to  make 
Noureddin.'  — c  Nay,'  replied  they, 
if  matters  go  thus,  we  have  as  little 
bufinefs  here  as  you;  and,  for  the  fu- 
ture, (hall  take  care  not  to  trouble 
him  with  our  company.* 
Noureddin  returned  prefently  after; 
yet,    notwithftanding   his   carrying   it 
pleafantly   to   his  gueils,    by  putting 
them  into  a  merry  humour  again,  he 
could  not  fo  handfomely  diflemble  the 
matter,  but  that  they  plainly  perceived 
the  truth  of  what  they  had   been  in- 
formed of.     He  was  fcarce  fat  down  in 
his  place,  when  one  of  his  friends  rofe 
up :   *  Sir,'  faid  he,  «  I  am  forry  I  can- 
*  not  have  the  honour  of  your  company 
<  any  longer;  and  therefore  I  hope  you 
'  will  excufe  my  rudenefs  in  leaving 
*  you 


rou  fo  foon.*  —  *  What  urgent  affair 
ave  you,*  replied  Noureddin,  'that 
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obliges  you  to  be  going?' — «  My 

wife,  Sir,'  faid  he,  '  is  brought  to- 

bed  to  day;  and  upon  fuch  an  occa- 

iion,  you  know,  a  hufbancTs  com- 
pany is  very  acceptable.'  Accord- 
ingly, making  a  very  low  bow,  he  went 
away.  A  minute  afterward",  a  fecond 
took  his  leave,  upon  another  (ham  ex- 
cufe  r  and  fo  one  after  another}  till  at 
laft  not  one  of  thole  ten  friends  who 
had  hitherto  kept  Noureddin  company, 
was  left  in  the  room. 

As  foon  as  they  were  gone,  Noured- 
<Jin,  little  fufpefting  the  refolution  they 
had  made  of  never  vifiting  him  again, 
went  dire&ly  to  the  Fair  Pet-fian's-apart- 
ment-,  to  whom,  in  private,  he  related 
all  that  the  (lewaid  had  told  him,  and 
exprefled  great  concern  at  the  ill  ftate 
ef  his  affairs.  «  Sir,'  faid  the  Fair  Per- 
fiantohim,  '  you  would  never  take  my 

advice,   but   always   managed    your 

concerns  after  your  own  way;   and 

now  you  fee  the  fatal  confequencesof 

it.  I  find  I  was  not  miftaken,  when  I 

prefaged  to  what  a  miferable  condi- 
tion you  would  bring  yourfelf  at  laft: 

but  what  affli&s  me  the  more,  is,  that 

at  prefent  you  do  not  fee  the  worlt  of 

your  misfortunes.    Whenever  I  pre- 

fumed  freely  to  impart  my  thoughts 

to  you—»"  Let  us  be  merry,"  faid 

you,   "  and  in  pleafures  improve  the 

time  that  Fortune  has  kindly  given 
us  ;  perhaps  (he  will  not  always  be 

fo  prodigal  of  her  favours."     But, 

now,  was  I  to  blame  in  telling  you 

that  we  are  the  makers  or  undoers  of 

our  fortunes,  by  a  prudent  or  foolifh 

management  of  them  ?  You,  indeed, 

would  never  hearken  to  me:  at  Jaft, 

therefore,  though  much  againft  my 

will,  I  was  forced  to  defift,  and  let 

you  alone.' 

<  I  muft  own,*  replied  Noureddin, 

that  I  was  exiremely  in  the  wrong  in 

not  following  the  advice  which  you, 

out  of  your  abundance  of  prudence 

and  difcretion,  was  pleafed  to  give 


me.  It  is  true,  I  have  fpent  my  eftate ; 
but  do  you  not  confider  that  it  has 
been  among  friends  of  a  long  ac- 
quaintance,  who,  I  am    perfuaded, 
have  more  generofity  and  gratitude 
in  them  'ban  to  abandon  or  forfake 
me  4n  diftrefs  ?'— -'  Sir,'  replied  the 
Fair  Perfian,  <  if  you  have  nothing  but 
*  the  gratitude  of  your  friends  to  de- 


pend on,  you  are  in  a  defperate  con- 
dition  ;  for,  believe  me,  that  hcme  is 
vain  and  ill-grounded}  and  you  will 
tell  me  fo  yourfelf  in  a  very  little 
time.' 

To  this  Noureddin  replied — '  Charm- 
ing Perfian,  I  have  a  better  opinion 
of  my  friends  generofity  than   you  : 
to-morrow  I  defign  to  make  a  vifit  to 
them  all,  before  their  ufual  time  of 
coming  hither  j  and  you  mail  fee  me 
return  with,  a  vaft  fum,  which  they 
will  raiie  among  them  to  fupport  me. 
I  am  reiblved  to  change  my  way  of 
living;  and,  with  the  money  they  lend 
me,  fet  up  for  a  merchant.' 
The  next  morning,  Noureddin  failed 
not  to  vifit  his  ten  friends,  who  lived 
in  the  very  fame  ftreet.  He  knocked  at 
the  firft  door  he  came  to,  where  one  of 
the  richeft  of  them  lived  :  a  flave  came 
to  the  door;   but,  before  he  opened  it, 
he  aflced  who  was  there.    *  Go  to  your 
'  mafter,'  faid  he  to  the  Have,  *  and  tell 
'  him  it  is  Noureddin,  the  late  vizier's 

*  fon.'  Upon  this,  the  flave  opened  the 
door,  and  conducted  him  into  a  hall, 
where  he  left  him,  while  he  went  to  ac- 
quaint his  mafter,  who  was  in  an  inner- 
room,   that   Noureddin    was   come  to 
wait  on  him.     *  Noureddin  !'  cried  he, 
in  a  difdainful  tone,  loud  enough  for 
Noureddin  to   hear  it   with  furprize. 

*  Go  and  tell  him  I  am  not  at  home; 

*  and,  whenever  he  comes  hither,  be 
'  fure  that  you  give  him  the  like  an- 
'  fwer.'     The  flave  came  back,    and 
told  Noureddin  that  he  thought  his  ma- 
fter had  been  within,  but  that  he  was 
miftaken. 

Noureddin  came  away  in  the  greateft 
confuilbn  imaginable.  « Ah  !  bafe,  un- 

*  grateful  wretch  !'  cried  he,  « to  treat 
'  me  fo  bafely  to-day,  after  the  vows 
'  and  proteftations  pf  love  and  friend - 
'  fliip  that  he  made  to  me  yefterday  P 
From  thence  he  went  to  another  door; 
but  that  friend  ordered  his  flaves  alfo 
to  fay  that  he  was  gone  out.     He  had 
the  fame  anfwer  at  the  third  ;  and,  in 
fliort,  all  the  reft  denied  themfelves, 
though  every  one  of  them  were  at  home 
at  the  fame  time. 

It  was  now  that  Noureddin  began  in 
earned  to  reflect  with  himfelf,  and  be 
convinced  of  the  folly  of  his  too  cre- 
dulous temper,  in  relying  fo  much  upon 
the  vows  and  proteftations  of  amity, 
which  his  falfe  friends,  in  the  time  of 
his  profperity,  had  fplemnly  made  him, 

«  It 
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It  is  very  true,'  faid  he  to  himfelf, 
that  a  fortunate  man,  as  I  was,  may 
be  compared  to  a   tree  laden  with 
fruit,  which,  as  long  as  there  is  any 
remaining  on  it's  boughs,  people  will 
be  crouding  round ;  but,  as  foon  as 
it  is  (tripped  of  all,  they  immediately 
leave  it,  and  go  to  another.'  He  (mo- 
thered his  pa/lion  as  much  as  poflible 
while  he  was  abroad ;  but  no  fooner 
was  he  got  hpme,  than  he  gave  a  loofe 
to   his   forrow,  and   refigned   himfelf 
wholly  to  it. 

The  Fair  Perfian,  feeing  him  fo  ex- 
tremely concerned,  fancied  he  had  not 
found  his  friends  fo  ready  to  aflift  him 
as  he  expeaed.    «  Well,  S?r,'  faid  me, 
are  you  now  convinced  of  the  truth 
of  what  I  told  you?'  —  *  Ah,   my 
dear!'  cried  he,  *  thou  haft  been  too 
true  a  prophetefs  ;    for  not  one  of 
them  would  fo  much  as  know  me,  fee 
me,  or  fpeak  to  me  !   Oh  !  who  could 
ever  have  believed  that   perfons   fo 
highly  obliged  to  me  as  they  are,  and 
on   whom  I  have  fpent   my   eltate, 
could  have  treated  me  with  fo  much 
ingratitude?    I  am  diftracled  !  and  I 
fear  committing  fome  difhonourable 
aftion,  below  myfelf,  in  the  deplor- 
able condition  I  am  reduced  to,  with- 
out the  aid  and  afiiftance  of  your 
prudent  advice!' — '  Sir,'  replied  the 
"air  Perfian,    '  I  fee  no  other  way  of 
fupporting  yourfelf  under  your  mif- 
fortunes,  but  felling  off  your  flaves 
and  moveables,  and  to  live  upon  the 
money,    till  Heaven   (hall  find   out 
fome  other  means  to  deliver  you  from 
your  prefent  mifery.' 
Noureddin  was  very  unwilling  to 
make  ufe  of  this  expedient ;  but  what 
could  he  do  in  the  necefiitous  circum- 
ftances  he  was  in  ?  He  firft  fold  off  his 
flaves,  thofe  unprofitable  mouths,which 
were  a  greater  expence  to  him  than 
what  his  prefent  condition  could  bear. 
He  lived  on  the  money  for  fome  time  j 
and  when  all  of  it  was  fpent,   he  or- 
dered his  goods  to  be  carried  into  the 
market- place,  where  they  were  fold  for 
half  their  worth;  among  which  were 
feveral  valuable  things  that  coft  im- 
nienfe  fums.     Upon  this  he  lived  for  a 
confiderable  time;  but  that  fupply  at  laft 
failing,  he  had  nothing  at  all  left  by 
which  he  could  raife  any  more  money; 
of  which  he  complained  to  the   Fair 
Perfian  in  the  moft  tender  expreflions 
that  forrow  could  infpire. 


Noureddin  only  waited  to  hear  what 
anfwer  this  prudent  creature  would 
make  him.  «  Sir,'  faid  (he  at  laft,  *I 
am  your  flave,  and  you  know  that  the 
late  vizier  your  father  gave  ten  thou- 
fand  pieces  of  gold  for  me.  Perhaps 
I  am  a  little  leflened  in  value  iince  that 
time;  but,  I  believe,  I  mall  fell  for 
pretty  near  that  fum  yet.  Let  me  en- 
treat you,  then,  inftaiitly  to  carry  me 
to  the  market,  and  expofe  me  to  falej 
and  with  the  money  that  you  get  for 
me,  which  will  be  very  confiderable, 
you  may  turn  merchant  in  fome  city 
where  you  are  unknown;  and  by  that 
means  find  a  way  of  living,  if  not  in 
fplendor,  yet  with  happinefs  and  con- 
tent.' 

*  Ah,  lovely  and  adorable  Perfian  !* 
ried  Noureddin,  '  is  it  pofljbleyou  can 

entertain  fuch  a  thought  of  me  ?  Have 
I  given  you  fuch  (lender'  proofs  of  my 
love,  that  you  mould  tlvnk  me  capa- 
ble of  fo  bafe  an  action  ?  But,  fup- 
pofe  me  fo  vile  a  wreich,  could  I  do 
it  without  being  guilty  of  perjury, 
after  the  oath  I  have  taken  never  to 
fell  you?  No!  I  could  (boner  die  than 
part  with  you,  whom  I  love  infinitely 
beyond  my(elf ;  though,  by  the  un- 
reafonable  propofition  you  have  made 
me,  it  is  plain  your  love  is  not  fo  ten- 
der as  mine.' 

•  Sir,'  replied  the  Fair  Perfian,   '  I 
am  fufficiently  convinced  that  your 
paffion  for  me  is  as  violent  as  you  fay 
it  is;  and  Heaven,  who  knows  with 
what  reluclancy   I   have  made    this 
propofition  that  you  dillike,  is  my  wit- 
nefs,  that  mine  is  as  great  as  yours  1 
But,  to  filencereafon  at  once,  I  need 
only   bid   you  remember,    that   ne- 
ceffity  has  no  law.  1  love  you  to  that 
degree,  that  it  is  impoflible  for  you 
to  love  me  more:  and  be  affured,  that 
to  what  mafter  foever  I  lhall  belong, 
my  paflion  (hall  always  continue  the 
fame;  and  if  you  are  ever  able  to  re- 
deem me,  as  I  hope  you  may,  it  will 
be  the  greateft  pleafure  in  the  world 
to  be  in  your  pofiedion  again.   Alas  I 
to  what  a  fatal  and  cruel  neceffity  are 
we  driven!  But  I  fee  no  other  way 
of  freeing  ourfelves  from  the  mifery 
that  involves  us  both.' 
Noureddin,  who  very  well  knew  the 

truth  of  what  the  Fair  Perfian  had 
fpoken,  and  that  there  was  no  other 
way  of  avoiding  a  (hameful  poverty, 
was,  in  the  end,  forced  to  yield  to  her 

fiift 
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firft  requeft.  Accordingly  he  led  her 
to  the  market,  where  the  women  -flaves 
are  expofed  to  fale,  with  a  regret  that 
cannot  eafily  be  exprefled.  He  applied 
himfelf  to  a  courtier  named  Hagi  Ha  flan : 

*  Hagi  HaflTan,'  faid  he,  '  here  is  a  flave 
'  whom  I  have  a  mind  to  fell;  pr'ythee 
'  fee  what  they  will  give  for  her.* 

Hagi  Haflan  defiied  Noureddin  and 
the  Fair  Perfian  to  walk  into  the  room ; 
and,  when  fhe  had  pulled  off  the  veil 
that  covered  her  face — '  Sir,1  faid  Hagi 
Haflan  to  Noureddin,  in  a  great  fur- 
prize,  <  if  I  am  not  miltaken,  this  is  the 

*  flave  your  father,  the  late  vizier,  gave 
'  ten    thoufand   pieces   of  gold    for?' 
Noureddin  a  flu  red  him  that  it  was  the 
fame  ;  and  Hagi  Haflan  gave  him  fome 
hopes  of  felling  her  at  a  good  rate,  and 
promifed  to  uie  all  his  art  and  cunning, 
to  raife  her  price  as  high  as  it  would 
bear. 

Hagi  Haflan  and  Noureddin  went  out 
cf  the  room,  and  locked  the  Fair  Per- 
fian in.  Hagi  Haflan  went  immediately 
to  look  after  the  merchants;  but  they 
being  bufy  in  buying  flaves  who  came 
from  different  countries,  he  was  forced 
to  ftay  till  the  market  was  done.  When 
their  fale  was  over,  and  the  greateft 
part  of  them  got  together — e  My  ma- 
'  fters,'  faid  he  to  them,  with  an  air  of 
gaiety  in  his  looks  and  a&ions,  '  every 
thing  that  is  round  is  not  a  nut;  every 
thing  that  is  long  is  not  a  fig;  all  that 
is  red  is  not  flefh  ;  and  all  eggs  are 
not  frefh  !    It  is  true,  you  have  feen 
and  bought  a  great  many  flaves  in 
your  lives;  but  you  never  yet  faw  one 
comparable  to  her  I  am  going  to  tell 
you  of:  in  fhort,  fhe  is  the  very  pearl 
of  flaves.  Come,  follow  me,  and  you 
mall  fee  her  yourfelves,  and  by  that 
judge  at  what  rate  I  fhall  cry  her/ 
The  merchants  followed  Hagi  Haffan 
into  the  chamber  where  the  Fair  Periian 
•was;  and  as  foon  as  they  beheld  her, 
they  were  fo  furprized  at  her  beauty, 
that,  at  the  firft  word,  they  unanimoufly 
agreed  that  four  thoufand  pieces  of  gold 
was  the  very  lowed  price  they  could  fet 
upon   her.     The    merchants    left   the 
room;  and  Hagi  Haflan,  who  came  out 
with  them,  without  going  any  farther, 
proclaimed,  with  a  loud  voice — <  Four 
'  thoufand  pieces  of  gold  for  the  Per- 

*  fian  flave.' 

None  of  the  merchants  had  yet  of- 
fered any  thing;  and  they  were  but  juft 
confulting  together  about  what  they 


might  afford  to  give  for  her,  when  the 
viz-'er  Saouy,  perceiving  Noureddin  in 
the  market,  appeared;  who  faid  to 
himfelf — «  Noureddin  has  certainly 
'  made  fome  more  money  of  his  goods,* 
(for  he  knew  of  his  expofing  them  to 
fale)  '  and  is  come  hither  to  buy  a  flave 
'  with  it.'  Upon  this  he  advanced  for- 
ward, juft  as  Hagi  Haflan  began  to  pro- 
claim a  fecond  time — «  Four  thoufand 

*  pieces  of  gold  for  the  Perfian  flave.' 
The  vizier  Saouy,  who  concluded, 

by  the  extravagancy  of  the  price,  that 
fhe  muft  be  fome  extraordinary  piece 
of  beauty,  had  a  longing  defire  to  fee 
her;  fo  fpurring  his  horfe  forward,  he 
rode  dire&ly  up  to  Hagi  Haflan,  who 
was  in  the  very  middle  of  the  mer- 
chants. '  Open  the  door,'  faid  he, 

*  and  let  me  fee  the  flave.'     It  was  ne- 
ver the  cuftom  to  fhew  their  flaves  to 
any  particular  perfon  till  after  the  mer- 
chants had  feen  her,   and  had  the  re- 
fufai;    but  Saouy  being  a  perfon  of 
great  authority,    none  of  them  durft. 
difpute  their  right  with  him:  and  Hagi 
Haflan,  being  forced  to  open  the  door, 
beckoned  the  fair  flave  to  come  for- 
ward, that  Saouy  might  have  a  fight  of 
her,  without  the  trouble  of  alighting 
from  his  horfe. 

The  vizier  was  aftonifhed  at  the  fight 
of  fo  beautiful  a  flave;  and,  knowing 
the  courtier's  name,  having  formerly 
dealt  with  him  —  «  Hagi  Haflan,'  faid 
he,  '  is  it  not  at  four  thoufand  pieces 
of  gold  that  you  cry  her?'  —  '  Yes, 
Sir,'  anfwered  he;  'it  is  but  a  mo- 
ment fince  I  cried  her  at  that  price, 
and  the  merchants  whom  you  fee  ga- 
thered together  here  are  come  to  bid 
money  for  her ;  and  I  queftion  not 
but  they  will  give  a  great  deal  more 
than  that.' 

*  If  nobody  offers  an  higher,  I  will 
'  give  that  fum,'  replied  Saouy,  look- 
ing upon  the  merchants  at  the  fame 
time,  with  a  countenance  that  forbad 
them  to  advance  any  more.  In  fhort, 
he  was  fo  univerfally  dreaded,  that  no- 
body durft  fpeak  a  word,  even  fo  much 
as  to  complain  of  his  encroaching  upon 
their  privilege. 

The  vizier  Saouy  having  ftaid  fome 
time,  and  finding noneof  the  merchants 
out-bid  him — *  What  do  you  ftay  for?' 
faid  he  to  Hagi  Haflan.  *  Go,  look 
'  after  the  feller,  and  flrike  a  bargain 
'  with  him  at  four  thoufand  pieces  of 

*  gold,  or  more,  if  he  demands  it;'  not 

knowing 
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knowing  yet  that  the  (lave  belonged  to 

Noureddin. 

Hagi  HaflTan,  having  firft  locked  the 

chamber -door,   went  to  confer  notes 

with  Noureddin.  '  Sir,'  faid  he  to  him, 

I  am  very  forry  to  bring  you  the  ill 

news  of  your  flave's  being  juft  going 

to  be  fold  for  nothing.' — '  How  fo?' 

epiied  Noureddin.     '  Why,  Sir,'  faid 

Hagi  Haflan,  «  you  mutt  know,  that 
the  bufinefs  at  firft  went  on  rarely  ; 
for  asfoon  as  the  merchants  had  feen 
your  flave,  they  ordered  me  to  cry 
her  at  four  thoufand  pieces  of  gold  : 
accordingly  I  cried  her  at  that  price; 
upon  which  the  vizier  Saouy  came, 
whofe  prefence  has  (topped  the  mouths 
of  all  the  merchants,  who  feemed  in- 
clinable to  raife  her,  at  lead  to  the 
fame  price  your  deceafed  father  gave 
for  her.  Saouy  will  give  no  more 
than  four  thoufand  pieces;  and  it  is 
much  againft  my  inclination  that  I 
am  come  to  tell  you  the  defpicable 
price  he  offers.  The  flave  indeed  is 
your  own  ;  but  I  will  never  advife 
you  to  part  with  her  upon  thole  terms, 
fince  you  and  every  body  elfe  are 
fenfible  of  her  being  worth  infinitely 
more  :  befides,  he  is  bafe  enough  to 
contrive  a  way  to  trick  you  out  of  the 
money.' 

*  Hagi  Haflan,'  replied  Noureddin, 
I  am  highly  obliged  to  thee  for  thy 
advice;  but  I  do  not  think  I  will  ever 
fell  my  flave  to  an  enemy  of  our  fa- 
mily :  my  necefllties,  indeed,  are  at 
prefent  very  great ;  but  I  would  ra- 
ther die  in  the  moft  fhameful  poverty 
than  ever  confent  to  the  delivering 
her  up  to  his  arms.  I  have  only  one 
thing  to  beg  of  thee,  who  art  flcilful 
in  all  the  turns  and  (hifts  of  life,  that 
thou  wouldft  put  me  in  a  way  to  pre- 
vent the  fale  of  her.' 
«  Sir,'  faid  Hagi  Haflan,  «  there  is 
nothing  more  eafy  :  you  muft  pre- 
tend, that,  being  in  a  violent  pafllon 
with  your  flave,  you  fwore  to  expofe 
her  in  the  market ;  and,  for  the  lake 
of  your  oath,  you  have  now  brought 
her  hither,  without  any  manner  of 
intention  of  felling  her.  This  will 
fatisfy  every  body,  and  Saouy  will 
have  nothing  to  fay  againft  it.  Come 
along  with  me,  then;  and  juft  as  I 
am  prefenting  her  to  Saouy,  as  if  it 
were  by  your  own  confent,  pull  her 
to  you,  give  her  two  or  three  blows, 
and  fend  her  home/ — '  I  thank  thee 


*  for  thy  counfel,'    faid  Noureddin  ; 
'  and  thou  ihalt  fee  that  I  will  make 
'  ufe  of  it.' 

Hagi  Haflan  went  back  to  the  cham- 
ber ;  and  having  in  few  words  ac- 
quainted the  Fair  Perfian  with  their  de- 
fign,  that  (lie  might  not  be  furprized  at 
it,  he  took  her  by  the  hand,  and  led 
her  to  the  vizier  Saouy,  who  was  ftill 
on  horfeback  at  the  door.  '  Sir,'  faid 
he,  *  here  is  the  flave:  flie  is  yours; 

*  pray  take  her.' 

The  words  were  fcarce  out  of  Hagi 
Haffan's  mouth,  when  Noureddin, 
catching  hold  of  the  Fair  Perfian,  pulled 
her  to  him  ;  and,  giving  her  a  blow  on 
the  ear — '  Come  hither,  impertinence!* 
laid  he,  *  and  get  you  home  again;  for 
« 'though  your  ill-humour  induced  me 
«  to  fwear  I  would  bring  you  hither, 

*  yet  I  never  intended  to  fell  you  :   I 

*  have  bufinefs  for  you  to  do  yet ;  and 
'  it  will  be  time  enough  to  part  with 
<  you  when  I  have  nothing  elfe  left.' 

This  action  of  Noureddin  put  the  vi- 
zier Saouy  into  a  violent  palfion.  '  Mife- 
'  rable  debauchee!'  cried  he,  'wouldft 

*  thou  have  me  believe  that  thou  haft 

*  anything  elfe  left  to  make  money  of 
'  but  thy  flave  ?'   And  at  the  fime  in- 
ftant,  fpurring  his  horfe  directly  againft 
him,  endeavoured  to   have  carried  oif 
the  Fair  Perfian.     Noureddin,  nettled 
to  the  quick  at  the  affront  which  the 
vizier  had  put  upon  him,  quitted  the 
Fair  Perfian;  and,  laying  hold  of  his 
horfe's  bridle,   made  him  run  two  or 
three  paces  backwards.  *  Vile  dotard!' 
faid  he  to  the  vizier,  «  I  would  tear  thy 

*  foul  out  of  thy  body  this  very  mo- 

*  ment,  were  it  not  for  the  crowd  of 

*  people  here  prefent !' 

The  vizier  Saouy  being  loved  by  no- 
body, but,  oil  the  contrary,  hated  by 
all,  there  was  not  one  among  them  but 
was  then  pleafed  to  fee  Noureddin  mor- 
tify him  a  little ;  and,  by  ftirewd  figns, 
they  let  him  underftand  that  he  might 
revenge  himfelf  upon  him  as  much  as 
he  pleafed,  for  nobody  would  meddle 
with  their  quarrel. 

Saouy  endeavoured  all  he  could  to 
make  Noureddin  quit  the  bridle;  but 
he  being  a  lufty,  vigorous  man,  and 
encouraged  by  thofe  who  ftood  by, 
pulled  him  off  his  horfe  in  the  middle 
of  a  brook,  gave  him  a  thoufand  blows, 
and  darned  his  head  againft  the  ftones 
till  it  was  t  11  in  a  gore  of  blood.  The 
y  aited  upon  the  vizier  would 
Y  y  fain 
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fain  have  drawn  their  fcymetars,  and 
have  fallen  upon  Noureddin  ;    but  the 
merchants  interpofing,  prevented  them 
from  doing  it.    '  What  do  you  mean  ?' 
faid  they  to  them.     '  Do  you  not  fee 
that  the  one  is  a  vizier,  and  the  other 
a  vizier's  fon  ?  Let  them  difpute  their 
quarrel    themfelves  :     perhaps    they 
will  be  reconciled  one  time  or  other ; 
whereas,  if  you  had  killed  Noured- 
din, your  mafter,  with  all  his  great- 
nefs,   could   not  have  been   able   to 
proteft  you  againft  the  law.' 
Noureddin,  having  given  over  beat- 
ing the  vizier  Saouy,  left  him   in  the 
middle  of  the  brook;  and,  taking  the 
Fair  Perfian,  marched  home  with  her, 
being   attended    by    the    people    with 
Ihouts  and  acclamations  for  the  aclion 
he  had  performed. 

The  vizier  Saouy,  cruelly  bruifed 
with  the  ftrok.es  he  had  received,  by  the 
afliftance  of  his  flaves,  made  fhift  to 

fet  up,  and  had  the  mortification  to  fee 
imfelf  befmeared  all  over  with  blood 
and  dirt.  He  leaned  upon  the  (boulders 
of  two  Haves, and  in  that  condition  went 
ftraight  to  the  palace,  in  the  fight  of  all 
the  people,  with  fo  much  greater  con- 
fufion,  becaufe  nobody  pitied  him.  As 
foon  as  he  reached  the  king's  apart- 
ment, he  began  to  cry  out,  and  call  for 
juftice,  after  a  lamentable  manner.  The 
king  ordered  him  to  be  admitted  j  and 
as  foon  as  he  came,  he  aflced  him  who 
it  was  that  had  abuled  and  put  him  into 
that  miferable  pickle.      '  Sir,'    cried 
Saouy,  *  your  majefty  ought  to  afford 
me  a  large  fhare  of  your  favour,  and 
to  take  into  your  royal  confideration 
my  late  abufe,   fmce  it  was  chiefly 
upon  your  account  that  I  have  been 
fo  barbaroufly  treated.'  — l  Say  no 
more  of  that,'  replied  the  king,  '  but 
let  me  hear  the  whole  (lory  fimply  as 
it  is,  and  who  the  offender  is  5  and, 
if  he  is  in   the  wrong,   you  may  de- 
pend upon  it  that  he  lhall  be  feverely 
punifhed.' 

''Sir,'  faid  Saouy  then,  telling  the 
vhole  matter  to  his  own  advantage, 
having  an  occafion  for  a  cook -maid, 
I  went  to  the  market  of  women- 
llaves  to  buy  one.  When  I  came  thi- 
ther, there  was  a  Have  juft  cried  at 
four  thoufand  pieces  of  gold  :  I  or- 
dered them  to  bring  the  (lave  before 
me;  and  I  think  my  eyes  never  did, 
nor  e>  er  will,  behold  a  more  glorious 
creature  than  Ihe  is.  I  had  not  time 


to  examine  her  beauty  thoroughly  j 
but,  however,  I  immediately  afked  to 
whom  (he  belonged;  and,  upon  en- 
quiry, I  found  that  Noureddin,  for* 
to  the  late  vizier  Khacan,  had  the 
difpbfing  of  her. 

'  Sir,  you  may  remember  that,  about 

two  or  three  years  ago,  you  gave  that 

vizier  ten  thoufand  pieces  of  gold, 

ftriftly   charging  him   to  buy   you  a 

(lave  with  them.    The  money  indeed 

was  laid  out   upon  this  very  (lave  } 

bur,  inftead  of  bringing  her  to  your 

majefty,  thinking  his  fon  deferved  her 

better,  he  made  him  a  prefent  of  her. 

Noureddin,  fince  his  father's  death, 

having  wafted  his  whole  fortune  in 

riot  and   feafting,   has   nothing   left 

but  this  flave,  whom  he  intended  to 

part  with;  and  therefore  (he  was  to 

be  fold  in  his  name.    I  fent  for  him; 

and,  without  mentioning  any  thing 

of  his    father's  bafenefs,   or   rather 

treachery,   to   your  majefty,   I  very 

civilly  told  him — "  Noureddin,"  faid 

I,  "  the  merchants,  I  perceive,. have 

put  your  flave  up  at  four  thoufand 

pieces  of  gold;    and  I  queftion  not 

but,  in  emulation  of  each  other,  they 

will  raife  the  price  confiderably;  let 

"  me  have  her  for  the  four  thouland 

"  pieces;  I  am  going  to  buy  her  for 

"  the  king,  our  lord  and  mafter:    this 

"  will  be  a  handfome  opportunity  of' 

"  making  your  court  to  him,  and  his 

<r  favour   will   be  worth  a  great  deal 

"  more  than  the  merchants  can  pro- 

"  pole  to  give  you." 

'  Inftead  of  returning  me  a  civil  an- 
'  fwer,  as  in  good  manners  he  ought  to 
'  have  done,  the  infolent  wretch,  be- 

*  holding  me  with  an  air  of  fiercenefs— 
"  Decrepid  villain!"  faid  he,  "I  had 
"  rather  fell  my  flave  to  a  Jew  for  no- 
"  thing  than  to  thee  for  money!"— 
"  Noureddin,"  replied  I,  without  any 
'  manner  of  pafllon,  though  I  had  fome 

*  reafon  to  be  a  little  warm,  "  you  do 
•'  not  confider  that  in  talking  at  this 
*'  rate  you  affront  the  king,   who  has 
"  raifed  both  your  father  and   me  to 
"  the  honours  we  have  enjoyed." 

«  This  admonition,  inftead  of  mov- 
ing him  to  a  compliance,  provoked 
him  to  a  higher  degree;  fo  that,  fall- 
ing upon  me  like  a  madman,  be  pulled 
me  off  my  horfe,  beat  me  as  long  as 
he  could  ftand  over  me,  and  has  put 
me  into  this  miferable  plight  your 
majefty  fees  me  in.  And  therefore  J 
«  befeech 
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«   befeech  you,  Sir,  to  confider  me,  fince 
'   it  is  upon  your  account  I  have  been 

*  fo  openly  affronted.'     At  the  end  of 
thefe  words  he  bowed  his  head  ;  and, 
turning  about,  wept  a  plentiful  fhower 
of  tears. 

The  abufed  king,  highly  incenfed 
againft  Noureddin  by  this  relation, 
which  was  full  of  malice  and  artifice, 
difcovered  by  his  countenance  the  vio- 
lence of  his  anger;  and,  turning  to  the 
captain  of  his  guards,  who  flood  near 
\}\m — 'Take  forty  of  your  foldiers,' faid 
he,  *  and  go  immediately  and  plunder 

*  Noureddin's  houfe  ;  and,  having  or- 
'  dered  it  to  be  razed  to  the  ground, 
'  bring  him  and  his  flave  along  with 

*  you.* 

The  captain  of  the  guards  was  not 
gone  out  of  the  king's  prefence,  when 
a  gentleman -ufher  belonging  to.  the 
court,  who  overheard  the  order  that  had 
been  given,  got  before  him.  His  name 
was  Sangiar;  and  he  had  been  formerly 
the  vizier  Khacan's  flave,  by  whole  fa- 
vour he  was  brought  into  the  court  fer- 
vice;  where,  by  degrees,  he  was  ad- 
vanced higher. 

Sangiar,  full  of  gratitude  for  his  old 
matter,  and  affeftion   for  Noureddin, 
with  whom  in  his  infancy  he  had  often 
played,   and  being  no  llranger  to  Sa- 
ouy's  hatred  of  Khacan's  family,  could 
not  hear  the  orders  without  concern 
and  trembling.     *  May  be/  faid  he  to 
himl'elf,   «  this  aftion  of  Noureddin's 
is  not  altogether  fo  black  as  Saouy 
has  reprefented  it;  but,  however,  the 
king  is  prejudiced  againft  him,   and 
will  certainly  put  him  to  death,  with- 
out allowing  him  time  to  juflify  him- 
felf.'     He   made  fo   much   hafte   to 
Noureddin's  houfe,  as  to  get  thither 
time  enough  to  acquaint  him  with  what 
had  patTed  at  court,  and  for  him  to  pro- 
vide for  his  own  and  the  Fair  Perfian's 
fafety.     He  knocked  fo  violently  loud 
at  the  door,  that  Noureddin,  who  had 
been  a  great  while  without  any  fervant, 
ran  immediately  to  open  it.  'My  dear 
lord,'  faid  Sangiar,   *  here  is  no  more 
ftaying  for  you  in  Balfora  !   If  you 
defign  to  fave  yourfelf,  you  mud  lofe 
no  time,  but  depart  from  hence  this 
very  moment !' 

*  Why    fo?'     replied    Noureddin. 

What  is  the  reafon  that  I  mull  be 

gone   fo   foon  ?'  —  <  Ah,   Sir!'    faid 

Sangiar,  *  make  hafte  away,  and  take 

'  your  flave  with  you :    for,  in  fhort, 


Saouy  has  been  juft  now  acquainting 
the  king,  after  his  own  way  of  tell- 
ing it,  all  that  has  happened  between 
you  and  him}  and  the  captain  of  the 
guards  will  be  here  in  an  inftant,  with 
forty  foldiers,  and  feize  you  and  the 
Fair  Perfian.  Here,  Sir,  take  thefe 
forty  pieces  of  gold;  it  is  all  I  have 
about  me,  to  afllft  you  in  finding  out 
fome  other  place  of  fafety.  Excufe 
my  not  flaying  any  longer  with  you  j 
I  leave  you  with  a  great  deal  of  un- 
willingnefs;  but  I  do  it  for  the  good 
of  us  both  :  I  have  fo  much  intereft 
with  the  captain  of  the  guards,  that 
he  will  take  no  notice  of  me.''  San- 
giar gave  Noureddin  but  jufl  time  to 
thank  him,  and  away  he  went. 

Noureddin  prefently  acquainted  the 
Fair  Perfian  with  the  abfolute  necefluy 
of  their  going  that  moment.  She  only 
ftaid  to  put  on  her  veil,  and  then  they 
both  ftole  out  of  the  houfe  together; 
and  were  fo  very  lucky  as  not  only  to 
get  clear  of  the  city,  without  the  leaft 
notice  being  taken  of  their  efcape,  but 
alfo  fafely  to  arrive  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Euphrates,  where  they  embarked  in  a 
veffel  that  lay  ready  to  weigh  anchor. 

They  were  no  fooner  on  fhip-board, 
but  the  captain  came  upon  deck  amongft 
his  paffengers:  'My  children,'  faid  he 
to  them,  *  are  you  all  here  ?  Have  you 

*  any  more  bufinefs  to  do  in  the  city  ? 
'  or  have  you  left    any  thing  behind 

*  you?'      They  were 'all   there,  they 
anfwered  him,    and    ready    prepared  j 
fo   that   he  might  fet  fail    as   foon  as 
he  pleafed.     When    Noureddin    came 
aboard,  the  firft  queftion  he  afked  was, 
whither  the  fliip  was  bound  }   and  be- 
ing told  for  Bagdad,  he  greatly  rejoiced 
at  it.     And   now  the  captain   having 
weighed  anchor,  fet  fail,  and  the  veffel, 
with  a  very  favourable  wind,  loft  fight 
of  Balfora. 

But  now  let  us  fee  how  matters  went 
at  Balfora,  in  the  mean  time,  while 
Noureddin  and  the  Fair  Perfian  made 
their  efcape  from  the  fury  of  the  enrag- 
ed king. 

The  captain  of  the  guards  came  to 
Noureddin's  houfe,  and  knocked  at  the 
door,  but  nobody  coming  to  open  it,  he 
ordered  his  foldiers  to  break  it  down, 
who  immediately  obeyed  him,  and  in 
they  rufhed  in  a  fuil  body.  They 
fearched  every  hole  and  corner  of  the 
houfe;  but  neither  he  nor  the  Fair  Per- 
fian were  to  be  found.  The  captain  of 
y  y  a  the 
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the  guards  made  them  enquire  of  the 
neighbours,  and  he  aiked  himfeif  if 
they  had  feen  them  lately.  It  was  all 
in  vain  5  for  if  they  had  feen  him  go  out 
of  his  houfe,  fo  univerfally  beloved 
was  Noureddtn,  that  not  one  of  them 
would  have  faid  the  leaft  word  that 
might  be  injurious  to  him.  As  ibon  as 
they  had  rifled  the  houfe,  and  levelled 
it  to  the  ground,  they  went  to  acquaint 
the  king  with  the  news.  'Look  for 
'  them,'  faid  he,  'in  fome  other  places, 
4  for  I  am  refolved  to  have  them  found.' 
The  captain  of  the  guards  made  a 
fecond  fearch  after  them  i  and  the  king 
difmifTed  the  vizier  Saouy  with  a  great 
deal  of  honour.  '  Go  home,'  faid  he 
to  him;  *  trouble  yourfelf  no  farther 
«  with  Noureddin's  punifhment;  for 

*  with  my  own  hand  I  will  revenge  the 
«  infolence  he  has  offered  yourperfon.' 

Without  any  farther  delay,  the  king 
ordered  the  publick  criers  to  proclaim 
throughout  the  whole  city  a  reward  of 
a  thoufand  pieces  of  gold  for  any  per- 
fon  that  mould  apprehend  Noureddin 
and  the  Fair  Perfian,  with  a  fevere 
punifliment  upon  whoever  (hould  con- 
ceal them.  But  after  all  this  pains  and 
tro.uble,  there  was  no  news  to  be  heard 
pf  them;  and  the  vizier  Saouy  had  only 
the  comfort  of  feeing  the  king  efpoufe 
his  quarrel. 

In  the  mean  time,  Noureddin  and  the 
Fair  Perfian,  after  a  profperouj  voyage, 
landed  fafe  at  Bagdad.  As  foon  as  the 
captain  came  within  fight  of  that  city, 
pleafed  that  his  voyage  was  at  an  end-r- 

*  Children,'  cried  he  to  the  pafiengers, 
cheer    up,    and   be    merry.     Look, 
yonder  is  that  great   and  wonderful 
city,  where  there  is  a  perpetual  con- 
courfe  of  people  from  all  parts  o.f  the 
world  :    there   you  fhall    meet  with 
innumerable  crowds  every  day,  and 
never  feel   the   extremity  of  cold  in 
winter,  nor  the  excefs  of  heat  in  fum- 
mer;    but  enjoy    an  eternal  fpring, 
always    crowned    with  flowers,  and 
the  delicious  fruits  of  autumn.' 
When  the  veffel  came  to  anchor,  a 

little  below  the  city,  the  paflengers  got 
afhore,  and  every  body  went  to  the  place 
they  deigned  to  lay  at  that  night.  Nou- 
reddin gave  the  captain  five  pieces  of 
gold  for  his  pafTage,  and  went  afliore 
alfo  with  the  Fair  Perfian  ;  but  being  a 
perfect  ftranger  in  Bagdad,  he  was  at 
a  lofs  for  a  lodging.  They  rambled  a 
conftderable  time  about  the  gardens 


that  bordered  on  the  Tigris,  and  keep* 
ing  clofe  to  one  of  them  that  was  in- 
clofed  with  a  very  high  wall  at  the  end 
of  it,  they  turned  inwa  itreet  very  finely 
paved,  where  they  perceived  a  garden- 
door,  and  a  charming  fountain  near  it. 
The  door,  which  was  very  magnifi- 
cent, happened  to  be  (hut,  but  the  porch 
was  open,  in  which  there  ftood   a  fofa 
on  each  fide.    '  This  is  a  very  convenU 
*  ent  place  for  us,'  faid  Noureddin  to 
the  Fair  Perfian:  'night  comes  on  apace; 
and  though  we  have  eat  nothing  fince 
our  landing,   yet   I  believe   we  muft 
e'en  lie  here  to-night,  and  to-morrow 
we  mail   have  time  enough  to  get  a 
lodging.    What  fay  you   to  that,   my 
dear?' — <  Sir,'  replied  the  Fair  Per- 
ian,  «  you  know  very  well  I  am  never 
againft  what  you  propofe;  therefore 
let  us  go  no  farther,  fince  you  are 
willing  to  (lay  here.'     Each  of  them 
having  drank  a  draught  of  water  at  the 
fountain,  they   laid  themfelves.   down 
tipon  one  of  the  fofas ;  and,  after  a  little; 
chat, being  invited  by  the  agreeable  mur- 
mur of  the  water,  they  fell  faft  afleep. 

The  garden,  it  feems,  belonged  to 
the  caliph,  and  in  the  middle  of  it  there 
was  a  pavilion,  .called  the  Pavilion  of 
Pictures,  becau.fe  it's  chief  ornament 
was  picluies,  after  the  Perfian  manner, 
drawn  by  the  moft  celebrated  limners 
in  Perfia,  whom  the  caliphs  fent  for 
on  purpofe.  The  (lately  haU  beneath 
this  pavilion  was  adorned  with  four- 
fcore  windows,  and  in  every  window 
a  branched  candleftick.  The  candles 
were  never  lighted  but  when  the  caliph 
came  thither  to  fpend  the  evening, 
which  was  never  but  when  the  weather 
was  fo  very  calm,  that  not  a  breath  of 
air  was  ftirring.  Then  indeed  they 
made  aglorious  illumination,  and  could 
plainly  be  difcerned  at  a  vaft  diftance 
in  the  country  on  that  fide,  and  by  the 
greateft  part  of  the  city. 

There  was  but  one  perfon  that  had 
the  charge  of  this  fine  garden,  and  the 
place  was  at  this  time  enjoyed  by  a  very 
ancient  officer,  named  Scheich  Ibrahim, 
whom  the  caliph  himfeif,  for  fome  im- 
portant iervice,  put  into  that  employ- 
ment, with  a  ftrift  charge  not  to  let 
all  forts  of  people  in,  but  efpecially  to 
fufFer  nobody  to  fit  down  on  the 
fofas  that  ftood  at  the  outward  door, 
that  they  might  always  be  clean  and 
handfome;  and  whenever  he  found  any 
body  there,  to  punifh  them  feverely. 
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Some  bnfinefs  had  obliged  this  offi- 
cer to  go  abroad,  and  he  was  not  as  yet 
returned  :  when  he  came  back,  there 
was  juft  day-light  enough  for  him  to 
difcern  two  perfons  afleep  upon  one  of 
the  fofas,  with  both  their  heads  under 
a  piece  of  linen-cloth,  to  fecure  them 
from  the  gnats.  «  Very  well/  faid 
Scheich  Ibrahim  to  himfelf,  «  here  are 

<  brave  people,  to  difobey  the  caliph's 

<  orders;  but  I  will  take   care  to  pay 

<  them  handfomely  what  they  deferve.' 
Upon  this  he  opened  the  door  very  fo ft  ly, 
and  in  a  moment  after  returning  with  a 
fwinging  cane  in  his  hand,    and   his 
fleeve  tucked  up  to  the  elbow,  he  was 
juft  goin'g  to  lay  on  them  with  all  his 
force ;    but  witholding    his    arm,    he 
began  to  reafon  with  himfelf  after  this 
manner  :  *  Thou  waft  going  to  ftrike, 

without  any  confideration,  thole  th?.t 

perhaps  are  ftrangers,  deftitute  of  a 

lodging,  and  utterly  ignorant  of  the 

caliph "9  order;  fo   that  it  would  be 

advifeable  in  thee  to  know  firft  who 

they  are.'     Upon  this  he  gently  lifted 

Vp  the  linen   that  covered  their  heads, 

and  being  wonderfully  aftonifhed  to  fee 

two  perfons  fo  mighty  beautiful  and 

well  fhaped,  he  waked  Noureddin  with 

pulling  him  foftly  by  the  feet. 

Noureddin  prefently  lifting  up  his 
head,  and  feeing  an  old  man  with  a  long 
white  beard  (landing  at  his  feet,  got 
up;  and,  throwing  himfelf  upon  his 
Jtnees — Good  father,'  faid  he,  «  heaven 
preferve  you  !  What  do  you  want?' — 
My  fon,'  replied  Scheich  Ibrahim, 
who  are  you,  and  from  whence  came 
you  ?' — «  We  are  ftrangers  newly  ar- 
rived,' anfwered Noureddin;  '  and  we 
f  would  fain  tarry  here  till  to-morrow/ 
— '  This  is  not  a  proper  place  for  you/ 
faid  Scheich  Ibrahim;  *  but  come  in 

*  with  me,    and  I  will  find  one  fitter 

*  for  you  to  deep  in  than  this  :  and  I 

*  fancy  the  fight  of  the  garden,  which 
?  is  very  fine,  will   pleaie  you,  when 
'  you  fee  it  to-morrow  by  day-light.'— 

*  Is  this  garden  your  own  ?'  faid  Nou- 
yeddin.     '  Yes,'   replied  Scheich  Ibra- 
him;   'it  is  an  inheritance  left  me  by 

*  my  father:    pray  walk  in,  for  I  am 
'  fure  you  will  not  repent  your  feeing 
«  it.' 

Noureddin  rofe  up  to  thank  Scheich 
Ibrahim  for  the  civility  he  had  mewn 
them  ;  and  afterwards  the  Fair  Perfian 
and  he  went  into  the  garden.  Scheich 
Ibrahim  locked  the  door  j  and,  going 


before,  led  them  to  an  eminence,  from 
whence  at  one  look  they  migjit  almoil 
take  a  view  of  the  grandeur,  order,  and 
beauty  of  the  whole  garden. 

Noureddin  had  feen  very  fine  gardens 
in  Ballbra,  but  never  any  comparable 
to  this.     Having  fatisfied  his  curiofity 
in  looking  upon  every  thing  worth  tak- 
ing notice  of,  as  he  was  walking  in  one 
of  the  alleys,   he  turned  about   to    the 
officer  that   was   with   him,  and   afked 
him  what  his  name  was.     As  foon  as 
he  told  him  it   was  Scheich  Ibrahim— 
Scheich  Ibrahim,'  faid  he  to  him,  'I 
muft  confefs  this  is  a  charming  gar- 
den indeed.    Heaven  fend  you  long  to 
enjoy  the  pleafures  of  it !  And  we  can- 
not fufficiently  thank  you  for  the  fa- 
vour of  ihewing  us  a  place  fo  worth 
our   feeing:  however,  it  is  but  jult 
that  we  fhould  make  you  feme  amends 
for  your  kindnefs  ;  therefore  hereaie 
two  pieces  of  gold,  take  them   and 
get  us  fomething  to  eat,  that  we  may 
be  merry  together  before  wepart.' 
At  the  fight  of  the  two  pieces  of  gold, 
Scheich  Ibrahim,  who  was  a  great  ad- 
mirer of  that  metal, laughed  in  hisfleevej 
he  took  them;  and,  leaving Noureddia 
and  the  Fair   Perfian    by   themfelves, 
went  to  provide  what  he  was  fentabout. 
As  foon  as  he  was  alone,  faid   he  to 
himfelf,  with  abundance  of  joy,  '  thefe 
are  generous  people-,  I  mould  highly 
have  injured  myfelf,  if,  through  im~ 
prudence  or  rafhnefs,  I  hadabuledand 
d«iven  them  hence;  the  tenth  part  of 
the  money  will  treat  them  like  princes, 
and  the  reft  I  will  keep  for  my  pains 
and  trouble.' 
While  Scheich  Ibrahim  was  gone  to 
fetch  fomething  for  his  own  fupper,  as 
well  as  for  his  guefts,  Noureddin  and 
the  Fair  Perfian  took  a  waik  in  the  gar- 
den, fometimes  in  one  place,  and  fome- 
times  in  another,  till  at  latt  they  came 
to  the  pavilion  of  piftures  that  was  in. 
the  middle  of  it.     They  flood  a  pretty 
while  to  admire  it's  wonderful  ftruclure, 
beauty  and  loftinefs  ;  and  after  taking 
a  full  view  of  it  on  every  fide,  they 
went  up  a  great   many  fteps  of  fine 
white  marble,  to  the  haH-door,  which 
they  found  locked. 

They  were  but  juft  got  to  the  bot- 
tom of  the  fteps  as  Scheich  Ibrahim 
returned,  loaded  with  provifions. 
*  Scheich  Ibrahim,'  faid  Noureddin, 
in  a  great  furprize,  f  did  you  not  tell 
1  us  that  this  was  your  garden  ?' — «  I 
'•  did, 
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*  did,'  replied  Scheich  Ibrahim,  '  and 

*  do  fo  ftill.' — '  And  does  this  magni- 

*  ficent   pavilion  alfo  belong  to  you  ?* 
faid  Noureddin.    Scheich  Ibrahim  was 
put    to    a    nonplus,     and    would    not 
hearken  to  any  more  queftions  ;  '  For,* 
faid  he  to  himfelf,  <  if  I   mould  fay  it 

*  is  none  of  mine,  he  will  prefently  aflc 

*  me  how  I  can  be  m after  of  the  gar- 
«  den,  and  not  the  pavilion:'  fo  that,  be- 
ing willing  to  make  them  believe   the 
garden  was  his,  he  faid  the  fame  of  the 
pavilion.     '  My   fon,'    faid  he,    *  the 

*  pavilion  is  not  diftinft  from  the  gar- 
1   den;  but  they  both  belong  to  me.' — 

*  If  fo,'  laid   Noureddin,  '  fince   you 
e  are  willing  to  let  us  be  your  guefts 
«  to-night,  do  us  the  favour  to  mew  us 

*  the  infide  of  it;  for  if  we  may  judge 
«  by  the  outward  appearance,  it  mult 
s  certainly  be  very  fplendid   and  mag- 
'  nificent.' 

It  would  have  been  a  great  piece  of 
incivility  in  Scheich  Ibrahim  to  have 
refufed  Noureddin  that  favour,  after 
thereturns  he  had  made  him:  moi cover, 
he  confidered  that  the  caliph, not  having 
given  any  notice,  according  to  the  ufual 
cuftom,it  waslikelyhe  would  not  be  there 
that  night,  and  therefore  refolved  to 
treat  his  guefts,  and  fup  with  them  in 
that  room.Helaid  theprovifionsupon  the 
firlt  ttep,  while  he  went  to  his  chamber 
to  fetch  the  key:  he  foon  returned  with 
a  light,  and  opened  the  door. 

Noureddin  and  the  Fair  Perfian  en- 
tered the  hall;  and,  finding  it  fo  extra- 
vagantly furpming,  could  not  forbear 
Admiring  the  beauty  and  richnefsof  the 
place.  Indeed,  without  faying  any  thing 
of  the  pictures,  which  were  admira- 
bly well  drawn,  the  fofas  were  very 
noble  and  coftly:  befides  the  branched 
candlefticks,  that  were  fixed  to  every 
•window,  there  was  a  filver  fpring  be- 
tween each  crofs-bar,  with  a  wax  can- 
dle in  it.  Noureddin  could  not  behold 
thefe  glorious. objfccls,  which  put  him 
in  mind  of  his  former  greatnefs,  with- 
out fighing. 

In  the  mean  time,  Scheich  Ibrahim 
was  getting  fupper  ready :  and  the  cloth 
being  laid  upon  a  fofa,  and  every  thing 
in  order,  Noureddin,  the  Fair  Perfian, 
and  he,  fat  down  and  eat  together. 
When  fupper  was  done,  and  they  had 
waflied  their  hands,  Noureddin  opened 
the  cafement;  and,  calling  the  Fair  Per- 
fian to  him — '  Come  hither,  my  dear,' 
(aid  he,  *  and  with  me  admire  the 


*  charming  profpecl  and  beauty  of  the 
-«  garden  by  moon-light;  for  certainly 

*  nothing  can  be  more  agreeable.'    She 
came  to  him;   and  they  both  diverted 
themfelves  with  that  lovely  objecl,whi!e 
Scheich   Ibrahim  was  bufy   in  taking 
away  the  cloth. 

When  Scheich  Ibrahim  came  to  his 
guefts  again,  Noureddin  afked  him 
whether  he  had  any  good  liquor  in  his 
lodging  to  treat  them  with.  '  What 

*  liquor    would    you    have?'    replied 
Scheich  Ibrahim;  '  Sherbet?     I   have 

*  the  beft  in   the  world:    but  fherbet, 

*  you  know,  my  fon,   is  never  drank 
'  after  fupper.' 

*  I  know  that  very  well,*  faid  Nou- 
reddin.   «  It  is  not  (herbet,  but  another 

*  fort  of  liquor,  that  we  afk  you  for;  and 
'  lam  furprized  at  your  not  underftand- 

*  ing  me.' — 'It  is  wine,  then,  I  per- 

*  ceive,  that  you  fpeak  of,'  faid  Scheich 
Ibrahim.     '  You  have  hit  right,'  re- 
plied   Noureddin;  *  and    if  you    have 
'  any,  pray  let  us  have  a  bottle.  You 

*  know  a  bottle  after  fupper  is  a  very 

*  proper  companion  to  fpend  the  hours 
'  with  till  bed-time.' 

*  Heaven   defend  me  from  keeping 
'  wine  in  my  houfe,  and  from  ever  go- 
«  ing  to  a  place  where  any  is  to  be  fold!' 
cried  Scheich  Ibrahim.     '  A  man,  as 
1   I  am,  who  have  been  a  pilgrimage 
'  four  times  to  Mecca,  and  have  re- 
«  nounced  wine  forever!' 

*  However,'   faid  Noureddin,  '  you 
'  would  do  us  a  fingular  kindnefs  iti 

*  getting  us  a  little  for  our  own  drink- 

*  ing;  and,  if  it  be  not  too  much  trou- 
'  ble,  I  will  put  you  in  a  way  how  you 
«  may  do  it,  without  ever  going  into 
'  the  inn,   or  fo  much  as  laying  your 

*  hand  upon  the  vefTel  that  contains  it.* 
— '  Upon  that  condition  I  will  do  it,' 
replied   Scheich   Ibrahim;    *  therefore 

*  pray  let  me  know  how  I  am  to  ma- 
'  nage  it.* 

'  Why,  then,'  faid  Noureddin  to 
him,  '  we  juft  now  faw  an  afs  tied  at 
4  the  entrance  of  the  garden,  which 

*  certainly  muft  be  yours,  and  which 
«  you  may  make  ufe  of  in  this  extre- 

*  mity.     Here  are  two  pieces  of  gold 
«  more;  take  them;  and  lead  your  afs 
'  with  the  panniers  towards  the  next 
«  inn.     You  may  ftand  at  as  great  a 
«  diftance  as  you  pleafe:  do  but  give 
'  fomethirtg  to  the  next  paffenger  that 

*  comes  by,  and  defire  him  to  go  with 

*  your  ais  to  the  innj  there  load  him 

<  with 
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<  with  two  pitchers  of  wine,  one  in  each 
«  pannier,  which  he  muft  pay  for  out  of 
•  the  money  we  have  given  you;  and  fo 
«  let  him  bring  the  afs  back  to  you. 
«  You   will  have  nothing  to  do  but  to^ 
«  drive  the  beaft  hither  before  you,  for* 
«  we  will  take  the  wine  out  of  the  pan - 
«  niers;  and,  by  this  means,  you  will 
«  aft  nothing  but  what  you  may  do 

<  without  any  fcrnpleat  all.' 

The  two  laft  pieces  of  gold  that 
Scheich  Ibrahim  was  going  to  receive, 
wrought  wonderfully  upon  his  temper. 
«  Ah,  my  fonl'  cried  lie,  «  you 


have 


ontrived  the  matter  rarely;  and  had 
«  if  not  been  for  your  invention,  I 
«  fhould  never  have  found  out  a  way 
*  of  getting  you  fome  wine,  without  a 
«  little  fcruple  of  confcience.'  Away 
he  went  to  execute  the  orders  he  had  re- 
ceived ;  and,  upon  his  return,  which 
was  in  a  little  time,  Noureddin  went 
down  ftairs;  and,  taking  the  wine  out 
of  the  panniers,  carried  it  into  the 
hall. 

Scheich  Ibrahim,  having  led  the  afs 

back  to  the  place  from  whence  he  took 

him,  came  to  him    again.     '  Scheich 

Ibrahim,'    faid  Noureddin    to^  him, 

we  cannot  enough  thank  you  for  the 

trouble  we  have  already  given  you; 

but,  my  friend,  we  want  ibmething 

yet.'  —  '    What     is     that?'     replied 

Scheich  :  '  is  it  any  thing  that  I  can  be 

farther    ferviceable    to    you    in?'  — 

Why,'  faid  Noureddin,  '  we  have  no 

cups  to  drink  out  of;   and  a  littie 

choice  fruit,   if  you  have  any,  will 

be  very  acceptable  to  us.'  —  '  Do  but 

fay  what  you  have  a  mind  to,'  replied 

Scheich  Ibrahim,  «  and  you  (hall  have 

*  every  thing  to  your  heart's  content.' 
Down  went  Scheich  Ibrahim,  and  in 

a  (hort  time  fpread  a  table  for  them, 
with  porcelain  difhes  full  of  all  forts 
of  delicious  fruits,  befides  a  great  num- 
ber of  gold  and  filver  cups  to  drink  out 
of;  and,  having  afked  them  if  they 
wanted  any  thing  elfe,  he  withdrew, 
though  they  preifed  him  earneitly  to 
ftay. 

Noureddin  and  the  Fair  Peifian  fat 
down  again;  and,  after  drinking  each 
a  cup,  declared  themfelves  very  well 
plealed  with  the  wine.  *  Well,  my 

*  dear,'  faid  Noureddin  to  the  Fair  Per- 
fian, *  are  we  not  the  moft  fortunate  per- 

*  fons  in  the  world,  after  fo  many  dan- 
'  gers,  to  meet  with  fo  charming  and 

*  agreeable  a  place?    Come,  let  us  be 


*  merry;   and  think  no   more  on   the 

*  hardfhips  of  our  voyage.     Can  my 
«  happinefs   be  greater  in  this  world, 

*  than  to  have   you  on  one  fide  of  me, 

*  and  my  bottle  on  the  other?'     They 
took  off  their  cups  pretty  heartily,  and 
diverted  themfelves  very  agreeably  in 
tinging  each  of  them  a  fong. 

Both  of  them  having  very  fine  voices, 
but  efpecially  theFairPerfian,  Scheich 
Ibrahim,  who  had  ftood  hearkening  a 
great  while  on  the  fteps,  without  dif- 
coveringhimfelf,  was  perfectly  charm- 
ed with  their  fongs.  He  could  contain 
himfelf  no  longer;  but,  thrufting  his 
head  in  at  the  door — *  Courage,  Sir," 
faid  he  to  Noureddin,  whom  he  took  to 
be  quite  drunk;  '  I  am  overjoyed  to 
*  fee  you  fo  merry.' 

*  Ah,  Scheich  Ibrahim,''  cried  Nou- 
feddin,    turning  to  him,  '  you  are  a 
glorious  man,  and  we  are  extremely 
obliged  to  you.     We  dare  not  aflc  you. 
to  drink  a  cup;  but  pray  walk  in, 
and  let  us  have-tbe  honour,  at  Jeaft, 
of  your  company." — 'Excufe  me,  Sir/    . 
aid  Scheich  Ibrahim:  *  thepleafure  of 
hearing  your  fongs  is  fufRcient  for 
me.'     Upon  this  he  immediately  re- 
tired. 

The  Fair  Perfian  perceiving  Scheich 
Ibrahim,  through  one  of  the  windows, 
ftanding   upon    the  fteps   without   the 
door,  told  Noureddin  of  it.     '  Sir,'  faid 
(he,  '  you  fee  what  an  averfion  he  has 
for  wine;  yet  I  queftion  not  in  the  leaft 
to  make  him  drink  fome,  if  you  will 
do  as  I  would  have  you.'     Noured- 
in  alked  her  what  it  was.     «  Do  but 
fay  the  word,'  replied  he,  '  and  I  am 
ready  to  do  what  you  pleafe.' — '  Pre- 
vail with  him  then  only  to  come  in, 
and  bear  us  company;  fome  time  af- 
ter fill  a  bumper,  and  give  it  to  him} 
if  he   refufes   it,  drink  it  off,   feign 
yourfelf  to  be  afleep,  and  leave  the 
reft  to  me.' 

Noureddin,  quickly  finding  out  the 
drift  of  the  Fair  Perfian's  defign,  called 
to  Scheich  Ibrahim,  who  came  again  to 
the  door.     <  Scheich  Ibrahim,'  laid  he, 
we  are  your  guefts  ;  you  have  enter-' 
tained  us  after  the  moft  obliging  man- 
ner in  the  world;  and  will  you  now  re- 
fufe  us  the  honour  of  bearing  us  com- 
pany ?     We  do  not  alkyou  to  drink, 
but  only  the  favour  of  feeing  you,' 
Scheich  Ibrahim,  being  at  iaft  pre- 
vailed upon,  went  into  the  hall,  and  fat 
down  upon  the  edge  of  a  fofa  that  flood 

the 
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the  neareft  to  the  door.     *  You  do  Hot 
fit  well  there,'  faid  Noureddin  :  '  be- 
fides,  yoti  are  tod  far  off  for  us  to 
converfe  with  you;  pray  come  nearer, 
and  fit  you  down  by  the  lady,  fmce 
fhe  will   have  it  fo.' — '   1  will  obey 
you,*  replied  Scheich  Ibrahim.     So 
coming  forward, with  a  fimperir.g coun- 
tenance, to  think   he  fhould  be  feated 
near  fo  beautiful  a  creature,  he  placed 
himfelf  at  fome  diftance  from  the  Fair 
Perfian.     Noureddin  defired  a  fong  of 
her,  upon  account  of  the  honour  that 
Scheich  Ibrahim  had  done  him;  and  (he 
lung  one  that  charmed  him  into  an  ex- 
tafy. 

When  the  Fair  Perfian  had  ended  her 
fong,  Noureddin  poured  out  a  cup  of 
wine,  and  prefented  to  Scheich  Ibra- 
him. '  Scheich  Ibrahim,'  faid  he, 
«  here,  drink,  this  to  our  healths.' — 

*  Sir,'  replied  he,  ftarting  back,  as  if 
the  very  fight  of  the  wine  had  put  him 
intoa  horror  and  confufion,   'I  befeech 

*  you  to  excufe  me:  I  have  already  told 

*  you  that  I  have  forfworn    the  ufe  of 
'  wine  thele  many  years.' — 'Then  pofi- 

*  lively  you  will  not  drink  our  healths?' 
fritl    Noureddin:    '  however,  give   me 
«  leave  to  drink  yours.' 

While  Noureddin  was  drinking,  the 

Fair    Perfian    cut   a   piece    of    apple, 

and  prefented  it  to  Scheich   Ibrahim. 

«  Though  you  refufed  drinking,'  faid 

flie,  '  yet  I  believe  you  will  not  eating 

«  this  piece  of  apple,  fince  it  is  a  very 

«  g-ood  one.'     Scheich  Ibrahim  had  no 

power  to  refufe  it  from  fo  fair  a  hand; 

but,  taking  it  with  a  very  low  bow,  kif- 

led  it,  and  put  it  in  his  mouth.     She 

faid  a  great  many  amorous  things  upon 

that   occafioii;  and   Noureddin,   tum- 

blingback  upon  a  fofa, pretended  to  fall 

fart  afieep.   The  Fair  Perfian  prcTently 

advanced    towards    Scheich    Ibrahim; 

and,  fpeaking  in   a  very  low  voice — 

See,'  faid  me,  « the  fleepy  fot!  Thus, 

in  all  our  merry  bouts,  he  conftantly 

ferves  me;  and  nofoonerhas  he  drank 

a  cup  or  two,  than  he  falls  afieep, 

and  leaves  me  alone:  but  Ihope  you 

will  have  the  goodnefs  to  keep  me 

company  till  he  awakes.* 

At  this  the  Fair  Perfian- took  a  cup; 

and,  filling  it  to  the  brim  with  wine, 

offered  it  to  Scheich  Ibrahim.    «  Here,' 

faid  fhe,  *  drink  off  this  to  my  health; 

'  I  am  going  to  pledge  you.'  Scheich 

Ibrahim  made  a  great  many  difficulties 

of  the  matter  at  firft,  and  begged  her  to 


excufe  him  from  drinking;  but  at  laft, 
overcome  by  her  charms  and  entreaties, 
he  took  the  cup,  and  drank  every  drop 
of  the  wine  off. 

The  good  old  man  loved  a  chearing' 
cup  to  his  heart,  but  was  afhamed  to 
drink  among  ftrangers.  He  often  went 
to  the  tavern  in  private,  as  abundance 
of  people  do;  and  now  his  hand  being 
once  in,  without  any  more  ceremony  or 
round-about  ways,  as  Noureddin  had 
inftrucled  him,  he  went  directly  to  the 
next  inn, where  he  was  very  well  known, 
and  fetched  fome  more  wine,  the  night 
ferving  him  inftead  of  a  cloak,  with  the 
money  that  Noureddin  had  ordered  him 
to  give  the  meffenger  that  went  for  the 
firft. 

As  foon  as  Scheich  Ibrahim  had 
taken  off  his  cup,  and  made  an  end  of 
the  piece  of  apple,  the  Fair  Perfian  fill- 
ed him  out  another,  which  he  received 
with  lefs  difficulty  than  the  former;  but 
made  none  at  all  of  the  third.  In  fhort, 
lie  drank  four  times  before  Noureddin 
difcovered  his  pretended  fleeping ;  but 
then,  burfting  out  into  a  violent  fit  of 
laughter,  he  role  up;  and,  looking  upon 
him—'  Ha,  ha!'  faid  he,  <  Scheich 
'  Ibrahim,  are  you  caught  at  laft?  Did 

*  not  you  tell  me  that  you  had  forfworn 
'  wine,  and  now  you  have  drank  it  all 

*  up  from  me?' 

Scheich  Ibrahim,  not  expecting  to 
furprized  after  that  manner,  blufhed  a 
little:  however,  that  did  not  fpoil  his 
draught;  but,  when  he  had  done — '  Sir,* 
faid  he  to  Noureddin,  laughing,  «  if 

*  there  is  any  crime  in  what  I  have 

*  done,  it  lies  at  this  fair  lady's  door, 
'  not  mine;  for  who  could  poffibly  re- 
'  fid  fo  many  charms?' 

The  Fair  Perfian,  who  knew  well 
enough  what  Noureddin  would  be  at 
took  Scheich  Ibrahim's  part.  '  Let  hi 

*  talk,'  faid  fhe,    «  Scheich   Ibrahi 
'  take  no   notice  of  him;   but  let 

'  drink  on^  and  be  merry.'  A  whi 
after  Noureddin  filled  out  a  cup  ft 
himfelf  and  the  Fair  Perfian;  but  wh 
Scheich  Ibrahim  law  that  Noureddr 
had  forgot  him  in  his  turn,  he  tooku 
his  cup;  and,  prefenting  it  to  the  Fa 
Perfian — '  Madam,'  faid  he,  c  do 

*  pretend  I  cannot  drink  now?' 

At  thefe  words  of  Scheich  Ibrahi 
Noureddin  and  the  Fair  Perfian  we 
ready  to  fplit  their  fides  with  laughin 
Noureddin  poured  him  out  fome  win 
and  there  they  fat  laughing,  chattin 
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and  drinking,  till  pretty  near  mid- 
night. About  that  hour  the  Fair 
Perfian  began  to  take  notice  of  there 
being  but  one  candle  upon  the  table. 
•  Scheich  Ibrahim,'  (aid  (lie  to  the 
good  old  officer,  <  methinks  you  might 
have  afforded  us  another  candle,  fince 
there  are  fo  many  wax  lights  yonder : 
pray  do  us  the  favour  to  light  fome 
of  them,  that  we  may  fee  a  little  bet- 
ter what  we  are  doing  here.' 
Scheich  I(brahim,  making  ufe  of  the 
liberty  that  wine  gives  a  man  when  it 
gets  up  into  the  crown-office,  and  not 
caring  to  be  interrupted  in  his  difcotirfe 
with  Noureddin,  bid  the  Fair  Perfian 
light  them  herfelf.  '  It  is  fitter  for 
'  you  to  do  it, 'faid  he,  'than  I.  'But, 
'  hark  ye  !  be  fure  not  to  light  above 
'  five  or  fix;  for  that  is  enough.'  Up 
rofe  the  Fair  Perfian  immediately;  and 
taking  a  wax-candle  in  her  hand,  light- 
ed it  with  that  which  ftood  upon  theta- 
ble;  and,  without  any  regard  to  Scheich 
Ibrahim's  order,  fet  fire  to  the  whole 
fourfcorc. 

By  and  by,  While  Scheich  Ibrahim 
was  entertaining  the  Fair  Perfian  with 
fome  other  difcourfe,  Noureddin  took 
his  turn  to  defire  him  to  light  up  fome 
of  the  candles  in  the  branched  candle- 
flicks,  not  taking  notice  that  all  the 
wax-lights  were  in  a  blaze.     *  Certain- 
ly,' replied  Scheich  Ibrahim,  '  you 
are  lazier,  or  lefs  vigorous,  than  I 
am,  that  you  are  not  able  to  light 
them  yourfelf.     Get  you  gone  ;    but 
be  fure  you  light  no  more  than  three. 
To  work  he  went;  but,  inftead  of  that 
number,he  lighted  them  all,  and  opened 
the  mutters  of  the  fourfcore  windows, 
before  Scheich  Ibrahim,  who  was  deep- 
ly engaged  with  the  Fair  Perfian,  knew 
any  thing  of  the  matter. 

The  Caliph  Haroun  Alrafchid  being 
not  yet  gone  to  bed,  was  in  a  parlour 
at  his  palace  by  the  River  Tigris,  from 
whence  he  could  take  a  fide-view  both 
of  the  garden  and  pavilion.  By  chance 
he  opened  the  cafement,  and  feeing  the 
pavilion  was  illuminated,  was  mightily 
An  prized  at  it;  and  at  firft,  by  the 
greatnefs  of  the  light,  thought  the  city 
was  on  fire.  The  grand  vizier  Giafar 
was  ftill  with  him ;  who  only  waited  for 
his  going  to  reft,  and  then  defigned  to 
go  home  too.  The  caliph,  in  a  great 
rage,  called  the  vizierto  him.  '  Care- 

*  lefs  vizier,'  faid  he,  *  come   hither s 

*  look  upon  the  pavilion  of  pi&ures, 


'  and  tell  me  the  reafon  of  it's  being 
'  illuminated  now  I  am  not  there.' 

The  grand  vizier  Giafar,  upon  this 
news,  fell  into  a  violent  trembling,  fear- 
ing fomething  elfe  was  the  matter;  but 
when  he  came  nearer,  and  with  his  own 
eyes  faw  the  truth  of  what  the  caliph, 
had  told  him,  he  was  more  aftoniflied 
than  before.  However,  being  obliged 
to  make  fome  excufe  to  appeafe  the  ca- 
liph's anger — Commander  of  the  true 
Believers,'  faid  he,  «  all  that  I  can 
fay  to  your  majefty  about  this  mat- 
ter is,  that,  fome  five  or  fix  days  ago, 
Scheich  Ibrahim  came  to  acquaint 
me  that  he  had  a  defign  to  call  an  af- 
fembly  of  theminifters  of  his  mofque, 
to  affift  at  a  ceremony  he  was  ambi- 
tious of  performing  in  your  majefty's 
aufpicious  reign.  I  afked  him  if  I 
could  be  any  way  ferviceable  to  him 
in  this  affair;  upon  which  he  en- 
treated me  to  get  leave  of  your  ma- 
jefty to  perform  the  ceremony  in  the 
pavilion.  When  he  left  me,  I  told 
him  he  might  do  it,  and  that  I  would 
take  care  to  acquaint  your  majefty 
with  itj  but  indeed  I  had  quite  fcr- 
got  it,  and  I  heartily  a(k  pardon. 
Scheich  Ibrahim, 'continued  he,  '  has 
certainly  made  choice  of  this  day  for 
the  ceremony;  and,  after  treating  the 
minifters  of  his  mofque,  he  was  will- 
ing to  divert  them  with  the  fight  of 
this  illumination.' 
'  Giafar,'  faid  the  caliph,  in  a  tone 
that  plainly  (hewed  his  anger  was  a 
little  mollified,  *  according  to  thy  own 
words,  thou  halt  committed  three 
faults  that  are  unpardonable  t  the 
firft,  in  giving  Scheich  Ibrahim  leave 
to  perfofrn  his  ceremony  in  my  pavi- 
lion, for  a  perfon  in  fo  mean  an  of- 
fice as  his  is  not  worthy  of  fo  great 
an  honour;  the  fecond,  in  not  ac- 
quainting me  with  it;  and  the  third, 
in  not  diving  into  the  bottom  of  t:>e 
good  old  man's  intention.  For  my 
part,  I  am  perfuaded,  he  only  did  it 
to  try  if  he  could  get  any  money  to- 
wards bearing  the  charge  of  it ":  but 
perhaps  that  never  came  into  thy 
head;  and  furely  I  (hall  not  wrong; 
him,  in  forgiving  him  the  expence  of 
the  night's  illumination,  which  will 
be  fome  amends  for  thy  prefentir.g 
him  nothing.' 

The  grand  vizier  Giafar,  ove?  joyed 

to  hear  the  caliph  put  the  matter  upon 

that  foot, very  willingly  owned  the  faults 

Zz  he 
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he  reproached  him  with,  and  freely  con- 
fefled  he  was  to  blame  in  not  giving 
Scheich  Ibrahim  a  few  pieces  of  gold. 
*  Since  the  cafe  is  fo,'  added  the  ca- 
liph, '  it  is  ju.ft  that  thou  fhouldeft  be 
punifhed  for  thy  miftakes:  but  thy 
pu nilh men t  (hall  be  light;  thou  (halt 
fpend  the  remainder  of  the  night,  as  I 
do,  with   thefe    honeft   fouls,  whofe 
company  I  am  very  well  plea'ed  with : 
and  while  I  am  putting  on  a  citizen's 
habit,  go  thou  and  difguife  thyfrlf 
with  Mefrour,  and  come  both  of  you 
along  with  me.'     The  grand  vizier 
Giafar  told  him  it  was  late,  and  that 
all  the  company  would    be   gone  be- 
fore he  could  get  thiiher;  but  the  ca- 
liph faid  he  would  pofifively  go.     The 
vizier,  who  knew  that  not  a  fyllableof 
what  he  had  faid  was  true,  began  to 
be  in  great  conlternaiion;  but  there  was 
no  reply  to  be  made,  and  go  he  tnuft. 

The  caliph  then,  difguifed  like  a  ci- 
tizen, with  the  grand  vizier   Giafar, 
and  Mefrour  chief  of  the  eunuchs,  ftole 
out  of  the  palace  together.    They  ram- 
bled through  the  ftreets  of  Bagdad,  till 
at  laft  they  came  to  the  garden.     The 
<Joor,  through  the  careleflnt->  af  Scheich 
Ibrahim,  was  open,  he  having  forgot  to 
fhut  it  when  he  came  back  from  buying 
the  wine.     The  caliph  was  very  angry 
.it  it.     *  Giafar,'  faid  he  to  the  grand 
vizier,  '  what  excufe  have  you  for  the 
door's  being  open  at  this  unfeafona- 
able  hour  ?    Is  it  poffible  that  Scheich 
Ibrahim  makes  a  cuflom  of  leaving  it 
thus  all  night?  No,  I  rather  believe 
the  hurry  of  the  feail  has  been  the 
occafion  of  this  neglect.' 
The  caliph  went  into  the  garden  ; 
and  when  he  came  to  the  pavilion,  re- 
iblving  not  to  go  into  the  hall  till  he 
knew  what  they  were  doing  there,  he 
con  fu  I  ted  with  .the  grand  vizier,  whe- 
ther it  was  not  his  bed  way  to  climb  up 
into  one  of  the  trees  that  was  near  ir, 
to  make  a  difcovery.     The  grand  vi- 
zier at  laft  cafting  his  eye  upon  the  door, 
perceived  it  flood  half  open,  and  told 
the  caliph  of  it.  It  feems  Scheich  Ibra- 
him had  left  it  fo  when  he  was  prevailed 
upon  to  come  in  and  bear  Noureddin 
and  the  Fair  Perfian  company. 

The  caliph,  laying  afide  his  firft  de- 
fign,  ftole  foftly  up  to  the  hall  door, 
\vhich  (landing  half  open,  he  had  the 
convenienc.y  of  feeing  all  the  company 
that  were  within,  without  being  difco- 
vered  himfelf. 
Never  was  any  perfon  fo  furprized  as 


he,  when  he  faw  a  lady  of  incompara- 
ble beauty,  and  a  young  handfome 
fine-lhaped  man,  fitting  at  the  table, 
with  Scheich  Ibrahim  by  them.  Scheich 
Ibrahim  had  juft  then  got  a  cup  in  his 
hand.  '  My  dear  creature,'  faid  he  to 
the  Fair  Perfian,  '  a  right  toper  never 

*  drinks  without  finging  a  brifk  tune 
'  firft.   If  you  pleafe  to  hear,  I  will  give 
'   you  one  of  my  beft  fcngs.' 

Scheich  Ibrahim  fung;  and  the  ca- 
liph wondered  at  it  more,  becaufe,  till 
that  time,  he  never  knew  any  thing  of 
his  drinking  wine,  but  always  took 
him  for  a  grave  fober  man,  as  he  feem- 
ed  to  be  to  outward  appearance.  The 
caliph  retired  from  the  door  with  the 
fame  precaution  as  he  made  his  ap- 
proaches to  it;  and, coming  to  the  grand 
vizier  Giafar,  who  was  (landing  upon 
the  ileps  a  little  lower — '  Come  up,' 
faid  he  to  him,  «  and  fee  if  thofe 

*  within  yonder   are  the  minifters    of 
'  the  mofque,  as  you  would  fain  have 
'  me  believe.' 

By  the  tone  of  the  voice  in  which  the 
caliph  fpoke  thefe  laft  words,  the  vizier 
underftood  that  things  went  ill  on  his 
fide:  however,  he  went  up  thefteps;  but, 
when  he  had  peeped  in  at  the  door,  and 
faw  all   the  three  fitting,  and  in  that 
condition,  he  fell  a  tiembling  for  fear 
of  his  life.     He  went  back  to  the  ca- 
liph; but  in  fo  great  a  confufion,  that  he 
had  not  a  word  to  fay  to  him.    *  What 
'  riotous  doings  are  here?'  faid  the  ca- 
liph to  him:    «  who  are   thefe  people, 
that  have  prefumed  to  take   the  li- 
berty of  diverting  themfelves  in  my 
garden  and  pavilion?  Andhowdurft 
Scheich  Ibrahim  give  them   admit- 
tance, and  partake  of  the  diverfions 
with  them?     However,  I  muft  con-. 
fefs  that  I  never  faw  two  perfons  more 
beautiful,  or   better  paired,  in    my 
life;  and  therefore,  before  I  difcover 
my  anger,  I   will  inform   myfelf  a 
little  better,  and   enquire  who  they 
are,  and    the   reafon  of  their  being 
here/     He  went  to  the  door  again, 
to  obferve  them  more  narrowly;  and 
the  vizier,  who  followed,  ftood  behind 
him,    and  fixed   his  eyes  upon   them. 
They  both  of  them  plainly  heard  every 
word   that   Scheich   Ibrahim   fpoke  to 
the  Fair  Perfian.    «  Is  there  any  thing, 

*  my  charming  lady,  wanting  to  ren- 
'  der  the  pleasure  of  this  night  com- 
'  pleat  ?* — '  Nothing  but  a  lute,'  re- 
plied the  Fair  Perfian;  *  and  methinks, 
«  if  you  could  get  me  one,  all  thing* 

«  would 
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*  would  be  very  well.'  — '  Can  you 

*  play  upon  it?'  faid  Scheich  Ibrahim. 
'  Fetch  me  one,'  replied  the  Fair  Per- 
fian,  '  and  you   (hall  hear  whether  I 

*  can  or  not.' 

Scheich  Ibrahim,  without  ftirring 
very  far  from  his  place,  pulled  a  lute 
out  of  a  cupboard,  and  prefented  it  to 
the  Fair  Perilan,  who  began  to  put  it 
in  tune.  The  caliph,  in  the  mean  time, 
turning  to  the  grand  vizier — *  Giafar,' 
faid  he,  *  the  young  lady  is  going  to 
'  play  upon  the  lute;  and  if  fhe  per- 

*  forms  well,   I  will  forgive  her,  and 
'  the  young  man  for  her  fake:  but,  as 

*  for  thee,  thou  mayeft  go  and  hang 
'  thyfelf.'— • '  Commander  of  the  true 
'  Believers,'  replied  the  grand  vizier, 

*  if  that  is  your  intention,  I  wifh  me 
'  may  play  ill.' — *  Why  fo?'  faid  the 
caliph.     *  Becaufe,'  replied  the  grand 
vizier,    '  the  longer   we  live    ifi   this 

*  world,  the  more  time  we  (hall  have 
«  to  comfort  ourfelves  with  the  hopes 

*  of  dying  in  good  fociable  company.' 
The  caliph,   who  loved  a  jeft  dearly, 
began  to  laugh  at  this  repartee;  and, 
putting  his  ear  to  the  open  fide  of  the 
door,  he  liftened  to  hear  the  Fair  Per- 
fian  play. 

The  Fair  Perfian  made  fuch  artful 
flourifhes  upon  the  lute,  that  from  the 
firft  moment  of  her  touching  it,  the 
caliph  perceived  that  fhe  did  it  with  a 
inafterly  hand.  Afterwards  fhe  began 
to  fing  a  fong;  and  fuititrg  her  voice, 
which  was  admirably  fine,  to  the  lute, 
fhefung  and  pl<iyed  with  fo  much  fkill 
and  fweetnefs,  that  the  caliph  was  quite 
ravifhed  to  hear  her. 

As  foon  as  the  Fair  Perfian  had 
finifhed  her  fong,  the  caliph  went  down 
the  fteps,  and  the  vizier  Giafar  after 
him.  When  he  came  to  the  bottom — 

*  By  my  foul,'   faid  he  to  the  vizier,  'I 
'  never  heard  a  more  charming  voice, 

*  or  a  lute  better  touched,  in  my  life! 

*  Ifaac  *,  wha  hitherto  I  thought  the 
'  mod  fkilful  player  in  the  world,  does 

*  not  come  up  to  her.     In  fhort,  I  am 
'  fo  charmed  with  her  muficlc,  that  I 

*  muft  hear  her  play  before  me;  and 
'  therefore  contrive  forne  way  how  to 

*  bring  it  about.' 

*  Commander  of  the  true  Believers,' 
faid  the  grand  vizier,  '  if  you  fhould 
'  go  in,  and  Scheich  Ibrahim  chance  to 

*  know  you,   he  would  infallibly  die 


with  the  fright.'  — '  I  fhould  be  ex- 
tremely concerned  at  that,'    replied 
he  caliph;  «  and  fhould  be  loth  to  be 
the   occafion  of  his  death,   after  fo 
many  years  fervice.     But  there  is  a 
thought  juft  come  into  my  head  how- 
to  compal's    my   defigo.     Stay   here 
with  Mefrour,  and  wait  for  me  in  the 
next  alley  till  I  come.' 
The  neighbourhood  of  the  Tigris 
had  given  the  caliph   the  conveniency 
of  turning  a  iufficient  quantity  of  water 
under  a  ftately  bridge,  well  terraced, 
into  his  garden,  to  make  a  fine  canal, 
whither  the  choicert  fifh  of  the  whole 
river  ufed  to  retire.      The  fifhermen 
knew  it  very  well,    and  would   have 
given  the  world  to  fifh  there;  but  the 
caliph  had  exprefsly  charged  Scheich 
Ibrahim  not  to  fuffer  any  of  them  to 
come   near   it.      However,    that   very 
night,  a  fifherman  paffing  by  the  gar- 
den-door,  which  the  caliph   had   left 
open  as  he  found  it,  made  ufe  of  this 
opportunity;    and  going  in,  went  di- 
reclly  to  the  canal. 

The  fifherman  immediately  fell  to 
work  with  his  cafting-nets;  and  was 
juft  ready  to  draw  them,  when  the  ca- 
liph, fearing  what  would  be  the  effect 
of  Scheich  Ibrahim's  negligence,  but 
willing  to  make  ufe  of  it  to  bring  his 
defign  about,  came  to  the  fame  place. 
The  fifherman,  in  fpiteof  his  difguife, 
knew  him  ;  rnd,  throwing  himfelf  at 
his  feet,  humbly  implored  his  pardon, 
and  excufed  himfelf  upon  the  account 
of  his  poverty.  '  Rife,'  faid  the  caliph, 

*  and  be  not  afraid  j  only  draw  your 
'  nets,  that  I  may  fee  what  fifh  you 
'  have  got.' 

The  fifherman,  recovered  of  his 
fright,  quickly  obeyed  the  caliph's  or- 
ders. He  drew  out  five  or  fix  very 
large  fifhes;  and  the  caliph  chufing 
the  two  biggeft,  tied  them  together  by 
the  head  with  the  fprig  of  a  tree.  «  Af- 

*  ter  this,'  faid    he  to  the   fitherman, 

*  give  me  thy  cloaths;  and  here,  take 
'  mine.'  The  exchange  was  foon  made; 
and   the  caliph,    being  drefTed   like   a 
fifhei  man,'  even   to  his  boots  and  tur- 
ban— <  Take  thy  nets,'  faid  he  to  the 
fifherman,  '  and   get  thee   about   thy 

*  bufinefs.' 

When  the  fifherman,  very  well  pleafed 
with  his  good  fortune,  was  gone,  the 
caliph,  taking  the  two  fifhes  in  his  hands 


*  A  famous  player  on  the  lute  who  lived  at  Bagdad  at  that  time. 

Z  z  x 


went 
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went  to  look  after  the  grand  vizier  Gia- 
far  and  Mefrour:    he  made  a  full  ftop 
at  the  grand  vizier,  who,  not  knowing 
him,  aiked  him  what  he  wanted,  nnd 
bid  him  go  about  his  bufinefs.     Upon 
this  the  caliph  fell  a  laughing;  by  which 
the  vizier  finding  it  to  be  him — '  Com  - 
«  mander  of  the  true  Believers,'  faid 
he,   *  is  it  pofiible  that  it  can  be  you  ? 
I  knew  you  not,  and  I  afk  a  thou- 
fand  pardons  for  my  rudenefs.    You 
are  fo  ftrangely  difguifed  now,  that, 
without  any  fear  of  being  difcovered 
by  Scheich  Ibrahim,  you  may  ven- 
ture into  the  hall.' — '  Stay  you  here 
with  Mefrour,' faid  thecaliph,  'while 
I  go  yonder  and  play  my  part.' 
The  caliph  went  up  to  the  hall,  and 
knocked  at  the  door.    Noureddin  hear- 
ing him  fir  ft,  told  Scheich  Ibrahim  of 
it,  who  afked  who  was  there:  the  caliph 
opened  the  door;  and,  fteppiiig  a  little 
•way  into  the  hall,  to  (hew  himfelf — 
'  Scheich  Ibrahim,'  faid  he,  '  I  am  the 
'  fiftierman  Kerim,who,  being  inform- 

*  ed  of  your  defign  to  treat  fome  of  your 
'  friends,  have  brought  two  very  large 
<  fifties,  frefh  caught,  to  fee  if  you  have 
'any  occafion  for  them.' 

Noureddin  and  the  Fair  Perfian, 
mightily  pleafed  to  hear  him  name  fiih— - 
'  Pray,'  faid  (he  to  Scheich  Ibrahim, 

*  let  him  come  in,  that  we  may  look  at 
'  them.'  Scheich  Ibrahim,  by  this  time, 
was  incapable  of  afking  this  counterfeit 
filherman  how  or  which  way  he  came 
thither;    but,  his  whole  defign   being 
only  to  oblige  the  Fair  Perfian,  with 
much  ado  he  turned  his  head  towards 
the  door, 'being  quite  drunk,  and  in  a 
Hammering  tone  calling  to  the  caliph, 
whom    he    took   to   be   a   fiflierman — 

*  Come  hither,  thou  nightly  thief,'  faid 
he,  '  and  let  us  fee  what  thou  haft  got!' 

The   caliph   went   forwards ;    and, 
counterfeiting  all  the  humours  and  ac- 
tions of  a  fifherman  to  a  nicety,  pre- 
tented  them  with  the  two  fifties.  *  Thefe 
4  are  very  fine  ones  indeed  !'  faid  the 
Fair  Perfian  ;  '  and,  if  they  were  well- 
ordered,    and    delicately    dreffed,    I 
fhould  be  glad  to  eat  fome  of  them.' — 
The  lady  is  in  the  right  of  it,'  an- 
fwered  Scheich  Ibrahim:  '  but  what  a 
phgiif:  can  we  do  with  your  fifh  un- 
lefs  they  were  drtffed?  Go,  dreis  them 
thyfelf,  and  bring  them  to  its  :   thou 
wilt   find    every    thing   neceiTary  for 
thee  in  rr.y  kitchen.' 
The  caliph  went  back  to  the  grand. 


vizier.   '  Giafar/  faid  he,  '  I  have  been 
very  well  received;  but  they  want  the 
fifh  to  be  drefled.' — '  I  will  take  care 
to  drefs  themmyfelf,'  faid  the  grand 
vizier;  «  and  they  ftiall  have  them  in  a 
moment.' — 'Nay,'  replied  thecaliph, 
fo. eager  am  I  to  accomplish  my  de- 
fign,  that  I   will   take  abundance  of 
pains  about  it  too  ;  for,  fince  I  have 
perfonated  the  fifhcrman  fo  well,  fure 
I  can  play  the  cook   for  once:   be- 
fides,  in  my  younger  days,   I  dealt  a 
little  in  cookery,  and  always  came  off 
wilh  flying  colours.'    In  faying  thefe 
words, he  went  direflly  towards  Scheich, 
Ibrahim's    lodgings,    and    the  grand 
vizier  and  Mefrour  followed  him. 

All  three  of  them  piefently  fell  to 
work;  and  though  Scheich  Ibrahim's 
kitchen  was  not  very  large,  yet  there 
was  every  thing  in  it  that  they  wanted. 
The  fifh  were  quickly  cooked;  and  the 
caliph  ferved  them  up,  putting  to  every 
one's  plate  a  lemon  to  fcjueeze,  if  they 
thought  it  proper,  into  the  fauce.  They 
all  eat  very  heartily,  efpecially  Noured- 
din and  the  Fair  Perfian  ;  and  the  ca- 
liph fat  down  with  them  at  the  lower- 
end  of  the  table. 

AS  foon  as  therepaft  was  over,  Nou- 
reddin,   looking    upon    the   caliph— 
*   Fisherman,'    faid  he,     '  there  never 
'  was  better  fifh  eaten;  and  you  have 
'  done  us  the  greateft  favour  in  the 
'  world.'     At  the  fame  time,  putting 
his  hand  into  his  bofom,   and  pulling 
out  a  purfe  of  thirty  pieces  of  gold,  the 
remainder  of  the   forty  that  Sangiar, 
gentleman  -  ulher  to  the  King  of  Bal- 
fora,  had  given  him  jult  upon  his  de- 
parture—' Here,'  faid  he  to  him,  '  take 
it  ;    and    if  I    had    any   more,   thou 
ftiouldft  have  it  :  had  I  known  thee 
in  my  profperity,  I  would  have  taken, 
care  of  fecuring  thee  from  ever  want- 
ing.   Do  not  refufe  the  fmall  prefent 
1  make  thee,  but  accept  of  it  as  kindly 
as  if  it  was  a  much  greater.' 
Thecaliph  took  the  purfe;  and  per- 
ceiving by  the  weightinefs  that  it  was  all 
gold — (  Sir,'  faid  he  to  him,  '  I  cannot 
enough  thank  you  for  your  liberality, 
and  I  think  myfelf  very  fortunate  in 
having  to  do  with  a  perfon  of  your 
generofity:    but,  before  I  take   my 
leave,  I  have  a  favour  to  afk,  which 
I  beg  you  not  to  deny  me.     Yonder 
is  a  lute,  which  makes  me  believe  that 
the  lady  underftands  playing  upon  it  j 
and  if  you  can  prevail  with  her  to 
«  play 
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«  play  but  one  tune,  I  ftiall  go  away 
«  the  heft  fatisfied  in  the  world:  for  a 
4  lute,  Sir,  is  an  inftrument  I  greatly 
'  admire.' 

*  Fair  Perfian,'  faid  Noureddin,  im- 
mediately addrefling  himfelf  to  her,  «  I 
'  afk  that  favour  of  you,  and  I  hope 

*  you  will  not  refufe  me.'     She  to.ok 
up  the  lute   without  more  entreaties, 
and  putting  it  prefently  in  tune,  played 
and  fung  with  fuch  an  air  as  charmed 
the  very  foul  of  the  caiiph  with  it's 
harmony.  Afterwards  (he  played  upon 
the  lute   without  finging,   but  with  fo 
much  fkill  and  fofrnefs,  that  tranfported 
him  into  an  extafy  of  joy. 

When  the  Fair  Perfian  had  given  over 
playing,  the  caliph  cried  out — '  What 
a  voice!  What  a  hand  !  What  fkill 
is  here  !  Was  there  ever  finer  finging, 
or  better  playing  upon  the  lute  ?  Ne- 
ver was  there  any  heard  or  feen  like 
it!' 

Noureddin,  who  was  a  per  fan  of 
breeding,  always  returned  the  compli- 
ment that  was  made  him.  '  Fifherman,' 
faid  he,  '  I  find  thou  haft  fome  tafte  for 
'  mufick,  fmce  thou  art  delighted  with 

*  her  performance  :  and,  if  thou  liked 

*  her,  me  is  thine;  I  make  thee  a  pre- 

*  fent  of  her.'     At  the  fame  time  he 
rofe  up;  and,  taking  his  robe,  which  he 
had  laid  by,  was  for  going  away,  and 
leaving  the  caliph,  whom  he  believed  to 
be  no  other  than  the  fifherman,  in  pof- 
feflion  of  the  Fair  Perfian. 

The  Fair  Perfian  was  extremely  fur- 
prized  at  Noureddin's  liberality  :  fhe 
took  hold  or'  him  ;  and,  looking  very 
wiftfully  at  him — '  Whither,  Sir,'  faid 
ftie,  <  are  you  going?  Sit  down  in  your 

*  place,  I  entreat  you,  and  hearken  to 

*  the  fong  lam  going  to  fing  and  play. "* 
He  did  as  fhedefired  him;  and  then  the 
Fair  Perfian   touching   her  lute,    and 
looking  upon   him  with  tears  in   her 
eyes,    fung  fome  verfes  that  fhe  had 
made  extempore,  to  reproach  him  with 
his  indifference,  and  the  eafinefs,   as 
•well  as  cruelty,  of  refigning  her  to  Ke- 
rim. She  only  hinted,  without  explain- 
ing herfelf  any  farther  to  a  fifherman  as 
Kerim  was  ;  for  (he  was  ignorant  of 
his  being  the  caliph,   as  well  as  Nou- 
reddin.    When  (he  had  done  playing, 
(he  put  the  lute  down  by  her,  and  clap- 
ped a  handkerchief  to  her  face,  to  hide 
the  tears  (he  could  not  help  (hedding. 

Noureddin  made  no  anfwer  to  all 
fhefe  reproaches j  but,  by  his  filence, 


feemed  to  declare  that  he  did  not  repent 
of  what  he  had  done.  The  caliph,  fur- 
prized  at  what  he  had  newly  heard— 
Sir,'  faid  he,  «  as  far  as  I  fee,  this 
beautiful  lady,  whom  you   fo  gene- 
roufly  have  made  me  a  prefent  of  juft 
now,  is  your  flave,  and  you  are  her 
matter.' — '   It  is  very  true,  Kerim," 
replied  Noureddin;  «  and  thou  wouldft 
be  more  furprized  than  thou  art  now, 
mould  I  tell  thee, all  the  misfortunes 
that  have  happened  to  me  on  her  ac- 
count.'— 'Ah!  Ibefeech  you, Sir,'  re- 
plied the  caliph,  ftill  behaving  himfelf 
like  a  fifherman,  *  oblige  me  fo  far  as 
'  to  let  me  hear  part  of  your  ftory.' 

Noureddin,  who  had  already  obligee! 
him  in  feveral  things  of  a  higher  nature 
than  this,  was  fo  complaifant  as  to  re- 
late the  whole  ftory  to  him.  He  began 
with  his  father's  buying  the  Fair  Per- 
fian f6r  the  King  of  Balfora;  and  omit- 
ted nothing  of  what  he  had  done, or  what 
had  happened  to  him,  from  that  time  to 
their  arrival  at  Bagdad,  and  fmce,  to  the 
very  moment  he  was  talking  to  him. 

When  Noureddin  had  ended  his  ftory 
— Whither  are  you  going  now?'  faid 
the  caliph.  *  Even  where  Heaven  mall 
direct  me!'  anfwered  Noureddin, 
Believe  me,'  replied  the  caliph,  'you 
(hall  go  no  farther;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, return  to  Balfora.  I  will  go 
and  write  a  fhort  letter,  which  you 
(hall  give  the  king  in  my  name:  you 
(hall  fee,  upon  the  reading  of  it,  that 
he  will  give  you  a  very  handfome  re- 
ception, and  nobody  will  dare  t» 
fpeak  againft  you.' 
'  Kerim,'  faid  Noureddin,  *  what 
thou  haft  told  me  is  very  unaccount- 
able and  fingular!  Pr'ythee,  didft 
thou  ever  hear  that  a  poor  fimerman, 
as  thou  art,  had  any  correfpondence 
with  a  king?' — 'Be  not aftonifhed  at 
that,'  replied  the  caliph.  *  You  muft 
know,  then,  that  we1  both  ftudied  to-* 
gether  under  the  fame  mafters,  and 
were  always  the  beft  friends  in  the 
world.  It  is  true,  Fortune  has  not 
been  equally  favourable  to  us  both  j 
fhe  has  made  him  a  king,  and  me 
but  a  fifherman.  However,  this  in- 
equality has  not  at  all  leflened  our 
friendmip.  He  has  often  expreffed  a 
readinefs  and  defire  to  advance  my 
fortune,  but  I  always  refufed  it;  and 
am  better  pleafed  with  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  knowing  that  he  never  will 
deny  me  whatever  I  alk  for  the  fer- 
*  »icc 
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*  vice  and  advantage  of  my  friends  : 
«  Jet  me  do  it,  then,  and  you  fliall  fee 

*  the  fuccefs.' 

Moureddin  confented  to  what  the  ca- 
liph had  propofed ;  and,  there  being 
everj  thing  neceffary  for  writing  in  the 
fcaU,  the  caliph  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
King  of  Balforaj  at  the  top  of  which, 
pretty  near  the  edge  of  the  paper,  he 
placed  this  fet-form  in  three  fmall  cha- 
racters— *  In  the  name  of  the  Moft 
«  Merciful  God/  tofhew  that  he  would 
be  abfolutely  obeyed. 


THE  LETTER  OF  CALIPH  HAROUN 
ALRASCHID  TO  THE  KING  OF 
EALSORA. 

*  TTAROUN    Alrafchid,    fon    of 
•*"•*•  '  Mandi,    fends   this  letter   to 
Mahommed  Zinebi  his  couiin,  greet- 
ing.   As  foon  as  Nouredclin,  fon  to 
the  late  vizier  Khacan,  the  bearer, 
has  delivered  you  this  letter,  and  you 
have  read  it,  pull  off  the  royal  mantle, 
put  it  on  his  moulders,  and  place  him 
in  thy  feat.     Fail  not.     So 

1  FAREWELL.' 

The  caliph  folded  up  the  letter,  and 
fealed  it ;  and,  giving  it  to  Noureddin, 
without  faying  any  thing  of  what  was 
>•)  it — «  Go/  faid  he,  '  and  embark  im- 

*  mediately  in  a  veffel  which  is  ready 
'  to  go  off,'  (as  there  did  conftantly 
every  day  at  the  fame  hour;)  'you  may 

*  lleep  when  you  are  on  board.' 
Noureddin  took  the  letter,  and  away 

he  went  with  the  little  money  he  had 
about  him  when  Sangiar  gave  him  his 
purfe;  and  the  Fair  Fenian,  diftrac~ted 
with  grief  at  his  departure,  retired  by 
fcerfelf  to  one  of  the  fofas,  and  fell  a 
weeping  bitterly. 

Noureddin  was  fcarce  got  out  of  the 

hall,  when  Scheich  Ibrahim,  who  had 

been   filent  during  the  tranfaclion  of 

this  affair,  looking  ftedfaftly  upon  the 

caliph,  whom  he  ftill  believed  to  be  a 

fifherman — '  Heark'e,  K-erim,'  faid  he, 

thoo  haft  brought  us  two  fifh.es  that 

are  worth  twenty  pieces   of  leather, 

or  more,  and  thou  haft  got  a  purfe 

and  a  flave:    but  doft  thou  think  to 

have  it  all  for  thyfelf  ?  I  here  declare 

that  I  will  go  halves  with  thee  in  the 

flave;  and,  as  for  the  purfe,  mew  me 

what  is  in   the  infide  :    if  it  is  iilver, 

thou  lhah  have  one  piece  for  thyfelfj 


*  but  if  it  is  gold,  I  will  have  it  all} 
«  and,inexchange,give  thee  fome  pieces 
'  of  leather  I  have  in  my  pocket.' 

For  the  better  underftanding  of  what 
follows,  (faid  Scheherazade,  interrupt- 
ing-herfelf  here)  we  muft  obferve  to 
you,  that  the  caliph,  before  his  ferving 
up  the  fiih,  had  difpatched  the  grand 
vizier  Giafar  to  his  palace,  with  orders 
to  get  four  (laves  and  a  rich  habit,  and 
to  wait  on  the  other  fide  of  the  pavilion, 
till  he  gave  a  fignal  with  his  finger 
againft  the  window.  The  grand  vizier 
performed  his  commifllon ;  and  he, 
Mefrour,  .and  the  four  Haves,  waited 
at  the  appointed  place,  expecting  the 
fign. 

But  to  return  to  my  ftory,  (faid  the 
fultanefs;)  the  caliph,  ftill  perfonating 
the  fifherman,  anfwered  Scheich  Ibra- 
him very  boldly — '  I  know  not  what 
there  is  in  the  purfe,  gold  or  filver; 
which  ever  it  is,  you  (hall  freely  go 
my  halves  :  but  as  to  the  flave,  I  will 
have  her  all  to  myfelf  j    and  if  you 
will  not  accept  of  thefe  conditions, 
you  (hall  have  nodiing  at  all.' 
Scheich  Ibrahim,  enraged  to  the  laft 
degree  at   this    infolence,    confidering 
him  only  as  a  fifherman,  fnatched  up 
one  of  the  China  dirties,  and  flung  at  the 
caliph's  head.  The  caliph  eafily  avoid- 
ed the  blow,  being  thrown  by  a  perfon 
in  drink  j  but  the  difh  ftriking  againft 
the  wall,  was  dafhed  into  a  thoufand 
pieces.   Scheich  Ibrahim,  having  miffed 
his  aim,  grew  more  enraged}  and  catch-  • 
ing  up  the  candle  that  ftood   upon  the 
table,  rofe  from  his  feat,  and  (tagger  - 
ing  along,  went  down  a  back  pair  of 
ftairs  to  Jook  after  a  cane. 

The  caliph  made  ufe  of  this  oppor- 
tunity; and  ftiiking  his  hands  againft 
the  window,  the  grand  vizier,  Mefrour, 
and  the  four  flaves,  were  with  him  in  a 
trice,  who  quickly  pulled  off  the  fi/her- 
man's  cloaths,  and  put  him  on  the  ha- 
bit they  had  brought.  They  had  not 
quite  dreifed  the  caliph,  (but  they  were 
very  bufy  about  him,  who  had  feated 
himftlf  upon  the  throne  that  was  in  the 
hall)  when  Scheich  Ibrahim,  (purred 
on  by  intereft,  came  back,  with  a  very 
large  cane  in  his  hand,  with  which  he 
defined  to  pay  the  pretended  fi merman 
foundly:  bur,  inftead  of  finding  him, 
he  faw  his  cloaths  in  the  middle  of  the 
hall,  and  rhe  caliph  upon  his  throne, 
with  the  grand  vizier  and  Mefrour  on 
each  fide  of  him,  He  itood  awhile  gaz- 
ing 
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ing  upon  this  unexpected  fight,  doubt- 
ing whether  hejwas  awake  orafleep.  The 
caliph  fell  a  laughing  at  his  aftonifh- 
ment;  and  calling  to  him — '  Scheich  I- 
brahim,'  faid  he,  what  dolt  thou  want? 
«  Whom  doft  thou  look  after?' 

Scheich  Ibrahim,  no  longer  doubt- 
ing that  it  was  the  caliph,  immediately 
threw  himfelf  at  his  feet,  with  his  face 
to  the  ground  :  «  Commander  of  the 
«  true  Believers/  cried  he,  *  your  vile 
'  flave  has  qffended  yon  ;  but  he  im- 
'  plores  your  clemency,  and  alks  a 
*  thoufand  pardons  for  his  offence.' 
As  foon  as  the  flaves  had  made  an  end 
of  dreffing  him,  he  came  down  from  his 
throne,  and,  advancing  towards  him 
«  Rile,'  faid  he;  «  I  forgive  thee.' 

Afterwards  the  caliph  addrefled  him- 
felf to  the  Fair  Perfian,    who  had  fu- 
fpended  her  forrowasfoon  as  (he  undcr- 
itood  that  the  garden  and  pavilion  be- 
longed to  the  prince,  and  not  to  Scheich 
Ibrahim,  as  he  had  all  along  made  her 
believe,  and  that  it  was  he  himfelf  dif- 
guifed  in  the  fimerman's  cloaths.  '  Fair 
Perfian,'  faid   he,    '  rife  and  follow 
me:  by  what  you    have  lately   feen, 
you  ought  to  know  who  I  am,  and  to 
believe,  that  I  am  above  taking  any 
advantage  of  Noureddin's  humour, 
who,  with  a  generofity  not  to  be  pa- 
ralleled,   has  made  me  a  prefent  of 
your  perfon.    I  have  fent  him  to  Bal- 
fora  to  be  King  there;  and  when  I 
have  difpatched  fome  bufinefs  necef- 
fary  for  his  eftablifhment,  you  (hall 
alfo  go  thither,  and  be  a  queen.     In 
the  mean  time,  I  am  going  to  order 
an  apartment  for  you  in  my  palace, 
where  you  (hall  be  treated  according 
to  your  defert.' 

This  difcourfe  put  the  Fair  Perfian 
in  heart  again,  and  comforted  her  after 
a  very  fenfible  manner.  The  joy  of 
Noureddin's  advancement,  whom  fhe 
pafiionately  loved,  to  fo  lugh  an  ho- 
nour, made  her  fufficient  amends  for  her 
affliction.  The  caliph  kept  his  promife, 
and  recommended  her  to  the  care  of  his 
lady,-  Zobeide,  whom  he  acquainted 
with  the  efteem  he  had  lately  entertain- 
ed for  Noureddin. 

Noureddin's  return  to  Balfora  was 
more  fortunate,  and  fpeedier  by  fome 
days,  than  he  could  have  expected. 
Upon  his  arrival,  without  vifiting any  of 
his  friends  or  relations,  hewentdireftly 
TQ  the  palace,  where  the  king  at  that 


time  was  giving  publick  audience.  He 
prefled  through  the  crowd  with  a  letter 
held  up  in  his  hand,  who  prefently  made 
way  for  him  to  come  forward,  and  de- 
liver it.  The  king  took  and  opened  it; 
and  his  colour  changed  in  reading  it  : 
he  ki fled  it  thrice,  and  was  juft  about 
to  obey  the  caliph's  orders,  when  he 
bethought  himfelf  of  (hewing  it  to  the 
vizier  Saouy,  Noureddin's  irreconcile- 
able  enemy. 

Saouy,  who  had  difcovered  Noured- 
din, and  began  to  think  with  himfelf, 
with  a  great  deal  of  uneafinefs,  what 
might  be  the  defign  of  his  coming,  was 
no  lefs  furprized  than  the  king  at  th« 
order  contained  in  the  letter:  and  being 
as  much  concerned  in  it,  he  thought 
upon  a  way  that  very  moment  to  evade 
it.  He  pretended  not  to  have  read  the 
letter  quite  through,  and  therefore  de- 
firing  a  fecond  viesv  of  it,  he  turned 
himfelf  a  little  on  one  fide,  as  if  he 
wanted  a  better  light,  and  without  be- 
ing perceived  by  any  body,  dextroufly 
tore  off  the  fet-form,  that  (hewed  the 
caliph  would  be  abfolutely  obeyed, 
from  the  top  of  it,  and  putting  it  into 
his  mouth,  fwallowed  it  down. 

After  this  notorious  piece  of  villany, 
Saouy  turned  to  the  king;  and,  giving 
him  the  letter — *  Sir,'  faid  he  to  him,  in 
alow  voice,  *  what  does  your  majefty 

*  intend  to  do  ?' — '  What  the  caliph  has 

*  commanded   me,'  replied    the  king. 
'  Have  a  care,  Sir,'    laid  the  wicked 
vizier,  '  what  you  do.     It  is  true,  this 
'  is  the  caliph's  hand  ;  but  the  fet-form 
'  is  not  to  it.'    The  king  had  obferved 
that  very  well,  but  in  the  confufion  he 
was  in,   he  thought  his  eyes  deceived 
him  when  he  law  it  was  gone. 

'  Sir,' continued  the  vizier,  *  we  have 
'  no  reafon  to  doubt  but  that  the  caliph, 

*  upon  the   complaints    he   has   made 

*  againlt  your  majefty   and    me,    ha$ 
'  granted  him  this  letter,  purely  to  get 
'  rid  of  him,  not  with  any  intention  of 
'  having  the  order  contained  in  it  exe~ 
'  cuted.     Befides,    we  muft   confider, 
'   he  has  fent  no  exprefs  with  a  patent} 
'  and  without  that  the  order  is  of  no 
'  force.     And  ft  nee  a    king   of  your 
'  majefty's  grandeur  was  never  depofed 
'  without  that  formality,  letwho«wii{ 

*  bring  fuch  a   letter  as  this,  it  ought 
'  not  to  be  put  into  execution.     Your 
'  majefty  may  depend  upon  what  I  have 

*  faid-,  and  how  dangerous  foever  the 

'  confluence 
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*  confequence  of  difobeying  tins  order 

*  may  be,  I  will  take  it  all  upon  my- 
«  fetf.* 

King  Zinebi,  eafily  perfuaded  by  this 
pernicious  counfel,  left  Noureddin  en- 
tirely to  the  difcretion  of  the  vizier 
Saouy,  who  led  him  to  his  houfe  after 
a  very  infulting  manner;  where,  after 
caufing  him  to  be  baftinadoed  till  he 
was  almolt  dead,  he  ordered  him  to  a 
prifon,  where  he  commanded  him  to  be 

Sut   in  the  darkeft  dungeon,   with    a 
rift  charge  to  the  gaoler  to  give  him 
nothing  but  bread  and  water. 

When  Noureddin,  fadly  broifed  with 
the  ftrokes,  came  to  himielf,  and  found 
what  a   nafty  dungeon   he  was  in,   he 
bewailed  his  misfortunes  after  the  moll 
pathetick  manner  imaginable.     'Ah! 
fi/herman,'  cried  he,   '  how  haft  thou 
cheated   me  j  and  how  eafy   have  I 
been  in  believing  thee!  Could  I,  after 
the  civility  I  (hewed  thee,  expect  fo 
inhuman  and  barbarous  ufage!  How- 
ever, may  Heaven  reward  thee;  for  I 
cannot  perfuade  myfelf  that  thy   in- 
tention was  fo  bafe,  and  I  will  with 
patience  wait  the  end   of  my  afflic- 
tions.* 

The  poor  difconfolate  Noureddin  re- 
mained fix  whole  days  in  this  mifera- 
ble  condition;  and  Saouy  did  not  for- 
get that  he  had  confined  him  there : 
but  being  refolved  to  put  him  to  a 
fhameful  death,  and  not  daring  to  do 
it  by  his  own  authority,  to  accomplifh 
his  villainous  defign,  he  ordered  fome 
of  his  (laves  to  prepare  fome  very  rich 
prefents,  which  he,  at  the  head  of  them, 
vent  and  prefented  to  the  king.  '  Be- 

*  hold,   Sir,'   faid  he,    '  what  the  new 

*  king  has  fent  you  upon  his  acceflion 
'  to  the  crown,  and  begs  your  majefty 

*  to  accept  of  it.' 

The  king,  taking  the  matter  juft  as 
Saouy  intended  it — 'What,'  replied  he, 
«  is  that  wretch  ftill  living  !  I  thought 
«  you  had  put  him  to  death  already.' — 
'•  Sir,  I  have  no  power,'  anlwered  the 
vizier,  *  to  take  any  perfon's  life  away; 

*  that  only  belongs  to  your  majefty.' — 

*  Go,'  faid  the  king,  «  behead  him  in- 
«  ftantlyj  I  give  you  full  authority.' — 
'  Sir,'  replied  the  vizier  Saouy,  '  I  am 

*  i»finitely  obliged  to  your  majefty  for 

*  the  jufticeyou  do  me:  but,  finceNou- 
«  redd  in  has  publickly  affronted  me,  I 
«  humbly  beg  the  favour,  that  his  exe- 

*  cution  may  be  performed  before  the 
«  palace,  and  that  the' criers  may  pub- 


s  li(h  it  in  every  quarter  of  the  cify, 
*  that  every  body  may  be  fatisfied  he 
'  has  made  a  fufficient  reparation  for 
'  the  affront.'  The  king  granted  his 
requeft  ;  and  the  criers,  in  performing 
their  office,  diffufed  an  univerfal  forrow 
through  the  whole  city.  The  memory 
of  his  father's  virtues  being  yet  very 
frefh  among  them,  there  was  no  one 
could  hear  of  the  ignominious  death 
the  fon  was  going  to  fuffer,  through  the 
villainy  and  inftigation  of  the  vizier 
Saouy,  without  horror  and  indigna- 
tion. 

Saouy  went  in  perfon  to  the  prifon, 
accompanied  with  twenty   flaves,    his 
minifters  of  cruelty,  who  took  Noured- 
din out  of  the  dungeon,  and  put  him 
upon  a  (habby  horfe  without  a  (addle. 
When    Noureddin  faw  himfelf  in   the 
hands  of  his  enemy — '  Thou  triumphed 
now,'  faid  he;  '  but  thou  abufeft  thy 
power:  yet  I  have  ftill  fome  confi- 
dence in  the  truth  of  what  is  written 
in  one  of  our  books — "You  judge 
unjuftly,  and   in  a  little  time  you 
(hall  be  judged  yourfelf."  The  vizier 
>aouy,    who  really  triumphed  in   his 
heart— 'What!  infolent,'  faid  he,  'dareft 
thou  infult  me  yet !   But  go,   I   par- 
don thee,  and  care  not  whatever  hap- 
pens to  me,  fo  I  have  the  pleafure  of 
feeing  thee  lofe  thy  head  in  the  pub- 
lick   view    of    all    Balfora.     Thou 
oughteft  alfo  to  remember  what  ano- 
ther  of  our   books    fays.     "  What 
fignifies  dying  the  next  day  the  death 
of  his  enemy  ?" 

The  vizier  (till  implacable,  and  full 
of  malice,  furrounded  by  one  part  of 
his  (laves  in  arms,  ordered  Noureddin 
to  be  conducted  by  the  other  towards 
the  palace.  The  people  were  ready  to 
fall  upon  him  as  he  went  along  ;  and  if 
any  body  had  fet  them  an  example,  they 
would  certainly  have  ftoned  him  to 
death.  When  he  had  brought  him  to 
the  place  of  fuffering,  which  was  ia 
fight  of  the  king's  apartment,  he  left 
him  in  the  executioner's  hands,  and 
went  ftraight  to  the  king,  who  was  in 
his  clofet,  ready  to  glut  his  eyes  with 
the  bloody  fpeclacle  he  had  prepared. 

The  king's  guard  and  viziev's  flaves, 
which  made  a  circle  round  Noureddin, 
had  much  ado  to  withftand  the  people, 
who  made  ail  the  efforts  poflible,  but 
in  vain,  to  break  through  them,  and 
carry  him  off  by  force.  The  executioner 
coming  up  to  him—'  Sir,'  faid  he,  '  I 
«  hope 
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hope  you  will  forgive  me;  I  am  but 

a  (lave,  and  cannot  help  doing    my 

duty.     If  you   have  no  occafion  for 

any'  thing,     I   befeech    you    prepare 

yourfelfj  for  the  king  is  juft  going  to 

give  me  orders  to  ftrike  the  blow.* 

The  poor  unfortunate  NoureJdin,  at 

that  cruel  moment  looking  round  upon 

the  people — 'Will  no  charitable  body,' 

cried  lie,   *  bring  me  a  little  water  to 

*  quench  my  thirft  ?'  Which  immedi- 
ately they  did,,  and  handed  it  up  to  him 
upon  the  fcaffold.     The  vizier  Saouy, 
perceiving  this  delay,  called  out  to  the 
executioner   from    the    king's   clofet- 
window,  where  he  had   planted  him- 
felf,  'Strike!  What  doft  thou  ftay  for?' 
At  thefe  barbarous  and  inhuman  words, 
the  whole  place  echoed  with  loud  impre- 
cations againft  him  :  and  the  king,  jea- 
lous of  his  authority,  made  it  appear, 
by  ordering;  him   to  ftay  a  while,  that 
he  was  angry  at  his  prefumption.    But 
there  was  another  reafon;  for  the  king 
that  very  moment  caftir.g    his  eyes  up 
into  a  large  ftreet  that  faced  him,  and 
joined     to     the     place     of    execution 
law  about    the  middle  of  it  a    troop 
of  horlemen  galloping  full  fpeed  to- 
wards the  palace.     «  Vizier/    faid  the 
king     immediately,     *    look    yonder: 

*  what  is  the  meaning  of  thofe  horfe- 
'  men  ?'    Saouy,    who  knew  not  what 
it  might  be,  earneftly  preflfed  the  king 
to  give  the  executioner  the  fign.   '  No,' 
replied  the  king,  '  I  will  firft  fee  who 
1  thofe  horfemen  are.'  It  was  the  vizier 
Giafar,  with  his   train,  who  came  in 
perfon   from  Bagdad,  by  the  caliph's 
order. 

To  make  the  occafion  of  this  mini- 
fter's  coming  to  Balfora  a  little  plainer, 
we  muftobferve,  that  after  Noureddin's 
departure  with  the  caliph's  letter,  the 
caliph  the  next  day,  nor  feveral  days 
after,  ever  thought  of  fending  him  the 
patent  that  he  mentioned  to  the  Fair 
Peifian.  He  happened  one  day  to  be 
in  the  inner- palace,  which  was  the 
womens,  and  parting  by  the  apartment, 
he  heard  the  found  of  a  fine  voice  :  he 
liftened  to  it,  and  he  had  no  fooner 
heard  the  words  of  one  complaining  for 
the  abfence  of  fomebody,  but  he  afked 
the  officer  of  the  eunuchs  that  attended 
him,  who  the  woman  was  that  belong- 
ed to  that  apartment.  The  officer  told 
him  it  was  the  young  (granger's  fhve 
whom  he  had  fent  to  Balfora  to  be  king 
in  the  room  of  Mahommed  Zinebi, 


*  Ah  !  poor  Noureddin,  cried  the 
caliph  prefently,  '  I  had  forgot  thee.— 
<  But  hafte,'  faid  he  to  the  officer,  'and 

*  bid  Giafar  come  to  me.'     The  vizier, 
was  with  him  in  an  initant.     As  fooii 
as  he  came — 'Giafar,'  faid  he,  «  I  havc^ 

*  hitherto  neglected  fending  the  patent 
'  to  Noureddin,  which  was  to  confirm 
'   him  king  of  Balfora:  but  we  have  no 
'  time  now  to  draw  up  one  }  therefore 

*  immediately    take   poft-horfes,     and 

*  with   fome   of    your   fervants    make 

*  what  hafte  you  can  to  Balfora.     If 

*  Noureddin  is  dead,  and  put  to  death 
'  by  them,  order  the  vizier  Saouy  to 

*  be  hanged  :  but  if  he  is  living,  bring 

*  him  to'  me  with  the  king  and  the 
'  vizier/ 

The  grand  vizier  Raid  no  longer  than 
juft  the  time  of  getting  on  horfeback  : 
and  being  attended  by  a  great  train  of 
officers  belonging  to  his  houfe,  he  fet 
forward  for  Balfora,  where  he  arrived 
after  the  manner,  and  at  the  time,  we 
have  already  mentioned.  As  foon  as 
he  came  to  the  palace- yard,  the  people 
cleared  the  way  for  him,  crying  out— 
'  A  psrdon  for  Noureddin!'  and  with. 
his  whole  train  he  rode  into  the  palace, 
even  to  the  very  flairs, wherehe  alighted. 

The  King  of  Balfora,  knowing  him 
to  be  the  caliph's  chief  minifter,  went 
to  meet  him,  and  received  him  at  the 
entrance  of  his  apartment.  The  firft 
queftion  the  vizier  afked  was,  if  Nou- 
reddin was  living;  and,  if  he  was, 
that  he  might  be  fent  for.  The  king' 
made  anfwer  he  was  alive,  and  gave 
orders  to  have  him  brought  in.  Ac- 
cordingly,  he  foon  made  his  appearance 
as  he  was,  tied  and  bound  with  cords. 
The  grand  vizier  Giafar  caufed  him  to 
be  untied;  and,  fetting. him  at  liberty, 
ordered  the  vizier  Saouy  to  be  feized, 
and  bound  with  the  fame  cords. 

The  grand  vizier  Giafar  lay  but  one- 
night  in  Balfora:  the  next  day  he  fet 
out  again  for  Bagdad  ;  and,  according 
to  the  order  he  had  received,  carried 
Saony,  the  King  of  Balfora,  and  Nou- 
reddin, along  with  him.  As  foon  as 
he  came  to  Bagdad,  he  prefented  them 
all  to  the  caliph:  and  after  he  had  given 
him  an  accounlof  his  journey,  and  par- 
ticularly of  the  miferable  cbndition  he 
found  Noureddin  in,  and  that  all  his 
ill  ufage  was  purely  by  the  advice  and 
malice  of  Saony,  the  caliph  dc fired 
Noureddin  to  behead  the  vizierhimfclf. 

*  Commander   or    f!ie    rue  Believers/ 
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{"aid  Noxireddin,  '  notwithftanding  the 

injury  this  wicked  man  has  done  me, 

and  the  mifchief  he  endeavoured  to 

do  my  deceafed  father,  I  mould  think 

myfelf  the  bafeft  of  mankind,  if  I 

ftained  my  hands  with  his    blood.'1 

The    caliph    was    extremely     pleafed 

\vithhis  generofity,    and   ordered  juf- 

tice   to  be  done  by  the  executioner's 

hand. 

The  caliph  would  fain  have  fentNou- 
reddin  back  to  Balfora,  to  have  been 
king  there;    but    Noureddin    humbly 
begged  to  be  excufed  from  accepting  of 
the  offer.     *  Commander  of  the   true 
*  Believers,'  faid  Noureddin,  <  the  city 
of  Balfora,  after  the  misfortunes  that 
have  happened  to  me  there,  is  fo  much 
my  averficn,  and  will  always  con- 
tinue to  be  fo,  that  I  befeech  your 
majefty  to  give  me  leave  to  keep  the 
oath  that  I  have  made,  of  never  re- 
turning thither  again:    and   I    mall 
think  it  my  greattft  glory  to  do  you 
fome  fervices  near  your  royal  perfon, 
if  you  are  pleafed  to  allow  me  the 
honour.'     The  caliph  ccnfented  to  it; 
and,  placing  him  among  the  numberof 
thofe  courtiers  who  were  his   greateft 
favourites,  reftored  the  Fair  Perfian  to 
him  again.     To  all  thefe  favours  he 
added  a  plentiful  fortune,  and  he  and 
the  Fair  Perfian  lived  together  to  their 
dying  day,  with  all  the  fatisfac~lion  they 
both  could  defire. 

As  for  theKifigofBalfora,  the  caliph 
contented  himfelf  with  only  letting  him 
fee  how  careful  he  ought  to  be  in  the 
choice  of  his  viziers,  and  fo  feju  him 
l?ack  into  his  kingdom. 


?HE  STORY  OF  BEDER,  PRINCE  OF 
PERSIA,  AND  GIAHAURE,  PRIN- 
CESS OF  SAMANDAL. 

PERSIA  is  a  country  of  fo  vaft 
extent,  thattheirancient  monarchs 
have,  not  without  fome  colour  of  rea- 
fon,  affumed  the  haughty  title  of  King 
of  Kings.  For,  not  to  mention  thofe 
fubdued  by  their  arms,  there  are  whole 
kingdoms  and  provinces  whofc  kings 
are  not  only  tributary,  but  alfo  in  as 
great  fubjec"Hon  to  them,  as  petty  go- 
vernors in  other  nations  are  to  kings. 

Some  ages  ago,  ope  of  thefe  kings, 
who  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign  had 
fignalized  himlelf  by  many  glorious 
ard  fuccefsful  conqutfts,  enjoyed  fo 


profound  a  pf.ace  and  tranquillity,  as 
rendered  him  the  happieft  of  monarchs. 
The  only  thing  in  which  he  could  be 
termed  unfortunate  was,  that  amongft 
all  his  miftrefles,  not  one  of  them  ever 
brought  him  a  fon  ;  and  being  now  far 
advanced  in  years,  he  was  defirous  ot" 
an  heir  to  fucceed  him  after  his  death. 
However,  he  had  above  an  hundred 
ladies,  all  lodged  in  feparate  apart- 
ments, after  a  magnificent  manner, 
with  women  flaves  and  eunuchs  to  wait 
upon  and  take  care  of  them  5  yet  not- 
withftandingall  his  endeavours  topleafe 
and  humour  them  in  everything,  there, 
was  not  one  that  anfwered  his  expecta- 
tion. He  had  women  very  often  brought 
him  from  the  moft  remote  countries, 
and  if  they  pleafed  him,  he  not  only 
gave  the  merchants  their  full  price  at  the 
rirft  word,  but  treated  them  with  all 
the  refpeft  and  civility  imaginable,  and 
by  confiderable  pvefents  obliged  them 
dill  to  bring  others,  flattering  himfelf, 
that  at  laft  he  might  be  fo  happy  as  to 
meet  with  one  by  whom  he  might  have 
a  fon.  There  was  fcarce  any  aft  of 
charity  but  what  he  performed,  fancy- 
ing by  that  means  to  prevail  with  Hea- 
ven. He  gave  immenfe  fums  to  the 
poor,  befides  large  donatives  to  the  re- 
ligious of  his  own  perfuafion,  building 
for  their  ufe  many  noble  colleges  richly 
endowed,  in  hopes  of  obtaining  by 
their  prayers  what  he  fo  earneftly 
defired. 

One  day,  according  to  the  cuftom  of 
his  royal  predeceflbrs  during  their  refi- 
dence  in  their  capital  city,  he  gave  his 
miftrefles  a  ball,  at  which  all  the  am- 
bafladors  and  ftrangers  of  quality 
about  the  court  were  prefent,  and  where 
they  not  only  entertained  one  another 
with  talking  of  news  and  politics,  but 
alfo  of  learning,  hiftory,  poetry,  and 
whatever  elfe  was  capable  of  diverting 
the  under/landing  after  the  moft  agree- 
able manner.  It  was  upon  that  day 
that  an  eunuch  came  to  acquaint  him 
witfi  the  arrival  of  a  certain  merchant 
from  a  far  country,  whohavingbrought 
a  flave  along  with  him,  defired  leave  to 
fhew  her  to  his  majefty.  '  Give  him 

*  admittance  inftantly,'  faid  the  king; 

*  and  after  the  ball  is  done,  I  will  talk 
'  with  him.'  The  merchant  was  intro- 
duced, and  feated  in  a  convenient  place, 
from  whence  he  might  eafily  have  a 
full  view  of  the  king,  and  hear  him  talk 
with  abundance  of  familiarity  to  thofe 
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that  ftood  near  his  perfon.  The  king 
\vas  extremely  civil  in  his  converfation 
.v.-ith  Ih-angers,  with  a  defign  that  by 
degrees  they  might  grow  acquainted 
\vithhim;  fo  that,  when  they  law  with 
v/hat freedom  and  civility  he  .'iddreffed 
himfelf  to  the  wlioie  aiftmbly,  they 
took  courage,  and  began  to  difcourfe 
wjih  him  alfo,  without  being  the  lea  it 
fin-prized  at  the  dazzling  pomp  and 
fplendor  of  his  appearance,  whicn  was 
enough  to  defprive  thole  of  their  power 
of  fpeech  that  were  not  ufed  to  fuch 
glorious  fights.  He  treated  the  ambaf- 
ladors  alfo  after  the  fame  manner.  Ftrli, 
he  eat  with  them;  and,  during  the  re- 
paftjheafkedthem  feveral  quettjons  con- 
cerning their  healths,  of theirvoyages, 
and  the  affairs  of  their  country;  and 
after  they  hadbeen  encouraged  hy  their 
generous  entertainment,  he  gave  them 
audience. 

When  the  ball  was  over,  and  all 
the  company  retired,  the  merchant, who 
was  the  only  perfon  left,  fell  proftrate 
before  the  king's  throne,  with  his  face 
to  the  earth,  wifhing  his  ma  jelly  an  ac- 
compli fhment  of  all  his  deiires.  As 
foon  as  he  rofe  up,  the  king  alked  him 
it  the  news  of  his  having  brought  a 
(lave  for  him  was  true,  and  whether 
/he  was  handfomc. 

*  Sir,'     replied    the    merchant,    '  I 
doubt  not  in  the  lead  but  your  ma. 
jefty  has  very  beautiful  women,  fince 
you  fearch  every  corner  of  the  earth 
for  them  :  but   I  may  boldly  affirm, 
without  over- valuing   my  merchan- 
dize, that  you  never  yet  (aw a  woman 
that  could  (land  in  competition  with 
her  for  flnpe   and  beauty;  befides   a 
thoufand  other   agreeable   qualifica- 
tions that  (he  ismiltiefscf .' — '  Where 
is  foe  T  faid  the  king:   '  bring  her  to 
me    inftamly.' — '  Sir,'     replied    the 
merchant,   'I  have  delivered   her    into 
the  hancls  of  one  of  your  chief  eu- 
nuchs, and  your  majelly  may  fend 
for  her  at  your  pleafure.' 
The    fair    (lave    was     immediately 
brought  in;  and  no  fooner  had  the  king 
call  his  eyes  on  her,  but  tiie  genteelneis 
of  her  mien  and  (hapecharmed  him.  He 
went  prefently  into  his  clol'et,  whither 
the  merchant,   with    a    few  eunuchs, 
followed  him.     Thefairllave  wore  a 
red  fattin  veil,  ftriped  with  gold,  over 
her  face;  and  when  the  merchant  had 
taken  it  off,  the  King  of  Perfia  beheld  a 
lady  that  furpafled  in  beauty  not  only 


his  prefent  miftreffes,  but  even  all  that 
ever  he  had  before.  In  ftiort,  he  im- 
mediately fell  paffionately  in  love  with 
her,  and  bid  the  merchant  name  lii» 
price. 

'  Sir,'  faid  he,  '  I  gave  a  thoufand 
c  pieces  of  gold  to  the  perfons  of  whom 
'  I  bought  her,  and  in  my  three  years 
'  journey  to  your  court  I  reckon  I 
«  have  fpent  as  much  :  but  I  /hall  for- 
*  bear  letting  any  price  to  fo  great  a 
'  monarch;  and  therefore,  if  your 
'  majefty  likes  her,  I  humbly  beg  you 
'  would  accept  of  her  as  a  p'relent.'— 
'  I  am  highly  obliged  to  you,'  replied 
the  king;  «  but  it  is  never  my  cuftom  to 
'  treat  merchants,  who  come  hither 
r  purely  for  my  pleafure,  after  fo  un'- 
1  generous  a  manner:  I  am  going  to 
'  order  thee  ten  thoufand  pieces  of  gold; 
«  therefore  fpeak,  whether  thou  art 
'  pleafed  with  that  fum  or  not  ?"-— 
'  Sir,'  anfwered  the  merchant,  <  though 
'  I  mould  have  efteemed  myfelf  very 

*  happy  in  your  majefty's  acceptance  of 

*  her  for  nothing,  yet  I  dare  notrefufe 
'  fo  generous  an    offer.      I   (hall   take 
'  care  to  publifh  it,  not  only  in  my  own 

*  country,     but    alfo   in    every   place 
'  through  which  I  pafs.'     The  monev 
was  prefently  paid;  and  before  he  ftir- 
red  out  of  his  prefence,  the  king  made 
him  put  on  a  rich  fuit  of  cloth  of  gold. 

The  king  caufed  the  fair  Have  to 
be  lodged  in  the  fineft  apartment  next 
his  own,  and  gave  particular  orders  to 
the  matrons,  and  the  women-flaves 
appointed  to  attend  her,  that  after  bath- 
ing they  (hould  drefs  her  in  the  richeft 
cloaths  the  kingdom  afforded.  He  ajfo 
commanded  them  to  carry  her  fom^ 
pearl  necklaces,  with  abundance  of  dia- 
monds and  other  precious  Hones,  that 
fhe  might  have  the  liberty  of  chafing 
thofelhe  liked  belt. 

The  officious  matrons,  whofe  only 
care  was  to  pleafe  the  king,  were 
(truck  with  filent  admiration  at  her 
beauty;  and  being  well  (killed  in  that 
affair,  they  told  his  majelly,  that  if 
he  would  allow  them  but  three  days^ 
they  would  engage  to  make  her  fo  much 
handfomer  than  (he  was  at  prefent,  that 
he  mould  fcarce  know  her  again.  The 
king  at  firlt  was  very  loth  to  defer  the 
pleafure  of  enjoyment  fo  long,  but  at 
laft  he  confented,  upon  condition  they 
would  be  as  good  as  their  word. 

The  King  of  Perfia's  capital  was  (itu- 

ated  in  an  illar.d;  and  his  palace,  which 
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was  very  magnificent,  was  built  upon 
the  fea-fliore.  His  apartment  looked 
upon  that  element;  and  the  fair  flave's, 
wliich  was  pretty  near  it,  had  alfo  the 
fame  profpeft  ;  and  it  was  the  more 
agreeable,  upon  account  of  .the  fca's 
beating  almolt  againft  the  foot  of  the 
wall. 

At  the  three  days  end,  the  fair 
(lave,  glorioufty  drefTed  and  fet  off, 
was  alone  in  her  chamber,  fitting  on  a 
fofa,  and  leaning  againft  one  of  the 
windows  that  faced  the  feaj  when  the 
king,  being  informed  that  he  might 
vifit  her,  came  in.  The  fair  flave 
hearing  fornebody  walk  in  the  room 
with  an  air  quite  different  from  that 
of  the  women- (laves  who  had  hitherto 
attended  her,  immediately  turned  her 
head  about  to  fee  who  it  was.  She 
knew  him  to  be  the  king;  but,  without 
difcovering  the  leaft  furprize,  or  fo 
rnuch  as  rifmg  from  her  feat  to  falute 
or  receive  him,  as  if  he  had  been  the 
meaneft  peribn  in  the  world,  (he  put 
herfelf  in  the  fame  pofture  again. 

The  King  of  Perfia  was  extremely 
furprized  to  fee  a  flave  of  fo  beauteous 
and  enchanting  a  form  fo  very  igno- 
rant of  the  world.  He  attributed  this 
piece  of  ill-breeding  to  the  narrownefs 
of  her  education,  and  the  littlecare  that 
was  taken  of  inltrucling  her  at  fuft  in 
the  rules  of  civility  and  good-manners. 
He  went  to  her  at  the  window;  where, 
notwithstanding  the  coldnefs  and  in- 
differency  with  which  (he  had  juft  now 
received  him,  (he  fuffered  herfelf  to  be 
admired,  carelTed,  and  embraced,  as 
much  ashepleafed. 

In  the  midft  of  thefe  amorous  em- 
braces   and   tender   endearments,    the 
monarch  paufed  a  while,  to  gaze  upon, 
or  rather  to  devour,  her  with  his  eyes. 
*  My  goddefs!  my  angel!  my  charmer  1' 
cried  the  king,  «  whence  came  you,  and 
where  do   thofe   happy  parents  live 
who  brought  into  the  world  fo  fur- 
prizing  a   mafte^-piece  of  nature  as 
you  are?  Ah,  how  I  adore  you!  And 
my  paflion,  (hall  continue  the  fame! 
Never  did  I  feel  for  a  woman  what  I 
now  feel  for  you  j  and,  though  1  have 
feen,  and  do  fee  every  day,  a  vaft 
number  of  beauties,    yet  never   did 
my  eyes  behold  fo  many  charms  in 
one  fingle  perfon;  which  have  fo  tranf- 
ported  me  out  of  mylelf,  that  I  am  no 
longer  at  my  own,  but  entirely  at 
vour  difpofal.  My  deareft  life,'  con- 


tinued he,  *  you  neither  anfwer  me,  nor, 
by  any  vifible  token,  give  me  the  leafi 
reafon  to  believe  that  you  are  fenfible 
of  the  many  demonftrations  I  have 
given  you  of  the  violence  of  my  paf- 
fion:  neither  will  you  turn  your  eyes 
on  me,  to  afford  mine  the  pleafure  of 
meeting  themwith  an  amorous  glance, 
and  to  convince  you  that  it  is  nnpof- 
fible  to  love  more  than  I  do  you. 
Why  will  you  ftill  keep  this  obfti- 
natefilence,which  freezes  me  to  death  ? 
And  whence  proceeds  the  ferioufnefs, 
or  rather  foirow,  that  torments  me 
to  the  foul  ?  Do  you  mourn  for  your 
country,  your  friends,  or  your  rela- 
tions? Alas!  is  not  the  Kingof  Per- 
fia, who  loves  and  adores  you,  capa- 
ble of  comforting,  and  making  you 
amends  for  the  lofs  of  every  thing  in 
the  world  ?' 

What  proteftations  of  love  foever  the 
King  of  Perfia  made  the  fair  flave,  to 
oblige  her  to  fpeak  to  him,  me  conti- 
nued her  allonifhing  refervednefs  ;  and, 
keeping  her  eyes  ftill  fixed  upon 'the 
ground,  would  not  fo  much  as  open  her 
lips. 

The  King  of  Perfia,  charmed  with 
thepurchafehehad  made  of  a  flave  who 
pleafed  him  fo  well,  preffed  her  no  far- 
ther, in  hopes  that,  by  treating  her  ci- 
villy, he  might  prevail  upon  her  to 
change  her  mind.  He  prefently  gave 
the  utual  fign  to  the  women  who  waited 
in  an  outward  room.  As  foon  as  they 
entered,  he  commanded  them  to  brin^ 
in  fupper.  When  it  was  on  the  table 
— *  My  dear,'  faid  he  to  the  flave, 
'  come  hither,  and  fup  with  me.'  She 
rofe  up  from  her  feat;  and,  being  placed 
oppofite  the  king,  his  majefty  helped 
her  before  he  began  eating  himfelfj 
and  fo  he  did  of  every  difh  during  the 
whole  fupper.  The  flave  eat  as  well 
as  the  king;  but  ftill  with  ciown-caft 
eyes,  and  without  (peaking  a  word, 
though  he  often  aiked  her  how  me  liked 
the  entertainment,  and  whether  it  was 
drefied  according  to  her  tafte. 

The  king,  willing  to  change  thedif- 
courfe,  afked  her  what  her  name  was; 
how  (he  liked  thecloathsftnd  the  jewels 
fhe  had  on;  what  (he  thought  of  her 
apartment,  and  the  rich  furniture;  and 
whether  the  profpe&of  the  fea  was  not 
very  agreeable  and  charming:  but  to  all 
thefc  queftions  fheanfwered  not  a  word; 
fo  that  the  king  was  at  a  lols  what  to 
think  of  her  filcnce.  He  imagined,  at 

firft, 
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firft,  that  perhaps  (he  might  be  dumb:         The  next  morning  the  King  of  Per- 
But  then,'  faid  he  to  himfelf,  *  can  it      iia  rofe  more  pleafed  than  ever  he  havi 


be  poflRble  that  Heaven  fhould  form  a 
creature  fo  beautiful,  fo  perfeft,  and 
fo  accomplished,  yer,  at  the  fame  time, 
with  fo  great  an  imperfection  ?  How- 
ever, I  cannot  love  her  with  a  lefs  paf- 
flon  than  I  do.' 

When  the  King  of  Perfia  rofe  from 

the  table,  he  wafned  his  hands  on  one 

fide,    while   the  fair  £ave  wafhed  her's 

on  the  other..     He  took  that  time  to 

afkthe  woman  who  held  the  bafon  and 

the  towel,  if  ever  they  had  heard  her 

fpeak.      One  of  them  prefently  made 

anfwer — c  Sir,  we  have  neither  feen  her 

open   her  lips,  nor  heard  her  fpeak, 

any  more  than  your  majefty  has  jult 

now.     We  have  taken  care  of  her  in 

the  bath,  we  have  combed  and  dreffed 

her  head,   put  on   her  cloaths,   and 

waited  upon  her  in  her  chamber;  but 

(lie  has  not  opened  her  lips,fo  much  as 

to  lay"That  is  well, "or  "1  like  this." 

We  have  often  afked  her — "  Madam, 

do  you  want  any  thing  ?  Let  us  know 

what  you  would  have.    Dobutafk, 

and  we  are  ready  to  get  it  for  you." 

But  we  have  never  been  able  to  draw 

a  word  from  her;   fo  that  we  cannot 

tell  whether  her  filence  proceeds  from 

pride,   forrow,  ftupidity,  or    dumb- 

ne's:  and   this  is  all  we  can  inform 

your  majefty  of.' 

The  King  of  Perfia  was  more  afto- 
nilhed  at  hearing  this  than  he  was  be- 
fore; however,  believing  the  Have  might 
have  fome  reafons  for  her  forrow,  he 
was  willing  to  endeavour  to  divert  it, 
and  make  her  merry.  Accordingly, 
he  made  a  very  fplendid  ball,  to  which 
all  the  fine  ladies  of  the  court  came; 
and  thofe  who  were  ikilful  in  playing 
upon  muficnl  inftruments,  mewed  then- 
parts;  whilft  others  fang  or  danced,  or 
did  both  together:  in  fhort,  they  played 
at  a  great  many  forts  of  games,  which 
highly  de-lighted  the  king.  The  fair 
ilavewas  ihe  only  perfon  who  took  no 
pleaiure  in  thtfe  diverfions:  (he  never 
Itirred  out  of  her  place;  but,  with  her 
eyes  ftiil  fixed  on  the  ground,  without 
taking  any  notice  of  the  entertainment, 
behaved  herfelf  with  fa  much  indif- 
ference, that  all  the  ladies  were  no  Id's 
furprized  at  it  than  the  king.  After 
the  ball  was  done,  every  one  retired  to 
her  apartment;  and  the  king,  who  was 
ieft  alone  with  the  fair  Have,  lay  wJth 
her  that  night. 


been  with  all  the  women  he  had  leea 
before,  and  more  enamoured  with  the 
fair  (lave  than  he  was  the  day  before. 
Indeed,  he  focn  made  it  appear,  by  re- 
folving  henceforth  to  keep  inviolably 
conftant  to  her;  and  he  performed  hi* 
refolution.  On  the  very  fame  day 
hedifmilled  all  his  other  women,  giving 
every  one  of  them  their  jewels,  and 
"other  valuable  things,  befides  a  conii- 
derable  fortune,  with  free  leave  to  mar- 
ry whom  they  thought  fit,  and  only- 
kept  the  matrons,  and  a  few  other  oJd 
women,  to  wait  upon  and  attend  the 
fair  ilave.  However,  for  a  who!* 
year  together,  ihe  never  afforded  hina 
the  pleaiure  of  one  Cngle  word;  yet  the 
king  took  abundance  of  pains  to  pleafe 
her,  and,  with  all  the  complaifance 
imaginable,  to  give  her  the  molt  Cgnai 
proofs  of  his  violent  paflion. 

The  year  was  now  expired ;  when  the 
king,  fitting  one  day  by  his  miftrefs, 
protefted  to  her  that  his  love,  infteadof 
being  diminished,  grew  every  day  more, 
violent.  «  My  queen,'  faid  he,  «  lean- 
not  divine  what  your  thoughts  are$ 
but,  however,  nothing  is  more  true, 
and  I  fwear  to  you  the  fame,  that,  in 
having  the  happinefs  of  poflefiing 
you,  there  remajns  nothing  for  me 
to  defire.  I  elteem  my  kingdom, 
great  as  it  is,  lefs  than  an  atom,  when 
I  have  the  pleafure  of  beholding  your 
eyes,  and  of  telling  you  a  thoufandi 
times  how  I  adore  you.  You  fee  I 
have  givenyou  Ibrne  other  proofs  of  my 
affection  than  bare  words,  and  there- 
fore furely  you  can  no  longer  doubt  of 
it,  after  the  vaft  number  of  \vorr.e«  I 
have  facrificed  to  your  beauty.  You 
may  remember,  it  is  about  a  year  fince 
I  lent  them  away  from  my  court;  and 
I  repent  of  it  as  little,  even  now  J  atts 
talking  with  you,  as  I  did  the  firJJt 
moment  of  their  departure;  and  I  be- 
lieve I  never  fliall.  Nothing  would 
be  wanting  to  compleat  my  happi- 
nefs, and  crown  my  joys  for  ever, 
would  you  but  fpeak  one  (ingle  worti 
to  me,  by  which  I  might  be  allured 
th.it  you  thought  yourfelf  in  fome 
meafure  obliged  to  me.  But  howcao 
you  fpeak  to  me  if  you  are  dumb? 
And,  alas,  how  fearful  am  I  left  it 
fijould  be  true!  Yet  what  reafou 
have  I  to  doubt  of  it,  flnce  you  Ifill 
torment  me  with  filence,  after  a  whole 
*  year's 
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year's  entreating  you  every  hour  to 
fpeak  to  me  ?  However,  if  it  is  im- 
poffible  for  me  to  obtain  that  confo- 
lation,  may  Heaven  at  leaft  kindly 
giant  me  the  bleffing  of  a  fon  by  you 
to  fucceed  me  after  my  death.  I  find 
myfelf  growing  old  every  day,  and  I 
begin  to  want  one  to  afRft  me  in  bear- 
ing the  weight  of  a  crown.  But  (till 
I  cannot  refrain  from  the  defire  I 
have  of  hearing  you  fpeak;  for,  me- 
thinks,  fomething  within  me  tells  me 
you  are  not  dumb :  and  therefore, 
dear  Madam,  I  befeech,  I  conjure 
you,  to  break  through  this  obftinate 
humour,  and  fpeak  but  one  word  to 
me,  and  after  that  I  care  not  how  foon 
Idie.' 

At  this  difcourfe  the  fair  {lave, 
who,  according  to  her  ufual  cuftom, 
had  hearkened  to  the  king  with  down- 
caft  eyes,  and  had  given  him  caufe  to 
believe,  not  only  that  (he  was  dumb, 
but  that  (he  had  never  laughed  in  her 
Jife,  began  to  look  up,  and  (mile  a  lit- 
tle. The  King  of  Perfia  perceived  it 
with  a  furprize  that  made  him  break 
forth  into  an  exclamation  of  joy;  and, no 
longer  doubting  but  that  (he  was  going 
to  fpeak,  he  waited  for  that  happy  mo- 
ment with  an  eagernefs  and  attention 
that  cannot  eafily  be  exprefied. 

At  laft  the  fair  flave,  breaking  her 
long-kept  filence,  thus  addreffed  her- 
felf  to  the  king:  «  Sir,'  faid  /he,  'I 
have  fo  many  things  to  fay  to  your 
majefty,  that,  having  once  broke  ii- 
lence,  I  know  not  where  to  begin. 
However,  in  the  firft  place,  I  think 
myfelf  obliged  in  duty  to  thank  your 
majefty  for  all  the  favours  and  ho- 
nours  you  have  been  pleafed  to  con- 
fer upon  me,  and  to  implore  the  gods 
to  blefs  and  profper  you,  to  prevent 
the  wicked  defigns  and  intentions  of 
your  enemies,  and  that  they  would 
not  fuffer  you  to  die  after  hearing  me 
fpeak,  but  to  grant  you  a  long  and  a 
happy  reign.  After  this,  Sir,  I  cannot 
give  you  a  greater  fatisfaclion,  than 
acquainting  you  with  my  being  with 
child;  and  I  wi/h,  as  you  do,  it  may  be 
a  fon.  Had1  it  never  been  my  for- 
tune to  have  been  breeding,  I  was  re- 
folved  (I  beg  your  majefty  to  pardon 
the  fincerity  of  my  intention)  never 
to  have  loved  you,  as  well  as  to  have 
kept  an  eternal  filence;  but  now  I 
love  and  refpeft  you  as  I  ought  to 
do.' 


The    King  of  Perfia,   raviflied   to 

hear  the  fair  flave  not  only  fpeak,  but 

at  the  fame  time   tell  him  fuch  news, 

in  which  he  was   fo  nearly  concerned, 

embraced  her  tenderly.  *  Shining  light 

of  my  eyes!'  faid  he,  « it  is  impoflible 

for  me  to  receive  a  greater  joy  than 

what  you  have  now  given  me  •.  you 

have  fpoken  to  me,  and  declared  your 

being  with  child;  fo  that  I  am  fully 

fatisfied  in  myfelf,  that,  after  thefe 

two  fignal  occafions  of  joy,    I  ought 

to  expect  no-other.' 

*"  The  King  of  Perfia,  in  the  tranfport 
of  joy  iie  was  in,  faid  no  more  to  the 
fair  flave  :  he  left  her,  but  after  fuch 
a  manner  as  made  her  perceive  his  in- 
tention was  fpeedily  to  return;  and  be- 
ing willing  that  the  occafion  of  his 
loyfliould  be  madepublick,  he  declared 
it  to  his  officers,  and  fent  in  all  hafte 
for  the  grand  vizier.  As  Icon  as  he 
came,  he  ordered  him  to  diftribute  a 
thoufand  pieces  of  gold  among  the  ho- 
ly men  of  his  religion,  who  had  made 
vows  of  poverty;  as  alfo  among  the 
hofpitals  and  the  poor,  by  way  of  re- 
turning thanks  to  Heaven  :  and  his 
will  was  obeyed  by  thedireclion  of  that 
minifter. 

After  the  King  of  Perfia  had  given 
this  order,  he  came  to  the  fair  flave 
a^ain.  '  Madam,'  faid  he,  '  pardon 
me  for  leaving  you  fo  abruptly,  fince 
you  have  been  the  occafion  of  it :  but 
I  hope  you  will  entertain  me  forne 
other  time,  fince  I  am  defirous  to 
know  cf  you  feveral  thirigs  of  much 
greater  confequence.  However,  in 
the  mean  time,  tell  me,  I  befeech  you, 
my  deareft  charmer,  what  were  the 
powerful  realons  that  induced  you  to 
perflft  in  that  obftinate  filence  for  a 
whole  year  together;  though  every 
day  you  faw  me,  heard  me  talk  to 
you,  eat  and  drank  with  me,  and 
every  night  lay  with  me?  I  (hall 
pafs  by  your  notfpeaking  ;  but  how 
you  could  carry  yourfelfafter  fuch  an 
indifferent  manner,  that  I  could  ne- 
ver difcover  whether  you  were  fenfi- 
ble  of  what  I  faid  to  you  or  not,  is 
what,  I  confefs,  furpaues  my  under- 
ftanding;  and  I  cannot  yet  compre- 
hend how  you  could  contain  yourfelf 
fo  long;  therefore  I  muft  conclude 
the  occafion  of  it  to  be  very  extraor- 
dinary.* 

'  To  fatisfy  the  King  of  Perfia's  cu- 

riofity,'    replied    this    fair    perfon, 

'  think 


ARABIAN  NIGHTS  ENTERTAINMENTS.       373 


'think  whether  or  not  to  be  a  (lave,  far 
«  fYorn  my  own  country,  without  hopes 
«  of  ever  feeing  it  again,  to  have  a  heart 

*  torn  with  grief  for  being  feparated 

*  from  my   mother,  my  brother,   my 

*  friends,  and   my  acquaintance,   are 
«  not  fufficient  reafons  for  my  keeping 

*  a    filence    which    your   majefty   has 

*  thought  fo  ftrange  and  unaccounta- 

<  ble?°  The  love  of  our  native  country 

*  is  as  natural  to  us  as  that  of  our  pa- 
«  rents;  and  the  lofs  of  liberty  is  in- 

*  fupportable  to  every  one  who  is  not 

<  wholly  deftitute  of  fenfe  and  reafon, 

*  and  knows  how  to  fet  a  value  on  it. 
'  The  body,  indeed,  may  be  enflaved, 
'  and  under  the  fubje&ion  of  a  mailer 
'  who  h?.s  the  power  and  authority  in 
«  his  ha.iubj  but  the  will  can  never  be 

*  ccnqu  red  or  domineered  over,  but 
«  dill  remains  free  and  unconfmed,  de- 
'  pending  on  itfelf  alone,  as  your  ma- 
«  jefty  has  found  an  example  of  in  me. 

*  And  it  is  a  wonder  that  I  have  not 

*  followed  the  example  of  abundance 

*  of  unfortunate  wretches  whom  the  lofs 

<  of  liberty  has  reduced  to  the  mourn- 
'  ful  refolution  of  procuring  their  own 
'  deaths  a  thoufand  ways,  rather  than 
'  furvive  it,  and  wear  out  a  wretched 

*  life  in  fliameful  flavery.' 

*  Madam,'  replied  the  king,  *  I  am 
'  now  convinced  of  the  truth  of  what 
'  you  fayj  but,  till  this  moment,  I  was 
'  of  opinion,  that  a  perfon  beautiful, 

*  well-fliaped,  with  a  great  deal  of  wit 
«  and    good    fenfe,    fuch   as   yourfelf, 

*  whom  her  rigorous  liars  had  dcftined 

*  to  be  a  flave^  ought  to  think  herfelf 
'  very  happy  in  meeting  with  a  king 

*  for  her  msfter.' 

'  Sir,'  replied  the  fair  flave,  '  what- 
'  ever  the  flave  is,  fuppofing  her  to  be 
'  fuch  as  I  have  already  mentioned  to 

*  your  majefty,   there  is  no  king  on 
«  earth  who  can  tyrannize  over  herwill. 

*  But,  however,  when  you  fpeak  of  a 
«  (lave  who  is  rniftrefs  of  charms  enough 

*  to  captivate  a   monarch,  and   maK.e 

*  him  adore  her,  provided  (he  is  of  a 

*  rank  infinitely  below  him,   I  am  of 

*  your  opinion,  that  (he  ought  to  think 

*  herfelf  happy  in  her  misfortunes:  but 
4  what  happmefs  can  it  be  when  (lie 
'   confiders  herfelf  only  as  a  flave,  tern 
'  from  her  parent's  arms,  and  perhaps 
'  a  lover's,  for  whom  (he  has  a  paflion 
«  that  death  only  can  extinguish?    But 
'  when  this  very  flave  is  in  nothing  in- 

*  ferior  to  the  king  who  bcugU  her, 


*  your  majefty  will  then  judge  yourfelf 
1  of  the  rigour  of  her  deitiny,  of  her 
c  mifery,  and  of  her  forrow,  and  to  what 

*  defperate    attempts    the   anguifh  of 

*  defpair  may  drive  he r.' 

The  King  of  Perfia  was  aftonirtied 
at   this  difcourfe  :   'Madam,'   faid   he, 

*  can  it  be  poflible  that  you  arc  of  royal 

*  blood,  as  by  your  words  you  fcem  to 

*  intimate?     Explain  the  whole  fecret 

*  to  me,  I  befeech  you,  and  no  longer 

*  augment  my   impatience..     Ah!  let 
'  me  inftantly  know  who  are  the  happy 

*  parents  of  fo  great  a  prodigy  of  beau - 

*  tyj  who -are  your  brothers,  your  fif- 
'  ters,  and  your  relations  ;  but,  above 

*  all,  what  your  name  is?' 

'  Sir,'  faid  the  fair  (lave,    «  my  name 

*  is  Gulnare  of  the  Sea  ;  and  my  father, 
'  who  is  now  dead,  was  one  of  the  molt 

*  potent  monarchs  of  the  ocean.  When 
'   he  died,  he  left  his  kingdom  to  a  bro- 

*  ther  of  mine  named  Saleh;  and  to  the 

*  queen  my  mother,  who  is  alfoa  prin- 
'  cti's,  the  daughter  of  another  puiffant 
'   monarch  ofthe  lea.   We  enjoyed  pro- 

*  found  peace  and  tranquillity  through 

*  the  whole  kingdom,  till  a  neighbour- 
'  ing  prince,  an  enemy  toour  repofe,  in- 
'  vaded  our  dominions  with   a  mighty 

*  army;  and,  penetrating  as  far  as  our 
-'  capital,  made  himfelf  mafterof  it;  and 

*  we  had  but  jult  time  enough  to  .Cave 

*  ourfelves  in  a  (teep  inaccelfible  place, 
'  with  a   few  trtilly  officers,  who  were 

*  fogenerous  as  not  to  forfake  us  in  our 
«  diftrefs. 

*  In  this  retreat  my  brother  was  not 

*  negligent  in  contriving  all  manner  of 
'   ways  to  drive  the  unjult  invader  from 
'  ovir    dominions.     \Vhile   this    aff:nr 
'  was  in  doubtful  agitation,  one^fav 
'  taking  me  into  his  clofei — *'  Sifter," 
'   faid  he,   "  tlie  events  of  the  lealt  UR- 
"  dertakings   in  the  world  are  always 
*'  du'nkiiis.      As  for   my  own   part,   I 

*  am   willing  to  die  in  the  attempt  I 
{  dcfign  10  make  to  re-eltabli(h  me  in 
'   my   kingdom j   and   I    (hall    he   ids 

*  concerned  at  my  own  dif^race,  than 

*  for  what  may  happen   to  you;  and 

*  therefore,  to  prevent  it,  and  to  iccure 
'  you  from  whatever  accident  ni;ty  be- 
1   fal  you,    I  would  fain  lee  you  mai- 
'  I  ied  fir  ft.      Bur,  in  the  milerable  con- 
«   dition  ihat  our  sffiirs  are  at  prefTit, 
'   I -ice   no    probability   of    matching 
'  yo'.i  ty  any  of  the  princes  of  the  fca; 
'   and  therefore  I  fnouid  be   very  glad 
'   i;  yt'U  -,Vvw!il  ifciuive  tc  be  of  my  opi- 
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nion,  and  think,  of  marrying  fome  one 
of  the  princes  of  the  earth.  I  am 
ready  to  contribute  all  that  lies  in  my 
power  towards  it ;  and  I  am  certain 
there  is  not  one  of  them,  confiHering 
the  beauty  you  are  miftrefs  of,  but 
would  be  proud  of  your  accepting  of 
their  crown." 

*  At  this  difcourfe  of  my  brother's 
I  fell  into  a  violent  paflion.  "  Bro- 
ther,"  faid  J,  "  you  know  that  I 
am  defcended,  as  well  as  you,  by 
both  father  and  mother's  fide,  from 
the  kings  and  queens  of  the  fe-i, 
without  any  mixture  of  alliance  with 
thole  of  the  earth ;  therefore  I  do 
not  defign  to  marry  below  myfelf, 
any  more  than  they  did  ;  and  I  took 
an  oath  of  it  as  foon  as  I  had  un- 
derftandingto  enquire  into  the  noble- 
nefs  and  antiquity  of  our  family. 
The  condition  to  which  we  are  re- 
dueed  (hall  never  oblige  me  to  alter 
my  refolutionj  and  if  you  perifli  in 
the  execution  of  your  defign,  I  am 
prepared  to  fall  with  you,  rather 
than  to  follow  the  advice  I  fo  little 
expe&ed  from  yovi.'" 
'  My  brother,  who  was  ftill  earneft 
for  the  marriage,  endeavoured  to  make 
me  believe  that  there  were  kings  of 
the  earth  who  were  no  ways  inferior 
to  thofe  of  the  fea.  This  put  me  into 
a  violent  paflion,  which  occafioned 
him  to  fpeak  fcveral  bitter  reflecting 
things  that  nettled  me  to  the  quick. 
At  laft  he  left  me,  as  much  diflatis- 
fied  with  myfelf  as  he  could  poflibly 
be  with  himfelf ;  and  in  this  peevifh 
mood  I  gave  a  fpring  from  the  bottom 
of  the  fea  directly  up  to  the  ifland  of 
the  Moon. 

*  Notwithstanding  the  violent  dif- 
content  that  made  me  caft  myfelf  up- 
on  that  ifland,  I  lived  pretty  eafy  in 
a  bye-corner  of  it,  whither  I  retired 
for  conveniency  and  fafety.  But, 
alas  !  this  happinels  lalted  not  long  ; 
for,  in  fpite  of  all  my  endeavours  to 
lie  concealed  in  my  beloved  obfcu- 
rity,  a  certain  perfon  of  diftinclion 
and  figure,  attended  by  his  fervants, 
furprized  me  Sleeping,  and  carried  me 
to  his  own  houfe.  He  made  vioient 
love  to  me,  and  omitted  nothing  which 
he  thought  might  reafonably  induce 
me  to  make  a  return  to  his  paflion. 
When  he  law  that  f.tir  means  would 
prevail  nothing  upon  me,  he  attempt  - 
td  to  make  ui--  ui  fo)cej  but  I  ioun 


made  him  repent  of  his  infolence:  fo 
at  laft,  finding  that  there  was  nothing 
to  be  done  with  me,  he  rtfolved  to 
part  with  me;  which  he  did  to  that 
very  merchant  who  brought  me  hi- 
ther, and  fold  me  to  your  majefty. 
He  was  a  very  prudent,  courteous,, 
obliging  perfon  ;  and  during  the 
whole  journey,  which  was  fomewhat 
tedious,  he  never  gave  me  the  leaft 
reafon  to  complain  of  his  ufage. 
*  As  for  your  majefty,  Sir,*  conti- 
nued the  Princefs  Gulnare,  4  if  you 
had  not  (hewn  rneall  the  refpeft  you 
have  hitherto  paid,  (for  which  I  am 
extremely  obliged  to  your  goodnefs) 
and  given  me  fuch  undeniable  marks 
of  your  affeflion,  that  I  could  no 
longer  doubt  of  it ;  if  you  had  not 
immediately  fent  away  your  women  j 
give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  Sir,  plainly, 
that  I  was  politively  refolved  not  to 
live  with  you  ;  I  would  have  thrown 
myfelf  into  the  fea  out  of  this  very 
window,  where  your  majefty  firft  faw 
me  when  you  came  into  this  apart- 
ment; and  I  would  have  gone  in 
fearch  after  my  mother,  my  brother, 
and  the  reft  of  my  relations.  I  ftill 
perfifted  in  that  defign;  and  I  would 
infallibly  have  put  it  in  execution, 
if,  after  a  certain  time,  I  had  found 
myfelf  deceived  in  the  hopes  of  being 
with  child  :  but  now,  in  the  condi- 
tion I  am  in,  I  fliall  be  fure  to  take 
care  what  I  do.  Should  I  tell  my 
mother,  or  my  brother,  that  I  have 
been  a  flave,  even  to  a  king  as  mighty 
as  you  are,  they  would  never  believe 
it;  but  would  for  ever  upbraid  me 
with  the  crime  I  have  committed 
againft  my  honour,  fince  it  was  a  vo- 
luntary af^  of  my  own.  However, 
Sir,  be  it  a  prince  or  princefs  that  I 
bring  into  the  world,  it  will  be  a 
pledge  to  engage  me  never  to  be  part- 
ed from  your  majefty  :  and  therefore 
I  hope  you  will  no  longer  look  upon 
me  as  a  (lave,  but  as  a  princefs  wor- 
thy of  your  alliance.' 
It  was  after  this  manner  that  the 
Princefs  Gulnare  finiflied  her  ftory, 
winch  (he  had  been  telling  the  King  of 
Perfia.  *  My  charming  and  adorable 
princefs!'  cried  he,  «  what  wonders 
have  I  heard  !  And  what  an  ample 
fubjefl  have  you  afforded  my  curio- 
fit  y  of  aflcing  a  thoufand  queftions 
coiicerningthofeftrangeand  unheard, 
of  things  whish  you  have  related  to 
«  me  ' 
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*  me !  But,  in  the  firft  place,  I  ought 
'  to  thank  you  for  your  goodnefs  and 
4  patience,    in   making  a  trial  of  the 
«  truth  and  conftancy  of  my  paflion.  I 

*  muft  confefs  that  I  thought  it  im- 
'  poffible  for  me  to  love  you  more  than  I 

*  did  ;   but,  fince  I  know  you  to  be  fo 

*  great  a  princefs,  I  love  you  a  thou- 
'  fand  times  more.     What  did  I  fay, 

*  Princefs!  Madam,  you  are  no  longer 

*  fo ;  but  you  are  my  queen,  the  Queen 
'  of  Perfia;  and  by  that  title  you  (hall 

*  foon   be  proclaimed   throughout  the 
«  whole  kingdom.      To-morrow  the 

*  ceremony  lhall  be  performed  in  my 

*  capital,  with  a  pomp  and  magnifi- 

*  cence    that   was   never  yet  beheld; 

*  which  will  plainly  fhew  that  you  are 

*  both  my  queen  and  lawful  wife.  This 
'  mould  long  ago  have  been  done,  had 

*  you  fooner  convinced  me  of  my  er- 

*  ror :  for,  from  the  fii  ft  moment  of 
'  my  feeing  you,  I   have  been  of  the 
'  fame  opinion  as  now,  to  love  you  for 
'  ever,  and  never  to  place  my  affections 
'  on  any  other. 

<  However,  I  am  pleafed  with  my- 

*  felf  for  having,  in  the  mean  time, 

*  paid  you  all  the  refpecl  and  civility 

*  that  I  ought,  which  are  due  to  your 

*  merit :  and  therefore,  Madam,  I  be- 

*  feech  you  to  inform  me,  after  a  more 
'  particular  manner,  of  the  kingdoms 
'  and  people  of  the  fea,  which  are  al- 
'  together  unknown   to   me.     I   hqve 
'  heard  much  talk,  indeed,  of  the  in- 
'  habitants  of  the  fea,   but  I  always 

*  looked  upon  it  as  nothing  but  a  plea- 
'  fant  tale  or  fable:  however,  by  what 
'  you  have  told   me,  I  am  convinced 
'  there  is  nothing  more  true  ;    and  1 

*  have  a  very  good  proof  of  it  in  your 
'  own  perfon,  who  are  one  of  them,  and 
'  are  pleafed  to  condefcend  to  be  my 

*  wife;  which  is  an  honour  no  other 
'  inhabitant  on  the  earth  can  boaft  of 
'  befides  myfelf.     There  is  one  thing 
'  yet,   Madam,   which  puzzles  me  a 

*  little;  therefore  I  muft  beg  the  fa- 
'  vour  of  you  to  explain  it  :  that  is,  I 

*  cannot  comprehend  how  it  is  poflible 
«  for  you  to  move,  breathe,  and  walk 
<  up  and  down  in  the  water,  without 

*  being  drowned!  There  are  but  few 
'  amongft  us  who  have  the  art  of  ftay- 

*  ing  under  water;    but  they  would 
'  furely  perifh  there,  if,  after  a  certain 
'  fpace  of  time,  which  is  according  to 
«  their  IkilJ,    and  the  conftitution  of 


their  bodies,  they  did  not  come  up 
again.' 

'  Sir,'  replied  the  Queen  Gulnare, 
I  (hall  rake  a  great  deal  of  pleafure 
in  fatisfying  the  King  of  Perfia  in. 
any  thing  that  lies  in  my  power.  You 
muft  knovA),  then,  that  we  can  walk, 
at  the  bottom  of  the  fea  with  as  much 
eafe  as  you  can  upon  land;  and  can. 
breathe  in  the  water  as  well  as  you 
do  in  the  air :  fo  that,  inftead  of  fuf- 
focating  us,  as  it  does  you,  it  is  ab- 
folutely  neceffary  for  the  prefervation 
of  our  lives.  What  is  yet  more  re- 
markable, is,  that  it  never  wets  our 
clonths  ;  fo  that  when  we  have  a  mind, 
to  vilit  your  upper  world,  we  have  no 
occafion  of  drying  them.  Our  vul- 
gar language  is  the  fame  in  which  the 
writing  upon  the  feal  of  the  great  pro- 
phet Solomon,  the  fon  of  David,  was 
engraven. 

*  I  muft  not  forget  to  tell  you,  that 
the  water  does  not  in  the  lead  hinder 
us  from  feeing  in  the  fea;  for  we  can 
open  and  fhut  our  eyes  when  we 
pleafe,  without  any  manner  of  in- 
conveniency  :  and  as  we  have  gene- 
rally a  very  quick,  piercing  light,  fo 
we  can  difcern  any  obje£l  as  clearly 
in  the  dt-epeft  part  of  the  fea  as  upoa 
land.  We  havealfoa  fucceflion  there 
of  day  and  night:  the  moon  affords 
us  her  light;  and  even  the  planets 
and  the  itnrs  appear  very  viiible  to 
us.  I  have  already  fpoken  of  their 
kingdoms;  but  as  the  fea  is  a  great 
deal  larger  than  the -earth,  fo  there 
are  a  greater  number  of  them,  and  of 
valler  extent :  they  are  divided  into 
provinces,  and  in  every  province  there 
are  feveral  great  cities,  well  peopled  ; 
and,  in  fhort,  there  are  an  infinite 
number  of  nations,  differing  in  man- 
ners and  cuftoms,  as  well  as  upon, 
the  earth. 

'  The  palaces  of  the  kings  and  princes 
are  very  fumptuous  and  magnificent: 
there  are  fome  of  them  of  marble  of 
various  colours;  others  of rock-cry- 
ftal,  mother  of-pearl,  coral,  and  of 
other  materials  more  valuable;  gold, 
filver,  and  all  forts  of  precious  ft',  nes, 
aremoreplentiful  there  than  with  you. 
I  lay  nothing  of  the  pearls,  fmcc  ihe 
largeft  that  ever  was  feen  upon  earth 
would  not  be  valued  amongft  us,  and 
none  but  the  very  loweft  rank  of  citi- 
zens would  wear  them. 

3  B  «  As 
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*  As  we  have  a  marvellous  and  al- 

<  moft  incredible  agility  of  tranfporting 

*  ourfelves  whither   we  pleafe  in    the 

*  twinkling  of  an  eye,  fo  we  have  no 
'  occafion  for  any  coaches  or  horfes  : 

*  not  but  that  every  king  has  his  (tables, 
«  and  his  breed  of  fea- horfes;  but  they 

*  ieldom  make  life  of  them,  unlefs  it  is 

*  upon    publick   feafts  and   rejoicing- 
'  days.     After  they  have  been  well- 

*  managed,  they  fet  riders  upon  their 
«  backs,  who  (hew  their  fkill  and  dex- 
'  terity  in  the  art  of  riding:  others  are 

*  put  to  chariots  of  mother-of-pearl, 
«  adorned  with  an  infinite  number  of 
«  (hells  of  all  forts,  of  the  livelieft  co- 

<  lours  in  the  world.     Thefe  chariots 

*  are  open;  and  in  the  middle  there  is 
'  a  throne,  upon  which  the  king  fits, 
«  and  expofes  himielf  to  the  publick 

*  view  of  his  fubje&s.    The  horfes  are 
c  trained  up  to  draw  by  themfelves  ; 

*  fo   that  there  is  no  occafion   for   a 
«  coachman  to  guide  them.  I  pafs  over 

*  a  thoufand  other  particulars  relating 

*  to  thefe  fea  countries,  full  of  wonder 
«  and  curiofity,  which  would  be  very 
«  entertaining  to  your  majefty:  but  I 

*  believe,    Sir,  you  would   be  willing 

*  that  I  ftrould  defer  them,  to  fpeak  of 
'  fomething  of    much    greater  confe- 

*  quencej  which  is,  that  the  method 

<  of  delivering,  and  the  way  of  manag- 
«  ing,  the  women  of  the  fea  in  their 
«  lying-in,  is  quite  different  from  thofe 
«  of  the  women  of  the  earth;  and  I  am 
«  afraid  to  truft  myfelf  in  the  hands  of 
c  themidwivesof  this  country.  There- 
«  fore,  Sir,  fmce  my  fafe  delivery  is  a 
«  thing  which  equallyconcerns  us  both, 
«  with    your    majefty's    permiflion,   I 

<  think  it  proper  to  fend  for  my  mother 

<  and  my  coufms  to  affift  at  my   la- 
«  bour ;  at  the  fame  time  to  defire  my 

*  brother's  company,  to  whom  I  have 

<  a  great  defire  to  be  reconciled  :  they 
«  will  be  very  glad  to  fee  me  again,  af- 

<  ter  I  have  related  my  ftory  to  them, 
«  and  when  they  underftand  that  I  am 
«  wife  to  the  mighty  King  of  Perfia. 
'  I  befeech  your  majefty  to  give  me 
«  leave  to  fend  for  thems    I  am  fure 
'  they  will  be  proud  to  pay  their  re- 

<  fpe£ls  to  you  ;    and  I  dare  fay  that 

<  you  will  be  extremely  pleafed  to  fse 
«  them/ 

<  Madam/  faid  the  King  of  Perfia, 
'  you  are  miftrefs,  and  do  whatever 
«  you  pleafe ;  I  will  endeavour  to  re- 
f  ceive  them  with  all  the  honours  they 


deferve  :  but  I  would  fain  know  hov# 
you  would  acquaint  them  with  what 
you  defire,  and  when  they  will  ar- 
rive, that  I  may  make  fome  prepara- 
tion for  their  reception,  and  go  my. 
felf  in  perfon  to  meet  them.' — «  Sir,* 
eplied  the  Queen  Gulnare,  '  there  is  no 
need  of  any  of  thefe  ceremonies;  they 
will  be  here  in  a  moment:  and  if 
your  majefty  will  be  pleafed  but  to  ftep 
into  the  clofet,  and  look  through  the 
lattice,  you  (hall  fee  the  manner  of 
their  arrival.' 
As  foon  as  the  King  of  Perfia  was 
gone  into  the  clofet,  the  Queen  Gul- 
nare ordered  one  of  her  women  to  bring 
her  a  perfuming-pan,  with  a  little  fire 
in  it :  after  which,  ftie  bid  her  retire, 
and  ftiut  the  door.  When  me  was 
alone,  ftie  took  a  little  piece  of  aloes 
out  of  a  box,  and  put  it  into  the  per- 
fuming-pan. As  foon  as  (he  faw  the 
fmoke  arife,  flie  repeated  fome  myftical 
words,  utterly  unknown  to  the  King 
of  Perfia,  who  obferved  with  great  at- 
tention what  fhe  was  doing;  and  fhe 
had  no  fooner  ended  her  charm  than 
the  fea  began  to  be  difturbed.  The 
clofet  that  the  king  was  in  was  fo  con- 
trived, that,  looking  through  the  lattice 
on  the  fame  fide  with  the  windows  that 
faced  the  fea,  he  could  plainly  per- 
ceive it. 

In  (hort,  the  fea  opened  at  fome  dif- 
tance;  and  prefently  there  appeared  a 
tall,  handfome,  young  man,  with  whif- 
kers  of  a  fea-green  colour;  a  little  be- 
hind him  a  lady,  well  in  years,  but  of 
a  (lately  majeftick  air,  attended  by  five 
young  ladies,  nothing  inferior  in  beauty 
to  the  Queen  Gulnare. 

The  Queen  Gufnare  immediately 
came  to  one  of  the  windows,  and  faw 
the  king  her  brother,  the  queen  her 
mother,  and  the  reft  of  her  relations, 
who  at  the  fame  time  perceived  her  alfo. 
The  company  came  forward,  not  walk- 
ing, but  carried,  as  it  were,  upon  the 
furface  of  the  waves.  When  they  came 
to  the  brink  of  the  fea,  they  nimbly, 
one  after  another,  leaped  into  the  win- 
dow, from  whence  the  Queen  Gulnare 
was  retired  to  make  room  for  them. 
The  King  Saleh,  the  queen  her  mother, 
and  the  reft  of  her  relations,  embraced 
her  tenderly,  with  tears  in  their  eyes, 
upon  their  nrft  entrance. 

After  the  Queen  Gulnare  had  re- 
ceived them  with  all  the  honours  ima- 
ginable, and  placed  them  upon  fofas, 

the 
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the  queen  her  mother  addrefTed  herfelf 
to   her   after    a   very  tender   manner. 
Daughter,'  faid  (he,  *  I  am  overjoyed 
to  fee  you  again  after  fo  long  an  ab- 
fence;  and  I  am  confident  that  your 
brother  and  your  relations  are  no  lefs 
fo  than  myfelf.     Your  leaving  us, 
without  acquainting  any  body  with 
it,  put  us  into  an  inexprefiible  con- 
cern j  and  it  is  impoflible  to  tell  you 
how  many  tears  we  have  (hed  on  that 
account.  We  know  of  nootherreafon 
that  could  induce  you  to  take  fuch  a 
furprizing  refolution,    but  the  dif- 
courfe  that  paffed  between  your  bro- 
ther and  you,  of  which  he  afterwards 
informed  me.     The  advice  he  gave 
you  fee med  very  advantageous  to  him 
at  that  time,  for  fettling  you  hand- 
fomely  in  the  world,  and  was  then 
very  fuitable  to  the  pofture  of  our 
affairs :  however,  if  you  had  not  ap- 
proved of  his  propofals,  you  ought 
not  to  have  been  fo  much  alarmed  j 
and,  give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  you 
took  the  thing  quite  otherwife  than 
you  ought  to  have  done.  But  no  more 
of  this  difcourfe,   which   ferves  only 
to  renew  the  occafion  of  our  forrows 
and   complaints,  which  we  and  you 
ought  to  bury  for  ever  in  oblivion. 
Give  us  now  a  relation  of  all  that 
has  happened  to  you   fince  we  faw 
you  laft,  and  alfo  an  account  of  the 
prefent  circumftances   you   are   in; 
but,  efpecially,   let  us  know  if  you 
are  pleafed  and  contented.' 
The    Q«een    Gulnare    immediately 
threw  herlelf  at  her  mother's  feet;  and, 
after  rifing  up  and  kifling  her  hand — 
Madam,'  faid  (he,  *  I  own  I  have 
been  guilty  of  a  very  great  crime ; 
and  I  mall  be  indebted  to  your  good- 
nefs  for  the  pardon  which  I  hope  you 
will  be  pleafed  to  grant  me.  What  I 
am  going  to  fay}  in  obedience  to  your 
commands,  will  foon  convince  you 
that  it  is  very  often  ia  vain  for  us  to 
have  an    averfion  for   ibme  certain 
things  :   I  have  experienced  it  myfelf; 
and  the  only  thing  I  had  an  abhor- 
rence to,  either  juftly,  or  by  the  ma- 
lice of  my  ftars,  has  happened  to  me 
here.'    She  began  to  relate  the  whole 
gory  of  what  had  befallen  her  fitvce  her 
quitting  the  fea,  in  a  violent  paflion, 
for  the  earth.  As  foon  as  (he  had  made 
an  end,  and  acquainted  them  with  her 
having  been  fold  to  the  King  of  Periia, 
in  whofe  palace  fhe  was  at  that  time— 


'  Sifter,'  cried  the  king  her  brother, 
'  you  have  been   mightily  wronged  in 

*  having  fo  many  affronts  offered  you; 
'  but  you  can  blame  nobody  but  your- 
'  felf:    and  I  cannot  but  admire  your 
'  patience,    that  you  could  endure  fo 
'  long  a  flavery.  Rife,  and  return  with. 
'  us  into  my  kingdom,  that  I  have  re- 

*  conquered,  and  taken  from  the  proud 
«  ufurper  that  was  once  mafter  of  it.' 

The  King  of  Perfia,  who  heard  thefe 
killing  expreffions  from  the  clofet 
where  he  ftood,  was  in  the  utmoft  con- 
fufion  imaginable.  'Ah!'  faid  he  to 
himfelf,  '  I  am  ruined  and  undone; 

*  and  if  myqueen,  my  angel,  leavesme, 
«  I  (hall  furely  die;  for  it  is  impoflible 
'  for  me  to  live  without  her:  and  will 

*  they  b.e  fo  cruel  as  to   deprive  me  of 
'  her!'  But  the  Queen  Gulnare  foon 
put  him  out  of  his  fears,   and  eafed 
the  forrow  of  his  heart. 

'  Brother,'    faid    (he,    and    fmiled, 

*  what  I  have  juft  now  heard,  gives  me 
«  a  greater  proof  than  ever  I  had  of  the 

*  fincerity  of  your  friend(hip  for  mej 
'  but  as  heretofore  I  could  not  brook 
'  your  propofing  a  match  between  me 
«  and  a  prince  of  the  earth,  fo  I  now 
'  can  fcarce  forbear  being  angry  with 

*  you,  for   advifmg  me  to   break  the 
'  engagement  I  have  made  with  the  mod 
'  puiffant  and  moft  renowned  monarch 

*  in  the  world.     I  do  not  fpeak  here  of 
'  an  engagement  between    a   (lave  and 
'  her    mafter ;    if    that    were    all,    it 
«  would  be  eafy  to  return  the  ten  thou- 
«  fand  pieces  of  gold  that  I  coft  him  ; 
'  but  I  fpeak  now  of  a  contraS  between 
'  a  woman  and  her  hufoand,  who  has 
f  never  given   her  the  leaft  reafon  to 

*  complain,    or   be  difcontented:    be- 
'  fides,  he  is  a  king,  wife,  temperate, 
'  religious,  and  juft  ;  and  has  given  me 
'  the  moft  eflential    demonftrations  of 
'  his  love,  that  poffibly  he  could.  What 
'  can  be  a  greater  inftance  of  the  vio- 
«  lence  of  his  paffion,    than    fending- 
'  away  all  his  women  (of  which  he  had 
'  a  great  number)   immediately   upon 
'  my   arrival,    and   confining   himfelf 

*  only  to  me  ?  I  am  now  his  wife,  and 

*  he  has  lately  declared  me  Queen  of 

*  Perfia,  and  I  am  to  fit  with  him  in 
'  council :  befides,  J  am  breeding,  and 
'  if  Heaven  will  be  pleafed  to  favour  me 
'  with  a  fon,  that  will  be  another  mo- 

*  tive  to  engage  my  affeclions  to  him 

*  the  more. 

*  So  that,  brother,'  continued    the 
3  B  a  Queen 
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Queen  Gulnare,  'infteadof  following 
'  your  advice,  you  fee  I   have  all  the 

*  reafon  in  the  world,  not  only  to  love 

*  the  King  of  Perfia  as  pafiionately  as  I 

*  do,  but  alfo  to  live  and  die  with  him, 
'  more  out   of    gratitude    than  duty. 
'  I  hope,  then,  that  neither  my  mo- 
'  ther,     nor    you,    nor     any    of   my. 
'  coufins,  will  disapprove  of  the  refo- 
'  lution   and   alliance    I   have    made, 

*  which  will  be  an  equal  honour  to  the 

*  kings  of  both  the  lea  and  earth.      1 
'  alka  thoufand  pardons  for  giving  you 

*  the  trouble  of  coming  hither  from  the 
'  bottom  of  the  deep,  to  partake  of  it  $ 

*  and  I  return  you  thanks  for  the  plea- 

*  fure  of  feeing  you  after  fo  long  a  fe- 

*  paration.' 

'  Sifter,'  replied  King  Saleh/the  pro- 

*  pofition  I  made  you  of  going  back 
'  with  us  into  my  kingdom,  upon  the 
'   recital  of  your  adventures,  (which  I 

*  could  not  hear  without  concern)  was 
'  to  let  you  fee  what  a  particular  love 
'  and  honour  I  had  for  you,  and  that 
'  nothing  in  the  world  was  fo  dear  to 
'  me  as  your  welfare  and  happinefs. 

*  Upon  the  fame  account  then,  for  my 
'  own  part,  I  cannot  condemn  a  refo- 
'  lution  fo  reafonable,  and  fo  worthy 
'  of  yourfelf,  after  what  you  have  told 

*  me  of  the  King  of  Perfia  your  huf- 
«  band,  and  the  many  obligations  you 
4  have  to  him;  and  I  anv  perfuaded  that 

*  the  queen  our  mother  will  be  of  the 
«  fame  opinion.' 

The  queen  confirmed  what  her  fon 
had  juft  fpoken;  and,  addreffing  herfelf 
immediately  to  her  daughter — «  My 
'  dear,'  faid  flie,  '  I  am  very  glad  to 
«  hear  you  are  pleafed  ;  and  I  have no- 
4  thing  elfeto  add  to  what  your  brother 
<  has  already  faid  to  you.  I  mould  have 
«  been  the  firft  that  would  have  con- 

*  demned  you,  if  you  had  not  expreiT- 
'  ed  all  the  gratitude  you  were  capable 

*  of  for  a  monarch  that  loves  you  fo 
«  pafiionately,     and     has    done    fuch 
'  mighty  things  to  oblige  you.' 

As  the  King  of  Perfia,  who  was  ftill 
in  the  clofet,  had  been  extremely  con- 
cerned for  fear  of  lofing  his  beloved 
queen,  fo  now  he  was  tranfported  with 
joy  at  her  rcfolution  never  to  forfake 
him;  and  having  no  room  to  doubt  of 
her  love,  after  foopen  a  declaration,  he 
'began  to  love  her  more  than  ever,  and 
was  refolved  within  himfelf  to  give  her 
all  the  outward  proofs  of  it  after  the 
nitfft  fenfible  manner  he  could  poffibly. 

While   the  king  was    entertaining 


himfelf  with  a  pleafure  that  cannot 
eafiiy  be  imagined,  the  Queen  Gulnare 
clapped  her  hands  aloud,  and  prefently 
in  came  foa.e  of  her  (laves,  whom  (he 
had  ordert  '  to  bring  in  a  collation:  as 
foon  as  it  was  ferved  up,  (he  invited  the 
queen  her  mother,  the  king  her  brother, 
and  her  coufins,  to  fit  down  and  take 
part  of  it.  They  ber,an  to  confider, 
that,  without  ever  afking  leave,  they 
were  got  into  the  palace  of  a  mighty 
king,  who  had  never  feen  nor  heard  of 
them;  and  were  all  of  the  fame  opinion, 
that  it  would  be  a  great  piece  of  rude- 
neis  and  incivility  to  eat  at  his  table 
without  him.  This  reflection  raifed  a 
blufh  in  their  faces,  and  their  eyes 
glowing  with  the  concern  they  were  in, 
they  breathed  nothing  but  flames  at 
their  mouths  and  noftrils. 

This   unexpected  fight  put  the  King 
of  Perfia,  who  was  perfectly  ignorant 
of  the  caufeof  it,  into  a  moil  dreadful 
confternation.     The     Queen  Gulnare 
fancying  that  his  majelty  might  be  a 
little  furprized  at  it,  and    finding  her 
relationsdefirous  of  the  honourof  feeing 
him,  rofe  from  her  feat,  and  told  them 
(he  would  be  back  in  a  moment.     She 
went  directly  to  the  clofet,  and  by  her 
prefence  recovered  the  King   of  Perfia 
from  his  furprize:   '  Sir,'  faid   flie,  *  I 
doubt  not  but  that  your  majefty  is 
well    pleafed  with  the   acknowledg- 
ment I  have  lately  made  of  the  many 
favours  that  I  am   ftill   indebted  to 
your  goodnefs  for. 
'  It  was  wholly  in  my  power  to  have 
complied    with    my    relations,    who 
would  fain  have  perfuaded  me  to  have 
forfaken  you,  and  gone  back   with 
them  into  their  dominions;  but  alas! 
I  am  not  capable  of  being  guilty  of 
fuch   ingratitude,  as   I   fhould   have 
condemned  in  another.'—'  Ah  !    my 
queen,'    cried  the   King  of   Perfia, 
fpeak  no  more  of  your  obligations  to 
me,  for  indeed  you  have  none;  it  is 
I   that   am    your  debtor,  and  I  am 
afraid  I  fliall  never  be  able    to  repay 
or  return  you  thanks  equal  to  the  fa- 
vour  you  have  done  me  ;  for  I  never 
thought  it  pofiible  you  could    have 
loved  me  fo  tenderly  as  you  do,  and 
as  you  have  made  it  appear  to  me, 
after  the  moft  fignal   manner  in  the 
world.' — '  Ah  !     Sir,'     replied    the 
Queen  Gulnare,  *  could  I  do  lefs  than 
I  have  done?  I  rather  fear  I  have  not 
done  enough,  confidering  all  the  ho- 
nours and  favours  that  your  majefty 
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has  heaped  upon  me  ;  and  it  is  im- 
polfible  for  me  to  remain  infenfible  of 
your  pafllon,  after  fo  many  convinc- 
ing proofs  as  you  have  given  ;iie.* 
'  But,  Sir,'  continued  the  Queen 
Gulnare,  '  let  OP  irop  this;  and  give 
me  leave  to  affure  you  of  the  fincere 
friendship  that  thequeen  my  mother, 
and  the  king  my  brother,  are  pleafed 
to  honour  you  with;  they  earneftly 
defire  to  fee  you,  and  tell  you  fo 
themfeives:  I  intended  to  have  dif- 
couried  them  a  little  before  I  intro- 
duced them  to  your  majefty;  and  ac- 
cordingly T  have  ordered  a  banquet 
for  them;  but  they  are  very  impatient 
to  pay  their  refpecls  to  you,  and 
therefore  I  defire  your  majefty  would 
be  pleafed  to  walk  in,  and  honour 
them  with  your  prefence.' 
«  Madam,'  faid  the  King  of  Perna, 
I  fhould  be  very  glad  to  falirte  per- 
fons  that  have  the  honour  to  be  fo 
nearly  related  to  you,  but  I  am  afraid 
of  the  flames  that  they  breathe  at 
their  mouths  and  noftrils.'— *  Sir/ 
eplied  the  queen,  laughing,  'you 
need  not  in  the  lealt  be  afraid  of  thofe 
flames,  which  are  nothing  but  a  figri 
of  their  unwillingnefs  to  eat  in  your 
palace,  without  your  honouring  them 
with  your  prefence,  and  eating  with 
them.' 

Tne  King  of  Perfia,  taking  heart  at 
ihefe  words,    went    into  the   chamber 
with  his  Qiieen  Gulnare  :   flie  prefented 
him  to   the   queen  her  mother,  to  the 
king  her  brother,  and  to  her  other  re- 
lations, who  inftantiy  threw  themfeives 
at  his   feet,    with  their    faces    to   the 
ground.     The  King  of  Perfia  ran  to 
them;  and,  lifting  them  up,  embraced 
them  one  after   another   after  a  very 
tender  manner.     After  they  were  all 
feated,  the  King  Saleh  began  his  fpeech: 
Sir,'  laid  he  to  the  King  of  Perfia,  *  we 
are  at  a  lofs  for  words  to  exprefs  our 
joy,  to  think  that  the  queen  my  fifter, 
after  all  her  hardfhips  and  affronts, 
mould  have  the  happinefs  of  falling 
under  the  protection  of  fo  powerful  a 
monarch   as   your  majefty ;   we   can 
afTure  you,  Sir,  me  is  not  unworthy 
of  the  high   honour  that   you    have 
been  pleafed  to  raife  her  to  ;  and  we 
hadalwaysfo  much  love  and  tendernefs 
for  her,  that  we  could  never  think  of 
parting  with  her,  even  to   the  moft 
puifiant  princes  of  thefea,  who  have 
often  demanded  her  in  marriage  be- 


fore (he  came  of  age:  but  Heaven  has 
referred  her  for  you,  Sir;'  and  we 
have  no  better  w^y  of  returning 
thanks  for  the  favour  it  has  done  her, 
than  beleeching  it  to  grant  your  ma- 
jefty a  long  and  happy  life  wu  her, 
and  to  crown  your  days  with  content 
and  fatisfadion.' 

'   Crrtainly,' replied  theKingof  Per- 
Ja,  *  Heaven  referved  her  purely  for  me, 
3S  you  were  pleafed  to  obferve;    for  I 
never  loved  any  woman  till  I  faw  her. 
Oh!  howl  am  bleiTed  and  tranfported 
witli  her  charms!  and  I  cannot  fuffi- 
ciently   thank  either  the  queen  her 
mother,    or    you,    prince,    or  your 
whole  family,  for  the  matchlefs  gene- 
rofity  with  which  you  have  confent- 
ed  to  receive  me  into  fo  glorious  an 
alliance  as  yours.'  At  the  end  of  theft: 
words,    he  invited    them   to  take  part 
of  the  collation,  and  he  and  his  queen 
fat  down  at  the  table  with  them.  After 
the  collation    was  over,  the   King  of 
Peifia  entertained  them  with  difcourfe 
till   it  was  very  late;  and  when   they 
thought  it  convenient  to  retire,  he  wait- 
ed upon  them    himfelf  to    the    feveral 
apartments  he  had  ordered  to  be  pre- 
pared for  them. 

The  King  of  Perfia  treated  his  illuf, 
trious  guefts  fora  great  many  days  to- 
gether; during  which  time  he  omitted 
nothing  that  might  Ihew  his  court  in 
it's  greateft  fplendorand  magnificence, 
and  infenfibly  prevailed  with  them  to 
ftay  there  till  the  queen  was  brought  to 
bed.  When  the  time  of  her  lyiug-in 
drew  near,  he  gave  particular  orders  to 
get  every  thing  in  readinefs  that  was 
neceffary  upon  fuch  an  occafion.  At 
lalt  there  was  a  fon  born,  to  the  great 
joy  of  the  queen  his  mother,  who,  as 
foon  as  he  was  drefled  in  (waddling- 
cloaths,  which  were  very  rich  and  coit- 
ly,  went  and  prefented  him  to  the  king. 
The  King  ^f  Perfia  received  the  pre- 
fent  with  a  joy  eafier  to  be  imagined 
than  expreffed.  The  young  prince  be- 
ing of  a  beautiful  countenance,  and  all 
over  charms,  he  thought  no  name  fo 
proper  for  him  as  that  of  Beder,  which 
in  the  Arabian  language  fu ::.n:.s  The 
Full  Moon.  By  way  of  thanks  o  Hea- 
ven, he  was  very  libetal  in  his  alms  t» 
the  poor,  and  caufed  the  prifon -doors 
to  be  fet  open,  and  gave  all  the  prifo- 
ners  of  both  fexes  their  liberty.  He 
diftributed  vaft  fums  among  the  priefts 
and  the  holy  men  of  his  religion.  He 

lift 
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alfo  gave  large  donatives  to  his  cour- 
tiers, befides  a  great  deal  that  was 
thrown  amongft  the  people;  and  by  a 
proclamation  ordered  leveral  rejoic- 
ing-days to  be  kept  publickly  through 
the  whole  city. 

Oneday,  after  the  queen's  up-fitting, 
as  the  King  of  Perfia,  Queen  Gulnare 
herfelf,  the  queen  her  mother,  King 
Saleh  her  brother,  and  the  princeffes 
their  relations,  were  difcourfing  toge- 
ther in  her  majefty's  bed-chamber,  the 
uurfe  chanced  to  come  in  with  the 
young  Prince  Beder  in  her  arms.  King 
S-alehno  fooner  faw  him,  blithe  ran  to 
embrace  him  $  and,  taking  him  in,  his 
arms,  fell  a  killing  and  careffing  him 
after  a  mighty  rate.  He  took  feveral 
turns  xvith  him  about  the  room,  danc- 
ing and  dandling  him  about,  when  all 
of  a  fudden,  through  a  tranfport  of 
joy,  the  window  being  open,  he  leaped 
cut,  and  plunged  him  into  the  fea. 

The  King  of  Perfia, who  expecled  no 
fuel)  fight,  fet  up  a  hideous  cry,  verily 
believing  he  fhould  either  fee  the  dear 
prince  his  fon  no  more,  or  elfe  that  he 
fhould  fee  him  drowned;  nay,  he  was 
like  to  give  up  the  ghoft  amidft  his  fo 
great     grief     and     affliction.     '  Sir,' 
laid  Queen  Gulnare,   with  a  quiet  and 
\indirhirbed  countenance,  the  better  to 
comfort  him,   *  let  your  majefty  fear 
nothing;  the  young  prince  is  my  fon 
as  well  as  yours,  and  I   do  not  love 
him  lefs  than  you  do.     You  fee  I  am 
not  alarmed  at  the  lofs  of  him  :  neither 
in  truth  ought  I  to  be  fo.  In  fhort,  he 
runs  no  rifque,  and  you  will  foon  fee 
the  king   his  uncle  appear  with  him 
again,  who  will  return  him   to  you 
fafe  and  found.  Although  he  be  born 
of  your  blood   as   well  as  mine,  he 
will  not  fail  to  have  the  fame  advan- 
tage his  uncle  and  I  have,  of  living 
equally  in  the  fea,  and  upon  the  land.* 
The  queen  his   mother,  and    the  prin- 
cefies     his    relations,     confirmed    the 
fame  thing;   yet  all  was  no  great  con- 
gelation to    the    king  :    he    could  not 
poilibly  recover  from   his    fright,   till 
he  faw   Prince   Beder  appear  again  as 
before. 

The  fea  at  length  became  troubled, 
•when  immediately  King  Saleh  arofe, 
•vtfith  the  young  prince  in  his  arms,  and 
dancing  and  dandling  him  about,  re- 
entered  at  the  fame  window  he  went 
cot  at.  The  King  of  Perfia,  overjoyed 
to  fee  Prince  Beder  again,  became  as 


calm  as  before  he  loft  fight  of  him. 
Then  King  Saleh  faid — «  Sir,  was  not 
your  majefty  in  a  great  fright  when) 
you  firft  faw  me  plunge  into  the  fea 
with  the  prince  my  nephew?'—*  Alas, 
prince!'  anfwered  the  King  of  Perfia, 
I  cannot  exprefs  my  concern.  I 
thought  him  loft  from  that  very  mo- 
ment; and  you  now  reftorelife  to  me 
by  bringing  him  again.' — '  I  thought 
as  much,'  repliedKing  Saleh;'though 
you  had  not  the  leaft  reafon  to  appre- 
hend any  danger;  for,  before  I 
plunged  into  the  fea  with  him,  I 
pronounced  certain  myfterious  words 
over  him,  which  were  engraven  on 
the  feal  of  the  great  Solomon,  the 
fon  of  David.  We  praclife  the  like 
in  relation  to  all  thole  children  who 
are  born  in  the  regions  at  the  bottom 
of  the  fea,  by  virtue  whereof  they 
receive  the  fame  privileges  that  we 
have  over  thole  people  who  inhabit 
the  earth.  Now,  from  what  your 
majefty  has  obferved,  you  may  eafily 
fee  what  advantage  your  fon  Prince 
Beder  has  acquired  on  the  part  of  his 
mother  Queen  Gulnare,  my  filler;  for 
as  longas  he  lives,  and  as  often  as  he 
pleafes,  it  (hall  be  free  for  him  to 
plunge  into  the  fea,  and  traverfe  the 
vaft  empires  it  contains  at  it's  bot- 
tom. * 

Having  fo  fpoke,  King  Saleh,  who 
had  reftored  Prince  Beder  to  his  nnrfe's 
arms,  opened  a  box  he  had  fetched 
from  his  palace  in  that  little  time  he 
had  difappeared,  which  was  filled  with 
three  hundred  diamonds,  as  large  as 
pigeons  eggs;  a  like  number  of  rubies, 
of  extraordinary  fize  j  \&  many  eme- 
rald wands,  of  half  a  foot  long;  and 
thirty  firings  of  necklaces  of  pear], 
confifting  each  of  ten  pieces.  '  Sir,* 
faid  he  to  the  King  of  Perfia,  prefent- 
ing  him  with  this  box,  *  when  I  was 
firft  fummoned  by  the  queen  my  fif- 
ter,  I  knew  not  what  part  of  the  earth 
(lie  was  in,  or  that  me  had  the  honour 
to  be  married  to  fo  great  a  monarch 
as  I  now  find;  wherefore  I  came 
empty-handed;  but  now  I  underftand 
how  much  we  have  been  both  obliged 
to  your  majefty,  I  beg  you  to  accept 
of  this  fmall  token  of  gratitude,  in 
acknowledgment  of  the  many  parti- 
cular favours  you  have  been  pleafed 
to  do  us,  and  whereof  I  am  not  lefs 
fenfible  than  (he.' 

It  cannot  be  imagined  how  greatly 

the 
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the  King  of  Perfia  was  furprized  at  the 
fight  of  fo  much  riches,  enclofed  in  fo 
little  compafs.  «  What,  prince!'  cried 
he  out,  *  do  you  call  fo  ineftimable  a 
prefent  a  fmall  token  of  your  grati- 
tude, when  you  never  have  been  in- 
debted to  me?  I  declare  you  have 
never  been  in  the  leaft  obliged  to  me, 
neither  you  nor  the  queen  your  mo- 
ther. I  efteem  myfelf  but  too  happy 
in  the  confent  you  have  been  pleated 
to  give  to  the  alliance  I  have  con- 
traded  with'  you. — Madam/  conti- 
nued he,  turning  to  Gulnare,  '  the 
king  your  brother  has  put  me  into 
the  greateft  confufion  in  the  world; 
and  I  would  beg  of  him  to  retain  his 
prefent,  were  it  not  that  I  fear  to  dif- 
oblige  him  :  do  you,  therefore,  en- 
deavour to  obtain  his  leave  that  I 
may  be  difpenied  with  on  this  occa- 
fion.' 

*  Sir,'  replied  King  Saleh,  '  I  am 
not  at  all  furprized  that  your   ma- 
jefty  thinks  this  prefent  fo  extraordi- 
nary. I  know  you  are  not  accuftomed 
upon  «arth  to  fee  fuch  and  fo  many  fine 
ftones  :  but  if  you  knew,  as  I  do,  the 
mines  whence  thefe  jewels  were  taken, 
and  that  it  is  in  my  power  to  heap  up 
a  treafure  much  larger  than  thofe,  of 
all  the  things  of  the  earth,  you  would, 
it  may  be,  wonder  I  fliould  have  the 
boldnefs  to  make  you  a  prefent  of  fo 
fmall  a  value.     I  befeech  you,  there- 
fore, not  to  regard  it  in  that  refpeft, 
but  on  account  of  the  fincere  friend- 
fhip   I  am  obliged  to  offer  to  you, 
which  I  hope  you  will  not  give  me 
the  mortification  to  refufe.'     Thefe 
engaging  expreflions  obliged  the  King 
of  Perfia  to  accept  of  the  prefent ;  for 
which  he  returned  many  thanks,  both 
to  King  Saleh  and  the  queen  his  mo- 
ther. 

A  few  days  after,  King  Saleh  gave 
the  King  of  Perfia  to  underftand,  that 
the  queen  his  mother,  the  princefles  his 
relations,  and  himfelf,  could  have  no 
greater  pleafure  than  to  fpend  their 
"whole  lives  at  his  court;  but  that  hav- 
ing been  abfent  from  their  own  king- 
dom for  fome  time,  where  their  pre- 
fence  was  abfolutely  necefTary,  they 
begged  of  him  not  to  take  it  511  if  they 
took  leave  of  him  and  Qujeen  Gulnare. 
The  King  of  Perfia  aflured  them  that 
he  was  very  forry  it  was  not  in  his 
power  to  come  and  vifit  them  in  their 
loimnions  j  but  added— 'As  I  am  verily 


doimni 


perfuaded  you  will  not  forget  Queen. 
Gulnare,   but  come  and  fee  her  novr 
and  then,  I  hope  I  lhall  have  the  ho- 
nour to  kifs  your  hands  again  many 
times  before  I  die.1 
Many  tears  were  (bed  on  both  fides 
upon  their    feparation.      King    Sak-h 
departed  firft;  but  the  queen   his  mo- 
ther, and  the  princeifcs  his  relations, 
were  fain  to  force  themfelves,  in  a  man- 
ner, from  the  embraces  of  Queen  Gul- 
nare, who  could  not  prevail  with  her- 
felf  to  let  them  go.     This  royal  com- 
pany were  no  fooner  out  of  fight,  than 
the  King  of  Perfia  faid  to  Queen  Gu-1- 
nare — '  Madam,  I  mould  have  looked 
upon  that  perfon  as  one  who  would 
have  impofed  on  my  ci'edulity  in  tbe 
grofleft  manner,  who  had   pretended 
to  palm  thofe  wonders  upon  me  for 
true,  which  I  myfelf  have  been  eye- 
witnefs  of  from  the  time  I  have  been 
honoured  with    your  illuftrious   fa- 
mily  at  my   court.     But  I   cannot 
efcape  conviction  of  this  kind,  and 
(hall  remember  it  as  long  as  I  live, 
and  be  always  ready  to  blefs  Heaven 
for  directing  you  to  me,  preferable  to 
any  other  prince/ 

Young  Prince  Beder  was  brought 
up  and  educated  in  the  palace,  under 
the  care  of  the  King  and  Queen  of  Per- 
fia, who  both  law  him  grow  and  en- 
creafe  in  beauty  to  their  great  fatisfac- 
tion.  He  gave  them  yet  greater  plea- 
fure,  as  he  advanced  in  years,  by  his 
continual  fprightlinefs,  by  his  agree- 
able ways  in  whatever  he  did,  and  by 
the  juftnefs  and  vivacity  of  his  wit  in 
whatever  he  fiid  •.  and  they  were  the 
more  fenfible  of  this  fatisfa&ion,  by 
reafon  King  Saleh  his  uncle,  the  queen 
his  grandmother,  and  the  princefles  hi* 
relations,  came  from  time  to  time  to 
take  part  of  it. 

He  was  eafily  taught  to  read  and 
write;  and  was  inftructed,  with  the 
fame  facility,  in  all  the  fciences  that 
became  a  prince  of  his  rank. 

When  he  arrived  at  fifteen,  he  ac- 
quitted himfelf  of  all  his  exercifes  with 
infinitelybetter  addrefs,  and  good  grace, 
than  any  of  his  matters.  He  was  withal 
very  wife  and  prudent.  The  king,  who 
had  almoft  from  his  cradle  difcovered 
virtues  in  him  fo  recelfary  for  a  mo- 
narch, and  who,  moreover,  began  to 
perceive  the  infirmities  of  old  age  corn- 
ing upon  himfelf,  would  not  day  tiil 
death  gave  him  the  poffeiTioh  of  his 
throne, 
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throne,  but  propofed  to  refign  it  to  him 
immediately.  He  had  no  great  diffi- 
culty to  makehis  council  confent  to  it ; 
and  the  people  heard  this  refolution 
•with  fo  much  the  more  joy,  as  they 
conceived  Prince  Beder  worthy  to  go- 
vern them.  In  a  word,  as  the  king 
had  not  for  a  long  time  appeared  io 
publick,  they  had  all  the  opportunity  in 
the  world  to  oblerve,  that  he  had  not 
that  difdainful,  proud,  and  crabbed  air, 
•which  moft  princes,  who  look  upon  all 
below  them  with  fcorn  and  contempt, 
have.  They  faw,  on  the  contrary,  that 
he  treated  all  mankind  with  that good- 
nefs  which  invited  them  to.  approach 
him;  that  lie  heard  favourably  all  who 
had  any  thing  to  fay  to  him;that  hean- 
fwered  every  body  with  a  goodnefs  that 
•was  peculiar  to  him;  and  that  he  re- 
fufed  nobody  any  thing  that  had  the 
leaft  appearance  of  reafonablenefs. 

The  day  for  the  ceremony  was  ap- 
pointed; when,  in  the  midftof  the  whole 
alTcmbly,  which  was  then  more  nume- 
rous than  ordinary,  the  King  of  Perfia 
then  fitting  on  his  throne,  came  down 
from  it,  took  the  crown  from  off  his 
head,  and  put  it  on  that  of  r'ince  Be- 
der j  and,  having  feated  him  i..  his  place, 
killed  his  hand,  as  a  token  that  he  re- 
iigned  his  authority  to  him.  After 
which  he  ranged  himfelf  among  the 
croud  of  viziers  and  emirs. 

Hereupon  the  viziers,  emirs,  and 
other  principal  officers,  came  immedi- 
ately and  threw  themfclves  at  the  new 
king's  feet,  taking  each  the  oath  of 
fidelity,  according  to  their  degrees. 
Then  the  grand  vizier  made  a  report  of 
divers  important  matters;  on  which  the 
young  king  gave  judgment  with  that 
admirable  prudence  and  fagacity,  as 
iurprized  all  the  council.  He  next 
turned  out  divers  governors  convicled 
of  mal-adminiftration,  and  put  others 
in  their  room  ;  which  he  did  with  that 
wonderful  and  juft  difcernment,  as  ex- 
cited the  acclamations  of  every  body  ; 
which  were  fo  much  the  more  ho- 
nourable, as  flattery  had  no  fhare  in 
them.  He  at  length  left  the  council, 
accompanied  by  the  late  king  his  fa- 
ther, and  went  to  wait  on  his  mother 
Queen  Gulnare,  at  her  apartment.  The 
queen  no  fooner  faw  him  coming,  with 
the  crown  upon  his  head,  than  me  ran 
to  embrace  him,  with  a  great  deal  of 
tenderuefs,  wifhing  him  a  long  and 
profperous  reign. 


Thefirft  year  of  his  reign,  King  Be* 
der  acquitted  him/elf  of  all  his  royal 
functions  with  great  affiduity.  Above 
all,  he  took  care  to  inftrucl:  himfelf  in 
affairs  of  ftate,  and  all  that  might  any 
way  contribute  towards  the  happinefs 
of  his  people.  Next  year,  having  left 
the  administration  to  his  council,  under 
the  direction  of  the  old  king  his  father, 
he  went  out  of  his  capital  city,  under 
pretence  of  diverting  himfelf  with  hunt- 
ing; but  his  real  intention  was  tovifit 
all  the  provinces  of  his  kingdom,  that 
he  might  reform  all  abufes  there,  efta- 
blifh  good  order  and  difcipline  every 
where,anddepriveallill-mindedprincesr 
his  neighbours,  of  any  opportunities  of 
attempting  any  thing  againft  the  fecu- 
rity  and  tranquillity  of  his  fubje&s,  by 
appearing  and  mewing  himfelf  feafon- 
ably  on  his  frontiers. 

No  lefs  than  a  whole  year  fufficed 
this  young  king  to  put  in  practice  a 
purpofe  fo  worthy  of  him.  Soon  after 
his  return,  the  old  king  his  father  fell 
fodangeroufly  ill,  that  he  knew  at  firft 
he  mould  never  recover.  He  waited 
for  his  laft  moment  with  great  tranquil- 
lity; and  his  only  care  was  to  recom- 
mend to  theminiftersand  other  lords  of 
his  fen's  court,  to  perfift  in  the  fidelity 
they  had  fworn  to  him;  infomuch  that 
there  was  not  one  but  willingly  renew- 
ed his  oath,  as  freely  as  at  firft.  He 
died  at  length,  to  the  great  grief  of 
King  Beder  and  Queen  Gulnare,  who 
caufedhiscorpfeto  be  borne  to  a  ftately 
maufoleum,  worthy  of  his  rank  and 
dignity. 

The  funeral  obfequies  ended,  King 
Beder  found  no  difficulty  to  comply 
with  that  ancient  cuftom  in  Perfia,  to 
mourn  for  the  dead  a  whole  month,  and 
not  to  be  feen  by  any  body  during  all 
that  time.  He  had  mourned  the  death, 
of  his  father  his  whole  life,  had  he 
hearkened  to  his  exceffive  affliction, 
and  had  it  been  permitted  to  fo  great  a 
prince  as  he  was  to  amufe  himfelf  after 
that  manner.  During  this  interval, 
the  queen,  mother  to  Queen  Gulnare, 
and  King  Saleh,  together  with  the 
princefles  their  relations,  arrived  at  the 
Perfian  court,  and  (hared  in  great  part 
of  their  affliction,  before  they  propofed 
any  confolation. 

Though  the  month  was  expired,  the 

king  could  not  prevail  on  himfelf  to 

give  admittance  to  the  grand  vizier  and 

the  other  lords  of  his  court  j  who  all  be- 

fought 
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fcught  him  to  lay  a  fide  his  mouming- 
h;ibtf,  to  (hew  himfelf  to  his  fobje&s, 
and  take  upon  hjm  the  adminiftration 
of  affairs  as  before. 

He  (hewed  fo  great  an  unttitfingnefs 
to  comply  with  their  icquell,  that  the 
grand  vizier  was  Bin  to  take  upon  him 
to  (peak  in  the  following  manner. 
Sir,  it  were  needle  is  to  represent  to 
your  majefty,  that  it  belongs  only  to 
women  to  pci  lift  in  a  perpetual  mourn- 
ing. We  doubt  not  but  you  are  con - 
(Vderably  convinced  of  that,  and  that 
it  is  not  your  intention  to  follow 
their  example.  Neither  our  tears 'nor 
yours  are  capable  of  rcltoring  life  to 
the  good  king  your  father,  though 
we  ihould' lament  all  our  days.  Ha' 
has  undergone  the  common  fate  of 
all  men,  which  nobody  can  refift. 
Yet  we  cannot  fay  abfolutely  that  he 
is  dead,  fince  we  fee  him  reviving  in 
the  perfon  of  your  facred  mnjeity. 
He  did  not  Himfelf  doubt,  when  he 
was  dying,  but  that  he  fbould  revive 
in  you;  and  to  your  majefty  it  be- 
longs to  fliew  that  he  was  nut  de- 
ceived/ 

King  Beder  could  no  longer  oppofe 
fuch  preffing  inftjnces:  he  laid  afide 
his  mournin  r-habit  that  very  moment; 
ami,  after  he  had  relumed  the  royal  or- 
naments, he  began  to  provide  for  the 
neceifjties  of  his  fubjefts  with  the  fame 
afliduity  as  before  his  father's  death. 
He  acquitted  himfelf  with  univerfal  ap- 
probation j  and,  as  he  was  exact  in 
maintaining  his  predecelTbr's  ordi- 
nances, the  people  perceived  no  alter- 
ation in  their  fovereign. 

King  Salth,  who  was  returned  to  his 
dominions  in  the  lea,  with  the  queen 
his  mother,  and  the  princeflet,  nolboner 
faw  that  King  Seder  had  refumeJ  the 
government,  than  he  catne  alone  to  vi- 
fit  him;  and  Kirg  Beder  and  Queen 
Gulnare  were  overjoyed  to  fee  him. 

One  day,  as  they  rofe  from  fable,  they 
fell  to  diicourfing  of  feveral  matters. 
Ki.ng  Saleh  expatiate,!  ir.feitllUy  on  the 
praifes  of  the  king  his  nephew  and  the 
queen  his  fiiler^  how  glad  he  was  to  fee 
him  govern  fo  prudently,  which  had 
acquired  him  fo  great  reputation,  not 
only  among  his  neighbours,  but  more 
remote  princes.  King  Beder,  who 
could  not  bear  to  hear  himfelf  fo  well 
f  poke a  of,  and  not  being  willing  to  in  - 
trrrupt  the  king  his  uncle,  through 
good  manners,  turned  on  cue  fide,  and 


feemed  to  be  aflfep,    leaning  his  h'.xd 
ag:-unita  cufhion  that  was  behind  him. 

From  thefe  commendations,  which 
regarded  only  the  Wonderful  co- 
and  Ail-prizing  wit  'of  King  Beder, 
King  Saleh  came  to  fpesk  of  the  per- 
fertions  of  his  body,  which  he  extolled, 
after  a  miahry  rate,  as  having  nothing 
equal  to  them,  cither  upon  the  er'rth  or 
in  the  kingdoms  under  the  waters, 
which  lie  was -well  acquainted  with. 

«  Sifter,'  faid  he  in  an  exrafy,  <  fo 
'  beautiful  as  he  is,  and  of  fuch  ex- 
'  cellent  endowments,  1  wonder  you 

*  have   not   thought  of  marrying  him 

*  ere  this.'    If  I  miftake  not,   he   is  at 
{   prefent  in  his  twentieth  year;  and,  at 
'  that  age,  no  prince  ought  to  be  iuf- 
{   fcred  to  be  without   a  wife.      I  will 
1   think  of  a  match  for  him  my  fell,  (jnce 

*  you  will  not,  and  marry  him  to  Tome 
«  princefs   of   our  lower    world,    who 

*  mav  be  worthy  of  him.' 
'Brother/  replied   Queen   Guln.ire, 

'   you  call  to  my  remembrance  a  thing 

*  which  Imuftown  I  never  thought  of  to 
'  this  very  moment.     As  he  never  dif- 

*  covered  any  inclination  for  marriage, 

*  I  never  thought  of  mentioning  it  to 
'   him;   and  I  am  glad   you   have  now 

*  fpoke  of  it  to  me,     I  like  your  pro- 

*  poring  one  of  our  princefTes;  and   I 
'   defirc  you  to  name  one  who  may  be 

*  beautiful  and  well  accomplifhed,  that 
'  the  king  my  fon  may  be  obliged  to 
'  love  her.' 

*  I  know  one  who  will  be  proppr/ 
replied  King  Saleh  foftly  :  '  but,  befoie 
'  I  tell  you  who  (he  is,  let  us  fee  if  the 
'  king  my  nephew  deeps  or  not,  and  I 

*  will  tell  you  afterwards  why  it  is  ne- 

*  ceffary  we  mould  take  that  precau- 
'  tion.'      Queen  Gulnare  then  looked 
upon  her  fon,  and  thought  (he  had  no 
reafon   to   doubt  but  that  he  was  pro- 
foundly afleep.  King  Beder,  nevei  the- 
lefs,  very  far  from  fleeping,  redoubled 
his  attention,    as   being   unwilling  to 
iofe  any  thing  tKe  king  his  unck1  :   -  \ 
upon  that  fubjeft.     '  There  is  no  ne- 
'   ceflity   for   your   fpeaking    fo   low/ 
faid  the  queen  to  the  king  her  brother  ; 

*  you  may  fpeak  out  with  all  freedom, 
'  without  fear  of  being  heard/ 

'  It  was  by  no  means  proper/  re- 
plied King  Saleh,  «  that  the  king  ir.y 
«  nephew  ihould  as  yet  have  any  know- 
'  ledge  of  what  I  am  going  to  f:iv. 
'  Love,  you  know,  fometimes  enters 

*  at  the  earj  and  it  is  not  nsccirarv  rt,  :t 
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'  he  (hould  love  the  laHy  I  am  about 
«  to  name  after  that  fort.  In  (hcrt,  I 
«  fee  many  difficulties  to  furmount  in 
«  this  cafe,  not  on  the  lady's  part,  as  I 

<  hope,  but  on  that  of  her  father.     I 
'  need  only  mention  to  you  the  Prin- 

*  cefs  Giauhara*,   and    the  King  of 
'  Samandal. ' 

*  How,  brother,1  replied  Queen  Gul- 
nare,  '  is  not  the  Princefs  Giauhara  yet 

*  married !   I  remember  that  I  faw  her 
'  a  little  before  I  left  your  palace  :  fhe 
'  was  then  about  eighteen  months  old, 
'  and  furprizingly  beautiful,  and  muft 
«  needs  be  the  wonder  of  the  world,  if 

*  her  charms  have  encreafed  equal  with 

*  her  years.  The  few  years  me  is  older 

<  than  the  king  my  fon,  ought  not  to 

*  hinder  our  doing  our  utmoft  to  bring 
'  the  match  about.     Let  me  know  but 
'  the  difficulties  that   are  to   be  fur- 

*  mounted,  and  I  will  warrant  we  (hall 
«  do  well  enough.' 

'  Sifter,'  replied  King  Saleh,   *  the 

<  greateil  difficulty  is,  that  the  King 
«  of  Samandal   is  infupportably  vain, 
'  looking  upon  all  others  as  his  infe- 
«  riors:   it  is  not  likely  that  we   (hall 
'  eafily  get  him  to  enter  into  this  alii- 
'  ance.    For  my  part,  I  will  go  to  him 
'  in  perfon,  and  demand  the  princefs 
«  his  daughter  of  him;  and  in  cafe  he 

*  refufes  her,  we  will  addrefs  ourfelves 
'  elfewhere,  where  we  (hall  be  like  to 
'  be  more  favourably  heard.     For  this 
'  reafon,  as  you  may  perceive,'  added 
he,  *  it  is  not  proper  for  the  king  my 
«  nephew  to  know  any  thing   of  our 

*  defign,  left  he  (hould  fall  in  love  with 

*  the  Princefs  Giauhara,  and  we  after- 

*  wards  not  be  able  to  obtain  her  for 
«  him.'  They  difcourfed  a  little  longer 
upon  this  point;  and,  before  they  part- 
ed, agreed  thatKing  Saleh  mould  forth- 
with return  to  his  own  dominions,  and 
demand  the  Princefs  Giauhara  of  the 
King  of  Samandal  her  father,  for  the 
King  of  Perfiahis  nephew. 

This  done,  Queen  Gulnare  and  King 
Saleh,  who  verily  believed  KiagBecler 
afleep,  agreed  to  awake  him  :  and  he 
difiembled  the  matter  fo  well,  that  he 
feemed  to  awake  from  a  profound  deep. 
He  had  neverthelefs  heard  every  word 
they  faid  j  and  the  character  they  gave 
of  the  Princefs  Giauhara  had  enflamed 
his  heart  with  an  unknown  paffion  :  he 
bad  conceived  fo  bright  an  idea  of  her 


beauty,  that  he  could  not  fleep  a  winlc 
a!  1  ni^ht,  but  remained  under  continual 
inquietudes. 

Next  day,  King  Saleh  would  needs 
take  leave  of  Queen  Gulnare  and  the 
king  his  nephew.  The  young  king, 
who  knew  the  king  his  uncle  would 
not  have  departed  fo  loon  but  to  go 
and  promote  his  happinefs,  bluftied 
when  he  heard  him  mention  his  depar- 
ture: his  pafllon  was  become  fo  vio- 
lent, that  it  would  not  fuffer  him  to 
wait  fo  long  for  the  fight  of  his  miftrefs 
as  would  fuffice  to  accomplish  the  mar- 
riage. He  more  than  once  refolved  to 
defirehis  uncle  to  bring  her  away  with 
him  :  but,  as  he  did  not  care  to  let  the 
queen  his  mother  understand  that  he 
Knew  any  thing  of  what  had  parted,  he  , 
defired  him  only  to  ftay  with  him  a  day 
or  two,  that  they  might  hunt  together, 
intending  to  make  ufe  of  that  occafion 
to  difcover  his  mind  to  him. 

The  day  for  hunting  was  fet,  and 
King  Beder  had  many  opportunities  to 
declare  his  mind  to  his  uncle;  but  he 
had  not  the  courage  fo  much  as  once  to 
open  his  mouth  to  acquaint  him  with 
what  he  defigned. 

In  the  midft  of  the  chace,  when  not 
only  King  Saleh,  but  all  his  attendants, 
had  left  him,  he  alighted  near  a  fpring; 
and,  having  tied  his  horfe  to  a  tree  that 
afforded  a  very  plentiful  (hade,  as  did 
feveral  others  along  the  banks  of  the 
rivulet,  he  laid  himfelf  down  on  the 
grafs,  and  gave  a  free  courfe  to  his 
tears,  which  iffued  forth  in  great  abun- 
dance, accompanied  with  many  fobs 
and  fighs.  He  remained  a  good  while 
in  this  condition,  overwhelmed  with 
thought,  and  not  fpeaking  fo  much  as 
one  word. 

King  Saleh,  in  the  mean  time,  mif- 
fing the  king  his  nephew,  and  not  meet- 
ing with  any  one  who  could  tell  tidings 
of  him,  began  to  be  much  concerned  to 
know  what  was-  become  ef<  him  :  he 
therefore  left  his- company  to  go  in- 
feavch  of  him;,  and  at  length  perceived 
him  at  a  diftance.  He  hadoblerved  the 
day  before,  and  even  more  evidently 
that  day,  that  he  was  not  fo  merry  as 
he  ufed  to  be;  that  he  was  more  pen- 
five  than  ordinary;  and  that,  if  he  was 
afked  a  queftion,  he  either  anfwered  not 
at  all,  or  nothing  to  the  purpofe:  but 
he  never  fo  much  as  in  the  lead  fu- 


*  Giauhara,  in  Arabic,  fignifieg  a  precious  ftone. 
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fpefted  the  caufe  of  all  this  alteration, 

till  he  faw  him  lying  in  that  difconfo- 

late   pofture ;     when    he    immediately 

gueffed  that  he  had  not  only  heard  what 

patted  between    him   and  Queen  Gul- 

tiare,  but  was  become  paflionately  in 

Jove.     He  hereupon  alighted  at  fome 

diftance  from  him}    and,  having  tied 

his  horfe  to  a  tree,  took  a  compafs,  and 

came  upon  him  fo  fof'tly,  that  he  heard 

him  pronounce  the  following  words. 

'  Adorab.le  princefs  of  the  kingdom 

of  Samandal !'  cried  he  out,  *  I  have, 

no  doubt,  had  but  an  imperfect  (ketch 

of  your  incomparable  beauty;  yet  I 

hold  you  to  be  preferable  to  all  the 

princefles  in  the  world  in   charms, 

and  to  excel  them  as  much  as  the  fun 

does  the  moon  and  ftars !    I  would 

this   moment  go  and  offer  you  my 

heart,  if  I  but  knew  where  to  find 

you:  it  belongs  to  you,  dear  princefs; 

and  nobody  (hall  be  the  pofleffor  of  it 

but  you !' 

King  Saleh  would  hear  no  more;  he 
advanced  immediately,  and  difcovered 
himfelf  to  King  Beder.  '  From  what 
1  have  underftood,  nephew, '  faid  he, 
you  heard  that  which  the  queen  your 
mother  and  I  difcourfed  theotherday 
of  the  Princefs  Giauhara.  It  was  not 
our  intention  that  you  fhould  have 
known  any  thing  ;  and  we  verily 
thought  you  were  afleep.' — «  My  dear 
uncle,'  replied  King  Beder,  *  I  heard 
every  word  you  faid,  and  have  fuffi- 
ciently  experienced  the  effeft  that  you 
foretold,  which  it  was  not  in  your 
power  to  prevent.  I  detained  you  on 
purpbfe  to  acquaint  you  with  my  love 
before  your  departure;  but  the  con- 
fufion  I  had  to  let  you  know  my 
weaknefs,  if  it  be  any,  to  love  fo 
worthy  a  princefs  as  this  feems  to  be, 
altogether  fealed  my  mouth.  I  be- 
feech  you,  then,  by  the  friendfhip  you 
profefs  for  a  prince  who  has  the  ho- 
nour to  be  fo  nearly  allied  to  you, 
that  you  would  pity  me,  and  not  de- 
lay to  procure  me  the  confent  of  the 
King  of  Samandal,  that  I  may  marry 
his  daughter  the  adorable  Giauhara 
with  all  fpeed,  unlefs  you  have  a  mind 
to  fee  me  die  with  love  before  I  have 
a  fight  of  her.' 

Thefe  words  of  the  King  of  Perfia 
much  troubled  King  Saleh.  He  gave 
him  to  underftand  how  difficult  it  was 
to  give  him  the  fatisfaction  he  defired, 
and  that  he  could  not  well  do  it  with- 


out carrying  him  along  with  him  ; 
which  might  be  of  dangerous  confe- 
quence,  fince  his  prefence  was  fo  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary  in  his  kingdom,  that 
the  lead  abfence  might  occafion  his 
fubjefts  to  revolt.  He  conjured  him, 
therefore,  to  moderate  his  paflion  till 
fuch  time  as  he  had  put  things  into  a 
better  pofture  ;  alluring  him  that  he 
would  ufe  his  utmoft  diligence  to  con- 
tent him  ;  and,  when  he  had  brought 
matters  to  bear,  he  would  come  to  ac- 
quaint him.  But  thefe  reafons  were  not 
fufficient  to  fatisfy  the  King  of  Perfia. 
Cruel  uncle,'-  faid  he,  <  I  find  you  do 
not  love  me  fo  much  as  you  pre- 
tended, and  that  you  would  rather 
fee  me  die  than  grant  the  firft  requeft 
I  ever  made  you  !' 

'  I  am  ready  to  convince  your  ma- 
jefty,'  replied  King  Saleh,  «  that  I 
would  do  any  thing  to  ferve  you  in 
reafon ;  but  as  for  carrying  you  along 
with  me,  I  cannot  do  that  till. I  have 
fpoken  to  the  queen  your  mother. 
What  would  (he  fay  if  I  ftiould  do 
this?  If  file  confents,  I  am  ready  to 
do  all  that  you  would  have  me/— • 
You  cannot  be  ignorant,'  replied  the 
Cing  of  Perfia,  •  that  the  queen  my 
mother  would  never  willingly  part 
with  me;  and  therefore  this  excule 
of  yours  does  but  yet  farther  con- 
vince me  of  the  hardnefs  of  your 
heart.  If  you  do  really  love  me,  as 
you  would  have  me  to  believe  you 
do,  you  muft  return  to  your  king- 
dom immediately,  and  carry  me  along 
with  you.' 

King  Saleh,  finding  himfelf,  in  a 
manner,  obliged  to  yield  to  his  ne- 
phew's importunity,  drew  a  ring  off  his 
finger,  which  was  engraved  with  the 
fame  myiterious  names  of  God  that 
were  upon  Solomon's  leal,  that  had 
wrought  fo  many  wonders  by  their 
virtue  :  <  Here,  take  this  ring,'  faid  he; 
*  put  it  upon  your  finger,  and  fearnei- 
'  ther  the  waters  of  the  fea,  nor  their 
'  depth.'  The  King  of  Perfia  took  the 
ring;  and,  when  he  had  put  it  on  his 
finger,  King  Saleh  faid  to  him— >'  Fol- 
'  low  me:'  when,  at  the  fame  time, 
they  both  mounted  leifurelj  up  into  the 
air,  and  made  towards  the  fea,  which 
was  not  fai  off,  whereinto  they  jointly 
plunged. 

The  fea  king  was  not  long  in  getting 

to  his  palace  with  the  King  of  Peifia, 

whom   he  immediately  carried   to  the 

3  C  »  queen's 
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queen's  apartment,   and  prefented  him 

to  her.     The  King  of  Perfia  kiffed  the 

queen  his  grandmother's  hands  ;  and 

fhe  embraced  him  with  great  demon- 

itrations  of  joy.  *  I  do  not  a(k  you  how 

you  do,'  faid  fhe  to  him;   '  I  fee  you 

are  well  enough,  and  I  am  rejoiced  at 

it  :    but   I  deiire   to  know  how  my. 

daughter   and    your  mother,    Queen 

Gulnare,  does  ?'  The  Kirg  of  PerHa 

took  great  care  not  to  jet  her  know  that 

he    came    without    her   confent ;    and 

therefore  told  her  the  queen  his  mother 

was  in  perfect  health,  and  had  enjoined 

him  to  pay  her  duty  to  her.     Then  the 

queen   prefented  him  to  the  princtffes  ; 

and,  while  he  was  in  conversation  with 

them,  (he  left  him,  and  went  with  King 

Saleh  into  a  clofet.     He  there  told  her 

how  the  King  of  P^dia   was  faiien  in 

love  with  the  Princefs  Giauhara  upon 

the  bare  relation   of  her  beauty;  and, 

contrary  to  his  inter tion,  that  he  had 

brought  him  along  with  him,  without 

being  able  to  hinder  it;  and  that  hen. -is 

going  to  concert  yneaiures  to  procure  tire 

princefs  for  him  in  marriage. 

Although  King  Saleh  was,  to  do  him 
juitice,  perfectly  innocent  of  the  Kin 3; 
of  PeruVs  paffion,  ye  th?  queen  could 
hardly  forgive  his  indifcretiun  in  men- 
tioning the  Princefs  Giauhara  before 
him.  *  Your  imprudence  is  beyond 
parallel  !'  faid  fhe  to  him.  '  Can  you 
think  that  the  King  of  Samanda), 
whofe  character  is  fo  well  known, 
will  have  greater  confideration  for  you 
than  the  many  other  kings  to  whom 
he  has  refufed  his  daughter  with  fcorn 
and  comempt?  Would  you  have  him 
fend  you  away  with  the  fame  confu- 
lion  he  has  done  them  ?' 
'  Madam,'  replied  King  Saleh,  '  I 
have  told  you  that  it  was  contrary  to 
my  intention  that  the  king  my  ne- 
phew heard  what  I  related  of  the 
beauty  of  the  Princefs  Giauhara  ro 
the  queen  my  filter.  The  fault,  if  it 
he  one,  is  already  committed;  and  \ve 
inuft  conf;der  what  a  violent  pafiion 
he  has  for  this  princefs,  and  that  he 
will  die  with  grief  and  affliction,  if 
we  do  not  fpeedily  obtain  her  for  him, 
whatever  trouble  we  are  at  to  do  if. 
For  my  part,  I  (hall  otnit  nothing 
that  may  contribute  to  it,  fince  I  was, 
though  innocently,  the  caufe  of  the 
malady  :  I  will  therefore  do  all  that 
Ir  ai;  10  rcnwdy  it.  1  hope,  M  . 


*  that  you  will  approve  of  my  refolu- 

*  tion  to  go   and  wait  upon  the   King 

*  of  Samandal,  with  a  rich   prefent  of 

*  precious     (tones,    and     demand     the 
1  princels  his  daughter  of  him  for  the 
'   King  of  Periia,  your  grandfon   and 
'  my  nephew.     I  have  fome  reafon  to 

*  believe  that  he  will  not  refufe  me,  nor 

*  neglect  toallyhimfelf  with  one  of  the 

*  greateft  potentates  of  the  earth.' 

*  It  were  to  have  been  wi/hed,'  re- 
plied the  queen,  *  that  we  had  not  been 
'  under  a  necdfity  of  making  this  de- 
'  mand,  fince  the  fuccefs  of  our  attempt 
'  is  not  fo  certain  as  we  could  defirc  : 
'  but,  fince  my  grandfon's-  quiet  and 
'  content  totally  depend  upon  it,  I 

*  freely  give  my  confent   to  it.     But, 
'  above  all,  I  charge  you,  fince  you  fuf- 

*  ficiently    know   the  humour   of   the 
'  King   of  S.imandal,    that   you   take 

*  care  to  (hew  him  due  refpecl:,  and  not 
'  in  an  ways  offend  him  by  too  pre- 

*  fuming  a  behaviour.' 

The  queen  prepared  the  prefent  her- 
felf,  compofing  it  of  diamonds,  rubies, 
emeralds,  and  firings  of  pearl  ;  all 
which  (he  put  into  a  box,  very  neat, 
and  very  rich.  Next  morning,  King 
Saleh  took  leave  of  her  majefty  and  the 
King  of  Perfia,  and  departed  with  a 
choien  but  fmall  troop  of  officers,  and 
other  attendants.  lie  foon  arrived  at 
the  capital  and  the  palace  of  the  King 
of  Samand  1,  who  did  not  fcruple  to 
afford  him  audience  immediately  upon 
his  arrival.  He  arofe  from  his  throne 
as  loon  as  he  perceived  King  Saleh  j 
who,  being  willing  to  forget  his  cha- 
racter for  fome  moments,  knowing 
whom  he  had  to  deal  with,  prottrated 
himfelf  at  his  feet,  wi/hing  him  an  ac- 
complifliment  of  whatever  he  defired. 
The  King  of  Samandal  immediately 
ftoaped  to  take  him  upj  and,  after  he 
had  placed  him  by  him  on  his  left- 
hand,  he  told  him  he  was  welcome, 
and  a/ked  him  if  there  was  any  thing 
he  could  do  to  ferve  him. 

*  Sir,'  anfwered  King  Saleh,  'though 
I  mould  have  no  other  motive  than 
that  of  rendering  my  refpefts  to  the 
moft  potent  and  moft  prudent  prince 
in  the  world,  yet  would  I  endeavour 
to  convince  your  majefty,  though 
poorly,  how  much  I  honour  and 
adore  you.  Were  it  pofTible  you  could 
penetrate  into  my  inrnoft  foul,  you 
would  fyon  be  convinced  of  the  great 
'  veneratipu 
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veneration  I  have  and  for  you,  and 
«  the  ardent  defire  I  entertain  to  pay 
«  you  my  moft  humble  acknowlcdg- 
«  ments.'  Having  fpoken  thefe  words, 
he  took  the  box  of  jewels  from  one  of 
his  fervaritsj  and,  having  opened  it, 
prefented  it  to  the  king,  imploring  him 
to  accept  of  it  for  his  fake. 

'  Prince,'  replied  the  King  of  Sa- 
mandal,  '  I  hope  you  do  not  make  me 
«  this  prefer) t  without  requiring  a  pro- 
«  portionable  benefit  from  me.  If  there 
«  be  any  thing  within  the  compafs  of 

*  my  capacity,    you  may  freely   com- 
«   rnand  it,  and  will  do  me  a  fignal  ho- 

<  nour  in  accepting  ir.     Speak,  and  tell 
'   me  frankly  wherein  I  can  ferve  you.' 

f  I  tnurt  own  ingenuoufly,'  replied 
King  Saleh,  *  I  have  a  boon  to  afk  of 
«  your  majefty;  but  I  fliall  take  care  to 

*  aflc  nothing  but  wlrit  is  within  your 
«   power  to  grant.     The  thing  depends 
«  fo  abfolutcly  on  yourfelf,  that  it  would 
«   be  to  no  purpofe  to  require  it  of  any 

*  other.  I  afk  it,  then,  with  all  poflible 

<  earneflaefs,  and  I  beg  of  you  noMo 
'  refule  it  me.' — '  If  it  be  fo,1  replied 
the   King  of    Samandal,    '  you   have 
'   nothing  to  do  but  acquaint  me  what 
'   it  is,  and  you  fliall  fee  after  what  mnn- 

*  ner  I  can  oblige  people  cf  defert.' 

•    «  Sir,'  faid  then  King  Saleh,  '  after 

*  the  confidence  your  msjefty  lias  been 
'   pleafed  to  think  I  put  in  your  good- 
«  will,  J  will  not  di tTemble  any  longer, 
«  that  I  came  to  beg  of  you  to  honour 
«  our  ho  rile  with  your  alliance  by  nvar- 

*  riage,  and   by  that  means  to  fortify 
«  the  good  understanding  that  has   ai- 

*  ways  hitherto  been  between  our  two 
'  crowns.' 

At  thefe  words  the  King  of  Saman- 
dal began  to  laugh  heartily,  falling  back 
in   his    throne   againft    a  cufhion   that 
fupported  him;  and  foon  after  faid,  with 
an  imperious  and  fcornful  air,  to  King 
Saleh — «  King    Saieh,  I  have    always 
hitlierto  thought  you  were  a  prince 
of  great  fenfe  and  wifdom;  but  now  I 
find  you  juft  the  contrary.     Tell  me, 
Ibefeech  you,  where  was  your  wit  or 
difcretion,  when  you  formed  to  your- 
felf fo  great  a  chimera  as  you  have 
hut  now  propofed  to  mt?     Could  you 
concerv£_a  thought  only  of  afpiring  in 
marriage  to  fo  great  a  princefs  as  my 
daughter?  You  ought  to  have  confi- 
dered  betterthe  great  diftance between 
us,  and  not  run  the  rifqye  of  lofmg 
in  a  moiijent  my  efteem/ 


King  Saleh  was  extremely  nettled  at 
this  affronting  anfwer,  and  had  much 
ado  to  reftrain  his  juft  refentment; 
however,  he  replied  with  greatermode- 
ration  than  could  be  expected,  '  God 
reward  your  majefty  according  as  you 
deferve.  I  beg  the  honour  to  inform 
you,  I  do  not  demand  the  princefs  in 
marriage  for  myfelf :  had  I  done  fo, 
your  majefty,  or  the  princefs,  ought 
to  have  been  fo  far  from  beingoffend- 
ed.  that  you  might  rather  have  taken 
it  for  an  honour  done  both  to  one  and 
the  other.  Your  majefty  knows  well 
I  am  a  king  of  the  fta,  as  well  as 
yourfelf;  that  the  kings  my  anceftors 
have  no  reafon  to  yield  in  antiquity  to 
any  other  royal  families;  and  that  the 
kingdom  I  inherit  from  them  is  no 
lefs  potent  and  fiouriming  than  it  has 
ever  been.  If  your  majefty  had  not 
interrupted  me,  you  had  foon  under- 
ftood  thai  the  favour  I  afk  of  you  was 
not  for  myfelf,  but  for  the  young1 
King  of  Perf)a,  my  nephew,  whoie 
power  and  grandeur,  no  lefs  than  his 
perfonal  good  qualities,  cannot  be 
unknown  to  you.  Every  body  ac- 
knowledges the  Princefs  Giauhara  to 
to  be  one  of  the  fineft  ladies  under  the 
heavens:  but  it  is  at  the  fame  time  ac- 
knowledged by  all,  that  the  young 
King  of  Ferfia,  my  nephew,  is  as  ac- 
c^mpiifiied  as  any  prince,  either  upon 
the  land,  or  under  the  water.  Thus 
the  favour  thjt  is  aiked,  being  likely 
to  redound  both  to  the  honourof  your 
majefty  and  thepiinctfs  your  daugh- 
ter, you  ought  not  to  dtlay  your  con- 
fent  to  an  alliance  fo  equal,  and  which 
no  doubt  will  be  approved  by  the 
generality  of  people.  The  princefs 
is  worthy  of  the  King  of  Perfia,  and 
the  King  of  Perfia  is  no  lefs  worthy  of 
her.  No  king  or  prince  in  the  world 
can  deny  me  this.' 

The  King  of  Samandal  had  not  let 
King  Salch^o  on  fo  long  after  this  rate, 
had  not  the  rage  he  pnt  him  in  deprived 
him  of  all  power  of  fpeech.  He  was 
moreover  fome  time  longer  before  he 
could  find  his  tongue,  fo  much  was 
he  tranfported  with  paMion.  At  length, 
however,  he  broke  out  into  outrage- 
ous and  injurious  expreflions,  unwor- 
thy of  a  king.  'Dog!'  fays  he  aloud, 

*  dareyouto  talk  to  me  after  this  man- 
'  ner,  and  fo  much  as  once  to  mention 
«   my    daughter's    name    in     my    pre- 

*  fence!   Can  you  think  the  fon  of  your 

«  "lifter 
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fifter  Gulnare  worthy  to  come  in 
competition  with  my  daughter  ?  Who 
are  you  ?  Who  is  your  father  ?  Who 
is  your  fitter?  And  who  your  nephew  ? 
Was  not  his  father  a  dog,  and  a  ion 
v  a  dog,  likethee? — Guards,  feize 
thtinfoient  wretch,  and  immediately 
cm  off  his  head!' 

The  few  officers  who  were  about  the 
3Cing  of  Samandal  were  immediately 
going  to  obey  his  orders,  whtn  King 
Saleh,  who  was  in  the  flower  of  his  age, 
wimble  and  vigorous,  got  from  them, 
before  they  could  draw  their  fabres;  and 
having  reached  the  palace  gate,  he  there 
found  a  thoufand  men  of  his  relations 
and  friends,  well  armed  and  equipped, 
•who  were  but  jutt  arrived.  The  queen 
hts  mother  having  confidered  the  fmall 
number  of  attendantS'be  took  with  him, 
and  moreover  forefeeing  the  bad  recep- 
tion he  would  probably  have  from  the 
King  of  Samandal,  (he  had  fent  thefe 
troops  to  protect  and  defend  him  in  cafe 
of  danger.  Thole  of  his  relations  who 
were  at  the  head  of  this  troop  imme- 
diately faw  how  ieafonably  they  were 
arrived,  when  they  beheid  him  and  his 
companions  come  running  in  great  dif- 
order,  and  a  fma!l  number  of  officers  at 
their  heels  in  purluit  of  them.  *  My 

*  lord,*   cried  out  his  friends,    at  the 
moment  he  joined  them,   '  what  is  the 

*  matter  ?    We    are  ready   to   revenge 

*  you  :  you  need  only  command  us.' 

King  Saleh  related  his  cafe  to  them 
in  as  few  words  as  he  could;  and  after - 
xvards,  putting  hjmfelf  at  the  head  of  a 
large  troop,  he,  whilft  fome  feized  on 
thega.es,  re-entered  the  palace  as  before. 
The  few  officers  and  guards  who  had 
porfoed  him,  being  loon  difperfed,  he 
re-entered  the  King  of  Samandal's  a- 
partment,  who,  being  abandoned  by 
liis  attendants,  wasfoon  feized.  King 
Saleh  left  fufTicient  guards  to  fee  we  his 
perfon,  and  then  went  from  apartment 
to  apartment,  to  fearch  r.Her  the  Prin- 
cefs  Giauhara.  But  that  princefs,  on 
the  firft  noife  of  this  alarm,  had,  toge- 
ther with  her  women,  flung  heri'elf  on 
the  furface  of  the  lea,  and  elcaped  to  a 
defart  ifland. 

As  matters  pafTed  thus  in  the  palace 
of  the  King  of  Samandal,  thole  of  King 
Saleh's  attendants  who  had  fled  at  the 
firlt  menaces  of  that  king,  put  the 
queen-mother  into  a  ferrible  confterna- 
tion,  upon  relating  the  danger  her  1'on 
was  in.  King  Beder,  who  was  by  at 
that  time,  was  the  more  concerned,  in 


that  he  looked  upon  himfelf  as  the  prin- 
cipal author  of  all  the  rnifchief  that 
might  enfue :  therefore  not  caring  to 
abide  the  queen's  prrfence  any  longer, 
he,  whilft  file  was  giving  the  mceifary 
orders  at  that  conjuncture,  darted  him- 
felf upwards  from  the  botcom  of  the  feaj 
and  not  knowing  how  to  find  his  way 
to  the  kingdom  of  Perfn,  he  happened 
to  light  on  the  fame  ifland  where  the 
Princefs  Giauhara  had  faved  her- 
felf. 

The  prince,  not  a  little  difturbed  in 
mind,  went  and  feated  himfelf  under 
the  (hade  of  a  large  tree,  furrounded 
with  divers  others.  Whillt  he  was  en- 
deavouring to  recover  his  temper,  he 
heard  one  that  talked,  but  was  too  far 
off  to  underftand  what  was  laid.  He 
arofe,  and  advanced  loftly  towards  the 
place  whence  the  found  came,  where 
among  the  branches  he  perceived  a 
beauty  that  dazzled  him.  '  Doubt- 

*  lefs,*  faid  hewithin  himfelf,  flopping 
and  con  fide  ring  her  with  great  atten- 
tion, «  this  muft  be  the  Princefs  Giau- 
'  hara,    whom    fear    has    obliged    to 
'  abandon  her  father's  palace  ;  or  if  it 

*  be  not,  (he  is,  at   lealr,  one  that  no 
'  lei's  deferves  my  love  and  admiration." 
This  faid,  he  moved  forward j  and,  dif- 
CQvering  himfelf,  approached  the  piin*- 
cefs  with  profound  reverence.     *  Ma- 

*  dam,'  faid  he,    *  I  can   never  fuffici- 
'  ently  thank  Heaven  for  the  favour  it 
'  has  done  me  in  regaling  my  eyes  this 

*  day  with  fo  glorious  a  fight.  A  greater 
'   blefling  could  not   be  conferred  on 

*  me  than  this  opportunity  to  offer  you 

*  my  rnoft  humble  Cervices.     I  befeech 
'   you,    therefore,    Madam,  to  accept 

*  them,  it  being  impcfTible  that  a  lady 
'  under    fuch    folitary     circumftanccs 

*  fhould  not  want  aflHtance.* 

<  True,  my  lord,'  replied  Giauhara 
very  forrowfully,  *  it  is  not  a  little  ex- 

*  traordinary'  for  a  jady  of  my  quality 
'  to  be  found  in  this  condition.     I  ain 
«  a  princefs,  daughter  of  the  King  9** 
'  Samandal,  and  my  name  is  Giauhara. 
'  As  I  was  at  cafe  in  my  father's  pa- 

*  lace   and  my  apartment,    I    all  of  a 

*  fudden  heard  a  dreadful  noife  :    news 
'  was  immediately    brought    me,  that 
'  King  Saleh,  I  know  not  for  what  rea- 
«  Ion,  had  fired  the  palace,  fei zed  upon 
<  the  king  my  father,  and  murdered  all 

*  the  guards  that  made  any  refinance.  I 

*  had  only   time   to  fave   myfelf,  aqd 
«  efcape  hither  from  his  violence.' 

At  thefe  words  ol  the  princefs,  Kin 
lied 
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Bfder  began   to   he  concerned    that  he 
had  quitted  his  grandmother  lo  haftily, 
without  (hying   to  hear  from    her  the 
news  that  had  been  brought  her.     But 
he  was,  on    the  other  hand,  overjoyed 
to  find  that  the  king  his  uncle  had  ren- 
dered himfclf  mailer  of  the  King  of  Sa- 
loandal's  per  Ion,  not  doubting  but  he 
would  content   to  give  up  the  princefs 
for  his  liberty.     <  Adorable  princefs,' 
continued    he,  «  your    concern  is   molt 
jtift;  but  it  is  eafy  to  put  an  end  both 
to   that  and  'your  father's   captivity. 
You  will  agree  with  me,  when  I  (half 
tell   you    that   I   am  Beder,  King  of 
Portia,  and  King  Saleh  is  my  uncle: 
I  allure  you,  Madam,  he  has  nodetign 
to  feize  upon  the   king  your  father'? 
dominions  ;  his  only  intent  is  to  ob- 
tain of   him,  that    I   may  have   the 
honour  to  be  received  for  his  ion-in- 
law.     I  had  already  given  my  heart 
to  you,  upon  the  bare  relation  of  your 
charming  beauty j  and  now,  very  far 
from  repenting  ot  what  I  ha\-e  done, 
I   beg  of  you  to  accept  it,  and  to  be 
aflured  that  I  will  love  you  as  long  as 
I  live.     I  dqre  flatter  myfelf  \ou  will 
not  refufc  this  favour,  but   bs   ready 
to  acknowledge  that  a  king  who  quit- 
ted his  dominions  purely  on  your  ac- 
count, deferves  fume  favour.   Permit 
then,  beauteous  princels!  that  I  have 
the  honour  to  go  and  prefent  you  to 
the  king    my    uncle;    and  the    king 
your  fathei  Ihali  no  fboner  have  con- 
fented    to  our   marriage,    but   King 
Saleh  will  leave  him  fovsieign  oi   his 
dominions,  as  before.' 
This  declaration  of  Kmg  Eeder  had 
not  all  the  furcefs  he  could  have  dcfued. 
It  is  true,  the  princefs  no  iboner  law  his 
perfon,  and   the  good   mien  wherewith 
he  accolted  her,  but  fhe  liad  Come  kind - 
nefs  for  him;  but  when  fhe  came  to  tin - 
derlhml  from  his  own  mouth,   that  he 
Had  been  theoccafion  of  all  the  il!  treat- 
ment her  father  had  undergone,  of  the 
grief  and   fright  me  had  endured, 'and 
elpecially  the  ncceiTity  (he  was  reduced 
to  in   flying    her    country     to  -five  hrr 
life,    Ihe   looked  upon   him   with   treat 
horror,  that  fhe   confidered    him  ratli-.  r 
as  an  enemy  than  a  friend,  with  whom 
fhe  refolded  to  have  no   manner  of  con- 
verfe.     Moreover,  whatever  inclination 
fne  might  by  any  means  be  thought  to 
have,  in  regard    to  this   marriage,  fhe 
determined  never  to  yield  to  it,  in  con- 
that  one  of  the  resigns  Her  fa- 


t'u.-r  might  have  againft  this  match 
might  be,  that  King  B-'der  was  Con  of 
a  king  of  the  earth}  and  therefore  (he 
propofed  to  obey  her  father,  especially 
in  that  particular. 

She,  neverthelefs,  refblved  to  let  King 
B'der  know  nothing  of  her  refentment, 
and  only  fought  an  occafion  to  deliver 
herfelf  dextroufly   out   of  his   hands, 
feeminer  in  the  mean  time  to  have  a  great 
luncinefs  for  him.     *  Are  you,  then,  my 
'  dear,'  (aid  file,  with  all  pofiible  civi- 
lity, '  fon  of  the  Queen  Gulnare,  fo  fa- 
mous for  her  wit  and  beauty  ?    1  am 
highly  glad  of  it;  and,  moreover,  re- 
joice that  you  nre  the  fun  of  fo  worthy 
ii  mother.     The  king  my  father  was 
much  in  the  wrong,  for  fo  ttrongly 
oppoling  our  conjunction :    he  could 
no.fooner  have  feen  you,  but  he  rmifr 
have  contented  to  have  made  us  both 
happy.'       Saying   thefe   words,    (he 
reached  forth  her  hand  to  him  as  a  token 
of  friend  (hip, 

KingBeder,  believing  him lelf  arrived 
at  the  very  pinnacle  of  happinefs,  held 
forth  his  hand,  and  was  (looping  to  take 
that  of  the  princefs  to  kifs  it,  when  ftie, 
pufhing  him  b»ck,and  fpittingat  him, 
fa  id— '  Wretch!  quit  that  form  of  a 
*  man,  and  take  that  of  a  white  bird, 
'  with  a  red  bill  and  f;et.'  Upon  her 
pronouncing  thefe  words,  King  Beder 
was  immediately  changed  into  a  bird  of' 
that  fort,  to  his  great  furprize  and  afta* 
niihment.  *  Take  him  now,'  fkkl  flic 
to  one  of  her  women,  *  and  carry  him 
'  totheDefartlfland/  This  ifiand  was 
only  one  frightful  rock,  which  did  na*: 
afford  a  fingle  drop  of  water. 

The  waiting-woman  took  r':e  h':\! ; 
but,  in  executing  her  princefs's-  orders, 
had  compalfionon  the  unfortunate  king. 

*  It    would   be  great  pity,1   laid  Hie  to 
herfelf,  *  to  let  a  prince  lo   worthy  t;> 

*  live,   die  of  hunger  and  thirlh     The 
'   princefs  will,    it  may  be,   re  pert  of 
'  what  me  has  ordered,  when  fhe  comes 
'  again  to  herfelf :   it  were  better  that  I 
'  carried  him  to  a  place  where  he  may 
'  die  a  natural  death.'     She  carried  him 
to  a  well -frequented  ifland,  and  left  him 
in  a  charming  plain,    planted  with  all 
foits  of  fruit-trees,  and  watered  by  di- 
vers rivulets. 

Let  us  return  to  King  Saleh.  Afirr 
he  had  foUght  a  long  while  far  the 
Princefs  G'iauhara,  and  ordered  others 
to  feek  fur  her,  to  no  purpoie,  he  caufed 
the  King  of  Sainandal  to  be  fhut  up  ir. 
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'  his  palace,  under  a  good  guard  ;  and, 
having  given  the  nccefiary  orders  for 
governing  the  kingdom  in  his  abfence, 
he  returned  to  give  the  queen  his  mo- 
ther an  account  of  what  he  had  done. 
The-  firft  thing  lie  afked  upon  his  ar- 
rival was,  where  the  king  his  nephew 
was;  and  was  anfwered~J  to  his  great 
furprize  and  aftonifhment,  that  he  had 
difappeared  foon  after  he  left  him. 
'  News  being;'  brought  me,'  faid  the 
queen,  *  of  the  danger  you  was  in  at 
the  palace  of  the  King  of  Samanda], 
whilft  I  was  giving  orders  to  fend 
troops  for  you  to  revenge  yourfelf,  he 
difappeared.  He  mutt  affuredly  have 
been  frightened  at  hearing  of  your 
being  in  fo  great  danger,  and  perhaps 
did  not  think  himfelf  in  fufficient  ie- 
curity  with  us.' 
This  news  greatly  afflicted  King  Si- 
Jeh,  who  now  repented  of  being  fo  ea- 
fily  wrought  on  by  King  Beder,  as  to 
carry  him  away  without  his  mother's 
content.  He  fent  every-  where  after  him, 
hut  his  enquiries  were  ineffectual ;  and, 
inftead  of  the  joy  he  conceived  at  having 
carried  on  the  marriage  fo  far,  which  he 
looked  on  ashisown  work, he  feita  grief 
for  this  accident  that  was  very  mortify- 
ing. Whilft  he  was  under  fufpenfe 
about  his  nephew,  he  left  his  kingdom 
to  theadminiftration  of  his  mother,  and 
went  and  governed  that  of  the  King  of 
Samandal,  which  he  continued  to  di- 
rect: with  great  vigilance,  though  with 
all  due  refpecl  to  his  own  character. 

The  fame  day  that  King  Salch  re- 
turned to  the  kingdom  of  Samandal, 
Queen  Gulnare,  mother  to  King  Beder, 
arrived  at  the  court  of  the  queen  her 
mother.  The  princefs  was  not  at  all 
furprized  to  find  her  fon  did  not  return 
the  fame  day  he  let  out ;  it  was  com- 
mon for  him  to  go  farther  than  he  pro- 
pofed,  in  the  heat  of  the  chace;  but 
•when  (he  faw  he  neither  returned  the 
next  day  nor  the  day  after  that,  five  be- 
gan to  be  alarmed,  as  may  eafily  be 
imagined,  from  the  kindnefs  flie  pro- 
feffed  for  him.  This  alarm  was  con- 
liderablv  augmented,  when  the  officers 
who  had  accompanied  the  king,  and* 
were  retired  after  they  had  for  a  long 
time  fought  in  vain  both  for  him  and 
his  uncle,  came  and  told  her  majefty 
they  muft  neceflarily  have  come  to  fome 
harm,  fince  whateverdiliger.ee  they  had 
ufed,  they  could  hear  no  tidings  of  them. 
Their  horfes,  indeed,  they  had  found  j 


but  as  for  their  perfons,  they  knew  not 
where  to  look  for  th?m.  The  queen 
hearing  this,  difiembied  her  affliction, 
bidding  the  officers  go  and  iearch  with 
t!u:ir  utmoli  diligence;  but  in  the  mean 
tuns,  faying  nothing  to  any  body,  me 
went  and  plunged  into  the  lea,  to  fa- 
tisfy  herfejf  in  the  fufpicion  (he  had  that 
King  Saleh  muit  have  carried  away  his 
nephew  along  with  him. 

This  great  queen  would  have  been 
the  more  affectionately  received  by  the 
queen  her  mother,  had  (he  not,  on  firft 
fight  of  her,  gueffed  the  occasion  of  her 
coming.  '  Daughter,'  faid  (he,  «  I 

*  plainly  perceive  you  are  not  comehi- 
'  ther   to  vifit  me;     you  come  only  to 

*  enquire  after  the  king  your  fon  :  lean 

*  only  tell  you  fuch  news  of  him  as  will 
'  augment  both   your  grief  and   mine. 
'  I  mull  confefs,  that  I  no  fooner  faw 

*  him   arrive  in  our  territories,  than  I 
'  greatly  rejoiced;  but  when  I  came  to 

*  underitand    th.u  he   had  come   away 
'  without  your  knowledge,  I  began  to 

*  compaffionate  the  diitrefs  it  would  oc- 
'  cafion  you.'     She  then  related  to  her 
the  zeal  with  which  King  Saleh  went  to 
demand  the  Princefs  Giauhara  in  mar- 
riage  for  King  Beder,  and   what   hap- 
pened on  it,   till  the  time  that  her  fon 
difappeared.      «    I  have  fent  diligently 

*  after  him,' added  me;  «  and  the  king 
'my  fon,  who  is  juft  gone  to  govern  the 
'  kingdom  of   Samandal,   has,  on  his 
'   pair,  done  all   that  lay  in  his  power: 
«*  all  bu  r  endeavours  have  hitherto  pro  \r- 

*  ed   unfuccefsful ;     but  we  hope,  ne- 

*  vcrthelefs,    to   fee  him  again,  which 

*  may  happen  at  a  time,  perhaps,  when 
'  we  lead  expect  it.' 

Com  forties's  Queen  Gulnare  was  not. 
fatisrted  with  this  hope:   fiie  looked  on 
the  king  her  dear  fon  as  loft,   and  la- 
mented him  grievoufly,  laying  all    the 
blame  on  the  king  his  uncle.    The  queen 
her  mother  begged  her  to  cqnfider  the 
neceflity  there  was  of  hot  yielding  too 
much  to  her  grief.     '  The  king  your 
brother,1    faid  Hie,    '  ought  not,  it  is 
true,  to  have  talked  to  you  fo  ir.con- 
fiderately  about  that  marriage,    nor 
ever  have  confented  to  carry  away  the 
king  my  grandfon  without  your  pri- 
vacy:  yet,  fince  it  is  not  certain  that 
the  King  of  Perfia  is  abfolutely  loft, 
you  ought  to  negle6l  nothing  to  pre- 
ferve  his  kingdom  for   him.     Lofe, 
then,  no  more  time;  but  return  to  your 
capital;    your  prelence  there  will  be 
<  neceffary, 
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*  necefiary,  and  it  will  not  be  hard  for 
'  you  to  preferve  the  pubiick  peace,  by 
«  caufing  it  to  be  pubbfhed,  that  the 
«  King  of  Perfia  was  gene  to  vifit  his 
'  ?n  •iuimother.', 

This  reafon  w-as  fuffioent  to  oblige 
Queen  Gulnare  to  fiibmit  to  it.  She 
took  leave  of  the  queen  her  mother,  and 
was  «'ot  back  to  tire  palace  of  her  caj>i- 
tal  of  Perfia  before  fhe  had  been  mifiecl. 
She  difpatc'ned  immediately  perfoiss  to 
recal  the  officers  (lie  had  fent  after  the 
king,  and  to  tell  them  that  (he  knew 
where  his  majefty  was,  and  that  they 
fhould  foon  fee  him  again.  She  alfo 
caufed  the  fame  report  to  be  fpread 
throughout  the  city,  and  governed  in 
concert  with  the  prime  minifter  and 
council  with  the  fame  tranquillity  as  if 
the  king  had  been  prefent:. 

To  return  to  King  Beder,  whom  the 
Princefs  Giauhara's  waiting  -  woman 
had  carried  and  left  in  the  illand  before- 
mentioned.  That  monarch  was  not  a 
little  furprized  when  he  found  himfelf 
alone,  and  under  the  form  of  a  bird. 
He  efteemed  himfelf  yet  more  unhappy 
in  that  he  knew  not  where  he  was,  nor 
in  what  part  of  the  world  the  kingdom 
of  Perfia  lay.  But  if  he  had  known, 
as  well  as  the  fufficient  force  of  his 
wings  to  traverfe  fuch  vaft  watery  re- 
gions, what  then?  what  could  he  have 
gained  by  it,  but  the  mortification  to 
continue  ftUl  in  the  fame  ill  plight;  not 
to  be  accounted  fo  much  as  a  man,  in 
lieu  of  being  acknowledged  the  King 
of  Perfia.  He  was  then  in  a  manner 
conftrained  to  remain  where  he  was,  and 
live  upon  fuch  nourifhment  as  birds  of 
his  kind  were  accuitomed  to. 

A  few  days  after,  a  peafant,  who  was 
flcilledin  taking  birds  with  nets, chanced 
to  come  to  the  place  where  he  was; 
when  perceiving  this  fine  bird,  the  like 
of  which  he  had  never  feen,  though  he 
had  ufed  that  fport  for  a  long  while,  he 
began  greatly  to  rejoice.  He  employed 
all  his  art  to  become  mafter  of  him ;  and 
at  length  ufed  f;;ch  proper  methods, 
that  he  took  him.  Overjoyed  at  fo 
great  a  prize,  which  he  looked  upon 
to  be  of  more  worth  than  all  the  other 
birds  he  commonly  took,  by  reafon  of 
h's  being  fo  great  a  rarity,  he  ftuit  it 
up  in  a  cage,  and  carried  it  to  the  city. 
As  foen  as  he  was  come  into  the  mark- 
et, a  citizen  ftopped  him,  andaflced  him 
how  much  he  would  have  for  that  bird. 


Inftead   of  anfwering,  the  peafont  de- 
manded of  the  citizen  what  he  would 
do  with  him  >in  cafe  he  fliotild  buy  him. 
What  wouldft  thou   have  me  to  do 
with  him,'  anfwered  ths  citizen,  '  but 
roaft  and  eat  him?' — <  Very  well,'  re- 
>lied  the  peafant.     «  And  fo  I  fuppofe 
you  would  think  me  very  well  paid  if- 
you  fhould  give  me  the  fmal left. piece 
of  money  for  him?  But  know,  I  fet  a 
much   higher  value  upon  him,  and 
you  fhould  not  have  him  for  a  large 
piece  of  gold.    Although  I  am  pretty 
well  advanced  in  years,  I  never  fa\v 
fuch  a  bird  in   my  life.     I  intend  to 
make  a  prefent  to  the  king  of  him; 
and  he,  fure,  will  know  the  worth  ot" 
him  better  than  you.' 
Without  (laying  any  longer  in   the 
market,  the  peafant  went  direcllv  to  the 
court,  and  pUced   hinifelf  exactly  be- 
fore the  king's  apartment.     His'  ma- 
jeity  being  at  a  window  where  he  could 
fee  all  that  pa  fled  in  the  bafe  court,  he 
at  length  chanced  to  caft  his  eyes  on 
this  beautiful  bird;  and,  being  charmed 
with  fhe  fiphtof  it,  he  immediately  fent 
the  commander  of  his  eunuchs  to  buy 
it  for  him.     The  officer  going  to  the 
peafant,   demanded  of  him   how  much, 
he  would  have  for  that  bird.     «  If  it 

*  be  for  his  majefty,'  anfwered  the  pea- 
fant, '  I  humbly  beg  of  him  to  accept 

*  it  of  me  as  a  prefent;  and  I  defire  you 

*  to  carry  it  to  him.'     Hereupon  the 
officer  took  the  bird,  and  carried  it  to 
the  king;  who  found  it  fo  great  a  rari- 
ty, that  he  ordered  the  fame  officer  to 
take  ten  pieces  of  gold,  and  carry  them 
to  the  peafant,  who  departed  very  well 
fatisfied  with  the  market  he  had  made. 
The  king  ordered  the  bird  to  be  put  into 
a  magnificent  cage,   and  gave  it  corn 
and  water  in  rich  veflcls. 

His  majefty  being  then  ready  to 
mount  on  horfeback,  had  not  time  to 
conlider  the  bird;  therefore  had  it 
brought  to  him  as  foon  as  he  came 
back.  The  officer  brought  the  cage; 
and  the  king,  that  he  might  the  better 
view  the  bird,  took  it  out  himfelf,  and 
perched  it  upon  his  hand.  Looking 
earneftly  upon  it,  he  deinanded  of  the 
officer  if  he  had  feen  it  eat.  '  Sir,'  re- 
plied the  officer,  *  your  majefty  may 

*  obferve   his  eating.     The  drawer  is 
«  (till  full;  and  I  believe  he  has  hardly 
'  touched  any  of  his  meat;   at  leaft  I 

*  did  not  fee  him.'     Then  the  king  or- 

3  D  dered 
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dercd  him  meat  of  divers  forts,  that 
he  might  take  what  he  liked  beft. 

The  table  being  fpread,  (for  dinner 
happened  to  be  ferved  up  juft  as  the 
king  had  given  thefe  orders)  and  the 
plates  being  placed,  the  bird  leaped  off 
the  king's  hand,  and,  clapping  his 
wings,  flew  upon  the  table;  where  he 
began  to  peck  the  bread  and  victuals 
after  an  extraordinary  rate.  Theking 
feeing  this,  was  fo  furprized  at  it,  that 
he  immediately  fent  for  the  queen  to 
come  and  fee  this  miracle.  The  per- 
fon  who  was  fent  related  the  matter  to 
her  majefty,  and  me  came  forthwith  : 
but  flie  no  fooner  fa\v  the  bird,  than 
fee  covered  her  face  with  her  veil,  and 
would  have  retired.  The  king,  ad- 
miring her  proceedings,  in  tha't  there 
were  none  near  but  the  eunuchs  of  the 
chamber  and  the  women  who  waited 
«n  her,a(ked  her  the  reafon  of  it. 

'  Sir,'  anfwered  the  queen,   *  your 

*  majefty  will  no  longer  admire  at  my 

*  proceeding,  when  you  come  to  know, 
«  that  this  bird,  which  you  take  to  be 

*  fuch,  is  no  bird,  but  a  man.' — '  Ma- 

*  dam,'  faid  the  king,  more  aftonifhed 
than  before,  'you  are  pleafed  to  ban- 

*  ter  me,  I  fuppofe;  but  you  fliall  rie- 

*  verperfuade  me  that  a  bird  can  be  a 
'  man.' — '  Sir,'  replied  the  queen, '  far 

*  be  it  from  me  to  banter  your  maje- 

*  fty;  yet  nothing  is  more  certain  than 

*  what  I  have  had  the  honour  to  tell 
'  you. 

'  I  can'afftirc  your  majefty  it  is  the 

*  King  of  Perfia,  named  Beder,  fon  of 

*  the   celebrated  Gulnare,  princefs  of 

*  one  of  the  largeft  kingdoms  of  the 

*  fea,  nephew  of  Saleh  king  of  that 
'  kingdom,  and  grandchild  of  Queen 

*  Farafche,  mother  of  Gulnare  and  Sa- 
'  lehj  and  it  was  the  Princefs  Giauha- 
4  ra,  daughter  of  the  KingofSaman- 
'  dal,  who   thus  metamorpholed  him 
'  into  a  bird.'  Moreover,  that  the  king 
might  no  longer  doubt  of  what  (he  af- 
firmed, (he  told  him  the  whole  ftory, 
containing  a  narration  of  the  Princels 
Giauhara^s having  thus  revenged  herfelf 
for  the  ill  treatment  which  King  Saleh 
had  ufed  towards  theKingof  Samandal 
her  father. 

The  king  had  the  lefs  difficulty  to 
believe  this  aflertion  of  the  queen's,  in 
that  he  knew  her  to  be  a  fkiiful  force- 
refs,  perhaps  one  of  the  greateft  in  the 
world  ;  and  as  (he  knew  every  thing 
which  palled  in  it,  he  was  always  timely 


informed  of  thedefignsof  the  kings  hrs 
neighbours  againft  him,  and  fo  pre- 
vented them.  His  majelty  had  com- 
paffion  on  the  King  of  Perfia,  and 
therefore  earneftly  befought  his  queen 
to  break  the  enchantment,  that  he  might 
return  to  his  own  form. 

The  queen  confented  to  it  with  great 
willingnefs.  *  Sir,' ,:  faid  (he  to  the 
king,  *  be  pleafed  to  take  the  bird  into 

*  your  clofet,  and  I  will  (hew  you  a 

*  thing  worthy  of  the  confideration  you 

*  have  for  him.'     The  bird,  which  had 
never  minded  eating,  by  reafon  of  his 
attentivenefs   to    what   the    king   and 
queen  faid,  would  not  give  his  majefty 
the  trouble  to  take  him,  but  hopped  in- 
to the  clofet  before  him;  and  the  queen 
came  in  foon  after,  with  a  pot  full  of 
water  in  her  hand.    She  mumbled  over 
the  pot  fome  words  unknown  to  the 
king,  till  fuch  time  as  the  water  began 
to  boil;  when  (he  took  feme  of  it  in  her 
hand,  and  fprinkling  a  little  upon  the 
bird,  faid — '  By  virtue  of  the  holy  and 

myfterious  words  I  am  going  to  pro- 
nounce, and  in  the  name  of  the  Crea- 
tor both  of  heaven  and  earth,  who 
raifes  the  dead,  and  maintains  the 
univerfe  in  it's  diftincT:  (late,  quit 
that  form  of  a  bird, and  re-aflume  that 
which  thou  haft  received  from  thy 
Creator.* 

The  words  were  fcarce  out  of  the 
queen's  mouth,  but,  initead  of  a  bird, 
the  king  faw  a  young  prince  of  good 
fhape,  air,  and  mien.  King  Beder  im- 
mediately fell  on  his  knees,  and  thanked 
God  for  the  mercy  that  had  been  be- 
ftowtd  upon  him.  Then  he  took  the 
king's  hand,  who  helped  him  up,  and 
kiffed  it  as  a  token  of  his  acknowledg- 
ment; but  the  king  embraced  him  with 
a  great  deal  of  joy,  and  teftifitid  to  him 
the  great  fatisfaftion  he  had  to  fee  him. 
He  would  then  have  paid  his  acknow- 
ledgments to  the  queen,  but  (he  was  al- 
ready retired  to  her  apartment.  The 
king  made  him  fit  at  the  table  with  him  j 
and,  after  fupper  was  over,  he  prayed 
him  to  relate  to  him  how  the  Princefs 
Giauhara  had  had  the  inhumanity  to 
transform  into  a  bird  fo  agreeable  and 
amiable  a  prince  as  he  was;  and  the 
King  of  Perfia  immediately  applied 
himfelf  to  fatisfy  him.  When  he  had 
done,  the  king,  difdaining  the  proceed- 
ing of  the  princefs,  could  not  help 
blaming  her.  '  It  was  commendable,* 
faid  he,  '  in  the  Princefs  of  Samandal, 

'  not 
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not  to  be  infenfihle  of  the  king  her 
father's  ill-treatment;  but  to  carry 
her  vengeance  fo  far,  and  efpecially 
againft  one  who  was  not  culpable, 
was  by  no  means  to  be  excufed,  and 
(he  will  never  be  able  to  juftify  her- 
felf.     But  let  us  have  done  with  this 
difcourfe;  and  tell  me,  I  befeech  you, 
in  what  1  can  farther  ferve  you.' 
'  Sir,'  anfwered  King  Beder,  «  my 
obligation  to  your  majefty  has  been 
fo  great,  that  I  ought  to  remain  with 
you  all  my  life- time  to  teftify  my  ac- 
knowledgments: but  fince  your  ma- 
jefty  has  fet  no  limits  to  your  genero- 
lity,   I  humbly  entreat  you  to  grant 
me  one  of  your  (hips  to  tranfport  me 
to  Perfia;  where  I  fear  my  abfence, 
which   has  been  but  too  long,  may 
have  occalioned  fome  diforder;  and, 
moreover,  that  the  queen  my  mother, 
from  whom   I  concealed   my  depar- 
ture, may  be  dead  of  grief,  under  the 
uncertainty  (he  muft  needs  be  of  my 
life  or  of  my  death.* 
The  king  granted  what  he  defired 
with  all  the  good-will  imaginable ;  and 
immediately  gave  orders  for  equipping 
one  of  the  largeft  (hips,  and  belt  failers, 
in  all  his  numerous  fleet.     The  (hip 
was  foon  furnifhed  with  all  it's  comple- 
ment of  men,  provifions,  and  ammuni- 
tion j  and,  loon   as   the  wind   became 
fair,  King  Beder  embarked,  after  hav- 
ing taken  leave  of  the  king,  and  thank- 
ed him  for  all  his  favours. 

The  (hip  failed  before  the  wind  for 
ten  days  together,  which  made  it  ad- 
vance confiderably.  The  eleventh  day 
the  wind  changed,  and  becoming  very 
violent,  there  followed  a  furious  tem- 
peft.  The  Ihip  was  not  only  driven 
out  of  it's  courfe,  but  fo  grievoufly  agi- 
tated, that  all  it's  mafts  were  brought 
by  the  board;  and,  driving  along  at  the 
pleafure  of  the  wind,  it  at  length  ftruck 
againft  a  rock,  and  bulged. 

The  greateft  part  of  the  people  were 
drowned;  though  fome  few  were  faved 
by  fwi mining,  and  others  by  getting  on 
pieces  of  the  wreck.  King  Beder  was 
one  of  the  laft;  when,  after  having  been 
tofled  about  for  fome  time,  under  great 
uncertainty  of  his  fate,  he  at  length 
perceived  himfelf  near  the  more,  and 
not  far  from  a  city  that  feemed  large. 
He  ufed  his  utmoft  endeavours  to  reach 
the  land  ;  and  was  at  length  fo  fortu- 
nate to  comefo  near  it,  as  to  be  able  to 
touch  the  ground  with  his  feet.  He 


then  immediately  abandoned  his  piece 
of  wood,  which  had  been  of  fo  great 
fervice  to  him:  but  when  he  came  pretty 
near  the  more,  he  was  greatly  furprized 
to  fee  horfes,  camels,  mules,  afles,  oxen, 
cows,  bulls,  and  other  animals,  croud- 
ing  towards  the  fhore,  and  putting 
themfelves  in  a  pofture  to  oppofe  his 
landing.  He  had  all  the  difficulty  in 
the  world  to  conquer  their  obftinacy, 
and  force  his  way,  but  at  length  he  did 
it;  which,  when  done,  helheltered  him- 
felf among  the  rocks,  til)  fuch  time  as 
he  had  recovered  his  breaih,  and  dried 
his  cloaths  in  the  fun. 

When  the  prince  advanced  to  enter 
the  city,  he  met  with  the  fame  oppofi- 
tion  from  thefe  animals;  who  feemed  to 
intend  to  make  him  forego  his  defign, 
and  give  him  to  underltand  that  it  was 
dangerous  to  proceed. 

King  Beder,  however,  got  into  the 
city  foon  after,  and  faw  many  fair  and 
fpacious  ftreets;  but  was  furprized  to 
find  never  a  man  there.  This  made  him 
think  it  was  not  without  caufe  that  fa 
many  animals  had  oppofed  his  pafiage. 
Going  forward,  neverthelefs,  he  ob- 
ferved  divers  (hops  open,  which  gave 
him  reafon  to  believe  tiie  place  was  not 
deftitute  of  inhabitants,  as  he  imagined. 
He  approached  one  of  thefe  (hops,  where 
feveral  forts  of  fruits  were  expofed  to 
fale,  andfaluted  very  courteoufly  an  old 
man  who  was  fitting  there. 

The  old  man,  who  was  bufy  about 
fomething,  fuddenly  lifted  up  his  headj 
and  feeing  a  youth  who  (hewed  Ibme 
grandeur  in  his  air,  Itarted,  and  alked 
him  whence  he  came,  and  what  bufmefs 
had  brought  him  thither.     King  Beder 
fatitfied him  in  a  fewwords;  and  theold 
man  farther  alked  him  if  he  had  met 
any  body  on  the  road.     {  You  are  the 
*  firft  perfon  I  havefeen,'  anfwered  the 
king;  *  and  I  cannot  comprehend  how 
fo  fine  and  large  a  city  comes  to  be 
without  inhabitants.' — '  Come    in, 
Sir;  ftayno  longer  upon  the  threshold,* 
replied  the  old  man,  (  or  peradventure 
ibme  misfortune  may  happen  to  you. 
I  will  fatisfy  your  curiolity   at  lei- 
fure,  and  give  you  a  reafon  why  it  is 
neceflary  you  ihould  take  this  pre- 
caution.' 

King  Beder  would  not  be  bid  twice; 
he  entered  the  (hop,  and  fat  himfelf 
down  by  theold  man.  The  old  man, 
who  had  leamed  fr  m  him  an  account 
of  his  misfortunes,  knew  he  muft  needs 
3  D  a  want 
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wart  nourifhment,  therefore  immedi- 
ately   prefented    him    with    what   was 
ne^L      rv   .o*  recover  his  fuirvs:     and 
although  King  Beder    was    very  ear- 
ned to   know   v-' ';;••:  he  gave    him  that 
precaution  befor    .. 
he  would   neverthelefs  not  fc 
tipon  to  tell  him  anv, thing  tiil  he  h .,  i 


clone  eating    for   iear    the  fad   ;: 
he  had  to  relate  might  baulk  hi;; . 
tite.     In  a   word,  when  he  found  ne 
eat  no  l-.nger.  he  faid  to  him — 'You 

*  have    great    reafon    to    thank    God 
'  you  got  hither  without    any  ill   ac- 

*  cident.' — c  Alas!  why  ?'  rep!;cd  King 
Beder,      very     much     furpuzed     and 
alarmed. 

«rBecaufe,'  anfwered'he,  'fh is  city  is 
the  city  oi  enchantments,  and  govern- 
ed not  by  a  king-,  but  u  qoecu,  who 
is  not  only  one  of  the  iineit  w.;. 
her  lex,  but  likewifea  dangerous  101 - 
cerefs.  You  will  be  convnutd  of 
this,'  added  he,  *  when  you  come  to 
know  that  thefe  horfes,  mules,  and 
other  animals  that  you  luvefeen,  are 
fo  many  men  like  you  and  me,  whom 
(he  has  transformed  by  her  diabolical 
art.  And  for  young  «nen  like  you 
only,  that  come  to  enter  into  the  city, 
fhe  has  hired  iervants  to  ttof.,  and 
bring  them,  either  by  good-will  or 
.force,  before  her.  She  receives  them 
'with  all  the  feeming  civility  in  the 
world;  me  cnrefTes  them,  me 'treats 
and  lodges  them  magnificently,  and 
gives  them  fo  manyreafons  to  believe 
that  fhe  loves  them,  that  they  think 
they  cannot  be  miftaken.  But  me  dees 
not  fuffer  them  to  enjoy  long  this 
happinefs.  Not  one  of  them  but  fiie 
has  transformed  into  fome  animal 
or  bird,  within  the  fpace  of  forty 
days.  You  told  me  fome  animals 
prefented  themfelves  to  oppofe  your 
landing,  and  hinder  your  entering  the 
cityj  and  I  inuft  now  tell  you  they 
were  your  friends,  and  what  they  did 
was  to  make  you  comprehend  the 
danger  you  were  going  to  espofeyour- 
felfto.' 

This  account  afflicted  exceedingly 
the  young  king  of  Pufia:  'Alas, 'cried 
he  out  alcu(i,  '  to  what  extremities  has" 


my 


ill    fortune   reduced   me  !  I   am 


«  hardly  freed  from  one  enchantment, 
«  which  I  look  back  upon  with  horror, 
«  but  I  incur  another  much  more  terri- 
«  ble  to  me.'  This  gave  h*im  occafion 
to  relate  his  ftor}  tq  the  old  man  much 


more  at  length,  and  to  acquaint  him  of 
his  birth,  qualify,  his  pallion  for  the 
Princefs  of  Samandal,  and  her  cruelty 
in  changing  him  into  a  bird  C!H  very 
moment  he  came  to  feu  and  declare 
his  love  to  HT. 

Whenti'  .:  to  that  p.)fTige, 

where  he  fp.ik.fc  of  his  good  fortune  in 
finding  a  queen  who  broke  the  enchant- 
ment,  the  old  man  faid  to  him — <Not- 
withn-.mdir.g  all   I   have  tol*i  you  of 
the  magick  queen  bf-;  true,  that  cught 
not   to  give  yon    the   lealt    difq,,ier, 
fince  I  an- gem  rally  beloved  through- 
cut  rhe  c  rv.  and  am   not  eve-:    un- 
known to  th    oueen  ijerfelf,  v.-'io  has 
no  fmall  refpr:;.;i   for  me;  therefore  it 
ii'  peculiar  happir.eis    to  ad- 
dreia  yourfelf  to  n.e  rather  than  el(e- 
Youare  fee  we  in  my  houfe, 
o  continue,  if  you 
.t;  aud,  provided  you  do  not 
Itray  from   hence,  I  dare  affiire  you, 
you  \villxhave  no  jull  caufe  to  com- 
plain of  my   breach  of  faith  ;   fo  tliat 
you  sre  under  no  fort   of  conftraint 
whntfoever.' 

King-  Beder  thanked  the  old  man  for 
his  kind  reception  of  him,  and  the  pro- 
tecYion  he  was  pieukd  to  afford  hiiji. 
Then  he^at  down  at  the  entrance  into 
the  (hop,  where  he  no  foontr  appeared, 
but  his  ycnith  aiv..  .  drew  the 

eyes  of  all  that  paffed  that  way  on  him. 
M.ny  (topped  an;i  comniiaiented  the 
old  man,  on  his  having  fo  fine  a  flave, 
as  they  imagined  the  king  to  be  ;  ami 
they  could  not  comprehend  how  fo 
beautiful  a  youth  could  efcape  tha 
queen's  knowledge.  'Believe  not,'  faid 
the  old  man,  *  this  is  a  fhive:  you  all 
'  know  that  I  am  not  rich  enough  to 
'  have  one  of  his  confequence.  He  is 
'  my  nephew,  fon  of  a  brother  of  mine 

*  that  is  dead;  and  as  I  had  no  children 

*  of  my  own,  I   fent  for  him  to  keep 
'  me  company.'     They   all  congratu- 
lated his  good    fortune,    in  having  fo 
fine  a  young    man   for   his   relation; 
but  withal   told    him,  they   feared  the 
queen    would    take    him    from    him, 

*  You  know  her  well,1  faid  they  to  him ; 
'  and  you  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the 
'  danger  you  expofe  yourfclf  and  ne- 

<  phew  to,  after  all  the  examples  you 
'  have  feen  of  the  kind.     How  grieved 

*  would  you  be,  if  Ihe  (hould  ferveyou 

<  as  me  has  done  fo  many  others  ?' 

«  I  am  obliged  to  you,  gentlemen,* 

implied  the  old  man,   '  for  your  good-i 

.«  v/iU 
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will   towards  me,  and   I  thank  you 

for  the  care  you  it-em  to  take  of  my 

interelt;  but  I   fliall  never  entertain 

the  leaft  thought  that  the  queen  will 

do  me  any  injury,  after  all  the  kind- 

nefs  fhe  has  profeffed  for  me.   In'  cafe 

file  happens    to    hear  of  this  young 

man,  and    fpeaks  to  me  about   him, 

I  doubt  not  (he  will  be  contented  to 

excufe  him,  fo  foon  as  (he  comes  to 

knowJie  is  my  nephew.' 

The  old  man  was  exceedingly  glad 
to  hear  the  commendationsthey  beftow- 
ed  on  the  young  King  of  Perfia.  He 
was  as  much  aftecled  with  them  as  if 
he  had  been  his  cwn  fon,  and  he  con- 
ceived fuch  a  kindnefs  for  him,  as  aug- 
mented every  day  during  the  ftay  he 
made  with  him.  They  lived  about  a 
month  tog-'tiitr,  wh-:i  King  Beder  fit- 
ting at  the  (hop-door,  after  his  ordinary 
manner,Qucen  Labe  (Co  was  thismagick 
queen's  name)  happened  to  come  by 
•with  great  pomp.  The  young  kin^r.o 
fooner  perceived  the  guards  coming, 
who  marched  before  her,  but  he  a  roll-; 
and,  going  into  the  (hop,  aficed  the  old 
man  what  all  that  (how  mennt.  <The 
'  queen  is  coming  by,'  anlwered  he; 
«  but  ftand  you  (till,  and  fear  nothing.' 

The  queen's  guards,  cloathed  in  pur- 
ple, and  well  armed  and  mounted, 
marched  in  four  files,  with  their  fabres 
drawn,  to  the  number  of  a  thoufand, 
and  not  one  of  their  officers  but,  as 
they  pa  fled  by  the  (hop,  faluted  the  old 
man.  Then  followed  a  like  number 
of  eunuchs,  habited  in  brocaded  (ilk, 
and  better  mounted,  whofe  officers  did 
the  old  man  the  like  honours.  Next 
came  as  many  young  ladies  on  foot,, 
equally  beautiful,  richly  drefted,  and 
fet  off  with  precious  (tones.  They 
marched  gravely  with  half  pikes  in 
their  hands;  and  in  the  midft  of  them 
appeared  QJjeen  Labe,  on  a  horfe  all 
glittering  with  diamonds,  with  a  gold- 
en faddle,  and  a  hoofing  of  ineftima- 
ble  price.  All  the  young  ladies  faluted 
the  old  man,  as  they  parted  by  him; 
and  the  qvreen,  moved  with  the  good 
mien  of  King  Beder,  (topped  as  foon 
as  (he  came  over-againft  the  (hop. 
'  Abdallah,'  (fo  was  the  old  man's 
name)  laid  (he  ro  him,  '  tell  me,  I  be- 

*  feech  tju-e,   does   that  beautiful   and 
'  charming  (lave  belong  to  thee  ?  Aj\d 

*  is  it  long  that  thou  haft  been  in  pof- 

*  ieffion  of  him  ?' 

Abdallnh,  before  he  anfwered  the 
queen,  threw  himfelf  on  the  ground 5 


and,  rifi'i-j -i-'-iin.  Paid— '  Mad^rn.  it  is 

*  m".  nephew,  fon   of  a  brother  I  had, 
'  w  -o  has    been  dead  for  fome  time. 

*  Having  no  children,  I  look  upon  him 
'  as  my  fon,  and  lent  for  him  to  come 

*  and  comfort  me,  intending  to  leave 
(  him  what  I  have  when  I  die.' 

Queen  Labe,  who  had  never  yetfeen 
any  one  that  pleafed  her  fo  well  as 
King  Beder,  and  who  began  to  con- 
ceive a  mighty  pafiion  for  htm,  thought 
immediately  of  getting  the  old  man  to 
abandon  him  to  her.  '  Father,' quoth, 
me,  'will  not  you  oblige  me  fo  far  as 
'  to  make  me  a  prefent  of  this  you  no* 

*  man  ?   Do  not  refufe   me;   I  conjure 
«  you;  and  I  (wear  by  the  fire  and  the 

*  light,  I  will  make  him  as  great  and 

*  powerful  as  ever  private  man  was  in 
'  the  world!     Although  my  defign  be 

*  to  do  evil  to  all  rhankind,  yet  he  /hall 

*  be  the  fole  exception.   I  truft  you  will 

*  grant  me  what  I  defire,  more  on  the 
'  account  of  the  friendfhip  you   have 

*  for  me,  than  the  efteem  I  always  had, 
1  and  (hall  ever  have,  for  your  perfon.* 

«  Madam,'  replied  the  good  Abdal- 
lab,  '  I  am  infinitely  obliged  to  your 
'  majefty  for  all  the  kindneisyou  have 
'  for  me,  and  the  honours  you  propofe 
'  to  do  my  nephew.  He  is  not  worthy 
'  to  approach  fo  great  a  queen;  and  I 
'  humbly  befeech  your  majefty  to  ex- 

*  cufe  him.' 

'  Abdallah,'  replied  the  queen,  *Iall 
'  along  flattered  myfelf  you  loved  me, 

*  and  1  could  never  have  a  thought  you 
'  would  have  given  me  fo  evident  a 
'  token  of  your  (lighting  my  requeft. 
«  But  I  herefwear  once  more,  by  the 

*  fire  and  light,    and  even  by  whatfo- 
c  ever  is  moil  facred  in  my  religion, 
«  that  I  will  pafs  on    no  farther  till  I 
'  have  conquered  thy  obftinacy!  I  un- 
'  derftand  very  well  what  raifes   fears 
'  in  thee  ;  but  I  here  promife,  thatthou 
'  (halt  never  have  any  occafion  to  re*- 
'  pent  thy  having  trufted  me.' 

Old  Abdallah  was  exceedingly  griev- 
ed in  relation  to  King  Beder  and  him- 
felf, for    being  in  a  manner  forced  to 
obey  the  queen.      *  Madam,'  therefore 
replied  he,  'I  would  not  willingly  have 
your  majefty  have  an  ill  opinion  of 
the  fincere  refpecl:  I  have  for  you,  but 
would  always  contribute  whatever  I 
can  do  to  oblige  you.  I  put  an  entire 
confidence  in  your  royal  word,  and  I 
do  not  in  the  lea  ft  doubt  but  you  will 
keep  it.     I  only  beg  of  your  majefty 
to  delay  doing  this  great  honour  to 
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'  my  nephew  till  you  ftiall  again  pafs 
•  by  this  way/ — '  That  (hall  be  to- 
•' morrow,*  quoth  the  queen;  and  fo 
faying,  (he  inclined  her  head  as  a  token 
of  her  being  uleafed,  and  fo  went  for- 
ward towards  her  palace. 

When  Queen  Labe  and  all  her  attend- 
ants were  out  ot  fight,  the  good  Abdal-- 
Jab  faid  to  King  Beder — '  Son,'  for  fo 
be  was  wont  to  call  him,  for  fear  of  fome 
time  or  other  betraying  himfelf  in  pub- 
lick,  '  it  has  not  been  in  my  power,  as 
you  may  have  obferved,  to  refufe  the 
queen  what  (he  demanded  of  me  with 
fo  great   earneftnefc,    to    the   end   I 
mij'ht  not  force  her  to  the  extremity 
ofemployingher  msgickboth  againft 
yon  and  mvieif.     But  I  have  fome 
reafon    to  believe    fne  will    ufe   you 
well,  as  Hie  prom i fed,  on  account  of 
that  particular  efteerh  (he  profefles  for 
me.     This  you  irsay  have  feen  by  the 
refpeft  both  fhe  and  ail  her  court  paid 
me.     She  would  be  a  curfed  creature 
indeed,  if  fhe  (hould  deceive  tnej  but 
in  cafe  fhe  mould,  fne  (hall  not  de- 
ceive me  unrevenged,  for  I  know  how 
to  be  even  with  her.* 
All  ttu-fe  affiirances,  which  appear- 
ed very  doubtful,  were  not  fufficientto 
ihpport  King  Beder's  fpirits.    'After 
all  you  have  told  me  of  this  queen's 
wickednefs,'  replied  he, '  you  cannot 
wonder  if  I  am  fomewhat  fearful  to 
approach  her:  I   mould,  it  may  be, 
fli.;ht  all  you  could   tell  me  of  her, 
and  fufFer  myfelf  to  be  dazzled  by  the 
1-uftre  of  grandeur  thatfurrounds  her, 
if  I  hod  not  already  been  at  the  mercy 
of  a  forcerefs.  The  condition  I  was  in, 
through  the  enchantment  of  the  Prin- 
cefs   Giauhara,  and  from   whence  I 
was  delivered  only  to  enter  anew  into 
another,  has  made  me  to  look  upon 
fuch  a  fate  with  horror.'     His  tears 
hindered  him   from  going  on   any  far- 
ther,   and     fufficiently    (hewed     with 
what  repugnance    he    beheld    himfelf 
in  a  manner  under  a  fatal  neceffity  of 
being  delivered  to  Queen  tahe. 

'  Son,'  replied  old  Abdallah,  '  do  not 
afflicl  yourfelf;  for  though  I  mult 
own  there  is  no  great  ftrefs  to  be  laid 
upon  the  oaths  and  promifes  of  fo  per- 
fidious a  queen,  yet  I  muft  withal  ac- 
quaint you,  her  power  extends  no 
farther  than  I  am  pleafed  to  permit  it: 
fbj  knows  it  full  well  herfelf;  and 
that  is  the  reafon,  and  no  other,  that 
(he  pays  me  fo  great  refpeft.  I  can 
quickly  hinder  her  from  doing  you 


the  leaft  harm,  though  me  fiiouldbe 
perfidious  enough  to  attempt  it.  You 
may  entirely  depend  upon  me;  and, 

Provided  you  follow  exacllythe  advice 
Ihall  give  you  before  I  abandon  you 
to  her,  (he  (hall  have  no  more  power 
over  you  than  me  has  over  me.' 
The  magick  queen  did  not  fail  to  pafs 
by  the  old   man's    (hop    the  next  day, 
with  the  fame  pomp  (lie  had  done  the 
d'-ty  before,  and   Abdallah  waited   for 
her  with  great  refpecl:.    *  Father,'  cried 
(lie,  flopping  juft  againft  him,  'you  may 
judge  of  my  impatience  to  have  your 
nephew    with  me,    by  my  punctual 
coming  to  put  you  in  mind  of  your 
promife.  I  know  you   are  a  man  of 
your  word,  and  I  cannot  think  you 
will  break  it  with  me.' 
Abdallah,  who  fell  on  his  knees  as 
foon  as  he  faw  the  queen  approaching, 
rofeupwhen  (he  had  done  (peaking; 
and   as   her  would   have  nobody   hear 
what  he  had  a  mind  to  fay  to  her,  he 
advanced  with  great  refpeft  as  far  as 
herhorfe's  head,  and  then  faid  foftly — 
Puiflant  queen  !   I  am  perfuaded  your 
majefty  will  not  be  often ded  at  my 
feeming  unwillingnefs   to   truft   my 
nephew  with  you  yefterday,  (inceyou 
cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  reafons  I 
had  for  it.  But  I  conjure  you  to  lay 
afide   the  fecrets  of  that  art,  which 
you  pofTefs  in  fo  wonderful  a  degree. 
I    lefpecT:  my    nephew   as    my  own 
fon  j  and  your  majefty  would  reduce 
me   to    the    utmolt    defpair,  if  you 
fhould  think  fit  to  deal  with  him  as 
you  have  done  with  others.* 
'  I  promife  you  once  more  I  will  not,* 
eplied  the  queen ;  *  and  I  once  more  re- 
peat the  oath  I  made  yetterday,  that 
neither  you  nor   your  nephew  fhall 
have  any  caufe  to  he  offended  at  me. 
I  fee  plainly,' added  (he,  'you  are  not 
yet  well  enough  acquainted  with  me  j 
you  never  faw  me  yet  .but  through  a 
veil:  but,  as  I  find  your  nephew  wor- 
thy of  my  friendfhip,  I  will  (hew  you 
lam  not  any  ways  unworthy  of  his.* 
With  that  fhe  threw  ofF  her  veil,  and 
difcovered   to  King  Beder,   who  came 
near   her  with    Abdallah,  an    incom- 
parable face.      But  King   Beder  was 
little  charmed  :    *  It   is  not  enough,* 
faid  he  within  himfelf,  '  to  be  beau- 
'  tifulj  one's  actions  ought  to  corre- 

*  fpond  in  regularity  with  one's  fea- 

*  tures.' 

Whilft    King    Beder    was    making 
thefe  reflections   with   his   eyes  fixcjd 

on 
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Queen  Labe,  the  old  man  turned 
towards  him;  and,  taking  him  by  the 
arm,  prefented  him  to  her  majefty. 
«  Here  he  is,  Madam,'  faid  he;  'and  I 
'  beg  of  your  majefty  once  more  to 
'  remember  he  is  my  nephew,  and  to 
'  let  him  come  and  fee  me  fometimes.' 
The  queen  promifed  he  ihould  ;  and, 
to  give  a  farther  affurance  of  her 
acknowledgement,  (he  caufed  a  bag  of 
a  thoufand  pieces  of  gold  to  be  given 
him.  He  excufed  himfelf  at  firft  from 
receiving  them,  but  (he  infilled  abfo- 
Jutely  upon  it,  and  he  could  not  re- 
fufe  her.  She  had  caufed  a  horfe  to  be 
brought,  as  richly  harneiTed  and  let  out 
as  her  own,  for  the  King  of  Perfia". 
Whilft  he  was  mounting  him — 'I  for- 
'  got,'  faid  the  queen  to  Abdallah, 

*  to  afk  you  your  nephew's  name;  pray 
'  how  is  he  called?'  He  anfwering  his 
name  was    Beder,    The  Full    Moon, 
her  majefty  replied — '  Sure  yourancef- 
4  tors   were  miftaken;   they  ought  to 

*  have  given  you  the  name  of   Shems, 
<  The  Sun.' 

When  King  Beder  was  mounted,  he 

would  have  taken  his   poft  behind  the 

queen;  but  (he  would  not  fuiFer  him, 

and  made  him  to  ride  on  her  left-hand. 

She  looked  upon  Abdallah;  and  after 

having  made  him  an  inclination  with 

her  head,  (he  fet  forward  on  her  inarch. 

Inftead  of  obferving  a  fatisfaclion  in 

the  people's  faces  at  the  fight  of  their 

fovereign,     King  Beder    took    notice 

that  they  rather  defpifed  and  curfed  her. 

The  forcerefs,"1  hid  fome,  '  has  got  a 

new  fubjeft  to  exercife  her  wicked- 

nefs  upon.  Will  Heaven  never  deliver 

the  world  from  her  tyranny?'— 'Poor 

ftranger!'  cried  out  others,  'thouart 

much  deceived,  if  thou  thinkeft  thine 

happinefs    will   laft   long.      It  is  to 

render  thy  fall    more   terrible,  that 

(he  has  raifed  thee  fo  high.'  This  talk 

gave   King  Beder  to  underftand  fi.b- 

dallah  had  told  him   nothing  but  the 

truth   of  Queen  Labe;  but  as  he  now 

depended  no  longer  on   him,   he   had 

recourfe  to  Divine  Providence  to  free 

him  from  the  danger  he  was  got  into. 

The  magick  queen  arrived  at  her  pa- 
lace, whither  (he  was  no  fooner  come 
but  (he  alighted;  and,  giving  her  hand 
to  King  Beder,  entered  with  him,  ac- 
companied by  her  women  and  the 
officers  of  her  eunuchs.  She  herfelf 
(hewed  him  all  her  apartments,  where 
there  was  nothing  to  be  feen  but  mafiy 
gold,  precious  ftones,  and  furniture  of 


wonderful  magnificence.  Whenfhehad 
carried  him  into  her  clofet,  (he  led  him 
out  into  a  balcony,  from  whence  he 
obferved  a  garden  of  furprizing  beauty. 
King  Beder  commended  all  hefawwirii 
a  great  deal  of  wit;  but  neverthelefs,  fo 
that  he  might  not  be  difcovere^i  to  beany 
other  than  old  AbdallaVs  nephew. 
They  dilcourfed  of  divers  indifferent 
matters,  till  fuch  time  as  news  was 
brought  the  queen  that  dinner  was  upon 
the  table. 

The  queen  and  King  Beder  arofe, 
and  went  to  place  themlelves  at  table, 
which  was  of  pure  ma(fy  gold,  and  ths 
plates  of  the  fame  metal.  They  began 
to  eat.  but  did  not  drink  till  almoft  th« 
denert  came,  when  the  queen  caufed  a 
cup  to  be  filled  with  excellent  wine  : 
llie  took  it,  and  drank  to  King  Se- 
der's health;  and  then  caufmg  it  to 
be  filled  again,  prefented  it  to  him. 
King  Beder  received  it  with  profound 
refpecl,  and  by  a  very  low  bow  flgr.i- 
fied  to  her  majefty,  that  he  likewife 
drank  to  her  health. 

Soon  after,  ten  of  Qpeen  Labe'* 
women  entered  with  mufical  inihu- 
ments,  with  which  and  their  voices  they 
made  an  agreeable  concert  during  the 
wholedrinking;  both  which  were  con- 
tinued till  late  at  night.  At  length 
both  began  fo  to  be  heated  with,  wine, 
that  King  Beder  infenfibly  forgot  he 
had  to  do  with  a  magick  queen,  and 
looked  upon  her  only  as  the fineft  wo- 
man he  ever  law.  As  foon  as  the  queen 
perceived  (lie  had  wrought  him  to  the 
pitch  (he  defired,  fhe  made  a  fign  to 
her  eunuchs  and  women  to  retire. 
They  obeyed,  and  King  Beder  and  (he 
went  and  lay  together  all  night. 

Next  morning,  the  queen  and  King 
Beder  went  to  the  bagnio;  and  as  foon 
as  they  came  out,  the  women  who  had 
ferved  the  king  there,  prefented  him 
with  fine  linen,  and  a  magnificent 
habit.  The  queen  likewife,  who  was 
more  fplendidly  drefled  than  the  day 
before,  came  to  receive  him,  and  they 
went  together  to  her  apartment,  wherp 
they  had  a  good  repaft  brought  them, 
and  fpent  the  remainder  of  the  day  iu, 
walking  and  other  amufements. 

Queen  Labe  treated  King  Beder  after 
this  manner  forty  days,  as  (he  had 
been  accuftomed  to  dp  all  her  lovers. 
The  fortieth  night,  as  they  were  lying 
together,  (he  believing  he  was  really 
afleep,  arofe  without  making  any  noife; 
but  he  was  awake,  and  perceiving  fhe 

had 
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had  feme  defign  upon  him,  watched  all 
her  motions.  Being  up,  fhe  opened  a 
cheft,  from  whence  fhe  took  a  little  box, 
full  of  a  certain  yellow  powder  :  taking 
lome  of  the  powder,  fhe  laid  a  train  of 
it  acrofs  the  chamber,  and  immedi- 
ately flowed  in  a  rivulet  of  water,  to 
tin.  great  aftonifhme-u  of  King  Beder. 
He  trembled  with  fear,  but  rK'l  pie- 
tended  to  deep,  that  he  might  not 
difecver  to  the  forcerefs  he  was  a- 
wake. 

Queen  Labenext  took  up  feme  of  the 
water  in  a  pot,  and  poiued  it  into  a 
bafon,  where  there  was  flour}  with 
•which  (he  made  a  pafte,  and  knead- 
ed it  for  a  long  time:  then  fhe  mixed 
certain  drugs  with  it,  which  fhe 
took  from  different  boxes,  and  made  a 
cake,  and  put  it  into  a  covered  baking- 
pan.  As  ihe  had  taken  care  at  firft  to 
make  a  good  fire,  fhe  took  fome  of  the 
coals,  and  fet  the  pan  upon  them  }  and 
as  the  cake  was  baking,  fhe  put  up  her 
pot  and  boxes  again}  and  at  fhe  pro- 
nouncing of  certain  words,  difmified 
the  rivulet,  which  appeared  no  more. 
\yher.  the  cake  was  baked,  fhe  took  it 
off  the  coals,  and  carried  it  into  her 
clofet,  and  afterwards  returned  to  bed 
again  to  King  Beder,  who  diffembled 
the  matter  fo  well  with  her,  thnt  fhe 
had  not  the  leaft  fufpicion  that  he  knew 
anything  of  what  fhe  had  done. 

King  Beder,  whom  the  pleasures  and 
delights  of  a  court  had  made  to  forget 
his  good  hdft  Abdallahj  began  now  to 
think  of  him  again,  and  believed- he  had 
more  than  ordinary  occafion  for  his  ad- 
vice-at  this  juncture,  fince  he  faw  all 
the  queen  had  done  that  night.     As 
foon  as  he  was  up,,  therefore,  he  ex- 
ported a  great  defire  to  go  and  fee  his 
uncle,  and  begged  of  her  ir,a  jefty  to  per- 
mit him.     «  Alas!    my   dear   Bedtr,' 
cried  the  queen,  'are  you  then  already 
tired,  I  will  not  fay  with  the  plea- 
fures  of  fo  Cupel-fine  a  palace  as  mine 
is,  but  with  the  company  of  a  queen, 
who  loves  you  fo  pafiionately  as  I 
do?' 

'  Great  queen,'  anfwered  King  Be- 
ler,  '  how  can  I  be  tired  with  fo  many 
favours, and  graces  as  your  majefty 
perpetually  heaps  upon  me?  Very 
for  from  that.  I  defire  this  per  mi  f- 
fion,  Madam,  purely  to  go  and  give 
my  uncle  an  account  of  the  mighty 
obligations  I  have  to  your  majefty. 
I  muft  own,  likewiie,  it  is  partly  in 


this  refpeft,  though  my  uncle  loving 
mefo tenderly. as  it  is  very  well  known 
he  does,  and  I  having  been  from  him 
now  forty  days,  without  Ib  much  as 
once  feeing  him,  he  will  Airely  take 
it  very  unkindly  if  I  cannot  afford 
him  one  vifit.' — *  Go,'faid  thequeen  j 
I  confent  to  rt :  but  you  will  not  be 
long-  before  you  return,  if  yu  confi- 
der  I  cannot  poffihly  live  without 
you.'  This  laid,  fhe  ordered  him  a 
fine  horfe,  richly  caparifoned,  and  fo  he 
departed. 

Old  Abdalbh  was  overjoyed  to  fee 

his  de'r  adopted  fon  again,  infomuch 

that,  without  regard  to  his  quality,  he 

embraced  him  heartily,  and  King  Be- 

der  returned  the  like,  that  nobody  might 

doubt  but  that  he  was  his  nephew.  As 

fbon  as  they  were  fat  down — '  Well,' 

faid  Abdallah  to  the  king,   '  how  do 

you  do,  Sir  ?  And  how  have  you  paf- 

ifed  your  time  with  that  infidel  for- 

cerefs  ?' 

'  Hitherto,'  anfwered  King  Beder, 
I  muft  needs  own,  fhe  has  been  ex- 
traordinarily kind  tome,  and  has  done 
all  fhe  could  to  perfuade  me  that  fhe 
loves  me  entirely :  but  lobferved  fome. 
thing  laft  night  which  gives  me  juft 
reaTon  to  fufpecl  that  all  herkindnefs 
hitherto  is  but  dirlirnulation.  Whilft 
fhe  thought  me  afleep,  although  I  was 
really  awake,  fhe  ftole  from  me  with  a 
great  deal  of  precaution,  which  made 
meto  fulnecl  her  intention,  and  there- 
fore I  refolved  to  watch  her.'    Going 
on  with   this  difcourfe,  he  related  to 
Abdallah   after  what  manner  he  had 
fee.n    her   make    the   cake  ;   and    then 
added — *  Hitherto,!  mult  needs  confefs 

*  I  had   almoR  forgot,  not  only  you, 

*  but  all  the  advice  you  gave  me 'con  - 

*  cerning  the  wickednefsof  this  queen. 
'  But  this  laft  aftion  of  hers  gives  me 

*  reafon  to  fear  fhe  neither  intends  to 
'  obferve  any  of  her  oaths  norpromifes. 

*  I  thought  of  you  immediately;  and  I 
'  efteem_myfelf  happy  in  that  I  have 
'  obtained  permifBon  to  come  to  you.* 
— '  You  are  not  deceived  in  this  wicked 
'  queen,'  replied  old  Abdallah,  with 
a  J'mile,  to  fhew  he  did  not  himfelf  be- 
lieve that  fhe  would   obferve  one  word 
Ihe  fpoke,  or  oath  fhe  made:  '  nothing  . 

*  is  capable  to  oblige  a  perfidious  wo- 
'  man  to  mend  her  morals.     But  fear 
c  nothing;  I  have  a  way  to  make  the 
'  mifchief  fhe  intends  you  fall    upon 

*  herfelf.     You  are  become  jealous  in 

'  timej 
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«  -time;  and  you  could  not  have  done 

*  better  than  this,  to  have  recourfe  to 

*  me.     It  is  her  ordinary  pra&ice  to 
«  keep  her  lovers  only  forty  days ;  and, 
«  after  that  time,    intfead  of  fending 

*  them  home,  to  turn  them  into  ani- 

*  mals,  to  ftock  her  forefts  and  parks. 
«  But  I  thought  of  meafures  yeiterday 

*  to  prevent  her  doing  any  harm.  The 
'  earth   has  borne  this   monfter   long 

*  enough,  and  it  is  now  high  time  (he 
'  ftiould  be  ferved  as  fhe  deferves.' 

So  faying,- Abdallah  put  two  cakes 
into  King  Beder's  hands,  bidding  him 
keep  them  to  make  ufe  of  as  he  ihould 
direct.  *  You  told  me,'  continued  he, 
'  that  the  foicerefs  made  a  cake  laft 
'  night:  it  was  for  you  to  eat,  depend 

*  upon  it}  but  take  great  care  you  do 
'  not  touch  it.     Neverthelefs,  do  not 
'  refufe  to  receive  it  when  (he  offers  it 

*  you;  but,  inftead  of  taftingit,  break 
'  off  part  of  one  of  the  two  I  (hall  give 

*  you  unobferved,  and  eat  that.     As 
«  foon  as  (he  thinks  you  have  fwal- 

*  lowed  it,  (lie  will  not  fail  to  attempt 
'  transforming  you  into  fome  animal, 

*  but  fhe  (hall  not  fucceed;  which  when 
'  fhe  fees,  fhe  will  immediately  turn 
'  the  thing  to  pleafantry,   as  if  what 
'  fhe  had  done  was  only  to  frighten 
'  you;  but  fhe  will  conceal  a  mortal 
'  averfion  in  her  heart,  and  think  her 

*  having  failed  proceeded  only  from  the 
'  want  of  fomething  in  the  compofi- 
'  tion  of  her  cake.     As  for  the  cake 

*  fhe   made,  and   which  fhe  will  not 
'  know  to  be  her  own,  you  fhall  make 
'  a  prefent  of  it  to  her,  and  prefs  her 
'  to  eat  itj  which  flie  will  not  refufe  to 
'  do,  if  it  were  only  to  convince  you 
'  that  fhe  does  not  miftruft  you,  though 

*  fhe  has  given  you  fo  much  reafon  to 

*  miftruft  her.     When  fhe  has  quite 
'  eaten  it,   take  a  little  water  in  the 
c  hollow  of  your  hand,  and,  throwing 

*  it  in  her  face,  fay-r-"  Quit  that  form 
"  you  noyv  wear,  and  take  that  of  fuch 
"  an  animal,"  as  you  fhall  think  fit; 
'  whichdone,come  to  me  with  the  ani- 
'  mal,  and   I  will  tell  you  what  you 

*  /hall  do  afterwards.' 

King  Beder  made  all  poffible  ac- 
knowledgments to  old  Abdallah,  for 
the  great  obligations  he  had  to  him  for 
defending  him  from  the  wiles  of  a  pef- 
tilent  forcerefs, who  fought  to  ruin  him; 
and  after  fome  little  difcourfe,  took. 
his  leave  of  him,  and  returned  to  the 
palace.  Upon  his  arrival,  he  under- 


ftood  that  the  queen  waited  for  him 
with  great  impatience  in  the  garden. 
He  went  to  pay  his  re/peels  to  her;  and 
fhe  no  fooner  perceived  him,  than  fhe 
came  in  great  hafte  to  meet  him.  *  My* 
dear  Beder,'  f  ud  fhe,  « it  is  faid,  with 
a  great  deal  of  reafon,  that  nothing 
moves  more  the  force  and  excefs  of 
love  than  abfence  from  the  obje<Sl  be- 
loved.    I  have  had   no  quiet  fince  I 
faw  you,  and  the  minutes  I  have  been 
feparated  from  you   have  feemed  fo 
many  ages  :  nay,  if  you  had  ftaid  ever 
fo  little  longer,  I  was  preparing  to 
come  and  fetch  you  once  more  to  my 
arms.' 

*  Madam,'  replied  King  Beder,  '  I 

can  affure  your  majefty,  I  have  not 

been  under  lefs  difquietude  on  your 

account;  but  I  could  not  refufe  to 

ftay  a  little  longer  than  ordinary  with 

an  uncle  who   loved  me  fo  dearly, 

and  had  not  feen  me  for  fo  long  a 

while.     He  would  have  kept  me  ftill 

longer;  but  I  tore  myfelf  away  from 

him,  to  come  and  pay  my  vows  where 

they  are  fo  much  due.     Of  all   the 

collations  he  prepared  for  me,  I  have 

only  brought  away  this  cake,  which 

I  defire  your  majefty  to  accept  of.' 

King  Beder  having  wrapped  up  one  of 

the  two  cakes  in  a  handkerchief  very 

neatly,  took  it  out,  and  prefented  it  to 

the  queen,  faying — 'I  beg  your  majefty 

«  to  accept  of  it,  though  itbefo  incon- 

'  fiderable  a  prefent.' 

'  I  do  accept  of  it  with  all  my  heart,* 
replied  the  queen,  receiving  it,  '  and 
'  will  eat  it  chearfully  for  yours  and 
«  your  good  uncle's  lake;  but,  before 

*  I  tafte  of  it,  I  defire  you  will  eat  a, 

*  piece  of  mine,  which  I  have  made  for 

*  you    during   your   abfence.' — '  Fair 

*  queen,'  anfwt-red    Kmg   Beder,  re- 
ceiving   it   with  great   refpeft,  '  fuch 
'  hands  as  your   majefty's  can  never 

*  make  any  thing  but  what  is  excel* 
'  lent,  and  the  favour  hereby  done  me 
'  will  exaft  an   eternal   acknowledg- 

*  ment.' 

King  Beder  then  fubftituted  in  the 
place  of  the  queen's  cake  the  other 
which  old  Abdallah  had  given  himj 
and,  having  broken  off  a  piece,  he  put 
it  in  his  mouth,  and  cried,  while  he  was 
easing— rl  Ah,  queen!  I  never  tafted  any 

*  thing  fo  charming  in  my  life.'  They 
being  near  acafcade,  the  forcerefs  fee- 
ing him  fwallow  one  bit  of  the  cake, 
and  ready  to  eat  another,  took  a  little 

,E  water 
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\vater  in  the  palm  of  her  hand,  and 
throwing  it  in  the  king's  face,  faid— 
'  Wretch!  quit  that  form  of  a  man 

<  which  thou  beareft,  and  take  that  of  a 
«  vile  horfe,  lame  and  blind.' 

Thefe  words  not  having  the  defired 
effect,  the  forcerefs  was  ftrangely  fur- 
prized  to  find  King  Beder  ftill  in  the 
fame  form,  and  that  he  only  ftarted,  be- 
ing  a  little  frightened.  Blumes  came 
fuddenly  into  her  checks  ;  and,  as  (he 
fa-w  fhe  had  mifled  her  aim — '  Dear 

*  Beder,'  cried  /he,  '  this  is  nothing  ; 
«  recover    thyfelf.      I  did.  not  intend 

*  thee  any  harm  ;  what  I  did  was  only 

<  to   fee  what  thou  wouldeft   fay.     I 

<  (hould  bethe  moft  miferable  and  exe- 

<  crable  of  women,  {hould  I  attempt 

*  aught   againft  thy  tranquillity;    I  do 
«  not  only  fay  after  all  the  oaths  I  have 
'  made  to  the  contrary,  but  even  after 

*  fo  many  teftimonies  of  love  as  I  have 

*  given  thee.' 

«  Puiflant  queen,'  replied  King  Be- 
der, *  however  well  fatisfied  I  were  that 

*  what  your  majefty  did  was  only  to 

<  divert  yourfelf,  yet  I  could  not  help 

<  beinga  little  frightened  with  the  fur- 

*  prize.     Alfo,  what  could  hinder  me 
c  from  being  a  little  moved  at  the  pro- 

*  nouncing  of  fuch  terrible  words  as 

*  are  capable  of  making  fo  ftrange  a 

*  transformation?  But,  Madam,'  con- 
tinted   he,  *  let  us  fet  afide  this  dif- 

*  courfe;  and  fince  I  have  eaten  of  your 

*  cake,  I  defire  you  would  do  me  the 
«  like  favour,  by  tailing  of  mine.' 

Queen  Labe,  who  could  not  better 
juftiry  herfelf  than  by  putting  this  con- 
fidence in  the  King  of  Perfia,  broke 
off  a  piece  of  his  cake,  and  eat  it; 
which  me  had  no  fooner  done,  than  (he 
appeared  much  troubled,  and  remained 
as  it  were  motionlefs.  King  Beder, 
feeing  his  time,  took  water  out  of  the 
fame  bafon  (he  had  done;  and,  throw- 
ing it  in  her  face,  cried — '  Abominable 

*  forcerefs!  quit  that  form  of  a  woman, 
'  and  be  turned  inftantly  into  a  mare.' 

The  fame  inftant  Queen  Labe  was 
transformed  into  a  very  beautiful  mare; 
and  (he  was  fo  concerned  to  find  her- 
felf in  that  condition,  that  (he  (lied 
tears  in  great  abundance;  which,  per- 
haps, no  mare  before  had  ever  been 
known  to  do.  She  bowed  her  head 
with  great  obeifance  to  King  Beder, 
thinking  to  move  him  to  compaiTion; 
^>ut  though  he  could  have  been  fo 
poved,  it  was  abfolutety  out  of  his 


power  to  repair  the  damage  he  had  done 
her.  He  led  her  then  into  the  ftable 
belonging  to  the  palace,  and  put  her 
into  the  hands  of  the  groom,  to  bridle 
and  faddle  her;  but  of  all  the  bridles  he 
tried  upon  her,  not  one  would  fit  her. 
This  made  him  caufe  two  ho^rfes  to  be 
faddled,  one  for  the  groom,  and  the 
other  for  himfelf;  and  the  groom  led  the 
mare  after  him  to  old  Abdallah's. 

Abdallah  feeing  King  Beder  coming 
with  the  mare  at  a  diitance,  doubted 
not  but  he  had  dons  what  he  advifed 
him.     *  Curfed  forcerefs  1*  faid  he  im- 
mediately   to   himfelf,  very   joyfully, 
'  Heaven  ha»  at  length  punimed  thee 
f  as    thou    deferveft!'      King    Beder 
alighted  at  Abdallah's  door,  and  en- 
tered with  him    into   the    (hop,    em- 
bracing and  thanking  him  for  all  the 
fignal  fervices  he  had  done  him.     He 
related  to  him  the  whole  matter,  with 
all  it's  cicurnftances ;  and  moreover  told 
him,  he  could  find  no  bridle  fit  for  the 
mare.     Abdallah  found  one  that  fitted 
exactly ;  and,  as  foon  as  King  Beder 
had  fent  back  the  groom,  he  faid  to  him 
— '  My  lord,  you  have  no  reafon  to 
ftay  any  longer  in  thi?  city;  take  the 
mare,  mount  her,  and  return  to  your 
kingdom.      I  have  but  one    thing 
more  to  recommend  to  you;  and  that 
is,  if  you  (hould  ever  happen  to  part 
with  the  mare,  be  fure  to  deliver  her 
bridle.'     King  Beder  promifed  toob- 
ferve  all  his  commands,  and  this  efpe- 
cially;  and  fo  having  taken  leave  of 
the  good  old  man,  he  departed. 

The  young  King  of  Perfia  no  fooner 
got  out  of  the  city,  than  he  began  to 
reflect  on  the  deliverance  he  had  met, 
and  to  rejoice  that  he  had  the  forcerefs 
in  his  power  who  had  given  him  fo 
much  caufe  to  tremble.  Three  days 
after  he  arrived  at  a  great  city;  where, 
entering  the  fuburbs,  he  met  a  vene- 
rable old  man  coming  walking  on  foot 
towards  a  pleafure-houfe  he  had  hard 
by,  '  Sir,'  faid  the  old  man  to  him, 
flopping,  *  may  I  prefume  toafk  from 
*  what  part  of  the  world  you  come  ?' 
The  king  (topped  to  fatisfy  him;  and 
as  they  were  difcourfing  together,  an 
old  woman  chanced  to  come  by,  who 
(topping  likewife,  wept  and  fighed  bit- 
terly at  the  fight  of  the  mare. 

King  Beder  and  the  old  man  left  off 
difcourfing  to  look  on  the  old  woman, 
whom  the  king  a(ked  what  caufe  (he  had 
to  lament  fo-much.     *  Alas,  Sir,'  re- 
plied 
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plied  (he,  «  it  is  becaufe  your  mare  re- 
«  fembles  fo  pei  feftly  one  that  my  fon 
«  had,  and  which  I  ftill  mourn  the  lofs 

*  of  on  his  account,  and  (hould  think 
'  yours    were   the   fame,     did   I    not 

*  know  that  (he  was  dead.    Sell  her  to 
<  me,  I  befeech  you ;    I  will  give  you 
'  even  more  tjian  (he  is  worth,  for  the 
«  fake  of  the  perlbn  who  once  owned 
/  her  likenefs.1 

'  Good  woman,'  replied  King  Be- 
der, «  I  am  heartily  forry  that  I  cannot 
«  comply  with  your  requeft:  my  mare 

*  is  not  to  be  fold.1 — '  Alas,  Sir !'  con- 
tinued the  old  woman,  '  do  not  refufe 

*  me  this  favour,  for  the  love  of  God  ! 
'  I  conjure  you  to  it  out  of  pure  cha- 
'  rity,  fmce  my  fon  and  I  (hall  certainly 
«  die  with  grief  if  you  do  not  grant  it.' 
— *  Good  mother,'    replied  the  king, 
«  I  would  grant  it  with  all  my  heart, 
'  if  I  were  dii  poled  to  part  with  fo  good 

*  a  beaft  ;  but,  if  I  were  fo  difpofed,  I 
'  believe  you  would  hardly  give  athou- 
'  fand  pieces  of  gold  for  her,  which  is 
'  the  loweft  price  I  (hall  ever  pat  upon 
'  her.' — '  Why  mould  I  not  give  fo 
'  much?'  replied  the  old  woman.  *  If 
'  that  be  the  loweft  price,    you  need 
'  only  fay  you  will  take  it,  and  I  will 
«  fetch  you  the  money.' 

King  Beder,  feeing  the  old  woman 
fo  poorly  drefled,  could  not  imagine 
(he  could  find  the  money;  therefore,  to 
try  her,  he  faid,  not  thinking  to  part 
with  his  mare  for  all  that — '  Go,  fetch 
'  me  the  money,  and  the  mare  is  yours.' 
The  old  woman  immediately  unlooled 
a  purfe  (he  had  fattened  to  her  girdle  ; 
and,  defirihg  him  to  alight,  bid  him  tell 
over  the  money,  and  in  cafe  he  found 
it  came  (hort  of  the  fum  demanded,  (lie 
faid  her  houfe  was  not  far  off,  and  (he 
could  quickly  fetch  the  reft. 

The  furprize  that  King  Beder  was 
in  at  the  fight  of  this  purfe  was  not 
fmall.  <  Good  woman,'  faid  he,  'do 

*  you  not  perceive  that  I  have  bantered 
'  you  all  this  while?  I  will  affure  you 
'  my  mare  is  not  to  be  fold.' 

The  old  man,  who  had  been  witnefs 
to  all  that  was  faid,  now  began  to  fpeak. 
'  Son,'  quoth  he  to  King  Beder,  '  it 

*  is  neceflary  that  you  (hould  know  one 
'  thing,  which  I  find  you  are  ignorant 
'  of;  and  that  is,  that  in  this  city  it  is 
'  not  permitted  any  to  lye,  on  any  ac- 

*  count  whatfoever,    and  that  on  the 

*  pain  of  death.     Now,   you   having 


made  this  bargain  with  this  old  wo- 
man,  you  muft  not  refufe  taking  her 
money,  and  delivering  your  mare, 
according  to  the  agreement ;  and  this 
you  had  better  do  without  any  noife, 
than  expofe  yourfelf  to  what  may 
enfue.' 

King  Beder,  forely  afflifted  to  find 
himfelf  thus  trapped  by  his  rafh  proffer, 
was  neverthelefs  forced  to  alight,  and 
perform  his  agreement.  The  old  wo- 
man ftood  ready  to  feize  the  bridle j 
which  when  (he  had  done,  (he  imme- 
diately unbridled  the  mare,  and  taking 
fome  water  in  her  hand  from  a  fprirrg 
that  ran  in  the  middle  of  the  ftreet,  (he 
threw  it  in  the  mare's  face,  uttering 
thefe  words  —  '  Daughter,  quit  that 
'  beftial  form,  and  re-affume  thy  own.* 
The  transformation  was  effected  in  a 
moment;  and  King  Beder,  who  fwooned 
as  foon  as  he  faw  Queen  Labe  appear, 
was  falling  to  the  ground,  if  the  old 
man  had  not  hindered  him. 

The  old  woman,  who  was  mother  to 
Queen  Labe,  and  had  inftru&ed  her  in 
all  her  magick,  had  no  fooner  embraced 
her  daughter,  but  in  an  inftant,  by 
whiftling,  (hecaufed  a  Genius  to  arife, 
of  a  gigantick  form  and  ftature.  This 
Genius  immediately  took  King  Beder 
on  one  (houlder,  and  the  old  woman, 
with  the  magick-queen,  on  the  other, 
and  tranfported  them  in  a  few  minutes 
to  the  palace  of  Queen  Labe  in  the  city 
of  Enchantments. 

The  magick-queen  immediately  fell 
upon  King  Beder,  reproaching  hi;n 
grievouily  in  the  following  manner. 
«  Is  it  thus,  ungrateful  wretch!  that 
'  thy  unworthy  uncle  and  thou  make 

*  me  amends  for  all  the  kindneffes  I 
'  have  done  for  you  ?  I  (hall  foon  make 
'  you  both  feel  what  you  fo  well  de- 

*  ferve.'     She  faid  no  more  ;  but  tak- 
ing water  in  her  hand,  threw  it  in  his 
face  with  thefe  words:    *  Come  out  of 
'  that  form,  and   take  that  of  a  vile 

*  owl!'    Thefe  words  were   foon  fol- 
lowed by  the  effect  ;  and  immediately 
(he  commanded  one  of  her  women  to 
(hut  up  the  owl  in  a  cage,  and  give  hini 
neither  meat  nor  drink. 

The  woman  took  the  cage  ;  and, 
without  regarding  what  the  queen  or- 
dered, gave  him  both  meat  and  drink  : 
and  being  old  Abdallah's  friend,  (he 
fent  him  word  privately  how  the  queen, 
had  treated  his  nephew,  and  what  de- 
3  E  a  fin 
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figjn  (he  had  to  deftroy  both  him  and 
King  Bedcr,  in  cafe  he  did  not  take 
timely  meafures  to  prevent  it. 

Abdallah  knew  no  common  mea- 
fures would  do  with  Queen  Labe  ;  he 
therefore  did  but  whittle  after  a  certain 
manner,  and  there  immediately  arofe  a 
vaft  giant,  with  four  wingsj  who,  pre- 
fenting  himfelf  before  him,  afked  what 
he  would  have  with  him.  *  Lightning,' 
faid  Abdallah  to  him,  (for  fo  was  the 
Genius's  name)  *  I  command  you  to 

*  preferve  the  life  of  King  Beder,  fon 
'  of  Queen  Gulnare.    Go  to  the  palace 

*  of  the  magick-queen,  and  tranfport 
'  immediately  to  the  capital  of  Perfia 
'  the  compaflionate  woman  who  has  the 
.'  cage  in  cuftody,  to  the  end  that  (he 

*  may  inform  Queen  Gulnare  of  the 

*  danger  the  king  her  fon  is  in,  and  the 

*  occafion  he  has   for  her  afllftance. 

*  Take  care  not  to  frighten  her  when 
'  you  come  before  her,   and  acquaint 
4  her  from  me  what  (he  ought  to  do.' 

Lightning  immediately  difappeared, 
and  got  in  an  inftant  to  the  palace  of 
the  magick-queen.  He  inftru&ed  the 
woman,  lifted  her  up  into  the  air,  and 
tranfported  her  to  the  capital  of  Perfia, 
where  he  placed  her  on  the  terrace  of 
the  apartment  where  Qu^een  Gulnare 
was.  She  went  down  ftairs  to  the 
apartmentj  and  (he  there  found  Queen 
Gulnare  and  Queen  Farafche  lament- 
ing their  misfortunes.  She  made  them 
a  profound  reverence;  and,  by  the  re- 
lation (he  gave  them,  they  foon  came  to 
underftand  the  great  neceffity  King 
Beder  was  in  of  their  afllftance. 

Queen  Gulnare  was  fo  overjoyed  at 
the  news,  that  rifing  from  her  leat,  (lie 
went  and  embraced  the  good  woman, 
telling  her  how  much  me  was  obliged 
to  her  for  the  lervice  ihe  had  done 
her. 

Then  going  immediately  out,   (lie 
commanded  the  trumpets  to  found,  and 
the  drums  to  beat,  to  acquaint  the  city 
that  the  King  of  Perfia  would  fuddenly 
return  fafe  to  his  kingdom.     She  then 
went  again,  and  found  King  Saleh  hey 
brother,  whom  Farafche  had  caufej  to 
come  fpeedily  thither  by  a  certain  fu- 
migation.    *  Brother,*  faid  (he  to  him, 
the  king  your  nephew  and  my  dear 
fon  is  in  the  city  of  Enchantments, 
junder    the    power  of  Queen  Labe. 
Both  you  and  I  tnuft  fee  what  we  can 
do  to  deliver  him  j   for  there  is  no 
time  to  be  loft.' 


King  Saleh  forthwith  afiembledf  a 
puiflant  body  of  fea  tioops;  and  even 
called  to  his  afliftance  the  Genii  his  al- 
lies, who  appeared  with  a  much  more 
numerous  army.  As  foon  as  the  two 
armies  were  joined,  he  put  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  them,  together  with  Queen 
Farafche,  Qiieen  Gulnare,  and  the 
princefTes,  who  would  all  have  their 
(hare  in  this  glorious  aclion.  They 
then  lifted  themfelves  up  into  the  air, 
and  foon  poured  down  on  the  palace 
and  city  of  Enchantments,  where  the 
magick-queen,  her  mother,  and  all  the 
other  adorers  of  fire,  were  deftroyed  in- 
an  inftant. 

Queen  Gulnare  had  ordered  the  wo- 
man who  brought  her  the  news  of 
Queen  Labe's  transforming  and  impri. 
foning  her  fon  to  follow  her  clofe;  and 
bid  her,  in  the  hurly-burly,  to  take  no 
other  care  than  to  go  and  feize  the  cage, 
and  bring  it  to  her.  She  did  as  (he  was 
ordered  ;  and  Queen  Gulnare  was  no> 
fooner  in  the  poneflion  of  the  cage,  but 
(he  opened  it,  and  took  the  owl  out, 
faying,  after  ftie  had  fprinkled  a  littfe 
water  upon  him — '  My  dear  fon,  quit 
*  that  foreign  form  which  has  been* 
'  given  thee,  and  refume  thy  natural 
'  one  of  a  man!' 

In  a  moment  Queen  Gulnare  no  more 
faw  the  hideous  owl,  but  King  Beder 
her  fon  inftead  of  him.  She  immedi- 
ately embraced  him  with  that  excefs  of 
joy  which  is  better  expreffed  by  actions 
than  words.  She  could  not  find  in  her 
heart  to  let  him  go  j  and,  if  he  had  not 
been  in  a  manner  torn  from  her  by 
Queen  Farafche,  who  had  a  mind  to 
embrace  him  in  her  turn,  for  aught  I 
know,  they  might  not  have  parted  tiJl 
now,  fo  great  was  Queen  Gulnare's  af- 
feclion  for  him.  After  the  queen  hi* 
grandmother  had  done  with  him,  he 
was  likewife  embraced  by  the  King 
his  uncle,  and  the  princeffes  his  rela- 
tions. 

The  next  care  Queen  Gulnare  hadV 
was  to  look  for  old  Abdallah,  to  whom 
/he  had  been  obliged  for  the  recovery 
of  the  King  of  Perfia ;  and  who  being 
brought  to  her,  (he  faid  to  him — *  My 

*  obligations  to  you,  Sir,  have  been  io 

*  great,  that  there  is  nothing  within, 

*  my  power  but  I  would  freely  do  for 

*  you,  as  a  token  of  my  acknowledg- 

*  ment.     Do  but  fatisfy  me  in  what  f 
'  can  ferve  you,  and  you  (hall  fee  that 
1  I  will  immediately  kt  about  it.' — 

•  Great 
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Great  queen,'  replied  Abdallah,  «  if 

the  lady  next  to  your  majefty  will  but 

confent  to  the  marriage  I  offer  her, 

and  the  Kins;  of  Periia  will  give  me 

leave  to  refide  at  his  court,   I  will 

fpend  the  remainder  of  my  days  in 

his  fervice.'    Then  the  queen  turned 

towards  the  lady;  and  finding  by  her 

modefty  that   (he  was  not  againlt  the 

match   propofed,    (he   caufed   them   to 

join  hands,  and  the  King  of  Perfia  and 

fte  took  care  of  their  fortune. 

This  marriage  occasioned  the  King 
of  Periia  to  fpeak  thus,  addreffing  him- 
felf  to  the  queen:  '  Madam,'  faid  he, 
«  I  am  heartily  glad  of  this  match, 
«  which  your  majefty  has  juft  made. 

*  There  remains  one  more,  which    I 

*  defire  you  to  think  of.'     Queen  Gul- 
nare  did  not  at  firlt  comprehend  what 
marriage  he  meant;  but,  after  a  little 
confidering,  (he  faid — «  Of  yours,  you 

*  mean,  fon  ?    I  confent  to  it  with  all 
<  my  heart.'  Then  turning  about,  and 
looking  on  her  brother's   fea-attend- 
ants  and  the  Genii,  who  were  ftill  pre- 
fent,  (he  faid — <  Go  you,  and  traverfe 

both  the  fea  and  land,  to  find  out  the 
rrioft  lovely  and  amiable  princefs,  wor- 
thy of  the  king  my  fon,  and  come  and 
bring  us  word.' 

«  Madam,'  replied  King  Beder,  «it 
is  to  no  purpcfe  for  them  to  take  all 
thofe  pains.  You  have,  no  doubt, 
heard  that  I  have  already  given  my 
heart  to  the  Princefs  of  Samandal, 
upon  the  bare  relation  of  her  beauty. 
I  have  feen  her,  and  do  not  repent  of 
the  prefent  1  then  made  her.  In  a 
word,  neither  earth  nor  fea,  in  my 
opinion,  can  furnifh  a  princefs  any 
thing  like  her.  It  is  true,  that,  upon 
my  declaring  my  love  to  her,  (he 
ufed  me  after  a  rate  that  would  have 
extinguiftied  any  flame  lefs  fierce  than 
mine.  But  hold  her  excufed  ;  for, 
after  a  rigorous  treatment,  and  im- 
prifoning  the  king  her  father,  which 
I  was  in  fome  meafure  the  caufe  of, 
how  could  (he  ufe  me  more  civilly  ! 
But,  it  may  be,  the  King  of  Saman- 
dal  may  have  changed  his  refolution; 
and  his  daughter  the  princefs  may 
content  to  love  me,  when  (he  fees  her 
father  has  agreed  to  it.' 
'  Son,'  replied  Queen  Gulnare,  «  if 
only  the  Princefs  Giauhara  can  make 
you  happy  in  this  world,  I  (hall  not 
«  make  it  my  buiinefs  to  oppoie  you. 


'  The  king  your  uncle  need  only  have 
*  the  King  of  Samandal  brought,  and 
'  we  (hall  fee  whether  he  be  ftiil  of  the 
'  fame  untra£table  temper.' 

How  ftriclly  foever  the  King  of  Sa- 
mandal had  been  kept  during  his  cap- 
tivity by  King  Saleh's  orders,  yet  he 
had  always   had   great   refpeft  (hewn 
him,    and  was   become  very  familiar 
with  the  officers  who  guarded  him.    la 
order  to  bring  him,  King  Saleh  caufed 
a  chaffing  difh  of  coals  to  be  brought, 
into  which  he  threw  a  certain  competi- 
tion, uttering  at  the  fame  time  fome 
myfterious   words.      As   foon    as  the 
fmoke  began  to  arife,  the  palace  (hook, 
and  immediately  the  King  of  Saman- 
dal, with  King   Saleh 's  officers,  ap- 
peared.   The  King  of  Perfia  caft  him- 
felf  at  the  King  of  Samandal's  feet  9 
and  then  fifing  upon  one  knee,  he  faid — 
It  is  no  longer  King  Saleh  who  de- 
mands of  your  majefty  the  honour  of 
your  alliance  for  the  King  of  Perfia; 
it  is  the  King  of  Perfia  himfelf  who 
humbly  begs  that  boon;  and  I  per- 
fuade  myfelf  your  majefty  will  never 
peifift  in  being  the  caufe  of  the  death 
of  a  king,  who  can  no  longer  live  than 
he  is  in   pofieflion  of  the  adorable 
Princefs  Giauhara.* 
The  King  of  Samandal  did  not  long 
fufter  the  King  of  Perfia  to  remain  on 
his  knees-,  he  took  him  up  ;  and,  em- 
bracing him,  faid — *  I  (hould  be  very 
forry  to  have  contributed  in  the  leaft 
towards  the  death  of  a  monarch  who 
is  fo  worthy  to  live.  If  it  be  true  that 
fo  precious  a  life  cannot  be  preferved 
without   being  in    pofletfion  of  my 
daughter,  live,  Sir,'    faid  he,  *  live 
happy;  (he  is  yours:  (he  has  always 
hitherto   been  obedient  to  my  will, 
and  I  cannot  think  that  (he  will  novr 
oppofe  it.'    Speaking  thefe  words,  he 
ordered  one  of  the  officers  whom  King 
Saleh  had  aftlgned  him  to  go  and  look 
for  the  Princefs  Giauhara,  and  bring 
her  to  him  immediately. 

The  princefs  continued  all  this  while 
where  the  King  of  Periia  had  left  her. 
The  officer  brought  her,  with  her  'vo- 
men  to  attend  her.  The  King  of  Sa- 
maodal,  after  having  embraced  her, 
faid — *  Daughter,  I  have  provided  a 
'  hufband  for  you  ;  it  is  the  King  of 
'  Perfia,  whom  you  fee  there,  the  molt 

*  accomplifhed  monarch  at  this  June- 

*  ture  in  tbc  univerfe.    The  preference 

*  he 
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he  has  given  you  to  all  other  prin- 
ce/Tes,  obliges  us  both  to  make  him 
fuitab,Je  acknowledgments.' 
*  Sir,1  replied  the  Princefs  Giauhara, 
your  majefty  well  knows  that  I  never 
have  prefumed  to  difobey  your  will 
in  any  thing :  I  fhall  always  be  ready 
to  obey  you;  and  I  hope  the  King  of 
Perfia  will  pleafe  to  forget  the  ill- 
treatment  I  have  given  him,  and  con- 
fider  it  was  duty,  not  inclination,  that 
forced  me  to  it.' 

The  nuptials  were  celebrated  in  the 
palace  of  the  city  of  Enchantments  with 
fo  much  the  greater  folemnity,  in  that 
all  the  lovers  of  the  magick-queen,who 
refumed  their  priftine  forms  as  foon  as 
ever  that  queen  ceafed  to  live,  aflifted  at 
them,  and  came  to  pay  their  acknow- 
ledgments to  the  King  of  Perfia,  Queen 
Gulnare,  and  King  Saleh.  They  were 
all  either  fons  of  kings,  or  princes  of 
extraordinary  merit. 

King  Saleh,  at  length,  conducted  the 
King  of  Samandal  to  his  dominions, 
and  put  him  once  again  in  pofltflion  of 
them.  The  King  of  Perfia  having  what 
he  moft  defired,  returned  to  his  capital 
•with  Queen  Giauhara,  Queen  Gulnare, 
Queen  Farafche,  and  the  princeffes»; 
and  Queen  Farafche  and  the  princefles 
continued  there  till  fuch  time  as  King 
Saleh  came  to  reconduft  them  to  his 
kingdom  under  the  waves  of  the  fea. 


THE  -HISTORY  OF  GANEM,  SON 
TO  ABOU  AYOUB,  AND  KNOWN 
BY  THE  SURNAME  OF  LOVE'S 
SLAVE. 

THERE  was  formerly  a  merchant 
at  Damafcus,  who  had,  by  care 
and  induftry,  acquired  great  wealth, 
on  which  he  lived  in  a  very  honourable 
manner.  His  name  was  Abou  Ayoub; 
and  he  had  onefon  and  a  daughter.  The 
fon  was  at  firft  called  Ganem,  but  af- 
terwards had  the  furname  of  Love's 
Slave.  He  was  graceful  as  to  his  per- 
fon;  and  the  excellent  natural  qualities 
of  his  mind  had  been  improved  by  able 
matters  whom  his  father  had  taken  care 
toprovideforhim.  The  daughter's  name 
was  Alcolom,  fignifying  Ravifher  of 
Hearts,  becaufe  her  beauty  was  fo  ac- 
compiimed,  that  whofoever  faw  her, 
could  not  chufe  but  love  her. 

Abou  Ayoub"died,  and  left  immenfe 
jfiches  j  an  hundred  loads  of  brocades. 


and  other  filks  that  lay  in  his  war«- 
houfe,  were  the  Jeaft  part  of  it :  the 
loads  were  ready  made  up;  and  on  every 
bale  was  written,  in  large  chara&ers— 
«  For  Bagdad.' 

Mohammed,  the  fon  of  Soliman,  fur- 
named  Zinebi,  reigned  at  that  time  at 
Damafcus,  the  capital  of  Syria.  His 
kinfman  Haroun  Alrafchid,  whofe  re- 
fidence  was  at  Bagdad,  had  beftowed 
that  kingdom  on  him  as  tributary  to 
him. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  Abou  Ayoub, 
Ganem,  difcourfing  with  his  mother 
about  their  private  affairs,  and  amongft 
the  reft  concerning  the  bales  of  mer- 
chandize that  lay  in  the  warehoufe, 
alked  her  the  meaning  of  what  was 
written  upon  each  bale.  «  My  fon,' 
anfwered  his  mother,  «  your  father  u fed 
to  travel  fometimes  into  one  province, 
and  fometimes  into  another  j  and  it 
was  cuftomary  with  him,  before  he 
fet  out,  to  write  the  name  of  the  city 
he  defigned  to  repair  to  on  every 
bale.  He  had  provided  all  things  to 
take  a  journey  to  Bagdad  5  and'was 
upon  the  point  of  fetting  forward, 

when  death '      She  had  not  the 

power  to  proceed  any  farther ;  the 
lively  remembrance  of  the  lofs  of  her 
hufband  would  not  permit  her  to  fay 
any  more,  and  drew  from  her  a  fhower 
of  tears. 

Ganem  could  not  fee  his  mother  fo 
fenfibly  affecled  without  relenting. 
Thus  they  continued  fome  time  in 
filence:  but  at  length  he  recovered 
himfelf  j  and,  as  foon  as  he  found  his 
mother  calm  enough  to  liften  to  him, 
he  directed  his  difcourfe  to  her,  and 
faid — '  Since  my  father  defigned  thefc 

*  goods  for  Bagdad,  and  is  no  longer 
'  in  being  to  put  his  defign  in  execu- 
'  tion,  I  will  prepare  myfelf  to  perform 
'  that  journey;   and  I  am  of  opinion  it 

*  will  be  p,  jper  for  me  to  expedite  my 
'  departure,  for  fear  thofe  commodities 
«  mould  pet  i(h,  or  at  lead  that  we  mould 
'  lofe  the  opportunity  of  felling  them  to 
'  the  bttt  advantage.' 

Abou  Ayoub's  widow,  who  tenderly 
loved  her  fon,  was  much  furprized  at 
this  refolution  ;  and  replied  —  '  My 
'  dear  child,  I  cannot  but  commend 

*  you  for  defigning  to  follow  your  fa- 
«  ther's  example;  but  confider  that  you 
«  are   too  young,  inexperienced,   and 
'  altogether  a  ftranger  to  the  toils  of 
'  travelling.     Beildes,  can  you  think 

«  of 
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*  of  leaving  me,  and  by  that  means  add 

*  to  the  forrow  with  which  I  am  al- 
«  ready  opprefled?    Is  it  not  better  to 

<  fell  thofe  goods  to  the  merchants  of 
«  Damafcus,  and  to  take  up   with  a 

<  moderate  profit,  than  to  expofeyour- 
<•  felf  to  the  danger  of  periling  P1 

It  was  in  vain  for  her  to  oppofeGa- 
nem's  refolution  by  the  ftrongeft  argu- 
ments, for  they  had  no  weight  with 
him.  An  inclination  to  travel,  and 
to  accomplifh  himfelf  by  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  fhe  affairs  of  the  world, 
.edged  him  on  to  fet  out,  and  prevailed 
above  all  his  mother's  remonftrances, 
her  entreaties,  and  even  her  tears.  He 
went  away  to  the  market  where  the 
flaves  were  fold, and  bought  fuch  as  were 
of  able  body;  hired  one  hundred  ca- 
mels; and,  having  furnifhed  all  other 
neceffaries,  he  entered  upon  his  jour- 
ney, with  five  or  fix  merchants  of  Da- 
mafcus, who  were  going  to  trade  at 
Bagdad. 

Thofe  merchants,  attended  by  all 
their  (laves,  and  accompanied  by  feve- 
ral  other  travellers,  made  up  fuch  aeon - 
flderable  caravan,  that  they  had  no  oc- 
cafion  to  fear  the  Bedouins;  that  is,  the 
Arabs,  who  make  it  their  only  pro- 
feflion  to  range  the  country,  and  to  at- 
tack and  plunder  the  caravans  when 
they  are  not  ftrong  enough  to  repulfe 
them.  Thus  they  had  no  other  diffi- 
.culty  to  encounter,  but  the  ufual  fa- 
tigues of  a  long  journey,  which  were 
eafily  forgot  when  they  faw  the  city 
of  Bagdad,  where  they  arrived  in 
fafety. 

They  went  to  alight  at  the  moft  mag- 
nificent and  moft  reforted  khan,  in  the 
fity  ;  but  Ganem,  who  had  a  inind 
to  be  lodged  conveniently,  and  by  him- 
felf, took  no  apartment  there.  He 
only  left  his  goods  there  in  a  warehoufe 
for  their  greats  fecurity,  and  hired  a 
very  fine  houfe  in  the  neighbourhood, 
richly  furnifhed,  having  a  garden,  which 
was  very  delightful  on  account  of  the 
many  water-works  and  (hady  groves 
that  were  in  it. 

Some  days  after  this  young  mer- 
chant had  been  fettled  in  his  houfe, 
and  perfectly  recovered  of  the  fatigues 
of  his  journey,  he  drefled  himfelf  gen- 
teelly, and  repaired  to  the  publick  place, 
where  the  merchants  met  to  buy  and 
fell  their  commodities.  A  (lave  fol- 
lowed him,  carrying  a  parcel  of  fine 
£uffsandYilks, 


The  merchants  received  Ganem  very 
courteoufly;  and  their  fyndic,  or  chief, 
to  whom  he  firft  made  application,  took, 
and  bought  all  his  parcel,  at  the  price 
fet  down  in  the  ticket  annexed  to  every 
piece  of  ftufF.  Ganem  continued  his 
trade  fo  fuccefsfully,  that  ha  daily  fold' 
all  the  goods  he  expofed. 

He  had  no  more  left  but  one  bale, 
which  he  had  caufed  to  be  carried  from 
the  warehoufe  to  his  own  houfe,  and 
then  went  to  the  publick  rendezvous, 
where  he  found  all  the  (hops  flint. 
This  feemed  fomewhat  extraordinary 
to  him  j  and  having  aflced  the  caufe  of 
it,  was  told,  that  one  of  -the  prime 
merchants,  whom  he  knew,  was  dead, 
and  that  all  his  brother  traders  were 
gone  to  his  funeral. 

Ganem  enquired  after  the  mofque 
where  the  ceremony  was  to  be  perform- 
ed, and  whence  the  body  was  to  be 
conduced  to  the  grave;  and  having 
been  told  it,  fent  back  his  (lave  witti 
the  goods,  and  walked  towards  the 
mofque.  He  got  thither  before  the 
prayers  were  ended,  which  were  faid  in 
a  hall  hung  with  black  fmin.  The 
corpfe  was  taken  up,  and  followed  by 
the  kindred,  the  merchants,  and  Ga- 
nem, to  the  place  of  burial,  which  was- 
at  a  great  diftance  without  the  city.  It 
was  a  ftone  ftrufture,  like  a  dome, 
pnrpofely  built  to  receive  the  bodies  of 
all  the  family  of  the  deceafed;  and  be- 
ing very  fmall,  they  had  pitched  tents 
all  about  it,  that  all  the  company  might 
be  Ihelrered  during  the  ceremony.  The 
monument  was  opened,  and  the  corpfe 
laid  into  it,  after  which  it  was  (hut  up 
again.  Then  theiman,  and  othermini- 
fters  of  the  mofque,  fat  down  in  a  ring1 
on  carpets,  in  the  larger!  tent,  and  faid 
the  reft  of"  the  praytr*.  They  alib  read 
the  chapters  of  the  Alcoran  appointed 
for  the  burial  of  the  dead.  The  kin- 
dred and  merchants  fat  round  in  the 
fame  manner,  behind  the  m milters. 

It  was  near  nigiit  before  all  was  end. 
ed.  Ganem,  who  had  not  expected 
fuch  a  long  ceremony,  began  to  beun-- 
eafy;  and  was  the  more  fo,  when  he  faw 
meat  ferved  up,  in  memory  of  the 
deceafed,  according  to  the  cuftom  of 
Bagdad.  He  was  alib  told  that  the 
tents  had  not  bem  let  up  only  againft 
the  heat  of  the  fun,  but  alfo  againft  the 
evening  dew,  becaufe jth--y  mould  nof 
return  to  the  city  before  the  next  morn- 
ing. Thofe  words  perplexed  Ganem  t 
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I  am  a  ftranger,'  faid  he  to  himfelf, 

ami  have  the  reputation  of  being  a 

rich  merchant;  thieves  may  take  the 

opportunity  of  my  abfence,   and  go 

rob  my  houfe.     My  very  flaves  may 

be  tempted  to  make  their  advantage 

of  fo  convenient  a  time;  they  may 

run  away  with  all  the  gold    I    have 

received  for  my  goods,  and  whither 

(hall  I  go  to  look  for  them?'  His  head 

being  full   of  thefe  thoughts,  he  eat  a 

few  mouthfuls  haftily,  and  dextroufly 

flipped  away  from  the  company. 

He  made  all  pofTible  hafte  to  gain 
time;  but  as  it  often  happens,  that  the 
more  a  man  puts  on,  the  lefs  he  advan- 
ces, he    miftook   his   way,   and   went 
aftray  in  the  dark,  fo  that  it  was  near 
midnight  when  he  came   to  the  city- 
gate;  and  to  add  to   this  misfortune, 
that  was  ftmt.     That  difappointment 
was  a  frefli  affliction  to   him,  and  he 
was  obliged  to  think   of  finding  forne 
convenient    place  to  pafs  the  reft  of 
the  night  in,    and  wait   till   the  gate 
was  opened.     He  went  into  a   burial- 
place,  fo  very  fpacious,  that  it  reached 
from  the  city  to  the  very  place  he  was 
come  from.     He  advanced  to  a  parcel 
of  pretty  high  walls,  which  inclofed  a 
fmall  field,  being  the  peculiar  burial- 
place  of  a  family,  and  in  which  there 
was  a  palm-tree.  There  was  an  infinite 
Tiumber    of   other    particular   burial- 
places,  the  doors  whereof  they  did  not 
take  much  care  to  (hut  faft.     Ganem 
finding  that  the  burial-place  was  open, 
went  into  it,  and   ihut  the  door  after 
him.     He  lay  down  on  the  grais,  and 
did  all  he  could  to  fleep;  but  the  un- 
eafwefs  he  was  under  for  being  abfent 
from  home,  would  not    permit    him. 
He  got  up,  and  after  having  pa/Ted  by 
the  door  feveral  times,  as    ht  walked 
forward  and  backward,  he  opened  it, 
without  knowing  why  he  did  fo,  and 
immediately  perceived  a  light  at  a  dif- 
tance,  which  Jeemed  to  come   towards 
him.  Being  Hartird  at  that  fight,  he  fhtit 
>the  door,    which  had  nothiug  to  make 
it  faft  but  a  latch,  and  got  up  as  faft  as 
he  could  to  the  top  of  the  palm-tree; 
looking  upon  that  as  the  fafeft  ratreat 
under  his  prefent  apprehensions. 

No  fooner  was  he  got  up,  than  by  the 
help  of  the  light  which  had  frighted 
him,  he  plainly  perceived  three  men, 
whom  by  their  habit  he  knew  to  be 
flaves,  come  into  the  burial-place.  One 
of  them  went  foremoft  with  a  lanthorn, 
and  the  two  others  followed  him,  being 


loaded  with  a  cheft,  between   five  andl 
fix   feet  long,  which  they   carried   on 
their  (houldei  s.  They  laid  it  down,  and 
then  one  of  the  three  (laves  faid  to  his 
comrades — 'Brothers,  if  you  will  be  ad- 
vifed  by  me,  we  will  leave  the  cheft 
here,  and  return  to  the  city." — «  No, 
no,'  replied  another,  'that  is  not  the 
way  of  doing  what  we  were  ordered 
by  our  miftrefs ;  we  may  have  caufe 
to  repent  not  doing  as  we  were  com- 
manded.   Let  us  bury  the  cheft,  fince 
we  are  fo  enjoined  to  do.'     The  two 
other  llaves  complied  with  him  ;  they 
began  to  break  ground  with  the  tools 
they  had    brought    for    that  purpofe. 
When  they  had  made  a  deep  trench, 
put    the    cheft    into    it,    and    cover- 
ed it  with  the  earth   they  had    taken 
out,  they  departed,  and  returned  home. 
Ganem,  who,  from  the  top  of  the 
palm-tree,  had   heard  every  word  the 
flaves  had  fpoken,  could  not  tell  what 
to  think  of  that  adventure.     He  con- 
cluded that  cheft   muft  needs  contain 
fomething  of  value,  and  that  the  perfon 
to  whom  it  belonged  had  fome  particu- 
lar reafons  for  caufing  it  to  be  buried  in 
that  church-yard.     Herefolved  imme- 
diately to    fatisfy  his  curiofity,  came 
down  from  the  palm-tree,  his  fear  be- 
ing gone  with   the  flaves,  and  fell  to 
work  upon  the  pit,  plying  his  hands 
and  feet  fo  well,  that  in  a  (hort  time  he 
difcovered  the  cheft,  but  found  it  fecur- 
ed  with  a  great  padlock.     This  new 
obftacle  to  the  fatisfying  of  his  curiofi- 
ty was  no  fmail  mortification  to  him, 
yet  he  would  not  be  difcouraged;  but 
the  day  beginning  then  to  appear,  he 
faw   feveral   great    pebbles   about  the 
burial-place.    He  picked  out  one,  with 
which  he  eafily  knocked  off  the  pad- 
lock, and  then  with  much  impatience 
opened  the  cheft.  Ganem  was  ftrangely 
furprized,    when,   inftead   of.  finding 
money   in   it,  he  difcovered   a   young 
lady  of  incomparable  beauty.  Her  fre(h 
and  rofy  complexion,    and  her  gentle 
regular    breathing,    fatisfied  him  that 
fht:  was  alive;  but  he  could  not  con- 
ceive why,  if  (he  were  only  afleep,  (he 
had  pot  waked  at  the  noife  he  made  in 
forcing  off  tlie  padlock.   Her  habit  was 
fo  coftly,  with   bracelets  and  pendants 
of  diamonds,  and  a  necklace  of  true 
pearl,  and  fo  large,  that  he  made  not 
the  leaft   doubt  of  her  being  one  of  th« 
prime  ladies  about  the  court.     At  the 
fight  of  fo  beautiful  an  ol-jecl,  not  only 
natural  inclination  to  relieve  perfons  in 
danger, 
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turn  thanks  to  God,'  faid  (he,  *  for 
having  fent  fo  worthy  a  perfon  as  you 
are  to  deliver  me  from  death;  but 
fince  you  have  begun  fo  charitable  a 
work,  I  conjure  you  not  to  leave  it 
im  per  feel.  Let  me  beg  of  you  to  go 
into  the  city>  and  provide  a  muleteer 
with  his  mule,  and  carry  me  to  your 
houfe  in  this  cheft:  for,  fhould  I  go 
with  you  on  foot,  my  drefs  being  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  the  city  ladies, 
fome  one  might  happen  to  take  no- 
tice of  it,  and  follow  me,  which  it 
highly  concerns  me  to  prevent. 
When  I  /hall  be  in  your  houfe,  I 
will  give  you  an  account  of  myfelfj 
and  in  the  mean  time  be  aflured, 
that  you  have  not  obliged  an  ungrate- 
ful perfon.' 

Before  the  young  merchant  left  the 
lady,  he  drew  the  cheft  out  of  the  pit, 
which  he  filled  up  with  earth,  laid  her 
again  in  the  cheft,  and  fliut  it  up  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  it  did  not  look  as  if 
the  padlock  had  been  forced  off;  but* 
for  fear  of  ftifling  her,  he  put  it  not 
quite  clofe,  leaving  room  for  the  air  to 
get  in.  Going  out  of  the  burial-place, 
he  drew  the  door  after  him  j  and  the 
city-gate  being  then  open,  foon  found 
what  he  fought  for.  He  returned  with 
fpeed  to  the  burial-place,  and  helped 
the  muleteer  to  lay  the  cheft  acrofa  his 
mule;  telling  him,  to  remove  all  caufe 
or  fufpiciopi  that  he  came  to  that  place 
the  night  before,  with  another  muleteer, 
who,  being  in  hafte  to  return  home,  had 
laid  down  the  cheft  in  the  burial-place* 
Ganem,  who,  fince  his  arrival  at 
Bagdad,  had  minded  nothing  but  his 
bufmefs,  was  ftill  unacquainted  v/ith 
ihe  power  of  love,  and  now  felt  the 
firft  fallies  of  it.  It  had  not  been  in 
his  power  to  look  upon  the  young  la- 
dy without  being  difturbed;  and  tht 
uneafmefs  hefelt^  following  the  mule- 
teer at  a  diftance,  and  the  fear  left  any 
accident  might  happen  by  the  way  thaf 
fhould  deprive  him  of  his  conquelV 
taught  him  to  unravel  his  intricate 
thoughts.  It  was  an  extraordinary  fa- 
tisfaclion  to  him,  when,  being  arrived 
fafe  at  home,  he  faw  the  chert  unloaded. 
He  difmifted  the  muleteer;  and,  having 
caufed  a  flave  to  fhut  the  doors  of  his 
houfe.  he  opened  the  cheft,  helped  the 
lady  out,  gave  her  his  hand,  and  con- 
dueled  her  to  his  apartment,  lamenting 
how  jnuch  me  muft  have  endured  in 
that  clofe  confinement.  *  If  I  have  fuf- 
3  F  «  fcred/ 


danger ,  but  alfo  fomething  more  power- 
ful,which  Ganem  could  not  then  givean 
account  of,  prevailed  on  him  to  afford 
that  young  beauty  all  the  afliftance  he 
\vas  able. 

He  firft  fhut  the  gate  of  the,  burial- 
place,  which  the  (laves  had  left  open; 
then  returning,  took  the  lady  in  his 
arms  out  of  the  cheft,  and  laid  her  on 
the  foft  earth  he  had  thrown  off  the  faid 
cheft.  As  foon  as  the  lady  was  laid 
down,  and  had  the  benefit  of  the  open 
air,  fhe  fneeze'dj  and  having  made  a 
motion  in  turning  her  head,  there  came 
from  her  mouth  a  liquor,  which  leem- 
ed  to  have  been  ofFenfive  to  her  ftomach; 
then  opening  and  rubbing  her  eyes, 
fhe  with  fuch  a  voice  as  charmed  Ga- 
nem, whom  fhe  did  not  fee,  cried  out — >- 
Zohorob  Boftan,  Schragrom  Mat- 
glort,  Caflabos  Soucear,  Nouron  Ni- 
har,  Nagmatos  Sobi,  Nour  Hatos 
Zonian,  why  do  you  not  anfwer  ? 
where  are  you  ?'  Thofe  were  the 
names  of  fix  female  flaves  that  ufed  to 
wait  on  her,  and  fignified,  Flower  of 
the  Garden,  Branch  of  Coral,  Sugar- 
Cane,  Light  of  the  Day,  Morning 
Star,  and  Delight  of  the  Seafon..  She 
called  them,  and  wondered  that  nobody 
anfwered;  but  at  length  looking  about, 
and  perceiving  fhe  was  in  a  burial- 
place,  {he  was  in  a  mighty  fright:  'How 
'  now,'  cried  (he,  much  louder  than  be- 
fore, 'isthistherefurreftion  of  the  dead? 

*  Is  the  day  of  judgment  come?  What 
'  a  wonderful  change  isthis  from  night 

*  to  morning  !' 

Ganem  did  not  think  fit  to  leave  the 
ladyanylongerin  that  confufion, but  im- 
mediately appeared  before  her  with  all 
pofiible  refpecl, and  in  the  moft  courteous 
manner — '  Madam,'   faid  he,  *  I  am 
fcarce  able  to  exprefs  my  joy  for  hav- 
ing happened  to  be  here  to  do  you 
the  fervice  I  have  done,  and  for  be- 
ing prefent  to  offer  you  all  the  af- 
fiftance  you  mall  ftand   in    need   of 
under  your  piefent  circumftances.' 
In  order  to  perfuade  the  lady  to  re- 
pofe  all  her  confidence   in  him,  he  in 
the  firft  place  told  her  who  he  \vas,  and 
\vhat  a-ccident  it  was  that  had  brought 
him  into  that  place; next  he  acquainted 
her  with  the  coming  of  the  three  flaves, 
and    how  they  had   buried  the   cheft. 
The  lady,  who  had  covered  her  face 
Vvith  her  veil  as  foon  as  Ganem  ap- 
peared, was  extraordinarily  fenfible  of 
the  obligations  the  owed  him*     «  I  re- 
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'  fered,'  faid  fl>e,  «  I  have  fatisfaftion 
'  enough  in  what  you  have  done  for 
'  me,  and  in  thepleafure  of  feeing  my- 
'  felf  out  of  danger/ 

Though  Ganenrfs  apartment  was 
very  richly  furnifhed,  the  lady  did  not 
fo  much  regard  that  as  (he  did  the 
handfome  prefence  and  engaging  mien 
of  her  deliverer,  whofe  politenefs  and 
obliging  behaviour  highly  heightened 
her  gratitude.  She  fat  down  on  a  fofa  j 
and,  in  order  to  give  the  merchant  to 
underftand  how  fenfible  (he  was  of  the 
fervice  done  her,  (he  took  off  her  veil. 
Ganem,  on  his  part,  was  fenfible  of  the 
favour  the  lady  did  him  in  uncover- 
ing herfelf,  or  rather  felt  he  had  already 
a  mod  violent  paflion  for  her.  What- 
foever  obligations  (he  owed  him,  he 
thought  himfelf  more  than  requited  by 
fo  fmgular  a  favour. 

The  lady  dived  into  Ganem's 
thoughts,  yet  was  not  at  all  furprized, 
becaufe  he  appeared  very  full  of  re- 
fpect.  He  judging  ihe  might  have  oc- 
cafion  to  eat,  and  not  willing  to  truft 
any  but  himfelf  with  the  care  of  enter- 
taining fo  charming  a  gueft,  went  out 
with  a  flave  to  an  eating-houfe,  to  give 
directions  for  a  treat.  From  thence  he 
went  to  a  fruiterer,  where  he  chofe  the 
fineft  and  moft  excellent  fruit  j  buying 
alfo  the  choiceft  wine,  and  fome  of  the 
fame  bread  that  was  eaten  at  the  caliph's 
table. 

As  foon  as  he  returned  home,  be 
with  his  own  hands  made  a  pyramid 
of  the  fruit  he  had  bought;  and  ferving 
it  up  himfelf  to  the  lady  in  a  large  difh 
of  the  fineft  china-ware — '  Madam,' 
faid  he,  '  be  pleafed  to  make  choice  of 

*  fome  of  this  fruit,  while  a  more  folid 
«  entertainment,  and  one  more  worthy 

*  yourfelf,  is  made  ready/     He  would 
fain  have  continued  (landing  before  her, 
but  flie  declared  (he  would  not  touch 
any  thing  tmlefs  he  fat  down  and  eat 
with  her.     He  obeyed  j  and  when  they 
had  eaten  fome  fmall   matter,  Ganem 
obfervingthat  the  lady's  veil,  which  (he 
had  laid  down  by  her  on  a  fofa,  was 
embroidered  along  the  edge  with  golden 
letters,  begged    leave  of  her  to  look 
upon  that  embroidery.     The  lady  im- 
mediately took  up  the  veil,  and  deli- 
vered it  to  him,  aflcing  him  whether  he 
could  read.    *  Madam,'  replied  he  with 
a  modeft  air,  •*  a  merchant  would  be 
'  able  to  manage  his  bufinefs  very  ill, 
'  if  he  could  not  at  leaft  read  and 


«  write.'—4  Well,  then,'  faid  (he, 
*  read  the  words  that  are  embroidered; 
'  on  that  veil,  which  gives  me  an  op- 
'  portunity  of  telling  you  my  dory.' 

Ganem  took  the  veil,  and  read  thefe 
words :  *  I  am  yours,  and  you  are  mine, 
«  thou  defcendant  from  the  prophet's 
'  uncle/  That  defcendant  from  the 
prophet's  uncle  was  the  Caliph  Harourt 
Alrafchid,  who  then  reigned,  and  was 
defcended  from-  Abbas,  Mahomet's 
uncle. 

When  Ganem  perceived  the  fenfe  of 
thefe  words — «  Alas,  Madam,'  faid  he 
in  a  melancholy  tone,  'Ihavejuft  faved 
your  life,  and  this  embroidery  is  my 
death!  I  do  not  comprehend  alt  the 
myftery,  but  it  makes  me  too  fenfible 
that  I  am  the  moft  unfortunate  of 
men.  Pardon  the  liberty  I  take, 
Madam,  of  telling  you  fo  much.  It 
was  impoflible  for  me  to  fee  you 
without  giving  you  up  my  heart. 
You  are  not  ignorant  yourfelf,  that 
it  was  not  in  my  power  to  refufe  it 
you,  and  that  makes  my  prefumption 
excufable.  I  propofed  to  myfeif  to 
move  yours  by  my  refpeft,  my  dili- 
gence, mycomplaifance,  myafliduity, 
my  fubmiflion,  and  my  conftancy ; 
and  no  fooner  had  I  flattered  myfeif 
with  thatdefign,  than  I  am  robbed  of 
all  my  hopes.  But,  be  that  as  it 
will,  I  ihall  have  the  fatisfaftion  of 
dying  entirely  yours.  Proceed,  Ma- 
dam, I  conjure  you,  and  give  me  a 
full  information  of  my  unhappy  fate/ 
He  could  not  deliver  thefe  words 
without  letting  fall  fome  tears.  The 
lady  was  moved  j  but  was  fo  far  from 
being  difpleafed  at  the  declaration  he 
made,  that  (he  felt  an  inward  joy,  for 
her  heart  began  to  yield.  However, 
(lie  concealed  it;  and,  as  if  (lie  had  not 
regarded  what  Ganem  faid— •<  I  would 
'  have  been  very  cautious,'  anfwered 
(he,  '  of  (hewing  you  my  veil,  had  I 
'  thought  it  would  have  made  you  fo 

*  uneafy  5  and  I  do  not  perceive  that 

*  what  I  have  to  fay  to  you  can  make 
'  your  condition  fo  deplorable  as  you 
'  imagine. 

'  You  muft  underftand,'  proceeded 
(lie,*  in  order  to  acquaint  you  with  my 
e  ftory,  that  my  name  is  Fetnah,  which 

*  (ignifies  a  ftorm  or  tempeft,   which 

*  was  given  meat  my  birth,  becaufe  it 

*  was  judged  that  the  fight  of  mewould 
'  occafion  many  calamities.    You  can- 
«  not  b«  a  ftranger  to  it  j  fines  nobody 

'  so 
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in  Bagdad  is  ignorant  that  the  Ca- 
liph Haroun  Alrafchid,my  fovereign 
lord  and  yours,  has  a  favourite  fo 
called. 

*  I  was  carried  into  his  palace  in  my 
very  tender  years,  and  I  have  been 
brought  up  there  with  all  the  care 
thatis  ufually  taken  with  fuch  perfons 
of  my  fex  as  are  defigned  to  refide 
there.  I  made  no  ill  advances  in  all 
they  took  the  pains  to  teach  me;  and 
that,  with  ,fome  (hare  of  beauty, 
gained  me  the  caliph's  affe&ion,  who 
gave  me  a  particular  apartment  ad- 
joining to  his  own.  That  prince 
was  not  fatisfied  with  fuch  a  mark  of 
diftin&ion  ;  he  appointed  twenty  wo- 
men to  wait  on  me,  and  as  many  eu- 
nuchs ;  and  everfmce  he  has  made  me 
fuch  confiderable  prefents,  that  I  was 
once  richer  than  any  queen  in  the 
world.  You  may  reafonably  judge, 
by  what  I  have  (aid,  that  Zobeide, 
the  caliph's  wife  and  kinfwoman, 
could  not  but  be  jealous  of  my 
happinefs.  Though  Haroun  has  all 
the  regard  imaginable  for  her,  (he 
has  ufed  all  her  endeavours  to  ruin 
me, 

'  Hithertol  had  fecured  myfelf againft 
all  herfnares,  but  at  length  I  fell  un- 
der the  laft  effort  of  her  jealoufy;  and, 
were  it  not  for  you,  I  had  now  been 
expofed  to  inevitable  death.  I  do  not 
queftion  but  that  (lie  had  corrupted 
one  of  my  (laves;  who,  laft  night,  in 
fonie  lemonade,  gave  me  a  drug, 
which  caufes  fuch  a  deadly  deep,  that 
it  is  eafy  to  difpofe  of  thofe  who  have 
taken  it ;  for  that  fleep  is  fo  pro- 
found, that  nothing  can  difpel  it  for 
the  fpace  of  feren  ov  eight  hours.  I 
have  the  more  reafon  to  judge  fo,  be- 
caufe  naturally  I  am  very  light  of 
fleep,  and  apt  to  awake  at  the  lead 
noife/ 

«  Zobeide,  the  better  to  put  her  de- 
fign  in  execution,  has  laid  hold  of  the 
opportunity  of  the  abfenceof  the  ca- 
liph, who  has  been  gone  lately  to  put 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  troops,  to 
chaflife  fome  neighbouring  kings, 
who  have  prefumed  to  join  in  league 
to  make  war  on  him.  Were  it  not  for 
this  opportunity,  my  rival,  outra- 
geous as  me  is,  durft  not  have  pre- 
lumed  to  attempt  any  thing  againft 
my  life.  I  know  not  what  (he  will 
do  to  conceal  thisa6tion  from  the  ca- 
liph; but  you  fee  it  highly  concerns 


me  that  you  mould  keep  my  fecret. 
My  life  depends  on  it.  I  (hall  be  fafe 
in  your  houfe  as  long  as  the  caliph  is 
from  Bagdad.  It  behoves  you  to 
keep  the  adventure  private;  for  Should 
Zobeide  know  the  obligation  I  owe 
you,  (he  would  puni(h  you  for  having 
faved  me. 

'  When  the  caliph  returns,  I  (hall 
not  need  to  be  fo  much  upon  my 
guard.  I  (hall  find  means  to  acquaint 
him  with  all  that  has  happened;  and 
I  am  fully  perfuaded  he  will  be  more 
earned  than  myfelf  to  requite  a  fer- 
vice  which  reftores  me  to  his  love.' 
As  foonas  Haroun  Alrafchid's  beau- 
tiful favourite  had  done  fpeaking,  Ga- 
nem  began,  and  faid — (  Madam,  I  re- 
turn you  a  thoufand -thanks  for  hav- 
ing given  me  the  information  I  took 
the  liberty  to  defire  of  you ;  and  I 
beg  of  you  to  believe  that  you  are 
here  in  fafety  :  the  fentiments  you 
have  infpired  in  me  are  a  pledge  of 
my  fecrecy. 

*  As  for  my  (laves,  I  own  there  is 
caufe  to  fufpecl:  them;  that  they  may 
perhaps  fail  of  the  fidelity  they  owe 
me,  (hould  they  know  by  what  acci- 
dent, and  in  what  -place,  I  had  the 
good  fortune  to  find  you  :  but  it  is 
impofnble  they  (hould  guefs  at  that; 
nay,  I  dare  affure  you,  that  they  will 
not  have  the  cunofity  toenquire  after 
it.  It  is  fo  natural  for  young  men  to 
purchafe  beautiful  (laves,  that  it  will 
be  no  way  fin-prizing  to  them  to  fee 
you  here,  as  believing  you  to  be  one, 
and  that  I  hr.ve  bought  you.  They 
will  a! fo  believe  that  I  had  fome  par- 
ticular reafons  for  bringing  you  home 
as  I  did.  Set  your  heart,  therefore, 
at  reft,  as  to  that  point;  and  remain 
fatisfied,  that  you  (hall  beferved  with 
all  the  refpecl  that  is  due  to  the  fa- 
vourite ofib  great  a  monarch  as  ours 
is.  But  how  great  foever  he  is,  give 
me  leave,  Madam,  to  declare,  that 
nothing  will  be  able  to  make  me  re- 
cal  the  prefent  I  have  made  you  of 
my  heart.  I  know,  and  (hall  never 
forget,  that  what  belongs  to  the  ma- 
fter  is  forbidden  to  the  (lave;  but  I 
loved  you  before  you  told  me  that  you 
were  engaged  to  the  caliph.  It,is  not 
in  my  -lower  to  overcome  a  poffion, 
which,  tiiougi.  now  in  it's  infancy, 
has  an  the  force  of  a  love  ftn  gth- 
ened  by  a  perfect  correipondence.  I 
wjfli  your  auguft  and  moft,  fortunate 
3  F  z  *  lover 
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lover  may  revenge  you  againft  the 

malice  of  Zobeide,    by  calling  you 

back  to  him;  and  when  you  (hall  be 

reftored  to  his  wifhes,  that  you  may 

remember  the  unfortunate   Ganem, 

who  is  no  lefs  your  conqueft  than  the 

caliph.     As  powerful  as  that  prince 

is,  I  flatter  myfelf  he   will   not   be. 

able  (o   blot  me   out   of  your  me- 

mory.    If  love  be  our  predominant 

paflion,  he  cannot  love  you  more  paf- 

fionately  than  I  do;  and  I  (hall  never 

ceafe  to  burn  in  your  flames,  whatfo- 

ever  part  of  the  world  I  go  into  to 

expire,  after  having  loft  you.' 

Fetnah  perceived  that  Ganem  was 

under  the  greateft  of  afflictions,  and  it 

moved  her;  but  confidering  the  unea- 

iinefs  (he  was  likely  to  bring  upon  her- 

felf  by  profecuting  the  difcourfe  upon 

that  fubjecl,  which  might    infenfibly 

lead  her  to  difcover  the  inclination  (he 

felt  in  herfelf  for  him  —  '  I  perceive,' 

faid  (he,  '  that  this  fort  of  converfa- 

tion  gives  you  too  much  trouble;  let 

us  change  the  difcourfe,  and  talk  of 

the  infinite  obligations  I  owe  you.  I 

can  never  fufficiently  exprefs  my  fa- 

tisfaftion,  when  I  confider  that,  with- 

out your  afliftanCe,  I  had  not  beheld 

the  light  of  the  fun.* 

It  was  happy  for  them  both,  that 

fomebody  juil  then    knocked   a.t    the 

door;  Ganem  went  to  fee  who  it  was, 

and  found  it  was  one  of  his  (laves,  to 

acquaint   him  that  the  entertainment 

was  ready.     Ganem,  who,  by  way  of 

precaution,  would   have  none  of  his 

ilaves   to  come  into  the  room   where 

Fetnah  was,  took  what  was  brought, 

and  ferved  it  up  himfelf  to  his  beautiful 

gueft,  whole  foul  was  ravifhed  to  be- 

hold with  what  diligence  and  refpeft 

Jie  attended  her. 

When  they  had  eaten,  Ganem  took 
away,  as  he  covered  the  table;  and  hav- 
ing delivered  all  things  at  the  chamber- 
door  to  his  (laves  —  '  Madam/faid  he  to 
Fernah,  «  you  may  now  perhaps  defire 
«  to  take  fome  reft;  I  will  leave  you: 

*  and  when  you  have  repofed  yourfelf, 
«  you   (hall   find   me  ready  to  receive 

*  your  commands.' 

Having  fpoken  thefe  words,  he  left 
her,  and  went  to  buy  two  women  flaves. 
He  alfo  bought  two  parcels  ;  the  one  of 
linen,  and  the  other  of  all  fuch  things 
as  were  proper  to  make  up  a  toilet  fit 
for  the  caliph's  favourite.  Having  con- 
dueled  home  the  two  women-iiaves, 


he  prefented  them  to  Fetnah,  faying— 

*  Madam,   a   perfon   of  your  quality 
'  cannot  be  without  two  maids  at  lead 

*  to  ferve  her;  be  pleafed  to  allow  me 

*  to  give  you  thefe/ 

Fetnah,  admiring  Ganem's  forefight 
•— '  My  lord,'  faid  (he,  '  I  perceive  you 
'  are  not  one  that  will  do  things  by 

*  halves;  you  add  by  your  courtefy  to 

*  the  obligations  I  owe  you   already: 

*  but  I  hope  I  (hall  not  die  ungrateful, 

*  and  that  Heaven  will  foon  put  me  in 
'  a  condition   to    make   acknowledg- 

*  ments  for  all  your  acls  of  genero- 

*  firy.' 

When  the  women-flaves  were  with- 
drawn into  a  chamber  adjoining,  which 
the  young  merchant  (hewed  them,   he 
fat  down  on  the  fofa  where  Fetnah  was ; 
but  at  fome  diftance  from  her,  in  token 
of  the  greater  refpecl.     He  then  began 
again  to  difcourfe  of  his  pafiion,  and 
fpoke  very  moving  things  relating  to 
the  invincible  obftacles  which  robbed 
him  of  all  his  hopes.     '  I  dare  not  fo. 
much  as  hope,'  laid  he,  '*  by  my  paf- 
fion  to  excite  the  lead  fenfibility  in  a 
heart  like    yours,    deftined    for  the 
greateft  prince  in  the  world.     Alas! 
it  would  be  a  comfort  to  me,  if  J 
could  flatter  myfelf  that  you  have  not 
looked  "upon  the  excefs  of  my  love 
with    indifference.' — '  My    lord — ' 
anfwcred  Fetnah.  '  Alas,  Madam!'  faid 
Ganem,  interrupting  her  at  the  word 
Lord,  *  this  is  the  fecond  time  you  have 
done  me  the  honour  to  call  me  lord  : 
the  prefence  of  the  womcn-flaves  hin- 
dered me  the  firft  time  from  taking 
notice  of  it  to  you.     In  the  name  of 
God,  Madam,  do  not  give  me  that 
title  of  honour;  it  does  not  belong  to 
me.     Treat  me,  I  befeech   you,  as 
your  (lave;  I   am,  and   (hall  never 
ceafe  to  be  fo.' 

'  No,  no,'  replied  Fetnah,  interruptf 
ng  him  in  her  turn,  *  I  (hall  be  cau- 
tious how  I  treat  a  man  to  whom  I 
owe  my  life  after  that  manner.  I 
(hould  be  ungrateful,  could  I  fay  or 
do  any  thing  that  did  not  become 
you.  Leave  me,  therefore,  to  follow 
the  dictates  of  my  gratitude;  and  do 
not  requite  it  of  me  that  I  mi(behave 
myfelf  towards  you,  in  return  for 
the  benefits  I  have  received.  I  fhall 
never  be  guilty  of  it;  I  am  too  fenfi- 
ble  of  your  refpeclful  behaviour  to 
abufe  it;  and  I  will  not  ftick  to  own 
f  that  I  do  not  look  upon  all  your  care 
*  with 
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*  with  indifference.      You  know  the 
«  reafon  that  condemns  me  to  filence.' 

Ganem  was  ravifhed  at  that  declara- 
tion 5  he  wept  for  joy;  and  not  being 
able  to  find  expreffions  fignificant 
enough  in  his  own  conceit,  to  return 
Fetnah  thanks,  was  fatisfied  with  tell- 
ing her,  thatas  (he  knew  what  fheowed 
to  the  caliph,  he,  on  his  part,  was  not 
ignorant,  that  what  belongs  to  the 
matter  is  forbid  to  the  fervant. 

Night  drawing  on,  he  went  out  to 
fetch  a  light,  whicl^he  brought  in  him- 
felf,  as  alfo  fome  collation,  as  is  the 
cuftom  in  the  city  of  Bagdad;  where, 
having  made  a  good  meal  at  noon,  they 
at  night  are  fatisfied  with  eating  fome 
fruit,  and  drinking  a  glafs  of  wjne,  fo 
diverting  the  time  till  they  go  to  bed. 

They  both  fat  down  at  table,  and  at 
firft  complimented  eachother,prefer>ting 
the  fruit  reciprocally.  The  excellence 
of  the  wine  infenfibly  drew  them  both 
on  to  drinkj  and  having  drank  two  or 
three  glafles,  they  agreed  that  neither 
fliould  take  another  glafs  without  fmg- 
ing  fome  air  firft.  Ganem  fung  vei  fes 
he  compoled  extempore,  and  which  ex- 
preffed  the  vehemence  of  his  palfion; 
and  Fetnah, encouraged  by  his  example, 
compofed  and  fung  veries  relating  to 
her  adventure,  and  always  containing 
fomething  which  Ganem  might  take  in 
a  fenfe  that  was  favourable  to  him  ; 
bating  that  (lie  nicely  obferved  the  fide- 
lity due  to  the  caliph.  The  collation 
held  till  very  late,  and  the  night  was 
far  advanced  before  they  thought  of 
parting.  Ganem  then  withdrew  to 
another  apartment, lea vingFetnah  where 
(he  was,  the  women  (laves  he  had  bought 
coming  in  to  wait  upon  her. 

They  lived  after  this  manner  feveral 
days.  The  young  merchant  went  not 
abroad,  unlefs  upon  bufinefs  of  the  ut- 
moft  confequence,  and  even  for  that 
took  the  time  when  his  lady  was  at  her 
reft ;  for  he  could  not,  prevail  upon  him- 
felf  to  let  (lip  a  moment  that  might  be 
fpentin  her  company.  All  his  thoughts 
were  taken  up  with  his  dear  Fetnah; 
who,  on  her  iide,  giving  way  to  her  in- 
clination, confefTed  (lie  had  no  lefs  af- 
feclion  for  him  than  he  had  for  her. 
However,  as  fond  as  they  were  of  each 
other,  their  refpefl  for  the  caliph  kept 
them  within  thole  bounds  that  were  due 
to  him  ;  which  ftill  heightened  their 
pafllon. 

Whilft  Fetnah,  thus  fnatched  from 


w  nun 


the  jaws  of  death,  pafled  her  time  Co 
agreeably  with  Ganem,  Zobeide  was 
not  without  fome  apprehenfions  in  Ha- 
roun  Alrafchid's  palace. 

As  foon  as  the  three  flayes  entrufted 
with  the  execution  of  her  revenge  had 
carried  away  the  cheft,  without  know- 
ing what  was  in  it,  or  fo  much  as  the 
lead  curiofity  to  enquire  into  it,  as  be- 
ing ufed  to  pay  a  blind  obedience"  to  her 
commands,  fhe  was  feized  with  a  tor- 
menting uneafinefs:  a  thoufand  per- 
plexing thoughts  difturbed  her  reft; 
fleep  fled  from  her  eyes  ;  and  (he  fpent 
the  night  in  contriving  how  to  conceal 
her  crime.  '  My  confort,'  faid  lhet 

*  loves  Fetnah  more  than  ever  he  di<1 

*  any  of  his  favourites.     What  (hall  I 
'  fay  to  him  at  his  return,  when  he 

*  enquires   of  me  after  her  ?*     Many- 
contrivances  occurred  to  her,  but  none 
were  fatisfaftory.     Still  (he  met  with 
difficulties,  and  knew  not  where  to  fix. 
There  lived  with  her  an  ancient  lady, 
who  had  bred  her  up  from  her  infancy. 
As  foon  as  it  was  day  (he  lent  for  her; 
and,  having  entrufted  her  with  the  fe- 
cret,   faid — *  Dear  mother,  you  have 

always  been  affiftingto  me  with  your 
advice:  if  ever  t  ftobd  in  need  of  it, 
it  is  now,  when  the  bufinefs  before 
you  is  to  (till  my  thoughts,  diftracled 
by  a  mortal  concern,  and  to  (hew  me 
fome  way  to  fatisfy  the  caliph.' 
'  Dear  Madam,'  replied  the  old  lady, 
it  had  been  much  better  not  to  have 
run  yourfelf  into  the  difficulties  you 
labour  under;  but,  fince  the  thing  is 
done,  the  bed  is  to  fay  no  more  of  it. 
All  that  muft  now  be  thought  of,  is 
how  to  deceive  the  chief  of  the  be- 
lievers ;  and  I  am  of  opinion,  that 
you  immediately  caufe  a  wooden 
image  to  be  carved,  refembling  a 
dead  body.  We  will  (hrdud  it  up  in 
old  linen?  and,  when  (hut  up  in  a 
coffin,  it  (hall  be  buried  in  fome  part 
of  the  palace:  then  (hall  you  imme- 
diately caufe  a  marble  monument  to 
be  built,  after  the  manner  of  a  dome, 
over  the  burial-place,  and  erect  a  fi- 
gure, which  (hall  be  covered  with  a 
black  cloth,  and  fet  about  with  great 
candlefticks  and  large  wax  tapers. 
There  is  another  thing,'  added  the 
old  lady,  *  which  ought  not  to  be  for- 
got; you  muft  put  on  mourning,  and 
cauie  the  fame  to  be  done  by  all 
your  own  and  Fetnah's  women,  your 
eunuchs,  and  all  that  belong  to  the 
'  palace. 
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4  palace.  When  the  caliph  returns, 
'  and  fees  you  and  all  the  palace  in 
'  mourning,  he  will  be  fure  to  alk  the 

*  occafion  of  it :    then  will  you  have 
«  an  opportunity  of  infinuating  your- 

*  felf  into  his  favour,  faying  it  was  in 

*  refpeft  to  him  that  you  paid  the  laft 
'  honour  to  Fetnah,  fnatched  away  by 

*  fudden  death.  You  may  tell  him  that 
'  you  have  caufed  a  maufoleum  to  be 

*  built;  and,  in  fhort,  that  you  have 

*  paid  all   the  dues  to   his   favourite 
'  which  he  would  have  done  himfelf 

*  had  he  been  prefent.    His  paffion  for 

*  her  being  extraordinary,  he  will  cer- 
'  tainly  go  and  fhed  feme  tears  upon 

*  her  gravej  and,  perhaps,"  added  the 
old  woman,  *  he  will  not  believe  that 

*  fhe  is  really  dead.  He  may,  perhaps, 

*  fufpeft  that  you  have  turned  her  out 
'  of  the  palace  through  jealoufy,  and 
€  look  upon  all  the  mourning  as   an 

*  artifice  to  deceive  him,  and  prevent 

*  his  making  fearch  after  her.     It  is 
'  likely  he  will  caufe  the  coffin  to  be 

*  taken  up  and  opened  j    and  it  is  cer- 

*  tain  he  will  be  convinced  of  her  death 
«  as  foon  as  he  /hall  fee  the  figure  of  a 
c  dead  body  buried.  He  will  be  pleafed 
'  with  all  that  you   mall  have  done, 
'  and  exprefs  his  gratitude.     As   for 
e  the  wooden  image,  I  will  undertake 

*  to  have  it  cut  myfelf  by  a  carver  in 
*.  the  city,  who  fhall  not  know  what 

*  ufe  it  is  to  be  put  to.     As  for  your 

*  part,  Madam,  order Fetnah's  woman, 

*  who  yefterday  gave  her  the  lemonade, 

*  to  give  out  that  fhe  has  juft  found 

*  her  miftrefsdead  in  her  bed  :  and,  to 

*  the  end  that  they  may  only  think  of 

*  lamenting,   without   offering   to   go 
'  into  her  chamber,  let  her  add,  that 
'  fhe  has  already  acquainted  you  with 

*  it,  and  that  you  have  ordered  Mef- 
«  ronr  to  caufe  her  to  be  laid  out  and 

*  buried/ 

As  fcon  as  the  old  lady  had  fpoken 
thefe  words,  Zobeide  took  a  rich  dia- 
mond-ring out  of  her  cafket;  and  put- 
ting it  on  her  finger,  and  embracing  her 
in  a  perfect  tranfport  of  joy,  laid — 
How  infinitely  am  I  beholden  to  you, 
my  dear 'mother !  I  fhould  never  have 
thought  of  fo  ingenious  a  contriv- 
ance! It  cannot  tail  of  fuccefs  ;  and 
I  perceive  my  peaqe  cf  mind  begins 
to  be  reftored  to  me.  I  leave  the  care 
of  the  wooden  figure  to  you,  and  wilj 
go  myfelf  to  order  the  reft.' 


The  wooden  image  was  gof  ready 
with  as  much  expedition  as  Zobeidc 
could  have  wilhed,  and  then  conveyed 
by  the  lady  herfelf  into  Fetnah's  bed- 
chamber, where  fhe  d  re  fled  it  like  a 
dead  body,  and  put  it  into  a  coffin. 
Then  Mefrour,  who  was  himfelf  de- 
ceived by  it,  caufed  the  coffin,  and  the 
reprefentation  of  Fetnah,  to  be  carried 
away,  and  buried,  with  the  ufual  cere- 
monies, in  the  place  appointed  by  Zo- 
beide,  the  favourite's  women  weeping 
and  lamenting-,  (he  who  had  given  her 
the  lemonade  fetting  them  an  example 
by  her  cries  and  howlings. 

That  very  day  Zobeide  fent  for  the 
architect  of  the  palace,  and  of  the  ca- 
liph""? other  houfes  ;  and,  according  to 
the  orders  he  received  from  her,  the 
maufoleum  was  finifhed  in  a  very  Ihort 
time.  Such  potent  princefles  as  was 
this  confort  of  a  monarch  whofe  power 
extended  from  eaft  to  weft,  are  always 
punctually  obeyed  in  whatfoever  they 
command  by  all  the  court ;  fo  that  the 
news  of  Fetnah's  death  was  foon  fpread 
all  over  the  town, 

Ganem  was  one  of  the  laft  who  had 
heard  of  it ;  for,  as  I  have  before  ob- 
ferved,  he  fcarce  went  abroad.  Being 
at  length  informed  of  it — *  Madam,' 
faid  he  to  the  caliph's  fair  favourite, 
you  are  thought  to  be  dead  in  Bag- 
dad; and  I  do  not  queftion  but  that 
Zobeide  herfelf  believes  it.  I  blefs 
Heaven  that  I  am  the  caufe,  ami  the 
happy  witnefs,  of  your  being  alive  ; 
and  would  to  God  that,  taking  the 
advantage  of  this  falfe  report,  you 
would  mare  my  fortune,  and  ^o  far 
from  hence  to  reign  in  my  heart! 
But  whither  does  this  plealing  notion 
carry  me  ?  I  do  not  confider  that  you 
are  born  to  make  the  great  eft  prince 
in  the  world  happy  j  and  that  only 
Haroun  Alrafchid  is  worthy  of  you. 
Supposing  you  could  refolve  to  give 
him  up  for  me,  and  that  you  would 
follow  me,  ought  I  to  con  fent  to  it  ? 
No!  it  is  my  part  always  to  remem- 
ber, that  **  what  belongs  to  the  ma- 
'  rter,  is  forbidden  to  the  Have." 

The  lovely  Fetnah,  though  moved 
by  the  tendernefs  of  the  paffion  lie  ex- 
prefTed,  yet  prevailed  with  herfelf  not 
to  comply  with  it.  ,<  My  lord,'  faid 
fhe  to  him,  '  we  cannot  obftruct  Zo- 

*  beide's  triumphing;.     I  am  not  at  all 

•  ftirprized   at  the  "artifice  me  makes 

<     LiiC 
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ufe  of  to  conceal  her  guilt :  but  let 
her  proceed}     I   flatter  myfelf  that 
forrow  will  foon  follow  her  triumph. 
The  caliph  will  return,  and  we  (hall 
find  the   means  privately  to  inform 
him  of  all  that  has  happened.  In  the 
mean  time,  let  us  be  more  cautious 
than  ever,  that  Ihe  may  not  know  I 
am  alive.     I  have  already  told  you 
the  confequences.* 
Three  months  after  the  caliph  re- 
turned to  Bagdad  with  honour,  having 
vanquifhed  all  his  enemies  :  he  entered 
tft'e  palace  with  impatience  to  fee  Fet- 
nah,  and  to  lay  his  laurels  at  her  feet; 
but  was  amazed  to  fee  all  the  fervants 
he  had  left  behind  him  in  mourning. 
It  ftruck   him   without   knowing  the 
caufe;    and  his    concern  was  double 
when,    going  into    the  apartment  of 
Zobeide,  he  efpied  that  princels  coming 
to  meet  him,  with  all  her  women,  in 
mourning.     He  immediately  afked  her 
the  caufe  of  it  with  much   concern. 

*  Chief  of   the  Believers,'     anfweved 
Zobeide,  «  I  am  in  mourning  for  your 
'  (lave  Fetnah,  who  died  fo  iuddenly, 
«  that  it  was  impoffible  to  apply  any 

*  medicine  to herdiftemper.'  She  would 
have  proceeded,  but  the  caliph  did  not 
give  her  time,  being  fo  furprized  at  the 
news,  that  he  cried  out,  and  then  fell 
into  a  fwoon  in  the  arms  of  Giafar  his 
grand  vizier,  who  attended  him.  Com- 
ing foon  after  to  himfelf,  he,  with  a 
weak  voice,  which  fufficiently  expreffed 
his  concern,  afked  where  his  dear  Fet- 
nah had  been  buried.     *  Sir/  faid  Zo- 
beide,  *  I  took  care  myfelf  of  her  fu- 
neral, and   fpared    no  coft  to  make 
it   magnificent.      I    have   caufed    a 
marble  maufoleum  to  be  built  over 
her  grave;  and  will  attend  you  thi- 
ther, if  you  defire  it.' 

The  caliph  would  not  permit  Zobeide 
to  take  that  trouble,  but  was  fatisfied 
to  have  Mefrour  to  conduct  him.  He 
went  thither  juft  as  he  was;  that  is,  in 
his  camp  drefs.  When  he  .faw  the 
figure  covered  with  a  black  cloth,  the 
lighted  candles  all  about  it,  and  the 
magnificence  of  the  maufoleum,  he  was 
amazed  that  Zobeide  fhould  have  per- 
formed the  obfequies  of  her  rival  with 
fo  much  magnificence;  and,  being  na- 
turally of  a  jealous  temper,  he  fu- 
fpefted  his  wife's  generofity,  and  fan- 
cied his  miftrefs  might  perhaps  be  yet 
alive  ;  that  Zobeide,  taking  the  advan- 
tage of  his  long  abfence,  might  have 


turned  her  out  of  the  palace,  ordering 
thofe  whom  fhe  had  intruded  with  it  to 
convey  her  fo  far  oft7,  that  (he  might 
never  more  be  heard  of.  This  was  all 
he  fufpe&ed  ;  for  he  did  not  think  Zo- 
beicte  wicked  enough  to  have  murdered 
his  favourite. 

The  better  to  difcover  the  truth  him- 
felf, that  prince  ordered  the  figure  to  be 
removed,  and  caufed  the  grave  and  the 
coffin  to  be  opened  in  his  prefence  :  but 
when  he  faw  the  linen  which  wrapped 
up  the  wooden  image,  he  durft  not 
proceed  any  farther.  That  religious 
caliph  thought  it  would  be  an  irrefigi- 
ou s  aft  to  fuffer  the  body  of  the  dead 
lady  to  be  touched  ;  and  this  fcruple 
prevailed  above  his  love  and  curiofity. 
He  caufed  the  coffin  to  be  (hut  up  again, 
the  grave  to  be  filled,  and  the  figure  to 
be  placed  as  it  was  before. 

The  caliph,  thinking  himfelf  obliged 
to  pay  fome  refpeil  to  the  tomb  of  his 
favourite,  fent  for  the  minifters  of  re- 
ligion, the  officers  of  the  palace,  and 
the  readers  of  the  Alcoran;  and,  whilft 
they  were  calling  together,  he  remained 
in  the  maufoleum,  moiftening  the  earth 
that  covered  the  phantom  of  his  love 
with  his  tears.  When  all  the  perfons 
he  had  fent  for  were  come,  he  flood  be- 
fore the  figure,  and  they  about  it  re- 
cited long  prayers ;  after  which  the 
readers  of  the  Alcoran  read  feveral 
chapters. 

The  fame  ceremony  was  performed 
every  day  during  a  whole  month,  morn- 
ing and  evening,  the  caliph  being  al- 
ways prefent,  with  Giafar  the  grand 
vizier,  and  the  prime  officers  of  the 
court ;  all  of  them  in  mourning,  as 
well  as  the  caliph  himfelf,  who  all  that 
while  failed  not  to  honour  the  memory 
of  Fetnah  with  tears,  and  would  nst 
talk  the  lead  of  any  bufinefs. 

The  lad  day    of  the  month,    the 

Erayers  and  reading  of  the  Alcoran 
jfted  from  that  morning  till  break  of 
day  the  next  morning;  and  at  length, 
when  all  was  done,  every  man  returned 
home.  Haroun  Alrafchid,  being  tired 
with  fitting  up  all  that  time,  went  to 
take  fome  reft  in  his  apartment,  and 
fell  afleep  on  a  fofa,  between  two  of  the 
court-ladies,  one  of  them  fitting  at  the 
bed's-head,  and  the  other  at  the  feet ; 
who,  whilft  he  flept,  were  working 
fome  embroidery,  and  obferved  a  pro- 
found filence. 

She  who  fat  at  the  bed's-head,  and 
whole 
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whofe  name  wasNouron-Nihar,that  i&, 
Dawn  of  the  Day,  perceiving  the  caliph 
was  afleep,wliifpered  to  the  other,  called 
Nagmatos  Sobi,  fignifying  Morning- 
Star — *  There  is  great  news  !  The  chief 

*  of  the  Believers,  our  mafter,  will  be 

*  overjoyed  when  he  awakes,  and  hears 

*  what  I  have  to  fay  to  him  :    Fetnah 

*  is  not  dead;  fhe  is  in  perfecl  health.' 
— <  O  heavens!*  cried  Morning -Star, 
in  a  tranfport  of  joy,  '  is  it  poflible  that 

*  the  beautiful,  the  charming,  the  in- 
c  comparable  Fetnah,    fhould  be  ftill 
e  among  the  living?'    Morning-  Star 
tittered  thefe  words  with  fucha  fprightly 
air,  and  fo  loud,  that  thecaliph  awaked. 
He  a  Iked  why  they  had  disturbed  his 
reft.     *  Alas,  my  fovereign  lord!'  an- 
fwered  Morning- Star,  '  pardon  me  this 

indifcretion;  I  could  not  forbear  be-, 
ing  in  a  tranfpcrt  to  hear  that  Fetnah 
is  ftill  alive  ;  it  caufed  fuch  an  emo- 
tion  in  me,  that  I  could  not  contain 
myfelf.' —  <  What,  then,  is  become 
of  her,'  faid  the  caliph,  *  if  fhe  is 
not  dead  ?' — '  Chief  of  the  Believers,' 
eplied  Dawn  of  the  Day,  '  I  this  even- 
ing received  a  note,  not  figned,  from 
a  perfon  unknown,  but  written  with 
Fetnah's  own  hand,  who  gives  me  an 
account  of  her  melancholy  adven- 
tures, and  orders  me  to  acquaint  you 
with  it.  I  thought  fit,  before  I  ful- 
filled my  commiffion,  to  let  you  take 
fome  few  moments  reft,  believing 
that  you  muft  (land  in  need  of  it, 
after  your  fatigue.' — {  Give  me  that 
note,'  faid  tSie  caliph,  interrupting 
ier  in  a  disorderly  mannerj  '  you  were 
in  the  wrong  in  deferring  to  deliver 
it  t©  me.' 

Dawn  of  the  Day  immediately  de- 
livered him  the  note,  which  he  opened 
with  much  impatience  j  and  in  it  Fet- 
nah gave  a  brief  account  of  all  that  had 
befallen  her,  but  enlarged  a  little  too 
much  on  the  care  Ganem  took  of  her. 
The  caliph,  who  was  naturally  jealous, 
inftead  of  being  provoked  at  the  inhu- 
manity of  Zobeide,  was  only  concerned 
for  the  infidelity  he  fancied  Fetnah  had 
been  guilty  of  towards  him.     '  Is  it 
fo?'  faid  he,  reading  the  note.  *  The 
perfidious    wretch    has    been    four1 
months  with  a  young  merchant,  and 
has  the  impudence  to  boaft  of  the  re- 
fpecls  he  pays  her!  Thirty  days  are 
pad  fmce  my  return  to  Bagdad,  and 
fhe  now  bethinks  herfelf  of  fending 
me  this  news.    Ungrateful  creature! 


whilft  I  fpend  the  days  in  bewailing 
her,  fhe  paffes  them  away  in  betray- 
ing me  !  Go  to,  let  us  take  revenge 
of  the  falfe  woman,   and  the  bold 
youth  who  affronts  me  !' 
Having   fpoken    thefe  words,    that 
prince  got  up,  and  went  into  a  great 
hall  where  he  ufed  to  appear  in  pub- 
lick,  and  to  give  audience  to  the  great 
men  of  his  court.     The  firft  gate  was 
opened,  and  immediately  all  the  cour- 
tiers, who  expecled  that  moment,  en- 
tered.   The  grand  vizier  came  in,  and 
proftrated  himfelf  before  the  throne  the 
caliph  fat  on  :  then  rifing,  he  flood  be- 
fore his  mafter;  who,  in  a  tone  which 
denoted   that   he   would    be    inftantly 
obeyed,   faid  to  him—'  Giafar,  your 
prefence  is   requifite  for  putting  in 
execution  an  important  affair  I  am 
about  to  commit  to  you.     Take  four 
hundred  men  out  of  my  guards  along 
with  you,  and  firft  enquire  where  a 
merchant  of  Damafcus  lives,  whofe 
name  is  Ganem,  the  fon  of  Abou 
Ayoub.     When  you  have  learnt  it, 
repair  to  his  houfe,  and  caufe  it  to 
be  razed  down  to  the  foundations  5 
but  firft  fecure  Ganem,   and  bring 
him  hither,  with  my  flave  Fetnah, 
who  has  lived  with  him  thefe  four 
months.  I  will  punifh  her,  and  make 
an   example   of  that   infolent  man, 
who  has  prefumed  to  fail  in  his  re- 
fpecl:  to  me.' 

The  grand  vizier,  having  received 
this  pofitive  command,  made  a  low 
bow  to  the  caliph,  having  his  hand  on 
his  own  head,  as  a  token  that  he  would 
rather  lofe  it  than  difobey  him,  and  de- 
parted. The  firft  thing  he  did  was  to 
fend  to  the  fyndick,  or  head  of  the 
merchants,  for  fome  foreign  fluffs,  and 
fine  filks  of  the  new  ones  brought  by 
Ganem,  with  ftrift  orders,  above  all 
things,  to  enquire  after  the  ftreet  and 
houfe  he  lived  in.  The  officer  he  fent 
with  thefe  orders,  brought  him  back 
word  that  he  had  fcarce  been  leen  for 
fome  months,  and  no  man  knew  what 
could  keep  him  at  home,  if  he  was 
there.  The  fame  officer  told  Giafar 
where  Ganem  lived,  and  the  name  of 
the  widow  who  had  let  him  the  houfe. 

Upon  this  information,  which  could 
not  fail,  that  minifter,  without  lofing 
any  time,  marched  with  the  foldiers 
whom  the  caliph  had  ordered  him  to 
take;  went  to  the  mayor  of  the  cityj 
whom  he  alfo  caufed  to  bear  him  com- 
panyj 
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pany;  and,  being  attended  by  a  great 
number  of  carpenters  and  mafons,  with 
the  neceflary  tools  for  razing  of  ahoufe, 
came  to  that  where  Ganem  lived;  and 
finding  it  flood  alone,  without  being 
confined  any  way,  he  polled  his  foldiers 
quite  round  it,  to  prevent  the  young 
merchant's  making  his  efcape. 

Fetnah  and  Ganem  had  juft  dined, 
and  the  lady  was  fitting  at  a  window 
next  the  ftreet.    Hearing  a  noife,  fhe 
looked  out  through  the  lattice  5  and, 
feeing  the  grand  vizier  draw  near  with 
all  his  attendants,  fhe  concluded  that 
the  defign  was  upon  her  as  well  as  Ga- 
nem.   She  perceived  her  note  had  been 
received,  but  had  not  expected  lucb  an 
anfwer,   having  hoped  that  the  caliph 
would  have  taken  that  bufinefs  quite 
otlierwife.     She  knew   not  how  long 
that  prince  had  been  come  home;  and, 
though   (he  was  acquainted   with  his 
jealous  temper,    yet   (he  apprehended 
nothing  on   that  account.     However, 
the  fight  of  the  grand  vizier  and  the 
foldiers  made  her  quake  in  reality,  not 
for  herfelf,  but  for  Ganem  :    fhe  did 
not  queftion  clearing  herfelf,  provided 
the  caliph  would  but  hear  her.    As  for 
Ganem,   to  whom  fhe  was  kind  rather 
out   of  gratitude   than  affe6tion,    fhe 
plainly   forefaw  that  his  rival,  being 
incenfed,   would  fee  and  might  be  apt 
to  condemn   him,   on   account  of  his 
youth  and  mien.     Being  full  of  that 
thought,  fhe  turned  to  the  young  mer- 
chant, and  faid — '  Alas,  Ganem  !  we 
*  are  undone  ;  it  is  you  and  I  who  are 
'  fought  after  !'    He  prefently  looked 
through  the  lattice,  and  was  feized  with 
dread    when    he    beheld    the   caliph's 
guards    with   their   naked   fcymetars, 
and  the  grand   vizier,  with  the  civil- 
imgiftiate,  at  the  head  of  them.     At 
that  fight  he  flood  motionlefs,  and  had 
not  power  to  utter  one  word.  '  Ganem,' 
faid  the  favourite,  '  there  is  no  lofing 
of  time.  If  you  love  me,  put  on  the 
habit  of  one  of  your  flaves  immedi- 
ately, and  daub  your  face  and  arms 
with  foot  j    then   lay  fome  of  thefe 
dimes  on  your  head  :    you  may  be 
taken  for  a  fervant  belonging  to  the 
eating-houfe,  and  they  will  let  you 
pafs.  If  they  happen  to  afk  you  where 
the  mafter  of  the  Ifoufe  is,  anfwer, 
without  any   hefitation,   that   he  is 
within.' — '  Alas, Madam !'  anfwered 
Ganem,  lefs  concerned  for  him&lf  than 
for  Fetnah,  '  you  only  take  care  of  me  j 


what  will  become  of  you?'  —  *  Let 
not  that  trouble  you,*  replied  Fet- 
nah ;  *  it  is  my  part  to  look  to  that. 
As  for  what  you  leave  in  this  houfe* 
I  will  take  care  of  it ;  and  I  hope  it 
will  be  one  day  juftly  reftored  to  you, 
when  the  caliph's  anger  ihall  be  over; 
but  do  you  avoid  his  fury.  The  or- 
ders he  gives  in  the  heat  of  paffion  are 
always  fatal.' 

The  young  merchant's  affliction  was 
fo  great,  that  he  knew  not  whatcourfe 
to  fix  upon  ;  and  would  certainly  have 
fuffered  himfeif  to  have  been  feized  by 
the  caliph's  foldiers,  had  not  Fetnah, 
prefTed  him  to  difguife  himfeif.  He 
was  prevailed  upon  by  her  perfuafions, 
put  on  the  habit  of  a  flave,  and  daubed 
himfeif  with  foot;  it  was  high  time, 
for  they  were  knocking  at  the  door,  and 
all  they  could  do  was  to  embrace  each, 
other  lovingly.  They  were  both  fo 
overwhelmed  with  forrow,  that  they 
could  not  utter  one  word.  Thus  they 
parted.  Ganem  went  out  with  fome 
difhes  on  his  head  :  he  was  taken  for 
the  fervant  of  an  eating-houfe,  and  no- 
body offered  to  flop  him  j  on  the  con- 
trary, the  grand  vizier,  who  was  the 
firft  that  met  him,  gave  him  way  to  let 
him  pafs,  being  far  from  thinking  that 
he  was  the  man  he  looked  for.  Thdfe 
who  were  behind  the  grand  vizier  made 
•way  as  he  had  done,  and  thus  favoured 
his  efcape.  He  got  fpeedily  to  one  of 
the  city-gates,  and  fo  clear  away. 

Whilft  he  was  making  the  beft  of  his 
way  from  the  grand  vizier  Giafar,  that 
minifler  came  into  the  room  where 
Fetnah  was  fitting  on  a  fofa,  and  where 
there  were  many  cherts  full  of  Ganem'9 
equipage,  and  of  the  money  he  made  by 
his  goods. 

As  foon  as  Fetnah  faw  the  grand  vi- 
zier come  into  the  room,  fhe  fell  flat  on 
her  face;  and  continuing  in  that  pof- 
ture,  as  it  were  ready  to  receive  her1 
death — «  My  lord,'  faid  fhe,  '  I  am 

*  ready  to  undergo  the  fentence  paffed 

*  againft  me  by  the  chief  of  the  Be- 

*  lievers;  you  need  only  make  it  known 
'  to  me.' — '  Madam,'  aniwered  Gia- 
far, falling  alfo  down  till  fhe  had  railed 
herfelf,  *  God  forbid  any  man  fhould 

*  prefume  to  lay  his  prophane  hands  on 

*  you  !   I  do  not  defign  to  offer  you  the 
'  leaft  wrong.     I  have  no  farther  or- 

*  ders  than  to  intreat  that  you  will  be 
'  pleafed  to  go  with  me  to  the  palace, 

*  and  to  conduct  you  thither,  with  the 

3  G  'merchant 


416       ARABIAN  NIGHTS  ENTERT AINMENTS. 


merchant  who  lives  in  this  houfe.' — 
My  lord,'  replied  the  favourite,  Met 
us  go;  I  am  ready  to  follow  you. 
As  for  the  young  merchant,  to  whom 
I  am  indebted  for  my  life,  he  is  not 
here;  he  has  been  gone  about  a  month 
fince  to  DamafcuSj  whither  his  btlfi- 
nefs  called  him;  and  he  has  left  thefe 
chefts  you  fee  under  my  care  till  he 
returns.  I  conjure  you  to  caufe  them 
to  be  carried  to  the  palace,  and  or- 
der them  to  be  fecured,  that  I  may 
perform  the  promife  I  made  to  take 
.*  all  poffible  care  of  them.' 

«  You  fhall  be  obeyed,'  faid  Giafar; 
and  immediately  fent  for  porters,  whom 
he  commanded  to  take  up  the  cherts, 
and  carry  them  to  Mefrour. 

As  foon  as  the  porters  were  gone,  he 
vvhifpered  the  civil-magiftrate,  com- 
mitting to  him  the  care  of  feeing  the 
houfe  razed  ;  but  firft  to  caufe  diligent 
fearch  to  be  made  for  Ganem,  who, 
he  fufpefted,  might  be  hid,  whatfoever 
Fetnah  had  told  him.  Then  he  went 
out,  taking  the  young  lady  with  him, 
attended  by  the  two  flaves  who  waited 
on  her.  As  for  Ganem's  ftaves,  they 
were  not  regarded  ;  they  ran  in  among 
the  crowd,  and  it  was  not  known  what 
became  of  them. 

No  fooner  was  Giafar  out  of  the 
houfe,  than  the  mafons  and  carpenters 
began  to  raze  it;   and  did  it  fo  effec- 
tually, that  in  a  few  hours  none  of  it 
remained.      But  the  civil-magiftrate, 
not  finding  Ganem,  after  the  ftri6kft 
fearch,  fent  to  acquaint  the  grand  vi- 
zier with  it,  before  that  minifter  reach- 
ed the  palace.     '  Well,'  faid  Haroun 
Alrafchid,  feeing  him  come  into  his 
clofet,    c  have   you   executed  my  or- 
ders >' — <  Yes,  Sir,'  anfwered  Giafar; 
the  houfe  Ganem  lived  in  is  levelled 
whh  the  ground,  and  I  have  brought 
you  your  favourite  Fetnah;  fhe  is  at 
your  clofet-door,  and  I  will  call  her 
in,  if  you  command  me.     As  for  the 
young  merchant,  we  could  not  find 
him,  though    all   places  'have  been 
fearched ;    and  Fetnah   affirms   that 
he  has  been  gone  this  month  to  Da- 
mafcus.' 

Never  was  any  man  in  fuch  a  paf- 
fion  as  the  caliph,  when  he  heard  that 
Ganem  had  made  his  efcape.  As  for 
his  favourite,  being  poflefled  that  fhe 
had  been  falfe  to  him,  he  would  nei- 
ther fee  nor  fpeak  to  her.  *  Mefrour,' 
fcid  he  to  the  chief  of  the  eunuchs, 


who  was  then  prefent,  «  take  the  im- 
'  grateful,  the  perfidious  Fetnah,  and 
*  go  ihut  her  up  m  the  dark  tower!* 
That  tower  was  within  the  inclofure 
of  the  palace,  and  commonly  ferved  as 
a  prifcn  for  the  favourites  who  any  way 
difgufte'd  the  caliph. 

Mefrour,  being  ufed  to  execute  his 
fovereign's  orders,  though  ever  fo  un- 
jo-ft,  without  making  any  objection, 
obeyed  this  with  feme  relu&ancy.  He 
fignified  his  concern  to  Fetnah,  who 
was  the  more  grieved  at  it,  becaufe  me 
had  reckoned  that  the  caliph  would  not 
refufe  to  fpeak  to  her.  There  was  no 
remedy  but  to  fubmit  to  her  hard  fate, 
and  to  follow  Mefrour,  who  conducted 
her  to  the  dark  tower,  and  there  left 
her. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  caliph,  being 
incenfed,  and  only  con  fu  I  ting  his  paf- 
fion,  wrote  the  following  letter  with  his 
own  hand  to  the  King  of  Syria,  his 
coufm  and  tributary,  who  relided  at 
Damafcus. 


THE  LETTER  FROM  THE  CALIPH 
HAROUN  ALRASCHID  TO  MOHAM- 
MED ZINEBI,  KING  OF  SYRIA. 

'  COUSIN, 

'  nr^HIS  is  to  inform  you,  that  a 
•*-  *  merchant  of  Damafcus,  whofe 
name  is  Ganem,  the  fon  of  Aboi^ 
Ayoub,  has  feduced  the  moft  amiable 
of  my  women- flaves,  called  Fetnah, 
and  is  fled.  It  is  my  will,  that  when, 
you  have  read  my  letter,  you  caufe 
fearch  to  be  made  for  Ganem,  and 
fecure  him.  When  he  is  in  youjr 
power,  you  fhall  caufe  him  to  be 
loaded  with  irons,  and  for  three  days 
fucceffively  he  fhall  receive  fifty 
ftrokes  with  a  bull's-pizzle:  then  let 
him  be  led  through  all  parts  of  the 
city,  with  a  crier,  crying — "  This  is 

*  the  fmalleft  punifhment  the  chief  of 
'  the  Believers  infiicls  OR  him  who 

*  offends  his  lord,  and  debauchee  one 
'  of  his  flaves  !"  After  that,  you  {hall 

fend  him  to  me  under  a  ftrong  guard. 
It  is  my  will  that  you  caufe  his  houfe 
to  be  plundered  ;  and  when  it  fhall 
be  razed,  order  the  materials  to  be 
carried  out  of  the  city  into  the  mid- 
dle of  the  plain..  Befides,  if  he  has- 
father,  mother,  fifter,  wives,  daugh- 
ters, or  other  kindred,  caufe  them  to 
beftripped5  and  when  they  are  naked, 
4  expofe 
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indulging  her  forrow.  She  caufed  a 
dome  to  he  built  in  the  middle  of  the 
court  belonging  to  herhoufe,  in  which 
flie  placed  a  figure  repre  fen  ting  her  fon, 
and  covered  it  with  black  cloth.  She 
fpent  the  greateft  part  of  the  days  and 
nights  in  weeping  under  that  dome,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  if  her  fon  had  been 
buried  there.  The  beautiful  Alcolomb, 
or  Ravi  flier  of  Hearts,  her  daughter, 
bore  her  company,  and  mixed  her  tears 
with  her's. 

It  was  now  fome  time  fince  they  had 
thus  devoted  themfelves  toforrow,  and 
iince  the  neighbourhood,  heating  their 
cries  and  lamentations,  pitied  fuch  lov- 
ing relations,  when  King  Mohammed 
Zinebi  came  to  the  door,  wh'ch  being 
opened  by  a  Have  belonging  to  the  fa- 
mily, he  went  into  the  houfe,  inquir- 
ing for  Ganem,  the  fon  of  Abou  Ay- 
oub. 

Though    the  flave    had  never  ft-en 
King  Zinebi,  flie  eafily  guefled  by  his 
retinue  that  this    mu(t  be  one  of  the 
prime  men  in  Damafcus.     '  My  lord,* 
faid  me,  «  that  Ganem  you  enquire  for 
'  is    dead;    my    miftrefs,    his   mother, 
*  is  in  that  monument  you  fee  there, 
«  actually  lamenting   the  lofs  of  him.* 
The  king,  not  regarding  what  was  faid 
by  the  fl've,  caufed  all  the  houfe  to  be 
diligently  fearched   by   his  guards  for 
Ganem.     Then   he  advanced  towards 
the  monument,  where  he  faw  the  mother 
and  daughter  filling  on   nothing  bur  a 
mat,  by  the  figure  which  reprefented 
Ganem,  and  their  faces  appeared  to  him 
bathed  in  tears.     Thefe   poor  women 
immediately  veiled  themfelves,  as  foon 
as  they  beheld  a  man  at  the  door  of  the 
dome;    but   the  mother   knowing  the 
King  of  Damafcus,  got  up,  and  ran 
to  caft  herfelf  at  his  feet.     'My  good 
lady,'  faid    he,  '  I  was  looking  for 
yourfonGancm.  Is  he  here?' — 'Alas! 
Sir,'  cried  the  mother,  '  it  is  a  long 
time  fmce  he  has  ceafed  to  be.  Would 
to  God  I  had  at  lealt  put  him  into  his 
(hroud  withmy  own  hands, and  had  the 
comfort  of  having  his  bones  in  this 
monument! — O  my  fon,  my  dear  fon!* 
—She  would  have  faid  more,  but  was 
opprefled  with  fo  violent  forrow  that 
flie  was  not  able. 

Zinebi  was  moved,  for  he  was  a 
prince  of  a  mild  nature,  and  had  much 
companion  for  the  fufferings  of  the  un- 
fortunate. 'If  Ganem  alone  is  guilty,' 
thought  he  to  himfelf,  'why  ftiould  th« 
3  G  i  f  mother 


expofe  them  as  a  fpectacle  during 
three  days  to  the  whole  city,  forbid- 
ding any,  «n  pain  of  death,  to  afford 
them  any  ihelter.  I  expect  that  you 
will  no  way  delay  what  I  enjoin. 

«  HAROUN  ALRASCHID.' 


The  caliph  having  writ  this  letter, 
fent  it  away  by  an  exprefs,  ordering 
him  to  make  ail  poflible  fpeed,  and  to 
take  pigeons  along  with  him,  that  he 
might  tne  fooner  hear  what  had  been 
done  by  Mohammed  Zinebi. 

The  pigeons  of  Bagdad  have  this 
particular  quality,  that  though  v.ey  be 
carried  ever  fo  far,  they  return  to  Bag- 
dad as  foon  as  they  are  turned  loofe, 
efpecially  when  they  have  young  ones. 
A  letter  rolled  up  is  made  faft  linder 
their  wings  5  and  by  that  means  they 
have  fpeedy  advice  from  fuch  places  as 
they  defire. 

The  caliph's  exprefs  travelled  night 
and  day,  as  his  mafter's  impatience  re- 
quired j  and  being  got  to  Damafcus, 
went  directly  to  King  Zinebi's  palace, 
who  fat  upon  his  throne  to  receive  the 
caliph's  letter.  The  exprefs  having  de- 
livered it,  Mohammed  looking  upon  it, 
and  knowing  the  hand,  liood  up  to 
fhew  his  reflect,  ki(fed  the  letter,  and 
laid  it  on  his  head,  to  denote  that  he 
was  ready  fubmiffively  to  obey  the  or- 
ders contained  in  it.  He  opened  it }  and, 
having  read  it,  immediately  defcended 
from  his  throne,  and,  without  lofing 
time,  mounted  on  horftback  with  the 
prime-officers  of  his  houfhold.  He  allb 
lent  for  the  civil-magiftrate,  who  came 
to' him;  and  then  he  went  directly  to 
Ganem's  houfe,  attended  by  all  his 
guards. 

That  young  merchant's  mother  had 
never  heard  or  received  any  letter  from 
him  fmce  he  left  Damafcus  ;  but  the 
other  merchants  with  whom  he  went  to 
Bagdad  were  returned;  and  all  of  them 
told  her  that  they  had  left  her  fon  in 
perfect  health ;  however,  as  he  did 
not  return  himfelf,  and  neglected  to 
write,  the  tender  mother  could  not  but 
be  perfuaded  that  he  was  dead ;  and 
was  fo  fully  convinced  of  it  in  her  ima- 
gination, that  (he  went  into  mourning. 
She  bewailed  Ganem  as  if  (he  had  feen 
him  die,  and  had  herfelf  clofed  his 
eyes.  Never  mother  exprefled  greater 
forrow  :  and,  fo  far  was  (lie  from  feek- 
ing  any  comfort,  that  flie  delighted  in 
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mother  and  the  daughter,  who  are  in- 
nocent, be  punifhed  ? — Ah  !  cruel 
Haroun  Alrafchid,  what  a  mortifi- 
cation do  you  put  upon  me,  in  mak- 
ing me  the  executioner  of  your  ven- 
geance, obliging  me  to  perfecuie 
thofe  perfons  who  have  not  offended 
youP 

The  guards  the  king  had  ordered  to 
fearch  for  Ganem,  came  and  told  him 
they  had  loft  their  labour.  He  was 
fully  convinced;  the  tears  of  thofe  two 
women  would  not  leave  him  any  room 
to  doubt.  It  diftracled  him  to  be  oblig- 
ed to  execute  the  caliph's  order.  *  My 
*  good  lady,'  fsid  he  to  Ganem's  mo- 
ther, *  come  out  of  this  monument  with 
'  your  daughter;  it  is  no  place  of  fafety 
'  for  you.'  They  went  out;  and  he, 
to  fecure  themagainft  any  infult,  took 
off  his  own  robe,  which  was  very  large, 
and  covered  them  both  with  it,  bid- 
ding them'be  fure  to  keep  clofe  lohim. 
Then  he  ordered  the  multitude  to  be 
admitted  to  plunder,  which  was  per- 
formed with  the  utmoft  rapacioufnefs, 
and  many  fliouts,  which  terrified  Ga- 
nem's mother  and  fifter  the  more,  be- 
caufe  they  knew  not  the  reafon  of  it. 
The  rabble  carried  offthe  richeft  goods, 
chells  full  of  wealth,  fine  Perfian  and 
Indiar,  carpets,  cufhions  made  of  cloth 
of  gold  and  filver,  fine  China  ware;  in 
fhort,  all  was  taken  away,  nothing  was 
left  but  the  bare  walls  of  the  houfe  : 
and  it  was  certainly  a  difmal  fpeetacle 
for  the  unhappy  ladies  to  fee  all  their 
goods  plundered,  without  knowing  why 
they  were  To  cruelly  treated. 

When   the    houfe    was    plundered, 
Mohammed  ordered  the   civil    magif- 
trate  to  raze  the  houfe  and  monument; 
and  whilft  that  was  doing,  he  carried 
away  Alcolomb  and  her  mother  to  his 
palace.     There    it  was    he   redoubled 
their  affliction,  acquainting  them  with 
the  caliph's  will.  '  He  commands  me,' 
faid  he  to  them,    '  to  caufe  you   to  be 
ftripped,    and    expofed    ftark  naked 
for  three  'days  to  the  view  of  the  peo- 
ple. Itiswith  the  utmoftreluftancethat 
I  execute  that  cruel  and  ignominious 
fentence.'    The  king  delivered  thofe 
words  with  fuch  an  air,  as  plainly  gnade 
it  appear  his  heart  was   really  pierced 
with   grief  and  compaffion.     Though 
the  fear  of  being  dethroned  obftrueted 
his  following  the  diclates  of  his  pity, 
yet  he  in   fome   meafure  moderated  the 
Rigour  of  Harouri  Alraichid/s  orders, 


caufmg  coarfe  facks  like  frnocks,  with 
fleeves,  to  be  made  of  horfe-hair  for 
Ganem's  mother  and  his  fifter  Alco- 
lomb, or  Ravifher  of  Hearts. 

The  next  day,  thofe  two  victims  of 
the  caliph's  rage  were  ftripped  of  their 
cloaths,    and  their  horfe-hair   fmocks 
put  upon    them  ;  their  head- drefs  was 
alfo  taken   away,  fo  that  their  diflie- 
velled  hair  hung  upon  their  backs.    Al- 
colomb had  the  finer}  hair  in  the  world, 
and  it  hung  down  to  the  ground.     In 
that  condition  they  were  expofed  to  the 
people.    The  civil  magiftrate,  attended 
by  his  officers,  went  along  with  them, 
and  they  were  conduced  throughout 
all  the  city.  A  crier  went  before  them, 
who  every  now  and  then  cried — «  This 
*  is  the  punifhment  due  to  thofe  who 
'  have  drawn  on  themfelves  the  indig- 
'  nation  of  the  chief  of  the  Believers.' 
Whilft  they  walked  in   this  manner 
alongthe  ftreets  of  Damafcus,  with  their 
arms    and  feet  naked,    clad    in  fuch 
ftrange  garments,  and  endeavouring  to 
hide  their  mame  under  their  hair,  with 
which  they  covered  their  faces,  all  the 
people  were  diffolved  in  tears;  more  ef- 
pecially  the  ladies,  looking  on  them  as 
innocent  perfons,  through  their  lattice- 
windows,  and  being  particularly  mov- 
ed by  Alcoloinb's   youth  and  beauty, 
made  the  air  ring   with  their  dreadful 
mrieks,    as   they   parted    before    their 
houfes.    The  very  children,  frighted  at 
thofe  mrieks  and  at  the  fpeftacle  that 
occafioned  them,  mixed  their  cries  with 
that  general  lamentation,    and    added 
new  horror  to  it.    In  fhorr,  had  an  ene- 
my been  in  Damafcus,  and  then  put- 
ting    all     to    fire     and     fword,    the 
confternation     could    not    have  been 
greater. 

It  was  near  night  when  that  difmal 
fcene  concluded.  The  mother  and 
daughter  were  both  conduced  back  to 
King  Mohammed's  palace.  Not  being 
ufed  to  walk  barefoot,  they  were  fo 
fpent,  that  they  lay  a  long  time  in  a 
fwoon.  The  Queen  of  Damafcus, 
highly  afflicled  at  their  misfortune, 
notwithftanding  the  caliph's  prohibi- 
tion to  relieve  them,  fent  fome  of  her 
women  to  comfort  them,  with  all  forts 
of  refrefhments,  and  wine,  toraife  their 
fpirits. 

The  queen's  women  found  them  ftill 
in  a  fwoon,  and  almoft  paft  receiving 
any  benefit  by  what  they  offered  them. 
However,  with  much  difficult/  they 


ARABIAN  NIGHTS  ENTERTAINMENTS.       419 


were  brought  to  themfelves.     Ganerrfs 

mother    immediately    returned     them 

thanks  for  their  courtefy.     *  My  good 

<  lady/  faid  one  of  the  queen's  ladies 

to  her,    '  we  are  highly   concerned  at 

your  affliction;    and    the  Queen    of 

Syria,  our  miftrefs,  has   done  us   a 

favour  in  employing  us  to  aflift  you. 

We  can  affure  you,  that  princefs  is 

much  arfli&ed  at  your  misfortunes, 

as    well  as  the    king  her  comfort.' 

Ganem's  mother  entreated  the  queen's 

women  to  return  her  majelty  a  thoufand 

thanks  from  her  and  her  daughter  Al- 

colomb;  and  then,  directing   her    dif- 

courfe  to  the  lady  who  fpoketoher— 

«  Madam,'  faid  (he  to  her,    «  the  king 

'  has  not  told  me  why  the  chief  of  the 

'  Believers  inflicts  fo  many  outrages  on 

«  us  :  pray  be  pleafed  to  tell  us  what 

*  crimes  we  have  been  guiltyof?' — 'My 
'  good  lady,'  anfwered  the  other,  *  the 

*  origin   of  your  misfortune  proceeds 
'  from  your  fon   Ganem.     He  is  not 

*  dead,  as  you  imagine.    Heisaccufed 
'  of  having  ftolen  the  beautiful  Fetnah, 
«  the  beft  beloved  of  all  the  king's  fa- 
'  vouritcs;    and    having,     by    timely 
«  flight,  withdrawn  himfelf  from  that 

*  prince's  indignation,  the  puniihment 
«  is  fallen  on  you.    All  mankind  con- 
«  demns  the  caliph's  refentment;  but 
«  all  mankind  fears  him:    and  you  fee 

*  King  Zinebi  himfelf  dares  not  con- 

*  tradift  his  orders,  for  fear  of  incur- 
«  ring  his  difpleafure.     So  that  all  we 
«  can  do  is  to  pity  and  exhort_y_ou  to 
«  have  patience.' 

*  I  know  my  fon,'  anfwered  Ga- 
nem's mother;  *  I  have  educated  him 
«  very  carefully,  and  in  that  refpeft 
«  which  is  due  to  theCommander  of  the 
'  Believers.  He  has  not  committed  the 
'  crime  he  is  accufed  of;  I  dare  anfwer 
'  for  his  innocence.  But  I  will  give 
'  over  muttering  and  complaining, 
«  fince  it  is  for  him  that  I  fuffer,  and 
'  he  is  not  dead.— O  Ganem,'  added 
fhe,  in  a  tranfport  of  love  and  joy, 
'  my  deaf  fon  Ganem,  is  it  pofiible 
4  thafyou  are  ftill  alive!  I  no  longer 
'  am  concerned  for  the  lofs  of  my 
'  goods;  and,  how  extravagant  foever 
'  the  caliph's  orders  may  be,  I  forgive 
«  him  all  the  feverity  of  them,  provided 
'  Heaven  has  faved  my  fon.  I  am  only 
*  concerned  for  my  daughter;  her  fuf- 
«  ferings  only  afflict  me:  yet  I  believe 
<  her  to  be  fo  good  a  filter,  as  to  follow 
'  my  example.' 


At  the  hearing  of  thefe  words,  Alco- 
lomb,  who  till  then  had  appeared  in  - 
fenfible,  turned  to  ner  mother;  and 
clafping  her  armsabout  her  neck — 'Yes, 

*  dear  mother,' faid  (he,  'I  will  always 

*  follow  your  example,    whatever  ex- 

*  tremity  the  love  of  my  brother  brings 
'  you  to.' 

The  mother  and  daughter,  thus  in- 
terchanging their  fighs  and  tears,  con- 
tinued a  confiderabletime  in  fuch  mov- 
ing embraces.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
queen's  women,  who  were  much  mov- 
ed at  that  fpe&acle,  omitted  no  perfua- 
fions  to  prevail  with  Ganem's  mother 
to  take  fome  fullenance.  She  eat  a 
model  out  of  complaifance,  and  Alco- 
lomb  did  the  like. 

The  caliph  having  ordered  that  Ga- 
nem's kindred  (hould  beexpofed  three 
days  fucceffively  to  the  fight  of  the  peo- 
ple, in  the  condition  as  has  been  faid, 
Alcolomb  and  her  mother  afforded  the 
fame  fpe&acle  the  fecond  time  next  day, 
from  morning  till  night.  But  that  day 
and  the  following,  things  were  not 
done  after  the  fame  manner:  the  ftreets 
which  at  firft  had  been  full  of  people, 
were  left  quite  empty.  All  the  traders, 
incenfed  at  the  ill  uiage  of  Abou  Ay- 
oub's  widow  and  daughter,  (hut  up 
their  (hops,  and  kept  themfelves  clofe 
within  their  houfes.  The  ladies,  in- 
ftead  of  looking  through  their  lattice 
windows,  withdrew  into  the  back  parts 
of  their  houfes.  There  was  not  one  fool 
to  be  feen  in  the  publick  places  thofe 
two  unfortunate  women  were  carried 
through.  It  looked  as  if  all  the  inha- 
bitants of  Damafcus  had  abandoned 
their  city. 

On  the  fourth  day,  King  Moham- 
med Zinebi,  who  was  refolved  punc- 
tually to  obey  the  caliph's  orders, 
though  he  did  not  approve  of  them, 
fent  criers  into  all  quarters  of  the  city 
to  make  proclamation,  ftriclly  forbid- 
ding all  the  inhabitants  of  Damafcus, 
and  Grangers,  of  what  cond itionfoever, 
upon  pain  of  death,  and  having  their 
bodies  caft  to  the  dogs  to  be  devoured, 
to  receive  Ganem's  mother  and  fifter 
into  their  houfes,  or  to  give  them  a 
morfel  of  bread,  or  a  drop  of  water, 
and,  in  a  word,  to  afford  them  theleaft 
fupport,  or  hold  the  leaft  correfpon- 
dence  with  them. 

When  the  criers  had  performed  what 
the  king  had  enjoined  them,  that  prince 
Ordered  the  mother  and  the  daughter  to 

be 
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be  turned  out  of  the  palace,  and  left  to 
their  choice  to  go  where  they  thought 
fit.  As  foon  as  ever  they  appeared, "all 
perfons  fled  from  them,  fo  great  an 
imprefiion  had  the  late  prohibition 
made  upon  them  all.  They  eafily  per- 
ceived that  every  body  fiumned  them; 
but  not  knowing  the  reafon  of  it,  they 
were  much  furprized;  and  then-amaze- 
ment was  the  greater  when,  going 
into  any  ftreet,  or  among  fevernl  per- 
fons, they  knew  feme  of  their  beft 
Friends,  who  prefently  vanifhed  with 
as  much  fpeed  as  therefi.  'What  is  the 
*  meaning  of  this?'  faid  Ganem's  mo- 
tUer.  '  Do  we  carry  the  plague  about 
US?  Muft  the  urjuft  and  barbarous 
ufage  we  have  received,  render  us 
odiousto  our  fellow-citizens? — Come, 
my  child,1  added  the,  '  let  us  depart 
from  Damafcus  with  all  fpeed;  let 
us  not  flay  any  longer  in  a  city  where 
we  are  become  frightful  to  our  very 
friends.' 

The  two  wretched  ladies,  difcourfmg 
after  this  manner,  came  to  one  of  the 
ends  ofthecity,  and  retired  to  a  ruined 
houfe,  there  to  pafs  the  night.  Thither 
fame  Muffulmen,  or  believers,  out  of 
charity  and  compaflion,  reforted  to 
them  after  the  day  was  fliut  in.  They 
carried  them  provifions,  but  durft  not 
ftay  to  comfort  them,  for  fear  of 
being  difcovered,  and  punifhed  for  dif- 
obeying  *he  caliph's  orders. 

In  the  mean  time,  King  Zinebi  had 
let  fly  a  pigeon  to  give  Haroun  Alraf- 
chid  an  account  of  his  exa<5l  obedience. 
He  informed  him  of  all  that  had  been 
done,  and  conjured  him  to  direcl  what 
he  would  have  done  with  Ganem's 
mother  and  fitter.  He  foon  received 
the  caliph's  anfwer  the  fame  way, 
v.-hich  was,  that  he  baniflied  them  Da- 
mafcus  for  ever.  Immediately  the 
King  of  Syria  fent  men  to  the'old  houfe, 
with  orders  to  take  the  mother  and  the 
daughter,  and  to  conduct  them  three 
days  journey  from  Damafcus,  and 
there  to  leave  them,  forbidding  them 
tver  tofeturn  to  the  city. 

Zinebi's  men  executed  their  commif- 
fion;  but  being  lefs  precife  than  their 
mafter,  in  the  ftrift  performance  of 
every  tittle  of  Haroun  Alrafchid's 
orders,  they  in  pity  gave  Alcolomband 
her  mother  fome  fmall  pieces  of  money 
to  buy  them  fome  fubfiltence,  and  each 
of  them  a  bag,  which  they  hung  about 
their  necks,  to  carry  their  provifions. 


In  this  miferable  condition  they  came 
to  the  firit  village.  The  peaiants  flock- 
ed about  themj  and  as  it  appeared 
through  their  difgulfe,  that  they 
were  people  of  fome  faihion,  they  afked 
them  what  was  the  occafion  of  their 
travelling  after  that  manner,  in  a  habit 
that  did  not  fee m  properly  to  belong  to 
them.  Inftead  of  anfwcring  the  quef- 
tion  put  to  them,  they  fell  a  weepivg, 
which  only  ferved  to  heighten  the  curi- 
ofity  of  the  peaiants,  and  to  irove  them 
to  compalTion.  Ganem's  mother  told 
them  what  (lie  aud  her  daughter  had  en- 
dured, at  which  the  good  country  women 
weiefenfibly  affliclcd,  and  endeavoured 
to  comfort  them.  They  treated  them 
as  well  as  their  poverty  would  permit; 
they  took  off  their  horfe-hair  fmocks, 
which  were  very  uneafy,  and  put  them 
on  others  they  gave  them;  with  ihoes, 
and  fomething  to  cover  their  heads,  and 
fave  their  hair. 

Having  exprefled  their  gratitude  to 
thofe  charitable  women,  Alcolomb 
and  her  mother  departed  that  village, 
taking  fhort  journeys  towards  Aleppo. 
They  ufed  at  night  to  lie.  near  the 
mofques,  or  in  them  on  the  mats,  if  there 
were  any,  or  elfe  on  the  bare  pavement; 
and  fometimes  put  up  in  the  publick 
places  appointed  for  the  ufeof  travel- 
lers. As  for  fuftenance,  they  did  not 
want,  for  they  often  came  to  places 
where  bread,  boiled  rice,  and  other 

Erovifjons,  are  cliftributed  to  all  travel- 
ers who  defire  it. 

At  length  they  came  to  Aleppo,  but 
would  not  ftay  there;  and  holding  on 
their  journey  towards  the  Euphrates, 
crofled  that  river,  and  entered  intoMe- 
Ripotarnia,  which  they  traverfed  as  far 
as  Mouffoul.  Thence,  notwithftand- 
ing  all  they  had  endured,  they  proceed- 
to  Bagdad.  That  was  the  place  they 
fixed  their  thoughts  upon,  hoping  to 
find  Ganem  there,  though  they  ought 
not  to  have  fancied  that  he  was  in  a  city 
where  the  caliph  refided  5  but  they  hop- 
ed, becaufe  they  wifhed  it;  their  affec- 
tion rather  increafing  than  diminifhing, 
infpiteofall  their  misfortunes.  Their 
difcourfe  was  generally  about  him,  and 
they  enquired  for  him  of  all  they  met. 
But  let  us  leave  Alcolomb  and  her 
mother,  and  return  toFetnah. 

She  was  ftill  confined  clofe  in 
the  darkrtower,  ever  fince  the  day  that 
had  been  fo  fatal  to  Ganem  and  her. 
However,  as  difagreeable  as  her  prifon 
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was  to  her,  it  was  much  lefs  grievous 
than  the  thoughts  of  GanenTs  misfor- 
tune, tue  uncertainty  of  whofe  fate  was 
a  killing  affltdion  to  her.  There  was 
fcarce  a  moment  in  which  fhe  did  not 
larr.pot  him. 

One  night,  when  the  caliph  was  walk- 
ing by  himfclf  within  the  enclofureof 
his  palace,  as  he  frequently  did,  for  he 
was  themoft  pryingprince  in  the  world, 
and    fometimes    by    means    of    ihofe 
night  walks  he  came  to  the  knowledge 
of  things  that  happened  in  his  palace, 
which  would  otherwise  never  have  come 
to  his  ears;  one  of  thofe  nights,  in  his 
walk,  he  happened  to  pafs  by  the  dark 
tower,   and    fancying   he   heard  fome- 
body  talk,  he  ftopt,  and  drew  near  the 
door  to  liften,  and  diftin&ly  heard  thel'e 
words,  which  Fetnah,  whofe  thoughts 
were  always  on  Ganem,  uttered  with  a 
loud  voice  :  '  O  Ganem,  too  unfortu- 
nate Ganem  !  where  art  thou  at  this 
time;  whither  has  thy  cruel  fate  led 
thee  ?  Alas  !  it  is  I  that   have  made 
thee  miferable!    Why   did    you    not 
let  me  perifh  unhappily,  rather  than 
afford  me  your  generous  relief  ?  What 
a  difmal  reward  have  you  received  for 
your   care  and   refpeil  ?    The   com- 
mander of  the  Faithful,  who  ought 
to  haverequited,  perfecutes  you;  and  in 
return  for  having  always  looked  up- 
on me  as  a  perfon  referved  for  his  bed, 
you    lofe    all     your   goods,  and  are 
obliged  to  fetk  for  fafety  in  flight. — 
O    caliph,    barbarous    caliph  !  what 
will  you  lay  for  yourfelf  when  you 
mail  appear  with   Ganem  before   the 
tribunal  of  the  Supreme  Judge,  and 
the  angels  (hall  reftify  the  truth  before 
your  face?  All  the  power  you  are  now 
inverted  with,  and  which  makes  the 
beft  part  of  the  world  quake,  will  not 
prevent   you    being   condemned  and 
puniihed  for  your  violent  and  unjuft 
proceedings.'     Here    Fetnah    ceafed 
her  complaints,  her  fighs  and  tears  put- 
ting a  ftop  to  her  tongue. 

This  was  enough  to  bring  the  cafiph- 
tohimfelf.  He  plainly  perceived,  that 
if  what  he  had  heard  was  true,  his  fa- 
vourite muft  be  innocent,  and  that  he 
had  been  too  rafli  in  giving  fuch  orders 
again  ft  Ganem  and  his  family.  Being 
refolved  to  be  rightly  informed  in  an 
affair  which  fo  nearly  concerned  him  in 
point  of  equity, on  which  he  valued  him- 
felf,  he  immediately  returned  to  his  a- 
partmest,  and  that  moment  ordered 


Mefrour  to  repair  to  the   dark  tower, 
and  bring  Fern  ah  to  him. 

By  this  command,  and  much  more 
by  the  caliph's  way  of  delivery,  the 
chief  of  the  eunuch's  gueflTed  that  his 
mafter  detigned  to  pardon  his  favourite, 
and  take  her  to  him  again.  He  was 
overjoyed  at  it;  for  he  loved  Fetnah, 
and  had  been  much  concerned  at  her 
difgrace  :  and,  therefore,  flying  to  the 
tower — *  Madam,'  faid  he  to  the  fa- 
vourite, with  fuch  an  air  as  exprefled 
his  fatisfaftion,  '  be  pleafed  to  follow 
'  me.  I  hope  you  will  never  more  re - 
'  turn  to  this  vile  dark  tower.  The 
'  Commander  of  the  Faithful  htis  a 
'  mind  to  fpeak  with  youj  and  I  have 
*  reafon  to  hope  for  a  happy  ifTtie.' 

Fetnah  followed  Ivfefrour,  who  COT;- 
ducled  her  into  the  caliph's  clofet.    She 
proftrated    hcrfetf  before  that    prince, 
and  fo  continued,  letting  fall  a  /hower 
of  tears.     «  Fetnah,'  faid  the  caliph, 
without  bidding  her  to  rife,'  I  think  yoa 
charge  me  with  violence  and  injuf- 
tice.    Who  is  he  who,  notwithrhnd- 
ir.g  the  regard  and  refpeft  he  had  for 
me,    is    in    a   miferabje  condition? 
Speak  freely;  you  know  how  good-- 
natured I  am,  and  that  1  love  to  d» 
juftice.' 

By  thefe  words  the  favourite  con- 
ceived that  the  caliph  had  heard  what 
fhe  had  faid;  and,  laying  hold  of  fo  fa- 
vourable an   opportunity  to  cienr   her 
dear  Ganem — '  Commander  of  thetrae 
Believers,'  faid  fhe,  '  if  I  have  let 
fall  any  word  that  is  not  agreeable  to 
your  m?.jefty,  I  moft  humbly  befeecf* 
you  to  forgive  me.  But  he  whole  in- 
nocence and  misfortune  you  defjre  to- 
be  acquainted  with,  is  Ganem,  the 
unhappy  fon  of  Abou  Ayoub,  mer- 
chant of  Damafcus.     He  is  the  man 
who  faved  my  life,  and  afforded  meat 
fafe  fanftuary  in  his  houfe.     I  muft 
own  that,  frcm  the  firft  moment  he 
faw  me,  lie  perhaps  defigned  to  de- 
vote himfelf  to   me,    and  conceived 
hopes  of  engaging  me  to  admit  of  his 
fervice.      1  gue(fed  at  this    by   the 
eagernefs  he  fhewed  in  entertaining 
and   giving    me   all    the   attendance 
which   was  requifite  under  the  cir- 
cumftances  I  was  then  in;  but   as 
loon  a,s  he  heard  that  I  had  the  ho- 
nour to  belong  to  you—"  Alas,  Ma- 
'  dam,"  faid  he,  "that  which  belongs 
*  to  the  mafter,    is  forbidden  to  the 
'  fiave."     From  that  moment,  I  owe 
*  this 
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*  this  juftice  to  his  virtue,  his  beha- 

*  viour  was   always    fuitable  to    his 
5  words.     However,  you,  Commander 
'  of  the  true  Believers,  well  know  with 

*  what  rigour  you   have  treated  him, 

*  and  you  will  anfwer  it  before  the  trii 
f  bunal  of  God.' 

The  caliph  was  not  difpleafed  with 
Fetnah  for  the  freedom  of  thofe  words. 

<  But  may  I,'  anfwered  he,  *  rely  on 
'  the  affurances  you  give  me  ofGanem's 
'  virtue?1 — '   Yes,'    replied     Fetnah, 

*  you  may.    I  would  not  for  the  world 

*  conceal  the  truth  from  you;  and  to 
••  make  out  to  you  that  I  am  fincere,  I 

*  muft  own  one  thing  to  you,  which 

*  perhaps  maydifpleate  you;  but  I  beg 
'  pardon  of  your  majefty  before-hand.' 

*  —. <  Speak,  child,'  laid  Haroun  Alraf- 
chid;  '  I  forgive  all,  provided  you  con- 
«  ceal  nothing  from  me.' — 'Well,then,' 
replied  Fetnah,  '  let  me  inform  you, 

<  that  GanenVs  refpec~lful  behaviour, 
«  together  with  all  the  good  offices  he 

<  did  me,  gained  him  my  efteem.     I 

*  went  farther  yet ;  you  know  the  ty- 

*  ranny  of  love.  I  felt  fome  tender  in- 

*  clination  growing  in  my  breaft.     He 
«  perceived  it;  but  was  ftill  far  from 

*  taking  any  advantage  of  my  frailty; 
«  and,  notwithftanding  the  flame  which 

*  confumed  him,  he  ftill  remained  ftea- 
«  dy  in  his  duty,  and  all  his  pafilon 

*  could  force   from   him,  were  thofe 
«  words  I  have  already  told  your  ma- 

<  jefty — "That  which  belongs  to  the 
«  mafter  is  forbidden  to  the  flave." 

This  ingenuous  confeflion  might 
have  provoked  any  other  man  than  the 
caliph;  but  it  was  the  very  thing  which 
quite  appeafetl  that  prince.  He  com- 
manded her  to  rife;  and,  making  her  fit 
by  him — *  Tell  me  your  ftory,'  faid  he, 
«  from  the  beginning  to  the  end.'  She 
did  fo  with  much  art  and  wit,  (lightly 
pafiing  over  what  regarded  Zobeide, 
and  dilating  on  the  obligations  (he 
owed  Ganem,  the  expence  he  had  been 
at  for  her;  and,  above  all,  (he  highly 
extolled  his  difcretion,  endeavouring  by 
that  means  to  make  the  caliph  fenfible 
that  (he  had  been  under  the  necefllty  of 
lying  concealed  in  Ganem's  houfe  to 
deceive  Zobeide.  She  concluded  with 
the  young  merchant's  efcape,  which  (he 
plainly  told  the  caliph  (he  had  com- 
pelled him  to,  that  he  might  avoid  his 
indignation. 

When  (he  had  done  fpeaking,  that 
prince  faid  to  her— (  I  believe  all  you 


'  have  told  me.  But  why  was  itfolong 

*  before  you  let  me  hear  from  you? 
'  Was  thereany  nee/J  of  ftayinga  whole 

*  month  after  my  return  before  you  fent 
'  me  word  where  you  were?1 — '  Com- 
'  mander  of  the  true  Believers,'  an- 
fwered Fetnah,  '  Ganem  went  abroad 

*  fo  very   feldom,   that  you  need  not 

*  wonder  we  were  none  of  the  firft  who 

*  heard  of  your  return.     Befides  that, 
'  Ganem,  who  took  upon  him  to  deli- 

*  ver  the  letter  I  wrote  toNouron  Ni- 
'  har,  was  a  long  time  before  he  could 
'  find  an  Opportunity  of  putting  it  into 

*  her  own  hands.' 

'  It  is  enough,  Fetnah,'  replied  the 
caliph;  '  I  own  my  fault,  and  would 

*  willingly  make  amends  for  it  by  heap. 
f  ing  of  favours  on  that   young  mer- 

*  chant  of  Damafcus.  Therefore,  con - 

*  fider  what  I  can  do  for  him.     Afk 

*  what  you  think  fit,  and  I  will  grant 
'  it.'  Hereupon  the  favourite  fell  down 
at  the  caliph's  feet,  with  her  face  flat 
on  the  ground;  and  then  rifing  again, 
faid — '  Commander  of  the   true  Be- 
lievers, after  returning  your  majefty 
thanks  for  Ganem,  I  moft  humbly 
entreat  you  to  caufe  it  to  be  publifhed 
throughout  all  your  dominions,  that 
you  pardon  the  fon  of  Abou  Ayoub, 
and  that  he  may  fafely  come  to  you.' 

— *  I  will  do  more/rejoined  that  prince, 
in  requital  for  having  faved  your  life, 
and  therefpe&  he  has  bore  to  me,  to 
make  amends  for  the  lofs  of  hisgoods, 
and,  in  fhort,  to  repair  the  wrong  I 
have  done  to  his  family,  I  give  him 
to  you  for  a  hufband.'     Fetnah  had 
no  words  expreflive  enough  to  thank 
the  caliph  for  his  generofity:  (he  then 
withdrew  into  the  apartment  (lie  had  be- 
fore her  difmal  adventure.     The  fame 
furniture  was  ftill  in  it;  nothing  had 
been  removed:  but  that  which  pleafed 
her  moft  was,  to  find  there  Ganem's 
chefts  and  packs,  which  Mefrour  had 
taken  care  to  convey  thither. 

The  next  day  Harouri  Alrafchid  or- 
dered the  grand  vizier  to  caufe  procla- 
mation to  be  made  throughout  all  his 
dominions,  that  he  pardoned  the  fon  of 
Abou  Ayoub:  but  this  proved  of  no 
effeft;  for  a  long  time  elapfed  without 
any  news  of  that  young  merchant. 
Fetnah  concluded  for  certain  that  he 
had  not  been  able  to  furvive  the  pain  of 
loling  her.  A  dreadful  uneafinefs 
feized  her;  but,  as  hope  is  the  laft  thing 
which  forfakes lovers,  fhe  entreated  the 
caliph 
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caliph  to  give  her  leave  to  feek  forGa- 
nem  herfelf;  which  being  granted,  (he 
took  a  pur (3  with  a  thoufand  pieces  of 
gold  out  of  her  bafket,  and  one  morn- 
ing went  out  of  the  palace,  mounted  on 
a  mule  (he  had  out  of  the  caliph's  ita- 
bles,  very  richly  accoutred.  Black  eu- 
nuchs attended  her,  with  their  hands 
on  each  (ide  upon  the  mule's  but- 
tocks. 

Thus  (he  went  from  mofque  to 
mofqnc,  bcftowing  her  alms  among  the 
devoiees  of  theMahometan  religion,  and 
defiring  their  prayers  for  obtaining  the 
accompii(hment  of  an  affair  on  which 
the  happineis  of  two  perfons,  as  (he  told 
them,  depended.  She  (pent  the  whole 
day,  and  the  thoufand  pieces  of  gold, 
in  giving  alms  at  the  mofques,'and  re- 
turned to  the  palace  in  the  evening. 

The  next  day  (he  took  another  purfe 
of  the   fame   value;    and,  in   the    like 
equipage  as  the  day  before,  went  to  the 
place   where  all     the    jewellers     mops 
were,  and   (lopping  at  the  door  with- 
out alighting,  Cent  one  of  her  black  eu~ 
nuchs  for  the  fyndick  or  chief  of  them. 
That  fyndick, whowas  an  extraordinary 
charitable  man,  and  fpent  above  two- 
thirds  of  his  income  in  relieving  poor 
ftrangers,    whether    they   happened   to 
be  fick   or  in    dittrefs,  made  not  Fet- 
nah ftay,  knowing  by  her  drefs  that  (he 
was  a  lady  belonging  to  the  palace.   '  I 
*   apply  inyfelf  to  you,'  faid  (lie,  putting 
the  purfe  into  his  hands,  '  as  a  perfon 
whofe  piety  is  cried  up  throughout  the 
city;  1   defiie   you  to  distribute  that 
gold  among  the  poor  ftrangers  you 
relieve;  for  I  know  you  make  it  your 
bufmels  to  aflill  poor  ftrangers  who 
have  recourse  to  your  charity.     I  am 
all'o  fatisfied   that  you   prevent  their 
wants,   and    that   nothing   is    more 
agreeable  to  you  than  to  have  an  op- 
portunity of  eafing  their  mifery.'— 
Madam,'  anfwereJ  the  fyndick,  *  I 
(hall  obey  your  commands  with  plea- 
fure:    but,  if  you  defiie  to  exercife 
your  charity  in   perfon,   and  will  be 
pleafed  to  Itep  to  my  houfe,  you  will 
there  fee  two  women  worthy  of  your 
compaifion.     I    met   them  yefterday 
as  tiiey  were  co'ning  into  the  city; 
they  were  in  a  deplorable  condition; 
and  it%  moved  me  ttie  more,  becaufe  I 
thought  they   were  perfons  of  Come 
quality.     Through  all  the  rags  that 
covered   them,    notwithftanding    the 
iniprefiiun  the  fun  had  made  on  their 


faces,  I  difcovered  a  noble  air,  not  to 
be  commonly  found  in   thofe   poor 
people  I  relieve.    I  carried  them  both 
to  my  houfe,  and  delivered  them  to 
my  wife,  who  was  of  the  fame  opi- 
nion with  me.    She  caufed  her  (laves 
to  provide  them  good  beds,  whilft  (he 
herfelf  warned  their  faces,  and  gave 
them  clean  linen.     We  know  not  as 
yet  who  they  are,  becaufe  we  will  let 
them  take  (Tome  reft  before  we  trou- 
ble them  with  our  queftions.' 
Fetnah,  without  -being  able  to  give 
any  reafon  for  it,  had  a  curiofity  to  fee 
them.     The  fyndick  would  have  con  - 
dueled  her  to  his  houfe,  but  (he  would 
not  give  him  the  trouble,  and  was  f.i~ 
tisfiecl    that    a  flave  of   his    mould   go  , 
and  (hew  her  the  way.     She  alighted  at 
the  door,  and  followed  the  fyndick's 
flave,  who  was  gone  before  to  give  no- 
tice to  his  miftrefs,   me  being  then  in 
the  chamber  with  Aicolomb  and  her 
mother;  for  they  were  the  perfons  the 
fyndiok  had  been  talking  of  to  Fet- 
nah. 

The  fyndick's  wife  being  informed 
by  the  (lave  that  a  court-lady  was  in. 
her  houfe,  was  going  out  of  the  room 
to  meet  her;  but  Fetnah,  who  had  fol- 
lowed clofe  to  the  flave's  heels,  did  not 
give  her  fo  much  time;  and  coming  into 
the  chamber,  the  fyndick's  wife  fell 
down  before  her,  to  exprefs  the  refpe6t 
(he  had  for  all  that  belonged  to  the  ca- 
liph. Fetnah  took  her  up,  and  (aid  —  » 
4  My  good  lady,  I  defire  yon  will  let 
'  me  (peak  with  thofe  two  ftrangers 
'  who  arrived  at  Bagdad  laft  night.* 
—  '  Madam,'  anfwered  the  fyndick's 
wife,  '  they  lie  in  thole  two  little  beds 
'  which  you  fee  clofe  by  each  other/ 
The  favourite  immediately  drew  near 
the  mother's;  and,  viewing  her  careful- 
ly —  '  Good  woman/  faid  (he,  '  I  come 

*  to  offer  you   my  afliftance.     I   have 

*  confiderable  intereft  in  this  city,  and 
'  may  be   affifting  to   you   and   your 

*  companion.'-—'  Madam,'    anfwered 
Ganem's  mother,  *  I  perceive,  by  your 

*  obliging  offers,  that  Heaven  has  not 

*  quite  forfaken    us;  though  we  have 
«  had  caufe  to  believe  it,  after  fo  many 
'  misfortunes   as   have    befallen    us.' 
Having  uttered  thefe  words,  (he  wept 
fo  bitterly,   that  Fetnah  and  the  fyn- 
dick's wife  could  not  forbear  letting 
fall  feme  tears. 

The  caliph's  favourite  having  dried 
up  hers,  faid  to  Ganem's  mother—'  Be 
3  H  *  fo 


424        ARABIAN  NIGHTS  ENTERTAINMENTS. 


fo  kind  as  to  tell  us  your  mis  fortunes, 
and  recount  your  ftory.  You  can- 
not give  the  relation  to  any  perfons 
better  diipofed  than  we  are  to  ufe  all 
pofllble  means,  to  comfort  you.' — 
Madam,1  replied  Abou  Ayoub's  dif- 
confolate  widow,  *  a  favourite  of  the 
Commander  of  the  true  Believers,  a 
lady  whofename  13  Fetnah,  is  the  oc- 
cafionof  all  our  misfortunes.'  Thefe 
words  were  like  a  thunderbolt  to  the 
favourite;  but,  fupprefHng  her  concern 
and  uneafinefs,  (he  fuffered  Ganem's 
mother  to  proceed,  who  did  it  after 
this  manner.  «  I  am  the  widow  of 
Abou  Ayoub,  a  merchant  of  Damaf- 
cus.  I  had  a  fon  called  Ganem;  who, 
coming  to  trade  at  Bagdad,  has  been 
accufed  of  havrngdebauched  that  Fet- 
nah. The  caliph  hascaufed  fearch  to 
be  made  for  him  every  where,  to  put 
him  to  death;  and  not  finding  him,  has 
written  to  the  King  of  Damafcus,  to 
caufe  our  houfe  to  be  plundered  and 
razed,  and  to  expofe  my  daughter  and 
myfelf  three  days  fucceflively,  itark 
naked,  to  the  people,  and  then  to 
banifh  us  out  of  Syria  for  ever.  But, 
how  unworthy  foever  our  ufage  has 
been,  I  mould  dill  be  comforted  were 
my  fon  alive,  and  I  could  meet  with 
him.  What  a  pleafure  would  it  be 
for  his  lifter  and  me  to  fee  him  again! 
Embracing  him,  we  (hould  forget  the 
lols  of  our  goods,  and  all  the  evils 
we  have  fuffered  for  him.  Alas!  I 
am  fully  perfuaded  he  is  the  inno- 
cent caufe  of  them,  and  that  he  is  no 
more  guilty  towards  the  caliph  than 
his  fifter  and  I.* 

«  No  doubt  of  it,'  faid  Fetnah,  in- 
errupting  her  there.  *  He  is  no  more 
guilty  than  you  are;  I  can  affure  you 
of  his  innocence:  for  that  very  Fet- 
^nah  you  fo  much  complain  of  I  am  j 
who,  through  fome  fatality  in  my 
ftars,  have  occafioned  fo  many  mis- 
fortunes. To  me  you  muft  impute 
the  lols  of  your  fon,  if  he  is  no  more: 
but  if  I  have  occafioned  your  misfor- 
tune, I  can  in  fome  meafure  relieve 
jr.  I  have  already  cleared  Ganem  to 
the  caliph;  that  prince  has  caufed  it 
to  be  proclaimed  throughout  his  do- 
minions that  he  pardons  the  fon  of 
Abou  Ayoub;  and  I  do  not  quef- 
tion  but  that  he  will  do  you  as  much 
good  as  he  has  done  you  harm.  You 
are  no  longer  his  enemies.  He  ex- 
pels Ganem,  to, requite  the  fervice 


he  has  done  me,  by  uniting  our  for- 
tunes,.    He  gives  me  to  him  for  his 
confort;  therefore  look  on  me  as  your 
daughter,  and  permit  me  to  vow  an 
eternal  friendship  to  you.'  Having  fo 
faid,    (be    bowed   down    on  Ganem's 
mother;  who  was  fo  altoriifhed,  that 
fhe   could  return   no  anfwcr.     Fetnah 
held  her  a  long  time  within  her  arms  ; 
and  only  left  her  to  run  to  the  other 
bed  to  Alcolomb;  who,  fitting  up,  held 
out  her  arms  to  receive  her. 

When  the  caliph's  charmingfavourite 
had  given  the  mother  and  daughter  all 
the  tokens  of  affection  they  could  ex- 
pe£l  from  Ganem's  wife,  (he  faid  to 
them — '  Ceafe  both  of  you  to  afflict 
yourfelves.  The  wealth  Ganem  had 
in  this  city  is  not  loft,  it  is  in  my 
apartment  in  the  palace.  I  know  all 
the  treafure  in  the  world  cannot  com- 
fort you  without  Ganem  ;  I  judge  fo 
of  his  mother  and  fifter,  if  1  may  judge 
of  them  by  myfelf.  Blood  is  no  lefs 
powerful  than  love  in  great  minds. 
But  why  mould  we  defpair  of  feeing 
him  again?  We  (hall  find  him.  The 
good  fortune  of  meeting  with  you 
makes  me  conceive  frefh  hopes;  and 
perhaps  this  is  the  laft  day  of  your 
fufferings,  and  the  beginning  of  a 
greater  felicity  than  you  enjoyed  in 
Damafcus  when  Ganem  was  with 
you.' 

Fetnah  would  have  gone  on,  when  the 
yhdick  of  the  jewellers  came  in.  *  Ma- 
dam,' faid  he  to  her,  *  I  come  from 
feeing  a  very  moving  object  ;  it  is  a 
young  man,  a  camel-driver,  who  was 
carried  to  the  hofpitai  of  Bagdad  : 
he  was  bound  with  cords  on  a  camel, 
becaufe  he  had  not  ftrength  enough 
to  fit  on  him.  I  went  clofe  up  to  the 
young  man,  viewed  him  carefully, 
and  fancied  his  countenance  was  not 
altogether  unknown  to  me.  I  afked 
him  fome  queltions  concerning  his 
family  and  his  country;  but  all  the 
anfwers  I  could  get  confilted  only  in 
fighs  and  tears,  I  took  pity  on  him  j 
and  perceiving,  by  being  fo  much 
u-T«r^  to  lick  people,,  that  he  had  great 
need  to  have  particular  care  taken  of 
him,  I  would  not  permit  him  to  be 
put  into  the  hofpitai ;  for  I  am  too 
well  acquainted  with  their  way  of 
looking  to  the  fick,  and  am  fenfible 
of  the  incapacity  of  the  phyficians. 
1  have  caufed  him  to  be  brought 
home  to  my  houfe  by  my  (laves;  and 
*  they 
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ing  what  he  looked  for,  cried  out— 
What  is  become  of  you,  charming 
Fetnah  ?  Did  you  really  appear  be- 
fore my  eyes,  or  was  it  only  an  illu- 
fion?' — '  No,  Sir,'  /aid  the  fyndick  $ 
itwasnoillufion  :  it  was  I  whocaufed 
that  lady  to  withdraw ;  but  you  (hall 
fee  her  again  as  foon  as  you  are  in  a 
condition  to  bear  her  fight.  You  now 
ftand  in  need  of  reft,  and  nothing 
ought  to  obftruft  your  taking  it.  The 
pofture  of  your  affairs  is  altered,  fince 
you  are,  as  I  fuppofe,  that  Ganem, 
in  favour  of  whom  the  Commander 
of  the  true  Believers  has  caufed  a 
proclamation  to  be  made  in  Bagdad, 
declaring,  that  he  forgives  him  what 
is  part.  Befatisfied,  for  the  prefent, 
with  knowing  io  much  :  the  lady  who 
juft  now  fpoke  to  you  will  acquaint 
you  with  the  reft  ;  therefore  think  of 
nothing  but  recovering  your  health  ; 
I  will  contribute  all  that  fhall  be  ia 
my  power  towards  it.'  Having  fpoke 
thofe  words,  he  left  Ganem  to  take  his 
reft,  and  went  himftlf  to  provide  all 
fuch  medicines  for  him  as  were  proper 
to  recover  his  ftrength,  which  was  quite 
fpent  by  want  and  toil. 

During  that  time,  Fetnah  was  in  the 
room  with  Alcolomb  and  her  mother, 
where  almoft  the  fame  fcene  was  afted 
over  again;  for  when  Ganem's  mother 
underftood  that  the  fick  man  whom  the 
fyndick  had  then  newly  brought  into 
his  houfe  was  Ganem  himfelf,  fhe  was 
fo  overjoyed,  that  (he  alfo  fwooned 
away,  and  when,  with  the  afliftancc  of 
Fetnah  and  the  fyndick's  wife,  fhe  was 
again  ccme  to  herfelf,  (he  would  have 
got  up  to  go  and  fee  her  fon  j  but  the 
fyndick  then  coming  in,  hindered  her, 
giving  her  to  underftand  that  Ganem 
was  fo  weak  and  feeble,  thaf  it  would 
endanger  his  life  to  excite  in  him  thofe 
commotions,  which  muft  be  the  confe- 
quence  of  the  unexpected  fight  of  a  be- 
loved  mother  and  filter.  There  was  no 
occafion  for  the  fyndick's  making  any 
long  difcourfes  to  perfuade  Ganem'? 
mother  :  as  foon  as  (he  was  told  that 
fhe  could  not  difcourfe  her  fon  without 
hazarding  his  life,  fhe  ceafed  infifting 
to  go  to  fee  him.  Then  Fetnah,  turn- 
ing the  difcourfe,  faid — '  Let  us  blefs 
Heaven,  for  having  brought  us  all 
together  into  one  place.  I  will  return 
to  the  palace,  to  give  the  caliph  an 
account  of  all  thefe  adventures,  and 
to  morrow  morning  I  will  return  to 
3  H  a  «  you.* 


*  they  are  now,  by  my  orders,  putting 
'  on  fome  of  my  own  linen,  and  ferv« 
<  ing  him  as  they  would  do  me,  in  a 

*  chamber  for  that  purpofe.' 
Fetnah's  heart  leaped  at  thefe  words 

of  the  jeweller;  and  fhe  felt  a  fudden 
emotion,  for  which  fhe  coujd  not  ac- 
count. *  Shew  me,'  faid  (he  to  the 
fyndick*  c  into  the  fick  man's  room  j  I 

*  would  gladly  fee  him.'  The  fyndick 
conducted  her;  and  whilft  (lie  was  go- 
ing thither,  G.mem's  mother  faid  to  Al- 
colomb— '  Alas,  daughter!  as  wretch - 
«  ed  as  that  fick  ftranger  is,  your  bro- 
'  ther,  if  he  be  living,  is  not  perhaps  in 

*  a  more  happy  condition.' 

The  caliph's  favourite  coming  into 
the  chamber  where  the  fick  man  was, 
drew  near  the  bed,  into  which  the  fyn- 
dick's  (lave  had  already  laid  him.  She 
fawa  young  man  whofeeyes  wereclofed, 
his  countenance  pale,  disfigured,  and 
bathed  in  tears.  She  gazed  earneftly  CHI 
him;  her  heart  beat,  and  (he  fancied 
flie  beheld  Ganem  :  but  yet  (he  would 
not  beHeve  her  eyes.  Though  (lie 
found  fomething  of  Ganem  in  the  ob- 
ject (he  beheld,  yet,  in  other  refpecls, 
he  appeared  fo  different,  that  (he  durft 
not  imagine  that  it  was  him  who  lay" 
before  her.  However,  not  being  able 
towithftand  the  earned  defire  of  being 
fatisfied— *  Ganem,'  faid  (he,  with  a 
quivering  voice,  *  is  it  you  I  behold  ?' 
Having  fpoken  thefe  words,  (he  (lopped 
to  give  the  young  man  time  to  anfwer; 
hut  obferving  that  he  feemed  infen- 
f,ble — '  Alas,  Ganem  !'  added  (he,  «  it 
is  not  you  whom  I  talk  to !  My  ima- 
gination being  overcharged  with  your 
image,  has  given  this  Granger  a  de- 
ceitful refemblance.  The  fon  of  Abou 
Ayoub,  though  ever  fo  fick,  would 
know  the  voice  of  Fetnah.*  At  the 
name  of  Fetnah,  Ganem  (for  it  was 
really  him)  opened  his  eyes,  and  turned 
his  face  towards  the  perfon  who  fpoke 
to  him  ;  and  knowing  the  caliph's  fa- 
vourite— '  Ah,  Mad  a  no  T  faid  he, 
'  what  miracle——'  -He  could  fay  no 
more;  fuch  a  fudden  tranfport  of  joy 
feized  him,  that  he  fell  into  a  fwoon. 
Fetnah  and  the  fyndick  did  all  they 
could  to  bring  him  to  himfelf;  but,  as 
foon  as  they  perceived  that  he  began  to 
revive,  the.  fyndick  delired  the  lady  to 
withdraw,  left  the  fight  of  her  fhould 
heighten  Ganem's  diftemper. 

The  young  man  having  recovered  his 
fenfes,  looked  all  about}  and  not  fee- 


426        ARABIAN  NIGHTS    ENTERTAINMENTS. 


'  you.'  This  faid,  (he  embraced  the 
mother  and  the  daughter,  and  went 
away.  As  foon  as  (he  came  to  the  pa- 
lace, (he  Tent  Mefrour  to  defire  to  be 
admitted  to  the  caliph  in  private,  which 
was  immediately  granted  ;  and  being 
brought  into  that  prince's  clofet,  where 
he  was  alone,  (he  proftrated  herfelf  at 
his  feet,  with  her  face  on  ttie  ground,- 
according  to  cuftom.  He  commanded 
her  to  rife ;  and,  having  made  her  fit 
down,  aflced  whether  (he  had  heard  any 
news  of  Ganem.  '  Commander  of  the 
'  true  Believers,'  faid  (he,  <  I  have 

*  been  fo  fuccefsful,  that  I  have  found 
«  him,  as  alfo  his  mother  and  fitter.' 
The  caliph  was  curious  to  know  how 
fhe  could  find  them  in  fo  (hort  a  time  ; 
and  fhe  fatisfied  his  curiofity,  faying  fo 
many  things  in  commendation  of  Ga- 
nem's   mother  and  lifter,  that  he  de- 
fired  to  fee  them  as  well  as  the  young 
merchant. 

Though  Haroun  Alrafchid  was  paf- 
fionate,  and  in  his  heat  fometimes  guilty 
of  cruel  actions;  yet,  to  make  amends, 
he  was  juft,  and  the  moft  generous 
prince  in  the  world,  as  foon  as  his  anger 
was  over,  and  he  was  made  fenfible  of 
the  wrong  he  had  done.  Therefore, 
having  no  longer  caufe  to  doubt  but 
that  he  had  unjuftly  perfecuted  Ganem 
and  his  family,  and  having  publickly 
•wronged  them,  he  refolved  to  make 
them  publick  fatisfaclion.  *  I  am  over- 
'  joyed,'  faid  he  to  Fetnah,  '  that  your 

*  fearch  has  proved  fo  fuccefsful  :  it  is 

*  a  mighty  fatisfaclion  to  me,  not  fo 
'  mucli  for  your  fake,  as  for  my  own. 

*  I  will  keep  the  promife  I  have  made 

*  you  t  you  (hall  marry  Ganem  j  and 
'  I  here  declare  you  are  ro  longer  my 

*  flavej   yuu  are  free,    Go  back  to  that 
«  young  merchant;    and  as  foon  as  he 
'  has  recovered   his   health,  you   (hall 
'  bring  him  to  me,  with  his  mother  and 
«  fifter.' 

The  next  morning  early  Fetnah  re- 
paired to  the  fyndick  of  the  jewellers, 
being  impatient  to  hear  of  Ganem's 
health,  and  to  tell  the  mother  and 
daughter  the  good  news  fhe  had  for 
them.  The  firft  perfon  (lie  met  with 
was  the  fyndick,  who  told  her  that  Ga- 
nem had  reded  very  well  that  night  ; 
and  that  his  diftemper  altogether  pro- 
ceed ing  from  melancholy,  and  the  caufe 
being  removed,  he  would  foon  recover 
his  health. 

Accordingly,  the  fon  of  Abou  Ay- 


oub  was  much  mended.  Reft,  and  the 
good  medicines  applied  to  him,  but, 
above  all,  the  eafinefs  of  his  mind,  had 
wrought  fo  good  an  effect,  that  the 
fyndick  thought  he  might,  without 
danger,  fee  his  mother,  his  fifter,  and 
his  miftrefs,  provided  he  was  prepared 
to  receive  them  ;  becaufe  there  was 
ground  to  fear  that,  not  knowing  his 
mother  and  fifter  were  at  Bagdad,  the 
fight  of  them  might  occafion  too  great 
a  jov  and  furprize.  It  was  therefore 
refolved,  that  Fetnah  mould  firft  go 
alone  into  Ganem's  chamber,  and  then 
make  a  fign  to  the  two  other  ladies  to 
appear  when  fhe  thought  fit. 

Affairs  being  fo  ordered,  the  fick 
man  was  acquainted  with  Fetnah's 
coming  by  the  fyndick;  which  was  fo 
ravifhinga  fight  to  him,  that  he  was 
again  near  falling  into  a  fwoon.  '  Well, 
'  Ganem,'  faid  fhe,  drawing  near  to 
his  bed,  '  you  have  again  found  your 
'  Fetnah,  whom  you  thought  you  had 

*  loft  for  ever.'—'  Ah,  Madam  !'  faid 
he,  interrupting  her,    '   what  miracle 
'  has   reftored    you    to    my    fight?     I 

*  thought  you  were  in  the  caliph's  pa- 

*  lace  :  that  prince  has  doubtlefs  given 
'  ear  to  you  !  You    have  difpelled  his 

*  jealoufy,  and  he  has  reftored  you  to 
{   his  favour  !' 

'  Yes,  my  dear  Ganem  !'  anfwered 
Fetnah,  '  I  have  cleared  myfelf  before 

*  the  Commander  of  the  tiueBelieversj 

*  who,  to  make  amends  for  the  wrong 
'  he  has  done  you     beftows  me  on  you 

*  for  a  wife.'     Thefe  laft  words  occa- 
fioned  fuch  an  excefs  of  joy  in  Ganem, 
that   he  knew  not  for  a  while  how  to 
exprefs  himfeif  otherwife  than  by  that 
paflionate   filence    fo    well    known  to 
lovers.      At  length  he  broke  out  with 
thefe  words:   '  Ah,  beautiful  Fetnah  ! 

*  may  I  give  credit  to   what  you    tell 

*  me?     May  I  believe  that  the   caliph 
'  really  refigns  you  to  Abou  Ayoub  s 
«   fon  ?' — *  Nothing   is  more  certain,' 
anfwcred  the  lady.     '  That  prince,  who 
'   before  cau  fed 'fearch   to  be  made  for 
'   you  to  take  away  your  life,  and  who, 
'   in  his  fury,   caufed  your  mother  and 

*  your  fifter  to  fuffer  a  thoufand  indig- 
'   mries,  defires  now  to  fee  you,  that  he 
'  may  reward  the  refpecl:  you  had  for 

*  him  ;  and  there  is  no  queftton  to  be 

*  made  but  that  he  will    he   profufe  in 
'  his  favours  to  your  family." 

Ganem   aflced   what   the   caliph   had 

done  to  his  mother  and  fifter,  which 

Fetnah 
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Fefnah  told  him;  and  he  could  not  for- 
bear letting  fall  fome  tears  at  the  re- 
lation, notwithftanding  his  thoughts 
were  fo  full  of  the  news  that  he  heard 
of  being  married  to  his  miftrefs.  But 
when  Fetnah  informed  him  that  they 
were  actually  in  Bagdad,  and  in  the 
lame  houfe  with  him,  he  appeared  fo 
impatient  to  fee  them,  that  the  fa- 
vourite could  no  linger  defer  giving 
him  that  fatisfaction;  -and  accordingly 
called  thei'i  in,  They  were  then  at  the 
door,  only  waiting  that  moment.  They 
went  in,  made  up  to  Ganem,  and  em- 
bracing him  in  their  turns,  gave  him  a 
thoufand  kifles.  How  many  tears  were 
(bed  amidft  thofe  embraces  !  Ganem's 
face  was  bathed  with  them,  as  well  as 
his  mother's  and  filter's  ;  an-J  Fetnah 
let  fall  abundance.  The  fyndick  hirn- 
felf  and  his  wife,  being  moved  at  the 
fpeclacle,  could  not  forbear  weeping, 
nor  fufticiently  admire  the  fecret  work- 
ings of  Providence,  which  brought  to- 
gether into  their  houfe  four  perfons 
whom  Fortune  had  fo  cruelly  parted. 

When  they  had   all  dried  up   their 
tears,  Ganem  drew  a  frefli    fupply  by 
the  recital  of  all   that  he  had  fuffered 
from  the  day  he  left  Fetnah  till  the  mo- 
ment the  fyndick  brought  him  to  his 
houfe.   He  told  them,  that  having  taken 
up  in  a  frnall  village,  he  there  fell  fick; 
that  fome  charitable  peafants  had  taken 
care  of  him;  but  finding  he  did  not  re- 
cover, a  camel-driver  had  undertaken 
to  carry  him  to  the  hofpital  at  Bagdad. 
Fetnah  alfo  told  them  all  the  uneafmefs 
of  her  imprifonment ;  how  the  caliph, 
having  heard  her  talk  in  the  tower,  had 
fen t  for  her  into  his  clofet;   and  how 
fhe  had  cleared  herfelf.   In  conclufion, 
when  they  had  all  related  what  acci- 
dents had  befallen  them,  Fetnah  faid — 
Let    us    blefs    Heaven,    which    has 
brought  us  all   together  again;  and 
let  us  think  of  nothing  but  the  hap- 
pinefs  that  attends  us.     As  foon  as 
Ganem  has  recovered  his  health,   he 
murt  appear  before  the  caliph,  with 
his  mother  and  fitter  :   but,  becaufe 
they  are  not  in  a  condition  to  be  feen, 
I  will  go  and   make  fotne  provifion 
for  them.     I  deiiie  you  to  ftay  a  mo- 
ment for  me.' 

This  faid,  (lie  went  away  to  the  pa- 
lace, and  loon  returned  to  the  fyndick's 
with  a  purfe  containing  a  thoufand 
pieces  of  gold,  which  far.  delivered  to 
the  fyndick,  defiling  him  to  buy  cloaths 


for  the  mother  and  daughter.  The 
fyndick, who  was  a  man  of  a  good  fancy, 
chofe  fuch  as  were  extraordinarily 
fine,  and  had  them  made  up  with  all 
fpeed.  They  were  finilhed  in  three 
days  ;  and  Ganem,  finding  himfelf 
ftrong  enough  to  go  abroad,  prepared 
for  it  :  but  on  the  dav  he  had  appoint- 
ed to  pay  his  refpecls  to  the  caliph, 
when  he  was  making  ready,  with  his 
mother  and  filter,  the  grand  vizier  Gia- 
far  came  to  the  fyndick's  hoafe. 

That  minifter  came  on  horfeback, 
attended  by  a  great  number  of  officers. 

*  Sir,'  faid  he  to  Ganem,  as  foon  as  he 
went  in,   *  I  am  come  from  the  Com- 
mander of  the   true  Believers,    my 
mafter  and  yours:  the  orders  I  have 
differ  very  much  from  thofe  which  I 
do   not  care  to  revive  in   your  me- 
mory.    I  am  to  bear  you  company, 
and  to  prefent  you  to  the  caliph,  who 
is  defirous  to  fee  you.*     Ganem  re- 
turned no  other  anfwer  to  the  vizier's 
compliments  than  by  profoundly  bow- 
ing his  head;  and  then  mounted  a  horfe 
brought  from  the  caliph's  (tables,  which 
he  managed  verv  gracefully.  The  mo- 
ther and    daughter   were  mounted  on 
mules   belonging  to  the   palace;    and 
whilft  Fetnah  led  them  a  bye-way  to  the 
prince's  court,  Giafar  conducted  Ga- 
nem  another  way,    and  brought  him 
into  the  prefence-  chamber.  The  caliph 
was  there  fitting  on  his  throne,  encom- 
pafled   with  emirs,  viziers,   and   other 
attendants  and  courtiers,  Arabs,  Per- 
fians,  Egyptians,  Africans,  and  Syri- 
ans, of  his  own  dominions,  not  to  men- 
tion ({rangers. 

When  the  vizier  had  conducted  Ga- 
nem to  the  foot  of  the  throne,  that 
young  merchant  paid  his  obeifance, 
prortrating  himfelf  with  his  face  on  the 
grjundj  and  then  rifing,  made  his  com- 
pliment in  verfe,  which,  though  ex- 
tempore, met  with  the  approbation  of 
the  whole  court.  After  his  compliment, 
the  caliph  caufed  him  to  draw  near,  and 
faid  to  him — '  Tarn  glad  to  fee  you,  and 

*  defne  to  hear  from  your  own  mouth, 

*  where  you  found  my  favourite,  and 
'  all  that  you   did   for   her/     Ganem 
obeyed;  and  appeared  fo  fincere,    that 
the  caliph  was  convinced   of  the  reality 
of  what  he  faid.     That  prince  ordered 
a   very  rich  veil  to  be  given  him,  ac- 
cording to  the    cuftom    oblerved  with 
thofe    who    are  admitted  to    audience. 
Alter  which  he  faid  to  him-!-'  Ganem; 

«  I  will 
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'  I  will  have  you   live  in  my  court.'— 

*  Commander   of  the   true  Believers,' 
aniwered  the  young  merchant,  '  a  flave 

*  has  no  will  but  his  matter's,  on  whom 

*  his  life  and   fortune  depend.'     The 
caliph  washighly  pleafedwith  Ganem's 
anfwer,  and  affigned  him  a  considerable 
penfion.     Then  thnt  prince  came  down 
from    his  throne,    and    caufing    only 
Ganem  and  the  grand  vizier  to  follow 
him,      went     into     his     own    apart- 
ment. 

Not  queftioning  but  that  Fetnah  was 
there,  with  Abou  Ayoub's  widow  and 
daughter,  hecaxifed  them  to  be  called  in. 
They  fell  down  before  him:  he  made 
them  rifej  and  was  fo  taken  with  Alcc- 
lomb's   beauty,     that,    after   viewing 
her  very  attentively,  hefaid — 'lam  ib 
forry  for  having  treated  your  charms  fo 
unworthily,  that  I  owe  them  fuch  a 
fatisfa&ion  as  may  furpafs  the  injury  I 
havedonetbem.     I  take  you  towifej 
and  by  that  means   (lull  punifh  Zo- 
beide,  who  (hall  become  the  firitcaufe 
of  your  good  fortune,  as  (lie  was  of 
your  paft  fufferings,— This    is  not 
all,'    added    he,     turning     towards 
Ganem's  mother,  '  you  are  (till  young: 
I  believe  you  will  not  dildain  to  be 
allied  to   my  grand    vizier ;    I  give 
you  to  Giafar.     Let  a  cadi  and  wit- 
nefles  be  cailed,  and  the  three  con- 
tracts be  drawn  up  and  figned  im- 
mediately.'    Ganem  would  have  re- 
prefented  to  the  caliph,  that  it  would 
be  honour  enough  for  his  fitter  to  be 
one  of  his    favouiitesj  but  that  prince 
•was  refolved  to  marry  her. 

He  thought  this  fuch  an  extraor- 
dinary ftory,  that  he  ordered  a  famous 
biftorian  to  commit  it  to  writing  with 
all  it's  circumftances.  Itwas  afterwards 
laid  up  in  his  library>  and  many  copies 
being  transcribed  from  that  original,  it 
became  publick. 


THE  HISTORY  OF  PRINCE  ZEYN 
ALASNAM,  AND  THE  KING  OF 
THE  GENII. 

A  King  of  Balfora, who  pofTefTed  great 
wealth,  and  was  well  beloved  by 
his  fubjecls,  had  no  children,  which 
was  a  great  affliction  to  him  }  and  there- 
fore he  made  prefents  to  all  the  holy 
perfons  in  his  dominions,  to  engage 
them  to  beg  a  fon  for  him  of  Heaven: 
aud  their  prayers  being  effe&ual,  the 


queen  proved  with  child,  and  was  hap- 
pily delivered  of  a  prince,  who  was 
named  Zeyn  Alafnam,  which  fignifies 
Ornament  of  the  Statues. 

The  kingcaufed  all  the  aftrologers  in 
his  kingdom  to  be  afiembled,  and    or- 
dered  them  to  calculate  the  infant's  na- 
tivity.    They  found  by  their  obferva- 
tions  that  he  would   live  long,  and  be 
verybrave;  but  that  all  hiscouragewould 
be   little  enough  to  bear  him  through 
the    misfortunes  that  threatened  him. 
The  king  was  not  daunted  at  that  pre- 
diclion  :     'My  fon,'  fajd  he,    <  is  not 
to  be  pitied,  lince  he  will  be  brave: 
it  is  fit    that    princes  fhould    have  a 
tatte    of    misfortunes}  for  adverfity 
tries  virtue  ;  and  they  are  the  filter 
to  reign.' 

He  rewarded  toe  aftrologers,  and  dif- 
miffec)  them;  and  caufed  Zeyn  to  be 
educated  with  the  greateft  care  imagin- 
able, appointing  him  able  matters  as 
foon  as  he  was  of  age  to  receive  their 
iniiru&ions.  In  fhoit,  he  propofed  to 
make  him  an  accomplished  prince, 
when  on  a  fudden  that  good  king  fell 
fick  of  a  cliftemper,  which  all  the  fkill 
of  his  phyficians  could  not  cure.  Per- 
ceiving his  difeafe  was  mortal,  hefent 
for  his  fon}  and, among  other  things, ad- 
vifed  him,  rather  to  endeavour  to  be 
beloved  than  to  be  feared  by  his  peo- 
ple; not  to  give  ear  to  flatterers  }  to  be 
as  flow  in  rewarding  as  in  punifliing, 
becaufe  it  often  happens  that  inonarchs, 
mifled  by  falfe  appearances,  load  wick- 
ed men  with  favours,  and  opprefs  the 
innocent. 

As  foon  as  King  Zeyn  was  dead, 
Prince  Zeyn  went  into  mourning, 
which  he  wore  feven  days;  and  the 
eighth  he  afcended  the  throne,  taking 
his  father's  feal  off  the  royal  treafury, 
and  putting  on  his  own,  beginning  thus 
to  tafte  the  fweets  of  ruling}  the^plea- 
fure  of  feeing  all  his  courtiers  bow 
down  before  him,  and  make  it.  their 
whole  bufmefs  to  fliew  their  zeal  and 
obedience.  In  a  word,  the  fovereign 
power  was  too  agreeable  to  him.  He 
only  regarded  what  his  fubjecls  owed 
to  him,  without  confidering  what  his 
duty  was  towards  them,  and  confe- 
quently  took  little  care  to  govern  them 
well.  He  wallowed  in  all  forts  of  de- 
bauchery among  the  voluptuous  youth, 
on  whom  he  conferred  the  prime  em- 
ployments in  the  kingdom,  fo  that  there 
was  nothing  regular.  Being  naturally 
prodigal, 
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prodigal,  he  fetno  bounds  to  his  grants, 
fo  that  his  women  and  his  favourites  in- 
fenfibly  drained  his  treafury. 

The  queen  his  mother  was  ftill  liv- 
ing, a  difcreet  wife  princefs.  She  had 
ieveral  times  unfuccefsfully  tried  to 
give  fome  check  to  her  fon's  prodigality 
and  debauchery,  giving  him  to  uiider- 
ftand,  that,  if  he  did  not  foon  take  a- 
nother  courfe,  he  would  notonly  fquan- 
der  his  wealth,  but  would  alfo  alienate 
the  minds  of  his  people,  and  occafion 
fome  revolution,  which  perhaps  might 
coll  him  his  crown  and  his  life.  What 
fhe  had  foretold  was  very  near  falling 
out :  the  people  began  to  mutter  againrt 
the  government,  and  their  muttering 
had  certainly  been  followed  by  a  gene- 
ral revolt,  had  not  the  queen  by  her 
dexterity  prevented  it.  But  that  prin- 
cefs being  informed  of  the  ill  pofture  of 
affairs,  gave  notice  to  the  king,  who 
at  lalt  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  prevailed 
upon.  He  committed  the  government 
to  difcreet  ancient  men,  who  knew  how 
to  keep  the  people  within  the  bounds  of 
duty. 

Zeyn,  feeing  all  his  wealth  confum- 
ed,  repented  that  he  had  made  no  better 
ufe  of  it,     He  fell  into  a  difmai  melan- 
choly, and  nothing  could  comfort  him. 
One  night  he  law  in  a  dream  a  venera- 
ble old  man,  who  came  towards  him, 
and  with  afmiling  countenance  laid — 
Know,  Zeyn,  that  there  is  no  forrow 
but  what  is  followed  by  mirth,  no 
misfortune  but  what  in  the  end  brings 
fome  happinefs.     If  you  defire  to  fee 
the  end  of  your  affliction,  get  up,  fet 
out  for  Egypt,  go  to  Grand  Cairo; 
a  greater  fortune,attends  you  there. ' 
The  prince,  when  he  awaked  in  the 
morning,  reflected  on  his  dream,  and 
talked  of  it  very  ferioufly  to  his  mother, 
who  only  laughed  at  it.     '  My  fon,' 
laid  (he  to  him,  *  would  not  you   now 
go  into  Egypt  upon  belief  of  that  fine 
dream?' — '  Why  not,  Madam?'  an- 
fwered  Zeyn.    '  Do  you  imagine  all 
dreams  are  chimerical  ?   No,  no,  fome 
of  them  are  myfterious.  My  matters 
have    told    me    a   thoufand    ftories, 
which  will  not  permit  me  to  doubt  of 
it.  Befides,  though  I  were  not  other- 
wife  convinced,  I  could  not  forbear 
giving  fome  credit   to  it.     The  old 
man  that  appeared  to  me  had  fome- 
thing  fupernaturalj  he  was   not  one 
of  thofe  men   whom  nothing  but  age 
makes  venerable  j  there  appeared  a 


fort  of  divine  air  about  his  perfon;  in 
ftiort,  he  was  fuch  a  one  as  our  great 
prophet   is  reprefented:    and  if  you 
will  have  me  tell  you  what  I  think, 
I  believe  it  was  he,  v/ho,  pitying*  my 
affliction,  defigns  to  eafe  it.     I  rely 
on  the  confidence  he  has  infpired  me 
with  :  I  am  full  of  his  promifes,  and 
have  refolved   to  follow  his  advice.* 
The  queenendeavoured  to  difluade  him, 
but  it  was  in  vain.     The  prince  com- 
mitted to  her  the  government  of  the 
kingdom,  fet  out  one  night  very  pri- 
vately from  his  palace,  and  took  the 
road  to  Cairo,   without  fuffering  any 
perfon  to  attend  him. 

After  much  trouble  and  fatigue,  he 
arrived  at  that  famous  city,  like  which, 
there  are  few  in   the  world,  either  for 
extent  or   beauty.     He  alighted  at  the 
gate  ef  a  mofque,  where,  being  fpent 
with  wearinefs,  he  lay  down.  No  fooner 
was  he  fallen   alleep,  than  he  faw  the 
fame  old  man,  who  faid  to  him — 'I  am 
pleafed  with  you,  my  fonj  you  have 
given  credit  to  my  words.     You  arer 
come  hither,  without  being  deterred  by 
the  length  or  the  difficulties  of  the 
way.  But  take  notice,  that  I  have  not 
put  you  upon  undertaking  fuch  along 
journey,  upon  any  other  defign  thaa 
to  make  trial  of  you.  I  find  you  have 
courage    and   refolution.     You   de- 
ferve  I  fhould  make  you  the  greater!: 
and  richeft  prince  io  the  world.    Re- 
turn  to  Ballbra,  and  you  (hall  find 
immenfe  wealth  in  your  palace.  No 
king  everpoflefledfo  much  as  is  there 
to  be  found.' 

The  prince  was  not  pleafed  with  that 
dream.  'Alas!'  thought  he  to  himfelf, 
when  he  awaked,  '  how  much  was  I 
miltaken  ?  That  old  man,  whom  I 
took  for  our  prophet,  is  no  other  than 
the  product  of  my  difturbed  imagi- 
nation. My  fancy  was  fofull  of  him, 
that  it  is  no  wonder  I  have  feen  him 
again.  I  had  beft  return  to  Balfora  j 
what  fliould  I  do  here  any  longer  ?  It 
is  very  happy  that  I  told  none  but  my 
mother  the  occafion  of  my  journey:  I 
mould  become  a  jeft  to  my  people,  if 
they  knew  it.' 

Accordingly  he  fet  out  again  for  his 
kingdom;  and  as  foon  as  he  arrived 
there,  the  queen  aflced  him,  whether 
he  returned  well  pleafed.  He  told  her  all 
that  had  happened,andwas  fo  much  con- 
cerned  for  having  been  fo  credulous, 
th.it  the  queen,  initead  of  adding  to  his 
vexation, 
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vexation,  by  reproving  or  laughing  at 
him,  comforted  him.   '  Forbear  afflict- 
ing yourfelf,  my  fan,1    faid  flie.  <Jf 
God  has  appointed   you   riches,  you 
will  have  them  without  any  trouble. 
Beeafy.  AH  that  I  recommend  to  you 
is,  to  be  virtuous}  renounce  the  u'e- 
lights  of  dancing,  mulick,  and  high- 
coloured  wine  :    ftuin   all    pleafures, 
they  have  already  alruoft  ruined  you; 
npply  yourfelf  to  making  your  fub- 
jects  happy;  and,  fecuring  their  hap- 
pinefs,  you  will  fix  your  own.1 
Prince  Zeyn  f'wore  he  would  for  the 
future  follow  his  mother's  advice,  and 
be  directed   by  the  wife  viziers  Hie  had 
made  choice  of  to  am" ft  him  in  fupport- 
ing  the  weight  of  the  government.  But 
the  very  fi:it  night  after  he  returned  to 
his  palace,    he   the  third  time  law  in  a 
dream  trie  old  man,  who  faid  to  him — 
The  time  of  your  profperity  is  come, 
brave  Zeyn:  to  morrow  morning,  as 
foon  as  you  are  up,  take  a  little  pick- 
axe, and  go  dig  in  your  father's  clofetj 
you  will   there  find  a  mighty  trea- 
fure.' 

As  foon  as  the  prince  awaked,  he  got 
up,  ran  to  the  queen's  apartment,  and 
with  much  earnetlnefs  told  her  the  new 
dream  of  that  night.  «  Really,  my  fon,' 
faid  his  mother,  '  that  is  a  very  pofitive 
'  man:  he  is  not  fatisfied  with  having 

*  deceived  you  twice.  Have  you  a  mind 
'  to  believe  him  again  ?' — '  No,  Ma-.. 

*  dam,"  anfwered  Zeyn,  'I  give  no  cre- 

*  dit  to  what  he  has  faid;  but  I  will  fur 

*  my  own   fatisiaclion  fearch  my   fa- 
«  ther's  clofet.' — *  f  really  fancied  fo  !' 
cried    the    queen,   laughing    out    very 
heartily.    '  Go,  my  fon,  pleafe  your- 

*  felf.  My  comfort  is,  that  work  is  not 
«  fo  toilfome  as  the  journey  to  Egypt.' 

*  Well,  Madam,'  anfwered  the  king, 

*  I  muft  own  that  this  third  dream  has 
'  reftored  my  belief,  for  it  agrees  with 
'  the  two  others.  And,  in  fliort,  let  us 
'  examine  the  old  man's  words.     He 
<  full  directed  me  to  go  into  Egypt  ; 

*  there,  he  told  me,  he  had  put  me  upon 
'  taking  that  journey  only  to  try  me: 
•*  Return  to  Balfbra,'  faid  he;   "  that 
*«  is  the  place  where  you  are  to  find 
*'  treasures."    This  night  he  has  ex- 
actly   pointed    aut  to    me   the   place 
where  they  are.  Thefe  three  dreams, in 
my  opinion,  are  connected.  After  all, 
they  may  be  chimerical:  but  1  would 
rather  fearch  in  vain,  than  blame  my- 
ielf  as  long  as  I  live  for  having,  pei- 


f  haps,  miffed  the  opportunity  of  find- 
'  ing  great  riches  by  being  unfeafon- 

*  ably  too  h  r^     ."  belief.' 

Having  !';.ok*u  thele  words,  he  left 
the  queen's  npa.  -.inent,  caufed  a  pick- 
axe to  be  brought  him,  and  went  alone 
into  rfie  latt  ^.ng's  clofet.  He  fell  to 
breaking  up  ;he  ground,  and,  took  up 
above  half  tne  iqiiire  ftones  with  which 
it  was  paved,  and  yet  net  the  leaft  ap- 
pearance of  wh.it  he  fought  after.  He 
ceafed  working  to  take  a  little  reft  ; 
thinking  wuhi ••-  himfelf — «  lam  much 

*  afraid  my  mother  had  caufe  enough, 
'  to  laugh  at  me.'     However,  he  took 
heart,  and  went  on  with  his   labour  : 
nor  had  he  caufe  to  repent ;    for  on  a 
fudden    he   difcovered    a   white   (tone, 
which  he  took  up,  and  under  it  found 
a  door,  made  fait  with  a  fteel  padlock, 
which  he  broke  with  the  pick-axe,  and 
opened  the  door,  which  covered  a  ftair- 
cafe  of  white  marble.     He  immediately 
lighted  a  candle,  and  went  down   the 
flairs  into  a  room,   the  floor  whereof 
was  laid  with  tiles  of  China  ware,  and 
the  roof  and  walls  were  of  cryftaf;   but 
he  particularly  fixed  his  eyes  upon  fuur 
places,  a  littled  raifed  above  the  reft  ot" 
the  floor,  on  each  of  which  there  were 
ten  urns  of  porphyry-ftone.   He  fancied 
they  were  full  of  wine.     V  Well,'  faid 
he,  '  that  wine  muft  needs  be  very  oldj 

*  I  do  not  queftion  but  it  is  excellent.* 
He  went  up  to  one  of  the  urns,  took  off 
the  cover,  and,  with  no  lefs  joy  than 
furprize,  perceived  that  it  was  full  of 
pieces  of  gold.     He   fearched   all  the 
forty,  one  after  another;   and,  finding 
they  were  full  of  the  fame  coin,  took 
out  a  handful,  and  carried  them  to  the 
queen. 

That  princefs  was  as  much  amazed 
as  can  be  imagined,  when  the  king 
gave  her  an  account  of  what  he  had 
leen.  «  O  my  fon!'  faid  (he,  '  take 

*  heed  that  you  do  not  lavifli  away  all 
'  that  treafure  fouiimly,  as  you  have 
'  already  done  the  royal  treafure.     Let 

*  not  your  enemies  have  fo  much  occa- 
'  fion  to  rejoice.' — '  No,  Madam.'  an- 
fwered Zeyn  ;  '  I  will  from  hencefor- 
1   ward  live  after  fuel)  a  manner  as  (hall 

,'  be  pleafmg  to  you.' 

The  queen  defired  the  king  her  fon 
to  conduct  her  to  that  wonderful  fub- ... 
terraneous  place,  which  the  late  king 
her  huiband  had  made  with  fuch  fe- 
crei'y,  that  (he  had  never  heard  the  lealt 
account  of  it.  Zeyn  led  her  to  the 

clofec 
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elofet  down  the  marble  ftairs,  and  into 
the  chamber  where  the  urns  were.  She 
obferved  every  thing  wjth  fingular  cu- 
riofity;  and  in  a  corner  efpie.d  a  little 
«rn  of  the  fame  fort  of -Rene  as  the 
others.  The  prince  had  not  before  tak-en 
notice  of  it;  but  opening  it,  they  found 
in  it  a  golden- key.  '  My  fon,'  faid  the 
-queen,  '  this  key  certainly  belongs  to 

*  fome  other  treafure  5  let  us  look  all 

*  about,  perhaps  we  naay  difcover  the 

*  ufe  it  is  designed  for/ 

They  viewed  all  the  chamber  with 
the  utmoft  cxaclnefs  ;  and  at  length 
found  a  key-hole  in  one  of  the  pannels 
of  the  wall,  and  gueffed  it  to  be  that 
the  key  belonged  to.  The  king  imme- 
diately tried,  and  as  readily  opened  the 
<loor, 'which  led  into  a  chamber,  in  the 
.midft  of  which  were  nine  pedeftals  of 
marTy  gold,  on  eight  of  which  •flood 
as  many  ftatues,  each  of  them  made 
of  one  fingle  diamond;  and  from  them 
came  fuch  a  brightnefs,  that  the  whole 
room  was  perfectly  light. 

'  O  heavens  !'  cried  Zeyn,  in  a  won- 
derful furprize,   '  where  could  my  fa- 
«  ther  fine!  fuch  rarities  ?'    The  ninth 
pedeftai   redoubled'    their   amazement, 
for  it  was  covered  with  a  piece  of  white 
fattin,    on    which    were    wrote    tbefe 
words  :    '  Dear  ion,  it  coft  me  much  toil 
to  get  thefe  ftatues  ;  but,  though  they 
areextraordmarilybeautiful,youmuft 
understand  that  there  is  a  ninth  in  the 
world  which  furpafles  them  all ;  that 
alone  is  worth  more  than  athoufand 
fuch  as  theff.  If  you  defire  to  be  ma- 
fter  of  it,  go  to  the  city  of  Cairo  in 
Egypt.    One  of  my  old  flaves,  whofe 
narne~is  Morabeck,   lives  there:  you 
will  eafjiy  find  him;  the  fuft  perfon 
you    (hall    meet   will   fliew-  you   his 
houfe.     Go  and  feek  him,  and  tell 
all  that  has  befallen  you  :    he  will 
know  you  to  be  my  fon,  and  will  con- 
duel  you  to  the  place  where  that  won- 
derful ftatue  is,  which  you  will  get 
with  fafety/ 

The  prince  having  read  thefe  words, 
aid  to  the  queen — '  I  will  not  be  with- 
out ti.at  ninth  ftatue;  it  muft  cer- 
tainly be  a  very  rare  piece,  iince  all 
theft  are  not  of  fo  great  value  toge- 
ther. I  will  fet  out  fpeedily  for 
Grand  Cairo  :  nor  do  I  believe,  Ma- 
dam, that  you,  will  oppofe  my  de- 
fign/ — '  No,  my  fon,'  anfwered  the 
1  am  not  againft  it :  yo.u  are 


certainly  under  the  fpecial  protection 
of  our  great  prophet ;    he  will  not 
fuffer  you  to  perifti  in  the  journey. 
Set  out  when  you  think  fit;   your  vi- 
ziers and  myfelf  will  take  care  of  the 
government    during   your    abfence/ 
The  prince  made  ready  his  equipage; 
but  wculd  takeonly  a  fmall  number  of 
flaves  with  him. 

Nothing  remarkable  befel  him  by  the 
way;  but  arriving  at  Cairo,  he  en- 
quired for  Morabeek.  The  people  told 
him  he  was  one  of  the  wealthiest  inha- 
bitants of  the  city;  that  he  lived  like  a 
great  lord;  and  that  he  kept  open  houfe, 
efpecially  f_or  ftrangers.  Zeyn  was  con- 
ducled  thither;  and  knocked  at  tHe 
gate,  which  was  opened  by  a  (lave,  who 
faid — '  What  is  it  you  want?  and  who 

*  are  you?"  —  *  I  am  a  ftranger,'  an- 
fwered the  prince  j  *  and  having  heard 

*  much  of  the  Lord  Morabeck's  gene- 
'  rofity,  am  come  to  take  tip  my  lodg- 

*  ing   with   him/      The   flave  defired 
Zeyn  to  ftay  a  while,  and  went  to  ac- 
quaint his  mafter,  who  ordered  him  ro 
dt-fire  the  ftranger  to  walk  in.     The 
ilave  returned  to  the  gate,  and  told  the 
prince  he  was  welcome. 

Zeyn  went  in,  crofted  a  large  court, 
and  entered   ir^o  a  hall  magnificently 
furnifhed,    where  /Morabeck  expected 
him,  and  received  him  very  courteou fly, 
returning  thanks  for-the  honour  he  did 
him  in  accepting  of  a  lodging  in  his 
houfe.     The  prince,  having  anfwered 
his  compliment,  faid  to  Morabeck— 
I  am  Ion  to  the  late  King  of  Balfora, 
and  my  name  is  Zeyn  Alafnam/— 
That  king,'  faid  Morabeck,  «  was 
formerly  my  mafter.    But,  my  lord, 
I  never  knew  of  any  children  he  had. 
What  age  are  you  of  ?' — <Iam  twenty 
years  old,'  anfwered  the  prince. «  How 
long  is  it  fmce  you  left  my  father's 
court  ?'  —  «  Almoft  two  and  twenty 
years,'  replied  Morabeck.  <  But  how- 
can  you  convince  me  that  you  are  his 
fon  ?' — «  My  father,'  rejoined  Zeyn, 
had  a  fubterraneous  place  under  his 
elofet,  in  which  I  have  found  forty 
porphyry  urns  full  of  gold/— «  And 
what  more  is  there?'  faid  Morabeck. 
There   are,'    anfwered   the    prince, 
nine   pedeftals    of  marly  gold;    on 
eight  whereof  there  are  eight  diamond 
ftatues  ;  and  on  the  ninth  is  a  piece 
of  white  fattin,  on  which  my  father 
has  writ  what  I  am  to  do  to  get  ano- 
3  I  <  ther 
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«  ther  ftatue,  more  valuable  than  all 

*  thofe  together.  You  know  where  that 
«  ftatue  is ;  for  it  is  mentioned  on  the 

*  fattin  that  you  will  conducl:  me  to  it.' 

As  foon  as  he  had  fpoken  thefe 
words,  Morabeck  fell  down  at  his  feet  5 
and,  kifling  one  of  his  hands  feveral 
times,  faid — «  I  blefs  God  for  having 

brought  you  hither:  I  know  you  to 

be  the  King  of  Balfora's  fon.  If  you 

will  go  to  the  place  where  the  won- 
derful ftatue  is,  I  will  conduct  you  : 

but  you  muft  firft  reft  here  a  few 

days.    This  Jay  I  treat  the  great  men 

of  the  court :  we  were  at  table  when 

word  was  brought  me  of  your  being 

at  the  door.    Will  you  vouchfafe  to 

come  and  be  merry  with  us  ?'  — «  I 

fhall  be  very  glad,'  replied  Zeyn,  « to 

*  be  admitted  to  your  feaft.*     Mora- 
beck  immediately  led  him  into  a  dome 
•where  the  company  were,  feated  him  at 
the  table,  and  ferved  him  on  the  knee. 
Tiie  great  men  of  Cairo  were  furprized, 
and  whifpered  to  one  another — «   Who 
.«  is  this  ftranger,  to  whom  Morabeck 


*  pays  fo  much  refpeft  ?' 

When  they  had  dined,  Morabeck, 
directing  his  difcourfe  to  the  company, 
fa'H\ — «  Great  men  of  Cairo,  do  not 
think  much  to  fee  rue  ferve  this  young 
ftranger  after  this  manner:  be  it 
known  to  you,  that  he  is  the  fon  of 
the  King  of  Balibra,  my  mafter.  His 
father  purchafed  me  with  his  money, 
and  died  without  making  me  free  j 
fo  that  1  am  (till  a  flave,  and  confe- 
quentiy  all  I  have  of  right  belongs 
to  this  young  prince,  his  fole  heir.' 
lere  Zeyn  interrupted  him  :  '  Mora- 
beck,'  faid  he,  •  I  declare,  before  all 
thefe  lords,  that  I  make  you  free  from 
this  moment}  and  that  I  renounce 
all  right  to  your  perfon,  and  all  you 
poffefs.  Confider  what  you  would 
have  me  do  more  for  you.'  Morabeck 
then  kitted  the  ground,  and  returned 
the  prince  his  mo  ft  hearty  thanks. 
Wine  was  then  brought  5  n  :  they  drank 
all  the  day;  and  towards  the  evening 
prefents  were  diftributed  among  the 
guefts,  who  then  went  away. 

The  next  day,  Zeyn  faid  to  Mora- 
beck — '  I  have  taken  reft  enough.  I 
came  not  to  Cairo  to  take  my  plea- 
fure;  my  defign  is  to  get  the  ninth 
ftattie  :  it  is  time  for  us  to  fet  out  in 
fearch  of  it." — '  Sir,1  faid  Morabeck, 
J  am  ready  to  comply  with  your  de- 
fires.  But  .you  know  not  what  dan- 


gers you  muft  encounter  to  gain  the 
precious  conqueft.' — «  Whatfoever 
the  danger  may  be,'  anfwered  the 
>rince,  '  I  have  refolved  to  undertake 
it  :  I  will  either  perilh  or  fucceed. 
All  that  happens  in  this  world  is  by 
God's  ciire&ion.  Do  you  but  bear  me 
company,  and  let  your  refolution  be 
equal  to  mine.' 

Morabeck,  finding  him  refolved  to 
fet  out,  called  his  fervants,  and  ordered 
them  to  make  ready  his  equipage.  Then 
the  prince  and  he  performed  the  ablu- 
tion, or  wafhing,  and  the  prayer  en- 
joined, which  is  called  Farzj  and  that 
done,  they  fet  out.  By  the  way,  they 
took  notice  of  abundance  of  itrange 
and  wonderful  things,  and  travelled 
many  clays:  at  the  end  whereof,  being 
cometoa  delightful  place,  tney  alighted 
from  their  hories.  Then  Morabeck  faid 
to  all  the  fervants  who  attended  them— 
'  Do  you  ftay  in  this  place,  and  take 
'  care  of  our  equipage  till  we  return.' 
Next  he  laid  to  Zeyn — <  Now,  Sir,  let 

*  us  two  go  on  by  ourfelves.     We  are 
'  near  the    dreadful    place   where    the 
'  ninth  Itatue  is  kept.    You  will  ftand 
'   in  need  of  all  your  courage.' 

They  foon  came  to  a  lake  :  Mora- 
beck  fat  down  on  the  brink  of  it,  fay- 
ing to  the  prince—'  We  muft  crofi  this 
'  fea.' — '  How  can  we  crofs  it,'  an- 
fwered Zeyn,  '  when  we  have  no  boat  ?' 
— c  You  will  fee  one  appear  in  a  mo- 

*  me   t,"  replied  Morabeck  ;  '  the  en- 

*  chanted  boat  of  the  King  of  the  Genii 

*  will  come  for  us.    But  do  not  forget 

*  what  I  am  going  to  lay  to  you  :  you 

*  muft  obferve  a  profound  filence ;  do 

*  not  (peak  to  the  waterman,  though 
'  his  figure  feem  ever  fo  ftrange  to  youj 
'  whatfoever  you  ohferve,  fay  nothing; 
'  for  I  tell  you  beforehand,  that  if  you 

*  utter  the  leaft  word  when  we  are  etn- 
'  barked,-  the  boat  will  fink  down.'— 
-'  I  (hall  take  care  to  hold  my  peace,* 
faid  the  prince;  «  you  need  only  tell  me 

*  what  I  am  to  do,  and  I  will  ftri£lly 

*  obferve  it.' 

Whilft  they  were  talking,  he  efpied 
on  a  fudden  a  boat  in  the  lake,  and  it 
was  made  of  red  fanders  :  it  had  a  maft 
of  fine  amber,  and  a  blue  fattin  flag. 
There  was  only  one  waterman  in  if, 
whofe  head  was  like  an  elephant's,  and 
his  body  like  a  tyger's.  When  the  boat 
was  come  up  to  the  prince  and  Mora- 
beck,  the  monftrous  waterman  took 
them  up  one  after  another  with  his 
trunk, 
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peaceably  to  us.  I  confefs  that  I  am. 
fomewhat  uneafy  about  the  reception 
he  is  like  to  give  us.  If  our  coming 
into  his  ifland  is  difpleafing  to  him, 
he  will  appear  in  the  fhape  of  a  dread- 
ful monfter;  but  if  he  approves  of 
our  defign,  he  will  come  in  the  fhape 
of  a  handfome  man.  As  foon  as  he 
appears  before  us,  you  muft  rife  and 
falute  him,  without  going  off  your 
cloth  ;  for  you  would  certainly  perifh, 
fhould  you  ftir  off  it.  You  may  fay 
to  him — ."  Sovereign  Lord  of  the 
Genii,  my  father,  who  was  your  fer- 
vant,  has  been  taken  away  by  the 
angel  of  death  ;  I  wifh  your  majefty 
may  protect  me,  as  you  always  pro- 
tected my  father."  '  If  the  King  of 
the  Genii,'  added  Morabeck,  «  afks 
you  what  favour  you  define  of  him, 
you  muft  anfwer — "  Sir,  I  moft 
'  humbly  beg  of  you  to  give  me  the 
(  ninth  ftatue." 

Morabeck,  having  thus  inftru&ed 
Prince  Zeyn,  began  his  conjuration. 
Immediately  their  eyes  were  dazzled 
with  a  long  flam  of  lightning,  which 
was  followed  by  a  clap  of  thunder. 
The  whole  ifland  was  covered  with  a 
hideous  darknefs,  a  furious  ftorm  of 
wind  blew,  a  dreadful  cry  was  heard, 
the  ifland  felt  a  (hock,  and  there  was 
fuch  an  earthquake  as  that  which  Af- 
rafyel  is  to  caufe  on  the  day  of  judg- 
ment. 

Zeyn  was  fomewhat  ftartled,  and  be- 
gan to  look  upon  that  noife  as  a  very 
ill  omen;  when  Morabeck,  who  knew 
better  than  he  what  to  think  of  it,  began 
to  fmile,  and  faid — c  Be  not  difmayed, 
*<  my  prince;  all  goes  well.'  In  fhort, 
that  very  moment,  the  King  of  the  Genii 
appeared  in  the  fhape^  of  a  very  hand- 
fome man;  yet  there  "was  fomething  of 
a  fternnefs  in  his  air. 

As  foon  as  Prince  Zeyn   had  made 
him  the  compliment  be  had  been  taught 
by  Morabeck,  the  King  of  the  Genii, 
fmiling,  anfwered — '  My  fon,  I  loved 
your  father;  and  every  time  he  came 
to  pay  me  his  reipecls,  I  prefented 
him  with  a  ftatue,  which  )ie-carried 
away  with  him.  I  have  no  lefs  kind- 
nefs  for  you.     I  obliged  your  father, 
feme  days  before  he  died,  to  write 
that  which  you  read  on  the  piece  of 
white  fattin.     I  pro  mi  fed  him  to  re- 
ceive you  under  my  protection,  and 
to  give  you  the  ninth  ftatue,  which 
in   beauty  furpaffes  thofe  you  have 
3  I  a  «  already. 


trunk,  and  put  them  into  the  boat,  and 
then  carried  them  over  the  lake  in  a 
moment.  He  then  again  took  them  up 
with  his  trunk,  let  them  on  fhore,  and 
immediately  vanifhed  with  his  boat. 
'  Now  we  may  talk,1  faid  Morabeck. 
The  ifland  we  are  on  belongs  to  the 
King  of  the  Genii ;  there  are  no  more 
fuch  throughout  the  world.  Look  all 
about  you,  prince  ;    can  there  be  a 
more  delightful  place  ?  It  is  certainly 
a  lively  reprefentation  of  the  charm- 
ing place  Cod  has  appointed  for  the 
faithful  obfervers  of  our  law.      Be- 
hold the  fields  adorned  with  all  forts 
of  flowers   and   odoriferous   plants  : 
admire  thofe  fine  trees,  whofe  deli- 
cious fruit  makes  the  branches  hang 
down   to  the  ground  ;  enjoy  the  de- 
light of  thofe  harmonious  longs  form- 
ed in  the  air  by  thou lands  of  birds, 
of  many  various  forts,  unknown  in 
other  countries.'    Zeyn   could  never 
fufficiently  admire  the  beauty  of  thofe 
things  that  were  about  him;  and  ftill 
found   fomething  new  as  he  advanced 
farther  into  the  ifland. 

At  length  they  came  before  a  palace 
all  of  fine  emeralds,  encompalfed  with 
a  ditch,  on  the  banks  whereof,  at  cer- 
tain diftances,  were  planted  fuch  tall 
trees,  that  they  fhaded  the  whole  pa- 
lace. Before  the  gate,  which  was  of 
maffy  gold,  was  a  bridge  made  of  one 
fingle  fiiell  of  a  fifli,  though  it  was  at 
lead  fix  fathoms  long,  and  three  in 
breadth.  At  the  head  of  the  bridge 
flood  a  company  of  Genii,  of  prodigi- 
ous height,  who  guarded  the  entrance 
into  the  caftle  with  great  clubs  of  China 
fteel. 

'  Let  us  go  no  farther,'  faid  Mora- 
beck;  '  thefe  Genii  will  beat  our  brains 
'  out :  and,  if  we  would  prevent  their 

*  coming  to  us,    we  mult  perform   a 

*  magical  ceremony.'1     He  then   drew 
out  of  a  purfe  he  had  under  his  garment 
four  long  Ih'ipcs  of  yellow  taffety:  one 
he  put  about  his  middle,  and  laid  the 
other  on  his  back,  giving  the  other  two 
to  the  prince,  who  did  the  like.    Then 
Morabeck  laid  on  the  ground  two  large 
table  cloths,   on  the  edges  whereof  he 
Scattered  fome  precious  ftones,  mufk, 
and  amber.     Then  he  fat  down  on  one 
of  thefe  cloths,  and  Zzyn  on  the  other; 
and  Morabeck  laid  to  the  prince — *  I 

*  will  now,    Sir,   conjure  the  King  of 

*  the  Genii,  who  lives  in  the  palace 

*  that  is  before  us,  that  he  may  come 
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already.  I  have  begun  to  perform  my 
promife  to  him.  It  was  I  whom  you 
faw  in  a  dream  in  the  (hape  of  an  old 
man  ;  I  caufed  you  to  open  the  fub- 
terraneous  place  where  the  urns  and 
the  ftatues  are  :  I  have  a  great  (hare" 
in  all  that  has  befallen  you,  or  rather 
am  the  occafion  of  it.  I  know  the 
motive  that  brought  you  hither:  yon 
(hall  obtain  what  you  delire.  Though 
I  had  not  promifed  your  father  to 
give  it,  I  would  willingly  grant  it  to 
you.  But  you  muft  firft  fwear  to  me, 
by  all  that  is  facred,  that  you  will  re- 
turn to  this  ifland,  and  that  you  will 
bring  a  maid  who  is  in  her  fifteenth 
year,  and  who  has  never  known  man, 
nor  defires  to  know  any.  She  muft 
alfo  be  perfectly  beautiful;  and  you 
fo  much  matter  of  yourfelf  as  not 
even  to  defire  to  enj.oy  her  as  you  are 
conducting  her  hither.' 
Zeyne  took  the  ram  oath  that  was  re- 
quired'of  him.  *  .But,  Sir,'  faid  he, 
then  fuppofe  I  mould  be  fo  fortunate 
as  to  meet  with  fuch  a  maid  as  you 
require,  how  mall  I  know  that  I  have 
found  her?' — '  I  own,'  anfwered  the 
Cing  of  the  Genii,  fmiling,  «  that  you 
might  be  miftaken  in  her  mien;  that 
knowledge  is  above  the  fons  of  A- 
dam:  therefore  I  da  not  intend  to  de- 
pend upon  your  judgment  in  that 
particular;  I  will  give  you  a  look- 
ing-glafs,  which  will  be  furer  than 
your  weak  conjectures.  When  you 
(hall  have  feen  a  maiden  fifteen  years 
of  age,  perfectly  beautiful,  you  (hall 
only  need  to  look  into  the  glafs,  in 
which  you  (hall  fee  the  maiden's  repre- 
fentation.  If  fhe  be  chafte,  the  glafs 
will  remain  clean  and  unfullied;  but 
if,  on  the  contrary,  it  fullies,  that 
will  be  a  certain  fign  that  fhe  has  not 
always  been  undefiled,  or  at  lead 
that  (he  has  deiired  to  ceafe  being  fo. 
Do  not  forget  the  oath  you  have 
taken;  be  fu re  .to  keep  it,  as  becomes 
a  man  of  honour;  otherwife  I  will 
take  away  your  life,  ns  much  kind- 
nefs  as  I  have  for  you.'  Prince  Zi-yn 
Alafnam  protefted  over  again  that  he 
would  faithfully  keep  his  word. 

Then  the  King  of  the  Genii  deli- 
vered to  him  alookin-g-glafs,  faying — 
'  My  fon,  you  may  return  when  you 
«  jkleafe.  There  is  the  glafs  you  are  to 
«  make  ufe  of/  Zeyn  and  Morabeck 
tookleiveof  the  King  of  the  Genii, 
and  went  towards  the  lake.  The  wa- 


terman with  the  elephant's  head  brought 
his  boat,  and  carried  them  over  the  lake, 
as  he  had  done  before.  They  joined 
their  fervants,  and  returned  with  them 
again  to  Cairo. 

Prince  Alafnam  refted  a  few  days  at 
Morabeck's  houfe,  and  then  faid  to'hira 
— '  Let  us  go  to   Bagdad,  to  feek   a 
*  maiden  for  the  King  of  the  Genii.' 
— e  Why,  are  we  not  at  Grand  Cairo?' 
faidMorabec.  'Shall  we  not  there  find 
beautiful  maidens  enough?' — 'You 
?re  in  the  right,' anfwered  the  prince: 
but  how  (hall  we  do  to  find  where 
they  are?' — c  Do  not  trouble  yourfelf 
about  that,  Sir,'  anfwered  Morabeck  j 
I  know  a  very  cunning  old  woman, 
whom  I  will   entruft  with  that  af- 
fair, and  (he  will  acquit  herlelf  well 
of  it.' 

Accordingly  the  old  woman  found 
means  to  (hew  the  prince  a  confiderable 
number  of  beautiful  maidens  of  fifteen 
years  of  age;  but  when  he  had  viewed 
them,  and  came  to  confult  his  looking- 
glafs,  the  fatal  touchftone  of  their  vir- 
tue, the  glafs  always  appeared  fullied.. 
All  the  maidens  in  the  court  and  city 
who  were  in  their  fifteenth  year,  under- 
went the  trial  one  after  another,  and  the 
glafs  never  remained  bright  and  clear. 

When  they  faw  there  were  no  chaile 
maids  to  be  found  in  Cairo,  they  went 
away  to  Bagdad,  where  they  hired  a 
magnificent  palace  in  one  of  the  quar- 
ters of  the  city,  and  began  to  live  fplen- 
didly.  They  kept  open  houfe;  andy 
after  all  people  had  eaten  in  the  pa- 
lace, the  fragments  were  carried  to  the 
dervifes,  who  by  that  means  had  con- 
venient fubfiftence. 

There  lived  in  that  part  an   iman, 
whofe  name  was  Boubekir  Muefm,  a 
vain,  haughty,  and  envious  perfon.  He 
hated  the  rich,    only  becaufe  he  was 
poor;  his  mifery  incenfing  him   againlt 
his  neighbour's  prosperity.     He  heard 
talk  of  Zeyn  Alafman,  and  of  the  plen- 
ty his  houfe  afforded.  This  was  enough 
for  him  to   take   an    averfion  to  that 
prince;  and  it  proceeded  fo  far,  that  one 
day,  after  the  evening  prayer  in   the 
moique,  he  laid  to  the  people — '  Bre- 
thren, I  have  been  told  that  a  ftran- 
ger  is  come  to  live  in  our  ward,  who 
is  at  a  prodigious  expence  every  day.. 
What  can  we  tell  but  that  this  un- 
known perfon  is  fotne  villain  %vholns 
committed    a   great  robbery   in   his 
own  country,  and  conies  hither  to 


ARABIAN  NIGHTS  ENTERTAINMENTS.       435 


*  make  much  of  himfelf?    Let  us  take 

*  heed,  brethren.     If  the  caliph  fiiould 
<  happen  to   be  informed  that  fuch  a 
'  man  is   within  our  ward,  it  is  to  be 
'  feared  that  he  will  punifli  us  for  not 
'  acquainting  him  with  i^.     I  declare, 
'  for  my  part,  I  wafli  my  hands  of  itj 
«  and  if  any  thing  fhould  happen  amifs, 
«  it  fhall  not  lie   at  my  door.'     The 
multitude,  who  were  eafily  led' away, 
unanimoufly  cried  to  Boubekir — *  It  is 
«  your  bufinefs,  doctor; do  you  acquaint 
'  the  council  with  it.'     The  iman  went 
home  well  pleafed,  and  drew  up  a  me- 
morial, refolving  to  prefent  it  to  the  ca- 
liph the  next  day. 

But  Morabeck,  who  had  been  at 
prayers,  and  heard  all  that  was  faid  by 
the  doftor,  and  the  reft  of  the  congre- 
gation, put  five  hundred  pieces  of  gold 
into  a  handkerchief,  made  up  with  a 
parcel  of  feveral  filks,  and  went  away 
to  Boubekir's  houfe.  The  do&or  aflced 
him  in  a  harlh  tone  what  he  wanted. 

*  Do&or,'  anfwered  Morabeck, with  an 
obliging  air,  and  at  the  fame  time  put- 
ting into  his  hands  the  gold  and  the 
fiijc — {  I  am  your  neighbour  and  your 
«  fervant.     I  come  from  Prince  Zeyn, 
'  who    lives   in   this  ward.       He    has 
4  heard  of  your  worth,  and  has  ordered 
'  me  to  come  and  tell  you  that  he  de- 
«  fires  to  be  acquainted  with  you,  and, 
'  in  the  rnean  time,  requefts  you  to  ac- 

*  cept  of  this  fmall  prefent.'  Boubekir 
was  tranfported  with  joy,  and  anfwered 
Morabeck  thus:     *  Be  pleafed,  Sir,  to 

*  beg  the  prince's  pardon  for  me.     I 

*  am   afliamed  I  have  not  yet  been  to 
'  fee  him:    but  I    will   atone  for  my 
1  fault,  and  wait  on  him  to-morrow.' 

Accordingly,    the    next   day,   after 
morning  prayer,  he  faid  to  the  people 
— '  You  muft  understand,  brethren, that 
no  man   is    without  fome  enemies  : 
envy  purities  thofe  chiefly  who  are 
rich.     The  ftranger  I  fpoke  to  you 
about  yefterday  in  the  evening  is  no  ill 
man,   as  fome   ill-defigning  perfons 
would  have  perfuaded    me;   he  is  a 
young  prince,  endued  with  all  man- 
ner of  virtues.     It  behoves  us  to  take 
care  how  we  go  about  to  give  any  ill 
account  of  him  to  the  caliph.' 
Boubekir  having  thus  wiped  oft"  the 
ill  impreflion  he  had  the  day  before  gix'en 
the  people  concerning  Zeyn,  returned 
honie,  put  on  his  beft  apparel,  and  went 
to  vifit  that  young  prince,  who  gave  him 
a  courteous  reception.    After  ieveral 


compliments  had  pa  fled  on  both  fides, 
Boubekir  faid  to  the  prince — '  Sir,  do 
*  you  defign  to  ftay  long  at  Bagdad?* 
— «  I  (hall  ftay,'  anfwered  Zeyn,  «  till 
I  can  find  a  maid  fifteen  years  of  age, 
perfectly  beautiful,  and  fochafte,  that 
me  has  not  only  never  known  a  man, 
but  even  never  defired  to  know  him.* 
— *  You  feek  after  a  rarity,'  replied  the 
man;  *  and  I  mould  be  apt  to  rear  your 
iearch  would  prove  unfuccefsful,  did 
I  not  know  where  there  is  a  maid  of 
that  character.     Her  father  was  for- 
merly vizier;  but  he  has  left  the  court, 
and  lived  a  long  time  in  a  houfe  out 
of  the  way,  where  he  applies  himfelf 
only  to  the  education  of  his  daugh- 
ter.    If  you  pleafe,  I  will  go  afk  her 
of  him  for  you;  I  do  not  queftionbut 
he  will  be  overjoyed  to  have  a  fon- 
in-law  of  your  quality.'—'  Not  fo 
faft,'  faid  the  prince;  « I  mall  not 
marry  that  maid  before  I  know  whe- 
ther I  like  her.     As  for  her  beauty, 
I  can  depend  on  you;   but  what  at- 
furance  can  you  give  me  in  relation 
to  her  virtue?' — *  What  afTurance  da 
you  require?'  faid  Boubekir.  *  I  muft 
fee  her  face,*  anfwered  Zeyn;  *  that 
is  enough  for  me  to  come  to  a  re/b- 
lution.' — «  You  are  ikilful   then  in 
phyfiognomy  ?' replied  the  iman  fmil- 
ng.  «  Well,  come  along  with  me  to  her 
father's;  I  will  defi-re  him  to  let  you 
fee  her  one  moment  in  his  prefence.* 
Muefm  conduced  the  prince  to  the 
vizier's;  who,  as  foon  as  he  was  ac- 
quainted with    the  prince's  birth  anJ 
defign,  called  his  daughter,  and  made 
her  take  off  her  veil.     Never  had  the 
young  King  of  Balfora  beheld  fuch  a 
perfect  and  powerful  beauty.     He  ftood 
amazed ;  and  fince  he  could  then  try 
whether  the  maid  was  as  chafte  as  fair, 
he  pulled  out  his  glafs,  which  remained 
bright  and  unfullied. 

When  he  perceived  he  had  at  length 
found  fuch  a  perfon  as  he  defired,  he 
entreated  the  vizier  to  grant  herto  him. 
Immediately  the  lady  was  lent  for,  and 
came;  the  contract  was  figned,  and  the 
marriage-prayer  faid.  After  which  ce- 
remony, Zeyn  carried  the  vizier  to  his 
houfe,  where  he  treated  him  magnifi- 
cently, and  gave  him  confiderable  pre- 
fents.  Next  he  fenta  prodigious  quan- 
tity of  jewels  to  the  bride  by  Morabeck, 
who  brought  her  to  his  houfe,  where 
the  wedding  was  kept  with  all  the  pomp 
that  became  Zeyn's  quality.  When  all 

the 
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the  company  was  difmifled,  Morabeck 
faid  to  his  maftei — '  Let  us  be  gone, 
Sir;  let  us  not  ftay  any  longer  at  Bag- 
dad, but  return  to  Cairo.  Remem- 
ber the  promife  you  made  to  the  King 
of  the  Genii.' — '  Let  us  go,'  an- 
wered  the  prince;  *  I  muft  take  care  to 
perform  it  exaclly.  Yet  I  muft  con- 
fefs,my  dearMurabeck,  that, if  I  obey 
the  King  of  the  Genii,  it  is  not 
without  reluclancy.  The  perfon  I 
have  married  is  charming;  and  I  am 
tempted  to  carry  her  to  Balfora,  and 
place  her  on  the  throne.' — *  Alas, 
Sir!*  anfwered  Morabeck,'  take  heed 
how  you  give  way  to  your  inchna- 
tion:  make  youifelf  mafter  of  your 
paffions;  and,  whatfoever  it  cofts  you, 
be  as  good  as  your  word  to  the  King 
of  the  Genii.'—'  Well,  then,  Mora- 
beck,'  faid  the  prince,  *  do  you  take 
care  to  conceal  that  lovely  maid  from 
me;  let  her  never  appear  in  my  fight. 
Perhaps  I  have  already  feen  too  much 
of  her!' 

Morabeck  made  all  ready  for  their 
departure;  they  returned  to  Cairo,  and 
thence  fet  out  for  the  ifland  of  the  King 
of  the  Genii.     When  (hey  were  there, 
the  maid,  who  had  performed  the  jour- 
ney  in  a  horfe- litter,  and  whom   the 
prince   had  never  feen  fince  his  wed- 
ding-day, faid  to  Morabeck — '  Where 
are  we  ?  Shall  we  be  foon  in  the  do- 
minions of  the  prince  my  hufband?' 
— '  Madam,'  anlwered  Morabeck,  '  it 
it  is  time  to  undeceive  you.     Prince 
Zeyn  married  you  only  in  order  to  get 
you   from  your  father :  he  did    not 
engage  his  faith  to  you  to  make  you 
fovereign  of  Balfora,  but  to  dtiiver 
you  to  the  King  of  the  Genii,  who 
has  afked  of  him  a  virgin  of  your 
character.'   Heaving  thefe  words,  (he 
wept  bitterly,  which  moved  the  prince 
and  Morabeck.     '  Take  pity  on  me,' 
faid  me;  '  I  am  a  ftranger.     You  will 
«  be  accountable  to  God  for  your  trea- 
«  chery  towards  me.' 

Her  tears  and  complaints  were  of  no 

«ffeft,  for  (lie  was  prefented  to  the  King 

of  the  Genii ;  who  having  gazed  on  her 

very  earneftiy,  faid  to  Zeyn — *  Prince, 

I  am  fatisfied  with  your  behaviour. 

The  virgin  you  have  brought  me  is 

beautiful  and  chafte;  and  I  ampleafed 

with  the  force  you  have  put   upon 

yourftlf  to  be  as  good  as  yonr  word 

to  me.     Return  to  your  dominions  j 

and  when  you  fiiall  enter  the  i'ubter. 


'  raneous  room  where  the  eight  fhu 
«  tues  are,  you  mall  find  the  ninth, 
'  which  I  promifed  you.  I  will  g0 
'  make  my  Genii  carry  it  thither/ 
Zeyn  thanked  the  king,  and  returned 
to  Cairo  with  Morabeck  ;  but  did  not 
ftay  long  there,  his  impatience  to  fee  the 
ninth  ftatue  made  him  haften  his  jour- 
ney. However,  he  could  not  but  often 
think  of  the  young  virgin  he  had  mar- 
ried; and  blaming  himfelf  for  having 
deceived  her,  he  looked  upon  himfelf  as 
the  caufe  and  inftrument  of  her  misfor- 
tune. '  Alas!'  faid  he  to  himfelf,  •  I 
'  have  taken  her  from  a  tender  father, 
*  tofacrifice  her  to  a  Genii. — O  incom- 
«  parable  beauty,  you  deferve  a  better 
1  fate!' 

Prince  Zeyn,   diflurbed  with    thefe 

thoughts,  at   length   reached   Balfora, 

where  his  fubjecls  made  extraordinary 

rejoicings  for  his  return.    He  went  di- 

reftly  to  give  his  mother  an  account  or" 

his  journey,  who  was  in  a  rapture  to 

hear  he  had  obtained  the  ninth  ftatue. 

Let  us  go,  my  fon,'  faid  (he,  '.let  us 

go  and  fee  it ;   for  it  is  certainly  in 

the  chamber  under-ground,  fince  the 

Kingof  the  Genii  toldyou  you  (hould 

find  it  there.'     The  young  king  and 

his  mother,  being   both   impatient  to 

fee  that  wonderful  ftatue,  went  down 

to  the  fubterraneous  place,  and  into  the 

room  of  the  ftatues.  But  how  great  was 

their  furprize,  when,inftead  of  a  ftatue 

of  diamonds,  they  (aw  on  the  ninth  pe- 

deftal  a  moft  beautiful  virgin  ;  whom 

the  young  prince  knew  to  be  the  fame 

he  had  conducted  into  the  ifland  of  the 

Genii!     '  Prince,' faid  theyoung  maid, 

you  are  amazed  to  fee  me  here;  you 

expelled   to    have  found    fomething 

more  precious  than  me;  and  I  queftion 

not  but  that  you  now  repent  having 

taken  fo  much  trouble:  you  expected 

a  better  reward.' — '   Madam,'    an- 

fwered  Zeyn,  «  Heaven  is  my  witnefs, 

that  I  more  than  once  thought  to  have 

broke  my  word  with  the  King  of  the 

Genii,  to  keep  you  to  myfelf.    What- 

foever  the  value  of  a  diamond  ftatue 

may  be,  is  it  worth  the  fatisfaftlon  of 

enjoying  you?     I  love  you  above  all 

theoiamonds  and  wealth  in  theworldl' 

Juft  as  he  had  done  fpeaHng  thefe 

words,  a  clap  of  thunder  was  heard, 

which  made  that  fubterraneous  place 

(hake.     Zeyn's  mother  was  affrighted} 

but  the  King  of  the  Genii  immediately 

ap'pearing,  di Spelled  the  dread.  '  Ma- 

«  dam,' 
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dam/  faid  he  to  her, .« I  protea  and 
love  your  fon.     I  had  a  mind  to  try 
whether,  at  his  age,  he  could  fubdue 
his  paffions.     I  know  the  charms  of 
this  young   lady  have  wrought   on 
him,  and  that  he  did  not  punctually 
keep  the  promife  he  had  made  me,  not 
*o  defire  to  enjoy  her;  but  I  am  too. 
well   acquainted  with  the  frailty  of 
the  human  race.     This  is  the  ninth 
ftatue  I  defigned  for  him;  it  is  more 
rare  and  precious  than  the  others. — 
Live,'  faid  he,  directing  hi*  difcourfe 
otheyoungprince,  '  live  happy,  Zeyn, 
with  this"  young  lady,   who   is  your 
wife  ;  and  if  you  would  have  her  true 
and  conrtant  to  you,  love  her  always, 
and  love  her  alone.     Give  her  no  ri- 
val, and  I  will  anfwer  for  her  fide- 
lity.'     Having  fpoken  thefe  words, 
the  King  of  the  Genii  vanifhed  ;  and 
Zeyn,  ravifhed  with  that  young  lady, 
consummated  the    marriage   the   fame 
d*y,  and  caufed  her  to  be  proclaimed 
Queen   of  Balfora.      Thefe  two  ever- 
faithful  and  loving  conforts  lived  to- 
gether many  years. 


THE    HISTORY    OF    CODADAD,    AND 

HIS  BROTHERS. 


THOSE  who  have  written  the  hi  f- 
tory  of  the  kingdom  of  Diarbekir, 
inform  us,  that  there  formerly  reigned 
a  mo(t  magnificent  king  in  the   city  of 
Harran,   who   loved  his  fubjefts,  and 
was  equally  beloved  by  them.    He  was 
endued  with  all  virtues,    and    wanted 
nothing    to    compleat    his    happinefs 
but  an  heir.     Though  he  had  the  fineft 
•women  in  the  world  in  his  feraglio,  jet 
was  he  deftitute  of  children.     He  con- 
tinually   prayed  to   Heaven  for  them  j 
and  one  night   in  his  deep,  a  comely 
pcrfon,  or   rather   a  prophet,  appeared 
to  him,  ajid  faid — «  Your  prayers  are 
heard;  you  have  obtained  what  you  de- 
fired.  Rife  as  foon  as  you  awake,  goto 
your  prayers,    and   make  two  genii- 
flexions,  then  "walk  into  the  garden 
of  your  palace,  call  your   gardener, 
and  bid   him  bring  you  a  pomegra- 
nate; eat  as  many  of  the  fet-ds  as  you 
think  -fit,  and  your  wifties   (hall  be 
accomplifhed.' 

The  king  calling  to  mind  his  dream 
when  he  awaked,  returned  thanks  to 
Jleaven,  got  up,  fell  to  his  prayers, 
made  two  genuflexions,  and  then  went 


down  into  his   garden,  where  he  took 
fifty  pomegranate  feeds,  which  he  count* 
ed,  and  eat  them.     He  had  fifty  wive* 
who  fhared  in  his  bed;  they  all  proved 
with  child:  but  there  was  one  called 
Pirouze,  who  did  not  appear  to  be  big- 
bellied.     He  took  an  averfion  to  that 
lady,  and  would  have  her  put  to  death. 
Herbarrennefs,'  faid  he,  <  is  a  certairt 
token   that  Heaven   does   not  judge 
Pirouze  worthy  to  bear  a  prince.  It 
is  my  liuty  to  deliver  the  world  from 
an  object  that  is  odious  to  the  Lord.* 
He  had    taken  this    cruel    refolution; 
but  his  vizierdiverted  him  from  putting 
it  in    execution,  reprefentins?    to    him 
that  all  women  were  not  of  the  fame 
conftitution,  and  that  it  was  not  im-. 
poffible  but  that  Pirouze  might  be  with 
child,  though  it  did  npt  appear.  'Well,* 
anfwered  the  king,  '  let  her  live:  'but 
«  let  her  depart  my  court,  for  I  cannot 
'  endure  her." — «  Your   majefty,'    re- 

*  plied  the  vizier,    *  may  fend  her  to 

*  Prince    Samer,    your   coufin.'     The 
king  approved  of  his  advice;   he  fent 
Pirouze  to  Samaria,  with   a  letter,  in 
which  he  ordered  his  coufin  to  treat  her 
well; and  in  cafe  (he  proved  with  child, 
to  give  him  notice  of  her  being  brought 
to -bed. 

No    fooner   was  Pirouze  arrived  in 
that  country,  but  it  appeared  that  (he 
was  with  child,  and  at  length   fhe  wa» 
delivered  of  a  moft   beautiful    princ«. 
The  Prince  of  Samaria  wrote  immedi- 
ately to  the  King  of  Harran,  to  acquaint 
him  with  the  birth  of  that  fon,  and  to 
congratulate    him    on    that    occafion. 
The  king  was  much  rejoiced  at  it,  and 
anfwered  Prince    Samer    as   follows  : 
Coufin,  all  my  other  wives  have  alfo 
been  delivered  of  each  a  prince;  fo 
that  we  have  a  great  number  of  chil- 
dren here.     I  defire  you  to  breed  up 
that  of  Pirouze,  to  give  him  the  name 
of  Codadad,  and  to  fend  him  to   me 
when  I  (hall  give  you  notice/ 
The  Prince  of  Samaria  fpared  no- 
thing  that  might  improve  the  educa- 
tion of  his  nephew.     He  taught  him  to 
ride,  ftioot    with  a    bow,  and  all  the 
other  things    becoming   the  fon  of   a 
king;  fp  that    Codadad,    at    eighteen 
years  of  age,  was   looked  upon  as   a 
prodigy.     The  young  prince  being  in- 
fpired  with  a  courage  worthy,  of    his 
birth,faid  one  day  to  his  mother — <Ma- 
«  dam,  1  begin  to  grow  weary  of  Sama- 
'  ria:  I  find  myfelf  inclined  to  gain 
'  renown: 
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renown;  ,give  me  leave  to  go  ft-ek  it 
amidft  the  perils  of  war.    My  father, 
the  King  of  Harran,  has  many  ene- 
mies :    feme    neighbouring    princes 
make  it  their  bufinefs  to  difturb  him. 
Why  does  he  not  call  me  to  his  afiift- 
ance?  Why  does  he  leave  me  here  fo 
long,  like  an  infant?    Muft  I  fpend 
my  life  here  in   (loth,  when  all  my 
brothers  have  the  good  fortune  to  be 
fighting   by   his  fide?' — '  My  ion,' 
nfwered  Pirouze,  '  I  am  no  lefs  impa- 
tient to  have  your  name  become  fa- 
mous; Icouldwifli  you  had  already 
fignalized   yourfelf  againft   your  fa- 
ther's enemies.  But  we  milft  wait  till 
he  requires  it.'*—*  No,  Madam,'  re- 
>lied  Codadad,  *  I  have  already  waited 
but  too  long.     I  long  to  fee  the  king, 
and  am  tempted  to  go  offer  him  my 
fervice,  as  a  young  gentleman    un- 
known. No  doubt  but  he  will  accept 
of  it;  and  I  will  not  difcover  myfelf, 
till  I  have  performed  a  thoufand  glo- 
rious actions.  I  deiign  to  merit  his  ef- 
teem  before  he  knows  who  I    am.' 
Pirouze  approved  of  his  generous  refo- 
lutions;  and  Codadad  one  day  departed 
Samaria,    as  if  he  had  been  going  a 
hunting,   without  acquainting  Prince 
Samer,  for  fear  he  mould  thwart  hi& 
defign. 

He  was  mounted  on  a  white  horfe, 
who  had  a  gold  bit  and  ihoesj  hishouf- 
ing  was   of  blue   fattin,  embroidered 
with  pearls  ;  the  hilt  of  his  icymefar 
was  of  one  entire  diamond,  and   the 
fcabbard  of  fandal-wood,  all  adorned 
with  emeralds  and  rubies;  ztnd   on  his 
(boulders  his  bow  and  quiver.     In  this 
equipage,  which  added  much    to    his 
good  mien,  he  arrived  at  the  city  of 
Harran;  and  foon  found  means  to  offer 
his  iervice  to,  the  king;  who,    being 
charmed  with    his  beauty   and  lovely 
prefence,  and  perhaps  infpircd  by  natu- 
ral iympathy,  gave  him  a    favourable 
reception,  and  aflced  his  name  and  qua- 
lity.    '  SJr,'anfwered  Codadad,  «I  am 
ion  to  an  emir  of  Grand  Cairo.  An 
inclination   to  travel   has   made   me 
quit  my  country;  and  understanding, 
in  my   paflage  through  your  domi- 
nions,ihat  you  are  engaged  inwarwith 
fume  of  your  neighbours,  I  am  come 
to  your  court,  to  offer  your  majefty 
my  fervice.'     The  king  fhewed  him 
extraordinary  kindnefs,  and  employed 
him  in  h:s  troops. 

The  young  prince  focn  fignalized  his 


bravery.  He  gained  the  efteem  of  the 
officers,  and  was  admired  by  the  fol- 
diers.  And  having  no  lefs  wit  than  cou- 
rage, hefofar  advanced  himielf  in  the 
king's  afteclion,  as  to  become  his  fa- 
vourite. All  the  minifters  and  other 
courtiers  daily  reforted  to  Codadad;  and 
were  fo  eager  to  purchafe  his  friend- 
fhip,  that  they  neglected  the  king's  other 
fons.  Thofe  princes  could  not  but  re- 
fcnt  it;  and  imputing  it  to  the  fucccfsful 
ftranger,  they  all  conceived  an  im- 
placable hatred  againft  him.  But  the 
king's  affection  daily  increafmg,  he 
was  never  weary  of  giving  him  frefh 
teftimonies  of  it.  He  always  defired  he 
(hould  be  near  him;  lie  admired  his  dif- 
courfe,  ever  full  of  wit  and  difcretion; 
and  to  fliew  how  much  he  was  fatisfied 
with  his  wiidom,  he  gave  him  the  tui- 
tion of  the  oilier  princes,  though  he  was 
of  the  fame  age  as  they.  Thus  Co- 
dadad was  mads  governor  of  his  Bro- 
thers. 

This  only  ferved  to   heighten  their 
hatred.     *  Is    it  come   to    this,'-   faid 
they,  '  that  the  king,  not  fatysfied  with 
loving  a  ftranger  more  than  us,  will 
have  him   to  be  our  tutor,  and   not 
allow  us  to  do  any  thing  without  his 
leave?  This  is   not  to  be  .endured! 
We  muft  rid  ourfelves  of  this  ftran- 
ger.     Let  us  go  together,'    faid  one 
of  them,  *  and  difpatch   him.' — '  No, 
no,'  anfwered  another,  *  we  had  bet- 
ter be  cautious  how  we  facriike  our- 
felves.    Kis  death  would  render  us 
odious   to  the  king,    who  in  return 
would  declare  us  all   unfit  to  reign. 
Let  us  deftroy  the  ftranger  artfully. 
We  will   afk  leave  to  go  a  hunting; 
and  when   far   from   the  palace,  we 
will  proceed  to  fome  other  city,  and 
ftay  there  fome  time.     The  king  will 
wonder  at  our  abfence,  and  perceiv- 
ing we  do  not  return,  he  may  perhaps 
put  the  (iranger  to  death,  or  at  lead 
will  turn   him  out  of  the  court,  for 
fuffering  us  to  leave  the  palace.' 
'All  the  princes  applauded  this  arti- 
fice, went  together  to   Codadad,    and 
defired  him  to  give  them   leave   to  go 
take  the  diverfion  of  hunting,  promif- 
ing  to  return  the  fame  day.     Pirouze"  s 
fon  was  taken  in  thefnare,  and  granted 
the  leave  his   brothers   tienred.     They 
went,    but    returned   not.     They  had 
been  three  days  abfent,  when  the  king 
afked  Codadad  where  the  princes  were, 
for  it  was  long  fince  he  had  feen  them. 

'  sir/ 
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'  Sir,'  anfwered  Codadad,  '  they  have 
*  been  gone  a  hunting  theft  three  days; 
'  but  they  prorr.ifc.I  me  they  woulJ  re- 
'  turn  fooner.'  The  king  grew  uneafy, 
and  much  more  when  he  perceived  the 
princes  did  not   return   the  next  day. 
This  provoke  j  his  p'aflion  :  '  Indifcrret 
ftrang^r,'  Pnd  he  U;  Codadact,  '  why 
did  you  let  my  fons  go,  without  bear- 
ing them  company?  Is  it  thus  you  dif- 
charge  the   truft    I   have    repofed   in 
you?  Go  feek  them  immediately,  or 
you  are  a  dead  man.' 
Tht-Ce  word?  pierced  Pirouze's  unfor- 
tunate fon  to  the  heart.  He  arme  i  him- 
felf,  went   ou*  of  th-   city,  and  like  a 
fliepherd  who  had  loft  nis  flock,  fearch- 
ed  all  the  country  for  his  brothers,  en- 
quiring at  every  village,  whether  they 
had  been  feen;  and  hearing  no  news  of 
them,  was  grieved  to  the  heart.  'Alas! 
my  brothers,1  laid  he,  «  what  is  be- 
cosoeof  you?  You  are,  perhaps,  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  our  enemies.    Am 
I  come  to  the  court  of  Harran,  to  be 
the  occafion   of  giving  the  king  fo 
much    trouble?'  He   was   altogether 
comfortlefs  for  having  given  the  prin- 
ces leave  to   go  a  hunting,  or  for  not 
having  borne  them  company. 

After  fome  days  fpeat  in  a  fruitlefs 
fearch,  he  arrived  in  a  plain  of  prodigi- 
ous extent,  in  the  midft  whereof  was  a  . 
palace    of  black    marble.     He    drew 
near,  and  atone  of  the  windows  fpied 
a  moft  beautiful  lady;  but  let  off  with 
no  other  ornament  than  her  own  beauty, 
for  her  hair  was  dimevelled,   her  gar- 
ments ragged,  and  on  her  countenance 
appeared  tokens  of  the  greateft  afflic- 
tion.    As  loon  as   me   faw  Codadad, 
and  judged  he  might  hear  her,  (he  di- 
recled  her  difcourfe  to  him,    faying— 
Alas  !  young  man,    get  away  from 
this  fatal  place,  orelfeyou  willfoon 
fail  i.nto  the  hands  of  the  monfter  that 
inhabits  it.  A  black,  who  feeds  only 
on  human  bloodjrefides  in  this  palace. 
He  feizes  all  perfons  whom  their  ill 
fate  conduces  to  this  plain,  and  /huts 
them  up  in  his  dark  dungeons, whence 
they  are  never  releafed,  but  to  be  de- 
voured by  him.* 

*  Madam,'  anfwered  Codadad,  '  tell 
me  who  you  are,  and  be  not  concern- 
ed for  any  more.'. — «  I  am  a  maid  of 
quality,  of  Grand  Cairo,'  replied  the 
ady:  'I  was  pa(£ng  by  this  caftle 
yefterday,  in  my  way  to  Bagdad,  and 
met  with  the  black,  who  killed  all 


my  fervants,  and  brought  me  hither. 
I  wifh  I  had  nothing  bur  death  to  fearj 
but, to  add  to  my  calamity,  this  mon- 
fter would  perfuade  ir,e  to   love  him, 
and  in  cafe  I  do  not  yield  to-morrow 
to  his  bnitality,    I  mult   expeft  the 
i>t'.'i.!t    violence.     I    tell    you  once 
added   flie,    '  make  your   ef- 
capo.     The  black  will    ibon  return. 
He  is  gone  out  to  pui  jue  fome  travel-  , 
ler*  he  fpied  atat}ifta#ceon  ih?  plain. 
Lofe    no    time;    nay,    I    knew    not 
whither  a  fpeedy  flight  will   deliver 
you  from  him.' 
She  had  fcatce   done   fpeaking  thefe 
words  before  the  black  appesi-ed.     He 
was  a  man  of  a  monftrous  bulk,  and  of 
a  dreadful  afpecl,  mounted  on  a  mighty 
Tartar  horfe,  and  wore  fuch  a  large  and 
heavy  fcymetar,  that  none  but  himfclf  ' 
could  make  ufe  of  it.     The  prince  fee- 
ing him,  was  amazed  at  his  monftrous 
mien,  directed  his   prayers  to  Heavea 
to  afliil  him,  then  drew  his    fcymetar, 
and  ftood  ftill  to  expect  rhe  black;  who, 
defpiiing  fb  inconfiderable   an   enemy, 
called  to  him,  to  yield  himlelf,  with  en- 
gaging  words:   but    Codadad,  by  his 
behaviour,  gave  him  to  underftand  that 
he  wos  refolved  to  defend  his  life;  for 
he  drew  near  and  gave  him  a  great  cut 
on  the  knee.     The  black  feeiinp;him- 
felf  wounded,  gave    fuch     a  dreadful 
fhriek  as  made  all  the  plain  refound. 
He  grew  enraged,  foamed  at  the  mouth, 
and, raifing  himlelf  in  his  ftirrups,  made 
at  Codadad  with  his   dreadful   fcyme- 
tar.    The  ftroke  was  fo   violent,   that 
no  more  would  have  been  required  to 
put  an  end  to  the  prince,  had  not  he,  by 
a  fudden  fpring  he  made  his  horfe  take, 
avoided    it.     The    fcymetar    made    a 
mighty  hi/Ting  in  the  air;  but  before 
the  black  could  have  leifure    to  fecond 
his  blow,  Codadad  let  fall  one  on  his 
right-arm,  with  fuch  fury,  that  he  cut 
it  oft7.  The  dreadful  fcymetar  fell  with 
the  hand  that  held  it,  and  the    black 
yielding  under  the  violence  of  theftroke, 
loft  his  ftirrups,  and    made  the  earth 
quake  with  his  mighty  fall.  The  prince 
alighted  at  the  fame  time,  and  chopped 
off  his  enemy's  head.     Juft   then,  the 
lady,  who  had  been  a  fpe<5lator  of  the 
combat,  and  was  ftill  offering  up    her 
vows  to  Heaven    for  that  young  hero, 
whom  (lie  admired,  gave  a  fhriek  for 
joy, and  faid  to  Codadad — '  Prince, (for 
1  the  mighty  victory  you  have  obtained 
(  convinces  me  that  you  are  .of  no  ordi- 
3  K  «  nary 
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*  nary  extraction)  finifli  the  work  you 

*  have  begun.  The  black  has  the  keys 
'  of  this  caftle;  take  them,  and  deliver 
'  me  Out  of  prifon.'  The  prince  fearch- 
ed  the    wretch's   pockets,  as    he    lay 
ftretched  out  on  the  ground,  and  found 
feveral  keys. 

He  opened  the  firft  door,  and  went 
into  a  court,  where  he  met  the  lady 
coming  to  meet  him}  (he  would  have 
caft  herfelf  at  his  feet,  in  token  of  her 
gratitude,  but  he  would  not  permit  it. 
Shecominen'ded  his  valour,and  extolled 
him  above  all  the  heroes  in  the  world. 
He  returned  her  compliments;  and  me 
appearing  ftill  more  lovely  to  him  near 
at  hand  than  at  adiftance,  I  know  not 
whether  (lie  was  more  joyful  to  be  de- 
livered from  the  defperate  danger  (lie 
had  been  in,  than  he  for  having  done 
fo  confiderable  a  fervice  to  fo  beautiful 
a  perfon. 

Their  difcourfe  was  interrupted  by 
difmal  cries  and  groans.  «  What  is 
'  this  I  hear?'  faid  Codadad  :  whence 
'  come  theie  miferable  cries,  which 
'  pierce  our  ears?' — 'Sir,'  faid  the 
lady  to  him,  pointing  to  a  little  door 
there  was  in  the  court,  *  they  come  from 

*  thence.     There  are  I  know  not  how 
'  many  wretched  perfons,  whom  fate 

*  has  made  to  fall  into  the    hands  of 

*  the  black.     They    are  ail    chained, 
'  and  that  monfter  drew  out  one  every 

*  day  to  be  devoured.' 

*  It  is  an  addition  to  my  joy,'  an- 
fwered  the  young  prince,  *  to  under- 
'  ftand  that  my  victory  will  fave  the 

*  lives  of  thofe  unfortunate    perfons. 

*  Come  along   with  me,  Madam,  to 
'  partake  in  the  fatisfaclion  of  giving 
'  them   liberty.     You    may  guefs  by 

*  yourfelf,  how  welcome  we  fhall  be 
'  to  them.'     Having  fo  faid,  they  ad- 
vanced towards  the  door  of  the  dun- 
geon, and    the  nearer  they  drew,  the 
more  diftinftly  they  heard    the    com- 
plaints of  the  prifoners.  Codadad  pity- 
ing them, and  impatient  to  put  an  endto 
their  fofferings,  put  one  of  the  keys 
into  the  hole,  which   proved  not  to  be 
the  right  at  firft,  and  therefore  he  took 
another;  at  which  noife  all  thofe  un- 
fortunate creatures,  concluding  it  was 
the   black   who   came,    according    to 
cuftom,  to  bring  them  fome  meat,  and 
at  the  fame  time  to  feize  one  of  them  to 
eat  himielf,  redoubled  their  cries  and 
groins.  Lamentable  voices  were  heard, 


which  founded   as   if  they    had    come 
from  the  centre  of  the  earth. 

In  the  mean  time  the  prince  had  open- 
ed the, door,  and  went  down  a  very  fteep 
ftair-cafe  into  a  large  and  deep  vault, 
which  received   fome  fmall  light  from 
a  little  window,  and  in   which  there 
were  above  an  hundred  perfons,  bound 
to  ftakes,  and  their  hands  tied.     '  Un- 
fortunate travellers,'  faid  he  to  them, 
wretched  victims,  who  only  expected 
the  moment  of  an  approaching  cruel 
death,  give  thanks  to  Heaven,  which 
has  this  day  delivered    you    by  my 
means.     I    have    (lain   the  black  by 
whom  you  were  to  be  devoured,  and 
am  come  to  knock  off  your   irons!' 
The  prifoners  hearing  theie  words,  all 
together  gave  a  fhout  occafioned  by  joy 
and  furprize.     Codadad   and  the  lady 
began  to  unbind  them;  and  as  foon  as 
any  of  them  were  loofe,  they  helped- to 
take  off  the  fetters  from  the  reft;  fo  that 
in  a  fhoi  t  time  they  were  all  at  liberty. 
They  then  kneeled  down,  and  hav- 
ing returned    thanks   to    Codadad  for 
what  he  had  done  for  them,  went  out 
of  that  dungeon;  and  when  they  were 
come  into  the  court,  how  furprizing 
was  it  for  the  prince  to  fee  among  the 
prifoners  thofe  he  was  in  fearch  of,  and 
almoftout  of  hopes  to  find!  'Princes,* 
cried  he,  'am  1  not  deceived?  Is  it  you 
whom  I  behold  ?    May  I  flatter  my- 
felf,  that  it  will  be  in   my  power  to 
reftore  you  to   the  king  your  father, 
who  is  inconfolable  for  the    lofs    of 
you  ?  But  will  he  not  have  fome  one 
to  lament  ?  Are  you  all  here  alive? 
Alas !    the  death  of  one  of  you  will 
fuffice  to  damp  all  the  joy  I  conceive 
for  having  delivered  you  !' 
The  forty- nine    princes  all    made 
themfelves   known   to  Codadad,    who 
embraced  them  one  after  another,  and 
told  them  how  uneafy  their   father  was 
on  account    of  their   abfence.     They 
gave  their  deliverer  all  the  commenda- 
tions he  deferved,  as  did  the  other  prifo- 
ners, who  could  not  find  words  expref- 
five  enough  to  declare  the  gratitude  they 
were  fenfible  of.     Next  Codadad,  with 
them,  took  a  view  of  the  whole  caftle, 
where  there  was  immenfe  wealth,  curi- 
ous filks,  gold  brocades,    Perfian  car- 
pets,   China   fattins,    and   an  infinite 
quantity    of  other   goods,    which   the 
black  had  taken  from  the  caravans  he 
had    plundered;     a   confiderable    part 
whereof 
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and  I  have  been  forced  to  fly  to  fave 
my  life.' 

Then  Codadad  and  his  brothers  de- 
fired  theprincefs  to  tell  them  her  ftory, 


whereof  belonged  to  the  prsfoners  Co- 
dadad had  then  fet^free.     Every  man 
knew  and  reclaimed  what  belonged  to 
him.     The  prince  reftored  them  their 
own,  and  divided  the  reft  of  the  mer- 
chandize among  them.     Then  he  faid 
to  them — *  How  will  you  do  to  cany 
away  your  goods  ?  We  are  here  in  a 
defart  place, and  there  is  no  likelihood 
of  your  getting  horfes.' — 'Sir,'  an- 
fwered  one  of  the  prifoners,  *  the  black 
robbed  us  of  our  camels,  as  well  as 
our  goods,  'and  perhaps  they  may  be 
in  the  (tables  of  this  caftle.' — «  That 
is  not  unlikely,'  repliedCodadad;  Met 
us    fee    after  it.'     Accordingly  they 
went  to  the  ftables,  wherethey  not  only 
found  the  camels,  but  alfo  the  horfes 
belonging  to    the   King  of   Harran's 
fons.     There  were  fome  black  Haves  in 
the  ftables,  who  feeing  all  the  prifon- 
ers releafed,  and  guefting  thereby  that 
their   mailer    had    been    killed,     fled 
through    by-ways,     well     known    to 
them.  Nobody  minded  topurfue  them. 
All  the  merchants,  overjoyed  that  they 
had  recovered  their  goods  a^id  camels 
together  with  their  liberty,  thought  of 
nothing  but  profecuting  their  journey} 
but  firft  repeated  their  thanks  to  their 
deliverer. 

When    they   were    gone,  Codadad, 
directing  his    difcourfe    to   the    lady, 
faid — «  What  place,  Madam,  do  you 
defire  to  go  to  ?  Whither  did  you  de- 
fign,  when  you   were   feized  by  the 
black  ?     I  intend  to  bear  you  com- 
pany to  the  place  you   (hall  appoint: 
and    I  do  not  queftion    but  that  all 
thefe  princes  will  do  the  fame.'    The 
King  of  Harran's  fons  protefted  to  the 
lady,  that  they  would  not  leave  her  till 
ftie  was  reftored  to  her  friends. 

'  Princes,'  faid  (he,  «  I  am  of  a 
country  too  remote  from  hence  ;  and 
befides  that,  it  would  be  an  impofi- 
tion  on  your  generofity  to  oblige  you 
to  travel  fo  far.  I  muft  own  to  you, 
that  I  am  come  from  my  native  coun- 
try for  ever.  I  told  you  awhile  ago, 
that  I  was  a  lady  of  Grand  Cairo; 
but  fince  you  have  (hewn  me  fo  mucli 
favour, and  I  am  fo  highly  obliged  to 
you,'  added  (he,  looking  upon  Co- 
iadad,  'I  (hould  be  much  in  the  wrong 
in  concealing  the  truth  from  you.  I 
am  a  king's  daughter.  An  ufurper 
has  poffeffed  himlelf  of  my  father's 
throne,  after  Caving  murdered  himj 


affuring  her  they  were  highly  concerned 
at  her  misfortunes,  and  fully  d-ifpofed 
to  f'pare  nothing  that  might  contri- 
bute towards  rendering  her  more 
happy.  After  thanks  returned  for  their 
frefh  proteftations  of  readinefs  to  ferve 
her,  me  could  not  refufe  fatisfying 
their  curiofity,  and  began  the  recital  cf 
her  adventures  in  thefollowing  manner. 


THE 


HISTORY     OF    THE    PRINCESS 
OF  DERYABAR. 


'"pHERE  is  in  a  certain  ifland  a. 
*•  'great  city  called  Deryabar.  It 
has  been  long  governed  by  a  potent, 
magnificent,and  virtuous  king.  That 
prince  had  no  children, which  was  the 
only  thing  wantingtomake  him  happy, 
He  continuallyaddreifed  hisprayersto 
Heaven;  but  Heaven  granted  his  re- 
quefts  by  halves,  for  the.  queen  his 
;  wife,aftera  long  expeclation,brought 
forth  a  daughter. 

'  I  am  the  unfortunate  princefs.  My 
'  father  was  rather  troubled  than  pleaf- 
1  ed  at  my  birth;  but  he  fubmitted  to 
'  the  will  of  God,  and  caufed  me  to 
1  be  educated  with  all  poflible  care, 
1  being  refolved,  fince  he  had  no  fon,trv 
'  teach  me  the  art  of  ruling,  that  I 
[  might  fupply  his  place  after  his  death. 
*  One  day,  when  he  was  taking  the 
'  diverfion  of  hunting,  he  fpied  a  wild 
1  afs,  which  he  chafed,  loft  his  com- 
1  parry,  and  was  carried  away  fofarirt 
'  that  heat,  as  to  ride  on  till  night, 
'  without  reflecting  that  he  was  quite 
1  out  of  the  way.  He  then  alighted, 
'  and  fat  down  at  the  edge  of  a  wood 
'  into  which  he  obforved  the  afs  had 
1  fled.  No  fooner  was  the  day  (hut 
'  in,  than  he  difcovered  a  light  among 
'  the  trees,  which  made  him  conclude 
'  that  he  was  not  far  from  fome  vil- 
'  lage;  he  rejoiced  at  it,  hoping  that 
'  he  might  pafs  the  night  there,  and 
'  find  fome  perfon  to  fend  to  his  follow - 
'  ers  to  acquaint  them  where  he  was; 
'  and  accordingly  he  got  up  and  walk- 
«  ed  towards  the  light,  which  ferved  to 
<  guide  him. 

'  He  foon  found  he  had  been  deceiv- 

'  ed,  that  light  being  no  other  than  a 

K'*  «  fir« 
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fire  lighted   'f>    a    >.ut;    however,  he 

drew  near    and  with  am^zemert  be- 

hel'i  3  great  blacK,  or  rather  ?  «.iread- 

ful  L,!am     fitting  on  a  fufa.     Before 

the  moi'fte--   was  a  gr^nt  pitcher  of 

wine,    am"  ht  was  ionftin£a  bullock 

he    h-id     newlv    killed.      Sometimes 

he     drank     out     of    ihe     pitcher,- 

and    then  cvt  dices   ofF  the  bullock 

and  eat  them.     But  that  which   moil 

drew  the  king  my  father's   attention 

was  a  beautiful  woman  he  faw  in  the 

hut.      She  fef.meu  to  be  overwhelmed 

with   grief-,  her    hands  wer-  bound, 

and  at  her  feet  was  a  fmall  chiH,  a- 

bout  two  or  three  years  old,  who,  as 

if  hewasfenfible  of  his  .no;her's  mis- 

fortunes, continually  wept  and  rent 

the  air  with  his  ciies. 

'  My  f.ther,  being  moved  with  that 

object  of  pity,  '.  fir'.l  tb     aVe 

goi.e  into  the  hi  k?d  the 

giant;   but  confu;     •  uMbean 

unequal  combat.  <nd  re- 

folvrcl.    fmce    h       tai     n<  t     ftrength 

enough  to  prevail  by  opfn    force,   to 

ufe  art.    In  the  mean  r    r.c,   the  giant 

having  emptied   the  pitcher,  and  de- 

voured ,bove  half  the  bullock,  turned 

to  the  woman,  and  faid  —  *'  Beautiful 

1  princefs,   why  do  you  obngf  me  by 

your  obftinacyto  treat  you  wit-i  /eve 

c  rity  ?   It  is  in  your  own  power  to  be 

happy.    You  need  only  to  refolveto 

love,  and  be  true  to  me,  and  I  (hall 

expreismyi-ifftclion  to  you."'  —  "Thou 

hideous  iatyr,"  anfwered  the    lady, 

never  expeft  that  time  foould  wear 

away   the  averf.on  I  have  for  yc-u. 

Thou  wilt  ever  be   a  monfter  in  my 

eyes."  To  thefe  words  fhe  adued  fo 

rnar.y  reproaches,  thst  li.e  giant  grew 

enraged.   "T  his  is  too  much,"  cr.ed 

he  in  a  furious  tone;  "my  iove  under- 

valued, is  turned  into   rage.     Your 

rK'tivd  has  at  laft  cauled  mine;I  find 

it  jnevaiib  above  my  defnes,  and  that 

I  now  w'.Oi  y«.''j/  dt'iti,  ratlKT  than  en- 

joyment.''Having!poken  thefe  words, 

he   to.-k    that   wictched    lady    by  the 

hit.r,   he:d  her   tip  with   one  hand  in 

the  air,     and.    drawing  his   fcymetar 

viih    ihe    cthtr,    wus    juit    going   to 

ft;  ike   off   ;t:    head,  wlu.u    the  king 

my    father    let   fly  an    arrow,  which 

pieiccd  (he  giant's  '»(?ail,   fo  that  he 

ftaggered,   and  droj?j>ed  .^jwn  dead. 

*  My  father  enlered  the  hut,  unbound 

the  lady's  hands,  afk^d   her  who  (he 

was,  and  how  (he  ca.ne  thither.  "  Sir, 

laid  Hit,  "  there  are  fonie  families  of 


"  Saracens  along  the  fea-ccaft,  who- 
"  live  under  n  ;iince  who  is  my 
*'  hv.lband.  This  w<,>nt  you  have  kill- 
"  ed  WHS  one  of  his  principal  officers. 
"  The  wretch  fell  dcfptrately  in  love 
"  with  me,  but  took  <f,echl  care  to 
"  conceal  it,  til!  he  could  put  in  exe- 
"  c". iion  thedkftgnshehad  laid  of  fieal- 
"  in>.  ne  away.  Fortune  offerer  fa- 
11  vours  wicked  defigns  than  viituous 
'*  ones.  The  ginnt  one  day  furprized 
"  itie  and  my  child  io  a  bye  place.  He 
"  fcir-  ,  u«  i  orh;  ?nd,  to  difappoint 
"  the  ^  t-11  knew  my  hnfband 

"  wci  ii  account 

*'  of  this   i    pa,    he  mnovtd    fir  from 
•. i-.h  .bite/  by  thoTc  Sara- 
'  cens,  a  mi  brought  us  into  this  wood, 
'  where  he  lias  kept   me  fome   days. 
'   As  deplorable  as   my  condition  is, 
*   it  is  Mill  a  vre".'  fstisfa£lion  to  me  to 
*'  think,  that  tiie  giant, though  fobrutal 
*'  and    £tr:.)ri;us,    r.ever  ufed    force  to 
"  obtain   '.ha:  which  I  always  refufed 
"  to    his   en;ieaties;  not  tut    that  he 
*'   has  threatened  me  a  hundred  times 
"  that  he  would   have  recourfe  to  the 
"  ^forft  of  extremities,  in  cafe  he  could 
"  not  osher--  iie  prevail  upon  me:   and 
"  I  nuift  ccrfefs  to  you,  that  a  while 
"  ago,  when  I  provoked   his  anger  by 
'  "   my  words,  I  was  lefs  concerned  for 
*.*  my  lite  than  for  my  honour." 

"  This,  Sir,"  laid  the  Prince  of  the 
'  Sruiu-'jr.s  wife,  *'  is  the  faithful  ac- 
"  ci  untof  mymisfortunrs;  and  I  ilonot 
tv  quettion  but  that  you  will  think  me 
*'  worthy  enough  of  your  ccmparlion, 
"  not  to  repent  of  your  having  fo  ge- 
"  neroufly relieved  me." — «'  Madam," 
«  anfwered  my  father,  "  be  affured 
"  your  troubles  have  moved  me;  and  I 
*'  will  do  all  that  lhall  be  in  my  power 
"  to  make  you  happy  again.  To- 
"  morrow,  as  foon  as  the  day  appears, 
"  we  will  go  out  of  this  wood,  and 
"  endeavour  to  fall  into  the  road 
"  which  leads  to  the  great  city  of  De- 
t  i  .of  which  I  "4m  fovereignj  and, 
"  if  ^ou  think  fit.yonihall  beentertain. 
"  etl  h  my  palace  till  the  prince  your 
*'  hi  (bar(t  (hall  come  to  reclaim  you." 
'  The  Saracen  lady  accepted  the  of- 

*  fer,  and   the   next  d:.y    followed  the 

*  king  my  father,  who  found  all  his  re- 
'   tinue   upon   tht  fkirts  of  the  wood, 

*  they  having  fpf-nt  the  night  in  fearch- 

*  ing  after  him,  p.nd  being  very  uneafy 

*  that  they  could  not  find  him.     They 
'   were  no  lefs  joyful  to  meetwith  him, 
«  than  amazed  to  fee  him  with  a  lady 

«  whoi'e 
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'whofe  beauty  f«r<  ixci  them.  He 
told  them  how  ht  iv.d  found  her,  and 
the  danger  he  had  am  in  drawing 
near  to  the  hut;  where  he  vmift  cer- 
tainly have  loft  his  life,  had  the  giant 
feen  him.  One  of  his  fervants  took 
up  the  lady  behind  him,  and  another 
carried  the  child. 

«  Thus  they  arrived  at  the  king  my 
father's  palace,  who  a^gned  the 
beautiful  Saracen  lady  an  aparment, 
and  caufeit  her  child  to  be  carefully 
educated.  The  l^dy  was  fenfible  of 
the  king's  goodnefs  to  her,  and  ex- 
prefled  as  much  gratitude  as  he  could 
defire.  She  had  at  firft  appeared  very 
uneafyand  impatient,  on  account  that 
her  hufband  did  not  reclaim  her;  but 
by  degrees  Hie  fhook  off  that  uneafi- 
nefs.  The  refpeft  my  father  paid 
her  difpelltd  her  impatrtnt'C;  and  I 
am  of  opinion,  that  Qie  would  at  lalt 
have  blamed  fortune  more  for  re- 
ftoring  her  to  her  kindred,  than  flie 
did  for  removing  her  from  them. 
•  In  the  mean  time  the  lady's  fon 
grew  up.  He  was  very  handfome  ; 
and,  not  wanting  wit,  found  the  way 
to  pleafe  the  king  my  father,  who 
took  a  great  kindnefs  to  him.  All 
the  courtiers  petceivd  it,  and  gtiefled 
that  the  young  man  might  in  the  end 
by  my  hufb,and.  Upon  this  conceit, 
and  looking  on  him  already  as  heir 
to  the  crown,  they  made  their  couit 
to  him,  and  every  man  endeavoured 
to  gain  his  favour.  He  Icon  faw 
into  their  defigns,  grew  conceited  of 
himfelf,  and  "forgetting  the  diftance 
there  was  between  our  conditions, 
flattered  himfelf  with  the  hopes  that 
my  father  was  fond  enough  of  him  to 
prefer  him  before  all  the  princes  in 
the  world.  Nay,  he  went  farther; 
for  the  king  not  anfwering  his  ex- 
pe&ation,  in  offering  me  to  him  as 
foon  as  he  could  have  wiflied,  he  had 
the  boldnefs  to  aflc  me  of  him. 
Whatfoeverpunifliment  his  infolence 
deferred,  rny  father  was  fatisfied  with 
telling  him  he  had  other  thoughts  in 
relation  to  me,  and  fhewed  him  no 
farther  diflike.  The  youth  was  in- 
cenfed  at  thisrefufal;  the  vain  fellow 
refented  the  contempt,  as  if  he  had 
afked  foine  maid  of  indifferent  ex 
tradion,  or  as  if  his  birth  had  been 
equal  to  mipe.  Nor  was  he  Jo  iatis- 
fi-d,  btit  refolved  to  be  revenged  on 
the  king,  and  with  unparalleled  ingra- 


tiiudeconfpired  againfthim.  In  {horr, 
hemurdetfd  him,  andcaufed  himfelf 
to  be  pro  laimed  King  of  Deryabar* 
by  a  great  number  of  malecontenis 
whom  he  fupported.  Th-^  firft  thing 
he  did,  after  ridding  himfelf  of  my 
father,  was  to  go  into  my  apart* 
ment.  wiih  a  great  train  of  the  con- 
fpirators.  His  defign  was  either  to 
take  my  life,  or  oblige  me  to  many 
him.  Whslft  he  was  bufy  murder- 
ing my  father,  the  grand  vizier,  whe 
had  been  always  loyal  to  his  mafter, 
came  to  carry  me  away  from  the  pa- 
lace, and  lecured  me  in  a  friend'* 
houfe,  till  a  vefTel  he  had  provided 
was  ready  to  fail.  I  then  left  theijlanrl, 
attended  only  byagovernefs  and  that 
generous  minifter,  who  choie  rather 
to  follow  his  mailer's  daughter,  and 
to  partake  of  her  mir.fortunes,  than 
to  inbmit  to  a  tyrant. 
4  The  grand  vizier  deilgned  to  carry 
me  to  the  courts  of  the  neighbouring 
kings,  to  implore  their  afiiftance,  and 
excite  them  to  revenge  my  father's 
death.  But  Heaven  did  not  give  a 
blefling  to  that  refolution  we  thought 
fo  juft.  When  we  had  been  but  a  few 
days  at  fea,  there  arofe  fuch  a  furious 
ftorm,  that,  in  fpite  of  all  the  ma- 
riners art,  our  veiTci,  carried  away  by 
the  violence  of  the  winds  and  waves, 
was  dafhed  in  pieces  againft  a  rock .  I 
will  noti'pend  time  in  defcribing  our 
(hipwreck  ;  I  can  but  faintly  tepre- 
fent  to  you  how  my  governefs,  the 
grand  vizier,  and  all  that  attended 
me,  were  {'wallowed  up  by  the  fea. 
The  dread  I  was  feized  with  did  not 
permit  me  to  obferve  all  the  horror  of 
our  condition.  In  fine,  I  loft  my 
fcnfes;  and  whether  I  was  throwrt 
upon  the  coaft,  upon  any  part  of  the 
wreck  of  our  mip,  or  whether  Hea- 
ven, which  referved  me  for  other  mis- 
fortunes, wrought  a  miracle  in  my 
deliverance,  I  found  myfelf  on  (hore 
when  my  fenfts  returned  to  me. 
*  Misfortunes  very  often  make  us 
forget  our  duty.  Inftead  of  return- 
ing thanks  to  God  for  fo  fingular  a 
mercy  ihewn  me,  I  only  lifted  up  my 
eyes  to  Heaven,  to  complain  becaufe 
I  had  been  faved.  I  was  fo  far  from 
bewailing  the  vizier  and  my  govern- 
efs, that  I  envied  their  fate;  and 
my  dreadful  imaginations  by  degrees 
prevailing  above  my  reafon,  I  refold- 
ed to  calt  myfelf  into  the  fea.  I  was 
*  upon 
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upon  the  point  of  doing  fo,  when  I 
heard  behind  me  a  great  noife  of  men 
and  hories.  I  looked  about  to  fee 
what  it  might  be,  and  fpied  feveral 
armed  horfemen,  among  whom  was 
one  mounted  on  an  Arabian  horfe. 
He  had  on  a  garment  embroidered 
with  filver,  a  girdle  fet  with  preci- 
ous (tones,  and  a  crown  of  gold  on 
his  head.  Though  his  habit  had  not 
convinced  me  that  he  was  chief of  the 
company,'  I  fhould  have  judged  it  by 
the  air  of  grandeur  which  appeared 
in  his  perfon.  He  was  a  young  man 
extraordinarily  fine  fhaped,  and  per- 
fectly beautiful.  Being  furprized  to 
fee  a  young  lady  alone  in  that  place, 
he  fc-nt  fome  of  his  officers' to  afk  who 
I  was.  Ail  my  anfwer  was  weeping. 
The  fhore  being  covered  with  the 
wreck  of  our  (hip,  they  concluded 
that  fome  veflel  had  been  caft  away 
there,  and  that  I  was  certainly  fome 
perfon  who  had  faved  my  life.  This 
conjecture,  and  my  inconfolable  con- 
dition, excited  the  curiofity  of  thofe 
officers,  who  began  to  aflc  me  a  thou- 
fand  queftions,  with  affurances  that 
their  king  was  a  generous  prince, 
and  that  I  fhould  receive  all  comfort 
in  his  court. 

'  The  king,  impatient  to  know  who 
I  was,  grew  weary  of  expecting  the 
return  of  his  officers,  and  drew  near 
to  me.  He  gazed  on  me  very  ear- 
neftly;  and  obferving  that  I  did  not 
give  over  weeping  and  afflicting  my- 
ieif,  without  being  able  to  return  any 
anfwer  to  their  queftions,  he  forbid 
them  troubling  me  any  more  ;  and, 
direclinghisdifcourfe  to  me — "Ma- 
dam," fair!  he,  "  I  cosijtsre  you  to 
moderate  your  excefiive  affliction. 
Though  Heaven,  in  it's  wrath,  has 
laid  this  calamity  upon  you,  yet  does 
it  not  behove  you  to  defpair.  I  be- 
feech  you,  mew  more  courage ;  For- 
tune, which  has  hitherto  perfecuted 
you,  is  inconftant,  and  may  foon 
change.  I  do  affure  you,  that,  if 
your  misfortunes  are  capable  of  re- 
ceiving any  comfort,  you  ftiall  find 
it  in  my  dominions.  My  palace  is 
at  your  fervice.  You  fhall  live  with 
the  queen  my  mother,  who  will  en- 
deavour, by  her  kindnefs,  to  eafe 
your  affliction.  I  know  not  as  yet 
who  you  are  ;  but  I  find  I  am  al- 
re?dy  concerned  for  you.1' 


*  I  thanked  the  young  king  for  hi$ 
great  goodnefs  towards  me,  accepted 
of  the  obliging  offers  he  made  me, 
and,  to  convince  him  that  I  was  not 
unworthy  of  them,  told  him  my  con- 
dition.    I  defcribed  to  him  the  info- 
lence  of  the   young  Saracen  ;    and 
found  it  needlefs  to  do   any  more 
than  barely  to  recount  my  misfor- 
tunes, to  excite  companion  in  him 

and  all  his  officers  who  heard  me. 
When  I  had  done  fpeaking,  the 
prince  began  again,  affuring  me  that 
he  was  highly  concerned  at  my  mif- 
fortune.  Then  he  conducted  me  to 
his  palace,  and  prefenied  me  to  the 
queen  his  mother;  to  whom  I  was 
obliged  to  repeat  my  misfortunes, 
and  to  renew  my  tears.  The 
feemed  very  fenubie  of  r;;y  trou'bks, 
and  took  an  extraordinary  liking  to 
me.  On  the  other  hand,  the  king 
her  fon  fell  defperately  in  love  with 
me,  and  foon  offered  rne  his  perfon 
and  his  crown.  I  was  ftill  fo  en- 
tirely taken  up  with  the  thoughts  of 
my  calamities,  that  the  prince,  though 
fo  lovely  a  perfon,  did  not  make  fo 
great  an  impreffion  on  me  as  he  might 
have  done  at  another  time.  However, 
gratitude  prevailing  on  me,  I  did  not 
refufe  to  make  him  happy;  and  our 
wedding  was  kept  with  all  imagin- 
able grandeur. 

*  At  .the  time  when  all  the  people 
were  taken  up  with  the  celebration  of 
their  fovereign's  nuptials,  a  neigh- 
bouring prince,  who  was  his  enemy, 
made  a  defcent  by  night  on  the  illand 
with  a  great  number  of  troops.  That 
formidable  enemy  was  the  King  of 
Zanguebar:  he  furprized  thofe  peo- 
ple, and  cut  to  pieces  all  the  king  my 
hufband's  fubjects.  We  two  efcapcd 
very  narrowly,    for  he  had  already 
entered  the  palace  with  fome  of  his 
followers  ;  but  we  found  means  to 
flip  away,  and  get  to  the  fea-coaft, 
where  we  took  to  a  fi(hing-boat  we 
had  the  good  fortune  to  meet  with. 
Two  days  we  drove  about   by  the 
winds  without  knowing  what  would 
become  of  us:  the  third  day  we  ef- 
pied  a  veifel  making  towards  us  with 
all  her  fails  abroad.     We  rejoiced  at 
firftjbelievingithad  been  amerchant- 
fhip,  which  might  take  us  on  board  ; 
but  were  more  aftonifhed  than  I  can 
exprefs,  when,  as  it  drew  near,  we 

•  (aw 
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faw  ten  or  twelve  armed  pirates  ap- 
pear on  the  deck.  Being  come  up  to 
us,  five  or  fix  of  them  leaped  into  our 
boat,  feized  as,  bound  the  prince, 
and  conveyed  us  into  their  (hip, 
where  they  immediately  took  off  my 
veil.  My  youth  and  features  touched 
them,  and  they  all  declared  they  were 
charmed  at  the  fight  of  ine.  Inftead 
of  calling  lots,  every  one  of  them 
claimed  the  preference,  and  me  as  his 
right.  The  controverfy  grew  hot, 
and  they  came  to  blows  about  me, 
and  fought  like  fo  many  madmen. 
The  deck  was  foon  covered  with  dead 
bodies;  and,  in  (hort,  they  were  all 
killed  but  one ;  who,  being  left  fole 
poflcflor  of  me,  faid  — ««  You  are 
mine.  I  will  carry  you  to  Grand 
Cairo,  to  deliver  you  to  a  friend  of 
mine,  to  whom  I  have  promifed  a 
beautiful  (lave.  But  who,"  added 
he,  looking  upon  the  king  my  h,uf- 
band,  "  is  that  man  ?  What  relation 
has  he  to  you?  Are  you  allied  by 
blood  or  love  ?" — "  Sir,"  anfwered 
I,  "  he  is  my  hufband." — "  If  fo," 
replied  the  pirate,  "  in  pity  I  mud 
rid  myfelf  of  him  :  it  would  be  too 
great  an  affliction  to  him  to  fee  you 
in  my  friend's  arms."  Having 
fpoken  thefe  words,  he  took  up  the 
unhappy  prince,  who  was  bound,  and 
threw  him  into  the  fea,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  my  endeavours  to  hinder 
him. 

c  I  fhrieksd  in  a  dreadful  manner  at 
the  fight  of  that  cruel  a<5lion,  and  had 
certainly  caft  myfelf  headlong  into 
the  fea,  had  not  the  pirate  held  me. 
He  plainly  faw  that  was  my  defign, 
and  therefore  bound  me  fad  to  the 
main-mail;  and  then  hoifting  fail, 
made  towards  the  land,  and  there  got 
on  fhore.  He  unbound  and  led  me 
to  a  little  town,  where  he  bought  ca- 
mels, tents,  and  (laves,  and  then  let 
out  for  Grand  Cairo  j  defigning,  as 
he  (till  faid,  to  prefent  me  to  his 
friend,  according  to  his  promife. 
*  We  had  been  feveral  days  upon 
the  road,  when,  as  we  were  crofting 
this  plain  yefterday,  we  efpied  the 
black  who  inhabited  this  caftle.  At 
a  diitance  we  took  him  for  a  tower; 
and,  when  near  us,  could  fcarce  be- 
lieve him  to  be  a  man.  He  drew  his 
vaft  fcymetar,  and  (ummoned  the  pi- 
rate to  yield  himfelf  up  a  prifoner, 


with  all  his   (laves,  and  the  lady  he 
was  conducing.      The   pirate   was 
daring  j  and,  being  feccnded  by  all 
his  flaves,  who  promifed  to  (land  by 
him,  he.  attacked  the   black.     The 
fight  lafted  a  cohfi Jerable  time  ;  but 
at  length  the   pirate  fell  under  his 
enemy's  deadly  blows,  as  did  all  his 
flaves,  who  chofe  rather  to  die  than 
to   foifake  him.      The   black    then 
conducted  me  to  the  caftle,  whither 
he  alfo  brorght  the  pirate's  body, 
which  he  eat  that  night  for  fupper. 
After  that  inhuman  meal,  perceiving 
that  I  ceafed  not  weeping,   he  faid  to 
me — "  Young  lady,  prepare  to  fa- 
tisfy  my  defires,    rather  than  con- 
tinue thus  to  afflict  yourftlf.  Make 
a  virtue  of  neceffity,  and  comply.  I 
give  you  till  to-morrow  toconfider. 
Let   me    then    find  you  comforted 
for  all  your  misfortunes,  and  over- 
joyed for  having  been  reierved  for 
my   bed."      Having   fpoken    thefe 
words,  he  conducted  me  to  a  cham- 
ber,   and   went   to-bed  in   his  own, 
after  locking  up  all  the  caftle  doors. 
He  opened  them  this  morning,  and 
prefently  locked  them  again,  to  pur- 
fue  fome  travellers  he  perceived  at  a 
diftance;  but  it  is  likely  they  made 
their   efcaae,   fince  he   was   corning 
alone,  and  without  any  booty,  when 
you  attacked  him.' 
As  foon  as  the  princefs  had  put  an 
end  to  the  recital  of  her  adventures,  Co- 
dadad  declared  to  her  that  he  was  highly 
concerned  at  her  misfortunes.     '  But, 
Madam,'  added  he,  *  it  (hall  be  your 
own  fault  if  you  do  not  live  at  eafe 
for  the  future.     The  King  of  Har- 
ran's  fons  offer  you  a  fi<fe  retreat  in 
the  court  of  the  king  their  father:  be 
pleafed  to  accept  of  it  j    you  will  be 
there  cherime-.l  by  that  prince,  and 
refpected  by  all  perfons.  And,  if  you 
do  notdifdain  the  perfon  of  your  de- 
liverer, permit  me  to  make  you  a  pre- 
fent of  it,  and  to  marry  you   before 
all  thefe  princes ;  let  them  be  witnefles 
to  our  contract." 

The  princefs  confented  to  itj  and  the 
marriage  was  concluded  that  very  day 
in  the  caftle,  where  they  found  all  forts 
of  provifions.  The  kitchens  were  full 
of  fle(h  and  other  eatables,  which  the 
black  ufed  to  feed  on,  when  he  was 
weary  of  feeding  on  human  bodies: 
there  was  alfo  variety  of  fruits,  very 
excellent 
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excellent  in  their  kinds  ;  and,  to  com- 
pleat  their  fatisfaftion,  abundance  of 
delicious  wine,  ami  other  liquors. 

They  all  fat  down  to  table;  and, 
after  having  eaten  and  drank  plenti- 
fully, they  took  along  with  them  the 
reft  of  the  provifions,  and  let  out  for 
the  King  of  Harrarf  s  court.  They  tra- 
velled feveral  days,  encamping  in  the 
pleafanteft  places  they  could  find  j  and 
they  were  within  one  dav"s  journey  of 
Harran,  when,  having  hahed  and  drank 
all  their  wine,  as  being  under  no  longer 
concern  to  make  it  hold  out,  Codadad, 
directing  his  difcourfe  to  all  his  com- 
pany— '"Princes,'  faid  he,  «  I  have  too 

long  concealed  from  you  who  I  am. 

Behyld   your   brother    Codadad !    I 

have  received  my  being,   as  well  as 

you,   of  the  King  of  Hairun;    the 

Prince  of  Samaria  has  bred  me,  and 

the  PrincefsPirouze  is  my  mother.— 

Madam,'  added  he,  add)  effing  him- 
elf  to  the  Princefs  of  Deryabar,  *  do 

you  alfo  forgive  me  for  having  con- 
cealed my  birlh  from  you.  Perhaps, 

by  discovering  itfooner,  I  might  have 

prevented  feme  difagreeable  reflec- 
tions which  may  have  been  occafioned 


by  a  match  you  may  have  thought 
unequal.' — '  No,  Sir/  anfwered  the 
>rincefs;  '  the  opinion  I  at  firlr.  con- 
ceived of  you  heightened  every  mo- 
ment; and  you  did  not  (land  in  need 
of  the  extraction  you  now  difcover  to 
make  me  happy.' 

The  princes  congratulated  Codadad 
on  his  birth,  and  exprefled  much  fatis- 
faclion  at  the  knowledge  of  it :   but,  in 
reality,  inftead  of  rejoicing,  their  hatred 
for  fo  amiable  a  brother  was  redoubled. 
They  met  together  at  night  in  a  bye- 
place,  whilil'Codadad  and  the  princefs 
his  wife  lay  fait  afleep  in   their   tent. 
Thofe  ungrateful,    envious   brothers, 
forgetting  that,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
brave  fon  of  Pirouze,  they  rnuft  have 
been  devoured  by   the.  black,  agreed 
among  themfelves  to  murder  him.  «  We 
«  have  no  other  courfe  to  chufe,'  faid 
one  of  thofe  wicked  brethren  j  «  for  the 
moment  our  father  (hall  come  to  un- 
derftand  that  this  ftranger,  whom  he 
is  already  fo  fond  of,  is  our  brother, 
and  that  he  alone  has  been  able  to 
deftroy  a  giant,  whom  we  could  not 
all  of  us  together  conquer,  he  will 
beftow  all  his  favour  and  a  thoufand 
praifes  on  him,  and  declare  him  his 
heir,  in  fpiteof  all  his  brothers,  who 


*  wiil  be  obliged  to  obey  and  fall  down 

*  before  him.'  Befides  thofe,  he  added 
many  other  words,  which  made  fuch 
an  imprcftion  on   their  jealous  minds, 
that  they  immediately  repaired  to  Co- 
dadad, then  faft  afleep,  (tabbed  him  in. 
a  thoufand   places,  and,    leaving  him 
for  dead  i»  the  arms  of  the  Princefs  of 
Deryabar,   proceeded  on  their  journey 
for  the  city  of  Harran,   where  they  ar- 
rived the  nexr  day. 

The  king  their  father  conceived  the 
greater  joy  at  their  return,  becaufe  he 
had  defpaired  of  ever  feeing' them  sgain. 
He  aiked  what  had  been  the  occafion  of 
their  ft:y  :  but  they  took  care  not  to 
acquaint  him  with  it,  making  no  men- 
tion either  of  the  black  or  of , Codadad} 
and  only  faid,  that,  being  curious  to 
fee  the  country,  they  had  fpent  fome 
time  in  the  neighbouring  cities. 

In  the  mean  time.  Codadad  lay  in  his 
tent  drowned  in  his  own  blood,  and 
little  differing  from  a  dead  man,  with 
the  princefs  his  wife,  who  feemed  to  be 
in  not  much  better  condition  than  he. 
She  rent  the  air  with  herdifmal  (hrieks, 
tore  her  hair,  and,  bathing  her  huf- 
band's  body  with  her  tears — «  Alas! 
'  Codadad,  my  dear  Codadad  !'  cried 
(he,  '  is  it  you  whom  I  behold  juft  de- 
parting this  life  ?  What  cruel  hands 
have  put  you  into  this  condition  ? 
May  I  believe  thefe  are  your  brothers 
who  have  treated  you  fo  unmerci- 
fully ?  No!  they  are  rather  devijs, 
who  have  taken  thofe  fliapes  to  mur- 
der you. — O  barbarous  wretches  ! 
whofoever  you  are,  how  could  you 
make  fo  ungrateful  a  return  for  the 
fervice  he  has  done  you  ? — But  why 
fhould  I  complain  of  your  brothers, 
unfortunate  Cc  ladad  1  I  alone  am 
to  blame  for  your  death.  You  would 
tack  your  fate  to  mine,  and  all  the 
ill  fortune  that  attends  me,  fince  I 
left  my  father's  palace,  has  fallen 
upon  you. — O  Heaven!  which  has 
condemned  me  to  lead  a  wandering 
life,  and  full  of  calamities,  if  you 
will  not  permit  me  to  have  a  confort, 
wby  do  you  permit  me  to  find  any  ? 
Ben  -Id,  you  have  now  robbed  me  of 
two,  juft  as  I  began  to  be  endeared 
to  them  !' 

By  thefe,  and  other  moving  expref- 
fions,  the  unhappy  Princefs  of  Derya- 
bar vented  her  forrow,  fixing  her  eyes 
on  the  deplorable  Codadad,  who  could 
not  hear  her :  but  he  was  not  dead; 

and 
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and  his  confort,  obferving  that  he  ftill 
breathed,  ran  to  a  large  open  town  (he 
e'fpied  on  the  plain,  to  enquire  for  a  fur- 
geon. She  was  fhewed  one,  who  went 
immediately  with  her;  but  when  they 
came  to  the  tent,  they  could  not  find 
Codadad.  which  made  them  conclude 
that  he  h  .  been  dragged  away  by  fome 
wild-bealt,and  devoured.  The  princefs 
renewed  her  complaints  and  lamenta- 
tions in  a  nfoft  difmal  manner.  The 
furgeon  took  companion  ;  and,  being 
unwilling to'leave  her  in  that  miferable 
condition,  propofed  to  her  to  return  to 
the  town,  offering  her  his  houfe  and 
fervice. 

She  iuffered  herfelf  to  be  prevailed 
on.  The  furgeon  conducted  her  to  his 
lioufe;  and  without  knowing,  as  yet, 
who  the  was,  treated  her  with  all  ima- 
ginable courtefy  and  refpe£l.  He  ufed 
all  his  rhetonck  to  comfort  herj  but  it 
was  in  vain  to  think  of  removing  her 
forrow,  which  was  rather  heightened 
than  diminished.  '  Madam,'  laid  he 
to  her  one  day,  '  be  pleafed  to  recount 
to  me  your  misfortunes  ;  tell  me  your 
country  and  your  condition.  Perhaps 
I  may  give  you  fome  advice,  when  I 
am  acquainted  with  all  the  circ'um- 
ftances  of  your  calamity.  You  do 
nothing  but  afflict  yourfelf,  without 
confidering  that  remedies  may  be 
found  for  the  moft  defperate  dif- 
eafes.' 

The  furgeoji's  words  were  fo  effica- 
cious, that  they  wrought  on  the  prin- 
cefs, who  recounted  to  him  all  her  ad- 
ventures ;  and  when  (he  had  done,  the 
furgeon  directed  his  difcourfe  to  her. 
'  Madam,'  faid  he,  *  fmce  this  is  the 
'  pofture  of  your  affairs,  give  me  leave 
'  to  tell  you,  that  you  ought  not  thus  to 
'  give  way  to  your  forrow  5  you  ought 
'  rather  to  arm  yourfelf  with  refolu- 
'  tion,  and  to  perform  what  the  name 

*  and  the  duty  of  a  wife  require  of 
'  you.     You   are  obliged  to    revenge 
'  your  hufband.     If  you  pleafe,  I  will 

*  wait  on  you  as  your  fquire.    Let  us 

*  go  to  the  King  of  Harran's  court  5 
'  he  is  a  good  and  juft  prince.     You 
'  need  only  reprefent  to  him,  in  a  lively 
'  manner,    how  Prince   Codadad   has 

*  been  treated  by  his  brothers.     I  am 
'  fully  perfuaded  that  he  will  do  you 
'  juftice.' — «  I  fubmit  to  your  reafons,' 
anfwered  the  princefs  :   '  it  is  my  duty 
'  to  endeavour  to  revenge  Codadad  j 

*  and,  fmce  you  are  fo  obliging  and  fo 


'  generous  as  to  offer  to  bear  me  com- 
1  pany,  I  am  ready  to  fet  out.*  No 
fooner  had  me  fixed  this  refolution,  than, 
the  furgeon  ordered  two  camels  to  be 
made  ready,  on  which  the  princefs  and 
he  mounted,  and  repaired  toHarran. 

"They  alighted  at  the  firftcaravanfera 
they  found  j   and  enquiring  of  the  ho(l 
what  news  at  court — *   It  is,'  (aid  he, 
rn  very  great  confufion.     The  king 
had  a  ion,  who  lived  a  long  time  with 
him  as  a  (Irarvger,  and  none  can  tell 
what  is  become  of  that  young  prince. 
One  of  the  king's  wives,  called  Pi- 
rouze,  his  mother,  has  made  all  pof- 
fihle  enquiry,  but  to  no  purpofe.  All 
men  are  concerned  at  the  lofs  of  that 
prince,  becaufe  he  was  very  deferv- 
ing.     The  king  has  forty-nine  other 
fons,  all  of  them  born  of  feveral  mo- 
thers ;  but  not  one  of  them  has  worth 
enough  to  comfort  the  king;  for  the 
death  of  Codadad  :    I  fay  his-  death, 
becaufe  it  is  impoflible  he  mould  be 
ftill   alive,   fince  no  news  has  been, 
heard  of  him,  notwithftandingfo  much 
fearch  has  been  made  after  him.' 
The  furgeon,  rftving  heard  this  ac- 
count from  the  hoft,  concluded  that  the 
belt  courfe  the  Princefs  of  Deryabar 
could  take,  was  to  wait  upon  Pirouze: 
but  that  method  was  not  without  fome 
danger,  and  required  much  precaution; 
for  it  was  to  be  feared,  that  if  the  King 
of  Harran's  fons  ihould  happen  to  hear 
of  the  arrival  of  their  fitter- in-law,  anot 
her  defign,  they  might  caufe  her  to  be 
conveyed  away  before  (he  could  fpealc 
to  Codadad's   mother.      The  furgeon 
•weighed  all  thefe  particulars,  and  con- 
fidered  what  rifque  he  might  run  him- 
felf ;  and  therefore,  that  he  might  ma- 
nage the  affair  with  djfcretion,  he  de- 
fired  the   princefs  to  (lay  in  the  cara- 
vanfera,  whilft  he  went  to  the  palace, 
to    obferve  what  might  be  the   fafeft 
way  to  conduct  her  to  Pirouze. 

He  went  accordingly  into  the  city ; 
and  was  walking  towards  the  palace, 
like  one  led  only  by  curiofity  to  fee  the 
court,  when  he  efpied  a  lady  mounted 
on  a  mule  richly  accoutered  :  (he  was 
followed  by  feveral  ladies  mounted  on 
mules,  whh  a  great  number  of  guards 
and  black  (laves.  All  the  people  made 
a  lane  tojee  her  pafs  along,  and  falut- 
ed  her,  predicating  themfelves  on  the 
ground.  The  furgeon  paid  her  the  fame 
refpeclj  and  then  aiked  a  calendar  who 
happened  to  be  (landing  by,  whether 
3  L  that 
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that  lady  was  one  of  the  king's  wives. 
Yes,  brother,'  anfwered  the  calendar; 
fhe  is  one  of  the  king's  wives,  and 
the  moft  honoured  and  beloved  by 
the  people,  becaufe  flie  is  mother  to 
Prince  Codadad,  of  whom,  I  fuppofe, 
you  have  heard/ 

The  furgeon  afked  no  more  quef- 
tions;  but  followed  Pirouze  to  a  mofque 
into  which  fhe  went  to  diftribute  alms, 
and  affirt  at  the  publick  prayers  which 
the  king  had  ordered  to  be  made  for 
the  fafe  return  of  Codadad.  The  peo- 
ple, who  were  highly  concerned  for 
that  young  prince,  ran  in  crowds  to 
join  their  vows  to  the  prayers  of  the 

Jriefts,  fo  that  the  mofque  was  quite 
nil.    The  furgeon  broke  through  the 
throng,  and  advanced  as  far  as  Pirouze's 
guards.  He  (laid  out  the  prayers;  and, 
'•when  that  princefs  went  out,  he  ftepped 
'up  to  one  of  her  (laves,  and  whifpered 
him  in  the  ear,  faying — *  Brother,  I 
have  a  fecret  of  moment  to  impart  to 
the  Princefs  Pirouze  j  may  not  I,  by 
your  means,    be   brought  into    her 
apartment?'  — '  If  that  fecret,*  an- 
wered  the  (lave,  '  be  relating  to  Prince 
Codadad,    I  dare  promife  that  you 
mall  have  audience  of  her  this  very 
day;  but  if  it  concerns  not  him,  it 
is  needlefs  for  you  to  endeavour  to 
be  introduced  to  her,  for  her  thoughts 
are  all  upon  her  fon,  and  fhe  will  not 
hear  talk  of  any  other  fubjeft." — *  It 
is  only  about  that  dear  fon,'  replied 
he  furgeon,    '  that  I  would  difcourfe 
her.'—*  If  fo,'  faid  the  flave,  «  you 
need  only  follow  us  to  the  palace,  and 
you  (hall  foon  fpeak  to  her/ 
Accordingly,  as  foon  as  Pirouze  was 
returned  to  her  apartment,  the  /lave 
acquainted  her  that  a  perfon  unknown 
had  fome  important  affair  to  communi- 
cate to  her,  and  that  it  related  to  Prince 
Codadad.     No  fooner  had  he  uttered 
thefe  words,  than  Pirouze  expreffed  her 
impatience  to  fee  that  ftranger.     The 
Have  immediately  conduced  him  into 
the  princefs's  clofet,  who  ordered  all 
her  women  to  withdraw,  except  two, 
from  whom  (lie  concealed  nothing.  As 
foon  as  (he  faw  the  furgeon,  fhe  afked 
him  abruptly  what  news  he  had  to  tell 
her  of  Codadad.    «  Madam,'  anfwered 
the   furgeon,    after   having  proftrared 
himfelf  on  the  ground,  *  I  have  a  long 
'  account  to  give  you,  and  fuch  as  will 
*  be  very  furprizing.'     Then  he  told 
•her  all  the  particulars  of  what  had 


parted  between  Codadad  and  his  bro- 
thers,   which   fhe  liftened  to  with  art 
eager  attention  :  but  when  he  came  to 
fpeak  of  the  murder,  that  tender  mo- 
ther fwooned  away  on  her  fofa,  as  if  (he 
had  been  herfelf  (tabbed  like  her  fon. 
Her  two  women   ufed  proper  means, 
anJ  foon  brought  her  to  herfelf.    The 
furgeon    continued   his   relation ;   and 
when  he  had  ended  it,  Pirouze  faid  to 
him — '  Go  back  to  the  Princefs  Derya. 
bar,  and  affure  her  from  me  that  the 
king  mall  foon  own  her  for  h rs, daugh- 
ter-in-law j  and  as  for  yourfelf,  be 
allured  that  your  fervice  (hall  be  well 
rewarded.' 

When  the  furgeon  was  gone,  Pirouze 
remained  on  the  fofa  in  fuch  a  (late  of 
affliction  as  is  not  eafy  to  imagine;  and, 
relenting  at  the  thoughts  of  Codadad— 

0  my  fon  !'  faid  fhe,  «  I  muft  never, 
then,  expe£t  to  fee  you  more!   Alas! 
when  1  gave  you  leave  to  depart  from 
Samaria,  and  you  took  leave  of  me, 

1  did  not  imagine  thas  fo  unfortunate 
a  death  awaited  you  at  fuch  a  dif- 
tance  from  me  J    Unfortunate  Coda- 
dad  !  why  did  you  leave  me?    It  is 
true,  you  would  not  have  acquired 
fo  much  renown,  but  you  had  been 
alive,  and  had  not  coft  your  mother 
fo  many  tears!'    While  fhe  uttered 

thefe  words,  (he  wept  bitterly;  and  her 
two  confidantes,  moved  by  her  forrow, 
mixed  their  tears  with  hers. 

Whilft  they  were  all  three  vying  in 
affliction,  the  king  came  into  the  clofet; 
and  feeing  them  in  that  condition,  afked 
Pirouze  whether  (he  had  received  any 
bad  news  concerning  Codadad.  '  A- 
las,  Sir!'  faid  fhe,  <  all  is  over!  My 
fon  has  loft  his  life;  and,  to  add  to 
my  forrow,  I  cannot  pay  him  the 
funeral- rites  ;  for,  in  all  appearance, 
the  wild  beafts  have  devoured  him  !' 
Then  fhe  told  him  all  that  fhe  had  heard 
from  the  furgeon  ;  and  did  not  fail  to 
exprefs  herfelf  fully  at  the  inhuman" 
manner  in  which  Codadad  had  been 
murdered  by  his  brothers. 

The  king  did  not  give  Pirouze  time 
to  finifh  her  relation  ;  but,  being  tran- 
fported  with  anger,  and  giving  way  to 
his  paffion — *  Madam,'  laid  he  to  the 
princefs,  '  thofe  perfidious  wretches, 
who  caufe  you  to  fhed  thefe  tears, 
and  are  the  occafion  of  the  mortal 
grief  which  opprefles  their  father, 
(hall  foon  feel  the  punifhment  due  to 
their  guilt!'  The  king  having  fpoke 
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tliefe  words,  with  indignation  appear- 
IITT  in 'his  countenance,  went  directly 
to  the  .prefence- chamber,  where  all  his 
courtiers  attended,  and  fuch  of  the  peo- 
ple as  had  any  petitions  to  prefent  to 
him.  They  were  all  aftonifhed  to  fee 
him  in  that  paflion,  and  thought  his 
anger  had  been  kindled  againft  his 
people. 

Their  hearts  failed  them  for  fear. 
He  afcended  the  throne  j  and,  caufing 
his  grand  vissier  to  draw  near — '  Ha- 
fan,'  faid  he,  *  I  have  fome  orders  for 
you.  Go  immediately,  take  a  thou- 
fand  of  my  guards,  and  feize  ali  the 
princes  my  Ions  ;  (hut  them  up  in  the 
tower  appointed  for  a  prifon  for  mur- 
derers; and  let  this  be  done  in  a  mo- 
ment.'  All  who  were  prefent  quak- 
ed at  the  hearing  of  this  furprizing 
command  ;  and  the  grand  vizier,  with- 
out anfweting  one  word,  laid  his  hand 
en  his  head,  to  exprefs  his  obedience ; 
and  went  out  of  the  prefence-chamber 
to  execute  his  orders,  which  were  very 
fin-prizing  to  him.  In  the  mean  time, the 
king  di  (miffed  thofe  who  attended  to 
defire  audience,  and  declared  he  would 
not  difpatch  any  bufmefs  for  a  month 
to  come.  He  was  fti'l'i  in  the  prefence- 
chamber  when  the  vizier  returned. 
'  Are  all  my  fons,'  faid  that  prince, 
*  in  the  tower?' — '  They  are,  Sir,'  an- 
fwered  the  vizier;  '  I  have  obeyed  your 
'  orders/ — *  This  is  not  all,'  replied 
the  king;  '  I  ha/ve  farther  commands 
«  for  you.'  And  fo  faying,  went  out 
of  the  pretence-chamber,  and  returned 
to  Pirouze's  apartment,  with  the  vizier 
following  him.  He  afked  that  princefs 
where  Codadad's  widow  had  taken  up 
her  lodging.  Pirouze's  women  told 
him  ;  for  the  furgeon  had  not  forgot 
that  in  his  relation.  Then  the  king, 
turning  to  his  minifter — '  Go,'  faid  he, 
«  to  that  caravanfera,  and  bring  a  young 
«  princefs  who  lodges  there;  but  treat 
«  her  with  all  the  refpect  due  to  her 
'  quality.* 

The  vizier  was  not  backward  in  per- 
forming what  he  was  ordered.  He 
mounted  on  horfeback  with  all  the 
emirs  and  courtiers,  and  repaired  to  the 
caravanfera  where  the  Princefs  Derya- 
bar  was,  whom  he  acquainted  with  his 
orders,  and  prefented  her,  from  the 
king,  a  fine  white  mule,  whofe  faddle 
and  bridle  were  adorned  with  gold, 
rubies,  and  diamonds.  She  mounted 
k,  anJ  weot  to  the  palace,  attended  by 


all  thofe  great  men.  The  furgeon  bore 
her  company,  mounted  on  a  fprightly 
Tartar  hoi  fe, which  the  vizier  had  pro- 
vided for  him.  All  the  people  were  at 
their  windows,  or  in  the  ftreets,  to  fee 
that  noble  cavalcade  j  and  it  being 
given  out  that  the  princefs  whom  they 
conducted  in  fuch  a  ftate  to  court,  was 
Codadad's  wife,  the  city  refounded 
with  acclamations,  the  air  rung  with 
fhouts  of  joy,  which  would  certainly 
have  been  turned  into  lamentations, 
had  that  prince's  fatal  adventure  been 
known  j  fo  much  was  he  beloved  by  all 
men. 

The  Princefs  Deryabar  found  the 
king  at  the  palace-gate,  waiting  to  re* 
ceive  her  :  he  took  her  by  the  hand,  and 
led  her  to  Pirouze's  apartment,  where 
a  very  moving  fcene  was  acted  among 
them.  Codadad's  wife  found  her  af- 
fliction redouble  upon  her  at  the  fight 
of  her  hufband's  father  and  mother; 
as,  on  the  other  fide,  thofe  parents 
could  not  look  on  their  fon's  wife  with- 
out being  much  concerned.  She  caft 
herfelf  at  the  king's  feet ;  and,  having 
bathed  them  with  tears,  was  fo  over- 
come with  grief,  that  (he  was  not  able 
to  fpeak  one  word.  Pirouze  was  in  no 
better  condition  ;  (he  leemed  to  be 
ftunned  with  her  forrows  :  and  the 
king,  moved  by  thofe  difmal  objects, 
gave  way  to  his  paflion.  Thofe  three 
perfons,  mixing  their  tears  and  fighs, 
for  fome  time  obferved  a  filence  which 
appeared  extraordinarily  moving  and 
pitiful.  At  length,  the  Princefs  Derya- 
bar, being  lomewhat  recovered,  re- 
counted the  adventure  of  the  caftle.  and 
Codadad's  difaller.  Then  (he  required 
jullice  for  the  treachery  of  the  princes. 
Yes,  Madam,'  faid  the  king  to  her, 
thole  ungrateful  wretches  (hall  peri(h ; 
but  Codadad's  death  muft  be  firft 
made  publick,  that  the  punifhment  of 
his  brothers  may  not  caufe  my  fub- 
jects  to  rebel :  and,  though  we  have 
not  my  Ion's  body,  we  will  not  omit 
paying  him  the  laft  duties.'  This 
faid,  he  directed  his  difcourfe  to  the 
vizier,  and  ordered  him  to  build  a 
dome  of  white  marble,  in  a  delightful 
plain,  in  the  midit  of  which  the  city  of 
Harran  ftands  :  then  he  appointed  the 
Princefs  Deryabar  a  fine  apartment  in 
his  palace,  acknowledging  her  for  his 
daughter-in-law. 

Hafan  cauied  the  work  to  be  carried 
on  with  fuch  diligence,  and  employed 
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fo  many  workmen,  that  the  dome  was 
foon  finifhed.  Within  it  was  erected 
a  monument,  and  on  it  was  placed  a 
figure  ieprefenting  Codadad.  As  foon 
as  all  was  perfecUd,  the  king  ordered 
prayers  to  be  faid,  and  appointed  a  day 
for  theobfequies  of  his  ion. 

On  that  day,  all  the  inhabitants  of 
the  city  went  out  upon  the  plain  to  fee 
that  ceremony  performed;  which  was 
after  this  manner.  The  king,  attended 
by  his  vizier,  and  the  prime  perfons  of 
the  court  proceeded  towards  the  dome; 
and,  being  come  to  it,  went  irr,  and  iat 
down  with  them  on  the  carpets  laid  on 
the  ground,  made  of  black  fattin  with 
gold  flowers.  A  great  body  of  hoi  fe- 
guards,  hanging  their  heads,  and  look- 
ing down,  drew  up  clofe  about  the 
dome,  and  marched  rovmd  it  t  :ce, 
obferving  a  profound  fibnce;  but  at 
the  third  round  they  halted  before  the 
door,  and  all  of  them,  with  loud  voices, 
pronounced  theft  words  :  *  O  prince, 
«  fon  to  the  king,  could  we  by  dint  of 
fword,  and  human  valour,  any  way 
reirieve  your  misfortune,  we  would 
bring  you  back  to  life  !  But  the  King 
of  kings  has  commanded,  and  the 
angel  of  death  has  obeyed  !'  Having 
uttered  thefe  woitis,  they  drew  off,  to 
make  way  for  an  hundred  old  men,  all 
of  them  mounted  on  black  mules,  and 
wearing  loot;  grey  beards. 

Thei'e  were  anchorites,  who  lived  all 
their  days  concealed  in  caves.  They 
rever  appeared  in  the  fight  of  the  world, 
hi;,  when  they  were  to  alTirt'at  the  ob- 
fequies  of  the  King  of  Harran,  and  of 
the  prinrts  of  his  family.  Each  of 
thtfe  venerable  perfons  canied  a  book 
on  his  head,  which  he,  held  with  one 
hand.  They  took,  three  turns  round  the 
dome  without  uttering  one  word;  then 
ft,;,  i  ing  before  the  door,  one  of  them 
fai  j — '  O  prince,  what  can  we  do  for 
you  ?  If  you  could  be  reftored  to  life 
by  praytjs,  or  learning,  we  would 
rub  our  grey  beards  at  thy  feet,  and 
recae  fpp*y«  rs  :  but  the  King  of  the 
univme  has  taken  you  away  for 
ever !' 

Th;s  'aid,  the  old  men  removed  at  a 
dilt  ui.t  t"iom  the  dome,  and  immedi- 
ate^ fit?-.  young  beautiful  maid$  drew 
re.u:  to  it :  each  of  t:.,  r-.ted 

on  a  littlt  wh'te  nuriej  they  wore  no 
veils,  ard  tanii'.u  j-:ci.-i  bafkets  full  qf 
all  forts  uf  pvetjous  Itones.  T'nus  they 
aiib  ioue  thrice  round  the  dome  j  and 


halting  at  the  fame  place  as  the  others 
had  done,  the  youngeft  of  them  fpoke 
inthem'meofai!  is  follows  •,  <O  prince, 
once  ,'o  beautiful,  what  relief  can  you 
expe&  from  us?  If  we  could  reltore 
you  TJ  life  by  our  charms,  we  would 
become  vcur  flaves  :    but  you  ;.'     no 
longer  ftaiible  ro  beauty,  and  have 
no  morf   >ccafion  for  us  !' 
When  the  young  maids  were  with- 
drawn, the  king  arm  h:s  courtiers  arofe  j 
and,  having  walked  thrice  rou'i.'i  the 
figure  repfffenting  Cod:  .lad,  the  king 
fpoke  as  follows  :     '  O  my  dear  fon, 

*  light  of  my  eyes,  I  have  then  loft  you 

*  for  ever  j '  Theft  words  were  attended 
with  fighs,  und  he  watered  the  tomb 
with  his  tears;    his  courtiers  weeping 
wita  him.     Then  the  gate  of  the  dome 
was  fhut,  and  all  the  people  returned 
to  the  city.     The  nexr  day  there  were 
pubiick   prayers   in   all  the  mofques  j 
and  the  fame  was  continued  for  eight 
days  fuccefliveiy.     On   the  ninth,  the 
king  refolved  to  caufe  the  princes  his 
fons  to  be  beheaded.     All  the  people, 
being  incenfed  at  their  cruelty  towards 
Codadad,  impatiently  expecled   to  fee 
them    executed.      The    fcaffolds  were 
erecting;    but  the  execution  was  re- 
fpited,  on  account  that,  on  a  fudden, 
news  was  brought  that  the  neighbour- 
ing  princes,  who  had  before  made  war 
on  the  King  of  Harran,  were  advancing 
w;th  more  numerous  forces  than  the 
fiift  time,  and  were  not  men  far  from 
the  city.    It  had  been  long  known  that 
they  were  preparing  for  war;    but  no 
great  notice  had  been  taken  of  it.  This 
advice  occafioned  a  general  conflerna- 
tion,  and  gave  new  caufe  to  lament  the 
lofs  of  Codadad,  by  reafon  that  prince 
i.ad   fignahzed  himfelf  in  the  former 
war  againft  thcfe  enemies.     <  Alas!' 
faid  they,    '  were  the  brave  Ccdadad 
'  alive,  we  fhould  little   value   thofe 
*  princes  who  are  coming  to  furprize 
(  us.'    The  king,  nothing  difmayed, 
raifed    men   with    all    pufTible    fpeed, 
formed  a  confiderable  army,  and,  be- 
ing too  brave  to  expect  the  enemy  to 
come  and  attack  him  within  his  walls, 
marched  out  tc  meet  them.    They,  on 
their  fide,  being  informed  by  their  ad- 
vanced parties  that  the  King  of  Harran 
was  marching  10  engage  them,  halted 
in  the  pbin,  and  formed  their  army. 

As  foon  as  the  king  difcovered  them, 
he  alfo  drew  up  his  forces,  and  ranged 
them  in  order  of  battle,  The  fignal. 

was 
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was  given,  and  he  attacked  them  with  «  of  our  enemies.  What  a  joy  will  it 
extraordinary  vigour.  Nor  was  the  op-  «  be  to  her  to  be  informed  that  my  vie- 
pofition  inferior.  Much  blood  was  *  tory  is  your  handy-work !'  — '  Sir,* 


fhed  on  both  fides,  and  the  victory  re- 
mained long  dubious  ;  bur  at  len-'th  it 
feemed  to  incline  to  the  King  of  Har- 
ran's  enemies,  who  being  more  nume- 
rous, were  about  hemming  him  in, 
when  a  good  body  of  horfe  appeared  on 
the  plain,  and  drew  near  the  two  armies 
in  good  order.  The  fight  of  the.frefh 
party  daunted  both  fides,  as  not  know- 
ing what  to  tftink  of  them  :  but  their 
doub.s  were  foon  cleared;  for  thofe 
horfemen  fell  upon  the  flank  of  the 
Kuigof  Harran's  enemies,  giving  fuch 
a  furious  ch»rge,  that  they  foon  broke 
and  put  them  to  the  rout ;  and  not  fo 
fatisfied,  they  purfued  them,  and  cut 
moft  of  them  in  pieces. 

The  King  of  Harran,  who  had  nicely 
obferved   all   the   action,  admired  the 
bravery  of  thofe  horlemen,  whofe  unex- 
pected arrival  had  given  victory  to  his 
fide.     But,  above  all,  he  was  charmed 
with  their  chief,   whom  he  had  leen 
fighting  with  a  more  than  ordinary  va- 
lour.    He  longed  to  know  the  name  of 
that  generous  hero.     Being  impatient 
to  fee  and  thank  him,  he  advanced  to- 
wards him,  but  perceived  he  was  com- 
ing to  prevent  him.     The  two  princes 
drew  near  ;  and  the  King  of  Harran 
finding  Codadad  in  that  brave  wairior, 
who  had   jult  then  fuccoured  him,  or 
rather   defeated  his   enemies,    became 
motionlefs  with  the  joy  and  furprize. 
Sir,1    laid  Codadad  to  him,    *  you 
have  fufficient  caufe  to  be  artonifhed, 
feeing  a  man  appear  on  a  hidden  be- 
fore your  niajefty,  whom,   perhaps, 
you  concluded  to  be  dead.     I  fhould 
have  been   fo,  had  not  Heaven  pre- 
ferved  me  ftill  agamll  your  enemies.1 
— «  O  my  fon !'  cried  the  king,  «  is  it 
poiTible  that  you  are  rettored  to  me  ? 
Al  ;s  !   I  defpaired  of  feeing  you  any 
more  !'     HaVing  fo  faid,  he  ftretched 
out  his  arms  to  the  young  prince,  who 
fiew  to  fuch  loving  embraces. 
•    '  I  know  all,  my  fon,'  faid  the  king 
again,  after  having  long  held  him  in  hjs 
arms;  '  I  know  what  return  my  fons 
have  made  you  for  the    fervice  you 
did  in    delivering  them  out   of  the 
hands  of  the  black.  But  you  fiiall  be 
rewarded  to-morrow.     Let  us  now 
goto  the  palace:   your  mother,  who 
has  wept  fufficiently  for  you,  expc6ls 
'  me;  to  rejoice  with  us  for  the  defeat 


faid  Codadad,  *  g've  me  leave   to  aflc 

*  you  how  you  could  come  to  know  the 

*  adventure  of  the  caftle?  Has  any  of 
'  my  brothers,   relenting,  owned  the 

*  thing  to  yo-.i  ?' — '  No/  anfwered  the 
king  :  «  the  Princefs  of  Deryabar  has 

*  given  vis  an  account  of  all  things; 
'  for  fhe  is  in  my  palace,   and  came 
'  thither  to  demand  juftice  againft  your 
'  brothers.'     Codadad  was  in  a  tran- 
fport  of  joy  to    understand   that   the 
princefs   his  wife   was   at   the   court. 

*  Let  us  go,  Sir!'  cried  he  to  his  father 
in  a  rapture ;  *  let  us  go  and  fee  my 

*  mother,  who  waits  for  us  !   I  have  an 

*  ardent  deiire  to  dry  up  her  tears,   as 
'  well  as  thofe  of  the  Princefs  of  De- 
'  ryabar/ 

The  king  immediately  returned  to 
the  city  with  his  army,  which  he  dif- 
miflfed,  entering  his  palace  victorious, 
amidft  the  acclamations  of  the  people, 
who  followed  him  in  crowds,  praying 
to  Heaven  to  prolong  his  life,  and  ex- 
tolling Codadad  to  the  ikies.  Thofe 
two  princes  found  Pirouze  and  her 
daughter-in-law  waiting  for  the  king, 
to  congratulate  him  :  but  there  is  no 
expreffing  the  tranfport  of  joy  they  felt 
when  they  faw  the  young  prince  come 
with  him;  they  diffolved  in  embraces, 
mixed  with  tears,  but  of  a  different  fort 
from  thole  thpy  had  before  died  for 
him.  When  thefe  four  perfons  had 
performed  all  that  the  ties  of  blood  and 
love  demanded  of  them,  the  queliion. 
was  alked  of  Pirouze's  fon,  by  what 
miracle  he  came  to  be  ftill  alive. 

He  anfwered,  that  a  peafant,  mount- 
ed on  a  mule,  happening  accidentally 
to  come  into  the  tent  where  he  lay 
fenfelefs,  and  perceiving  him  alone, 
and  (tabbed  in  feveral  places,  had  made 
him  faft  on  his.  mule,  and  carried  him 
to  his  houfe,  where  he  applied  to  his 
wounds  certain  herbs  chewed,  which 
had  recovered  him  in  a  few  days. 
«  When  I  found  myfelf  well,'  added 
he,  *  I  returned  thanks  to  the  peafant, 
and  gave  htm  all  the  diamonds  I  had. 
Then  I  drew  nesr  to  the  city  of  Har- 
ran ;  but,  being  informed  by  the 
way  that  fome  neighbouring  princes 
had  gathered  forces,  and  were  com- 
ing to  fall  upon  the  king's  fubjecls, 
I  made  myfelf  known  to  the  villagers, 
and  Itirred  up  thofe  people  to  Hand 
«  upon 
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c  upon  their  guard.  I  armed  a  good 
c  number  of  young  men;  and  heading 
€  them,  happened  to  come  in  at  that 

time  when  the  two  armies  were  en- 
'  gaged.' 

When  he  had  done  fpeaking,  the  king 
faid — <  Let  us  return  thanks  to  God 

*  for  having  preferved  Codadad  :  b.ut 
'  it  is  requifite  that  the  traitors,  who 
c  would   have  deftroyed   him,    mould 

*  perifh  this  day.'  — '  Sir/  anfwered 
the  gsnerous  fob  of  Pirouze,  '  though 
'  they  are  wicked  and  ungrateful,  con- 
'  fider  that  they  are  your  own  flefh  and 
r  blood.  They  are  my  brothers  ;  I  for- 

*  give  them  the  offence,  and  beg  par- 

*  don  of  you  for  them.'     This  gene- 
rofjty  drew  tears  from  the  king,  who 
eaufed  the  people  to  be  aflembled,  and 
declared  Codadad  his  heir.     Then  he 
ordered  the  princes  who  were  prifoners 
to  be  brought  loaded  with  irons.     Pi- 
rouze's  Ion  (truck  off  their  chains,  and 
embraced  them  all  fucceflively,  with  as 
much  fincerity  as  he  had  done  in  the 
court  of  the  black's  caftle.    The  people 
were  charmed  with  Codadad's  good- 
nature,   and    highly    applauded    him. 
Next,  he  nobly  rewarded  the  furgeon, 
to  requite  the  fervice  he  had  done  the 
Princefs  of  Deryabar. 


The  Sultanefs  Scheherazade,  having 
told  the  ftory  of  Ganem  with  fo  much 
addrefs,  and  in  fo  agreeable  a  manner, 
that  the  Sultan  of  the  Indies  could  not 
forbear  (hewing  the  pleafure  that  rela- 
tion gave  him,  faid  to  that  monarch — 
I  doubt  not  but  your  majefty  is  very 
well  fatisfied  to  find  the  Caliph  Ha- 
roun  Alrafchid  change  his  fentiments 
in  favour  of  Ganem,  his  mother,  and 
fifter  ;  and  I  believe  you  may  be  fenfi- 
bly  affected  with  their  misfortunes, 
and  the  ill  treatment  they  received  : 
but  am   perfuaded,    if  your  majefty 
would  hear  the  ftory  of  The  Sleeper 
Awakened,  it  would,  inftead  of  ex- 
citing all  thofe  emotions  of  indigna- 
tion and  companion  in  your  breaft, 
on  the  contrary,  afford  you  all  the 
agreeable  mirth  and  diverllon  ima- 
ginable.' 

The  fultan,  who  promifed  himfelf 
fome  new  adventures  from  the  title  of 
this  ttory,  would  have  heard  it  that 
morning;  but  perceiving  that  day  ap- 
proached, deferred  it  till  next  night  j 


when  Dinarzade  called  upon  her  (ifter, 
who  began  her  llory  in  the  following 
manner. 

THE     STORY    OF     THE    SLEEPER. 

AWAKENED. 

IN  the  reign  of  the  Caliph  Harotm 
Alrafchid,  there  lived  at  Bagdad  a 
very  rich  merchant;  who,  having  mar- 
ried a  woman  pretty  well  in  years,  had 
but  one  fon,  whom  he  named  Abon 
HafTan,  and  educated  with  great  re- 
ftraint.  When  this  fon  was  thirty  years 
old,  the  merchant  died,  and  left  him  his 
fole  heir,  and  matter  of  great  riches, 
which  his  father  had  amaffed  together 
by  his  induftry,  frugality,  and  great 
application  to  bufmefs. 

Abon  HafTan,  whofe  views  and  in- 
clinations  were  very  much  different 
from  thofe  of  his  father,  was  refolved 
to  make  another  life  of  his  wealth  ;  for 
as  his  father  had  never  allowed  him 
any  money  but  what  was  juft  neceflary 
for  fubfiftence,  and  he  had  always  en- 
vied thofe  young  perfons  of  his  ag« 
who  wanted  none,  and  who  debarred 
themfelves  from  none  of  thofe  pleafures 
to  which  youth  are  too  much  addicted, 
he  refolved,  in  his  turn,  to  fignalize 
himfelf  by  extravagances  proportion- 
able to  his  fortune.  To  this  end,  he 
divided  his  riches  into  two  parts;  with 
one  half  he  bought  houfes  in  town, 
and  land  in  the  country,  with  a  pro- 
mife  to  himfelf  never  to  touch  the  in- 
come of  his  eftate,  which  was  confide- 
rable  enough  to  live  upon  very  hand- 
fomety,  but  lay  it  all  by.  With  the 
other  half,  which  he  kept  by  him  in 
ready- money,  hedefigned  to  make  him- 
felf amends  for  the  time  he  had  loft  in 
the  fevere  reftraint  with  which  his  fa- 
ther had  always  kept  him. 

With , this  intent,  Abon  HaflTan  af- 
fociated  himfelf  in  a  few  days  with  peo- 
ple 'of  his  age  and  condition,  and 
thought  of  nothing  more  than  how  to 
fpend  their  time  agreeably.  Every  day 
he  gave  them  fplendid  entertainments, 
at  which  the  moft  exquifite  and  delicate 
wines  flowed  in  plenty,  while  concerts 
of  the  bed  vocal  and  inftrumental  mu- 
fick  heightened  their  pleafures, and  then 
this  young  band  of  debauchees,  with 
glafles  in  their  hands,  fung  and  joined 
with  the  mufick;  and  thefe  feafts  gene- 
rally ended  with  balls  at  night,  to  which 

the 


ARABIAN  NIGHTS  ENTERTAINMENTS.       453 


the  beft  dancers  of  both  fexes  were  in- 
vited.  Thefe  very  liberal  entertain- 
ments,  renewed  every  day,  were  fo  ex- 
penlive  to  Abon  Haffan,  that  he  could 
not  fupport  the  extravagance  above  the 
year:  and,  in  (hort,  the  great fum  which 
he  had  confecrated  to  this  prodigality 
and  the  year  ended  together.  As  foon 
as  he  left  off  keeping  this  table,  his 
friends  forfook  him  5  whenever  they 
faw  him  they  avoided  him  ;  and  if  by 
chance  he  met  any  of  them,  and  would 
lh>p  them,  they  always  excufed  them- 
felves  on  fome  pretence  or  other. 

Abon  Haflan,  touched  more  to  the 
quick  at  this  ftrange  behaviour  of  his 
friends,  who  had  forfaken  him  fo  bafely 
and  ungratefully,  after  all  the  protefta- 
tions  or"  friendmip  they  had  made  him, 
and  their  inviolable  attachment  to  his 
fervice,  than  for  all  the  money  he  had 
fo  foolifhly  fquandered  away,  went 
melancholy  and  thoughtful  into  his 
mother's  apartment,  and  fat  down  on  a 
fofa  at  a  good  diftance  from  her. 
'  What  is  the  matter  with  you,  fon  ?' 
faid  his  mother,  reading  his  grief  in  his 
countenance.  «  Why  are  you  fo  al- 

*  tered,  fo  dejefted,  and  fo  much  diffe- 

*  rent  from  you rfelf?     You  could  not 
'  certainly  be  more  concerned  if  you 
'  had  loft  all  you  had  in  the  world.     I 

*  know  you  have  lived  very  profufely, 
'  and  believe  all  your  money  is  fpent: 
e  yet  you  have  a  good  eftate;  and  the 
'  reafon  I  did  not  fo  very  much  op- 
'  pofe  your  irregular   way   of  living 

*  was,  I  knew  the  wife  precaution  you 

*  had  taken  to  preferve  half  your  fub- 
'  ftance.     Therefore  I  do  not  fee  why 
"  you  mould  plunge  yourfelf  into  this 

deep  melancholy.' 

At  thefe  words  Abon  Haflan  melted 
into  tearsj  and  in  the  midft  of  his  fighs 
cried  out — '  Ah,  mother!  I  fee  at  laft, 

*  by  fad  experience,  how  infupportable 
'  poverty  is.      I  am  as  fenfible  that  it 
'  deprives  us  of  joy,  as  much  as  the 
1  fetting  fun  does  of  light.    In  poverty 
'  we  have  no  commendations,  and  fine 
'  things  faid  to  us  ;  we  endeavour  to 
'  conceal  all  our  actions,  and  fpend  our 
'  nights  in  tears  and  forrow.  In  ftiort, 
«  a  poor  man  is  looked  upon,  both  by 

*  friends  and  relations,  as  a  (tranger. 

*  You  know,  mother,  how  T  have  ufed 

*  my  friends  for  this  year  paft  ;  I  have 

*  entertained  them  with  all  imaginable 
'  generofity,  till  I  have  fpent  all  my 

*  money,  and  now  they  have  left  me 


when  I  can  treat  them  no  longer. 
For  my  eftate,  I  thank  Heaven  for 
having  given  me  the  grace  to  keep 
the  oath  I  made  not  to  enter  upon 
that,  and  now  I  fliall  know  how  to 
make  a  good  ufe  of  it.  But  firft  t 
will  try  the  ingratitude  of  friends, 
who  deferve  not  that  I  mould  call 
them  fo.  I  will  go  to  them  one  af- 
ter another,  and  when  I  have  rep  re  - 
fented  to  them  what  I  have  done  for 
their  fakes,  I  will  afk  them  among 
them  to  make  me  up  a  fum  of  mo- 
ney to  relieve  me  out  of  the  miferable 
condition  I  am  reduced  to.  Thefe 
are  the  fteps  I  intend  to  take  to  try 
their  gratitude.1 

*  I  do  not  pretend,  fon,"1  faid  Abon 

lafTan's  mother,  •  to  difTuade  you  from 

executing  your  defign;  but  I  can  tell 

you  before  hand   that  you  have  no 

ground  for  any  hope:  believe  me,  you 

will  find  no  relief  but  from  the  eftate 

you  have  refer ved.     I  fee  you  do  not, 

but  will    foon,   know    thofe   people 

which  we  generally  call  friends;  and 

I  wifh   to  Heaven  you   may  in  the 

manner  I  defire;  that  is  to  fay,  for 

your  own  good/ — «  Mother,'  replied 

Abon  Hafian,  '  I  am  perfuaded  of  the 

truth  of  what  you  fayj  but  (hall  be 

certain  of  a  fa£l  which  concerns  me  fo 

nearly,  when  I  (hall  inform   myfelf 

better  of  their  bafenefs.'     Upon  this 

Abon  Haflan  went  immediately  to  his 

friends,  whom  he  found  at  home,  re- 

prefented  to  them  the  great  need  he  was 

in,  and  begged  of  them  to  loofe  their 

purfe-ftrings    to  afiift  him.     He    pro- 

mifed  to  give  every  one  bonds  to  pay 

them  the  money  they  lent  him  as  foon 

as   his  affairs  were  made  up;   giving 

them  to  underftand,  at  the  fame  time, 

that  it  was  in  a  great  meafure  upon 

their  accounts  that  he  was  undone,  and 

forgot  not  lo  allure  them  with  the  hopes 

of  being  once  again  entertained  in  the 

fame  manner  as  before. 

Not  one  of  his  bottle  companions 
was  affecled  with  the  arguments  which 
the  affl.cled  Abon  Haflan  made  ufe  of 
to  perfuade  them  j  and  he  had  the  mor- 
tification to  find,  that  many  of  them 
told  him  plainly  they  fcarce  knew 
him. 

He  returned  home  again  full  of  grief 
and  rage  j  and  going  into  his  mother's 
apartment,  faid—'  Ah,  Madam  !  you 

*  was  in  the  right  of  it.     Inftead  of 

*  friends,  I  have  found  none  but  tin- 

«  grateful 
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*  grateful  perfidious  wretches,  who  de- 

•  ferve  not  my  friendfhip,  which  I  re- 

•  nounce,    and    promife  never    to    fee 

*  th~m    more.'     He  re'.olved  to  be  as 
good  as  his  word,  and  to  that  end  took 
ail  pofjible  precautions  to  avoid  falling 
into  the  fame  inconvenience  ;  taking  an 
oath   never   to   give  an    inhabitant   of 
Bagdad  any  entertainment  again.  Af 
terwards  he  opened   a  ftrong  cheft,   in 
which  he  had  put  the  rents  he  had  re- 
ceived from  his  eftate,  and  refolved  to 
take  out  every  day  a  fum  that  was  fuf- 
fkient  to  defray  the  expenceof  a  fingle 
perfon  to  fup  with  him;  who,  accord- 
ing to  the  oath  he  had  taken,  muft  be  a 
firanger  that  came  into  Bagdad  the  fame 
day,  and  muft  take  his  leave  of  him  the 
next  morning. 

According  to  this  project,  Abon  Haf- 
fan took  c;<re  every  morning  to   pro- 
vide   whatever  he  defigned   for  night, 
and  towards  the  clo(e  of  the  evening 
•went  and  fat  on   Bagdad  bridge;   and 
as  foon   as  ever  he  law  a  ftranger,  of 
what  condition  foever  he  was,  he  ac- 
cofted  him  civilly,   and  invited  him  to 
fup  and  lodge  with  him  that  night;  and, 
after  having  informed   him  of  the  law 
he  had  impofed  upon  himfelf,  took  him 
home  with  him.    Therepaft  with  v  bich 
Abon  Haffan  regaled  his    guefts  was 
not  coftly,  but  always  plain  and  neat, 
with  plenty  of  good  wine,   and  gene- 
rally iafted  till  the  night  was  pretty  far 
advanced;  when,  inftead  of  entertain- 
ing his  gueft  with  the  affairs  of  ftate, 
his  family,  or  his  buiineis,  as  is  too  fre- 
quent, he  affected  to  talk  of  indifferent 
iubjccts;  and  was  naturally  of  ib  gay 
and  pleafant  a  temper,   that  he  could 
give  the  moft  agreeable  turns  in  con- 
verfation,  and  make  the  moft  referved 
and  melancholy  perfons  merry.   When 
he  faw  his  gueft  again  the  next  morn- 
ing, he   always    faid — '  God    preferve 
you   from   all  forrow  wherever  you 
go!     Whdn  I  invited  you  yefterday 
to  come  and  fup  with  me,  I  informed 
you  of  the  law  I  had  made;  therefore 
do  not  take  it  ill,  if  I  tell  you  we  muft 
never  fee  one  another  again,  nor  drrnk 
together,  for  reafons  beft  known  to 
myfelf.  So  God  conduct  you.' 
Abon  H:iff:in  was  very  exact  in  the 
obfervation  of  this   oath,    and    never 
looked -upon,  or  fpoke  to,  any  ftranger 
he  had  t-nce  entertained,  wherever  he 
nriet  them;  and  had  lived  for  a  long 
tirrie  after  this  manner,  when,  one  af- 


ternoon,  a  little  before  fun-fet,  as  he 
fat  upon  the  bridge  according  to  cuf- 
tom,  the  Caliph  Haroun  Alrafchid 
came  by  ib  difguifed  that  nobody  could 
know  him:  for  that  monarch,  though 
his  chief  minifters  and  officers  of  juftice 
acquitted  thcmfelves  of  their  duty  very 
punctually,  would  take  notice  of  every 
thing  himfdf;  nnd  to  that  purpofe  often 
difguifed  himfelf,  and  walked  through 
the  city  and  fuburhs  of  Bagdad;  and 
that  day  was  dreffed  like  a  merchant 
of  Mouffel,  who  had  but  juft  difem- 
barked,  and  w*s  followed  by  a  flave. 

As  the  caliph  had  in  his  difguife  a 
grave  and  awful  air,  Abon  Haffan,  who 
thought  him  to  be  a  MoufTel  merchant, 
went  directly  to  him;  and,  after  having 
faluted    him,    with  a  fmiling  counte- 
nance, and  kiffed  his  hand,  faid — {  Sir, 
I  congratulate  you  on  your  happy  ar- 
rival, and  beg  of  you  to  do  me  the 
honour  to  go  and  fup  with  me,  and 
repofe   yourfelf   at    my    houfe    this 
night,  after  the  fatigue  of  your  voy- 
n^e.'  And  to  oblige  him  noLto  deny 
him  that  favour,   he  told  him  his  cuf- 
tom  of  entertaining  the  firft  ftranger  he 
met   with.     The  caliph  found   fome- 
thing  fo  odd  and  fingular  in  Abon  Haf- 
fan's  tafte,  that  he  was  very  defirous  to 
know  the  bo' torn  ;  and,  without  quit- 
ting the  character  of  a  merchant,  told 
him,  that  he  could  not  better  anfwer 
thar  great  civility,  which  he  did  not 
expect  on  his  arrival  at  Bagdad,    than 
by  accepting  the  obliging  offer  that  he 
made  him. 

Abon  Hafftn,  who  knew  not  that  the 
gueft  which  fortune  prefented  to  him 
was  fo  very  much  above  him,  treated 
him  as  his  equal,  carried  him  home, 
and  led  him  into  a  room  very  neatly  fur- 
nifhed,  where  he  fet  him  on  a  fofa,  at 
the  upper  end  of  a  table  that  was  ready 
furnimed  for  fupper,  which  was  foon 
after  fent  up  by  Abon  Haffan's  mo- 
ther, who  took  upon  herfelf  the  care  of 
the  kitchen,  and  confided  of  three 
difhes.  The  firft  was  a  capon  and  four 
large  pullets,  which  was  fet  in  the  mid- 
pie  ;  and  the  fecond  and  third,  placed 
on  each  fide,  were,  a  fat  roafted  goofe 
and  boiled  pigeons;  all  dreffed  very 
neatly,  and  with  proper  fauces. 

Abon  Haffan  fat  down  oppofite  his 
gueft,  and  he  and  the  caliph  began  to 
eat  heartily  of  what  they  liked  beft, 
without  fpeaking  or  drinking,  accord- 
ing to  the  cuitom  of  the  country. 
When 
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When  they  had  done  eating,  the  ca- 
liph's flave  brought  them  water  to  wafli 
their  hands  ;  and,  in  the  mean  time, 
Anon" Rattan's  mother  fent  up  a  def- 
fert  of  all  forts  of  dried  fweetmeats,  and 
all  the  fruits  then  in  feafon,  as  grapes, 
peaches,  apples,  pears,  &c.     As  foon 
as    it   grew  ^larlc,    wax   candles   were 
lighted}  and  Abon  Haffan,  after  charg- 
ing his'mother  to  take  care  of  the  ca- 
liph's flave,  brought  bottles  and  glaffes. 
Then  Abon 'Haffan,    fitting    down 
with  the  pretended  MoufTel  merchant 
ag;ain,  filled  out  a  glafs  of  wine  be- 
fore he  touched  the  deffert;  and  holding 
it  out  in  his  hand,  faid  to  the  caliph — 
You  know,  Sir,  that  the  cock  never 
drinks  before  he  calls  to  his  hens  to 
come  and  drink  with  him;  fo  I  invite 
you  to  follow  my  example.    I  do  not 
know  what  you  may  think  ;  but,  for 
my  part,  I  cannot  reckon  him  a  wife 
man  who  does  not  love  wine.  Come, 
let  us  leave  thofe  fort  of  people  to 
their  dull  melancholy  humours,  and 
feek  for  mirth,  which  is  only  to  be 
found  in  a  brimmer/ 
While  Abon  Haffan  was  drinking, 
the  caliph,  taking  the  glafs  that  was  fet 
by  him,   faid — '  Now  I  like  you;  you 

*  are  an  honeft  fellow.     I  am  mightily 

*  taken  with  your  pleafant  temper;  and 

*  expeft  you  mould  fill  me  as  much.1 
Abon  Haffan,  as  foon  as  he  had  drank, 
filled  the  caliph's  glafs;  and  giving  it 
to'  him — *  Here,   Sir,'   faid   he,  *  tafte 
'  this  wine  ;  I  will  warrant  it  good/ — 
'  I   am  very  well   perfuaded,'  replied 
the  caliph,  laughing,   «  that  you  know 
'  how  to  make  choice  of  the  beft.' — 

*  O!'  replied  Abon  Haffan,  while  the 
caliph  was  taking  off  his  glafs,  '  one 
'  may  ea'fily  find  fhat  you  know  what 

*  good   living  is,    and   have  Teen    the 

*  world.  Alas!  how  happy  is  my  houfe 

*  in  your  prefence  !    And    how  over- 
'  joyed  am  I  for  meeting  with  a  man 
'  of  fo  much  merit!' 

The  caliph,  who  was  naturally  a 
merry  man,  was  mightily  diverted  at 
thefe  fallies  of  Abon  Haffan,  and 
took  pleafure  in  promoting  drinking, 
often  afking  for  wine,  thinking  that 
when  that  began  to  work,  he  mightpe- 
netrate  fo  far  into  his  difcourfe  as  to 
fatisfy  his  curiofity.  Therefore,  to 
enter  into  convention,  he  aflced  him 
his  name,  his  bufinefs,  and  how  hefpent 
his  life.  «  My  name,  Sir,'  replied  he, 

*  is  Abon  Haffan,     My  father,  whom 


I  buried,  was  a  merchant  of  Bag- 
dad j  and  though  hewas  not  thericheft, 
yet  he  lived  very  well :  when  he  died, 
he  left  me  enough,  in  my  ftation,  to 
live  free  from  ambition  ;  but  as  he 
always  kept  a  very  ftricl:  hand  over 
me  in  his  life-time,  I  was  willing, 
when  he  was  gone,  to  make  up  the 
time  I  thought  I  had  loft. 
•  '  But  notwithftanding,*  continued 
Abon  Haffan,  '  in  this  I  was  more 
prudent  than  moft  young  people  are, 
who  give  themfelves  up  todebauchery 
without  any  thought,  and  who  reduce 
themfelves  to  the  utmoft  poverty,  and 
are  forced  to  do  penance  all  the  reft 
of  their  lives  after.  Now  I,  to  avoid 
this- misfortune,  divided  what  I  had 
left  me  into  two  parts,  and  with  one 
bought  an  eftate,  with  a  refolution 
not  to  finger  my  rents  at  that  time; 
and  kept  the  other  in  ready-money  to 
purfue  my  extravagancies  with.  I 
affociated  myfelf  with  young  people 
of  my  age,  and  with  my  ready-money, 
which  I  fpent  profufely,  treated  them 
every  day  j  and  in  fhort,  fpared  for 
no  fort  of  pleafure.  But  thefe  feaft- 
ings  were  not  long-lived  j  for  by  the 
time  the  year  was  out,  I  had  got  to 
the  bottom  of  my  cafh,  and  then  all 
my  friends  vanifhed.  I  made  a  vifit 
to  every  one  of  them,  and  reprefented 
to  them  the  miferable  condition  I  was 
in;  but  none  of  them  would  relieve 
me.  Upon  this,  I  renounced  their 
friend  (hip,  and  retrenched  fo  far,  as 
to  live  within  the  compafs  of  my  in- 
come, and  obliged  myfelf  to  keep  com- 
pany with  none  but  the  firft  ftranger 
I  could  meet  with  coming  thatdayinto 
Bagdad,  and  to  entertain  him  but  one 
night.  I  have  told  you  the  reft  before  j 
and  I  thank  my  good  fortune  this 
day,  for  meeting  with  a  ftranger  of 
fo  much  worth.' 

The  caliph  was  very  well  fatisfied 
with  this  information,  and  faid  to  Abon 
Haffan — '  I  cannot  enough  commend 
the  meafures  you  have  taken,  and  the 
prudence  with  which  you  have  acted, 
by  forfaking  your  debauchery  ;  a  con- 
duct rarely  to,  be  met  with  in  young, 
perfons:  andlefteemyou  the  more  for 
being  lo  juft  to  yourfelf  as  you  have 
been.  It  was  a  flippery  path  you  trod 
in  ;  and  I  cannot  enough  admire  how, 
after  having  feen  the  end  of  your 
ready- money,  you  had  fo  great  a  com- 
mand over  yourfelf,  not  to  enter  upon 
3  M  «  your 
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your  eftate.  In  fhort,  I  muft  own,  I 
envy  yourhappinefs  ;  you  are  the  only 
happy  man  in  the  world,  to  enjoy 
every  day  the  company  of  fome  one 
honeft  man,  with  whom  you  can  dif- 
courfe  freely  and  agreeably,  and  to 
whom  you  give  an  opportunity  to  de- 
clare, wherever  he  goes,  how  hand- 
fomely  he  was  received  by  you.  But 
we  talk  too  long  without  drinking  j 
come  drink,  and  pour  out  to  me.' 
In  this  manner  the  caliph  and  Abon 
HafTan  entertained  each  other,  drinking 
and  talking  of  indifferent  matters,  till 
the  nigh*  was  pretty  far  advanced  j  when 
the  caliph  pretending  to  be  fatigued  af- 
ter his  voyage,  told  his  hoft  he  flood 
in  need  of  a  little  reft.  '  But,'  added 
he,  '  that  I  may  not  deprive  you  of 
yours,  before  we  part,  becaufe  to- 
morrow I  may  be  gone  before  you 
are  ftirring,  I  mould  be  glad  to  (hew 
you  how  fenfible  I  am  of  your  civility, 
and  the  kind  and  obliging  hofpitality 
you  have  (hewn  me.  The  only  thing 
that  troubles  me  is,  that  I  know  not 
which  way  to  pay  my  acknowledg- 
ment 5  therefore  I  beg  of  you  to  let 
me  underftand  how  I  may,  and  you 
(hall  fee  I  will  not  be  ungrateful ;  for 
certainly  you  muft  have  fome  buiinefs 
in  which  you  may  be  ferved,  or  muft 
want  fomething  which  you  could  wi(h 
for.  Speak  freely,  and  declare  your 
mind  j  for  though  I  am  but  a  mer- 
chant, it  may  be  in  mine  or  fome 
friend's  power  to  oblige  you/ 
To  thefe  offers  of  the  caliph,  Abon 
HalTan,  taking  him  ftill  for  a  Mouflel 
lerchant,  replied — «  I  am  very  well 
perfuaded,  good  Sir,  that  it  is  not 
out  of  a  compliment  that  you  make 
me  thefe  generous  tenders  t  but,  upon 
the  word  of  an  honeft  man,  I  have 
nothing  that  troubles  me,  no  bufinefs, 
nor  defires,  and  want  not  any  thing. 
I  have  not  the  leaft  ambition,  as  I 
told  you  before;  but  am  very  well 
iatisfied  with  my  condition  :  there- 
fore, I  can  only  thank  you  for  your 
obliging  proffers,  and  the  honour  you 
have  done  me,  to  come  and  take  a 
flight  repaft  with  me.  Yet  I  muft  tell 
you,'  purfued  Abon  HalTan,  *  there 
is  one  thing  that  gives  me  an  uneafi- 
nefs.  You  know  the  town  of  Bagdad 
is  divided  into  feveral  parts  and  di- 
viners, to  each  of  which  there  be- 
longs a  mofque,  and  an  imam  to  read 
prayer*  at  certain  hours.  The  imam 


of  the  divifion  I  live  in,  is  an  olu 
man,  of  an  auftere  countenance,  and 
the  greateft  hypocrite  in  the  world. 
This  man  and  four  old  men  of  this 
neighbourhood,  who  are  people  of  th* 
fame  (lamp,  meet  every  day  at  that 
imam's  houfe  :  there  they  vent  their 
dander,  calumny,  and  malice,  againft 
m«,  and  the  whole  diviflon,  to  th« 
difturbance  of  the  publick  peace  of  a 
neighbourhood,  and  the  promotion 
of  dilTenfion.  Sortie  they  threaten, 
others  they  rail  againft;  and,  in  fhort, 
would  be  lords  paramount,  and  hav« 
every  one  govern  himfelf  according  to 
their  caprice,  and  at  the  fame  tim» 
know  not  how  to  govern  themfelves. 
Indeed,  I  would  have  them  meddl* 
with  nothing  but  their  Alcoran,  and 
let  the  world  live  quietly.' 
«  Well,  I  fuppofe,'  faid  the  caliph, 
you  would  willingly  put  a  flop  to  thi» 
diforder  ?'— *  You  have  gueffed  it/ 
nfwered  Abon  Haflan  ;  *  and  the  only 
thing  I  (hould  defire  would  be,  to 
be  caliph  only  for  one  day,  in  th« 
(lead  of  our  fovereign  lord  and  mafter 
Haroun  Alrafclud,  the  Commander 
of  the  Faithful.' — '  What  would  you 
do  if  you  was  ?'  faid  theoliph.  '  I 
would  make  them  examples,'  anfwered 
Abon  HafTan,  <  to  the  fatisfa&ion  of 
all  honeft  men.  I  would  punifti  the 
four  old  men  with  each  an  hundred 
baftinadoes  on  the  foles  of  their  feet> 
and  the  imam  with  four  hundred,,  to 
learn  them  not  to  difturb  and  abuf* 
their  neighbours  any  more/ 
The  caliph  was  extremely  wellpleafed 
with  this  thought  of  Abon  Haflan's  -r 
and  as  he  was  a  prince  who  loved  ad- 
ventures, he  hoped  to  make  this  a  very 
fmgular  one.  «  Indeed,'  faid  he,  *  I  ap- 
prove very  much  of  your  wim,  which 
I  fee  proceeds  from  an  upright  mind, 
that  cannot  bear  to  fee  the  malice  of 
wicked  people  to  go  unpunifhed  ;  I 
could  like  to  fee  it  take  efftcT;,.  and  it 
is  not  fo  impoffible  a  thing  as  you 
may  imagine.  I  am  perfuaded  that 
the  caliph  would  willingly  put  his 
authority  for  twenty-four  hours  into 
your  hands,  if  he  knew  your  good 
intentions,  and  the  juft  ufe  you  would' 
make  of  it.' — *  I  fee,'  faid  Abon 
laffan,  '  you  laugh  at  my  foolifh  fancy  ; 
and  the  caliph  himfelf  would  laugh 
at  my  extravagance  too,  if  he  knew 
it  :  but  yet  it  would  be  a  means  of 
informing  him,  o£  the  imam's  and  hi* 
«•  com- 
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to-morrow  morning  upon  this  man 
who  lies  in  my  bed,  and  pay  the  fame 
refpect  to  him  as  to  myfelf,  and  obey 
him  in  whatever  he  commands;   let 
him  be  refufed  in  nothing  that  heafks 
for,  and  be  fpoken  to  and  anfwered  in 
every  thing  he  fays  or  does,  as  if  he 
was  the  Commander  of  the  Faithful. 
In  ihort,  I  expect  that  you  look  upon 
him  as  the  true  caliph,  and  neglect  not 
the  leatt  circumftance.' 
The  officers  and  ladies  prefently  un- 
derttood  that  the  caliph  had  a  mind  to 
divert  himfelf,  and  made  low  bows  to 
fliew  their  obedience;  and  then  with- 
drew, elated  with  the  parts  they  were  to 


companions  behaviour;  and  he  might 
chaftife  them.' 

*  Heaven  forbid,'  replied  the  caliph, 
that  I,  who  have  been  fo  handfomely 
entertained   by  you,  (hould  laugh  at 
Vou  :  neither  do  I  believe,  as   much 
&  ftranger  as  I  am,  that  the  caliph 
would  be  difpleafed.     But  let  us  lay 
this  difcourfe  afide;  it  is  almoft  mid- 
night, and  time  to  go  to  bed/—'  With 
all  my  heart,'  faid  Abon  Haffan  ;  «  I 
would  not  be'any  hindrance  to  your 
going  to  reft  :  but  there  is  ftill  fome 
wine  in  the  bottle;  and,  if  you  pleafe, 
we  will  drink  it  off  firft.     The  only 
thing  I  have  to  recommend  to  you  is, 
that  when  you  go  out  in  the  morning, 
if  I  am  not  up,  you  will  give  your- 
felf  the  trouble  of  {hutting  the  door 
after  you;'  which  the  caliph  promifedj 
and  while  Abon  Haflan  was  talking, 
took   the    bottle  and  two  glafles,   and 
filled    his    own    firft,    faying—'  Here 
'  is  a  cup  of  thanks  to  you;'  and  then 
filling  the  other's,  put  artfully  a  little 
powder  which  he  had  about  him  into  it ; 
and,  giving  -t  to  Abon  Haflan,  faid— 
«  You  have  taken  the  pains  to  fill  for 
«  me  all  this  night;  and  it  is  the  leaft 
*  I  can  do  to  fave  you  the  trouble  once. 
'  Come,  drink  to  our  good  repofe.' 

Abon  Haflan  took  the  glafs;  and,  to 
fhew  his  gueft  with  how  much  pleafure 
he  received  the  honour  he  did  him, 
drank  it  off  at  once;  but  had  fcarcely 
fet  the  glafs  upon 'the  table,  when  the 
powder  began  to  take  effect,  and  he  fell 
into  fo  found  a  fleep,  that  his  head 
knocked  againft  his  knees.  The  ca- 
liph ordered  thefhve  who  attended  him, 
and  who  came  again  into  the  room  as 
foon  as  fupper  was  over,  to  take  Abon 
Haflan  upon  his  back,  and  follow  him, 
but  to  obferve  the  houie,  that  he  might 
know  it  again  when  he  mould  bring  him 
back.  In  this  manner  the  caliph,  fol- 
lowed by  the  flave  with  Abon  Haflan 
upon  his  back,  went  out  of  the  houfe, 
but  without  (hutting  the  door  after  him, 
as  Abon  Haflan  had  defired,  and  went 
directly  to  his  palace,  and  by  a  back- 
door into  his  own  apartment,  where  all 
the  officers  of  his  chamber  were  wait- 
ing for  him,  whom  he  ordered  to  un- 
drefs  Haflan,  and  put  him  into  his  bed, 
which  they  immediately  performed. 

Then  the  caliph  lent  for  all  the  offi- 
cers and  ladies  of  the  palace,  and  laid 
to  them — *  I  would  have  all  thofe  whole 
«  butinefs  it  is  to  attend  my  levee,  wait 


He  then  fent  for  the  grand  vizier,  who 
being   arrived—'*  Giafar,'  laid  he,  '  I 
have  fent  for  you  to  inftruct  you,  and 
to  prevent   your  being  furprized  to- 
morrow when  you  come  to  an  audi- 
ence, to  fee  the  man  that  is  laid  in  my 
bed  feated  on  my  throne  in  my  royal 
robes :    accoft  him  with  the  fame  re- 
verence and  refpect  you  pay  myfelf} 
obferve  and  punctually  execute  what- 
ever he  may  bid  you  do,  the  fame  as 
if  I  commanded  you,  even  if  his  li- 
berality Ihould  extend  fo  far  as  to 
empty  all  the  coffers  in  my  treafury; 
and  remember  to   acquaint  all  my 
emirs  and  huiffirs,  and  all  the  officers 
without  the  palace,  to  pay  him  thj 
fame  honour  at  audience  as  to   the 
Commander  of  the  Believers  himfelf, 
and  to  carry  on  the  matter  fo  well,  that 
he  may  not  perceive  the  leaft  thing 
that  may  interrupt  this  joke,  which  I 
am  diverting  myfelf  with.' 
Afterwards  the  grand  vizier  retired, 
and  the  caliph  went  to  bed  in  another 
apartment;   but  firft  ordered  Mefrour, 
the  chief  of  his  eunuchs,  to  take  care 
and  manage  things   fo  well,   that  he 
might  fee  how  Abon  Haffan  would  ufe 
the  power  and  authority  of  the  caliph 
for  the  time  he  defired  to  have  it;  and, 
above  all,  charged  him  to  awake  him 
at  the  ufual  hour,  before  he  awakened 
Abon  Haffan,  becaufe  the  caliph  had  a 
mind  to  beprefent  when  he  rofe. 

Mefrour  failed  not  to  do  as  the  ca- 
liph had  commanded  ;  and  as  foon  as 
the  caliph  went  into  the  room  where 
Abon  Haffan  lay,  he  placed  himfelf  in 
a  little  clofrt,  from  whence  he  could  fee 
all  that  paffed.  All  the  officers  and  la- 
dies who  were  to  attend  Abon  Haflan's 
took  their  pofts  according  to  their 
3  M  2  rank* 
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Tank,  with  great  filence,  and  difcharged 
themfelves  as  punctually  of  their  offices 
as  if  the  caliph  had  been  to  rife. 

As  it  was  juft  day-break,  and  time 
to  rife  to  morning  prayer  before  fun- 
rife,  the  officer  who  flood  neareft  to  the 
head  of  the  bed  put  a  fponge  fteeped  in 
vinegar  to  Abon  Haflan's  nofe,  who 
p'refently  turning  his  head  about  with- 
out opening  his  eyes,  fneezed  heartily, 
which  was  generally  the  effe£t  ef  the  ca- 
liph's powder,. and  which  lafted  longer 
or  fhorter  in  proportion  to  the  dofe. 
Then  opening  his  eyes,  he  found  him- 
felf, by  the  fmall  light  that  appeared,  in 
a  (lately  room,  magnificently  furnifhed, 
the  cieling  of  which  was  finely  painted, 
and  the  floor  covered  with  a  rich  filk 
tapeftry,  and  furrounded  by  a  groat 
many  young  and  handfome  ladies,  with 
all  forts  of  inftru-ments  of  mufick  in  their 
hands,  and  black  eunuchs  very  richly 
cloathed,  all  (landing  with  great  mo- 
defty  and  refpect.  After  cafting  his 
eyes  on  the  quilt  of  the  bed,  he  per- 
ceived it  was  cloth  of  gold  richly  em - 
bbffed  with  pearls  and  diamonds,  and 
that  there  was  laid  by  the  bed  an  habit 
of  the  fame  iluff  and  trimmings,  with  a 
caliph's  turban. 

At  the  fight  of  thefe  glittering  ob- 
je£ls,  Abon  Kaftan  was  in  the  moilin- 
expreflible  confuiion  and  amazement, 
ar,d  looked  upon  all  he  faw  as  a  dream. 
'  So,1  faid  he  to  himfelf,  '  I  am  ca- 
«  liph!  But,'  added  he  a  little  after,  '  it 

*  it  is  only  a  dream;  the  effcft  of  the 

*  wifh  I  entertained  my  gueft  with  laft 

*  night;'  and  then  turned  himfelf  about 
to  fleep  again.     At   the  fame  time  the 
eunuch  faid  very  refpeclfully — '  Com- 

*  mander  of  the  Faithful,  it  is  time  for 
'  your  majefty  to  rile   to  prayers,  the 
'  morning  begins  to  advance.' 

Thefe,  words  very  much  furprized 
Abon  Haflan.  '  Am  I  awake,  or  do 
«  I  ileeg?'  faid  he  to  himfetf.  «  Ah! 

*  certainly  I  am  afleepl'  continued  he, 
keeping  his  eyes  fliut}  *  there  is  no  rea- 
'  fon  to  doubt  it/ 

Immediately,  the  eunuch,  who  faw 
he  had  no  inclination  to  get  up,  and 
that  he  gave  him  no  anfwer,  faid  again 
— '  Your  majtfly,  I  hope,  will  not  be 
«  angry,  if  I  tell  you  once,  more  that  it 
'  is  time  to  rife  to  moining  prayer,  which 

*  you  never  negleclj  and  the  fun  is  jull 
'  upon  rifing.' — «   I  am  miftaken,' faid 
Abon    Haflan   prefently;    «  lam  not 

*  aflefep,  but  awake  j  for  thofe  that  fleep 


*  do  not  hear,  and  I  hear  very  diftinft- 
'  ly.'     Then   opening   his   eyes,    faw 
plainly  by  broad   day-light  what  ap- 
peared but  uncertain  before;  and  rifing 
upon  his  breech  with  a  fmiling  counte- 
nance, like  a   man   overjoyed  at  a  lud- 
den  promotion,  pleafed  the  caliph,  who 
penetrated  into  the  very  bottom  of  his 
thoughts. 

Then  the  ladies  of  the  palace  pro- 
ftrated  themfelves  with  their  faces  to 
the  ground  before  Abon  Haflan,  and 
thole  who  had  the  inftruments  of  mu- 
fick in  their  hands  wifhed  him  a  good 
mornnV  by  a  concert  of  foft  flutes, 
hautboys,  theorboes,  and  other  harmo- 
nious inftruments,  with  which  he  was 
ravimed,  and  was  in  fuch  an  extacy, 
that  he  knew  not  himfelf,  nor  where 
he  was;  but  at  laft  recovering  his  firft 
idea,  he  doubted  whether  what  he  faw 
was  a  dream  or  matter  of  fa  ft.  He 
clapped  his  hands  before  his  eyes,  and 
lowering  his  head,  faid  to  himfelf— 
What  means  all  this  ?  Where.am  I  ? 
And  whom  does  this  palace  belong 
to  ?  What  can  thefe  eunuchs,  officers, 
beautiful  ladies,  and  muficians,  fig- 
nify  ?  How  is  it  poflible  for  me  to 
diiiinguifh  whether  I  am  in  my  right 
fenfes,  or  in  a  dream?5 
When  he  took  his  hands  from  his 
eyes,  the  fun  (hone  full  in  at  the  cham- 
ber window;  and  at  that  inflant  Mef- 
rour,  the  chief  of  the  eunuchs,  came 
in,  proftrated  himfelf  before  Abon 
Haflan,  and  faid — '  Commander  of  the 

*  Faithful,  your  majeftywill  excufe  me 

*  for  reprefenting  to  you,  that  you  ufed 
'  not  to  lie  fo  long,  and  that  the  time 

*  of  prayer  is  over.     I  am  afraid   your 
{   majefty  has  had  an  ill  night,  and  has 
'  been  indifpofed,  and  may  not  be  able 
'  to  afcend   your  throne  in   council  as 
'   ufual.  All  your  generals,  governors, 

*  and  other  officers  of  (late,  wait  your 
'  prefence  in  the.council  hall.' 

At  this  difcourfeof  Mcfrotir's,  Abon 
Haffan  was  verily  perfuaded  that  he 
was  neither  afleep  nor  in  a  dream;  but 
at  the  fame  time  -yas  very  much  embar- 
rafled  and  confuled:  at  lall  looking  ear- 
nedly  at  Mefrour,  faid  to  him  in  a  fe- 
rious  tone—'  Who  is  it  you  fpeak  to, 

*  and  cailtheCommander  of  the  Faith - 

*  fill?  For  my  part,  I  do  not  know  you, 
'  and  you    miilake  me  for  (omebody 
«  elfe.' 

Any  per  fon  but  Mefrour  would  have 

been  dafhed  at  thefe  queftions  of  Abon 

Haffan'sj 


hi: 
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affan's;  but  he  had  been  fo  well  in- 
ru&ed  by  the  caliph,  that  he  played 
is  part  to  a  wonder.  '  My  worthy 
lord  and  mafter,'  faid  he,  «  your 
majefty  only  fpeaks  thus  to  try  me. 
Is  not  your  majefty  the  Commander 
of  theFaithful,  monarch  of  the  world, 
and  the  prophet's  vicar  on  earth  ? 
Mefrour,  your  flave,  has  not  forgot 
you,  after  fo  many  years  that  he  has 
had  the  honour  and  happinefs  to  ferve 
and  pay  his-  refpe&s  to  your  majefty, 
and  mould  think,  himfelf  the  moft  un- 
happy of  all  men,  if  he  has  incurred 
your  difpleafure,  and  begs  of  you 
moft  humbly  to  remove  his  fears;  but 
is  apt  to  believe  that  you  have  been 
disturbed  by  fome  troublefome  dream 
to-night.* 

Abon  Haffan  burft  out  a  laughing  at 
thefe  words  of  Mefrour's,  and  fell 
backwards  upon  the  bolder,  which 
pleafed  the  caliph  fo  much,  that  he 
would  have  laughed  as  loud  him  (elf,  if 
he  had  not  been  afraid  of  putting  a  ftop 
to  the  pleafant  fcene  he  proinifed  him- 
felf. 

Abon  Haffan,  when  he  had  tired 
himfelf  with  laughing,  fat  up  again  on 
his  breech;  and,fpeakmgtoa  little  black 
eunuch  that  ftood  by  him,  faid — '  Hark 
'  ye,  tell  me  who  I  am  ?' — '  Sir,'  an- 
fwered  the  little  boy  modeftly,  *  your 
*  majefty  is  the  Commander  of  the  true 
'  Believers,  and  God's  vicar  on  earth.' 
— *  You  are  a  liar,  foot y- face,'  faid 
Abon  Haffan.  Then  he  called  the  lady 
that  ftood  the  neareft  to  him:  '  Come 
«  hither,  fair- one,'  faid  he,  holding 
out  his  hand;  «  bite  the  end  of  my  fin- 
4  ger,  that  I  may  feel  whether  I  am 
'  aileep  or  awake.' 

The  lady,  who  knew  the  caliph  faw 
all  that  paffed,  was  overjoyed  to  fhew 
how  capable  (he  was  of  diverting  him, 
and  went  with  a  grave  countenance,  arid 
putting  his  finger  between  her  teeth,  me 
bit  fo  hard  that  he  cried  out,  and  /hatch- 
ing his  hand  quickly  back  again, faid  — 
I  find  I  am  awake,  and  not  afleep! 
But  by  what  miracle  am  I  become 
caiiph  in  a  night's  time  ?  This  is 
certainly  the  moft  ftrange  and  furpijz- 
ing  thing  in  the  world  !'  Then  ad- 
reffing  himfelf  to  the  fame  lady, faid — 
I  conjure  you,  for  heaven's  lake,  not 
to  hide  the  truth  from  me;  am  I  really 
the  Commander  of  theFaithful?' — 'It 
is  fo  tfue,'  anfwered  the  lady,  <  thut 


we  who  are  your  flaves,  are  amazed 
to  find  that  you  will  not  believe  your- 
felf  to  be  fo.' — '  Ah  !  you  are  a  de- 
ceiver,'   replied  Abon  Haffan.     'I 
know  very  well  who  I  am.' 
As  the  chief  of  the  eunuchs  perceived 
that  Abon  Haffan  had  a  mind  to  rife, 
he  lent  him  his  hand,  and  helped  him 
to  get  out  of  bed.    No  fooner  were  his 
feet  fet  on  the  floor,  but  the  chamber 
rang  again  with  the  repeated  acclama- 
tions of  the   officers   and  ladies,  who 
cried  out — '  God  preferve  your  majefty, 
and  give  you  a  good  day!' — *O  hea- 
ven !'  cried  Abon  Haffan,    «  what  a 
ftrange  thing  is  this?  Laft  night  I  was 
Abon  Haffan,  and  this  morning  I  am 
the  Commander  of  the  Believers!    I 
cannot  comprehend  this  fudden  and 
furprizing  change.'     Prefently  fomc 
of  the  officers  began  to  drefs  him;  and 
when  they  had  done,  Mefrour  walked 
before   him  to  the  foot  of  the  throne, 
where  he  flopped;  and,  putting  one  hand 
under  one  arm,  while  another  officer 
did  the  fame  by  the  other,  they  helped 
him  to  afcend  the  throne. 

The  cafiph,  in  the  mean, time,  came 
out  of  the  clofet,  where  he  was  hid,  and 
went  into  another,  which  looked  into 
the  council-hall,  from  whence  he  could 
hear  all  that  pafled,  & nd  fee  Abon 
Hilfnn,  who  filKI  his  throne  with  all 
the  gravity  imaginable. 

As  foon  as  Abon  Haffan  had  feated 
himfclf,  the  grand  vizier  Giafar  pro- 
ftrated  himfelf  lit  the'foot  of  the  throne, 
and  addrefling  himfelf  to  him,  faid— 
'  God  fhower  down-bleffings  on  your' 
*  majefty  in  this Jife,  receive  you  into  i 
'  his  paradife  in  the  other  world,  and 
'  confound  y<nu  enemies  !' 

Abon  Haffan,  after  ail  that  happen- 
ed that  morning,  and  rhefc  words  of  the 
grand  vizier,  never  doubted  but  that  he 
was  caiiph,  ashewifhed  to  be;  and  fo 
without  examining  any  farther,  how, 
or  by  what  adventure,  or  fudden  change 
of  fortune,  he  immediately  began  to 
exercife  his  power;  and,  looking  very 
gravely  upon  the  vizier,  afked  him 
vhat  he  h^l  to  fay.  '  Commander  of 
the  Faithful,'  replied  the  grand  vi- 
zier, '  the  i-inirs.viz:ci«,  -UK!  other  offi- 
cers who  are  of  \,.,!i-  imjelty's  coun- 
cil, wait  at  tiie  <ioo  •  !;  your  majefty' 
gives  ti  cm  j<r  >  ';:cin3  and  pay1 

their  ufuai   rtfp^'U  i-.y^u/     Abon" 
c  ii  the  door  be 

opened,1 
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opened,  and  the  grand  vizier  gave  the 
fign  to  the  huiffir  that  waited  for  it. 

When  the  door  was  opened,  the  vi- 
xrei'3,  ernirs,  and  principal  officers  of 
the  court,  all  dreffed  magnificently  in 
their  babits  of  ceremony,  went  in  their 
order  to  the  foot  of  the  throne,  andpaid 
their  refpects  to  Abon  Haffan;  and, 
bowir.g  their  heads  down  to  the  carpet, 
kneeling  on  one  knee,  faluted  him  with 
the  title  of  Commander  of  the  Faithful, 
according  to  the  inftruction  of  the  grand 
frizier,  and  afterwards  took  their  feats, 

When  this  ceremony  was  over,  the 
jrand  viziev,  always  Handing  before  the 
throne,,  began  with  papers  in  his  hand 
to  make  his  report  of  affairs,  which  at 
that  time  were  of  very  little  confe- 
qwenee.  Neverthelefs,  Abon  Haffan 
acqwitted  himfelf  in  his  great  poft  with- 
oos  the  kaft  embarraffment,  and  gave 
|cw3gn*ent  fo  well  in  all  matters,  that 
the  caliph  could  not  help  wondering  at 
Ms  addrefs.  Bufbeforethe  grand  vizier 
had  finrftied  his  report,  Abon  Haffan 
calileel  to  the  judge  of  the  police,  whom 
2»e  knew  by  fight,  as  he  fat  in  his  place: 

*  Hold,'  faid  he  to  the  grand  vizier, 

*  1  have  fomething  to  order  the  judge 

*  of  the  police.'     The  judge  of  the  po- 
lice-perceiving that  Abon  Haffan  look- 
ed at  him,  and  hearing  his  name  men- 
tioned, aro-fe  from  off  his  feat,  and  went 
gravely  to  the  foot  of  the  throne,  where 
be  prolrra-ted  himfelf  with  his  face  to 
tB*e  ground.  *  Judge  of  the  police,'  faid 
Alxvn  Haffan,  «  go  immediately  to  fuch 

*  adivifion,  and  feize  the  imam  of  the 

*  roofque,  and  four  old  men,' whom  he 
defer ibed,  'and  give  each  of  the  old  men 

*  an.  hundred battinadoes  with  a  bull's 
«  prrzle,  and  the  imam  four  hundred. 

*  After  that,  mount  them  all    five  on 

*  camels,  with  their  faces  to  the  tails, 

*  and  lead  them  through  the  whole  city, 

*  with  a  crier  before  them,    who  (hall 

*  proclaim — "This  isthepunifhmcntof 
*'  all  thofe  who  trouble  their  headswith 
«•  oiber  peoples  affairs,   and  make  it 
*'  tbe'ir  btifmefs  to  create  diiturbances 
CI  and  roifundei  (landings  in  families  in 
"  thevr neighbourhood."  My  intention 

*  j&alfo,  that  you  enjoin  them  to  leave 

*  that  divifion,  and  never  to  fet  a  foot 
'  more  in  it  ;    and  while  your  lieute- 

*  nant  is  conducting  them  through  the 

*  town,  return,    and  give  me    an   ac- 

*  count  of  the  execution  of  my  orders. 

*  The  judge  of  the  police  laid  his  hand 

his  head  to  Ihew  his  obedience^ 
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'  and,  proftrating  himfelf  a  fecond  time, 
*•  went  away.* 

The  caliph  was  extremely  well  plea £• 
ed  at  this  order,  and  perceived  by  Abon 
Haffan's  ftrictnefs  and  expedition,  that 
he  was  refolved  not  to  lofe  the  oppor- 
tunity of  punifhing  the  imam  and  the 
other  four  old  hypocrites.    In  the  mean 
time  the  grand  vizier  went  on  with  hi* 
report,  and   had  juft  done,  when  the 
judge1  of  the  police  came  back,, from  exe- 
cuting his  comtniffion.    He  went  to  the 
throne,  with  the  ufual  ceremony,  and 
faid—'  Commander  of  the  Faithful,  I 
found  the  imam  and  his  four  compa- 
nions; and  for  a  proof  that  I   have 
punctually  obeyed   your  commands, 
I  have  brought  an  inftrument  figned 
by  the  principal   inhabitants  of  that 
divifion.'  At  the  fame  time  he  pulled 
out  a  paper,    and   preien.ted  it  to  the 
pretended  caliph. 

Abon  Haffan  took  the  paper,  and 
reading  over  the  names  of  the  witnefleS;, 
who  were  all  people  that  he  knew  wry 
well,  faid  to  the  judge  of  the  police — 

*  It  is  very  well; return  to  your  feat. — 

*  Theie  old  hypocrites,' faid  hetohim- 
feif,  with  a  great  deal   of  iatisfaction 
in  his  looks,    *  who  muft  be  cenfunng 

*  my  actions,  and  finding  fault  with 

*  my  entertaining   honeft  people,  de^ 
'   ferved  this  punilhment.'    The  caliph 
allthe  time  penetrated  into  his  thoughts, 
and  conceived    a   fenfible  joy  in    this 
expedition. 

Then  Abon  Haffan,  addreffing him- 
felf afterwards  to  the  grand  vizier, faid— 

*  Go  to  the  high  treasurer  for  a  purfe  of 

*  athoufami  pieces  of  gold,  and  carry 

*  it  to  the  mother  of  Abon  Haffan,  who- 
'  is  knoyvnby  the  name  of  TheDebau* 

*  chee:   (he    lives  in  the  fame  divifion 

*  into  which  I  fent  the  judge  of  the  po- 

*  lice.    Return  immediately/ 

The  grand  vizier,  after  laying  his 
hand  upon  his  head,  and  proftrating 
himfelf  before  the  throne,  went  to  the 
bigh  treafurer,  who  gave  him  the  mp- 
ney,  which  he  ordered  a  flave  to  take, 
and  follow  him  to  Abon  Haffan's  mo- 
ther, to  whom  he  gave  it, faying  only — 

*  The  caliph  makes  you  this  prefent/ 
She  received  it  with  thegreateft  furprize 
imaginable,  and  could  not  tell  what  to 
thii.k  of  this  liberality  of  the  caliph's. 

During  the  grand  vizier's  abfence, 
the  judge  of  the  police  acted  for  him, 
in  making  the  report,  which  latted  till 
the  vizier  returned,  As  foon  as  became 
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Into  the  council -chamber,  and  had 
affured  Abon  Hnffan  he  had  done  as  he 
had  bid  him,  Mefrour,  the  chief  of  the 
eunuchs,  who  returned  to  the  palace 
after  he  had  conducted  Abon  Haflanto 
the  council,  came  again,  and  made  a 
fign  to  the  viziers,  the  emirs,  and  other 
officers,  that  the  council  was  done,  and 
that  they  might  all  retire;  which  they 
all  did,  by  making  the  fame  reverence 
and  obedience  as  when  they  entered. 

Abon  Haffan  fat  not  long  after  them, 
but  came  down  from  the  throne,  fup- 
ported  in  the  fame  manner  as  he  went 
up  to  it,  by  Mefrour  and  another  eu- 
nuch, who  attended  him  back  again  to 
the  apartment  from  whence  he  came, 
preceded  all  the  way  by  the  grand  vi- 
zier j  but  before  he  reached  the  apart- 
ment, he  was  taken  with  a  prefllng  oc- 
cafion,  upon  which  they  mewed  him 
into  a  convenient  clofet,  paved  with 
white  marble;  and  while  Abon  HafTan 
was  there,  the  grand  vizier  went  to  ac- 
quaint the  caliph  with  what  had  pafled, 
though  he  had  been  an  eye-witnefs  all 
the  time. 

When  Abon  Haflan  came  out  of  the 
clofet,    Mefrour  went  before  him,  to 
(hew  him  the  way  into  an  inner  apart- 
ment, where  there  was  a  table  fpread: 
feveral  eunuchs  ran  before  to  tell  the 
muficians  that  the  mam  caliph  was  com- 
ing, who  immediately  began  a  concert 
of  vocal  and  inftrumental  mufick,  with 
which   Abon  Haflan    was  fo  charmed 
and  tranfported,  that  he  could  not  tell 
what  to  think  of  all  he  faw  and  heard. 
If  this  is  a  dream,'  faid  he,  *  it  is  a 
long  one.     But  certainly,'  continu- 
ed he,  «  it  is  no  dream;  for  I   can  fee 
andfeel,  wnlk,  hear,  and  argue  rea- 
fonably.  Whatever  it    is,  I  truft  in 
God  ;  yet  I  cannot   believe  but  I  am 
the  Commander  of  the  Faithful,  for 
no  other  perfon   could   live  in  this 
fpiendor,     The  honour   and  refpect 
that  is  given  me,  and  the  obedience 
paid  to  my  commands,  are  fufficient 
proofs.' 

In  fhort,  Abon  Haffan  took  it  for 
granted  that  he  was  caliph,  and  the 
Commander  of  the  Faithful;  and  was 
fully  convinced  of  it,  when  he  entered 
that  magnificent  and  fpacious  hall, 
which  was  finely  painted.  Seven  bands 
of  muficians  were  placed  round  thehall, 
and  as  many  gold  branches  hung  down 
from  the  ceiling,  which  was  painted 
with  blue  and  gold.  Jn  the  middle  of 


the  hall  there  was  fpread  a  table,  which 
was  ferved  up  with  all  manner  of  rari- 
ties, in  maffy  gold  plates  and  difliesj 
and  feven  young  beautiful  ladies,  dreff- 
ed  in  the  richeft  habits  of  the  moft  lively 
colours,  flood  round  this  table,  each 
with  a  fan  in  her  hand,  to  fan  Abon 
Haflan  when  at  dinner. 

If  ever  mortal  was  charmed,  Aboa 
HafTan  wa«,  at  «very  ftep  he  took  in 
that  (lately  hall;  he  could  not  help  (lop- 
ping to  contemplate  all  the  wonders 
that  regaled  his  eyes,  and  turned  his 
head  firlt  to  one  fide,  and  then  again  on 
the  other,  which  made  the  caliph  almoft 
fplit  his  fides  with  laughing.  At  laft 
he  went  and  fat  down  at  the  table,  and 
prefently  all  the  ladies  whoftood  about 
it  began  to  fan  him.  He  looked  firft  at 
one,  and  then  at  another,  and  admireJ 
the  grace  with  which  they  acquitted 
themfelves;  and  told  them  with  a  (mile, 
that  he  believed  one  fan  was  enough 
to  cool  him  j  and  would  have  fix  of 
the  ladies  fit  at  table  with  him,  three  o« 
his  right-hand  and  three  on  his  left;  and 
that  as  the  table  was  round,  which  way 
foever  he  turned,  his  eyes  might  b* 
faluted  with  agreeable  objects,. 

The  fix  ladies  obeyed ;  and  Aboa 
Haflan  taking  notice,  that  outof.re- 
fpect  they  did  not  e^t,  helped  then* 
himfelf,  and  invited  them  to  eat  in  the 
moft  prefling  and  obliging  terms. 
Afterwards  he  afked  their  names,  whidt 
they  told  him  were,  White  Neck,  Coral 
Lips,  Fair  Face,  Sun-Shine,  Heart's 
Delight,Sweet- Looks,  and  flie  who  fan- 
ned him  was  Sugar- Cane.  The  many 
foft  things  he  faid  upon  their  names, 
fhewed  him  to  be  a  man  of  fprightly 
wit,  and  very  much  increafed  the  efteenx 
which  thecaliph  (who faw  everything) 
had  for  him. 

When  the  ladies  faw  that  Abon 
Haffan  had  done  eating,  one  of  them, 
faid  to  the  eunuchs  who  waited — *  The 
*  Commander  of  the  Faithful  will  gci 
'  into  the  next  hall  to  the  deflert;  bring 
'  fome  water.'  Upon  which  they  all 
arofe  from  the  table  ;  and  taking  from 
the  eunuchs,  one  a  gold  bafon,  another- 
an  ewer,  and  a  third  a  towel,  kneeled 
down  before  Abon  Haflan,  and  pre- 
fented  them  to  him  to  wafh  his  hands,  ' 
who,  as  foon  as, he  had  done,  got  up; 
and,  after  an  eunuch  had  opened  the 
door,  went,  preceded  by  Mefrour,  who 
never  left  him,  into  another  hall,  as 
large  as  the  former,  adorned  with  the 
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beft  paintings,  gold  veflels,  filk  tape- 
ftry,  and  other  rich  fcirniture.  There 
Jeven  other  bands  of  mufick  began  a 
new  concert  as  foon  as  Abon  Ha  flan 
appeared.  In  this  hall  there  were  fe- 
ven  gold  branches,  and  a  table  full  of 
dried  fweetmeats,  and  the  moft  choice 
and  exquifite  fruits,  raifed  in  pyramids, 
in  feven  golden  bafons ;  and  feven  la- 
dies, more  beautiful  than  the  others, 
landing  round  it,  with  fans  in  their 
hands. 

Thefe  new  objects  put  Abon  Haflan 
into  a  greater  admiration  than  ever  ; 
•who,  after  he  had  made  a  full  (top,  and 
given  the  moft  fenfible  maiks  of  his 
furprize  and  aftonilhment,  went  di- 
re&ly  to  the  table;  where, fitting  down, 
he  gazed  a  confiderable  time  at  the  fe- 
ven ladies  with  an  embarraflment  that 
plainly  (hewed  he  knew  not  which  to 
give  the  preference  to.  At  laft  he  or- 
dered them  all  to  fit  down,  and  eat  with 
him,  telling  them  that  it  was  not  fo 
hot  but  he  could  fpare  them  that  trou- 
ble. 

When  the  ladies  were  all  placed 
about  him,  the  firft  thing  he  did  was 
to  alk  their  names,  which  were  different 
from  the  other  feven,  and  exprefled 
fome  perfection  of  either  mind  or  body, 
which  diftinguifhed  them  from  one 
another  5  and  upon  which  he  took  an 
opportunity,  when  he  prefented  them 
•with  fruit,  &c.  to  f?.y  fomewhat  that 
was  handfome.  '  Take  this  fig,'  faid 
faid  he  to  Chain  of  Hearts,  who  fat  on 
his  right-hand,  «  and  render  the  fetters 
*  with  which  you  load  me  at  firft  fight 
'  more  fupportable.'  And  fo  went  on 
to  the  reft.  By  thefe  ways  Abon  Haf- 
fan  pleafed  and  diverted  the  caliph  more 
and  more,  who  was  refolved  10  carry 
on  this  fcene,which  entertained  him  fo 
agreeably. 

After  Abon  Haflan  had  tafted  of  all 
the  fruits,  &c.  he  got  up,  and  followed 
Mefrour  into  a  third  hall,  much  more 
magnificently  furniftied  than  the  other 
twoj  where  he  was  received  by  the 
fame  number  of  muficians  and  ladies, 
•who  ftood  about  a  table  covered  over 
with  all  manner  of  wet  fweetmeats. 
After  he  had  looked  about  him  with  . 
new  admiration,  he  advanced  to  the 
table,  the  mufick  playing  all  the  time, 
which  ceafed  when  he  fat  down.  The 
feven  ladies  fat  down  with  him,  by  his 
order,  and  helped  themfelves,  as  he  de- 
fired  them,  to  what  they  liked  beft  j 


and  afterwards  he  informed  himfelf  6f" 
their  names,  which  pleafed  him  as  much 
the  others  had  done. 

By  this  time,  the  day  beginning  to 
clofe,  Abon  Haflan  was  conducted  into 
a  fourth  hall,  much  more  ftately  and 
magnificently  furnifhed,  lighted  with 
wax-candles,  in  feven  gold  branches 
and  fconces,  which  were  placed  all 
round  it  5  all  which  made  a  glorious 
light.  Abon  Haffan  found  the  fame 
number  of  muficians  here  as  he  bad 
done  in  the  other  halls;  and  faw  alfo 
as  many  ladies  Handing  round  a  table, 
furnifhed  with  fuch  things  as  were  pro- 
per to  promote  drinking.  There  h« 
faw  a  beaufet,  which  he  had  not  ob- 
ferved  in  any  of  the  other  halls,  which 
was  fet  out  with  feven  large  iilver  fla- 
gons, full  of  the  choiceft  wines,  and 
feven  cryftal  glafles  by  them. 

All  the  day  long,  Abon  Haflan  had 
drank  nothing  but  water,  according  to 
a  cuftom  obferved  at  Bagdad,  from  the 
nigheft  to  the  loweft,  who  never  d.rink 
wine  till  the  evening ;  it  being  account- 
ed the  moft  fcandalous  thing  in  the 
world  to  be  feen  drunk  in  the  ftreets  in 
the  day-time. 

As  foon  as  Abon  Haffan  entered  the 
fourth  hall, he  wentdirecllyto  thetable, 
and  fat  down,  and  was  a  long  time  in 
a  kind  of  extafy  at  the  fight  of  thofe 
feven  ladies,  who  were  much  more 
beautiful  than  all  he  had  beheld  in  the 
other  halls.  He  was  very  defirous  to 
know  all  their  names;  but  as  the  mu- 
fick played  then  fo  very  loud  that  he 
could  not  hear  them  fpeak,  he  made  a  ' 
fign  for  them  to  leave  off  playing. 
Then  taking  one  of  the  ladies  who  ftood 
next  to  him  by  the  hand,  he  made  her 
fit  down  by  him;  and,  prefenting  her 
with  fome  of  thofe  relifhing  viands  be-  ' 
fore  them,  afked  her  name.  '  Com- 
*  mander  of  the  Faithful,'  faid  the 
lady,  «  I  am  called  Clufter  of  Pearls.' 
— *  No  name,'  replied  Abon  Haffan, 
could  have  more  properly  exprefled 
your  worth;  and,  indeed,  your  teeth 
exceed  the  fineft  pearls!  Clufter  of 
Pearls,'  added  he,  *  fincethatis  your 
name,  oblige  me  with  a  glafs  of  wine 
from  your  fair  hand.'  The  lady 
went  prefently  to  the'  beaufet,  and 
brought  him  a  glafs  with  a  pleafant 
air/  Abon  Haflan  look  the  glafs  with 
a  fmiie;  and,  looking  pafTionately  upon 
her,  faid  —  *  Clufter  of  Pearls,  your 
'  heahh.  Idefireyou  to  fill  out  as  much 

*  for 
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*  for  yourfelf,  and  pledge  me.'     Ac- 
cordingly (lie  went  to  the  beaufet,  and 
returned  with  a  glafs  in  her  hand;  but, 
before  (lie  drank,  (he  fung  a  fong,  and 
by  the  fweetnefs  of  her  voice  ravifhed 
his  fenfes. 

After  Abon  Haflan  had  drank,  he 
inaile  another  lady  lit  down;  and,  pre- 
ienting  her  with  fome  of  the  viands, 
afked  her  name,  which  (he  told  him  was 
the  Morning- Star.  *  Your  bright  eyes,' 
faid  he,  '  (nine  with  greater  luftre  than 
«  that  ftar  you  .bear  the  name  of.  Do 

*  me  the  pleafure  to   bring  me  fome 
'  wjne:'  which  (he  did  with  an  extra- 
ordinary grace.     Then  turning  to  the 
third  lady,  whofe  name  was  Day-Light, 
he  ordered  her  to  do  the  fame;   and  fo 
on  to  the  feventh,  to  the  extreme  fatis- 
faftion  of  the  caliph. 

When  they  had  all  filled  him  round, 
Clufter  of  Pearls  went  to  the  beaufet, 
poured  out  a  glafs  of  wine,  and,  put- 
ting in  a  pinch  of  the  fame  powder  the 
caliph  had  ufed  the  night  before,  pre- 
fented   it  to  Abon  Haflan.      <   Com- 
mander of  the  Faithful,'    faid  (he, 
I  beg  your  majefty  to  take  this  glafs 
of  wine  ;  and,  before  you   drink  it 
off,  do  me  the  favour  to  hear  a  fong 
I  have  made  to-day,  and  which  may 
not  difpleafe  you.' — '  With  all  my 
heart,'  faid  Abon  Haflan,  taking  the 
lafs;    '  and,    as  Commander  of  the 
Faithful,  I  command  you  to  fmg  it; 
for  I  am  perfuaded  that  fo  beautiful 
a  lady  as  yourfelf  muft  abound  with 
wit  and  humour.'     The  lady  took  a 
lute,  and  tuning  it  to  her  voice,  fung 
with  fo  much  juftnefs  and  grace,  and 
with    fuch    delicate    turns  of  thought 
and  expreflion,  that  Abon  Haflan  was 
in  perfect  extafy  all  the  time;  and  was 
fo  much  delighted,  that  he  ordered  her 
to  fing  it  again. 

When  the  lady  had  done,  Abon 
Haflan  drank  off  his  glafs;  and,  turn- 
ing his  head  towards  her  to  give  her  thofe 
praifes  which  he  thought  due  to  her,  * 
fell  faft  afleep,  with  his  mouth  open 
gaping,  and  his  eyes  clofe  (hut,  juft 
in  the  fame  condition  as  when  the  ca- 
liph brought  him  from  home;  who 
took  a  greater  fatisfaftion  in  this  fcene 
than  he  could  have  promifed  himfelf. 
One  of  the  ladies  flood  ready  to  catch 
the  glafs,  which  fell  out  of  his  hand  j 
and  then  the  caliph,  who  was  all  along  a 
jpe&ator  of  what  had  palfcd,  came  into 
the  hall  to  them,  and  ordered  Abon 


Haflan  to  be  drefled  again  in, his  own 
cloaths,  and  to  be  carried  back  again 
to  his  own  houfe  by  the  fame  flave  who 
brought  him,  charging  him 'to  lay  him 
on  a  fofa  in  the  fame  room,  and  to  leave 
the  door  open. 

The  flave  took  Abon  Ha  flan  upon 
his  moulders,   and  carried  him  home 
by  a  back-door  of  the  palace,  and  re- 
turned with  fpeed,  to  acquaint  the  ca- 
liph that  he  had   executed   his    com- 
mands.     *    Well,'    faid    the    caliph, 
Abon  Haflan  wifhed  only  to  be  caliph, 
for  one  day,  to  punifh  the  imam  of 
the  mofque,  and  the  four  fcheiks,  or 
old  men  of  his  divifion,  who  had  dif- 
pleafed  him  :   I  have  procured   him 
the  means,  and  he  ought  to  be  con- 
tent.' 

In  the  mean  time,  Abon  HafTan,  who 
was  laid  upon  a  fofa  by  the  (lave,  flept 
very  late  the  next  morning.  When  the 
powder  was  worked  off,  Abon  Haflan 
opened  his  eyes  ;  and,  finding  himfelf 
at  home,  was  in  the  utmoft  furprize. 
«  Clufter ofPearls!— Morning-Star! — 
«  Coral-Lips!— Fair-Face!'  cried  he, 
calling  the  ladies  of  the  palace  by  their 
names  as  he  remembered  them;  '  where 
'  are  you  ?  Come  hither!' 

Abon  Haflan  called  fo  loud,  that  his 
mother,  who  was  in  her  own  apart- 
ment., heard  him  ;  and  running  to  him 
upon  the  noife  he  made,  faid — '  What 
'  do  you  mean,  fon  ?  Whatis  the  mat- 
'  ter?'  At  thefe  words  Abon  Haflan 
lifted  up  his  head ;  and,  looking  haugh- 
tily at  his  mother,  faid — '  Good  wo- 

*  man,  who  is  it  you  call  fon?' — <  Why 
'  you,'  anfwered  his  mother  very  calm- 
ly ;  «  are  not  you  Abon  Haflan  my  fon? 

*  Jt  is  a  ftrange  thtng  that  you  have 
'  forgot  yourfelf!' — «  I  your  fon,  old 
«  trull  ["replied /Vbon  Haflan.  'Thou 

*  art  mad,  and  knowcft  not  what  thou 
'  fayeft  !  I  am  not  Abon  Haflan,  I  tell 
'  you,    but   the   Commander   of  the 
«  Faithful!' 

'  Hold  your  tongue,  fon  !'  anfwered 
the  mother;  «  one  would  think  you 

*  were  a  fool,  to  hear  you  talk  thus!'— 
'  You  are  an  old  fool  yourfelf!'  re- 
plied Abon  Haflan.     '  I  tell  you  once 

*  more  that  I  am  the  Commander  of 
«  the  Faithful,   and    God's  vicar    0n 
«  earth!'— 'Ah,  child!'  cried  the  mo- 
ther, <  is  it  poflibie  that  I  (hould  hear 
«  you  utter  fuch  words,  that  (hew  you 
«  are  diftra&ed  !  What  evil  Genius  pof- 

*  fefles  you,  to  make  you  talk  at  this 

S  N  "  *  rate? 
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*  rate?    God  blefs  you,   and  preferve 

*  you  from  the  power  of  Satan  !    You 
'  are  my  fon  Abon  Haffan,  and  I  am 
'  your  mother.' 

After  fhe  had  made  life  of  all  the  ar- 
guments file  could   think  of  to  bring 
him  to  himfelf,  and  to  fliew  how  great 
an  error  he  was  in,  fhe  faid — *.  Do  not 
you  fee  that  the  room  you  are  now  in 
is  your  own,  and  is  not  like  a  cham- 
ber fit  for  the  Commander  of  the  Be- 
lievers ?    Think,  fertoufly  of  what  I 
have  faid  to  you,  and  do  not  fancy 
things  that  are  not,  nor  ever  can  be?' 
Abon  Hafftn  heard  ail  thefe  remon- 
frrances  of  his  mother  very  patiently, 
holding  down  his  eyes,  and  clapping 
his  hands  before  his  face,  like  one  who 
•was  looking  into  himfelf,  to  examine 
the  truth   of  what  he  faw  and  heard. 
At  lalt,  he  (aid  to  his  mother,  juft  as  if 
he  was  come  out  of  a  deep  fleep,  and 
•with  his  hands  in  the  fame  pofture— — 
'  Methinks  I  am  Abon  HafTanj  you 

*  are  my  mother,  and  I  am  in  my  own 

*  room.'     Then  looking  round  about 
him,  he  added — *  I  am  Abon  Haffan  j 

*  there  is  no  doubt  of  it ;  and  I  cannot 

*  comprehend  how  this  fancy  came  into 

*  my  head.' 

The  mother  really  believed  that  her 
fon  was  cured  of  that  diforder  of  his 
mind,  and  began  to  laugh,  and  afk  him 
tjueftions  about  his  dream  ;  when  all 
on  a  i'udden  he  ftarted  up  on  his  breech, 
and  looking  crofsly  at  his  mother,  faid— 
Old  ibrcereis  !  thou  knoweft  not  what 
thou  fayeft.  I  am  not  thy  fon,  nor 
thou  my  mother;  but  the  fon  of  the 
Commander  of  the  Faithful  j  and 
thou  (halt  never  perfuade  me  to  the 
contrary!" — '  For  heaven's  fake,  fon,' 
aid  the  mother,  «  let  us  leave  off  this 
difcourfe,  and  talk  of  fomething  elfe, 
for  fear  fome  misfortune  fhould  hap- 
pen to  us.  I  will  tell  you  what  fell 
out  yefterday  in  our  divifion  to  the 
imam  of  the  mofque,  and  the  four 
fcheiks  our  neighbours  :  the  judge  of 
the  police  came  and  feizecl  them,  and 
gave  each  of  them  I  do  not  know 
how  many  ftrokes  with  a  bull's  pizzle; 
and  afterwards  led  them  through  all 
the  fti  etts,  with  a  cryer  before  them, 
who  proclaimed,  that  that  was  the 
punimment  of  all  thofe  who  troubled 
themfelv'es -about  other  folks  bufmefs, 
and  fet  their  neighbours  at  variance  j 
and  ordered  them  never  to  come  into 
our  divificn  again.'  Abon  Ilaflan's 


mother  could  not  imagine  that  her  for* 
had  any  fliare  in  this  adventure,  and 
therefore^turned  the  difcourfe  ibis  way 
to  put  him  out  of  the  conceit  of  being 
the  Commander  of  the  Faithful  •,  but 
inftead  of  effacing  that  idea,  Ihe  rather 
ftrengthened  it. 

Abon  Haflan  no  fooner  heard  this 
relation,  but  he  cried  out-^-'  I  am  neither 
'  thy  fon,  nor  Abon  HafVan,  but  cer- 
'  tainly  the  Commander  of  the  Be- 

*  Jieveis  !   I  cannot  doubt   of  it  after 

*  what  you  have  told  me.   Know  then, 
'  that  it  was  by  my 'order  that  the  imam 
'  and  the  four  fcheiks  were  punifhed  ^ 
'   and    I   tell   you,   I  am  certainly  the 
'  Commander  of  the  Faithful  ;  there- 

*  fore  do  not  tell  me  any   more  of  it's 

*  being  a  dream.  I  was  not  afleep,  but 
'  as  much  awake  as  I  am  now.     You 

*  do  me  a  pleafure  to  con  firm  what  the 
'  judge  of  the  police  told   me  he  had 
'  executed  according  to  my  order  ;  and 

*  I  am   overjoyed   that  the  imam   and 

*  the  four  fcheiks,  thofe  great  hypo- 
'  crites,  were  fo  chattifed  ;  and  would 

*  be   glad  to  know  how  I  came  here. 

*  God  be  prailed  for  all  things!  I  am 

*  certainly   Commander  of  the  Faith- 
'  ful  ;  and  all  thy  arguments  mall  not 
'  convince  me  to  the  contrary.' 

The  mother,  who  could  not  divine  or 
imagine  why  her  fon  fupported  and 
maintained  himfelf  fo  ftrenuoufly  to  be 
caliph,  never  difputed  but  that  he  had 
loft  his  fenfes  when  (he  found  he  in- 
filled fo  much  upon  a  thing  that  was  fo 
incredible  ;  and  in  this  thought  laid — • 

*  I  pray  God,  fon,  to  have  mercy  upon 
'  you!  Pray  do  not  talk  fo  madly.  Be- 
'  feech  God  to  forgive  you,  and  give 
'  you   grace  to  talk  more  reafonably. 
«   What   would    the  world  fay    to  hear 

*  you  rave  in  this  manner?  Do  not  you 

*  know,  they  fay  walls  have  ears?' 
Thefe   remon (trances  only    enraged 

Abon  Haflan  the  more}  and  he  was  fo 
provoked  at  his  mother,  that  he  faid— 
Old   woman,  I  have  bid  you  once  al- 
ready to  hold  your  tongue  !  If  you  do 
not,  I  fhall  rife,  and  give  you  caufe  to 
repent   it  all  your  life  time.     I  am 
the  caliph,   and  the  Commander  of 
the  Believers  j  and  you  ought  to  be- 
Jiwe  me  when  I  fay  fo.' 
The   good  woman,   perceiving  that 
he  was  more  lunatick  than  ever,  aban- 
doned herfelf  to  tears  j  and,  beating  her 
face  and   breaft,   exprefled   the  utmoft 
gvief  and  aitunifhment  to  fee  her  fon  in 

that 
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that  diftraftion.  Abon  HafTan,  inftead 
of  being  appeafed  and  moved  by  his 
mother's  tears,  on  the  contrary  loft  all 
the  refpeft  due  from  a  fon  tohis  mother  ; 
ami,  getting  up  haftily,  and  laying  hold 
of  a  cane, /ran  to  his  mother  in  great 
fury,  and  in  a  threatening  manner  faid — 
«  Tell  me  prefentty,  wicked1  vvoinan  ! 
'-  who  I  am  ?' — *  I  'do  not  believe,  Ton,' 
replied  (he,  looking  at  him  tenderly, 
and  void  of  fear,  '  that  you  are  fo 
s  abandoned  by  God,  not  to  know  your 

<  mother,  who  brought   you   into   the 
«  world,    and    yourfelf.       Indeed   you 
«  are   my  dear  fon   Abon  HafTan;  and 
«  are  very  much   in  the  wrong  to  arro- 
«  gste  to  youriVlf  the  title  of  our  fo- 
'   vereiVn  lord  the  Caliph   Haroun    AU 
«  rafc  hid,  after  the  noble  and  generous 

*  preftnt  that  monarch  made  us  yerter- 
«  day.     In  Ihort,  I  forgot  to  tell  you, 
'  that   the  grand  vizier  Giafar  came  to 
'  me  yefterday;  and,   putting  a   purfe 

<  of    a    thoufand    pieces   of    gold    into 
'  my  hands,   bid  me  pray  for  the  Com- 
'  mander  of  the   Faithful,  who   made 

*  me  that  prefent.' 

At  thefe  words  Abon  Haflan  grew 
quite  mad.     The  circumftances  of  the 
caliph's  liberality  his  mother  told  him 
of,   perfuaded  him   more  than  ever  that 
he  was  caliph, 'remembering  how  he 
had  lent  the  vizier.  «  Well,  old  hag!' 
cried  he,  *  will  you  be  convinced  when 
I  tell  you  that  I  ft-nt  you  thole  thou- 
fand pieces  of  gold  by  my  grand  vizier 
Giafar,  who  obeyed  my  commands, 
as  I  was  Commander  of  the  Faithful. 
Bur,    inllead   of  believing    me,  thou 
endeavoured    to   diftract    me  by  thy 
conrVadi6lions,  and  maintaining  with 
obttinacy  that  I  am  thy  fon.  But  thou 
fhalr  not  go  long  unpunifhed.'  After 
thefe   words,   he  was   fo  unnatural,  in 
t-he  height  of  his  phrenzy,  to  beat  her 
cruelly  with  his  cane. 

The  poor  mother,  who  could  not 
have  thought  that  her  fon  would  have 
come  fo  foon  from  words  to  blows, 
called  out  for  help  fo  loud,  that  the 
neighbours  ran  in  to  her  afliftance.  But 
in  the  mean  time,  Abon  Haflan,  at  every 
ftroke,  arked  her  if  he  was  the  Com- 
mander of  the  Faithful  ;  to  which  (he 
always  anfwered  tenderly,  that  he  was 
her  ion. 

By  the  time  the  neighbours  came  in, 
Abon  Haffan"1s  rage  began  to  abtte. 
The  fir  11  who  entered  the  room  got  be- 
tween him  aud  his  mother,  and  taking 


the  Cine  out  of  his  hand,  faid  to  him — > 

What  are  you  doing,  Ahon  HafTan  ? 

Have  you  no  fear  of  God  norreafon? 

Did  evi-r  a  fon,  fo  well  brought  up  as 

you,   ever  dare  to  Itrike  his  mother? 

Are  you  not  afliamed  to  treat  yours 

fo,    who    loves    you     fo    tenderly  ?T 

Abon  HafTan  looked  at  him  who  fpoke 

without  returning  an  anfwer;and  thea 

flaring  on  all  that  followed  him,  faid 

— '  Who    is  that   Abon    Ha  Han    you 

*  fpeak  of?  Is  it  me  you  call  bv  that 
'  name?1 

This  queftion  put  the  neighbours  a 
little  to  the  ftnnd.  'How!'  fair!  he 
who  fpoke  firlr,  *  do  not  you  know 

*  your  mother  who  brought   you  up, 
c   and    with   whom    you    have   always 

*  lived  ?' — *  Be  gone  !  you  are  impeni- 
'  nent  people,'  replied  Abon  Kaftan : 
'  I  neither  know  her  nor  you,  and  will 
'  not  know  you.    I  am  not  Abon  Haf- 
'  fan;  hut  will  make  you  know,  to  your 
'  coft,   I  am  the   Commander  of  the 
«  Faithful.'. 

At  this  difcourfe  the  neighbours  no 
longer  doubted  hut  that  he  was  mad  ; 
and,  to  prevent  his  being  -guilty  of  the 
like  actions,  feized  him,  notwithftand- 
ing  hisreGftance,  and  bound  him  hand 
and  footj  while  one,  in  the  mean  time, 
ran  for  the  keeper  of  the  ho/pital  for 
mad  folks,  who  came  prelently,  witli 
a  bull's  pizzle,  chains,  and  handcuffs, 
and  a  great  many  attendants.  When 
they  entered  the  room,  Abon  HafTan, 
who  little  expeclcd  fuch  treatment,  en- 
deavoured all  he  cculd  to  unloofe  him- 
felf;  but  after  the  keeper  had  given 
him  two  or  three  fmart  ftrokes  upon  his 
moulders  with  the  bull's  pizzle,  lie  lay 
fo  quiet,  that  the  keeper  and  his  people 
might  do  what  they  would  with  him; 
who,  as  fooiT  as  they  had  bound  and 
manacled  him,  took  him  with  them  to 
the  hofpital;  where,  before  the  keeper 
put  him  into  a  room,  he  regaled  him 
with  fifty  ftrokes  of  the  bvili's  pizzle 
on  his  moulders  ;  which  he  repeated 
every  day,  without  pity,  for  three 
weeks;  bidding  him  to  remember  that 
he  was  not  the  Commander  of  the 
Faithful. 

Abon  HafTan's  mother  went  every 
dny  to  fee  her  fon,  and  could  not  for- 
bear crying  to  fee  him  fnil  away  daiiy, 
and  to  hear  him  fiy;h  and  coniplain  at 
the  hardships  he  endured.  In  fiiort, 
his  fhcuhiers,  back,  and  fides,  were  fo 
bliivk.  and  blue,  and  btuifeJ,  that  he 
3  N  a  could 
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could  not  tarn  himftif.  His  mother 
would  willingly  have  talked  with  him, 
to -comfort  him,  and  to  found  him  whe- 
ther he  ftill  retained  the  notion  of  be- 
ing  caliph;  but  whenever  (he  opened 
her  mouth,  he  rebuked  her  with  fo 
much  fury,  that  fhe  was  forced  to 
leave  him,  and  return'home  inconfolate 
at  his  obftinacy. 

At  laft  thofe  ttrong  and  lively  ideas 
which  Abon  Haflan  entertained  of  be- 
ing cloathed  in  the  caliph's  habit,  and 
having  ufed  all  his  authority,  and  be- 
ing obeyed  very  punctually,  and  treated 
like  the  true  cajiph,  and  which  per- 
fuaded  him  when  he  awaked  that  he 
was  fo,  all  began  to  be  infenfibly  ef- 
faced. Sometimes  he  would  fay  to 
himfelf — '  If  I  was  the  caliph  and 
'  commander  of  the  believers,  how 

*  came  I  home  drefled  in  my  own  ap- 
'  parel  ?     Why  mould  I  not  have  been 

*  attended   by   eunuchs    and    ladies  ? 
'  Why  ftiould  my  grand  vizier  Giafar, 

*  and  all  thofe  emirs  and  governors  of 
'  provinces,  who  proftrated  themfelves 
'  at  my  feet,  forfakeme?     Undoubt- 
'  edly,   if  I  had   any  authority  over 
'  them,  they  would  have  delivered  me 
'  all  this  time  out  of  this   miferable 

*  condition  I  am  in.  Certainly  I  ought 
«  to  look  upon  all  as  a  dream.     It  is 

*  true  I  commanded  the  judge  of  the 

*  police  to  punifh  the  imam,  and  four 

*  old  men  his  companions.     I  ordered 
'  Giafar,  the  grand  vizier,  to  carry  my 

*  mother  a  thoufand  pieces  of  gold; 

*  and  all  my  commands  were  executed. 

*  All  thefe  things  are  obftacles  to  my 
'  believing  it  a  dream  :   but  yet  there 
'  are  fo  many  things  that  I  cannot  com- 

*  prehend,  nor  never  ihall,  that  I  will 
<  put  my  truft  in  God,  who  knows  all 
«  things.' 

Abon  Haflan  was  taken  up  with 
thefe  thoughts  and  fentiments,  when 
his  mother  came  to  fee  him  j  who  found 
him  fo  much  altered  and  changed  from 
what  he  had  been,  that  (he  let  fall  a 
torrent  of  tears;  in  the  midft  of  which 
She  fainted  him  as  (he  ufed  to  do,  and  he 
returned  her  falute,  which  he  had  never 
done  before  while  he  had  been  in  the 
hofpital.  This  civility  (he  looked  up- 
on to  be  a  good  fign.  '  Well,  fon,' 
faidftve,  '  how  do  you  do,  and  how  do 
'  you  find  yourfelf  ?  Have  you  re- 
«  nounced  all  thofe  whims  and  fancies 
'  which  fome  curled  demon  had  put  into 
'  your  bead  ?'•— *  Indeed,  mother,'  re- 


plied Abon  Haflan,  very  rationally  and 
calmly,  '  I  acknowledge  my  error,  and 
beg  of  yoti  to  forgive  the  execrable 
crime  which   I  have  been  guilty  of 
towards  you,  and  which  I  deteft.     I 
afk  pardon  alfo  of  my  neighbours* 
whom  I  have  abufed/    I  have  been 
deceived  by  a  dream  j  but  by  fo  ex- 
traordinary a  one,  and  fo  like  the 
truth,  that  any  other  perfon,  to  whom 
fuch  a  thing  might  have  happened, 
would  have  been  guilty  of  as  -great 
extravagance  j  and  I  am  at  this  in- 
ftant  fo  much  perplexed  about  it,  that 
I  can  hardly  perfuade  myfelf  but  that 
it  was  matter  of  fa<5L  But,  whatever 
it  was,  I  do,  and  always  will,  look 
tipon  it  as  a  dream  and  illufion.     I 
am  convinced  that  I  am  not  the  (ha- 
dow  of  a  caliph,  and  commander  of 
the  faithful,   but  Abon  Haflan  your 
fon ;   and   fhall  forget  that  fatal  day 
which   covered  me  with  fhame  and 
confufion,   and    honour  and  refpect 
you  all  my  life  as  I  ought.' 
At  thefe  fenfible  words,  the  mother 
of  Abon   Hafian  changed  the  tears  of 
her  forrow  and  afHi&ion  into  thofe  of 
joy,  to  find  her  fon  fo  well  recovered. 
4  My  dear  child/  faid  (he,  tranfported 
with  pleafure,    '   my  fatisfaclion  and 
comfort  is  inexprefllble  to  hear  you 
talk  fo  reafonably,  and  gives  me  as 
much  joy  as  if  I  had  brought  you 
into  the  world  a  fecond  time.     But  I 
muft  obferve  one  thing  in  this  ad- 
venture,   which    you    may  not  have 
taken  notice  of.     The  ftranger  that 
you  brought  home  one  night  to  fup 
with  you,  went  away  without  (hut- 
ting your  chamber- door  after  him, 
as  you  defiied  hiaij  which  I  believe 
gave  fome  demon  an  opportunity  to 
enter,  and  put  you  into  that  horrible 
illufion  you  were  in.  And  therefore,, 
my  fon,   you  ought  to  return  God 
thanks  for  your  deliverance,  and  be- 
feech   him  to  keep  you   out  of  the 
fnares  of  the  evil  fpi.-it.' 
*  You  have  found  out  the  fource  of 
my   misfortunes,'    anfwered    Abon 
laflan.     '  It  was   that  very  night   I 
had  this   dream,   which  turned   my 
brain.     I  bid  the  merchant  exprefsly 
to  (hut  the  door  after  himj  and  now  I 
find  he  did  not  do  it,  I  am  perfuaded, 
as  well  as  you,  fome  devil  came  in, 
and  filled  my  head  full  of  thefe  fan- 
cies.    For  they  .at  Mouflel  are  not  fo 
well  convinced  that  the  devil  is  the 
•  caufe 
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caufe  of  troublefome  dreams  as  we 
are  at  Bagdad.     But  fmce,  mother, 
you   fee  I  am  fo  well  recovered,   for 
God's  fake  get  me  out  of  this  hellifh 
place/  The  mother,  glad  to  hear  her 
fen  fo  well  cured  of  his  foolifh  ima- 
gination   of  being   caliph,    went    im- 
mediately to  the  keeper,  and  affuring 
him  trnt  he  was  very  fenfible  and  well, 
he  came  and  examined  him,  and  after- 
wards gave  him  his  liberty. 

When  Abon  HarTan  got  home,  he 
ftaid  within  doors  fome  days  to  com- 
fort himfelf  by  better  food  and  nourifh- 
ment  than  what  he  had  at  the  hofpital. 
But  when  he  had  recovered  his  ftrengih, 
and  refrefhed  himfelf  after  this  hai  (h 
treatment,  he  began  to  be  weary  with 
/pending  his  evenings  alone,  and  fo  en- 
tered again  upon  the  fame  way  of  liv- 
ing as  before}  which  was,  to  provide 
enough  every  day  to  regale  a  ftranger 
at  night. 

The  day  on  which  Abon  Haflan  re- 
newed this  cuftom,  happened  to  be  the 
firft  day  of  the  month;  which  was  the 
day  that  the  caliph  always  fets  apart  to 
go  difguifed  through  the  town,  to  ob- 
ferve  what  irregularities  were  commit- 
ted in  the  government  of  the  city. 
Towards  the  evening  he  went  to  the 
bridge,  and  fat  himfelf  on  a  bench 
which  was  fixed  to  the  parapet;  where, 
looking  about  him,  he  perceived  the 
caliph  difguifed  again  like  a  Moufiel 
merchant,  and  followed  by  the  fame 
flave;  and  perluaded  that  all  his  mis- 
fortunes were  owing  to  the  caliph's 
leaving  his  door  open,  whom  he  took 
for  a  merchant,  he  fwooned  at  the  fight 
of  him.  '  God  preferve  me!'  laid  he; 

*  if  lam  not  deceived,  there  is  the  ma- 

*  gician   again    who    enchanted     me.' 
And  thereupon    got  up,    and    looked 
over   the   parapet  into  the  river,  that 
he  might  notice  him. 

The  caliph,  who  had  a  mind  to  car- 
ry  on  this  joke  farther,  had  taken  a 
great  deal  of  care  to  inform  himfelf  of 
all  that  had  happened  when  Abuii  Haf- 
lan waked  at  home,  and  conceived  a 
great  pleafure  at  the  relation  given  him, 
efpecially  at  his  being  lent  to  a  mad- 
houfe.  But  as  that  monarch  was  both 
juft  andgenerous,  and  had  taken  a  great 
liking  to  Abon  Haflan,  he  defigned, 
after  he  had  carried  on  this  fcene,  to 
take  him  into  his  palace;  and,  to  pur- 
fue  this  project,  he  had  dreffed  himfelf 
n  like  a  merchant  of  Mouflel.  H« 


perceived  Abon  Hafifan  at  the  fame  time 
that  he  faw  him,  and  prefently  guefled 
by  his  actions  that  he  was  angry  with 
him,  and  wanted  to  fhnn  him.  This 
made  him  walk  clofe  to  the  parapet 
Abon  HafTan  leaned  over;  and  when 
he  came  nigh  him,  he  put  his  head  over 
to  look  him  in  the  face.  *  Ho,  brother 

*  Abon  Haflan!'  faid  he,  «  is  it  you  ? 
'  Give  me  leave  to  embrace  you  ?'— 
'  Not  I,' replied  Abon  Haflan  roughly, 
without  looking  at  the  pretended  Mouf- 
fel  merchant;  '  I  will  not  embrace  you. 
'  I  have  nothing  to  fay  to  you.     Go 

*  along r 

<  WW,'  anfwered  the  caliph,  «  d« 

*  not  you  know  me  ?     Do  not  you  re- 

*  member  the  evening  we  fpent  toge- 

*  ther  at  your  houfe  this  day  month, 

*  where  you  did  me  the  honour  to  treat 
'  me  very  seneroufly  ?'— *  No,"1  replied 
Abon  Haflan  ;   '  I  do  not  know  you, 
«  nor  what  you  talk  about.     Go,  I  fay 
'  again,  about  your  bufinefs.'' 

The  caliph  was  not  to  be  dafhed 
with  this  rude  behaviour  of  Abon  Haf- 
fan.  He  knew  very  well  the  law  he 
had  impofed  upon  himfelf,  never  to 
have  any  commerce  again  with  a  ftrang- 
er he  had  once  entertained;  and  though 
Abon  Haflan  had  declared  fo  much  to 
him,  he  pretended  to  be  ignorant  of  it. 

*  I  cannot  btlieve,'  fa  id  he,   '  but  you 

*  muft  know  me  again.     It  is  not  pof- 

{  fible  that  you  fliould  have  forgot  me" 
'  in  fo  fhort  a  time.     Certainly  fome. 

*  misfortune  has  befallen  you,  which 
'  gives  you  this  aveifion.     However, 

*  you  ought  to  remember,  that  I  mew 

*  my   acknowledgment   by    my  good 

*  wifhes,  and  that  1  have  offered  you 
'  my  intereft,  which  is  not  defpicable, 
«  in  an  affair  which  you  had  very  much 
'  at  heart/ 

'  I  do  rot  know,'  replied  Abon  Har*- 
fan,  '  what  your  intertft  may  be,  and 

*  I  have  no  defire  to  make  ufe  of  it; 
'  but  I  am  fenfible  the  utmoft  of  your 

*  wifhes  were  to  make  me  mad.     la 

*  God's  name,  I    fay  once  more,   go 

*  your  way,  and  trouble  me  no  more." 

'  Ah  !  brother  Abon  Haflan,'  replied 
the  caliph,  embracing  him,  *  I  do  not 

*  intend  to  part  with  you  in  this  man- 

*  ner,  fmce  I  have  had  the  good  for- 

*  tune  to  meet  with  you  a  fecond  time: 
'  you  muft  exercife  the  fame  hofpitality 
«  towards   me  again   that  you   (hewed 
'  me  a  month  ago,  when  I  had  the  ho- 
'  nour  to  drink  with  you,' 

«  I  have 
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*  I  have  protefted  againft  it,'  faid 
Abon  Ha  (Tan  ;  '  and  have  fo  much 
'  power  over  myfelf  as  not  to  receive 

*  fuch  a  man  as  you.     You  know  the 

*  proverb — "  Take  up  your  drum  and 
«  begone."     Make  the  application  to 

*  yourfelf.     God  be  with  you  !    You 
«  have  been  the  caufe  of  my  misfor- 
<  tune,  and  I  will  not  venture  myfelf 
«  with  you  again.' — '  My  good  friend 

*  Abon  Haflan,'  faid  the  caliph,  em- 
bracing him  again,  '  I  beg  of  you  not 

*  to  treat  me  after  this  injurious  man- 
'  ner,  but  be  better  perfuaded  of  my 

*  friendship.     Do  me  the  favour  £o  tell 
«  me  what  has  happened  to  you;  for  I 

*  affure    you    I   wifh   you    well,    and 
«  would  be  glad  of  an  opportunity  to 
*,  make  you  an  amends  for  the  trouble 
«  I  have   caufed  you,   if  it  has  been 
'  actually  my  fault.'      Abon  Haifan 
yielded  to/ the  prefling  inftances  of  fhe 
caliph,  and  bid  him  fit  down  by  him. 
«  Your  incredulity  and  importunity,' 
faid  he,  *  have  tired  my  patience;  and 
«  what  I  am  going  to  tell  yout  will 
«  (hew  you  that  I  do  not  accufe  you 

*  wrongfully.' 

The  caliph  fat  down  by  Abon  ftaf- 
fan,  while  he  told  him  all  that  had  hap-- 
pened  to  him,  from  his  waking  in  the 
palace  to  his  waking  again  in  his  own 
houfe,  all  as  a  mere  dream,  with  all 
the    circumftances,   which  the    caliph 
knew  as  well  as  himfelf,  and  which  re- 
newed his  pleafure.     He  exaggerated 
afterwards   upon  the   impreflion    that 
dream  of  being  caliph  m'ade  upon  him; 
which,  he  faid,  threw  him  into  fuch 
extravagances,  that  he  was  carried  to 
the  mad- houfe,  and  ^ufed  very  barba-. 
roufly.  '  But,'  faid  he,  'what  will  fur- 
prize  you,  and  what  you  little  think 
of,  is,  that  it  was   altogether  your 
fault  that  thefe  things  fell  out;  fcr, 
if  you  remember,  I  defired  you  to 
fhut  the  door  after  you,  which  you 
neglected  ;  and  fome  devil  finding  it 
open,  put  this  dream  into  my  head  3 
which,  though  it  was  very  agreeable, 
was  the  caufe   of  the  misfortune  I 
complain  of.     Therefore   you,    for 
your  negligence,  are  anfwerable  for 
the  horrid  and  deteftable  crime  I  was 
guilty  of,  for  lifting  my  hand  againft 
my  mother,    whom    I   might    have 
killed,  and  committed  parricide,  be- 
caufe  (he  faid  I  was  her  fon,  and  me 
would  not  acknowledge  me  for  the 
Commander  of  the  Faithful,  Bcfidef, 


c  Iblum  when  I  think  of  it,  and  that 
'  all  my  neighbours  were  witnefies  of 
'  my  folly.'  In  fhort,  Abon  Haflan 
complained  of  his  misfortunes  with 
great  heat  and  vehemence,  and  did  hot 
forget  the  leaft  circumftance;  which 
pleafed  the  caliph  to  find  that  he  had 
fucceeded  fo  well,  who  could  not  help 
burfting  into  laughter  at  the  funplicity 
wherewith  he  related  them. 

Abon  Haffan,  who  thought  that  h!» 
ftory  mould  rather  move  companion, 
and  that  every  one  ought  to  be  as  much 
concerned  at  it  as  himfelf,  very  much 
relented   the  pretended   Mouflel  mer- 
chant's laughter.,    «  What!'  faid  he, 
do  you  make  a  jeft  of  me  to  laugh  in 
my  face  ?-  or  do  you  believe  that'l  do 
not  fpeak    ferioufly?     If  you  want 
proofs  for  what  I  advance,  look  and 
iee  whether  or  no  I  tell  you  the  truth.  * 
With  that,   (looping  down  and  baring 
his  moulders,  he  (hewed  the  caliph  the 
ftrokes  and  wheals  which  the  bull's- 
pizzle  ha^l  made. 

The  caliph  could  not  behold  'thofe 
obje-fls  of  horror  without  pitying  poor 
Abon  HafTan,  and  being  forry  for  car- 
rying the  jeft  fo  far.  *  Come,  rife,  dear 
'  brother,'  faid  he,  hugging  Abon 
Haflan  fiiendly  in  his  arms;  '  let  me 
'  go  and  enjoy  the  happinefs  of  being 
'  merry  with  you  to-night  ;  and  ro- 
*  morrow,  an  it  pleafe  God,  all  things 
-'  will  go  wellj 

Abon  Haflan,  notwithstanding  his 
refolution  and  oath,  could  not  refill  the 
caliph's  carefles.  <  I  will  confent,'  faid 
he  to  the  pretended  merchant,  '  if  you 
'  will  fwear  to  (hut  my  door  after  you, 
'  that  no  demon  may  come  in  to  dif- 
'  tra6l  my  brain  again.*  The  caliph 
promifed  that  he  would  ;  upon  which 
they  both  got  up;  and,  followed  by  the 
caliph's  flave,  reached  Abon  HafThn's 
houfe  by  the  time  it  was  dark. 

As  foon  as  Abon  Haflan  entered  the 
doors,  he  caiied  for  cancites,  and  de- 
fired  his  gueft  to  fit  down  upon  a  fofa, 
and  then  placed  himfelf  by  him.  A 
little  time  after,  fupper  was  brought 
up,  and  they  both  fell  to  without  cere- 
mony :  afterwards  there  came  up  a 
fmall  deflert  of  fruit,  wine,  and  glafles. 
Abon  Haffhn  fiiil  filled  out  his  own 
glafs,  and  then  the  caliph's;  and,  after 
they  had  drank  fome  time,  and  talked 
of  indifferent  matters,  the  caliph,  per- 
ceiving that  his  hoft  grew  warm  with 
liquor,  began  to  talk  of  love,  and  aflced 

him 
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fii'm  if  he  had  never  been  fenfible  of 
that  paflion. 

«  Brother,'  replied  Abon  HafTan  fa- 
miliarly, «  I  never  looked  upon  love  or 
'  marriage  but  as  bondage  or  flnvery, 

*  to  which  I  was  always  unwijling  to 
'  fubmit;   and  mtift  own  to  you,  that. 
'   I  never   loved   any   thing  but  good 

*  cheer  and  good  wine<$    in   fhort,  to 
'  divert   and   entertain   myself  agree- 

<  ably  with  my  friends.     But  yet  I  do 
«   not  tell   you  tlr-.t  I  am  fo  indifferent 
'  for  marriag'e,  or  incapabte  of  an  in- 
'  clination,  if  I  could  meet  with  a  wo- 
«  man  of  fuch  beauty  and  fweetnefs  of 
'  temper  as  thofe  I   faw  in   my  dream 

*  that  fatal  night  I  firft  faw  you,  and 

*  received   you    into  my    houfej     and 
f  you,  to  my  misfortune,  left  my  door 
'  open,  who  would  pafs  the  whole  night 
'  with  me,  drinking  and  finging,  and 

*  playing   on     fome    inftrument,     and 
'  who  would  ftudy  to  pleafe  and  divert 
'  me.     I  believe,  on  the  contrary,  that 
«  I  mould  change  all  my  indifference 
f  to  a  perfect  attachment  to  fuch  a  per- 
f   fon  ;   and,  I  believe,  mould  live  very 
f  happily  with  her.    But  where  is  fuch 
«  a  woman  to  be  found  but  in  the  ca- 
'  liph's  palace,  or  in  thofe  of  the  grand 
f  vizier,   or   fome  great  lords   of  the 
'  court  who  want  no  money  ?  I  chufe 

*  rather   to   ftick   clofe  to   my   bottle, 

*  which  is  a  pleafure  much   cheTper, 
'  and  which  I   can  enjoy  as  well  as 
'  they.'      In   faying  thefe  words,    he 
filled  out   his  own    and   the   caliph's 
glafs,  and   faid  —  {  Come,  take  your 
'  glafs,  and  let  us  purfue  this  charm- 
'  ing  pleafure !' 

When  they  had  drank  off  their  wine, 
'  It  is  great  pity,'  faid  the  caliph,  'that 

*  fo  gallant  a  man  as   you,  who  owns 
'  hirnlVlf  not  jnfenfible  of  love,  mould 
'  lead  fo  folitnry  a  life.' — 'I  prefer  the 

*  eafy  quiet   life  I  live,'  replied  Alton 
Halfan,  '  before  the  company  of  awife, 
'  whofe  beauty  might  not   pleafe,  and 

*  who,  befides,  might  create  me  a  great 

<  deal  of  trouble  by^her  imperfe6lions, 
'  and  perhaps  ill  humour.'     Thisfub- 
jecl:   laded  a  long  time;  and  the  caliph 
feeing  Abon  Haflan  had  drank  up  to 
the  pitch  he  wanted  to  have  him,  faid— 
«  Let  me  alone,  fince  you  have  fo  good 
'  a  tafte;  I  warrant  you  Lwill  find  you 
«  one  that  mall  pleafe  you:' then  taking 
Abon  Haflan's  glafs,    and   putting  a 
pinch  of  the  fame  powder  into  it  again, 
filled  him  up  a  bumper,  arid  preferring 


it  to  him,  faid — e  Come,  let  us  drink 

*  firft  the  fair  lady's   health  who  is  to 

*  make  you  happy.' 

Abon  Haflan  took  the  glafs,  laugh- 
ing; andmakinghis  head, faid — 'Come, 
'  I  will  drink  the  lady's  health  you 
'  promife  me,  though  I  am  very  well 
'  contented  as  I  am,  and  do  not  rely  on 

*  your  promife;  but  cannot  be  guilty  of 
'  fo  great  a  piece  of  incivility,  to  dif- 
'  oblige  a  guetl  of  fo  much  merit  in  fuch 

*  a  trifling  matter.'    But  as  foon  as  he 
had  drank  off  his  liquor,  he  wasfeized 
with  as  deep  a  deep  as  before,  and  the 
caliph  ordered  the  fame  {lave  to  take 
him  and  carry  him  to  the  palace,  and  in 
the  mean  time  fhut  the  door  after  him, 
ashehad  promifed,  and  followed  them. 

When  they  arrived  at  the  palace,  the 
caliph  ordered  Abon  Haifan  to  be  laid 
on  a  fopha,  in  the  fourth  hall,  from 
whence  he  was  carried  home  ;  but  firft 
he  bid  them  put  him  on  the  fune  habit 
which  he  acled  the  ciliph  in.  After 
that,  he  charged  all  the  eunuchs,  offi- 
cers, ladies,  and  muficians,  who  were 
in  the  hall,  when  he  drank  the  lall  glafs 
of  wine;  to  be  there  by  day-break,  and 
to  take  care  to  a<5l  their  parts  well;  and 
then  went  to  bed,  charging  Mefrour  to 
wake  him  before  they  went  into  the  hall, 
that  he  might  hide  himfelf  in  theclofet 
as  before. 

Mefrour  wakened  the  caliph  at  th« 
hour  appointed,  who  immediately  rofe 
and  went  to  the  hall  where  Abon  Haf- 
fin  was  laid  fall-  afleep,  and  when  he 
had  placed  himfelf  in  his  clofet,  Mef- 
rour and  the  other  officers,  ladies  and 
nuiilcians.who  waited  foi  him, went  in, 
and  placed  the»v;felves  about  the  fofa, 
fo  that  the  caliph  might  fee  what  paffed. 

Things  being  thus  difpcfed,  and  the 
caliph's  powder  having  had  it's  effect, 
Abon  Haflan  began  to  ftir,  and  the 
muficktoplay  a  very  agreeable  concert. 
Abon  Halfan  was  in  a  great  furprize  to 
hear  that  charming  harmony^  but  when, 
he  opened  his  eyes,  and  faw  the  ladies 
and  officers  about  him,  and  which  h$ 
thought  he  knew  again,  his  amaze- 
ment was  as  greatagain.  The  hall  that 
he  was  in  feemed  to  be  the  fame  he 
dreamed  of,  and  he  obferved  the  fame 
branches,  and  the  fame  furniture  and 
ornaments. 

When  the  concert  was  ended,  he  bit 

his  finger,  and  cried  loud  enough  for 

the  caiiph  to  hear  him — '  Alas  !  I  am 

1  fallen  again  into  the  fame  dream  and 

*  illufioti 
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'  illofion  that  happened  to  me  a  month      *  unwilling  to  wake  you,  to  conduct 
'  ago;   and  muftexpecl:  again  the  bull's      *  you  to   your  own  chamber,  but  laid 

*  pizzie   and    mad-houfe. — Almighty 
'  God/  added  he,   '  I   commit  myfelf 
'  into  the  hands  of  thy  divine  provi- 
'  dence!     He  was  a  wicked  man  that  I 
'  entertained  at  my  houfe  lad  night, 

*  who  has  been  thecaufeof  thisillufion, 

*  and  the  miferable  hardmips    I  muft 

*  undergo.     The  bafe  wretch  fwore  to 

*  fhutthe  door  after  him,  and  did  not 

*  do  it,  and  the  devil  came  in  and  filled 

*  my  head  full  of  this  wicked  dream,  of 

*  being  commander  of  the  faithful,  and 

*  other  phantoms  which  bewitched  my 
'  eyes! — Mayft  thou   be   confounded, 

*  Satan,  and  cruihed  under  feme  moun- 
«  tain!' 

After  thefe  word?,  Abon  Haflan 
clofed  his  eyes,  and  remained  ibme  time 
thoughtful,  and  very  much  perplexed; 
then,  opening  them  again,  and  look- 
ing about  him,  cried  out  a  fecond  time — 
«  Great  God  !  I  commit  myfelf  into  the 

*  bands  of  thy  Providence;  preferve  me 
«  from  the  temptation  of  Satan!'  Then 
Shutting  them  again,  he  faid — 'All  that 

*  1  know  is,  1   will  go   to  fleep,  till 
«  Satan  leaves  me,  and  returns  as  he 

*  came.'     When  one  of  the  ladies  ap- 
proached, and  fitting  down   on  a  fofa 
by  him,  laid  to  him—'  Commander  of 

*  the  Faithful,I  beg  of  your  majeltyto 

*  forgive   me  for  taking  the  liberty  to 

*  tell  you  not  to  go   to  fleep;  day   ap- 
«  pears,  and  it  is  time  tp  rife.' — '  Be 

*  gone,  Satan  !'    anfwered  Abon  Haf- 
lan,  raifjng  his  voice;  but  looking  upon 
the  lady,  he  faid — '  Is  it  me  you  call 

*  the    Commander    of  the   Faithful  ? 

*  Certainly  you  take  me  for  fomebody 
'  elfe.'— *  It  is  to  your  majeily  I  give 
'  that  title,'  replied  the  lady,  'to  whom 
'  it  belongs,  as  you  are  fovereign  of  the 
'  world  and  the  Muffulmen,  and  I  am 

*  your  moft  humble  Have.     Undoubt- 
«  edly  your  majefty,'  added  me,  '  pre- 
'  tends  to  have  forgot  yourfelf,  or  this 

*  is  the  effect    of    fome    troublefome 

*  dream:  but   if  you  would   but  open 

*  your  eyes,  the  mifts   which  may  dif- 

*  Uirb    your   imagination   will  foon  be 
'  difpelled,  and   you  will  find  yourfelf 

*  in  your  own  palace,  furrounded  by 
'  your    officers    and    flaves,    who   all 

*  wait  your  commands.  And  that  your 
'  majefty  may  not  be  furprized  to  find 
«  yourfelf  in  this  hall,  and  not  in  bed, 

*  1  beg  leave  to  tell  you, that  you  fell  fo 

*  iuduenly  afleep  lall  night,  that  we  were 


*  you   carefully   upon    this  fofa.'     In 
fhort,    (he    urged  fo   many  things   to 
him   that   were  fo  very  probable,  that 
at   laft  he  fat  up   on  his  breech,  and 
knew  all  the  ladies  again.     Then   (he 
who  fpoke  firft,  afluming  thedifcourfe, 
faid — '  Commander  of  the    Faithful, 
'  and  the  prophet's  vicar  on  earth,  be 
'  not  difpleafed  if  I  acquaint  yourma- 
'  jefty  once  more,  that  it  is  time  to  rile, 
'  for  day  appears/ 

*  You  are  very  troublefome  and  ijn- 
'  portunate/  replied  Abon  Haflan 
rubbing  his  eyesj'I  am  nottheComman- 
'  dcr  of  the  Faithful,  but  Abon  Harfm, 
'  and  you  (hall  not  perfuade  me  other- 
'  wife.1 — '  We  do  not  know  thatAbon 
'  Haflan  your  majefty  fpeaks  of,'  an- 
fwered  the  lady;  'but  know  you  to  be 

*  the  Commander  of  the  Believers.' 
Abcn  Haflan,    looking   about,    and 

finding  himfelf  in  the  fame  hall,  attri- 
buted all  he  faw  and  heard  to  be  fuch  a 
dream  as  he  had  before,  and  feared  very 
much  the  dreadful  confequences.  '  Hea- 

*  Vf.n  have  mercy  on  me!'  faid  he,  lift- 
ing up  his  hands  and  eyes,  like  a  man 
who  knew  not  where  he  was;  '  after 

*  what  I  have  feen,  there  is  nodifpute 

*  but  that  the  devil  who  came  into  my 
'  chamber  pofltfles  me,    and  fills  my 

*  imagination  full  of  all  the  vifions.' 
The  caliph,  who  faw  him  al!  the  time, 

and  heard  thefe  exclamations,  almoft 
killed  himfelf  with  laughing,  and  had 
much  ado  to  forbear  burfting  into  fo 
loud  a  laughter,  but  that  the  falfe  ca- 
liph muft  have  heard  him. 

Afterwards  Abon  Haflan  laying  him- 
felf down  again,  and  (hutting  his  eyes, 
the  fame  lady  faid  again—'  Since  your 
majefty  does  not  rife,  after  we  have, 
according   to   our  duty,  told  you  it 
was  day,  and  thedifpatch  of  bufinefs 
requires  your  prefence,  we  (hall   ufe 
the  liberty  you   give  us  in  fuch  like 
cafes.'  Then  taking  him  by  one  arm, 
and  calling  to  one  of  the  other  ladies  to 
do  the  fame  by  the  other,  they  lifted 
him  up,  and  carried  him  into  the  mid- 
dle of  the  hall,  where  they  fat  him  on 
his  breech,  and  all  taking  hands,  danced 
round  him  while  the  mulkk  played. 

Abon  Haflan  was  in  an  inexpreflible 
.perplexity  of  mind,  and  faid — «  What ! 

*  am  I  indeed  caliph,  and  Commander 

*  of  the  Faithful!1  And   in  the  uncer- 
tainty he  was  in,  would  have  faid  fqma- 

thing 
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thing  mere,  but  the  mufick  was  fo  loud 
that  he  could  not  be  heard.  At  laft  he 
made  a  fign  to  two  of  the  ladies  who 
were  dancing,  that  he  wanted  to  fpeak 
with  them;  upon  which  they  forbore, 
and  wenttohim.  'Don't  lye  now,' faid 
he,  •  but  tell  me  truly  who  I  am.' 

i  Commander  of  the  Faithful,  'replied 
one  of  the  ladies,  '  your  majefty  would 
either  furprize  us,    by    afking    this 
queftion,  or  elfe  you  muft  have  had 
fome  very  extraordinary   dream  to- 
night; which  may  very  well  be,  con- 
fidering  that  your  majefty  has  flept 
longer  to-night  than  ordinary  :   how- 
ever, if  you  will  give   me   leave,  I 
will  refrefh  your  memory  with  what 
paused  yefterday.'    Then  (he  told  him 
how  he  went  to  the  council,    punifhed 
the  imam,  and  the  four  old  men,  and 
fent  a  prefent  by  his  grand  vizier  of  a 
thoufand  pieces  of  gold,  to  the  mother 
of  Abon  Haflan.  'After  that,'  continued 
ihe,  (  your  majefty  dined  in  the  three 
halls,  and  in   the   fourth   did  us  the 
honour  to  make  us  fit  down  by  you, 
to  hear  our  fongs,  and  receive  wine 
from  our  hands,  till   your  majefty 
fell  fo  faft  afleep,  that  you   never  a- 
waked,    contrary   to  cuftom,  before 
day.  All  your  (laves  and  officers  can 
confirm  what  I  fay,  and  it  is   now 
time  you  mould  go  to  prayers.' 
*  Very  well,'  replied  Abon  Haflan, 
baking  his  head  very  lignificantly,'you 
would  have  me  believe  all  this;  but 
I  can  tell  you,  you  are  all  fools,  or 
mad,  and  that  is  a  great    pity,  for 
you  are  handfome.  For  I  can  tell  you, 
that  fince  I  faw  you,  I  have  been  at 
home,  where  I  ufed  my  mother  fo  ill, 
that  they  fent  me  to  a  mad-houfe,  and 
kept   me   three  weeks,  and  beat  me 
every  day  with  a  bull's  pizzle;  and 
yet  you  would  make  me  believe  all 
this  to  be  a  dream!' — *  Commander 
of  the  Faithful,'  anfwered  the  lady, 
we  are  all  ready  to  fwear,  by  what 
your  majefty  holds  moft   dear,   that 
all  you  tell  is  a  dream,  for  you  never 
ftirred  out  of  this  hall  fince  yefterday, 
but  flept  here  all  night  long.' 
The  confidence  with  which  the  lady 
affured  Abon  Haflan,  that  all  me  (aid 
was  truth,  and  that  he  had  ivever  been 
out  of  the   hall   fince   that  time,  made 
him  not  to  know  what  to  believe,  but 
bewildered   his  fenfes.     *  O    Heaven!' 
faid  he  to  himfelf,  *  am  I  Abon  Haflan, 
'  or  the  Commander  of  the  Faithful! 
«  Almighty  God,  enlighten  my  under- 


'  ftanding,  and  inform  me  of  the  truth.* 
Then  he  bared  his  moulders,  and  (hew- 
ed  the  ladies  the  livid  wheals.  '  Look 
and  judge,'  faid  he,  *  whether  thefe 
ftrokes  could  come  to  me  in  a  dream, 
or  when  I  was  afleep.  For  my  part, 
I  can  affirm  they  were  real  blows,  for 
I  feel  the  dreadful  fmart  of  them  yet, 
and  that  is  a  teftimonial  there  is  no 
room  to  doubt  of.  Now  if  I  received 
thefe  ftrokes  in  my  (leep,  it  is  the 
moft  furprizing  and  extraordinary 
thing  in  the  world,  and  what  I  can- 
not underftand.1 
In  this  uncertainty  Abon  Haflan 
called  to  one  of  the  officers  that  flood 
round  him:  «  Come  hither,'  faid  he, 

*  and  bite  the  tip  of  my  ear,  that  I  may 
f  know  whether  I  am  afleep  or  awake.' 
The  officer  obeyed    him,    and  bit  fo 
hard,  that  he  made  him  cry,  out  hor- 
ridly; the  mufick  ftruck  up  at  the  fame 
time,  and  the  officers  and  ladies  all  be- 
gan to  dance  and  (kip  about  Abon  Haf- 
fan,and  made  fuch  a  noife,  that  he  was  in 
a  perfect  enthufiafm,  and  played  athou- 
fand  merry  tricks.     He  tore  off  his  ca- 
liph's habit,  threw  off  his  turban,  and 
jumped  up  in  hislhirt  and  drawers,  and 
taking  hold  of  two  of  the  ladies  hands, 
fell  a  dancing  and  finging,  and  jump- 
ing and  cutting  capers,  fo  that  the  caliph, 
could  not  contain  himfelf,  but  burft  in- 
to fo  violent  a  laughter  at, this  fudden 
pleafantry  of  Abon  Haflan's,  that  he 
fell   backwards,  and   made   a  greater 
noife  than  the  muficians  and  all  of  them 
together,  and  lay  in  that  condition  for 
fome  time.  At  laft  he  got  up  again;  and 
putting  out  his  head,  cried  out — 'Abon 

*  Haflan,  Abon  Haflan,  what,  have  you 

*  a  mind  to  kill  me  with  laughing  ?' 
As  foon  as  the  caliph's  voice  was 

heard,  every  body  was  filent,  and  Abon 
Haflan  among  the  reft,  who  turning  his 
head  to  fee  from  whence  the  voice  came, 
knew  the  caliph  and  the  Mouflel  mer- 
chant, but  was  not  in  the  lead  dafhedj 
but,  on  the  contrary,  found  that  he  was 
awake,  and  that  all  that  had  happened  to 
him  was  matter  of  fact,  and  not  a  dream. 
He  entered  into  the  caliph's  pleafantry 
and  intentions :    'Ha!    ha!'   faid  he, 
looking  at  him  with  a  good  aTTurance, 
you  are  a  merchant  of  Mouflel,  and 
complain  that  I  would  kill  you,  who 
have  been  the  occafion  of  my  ufing 
my  mother  fo  ill,  and  being  fent  to  a 
mad-houfe.     It  was  you  who  treated 
the  imam  and  the  four  fcheiks  in  the 
manner  they  were  ufed,  and  not  me; 
3O  f  I  wafh 
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«  I  wafh  my  hands  of  it.     It  was  you 

*  who  have  been  the  caufe  of  .'ill  my  dif- 
'  orders  :  in  fhort,  you  are  the  aggref- 
«  for,  and  I  the  injured  perfon.' 

*  Indeed  you  are  in   the  right  of  it, 

*  Abon  Marian,1  anfwered  the  caliph, 
laughing  all  the  while;  «  but  to  com- 

*  fort  thee,  and  make  thee  amends  for 

*  all  thy   troubles,  I    call  Heaven    to 

*  witnefs,  I   am  read}'  and  willing  to 

*  make  thee  what  reparation  thou  pleaf- 

*  eft  to  aflc/     After  thefe  words,  he 
came  out  of  the  clofet  into  the  hall, 
and  ordered  one  of  his   moft  magnifi- 
cent habits   to  be  brought,  and  com- 
manded the  ladies  to  drefsAbonHafTan 
in  it;  and  when  they  had  done   fo,  he 
faid,  embracing  him  —  *  Thou  art  my 

brother;  afk  what  thou  wilt,  and  thou 

(halt  have  it.' 

'  Commander  of  the  Faithful,'  re- 

lied Abon  HafTan,  fl  beg  of  your  ma- 
jefty  to  do  me  the  favour  to  tell  me 
what  you  did  to  difturb  my  brain  in 
that  manner,and  what  wasyourdefignj 
for  it  is  a  thing  of  the  greateft  import- 
ance for  me  to  knowp  that  I  may  per- 
fectly recover  my  fenfes.' 
The  caliph  promifed  to  give  him  that 

atisfaclion,  and  faid  —  'Firft  you  ought 
to  know,  that  I  often  difguife  myfelf, 
and  particularly  at  nights,  to  oblerve 
what  irregularities  are  committed  in 
Bagdad;  betides,  I  fet  apart  the  raft 
day  of  every  month  to  make  a  tour 
about  it,  fometimeson  one  fide,  and 
fometimes  on  another;  but  always 
return  -by  the  bridge.  The  evening 
that  you  invited  me  to  flipper,  I  had 
been  taking  my  rounds  and  in  our 
dilcourfe  you  told  me,  that  the  only 
thing  you  wifhed  for  was  to  be  the 
caliph  for  four  and  twenty  hours,  to 
punifh  the  imam  of  your  mofque, 
and  his  four  counfellors.  I  fancied 
that  this  defire  of  thine  would  afford 
me  a  great  deal  of  diverfion,  and 
thought  immediately  how  I  might 
procure  thee  that  fatisfa-Slion.  1  had 
about  me  a  certain  powder,  which 
throws  immediately  the  perfon  that 
takes  it  into  a  found  deep  for  fuch  a 
time.  I  put  a  dofe  of  it,  without  be- 
ing  perceived  by  thee,  in  the  lait  glafs 
I  prefented  to  thee,  upon  which  you 
fell  faft  afleep,  and  I  ordered  my  (Live 
to  carry  you  to  my  palace,  and  caiue 
awav  without  (hutting  the  door.  I 
have  no'occalion  co  repeat  what  hap- 
pened at  my  palace  when  you  \v;ikedj 


but  afteryou  had  been  regaled  all  day, 
one  of  the  flaves  by  my  order  put 
another  dofe  of  the  fame  powder  at 
night  into  a  glafs  (he  gave  you;  you 
fell  afleep  as  before,  and  the  fam« 
flave  carried  you  home,  and  left  the 
door  open.  You  told  me  all  that 
happened  to  you  afterwards.  I  never 
imagined  that  you  could  have  fuffer- 
ed  fo  much  as  you  have  done.  But  as 
I  have  a  great  regard  for  you,  I  will 
make  you  amends;  and  that  you  may 
have  no  caufe  to  remember  your  ill 
treatment,  think  of  what  would  pleafe 
you,  and  afk  me  boldly  for  it.' 
'  Commander  of  the  Faithful,'  repH- 
d  Abon  Haffan,  *  how  great  foever 
my  tortures  may  have  been,  they 
were  all  blotted  out  of  tny  remem- 
brance, as  foon  as  I  underftood  my 
fovereign  lord  had  any  (hare  in  them, 
and  doubt  not  in  the  leaft  of  your 
majefty's  bounty.  But  as  intereft  had 
never  any  fway  over  me,  and  1  have 
the  liberty  to  afk  a  favour,  I  beg  that 
it  may  be  that  of  having  accefs  to  your 
perfon,  to  have  the  happinefs  of  ad- 
miring, all  my  life-time,  your  gran- 
deur.' 

This  lad  proof  of  Abon  Haflan's  ge- 
nerofitycompleated  theefteem  thecalipii 
had  entertained  for  him.  'lam  mightily 

*  pleafed  with  thy  requeft,'  faid  the  ca- 
liph, '  and  grant  thee  free  accefs  to  my 

*  perfon  at  all  times  and    all  hours.' 
In  fhort,  he  afligned  hinvan  apartment 
in  the  palace;  and,  in  regard  to  his  pen- 
fion,  told  him,  that  he  would  not  have 
him  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with   his 
treafurer,  but  to  come   always  to  him 
for  an  order  upon  him.     Abon  Haflan 
made  a  low  bow,  and  the   caliph  left 
him  to  go  to  council. 

Abon  Haflan  made  ufe  of  this  time 
to  go  and  inform  his  mother  of  his 
good  fortune,  and  what  had  happened, 
which  he  told  her  was  not  a  dream, 
for  that  he  had  actually  been  caliph., 
and  had  afted  as  fuch,  and  received 
all  the  honours  ;  and  that  flie  had  no 
reafon  to  doubt  of  it,  fince  he  had"  it 
confirmed  by  the  caliph  himfelf, 

It  was  not  long  before  this  new  fiory 
of  Abon  Haffan  was  fpread  all  about 
Bagdad,  and  was  carried  into  all  the 
provinces  both  far  and  near,  and  not 
one  fingle  circurhftance  omitted. 

The  new    favourite   Abon    Haflan 

was  always  with  the  caliph  ;  for  as  he 

was  a  man  of  a  pleafant  temper,  and 

created 
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created  mij-th  by  all  his  words  and  ac- 
tions, the  caliph  could  not  live  without 
him.  and  often  carried  him  along  with 
him  to  fee  his  fpoufe  Zobeide,  to  whom 
he  told  his  (lory,  and  who  was  mightily 
pleafed  with  him}  and  obferved,  that 
every  time  he  came  with  the  caliph,  he 
had  his  eyes  always  fixed  upon  one  of 
her  (laves,  called  Nouzhatoul-aonadat, 
(which  is  to  fay,  Renewed  Pleafure) 
and  refolved  to  tell  the  caliph  of   it. 
«  Commander   qf  the  Faithful,'    faid 
that  princels  one'day,  «  you  do  not  ob- 
ferve  fo  well  as  me,  that,  every  time 
Abon  Haffan  attends  you  in  your  vi- 
fits  to  me,  he  never  keeps  his  eyes  off 
Nouzhatoul-aonadat,  and  makes  her 
blufh,  which  is  almoft  a  certain  fign 
that  fhe  entertains  no   averfion    for 
him.     If  you  approve  of  it,  we  will 
make  a  match  between  them.' 
<  Madam,'  replied  the  caliph,   c  you 
put  me  in  mind  of  a  thing  which  I 
ought  to  have  done  before  now.     I 
know  Abon  Haffan's  tafte  of  mar- 
riage from  himfelf,  and  have  always 
promifed  him  a  wife  that  fhould  pleafe 
him.     I  am  glad  you   mentioned  it; 
for  I  know  not  how  I  came  to  forget 
it.  But  it  would  have  been  better  if 
Abon  Haffan  had  followed   his  own 
inclination,    and  chofe  for  himfelf: 
but,  if  Nouzhatoul  -aonadat  is  not 
averfe  to  it,  we  ought  not  to  hefjtate 
upon  their  marriage;  and,  fince  they 
are  both  prefent,  let  them  declare  th^t 
they  give  confents.' 
Abon  Haffan  threw  himfelf  at  the 
caliph's  and  Zobeidt's  feet,  to  (hew  the 
fenfe  he  had  of  their  bounty;  and  rifing 
up,  faid — '  I  cannot  receive  a  wife  from 
«  better  hands;  but  dare  not  hope  that 
«  Nouzhatoul-aonadat  will    give    me 
*  hers.'  At  thefe  words  he  looked  upon 
the  princefs's  flave,  who  (hewed  by  her 
refpe&ful  fileuce,  and  the  fudden  blufh 
that  arofe  in  her  cheeks,  that  me  was 
difpofed  to  obey  the    caliph  and   her 
mittrefs  Zobeide. 

The  marriage  was  folemnized,  and 
the  nuptials  celebrated  in  the  palace, 
with  great  rejoicings,  which  lalted  fe- 
veral  days.  Zobeide,  in  refpeft  to  the 
caliph,  made  her  flave  considerable  pre- 
i-ents  ;  and  the  caliph  did  the  fame  to 
Abon  H;-.ff*n.  The  bride  was  con- 
duiled  to  the  apartment  the  caliph  had 
affigned  AHon  Haffan,  who  waited  for 
her  with  ail  the  impatience  of  a  bride- 
groom, and  received  her  with  founding 


oftrumpetSjandall  forts  of  inftruments, 
which  played  in  concert,  and  made  the 
air  echo  again  their  fweet  and  harmo- 
nious notes. 

After  thefe  feafts  and  rejoicings, 
which  lalted  feveral  days,  the  new- 
married  couple  were  left  to  purfue  their 
loves  peaceably.  Abon  Haffan  and  his 
fpoufe  were  charmed  with  each  other, 
and  lived  together  in  perfect  union  j 
and  feldom  were  afunder,  but  when 
either  he  paid  his  refpecls  to  the  caliph, 
or  ihe  to  Zobeide.  Indeed,  Nouzha- 
toul-aonadat was  endued  with  all  the 
qualifications  capable  of  gaining  Abon 
Haffan's  love  and  attachment,  and  was 
juft  fuch  a  wife  as  he  defired ;  therefore 
they  could  want  nothing  to  render  their 
liv&  agreeable.  They  always  ate  the 
niceft  and  choiceft  rarities  in  feafon, 
and  had  the  bell  meats  toffed  up  in  fri- 
cafees  and  ragouts,  &c.  by  an  excellent 
cook,  who  took,  upon  him  to  provide 
every  fihing.  Their  beaufet  was  always 
ftored  with  excellent  wines.  At  dinner 
they  enjoyed  t'lemfelves  in  this  manner, 
and  afterwards  entertained  each  other 
with  fome  plsafantry  or  other;  and  in 
the  evenings,  which  they  confecrated  to 
mirth,  they  had  generally  fome  flight 
repatt  of  dried  fweatmeats,  choice  fruits, 
and  other  like  meats;  and  invited  each 
other  by  fongs  and  catches  to  drink, 
and  fometimes  played  to  their  voices  on 
a  lute,  or  other  inftruments  which  they 
could  touch. 

Abon  Haffan  and  Nouzhatoul-aona- 
dat lived  a  long  time  in  this  manner  j 
when  the  caterer,  who  difburfed  all  the 
money  for  thefe  expences,  put  them  in 
mind  that  he  had  gone  his  length,  and 
parted  with  all  his  money;  which  they 
found,  but  too  late,  to  be  fo  confider- 
able  a  fum,  that  all  the  prefents  that 
the  caliph  and  the  Princefs  Zobeide  had 
given  them  at  their  marriage  y/ere  but 
juft  enough  to  pay  him.  This  made 
them  reflect  on  what  was  paffed,  and 
which  at  that  time  they  could  not  re- 
medy :  however,  they  agreed  to  pay  th,e 
cook;  and  fent  for  him,  and  paid  hirr) 
all  they  owed  him,  without  fhewing 
the  leaft  trouble. 

The  caterer  went  away  very  well 
pleafed  to  receive  fo  large  a  fum  of  mo- 
ney; though  Abon  H^ffan  and  hii?  wifjj 
were  not  fo  over -well  fatisfied  with  feel 
ing  the  bottom  of  their  piirfe,  but  re- 
mained a  long  time  filent,  and  very 
much  embarraffed,  to  find  themfelves 
5  O  a 
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reduced  to  that  condition  the  firft  year 
of  their  marriage.  Abon  Haffan  re- 
membered very  well  that  the  caliph, 
when  he  took  him  into  the  palace,  pro- 
mifed  never  to  let  him  want  any  thing. 
But  when  he  confidered  how  prodigal 
he  had  been  of  his  money  in  fo  fliort  a 
time,  he  was  unwilling  to  expofe  him- 
felf  to  the  fliame  of  telling  the  caliph 
the  ill  ufe  he  had  made  of  what  he  had 
given  him,  and  that  he  wanted  more. 
Befides,  he  had  made  over  his  patri- 
mony to  his  mother,  as  foon  as  the  ca- 
liph received  him  near  his  perfon,  and 
was  afraid  to  go  to  her,  left  me  frould 
find  that  he  had  returned  to  the  fame 
extravagance  he  had  been  guilty  of  af- 
ter his  father's  death.  His  wife,  on 
the  other  hand,  looked  upon  Zobeide's 
generofity,  and  the  liberty  (lie  had  given 
her  to  marry,  as  more  than  a  fufficient 
recompence  for  her  fervice,  and  thought 
fije  could  not  afk  any  more. 

Abon  HafTan  at  laft  broke  filence  ; 
and,  looking  upon  his  wife,  faid — c  I 
fee  you  are  in  the  fame  embarraffmetit 
as  myfelf,  and  are  thinking  what  we 
muft  do  in  this  unhappy  juncture.  I 
do  not  know  what  your  fentiments 
may  be  ;  but  mine  are,  let  what  will 
happen,  not  to  retrench  our'expences 
in  the  lealt  ;  and  I  believe  you  will 
come  into  my  opinion.  The  point  is, 
how  to  fupport  them  without  afking 
the  caliph  or  Zobeide  :  and  I  fancy 
I  have  thought  on  the  means}  but  we 
muft  both  alTift  each  other.' 
This  difcourfe  of  Abon  Haffan  very 
much  pleafed  his  wife,  and  gave  her 
great  hopes.  "'  I  was  thinking  fo  as 
well  as  you/  faid  (he;  *  but  dm  ft  not 
explain  my  thoughts,  becaufe  I  did 
not  know  how  to  help  ourfelves;  and 
muft  confefs,  that  what  you  tell  me 
gives  me  a  great  deal  of  pleafure. 
But,  fince  you  fay  you  have  found 
out  a  way,  and  my  afliftance  is  ne- 
ceffary,  you  need  but  tell  me,  and  I 
will  do  all  that  lies  in  my  power.' 
*  I  believe,'  replied  Abon  Haffan, 
that  you  will  not  fail  in  this  affair, 
which  concerns  us  both  ;  and  there- 
fore I  muft  tell  you,  that  this  want 
of  money  has  made  me  think  of  a 
trick  which  we  will  put  upon  the  ca- 
liph and  Zobeide,  and  at  which,  I  am 
fure,  they  will  both  be  pleafed,  and 
"be  diverted  with  the  cheat;  which  is, 
you  and  I  will  both  die.' — *  Not  I 
indeed!'  interrupted  Nouzhatoui- 


aohadat :  '  you  may  die  by  yourfelf,  if 

*  you  will ;  I  am  not  fo  weary  of  this 

*  life;    and,  whether  you  are  pleafed 

*  or  not,  will  not  die  fo  foon. 

'  have  nothing  elfe  to  propolc;  *r. 

'  you  may  do  it  by  yourfelf ,   for  1  fhall 

'  not  meddle  with  it.' 

'  You  are  fo  quick  and  harTy,'  re- 
plied Abon  Hsffan,  '•  that  yon  \v  )t 
'  give  me  time  to  explain  my  meaning. 
'  Have  but  a  little  patience.  ?n<i  ;u 
'  fliall  find  that  you  will  be  \  v.-'y 
'  enough:  for  fure  you  did  rot  think 

*  I  meant  a  real  death  r— <  Well,'  faid 
his  wife,  *  if  it  is  but  a  fham  death  vou 
'  defign,  I  am  at  your  fervice,  and  you 

*  may  depend  on  my  zeal.    Fo;- 1  muft 

*  tell  you  truly,  that  I  am  very  un- 
'  willing  to  die,  as  I  apprehended  you 
«  at  firft.' 

'  Be  but  eafy  a  little,'  faid  Abon 
Haflan,  *  and  I  will  tell  you  what  I 
'  propofe.  I  will  feign  mvfelf  dead, 
'  and  you  (hall  lay  me  out  in  a  white 
. '  flieet,  in  the  middle  of  my  chamber, 
'  with  my  feet  towards  Mecca,  and  my 
'  turban  upon  my  face,  juft  ready  to 

*  be  buried.    When  you  have  done  fo, 
1  you  muft  cry  and  lament,  as  is  ufual 
'  in  fuch  cafes,  and  tear  your  cloaths 

*  and  hair,  or  pretend  to  do  it,  and  go 
'  all  in  tears,  with  your  hair  loofe  about 
'  your  ears,  to  Zobeide.    The  princefs 

*  will  aflc  you  the  caufe  of  your  grief; 
'  and  when   you  have  told  her,  with 

*  words  intermixed  with  (ighs,  flie  will 
(  pity  you,  and  give  you  fome  money 
'  to  defray  the  expence  of  my  funeral, 
(  and  a  piece  of  gold  brocade  to  cover 

*  my  body  with,    that  my  interment 
'  may  be  the  more  magnificent,  and 
'  to  make  you  a  habit  in  the  room  of 

e  *  that  you  had  tore.     And  as  foon  as 
'  you  return   with  the  money  and  the 

*  brocade,  I  will  get  up  and  lay  you  in 

*  my  place,  and  go  and  act  the  fame 

*  part  with  the  caliph  as  you  have  done 
c  with  Zobeide;  and  I  dare  fay  the  ca- 
'  liph  will   be  as  generous  to  me  as 
'   Zobeide  will  be  to  you.' 

Nouzhatoul-aonadat  liked  this  projeft 
very  well ;  and  faid  to  Abon  Haflan— 

*  Come,  lofe  no  time;    ftrip  to  your 

*  fliirt  and  breeches,  while  I  prepare  a 
«  meet.'     Abon  Haffan  did  as  his  wifq 
bid  him,  and  laid  himftlf  along  on  his 
back,  with  his  feet  towards  Mecca,  on 
the  meet  which  his  wife  had  fpread  on 
the  carpet,  juft  in  the  middle  of  the 
room;  and  as  foon  as  he  had  croffed 

hit 
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Ms  arms,  his  wife  wrapped  him  up, 
and  put  a  fine  piece  ofmuflin  and  his 
turban  upon  his  face.  -After  this,  (he 
pulled  her  hair  over  her  face;  ar  J,  with 
adifmal  cry  and  lamentation,  ran  acrofs 
thecourt  to Zobeide's  apartments;  who, 
hearing  the  voice  of  aperfon  crying  very 
loud,  commanded  fomc  of  her  women 
to  fee  who  it  was;  who  r. 'turned,  and 
told  her  that  it  was  Nouzhatpuf-aoni- 
dat,  who  was  coming  in  a  deplorable 
condition. 

The  princefs,  impatient  to  know 
what  had  happened  to  her,  rofe  up  im- 
mediately, and  went  to  meet  her  at  the 
door  of  the  anti-chamber.  Nouzha- 
toul-aonadat  played  her  part  excellently 
well.  As  foon  as  fhe  faw  Zobeide,  me 
redoubled  her  cries,  tore  her  hair  off  by 
handfuls,  beat  her  face  and  breaft,  and 
threw  herfelf  at  her  feet,  bathing  them 
with  her  tears. 

Zobeide,  amazed  to  fee  her  flave  in 

fo  extraordinary  an  affliction,  afked  what 

misfortune  had  happened  to  her  :  but, 

inftead  of  anfwering,  fhe  continued  figh- 

ing  and  fobbing  j  and  at  laft,  feigning 

to  ftrive  to  check  them,  faid,  with  words 

intermixed  with  {ighs  — '  Alas!    my 

mod  honoured  lady  and  mitlrefs,what 

greater  misfortune  could  have  befel 

me  than  this,  which  obliges  me  to 

throw  myfelf  at  your  highnefs's  feet  ? 

May  God  prolong  your  days,  my  mod 

refpeftable  princefs,  in  perfect  health, 

and  grant  you   many   happy  years ! 

Abon  HafTan !   Poor  Abon  Haffm  ! 

whom  you  honoured  with  your  ef- 

teem,  and  gave  me  for  an  hufbund, 

is  no  more  !* 

Then  Nouzhatoul-  aonadat  redoubled 

her  tears  and  fighs,   and  threw  herfelf 

again  at  the  princefs's  feet.     Zobeide 

was  extremely  fin-prized  at  this  news. 

Abon  Kalian  dead!'  cried  me;  '  that 

agreeable,  pleafant  man  !    Indeed,  I 

did  not  in  the  leaft  expecl:  his  death 

fo  foon  :  he  feemed  to  promifea  long 

life,  and  well  deferved  one!'     Then 

(he  alfj  burfted   into  tears,   as  did  all 

hen.  women,  who  had  been  often  wit- 

nefTes  of  Abon  HafTan's  pleafantries, 

when  the  caliph  brought  him  to  fee  the 

Princefs  Zobeide,  and  continued  a  long 

time  bewailing  the  lofs  of  him.  At  lalt 

Zobeide  broke  filence,  and  ordered  one 

of  her  flaves  to  go  to  her  treasurer,  and 

fetch  an  hundred  pieces  of  gold  and  a 

piece  of  rich  brocade.. 


The   flave  foon   returned    with   the 
pui  fe  and  piece  of  brocade,  which,  by 
Zobeide's  order,   me  put  intoNouzha- 
toul-aonadat'shand;  who  threw  herfelf 
again  at  the  princefs's  feet,  and  thanked 
her  with  a  great  deal  of  fatisfaftion,  to 
think  mehadfucceeded  fo  well.  <  Go,  * 
laid  Zobeide,  <  make  ufe  of  that  bro- 
cade to  cover  the  corpfe  of  thy  huf- 
band,  and  with  that  money  bury  him 
handfomely.  and  as  he  ought  to  be. 
Moderate  the  tranfports  of  thy  afflic- 
tions :  I  will  take  care  of  thee/ 
As  foon  as  Nouzhatoui-aonadat  got 
out  of  the  princefs's  prefence,  (lie  dried 
up  her  tears,  and  returned  with  joy  to 
Abon  Ha0an,  to  give  him  an  account 
of  her  good  fuccefs.     When  (lie  came 
into  her  own  apartment,  and  faw  her 
hufband  dill  ftretched  out  in  the  middle 
of  the  floor,  me  ran  to  him  laughing, 
and  bid  him  rife,  and  fee  the  fruits  of 
his  project.   Upon  which  he  arofe,  and 
rejoiced  with  his  wife  at  the  fight  of  the 
purfe  and  brocade;  who,  for  her  part, 
could   not  contain    herfelf.     '  Come, 
hufband,'    faid  (lie,  laughing,    «  let 
me  acVthe  dead  part,  and  fee  if  you 
can  manage  the  caliph  as  well  as  I 
have  done  Zobeide.' 
*  That  is  the  temper  of  all  women,* 
eplied  Abon  HafTan;  '  who,  we  may 
well  fay,  have  always  the  vanity  to 
believe  that  they  can  do  things  better 
than  men,  though,  at  the  fame  time, 
what  trn?y  do  is  by  their  advice.     It 
would  be  odd  indeed,  if  I,  who  laid 
this  plot  myfelf,  could  not  carry  it 
on  likewife.     But  let  us  lofe  no  time 
in   idle  difcourfe  ;    lie  down  in  my 
place,  and  fee  if  I  do  not  come  off 
with  as  much  applaufe.' 
Abon  HafTan  wrapped  up  his  wife 
as  (he  had  done  him;    and,  with  his 
turban   undone,  and  fet  awry  on  his 
head,  and  like  a  man   in  the  greated 
affliction  imaginable,  he  ran  to  the  ca- 
liph, who  was  holding  a  private  coun- 
cil  with  the  grand  vizier  Giafar  and 
fome  other  viziers;  and  he  having  free 
accefs  wherefoever  he  was,  went  with 
his    handkerchief  before   his   eyes,  to 
hide   the  feigned   tears  which  trickled* 
down  his  cheeks,  and  ftriking  his  breaft: 
with  the  other,  exprefled  an  extraordi- 
nary grief.     • 

The  caliph  j  who  was  ever  ufed  to  fee 
Abon  Haflan  gay  and  merry,  and  was 
very  much  furprized  to  behold  him  in 

that 
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thatforrowful  ftate,  afked  him  the  caufe 
of  his  grief.  '  Commander  of  the 
'  Faithful,'  anfwered  Abon  Haflan, 
with  repeated  fighings  and  fobbings, 
may  God  preferve  your  majefty  on 
the  throne  which  you  fill  fo  glori- 
oufly  !  Alas!  Nouzhatoul-aonadat, 
whom  you  in  your  bounty  gave  me 
for  a  wife,  is '  At  this  exclama- 
tion, Abon  Haflan  pretended  to  have 
bis  heart  fo  full,  that  he  could  not  ut- 
ter one  fyllable  more,  but  poured  forth 
a  flood  of  tears. 

The  caliph,  who  prefently  tinder- 
ftood  that  Abon  Haflan  came  to  tell 
him  of  the  death  of  his  wife,  feemed 
rery  much  concerned,  and  faid  to  him 
— «  God  comfort  thee !  She  was  a  good 
e  flave}  and  we  gave  her  thee  with  an 

*  intention  to  make  thee  happy.     She 

*  deferved  a  longer  life.'     Then  the 
tears  ran  down  his  face,  fo  that  he  was 
obliged  to  pull  out  his  handkerchief  to 
wipe  them  off.     In  (hort,  Abon  Haflan 
diffcmbled  fo  well,  that  the  caliph,  who 
did  not  in  the  lead  doubt  of  his  fince- 
rity,  ordered  his  treafurer,who  was  then 
prefent,  to  give  Abon  Haflan  a  purfe 
of  a  hundred  pieces  of  gold,  and  a  piece 
of  brocade.     Abon    Haflan   immedi- 
ately caft  himfelf  at  the  caliph's  feet, 
and  thanked  him  forhisprefent.  'Fol- 

*  low  the  treafurer,'  faid  that  monarch ; 
'  throw  the  brocade  over  the  corpfe, 

*  and  with  the  money  (hew  the  laft  tef- 

*  timony  of  thy  love  for  thy  wife.' 
Abon  Haflan  made  no  reply  to  thefe 

obliging  words  of  the  caliph,  but  re- 
tired with  a  low  bow,  and  followed  the 
treafurer  j  and  as  foon  as  he  had  got 
the  purfe  and  piece  of  brocade,  went 
home,  very  well  pleafed  with  having 
found  out  fo  quick  and  ready  a  way  of 
fupplyinghis  neceffity,  which  had  given 
him  feme  trouble. 

Nouzhatoul-Iionadat,  weary  with  ly- 
ing fo  long  in  that  pofture,  ntvcr  waited 
till  Abon  Haflan  bade  her  rife;  but  ts 
loon  as  (he  heard  the  door  open,  got  up 
sr.d  ran  to  her  hufband,  and  afked  him 
if  he  had  cheated  the  caliph  as  well  ?.s 
/he  did  Zobeide.  *  You  fee/  faid  he, 
fhewing  her  the  fluff,  and  fliaking  the 
purfe,'  that  lean  aft  a  forrowful  hufband 
'  as  well  as  you  can  an  afflicted  wife.' 
But  for  fear  this  trick  of  theirs  fliould 
•be  attended  with  feme  ill  confeqnences, 
he  thought  it  would  not  be  a  mi  Is  to  in- 
ftruft  h-s  wife  with  what  might  Inp-. 
pen,  that  they  might  aft  in  conceit: 


For,'  added  he,  '  the  better  we  fuc- 
ceed  in  embarrafiing  the  caliph  an4 
Zobeide,  the  more  they  will  be  pleafed 
at  laft,  and  perhaps  may  (hew  their 
fatisfaftion  by  a  greater  liberality.' 
And  this  laft  confideration  induced 
them  to  carry  on  this  fcene  farther. 

The  caliph,  though  he  had  a  great 
deal  of  bufinefs  to  tranfaft  in  council, 
was  nevei  thelefs  fo  impatient  to  go  and 
condole  with  the  prtncefs  upon  the 
death  of  her  flave,  that  he  rofe  up  as 
fcon  as  Abon  Haflan  was  gone,  and 
put  off  the  council  to  another  day. 
'  Follow  me,'  faid  he  to  Mefrour,  who 
always  attended  him  wherever  he  went, 

*  and  let  us  go   and    (hare  with   the 

*  princefs  ihe  grief  which  the  death  of 

*  her  flave  Nouzhatoul-aonadat  caufes 
«  her.' 

Accordingly  they  went  to  Zobeide's 
apartment,  whom  the  caliph  found  fet 
on  a  fofa,  very  much  afHifted,  and  all 
in  tears.  -*  Madam,'  faid  the  caliph, 
going  up  to  her,  '  it  is  unneceffary  to 
tell  you  how  much  I  partake  with 
you  in  your  afHifticn,  lince  you  are 
not  infenfible  that  what  gives  you 
pleafnre  or  trouble  has  the  fame  ef- 
feft  on  me.  But  we  are  all  mortal, 
and  muft  furrender  up  to  God  that 
life  he  gives  us  when  he  requires  it. 
Nouzhatoul-aonadat,  your  faithful 
flave,  was  endued  with  qualifications 
that  deferved  all  your  efteemj  and  I 
do  not  difapprove  your  exprefling  it 
after  her  death :  but  confider,  all  your 
grief  will  not  bring  her  to  life  again; 
therefore,  Madam,  if  you  love  me, 
and  would  take  my  advice,  be  com- 
forted for  this  lofs,  and  take  care  of  a 
life  which  you  know  is  precious  to 
me.' 

If  the   princefs   was  charmed  with 
thefe  tender  fentiments  which  the  caliph 
exprtfled  in  hir  compliments,  fhe  was 
much  more  amazed  to  hear  of  Nouzha- 
toul-aonadat's  death.     This  news  put 
her  into  fogreata  iui  prize,  that  (hewas 
not  able  to  return  an  anfwer  for  feme 
time.     At  laft  recovering,  (he   faid— 
Commander  of  the  Faithful,  I   am 
very  fenfible  of  all  your  tender  fenti- 
ments; but  cannot  comprehend  the 
news  you  telTfim^f  the  death  of  my 
flave,  who  is  in  perfeft  health.     My 
affiiclion    is    for  the  death  of  Abon 
H;ifian  her  hufband,  ycur  favourite, 
whom  you  was  fp  kind  as  to  let  me 
j  who  often  diverted  me  very 
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agreeably,  and  for  whom  I  have  as 
great  a  value  as  yourfelf.  But,  Sir, 
the  little  concern  you  (hew  for  his 
death,  and  your  fo  foon  forgetting  a 
man  in  whom  you  have  often  told  me 
you  took  a  great  deal  of  pleafure, 
amazes  and  furprizes  me  very  much  : 
and  this  infenfibility  leems  the  great- 
er, by  your  changing  his  death  for 
th^t  of  my  (lave.' 

The  caliph,  who  thought  that  he  was 
perfectly  well'informed  of  the  death  of 
theflave,  and  had  juft  reafon  to  believe 
fo,  becaufe  he  had  both  feen  and  heard 
Abon  Haffan,   fell  a   laughing;   and, 
fhrugging  up  his  moulders  to  hear  Zo- 
beide talk  after  this  manner — '  Mef- 
'  rour,'  faid  he,  turning  himfelf  about 
to  that  eunuch,  '  what  doft  thou  think 
of  the  princefs's  difcourfe?     Do  not 
women  fometimes  lofe  their  fenfes? 
for,   in   fhort,  thou  haft  heard   and 
feen  all  as  well  as  myfelf.'     Then 
urning  about  to  Zobeide — «  Madam,' 
faid  he,  «  do  not  (bed  any  more  tears 
for  Abon  Haffan,   for  I  can  affure 
you  he  is  well;  but  rather  bewail  the 
death  of  your  dear  Have.     It  is  not 
many   moments   fmce   her  fyufband 
came  all  in  tears,  and  the  mod  inex- 
preflible  affliction,  to  tell  me  of  the 
death  of  his   wife.     I  gave   him   a 
purfe  of  a  hundred  pieces  of  gold, 
and  a  piece  of  brocade,  to  comfort 
him,  and  bury  her  with;  and  Mef- 
rour  here,  who  was  by,  can  tell  you 
the  fame.' 

The  princefs  took  this  difcourfe  of 
the  caliph's  to  be  all  a  jeft,  and  that  he 
had  a  mind  to  impofe  upon  her  credu- 
lity. *  Commander  of  the  Faithful,' 
replied  (lie,  « though  you  are  ufed  to 

*  banter,  I  muft  tell  you  this  is  not  a 
'  proper  time.     What  I  tell  you  is  very 
'  ferious;  I  do  not  talk  of  my  flave's 
'  death,  but  of  Abon  Haffan  her  huf- 
'  band's,  whofe  fate  I  bewail,  and  fo 
'  ought  you  too.' — '  I,  Madam!'  faid 
the  caliph,  putting  on  a  grave  counte- 
nance; *  I  tell  you,  without  raillery, 
'  that  you  are  deceived  ;  Nouzhatoul- 
'  aonadat  is  dead,  and  Abon  Haffan  is 

*  alive,  and  in -per  feet  health.' 
Zobeide  was  very  much  piqued  at 

this  anfwer  of  the  caliph's  :  *  Com- 
'  mander  of  the  Faithful,1  replied  (he 
fmartly,  '  furely  you  would  make  me 
think  that  you  were  mad.  Give  me 
leave  to  repeat  to  you  once  more, 
that  i:  is  Abon  Haffiin  who  is  dead, 


*  and  that  my  flave  Nouzhatoul-aona- 

*  dat  is  living.     It  is  not  an  hour  ago 

*  fince  me  went  from  hence.    She  came 

*  here  in  fo  difconfolate  a  ftate,  that  the 

*  fight  of  her  was    enough   to    have 

*  drawn  tears  from  my  eyes  if  fhe  had 
'  not  told  me  her  affliction.     All  my 
'  womefl,  who  cried  with  me,  can  bear 

*  me  witnefs,  and  tell  you  alfo,  that  I 

*  made  her   a   prefent  of  a   hundred 

*  pieces  of  gold,  and  a  piece  of  bro- 
'  cade.  And  the  grief  which  you  found 

*  me  in  was  upon  the  death  of  her  huf- 
'  band;  and  jull  the  inftant  that  yo-u 
'  came  in,  I  was  going  to  fend  you  a 
f  compliment  of  condolance.' 

At  thefe  words  of  Zobeide,  the  ca- 
liph cried  out  in  a  fit  of  laughter — 
1  This,  Madam,  is  a  ftrange  piece  of 

*  obftinacy:  but,'  continued   he  feri- 
oufly,  *  you  may  depend  upon  Nouz- 

*  hatoul-aonadat's  being  dead.' — *  I 
'  tell  you  not,  Sir]'  replied  Zobeide  in- 
ftantly;   *  it  is  Abon    Haffan  that   is 

*  dead,  and  you  (hall  never  make  me 
'  believe  otherwife.' 

Upon  this  the  caliph  began  to  be  an- 
gry, and  fat  himfelf  upon  the  fofa, 
fome  diftance  from  the  princefs;  and 
fpeaking  to  Melrour,  faid — '  Go  ina- 

*  mediately,  and  fee  which  it  is,  and 

*  bring  me  word;  for  though  I  am  cer- 

*  tain  that  it  isNouzhatoul-aonadat,  I 

*  would  rather  take  this  way  than  be 

*  any   longer  obftinately    pofitive.'— 

*  For  my  part,'  replied  Zobeide,  <  I 

*  know  very   well   that  I  am  in  the 

*  right,  and  you  will  find  it  to  be  Abon 

*  Haffin.' — '  And  for  mine,'  replied 
the  caliph,  '  I  am  fo   fure  that   it  is 
'  Nouzhatoul-aonadat,  that  I  will  lay 

*  you  what  wager  you  will  that  Abon 
«  Haffan  is  well.' 

'  Do  not  think  to  come  off  there,' 
fuid  Zobeide;  «  I  accept  of  your  wa- 

*  ger:  and  I  am  fo  well  perfuaded  of 
'  his  death,  that  I  would  willingly  lay 

*  the  deareft  thing  in  the  world  to  me. 
'  You   know  what  I  have  in  my  dif- 

*  pofal,  and  what  I  value  mod:  pro- 
4  pole  the  bet,  and  I  will  ftand  to  it.* 

*  Since  it  is  come  to  that,'  faid  the 
caliph,  «  I  will  lay  my  garden  of  plea- 

*  fures  againftyour  palace  of  paintings, 

*  though  the  one  is  much  more  worth 
«  than  the  other.' — *  It  is  no  matter  for 
'  that,' replied  Zobeide:  'ifyourgar- 

*  den  is  more  valuable,  you  have  made 

*  choice  of  what  you  think  fit,  and  what 
'  belonged   to  me,   as  an   equivalent 

*  againft 
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'  againftwhat  you  lay;  andlfayDone 
«  to  the  wager,  and  will  not  run  back.' 
The  caliph-  faid  the  fame,  and  both 
waited  till  Mefrour  returned. 

While  the  caliph  and  Zobeide  were 
difputing  fo  earneftly,  and  with  fb 
much  heat,  Abon  Rattan,  who  fore- 
law  their  difference,  was  very  attentive 
to  whatever  might  happen.  As  foon 
as  he  perceived  Mefrourthrough  a  win- 
dow, oppofite  which  he  fat  talking  with 
his  wife,  and  obferved  that  he  was  com- 
ing directly  to  their  apartment,  hepre- 
fently  gueffed  what  he  was  coining 
about,  and  bade  his  wife  make  hade  to 
a£l  the  dead  part  once  more,  as  they 
had  agreed  on:  and,  in  fhort,  they  were 
fo  much  pinched  for  time,  that  Abon 
Haffan  had  much  ado  to  wrap  up  his 
wife,  and  lay  the  piece  of  brocade  upon 
her,  before  Mefrour  came.  A.s  foon 
as  he  had  done  that,  he  opened  the  door 
of  his  apartment,  and  with  a  melan- 
choly and  dejected  countenance,  and 
his  handkerchief  before  his  eyes,  went 
and  fat  down  at  the  head  of  the  pre- 
tended deceafed. 

By  the  time  he  was  feated,  Mefrour 
came  into  the  room.  The  difiiial  light 
which  fainted  his  eyes,  gave  him  a  fe- 
cret  joy  on  account  of  the  errand  the 
caliph  had  fent  him  on.  As  foon  as 
Abon  Haffan  perceived  him,  he  rofe  up 
to  meet  him;  and,  killing  bis  hand  out 
of  refpect,  faid,  figbing  and  groaning 
— «  You  fee  me,  Sir,  in  the  greateft  af- 

*  fliction  that  ever  could  befal  me;  the 

*  death  of  my  wire  Nouzhatoul-aona- 
'  dat,  whom  you  honoured  with  your 

*  favours.' 

Mefrour,  foftened  by  this  difcourfe, 
could  not  refufe  fome  tears  to  the  me- 
mory of  the  deceafed.  He  lifted  tip 
the  pall  a  little  at  the  head,  which  was 
uncovered  ;  and  peeping  under  it,  let 
it  down  again,  and  faid,  with  a  deep 
figh— *  There  is  no  other  god  but  God  : 
'  we  muft  all  fubmit  to  his  will,  and 
'  return  to  him. — Nouzhatoul-aonadat, 

*  my  good  filter,'  added  he,  '  thy  days 
'  have  been  very  few.  God  have  mercy 
«  on  thee!'     Then  turning  to  Abon 
Kaftan,  who  was  all  the  time  in  tears 
— «  We  may  well  fay,'  faid  he,  «  that 
<  women   fometimes  have  whims,  and 
'  lofe   their  fenfes;  for  Zobeide  will 
«  maintain  to  the  caliph  that  you  are 

*  dezd,  and  not  your  wife;  and  what- 

*  ever  the  caliph  can  fay  to  the  ccntra- 
f  ry,  he  cannot  perfuade  her  othei  wife. 


'  He  called  me  to  witnefs  the  truth  of 

*  what  he  affirms  ;  for  you  know  !  was 
4  by  when  you  came  and  toUi  iii-.n  the 
«  forrowful  news.  But  all  figr.iries  no- 

*  thing;  they   are  both.   po!':ti"e  ;  and 

*  the  caliph,  to  convince  Zol>.  .;•"    has 
'  fent  me  to  know  the  truth:  but  I  fear 

*  I  fhall    not    be  believed;   for  when 
'  women  once  take  a  thing,  they  are 
'  not  to  be  beat  out  of  it.' 

'  God  keep  the  Commander  of  the 

*  Faithful  in  his  ri^ht  fenfes,'  replied 
Abon  Haffan,  Itill  iighingand  crying. 
4  You  fee  how  it  is,  and  that  I  have  not 
'  impofed  upon  his  majefty.     And  I 

*  wifh  to  Heaven,1  continued  he,  to  dif- 
femble  the  better,  '  that  I  had  noocca- 

*  fion  to  tell  him  the  melancholy  and 

*  afflicting  news.       Alas !    I    cannot 
'  enough  exprefs  my  irreparable  lofs.' 
— e  That   is  true,'  replied   Mefrour; 
'  and  I  can  allure  you  that  I  have  a 
'  great  fhare  in  your  affliction:  but  you 
'  muft  take  comfort,  and  not  abandon. 
'  yourfelfto  your  grief.     I  leave  you 

*  againft  my  will,  to  return  to  the  ca- 
'  liph:  but  I  beg  the  favour  of  you  not 
c  to  bury  the  corpfe  till  I  come  again  j 

*  for  I  will  affilt  at  the  interment.' 
Abon  HafTan  waited  on  him  to  the 

door,  and  toid  him  that  he  did  not  de- 

ferve  the  honour  that  he  did  him.  And 

for  fear  Mefrour  mould  return   to  fay 

fomethingelfe  to  him,  he  followed  him 

with  his  eyes  for  fome  time,  and  then 

returned    to   his   wife,    and    unloofed 

her.     *  This  is   already,'  faid  he,  «  a 

new  fcene  of  mirth:  but  I  fancy  it 

will  not  be  the  laftj  for  certainly  the 

Princefs    Zobeide  will    not   believe 

Mefrour,  but  will  laugh  at  him,  lince 

fhe  has  too  fubftantial  a  reafon  to  the 

contrary;  therefore  we  muft  expect 

fome    new   event.'        While   Abon 

Haffan  and  Nouzhatoul-aonadat  wers 

talking  thus,   me  had  time  enough  to 

put  on  her  cloaths    again;   and   both 

went  and  fat  down  on  a  fofa,  oppofite 

to  the  window,  where  they  could  fee 

all  that  palled. 

In  the  mean  time,  Mefrour  reached 
Zobeide's  apartment;  and  going  into 
her  clofet  laughing,  clapped  his  hands 
like  one  who  had  fomething  very  agree- 
able to  tell. 

The  caliph,  who  was  naturally  im- 
patient, would  .preiently  be  informed 
of  the  truth  of  the  matter,  for  he  was 
piqued  a  little  at  the  princefs's  diffi- 
dencej  therefore,  as  fpon  as  he  law 
Mefrour-* 
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• — '  Vile  flave!'  faid  he,  '  is  this 
«  a  time  to  lu^h?  Why  do  not  you 
«  teii  me  which  is  dead,  the  wife  or  the 
«  huftnnd  ?' 

«  Commander  of  the  Faithful/  an- 
fwered  Mefrour,  putting 'on  a  ferious 
countenance,  '  it  is  Nouzh  itoul-aona- 
«  dat  who  is  dc.id,  for  the  lofs  of  whom 
<  Abon  H^ffaa  is  as  much  afflicted  jis 
*  when  he  appeared  before  your  maje- 

fty.'  The  caliph,  not  giving  him  time 


tion;  I  fpoke  to  her  myfelf,  and  (lie 
told  me  that  her  hufband  was  dead.* 
'  Madam, 'replied  M  frour, '  I  fwear 
to  you  by  your  own  life,  and  that  of 
the  Commander  of  the  Faithful, 
which  are  both  dear  to  me,  that 
Nouzhatpul  aom<Lr  is  dead,  and 
Abon  Ha  flan  is  living!' 
*  Thou  a;  t  a  bale  dcipicable  (lave!* 
faid  Zobeide  in  a  rage;  <  and  I  will 
*  confound  thee  immediately:'  and 


to  purfue  his  ftory,  interrupted  him,  and     thereupon  (he  called  her   women,   bv 
cried  out,  laugh'ing  heartily — *  Good     clapping  her  hands  together,   who  all 


news!  Zobeidewas  a  momentagomif- 

*  trefsof  the  palace  of  paintings,  which 
«  flie  ftaked  againft  my  garden  of  plea- 
«  fures  finceyou went, and  nowitismine; 
'  therefore  thou  couldft  not  have  done 

*  me  a  greater  pleafure.     But  give  me 
«  a  true  account  of  what  thou  faweft.' 

'  Commander  of  the  Faithful,'  Caid 
Mefrour,  '  when  I  came  to  Abon  Haf- 
«  fan's  apartments,  I  found  the  door 
«  open,  and  he  bewailing  the  death  of 

*  his  wife  Nouzhatoul  aonadat.     He 
'  was  fitting  at  the  head  of  thedeceafed, 


came  in;    *  Come  hither,'  faid  the  prin- 
cefs  to  them,  '  and  fpeak   the   truth. 

*  WTho  was  that  who  came  and  fpoke 
f  with  me   a   little  before. the   caliphi 
«  came  here?'     The  women   all   an- 
fwered  that  it   was  the  poor    afflicted 
Nouzhatoul-lbnadnt.  'And  what,'add- 
ed  me,  addrefling  herfelf  to  her   that 
was  treafurer,  '  did  I  order  you  to  give 

*  her  ?' — 'Madam,'  anfwered  the  trea- 
furer, *  I   gave   Nouzhatoul  aonadat, 
'  by  your  oiders,  a  purfeof  a  hundred! 

pieces  of  gold,  and  a  piece  of  bro- 


*  who  was  laid  out  in  the  middle  of     '  cade,  which  (he  carried  along  i 
«  the  room,  with  her  feet  towardsMec-     '  her.'— '  Well  then,  forrv  flai/pr 
'  ca,  and  was  covered  with  that  piece  of 
«  brocade  which  your  majefty  made  a 


c 
the 


*  prefent  of  to  Abon  Haflan.     After  I 
'  had  expreffed  the  fhare  I  had  in  his 
'  grief,  I  went  and  lifted  up  the  paljat 

*  the  head,  and  knew  Nouzhatoul-ao- 
'  nadat,  though  her  face  was  very  much 
'  fwelled.     I  exhorted  Abon   Haflan, 
'  the  beft  I  could,  to  comfort  himfelf; 
'  and.  when  I  came  away,  I  told  him  I 
'  would  attend  at  his  wife's  funeral, 

*  and  defired  him  not  to  ftir  the  corpfe 
«  till  I  came.     This  is  all  I  can  tell 

your  majefty.'—'  I  afk  no  more,' faid 
ie  caliph,  laughing  heartily;  «  and  I 
«  am  very  well  fatisfied  with  thy  exact  - 
'  nefs.'  '  Then  addreffing  himfelf  to 
Zobeide — «  Well,  Madam,'  faid  he, 
'  have  you  yet  any  thing  to  fay  againft 
'  fo  certain  a  truth  ?  Will  you  always 
€  believe  that  Nouzhatoul -aonadat  is 
'  alive,  and  that  Abon  Haflan  is  dead  ? 

*  And  will  you  not  own  that  you  have 

*  loft  your  wager  ?' 

*  How,  Sir,'  replied  Zobeide,  who 
would  not  believe  one  word  Mefrour 
faid,  c  do  you  think  that  1  regard  that 
'  .impertinent  flave,  who  knows  not 
«  what  he  fays  ?  I  am  not  fo  blind  or 

*  mad.     With  thefe  eyes  I  faw  Nouz- 
<  hatoul-aonadat  in  the  greateft  afflic- 


her.' — <  Well  then,  forry  (lave!1  faid 
Zobeide  to  Mefrour,  in  a  great  palfion, 
«  what  haft  thou  to  fay  to  all  this  ? 
«  What  daft  thou  think  now,  that  I 
'  ought  to  believe  thee  or  my  treafurer, 
'  my  other  women,  or  mvfelf?' 

Mefrour  did  not  want  for  arguments 
to  contradict  the  princefs;  hut  as  he 
was  afraid  of  provoking  her  too  much, 
he  chofc;  rather  to  be  filent;  though  he 
was  fatisfied  within  himfelf  that  the 
wife  was  dead,  and  not  the  hufband. 

All  the  time  of  this  difpute  between 
Zobeide  and  Mefrour,  the  caliph,  who 
heard  what  was  faid  on  both  fides,  and 
was  againft  the  princefs,  becaute  he  had 
feen  and  fpoke  to  Abon  Haflan  himfelf, 
laughed  heartily  to  fee  Zobeide  fo  ex- 
afperated  againft  Mefrour.  '  Madam,* 
faid  he  to  Zobeide,  «  I  know  not  in- 
deed who  was  the  author  of  that  fay- 
ing, that  women  fometimes  lofe  their 
wits,  but  I    am   Cure   you    make  it 
good.     Mefrour  came  juft  now  from 
Abon  Haflan's,  and  tells  you  that  he 
faw  Nouzhatoul  aonadat  lying  dead 
in  the  middle  of  the  room,  Abon  Haf- 
fan  alive,  and  fitting  by  her ;  and  yet 
you  will  not  believe  this  evidence, 
which  nobody  can  reasonably  refufe: 
I  think  it  is  very  ftrange.' 
Zobeide  would  not  hear  what  the  ca- 
3  ?  liph 
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iSph  reprefented.     «  Pardon  me,  Com- 

*  niander  of  the  Faithful,'  replied  (he, 

*  if  I  fufpeft  you.     I  lee  very  well  that 
4  you  have  contrived  with  Mefrour  to 
'  chagrin  me,  and  to  try  my  patience. 
'  And  as   I  perceive  that  his  report 
'  was   concerted  between  you,  I  beg 
«  leave  to  Tend  a  perfon  to  Abon  Haf- 
'  fan's,  to  know  whether  or  not  I  am 

*  in  the  wrong.' 

The  caliph  confented;  and  the  prin- 
cefs  charged  an  old  nurfe,  who  had 
lived  a  long  time  with  her,  with  that 
important  comrniflion.  '  Hark  ye, 
«  nurfe,'  faid  me:  «  you  fee  the  difpute 
«  between  the  caliph  and  me;  therefore 
<  go  to  Abon  Haffan's,  or  rather  Nouz- 

*  hatoul-aonadat's,  for  he  is  dead,  and 

*  clear  up  this  matter.     Ifthou  bring- 
«  eft  me  good  news,  a  handfome  pre- 

*  fen't  is  thy  reward.    Make  hafte,  and 
«  return  quickly.' 

The  caliph  was  overjoyed  to  fee  Zo- 
beide  in  this  embarraffinent}  but  Mef- 
rour, extremely  mortified  to  find  the 
princefs  fo  angry  with  him,  did  all  he 
could  to  appeafe  her,  infomuch  that 
file  and  the  caliph  were  both  fatisfiej 
wirth  him.  He  was  overjoyed  when 
Zobeide  fent  the  nurfe,  becaufe  he  was 
perfuaded  that  the  report  (he  would 
make  would  agree  with  his,  and  would 
juftify  him,  and  reftore  him  to  her  fa- 
vour. 

In  the  mean  time,  Abon  Kaftan,  who 
watched  the  wind'ow,  perceived  the 
nurfe  at  a  diftance;  and  gueflmg  that 
ihe  was  fent  by  Zobeide,  called  his 
•wife,  and  told  her  that  the  princefs's 
nurfe  was  coming  to  know  the  truth  j 

*  Therefore,'  faid  he,  '  make  hafte  and 
'  lay  me  out.'   Accordingly,  Nouzha- 
toul-aonadat  did  fo,  and  covered  him 
with  the  piece  of  brocade  Zobeide  had 
given  her,  and  put  his  turban  upon  his 
face.     The  nurfe,  eager  to  acquit  her- 
felf  of  her  commiflion,   came  a  good 
round  pace}  and  entering  the  room, 
perceived   Nouzhatcul  fionadat  all   in 
tears,  her  hairdifhevelled,  and  fitting  at 
the  head  of  her  hufband,  beating  her 
breaft,  and  exprefling  a  violent  grief. 

The  good  old  nurfe  went  directly  to 
the  falfe  widow:  <  My  dear  Nouzha- 
«  toul-aonadat,"  faid  (he,  with  a  for- 
rowful  face,  *  I  come  not  to  interrupt 

*  vour  grief  and  tears  for  a  hufband 

*  whom  you  loved  fo  tenderly.'—'  Ah, 

*  good  mother!'  replied  the  counterfeit 
widow,  *  you  fee  my  misfortune,  and 


how  unhappy  I  am  by  the  lofs  of  mj 

beloved  Abon  Kaftan. — Abon  Haf- 

fan,    my    dear    hufband,'   cried   (he, 

what  have   I  done  that  you   mould 

leave  mefo  foon  ?  Have  I  not  always 

ratherobeyed  your  will  than  my  own? 

Alas!    what  will    become   of  poor 

Nouzhatoul- aonadat  ?' 

The  nurfe  was  in  a  great  furprize  to 

fee  everything  quite  the  reverie  of  what 

the  chief  of  the  eunuchs  had  told  the 

caliph*.     '  This  black-faced  Mefrour,* 

faid  (lie,  lifting  up  her  hands,*  deferves 

«  to  be  impaled  for  having  made  fo 

'  great  a  difference  between  my  good 

*  miltrefs  and  the  Commander  of  the 
«  Faithful,  by  the  notorious  lye  he  told 
'  them.— I  will    tell   you,  daughter/ 
faid  (he, '  the  wickednefs  of  that  villain 
«  Mefrour,  who  has  afferted  with  an 
'  inconceivable  impudence,  before  my 
'  miftrefs's  face,  that  you  were  dead, 

*  and  Abon  Haffan  was  alive/ 

'  Alas!  my  good  mother/  cried 
Nouzhatoul-aonadat,  «  I  wifh  to  Hea- 
«  ven  that  it  was  true!  I  (hould  not 

*  be  in  this  forrowful  (late,  nor  bewail 
'  a  hufband  fo  dear  to  me.'     At  tnefe 
words   (he  burft  out  into   tears,   and 
feigned  a  moft  defperate  trouble. 

The  nurfe  was  fo  much  concerned 
for  her  tears,  that  (lie  fat  down  by  her, 
and  cried  too-     Then  gently  lifting  up 
the  turban  and  cloth,  looked  on  the 
face  of  the  corpfe.     '  Ah,  poor  Abon 
Haffan,'  cried  (he,  *  God  have  mercy 
upon  thee  ! — Adieu,  child!'  faid  (he 
o  Nouzhatoul  aonadat.    '  If  I  could 
flay  longer  with  you,  I  would  with 
all  my  heart}  but  I  am  obliged  to 
free  my  miftrefs  from  the  uneafmefs 
that  black  villain  has  given  her  by 
his  impudent  lye,  afluring  her  witli 
an  oath  that  you  was  dead.' 
As  foon  as  the  nurfe  was  gone,  and 
had   pulled  the    door  after   her,   and 
Nouzhatoul- aonadat  thought  (he  would 
not  come  back  again,  (lie  wiped  her 
eyes,    and   went   and   unloofed  Abon 
Haffan  j  and  then  both  went  and  fat 
down   on  a  fofa  againft  the  window, 
expecling  what  would  be  the  end  of 
this  cheat,  and  to  be  ready  to  a£l  ac- 
cording as  things  fhould  offer. 

The  nurfe,  in  the  mean  time,  made 
all  the  hafte  (he  could  to  Zobeide.  The 
pleafure  of  carrying  the  princefs  good 
news,  and  hopes  of  a  good  reward,  add- 
ed wings  to  her  feet}  and  running  in- 
to the  princefs's  clofet  quite  out  of 
breath, 


ARABIAN  NIGHTS  ENTERTAINMENTS.      481 


'  breath,  there  gave  her  a  true  account 
of  all  (he  had  feen.  Zobeide  hearkened  to 

|  theold  woman's  relation  with  a  moft  fen- 
fible  pleafure :  and  when  (he  had  done,  (he 
faid — 'Repeat  it  once  more  before  the  ca- 

'     *  lipD,  who  looks  upon  us  all  to  be  fool's, 

*  and  would  make  us  believe  we  have 

*  no  fen  fe  of  religion,  nor  fear  of  God  ; 

*  and  tell  your  ftory  to  that  wicked  black 
I     *  (lave,  who  had  the  infolence  to  aflert 

*  a  falfity,  and  which  I  knew  to  be  one/ 
Mefrour,  who  expefled  the  nurfe's 

report  would  prove  favourable  on  his 
fide,  was  very  much  mortified  to  find  it 
fo  much  the  contrary.  He  was  fo  vex- 
ed at  the  rage  Zobeide  expreffed  againft 
him,  for  a  thing  which  he  believed  to 
be  very  true,  that  he  was  glad  of  hav- 
ing an  opportunity  of  fpeaking  his 
mind  freely  to  the  nurfe,  which  he  durft 
rot  do  to  the  princefs.  '  Old  toothlefs!' 
faid  he  to  the  nurfe,  '  thou  telleft  lyes, 
'  and  there  is  no  truth  in  what  thoa 
'  fayeft;  for  I  faw  Nouzhatoul-aonadat, 

*  with  thefe  eyes,  laid  out  in  the  midft 
'  of  the  room.' 

*  Thou  art  a  notorious  liar  thyfelf  !* 
replied  the  nurfe,  with  an  infultingair, 
'  to  date  to  maintain  before-  my  face 
'  fo  great  a  falfity,  fince  I  faw  Abon 
'  Haflan  dead,  and  laid  out,  and  left 

*  his  wife  alive.' — '  Thou  art  an   im- 
'  poltor,'  replied  Mefrour,    *  and  en- 
«  deavourett  to  put  us  all  into  confu- 
'  (ion.' 

'  There's  impudence  for  you!'  faid 
the  nurfe,  '  to  dare  to  tell  me  I  lye  in 

*  the  prefence  of  their  majefties,  when 
'  I  faw   juft  now  with  my  own  eyes, 
'  what  I  have  had  the  honour  to  tell 
'  them.' — '  Indeed,    nurfe,'    anfwered 
Mefrour   again,  'you  had  better  hold 
'  your  tongue,  for  you  certainly  doat.' 

Zobeide,  who  could  not  fupportthis 
want  of  refpeft  in  Mefrour,  who,  with- 
out any  regard  to  her,  treated  her  nurfe 
injurioufly,  without  giving  the  nurfe 
time  to  reply  to  fo  grofs  an  affront,  faid 
to  the  caliph — 'Commanderof  theFaith- 

*  ful,  1  demand  juitice  for  this  infolence 
'  in  our  prefence!'  and  could    fay   no 
more,  (he  was  fo  enraged,  but  burltout 
into  tears. 

The  caliph,  who  had  heard  all  this 
difpute,  thought  it  very  intricate,  and 
mufed  fome  time,  and  could  not  tell 
what  to  think  of  fo  many  contradic- 
tions. The  princefs,  for  her  part,  as  well 
as  Mefrour,  the  nurfe,  and  all  the 
women  ilaves  who  were  preieiif,  were 


as  much  puzzled,  and  remained  filent. 
At  laft  the  caliph,   taking  up  the  cud- 
gels, and    addrefling  himfelf    to  Zo- 
beide, faid — '  I  lee  very  well  we  are  all 
lyars  ;  myfelf   fh  ft,    and  then    you, 
Mefrour,  and  your  nurfe;  oratleaft 
it  feems,  not  one  can  be  believed  be- 
fore the  other;  therefore   let   us  go 
ourfelves   to    know  the  truth,  for  I 
can  fee  no  other  way  to  clear  up  thefe 
doubts.' 

After  thefe  words  the  caliph  got  up, 
the  princefs  followed  him,  and  Mef- 
rour went  before  to  open  the  doors  r 
Commander  of  the  Faithful,'  faid  he, 
I  am  overjoyed  that  your  majefty  has 
taken  this  courfe;  and  much  more, 
when  I  (hall  make  it  plainly  appear 
that  the  nurfe  doats,  though  the  ex- 
preffion  is  difpleafing  to  my  good 
miftrefs.' 

The  nurfe,  who  wanted  not  a  reply, 
faid — <  Hold  thy  tongue,  black  face  1 

*  thou  doateft  thyfelf.' 

Zobeide,  who  was  very  much  pro- 
voked at  Mefrour,  could  not  bear  to 
hear  him  attack  her  nurfe  again  with- 
out taking  her  part:  '  Vile  flave!'  faid 
(lie,  'fay  what  thou  wilt,  I  maintain. 
'  my  nurfe  is  in  the  right,  and  look  on 
'  thee  as  a  lyar.' — '  Madam,'  replied 
Mefrour,  '  if  nurfe  is  fo  very  certain 
'  thatNouzhatoul-aonadat  isalive,  and 

*  Ahon  Haflan  is  dead,  I   will  lay  her 
'  what  (he  dares  of  it.'  The  nurfe  was 
as  ready  as  he;  and,  in  fhort,  they  laid  , 
a  piece  of  gold  and  filver  ftuff. 

The  apartment  the  caliph  and  Zo- 
beide came  out  of,  though  it  was  a  great 
way  from  Abon  Haflan's,  it  was  never - 
thelefs  juft  over  againft  it,  and  Abon. 
Haflan  could    perceive   them  coming, 
and  told  his  wife,  that  the  caliph  and 
Zobeide,  preceded   by    Mefrour,    and 
followed  by  a  great  number  of  women, 
were  coming  to  do  them  the  honour  of 
a  vifit.  At  this  news  Hie  feemed  fright- 
ened, and  cried  out — '  What  mail  we 
*  do?  we  are  ruined!'^—'  Fearnothing,* 
replied  Abou  Haflan.     *  What !   have 
you  forgot  what  we  agreed  on  ?   We 
will  both  be  dead,  ana  you  fhall   fee 
all  will  go  well.  At  the  flow  rate  they 
come,  we  fhall  be  ready  before  that 
time  they  get  to  the  door.'  According- 
ly, Abon  Haflan  and  his  wife  wrapped 
up  and  covered  themfelves  with  the  pie- 
ces of  brocade,  and  waited   patiently 
for  their  vifitors. 

Mefrour,  who  came  firft,  opened  th^ 
3  P  a  do«r, 
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door,  and  the  caliph  and  Zobeide,  fol- 
lowed hv  their  attendants,  entered  the 
room;   Kit  were  extremely    furprized, 
and    ftood    motiunlefs,  at    the   difmal 
fi^ht  which  hluted  theireyes.     At  laft 
Zobeide  breaking   filence,  laid   to   the 
caliph — '  Ai^s!   they  are   both   dead  ! 
*  Von  have  done  finely,'  continued  (he, 
looking  at  the  caliph  and  Me  Trout,  '  to 
endeavour  to   make  me   believe  that 
my  (lave  was  dead,  and  I  find  it  true 
at  laftj  it  is  dangerous   jefting  with 
edge  touls.   The  grief  of  loling  her 
.  hufband  has  certainly  killed  her.' — 
Say  rather.    M'«dam,'  ani'wered   the 
aliph,    prepoflVfled    to    the    contrary, 
tr"pNouzhatoi:l-aonadstdied  fir(t,and 
the  afflicted  Abon  Haflan  could  not 
furvive  his  dear  wife 5  therefore  you 
ought  to  agree  that  you  have  loft  your 
wager,  and  your  pahcc  of  paintings 
is  mine.' 

«  Hold  there!"  anfwered  Zobeide, 
animated  with  the  fame  fpirit  of  con- 
tradiclion;  '  I  will  maintain  it  you  have 
loft  your  garden  of  pleafures  tome. 
Abon  Haflan  died  fi.ft;  lince  my 
nurfe  told  you,  as  well  as  me,  that 
(he  faw  her  alive,  and  crying  for  the 
death  of  her  hulband.' 
The  difpute  of  the  caliph  and  Zo- 
beide  brought  on  another  be  twee  n  Me  f- 
rour  and  the  nurfe,  who  had  wagered 
as7  well  as  'hey,  and  each  pretended  to 
win,  nnd  came  at  laft  to  abufe  each 
other  very  grofsly. 

After  all,  the  caliph  reflecting  on 
what  hid  p  ff:d,  began  to  think  that 
2^'-beiiie  had  as  much  reafon  as  him- 
felf  to  nv.'nt-iin  that  fhe  had  won.  In 
the  emban  affrient  he  was  in,  of  not 
being  able  :o  find  out  the  truth,  he  ad- 
vanced tcwarcis  the  two  corpfes,  and 
fat  himfelf  down  at  the  head,  Searching 
after  lornething  that  might  gain  him 
the  victory  over  Zobeide.  'Well, 'cried 
he  prefrntly  after,  *  I  fwear  by  the 

*  holy  name  of  God,  that  1  will  give  a 

*  thoufand  pieces  of  gold  to  him  that 

*  can  tell  me  which  of  thele  two  died 
«  firft!' 

No  f  oner  were  thefe  words  out  of 
the  caliph's  mouth,  but  he  heard  a 
voice  under  Abon  Haffan's  psll  fay — 
«  Commander  of  the  Faithful,  1  died 
'  firfti  gi^e  nne  the  thoufand  pieces  of 

*  gold/  At  tt'e  fame  time  he  faw  Abon 
Haflan  thiow  off  the  piece  of  brocade, 
and  come  and  proftrate  himfelf  at   his 
feet,  while  his  wife  did  the  fame  to 


Zobeide,  keeping  on  her  pall  of  brocade 
out  of  decency.  The  princefs  at  firft. 
fci earned  out,  and  frightened  all  about 
her;  but  recovering  herieif  at  laft,  c-x- 
prefled  a  great  joy  to  fee  hei  fhve  life 
a£  m  aliv<  .  'Ah!  wickt<i  Nouzhatoul- 

•  amadat,'   oicd   (he,  *  v  jiat  pfHiftion 
'  have  I    been  in  for  thy  fake?     How- 
'   ever,   1  forgive   thee  from    my  h  artj 

*  and  am  glrio  to  fee  thee  well.' 

The  caliph,  tor  his  part,  was  not  fb 
much  furprized  when  he  heard  Abon 
H^fTin's  voice;  hui  thought  he  mould 
have  died  away  witr.  laughing  at  this 
unravelling  of  the  myftery,  and  to  hear 
Abon  H^llrin  afk  lo  ferioufly  for  fie 
thoullind  pieces  of  gold  '  What,  Abon 
Haffm,'  faid  he.  '  hait  tliou  conipir- 
ed  againft  my  life,  to  kul  me  a  fe- 
cond  time  with  laughing?  How  came 
this  thought  into  your  'e  id,  to  fur- 
prize  Zobeiue  and  me  thus  when  we 
ieaft  thought  of  fuch  a  trick  ?' 
*  Commander  of  the  Faithful,'  re- 
)lied  Alioi)  Haff^n,  '  I  will  declare  to 
your  majelty  the  whole  lru»h,  'with- 
out the  Ieaft  referve.  Your  majefty 
knows  very  well,  that  I  always  loved  - 
to  eat  and  drink  well;  and  the  wife 
you  gave  me  rather  increafed  than 
reftrained  that  inclination.  With 
thefe  difpofitions,  your  majefty  may 
eafily  fuppofe  we  might  fpend  a  good 
eftate;  and,  to  make  fhort  ofmv  ftory, 
wewere  not  in  the  Ieaft  fparing  ofwhat 
your  majefty  fo  generoufly  gave  us. 
This  morning,  accounting  with  our 
caterer,  who  took  care  to  provide 
every  thing  for  us,  and  paying  what 
we  owed  him,  we  found  we  had  no- 
thing left.  Then  reflections  of  what 
was  paft,  and  refolutions  to  manage 
better  for  the  future,  crouded  into 
our  thoughts  apace,  and  after  them  a 
thoufand  projects,  all  which  we  re- 
filled. At  laft,  the  fliame  of  being 
reduced  to  fo  low  a  condition,  and 
not  daring  to  tell  your  majefty,  made 
us  contrive  this  trick  to  relieve  our 
necedities,  and  to  divert  your  majefty, 
hoping  that  you  would  be  plcaled  to 
pardon  us.' 

The  caliph  and  Zobeide  were  very 
well  fatisried  with  Abon  Haffan's  fin- 
cerit}1}  and  then  Zobeide,  who  had  all 
along  been  very  ferious,  began  tolaugh, 
and  could  not  help  thinking  of  Abon 
Hafian's  fcheme.  When  the  caliph, 
who  had  laughed  his  fides  fore  at  the 
finguiarity  of  this  adventure,  rifing  up, 
laid— 
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fald— 'Follow  me  both  ofyou,and  I  will 
«  give  you  the  thoufand  pieces  of  gold 
*  I  promileU  you.1  Zobeide  defired 
him  to  let  her  make  her  (lave  a  prefent  of 
that  fum.  By  this  means  Abon  Haifa  n 
and  ms  dear  wife  Nouz'iatoul-aonadat 
preferved  the  favour  "of  the  Caliph  Ha- 
roun  Alrafchid  and  the  Princefs  Zo- 
beide,3nd  by  heir  liberalities v  ere  made 
capable  of  purfuing  their  pleafures. 


THE   STORY  OF  ALADDIN  ;  OR,  THE 
WONDERFUL   LAMP. 

IN  the  capital  of  one  of  th~e  Jargeft 
and  richer!  provinces  of  the  kingdom 
of  China,  there  lived  a  taylor,  whofe 
name  was  Muftapha,  who  hadnooiher 
tliftindion  but  thai  which  his  profeflion 
afforded  him;  and  fo  pour,  that  he  could 
hardly  fubfift  himfelf  and  family, 
which  confided  of  a  wife  and  fon,  by 
his  daily  labour. 

His  fon,  whom  he  called  Aladdin, 
had  been  brought  up  after  a  very  care- 
lefs  and  idle  manner,  and  by  that  means 
had  contracted  nuny  vicious  habits. 
•He  was  wicked,  obftinate,  and  difobe- 
dient  to  his  father  and  mother,  who, 
when  he  grew  up,  could  not  keep  him 
within  doors;  but  he  would  go  out 
early  in  the  morning,  and  liay  out  all 
day,  playing  in  the  ftreets  ,\nd  publick, 
places  with  black-  guard  boys,  and  fuch 
little  vagabonds  as  himfelf. 

When  he  was  old  enough  to  ferve  as 
an  apprentice, his  father,  not  being  able 
to  put  him  out  to  any  other  tratle,  took, 
him  into  his  own  (hop,  and  /hewed  him 
how  to  ufe  his  needle:  but  neither  good 
words,  nor  the  fear  of  rhaftilement, 
were  capable  of  fixing  his  mercurial 
genius.  AH  that  his  father  could  do 
to  keep  him  at  home,  and  mind  his 
work,  was  in  vain;  for  no  fooner  was 
Muftapha's  back  turned,  but  Aladdin 
was  gone  for  that  day.  Muftapha  cha- 
flifed  him,  but  Aladdin  was  incorrigi- 
ble; and  his  father,  to  his  great  grief, 
was  forced  to  abandon  him  to  his  liber- 
tinilm  :  and  was  fo  much  troubled  that 
he  could  not  reclaim  his  fon,  that  it 
threw  him  into  a  fit  of  ficknefs,  of 
which  he  died  in  a  few  months  after. 

The  mother,  finding  that  her  fon 
would  not  follow  his  father's  trade,  (hut 
up  the  (hop,  and  fold  off  the  utenfilsof 
that. trade,  and  with  the  money  (he  got 
for  them,  and  with  what  fhe  could  get 


by  fpinning  cotton,  thought  to  fubfift 
herielt  and  her  fon. 

Aladdin,  who  was  now  no  longerre- 
ftrained  by  the  fear  of  a  father,  and 
who  cared  fo  little  for  his  mother,  that 
whenever  (he  chided  him  he  would  fly 
in  her  face,  gave  himfelf  entirely  over 
to  his  folly,  and  was  never  out  of  the 
ftreets  from  his  companions.  This  trade 
he  drove  till  he  was  almoft  fifteen  years 
old,  without  thinking  in  the  lead  how 
to  get  his  bread ;  when  one  dny  as  he 
was  pi  ay  iig,  according  to  csftom,  ia 
the  ftreets  with  his  black-guard  troop, 
a  ftranger  paffed  by,  who  Hood  ftill  to 
obferve  him. 

Thisftranger  was  a  famous  magician, 
called  by  the  author  who  writ  his  life, 
the  African  Magician;  and  by  that 
name  I  lhall  call  him,  fince  he  was  a 
native  of  Africa,  and  had  been  come 
but  two  days  from  thence. 

Whether  or  not  the  African  magici- 
an, who  was  a  good  phyfiognomift,  had 
obferved  (omething  in  AUddin's  coun- 
tenance which  was  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  for  the  execution  of  the  defi^n  he 
came  about,  I  cannot  tell;  but  he  in- 
formed himfelf  who  he  was,  and  what 
were  his  inclinations;  and  when  he  had 
learned  what  he  defired  to  know,  he 
went  up  to  him,  and,  t. 'king  him  afide 
from  his  comrades, (aid  to  him— -'Child, 

*  was  not  your  father  called  Muftapha 

*  thetaylor?' — 'Yes,    Sir,'    anfwered 
Aladdin;  'but  he  has  been  dead  a  long 

*  time.' 

At  thefe  words,  the  African  magi- 
cian threw  his  arms  about  Aladdin's 
neck,    and   kifled    him    feveral  times'^ 
with  tears  in  his  eyes.     Aladdin,  wh.3 
obferved   his  tears,    aflced    him    what 
made  him  cry.    'Alas'   my  fon,' cried 
the  African  magician  with  a  figh,  *  how 
can  I  forbear?  I  am  your  uncle;  your 
good  father  was  my  own  brother.     I 
have  been  a  great  many  years  abroad 
travelling:  and  now  I  am  come  home 
big  with  the  hopes  of  feeirghim,you 
tell  me  he  is  dead  !   I  allure  you  it  is 
a  fenfible  grief  to  me  to  be  deprived 
of  the  joy  and  comfort  I  expected. 
But  it  is  fome  rejief  to  my  afHiclion, 
that  by  as  much  as  I  can  remember  of 
him,  I  knew  you  at  firft  fight,  you 
are  fo  like  him ;  and   I  fee  I  am  not 
deceived.'     Then  he  afked  Aladdin, 
putting  his  hand  into  his  purfe,  w,iere 
his  mother  lived;  and  as  foon  as  Alad- 
din had  informed. him,  he  gave  him  a 
handful 
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feandful  of  fmall  money,  faying  to  him 
—'Go,  my  brave  boy,  to  your  mother, 
and  give  my  love  «nd  fervice  to  her, 
and  tell  her,  that  I  will  come  and  fee 
her  to- morrow,  if  I  have  time,  that 
I  may  have  the  fatisfaclion  of  feeing 
where  rny  brother  lived  fo  long,  and 
ended  his  days." 

As  foon  as.  the  African  magician  left 
Ms  new-adopted  nephew,  Aladdin  ran 
to  his  mother,  overjoyed  with  the  mo- 
Bey  his  uncle  had  given  him.  '  Mother,' 
£wdhe,  '  have  I  ever  an  uncle  ?' — *  No, 
child,'  replied  his  mother}  '  you  have 
no  uncle,  neither  by  your  father's 
fide  nor  mine.' — *  It  is  no  matter  for 
that,*  anfwered  Aladdin:  *  1  am  juft 
now  corne  from  a  gentleman  who 
faid  he  is  my  uncle  by  my  father's 
fide,  affuring  me  that  he  is  his  bro- 
ther. He  cried  and  killed  me  when 
I  told  him  that  my  father  was  dead  : 
and,  to  (hew  you  that  what  I  tell  you 
is,  truth,'  added  he,  pulling  out  the 
money,  '  fee  here  what  he  has  given 
me!  He  charged  me  to  give  his  fer- 
vice to  you;  and  to  tell  you,  that,  if 
he  has  any  time  to-morrow,  he  will 
came  and  pay  you  a  vifit,  that  he  may 
fee,  at  the  fame  time,  the  houfe  my 
father  lived  and  died  in.' — '  Indeed, 
child,'  replied  the  mother,  *  your  fa- 
ther had  a  brother,  but  he  has  been 
dead  a  long  time  ;  and  I  never  heard 
cf  another.* 

The  mother  and  fon  talked  no  more 
then  of  the  African  magician  ;  but  the 
r>ext  day  Aladdin's  uncle  found  him 
playing  in  the  ftreets  again  with  his 
companions  ;    and  embracing  him  as 
before,  put  two  pieces  of  gold  into  his 
hand,  and  faid  to  him  — '  Carry  this, 
child,  to  your  mother,  and  tell  her 
that  I  will  come  and  fup  with  her  to- 
night, and  bid  her  get  fomething  for 
us  to  eat :  but  ftrft  (hew  me  the  houfe 
where  you  live.' 

After  Aladdin  had  (hewed  the  Afri- 
can magician  the  houfe,  he  carried  the 
two  pieces  of  gold  to  his  mother;  and 
when  he  had  told  her  his  uncle's  in- 
tentions, (he  went  out  and  bought  pro- 
vifions ;  and  confidering  that  (he  wanted 
dimes  and  plates,  and  other  conve- 
niences to  drefs  the  meat  with,  (he 
went  and  borrowed  them  of  her  neigh- 
bouis.  She  fpent  the  whole  day  in  this 
fort  of  work,  and  dreffing  the  (upper; 
and  at  night,  when  it  was  ready,  (he 
&id  to  Aladdin—'  Perhaps  your  uncle 


*  knows  not  how  to  find  our  houfe; 

*  go  and  fee  for  him,  and  bring  him, 

*  if  .you  meet  with  him.' 

Though  Aladdin  had  (hewed  the 
magician  the  houfe,  he  was  very  ready 
to  go,  when  his  uncle  knocked  at  the 
door,  which  Aladdin  immediately 
opened :  and  the  magician  went  in, 
loaded  with  wine,  and  all  forts  of  fruits, 
which  he  brought  for  a  deficit. 

After  that  the  African  magician  had 
given  what  he  brought  into  Aladdin's 
hands,  he  faluted  his  mother,  and  de- 
fired  her  to  (hew  him  the  place  of  the 
fofa  where  his  brother  Muftapha  ufed 
to  fit ;  and  when  (he  had  fo  done,  he 
prefently  fell  down  and  kiffed  itfeveral 
times,  crying  out,  with  tears  in  his 
eyes — '  My  poor  brother!  how  un- 

*  happy  am  I  not  to  come  foon  enough 
'  to  give  him  the  laft  embrace  !'  Alad- 
din's mother  defired  him  to  fit  down  in 
the   fame  place:    but  he  would  not; 
'  No,'  faid  lie,  *  I  (hall  take  care  how 

*  I  do  that ;  but  give  me  leave  to  fit 
'  over  againtl  it,  that,  if  I  am  deprived 
'  of  the  latisfa&ion  of  feeing  the  ma- 

*  fter  of  the  family,  which  is  fo  dear  to 
'  me,  I  may  at  lead  have  the  pleafure 

*  of  feeing  the  place  where  he  ufed  to 

*  fit.*     Aladdin's  mother  preffcd  him 
no  farther,  but  left  him  at  bis  liberty 
to  fit  where  he  pleafed. 

When  the  magician  had  made  choice 
of  a  place,  he  began  to  enter  into  dif- 
courie  with  Aladdin's  mother.  *  My 
good  fifter,'  faid  he,  '  do  not  be  fur-, 
prized  at  your  never  having  feen  me 
all  the  time  you  have  been  married  to 
my  brother  Muftapha:  I  have  been 
forty  years  abfent  from  this  country, 
which  is  my  native  place,  as  well  as 
my  brother's;  and  during  that  time 
have  travelled  into  the  Indies,  Perfia, 
Arabia,  Syria,  and  Egypt,  and  have 
refided  in  mod  of  the  h'neft  towns 
of  thofe  countries;  and  afterwards 
crofied  over  into  Africa,  where  I 
made  a  long  abode.  At  laft,  as  it  is 
natural  for  a  man,  how  diltant  foever 
it  may  be,  to  remember  his  native 
country,  relations,  and  acquaintance, 
I  was  very  defirous  to  fee  mine  again, 
and  to  embrace  my  dear  brother  j 
and,  finding  I  had  ftrength  and  cou- 
rage enough  to  undertake  fo  long  a 
journey,  1  immediately  made  all  ne- 
ceflary  preparations  for  it,  and  fo  fet 
forward.  I  will  not  tell  you  the 
length  of  time,  all  the  gbftacles  I  met 
•  with, 
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with,  and  what  fatigues  I  have  en- 
dured,  to  come  hither  ;  but  only  that 
nothing  ever  mortified  and  affiicled 
me  fo  much  as  the  hearing  of  my 
brother's  death,  for  whom  I  always 
had  a  brotherly  love  and  friendfhip. 
I  obferved  his  features  in  the  face  of 
my  nephew,  your  fon,  and  diftin- 
guifhed  him  from  among  a  number 
of  children  with  whom  he  was  at 
play;  and  he  can  tell  you  how  I  re- 
ceived the  moft  melancholy  news  that 
ever  reached  my  ears.  But  God  be 
praifed  for  all  things!  it  is  a  com- 
fort to  me  to  find  him  again  in  a  fon, 
who  has  his  moil  remarkable  fea- 
tures.' 

The  African  magician,  perceiving 
that  Aladdin's  mother  began  to  weep 
at  the  remembrance  of  her  hufband, 
changed  the  difcourfe;  and  turning  to- 
wards Aladdin,  afked  him  his  name. 
«  I  am  called  Aladdin,' faid  he.  'Well, 
'  Aladdin, 'repliedthemagician,  'what 
«  bufmefs  do  you  follow  ?  Are  you  of 
•  any  trade?1 

At  this  queftion  Aladdin  was  a  little 
Earned  ;    when   his  mother  made  an- 
fwer—  *  Aladdin  is  an  idle  fellow:  his 
father,  when  alive,  ftrove  all  he  could 
to  learn  him  his  trade,  but  could  not 
doit;  and  (ince  his  death,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  I  can  fay  to  him,  he  does 
nothing  but  idle  away  his  time  in  the 
ftreets,  as  you  faw  him,  without  con- 
fidering  that  he  is  no  longer  a  child  j 
and,  if  you  do  not  make  him  afhamed 
of  it,  and  leave  it  off,  I  defpair  of  his 
ever  coming  to  any  good.  He  knows 
that  his  father  left  him  no  fortune, 
and  fees  me  endeavour  to  get  bread 
by  fpinning  cotton  every  day.     For 
my  part,  I  am  refolved,  one  of  thefe 
days,  to  turn  him  out  of  doors,  and 
let  him  provide  for  himfelf.' 
After  thefe  words,  Aladdin's  mother 
burfted  into  tears  ;  and  the  magician 
faid — <  This  is  not  well,  nephew;  you 
muft  think  of  helping  yourfelf,  and 
getting  your  livelihood.  There  are  a 
great  many  forts  of  trades;  confider 
which  you  have  the  greateit  inclina- 
tion to.    Perhaps  you  did  not   like 
your  father's  trade.     Come,  do  not 
difguife  your  fentiments  from  me;   I 
will  endeavour  to  help  you.'     But 
finding  that  Aladdin  returned  no  an- 
fwer — '  If  you  have  no  mind,'  conti- 
nued he,  '  to  learn  any  trade,  and  prove 
4  an  honeft  man,  I  will  take  a  (hop  for 


you,  and  furni/h  it  with  all  forts  of 
fine  fluffs  and  linens,  and  fet  you  to 
trade  wi-th  them  :  but  you  mull  foe 
fure,  with  the  money  you  take,  to  buy 
in  frefh  goods,  and  then  you  will  live 
after  an  honourable  way.  Confuk 
your  own  inclination,  ar.d  tell  me 
freely  what  you  think  of  it :  you 
(hall  always  find  me  ready  to  keep 
my  word.' 

This  propofal  very  much  flattered 
Aladdin,  who  hated  working  mortally, 
and  had  fenfe  enough  to  know  that  fuclt 
fort  of  (hops  were  very  much  elleemed 
and  frequented,  and  the  owners  very 
much  honoured  and  refpe£led.  He  told 
the  magician  that  he  had  a  greater  in- 
clination to  that  bufinefs  than  to  any 
other,  and  that  he  fhould  be  very  much 
obliged  to  him.  '  Since  this  profeflion 

*  is  agreeable  to  you,'  faid  the  African 
magician,  «  I  will  carry  you  along  with 

*  me  to-morrow,    and  cloath  you  a-s 
4  richly    and   handfomely   as  the  top 
'  merchants  of  the  city  ;  and  after  that 
'  we  will  think  of  taking  a  (hop.* 

Aladdin's  mother,  who  never  till  then 
could  believe  that  the  magician  was  her 
hufband's  brother,  thanked  him  for  his 
good  intentions;  and,  after  having  ex- 
horted Aladdin  to  render  himfelf  wor- 
thy of  his  uncle's  favour  by  his  goc*i 
behaviour,  ferved  up  fupper,  at  whiok 
they  talked  of  feveral  indifferent  mat- 
ters: and  then  the,  magician,  who  faw 
that  the  night  was  pretty  far  advanced, 
took  his  leave  of  the  mother  and  fon, 
and  retired. 

He  came  again  the  next  day,  as  he 
promifed,  and  took  Aladdin  with  him 
to  a  great  merchant,  who  fold  all  forts 
of  habits  ready-made,  and  all  forts  of 
fine  (luffs,  and  bid  Aladdin  chufe  thofe 
he  liked  bed.  Aladdin,  charmed  with 
the  liberality  of  his  new  uncle,  made 
choice  of  one;  and  the  magician  imme- 
diately bought  it,  and  all  things  proper 
to  it. 

When  Aladdin  found  himfelf  Co 
handfomely  equipped  from  top  to  toe, 
he  returned  his  uncle  all  the  thanks 
imaginable;  who,  on  the  other  hand, 
promifed  never  to  forfake  him,  but  al- 
ways take  him  along  with  him:  which 
he  did  to  the  mod  refortrd  places  in  the 
city,  and  particularly  where  the  prin- 
cipal merchants  kept  their  (hops.  When 
he  brought  him  into  the  flreet  where 
they  (old  the  richeft  (tuffs  and  fineft 
linens,  he  faid  to  Aladdin  —  *  As  you 

«  are 
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«  arc  foon  to  be  a  merchant,  is  well  as 

*  thefe  here,  it  is  proper  that  you  (hould 

*  frequent  ihefe  mops,  and  beac<|naint- 

*  ed  with  them.'   Then  !ie  Ihewed  him 
the  large  ft  and  fineft  mofques.  %and  car- 
ried him  to  the  khans,  or  inns,  where 
the  merchants  and  travellers  lodged  ; 
and  afterwards  to  the  fultan's  palace, 
where  he  had  free  accefs :    and  at  laft 
brought  him  to  his  own  khan,  where, 
meeting  with  fome  merchants  whom  he 
had  got  acquainted  with  fines 'his  ar- 
rival, he  gave  them  a  treat,   to  bring 
them   and   his  pretended   nephew   ac- 
quainted. 

This  treat   lafted   till    night,  when 
Aladdin  would  have  taken    his  leave 
of  his  uncle  to  go  home  ;    but  the  ma- 
gician would  not  let  him  go  by  him- 
felf, but  conclticle'i  him  fife  to  his  mo- 
therj  who,  as  foon  as  me  faw  him  fo 
finely   dreffed,    was  tranfpoited   with 
joy,  and  beftowed  a  thoufand  bleflings 
upon  the  magician  for  being  at  fo  great 
an  expence  upon  her  child.     *  Gene- 
rous relation,'  faid  (he,  '  I  know  not 
how  to  thank  you  for  your  liberality! 
I  know  that  my  fon  is  not  deferving 
of  your  favours;   and  was  he  ever  (o 
grateful,  and  anfwered  your  good  in- 
tentions,  he  would  be  unworthy  of 
them.     For  my  part,'  added  fhe,  «  I 
thank  you  with  all  my  foul,  and  wifh 
you   may  live  long  enough  to  be  a 
witnefs  of  my  fon's  gratitude,  which 
he  cannot  better  fhew  than  by  regu- 
lating his  condu6l  by  your  good  ad- 
vice.' 

'  Aladdin,'   replied   the   magician, 
is  a  good  boy,  and  minds  me  well 
enough  ;  and  I  believe  we  mail  do 
very  well :    but  I  am  forry  for  one 
thing;  which  is,  that  I  cannot  per- 
form   to-morrow  what  I    promised, 
becaufe  it  is  Friday,  and  the  (hops 
will  be  (hut  up;    and  therefore  we 
cannot  hire  one,  but  muft  let  it  alone 
till  Saturday.  But  I  will  call  on  him 
to-morrow,  and  take  him  a  walking 
in  the  gardens,  where  people  of  the 
beft  fafhion  generally  walk.  Perhaps 
he  has  never  feen  thefe  diverfions;  he 
has  only  hitherto  been  among  chil- 
dren, but  now  he  muft  fee  men.' 
Then  the  African  magician  took  his 
leave  of  the  mother  and  the  fon,  and 
retired.     Neverthelefs,  Aladdin,  who 
was  overjoyed  to  be  fo  well  cloathed, 
conceived  a  great  deal  of  pleafure  be- 
forehand to  Walk  in  the  gardens  which 


lay  aSout  the  town,    and  were 
beautiful,  and  where  he  had  never  been 
in  his  1-fe. 

Aladdin  arofe  early  the  next  morn- 
ing, and  drafted  himfelf,  to  be  ready 
againft  his  uncle  called  on  him;  and, 
afrer  he  had  waited  fome  time,  he  be- 
gan to  be  impatient,  and  ftood  watch- 
ing for  him  at  thff  door;  bur  ;is  foon  as 
he  perceived  hi.n  coming,  he  told  his 
mother,  took  his  leave  of  her,  and  ran 
to  meet  him. 

The  magician  caiefTed  Aladdin  when 
he  came  to  him.  '  Come  along;,  my 
'  brave  boy  !'  (aid  he,  '  and  I  will  mew 

*  you  fine  tnings.'    Then  he  led  him 
out  at  one  of  the  gates  of  the  city  to 
fome  large   fine    qnufes,   or  rather  pa- 
laces, to  each  of  which  belonged  beauti- 
ful gardens,  into  which  any  body  might 
go;  and  it  every  houfe  he  came  to,  he 
a(ked  Aladdin  if  he  did  not  think  it 
fine  ;  and  Aladdin  was  ready  to  anfwer 
according  to  his  opinion     By  this  arti- 
fice, the  cunning  magician  got  Alad- 
din a  pretty  way  into  the  country  j  and, 
as  he  had  a  mind  to  carry  him  farther;, 
to  execute  a  defign  he  had  formed,  he 
took  an  opportunity  to  fit  down  in  one 
of  the  gardens  by  a  fountain  of  clear 
water,  pretending  to  be  tired,  the  better 
to  reft  Aladdin.      «  Come,  nephew,* 
faid  he,  '  you  muft  be  weary,  as  well 
1  as  me;  let  us  refrefh  ourfelves,  and 
c  we  (hxll  be  better  able  to  walk.' 

After  they  had  fat  down,  the  magi- 
cian pulled  out  a  handkerchief  of  cakes 
and  fweetmeats,  which  he  had  pro- 
vided on  purpofe,  and  laid  it  between 
them.  Afterwards  he  broke  a  cake  in 
two,  and  gave  one  half  to  Aladdin,  and 
ate  the  other  himfelf;  and,  in  regard 
to  the  fweetmeats,  he  left  him  at  his 
liberty  to  take  which  fort  he  liked  beft: 
and,  during  this  ihort  repaft,  he  ex- 
horted his  nephew  to  break  himfelf  of 
childifh  plays,  and  endeavour  to  keep 
men  company,  and  improve  by  their 
converfation.  '  For,'  faid  he,  '  you 
f  will  foon  be  at  man's  eftate,  and  muft 
'  ufc  yourfelf  betimes  to  difcburfe 

*  gravely.'      When  they   had   ate   as 
much  as  they  had  a  mind  to,  they  got 
up,   and  purfued  their  walk  through 
the  gardens;  which  were  only  feparated 
from    one  another  by   fmall    ditches, 
which  only  marked  out  the  limits,  but 
never  hindered  the  communication  5  fo 
great  was  the  confidence  the  inhabitants 
repofed  in  each  other.     By  this  means 

the 
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the  African  magician  drew  Aladdin  in- 
fenlibly  beyond  the  gardens,  and  crofled 
the  country,  till  they  came  almoft  to  the 
mountains. 

Then  Aladdin,  who  had  never  been 
fo  far  in  his  life  before,  began  to  find 
himfelf  much  tired  with  fo  long  a  walk; 
and  faid  to  the  magician— •'  Where  are 
we  going,  uncle?    We  have  left  the 
gardens  a  great  way  behind  us,  and  I 
fee  nothing  but  the  mountains  :  if 
we  go  much  farther,  1  do  not  know 
whether  or  no  I  (hall  be  able  to  reach 
the  town  again.' — «  Never  fear,  ne- 
phew,' faid  the  falfe  uncle;  *  I  will 
(hew  you  a  garden  which  furpattes 
all  we' have  yet  feen  :   it  is  not  fdroff; 
it  is  but  a  little  ftep  ;    and  when  we 
come  there,   you  will  fay  that  you 
would  have  been  forry  to  have  been 
fo  near  it,  and  not  feen  it.'     Alad- 
din was  foon  perfuaded  ;   and  the  ma- 
gician, to  make  the  way  feem  fhorter, 
told  him  a  great  many  ftories. 

At  lad  they  came  between  two  moun- 
tains of  a  moderate  height  and  equal 
fize,  divided  by  a  little  valley,  which 
was  the  place  where  the  magician  in- 
tended  to  bring  Aladdin,   to   put    in 
execution   a  delign   that   had   brought 
him  from  Africa.     *   We  will   go  no 
farther  now,'  faid  he  to  Aladdin.  '  I 
will  here  (hew  you  fome  things  very 
extraordinary,  and  what  nobody  ever 
faw  before  ;  which,  when  you  have 
feen   them,   you  will   thank  rne  for. 
But,  while  I  ftrike  fire,  do  you  gather 
up  all  the  loofe  dry  iticks  you  can  fee, 
to  light  a. fire  with.' 
Aladdin  found  there  fo  many  dried 
flicks,  that,  before  the  magician  had 
lighted  a  match,  he  had  gathered  up  a 
great  heap.     The  magician   prefently 
fet  them  on  fire,  and  in  a  moment  they 
were  all  in  a  blaze  :  the  magician  threw 
a  perfume  which  he  had  about  him  into 
it,  which  raifed  a  great  cloud  of  fmoke  ; 
then  turning   himfelf  about,  he  pro- 
nounced feveral  magical  words,  which 
Aladdin  did  not  underftand. 

At  the  fame  time  the  earth  trembled 
a  little,  and  opened  juft  before  the  ma- 
gician and  Aladdin,  and  difcovered  a 
(tone  about  half  a  yard  fquare,  with  a 
brafs-ring  fixed  into  the  middle  of  it, 
to  raife  it  up  by.  Aladdin  was  fo 
frighted  at  what  he  faw,  that  he  would 
have  run  away  ;  but,  as  he  was  to  be 
ferviceable  to  the  magician,  he  catched 
hold  of  him,  and  gave  him  fuch  a  blow 


upon  the  check,  that  he  knocked  him 
down,  and  had  like  to  have  beat  his 
teeth  down  his  throat.  PoorAladdin  got 
up  again  trembling  ;  and,  with  tears/in 
his  eyes,  faid  to  the  magician — '  What 
«  have  I  done,  untie,  to  be  treated  after 

*  this  fevere  manner?1 — *  I  have   my 
'  reafons  for  it,'  replied  the  magician. 

*  I  am  your  uncle,  and  fupply  the  place 
«  of  your  father;  and  you  ought  not 
'  to  make  any   reply.      But,    child,' 
added  he,  fweetening  him,  «  do  not  be 
«  afraid  of  any  thing  ;  for  I  (hall  not 
«  aik  any  thing  of  you  but  that  you 
'  may    obey    me   punctually,    if   you 

*  would  reap  the  advantages  which  I 
'  intended    you    fhoulcl.'     Thefe    fair 
promifes  calmed  Aladdin's  fears  and 
refentment ;    and   when    the   magician 
faw  that. he  was  a  little  come  to  him- 
felf,  he  faid  to  him — '  You  fee  what  I 
'  have  done  by  the  virtue  of  my  per- 
'  fume,  and  the  words  I  pronounced. 
'  Know,   then,   that  under  this  ftone 

*  there  is  hid  a  treafure,  which  is  def- 

*  lined  to  be  yours,    and  which  will 

*  make  you   richer  than    the   greateft 
c  monarch  in  the  world  ;  therefore  no 
«  other  perfon  but  yourfelf  is  permitted 
«   to  touch  this  ftone,  and  to  pull  it  up, 
'  and  go  in  :  for  I  am  forbid  felting  a 

*  foot    into    this  treafure    when    it    is 

*  opened  ;  fo  you  muft,   without   fail, 
'  punctually  execute  what  I  tell  you  j 

*  for  it  is  a  matter  of  great  conlequence 

*  both  to  you  and  me.' 

Aladdin,  amazed  at  all  he  faw  and 
heard  the  magician  fay  of  the  treafure, 
which  was  to  nuke  him  happy  forever, 
forgot  what  was  paft;  and  faid  to  the 
magician  —  '  Well,   uncle,  what  is  to 
be  done?  Command  me  ;  I  am  ready 
to  obey  you.' — «   I   am    overjoyed, 
child,'    faid  the  African  magician, 
mbracing  him,   «  to  fee  you  aft  fo  pru- 
dently.    Here,  take  hold  of  the  ring, 
and  lift  up  that  ftone.'  — «  Indeed, 
uncle,'  replied  Aladdin,    '  I  am  not 
ftr'ong  enough  to  lift  it;    you  muft 
help  me.' — <  You   have  no  occafion 
for  my  affiftance,'  anfwered  the  ma- 
gician ;   '  if  I  help  you,  we  (hall  be  able 
to  do  nothing;  you  mult  lift  it  up 
yourfelf:  take  hold  of  the  ring,  and 
only  pronounce  the  names  of  your 
father  and  grandfather,  and  lift  it  up, 
and   you  will  find  that  it  will  corns 
eafily.'   Aladdin  did  as  the  magician 
bade  him,  and  railed  the  ftone  with  a 
great  deal  of  eafe,  and  laid  it  by. 

3  0,  When 
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When  the  ftone  was  pulled  up,  there 
appeared  a  cave  of  about  three  or  four 
feet  deep,  and  fteps  to  go  down  lower. 
«   Obferve,  Aladdin,'   (aid  the  African 
magician,  «  what  I  am  going  to  fay  to 
you.     Go  down  into  that  cave  ;  and 
when  you  are  at  the  bottom  of  thofe 
fteps,  you  will  find  a  door  open, which 
will  lead  you  into  a   large  vaulted 
palace,  divided  into  three  great  halls, 
in  each  of  which  you  will  fe«e  four 
large  brafs  veffels  placed  on  each  fide, 
full  of  gold  and  filver;  but  take  care 
you  do  not  meddle  with  them.     Be- 
fore you  go  into  the  firft  hall,  be  Cure 
to  tuck  up  your  gown,  and  wrap  it 
well  about  you,  and  then  go  through 
the  fecond  into  the  third  without  flop- 
ping in  the  lead.     Above  all  things, 
have  a  care  that  you  do  not  touch  the 
walls  fo  much  as  with  your  cloaths  ; 
for  if  you  do,  you  die  immediately. 
At  the  end  of  the  third  hall,  you  will 
find  a  door  which  leads  into  a  gar- 
den planted  with   fine  trees,  loaded 
with   delicate   fruit;     walk  direftly 
acrofs  that  garden  by  a  path,  which 
will  carry  you  to  five  fteps  that  will 
bring  you  upon  a  terrace  walk,  where 
you  will  fee  a  niche  before  you,  and 
in  that  niche  a  lighted  lamp.     Take 
the  lamp  down,  and  put  it  out ;  and 
when   you   have   thrown   away   the 
wick,  and  poured  out  the  liquor,  put 
it  in  your  breaft,  and  bring  it  to  me. 
Do  not  be  afraid  that  the  liquor  will 
fpoil  your  cloaths,  for  it  is  not  oil  ; 
and  the  lamp  will  dry  as  ibon  as  it  is 
thrown  out.  If  you  have  a  mind  to  any 
of  the  fruit  of  the  garden,  you  may 
gather  as  much  as  you  pleafe.' 
After    thefe    words,    the    magician 
pulled  a  rin?  off  his  finger,  and  put  it 
upon  one  of  Aladdin's,  telling  him, 
that  it  was  a  prefervative  againft  all 
misfortunes  while  he  obferved  what  was 
prefcribed  to  him.     After  this  inftruc- 
tion  he  faid — '  Go  boldly,  child,  and 
*  we  (hall  both  be  rich  all  our  lives.' 

Aladdin  jumped  into  the  cave,  went 
down  the  fteps,  and  found  the  three 
halls  juft  as  the  African  magician  had 
defcribed  them.  He  went  through  them 
with  as  much  precaution  as  the  fear  of 
death  could  give  him,  and  obferved  all 
that  he  was  told  very  carefully;  and, 
without  flopping,  croffed  the  garden, 
took  down  the  lamp,  threw  out  the  wick 
and  liquor,  and  put  it  in  his  bofom,  as 
his  uncle  bid  him.  But  as  he  cam* 


down  from  the  terrace  again,  he  flop- 
ped in  the  garden  to  obferve  the  fruit, 
which  he  only  had  a  glimpfe  of  in 
crofling  it.  All  the  trees  were  loaded 
with  extraordinary  fine  fruit,  of  diffe- 
rent colours.  Some  trees  bore  fruit  en- 
tirely white,  and  fome  clear  and  tran- 
fparent  as  cryftal  ;  fome  pale  red,  and 
others  deep;  fome  green,  blue,  and 
purple,  and  others  yellow  :  in  mort, 
there  was  fruit  of  all  colours.  The 
white  were  pearls  ;  the  clear  and  tran- 
fparent,  diamonds ;  the  deepeft  red, 
rubies  ;  the  paler,  baftard  rubies;  the 
green,  emeralds  ;  the  blue,  turquoifesj 
the  purple,  amethyfts;  and  thofe  that 
were  upon  the  yellow  caft,fapphires,&c. 
All  thefe  fruits  were  very  large,  and  fo 
beautiful,  that  nothing  was  ever  feen 
like  them.  Aladdin  was  altogether 
ignorant  of  their  value,  and  would  have 
preferred  figs  and  raifms  before  them: 
and  though  he  took  them  only  for  co- 
loured glafs,  yet  he  was  fo  pleafed  with 
the  variety  of  the  colours,  and  the 
beauty  and  extraordinary  fize  of  the 
fruit,  that  he  had  a  mind  to  gather  fome 
of  every  fort;  and  accordingly  filled 
his  two  pockets,  and  the  two  new  purfes 
his  uncle  had  bought  him  with  his 
cloaths,  and  faftened  them  to  his  girdle  j 
fome  he  wrapped  up  in  thefkirts  of  his 
gown,  and  crammed  his  breaft  as  full 
as  it  could  hold. 

Aladdin,  having  thus  loaded  himfelf 
with  riches  which  he  knew  not  the  va- 
lue of,  returned  through  the  three  halls 
with  the  fame  precaution,  and  made  all 
poflible  hafte,  that  he  might  not  make 
his  uncle  wait;  and  foon  arrived  at  the 
mouth  of  the  cave,  where  the  Africait 
magician  expected  him  with  the  utmoft 
impatience.     As  foon  as  Aladdin  faw 
him, he  cried  out— 'Pray, uncle, lend  me 
your  hand  to  help  me  up.'—'  Give  me 
the  lamp  firft,'  replied  the  magician; 
it  will  betroublefometoyou.' — '  In- 
deed, uncle,'  anfwered  Aladdin,  '  I 
cannot  now  ;   it  is  not  troublefome  to 
me;  but  I  will  as  foon  as  I  am  up.* 
The  African   magician  was  fo  obfti- 
nate,  tlwu  he  would  have  the  lamp  be- 
fore be  would  help  him  up  ;  and  Alad- 
din, who   had  incumbered  himfelf  fo 
much  with  his  fruit  that  he  could  not 
vvell  get  at  it,  refufed  to  give  it  to  him 
till  he  was  out  of  the  cave.   The  Afri- 
can magician,  provoked  at  this  obfti- 
nate  refufal  of  the  lad,  grew  into  a 
Urrible  paffion,  and  threw  a  little  of 

his 
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his  perfume  into  the  fire,  which  he  had 
taken  care  to  keep  in;  and  no  fboner 
pronounced  two  magical  words,  but  the 
ftone  moved  into  it's  place,  and  the 
earth  clofed  again  in  the  fame  manner 
as  it  opened  at  the  arrival  of  the  magi- 
cian and  Aladdin. 

This  aclion  of  the  African  magician 
plainly  (hewed  him  to  be  neither  Alad- 
din's uncle,  nor  Muftapha  the  taylor's 
brother,  but  a  true  African,  as  he  was. 
For  as  Africa  is  a  country  that  de- 
Jights  the  moft  in  magick  of  any  place 
in  the  whole  world,  he  had  applied  him- 
felf  to  it  from  his  youth  ;  and,  after 
forty  years  experience  in  enchantments, 
works  of  geomancy,  fumigations,  and 
the  reading  of  magick  books,  he  had 
found  out  that  the  pofleffion  of  a  won- 
derful lamp  that  there  was  in  the  world 
would  render  him  more  powerful  than 
the  greateft  prince  in  the  world  ;  and 
by  a  late  operation  which  tte  made,  he 
found  out  that  this  lamp  lay  concealed 
in  a  fubterraneous  abode  in  the  midft 
of  China,  which  I  have  already  de- 
fcribed,  with  the  circumftances  attend- 
ing it.  Fully  perfuaded  of  the  truth 
of  this  difcovery,  he  fet  out  from  the 
fartheft  part  of  Africa  ;  and,  after  a 
long  and  fatiguing  journey,  came  to 
the  neareft  town  to  this  treafure  :  but, 
though  he  had  a  certain  knowledge  of 
the  place  where  the  lamp  was,  yet  he 
was  not  permitted  to  take  it  himfelf, 
nor  to  enter  the  fubterraneous  place 
where  it  was,but  muft  receive  itfrom  the 
hands  of  another  perfon.  For  this  reafon 
he  addreffed  himfelf  to  Aladdin,  whom 
he  looked  upon  as  a  young  lad  void  of 
friends,  and  fit  to  ferve  his  purpofe  ; 
refolving,  as  foon  as  he  got  the  lamp 
into  his  hands,  to  facrifice  poor  Alad- 
din to  his  avarice  and  wickednefs,  by 
making  the  fumigation  I  mentioned 
before,  and  faying  thofe  two..magical 
words,  the  effeft  of  which  was  the  re- 
moving the  ftone  into  it's  place  again. 
The  blow  ht  gave  Aladdin,  and  the 
authority  he  took  upon  him,  was  to 
ufe  him  to  fear  him,  and  to  make  him 
obey  him  the  more  readily,  and  that  he 
fhould  give  him  the  lamp  as  foon  as  he 
afked  for  it.  But  his  too  great  pre- 
cipitation in  executing  his  wicked  in- 
tention on  poor  Aladdin,  and  his  fear 
kit  fomebody  fhould  come  that  way 
during  their  difpute,  made  it  fall  out 
juft  the  contrary  of  what  he  propoied 
to  himfelf. 


When  the  African  magician  faw  that 
all  his  great  hopes  were  fruftrated  for 
ever,  he  returned  that  fame  day  for 
Africa  ;  but  went  quite  round  about 
the  town,  and  at  fome  diftance  from  it, 
fearing  left  fome  perfons  who  had  feen 
him  walk  out  with  the  boy  mould  en- 
tertain any  jealoufy  of  him,  and  ftop 
him. 

According  to  all  appearances,  there 
was  no  expectation  of  hearing  any 
more  of  Aladdin:  but  the  magician, 
when  he  thought  of  Aladdin's  death, 
had  forgot  the  ring  he  gave  him,  which 
preferved  him,  though  he  knew  not  it's 
virtue.  And  it  is  amazing,  that  the 
lofs  of  that,  together  with  the  lamp, 
did  not  put  the  magician  into  the  ut- 
moftdefpair:  but  magicians  are  u fed 
fo  much  to  misfortunes,  and  things 
falling  out  contrary  to  their  defires, 
that  they  do  not  lay  them  fo  much  to 
heart,  but  ftill  feed  themfelves  up  with 
fome  new  notions  and  chimeras. 

As  for  Aladdin,  who  never  in  the 
leaft  fufpefted  this  bafe  ufage  from  his 
pretended  uncle,  after  all  his  carefles, 
and  what  he  had  done  for  him,  his  fur- 
prize  is  more  eafily  to  be  imagined  than 
exprefied  by  words.  As  foon  as  he 
found  he  was  fo  buried  alive,  he  cried, 
and  called  out  to  his  uncle,  to  tell  him 
that  he  was  ready  to  give  him  the  lamp  j 
but  all  in  vain,  fince  his  cries  could  not 
be  heard  by  him,  and  he  muft  remain 
in  that  dark  abode.  At  laft,  when  he 
had  quite  tired  himfelf  with  crying,  he 
went  to  the  bottom  of  the  fteps  with  a 
defign  to  get  into  the  garden,  where  it 
was  light;  but  the  door,  which  was 
opened  before  by  enchantment,  was 
now  (hut.  Then  he  redoubled  his  tears 
and  lamentations,  and  fat  down  on  the 
fteps,  without  any  hopes  of  ever  feeing 
the  light  again,  and  in  the  expectation 
of  a  lingering  death, 

Aladdin  remained  in  this  ftate  two 
days,  without  either  eating  or  drin king; 
and  on  the  third  looked  upon  death  as 
inevitable.  Then  clafping  his  hands 
with  an  entire  refignation  to  the  will  of 
God,  he  faid  — '  The  great  and  high 
'  God  alone  is  all-powerful !'  In  this 
action  of  joining  hands,  he  rubbed  the 
ring  which  the  magician  gave  him,  and 
which  he 'had  never  thought  of,  nor 
knew  not  the  ufe  of,  and  immediately 
a  Genius,  of  an  en  ormous  fize  and 
frightful  look,  rofe  out  of  the  earth, 
and  faid  to  him—'  What  wouUlt  thou 
3  Qjt,  <  have 
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*  have  with  me?    I  am  ready  to  obey 
«  thee  as  thy  flave,  and  the  Have  of  all 

*  who  pofiels  the  ring  on  thy  finger  j  I 

*  and  the  oilier  (laves  of  that  ring.' 
At  another  time,  Aladdin,  who  had 

not  been  ufed  to  fuch  vifions,  would 
have  been  fo  frightened,  that  he  would 
not  have  been  able  to  fpeak  at  the  fight 
of  fo  extraordinary  a  figure  j  but  the 
danger  he  was  in  made  him  anfwer, 
without  hefitation  — «  Whoever  thou 

*  art,  deliver  me  from  this  place,  if  thou 

*  art  able.'    He  had  no  fooner  made  an 
end  of  thefe  words,  but  the  earth  open- 
ed, and  he  fou rid  himfelf  where  the  ma- 
gician made  his  conjuration. 

It  was   fome  time  before  Aladdin's 
eyes  could  bear  the  light,  after  having 
been  fo  long  in  entire  darknefs  :    but 
after  he  had  endeavoured  by  degrees  to 
fupport  it,  and  began  to  look  about 
him,  he  was  very  much  fur-prized  not 
to   find  the  earth  open,  and  could  not 
comprehend  how  he  had  got   fo  foon 
from  within  it's  bowels.     There  v/as 
nothing  to  be  feen  but  the  place  where 
the  fire  had  been,  by  which  he  could 
judge  pretty  nearly    whereabouts    the 
cave  was.  Then  turning  himfelf  about 
towards  the  town,  he  perceived  it  in  the 
midtt  of  fine  gardens,  and  knew  the 
•\vay   back  to  it;    and  then   returning 
God  thanks  for  his  being  alive,  fo  con- 
trary to  his  expeclations,,made  the  beft. 
of  his  way  home.  When  he  got  within 
the  doors,  what  with  the  joy  to  fee  his 
mother,  and  his  faintnefs  for  want  of 
fuftenance  for  three  days,  he  fell  into  a 
fwoon,  and  remained  in  it  for  a  long 
time.    His  mother,  who  had  given  him 
ever  for  dead,  or  loft,  feeing  him  in  this 
condition,    omitted    nothing    to    bring 
him  to  himftlf  again.  As  foon  as  he  re- 
covered, the  firft  words  he  fpake  were — 
Pray,  mother,  give  me  fomething  to 
eat>  for  I  have  not  put  a  model  of 
uny   thing  in  my  rnouth   thefe  three 
days.'   His  mother  brought  what  fhe 
iad,  and  let  it  before  him.     «  Jvly  dear 
child,'  laid  me,  *  do  not  he  too  eager, 
for  it  is  diin^erousj  eat  but  a  little  at 
a  time,    and  take  care   of  yourfelf. 
Bcfuies,   I  would  not  have  you  talk; 
you  will  have  time  enough  to  tell  me 
what  lias  happened  to  you  when  you 
are   better  recovered.     It  is  a  great 
cc-mfoi  t  to  me  to  fee  you  again,  after 
the  grft-f  1  have  been  in  ever  fince  Fri- 
day,  and   the  pains  I  have  taken  to 
kam  what  was  become  of  you.' 


Aladdin  took  his   mother's  advice, 
and  ate  and  drank  but  very  moderately. 
When  he  had  done,  he  laid  to  her — tsl 
cannot  help  complaining  of  you,  for 
abandoning  me  foeafily  to  the  difcre- 
tion  of  a  man  whole  defign  was  to 
kill  me,  and  who  at   this  very   mo- 
ment thinks  my  death  certain.    You 
believed  that  he  was  my  uncle,  as  well 
as  myfelf  5  and  what  other  thoughts 
could  we  entertain  of  a  man  who  was 
fo  kind  to  me,  and  made  fuch  advan- 
tageous proffers?  But  I  muft  tell  you, 
mother,  that  he  is  a  rogue  and  a  cheat, 
and  only  did  what  he  did,  and  made 
me  all  thofe  promifes,  to  accomplifll 
my  death  :  but  for  what  reafon,  nei- 
ther you  nor  I  can  guefs.     For  my 
part,   I  can  a  flu  re  you,  that  I  never 
gave  hint  any   caufe  to  deferve  the 
lea  ft  ill  treatment  from  him.     You 
mall  judge  of  it  yourfelf,  when  you 
have  heard  all  that  palled  from  the 
time  I  left  you  till  he  came  to  the  exe- 
cution of  his  wicked  defign.' 
Then  Aladdin  began  to  tell  his  mo- 
ther all   that  had   happened   from  the 
Friday,  when  the  magician  took  him 
to  fee  the  palaces  and   gardens  about 
the  town,  and  what  fell  out  in  the  way, 
till  they  came  to  the  place  where  the 
great   prodigy   was  to  be  performed  : 
how  with  the  perfume,  which  the  ma- 
gician  threw  into   the   fire,    and  fome  • 
magical  words,  the  earth  opened,  and 
difcovered  a  cave,  which  led  to  an  in- 
eftimabletreafure.  Among  other  things, 
he  was  lure  to  remember  the  blow  the 
magician  gave  him  ;  and  then  told  her 
after  what   manner  he  fweetened  him 
again,  and  engaged  him  by  great  pro- 
mifes, and  putting  a  ring  on  his  finger, 
to  go  down  into  the  cave. 

In  fhort,  he  did  not  omit  the  lead 
circumftance  of  what  he  faw  in  eroding 
the  three  halls  and  the  garden,  and  his 
taking  the  lamp,  which  he  pulled  out 
of  his  bofom,  and  (hewed  it  to  hjs  mo- 
ther, as  well  as  the  beautiful  fruit 
which  he  had  gathered  in  the  garden  j 
which  me,  who  was  as  ignorant  as  her 
fon  in  the  knowledge  of  jewels,  looked 
upon  as  trifles,  which  were  pretty 
enough  to  look  at  for  the  variety  of  the 
colours:  notwithstanding,  with  the  re- 
fle6tion  of  a  lamp  which  was  then  burn- 
ing, the  room  was  as  light  as  if  the  fun 
fhone. 

Aladdin  put  them  underneath  one  of 

the  cushions  of  the  fofa  he  fat  upon,  and 

purfued 
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purfued  his  ftory  ;  telling  his  mother, 
that,  when  he  returned  and  prefented 
himfelf  to  the  mouth  of  the  cave,  upon 
his  refufal  to  give  the  magician  the 
lamp  till  he  was  got  out,  the  ftone,  by 
his  throwing  fome  perfume  into  the 
fire,  and  two  or  three  magical  words  he 
ufed,  flopped  it  up,  and  the  earth  clofed 
again.  Here  he  could  not  helpbuniing 
into  tears  at  the  reprefentation  of  the 
miferabie  condition  he  was  in  to  find 
'himfelf  buried  alive  in  a  difmal  cave, 
till,  by  the  touching  of  his  ring,  the 
virtue  of  which  he  was  then  an  entire 
flranger  to,  he,  as  I  may  properly  fay, 
came  to  life  again.  When  he  had  thus 
made  an  end  of  his  ftory,  he  faid  to  his 
mother — «  This  is  my  adventure,  and 
«  the  danger  I  have  been  txpofed  to, 
*  fince  you  faw  me." 

Aladdin's  mother  heard  this  furpriz- 
ing  and  wonderful  relation  with  fo 
much  patience  as  not  to  interrupt  him, 
norwithftanding  it  could  be  nofmall  af- 
fliclion  to  a  mother  who  loved  her  fon 
tenderly,  maugie  all  his  faults:  but  yet, 


in  places  which  were  the  moft  moving, 
and  difcovered  the  perfidy  of  the  Afri- 
can magician,  (he  could  not  help  (hew- 
ing how  much  me   detefted    him,    by 
marks  of  the  greateft  indignation;  and 
when  Aladdin  had  quite  finimed  his 
ftory,  (he  let  fly  a  thoufand  injurious 
names  at  that  vile  impoftor.   She  called 
him  perfidious   traitor,  barbarian,  af- 
faflin,  deceiver,  magician,  and  an  ene- 
my and  deftroyer  of  mankind.  *  With- 
out doubt,  child,'  added  (he,  «  he  is 
a  magician;  and  they  are  plagues  to 
the  world,  and  by  their  enchantments 
and  ibrceries  have  commerce  with  the 
devil.     Blefs  God  for  preferv^ng  you 
from  his   wicked  defigns  ;  for  your 
death  would  have  been  inevitable,  if 
you  had  not  called  upon  him,   and 
implored   m's  afliirance.'1     She  faid  a 
great  deal  more  concerning  the  magi- 
cian's treachery;  but  finding  that  whilft 
(he  talked,  her  fon  Aladdin,   who  had 
not  (lept   for  three  days  and  nights, 
nodded,  (he  put  him  to-bed,  and  iboa 
after  wtnt  heri'clf. 


END    OF    THE   THIRD   VOLUME. 
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'  VOLUME     THE     FOURTH. 


ONTINUATION    OF    THE    HISTORY 
OF  ALADD.IN;    OR,  THE  WO  NDER- 

FUL  LAMP. 

LADDTN>  who  had  not 
had  one  wink  of  fleep 
}fr  A  <£  while  he  was  in  the  fub- 
terraneous  abode,  flept 
very  foundly  all  that 
night,  and  never  waked 
till  late  the  next  morning  j  when  the 
firft  thing  he  faid  to  his  mother  was, 
that  he  wanted  fomething  to  eat,  and 
that  (he  could  not  do  him  a  greater 
pleafure  than  to  give  him  his  breakfaft. 

*  Alas,  child!'  faid  (he,  4  I  have  not 
'  a  bit  of  bread  to  give  you  ;  you  eat 
'  up  ail   the  provifions   I  had  in  the 
'  houfeyefterday.  But  have  a  little  pa- 
'  tience,  and  it  (hall  not  be  long  before 
'  I  will  bring  you  fome:  I  have  a  little 

*  cotton,  which  I  have  fpun;  I  will  go 
'  and  fell  it,  and  buy  bread,  and  fome- 

*  thing  for  our  dinners/ — '  Mother,' 
replied  Aladdin,    *  keep  your  cotton 

*  againft  fome  other  time,  and  give  me 
',  the  lamp  I  brought  home  with  me 

*  yefterday:   I  will  go  and  fell  it;  and 
'  the  money  I  (hall  get  for  it  will  lerve 

*  both  for  breakfaft  and  dinner,  and 
'  perhaps  fupper  too.' 

Aladdin's  mother  took  the  lamp,  and 
faid  to  her  fon  —  *  Here  it  is;  but  it  is 

*  very  dirty  :  if  it  was  a  little  cleaner, 
'  I  believe  it  would  bring  fomething 

*  more.'    To  that  end  (he  took  a  little 
fine  fand  and  water  to  clean  it;  but  had 
no  fooner  begun  to  rub  it,  than  a  hide- 
•us  Genius,  of  gigantick  fize,  inftantly 


appeared  before  them,  and  faid  to  her, 
in  a  voice  like  thunder—'  What  wouldft 

*  thou  have  ?  I  am  ready  to  obey  thee 
'  as  thy  flave,  and  the  flave  of  all  thofe 

*  who  have  that  lamp  in  their  hands  5 

*  I  and  the  other  flaves  of  the  lamp/ 
Aladdin's   mother  was  not  able  to 

fpeak  at  the  fight  of  this  frightful  Ge- 
nius, but  fell  into  a  fwoon;  when  A- 
laddin,  who  had  once  before  feen  fuch 
another,  without  lofing  time,  or  hi* 
fenfes,  fnatched  the  lamp  out  of  his 
mother's  hands  ;  and  faid  to  the  Genius 
boldly  enough — '  I  am  hungry;  bring 
'  me  fomething  to  eat  prefently.'  The 
Genius  difappeared  immediately,  and 
in  an  inftant  returned  with  a  large  filver 
bafon  on  his  head,  and  twelve  covered 
plates  of  the  fame  metal,  which  con- 
tained fome  nice  and  excellent  meats; 
fix  white  loaves  on  two  other  plates, 
and  two  bottles  of  wine,  and  twoglafles 
in  each  hand.  All  thefe  things  he  laid 
upon  a  table,  and  difappeared  :  and  all 
this  was  done  before  Aladdin's  mother 
came  out  of  her  fwoon. 

Aladdin  went  prefently  and  fetched 
fome  water,  and  threw  it  in  her  face  to 
recover  her;  but  whether  that,  or  the 
fmellof  the  meats  the  Genius  brought, 
fetched  her  to  life  again,  I  cannot  tell  j 
but  it  was  not  long  before  (he  came  to 
herfelf.     '  Come,  mother,'  faid  Alad- 
din, *  do  not  mind  this  ;  it  is  nothing 
at  all;  but  get  up,  and  come  and  eat: 
here  is  what  will  put  you  in  heart, 
and  at  the  fame  time  fatisfy  my  ex- 
treme hunger.     Do  not  let  the  meat 
be  cold,  but  fall  to,' 
His  mother  was  very  much  furprized 

to 
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to  fee  the  great  bafon,  twelve  plates,  fix 
loaves,  and  two  bottles  and  glafTes,and 
to  finell  the  delicious  odour  which  ex- 
haled from  the  plates.  «  O  child!'  laid 
fhe  to  Aladdin,  '  to  whom  are  we 
obliged  for  this  great  plenty  and  li- 
berality? Has  the  fuhan  been  made 
acquainted  with  our  poverty,  and  had 
companion  on  us?' — '  It  is  no  mat- 
ter, mother,'  faid  Aladdin ;  e  fit  down 
and  eat;  for  you  have  almoft  as  much 
need  cf  a  good  breakfaft  as  myfelf : 
when  we  have  done  IwiiLtell  you.' 
Accordingly,  both  mother  ami  fon  fat 
down,  and  ate  with  as  good  ftomachs  as 
the  table  was  well  furnifhed.  But  all 
the  time  Aladdin's  mother  could  not 
forbear  looking  at  and  admiring  the 
bafon  and  plates;  though  (he  could  not 
•well  tell  whether  they  were  filver  or 
any  other  metal,  fo  little  judges  were 
flie  and  her  fon  of  fuch  matters. 

In  fhort,  the  mother  and  fon  found 
that  the  excellency  of  the  meats  added 
fuch  ftrength  to  their  appetites,  that 
they  fat  at  breakfaft  till  it  was  dinner- 
time; and  then  they  thought  it  would  be 
beft-to  kill  two  birds  with  one  ftone, 
and  put  the  two  meals  together;  and 
yet  found  they  mould  have  enough  left 
for  fupper,  and  two  or  three  meals  for 
the  next  day. 

When  Aladdin's  mother  had  taken 
away  and  fet  by  what  was  left,  (he 
went  and  fat  down  by  her  fon  on  the 
fofa.  '  Aladdin,'"  faid  fiie,  '  I  expecl: 

•  now  that  you  mould  fatisfy  my  im- 

•  patience,  and  tell  me  exactly  what 
«  paffed  between  the  Genius  and  you 

•  while  I  was  in  a  fwoon  ;'  which  he 
prefently  complied  with. 

She  was  in  as  great  an  amazement  at 
what  her  fon  told  her,  as  at  the  appari- 
tion of  the  Genius,  and  faid  to  him — 
But,  fon,  how  came  tkat  Genius  to 
addrefs  himfelf  to  me,  and  not  to 
you,  to  whom  he  had  appeared  be- 
fore in  the  cave?' — '  Mother,'  an- 
wered  Aladdin,  «  the  Genius  you  faw 
is  not  the  fame  who  appeared  to  me, 
though  he  refembles  him  in  fize. 
No,  they  had  quite  different  miens 
and  apparels:  without  doubt  they  be- 
long to  different  matters.  If  you  re- 
member, he  that  I  firft  faw,  called 
himfelf  the  flave  of  the  ring  on  my 
finger,  and  this  you  faw  called  him- 
felf the  flave  of  the  lamp  you  had  in 
your  hand :  but  I  believe  you  did 


'  not  hear  him,  for  I  think  you  fainted 

*  away  as  foon  as  he  began  to.  fpeak.' 

*  What'.'cried  the  mother, «  was  your 
'  lamp,  then,  theoccafion  of  that  curled 
«  Genius's  addrefling  himfelf  rather  to 
.«  me  than  to  you  ?  An  !  take  it  out 
'  of  rny  fight,  and  put  it  where  you' 

*  pleafe.     I   would   rather  you  would 

*  fell  it,  than  run  the  hazard  of  being 
'  frightened  to  death  again  by  touch- 
'  ing  it  ;  and,  if  you  would  take  my 
'  advice,  you  would  part  alfo  with  the 

*  ring,   and  not  have  any  thing  to  do 
'  with  Genii,-    who,   as  our  prophet 
'  has  told  us,  are  only  devils.' 

'  With  your  leave,  mother,'  replied 
Aladdin,  '  I  (hall  now  take  care  how 
'  I  fell  a  lamp,  as  I  was  going  to  do, 
'  which  may  be  fo  ferviceable  both  to 
'  you  and  me.  Have  not  you  been  an 

*  eye-witnefs  of  what  it  hath  procured 
'  us  ?  and  it  (hall  (till  continue  to  fur  - 

*  nifh  us  with  what  we  have  occafion 
'  for.     You  may  well  think  that  my 

*  falfe  and  wicked  uncle  would  have 

*  taken  fomuch  pains,  and  undertaken 
'  lo  long  and  tedious  a  journey,  if  it 
'  had  not  been  to  get  this  wonderful 
'  lamp    into   his  pofleflion,    which  he 
'  preferred  before  all  the  gold  and  lil- 

*  ver  which  he  knew  was  in  the  halls, 

*  and  which  thefe  eyes  of  mine  beheld. 
1  He  knew  too  well  the  value  and  worth 
'  of  this   lamp,    to   afk  for  a  greater 
'  treafurej  and  fince  chance  hath  dif- 

*  covered  the  virtue  of  it  to  us,  let  us 

*  make  a  profitable  ufe  of  it,  without 
'  making  any  great  ftir,  and  drawing 
'  the  envy  and  jealoufy  of  our  neigh- 

*  bours  upon  us.     However,  fince  the 

*  Genii  fright  you  fo  much,  I  will  take 
'  it  out  of  your  fight,  and  put  it  where 

*  I  may  find  it  when  I  want  it.     As 

*  for  the  ring,  I  cannot  refolve  to  part 
'  with  that  neither;  for  without  that 

*  you  had  never  feen  me  again :    and 
'  though  I  am  alive  now,  perhaps,  if  it 
«  was  gone,  I  might  not  be  fo  feme  mo- 
'  ments  hence;  therefore  I  hope  you 
'  will  give  me  leave  to  keep  that,  and 
4  to  wear  it  always  on  my  finger.  Who 
e  knows  what  dangers  you  and  I  may 

*  be  expofed  to,  which  neither  of  us 
forefees,  and  which  it  may  deli  ver  us 


fro. 


As   Aladdin's    arguments 


were  juft,  and  had  a  great  deal  of 
weight  in  them,  his  mother  had  nothing 
to  fay  againft  them;  but  only  replied,, 
that  he  might  do  what  he  pleafed  j  but, 

for 
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for  her  part,  flie  would  have  nothing 
to  do  with  Genii,  but  would  wafh  her 
hands  of  them. 

By  the  next  night  they  had  ate  all 
the  provifions  the  Genius  had  brought; 
and  the  next  day,  Aladdin,  who  could 
not  bear  the  thoughts  of  hunger,  toolc 
one  of  the  plates  under  his  coat,  and 
went  out  early  to  fell  it  ;  and  addref- 
fing  himfelf  to  a  Jew  whom  he  met  in 
the  ftreets,  and  pulling  out  the  plate, 
nfked  him  if  he  would  buy  it.  The 
cnnni-ng  Jew  examined  the  plate,  and 
no  fooner  found  that  it  was  good  filver, 
than  he  afked  Aladdin  how  much  he  re- 
quired for  it.  Aladdin,  who  knew  not 
the  worth  of  it,  and  never  had  been 
ufed  to  traffick,  told  him  he  would  tuift 
to  his  honour  and  generofity.  The  Jew 
•was  fomewhat  confounded  at  this  plain 
dealing,  and  was  doubtful  whether  A- 
laddin  understood  the  full  value  of 
what  he  offered  to  fell  him  ;  however, 
he  took  a  piece  of  gold  out  of  his  purfe, 
and  gave  it  him,  though  it  was  but  the 
fixtieth  part  cf  the  worth  of  the  plate. 
Aladdin  took  the  money  very  eagerly  j 
and  as  foon  as  hehad  got  it  in  his  pocket, 
retired  with  fo  much  hafte,  that  the 
Jew,  not  content  with  the  exorbitancy 
of  his  profit,  was  vexed  with  himfelf  for 
not  penetrating  into  Aladdin's  igno- 
rance; and  was  for  running  after  him, 
to  endeavour  to  get  fome  change  out  of 
the  money,  but  that  Aladdin  bad  got  fo 
far,  that  it  was  hardly  pol'fible  for  him 
to  overtake  him. 

Before  Aladdin  went  home  to  his 
mother,  he  called  at  a  baker's,  bought 
a  loaf,  changed  his  money,  and  went 
home  and  gave  his  mother  the  reft,  who 
went  and  bought  other  neceffary  provi- 
fions, which  lafted  them  fome  time. 
After  this  manner  they  lived,  till  Alad- 
din had  fold  the  twelve  plates,  one  at  a 
time,  to  the  Jew,  for  the  fame  money  ; 
who,  after  the  firft  time,  durft  not  offer 
him  lefs,  for  fear  of  lofing  fo  good  a 
chap.  When  he  had  fold  the  laft  plate, 
he  had  recourfe  to  the  bafon,  which 
•weighed  ten  times  as  much  as  a  plate, 
and  would  have  carried  it  to  his  old 
purchafer,  but  that  it  was  too  large 
and  cumberfome ;  therefore  he  was 
obliged  to  bring  him  home  with  him  to 
his  mother's  ;  where,  after  the  Jew  had 
looked  upon  it,  he  laid  him  down  ten 
pieces  of  gold,  with  which  Aladdin  was 
very  well  fatisfied. 

They  lived  on  thefe  ten  pieces  in  a 


frugal  manner  a  pretty  while;  and  A» 
laddin,  who  had  been  ufed  to  an  idle 
life,  left  off  playing  with  young  lads  of 
his  own  age,  after  his  adventure  with, 
the  African   magician.     He  fpent  his 
time  in  walking  about,  and  dilcourfing 
with  people  with  whom  he  had  got  ac- 
quainted.    Sometimes  he  would  flop  at 
the    moft    topping    merchants    (hops, 
where  people  of  the  beft  diftinflion  met 
for  the   benefit   of  converfation,    and 
liften,  ,for  the  fake  of  improvement,  to 
their    difcourfe,  by   which    means   he 
gained  a  little  knowledge  of  the  world. 
When  all  the  money  was  fpent,  A- 
laddin  had  recourfe  again  to  the  lamp. 
He  took  it  in  his  hand,  looked  for  the 
fame  place  where  his  mother  had  rub- 
bed it  with  the  fand,  and  rubbed  it  alfo, 
and  the  Genius  immediately  appeared, 
and  faid — '  What  wouldft  thou  have  ? 
I  am  ready  to  obey  thee  as  thy  (lave, 
and  the  flave  of  all  thofe  who  have 
that  lamp  in  their  hands;  I,  and  the 
other   fiaves    of  the  lamp.' — *  I   am 
hungry,'  faid   Aladdin;  '   bring;  me 
fomething  to  eat.'  The  Genius  d"ifap- 
peared,   and  prefently  returned  with  a 
bafon,  and  the  fame  number  of  covered 
plates,   &c.  and  fet  them  down  on  a 
table,  and  vanifhed  again. 

Aladdin's  mother,  knowing  what 
her  fon  was  going  to  do,  went  out  at 
that  time  about  fome  bufinefs;  and 
when  fhe  returned,  which  was  not  long 
after,  and  found  the  table  fo  furnifhed 
a  fecond  time,  was  almoft  as  much  fur- 
prized  as  before,  at  the  prodigious  ef- 
feft  of  the  lamp.  However,  flie  fat 
down  with  her  Ion,  and  when  they  had 
eaten  as  much  as  they  had  a  mind  to, 
fhe  fet  enough  afide  to  laft  them  two  or 
three  days. 

As  foon  as  Aladdin  found  that  their 
provifions  were  fpent,   he  took   one  of 
thefe  plates,  and   went  to  look  for  his 
Jew  chapman  again;  but  paffing  by  a 
goldfmith's  fhop,  who  had  the  charac- 
ter of  a  very  fair  and  honeft  man,  the 
goldfmith    perceiving    him,   called   to 
him,  and  faid — '  My  lad,  I  hive  often 
obferved  you  go  by,  loaded  as  you  are 
at  prefent,  and  talk  w;th  fuch  a  Jew^ 
and  then  come  back  again  empty- 
handed.     I  imagine  .that  you  carry 
fomething  that  you  fell   to  him;  but 
perhaps  you   do  not  know   what  a 
rogue  he  is,  and  that  he  is  the  great- 
eft  cheat  among  ail  the  Jews,  and  is 
fo  well  known,  that  nobody  will  havs 
3  &  'any 
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any  thing  to  do  with  him.  What  I 
tell  you  is  for  your  own  good.  If 
you  have  any  thing  to  difpofe  of  that 
lies  in  my  way,  I  will  ^ive  you  the 
full  worth  of  it;  and  if  it  be  what  I 
do  not  deal  in,  I  will  dire<5l  you  to 
other  merchants  who  will  not  cheat 
you.' 

The  hopes  of  getting  more  money 
for  his  plate,  induced  Aladdin  to  pull 
it  prefently  from  under  his  coat,  and 
fhew  it  to  the  goldfmith.  The  old 
man,  who  at  firft  fight  faw  that  it  was 
made  of  the  fined  filver,  alked  him  if  he 
had  fold  any  fuch  as  that  was  to  the 
Jew ;  and  Aladdin  told  him  plainly 
that  he  had  Ibid  him  twelve  fuch  for  a 
piece  of  gold  each.  «  Ah,  villain!' 
cried  the  goldfmith.  '  But,'  added  he, 
what  is  paft  cannot  be  recalled.  But, 
by  (hewing  you  the  value  of  this 
plate,  which  is  of  the  fined  filver  we 
ufe  in  our  (hops,  I  will  let  you  fee 
how  much  the  Jew  has  cheated  you.* 
The  goldfmith  took  a  pair  of  fcales, 
weighed  the  plate,  and,  after  he  had 
told  Aladdin  how  much  an  ounce  of 
fine  filver  was  worth,  he  demon  ftrated 
to  him  that  his  plate  was  worth  fixty 
pieces  of  gold,  which  he  paid  him 
down  that  minute.  *  If  youdifpute  my 
honefty,*  faid  he,  '  you  may  go  to 
any  other  of  our  trade;  and  if  hegives 
you  any  more,  I  will  be  bound  to  for- 
feit  twice  as  much  :  for  what  we  gain 
by  is  the  fafhion  of  the  plate;  and 
that  is  out  of  the  way  of  the  faireft 
dealing  Jew  of  them  all.' 
Aladdin  thanked  him  for  his  good 
advice,  and  the  favour  he  had  done 
him,  and  never  after  went  to  any  other 
perfon,  but  fold  him  all  his  plates,  and 
the  bafon,  and  had  as  much  for  them 
as  the  weight  came  to. 

The  ugh  Aladdin  and  his  mother  had 
an  incxhauftible  treafure  in  their  lamp, 
and  might  have  had  whatever  they  hud 
a  mind"to,  yet  they  lived  with  the  fame 
frugality  as  before,  only  that  Aladdin 
went  more  neat ;  but,  as  for  his  mother, 
file  wore  no  cloaths  but  what  (he  earned 
by  her  fpinning  cotton.  After  their 
manner  of  living,  we  may  eafily  fup- 
pofe,  that  the  full  value  of  the  plates 
and  bafon  was  fufticient  to  maintain 
them  fome  years. 

During  this  time,  Aladdin,  to  ac- 
cornplifh  himfelf  and  underltand  the 
v/orid,  very  much  frequented  the  great 
,  where  they  fold  cloth  of  gold  and 


filver,  and  fine  (tuffs,  fiiks  and  linens, 
and  oftentimes  entered  into  converfa- 
tion  with  the  beft  of  people;  and, 
among  other  (hops,  he  vifited  thofe  of 
the  top  jewellers,  and  had  got  a  pretty 
good  acquaintance  among  them,  and 
by  that  means  came  to  know  that  the 
fine  fruit  which  he  had  gathered  when 
he  took  the  lamp,  were  not  coloured 
glafs,  but  jewels  of  an  extraordinary 
value.  For  as  he  had  feen  all  forts  of 
jewels  bought  and  fold  in  their  (hops, 
but  none  that  were  fo  beautiful,  or  nigli 
fo  large  as  his,  he  found  that,  inftead 
of  coloured  glafs,  he  poffeffed  an  inei'ti- 
mable  treafure  ;  but  was  fo  prudent  as 
not  to  fay  any  thing  of  it,  not  fo  much 
as  to  his  mother. 

One  day,  as  Aladdin  was  walking 
about  the  town,  he  heard  an  order  of 
the  fultan's  publifhed,  for  all  people  to 
ihut  up  their  houfes  and  (hops,  and 
keep  within  doors,  while  the  Princefs 
Badroulboudour,  which  is  to  fay  the 
Full  Moon  of  Full  Moons,  the  fultan's 
daughter,  went  to  the  baths  and  back 
again. 

This  publick order  infpired  Aladdin 
with  a  great  curiofity  to  fee  the  prin- 
cefs's  face,  which  he  could  not  do 
without  getting  into  the  houfe  of  fome 
acquaintance  which  flood  in  the  way 
thither, and  looking  through  a  window  : 
but  when  he  confidered  that  the  prin- 
cefs,  when  (he  went  to  the  baths,  had  a 
veil  on,  he  found  this  project  would 
not  take;  but,  to  fatisfy  his  curiofity, 
he  prefently  thought  of  one  which 
would;  which  was,  to  get  behind  the 
door  of  the  baths,  and  then  he  could 
not  fail  of  feeing  her  face. 

Aladdin  had  not  waited  long  before 
the  princefs  came,  and  he  could  fee  her 
plainly  without  being  feen.  She  was 
attended  by  a  great  crowd  of  ladies, 
(laves,  and  eunuchs,  who  walked  on 
each  fide  and  behind  her.  When  (he 
came  within  three  or  four  yards  of  the 
door^of  the  baths,  (he  puHed  off  her 
veil,  and  gave  Aladdin  an  opportunity 
of  a  full  look  at  her. 

Till  then,  Aladdin,  xvho  had  never 
feen  any  woman's  face  but  his  mo- 
ther's, who  was  old,  and  never  could 
boaft  of  any  fuch  features,  thought  that 
all  women  were  like  her,  and  could  hear 
people  talk  of  the  moft  furpri  zing  beau- 
ties without  being  moved  ;  for,  what- 
ever words  are  made  ufe  of  to  heighten 
the  niuit  of  a  beauty,  they  can  never 
make 
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make  the  fame  impreffion  as  the  lady 
herfelf. 

But  as  foon  as  Aladdin  had  feen  the 
Princefs  Badroulboudour,  his  fenti- 
ments  were  very  much  changed,  and 
his  heart  could  not  withftand  all  thofe 
inclinations  which  fo  charming  an  ob- 
]e6l  infpired.  The  princefs  was  the 
moft  lovely  beautiful  brown  woman  in 
the  world;  her  eyes  were  large,  lively, 
and  fparkling;  her  looks  fweet  and  mo- 
deft;  her  nofe  was  of  a  juft  proportion; 
her  mouth  (mail;  her  lips  of  a  vermilion 
red,  and  of  an  agreeable  fymmetry:  in  a 
word, all  the  features  of  her  face  were  re- 
gular and  beautiful:  therefore  nobody 
could  be  furpiized  if  Aladdin,  who  had 
never  feen, and  was  a  (Iranger  to  fomany 
charms,  was  dazzled,  and  his  fenfes 
quite  ravifhed.  With  ail  thefe  perfec- 
tions,the  princefs  had  fo  delicate  a  (hape, 
and  fo  majeftick  an  air,  that  the  fight 
of  her  was  fufficient  to  infpire  refpecl:. 

After  the  princefs  had  paffed  by 
Aladdin,  and  got  into  the  baths,  he 
remained  for  fome  time  aftonifhed  and 
confounded,  and  in  a  kind  of  extafy, 
in  reflecting  and  imprinting  the  idea  of 
fo  charming  an  objecl  deeply  in  his 
mind.  But  at  laft  confideringthat  the 
princefs  was  gone  pad  him,  and  that 
when  (he  returned  from  the  bath  her 
back  would  be  towards  him,  and  flie 
veiled,  he  refolved  to  quit  his  poftand 
go  ho'ne.  But  when  he  came  there,  he 
could  not  conceal  his  uneafmefs  fo  well, 
but  that  his  mother  perceived  it,  and 
was  very  much  furprized  to  fee  him  fo 
much  more  thoughtful  and  melancholy 
than  ufual;  and  afked  him  what  had 
happened  to  him  to  make  him  fo.  A- 
laddin  returned  her  no  anfwer,  but  fat 
carelefsly  down  on  a  fofa,  and  remain- 
ed in  the  fame  condition,  full  of  the 
image  of  the  charming  Badroulbou- 
dour. His  mother,  who  was  dreffing 
fupper,  preffed'him  no  more 5  but  when 
it  was  ready,  fet  it  on  the  table  before 
him:  but  perceiving  that  he  gave  no 
attention  to  it,  bid  him  eat,  which  fhe 
had  much  ado  to  perfuade  him  to;  and 
when  he  did,  it  was  with  great  indif- 
.feience,  and  all  the  time  call  down  his 
eyes,  and  obferved  fo  great  a  filence, 
that  (he  could  not  pofliblyget  the  leaft 
word  out  of  him,  to  know  the  reafon 
of  fo  extraordinary  an  alteration. 

After  fupper,  (he  alked  him  again 
why  he  was  fo  melancholy;  but  could 
have  no  other  fatisfaclion,  than  that  he 


would  go  to  bed.     Now,  without  exa- 
mining how  Aladdin  paffed  the  night, 
I  (hall  only  tell  you,  that,  as  he  fat  the 
next  day  oppoiite  his   mother,  as  (he 
was  fpinning  cotton,  he  fpoke  to  her  in 
thefe  words  :     *   I  perceive  that  my  fi- 
lenceyefterdayhas  very  much  troubled 
you.     I  was  not,   nor  am  not,  fuch 
as  I  fancy  you  believed;  but  I  can 
tell  you,  that  what  I  did  then,  and 
now  endure,  is  worfe  than  any  dif- 
eafe.    I  cannot  tell  what  ails  me;  but 
yet  do  not  doubt  but  what  I  am  go- 
ing to  tell  you  will  inform  you. 
*  It  was  publifhed  yefterday,  in  ano- 
ther quarter  of  the  town,  and  there- 
fore you  know  nothing  of  it,  that  the 
PrincefsBadroulboudour,  the  fultan's 
daughter,  was  to  go  to  the  baths  af- 
ter dinner;  and  to  pay  all  the  refpecl 
that  was  due  to  that  princefs,  all  the 
(hops  were  ordered  to  be  (hut  up  in 
her  way  thither,  and  every  body  to 
keep  within   doors,  to  give  her  and 
her  attendants  more   liberty  in  the 
ftreets.     As  I  was  walking  about,  I 
heard  this  order  of  the  fultan's  pub- 
lifhed ;  and  as  I  was  not  then  far  off 
the  baths,  I  had  a  great  curiofity  to 
fee  the  princefs's  face;  and  a  thought 
coming  into  my  head  that  the  prin- 
cefs, when  me  fhould  come  nigh  the 
door  of  the  baths,  would  pull  her 
veil  off,  I  refolved  to  get  behind  that 
door:  and  as  I  imagined,  fo  it  hap- 
pened ;    the   princefs    threw  off  her 
veil,  and  I  had  the  happinefs  of  fee- 
i.ig  her  lovely  face  with  the  greateft 
fatisfaftion  imaginable.     This,  mo- 
ther, was  the  caufe  of  my  melancholy 
and    filence  yefterday :    I    love  the 
princefs  with  fo  much  violence,  that  I 
cannot  exprefs  it ;  and,  as  my  lively 
pafTion    increafes   every    moment,    I 
cannot  live  without  the  pofleflion  of 
the    amiable   Princefs    Badroulbou- 
dour;  and  am  refolved  to  afk  her  in 
marriage  of  the  fultan  her  father.' 
Aladdin's  mother  gave  a  great  deal 
of  attention  to  what  her  fon  told  hers 
but  when  he  talked  of  afking  the  Prin- 
cefs Badroulboudour  in  marriage  of  the 
fultan,  (he  could  not  help  buriting  in. 
to  a  loud  laughter.      Aladdin   would 
have  gone  o/n  with  this  difcourfe,  but 
me  interrupted   him:     «  Alas,    child!* 
faid  (he,   '  what  are  you  thinking  off 
*  for  you  talk  as  if  you  were  mad,' 

'   I  can  afluie  you,  mother,'  replied 
Aladdin,  *  that  I  am  not  mad,  but  in 

«3    W    a  €    mw 
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c  my  right  fenfes.  I  forefaw  that  you 
«  would  reproach  me  thus  as  foolifh 

*  and  extravagant:   but  I  mult  tell  you 
«  once  more,  that  I  am  refolved  to  de- 
4  mand   the  Princefs  Badroulboudour 
«  of  the  fultan  in  marriage;  and  your 
t  remonftrances  (hall  not  prevent  me. 

<  Indeed,  .Ion,'  replied  the  mother 
ferioufly,  'I  cannot  help  telling  you 

*  that  you  have  quite  forgot  youritlf ; 

*  and  if  you  would  put  this  refolution 
'  of  yours  inexecution,!  do  not  fee  who 
'  you  can  get  to  propofe  it  for  you.1— • 
4  You  yourfelf!'    replied    he   immedi- 
ately.    '  I  go  to 'the  fultan!'  anfwered 
the  mother,  amazed  and  furprized :  *  up- 

*  on  my  word  I   (hall  take  care  how  I 

*  engage    in    fuch   ,an    affair.     Why, 

*  vv•!)o^are   you,    fon,'    continued  fhe, 
'  that  you  can  have  that  impudence  to 
'  think  of  your  fultan's  daughter?  Have 

'*  you  forgot  that  your  father  was  but  a 
«  poor  taylor,  and  that  I  am  but  of  a 
4  mean  extraction;  and  do  not  you  know 
4  that  fultans  never  marry  their  daugh- 

*  teis  but  to  princes,  or  fultans  like 

*  themfelves?' 

*  Mother,'  anfwered  Aladdin,  *  I 
4  have  already  told 'you  that  I  forefaw 
4  all  that  you  have  laid,  or  can  fuyj 

*  and  tell  you  again,  that  none  of  your 

*  difcourfe  norremonftrances  fliall  make 
*'  ire  change  my  mind.    I  have  told  you 
4  ,-V-f  you  muft  afk  the  Princefs  Bad- 
4   i-ciilbuudour    in     marriage   for  me: 

*  ii  is  a   favour  I  defire  of  you,  with 
4   ail  the  refpecl  I  owe  you;  and  I  beg 
4  of  you  pot  to  refufe  me,  unlefs  you 
'  would   rather  fee    me  in    my  grave, 
4  than    by    fo    doing    give    me    new 


The  good  old  woman  was  very  much 
embarraifed  when  (he  found  Aladdin 
innate  as  to  per  lift  fo  ftrongly  in  fo 
f;>o  i'h  BO  undertaking.  «  My  dear 
chi'd,'  faid  (he  again,  4  it  is  true,  I 
am  your  mother,  who  brought  you 
iiuo  the  world;  and  there  is  nothing 
in  the  world  that  is  reafonable.  but  I 
would  do  for  you.  If  I  was  to  go 
and  treat  about  your  marriage  with 
Come  neighbour's  daughter,  whofe 
circumrtances  wereequal  with  your's, 
I  would  do  it  with  all  my  heart:  and 
then  they  would  expeft  you  mould  be 
of  fome  trade,  or  have  Come  little  ef- 
tateoi  fortune.  When  fuch  poor  folks 
a"s  we  are  have  a  mind  to  marry,  the 
fi.it  thing  they  ought  to  think  of 
i&  to  know  how  to  live*  But  with- 


*  out  reflecting  on  the  meannefs  of  vour 

*  birth,  and   the  Jitlle  merit  you  have 
4  to  recommend   you,  you   aim  at  the 

*  highell  pitch  of   fortune;  and    your 

*  pretenfions    are   no  lefs   than   to  de- 
'  mand    the    daughter   of  your    fove- 
4   reign    in    marriage,     who    with    one 

*  fingle  word  can   crufb  you  in  pieces." 

*  For  your  own    part,  I    leave  you    to 

*  reflect  on  what  you  mould  do,   and 

*  come  now   to  confider  on   what  you 
c   deiireofme.     How  could  foextraor- 

*  dinary  a  thought  come  in  to  your  head, 

*  for  me  to  go  and  make  a  propofal  to 
'  the  fultan  to  give  his  daughter  in  mar- 

*  riage  to  you?  Suppoie  I  had,  not  to 
'   fay  the  boldnefs,  but  the  impudence, 

*  to  make'fo  extravagant  a  demand,  to 
'  whomfhould  I  addrefs  myfelf  to  bein- 
'  troduced  to  his  majefty  ?  Do  you  not 

*  think  thefirft  perfon  1  (hould  fpeak  to 
'  would  take  me  for  a  mad-woman, and 
4  chafttfe  me  as  I  mould  deferve  ?  Sup- 
4  pofe  there  is  no  difficulty  in  prefent- 
4  ing  myfelf  to  an  audience  of  the  ful- 

*  tan,  as  I  know  there  is  none  to  thofe 

*  who  go  to  alk  juftice,  whicli  he  dif- 
4  tributes  equally  among  his  fubje<Sls, 
4  or  thofe  who  a(k  fome  favour  for  fome 
'  ilgnal  fervice;  how  can  I  open  my  lips 

*  to  offer  fuch  a  propofal  before  his  ma- 
4  jefty   and    his   whole  court?      What 
4   have  you  done  to  be  worthy  of  fuch  a 
4  favour  ?  What  have  you  done  either 
4  for  your  prince  or  country?  How  have 
4   you  diliinguidted  yourfelf?    And  if 

*  you   have  done  nothing  to  merit  fo 
4  great  a  favour,  with   what  affurance 
4  (halllaflcit?    Befides,   here  is  ano- 
4  ther  reafon,  which  you  do  not  think 
4  of;    which  is,  nobody  ever  goes   to 

*  afk  a  favour  of  the  fultan  without  a 
4  prefent;  for  by  a  prefent  they  have  this 
4  advantage,  that  if  for  fome  particular 
'  reafons  the  favour  is  denjed,  they  are 
4   fure  to  be  heard.     But  what  prefents 

*  have  you  to  make?  And  it  you  had 
4  one  that  was  worthy  of  the  leatf  at- 
4  tention  of  fo  great  a  monarch,  what 
4  proportion  could  it  bear  to  the  favour 
4  you  would  afk?  Therefore,  fon,  reflect 

*  well  on  what  you  are  about;  and  con- 
4  fider,  that  you  afpire  to  a  thing  which 
'  it  is  impoflible  for  you  to  obtain.' 

Aladdin  heard  all  that  his  mother 
could  fay,  to  endeavour  to  diffuadehim 
from  his  defign,  very  quietly;  and  after 
*he  had  weighed  well  her  remonftrances 
in  all  points,  he  made  anfwer — '  I  own, 
'  mother,  it  is  a  great  piece  of  rafhnefs 

«  in 
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'  in  me,  to  dare  to  carry  my  preten- 
'  fionsfofarj  and  a  great  piece  of  incon- 
'  fideration,  to  alk  you  with  fo  much 
'  heat  and  precipitancy,  to  go  and  nuke 

*  that  propofal  of  marriage  to  the  ful- 
'  tan,  without  fir  ft  taking  proper  mea- 
'  fines  to  procure  a   favourable  recep- 
'  tion;  and  therefore  beg  your  pardon. 
'  But  he  not  furprized^thaf, through  the 
'  violence  of  <ny  paffion,'*!  did  not  at; 
'   firft  fight  fee  every  thing  tint  was  ne- 
«   cefPiiy  to  be  done  to  procure  me  that 

*  happinefs  I  Itek  after.  1  lovethe  Prin- 

*  cefs  Badroulbotfdour  above  all  things. 
«  that  you   can  imagine 5  or  rather,    I 

*  adore  her,  and  (hall  always  perfevere 
'  in  my  deiign  of  marrying  her;  which 
'  is  a  thing  I  have  determined  and  re- 

*  ioived  on.     I  am  obliged  to  you~  for 
«  the  hint  you  have  given  me,  and  looic 
'  upon  it  as  the  firlt  ftep    I   ought  to 
«  take  to  procure  me  the  happy  iuccefs 
'  I  promile  my-felf. 

«  You  fay,  it  is  not  cuftomary  to  go 
«  to  the  fultan  without  a   prefent,  and 

*  that  I  have  nothing  worthy  of  his  ac- 
«   ceptance.    As  to  what  you  fay  about 
'  the  prel'ent,  I  agree  with  you,  and 
'  own  that  I  never  thought  of  it  j  but 
«  as  to  what  you   fay,  that  I  have  no- 
'  thing  fit  to  prefent  him  with,  do  not 
«  you     think,    mother,    that    what    I 
'  brought  home   with  me  that  day  on 

*  which  I  was  delivered  from  an  ine- 
'  vitable  death,  may  be   an  agreeable 
«  prefent?  I  mean  thole  things  von  and 

<  I  both  took  for  coloured  glaltes:  but 

*  now  I   ani   undeceived,  and  can   tell 

*  you  that  they  are  jewels  of  an  inefti- 
«  mable  value,  and  fit  for  the  greatest  of 
«  monsrchs.  I  know  the  worth  of  them 
'  by  frequenting  the  jewellers  (hops  ; 

*  and  you  may  take  my  word  on  it,  all 
«   the  jewels  that  I  faw  in  the  moft  top- 
'  ping  jewellers  fhops,  were  not  to  be 

*  compared  to  thofe  we  have,  neither 

<  for  iize  nor  beauty,  and  yet  they  were 
'  valued  at  an  exceflive  price:  in  Qiort, 

<  neither  you  nor  I  know  the  value  of 
'  ours;  but  be  it  as  it  will,  by  the  lit- 
«  tie  experience  I  have,  I  am  perfuaded 
'  that  they  will  be  received  very  favour- 

*  ably  by  the  fultan.  You  have  a  large 
'  porcelain  difti  fit  to  hold  them;  go 
'  and  fetch  it,  and  let  us  fee  how  they 

*  will  look  when  we  have  ranged  them 
«  according  to  their  different  colours.' 

Aladdin's  mother  fetched  the  china- 
dilh,  and  he  took  the  jewels  out  of  the 
two  pus  fes  in  which  he  had  kept  them  all 


along,  and  placed  them  according  to  his 
fancy  in  the  dish.  But  the  brightness  and 
hi  ft  re  they  had  in  the  day-time,  and  the 
variety  of  the  colours,  fo  dazzled  the 
eyes  both  of  mother  and  fon,  that  they 
were  in  the  moft  agreeable  furprize  ima- 
ginable; for  though  Aladdin  had  feen 
them  hang  on  the  trees  when  he  fetched, 
the  l,amp,  yet  as  he  was  then  but  a  boy, 
he  did  not  take  much  notice  of  them. 

After  they  had  admired   this  prefent 
fome  time,  Aladdin  faid  to  his  mother— 
Now  you  cannot  excufe  yourlelf  from 
going  to  the  fultan,  under  the  pretext 
of  not  having  a  prefent  to  make  him, 
fince  here  is  one  which  will  gain  you 
a  favourable  reception.' 
Though  Aladdin's  mother,  notwith- 
ftanding"the  beauty  and  luttre  of  the 
prefent,  did  not  believe  it  fo  valuable 
as  her  fon   efbemed  it,  fhe  thought  it 
might  neverthelefs  be  agreeable  to  the 
fultan,  and   found  that  flie  could  not 
have  any  thing  to  fay  againft  itj  but  wa» 
very  uneafy  at  Aladdin's  demand  in 
favour  of  his  prefent.     '  Child/  faid 
fhe,  « I  cannot  conceive  that  your  pre- 
fent will  have  it's  defired  effect,  anil 
that  the  fultan   will  look  upon  you 
with  a  favourable  eye;  and  I  am  tore, 
that  if  I  attempt  to  acquit  myfe'f  of 
this  mtfiage  of  yours,  1  mall  have  no 
power  to  open  my  mouth;  and  there- 
fore I  mall  not  only  lofe  my  labour, 
and  the  prefent,  which  you  fay   is  fo 
extraordinary,  but  (hall  return  home 
agaj.n  in  confufion,  to  tell  you  that 
your  hopes  are  frustrated.  Now  I  have 
told  you  the  confequence,  and  you 
ought   to   believe  me.    But,'  added 
be,  '  I  will  ftrive  to  pleafe  you,  and 
endeavour  to  aflc  the  fultan  as  you 
will  have  me;  but  certainly  he  will 
either  laugh  at  me,  and  fend  me  back 
like  a  fool,  or  be  in  fo  great  a  rage, 
as  to  make  us  both  the  victims  of  his 
fury.' 

She  ufed  a  great  many  more  argu- 
ments to  endeavour  to  make  him  change 
his  mind:  but  the  charms  of  the  prin- 
cefs  Badroulboudour  had  made  too  great 
an  imprerfion  on  his  heart  to  diiTuade 
him  from  his  defign;  Aladdin  perfifted 
in  his  refolution;  and  Hie,  as  much  out 
of  tendernefs,  as  for  fear  he  fhould  be 
guilty  of  a  greater  piece  of  extrava- 
gance, condefcended  to  his  requeft. 

As  it  was  too  late  to  go  that  day  to 
the  fultan's  palace,  it  was  put  ofF  till 
the  next :    the  mother  and  the  fon  talk- 
ed 


500     ARABIAN    NIGHTS    ENTERTAINMENTS. 


ecf  of  indifferent  matters  the  remaining 
part  of  the  day;    and  Aladdin  took,   a 
great  deal   of  pains   to  encourage   his 
mother  in  the  taflc  flie  had  undertaken 
to  go  to  the  fultan,  who,  notwithftand- 
ing  all   his  arguments,  could  not  per- 
fuadeherfelf  (he  could  ever  fucceed;  and 
indeed  there  was  room  enough  for  her 
doubts.      «  Child,'  faid  (he  to  Aladdin, 
if  the  foltan  (hould  receive  me  as  fa- 
vourably  as  I   could  wifh  for  your 
fake,  and   would    hear  my  propofal 
with  great    calnrnefs,  and   after  this 
kind  reception  mould   bethink  hirn- 
felf,  andafkme  where  lies  your  rich- 
es and  your  eftate,  (for  that  is  what 
he  will  fooner  enquire  after  thanyour 
perfon;)  if,  I  fay,  he  (hould  afk   me 
the  queftion,  what  anfwer  would  you 
have  me  return  him?' 
*  Do  not  let  us  be  uneafy,  mother,' 
replied  Aladdin,  *  at  a  thing  which  may 
never  happen.    Firft,   let   us  fee  how 
the  fultan  receives,  and  what  anfwer 
he  gives  you.    If  it  (hould  fo  fallout 
that  he  will  he  informed  of  what  you 
fay, I  have  thought  of  an  anfwer;  and 
am  confident  that   the   lamp  which 
hath  fubfifted  us  fo  long,  will  not  fail 
me  at  the  laft  pinch.' 
Aladdin's  mother  could  not  fay  any- 
thing againft  wh?t  herfon  then  propof- 
ed;  but  reflected   that   the  lamp  might 
becapable  of  doing  greater  womlersthan 
toft  providing  victuals  for  them.   This 
confideration    gave   her  feme  fatrsfac- 
tron,  and  at  the  fame  time  removed  all 
the  difficulties  which  might  induce  her 
notto  undertake  what  (he  had  promifed 
herfon;    when   Aladdin,    who   pene- 
trated into  his  mother's  thoughts,  faid 
to  her — '  But,  above  all  things,  mother, 
*  be  fure  you  keep  this  bunnels  fecretj 
«  for   thereon  depends  the  fuccefs  we 
<  ought   to  expett.'     And  after    this 
caution,  Aladdin  and  his  mother  part- 
ed  to   go  to    bed.     But   violent    Jove, 
and  the  great  profpecl  of  fo  immenfe 
a  fortune,  had  fo   much   poffcffed   the 
fon's   thoughts,  that  he  could  not  reft 
fo  well  as    he  could  have  wifhed.    He 
rofe  at  day- break,  and  went  prefently 
and  wakened  his  mother,  who  made  all 
thehafte  the  could  to  get  herfelf  drefTed, 
to  go  to  the  fultan's  palace,  and  to  get 
in  before  the  grand  vizier  and  bafhaws, 
and  other  great  officers  of  date,  were  fat 
in  the  divan,  where  the  fultan  always 
a/fitted  in  perfon. 

When   fae  was  ready,  (lie  took  the 


China  dim,  in  which  they  had  put  the 
jewels  the  dary  before,  tied  up  in  a.  fine 
napkin  at  four  corners,  and  fet  forwards 
for  the  fultan's  palace,  to  the  great  joy 
and  fatisfaclion  of  Aladdin.  When  (he 
came  to  the  gates,  the  grand  vizier,  and 
the  other  viziers  and  molt  diftinguifli- 
ed  lords  of  the  court,  were  juft  gone 
in;  and  notwithftanding  the  crowd  of 
people  who  had  bufinefs  at  the  divan 
was  extraordinary  great,  (he  got  in- 
to the  divan  which  was  a  large  fpa- 
cious  hall,  the  entry  into  which  was 
very  magnificent.  She  placed  her- 
felf juft  before  the  fultan,  grand  vi- 
zier, and  the  great  lords,  who  fat 
in  that  council  on  his  right  and  left 
hands.  Several  caufes  were  called, 
according  to  their  order,  and  pleaded 
and  adjudged,  until  the  time  the  di- 
van generally  broke  up,  when  the  ful- 
tan rifmg,  took  his  leave,  and  re- 
turned to  his  apartment,  attended  by 
the  grand  vizitr.  The  other  viziers 
and  ministers  of  ftate  returned,  as  alfo 
did  all  thofe  whofe  bufinefs  called 
them  thither;  fome  pleafed  with  gain- 
ing their  caufes,  others  difTa'ished  at 
the  fentences  pronounced  againft  them, 
and  fome  in  expectation  of  theiis  being 
trisd  the  next  fitting. 

Aladdin's  mother,  feeing  the  fultan 
rife  and  retire,  and   all    the  people  go 
away,  judged  that  he  would  not  come 
again  that  day,  and   fo   refolved  to  go 
home.     When  Aladdin  faw  her  return 
with  the  prefent  defigned  for  the  fultan, 
he  knew  not  at  firft  what  to  think  of  the 
fuccefs  of  this  affair;  and  in  the  fear  he 
was  in,  left  (he  fliould  bring  him  fome 
ill  news,  he  had  not  courage  enough  to 
a(k  her  any,   till   his  mother,  who  had 
never  fet  foot  into  the  fultan's  palace 
before,  and  knew  not  what  was  every 
day  praclifed  there,   freed  him  from  his 
embarraffment,  and  faid  to  him,  with 
great  deal  of  fimplicity— *  Son,  I  have 
ieen  the  fultan;  and  am  very  well  per- 
fuaded  he  hasfeen  me  too;  for  I  placed 
myfelf  juft  before  him,   and  nothing 
could  hinder  him   from    feeing  me  ; 
but  he  was  fo  much  taken  up  with  all 
thofe  who  talked  on  all  fides  of  him, 
that  I  pitied   him,  and   wondered  at 
his  patience  to  hear  them.      At  laft  I 
believe  he  was  heartily  tired,   for  he 
rofe  up  fuddenly,  and  would  not  hear 
a  great  many  who  were  ready  prepar- 
ed to  (peak   to  him,  but  went  away  j 
at  which  I  was  very  well  pleafed,  for 
'  indeed 
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indeed  I  began  to  lofe  all  patience, 
and  was  extremely  tired  with  Haying 
fo  long.   But  notwithstanding,  I  will 
go  again  to-morrow;  perhaps  theful- 
tan  may  not  he  fo  bufy. 
Though  Aladdin's  paffion  was  very 
violent,   he   was  forced  to  be  fatisfied 
with  this  excufe,  and  to  fortify  him- 
felf with  patience.     However,  he  had 
the  fatisfaftion  to  find  that  his  mother 
had  done  her  endeavour  to  get  accefs  to 
the  fultan,  and  hoped  that  the  example 
of  thofe  fhe  fa«v  fpeak  to  him  would 
embolden  her  to  acquit  herfelf  the  bet- 
ter of  her  commiflion  when  there  was  a 
favourable  opportunity. 

The  next  morning  (he  went  to  the 
fultan's  palace  with  the  prefent,  as  early 
as  the  c'ay  before;  but  when  fhe  came 
there,  fhe  found  the  gates  of  the  divan 
fhut,  and  underftood  that  the  council 
fat  but  every  other  day,  therefore  fhe 
muft  come  again  the  next.  This  news 
fhe  carried  her  fon,  whole  only  relief 
was  to  guard  himfelf  with  patience. 
$he  went  fix  times  afterwards  on  the 
days  appointed,  placed  herfelf  always 
dire&ly  before  the  fultan,  but  with  as 
fittle  fuccefs  as  the  firft  time,  and  might 
have  perhaps  went  a  thoufand  times  to 
as  little  purpofe,  if  the  fultan  himfelf 
had  not  taken  a  particular  notice  of  her; 
for  it  is  very  probable  that  there  were 
none  there  but  who  came  with  petitions 
to  the  fultan,  and  each  pleaded  their 
caufe  in  it's  turn,  and  Aladdin's  mo- 
ther was  not  of  that  clafs. 

That  day,  after  the  council  was  broke 
up,  when   the  fultan   was   in  his  own 
apartment,he  faid  to  his  grand  vizier — 
I  have  for  fome  time  obferved  a  cer- 
tain woman,  who   comes  conftantly 
every  day  that  I  go  into  council,  and 
has  fbmething  wrapt  up  in  a  napkin: 
(he  always  ftays  from  the  beginning 
to  the  breaking  up  of  the  council,  and  - 
'  ever  ftrives  to  place  herfelf  juft  before 
'  me.    Do  you  know  what  fhe  wants?' 
*  Sir,'  replied  the  grand  vizier,  who 
knew  no  more  than  the  fultan  what  ihe 
wanted,  but  had  not  a   mind   to  feetn 
fhort — '  Your  majefty  knows  that  wo- 
men often  form  complaints  on  trifles: 
perhaps    this   woman   may   come  to 
complain  to  your  majefty,  that  fome- 
body  had  fold  her  fome  bad  barley,  or 
fome  fuch  matter.'     The  fultan  was 
not  fatisfied  with  this  anfwer,   but  re- 
plied— 'If  thiswoman  comes  again  next 
'  council-day,  do  not1  fail  to  call  her, 


*  that  I  may  hear  what  fhe  has  to  fay." 
The  grand  vizier  made  anfwer,  by  kiflT- 
ing  his  hand,  and   lifting  it  up  above 
1iis  head,  fignifying  his  willingnefs  to 
lofe  it  if  he  failed. 

By  this  time,  Aladdin's  mother  was 
fo  much  ufed  to  go  to  the  council,  and 
ftand  before  the  fultan,  that  fhe  did  not 
think  it  any  trouble  in  the  leaft,  if  flae 
could  but  fatisfy  her  fon  that  fhe  neg- 
lefted  nothing  that  lay  in  her  power  to 
pleafehim.  So  the  next  council-day  fhe 
went  to  the  divan,  and  placed  herfelf 
before  the  fultan  as  ufual;  and  before 
the  grand  vizier  had  made  his  report  of 
affairs,  the  fultan  perceived  her,  and 
compailionating  her  for  having  waited 
fo  long,  he  faid  to  the  vizier — «  Before 

*  you  enter  upon  any  bufinefs,  remem- 
'  ber  the  woman  I  fpoke  to  you  about; 

*  bid  her  come  nigher,   and  let  us  hear 

*  and  difpatch   her  firft.'     The  grand 
vizier  immediately  called  the  chief  of 
the  huiflirs,  who  ftood   ready   to  obey 
his  commandj  and,  pointing  to  her,  bid 
him  go  to  that  woman,  and  tell  her  to 
come  before  the  fultan. 

The  chief  of  the  huiffirswent  toAlad- 
din's  mother,  and  by  a  fign  he  gave  her 
fhe  followed  him  to  the  foot  of  theful- 
tan's  throne,  where  he  left  her,  and  re- 
tired to  his  place  by  tl-.e  grand  vizier. 
Aladdin's  mother,  by  the  example  of  a 
great  many  others  whom  fhe  faw  falute 
the  fultan,  bowed  her  head  down  to  the 
tapeftry,  which  covered  the  fteps  of  the 
throne,  and  remained  in  that  pofture 
till  the  fultan  bid  her  rife,  which  fhe 
had  no  fooner  done,  than  the  fultan  faid 
to  her — '  Good  woman,  I  have  obfer?- 
'  ed  you  to  lland  along  time,  from  the 

*  beginning  to  the  rifing  of  the  divan: 

*  what  is  your  bufinefs?" 

At  thefe  words,  Aladdin's  mother  pro- 
ftratecl  herfelf  a  fecond  time  j  and  when 
fhe  got  up  again,  faid — e  Monarch  of 
monarchs,  before  I  tell  your  majefty 
the  extraordinary  and  alrnoft  incredi- 
ble affair  which  brings  me  before  your 
high  throne,  I  beg  of  you  to  par- 
don the  boldnefs,  or  rather  impu- 
dence, of  the  demand  I  am  going  to 
makej  which  is  fp  uncommon,  that 
I  tremble,  and  am  aflumed  to  propofe 
it  to  my  fultan.'  Togiveher  the  more 
freedom  to  declare  what  fhe  had  to  fay, 
the  fultan  ordered  every  body  to  go  out 
of  the  divan  but  the  grand  vizier,  and 
then  told  her  fhe  might  fpeak  without 
reftraint. 

Aladdin's 
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Aladdin's  mother,  not  content  with 
this  favour  of  the  fultan,    to  fave  her 
the  trouble  and  confufion  to  fpeak  be- 
fore fo  many,    was,   nctwithttanding, 
for  fecuring  herfelf  againft   his  anger, 
which,  from  the  propofal  (he  was  going 
to  make,  (he  was  not  a  little  apprehen- 
fiveof;  therefore  afTiimingthe  difcourfe, 
fhe  faid — '  I  beg  of  your  majefty,  that 
if  you  mould  think  my  demand  the 
lead   injurious  or  offenfive,  to  allure 
me  firft  of  your  pardon  and  forgive- 
nefs.' — '  Well,'  replied  the  fultan,  'I 
will  forgive  you,  be  it  what  it  will, 
and  no  hurt  (hall  come  to  you  :  fpeak 
boldly.' 

When  Aladdin's   mother  had  taken 
all  thefe  piecautions,  for  fear  of  i  he  ful  - 
tan's  anger,  (he  told  him  faithfully  how 
Aladdin  hadfeen  the  Princefs  Badroul- 
boudour,  theviolent  love  that  fatal  fight 
had  infpired  him  with,  the  declaration 
he  had  made  to  her  of  it  when  he  came 
home,  and  what  representations  fhe  had 
jnadetodifTuadehimfiom  a  pafiion — 'No 
lefs  injurious,' faid  (he,  'to  yourma- 
jefty,  as  fultan,  than  the  princefs  your 
daughter.    But,' continued  (he,  «  my 
fon,  inftead  of  taking  my  advice,  and 
confefling  his  boldnefs,  was  fooblti- 
nateasto  perfeverein  it, and  to  threat- 
en me  with   fome   action  of  delpair, 
if  I  refufed  to  come  and  afk  thepiin- 
cefs  in    marriage   of  your    majefty, 
which,  after  an  extreme  violence  on 
myfelf,  I  was  forced  to  he  fo  ccmplai- 
fant  to  him ;  for  which  I  beg  yourma- 


*  rich    and  beautiful  is  this!'    After 
he  had  admired  and  handled   fome  of 
the  jewels,  he  turned  about  to  his  grand 
vizier;  and,  (hewing  him  the  dim,   faid 
— '  Look  here,  and   confefs    that  your 
'   eyes  never  beheld  any  thing  fo  rich 
'   and   heatitiful    before.'     The   vizier 
was  charmed.    '  Well,'   continued  the 
fultan,  <  what  fayett  thou  to  fuch  a  pre- 

*  fent  ?  Is  it  not  worthy  of  the  princefs 

*  my  daughter?  And  ought  I  not  to  be- 
'  (tow -her  on  one  who  values  her  at  fo 
'  great  a  price  ?' 

Thefe  words  put  the  grand  vizier  in- 
to a  ftr.mge  agitation.      Some  time  be- 
fore the  fultan  had  figni.fi  ed   to  him  his 
intention  of  bellowing  the  princefs  his 
daughter  on  a  fon  of  his;  therefore  he 
was  afraid,  and   not  without  ground, 
that  the  fultan,   dazzled  by  fo  rich  and 
extraordinary  a  prefent,  might  change 
his    mind.     Thereupon,   going  up  to 
him,  and    whifpering  him  in  the  ear, 
faid  to  him — 'Sir,  1  cannot  difownbut 
the  prefent  is  worthy  of  the  princefs: 
but  I  beg  of  your  majefty  to  grant  me 
three  months  before  you   come  to  a 
refolution.    I  hope,  before  that  time, 
my  fon,  on  whom  you  have  had  the 
bounty  to  look  favourably,  will  be 
able  to  make  a   nobler  prefent  than 
Aladdin,  who  is  an  entire  (hanger  to 
your  majefty.' 

The  fultan,  though  he  was  very  well 
perfuaded  that    it  was  not  puffible  for 


it  was 

the  vizier  to  provide  fo  confiderable  a 
prefent  for  his  fon  to  make  to  theprin- 

jeftyonce  more  to  pardon, not  only  me,     cefs,yethe  hearkened  to  him, and  grant- 
but  forgive  Aladdin  my  fon  for  enter-     ed  him  that  favour.    So  turning  about 

to  Aladdin's  mother,  he  faid  to  her—- 
Good woman,  go  home,  and  tell  your 
fon  that  I  agree  to  the  propofal  you 
have  made  me  j  but  I  cannot  marry 
the  princefs  my  daughter  till  fome 
furniture  I  defign  for  her  be  got  ready, 
which  cannot  be  rimmed  thefe  three 
months;  but  at  the  expiration  of  that 
time  come  again.1 

Aladdin'smotherreturned  home mud 
more  overjoyed  than  (lie  could  have  ever 
imagined,  for  (he  looked  upon  her  ac- 
ceis  to  the  fultan  as  a  thing  impoflible 


but' forgive  Aladdin  myfc 
taining  fuch  a  rafh  thought,  as  to  af- 
pire  to  io  high  an  alliance.' 
The  fultan  hearkened  to  this  difcourfe 
with  a  great  deal  of  mildnefs,  without 
(hewing  the  kafl  anger  or  paiTion;  but 
before  he  gave  her  any  aniwer,  he  afked 
her  what  (he  had  tied  up  there  in  that 
napkin,  which  fhe  had  laid  down  before 
file  proftrated  herfelf  before  him;  upon 
which  fheunloofed  it,  and  prefentedthe, 
china  di(h. 

The  fultan 's  amazement  and  furprize 
\vereinexpreflible,  when  he  faw  fo  many 
,  large,  beautiful,  and  valuable  jewels,  in 
one  di(h.  He  was  ftruck  with  fo  great 
admiration,  that  he  was  for  fome  time 
motionlefs.  At  laft,  when  he  had  re- 
covered himfelf,  he  received  the  prefent 
from  Aladdin's  mother's  hand,  and 
cring  out  in  a  tranfport  of  joy — *  How 


and  impracticable;  and  befides,  the 
meeting  with  fo  favourable  an  anfwcr, 
iiutead  of  the  refufal  and  confufion  (he 
expected,  ravimed  her  fenfes.  From 
two  things,  Aladdin,  when  he  faw  his 
mother  return,  judged  that  (he  brought 
him  good  news  j  the  one  was,  that  (he 
returned 
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'  Princefs  Badroulboudour  the  fultan's 
'  daughter  to-night  ?  She  will  prefently 

*  return  from  the  baths;  and  the  officers 
,  '  you  fee  there  are  to  aflift  at  the  caval- 

'  cade  to  the  palace,  where  the  cere.- 

*  mony  is  to  be  folemnized.' 

This  was  news  enough  for  Aladdin's 
mother.  She  ran  home  in  great  hafte  j 
and  when  flie  came  to  her  fon,  who  little 
fufpe&ed  any  fuch  thing  happening, 
was  quite  out  of  breath.  «  Child  1* 
cried  me,  *  you  are  quite  undone!  You 

*  depended  upon  the  fultan's  fine  pro- 
'  mifes,  but  there  is  nothing  in  them." 
At  thefe  words  Aladdin  was  terribly 
alarmed.    *  Mother,'  replied  he,  «  how 
'  do  you  know  that  the  fultan  has  beea 
'  guilty  of  a  breach  of  promife?'  — 
'  This  night,'  anfwered  the  mother, 
'  the  grand  vizier's  fon  is  to  marry  the 
'  Princefs  Badroulboudour.'  And  then 
me  related  all  the  circumftances,  info- 
much  that  he  had  no  reafon  to  difpute 
the  truth  of  what  (he  faid. 

At  this  account  Aladdin  was  quite 
thunder- (truck,  till  a  fecret  motive  of 
jealoufy  foon  rouzed  his  fpirits,  and  he 
bethought  himfelf  of  the  lamp,  which 
had  till  then  been  foufeful  to  him;  and, 
without  venting  his  rage  in  words 
againlt  the  fultan,  vizier,  or  his  fon,  he 
only  faid — «  Perhaps,  mother,  the  vi- 

*  zier's  fon  may  not  be  fo  happy  to- 

*  night  as  he  promifes  himfelf.  While 
'  I  go  into  my  chamber  a  moment,  do 

*  you  go  and  get  fupper  ready.'     She 
accordingly  went  about  it ;    and    (he 
guefied  that  her  fon  was  going  to  make 
ufe  of  the  lamp,  to  prevent,  if  poffible, 
the  confummation  of  the  marriage. 

When   Aladdin  had   got  into  hit 
chamber,  he  took  the  lamp,  and  rub- 
bed it  in  the  fame  place  as  before;  and 
immediately  the  Qenius  appeared,  and 
faid    to  him  —  '  What  wouldft   thou 
have  ?  I  am  ready  to  obey  thee  as  thy 
flave,  and  the  (lave  of  all  thofr  who 
have  that  lamp  in  their  hands  j  I  and 
the  other  Haves  of  the  lamp.'—'  Hear 
me,'  faid  Aladdin:    «  thou  haft  hi- 
therto brought  me  whatever  I  wanted 
as   to  provifions  ;    but  now  I  have 
bufinefs  of  the  greateft  importance 
for  thee  to  execute.  I  have  demanded 
the  Princefs  Badroulboudour  in  mar- 
riage of  the  fultan  her  father;  he  pro - 
mifed  her  to  me,  but  qnly  aiked  three 
months  time;  and,  inftead  of  keep- 
ing that  promife,  has  this  night,  be- 
fore the  expiration  of  that  time,  mar- 
3  §  '  fie4 


returned  fooner  than  ordinary;  and  the 
next  was,  the  gaynefs  of  her  counte- 
nance. '  Well,  mother,'  faid  he  to  her, 
'  may  I  entertain  any  hopes  ?  or  muft 
*  I  die  with  defpair  ?'    When  (he  had 
pulled  off  her  veil,  and  had  fat  herfelf 
down  on  a  fofa  by  him,  flie  faid  to  him— 
«  Not  to  keep  you  long  in  fufpence,  fon, 
«  I  will  begin  to  tell  you,   that  inftead 
'  of  thinking  of  .dying,  you  ought  to 
'  be  very  well  fatisfied.'     Then  purfu- 
ing  her  difcourfe,   flie  told  him,  how 
that  (he  had  an  audience  before  every 
body  elfe,  which  made  her  come  home 
fo  foon;  the  precautions  (he  had  taken 
left  (he  (hould  have  difpleafed  the  fultan, 
by  making  the1  propofal   of  marriage 
between  him  and  the  Princefs  Badroul- 
boudour, and  the  favourable  anfwer  (he 
had  from  the  fultan's  own  mouth ;  and 
that  as  far  as  (he  could  judge,  the  pre- 
fent  wrought  that  powerful  effecl:.  '  But 
when  I   lead   expected  it,'  faid  (he, 
and    he  was  going  to  give  me   an 
anfwer,   the  grand    vizier  whifpered 
him  in  the  ear,  and  I  am  afraid  might 
be  fome  obftacle  to  his  good  inten- 
tions.' 

Aladdin  thought  himfelf  the  moft 
happy  of  all  men  at  the  hearing  of  this 
news,  and  thanked  his  mother  for  all 
the  pains  (he  had  taken  in  the  purfuit 
of  this  affair,  the  good  fuccefs  of  which 
was  of  fo  great  importance  to  his  quiet. 
Though,  through  his  impatience  to  en- 
joy the  object  of  his  paffion, three  months 
feemed  an  age,  yet  he  difpofed  himfelf 
to  wait  till  then  with  patience,  relying 
pn  the  fultan's  word,  which  he  looked 
upon  to  be  irrevocable.  But  all  that 
time,  he  not  only  reckoned  the  hours, 
days,  and  weeks,  but  almoft  every  mo- 
ment. When  two  of  the  three  months 
were  pafled,  his  mother  one  evening 
going  to  light  the  lamp,  and  finding  no 
oil  in  the  houfe,  went  out  to  buy  fome; 
and  when  (he  came  into  the  great  ftreets, 
found  them  all  illuminated,  the  (hops 
fhut  up,  and  garniflied  with  boughs, 
every  body  driving  to  (hew  their  zeal 
by  their  rejoicings.  The  ftreets  were 
crouded  with  officers  in  their  habits  of 
ceremony,  mounted  on  horfes  richly 
caparifoned,  each  attended  by  a  great 
many  footmen.  Aladdin's  mother  afked 
the  oil-merchant  what  was  the  mean- 
ing of  all  thole  doings.  *  Alas  !  good 
'  woman,' faid  he,  « from  whence  came 
'  you,  that  you  do  not  know  that  the 
'  £rand  vi^ei's  fon  i«  to  marry  the 
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ried  her  to  the  grand  vizier's  fon. 

What  I  afk  of  thee  is,  that  as  foon  as 

the  new  bride  and  bridegroom  are  in 

bed,  that  you  bring  them  both  hither 

in  their  bed.' — '  Mafter,'  replied  the 

Genius,  '  I  will  obey  you.     Have  you 

any  other  commands?'  — '  None  at 

prefent,'    anfwered   Aladdin.     And 

then  the  Genius  difappeared. 

Aladdin  went  down  ftairs,  and  flip- 
ped with  his  mother,  with  the  fame  tran- 
quillity of  mind  as  ufuat;  and,  after 
flipper,  talked  of  the  princefs's  mar- 
riage as  of  an  affair  wherein  he  had  not 
the  lead  concern  j  and  afterwards  re- 
turned to  his  own  chamber  again,  and 
left  his  mother  to  go  to  bed;  but,  for 
his  own  part,  he  fat  up  till  the  Genius 
had  executed  his  orders. 

In  the  mean  time,  every  thing  was 
prepared  with  the  greater!  magnificence 
in  the  fultan's  palace,  to  celebrate  the 
princefs's  nuptials;  and  the  evening 
•was  fpent  with  all  theufual  ceremonies, 
and  great  rejoicings,  till  midnight  j 
when  the  grand  vizier's  fon,  by  a  fignal 
given  him  by  the  chief  of  the  princefs's 
eunuchs,  (lipped  away  from  the  com- 
pany, and  was  introduced  by  that  offi- 
cer into  the  princefs's  apartment,  where 
the  nuptial -bed  was  prepared.  He 
went  to  bed  firft;  and  in  a  little  time 
after,  the  fultanefs,  accompanied  by  her 
own  women  and  thofe  of  the  princefs, 
brought  the  bride,  who,  according  to 
tlie  cuftom  of  new-married  ladies,  made 
great  refiftance.  The  fultanefs  herfelf 
helped  to  undrefs  her,  put  her  into  bed 
by  force,  and,  after  having  kiiTtd  her, 
and  bid  her  good -night,  retired  with 
all  the  women,  and  fhut  the  door  her- 
felf. 

No  fooner  was  the  door  ihut,  but  the 
Genius,  as  the  faithful  (lave  of  the  lamp, 
and  punctual  in  obeying  the  command 
of  them  who  pofleflcd  it,  without  giv- 
ing the  bridegroom  the  leaft  time  to  ca- 
rels  his  bride,  to  the  great  amazement 
of  them  both,  took  up  the  bed, and  traru 
fported  it  into  Aladdin's  chamber, 
\vhere  he  fet  it  down. 

Aladdin,  who  waited  impatiently  for 
this  moment,  could  not  bear  to  fee  the 
vizier's  fon  long  in  bed  with  the  prin- 
cefs. *  Take  this  new  bridegroom,' 
faid  he  to  the  Genius,  «  and  put  him  in 
*  an  houfe  of  office,  and  come  again  to- 
'  morrow  morning  after  day-break.' 
The  Genius  prefently  took  the  vizier's 
fen  out  of  bed,  and  carried  him  in  his 


fhirt  whither  Aladdin  bid  him;  and, 
after  he  had  breathed  upon  him,  which 
prevented  his  ftiiring,  he  left  him 
there. 

Though  Aladdin  had  a  great  love 
for  the  Princefs  Badroulboudour,  he 
did   not  talk  much  to  her  when  they 
were  alone;  but  only  faid,  with  a  paf- 
fionate  air — '  Fear  nothing,  moft  :idora- 
ble  princefs;  you  are  here  in  fafety  : 
for,  notwithfhnding  the  violence  pf 
my  pafiion,  which  your  charms  have 
kindled,    it   fhall   never   exceed    the 
bounds  of  the  profound  refytd  I  owe 
you.     If  I  have  been  forced  to  come 
to  this  extremity,  it  U  nor  with  an 
intent  of  affronting  you,  but  to  pre- 
vent an  unjuft  rival's  poffeffing  you, 
contrary  to  the  fulian  \our  father's 
promife  in  favour  of  me.' 
The  princefs,  who  knew  nothing  of 
thefe  particulars,  gave   very  little  at- 
tention to  what  Aladdin    could    fay. 
The  fright  and  amazement  of  fo  fur- 
prizing  and  unexpected  an  adventure, 
had  put  her  into  fuch  a  condition,  that 
he  could  not  get  one  word  from  her. 
However,   he   umirefltd  himfelf,    and 
got  into  the  vizier's  foil's  place,  and 
lay  with  his  back  to  the  princefs,  put- 
ting a  fab  re  between  himfelf  and   her, 
to  mew  that  he  deferved  to  be  puniihed, 
if  he  attempted  any  thing  againit  her 
honour. 

Aladdin,  very  well  fatisfied  with  hav- 
ing thus  depiived  his  rival  of  the  hap- 
pinefs  he  had  flattered  himfelf  with  that 
night,  flept  very  quietly,  though  the 
Princefs  Badroulboudour  never  pafTed 
a  night  fo  ill  in  her  life  ;  and,  if  we 
confider  the  condition  the  Genius  left 
the  grand  vizier's  fon  in,  we  may  ima- 
gine that  the  new  bridegroom  (pent  his 
much  worfe. 

Aladdin  had  no  occafion  the  next 
morning  to  rub  the  lamp  to  cafl  the 
Genius-,  he  came  at  the  hour  appoint- 
ed; and  juftas  he  had  done  drefling  him- 
felf, laid  to  him — '  I  am  here,  mailer | 
*  what  are  your  commands  ?' — «  Go,' 
faid  Aladdin,  *  and  fetch  the  vizier's 
«  fon  out  of  the  place  where  you  left 
'  him,  and  put  him  into  his  bed  again, 
'  and  convey  it  from  whence  thou 
«  broughteltit.'  The  Genius  prefently 
returned  with  the  vizier's  fon,  Aladdin 
took  up  his  fabre,  the  new  bridegroom 
was  laid  by  the  princefs,  and  in  an  in-t 
ftant  the  nuptial-bed  was  tranfported 
into  the  f<une  chamber  of  the  palace. 
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From  whence  it  was  brought.  But  we 
muft  ohferve,  that  all  this  time  the 
Genius  never  appeared  either  to  the 
princefs  or  the  grand  vizier's  Ton  :  his 
hideous  form  would  have  made  them 
die  away  with  fear.  Neither  did  they 
hear  any  thing  of  the  difcourfe  between 
Aladdin  and  him,  but  only  perceived 
the  motion  of  the  bed,  and  their  tran- 
fporration  from  one  place  to  another  j 
which,  as  we  may  well  imagine,  was 
enough  to  frighten  them. 

As  foon  as^the  Genius  had  fet  down 
the  nuptial -bed  in  it's  proper  place,  the 
fuhan,  who  was  curious  to  know  how 
the  princefs  had  fpent  the  wedding- 
night,  opened  the  door  to  bid  her  goocl- 
inorrow.  'The  grand  vizier's  fon,  who 
was  almoft  perifhed  with  cold  by  (rand- 
ing  in  his  fiiirt  all  night,  and  had  not 
had  time  to  warm  himfelf  in  bed,  no 
Iboner  heard  the  door  open  than  he  got 
out  of  bed,  and  ran  into  the  wardrobe 
where  he  undrefled  himfelf  the  night 
before. 

The   fultan   went  to  the  bed-fide, 
luffed   the  princefs  between  the  eyes, 
according  to   cuftom,    wiming   her   a 
good- morrow;  and  aiked  her,  fmiling, 
how  (he  had  pafled   the  night.     But 
looking  at  her  moft  earneft'ly,  he  was 
extremely  furprized  to  fee  her  look  fo 
melancholy,    and  that,    neither   by   a 
blufh,  or  any  other  fign,  he  could  fa- 
tisfy   his   curiofity.      He   faid   feveral 
things  ;  but  finding  that  he  could  not 
get  a  word  from  her,  he  attributed  it  to 
her  mcdefty;  and  fo  retired.  Neverthe- 
lefs,  he  fufpe&ed  that  there  was  fome- 
thing  extraordinary  in  this  filence,  and 
thereupon  went  immediately  to  the  ful- 
tanefs's   apartment,   and   told   her    in 
what  a  condition  he  found  the  princefs, 
and  how  (he  received  him.    *  Sir,'  faid 
the  fultanefs,  '  your  majefty  ought  not 
to  be  furprized  at  this  behaviour:  new- 
mat  rie;t  people  always  have  a  reftraint 
upon  themfelvesthe  next  day;  fhe  will 
be  quite  another  thing  in  two  or  three 
days  time,  and  then  {he  will  receive 
the  fultan  her  father 'as  Ihe  ought. 
But  I  will  go  and  fee  her,'  added  (he  j 
I  am  very  much  deceived  if  (he  ufes 
me  in  the  fame  manner.' 
As  foon  as  the  fultanefs  was  dreffed, 
away  fhe  went  to  the  princefs's  apart- 
ment,  who   was  (till   in  bed,  undrew 
the  curtain,  bid  her  good-morrow,  and 
kifled  her.    But  how  great  was  her  fur- 
p.nze  when  ihe  returned  no  anfwer  ! 


and,  looking  more  attentively  at  her, 
flie  perceived  her  to  be  very  much  trou- 
bled, which  made  her  judge  that  fome- 
thing  had  happened  which  Ihe  did  not 
think  of.    *  How  comes  it,  child,'  laid 
the  fultanefs,  *  that  you  do  not  return 
my  carefies  ?  Ought  you  to  ufe  your 
mother  after  this  manner?  And  do 
you  think  I  do  not  know  whatever 
may  have  happened  in  the  circum- 
ftances  you  are  in  ?  But  I  am  apt  to 
believe  you  do  not  think  fo,  and  fome- 
thing  extraordinary   has    happened. 
Come,  tell   me    freely;   a>id  do  not 
make  me  any  longer  uneafy.* 
At  laft  the  Princefs  Badroulboudour 
broke  filence  with   a  great  figh,   and 
faid — '  Alas!    moft  honoured  mother 
and  Madam,  forgive  me  if  I  have 
failed  in  the  refpecl  I  owe  you.    My 
mind  is  fo  full  of  the  extraordinary- 
things  which  have  befallen  me  this 
night,  that  I  have  not  yet  recovered 
my  amazement  and  fright,  and  fcarce 
know  myfelf.'     Then   me  told  her 
how,  the  inftant  after  (he  and  herfpoufe 
were  in  bed,  the  bed  was  tranfported 
into  a  dark  ugly  room,   where  he  was 
taken  from  her,  and  carried  away  flic 
knew  not  where;  and  (he  was  left  alone 
with  a  young  man,  who,  after  he  had 
faid  fomething  to  her,  which,  through 
her  fright,  (lie  did  not  mind,  laid  him- 
felf down  by  her  in  her  hufband's  place, 
but  firft  put  his  fabre  between  them  ; 
and  in  the  morning  her  hu(band  was 
brought  to  her  again,  and  the  bed  was 
tranfported  back  to  her  own  chamber. 
All   this,'    faid  (he,    *  was  but  juft 
done  when  the  fultan  my  father  came 
into   my  chamber.     I  was  fo  over- 
whelmed with  grief,  that  I  had  not 
power  to  make  him  one  word  of  an 
anfwer  ;    therefore  I  am  afraid  that 
he  is  enraged  at  the  manner  I  received 
the  honour  he  did  me  :  but  I  hope  he 
will  forgive  me,  when  he  knows  my 
melancholy  adventure,  and  the  mile- 
rahle  condition  lam  in  at  prefent.' 
The  fultanefs  heard  all  the  princefs 
told  her  very  patiently;  but  would  not 
believe  it.   «  You  did  well,  child,'  faid 
fhe,  «  not  to  fpeak  of  this  to  your  fa- 
ther. Have  a  care  for  the  future  how 
you  mention  it  to  any  body  j  for  you 
will  certainly  be  thought  mad  if  you 
talk  at  this  rate.'  —  <  Madam,'  re- 
)lied  the  princefs,  <  I  can  affure  you  I 
am    in   my    right   fenfes.     Alk   my 
hulband,  and  he  will  tell  you  the  fame 
382-  «  iUry.' 
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<  ftory.'— «  Well,  I  will,'  faid  the  ful- 
tanefs: 'but  if  he  mould  talk  in  thefame 
manner,  I  (hall  not  be  one  whit  the 
better  perfuaded  of  the  truth.  Come, 
rife,  and  throw  off  this  idle  fancy.  It 
will  be  a  fine  ftory  indeed,   if  all  the 
feafts  and  rejoicings  in  the  kingdom 
mould  be  interrupted  by  fuch  a  vi- 
fion!   Do  not  you  hear  the  trumpets 
founding,  drums  beating,  and  con- 
certs of  the  fineft  mufick?    Cannot 
all   thefe  infpire  you   with  joy  and 
pleafure,  and  make  you  forget  all  the 
whimfies  and  fancies  you  tell  me  of?' 
At  the  fame  time  the  fultanefs  called 
the  princefs's  women  ;   and,  after  (he 
had  feen  her  get  up,  and  fet  her  at  her 
toilette,  ftie  ran  to  the  fultan's  apart- 
ment, and  told  him  that  her  daughter 
had  got  ibme  odd  notions  in  her  head, 
but  that  there  was  nothing  in  them. 

Then  fhe  fent  for  the  vizier's  fon,  to 
know  of  him  the  bottom  of  what  the 
princefs  had  told  her;  but  he  thinking 
himfelf  highly  honoured  to  be  allied  to 
the  fultan,  was  fo  prudent  as  to  dif- 
guife  the  matter  from  her.  *  Sonnn- 
law,'  faid  the  fultanefs,  *  are  you  as 
much  infatuated  as  your  wife  ?*— 
Madam/  replied  the  vizier's  fon, 
may  I  be  fo  bold  as  to  afk  the  reafon 
of  that  queftion?' — «  Oh!  that  is 
enough,'  anfwered  the  fultanefsj  '  I 
fee  you  are  wifer  than  fhe.' 
The  rejoicings  lafted  all  that  day  in 
the  palace;  and  the  fultanefs,  who  ne- 
ver left  the  princefs,  forgot  nothing  to 
divert  her,  and  make  her  merry,  and 
•ntertained  her  with  all  manner  of  di- 
verfions  and  fights ;  but  flic  was  fo 
deeply  ftruck  with  the  ideas  of  what 
had  happened  to  her  that  night,  that  it 
\vas  eafy  to  fee  that  her  thoughts  were 
entirely  taken  up  about  it.  Neither 
was  the  grand  vizier's  fon's  afRiclion 
Jefs,  but  that  his  ambition  made  him 
difguife  it,  and  appear  to  be  a  happy 
bridegroom. 

Aladdin,  who  was  well  acquainted 
^vith  what  paHed  in  the  palace,  never 
difputed  but  that  the  new -married 
couple  were  to  lie  together  again  that 
night,  notwithstanding  the  troublefome 
adventure  of  the  night  before  j  and 
therefore,  he  having  as  great  an  incli- 
nation to  difturb  them,  had  recourfe 
to  his  lamp  ;  and  when  the  Genius  ap- 
peared, and  offered  his  fervice.he  laid  to 
jij,r. — <  The  grand  vizier's  fon  and  the 
Badroulbuudoyr  are  to  lie 


'  together  again  to-night:  go,  and1,  a$ 
'  foon  as  they  are  in  bed,  bring  the  bed) 
•  hither,  as  thou  didft  yefterday.' 

The  Genius  obeyed  Aladdin  as  faith- 
fully and  exaftly  as  the  day  before. 
The  grand  vizier's  fon  paffed  the  night 
as  coldly  and  difagreeably  as  before  ; 
and  the  princefs  had  the  mortification 
again  to  have  Aladdin  for  her  bed- 
fellow, with  the  fabre  between  them. 
The  Genius,  according  to  Aladdin's 
orders,  came  the  next  morning,  and 
brought  the  bridegroom  and  laid  him 
by  his  bride;  and  then  carried  the  bed 
and  new- married  couple  back  again  to 
the  palace. 

The  fultan,  after  the  reception  the 
Princefs  Badroulboudour  had  given 
him  that  day,  was  very  uneafy  to  know- 
how  (he  patted  the  fecond  night,  and  if 
fhe  would  give  him  the  fame  reception, 
and  therefore  went  into  her  chamber  as 
early  as  the  morning  before.  The 
grand  vizier's  fon,  more  afhamed  and 
mortified  with  the  ill  fuccefs  of  this 
laft  night,  no  fooner  heard  him  com- 
ing, than  he  jumped  out  of  bed,  and  ran 
haftily  into  the  wardrobe.  The  fultan 
went  to  the  princefs's  bed-fide,  and, 
after  the  careffes  he  had  given  h«r  the 
former  morning,  bid  her  good-morrow. 
'  Well,  daughter,' faid  he,  'are  you  in  a 
'  better  humour  than  you  wasyefterday 
'  morning  ?'  Still  the  princefs  was- 
filent;  and  the  fultan  perceived  her  to 
be  more  troubled  and  in  greater  con> 
fufion  than  before,  and 'doubted  not  but 
that  fomething  very  extraordinary  was 
the  caufe :  but,  provoked  that  hi» 
daughter  ftiould  conceal  it,  he  faid  to 
her  in  a  rage,  with  his  fabre  in  hi* 
hand — '  Daughter,  either  tell  me  what 
«  is  the  matter,  or  I  will  cut  off  your 
«  head  immediately !' 

The  princefs,  more  frightened  at  the 
menaces  and  tone  of  the  enraged  fultan 
than  at  the  fight  of  the  drawn  fabre,  at 
laft  broke  filence,  and  (bid,  with  teara 
in  her  eyes — «  Dear  father  and  fultan, 
I  afk  your  majefty's  pardon,  if  I  have 
offended  you;  and  hope  that,  out  of 
your  bounty  and  clemency,  you  will 
have  companion  on  me,  when  *  have 
told  you  in  what  a  miserable  condi- 
tion I  have  fpent  this  laft  night,  and 
the  night  before.' 
After  this  preamble,  which  appeafed 
the  fultan,  (he  told  him  what  had  hap- 
pened to  her  in  fo  moving  a  manner* 
that  he,  who  loved  her  tenderly,  was 
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moft  fenfibly  grieved  ;  and  to  confirm 
him  into  a  belief  of  what  ftie  faid,  flie 
added — *  If  your  majefty  doubts  of  the 
«  truth  of  this  account,  you  may  in- 
«  form  youifelf  from  my  hufband,  vrho, 
«  I  am  perfuaded,  will  tell  you  the 

*  fame  thing.' 

The  fultan  immediately  entered  into 
the  great  trouble  fo  furprizing  an  ad- 
venture ought  to  give  the  princefs,. 
Daughter,1  faid  he,  «  you  are  very 
much  to  be  blamed  for  not  telling  me 
this  yefterday,  fmce  it  concerns  me 
as  much  as  yourfelf.  I  did  not  marry 
you  with  an  intention  to  make  you 
miferable,  but  that  you  might  enjoy 
all  the  happinefs  you  deferve,  and 
which  you  might  hope  for  from  a 
hirfband  who,  to  me,  feemed  agreeable 
to  you.  Efface  all  thefe  troublefome 
ideas  out  of  your  memory  :  I  will 
take  care  and  give  orders  that  you 
(hall  have  no  more  fuch  difagreeuble 
and  infupportable  nights.' 
As  foon  as  th«  fultan  had  got  back, 
to  his  own  apartment,  he  fent  for  the 
grand  vizier.  '  Vizier/  faid  he,  'have 

*  you  feen  your  fon  ?  and  has  he  told 
'  you  nothing?'  —  *  No,'  replied  the 
vizier.  Then  the  fultan  related  all  that 
the  Princefs  Badroulboudour  had  told 
him;  and  afterwards  faid  — c  I  do  not 

doubt  but  that  my  daughter  has  told 
me  the  truth  ;  but,  neverthelefs,  I 
mould  be  glad  to  have  it  confirmed 
by  your  fon ;  therefore  go  and  alk 
him  how  it  was.' 

The  grand  vizier  went  immediately 
to  his  fon,  and  communicated  the  ful- 
tan'a  pleafure  to  him,  and  enjoined 
him  to  conceal  nothing  from  him,  but 
to  tell  him  the  whole  truth.  '  I  will 

*  difguife  nothing  from  you,  father,* 
replied  the  fon;  '  for  indeed  all  that  the 

princefs  has  faid  is  true:  but  what 
relates  to  my  own  felf  particularly, (he 
knows  nothing  of.  After  my  mar- 
riage, I  have  paffeil  two  fuel)  difmal 
nights  as  are  beyond  imagination  or 
expreflion;  not  to  mention  the  fright 
I  was  in  to  feel  my  bed  lifted  up  four 
times,  andtranfported  from  one  place 
to  another,  without  being  able  to 
guefs  how  it  was  done.  You  (hall 
judge  of  the  miferable  condition  I  was 
in,  to  pals  two  whole  nights  in  no- 
thing but  my  fliirt,  in  a  kind  of  privy, 
unable  to  ftir  out  of  the  place  where 
I  was  put,  or  to  make  the  lead  move- 
njent,  though  I  could  not  perceive 


any  obftacle  to  prevent  me.  Yet  I 
muft  tell  you,  that  all  this  ill  wfage 
does  not  in  the  kaft  leffen  thofe  feu- 
tiraents  of  love  and  refpe£l  I  have  for 
the  princefs,  and  of  which  ihe  i-s  & 
deferving;  but  I  muft  confefs,  that, 
notwithstanding  all  the  honour  and 
luftre  that  attends  my  marrying  my 
fovereign's  daughter,  I  would  much 
rather  die  than  live  long  in  fo  great 
an  alliance,  if  I  muft  undergo  what 
I  have  already  endured.  I  do  not 
doubt  but  that  the  princefs  entertain* 
the  fame  fentiments,  and  that  Ihe  wiS 
readily  agree  to  a  feparatjon,  whicfa 
is  fo  neceflary  both  for  her  repofe  and 
mine.  Therefore,  father,  I  beg  you. 
by  the  fame  tendernefs  you  had  for 
me  to  procure  me  fo  great  an  honour, 
to. get  the  fultan's  confent  that  our 
marriage  may  be  declared  null  and 
void.' 

Notwithftanding  the  grand  vizier's 
ambition  to  have  his  fon  allied  to  the 
fultan,  the  fteady  refolution  he  faw  hr 
hadmadetobefeparatedfromtheprineefii 
made  him  not  think  it  proper  to  bid  him 
have  a  little  patience  for  a  few  days  5 
but  judged  it  moft  convenient  to  go  and 
'give  the  fultan  an  account  of  what  he 
had  told  him:  at  which  time  he  never 
waited  till  the  fultan  himfelf,  whom  he 
found  pretty  much  difpofed  to  it,  fpoke 
of  breaking  the  marriage,  but  begged 
of  him  to  give  his  fon  leave  to  retire 
from  the  palace;  alledging,  for  an  ex- 
cufe,  that  it  was  not  juft  that  the  prra- 
cefs  fhould  be  a  moment  longer  ex- 
pofed  to  fo  terrible  a  perfecution  upon 
his  fon's  account. 

The  grand  vizier  found  it  no  great 
difficulty  to  obtain  what  he  aflcecL 
From  that  very  inftant,  the  fultan,  who 
had  determined  it  already,  gave  orders 
to  put  a  ftop  to  all  rejoicings  in  the  pa- 
lace and  town,  and  lent  exprefies  to  all 
parts  of  his  dominions  to  countermand, 
his  firft  orders. 

This  fudden  and  unexpected  change 
gave  great  room  for  various  fpecula- 
tions  and  enquiries ;  but  no  other  ac- 
count cauld  be  given  for  it,  than  tha£ 
the  vizier  and  his  fon  went  out  of  the 
palace  both  very  much  dejected.  No- 
body but  Aladdin  knew  the  fecret,  who 
rejoiced  within  himfelf  for  the  fuccefs 
his  lamp  had  procured  him;  which  now 
he  had  no  more  occafion  to  rub,  to  pro- 
cure the  Genius  to  prevent  the  con- 
fummatiun  of  the  marriage,  which  he 

had 
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had  certain  infotrnation  was  broken 
off,  and  that  his  rival  had  left  the  palace. 
But,  what  is  moft  particular,  neither 
the  fultan  nor  the  grand  vizier,  who 
had  forgot  Aladdin  and  his  demand, 
had  the  leaft  thought  that  he  had 
any  hand  in  the  enchantment  which 
had  caufed  the  diflblution  of  the  mar- 
riage. 

Neverthelefs,  Aladdin  let  the  three 
months  be  compleated  which  the  ful- 
tan had  appointed  for  the  confumma- 
tion  of  the  marriage  between  thePrin- 
cefs  Badruulbouclour  and  himlelf ;  but 
the  next  day  fent  his  mother  to  the 
palace,  to  remind  the  fultan  of  his  pro- 
mi  fe. 

Aladdin's  mother  went  to  the  palace, 
as  her  fon  had  bid  her,  and  ftood  before 
the  divan  in  the  fame  place  as  before. 
The  fultan  no  fooner  caft  his  eyes  upon 
her  than  he  knew  her  again,  and  re- 
membered her  bufinefs,  and  how  long 
he  had  put  her  off,  therefore,  when  the 
grand  vizier  was  beginning  to  make 
his  report,  the  fultan  interrupted  him, 
and  laid — '  Vizier,  I  fee  the  good  wo- 
*  man  who  made  me  the  prefent  fome 
'  months  fince;  forbear  your  report 
'  till  I  have  heard  what  fhe  has  to  lay.' 
The  vizier,  then  looking  about  the  di- 
van, prefently  perceived  Aladdin's  mo- 
ther, and  lent  the  chief  of  the  huiflirs 
for  her. 

Aladdin's  mother  came  to  the  foot  of 
the  throne,  proftrating  herfelf  as  ufual ; 
and  when   me  had  got  up  again,  the 
fultan  alked  her  what  fhe  would  have. 
Sir,'  laid  (he,  *  I  come  to  reprefent  to 
your  majetty,  in  the  name  of  my  fon 
Aladdin,  that  the  three  months,  at 
the  end  of  which  you  ordered  me  to 
come  again,  are  expired  ;  and  to  put 
jou  in  mind  of  your  promife.' 
The  fultan,  when  he  fixed  this  time, 
little  thought  of  hearing  any  more  of  a 
marriage,  which  he  imagined   muft  be 
very  difagreeable  to  the  princefs,  when 
he   only   confidered   the    meannefs   of 
Aladdin's  mother's  drefs;  but  yet  this 
fummons  for  him  to  be  as  good  as  his 
word   was   fomewhat  embarrafiing    to 
him  :  thereupon   he  confulted   his   vi- 
zier, and  figmfied  to  him  the  little  in- 
clination he  had  to  conclude  a  match 
with  a  (Iranger,  whofe  fortune  he  fup- 
poied  to  be  very  me:<n. 

The  grand  vizier  freely  told  the  fol- 
tan  his  thoughts  on  the  matter;  and  laid 
to  him — '  In  my  opinion,  Sir,  there  is 


an  Infallible  way  for  your  majefty  tb 
avoid  a  match  fo  difproportionable, 
without  giving  Aladdin  any  caufe  of 
complaint;  which  is,  for  your  ma- 
jefty  to  fet  fo  high  a  value  upon  the 
princefs,  which,  were  he  never  fo 
rich,  he  could  not  come  up  to.  This 
is  the  only  way  to  nnke  him  defift 
from  fo  bold,  or,  as  I  may  lay,  rafh  an 
undertaking,  which  he  never  well 
thought  of  before  he  engaged  in  it.' 
The  fultan,  approving  of  the  grand 
vizier's  advice,  turned  about  to  Alad- 
din's mother;  and,  after  fome  fhort  re- 
flection, laid  to  her — '  Good  woman,  it 
is  true,  fultans  ought  to  be  as  good 
as  their  words;  and  I  am  ready  to 
keep  mine,  by  making  your  fon  hap- 
py by  the  marriage  of  the  princefs 
my  daughter.  But  as  I  cannot  marry 
her  without  fome  valuable  confide- 
ration  from  your  fon,  you  may  tell 
him,  I  will  fulfil  my  promife  as  foon 
as  he  mail  fend  me  forty  bafons  of 
mafly  gold,  full  of  the  fame  things 
you  have  already  made  me  a  prefent 
of,  and  carried  by  the  like  number  of 
black  flaves,  who  (hall  be  led  by  as 
many  young  and  handfome  white 
flaves,  all  drefled  magnificently.  On 
thefe  conditions  I  am  ready  to  be- 
ftow  the  princefs  my  daughter  on  him  ; 
therefore,  good  woman,  go  and  tell 
him  fo,  and  I  will  wait  till  you  bring 
me  his  ?.r  Twer.' 

Aladdin's  mother  proftrated  herfelf 
a  fecondtime  beforethe  fultarfs  throne, 
and   retired.     In   her  way   home,   fhe 
laughed   within    herfelf   at    her    fon's 
foolifh  imagination.      *  Lack-a-day!' 
faid  fhe,  <  how  can  he  get  fo  many  fuch 
large  gold  bafons,  and  enough  of  that 
coloured  glafs  to  fill  them?     What, 
muft  he  go  agajn  to  that  fubterrane- 
ous  abode,  the  entrance  into  which  is 
flopped  up,  and  gather  them  off  the 
trees  ?      But  where  will    he   get  fo 
many  fuch  flaves  as  the  fultan  re- 
quires ?    It  is  altogether  out  of  his 
power  ;  and  I  believe  he  will  not  be 
over  well  fatisfied   with  my  ambaf- 
fage   this  time.'      When   fhe   came 
lome,  full  of  thefe  thoughts,  fhe  faid  to 
icr  fon—-f  Indeed,  child,   I  would   not 
have  you  think  any  farther  of  your 
marriage  wi,th  the  Princefs  Badroul- 
boudour;  though  I  muft  tell  you,  too, 
the  fultan  received   me  very  kindly, 
and  I  believe  his  intentions  were  very 
goodj  but,  if  I  am  Jiot  very  much 
*  deceived, 
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deceived,  the  grand  vizier  has  made 
him  change  his  mind;  therefore  you 
may  guefs  what  I  have  to  tell  you. 
After  I  had  reprefented  to  his  m.ije- 
fty  that  the  three  months  were  ex- 
pired, and  becrgedof  him  to  remember 
his  promife,  I  obferved  that  he  whif- 
pered  with  his  vizier  before  he  gave 
me  this  anfwer.'  Then  (he  gave  her 
fon  an  exaft  account  of  what  the  fultan 
had  iaid  to  her,  and  the  conditions  on 
which  he  confeated  to  the  match.  Af- 
terwards (he  faid  to  him — *  The  fultan 
expects  your  anfwer  immediately: 
but,'  continued  (he,  laughing,  «  I 
bt-lievehe  may  wait  long  enough.* 
«  Not  fo  long,  mother,  as  you  ima- 
gine,' replied  Aladdin.  «  The  ful- 
tan  is  miftaken,  if  he  thinks  by  this 
exorbitant  demand  to  prevent  my  en- 
tertaining thoughts  of  the  princefs.  I 
expecled  greater  difficulties,  and  that 
he  would  have  fet  a  higher  price  on 
that  incomparable  princefs.  But  I 
am  very  well  pleafed  ;  his  demand  is 
but  a  trifle  to  what  I  could  have  done 
for  her.  But  while  I  think  of  fatis- 
fying  his  requeft,  go  and  get  us  ibme- 
thingfor  dinner.' 

As  foon   as  Aladdin's  mother  was 
gone  out  to  market,  Aladdin  rook  the 
lamp  and  rubbed  it,  and  theGenius  ap- 
peared, and  offered  his  fervice  as  ufual. 
The  fultan,1    faid  Aladdin  to  him, 
gives  me    the  princefs  his  daughter 
in  marriage;  but  demands  firft  of  me, 
forty  large  bafons  of  ma  fly  gold,  full 
of  the   fruits  of    the    garden   from 
whence  I  took  this   lamp    thou   art 
Have  to  :  and  thefe  he  expects  to  hive 
carried  by  as  many  black  (laves,  each 
preceded  by  a  young  handfome  white 
flave,  richly  cloathed.    Go,  and  fetch 
me  this  prefent  as  foon   as  pofiible, 
that  I   may  fend  it  to  him  before  the 
divan  breaks  up.'  The  Genius  obey- 
ed his  command,  and  difappeared. 

In  a  little timeafterwards  theGenius 
returned  with  forty  black  (laves,  each 
with  a  bafon  on  his  head,  full  of  pearls, 
diamonds,  rubies,  and  emeralds,  all 
larger  and  more  beautiful  than  thofe 
presented  to  the  fultan  before.  Each 
bafon  was  covered  with  a  filver  ftuff, 
embroidered  with  flowers  of  gold.  All 
thefe,  and  the  white  (laves,  quite  filled 
the  houfe,  which  was  but  a  iinall  one, 
and  the  little  yard  before  it,  and  a  lit- 
tle garden  behind.  The  Genius  afked 
Aladdin  if  he  had  any  other  commands} 


Aladdin  told  him  that  he  wanted  no-» 
thing  farther  then,  and  the  Genius  dif- 
appeared. 

When  Aladdin's  mother  came  from 
market,  (he  was  in  a  great  furprize  ta 
fee  fo  many  people,  and  fuch  vaft  riches. 
As  foon  as  (he  h;ul  laid  down  her  pro- 
vifions,  (he  was  going  to  pull  off  her 
veil  ;  but   Aladdin    hindered   her,   and 
faid — '  Mother,  let  us  lofe  no  time; 
but,  before  the  fultan  and  the  divaa 
rife,  I  would  have  you  return  to  the 
palace,  and  go  with  this  prefent,  as 
the  dowry  he  aflced  for  the  Princefs 
Badroulboudour;  that  he  may  judge, 
by  my  diligence  and  exaftnefs,  of 
the  ardent  and  finctre  zeal  I  have  to 
procure  myfelf  the  honour  of  this  al- 
liance.'     Without   waiting   for    his 
mother's    making    a    reply,    Aladdin 
opened  the   ftreet-door,   and    made  the 
Haves  walk  out;  a  white  ilave  followed 
always  by  a  black  one,  with  a  bafon  on, 
his  head.     When   they  were  all  gone 
out,  the  mother  followed  the  laft  black 
flave,  and  he  (hut  the  door,  and  then 
retired  to  his  chamber,  full  of  hopes 
that  the  fultan,  after  this  prefent,  would 
receive  him  as  his  fon-in-law. 

The  firft  whi'.e  (lave  that  went  out  of 
the  houfe  made  all  the  people  who  were 
going  by  and  law  him,  flop;  and  before 
they  were  all  got  out  of  the  houfe,  the 
(treets  were  crouded  with  fpe&ators, 
who  ran  to  fee  fo  extraordinary  and  no- 
ble a  fight.  Thedreisof  each  flave  was 
fo  rich,  both  for  the  (luff  and  jewels,' 
that  thofe  who  were  dealers  in  them 
valued  each  at  no  lefs  than  a  million  of 
money.  Befides  the  juftnefs  of  the 
drefs,  the  noble  air  and  delicate  (hape 
of  each  flave  was  unparalleled.  They 
marched  flow,  and  at  an  equal  diftance 
from  each  other;  and  the  jewels  were 
large,  and  curioufly  fet  in  their  gold, 
belts  with  juft  fymmetry;  and  thofe  in, 
their  hats  were  of  fo  particular  a  tafte 
and  beautiful  luftre,  that  the  fpectators 
were  in  fo  great  an  admiration,  that  thty 
could  not  forbear  gazing  at  them,  ancj[ 
following  them  with  their  eyes  as  far  as 
poffibie:  for,  in  fhort,  the  ttreets  wero 
fo  crouded  with  people,  that  none 
could  move  out  of  the  fpot  they  ftoo<J 
on.  But,  as  they  were  to  pafs  through) 
a  great  many  (treets  to  go  to  the  palace, 
a  great  part  of  the  town  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  feeing  them.  As  foon  as  the 
firft  of  thefe  (laves  arrived  at  the  palace* 
gates,  the  porters  formed  themfelves$ 

into 
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rnto  order,  and  took  him  for  a  king 
fry  the  richnefs  and  magnificence  of  his 
feabit,  and  were  going  to  kifs  the  hem 
of  his  garment;;  but  the  flave,  who  was 
in ftrucled  bytheGenius, prevented  them, 
airdt  faid — '  We  are  only  flaves;  our 
*  rnafter  will  appear  at  a  proper  time.* 
Then  this  flave,  fallowed  by  the  reft, 
advanced  into  the  lecond  court,  which 
was  very  fpaeious,  and  in  which  ftood 
the  fultan's  palace.  The  magnificence 
of  the  officers,  who  ftood  at  the  head  of 
their  troops,  was  very  much  eclipfed  by 
Aladdin's  flaves  ;.  nothing  was  ever 
feen  fo  fhining  and  noble  in  the  fultan's 
palace  before,  and  all  the  bright  and 
g;ay  lords  of  his  court  were  not  to  be 
compared  to  them. 

As  the  fultan,  who  had  been  in- 
formed of  their  march  and  coming  to 
the  palace,  had  given  order*  for  them 
fo  be  admitted  when  they  came,  they 
met  with  no  obftacle,  but  went  into  the 
cEivan  in  good  order,  one  part  filing  to 
tfee  right,  and  the  other  to  the  left.  Af- 
ter they  were  all  entered,  and  had  form- 
ed; a  demicircle  before  the  fultan's 
throne*  the  black  flaves  laid  the  bafons 
on  the  carpet,  and  all  proftrated  them- 
fclves,  touching  the  carpet  with  their 
foreheads;  and  at  the  fame  time  the 
whrte  ffaveadid  the  fame.  When  they 
all  rofe  again,  the  black  flaves  unco- 
vered the  bafons^  and  then  all  ftood 
.with  their  arms  croiFed  over  their 
ferea&s,  in  great  modefty. 

lu  the  mean  time,  Aladdin's  mother 
*dVar>ced>  to  the  foot  of  the  throne;  and, 
having  paid   her  refpefts,  faid  to  the 
jfttttan — *  Sir,  my  fon  Aladdi-n  is  fen- 
fible  that  this  prefent,   which  he  has 
fcnt  your  majefty,  rs  much  below  the 
Princefs   Badroulboudour'*    worthy 
but  hope*,  neverthelefs,    that  your 
majefty  will  accept  of  it,  and  make 
it  agreeable  to  the  princefs:  for  that 
which  gives  him  the  greater  confi- 
dence rs,  he  has  endeavoured  to  con- 
form  himfelf  to  the  conditions  you 
were  pleafed  to  impofe  on  him.* 
The  fultan  was  not  able  to  give  the 
leaft  attention  to  this  compliment  of 
Aladdin's  mother.    The  firft  moment 
he  caft  his  eyes  on  the  forty  bafons, 
fnllpf  the  moft  precious  and  beautiful 
jewels  he  bad  ever  feen,  and  the  four- 
fcore  $aves,  who  appeared  by  the  rich- 
jiefs  and  noblen*fs  of  their  drefs  to  be 
to  many  kings,  he  was  fo  itruck,  that 
lit  could  not  recover  his  admirationj 


but,  inftead   of  anfwering   Aladdin*! 
mother,  addrefled  himfelf  to  the  grand 
vizier;  who  could  not,  any  more  than 
himfelf,  comprehend  from  whence  fuch 
profule  riches  could  come.      «  Well, 
vizier,'  faid  he  aloud,  «  what  do  you 
think  of  all  this?     Who  can   it  be 
that  has  fent  me  this  extraordinary 
prefent,  and  neither  of  us  know  him  ? 
Do   you    think   him    worthy  of  the 
Princefs  Badroulboudour  my  daugh- 
ter?' 

The  vizier,  notwithftanding  his  envy 
and  grief  to  fee  a  ftranger  preferred  to 
be  the  fultan's  fon -in -law  before    bis 
fon,  durft  not  difguife  his  fentiments. 
It  was  too  vifible  that  Aladdin's  pre- 
fent was  more  than  fufficient  to  merit 
his  reception  into  that  great  alliance  j 
therefore,    diving     into    the    fultan'« 
thoughts,  he  returned  this  anfwer  :    '  I 
am    fo   far,   Sir,    from   having  any 
thoughts  that  the   perfon    who  has 
made  your  majefty  fo  noble  a  prefent 
is  unworthy  of  the  honour  you  would 
do  him,  that  I  mould  be  fo  bold  as  to 
fay  he  deferved  much  more,  if  I  was 
not  perfuaded  that  the  greateft  trea- 
fure  in  the  world  ought  not  to  be  put 
in  a  balance  with  the  princefs.'  This 
advice  was  applauded  by  all  the  lords 
who  were  then  in  council. 

The  fultan  never  ftaid,  nor  thought 
of  informing  himfelf  whether  Aladdin 
was  endowed  with  all  the  qualifications 
fitting  for  one  who  afpired  to  be  hi* 
fon-in  law.      The  fight  only  of  fuch 
immenfe  riches,  and   Aladdin's   dili- 
gence in  fatisfying  his  demand,  with- 
out ftarting  the  leaft  difficulty  on  the 
exorbitant  conditions  he  had  impofed 
on   him,  perfuaded  him  eafily  that  he 
could  want  nothing  to  render  him  ac- 
compli fhed.   Therefore,  to  fend  Alad- 
din's  mother  back  with  all  the  fatis- 
faftion  fhe  could  defire,  he  faid  to  her 
— *  Good  woman,  go  and  tell  your  for* 
that  I  wait  to  embrace  and  receive 
him  with  open  arms  ;  and  the  more 
hafte  he  makes  to  come  and  receive 
the  princefs  my  daughter  from  my 
hands,  the  greater  pleafure  he  will  da 
me.' 

As  foon  as  Aladdin's  mother  was  re- 
tired, as  much  overjoyed  as  a  womai> 
in  her  condition  could  be,  to  fee  her  ion 
rife  beyond  all  expectations  to  fiich 
great  fortune,  the  fultan  put  an  end  to 
the  audience  for  that  day;  and,  rifing 
fiora  his  throne,  ordered  that  the  prin- 
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cefs's  eunuchs  fhould  come  and  carry 
thofe  bafons  into  their  miftrefs's  apart- 
ment, whither  he  went  himfelf  to  exa- 
mine them  with  her  at  his  leifure.  The 
fourfcore  flaves  were  not  forgot,  but 
were  conducted  into  the  palace;  and 
fome  tjme  after,  the  fultan  telling  the 
Princefs  Badroulboudour  of  their  mag- 
nificence, ordered  them  to  be  brought 
before  her  apartment,  that  fhe  might 
fee  he  exaggerated  not  any  thing  in 
their  praife. 

In  the  mearl  time,  Aladdin's  mo- 
ther got  home,  and  (hewed  in  her  air 
and  countenance  the  good  news  (he 
brought  her  fon.  *  Child,'  faid  (he  to 
him,  '  you  have  now  all  the  reafon  in 
the  world  to  be  pleafed.  You  are, 
contrary  to  my  expectations,  arrived 
at  the  height  of  your  defires ;  and  you 
know  what  I  always  told  you.  But, 
not  to  keep  you  too  long  in  fufpence, 
the  fultan,  with  the  approbation  of 
the  whole  court,  has  declared  that 
you  are  worthy  of  poflTefTing  the  Prin- 
cefs Badroulboudour,  and  waits  to 
embrace  you,  and  conclude  your  mar- 
riage ;  therefore  you  muft  think  of 
making  fome  preparations  for  that 
interview,  that  may  anfwer  the  great 
opinion  he  has  of  your  peifon;  and, 
after  the  wonders  I  havefeen  you  do, 
I  am  perfuaded  nothing  can  be  want- 
ing* But  I  muft  not  forget  to  tell 
you,  the  fultan  waits  for  }'ou  with 
great  impatience;  therefore  lofe  no 
time.' 

Aladdin,  charmed  with  this  news, 
and  full  of  the  objeft  which  poflefied 
his  foul,  made  his  mother  very  little 
reply,  but  retired  to,  his  chamber. 
There,  after  he  had  rubbed  his  lamp, 
which  had  never  failed  him  in  whatever 
he  wifhed  for,  the  obedient  Genius  ap- 
peared. '  Genius,'  faid  Aladdin,  •  I 
*  want  to  go  to  bathe  immediately; 
'  and  afterwards  provide  me  the  mod 
'  rich  and  magnificent  habit  monarch 
'  ever  wore.'  No  fooner  were  the 
words  out  of  his  mouth,  than  the  Ge- 
nius rendered  him,  as  well  as  himfelf, 
invifible,  and  tranfported  him  into  a 
fine  marble  bath,  of  all  forts  of  colours ; 
where  fir  ft  he  was  undreffed,  without 
feeing  by  whom,  in  a  large  fpacious 
hall.  From  the  hall  he  was  led  to  the 
bath,  which  was  of  a  moderate  heat, 
and  there  rubbed  and  wafhed  with  all 
forts  of  fine-fcented  water.  After  he 
had  paflcd  through  feveral  degrees  of 


heat,  he  got  out,  but  quite  a  different 
man  from  what  he  was  before:  his  (kin 
was  clear  white  and  red,  and  his  body 
iu;h!ibrne  and  eafy;  and,  when  he  re- 
turned  into  the  hall,  he  found,  iriftead 
of  his  own,  a  noble  habit,  the  magni- 
ficence of  which  very  much  furprized 
him.  The  Genius  helped  him  to  drefsj 
and,  when  he  had  done,  tranfported  him 
back  to  his  own  chamber,  where  he 
afked   him  if  he  had   any  other  com- 
mands.   «  Yes,'anfwered  Alad-din,  «  I 
expeft  you  mould  bring  me,  as  foon. 
as  podibie,  a  horfe  that  furpafles  in 
beauty  and  goodnefs  the  beft  in  the 
fultan's  ftables,  with   a  faddle   and 
houfing,  and  other  accoutrements,  to 
the  value  of  a  million  of  money.     I 
want   alfo  twenty  flaves,    as   richly 
cloathed  as  thofe  prefented  to  the  ful- 
tan, to  walk  by  my  fide  and  follow 
me,  and  twenty  more  to  go  before  me 
in  two  ranks.     Befides  thefe,  bring 
fix  women  flaves  to  wait  on  my  mo- 
ther, as  finely  dreffed  as  arty  of  the 
Princefs      Badroulboudour's,     each 
loaded  with  a  compleat  fuit   fit  for 
any  fultanefs.     And,  after  all  thefe 
things,  be  fare  do  not  forget  to  bring 
alfo  ten  thoufand  pieces  of  gold,   in 
ten  purfesj  and  make  hade,  and  be 
diligent.' 

As  foon  as  Aladdin  had  given  thefe 
orders,  the  Genius  difappeared,  and 
prefently  returned  with  the  horfe,  forty 
flaves,  ten  purfes  of  gold,  and  the  fix; 
women  (lave;,  cr.ch carrying  on  her  head 
a  habit  for  Aladdin's  mother,  wrapped 
up  in  a  filver  (tuff;  and  prefented  them 
all  to  Aladdin. 

Of  the  ten  pmfes,  Aladdin  took  but 
four,  which  he  gave  to  his  mother,  tell- 
ing her  thofe  were  to  fupply  her  with, 
neceffaries;  the  other  fix  he  left  in  the 
hands  of  the  flaves  who  brought  them, 
with  an  order  to  throw  handfuls  among 
the  people,  as  they  went  to  the  fultan's 
palace.  Thefe  fix  flaves,  who  carried 
the  purfes,  he  ordered  Hkewife  to  march 
before  him,  three  on  the  right-hand, 
and  three  on  the  left.  Afterwards  he 
prefented  the  fix  women-flaves  to  his 
mother,  telling  her  they  were  her  flaves, 
and  that  the  habits  they  had  brought 
were  for  her  ufe. 

When  Aladdin  had  thus  difpofed  his 
affairs,  he  told  the  Genius  he  would 
call  him  when  he  wanted  him,  and 
thereupon  the  Genius  difappeared. 
Then  Aladdin's  thoughts  were  more 
3  T  "  intent 
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intent  upon  anfwering,  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible,  the  defirethe  fultan  had  fhewn  to 
fee  him.  He  difpatched  one  of  the  for- 
ty flaves  to  the  palace,  with  an  order 
to  addrefs  himfelf  to  the  chief  of  the 
huiflirs,  to  know  when  he  might  have 
the  honour  to  come  and  throw  himfelf 
at  the  fultan's  feet.  The  (lave  foon 
acquitted  himfelf  of  his  meffige,  and 
brought  him  word  that  the  lultan  wait- 
ed for  him  with  impatience. 

Aladdin  immediately  mounted  his 
horfe,  and  began  his  march  in  the  or- 
der he  had  appointed  it;  and  though  he 
never  was  on  a  horfe's  back  before,  he 
appeared  with  an  extraordinary  grace. 
The  ftreets  through  which  he  was  to 
pafs  were  immediately  crouded  with 
an  innumerable  concourfe  of  people, 
who  made  the  air  echo  again  with  their 
acclamations,  efpecially  every  time  the 
fix  flaves  who  carried  thepurfes  threw 
handfuls  of  gold  into  the  air.  Neither 
did  thefe  acclamations  and  (bouts  of 
joy  come  only  from  thofe  who  Icram- 
foled  for  the  money,  but  from  a  fupe- 
rior  rank  of  people,  who  could  not  for- 
bear commending  publickly  Aladdin's 
generofity.  Befides,  thofe  who  knew 
him  once  when  he  played  in  the  ftreets 
Jike  a  vagabond,  did  not  know  him 
again;  fuch  were  the  effects  of  the  lamp, 
as  to  procure  by  degrees,  by  thofe  who 
pofiefled  it,  perfections  agreeable  to  the 
high  fortune  the  right  ufe  of  it  advanced 
them  to.  Much  more  attention  was 
given  to  Aladdin's  pcrfon,  than  to  the 
pomp  and  magnificence  of  his  attend- 
ants, which  had  been  taken  notice  of 
the  day  before  in  the  march  of  the  (laves 
with  the  prefent  to  the  fultan.  Never- 
thelefs,  the  horfe  was  very  much  ad- 
anired  by  fuch  as  had  good  judgment, 
and  knew  how  to  difcern  his  beauties 
•without  being  dazzled  with  the  jewels 
and  richnefs  of  the  furniture.  And 
\vhen  the  report  was  every  where  fpread 
about  that  the  fultan  was  going  to  give 
the  Princefs  Badroulboudour  in  mar- 
riage to  him,  nobody  regarded  his  birth, 
jior  envied  his  good  fortune,  fo  worthy 
he  feemed  of  it. 

When  he  arrived  at  the  palace,  every 
thing  was  prepared  for  his  reception: 
and  when  he  came  to  the  fecond  gate, 
he  would  have  alighted  from  off  his 
horfe,  to  conform  according  to  the  cuf- 
tom  obferved  by  the  grand  vizier,  the 
generals  of  the  armies,  and  governors 
of  provinces  of  the  firft  rank  j  but  the 


chief  of  the  huiflirs,  who  waited  on 
him  by  the  fultan's  order,  prevented 
him,  and  attended  him  to  the  council- 
hall, where  he  helped  him  to  difmounr, 
though  Aladdin  oppofed  him  very 
much;  but  he  could  not  prevail.  The 
huiflirs  formed  themfelves  into  two 
ranks  at  the  entrance  of  the  h  11 ;  the 
chief  put  Aladdin  on  his  ru:ht  handj 
and,  pafling  through  the  mi<1  ft  of  them, 
led  him  to  the  fultan's  throne. 

As  foon  as  the  fultan  peiceived  A- 
laddin,  he  was  as  much  amazed  to  fee 
him  more  richly  and  magnificently 
cloathed  than  ever  he  had  been  himl'elf, 
as  furprized  at  his  good  mien,  fine 
fhape,  and  a  certain  air  of  grandeur, 
which  was  very  much  different  from 
the  meannefs  his  mother  appeared  mj 
all  which  were  contrary  to  his  expe&a* 
tion.  But,  notwithftanding,  this  amaze- 
ment and  furprize  did  not  hinder  hinv 
from  rifing  off  his  thronej  and  ftepping 
down  two  or  three  fteps,  quick  enough 
to  prevent  Aladdin's  throwinT  himfelf, 
at  his  feet,  he  embraced  him  with  all 
the  demonftrations  of  friendfliip.  Af- 
ter this  civility,  Aladdin  would  have 
caft  himfelf  at  his  feet  again;  but  he 
held  him  faft  by  the  hand,  and  obliged 
him  to  fit  between  him  and  the  grand 
vizier. 

Then  Aladdin,  afluming  the  dif* 
courfe,  faid — '  I  receive,  Sir,  the  ho- 

*  nour  which  your  majefty,  out  of  •,  our 

*  great  bounty,  is  pleafed  to  confer  on 
'  me:  but  permit  me  to  tell  yu,  that 
'  I  have  not  forgot  that  I  am  your  flavej 

*  that   I  know  the  --reatnefs  of  your 

*  power,  and  t'^i  I  am  not  infenfihle 

*  how   much  my  birth  is  below  the 
'  fplendor  and  Ivftre  of  the  high  rank 
'  to  which  I  am  raifed.     If  any  way,' 
continued  he,  *  I  could  have  merited 

*  fo  favourable  a  reception,  I  confefs  I 
'  cannot  attribute  it  to  my  boldnefs, 
'  but  to  a  mere  chance,  which  made  ma 

*  raife  my  eyes,  thoughts,  and  defires, 
'  to  the  divine  princefs  who  is  the  ob- 
1  je£l  of  my  wiflies.     I  afk  your  ma- 
'  jefty's  pardon  for  my  rafhnefs;  but  I 
'  cannot  diflemble  :   I  ihould  die  with 

*  grief,  if  I  (hould  lofe  my  hopes  of 
'  feeing  them  accomplifhed.* 

*  Son,'  anfwered  the  fultan,  em-, 
bracing  him  a  fecond  time,  (  you  do 
'  me  wrong  to  doubt  the  Jeaft  of  my 

*  fincerity  :  your  life,  from  this   mo-, 
'  ment,  is  too  dear  to  me  not  to  pre- 
<  ierve  it,  by  prefenting  you  with  a  re- 

'  medy 
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*  medy  which  is  in  my  difpofal.  I  pre- 
«  fer  the  pleafure  of  feeing  and  hearing 
«  you  btfore  all  your  treafure  and  mine 
'  together.' 

After  thefe  words,  the  fultan  gave  a 
fignal,  and  immediately  the  air  echoed 
again  with  trumpets  and  hautboys,  and 
other  mufical  inhruments  :  and  at  the 
fame  time  the  fultan  led  Aladdin  into 
a  magnificent  ha)l,  where  there  was 
prepared  a  noble  feaft.  The  fultan  and 
Aladdin  eat  by  themfelves,  the  grand 
vizier,  and  the  great  lords  of  the  court, 
acco'-ding  to  their  dignity  and  rank, 
waited  all  the  time.  Their  converfation 
was  of  indifferent  matters;  but  all  the 
while  the  fultan  took  fo  great  a  plea- 
fure in  feeing  him,  that  he  never  hardly 
took  his  eyes  off  him 5  and  throughout 
all  their  difcourfe,  Aladdin  (hewed  fo 
much  good  fenfe,  as  confirmed  the  ful- 
tan in  the  good  opinion  he  had  of  him. 
After  dinner,  the  fultan  fent  for  the 
chief  judge  of  his  capital,  and  ordered 
him  to  draw  up  immediately  a  contract 
of  marriage  between  the  Princefs  Ba- 
droulboudour  his  daughter  and  Alad. 
din.  In  the  mean  time  the  fultan  and 
he  entered  into  another  converfation  in 
the  prefence  of  the  grand  vizier  and  the 
lords  of  the  court,  who  all  admired  the 
folidity  of  his  wit,  the  great  eafe  and 
freedom  wherewith  he  delivered  him- 
felf,  and  the  beautif'i!  thoughts,  and 
delicacy  of  his  exprefling  them. 

When   the  judge  had  drawn  up  the 
Contract  in  all  the  requifite  forms,  the 
fultan  afked  Aladdin,  if  he  would  ftay 
in  the  palace,  and  folemnize  the  cere- 
monies of  marriage  that  day;   to  which 
he  anfwered — '  Sir,  though  great  is  my 
impatience  to  enjoy  your  majefty's 
bounty,  yet  I  beg  of  you  to  give  me 
leave   to  defer  it  till  1  have  built  a 
palace  fit  to  receive  the  princefs  in ; 
therefore  defire   you  <o  grant  me  a 
convenient  fpot  of  ground  nigh  your 
palace,  that   I  may  come  the   more 
often  to  pay  my  refpects  to  you,  and 
I  will  take  care  to  have  it  finifhed  with 
all  diligence.' — '  Son,'  laid  the  fultan, 
take  what  ground  you  think  proper} 
there  is  land  enough  before  my  pa- 
lace: but  confider,  I  cannot  then  fee 
you  fo  foon  united  with  my  daughter, 
which  would  compleat  my  joy.'  After 
thefe  words  he  embracedAladdin  again, 
who  took  his  leave  with  as  much  po- 
litenefs  as  if  he  had  been  bred  up  and 
had  always  lived  at  court. 


Aladdin  mounted  his  horfe  again, 
and  returned  home  in  the  fame  order 
he  came,  with  the  acclamations  of  the 
people,  who  wifhed  him  all  happinefs 
and  profperity.  As  foon  as  he  difm'cunt- 
ed,  he  retired  to  his  own  chamber,  took 
the  lamp,  and  called  the  Genius  as 
ufual,  who  in  the  like  manner  made 
him  tenders  of  his  fervice.  'Genius,* 
faid  Aladdin,  '  I  have  all  the  reafon  ill 
the  world  to  commend  thyexaftnefs  in 
executing  hitherto  punctually  what- 
ever I  have  afked  thee  to  do;  but  now» 
if  thou  haft  any  regard  for  the  lamp 
thy  miftrefs,  thou  muft  fliew,  if  pof- 
fible,  more  zeal  and  diligence  than 
ever.  I  would  have  thee  build  me, 
as  foon  as  thou  can  ft,  a  palace  over- 
againft  and  at  a  juft  diltance  from 
the  fultan's,  and  fit  to  receive  my 
fpoufe  the  Princefs  Badroulboudour* 
1  leave  the  choice  of  the  materials  to 
thee;  that  is  to  fay,  prophyry,  jafper, 
agate,  lapis-lazuli,  fine  marble,  and 
the  reft  of  the  building.  But  I  expeft, 
that  at  the  top  of  this  palace  thou 
(halt  build  me  a  large  hall  with  a 
dome,  and  four  equal  frontsj  and 
that,  inftead  of  bricks,  the  walls  be 
made  of  wedges  of  maffy  gold  and 
filver,  laid  alternately;  that  each  front 
flnll  contain  fix  windows;  all  which, 
except  one,  which  muft  be  left  un- 
finiflied  and  imperfect,  (hall  be  fo  en- 
riched with  art  and  fymmetry,  dia- 
monds, rubies,  and  emeralds,  that 
they  (hall  exceed  all  things  of  that 
kind  in  the  world.  I  would  have  an 
inward  and  outward  court  before  this 
palace,  and  a  curious  garden:  but, 
above  all  things,  take  care  tint  there 
be  laid  in  a  place^ which  thou  (halt  tell 
me  of,  a  treafure  of  gold  and  'lives- 
coin.  Befides,  this  palace  mult  be 
well  provided  with  kitchens  and  offi- 
ces, ftorc  houfes,  and  rooms  to  keep 
choice  furniture  in,  for  all  the  feafons 
of  the  year.  I  muft  have  (tables  full 
of  the  fined  horfes,  equerries  and 
grooms,  and  an  hunting  equipage. 
There  muft  be  officers  to  attend  the 
kitchen  and  offices,  andwomen  (laves 
to  wait  on  the  princefs.  Thou  un- 
derftandeft  what  I  mean;  therefore 
go  about  it,  and  come  and  tell  me 
when  all  is  done.' 

By  that  time  Aladdin  had  inftru&ed 

the  Genius  with  his  intentions,  and  the 

building  of  his  palace,  the  fun  was  fet. 

The  next  morning  by  the  break  of  day, 

3  T  a  Aladdia, 
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Aladdin,  whofc  love  for  the  princefs 
would  not  let  him  deep,  was  no  fooner 
up,  than  the  Genius  prefented  himfelf, 
and  laid— '  Sir,  your  palace  is  finifhed; 
«  come  and  fee  if  you  like  it.'  Aladdin 
had  no  fooner  fig nified  his  confent,  but 
the  Genius  tranfported  him  thither  in 
an  inltant;  and  he  found  it  fo  much  be- 
yond his  expectation,  that  he  could  not 
enough  admire  it.  The  Genius  led 
him  through  all  the  apartments,  where 
he  met  with  nothing  but  what  was  rich 
and  magnificent,  with  officers  and 
flaves,  all  drefied  according  to  the 
rank  and  fervices  for  which  they  were 
appointed.  Then  the  Genius  (hewed 
him  the  treafury,  which  was  opened  by 
a  treafurer,  where  Aladdin  faw  heaps 
of  bags  of  money,  of  different  fizes, 
piled  up  to  the  top  of  the  cieling.  The 
Genius  affured  him  of  the  treafurer's 
fidelity;  and  thence  led  him  to  the  fta- 
bles,  where  he  fliewed  himfomeof  the 
fined  horfes  in  the  world,  and  grooms 
carefully  drefling  them;  and  from  thence 
they  went  to  the  (tore -houfes,  which 
were  filled  with  all  necefiary  provi- 
fions,  both  for  the  food  and  ornament 
of  the  horfes. 

When  Aladdin  had  examined  the  pa- 
lace from  top  to  bottom,  and  particu- 
larly the  hall  with  the  four  and  twenty 
windows,  and  found  it  much  beyond 
whatever  he  could  have  imagined,  he 
faid  to  the  Genius — 'Genius, no  one  can 
be  better fatisfied  than  I  am;  and,  in- 
deed, I  mould  be  very  much  to  blame 
if  I  complained.     There  is  only  one 
thing  wanting,  which  I  forgot;  that 
is,  to  lay  from  the  fultan's  palace  to 
the  door  of  the  apartment  defigned 
for  the  princeis,  a  piece  of  fine  velvet 
for  her  to  walk  upon.*     The  Genius 
immediately  clifappeared,  and  Aladdin 
faw    what    he    defired    executed    that 
minute.     Then   the  Genius  returned, 
and  carried  Aladdin  home  before  the 
gates  of  the  iukan's  palace  were  opened. 
When  the  porters,  who  had  always 
been  uftd  to  an  open  profpecl:,  came  to 
open  the  gates,  they   were  amazed  to 
find  it  limited,  and    to  fee  a  piece  of 
velvet   fpread   for   a    great    way;  but 
when  they  could  difcern  Aladdin's  pa- 
lace diftinclly,  their  furprize  was  very 
much  increafed.  The  news  of  fo  extra- 
ordinary a  wonder  was  prefently  fpread 
about  the    palace  :    the  grand   vizier, 
who  car.ie  foon  after  the  gates  were  open, 
was  no  lefs  amazed  than  other  people 


at  this  novelty,  and  ran  and  acquainted 
the  fultan,  and  endeavoured  to  make 
him  believe  it  to  be  all  enchantment. 
Vizier,'  replied  the  fultan,  «  why  wiM 
you  have  it  to  be  all  enchantment? 
You  know  as  well  as  me  that  it  ;« 
Aladdin's  palace,  which  I  gave  him 
leave  to  build,  to  receive  my  daugh- 
ter in.     After  the  proof  we  have  had 
of  his  riches,  can  we  think  it  ftrangc 
that  he  (hould  build  a  palace  in  fo 
ihort  a  time?  He  has  a  mind  to  fur- 
prize  us,  and  let  us  fee  what  wonders 
are  to  be  done  with    ready-money* 
Come,  own  fincerely,  that  what  you 
mention    of    enchantment    proceeds 
from  your  envy.'     It  being  then  the 
hour  of  going  to  council,  they  had  no 
farther  difcourfe. 

When  Aladdin  got  home,  and  had. 
difmified  the  Genius,  he  found  his  mo- 
ther up,  and  drefiing  herfelf  in  one  of 
thofe  fuits  that  were  brought  her.  By 
that  time  the  council  generally  broke 
up,  Aladdin  had  difpoled  his  mother 
to  go  to  the  palace  with  her  flaves;  and 
defired  her,  if  me  faw  the  fultan,  to  tell 
him  flic  came  to  do  herfelf  the  honour 
to  attend  the  princefs  towards  the  even- 
ing to  her  palace.  Accordingly  fliewent 
with  her  flaves,  who  were  all  drefled 
as  fine  as  fultanefles  ;  yet  the  crowd 
was  nothing  fo  great,  becaufe  they 
were  all  veiled,  and  had  each  a  fur- 
tout  on,  agreeable  to  the  richnefs  and 
magnificence  of  their  habits.  As  for 
Aladdin,  he  mounted  his  horfe,  and 
took  leave  of  his  paternal  houfe  for 
ever,  taking  care  not  to  forget  his  won- 
derful lamp,  by  the  afllftance  of  which 
he  had  reaped  fuch  advantages,  and  ar- 
rived at  the  utmoft  height  of  his  wi fli- 
es, and  went  to  the  palace  in  the  fame 
pomp  as  the  day  before. 

As  foon  ae  the  porters  of  the  fultan's 
palace  faw  Aladdin's  mother,  they 
went  and  informed  the  fultan,  who 
prefently  ordered  the  bands  t>f  trum- 
pets and  hautboys,  &c.  to  play,  and 
the  drums  to  beat,  fo  that  the  air  re- 
bounded the  echoes,  and  infpired  the 
whole  city  with  joy  :  the  tradesmen  and 
merchants  began  to  adorn  their  fhops 
and  houfes  with  fine  carpets  and  cu- 
fhions,  to  bedeck  them  with  boughs, 
and  prepare  illuminations  againft  night. 
The  handicraftfmen,  and  workmen  of 
all  forts,  left  their  works,  and  all  re- 
paired to  the  great  fpace  between  the 
iultan's  and  Aladdin's  palace;  which 

lift 
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laft  gained  all  their  attention,  not  only 
becaufe  it  was  new  to  them,  hut  becaufe 
there  was  no  comparifon  between  them. 
But  the  greateft  part  of  their  amaze- 
ment  was  to  comprehend,  by  what  un- 
heard-of miracle  fo  magnificent  a  palace 
Jhould  be  fo  loon  built,  it  being  appa- 
rent to  all  that  there  were  no  fuch  things 
as  materials,  or  any  foundation  laid, 
the  day  before. 

Aladdin's  mother  was  received  In  the 
palace  with  honour,  and  introduced  in- 
to the  Princefs  B'adroulboudour's  apart- 
ment by  the  chief  of  the  eunuchs.  As 
foon  as  the  princefs  faw  her,  (he  went 
and  faluted  her,  and  defired  her  to  fit 
down  on  a  fofa;  and  while  her  women 
•made  an  end  of  drefling  her,  and  a- 
dorning  her  with  the  jewels  Aladdin 
had  prefented  her  with,  a  noble  colla- 
tion was  (erred  up.  At  the  fame  time 
the  fultan,  who  had  a  mind  to  be  as 
much  with  his  daughter  as  poflible  be- 
fore he  parted  with  her,  came  and  paid 
her  great  refpeft.  Aladdin's  mother 
had  often  talked  to  the  fultan  in  pub- 
Jick,  but  he  had  never  feen  her  with 
her  veil  off,  as  (he  was  then;  and 
though  (he  was  fomewhat  advanced  in 
years,  (he  had  the  remains  of  a  good 
face,  which  (hewed  what  (he  had  been 
in  her  youth.  The  fultan,  who  had 
always  feen  her  drefled  very  mean  and 
poor,  was  in  admiration  to  find  her  as 
richly  and  magnificently  cloathed  asthe 
princefs  his  daughter.  This,  when  he 
came  to  a  more  ferious  reflection,  made 
him  think  Aladdin  equally  prudent  and 
wife  in  whatever  he  undertook. 

When  it  was  night,  the  princefs  took 
her  leave  of  the  fultan  :  their  adieus 
were  tender,  and  accompanied  with 
tears,;  they  embraced  each  other  feverai 
times,  and  at  laft  the  princefs  left  her 
own  apartment,  and  fet  forwards  for 
Aladdin's  palace,  with  his  mother  on 
her  left-hand,  followed  by  an  hundred 
women  (laves,  drelTed  in  a  furprizing 
magnificence.  All  the  bands  of  mufick, 
•which  played  from  the  time  Aladdin's 
mother  arrived,  joined  together,  led  the 
proceflion,  followed  by  an  hundred 
chaoux,  and  the  like  number  of  black 
eunuchs,  in  two  files,  with  their  offi- 
cers at  their  head.  Four  hundred  of  the 
fultan's  young  pages  carried  flambeaux 
on  each  fide,  which,  together  with  the 
illuminations  of  the  fultan's  and  Alad- 
din's palaces,  made  it  as  light  as  day. 

In  this  order,  the  princefs  walked  on 


the  velvet,  which  was  fpread  from  the 
fultan's  palace  to  Aladdin's,  preceded 
by  bands  of  muficians,  who  joining  with 
thofe  on  the  terraces  of  Aladdin's  pa- 
lace, formed  a  concert,  which,  all  ex- 
traordinary and  confufed  as  it  appeared, 
increafed  the  joy  not  only  of  the  crowd 
of  people  in  the  large  place,  but  of  all 
that  were  in  the  two  palaces,  the  town, 
and  a  great  way  aHout  it. 

At  laft,  when  the  princefs  arrived  at 
the  new  palace,  Aladdin  ian  with  all 
the  joy  imaginable  to  the  entry  of  the 
apartment,  ttie  place  appointed  for  him 
to  receive  her.  His  mother  had  taken 
care  to  point  him  out  to  the  princefs,  in 
themidftof  the  officers  that  furround- 
ed  him,  who  found  him  fo  handfome, 
that  me  was  charmed.  'Adorable  prin- 
«  cefs,'  laid  Aladdin  to  her,  accofting 
and  laluting  her  refpeclfully,  *  if  I  have 

*  the  misfortune  to  have  difpleafed  you, 

*  by  my  boldnefs  of  afpirirg  to  the 

*  pofifeffion  of  fo  lovely  a  princefs,  and 

*  my  fultan's  daughter,  I  mult  tell  you 

*  that  you  ought  to  blame  your  bright 

*  eyes  and  charms,  not  me.' — 'Prince*, 
(as  we  may  now  call  him)    anfwered 
the  princefs,  '  I  am  obedient  to  the  will 

*  of  my  father;  and  it  is  enough  for  me 

*  to  have  feen  you  once,  to  tell  you  that 

*  I  obey  without  reluctance.' 
Aladdin,  charmed  with  fo  agreeable 

and  obliging  an  anfwer,  would  not  keep 
the  princefs  Handing  after  (he  had 
walked  fo  far,  which  was  more  than  (he 
was  ufed  to  do;  but  took  her  by  the 
hand,  which  he  killed  with  the  greateft 
demonftration  of  joy,  and  led  her  into 
a  large  hall,  illuminated  with  an  infi- 
nite number  of  wax-candles;  where,  by 
the  care  of  theGenius,  a  noble  fealtwas 
ferved  up.  The  plates  were  all  of  tnaflTy 
gold,  and  contained  the  moft  delicate 
and  coftly  meats.  Theveflels,  batons, 
goblets,  &c.  with  which  the  beaufet 
was  furnifhed,  were  gold  alfo,  and  of 
exquifite  workmanfhip,  and  all  the 
other  ornaments  and  embellishments  of 
the  hall  were  anfwerable.  The  prin- 
cefs, dazzled  to  fee  fo  much  riches  in 
one  place,  faid  to  Aladdin — 'I  once 
thought,  prince,  that  nothing  in  the 
world  was  fo  rich  and  beautiful  as  the 
fultan  my  father's  palace;  but  the 
fight  of  this  hall  alone  is  fufficient  to 
undeceive  me.' 
Then  Aladdin  led  the  princefs  to  the 
place  appointed  fur  her;  and  as  foon  as 
(he  and  his  mother  were  fat  down,  a 

band 


516      ARABIAN  NIGHTS  ENTERTAINMENTS. 


band  of  the  moft  harmonious  inftru- 
rnents,  accompanied  with  the  voices  of 
fome  beautiful  ladies,  began  a  concert, 
•which  laded  without  intermifllon  to  the 
«nd  of  the  repaft.  The  princefs  was 
fo  charmed,  that  (he  declared  (he  had 
never  heard  any  thi  :g  like  it  in  the  ful- 
lan  her  father's  conrr,  hut  knew  not 
that  thefe  muficians  were  fairies,  which 
the  Genius  had  procured. 

When  the  table  was  taken  away, 
there  entered  a  company  of  dancers, 
who  danced,  according  to  the  cuftom 
of  the  country,  feveral  dances  in  figure, 
and  performed  their  parts  with  a  fur- 
prizing  lightnefs  and  activity,  and 
{hewed  all  the  addrefs  they  were  capa- 
ble of.  About  midnight,  Aladdin,  ac- 
cording to  the  cuftom  of  :hat  time  in 
China,  prefented  his  hand  to  the  Pnn- 
cefs  Badroulboudour  to  dance  with  her, 
and  fo  finifh  the  ceremonies  of  their 
nviptiils;  and,  in  fhort,  both  danced 
with  fo  good  a  grace,  that  they  were  the 
admiration  of  all  the  company.  When 
they  left  off,  Aladdin  did  not  let  the 
princefs's  hand  go,  but  led  her  to  the 
apartment  where  the  nuptial-bed  was 
prepared.  The  princefs's  women  helped 
to  undrefs  her,  and  put  her  to  bed. 
Aladdin's  officers  did  the  fame  by  him ; 
and  then  all  retired.  Thus  ended  the 
ceremonies  and  rejoicings  of  Aladdin 
and  the  Princefs  Badroulboudcur's 
marriage. 

The  next  morning,  when  Aladdin 
awaked,    his  valets  de  chambre   pre- 
fented   themfelves  to   drefs   him,  and 
brought  him  another  habit  as  rich  and 
magnificent  as  that  he  wore  the  day 
before.     Then  he  ordered  one  of  the 
horfes  appointed  for  his  perfon  to  be 
got  ready,  mounted  him,  and  went  in 
the  midft  of  a  large  troop  of  (laves  to 
the   fultan's  palace.     The  fultan   re- 
ceived him  with  the  fame  honours  as 
before,  embraced  him,  placed  him  on 
the  throne  with  him,  and  afked  him  to 
breakfaft  with  him.  To  which  Aladdin 
replied — *  I  beg  your  majefty  will  dif- 
penfe  with   me  from  accepting  that 
honour  to-day  :  I  came  to  afk  you  to 
go  and  take  a  repaft  in  the  princefs's 
palace,  attended  by  your  grand  vi- 
zier and  all  the  lords  of  your  court.' 
The  fultan,  who  confented  to  it  with 
pleafure,  rofc  up  immediately  ;  and,  as 
it  was  not  far  off,  went  thither  on  foot, 
with  Aladdin  on  his  right-hand,  and 
the  grand  vizier  on  his  left,  preceded 


by  the  chaoux  and  the  principal  officer! 
of  his  palace,  and  followed  by  all  the 
great  lords  of  his  courts 

The  nearer  the  fultan  approached 
Aladdin's   palace,    the   more    he   was 
(truck  with  it's  beauty;  but  was  much 
more  amazed  when  he  entered  it,  and 
could   not  forbear  breaking  into  ex- 
clamations.    But  when  he  came  into 
the  hall  with  the  four  and  twenty  win- 
dows, (to  (hew  which  Aladdin  had  in- 
vited him)  and  had  feen  the  ornaments, 
and,   above   all,    caft  his  eyes  on  the 
windows  enriched  with  diamonds,  ru- 
bies,   and  emeralds,  all  large  perfect 
(tones;  and  when  Aladdin  had  obferved 
to  him  that  it  was  as  rich  on  the  out- 
fide;  he  wasfo  much  furprized,  that  he 
remained  fome  time  motionlefs.  After 
he  had  recovered  hiinfelf,  he  faid  to  his 
zier — c  Is  it  poffibie  that  there  mould 
be  fuch  a  ftately  palace  fo  near  my 
own,  ar.i  I  be  an  utter  ftranger  to  it 
till  now?' — '  Sir  '  replied  the  grand 
izier,    '  your  majefty  may  remember 
that,  the  day  before  yefterday,  you 
gave  Aladdin,  whom  you  accepted 
for  your  fon-in  law,  leave  to  build  a 
palace  over  again  ft  your  own  j  and 
that  very  night,  before  fun  fet,  there 
was  nothing  of  it  begun,  and  yefter- 
day I  had  the  honour  to  tell  you  firft 
that  the  palace  was  built  and  finifh- 
ed.' — «  I  remember  it,'   replied  the 
ultan  j  <  but  nerer  imagined  that  that 
palace  was  one  of  the  wonders  of  the 
world;  Tor  where,  in  all  the  world 
befides,  (hall  we  find  walls  built  of 
maiTygold  and  filver,inftead  of  brick, 
(tone,  or  marble  ;  and  diamonds,  ru- 
bies, and  emeralds,   fet  thick  about 
the  windows?  Certainly  there  never 
was  any  thing  like  it  in  this  world 
before!' 

The  fultan  would  examine  and  ad- 
mire the  beauty  of  all  the  windows  ; 
and  counting  them,    found  that  they 
were  but  three  and  twenty  that  were  fo 
richly  adorned,  and  that  the  twenty- 
fourth  was  unfiniftied  and  imperfect. 
*  Vizier,'  faid  he,  for  that  minifter  ne- 
ver left  him,  '  I  am   furprized  that  a 
hall  of  this  magnificence  (hould  be 
left  thus  imperfcft  !' — '  Sir,'  replied 
he  grand  vizier,  '  without  doubt  A- 
laddin  has  only  wanted  time  to  finifh 
this  window  as  well  as  the  reft  ;  for 
it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  he  wants 
jewels  for  it,  but  that  he  will  fet  about 
it  the  fuft  opportunity.' 

Aladdin, 
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Aladdin,  who  had  'eft  the  fultan  at 
the  time  of  tivt-  difcou-lV.  to  go  and 
givefome  neceflary  orders,  returned  juft 
as  me  vizier  had  given  ths  i'ultan  his 
fuppofed  i e:\fons.  «  Son,'  fold  the  (ul- 
tan  ••  >  him,  '  this  h  ill  is  the  mo  ft  wor- 

<  thy  of  admiration  of  any  hall  in  the 
«  world  !  There  is  only  one  thing  that 
«  fut  prizes  me  ;    which  is     to  find  one 
'  of  the  windows  u;  fin i 'iu-d  :   it  is  cer- 

<  tainly  the  forgetfulneis  or  negligence 
«  of  the  workmen,  that  they  have  not 
«  put  the  finifh'Og  ftroke  to  fo  beauti 

'  ful  a  piece  of  architecture.'— «  Sir,* 
anfwered  Aladdin,  '  neiiher  of  thefe 
«  are  the  realbns  why  your  majefty  fees 
«  it  in  this  condition.  The  thing  was 
«  done  with  a  defign;  and  it  was  by  my 
'  orders  that  the  workmen  left  it  thus, 
«  fince  I  had  a  mind  that  your  majefty 

<  fhould  have  the  glory  of  finishing  this 
«  hall,  and  the  palace  alfo ;  and  I  beg 
'  of  you  to  approve  of  my  good  mten- 
'  tiou,  that  I  may  remember  the  fa- 
«  vours  I  have  received  from  y<>u.'— 
'  If  you  did  it  with  this  intention,'  re- 
plied the  fultan,  '  I  take  u  kindly,  and 
'  will  give  orders  about  it  immediate - 
'  ly.'  And  accordingly  fent  to  the  moft 
topping  jewellers  and  goldfmiths  in  his 
capital. 

Afterwards  the  fultan  went  out  of 
this  hall,  and  Aladdin  led  him  into  that 
where  he  had  reeled  the  Pnncefs  Bid- 
roulboudour  on  his  we  ding- day.  The 
princefs  came  immediately  afterwarls, 
and  received  the  fultan  her  father  with 
an  air  that  fhewed  how  much  (he  was 
fatisfied  witVi  her  marriage.  Two  tables 
were  immediately  fpread  with  the  moft 
delicious  meats,  ferved  up  in  golden 
difhes.  T  ie  fultan,  princefs,  Aladdin, 
and  the  grand  vizier,  fat  down  at  the 
firft;  ami  all  the  lords  of  the  court  at 
the  fecoml,  which  was  very  bng.  The 
fultan  was  very  much  pleafed  with  the 
meats,  an.l  owned  they  were  very  ex- 
cellent, as  well  as  the  wines  delicious. 
But  what  he  moft  of  all  admired  was 
four  beuufets,  profufely  furnifhed  with 
large  flag  -ns,  bafons,  and  tumblers,  all 
of  maflfy  gold,  befet  with  jewels.  Be- 
fides,  he  was  charmed  with  feveral 
bands  of  mufick,  which  were  ranged 
alom;  (he  hall,  and  formed  moft  agree* 
able  concerts. 

When  the  fultan  rofe  from  table,  he 
was  informed  that  the  jewellers  and 
gold'miths  he  had  fent  for  attended  ; 
upon,  which  he  returned  to  the  ha!!,  and 


fhewed  them  the  window  which  was 
unfurnifhed.  '  Ifmt  for  you,'  (aid  he, 
'  to  fit  up  this  window  in  as  great  per- 

*  feclion  as  any  of  the  reft;    eximine 
'  them  well,  and  make  all  the  difpatch 
'  you  can.' 

The  jewellers  and  goldfmiths   ex- 
amined the  other  three  ~nd  twenty  win- 
dows with   grear    .mention  j    and  after 
they   had  confulte-1  together  to  know 
what  each  could  furnifh,  they  returned, 
and  prefented  themfelves  before  the  ful- 
tan,   -vhofe   principal  jeweller,  under- 
taking to  fpeak  for  the  reft,  faid — '  Sir, 
we  are  all  willing  to  ufe  our  utmofi: 
care  and  induftry  to  obey  your  ma- 
jetty;  but,  among  us  all,  we  cannot 
furnifh  jewels  enough  for  fo  great  a 
work.'  —  '  But  then  I  can,'  faid  the 
fultan  j  *  come  to  my  pslace,  and  you 

*  Yhall  cliufe  what  are  fitting/ 

When  tne  fultan  returned  to  his  pa- 
lace, he  ordered  his  jewels  to  be  fetched 
out,  and  the  jewellers  took  a  great 
quantity,  particularly  thofe  which  A- 
laddin  had  made  him  a  prefentof;  which 
they  foon  ufed,  without  making  any 
great  advance  or  (hew  in  th'  ir  work, 
and  went  again  feveral  times  for  more; 
and  in  a  month's  time  had  not  finifhed 
half  their  work.  In  fhort,  they  ufed 
all  the  jewels  the  fultan  had  of  his  own, 
and  borrowed  of  the  vizier;  and  yet  the 
work  was  not  half  done, 

Aladdin,  at  the  fame  time,  knew  that 
all  the  fultan's  endeavours  to  m  'ke  this 
window  like  the  reft  were  in  vain;  and 
therefore,  one  day,  went  into  the  hall 
to  the  jewellers  and  goldfmiths,  and 
not  only  bid  them  defift  from  their 
work,  but  ordered  them  to  undo  what 
they  had  begun,  and  to  carry  the  fultan 
all  his  jewels  back  again;  and  accord- 
ingly they  undid  in  a  few  hours  what 
they  had  been  fix  weeks  about,  and  thea 
retired. 

When  they  were  all  gone,  and  Alad- 
din was  left  alone,  he  took  his  lamp, 
and  rubbed  if,  and  prefcntly  the  Ge- 
nius appeared.    «  Genius,'  faid  Alad- 
din, '  I  ordered  thee  to  leave  one  of  the 
four  and  twenty  windows  of  this  halt 
imperf  ft  and   unfinifhed,  and  thou, 
didlt  extcu'c  my  commands  punc- 
tually ;  but  now  I  would  have  the* 
make  it  like  the  reft,'     The  Genius 
immediately  difippeared,  and  Aladdin. 
wentoutof  the  hall ;  but  returning  foon 
after  into  it,  he  found  that  window,  as 
he  wilhed  it  to  be,  like  the  others. 

In 
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In  the  mean  time,  the  jewellers  and 
goldfmiths  got  to  the  palace,  and  were 
introduced  into  the  fultan's  prefence; 
where  the  firft  jeweller,  preferring  the 
jewels   which   he  had  brought  back, 
faid,  in  the  name  of  all  the  reft — ;  Sir, 
your  majefty  knows  how  long   we 
have  been  upon  the  work  you  was 
pleafed  to  fet  us  about,  in  which  we 
ufed  all  imaginable  induftry  ;   it  was 
pretty  far  advanced,  when  Aladdin 
obliged  us  not  only  to   leave  it  off, 
but  to  undo  what  we  had  rl'ieady  be- 
gun,  and   bring   your   majefty  your 
jewels  back.'  The  fultan  aflccd  them 
if  Aladdin  gave  them  any  reaion  for  fo 
doing,   .\nd  they  anfwering  that  he  had 
given  them  none,  he  ordered  a  horfe  to 
be  brought  to  him  prefentSy;  which  he 
mounted,  and  rode  to  Aladdin's  palace, 
with    fome  few  attendants  on  foot  by 
his   fide.      When   he  came   there,    he 
alighted  at  the  (lair  cafe  which  led  up 
to  the  hall,  and  went  directly  up  to  it ; 
but  it  happened  that,  at  that  very  junc- 
ture, Ahcidin  was  opportunely  there, 
and  had  jult  time  to  receive  him  at  the 
door. 

The  fultan,  without  giving  Aladdin 
time  td  complain  obligingly  of  his  not 
giving  him  notice;  that  he  might  have 
acquitted  himfelf  with  the  more  duty 
andrefpedV,  faid  to  him — '  Son,  I  come 

*  myfelf  to  know  the  reafon  why  you 
'  would  leave  fo  noble  and  magnificent 

*  a  hall  as  this  is  imperfect  and  un- 
«  finifhed.* 

Aladdin  difguifed  the  true  reafon  ; 
which  was,  that  the  fultan  was  not  rich 
enough  in  jewels  to  be  at  fo  great  an 
expence;  but  faid — *  Indeed  your  ma- 

*  jefty  faw  this  hall  unfinished;  but  I 

*  beg  of  you  now  to  ice  if  any  thing  is 
«  wanting.' 

The  fultan  went  directly  to  the  win- 
dow  which  was   left  imperfeft;    and 
when  he  found  it  like  the  reft,  he  fancied 
that  he  was  miftaken,   and  examined 
the  two  windows  on  each  fide,  and  af- 
terwards all  the  four  and  twenty;  and 
when  he  was  convinced  that  the  win- 
dow, which  ftveral  workmen  had  been 
fo  long  about,  was  finifhed-in  fo  fhort 
a  time,  heembraced  Aladdin,  and  kifled 
him  between  his  eyes,  faying  to  him — 
Certainly  you  are  the  moft  furprizing 
of  all  men,  to  do  things  thus  in  the 
twinkling  of  an  eye !  There  is  not 
thy  fellow  in  the  world  :  the  more  I 
know  you,  the  more  I  admire  you.' 


Aladdin  received  thefe  praifes  of  the 
fultan  with  a  great  deal  of  modefty; 
and  replied  in  thefe  words  :  '  Sir,  it  is 

*  a  great  honour  to  me  to  deferve  your 

*  majcfty's  good-will  and  approbation; 
'  and  I  afluie  you  that  I  (hall  ftudy  to 
'  deferve  them  more.' 

The  fultan  returned  to  his  palace, 
but  would  not  let  Aladdin  go  back 
with  him.  When  he  came  there,  he 
found  his  grand  vizier  waiting  for  him; 
to  whom  lie  related  the  wonder  he  had 
been  a  witnefs  of  with  the  utmoft  ad- 
miration, and  in  fuch  terms  as  left  that 
minifter  no  room  to  doubt  but  that  the 
faft  was  as  the  fultan  related  it;  though 
he  was  the  more  confirmed  in  his  be- 
lief that  Aladdin's  palace  was  theeffecl: 
of  enchantment,  as  he  told  the  fultan 
the  firft  moment  he  faw  th:it  palace; 
and  was  going  to  repeat  the  fn  -.ie  thing 
again,  but  the  fultan  interrupted  him, 
and  faid — '  You  told  me  fo  once  be- 
'  fore.  I  fee,  vizier,  that  you  have  not 

*  forgot   your   fon's   marriage  to    my 

*  daughter.'   The  grand  vizier  plainly 
faw    how   much   the  fultan  was   pre- 
poffefTed ;  and  therefore,  to  avoid  any 
difpute,  let  him  remain  in  his  own  opi- 
nion. The  fultan,  as  certain  as  he  rofe 
in  a  morning,  went  into  the  clofet  to 
look  at  Aladdin's  palace  j  and  would 
go  often  in  a  day  to  contemplate  and 
admire  it. 

All  this  time,  Aladdin  did  not  con- 
fine himfelf  in  his  palace,  but  took  care 
to  (hew  himfelf  once  or  twice  a  week 
in  the  town,  by  going  fometimes  to  one 
mofque,  and  fometimes  to  another,  to 
prayers  ;  or  going  to  pay  the  grand  vi- 
zier a  vifit,  who  affected  to  make  great 
court  to  him  on  certain  days,  on  which 
he  did  the  principal  lords  of  the  court 
the  honour  to  regale  them  at  his  palace. 
Every  time  he  ftirred  out,  he  caufed  two 
(laves,  who  walked  by  his  fides,  to 
throw  handfuls  of  money  among  the 
people  as  he  pafled  through  the  ftreets, 
which  were  generally  at  that  time  very 
much  crouded.  Befides,  no  one  came 
to  his  palace-gates  to  beg  alms  but  were 
fenlible  of  his  liberality. 

Not  a  week  pafled  but  Aladdin  went 
either  once  or  twice  a  hunting,  fome- 
times near  the  town,  and  fometimes 
farther  ofF;  at  which  time  the  villages 
through  which  he  pafled  felt  the  effects 
of  his  generofity;  which  gained  him  fo 
much  the  love  and  blefling  of  the  peo- 
ple, that  it  was  common  for  them  to 
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fwe;ir  by  his  head.  In  fhort,  without 
riving  the  fultan,  to  whom  he  paid  all 
imaginable  refpecl,  the  leaft  umbrage, 
it  might  be  faid  that  Aladdin,  by  his 
affable  behaviour  and  liberality,  had 
got  the  affections  of  the  people,  and 
was  more  beloved  than  the  fultan  him- 
felf.  With  all  thefe  good  qualities  he 
(hewed  a  great  courage,  and  a  com- 
mendable zeal  for  the  publick  good:  of 
both  which  he  gave  fufficient  proofs  in 
a  revolt  on  the  borders  of  that  king- 
dom ;  /or  he  no  fooner  underftood  that 
the  fultan  was  levying  an  army  to  dif- 
perfe  the  rebels,  than  he  begged  the 
command  of  it,  which  he  found  no  dif- 
ficulty to  obtain.  As  foon  as  he  got 
to  the  army,  he  marched  the  troops 
againit  the  rebels}  and  was  fo  quick 
in  that  expedition,  that  the  fultan  heard 
of  the  rebels  defeat  before  he  had  re- 
ceived an  account  of  his  arrival  in  the 
army.  And  though  this  aftion  ren- 
dered his  name  famous  throughout  the 
kingdom,  it  never  puffed  up  his  heart 
with  priile  and  vanity;  but  he  was  as 
affable  after  returning  victor  as  be- 
fore. 

Aladdin  had  lived  and  behaved  him- 
felf  after  this  manner  feveral  years; 
when  the  African  magician,  who  un- 
deilgnedly  had  been  the  inftrument  of 
railing  him  to  fo  high  a  pitch  of  for- 
tune, bethought  himfelf  of  him  in 
Africa,  whither,  after  his  expedition, 
he  returned.  And  though  he  was  al- 
moft  petfuaded  that  Aladdin  died  mife- 
rably  in  the  fubterraneous  abode  where 
}ie  left  him,  yet  he  had  the  cunoiity  to 
know  his  end  certainly;  and,  as  he  was 
a  great  necromancer,  he  took  out  of  a 
cupboard  a  fquare  box,  which  he  made 
ule  of  in  his  necromantickubleivations; 
then  fat  himfelf  down  on  his  fofa,  and 
let  it  before  him.  After  he  had  pre- 
pared and  levelled  the  fand  which  was 
in  it,  with  an  intention  to  difcover  whe- 
ther or  not  Aladdin  died  in  the  fubter- 
raneous abode,  he  caft  figures,  and 
formed  a  horofcope;  by  which,  when 
he  came  to  examine  it,  he  found  that 
Aladdin  had  efcaped  out  of  the  cave, 
lived  fplendidly,  was  rich,  h^d  married 
a  princefs,  and  was  very  much  honour- 
ed and  refy>e£led. 

The  magician  no  fooner  understood, 
by  the  rules  of  his  diabolical  art,  that 
Aladdin  had  arrived  to  that  height  of 
good  fortune,  than  a  colour  came  into 
Eis  face,  ind  he  cried  out  in  a  rage— 


This  poor  forry  taylor's  fon  has  dif- 
covered  the  fecret  and  >virtue  of  the 
lamp  !   I  believed  his  death  to  be  cer- 
tain ;  but  find  too  plainly  that  he  en- 
joys the  fruit  of  my  labour  and  ftudy!/ 
But  I  will  prevent   his    enjoying  it 
long,  or  perifh  in  the  attempt.'     He 
was  not  a  great  while  deliberating  on 
what  he  fliould  do  ;  but  the  next  morn- 
ing fet  forward,  and  never  flopped,  only 
jult  to  refrefh  himfelf,  till  he  arrived  at 
the  capital  of  China,  and  took  a  lodg- 
ing in  a  khan,  and  ftaid   there  the  re- 
mainder of  the  day  and  the  night,  to  re- 
frefh  himfelf  after  fo  long  a  joui  ney. 

The  next  day,  the  fir  ft  thing  the  ma- 
gician did  was  to  enquire  what  people 
laid  of  Aladdin  ;  and  taking  a  walk  for 
that  purpofe  through  the  town,  he  went 
to  the  molt  publick  and  frequented 
places,  where  people  of  the  beit  Jiilinc- 
tion  met  to  drink  a  certain  warm  li- 
quor, which  he  had  drank  often  when 
he  was  there  before.  As  loon  as  he  fiit 
down,  he  was  prefented  with  a  glafs, 
which  he  took;  but  lirtened,  at  the  fame 
time,  to  the  difcourle  of  the  company, 
who  were  talking  of  Al.uKiin's  palace. 
When  he  had  drank  off  his  giafs,  he 
joined  them  ;  and  taking  this  oppor- 
tunity,'aiked  them  particularly  what 
pujce  ir  was  that  they  fpoke  fo  aJvati- 
tageoufly  of.  *  From  whence  come 

*  you  ?'    faid   the  perfoii  to   whom   he 
addreffed  himfcif.   *  Vou  muil  certainly 
'  be  a   itranger,    not  to   have   ften  or 

*  hearo!  talk  of  Prince  Aladdin's   pa- 

*  lace!'  (for  he  was  called  fo  after  his 
marriage  with  the  Princeis    Badroul- 
boudour.)    '  I  do  not  fay,'  continued 
the   gentleman,   '  that  it  is  one  of  the 
'   wonders  of  the  world,  hut  the  only 
'   wonder  in  the  world  ;  fince  ,there  is 
'   nothing  fo  grand,  rich,  and  magniri- 

*  cent.    Certainly  you  n.uli  Dave  come 
'   a  great  way  off,    not  to  have  hear.i  of 

*  it;    for  it  is   the   greatclt    tubjcit  of 
4   convocation  in  this  part  of  ti.u  world. 

*  Go  ami  lee,  and  then  judge  whether 

*  or  no  i  have  told  you  iho  truth.' — 
'   Forgive  my  ignorance,  Sir,'  replied 
the  African  magician  ;   '  1  arrived  her« 
«   but   yelterday,    and   came    from    the 
'   fart h« ft    part    of  Africa,    wiiere   the 
'   fame  of  this  palace   had  nut  reached 

*  when  I  came  away  :      for  the  affair 

*  which  brought   me  hi' her  was  fo  u.;. 

*  gent,  that  I  made  no  flay  in  ar.v  place 

*  to  be  informed  of  news,      But  I  will 

*  not  fail  to  gj  atui  fee  it  j  and  my  im- 
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'  patience  is  fo  great,  that  I  will  go 
•  immediately  and  fatisfy  my  curiofity, 
'  if  you  will  do  me  the  favour  to  (hew 
'  me  the  way  thither.' 

The  perfon  to  whom  the  African 
magician  addrefTed  hirnfelf,  feeming  to 
take  a  pleafure  in  mewing  him  the  way 
to  Aladdin's  palace,  got  up  and  went 
thither  inftantly.  When  he  came  to  the 
palace,  and  had  examined  it  on  all 
fides,  he  made  no  difpute  but  that  A- 
laddin  had  made  ufe  of  the  lamp  to 
build  it ;  and  knew  that  none  but  the 
Genii,  the  (laves  of  the  lamp,  the  at- 
taining of  which  he  had  miffed,  could 
have  performed  fuch  wonders ;  and, 
piqued  to  the  quick  at  Aladdin's  gran- 
deur, returned  to  the  khan  where  he 
lodged. 

The  next  thing  he  had  to  do  was,  to 
know  where  the  lamp  was,  if  Aladdin 
carried  it  about  with  him,  or  where  he 
kept  it ;  and  this  he  was  to  difcover  by 
his  art  of  necromancy.  As  foon  as  he 
entered  his  lodging,  he  took  hisfquare 
box  of  fand,  which  he  always  carried 
along  with  him  when  he  travelled  ;  and, 
after  he  had  performed  fome  operations, 
he  knew  that  the  lamp  was  in  Aladdin's 
palace,  and  conceived  an  inexpreffible 
joy  at  the  difcovery.  '  Well,'  faid  he, 
«  I  (hall  have  the  lamp;  and  I  defy  A- 

•  laddin's  preventing  it,  and  his  falling 

•  to  his  original  meannefs,  from  which 

•  he  has  taken  fo  high  a  flight/ 

It  was  Aladdin's  misfortune  at  that 
time  to  be  gone  a  hunting  for  eight 
days,  which  the  magician  came  to  know 
by  this  means.  After  he  had  performed 
this  operation,  which  gave  him  fo  much 
joy,  he  went  to  the  mailer  of  the  khan, 
entered  into  a  difcourfe  with  him  on  in- 
different matters,  and,  among  the  reft, 
told  him  that  he  had  been  to  fee  Alad- 
din's palace ;  and,  after  exaggerating 
on  what  was  the  moft  furprizing,  and 
moft  admired  by  the  world,  he  added — 
But  my  curiofity  leads  me  farther, 
and  I  (hall  not  be  eafy  till  I  have  fcen 
the  perfon  to  whom  this  wonderful 
edifice  belongs.' — «  That  will  be  no 
difficult  matter,'  replied  the  mafter 
of  the  khan  ;  *  there  is  not  a  day  paffes 
but  he  will  give  you  the  opportunity  : 
but  now  he  is  not  at  home  ;  he  has 
been  gone  thefe  three  days  on  a  hunt- 
ing-match, which  will  laft  eight.' 
The  magician  wanted  to  know  no 
more  •.  he  took  his  leave  of  the  mafter 
efihe  khanj  and  returning  to  his  own 


chamber,  faid  to  himfelf — '  This  is  an 
*  opportunity  I  ought  by  no  means  to 
'  let  flipj  but  will  make  the  beft  uie 
'  of  it.'  To  that  end,  he  went  to  a 
maker  and  feller  of  lamps,,  and  afked 
for  a  dozen  of  copper  lamps.  The  ma- 
fter of  the  (hop  told  him  he  had  not  fo 
many  by  him ;  but,  if  he  would  have 
patience  till  the  next  day,  he  would  get 
him  fo  many  againft  what  time  he  had 
a  mind  to  have  them.  The  magician 
appointed  his  time,  and  bid  him  take 
care  that  they  (hould  be  handfome  and 
well  polimed. 

The  next  day,  the  magician  went  for 
the  twelve  lamps,  paid  the  man  his  full 
price  for  them,  put  them  into  a  baflcet 
which  he  brought  on  purpofe  with  him, 
hung  the  bafket  on  his  arm,  and  went 
directly  with  it  to  Aladdin's  palace  j 
and  when  he  came  near  it,  he  cried— 
'  Who  will  exchange  old  lamps  for  new 

*  ones  ?'  But  as  he  went  along,  he  ga- 
thered a  crowd  of  children  and  appren- 
tice-boys about  him  j  who  thought  him, 
as  indeed  a  great  many  pafling  by  did, 
mad,  or  a  fool,  to  change  new  lamps 
for  old  ones,  and  therefore  hallooed  at 
him. 

The  African  magician  never  minded 
all  their  feoffs  and  hallooings,or  all  they 
could  fay  to  him;  but  ftill  cried — 'Who 

*  will  change  old  lamps  for,new  ones  ?' 
Which  he  repeated  fo  often  about  the 
PrincefsBadroulboudour's  palace,  that 
that  princefs,  who  was  then  in  the  hall 
with  the    four  and  twenty  windows, 
hearing  a  man  cry  fomething,  and  not 
being  able  to  diitingnifli  his  words,  by 
reafon  of  the  hallooing  of  the  mob  about 
him,fentoneof  her  women-flaves  down 
to  know  what  he  cried. 

The  (lave  was*  not  long  before  (he  re- 
turned, and  ran  into  the  hall,  laughing 
fo  heartily,  that  the  princefs  could  not 
forbear  herfelf.  «  Well,  giggler,'  faid 
the  princefs,  '  will  you  tell  me  what 

*  you  laugh  at?' —  *  Alas,  Madam  !' 
anfwered  the  (lave,  ftill  laughing, «  who 

*  can   forbear  laughing,   to  fee  a  fool 
'  with  a  bafket  on  his  arm  full  of  fine 
'  new  lamps,  aflc  to  change  them  for 

*  old  ones,  which  makes  the  children. 
«  and  mob  make  fuch  a  nolle  about 
«   him  ?' 

Another  woman-flave  hearing  this, 
faid  — <  Now  you  fpeak  of  lamps,  I 
'  know  not  whether  the  princefs  may 
'  have  obferved  it,  but  there  is  an  old 

*  one  upon  the  cornifh  j  and,  whoever 

«  owns 
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owns  it,  he  will  not  be  forry  to  find 
a  new  one  in  it's  (lead.  If  the  princefs 
has  a  mind,  (he  may  have  the  pleafure 
to  try  if  this  fool  is  fo  filly  as  to  give 
a  new  lamp  for  an  old  one,  without 
having  any  thing  for  the  exchange.' 
Now  the  lamp  this  flave  mentioned 
happened  to  be  Aladdin's  wonderful 
lamp,  which  he,  for  fear  of  lofing,  had 
laid  upon  the  cornifh  before  he  went  a 
hunting}  which  precaution  he  had  made 
ufe  of  feveral  times  before  :  but  neither 
the  princefs,  their  flaves,  or  eunuchs, 
had  ever  taken  notice  of  it.  At  all  other 
times  but  hunting,  he  carried  it  about 
him;  and  then  indeed  he  might  have 
locked  it  up :  but  other  people  have  been 
guilty  of  as  great  overfights. 

The  Princefs  Badroulboudour,  who 
knew  not  the  value  of  this  lamp,  and 
the  intereft  that  Aladdin,  not  to  men- 
tion her  own,  had  to  keep  it,  entered 
foon  into  the  pleafure,  and  bid  an  eu- 
nuch take  it,  and  go  and  make  the  ex- 
change. The  eunuch  obeyed,  went  out 
of  the  hall,  and  no  fooner  got  to  the 
palace -gates  than  he  faw  the  African 
magician,  called  to  him,  and  (hewing 
him  the  old  lamp,  faid  to  him — '  Give 
*  me  a  new  lamp  for  this.' 

The  magician  never  difputed  but 
that  was  the  lamp  he  wanted,  fince  he 
had  been  informed  that  there  were  no 
fuch  utenfils  in  the  palace  but  what 
were  either  gold  or  diver.  He  fnatched 
it  inftantly;  and,  thrufting  it  as  far  as 
he  could  into  his  breaft,  offered  him  his 
bafket,  and  bid  him  chufe  which  he 
liked  bed.  The  eunuch  picked  out  one, 
and  carried  it  to  the  Princefs  Badroul- 
boudour: but  the  exchange  was  no 
iooner  made  than  there  was  fuch  a 
halloo,  that  the  palace  rung  again ; 
fuch  a  ridicule  the  children  made  of 
him. 

The  African  magician  gave  every 
body  leave  to  laugh  as  much  as  they 
pleated  ;  but  ttaid  not  long  about  Alad- 
din's palace,  making  the  beft  of  his 
way,  withoutcryingany  longer— *  New 
'  lamps  for  old  ones ;'  and  by  his 
fUence  quickly  got  rid  pf  the  children 
and  mob. 

As  foon  as  he  got  out  of  the  fpace  be- 
tween the  two  palaces,  he  ikulked  down 
thofe  ftreets  which  were  the  lead  fre- 
quented ;  and  having  no  more  occafion 
for  his  lamps  or  baflcet,  he  fet  them 
down  in  the  midft  of  the  ftreet,  when 
nobody  faw  him  j  then  fcouring  down 


another  ftreet  or  two,  he  walked  till  he 
came  to  one  of  the  city-gatesj  and  then 
purfuing  his  way  through  the  fuburbs, 
where  he  bought  fome  provifions,  he 
got  into  the  fields,  and  turned  into  a 
road  which  led  to  a  lonely  remote  place, 
where  he  (lopped  for  a  time  to  execute 
what  he  came  about,never  regretting  his 
horfe,  which  he  left  at  the  khan. 

In  this  place  the  African  magician 
pafted  the  remainder  of  the  day,  till  it 
was  dark  night;  when  he  pulled  the 
lamp  out  of  his  breaft,  and  rubbed  it. 
Upon  that  fummops  the  Genius  ap- 
peared, and  faid— '  What  wouldft  thou 
have  ?  I  am  ready  to  obey  thee  as  thy 
(lave,  and  the  flave  of  all  thofe  who 
have  the  lamp  in  their  hands;  both  I 
and  the  other  flaves  of  the  lamp.'— . 
I  command  thee,'  replied  the  magi- 
ian,  '  to  tranfport  me  immediately, 
and  the  palace  which  thou  and  the 
other  (laves  of  the  lamp  have  built  in 
this  town,  fuch  as  it  is,  and  with  all 
the  people  in  it,  to  a  certain  place  in 
Africa.'  The  Genius  made  no  re- 
ply; but,  with  the  afllftance  of  the  other 
Genii  the  flaves  of  the  lamp,  tran- 
fported  him  and  the  palace  entire  im- 
mediately to  the  place  he  appointed  in. 
Africa;  where  we  will  leave  the  ma- 
gician, palace,  and  the  Princefs  Bad- 
roulboodour,  to  fpeak  of  the  furprize 
of  the  fultan. 

As  foon  as  the  fultan  rofc  next  morn- 
ing, according  to  cuftom,  he  went  into 
his  clofet,  to  have  the  pleafure  of  con- 
templating  and    admiring    Aladdin's 
palace :  but  when  he  firft  looked  that 
way,  and  faw  an  empty  fpace  in  (lead  of 
a  palace,  he  thought  at  firft  that  he  was 
miftaken,  and  tubbed  his  eyes;    but 
when  he  looked  again,  and  faw  nothing 
of  a  palace  any  more  the  fecond  time 
than  the  firft,  his  amazement  was  fo 
great,  that  he  flood  for  fome  time  muf- 
ing  with  himfelf,  and  reflecting  how  fo 
large  a  palace  as  Aladdin's,  which  he 
faw  plainly  every  day,  and  the  night 
before,   (hould  vanifh  fo  (con,  and  not 
leave  the  lead  remains  behind.     «  Cer- 
tainly,' faid  he  to  himfelf,  *  lam  not 
miftaken!    It  ftood  there:   if  it  had 
tumbled  down,  the  materials  would 
have  lain  in  heaps  ;  and  if  fwallowed 
up   in   an   earthquake,  there  would 
be  fome  mark  left ! '  However,  though 
he  was  convinced  that  no  palace  ftood 
there,  he  could  not  help  (laying  in  the 
glofet  fome  time,  to  fee  whether  or  no 
3  U  ?  he 


522       ARABIAN   NIGHTS   ENTERTAINMENTS. 


he  might  not  be  miftaken.  At  laft  he 
retired  to  his  apartment,  nor  without 
looking  behind  him,  and  ordered  the 
grand  vizier  to  be  fetched  in  all  hafte, 
and  in  the  mean  time  fat  down,  but  agi- 
tated by  fo.  many  different  thoughts, 
that  he  knew  not  what  to  refolve  on. 

The  grand  vizier  did  not  make  the 
fultan  wait  long  for  him,  but  came  in 
with  fo  touch  precipitation,  that  neither 
he  nor  his  attendants,  as  theypafled  by, 
miffed  Aladdin's  palace;  neither  did 
the  porters,  when  they  opened  the  pa- 
lace-gates, obferve  any  alteration. 

When  he  came  into  the  fultan's  pre- 
fence,  he  faid  to  him — *  Sir,  the  hurry 

*  vour  rnajefty  fent   for  me   in   makes 

*  me   believe  fomething  extraordinary 
'  has  happened,  fince  you  know  this  is 
«  council-day,  and  I  mould  not  fail  at- 
«  tending  you  there  very  foon.'— '  In- 

•  deed,'  faid  the  fultan,  *  it  is  fomething 
'  very  extraordinary,  as  you  fay;  and 
«  you  will  allow  it  to  be  fo.     Tell  me 
«  what  is  become  of  Aladdin's  palace?' 
. — «  Aladdin's  palace!' replied  the  grand 
vizier,  in  a  great  amazement;  '  I  think, 

•  as  I  paffed  by  it,  it  (rood  in  it's  ufual 
«  place:  fuch  vaft  buildings  are  not  ea- 
'   fily  removed/i — '  Go  into  my  clofet,' 
faid  the  fultan,  '  and  tell  me  if  you  can 
«  fee  it.' 

The  grand  vizier  went  into  the  clo- 
f»it,  wheie  he  was  ftruck  with  no  lels 
amazement  than  the  fultan  had  been. 
When  he  was  well  affured  that  there 
was  not  the  leaft  appearance,  he  re- 
turned to  the  fultan.  '  Well,  vizier,' 
Jaid  he,,  '  have  you  feen  Aladdin's  pa- 
lace ?'— *  Sir,'  anfwered  the  vizier, 
your  majetty  may  remember,  that  I 
had  the  honour  to  tell  you,  that  that 
palace,  which  was  the  fubjecl:  of 
your  admiration,  with  all  it's  im- 
-menfe  riches,  was  only  the  work  of 
magick,  and  a  magician:  but  your 
majtfty  then  would  not  give  the  leaft 
attention  to  what  I  faid.-' 
The  fultan,  who  could  not  difown 
what  the  grand  vizier  had  reprefented  to 
him,  for  that  rea  fen  flew  into  the  greater 
]>affion.  '  Wheie  is  that  impoftor,  that 
wicked  wretch,'  faid  he,  '  that  I  may 
have  h;s  head  cut  ofFimmediately?' — 
Sir,'  replied  the  grand  vizier,  «  it  is 
Ibrr.e  clays  fmce  he  came  to  take  his 
leave  of  your  majtfty:  he  ought  to  be 
fent  U,  to  know  what  is  become  of 
liis  palace,  litice  he  cannot  be  igno- 
rant of  what  has  been  tranfafted.' — 


'  That  is  too  great  an  indulgence,'  re- 
plied  the  fultan  :  '  go  and  order  a  de- 
«  tachment  of  thirty  horfeto  bring  him 
«  loaded  with  chains.'  The  grand  vizier 
went  and  gave  orders  for  a  detach- 
ment of  thirty  horfe,  and  inftrucled  the 
officer  who  commanded  them  how  he 
might  take  Aladdin.  The  detachment 
purfued  their  orders;  and,  about  fix 
leagues  from  the  town,  met  him  re- 
turning from  hunting.  The  officer 
went  up  to  him,  and  told  him  that  the 
fultan  was  fo  impatient  to  fee  him,  that 
he  had  fent  them  to  accompany  him 
home. 

Aladdin  had  not  the  leaft  fufpicion 
of  the  true  reafon  of  their  meeting  him, 
but  purfued  his  way;  but  when  hecame 
within  half  a  league  of  the  city,  the 
detachment  furrounded  him,  and  the 
officer  addrefled  himfelf,  and  faid  to 
him — '  Prince  Aladdin,  it  is  with  great 

*  regret  that  I  declare  toyou  the  fultan's 
'  order"  to  arreft  you,  and  to  carry  you 
'  before  him  as  a  criminal.  I  beg  of  you 
'  not  to  take  it  ill  that  I  acquit  myfelf 
'  of  my  duty,  and  to  forgive  me.' 

Aladdin,  who  thought  himfelf  inno- 
cent, was  very  much  furprized  at  this 
declaration,  and  afked  the  officer  if  he 
knew  what  crime  he  was  accufed  of, 
who  replied  he  did  not.  Then  Aladdin, 
finding  that  his  retinue  was  much  infe- 
rior to  this  detachment,  alighted  off  his 
horfe,  and  faid  to  the  officer — '  Execute 
'  your  orders;  though  I  do  not  know 

*  any  crime  I  have  committed   againft 
'  the  fultan's  perfon  or  government.* 
A  large  Jong  chain  was   immediately 
put  about  his  neck,  and  faftened  round 
his  body,  fo  that  both  his  arms  were 
pinioned    down;   then   the   officer  put 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  detachment; 
and  one  of  the  troopers,   taking   hold 
of  the  end  of  the  chain,  obliged  Alad- 
din to  follow  him  a- foot  into  the  town. 

When  this  detachment  entered  the 
ftiburbs,  the  people,  who  faw  Aladdin 
thus  led  as  a  criminal,  never  difputed 
but  that  his  head  was  to  be  cut  off;  and, 
as  he  was  generally  beloved,  fonie  took 
fabres  and  other  arms;  and  thole  who 
had  none,gathered  (tones,  and  followed 
the  detachment.  The  Jaft  five  of  the 
detachment  faced  about  to  difperfe 
them;  but  their  numbers  prefently  en- 
creafed  fo  much,  that  the  'detachment 
began  to  think  that  it  would  be  well  if 
they  could  get  into  the  fultan's  palace 
before  Aladdin  was  refcued  $  to  prevent 
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which,  as  the  ftreets  were  large,  they 
extended  themfelves  as  far  as  podlble. 
In  this  manner  they  arrived  at  the  pa- 
lace, and  there  drew  up  in  a  line,  and 
faced  about  till  their  officer  and  troop- 
ers who  led  Aladdin  had  got  within  the 
gates. 

Aladdin  wa?  carried  before  the  ful- 
tan,  who  waited  for  him,  attended  by 
the  grand  vizier,  in  a  balcony;  and  as 
foon  a?  he  fa  w,  him,  he  ordered  the  exe- 
cutioner, who  waited  there  on  purpofe, 
to  cut  off  his  head, without  hearing  him, 
or  giving  him  leave  to  clear  himfelf. 

As  Toon  as  the  executioner  had  taken 
off  the  chain  that  was  fattened  about 
Aladdin's  neck  and  body,  and  laid 
down  a  (kin  ftained  with  the  blood  of 
the  many  criminals  he  had  executed,  he 
made  Aladdin  kneel  down,  and  tied  a 
bandage  over  his  eyes;  then  drawing 
his  fabie,  he  flourished  it  three  or  four 
times  in  the  air,  waiting  for  the  fnltan's 
giving  the  fignal  to  feparate  his  head 
from  his  body. 

At  that  inftant  the  grand  vizier  per- 
ceiving that  the  populace  had  forced 
the  guard  of  horie,  and  crouded  the 
great  fqu are  beforethe  palace,  and  were 
icaling  the  wall  in-feveral  places,;  he  laid 
to  the  faltan,  before  he  gave  the  fisnal 
— '•  I  beg  of  your  majeftv  to  confider 
'  whatyou  are  gojngtodojfmce  you  will 
'  hazard  your  palace  being  forced;  and 
'  who  knows  what  fatal  confequence 
*  may  attend  it  ?' — 'My  palace  forced!' 
replied  the  fultan;  «  wno  can  have  that 
'  boldnefs?' — '  Sir,'anfwered  the  grand 
vizier,  '  if  your  majefty  cafts  but  your 
'  eyes  towards  the  great  fquare,  and  on 
'  the  palace-walls,  you  will  know  what 
'  I  mean.' 

The  fultan  was  fo  frightened  when 
he  faw  fo  great  a  mob,  and  perceived 
how  enraged  they  were,  that  he  or- 
dered the  executioner  to  put  up  his  fa- 
bre immediately  in  the  fcabbard,  and  to 
unbind  Aladdin  ;  and  at  the  lame  time 
bid  the  chaoux  declare  to  the  people 
that  the  fultan  had  pardoned  him. 

Then  all  thole  who  had  already  got 
upon  the  walls,  and  were  witnefles  of 
what  had  paffed,  abandoned  their  pofts 
and  got  down;  and,  overjoyed  that  they 
had  laved  the  life  of  a  man  whom  they 
Joved  dearly,  publiJhed  the  news  among 
the  reft,  which  was  prefently  confirmed 
by  the  chaoux,  which  foon  difarmed 
ihe  populace  of  their  ragej  the  tumult 


was  foon  abated,  and  the  mob  <Iif- 
perfed. 

When  Aladdin  found  himfelf  at  li- 
berty, he  turned  towards  the  balcony, 
and  perceiving  the  fultan,  railed  his 
voice,  and  laid  to  him  in  a  moving  rmn- 
ner — '  I  beg  of  your  majefty  to  add  one 
'  favour  more  to  that  which  I  have  al- 

*  ready  received  ;  which   is,  to  let  me 

*  know    my    crime.' — '   Thy    crime!' 
anfweredthe  fultan,  '  perfidious  wretch! 
'  Doft  thou   not   know  it?     Come  up 

*  hither,  and  I  will  (hew  itthee.' 
Aladdin  went  up  to  the  iultan;  who, 

after  he  had  paid  his  obedience,  faid  to 
him — '  Follow  me;'  and  then  led  hint 
into  hisclofet.  When  he  came  to  the 
door,  he  faid  to  him — '  Thou  oughfefi 

*  to  know  whereabout  thy  palace  itood ; 
'  look,  and  tell  me  what  is  become  of 
'  it.' 

Aladdin,  daring  about  him,  perceiv- 
ed very  well  the  fpot  of  ground  his  pa. 
lace  Itood  on  ;  but,  not  being  able  to 
divine  how  it  Ihould  difappesr,  he  was 
in  fu  great  a  confufion  and  amazement, 
that  he  could  not  return  one  word  of 
anfwer. 

The  fultan,  growing  impatient,  faid 
fo  him  again — •  Where  is  thy  palace? 
<  And  what  is  become  of  my  daughter?' 
Then  Aladdin,  breaking  filence,  faid 
to  him — '  Sir,  I  fee  very  well, and  own, 
'  that  the  palace  which  I  have  built  is 
'  not  in  the  fame  pi  ice  where  it  was, 
'  but  that  it  is  vanifhedj  neither  can  I 
'  tell  your  majerty  where  it  may  be,  but 
'  can  allure  you  1  have  no  hand  in  it.* 

'  I  am  not  fo  much  concerned  about 
'  thy  palace,'  anfwered  the  fultan;  «I 
'  value  my  daughter  a  thousand  times 
'  before  it,  and  would  have  thee  find 
'  her  out,  otherwife  I  will  caufe  thy 
«  head  to  be  ftruck  off,  and  no  confi- 
'  deration  (hall  prevent  it.* 

'  I  beg  of  your  majelty,'1  anfwered 
Aladdin,  *  to  grant  me  forty  days  to 

*  make  my  enquiries  in,  and  if  in  that 
'  time  I  have  not  the  fuc eel's  I  wjfh  for, 

*  I  will  come  again,  and  offer  my  head 
«  at  the  foot  of  your   throne,  and  you 
'   may  difpofe  of  it  at  your  pleafure.* 
— '  I  give  you  the  forty  days  you   a(k 
«  for,'  faid   the   fuhan:  *  but  do  rot 

*  think  to  ahufe  the  favour  I  (hew  you 
'  by  endeavouring  toefcape  myreftnt- 
'   ment;  for  I  (hall  find  ways  to  come  at 
'  you,  in  whatfoever  part  of  the  world 

*  you  go  to.' 

Aladdin 
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Aladdin  went  out  of  the  fultan's  pre- 
fencewith  great  humiliation,  and  feem- 
eti  worthy  of  pity.  He  eroded  the 
courts  of  the  palace,  hanging  down  his 
head;  and  was  in  fo  great  confufion, 
that  he  durft  not  lift  up  his  eyes.  The 
principal  officers  of  the  court,  who  had 
all  profeffed  themfelves  his  friends, 
and  whom  he  had  never  difobliged, 
turned  their  backs  on  him,  inftead  of 
going  up  to  him  to  comfort  him,  and 
offer  him  a  place  of  retreat;  which  if 
they  had  done>  he  was  fo  much  diftra6l- 
ed  in  his  thoughts,  that  he  would  not 
have  known  them,  fince  he  knew  not 
himfelf,  but  had  quite  loft  his  fenfes, 
as  it  appeared  by  his  afking  every  body 
be  met  if  they  had  feen  his  palace,  or 
could  tell  him  any  news  of  it. 

Thefe  queftions  made  every  body  be- 
lieve that  Aladdin  was  mad:  fome 
laughed  at  him  ;  but  people  of  fenfe. 
and  humanity,  particularly  thofe  he  had 
dealt  withal,  and  had  contracted  fome 
friendfhip  with,  really  pitied  him.  For 
three  days  he  rambled  about  the  town 
after  this  manner,  without  coming  to 
any  refolution,  or  eating  any  thing, 
but  what  Ibme  good  people  forced  him 
to  eat  out  of  charity. 

At  laft,  when  he  was  tired  with  wan- 
dering about  the  city  in  this  manner, 
he  ftrolled  into  the  country  ;  and,  after 
be   had  traverfed    feveral   fields    in    a 
frightful  uncertainty,  at  the  clofe  of 
the  night  lie  came  to  a  river's  fide:  there, 
poflTeffed  by  his  defpair,  he  (aid  to  hirn- 
fe]f-_<  Where  fliall  I  feek  my  palace? 
In  what  province,  country,  or  part  of 
the  world,  fhall  I  find  that  and  my 
dear  princefs,  whom  the  fultan  expects 
from  me  ?     I  (hall  never  fucceed  ;  I 
had  better  free  myielf  at  once  from 
fo   many  fatigues,   and  fuch   bitter 
griefs:'  and  then  was  juft  going  to 
throw  himfelf  into  the  river;  but,  as  a 
rood  Muflulman,  he  thought  rlrft  to 
fay  his  prayers;  and,  going  to  prepare 
hirnfelf,  he  went  firft  to  the  river-fide  to 
warn  his  hands  and  face,  according  to 
the  cuftom  ;  but  that  place  being  fteep 
and  flippery,   by  reafon  of  the  water 
beating  again!  it,  he  flid  down,  and 
had  certainly  fallen  into  the  river,  but 
for  a  little  rock  which  ftood  about  two 
feet  out  of  the  earth  :  befides,  it  was 
his  happinefs  that  he  ftill  had  the  ring 
which  the  African  magician  put  on  his 
finger  before  he  went  down  into  the 
fubterraneous  abode  to  fetch  the  lampj 


for,  on  his  falling  down  the  bank,  he 
rubbed  the   ring   fo  hard   in  grafting 
the  rock,  that  immediately  the  fame  Ge- 
nius appeared  which  he  faw  in  the  cave 
where  the  magician  left  him.     '  What 
wouldft  thou  have?'  fa  id  the  Genius: 
I  am  ready  to  obey  thee  as  thy  flave, 
and  the  (lave  of  all  thofe  who  have 
that  ring  on  their  finger  j  both  I  and 
the  other  flaves  of  the  ring.' 
Aladdin,  agreeably  furprized  at  an 
apparition  he  fo  little  expected  in  the 
defpair  he  was  in,  replied — *  Save  my 
life,  Genius,  a  fecond  time; either  by 
/hewing  me  the  place  where  the  pa- 
lace I   have  caufed  to  be  built  now 
ftands,    or   immediately  tranfport  it 
back   where  it  firft  ftood.' — «  That 
which  you  command   me,'  anfwered 
he  Genius,  *  is  not  in  my  power:  I 
'  am  only  the  flave  of  the  ring;  you 
muft  addrefs  yourfelf  to  the  ilave  of 
the  lamp/ — «   If  it  be   fo,1  replied 
Aladdin,  «   I  command  thee,  by   the 
power  of  the  ring,  to  tranfport  me  to 
the  place  where  my  palace  ftands,  in 
what  part  of  the  world  foever  it  is, 
and  fet  me  down  under  the  Princefs 
Badroulboudour's  window.'      Thefe 
words  were  no  fooner  out  of  his  mouth, 
than  the  Genius  tranfported  him  into 
the  midft  of  a  large  meadow  in  Africa, 
at  a  Imall  diftance  from  a  large  city, 
where  his  palace  ftood,  fet  him  exactly 
under   the  window  of  the   princefs's 
apartment,  and  then  left  him  :  all  this    * 
he  did  almoft  in  an  inftant. 

Aladdin,  notwithstanding  the  dark- 
nefs  of  the  night,  knew  his  palace 
again  very  well,  and  the  Prince/s  Ba- 
droulboudour's apartment;  but  as  the 
night  was  pretty  far  advanced,  and  .,11 
was  quiet  in  the  palace,  he  retired  fome 
diftance  off,  and  fat  down  at  the  root  of 
a  large  tree-,  there,  full  of  hopes,  and 
reflecting  on  his  happinefs,  which  he 
attributed  to  pure  chance,  he  found 
himfelf  in  a  much  more  peaceable  fitua- 
tion  than  when  he  was  arrefted  and  car- 
ried before  the  fultan,  and  in  danger  of 
lofing  his  life.  He  amufed  himfelf  for 
fome time  with  thefe  agreeable!  hough  tsj 
but  not  having  flept  for  five  or  fix  days, 
he  was  not  able  to  refift  the  drowfinefs 
which  came  upon  him,  but  fell  faft 
alleep. 

The  next  morning,  as  foon  as  day 
appeared,  Aladdin  was  agreeably  awak- 
ened,  not  only  by  the  finging  of  the 
birdswhichhad  rooftedon  the  tree  under 
which 
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which  he  had  paflfed  the  night,  but  all 
thofe  which  had  perched  on  the  trees 
of  the  palace-garden.  When  hecafthis 
eyes  on  that  wonderful  edifice,  be  con- 
ceived an  inexpreffible  joy  to  think  he 
fhould  foon  be  mafter  of  it  again,  and 
once  more  poiTefs  his  dear  Princefs 
Badroulboudour.  Pleafed  with  thefe 
•hopes,  he  immediately  got  up,  and 
xvalked  under  her  window  in  expecta- 
tion of  her  rifing,  that  he  might  fee  her. 
During  this  expectation,  he  began  to 
confider  with  himfelf  from  whence  the 
caufe  of  his  misfortune  proceeded  j  and, 
after  he  had  well  reflected  on  the  mat- 
ter, he  never  doubted  but  that  it  was 
owing  to  leaving  his  lamp  behind  him: 
upon  which  he  accufedhimfelf  of  negli- 
gence, and  the  little  care  he  took  of  it, 
to  let  it  be  a  moment  out  of  his  fights 
Bur,  what  puzzled  him  moft  was,  he 
could  not  imagine  who  had  been  fo  jea- 
lous of  his  happinefs ;  but  would  foon 
have  gueffed,  if  he  had  then  known  that 
both  he  and  his  palace  were  in  Africa, 
the  very  name  of  which  would  foon  have 
made  him  remember  the  magician  his 
declared  enemy:  but  the  Genius,  the 
Have  of  the  ring,  had  not  made  the  leaft 
mention  of  the  name  of  the  place. 

The  Princefs  Badroulboudour  rofe 
enrlier  that  morning  than  ever  (he  had 
done  fince  her  tranfportation  into  A- 
frica  by  the  African  magician ;  whofe 
prefence  (he  was  forced  to  fupportonce 
a  day,  becaufe  he  was  mafter  of  the  pa- 
.lace,  though  at  the  fame  time  me  al- 
ways treated  him  cruelly;  and,  as  me 
was  dreffing,  one  of  the  women,  looking 
through  the  window,  perceived  Alad- 
din, and  prefently  ran  and  told  her  mif- 
trefs.  The  princefs,  who  could  not 
believe  the  news,  went  that  moment 
herfelf  to  the  window,  and  feeing  A- 
laddin,  immediately  opened  it.  The 
jioife  the  princefs  made  in  opening  the 
window  made  Aladdin  turn  his  head 
that  way,  who  perceiving  the  princefs, 
fainted  faer  with  an  air  that  expreflect 
his  joyj  who,  to  lofe  no  time,  faid  to 
him — '  I  have  fent  to  have  the  back- 
*  door  opened  for  youj'  and  then  fhut 
the  window. 

The  back-door,  which  was  juft  \in- 
'der  the  princefs's  apartment,  was  foon 
opened,  and  Aladdin  was  conducted 
into  the  pnncefs's  chamber.  It  isim- 
poflible  to  exprefs  the  joy  of  thefe  two 
lovers  to  fee  each  other,  after  a  fcpara- 
tion  which  they  both  thought  was  for 


ever.  They  embraced  feveral  times, 
and  (hewed  all  the  marks  of  a  fincere 
love  and  tendernefs.  After  thefe  em- 
bracings,  and  (bedding  fome  tears  of 
joy,  they  fat  down;  and  Aladdin,  af- 
fumtng  the  difcourfe,  faid — «  I  beg  of 

*  you,  princefs,  in  God's  name,  before 

*  we  talk  of  any  thing  elfe,  to  tell  me, 

*  both  for  your  own  intereft,  the  ful- 
'  tan  your  father's,  and  my  own,  what 
f  is  become  of  an  old  lamp  which   I 
'  left  upon  the  cornim  in   the  hall  of 

*  the  four  and  twenty  windows,  before 

*  I  went  to  the  hunting-match.' 

*  Alas!  dear  hufband,'  anfwered  the 
princefs,  'I  am  afraid  that  our  misfor- 

*  tune  is  owing  to  that  lamp;  and  that 

*  which  grieves  me  moft  is,  that  I  have 
«  been  the  caufe  of  it.' — '  Princefs/ 
replied  Aladdin,  '  do  not  blame  your- 

*  felf,  fince  it  was  entirely  my  fault, 

*  and  I  ought  to  have  taken  more  care 

*  of  it:  but  let  us  now  think  of  repair- 
'  ing  that  neglect,  and  tell  me  what  has 

*  happened,  and  into  whofe  hands  it  has 
<  fallen.' 

Then  the  Princefs  Badroulboudour 
gave  Aladdin  an  account  how  (he 
changed  the  old  lamp  for  a  new  one, 
which  (he  ordered  to  be  fetched,  that 
he  might  fee  it,  and  how  the  next  morn- 
ing flie  found  herfelf  in  an  unknown 
country,  which  was  the  fame  he  and  (he 
were  then  in,  which  (be  was  told  was 
Africa  by  the  traitor  who  had  tranC- 
ported  her  thither  by  his  magick  art. 
4  Princefs,"  faid  Aladdin,  interrupt- 
ing her,'  you  have  informed  me  who  the 
traitor  is,  by  telling  me  we  are  in  A- 
frica.  He  is  the  moft  perfidious  of 
all  men.  But  this  is  neither  a  time 
nor  place  to  give  you  a  full  account 
of  his  villainies.  I  defire  you  only 
to  tell  me  what  he  has  done  with  the 
lamp,  and  where  he  has  put  it.'— 
He  carries  it  carefully  wrapped  up  in 
his  bofom,'  faid  the  princefs;  *  and 
this  I  can  aflure  you,  becaufe  he 
pulled  it  out  before  me,  and  (hewed 
it  me.' 

'  Princefs,'  faid  Aladdin,  <  do  not 
be  difpleafed  that  I  trouble  you  with, 
fo  many  queftions,  fince  they  are 
equally  important  both  to  you  arid 
me.  But,  to  come  to  what  moft  par- 
ticularly concerns  me,  tell  me,  I  con- 
jure you,  how  fo  wicked  and  perfi- 
dious a  man  treats  you.' — *  Since  I 
have  been  here,'  replied  the  princei's, 
h?  comes  once  every  day  to  l?e  me; 
1  and 
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«  and  I  am  perfuaded  the  little  fatisfac- 

*  tion  he  receives  from  h>s  vifits  makes 
'  him  come  ro  oftencr.Ail  hisdifcourfe 

*  tends  to  perfmde  me   to  break    that 

*  faith  I  h:-.ve  pledged  to  you,  and  to 
«  take  him  for  an  hufband;    giving  me 
'  to  underftand,   I  ought  not  to  enter- 
'  tain  any  hopes  of  ever  feeing  you  a- 
«  gsin,   for   thru    yon    were   dead,  and 

*  had  had   your  head  ftiuck  oft' by  the 
'  lultan  my  father's  order.     He  added, 
'  that  you  was  an   ungrateful  wretch, 

*  that  your  good  fortune  was  owing  to 

*  him,    and  a  great  many  other  things 
«  ef  that  nature;   but  as  he  received  no 
'  other  anfwer  from  me,   but  grievous 
4  complaints  and  tears,   he  was  always 
'  forced  to  retire  without  the  fatisfac- 

*  tion  he  defired.     I  do  not  doubt  but 

*  his  intention  is  to  allow  me  fome  time 
«  to  vanquifh  my  g'ief,  in  hopes  after - 
»  wards  that  I    may  change   my  lenti- 

*  men  is;  aiid  if  I  perfevereinan  obliinate 

*  refuial,  to  ufe  violence.     But  my  dear 
«  fpoufe's  preience  removes  all  my  dif- 

*  quiets.* 

*  I  have  a  greater  confidence,'    re- 
plied Aladdin,    *  fnue    my    princefs's 

*  fears  are    removed;  and  I    believe  I 

*  have  thought  of  the  means  to  deliver 
«  you  from  both  your  enemy,and  mine; 

*  to  execute  which  delign,  it  is  necef- 

*  iary  for  me   to  go  to  that   town.     I 
'  mall  return  by   noon,  and  then   will 

*  communicate  my  project  to  you,  ancl 
«    tell   you  what  mult    be   done  to  fuc- 

*  ceed  in  it.     But  that  you  may  not  be 
4   furpnzed,   I    think   it    proper  to  ac- 

*  quaint  you,  that  I   (hail  change  my 
'  apparel,  and  beg  of  you  to  give  or- 
'  ders  that  I  may  not  wait  long  at  the 

*  back-door,  but  that  it  may  be  opened 

*  at  the  fir  It  k.nock:'all  which  theprin- 
cefs  promifed  to  obferve. 

When  Aladdin  was  got  out  of  the 
palace,  he  looked  about  him  on  all 
fides;  and  perceiving  a  country  fellow 
before  him,  who  feemed  not  advancing 
towaids,  but  going  tromthe  palace,  he 
made  all  imaginable  hafte  after  himj 
and  whtn  he  had  ovej taken  him,  made 
a  propofal  to  him  to  change  cloaths, 
which  the  fellow  agreed  to;  and  accord- 
ly  they  went  behind  a  hedge,  and  there 
made  the  exchange.  Afterwards  the 
countryman  went  about  his  buiinefs, 
and  Aladdin  to  the  town,  whcie  tra- 
vrrimr  feveral  ttreets,  he  ai  rived  in  that 
part  of  the  town  where  all  lorts  of  mer- 
vh.i>;rs  and  artizuns  hud  t 


itreets,  according  to  their  trades:  a. 
mong  which,  he  found  out  that  of  the 
druggies  ;  and  going  into  one  of  the 
large!*  ftiops,  a  iked  the  druggift  jf  he  had 
got  a  certain  powder  which  he  named. 

The  druggift  looking  upon  Aladdin 
by  his  habit  to  be  very  poor,  and  that 
he  had  not  money  enough  to  pay  for  it,. 
told  him  he  had  it,  but  that  it  was  very 
dear;  upon  which  Aladdin,  penetrating 
into  his  thoughts,  pulled  out  his  purfe, 
and  (hewing  him  fome  gold,  afked  for 
half  a  drachm,  which  the  druggill 
weighed, and  wrapt  up  in  a  piece  of  paper, 
and  gave  him,  telling  him  the  price  was 
a  piece  of  gold.  Aladdin  laid  him  down 
his  money;  and,ftaying  no  longer  in  the 
town  but  jult  to  get  a  little  reh  efliment, 
returned  to  the  p.ilace,  where  he  waited 
not  Jong  at  the  back  door.  When  he 
came  into  the  princefs's  apartment,  he 
faid  to  her — 'Piincefs,  it  may  be,  the 

*  aveifion   you  have   for  your  ra-viflier 

*  may  not  render  what  I  am  going  to 

*  propofe  to  you  very  agreeable  ;   but 

*  give  me  leave  to  tell  you,   it  is  proper 
'  that    you     mould    at    this   juuclure 

*  diffsmble  a  little,  and  conftram  your 
'  inclinations,    if   you  would   deliver 
'  yourfelf  from  him,  and  give  my  lord 

*  the  f uhan  your  father  the  fatisfailion 
'  of  feeing  you  again.' 

*  If  you  will  tfike  my  advice,'  con- 
tinued he,  *  drcfs  yourfelf  this  moment 

*  in  one   of   your  richeft   habits;  and 

*  when  the   African   magician  comes, 

*  receive  him  with  an  affable  and  open. 

*  countenance,  that  he    may    imagine 

*  time  may  wear  off  your   grief.     In 
'  yourconvei  Cation,  let  him  underftand. 

*  that  you  ftrive  to  forget  me;  and  that 
'   he  may  be  the  more  fully  convinced 

*  of  your  fmcerity,  invite  him   to  iup 

*  with  you,  and  feem  to  have  a  mint? 
1  to  tafte  of  fome  of  the  belt  wines  of 

*  this  country.  There  is  no  doubt  but 
'  he  will  be  ready  to  fetch  you  fome: 

*  during  his  ablence,  put  into  one  of 

*  the  cups  this  powder,  and  charge  the 

*  flave  you  defign  that  night  to  attend 
'  you,  upon    a    fignal  you  fhall  agree 
«  upon  with  her,  to  bring  that  cup  to 
'  you.     When  the  magician  and  you 

*  have  eat  and  drank  as  much  as  you 
'  care   for,    give    her   the  fignal,  and 
'  change  cups  with  him,  which  he  will 

*  take  as  a  great  favour;  but  no  fooner 

*  will  have  drank  oft"  the  cup,  but  y^u 

*  will  fee  hiiii  fall  backwards.     If  you 

*  have  Any  reluctance  to  drink  out  of 

*  his 
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*  his  cup,  you  may  pretend  only  to  do 
e  it,  without  fear  of  being  discovered; 
«  for  the  effect:  of  the  powder  is. fo  quick, 
'  that  he  will  not  have  time  enough  to 
«  know  whether  you  drink  or  not.' 

«  1  own,'  anfwered  the  princefs,  '  I 
c  (hall  do  myfelf  a  great  violence  in  con- 
«  fenting  to  make  the  magician  fuch  ad- 

*  vances;  but  I  fee  they  are  abfolutely 
'  neceflary:  and  what  cannot  one  re- 

<  folve  to  do  againft  a  cruel  enemy  ? 

<  Therefore  I  will  follow  your  advice, 
«  fince  both  our  quiets  depend  on  it.1 
After  the  princefs  had  thus  agreed  to 
the  meafures  propofed  by  Aladdin,  he 
took  his  leave  of  her,  and' went  and  fpent 
the  reft  of  the  diy  about  the  palace  till 
it  was  night,  when  he  might  fafely  ap- 
proach the  back-door. 

The  Princefs  Badroulboudour,  who 
was  not  only  inconfolable  to  be  fepa- 
rated  from  her  dear  hufband,  whom  (he 
Joved  from  the  firft  moment,  more  out 
of  inclination  than  duty,  but  alfo  from 
the  fultan  her  father,  who  had  always 
(hewed  a  tender  and  paternal  love  for 
her,  had  ever  fince  that  cruel  fepara- 
tion  lived  in  great  negligence  of  her 
perfon.  Shehadalmoft,  as  one  may  fay, 
forgot  the  neatnefs  fo  agreeable  to  per- 
fons  of  her  fex  and  quality,  after  the 
firft  time  of  the  magician's  paying  her  a 
viiit,  and  that  (lie  underftood  by  fome  of 
-  the  women,  who  knew  him  again,  that 
it  was  he  who  received  the  old  lamp  in 
exchange  for  a  new  one,  which  noto- 
rious cheat  rendered  the  fight  of  him 
more  horrible.  However,  the  oppor- 
tunity of  taking  the  revenge  he  deferv- 
ed,  and  which  offered  fooner  than  me 
.durft  hope  for,  made  her  refolve  to  gra- 
tify Aladdin  in  his  requeft;  for  as  foon 
as  he  was  gone,  (lie  fat  down  at  her  toi- 
let, and  was  drefled  by  her  women  to 
the  belt  advantage,  in  a  moft  rich  fuit, 
and  one  the  moft  agreeable  toher  defign. 
Her  girdle  was'  of  the  fined  and  largeft 
diamonds  fet  in  gold,  which  (he  fuited 
with  a  necklace  of  thirty  pearls,  all  of 
the  fame  (ize,  but  fo  large,  and  of  fo 
beautiful  a  water,  that  the  greateft  ful- 
tanefles  and  queens  would  have  been 
proud  to  have  been  adorned  with  only 
two  of  them.  Her  bracelets,  which 
•were  diamonds  and  rubies  intermixed, 
anfwered  admirably  the  richnefs  of  the 
girdle  and  necklace. 

When  the  Princefs  Badroulboudour 
was  thus  entirely  dreffed,  Iheconfulted 
her  glafs  and  women  upon  her  adjutt- 


ment;  and  when  (lie  found  me  wanted 
no  charms  to  flatter  the  foolifh  paflion, 
of  the  African  magician,  (he  fat  down, 
on  a  fofa,  expecting  his  arrival. 

The  magician  came  at  the  ufual  hour; 
and  as  foon  as  he  entered  the  great  hall, 
where  the  princefswaited  to  receive  him, 
(he  rofe  up,  and  pointed  with  her  hand 
to  the  moft  honourable  place,  (landing 
till  he  fat  down  ;  which  was  a  piece  of 
civility  (he  had  never  (hewn  him  before. 
The  magician, dazzled  more  withthe 
luftre  of  the  princefs's  eyes  than  the 
glittering  of  the  jewels  with  which  (he 
was  adorned,  was  very  much  furprized. 
Befides,  the  majeftick  and  graceful  air 
with  which  (he  received  him,  fo  oppo- 
fite  to  her  former  behaviour,  quite  con- 
founded him. 

When  he  was  fat  down,  the  princefs, 
to  free  him   from  his  embarraffment, 
broke  filjnce  firft;  and,  looking  at  him 
all  the  time  in  a  manner  as  was  fuffici- 
ent  to  make  him  believe  that  he  was  not 
fo  odious  to  her  as  (he  had  given  him  to 
underftand  before,  faid  to  him — 'With- 
out doubt  you  are  very  much  amazed 
to  find  me  fo  much  altered  to-day 
from  what  I  ufed  to  be;  but  when  I 
have  acquainted  you,  that  I  am  na- 
turally of  a  merry  difpofition,  not  in- 
clined to  melancholy  and  grief,  your 
furprize  will  not  be  fo  great,  and  that 
I  always  ftrive  to  divert  my  afflic- 
tions when  there  is  no  other  remedy 
to  be  had.     I  have  reflected  on  what 
you  mentioned  to  me  of  Aladdin's 
fate;  and  know   the    fultan    my  fa- 
ther's temper  fo  well,  that  I  am  per- 
fuaded  with  you,  that  Aladdin  could 
not  cfcape  feeling  the  effects  of  his 
rage  :  therefore,   fince  my  tears   and 
complaints  cannot  recal   him  to  life 
again,  why  (hould  I  grieve  ?  For  this 
reafon,  after  I  have  done  all  that  my 
love  requires  of  me,  I  think  I  ought 
to  endeavour  to  comfort  myfelf.  Thefe 
are  the  motives  of  the  change  vou  lee 
in  me;  and  to  begin  to  caft  off  all 
melancholy,  and  banilh  it  entirely,  I 
am  perfuaded  you  will  bear  me  com- 
pany to-night,  and  partake  a  (upper 
I  have  ordered  to  be  dreffed  for  us. 
But  as  I  have  no  wine  but  what  is  of 
China,  and  have  a  great  defire  to  tafte 
of  the  product  of  Africa,  I  fhall  beg 
of  you  to  get  fome  of  the  bed.' 
The  African  magician,  who  looked 
upon  the  happinels  of  coming  fo  (boa 
and  eafily  into  the  Princefs  Badroulbou- 
3  X  dour's 
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dour's  good  graces  as  a  thing  impofllble, 
could   not  think   of   words   exprefiive 
enough  to  teftify  how  fenfible  he  was  of 
her  favours:   but   to  put  an  end   the 
fooner  to  a  converfation  which  would 
haveembarraffrd  him,  if  he  had  engag- 
ed farther  in  it,    he  turned  it  upon  the 
wines  of  Africa,  and  faid — c  Or  all  the 
advantages  AfVick  can  boaft  of,  that 
of  producing  the  moft  excellent  wines 
is  the  principal .  At  prefent  I  have  fome 
of  feveri  years  old,  which  has  never 
been   broached;    and  indeed,   not  to 
praife  it    too   much,  it  is   the  fineft 
wine  in  the  world.     If  my  princefs,' 
added  he,  « will  give  me  leave,  I  will  go 
and   fetch    two   bottles,  and    return 
again  quickly.' — 'I  (hould  be  forty 
to  g4ve  you  that  trouble,'  replied  the 
princefs;  'you  had  better  fend  for  them.' 
— « It  is  neceifary  I  fhould  go  myfelf,' 
anfwered  theAfrican  magician;  'for  no- 
body but  myfelf  knows  where  the  key 
of  th<s  cellar  is  laid,  or  has  the  fecret 
to  unlock  the  door.' — '  If  it  be  to,' 
aid  the  princefs,    '  make  hafte   back 
again  ;  for  the  fooner  you  return,  the 
lefs  my  impatience  will  be,   and  we 
(hall  fit  down  to  fupper.' 
The  African  magician,  full  of  hopes 
of  his  expe6led  happinefs,  rather  flew 
than  any  thing  elfe,  and  returned  quick- 
ly v?ith  the   wine.     The  princefs,  not 
doubting  in  the  leaft  but  he  would  make 
hafte,  put  the  powder  Aladdin  gave  her 
into    the   cup  that  was   fet    apart  for 
that  purpofe.     When  they  fat  down  at 
the  table,  they  placed  themfelves  oppo- 
fiteto  each  other,  the  magician's  back 
towards  the  beaufet.   The  princefs  pre- 
i'ented  him  with    the'beft  at  the  table, 
and  faid  to  him — '  If  you  pleafe,  I  will 
<  entertain  you  with  a  concert  of  mu- 
'  lick;  but,  as  we  are  only  two,  I  think 
*/  converfation  maybe  more  agreeable.' 
This  the  magician  took  as  a  new  fa- 
vour. 

After  they  had  eit  fosne  time,  the 
princefs  called  for  fome  wine,  and  drank 
the  magician's  health;  and  afterwards 
faid  to  him — '  Indeed  you  was  in  the 
right  to  commend  your  wine,  fince  I 
never  tafted  any  fo  delicious  in  my 
life.' — '  Charming  princefs  V  faid  he, 
lolding  a  cup  in  his  hand,  s  my  wine 
Incomes  more  exquifhe  by  your  ap- 
probation.'—*Then  drink  my  health,' 
replied  the  princefs;  '  you  will  find  I 
*  urderftand  wines.'  Accordingly  he 
drank  the  princefs's  health,  and  return- 


ing the  cup,  faid — CI  think  myfelf  bap- 
'  py  that  I  referved  this  wine  forfo  good 
*  an  occafion;  and  I  own  I  never  drank 
'  any  fo  excellent  before.' 

When  they  had   drank  two  or  three 
cups  more  a-piece,the  princefs,  who  had 
quite    charmed  the   magician    by   her 
obliging  behaviour  and  civility,  gave 
the  (lave  who   ferved   them   with  wine 
the  fignal,  bidding  her  at  the  farne  time 
bring  the  magician  and  herfelf  a  full 
cup.     When  they  both  had  their  cup3 
in  their  hands,  (he  faid  to  him — '  How 
are  you  ufed  here  to  exprefs  your  loves 
when  drinking  together  as  we  are  ? 
With  us  in  China,  the  lover  and  his 
miftrefs  reciprocally  exchange  cups, 
and  drink  each  other's   health-.'    at 
thefametime  (he  prefented  her  cup,  an rf 
held  out  her  hand  to  receive  his  ;  who, 
for  his  part,  made  all  imaginable  hafte 
to  make  the  exchange,  and  did  it  with 
the  more  pleafure,   becaufe  he  looked 
upon  this   favour  as  the  moft  certain 
token  of  an  entire  conqueft  over  the 
princefs.     Before  he  drank,  he  faid  to 
her,  with  the  cup  in  his  hand  all  the 
time — «  Indeed,  we  Africans  are  not  fo 
refined  in  the  art  of  love  as  you  Chi- 
nefe;  and  the  inftrucling  me  in  a  lef- 
fon  I  knew  nothing  of,  informs  me 
how  fenfible  I  ought  to  be  of  the  fa- 
vour done  me.     I  (hall  never,  lovely 
princefs,  forget  my  recovering  that 
life,  in   drinking  out  of  your  cup, 
which  your  cruelty,  had  it  continued, 
would  have  made  me  defpair  of.' 
The  Princefs  Badrbulboudour,  who 
began  to  be  tired  with  this  barefaced 
declaration  of  the  magician,  interrupt- 
ed him,  and  faid—'  Come,  drink  fir  ft, 
*  and  fay  what  you  will  afterwards  j' 
and  at  the  fame  time  fet  the  cup  to  her 
lips,  while  the  African  magician,  who 
was  eager  to  get  his  wine  off  firft,  drank 
up  the  very  laft  drop:  in  the  mean  time, 
theprincefs  kept  hers  only  at  her  lips, 
till  fhe  faw  his  eyes  turn  in  his   head, 
and  he  fell  backwards  lifelefs. 

The  princefs  had  no  Sccafion  to  order 
the  back-door  to  be  opened  to  Aladdin, 
for  her  women  were  fo  difpofed  from 
the  great  hall  to  the  foot  of  the  ftair- 
cafe,  that  the  word  was  no  fooner  given, 
that  the  African  magician  was  fallen 
backwards,  but  the  door  was  openec" 
that  inftant. 

As  foon  as  Aladdin  entered  the  hall, 
hefawthe  magician  ftretched  backwards 
on  the  fofa.  The  Princefs  Badroulbou- 
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(jour  got  off  her  feat,  and  ran  overjoyed 
to  him  to  embrace  him;  but  he  flopped 
her,  and  faid — 'Princefs,  this  is  not  a 
*  proper  time  ;  oblige  me  by  leaving 
«  me  alone  a  moment,  and  retire  to  your 
'  own  apartment,  while  I  endeavour  to 
<  tranfport  yon  as  foon  back  to  China, 
'  as  you  were  brought  from  thence.' 

When  the  princefs,  her  women  and 
eunuchs,  were  gone  out  of  the  hall, 
•Alacfdin  flnit  the  door,  and  going  di- 
rectly to  the  dead  body  of  the  magician, 
opened  his  veft,'and  took  out  the  lamp 
carefully  wrapt  up,  as  the  princefs  told 
him,  and  unfolding  and  rubbing  it,  the 
Genius    immediately   appeared — '  Ge- 
nius,' faid  Aladdin,    '  I  call  thee  to 
command  thee,  on  the  part  of  thy 
miftrefs,  this  lamp  here,  to  tranfport 
this  palace   prefently  into  China,  to 
the  fame  place  from   whence  it  was 
brought  hither.'     The  Genius  made 
a  bow  with  his  head  to  (how  his  obe- 
dience, and  then  difappeared.    Imme- 
diately  the  palace  was  tranfported  in- 
to China,   which  was  only  to  be  felt 
by   two   little    (hocks,    the  one  when 
it  was  lifted   up,  the    other   when  fet 
down,  and  both  in  a  fhort  interval  of' 
time. 

Then  Aladdin  went  down  to  the 
princefs's  apartment;  an*i,  embracing 
her,  faid — «  I  can  affure  you,  princefs, 

*  that  your  joy  and  mine  (hall  be  com- 

*  pleat  to-morrow  morning.'    After- 
wards, the  princefs,  who  had  not  quite 
fupped  herfelf,  guefling  that  Aladdin 
might  be  hungry,  ordered   the  meats 
that  were  ferved  up  in  the  great  hall, 
and  were  fcarce  touched,  to  be  brought 
down.     The  princefs  and  Aladdin  eat 
as  much  as  they  thought  fit,  and  drank 
in  like  manner  of  the  African  magici- 
an's old  wine;  during  which  time  their 
difcourfe  could  not  be  any  otherwife 
than  fatisfaclory,  and  then  retired  to 
their  own  chamber. 

From  the  time  of  the  tranfportation 
of  Aladdin's  palace  and  the  Princefs 
Badroulboudour,  the  fultan,  that  prin- 
cefs's father,  was  inconfolable  for  the 
lofs  of  her,  as  he  imagined.  He  hardly 
flept  night  or  day;  and,inftead  of  divert- 
ing his  affliction,  he,  on  the  contrary, 
indulged  it;  for  whereas  he  ufed  to  go 
every  morning  into  his  clofet  to  pleafe 
himfelfwith  that  agreable  profpecl,  he 
went  now  often  in  the  day  time  tore- 
new  his  tears,  and  plunge  himfelf  into 
the  deeped  melancholy,  by  refiefting 


on  that  which  once  gave  him  fo  much 
pleafure,  and  how  he  had  loft  what  was 
the  mod  clear  to  him  in  this  world. 

The  firft  morning  after  the  return  of 
Aladdin's  palace,  the  fultan  went  very 
early  into  his  cloiet  to  indulge  his  for- 
rows;  and  being  very  penfive,  caft  his 
eyes  in  a  melancholy  manner  towards 
the  place  where  he  remembered  the  pa- 
lace onceftood,  expecting  only  to  fee  an 
open  fpace;  but  perceiving  that  vacan- 
cy filled  up,  he  at  firfl  imagined  it  to 
be  the  effect  of  a  fog;  but  at  laft  look- 
ing more  attentively,  he  made  no  doubt 
but  that  it  was  his  fon-in-law's  palace. 
Then  joy  and  gladnefs  fucceeded  for- 
row  and  grief.  He  returned  immedi- 
ately into  his  apartment,  and  ordered 
an  horfe  to  be  faddied  and  brought  to 
him  in  all  hafte,  which  he  mounted  that 
inftant,  thinking  he  could  not  make 
hafte  enough  to  get  to  Aladdin's  palace. 

Aladdin,  who  forefaw  what  would 
happen,  rofe  that  morning  by  day-break, 
put  on  one  of  the  moft  magnificent  ha- 
bits his  wardrobe  afforded,  and  went  up 
into  the  hall  of  twenty -four  windows, 
from  whence  he  perceived  the  fultan 
coming,  and  got  down  foon  enough  to 
receive  him  at  the  foot  of  the  great  ftair- 
cafe,  and  to  help  him  to  difmount. 

*  Aladdin,1  faid  the  fultan,  *I  cannot 

*  fpeak  to  you   till    I    have  feen.    my 
'  daughter.* 

He  led  the  fultan  into  the  Princels 
Badroulboudour's  apartment,  who, 
having  been  told  by  him  when  he  rofe, 
that  (he  was  no  longer  in  Africk,  but 
in  the  capital  of  the  fultan  her  father, 
had  juft  done  drefling  herfelf.  The  ful« 
tan  embraced  her  with  his  face  all  bath- 
ed in  tears  of  joy  ;  and  the  princefs,  911 
her  fide,  gave  him  all  tr-e  teft, monies 
of  the  pleafure  the  fight  of  him  gave 
her. 

The  fultan  was  fome  time  before  he 
could  open  his  lips;  fo  great  was  his 
furprize  and  joy,  to  find  his  daughter 
again,  after  he  had  given  her  up  for 
loft;  and  the  princefs,  to  lee  her  father, 
let  fall  tears  of  joy. 

At  la(i  the  fultan  broke  filence,  and 
faid— «I  would  believe,  daughter,  your 
joy  to  fee  me  makes  you  feem  fo  little 
changed,  as  if  no  misfortune  had  be- 
fallen you  ;  yet  I  cannot  beperfuad- 
ed  from  thinking  you  have  undergone 
a  great  deal ;  for  a  large  palace  can- 
not be  fo  fuddenly  tranfported  as 
yours  has  been,  without greatfrights, 
3X4  «  and 
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<  and  terrible  anguifh.  I  would  have 
«  you  tell  me  all  that  has  happened,  and 
«  not  conceal  any  thing  from  me.' 

Hereupon  the  princefs.  who  took  a 
great  plea  Cure  in  giving  the  Cultan  the 
fatisfaftion  he  demanded,  Caid — '  Sir, 
if  I  appear  Co  little  altered,  I  beg  of 
your  majefty  to  confider  that  I  re- 
ceived new  life  yefterday  morning  by 
the  prefence  of  my  dear  hufband  and 
deliverer,  Aladdin,  whom  I  looked 
upon  and  bewailed  as  loft  to  me;  and 
the  happineCs  of  feeing  and  embrac- 
ing of  whom  has  almoft  recovered  me 
to  my  former  ftatdoC  health.  But  my 
greateft  trouble  was  not  only  to  find 
myfelf  forced  from  your  majefty  and 
my  dear  hulband  ;  the  uneafinefs  I 
laboured  under  befules  was,  my  fear 
that  he,  though  innocent,  mould  feel 
the  effects  of  yctir  rage,  to  which  I 
knew  he  was  leftexpofed.  I  fuffered 
but  little  from  the  infolenceof  my  ra- 
vimer ;  for  having  the  afcendant  over 
him,  I  always  put  a  ftop  to  his  dif- 
agreeable  diCcourfe,  and  was  as  little 
retrained  as  at  prefent. 
*  As  to  what  relates  to  my  tran- 
.  fportation,  Aladdin  had  no  hand  in 
it ;  I  myfelf  was  alone  to  blame,  and 
he  innocent.1 

To  perfuade  the  fultan  of  the  truth 
of  what  (he  faid,  (he  gave  him  a  full 
account  how  the  African  magician  dif- 
guiied  himfeJf  like  a  feller  of  lamps, 
and  cried—'  New  lamps  for  old  ones  ;' 
and  the  pleafure  me  took  in  making 
that  exchange,  being  entirely  ignorant 
of  the  fecret  and  importance  of  that 
lamp,  by  the  means  of  which  the  ma- 
gician tranfported  the  palace  and  her 
into  Africa  5  which  fhe  came  to  know 
by  two  of  her  women  and  the  eunuch 
•who  made  the  exchange,  when  he  firft 
had  the  boldnefs  to  pay  her  the  firft  vi- 
fit,  after  the  fuccefs  of  his  audacious 
enterprize,  to  propofe  himfelf  for  her 
Jhufband.  After  that  (he  had  made 
mention  how  he  perfecuted  her  till  A- 
laddin's  arrival ;  how  he  and  flie  con- 
fulted  together  to  get  the  lamp  again, 
and  the  fuccefs  they  had  ;  and  particu- 
larly her  diflimulation  and  inviting  him 
to  fupper,  and  giving  him  the  powder 
prepared  for himj  'For'thereft,'  added 
ihe,  *  I  leave  it  to  Aladdin  to  give  you 
*  an  account.' 

Aladdin,  for  his  part,  had  not  much 
to  relate  to  the  fultan  ;  but  only  faid — 
6  When  the  bacjc-door  was  opened,  J 


went  up  into  the  great  hall,  where  I 
fou.'.d  the  magician  dead,  and  extend- 
ed upon  the  fofa  ;  and,  as  I  thought 
it  not  proper  for  the  princefs  to  ftay 
there  any  longer,  I  defired  her  to  O-Q 
down  into  her  own  apartment,  with, 
her  women  and  eunuchs.  As  foon  as 
I  was  alone,  and  had  taken  the  lamp 
out  of  the  magician's  bread,  I  made 
ufe  of  the  fame  Cecret  he  had  done  to 
remove  the  palace  and  the  princefs, 
and  by  that  means  the  palace  was 
brought  into  the  fame  place  where  it 
flood  before ;   and  I  have  the  happi- 
neCs  to  bring  back  the  princefs  to 
your  majefty,  as  you  commanded  me. 
But  that  your  majefty  may  not  think 
that  I  impofe  upon  you,  if  you  will 
give  yourfelf  the  trouble  to  go  up  into 
the  hall,  you  (hall  fee  the  magiciah 
punifhed  as  he  deferved.' 
The  fultan,  to  be  a  flu  red  of  the  truth, 
rofe  up  inftantly,  and  went  up  into  the 
hall;  where,  when  he  faw  the  African 
magician  dead,  and   his   face  already* 
livid,  by  the  ftrength  of  the  poifon,  he 
embraced  Aladdin  with  a  great  deal  of 
tendernefs,  and  faid  — (  Do  not,  fon, 
take  my-proceedings  againft  you  ill, 
fince  they  proceeded  from  rny  pater- 
nal love;  and  therefore  you  ought  to 
excufe  them.' — '  Sir,'  replied  Alad- 
lin,  '  I  have  no  reafon  to  complain  of 
your  majefty's  conduct,  fince  you  did 
nothing  but  what  your  duty  required 
of  you.   This  magician,  the  baieft  of 
all  men,   was  the  only  caufe  of  my 
misfortune.    When  your  majefty  has 
a  leifure  hour,  I  will  give  you  an  ac- 
count of  another  villainous  action  he 
played  me,  which  was  no  lei's  black 
and  bafe  than  this,  from  which  I  was 
preferved,  by  the  grace  of  God,  in  a 
very  particular  manner.'  —  '  I  will 
take  an  opportunity,  and  that  very 
mortly,'  replied  the  fultan,  « to  hear 
it ;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  let  us  think 
of  mirth  and  rejoicings,  and  the  re- 
moval of  this  odious  object.' 
Aladdin  ordered  the  magician's  dead 
carcafe  to  be  removed  and  thrown  on 
the  dunghill,  for  the  birds  of  the  air  to 
prey  upon.    In  jhe  mean  time,  the  ful- 
tan commanded  the  drums  to  beat  and 
trumpets  to  found,  and  a  feaft  of  tea 
days  to  be  proclaimed  for  joy  of  the  re- 
turn of  Princefs  Bacirouiboudcur,  and 
Aladdin  and  his  palace. 

Thus  Aladdin  efcaped,  a  fecond  time, 
the  almoft  inevitable  danger  of  lofing 
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his  life;  which  was  not  the  laft,  fince 
he  ran   as  great  an   hazard   the   third 
.  time,  the  circumftances  of  which  I  (hall 
relate. 

The  African  magician  had  a  younger 
brother,  who  was  as  great  a  necro- 
mancer, and,  I  may  fay,  furpafled  him 
in  villainy  and  pernicious  deligns.  But 
as  they  did  not  live  together,  but  at  a 
great  diftance,  they  failed  not  every 
year  to  inform  thernfelves,  by  their  art 
of  necromancy,  where  each  other  was, 
how  they  did,  and  whether  they  flood 
in  need  of  each  other's  affillance. 

Some  time  after  the  Aft  ican  magician 
had  failed  in  his  eriterpnze  again  ft  A- 
Jaddin'shappinefs,his  younger  brother, 
who  had  not  informed  himfelf  of  him 
a  year  before,  had  a  curiofity  to  know 
where  he  was,  and  how  he  did  ;  and  as 
he,  as  well  as  his  brother,  always  car- 
ried a  necromantick  fquare  inflrument 
about  him,  he  prepared  the  fand,  caft 
figures,  and  found  that  he  had  been 
poifoned,  and  was  in  the  capital  of  the 
kingdom  of  China }  and  that  the  ps.r- 
fon  who  poifoned  him  was  of  mean 
birth,  and  had  married  the  princeis  the 
fultan's  daughter. 

When  the  magician  had  after  this 
manner  informed  himfelf  of  his  bro- 
ther's fate,  he  loft  no  time  in  ufelefs  re- 
grets, which  could  not  rellore  him  to 
fife  again  j  but  refolving  immediately 
to  revenge  his  death,  he  took  horfe,  and 
fet  forward  for  China  ;  where,  alter 
crofting  plains,  rivers,  mountains,  de- 
farts,  and  the  fea,  he  arrived  after  in- 
credible fatigues. 

When  he  came  to  the  capital  of  China, 
he  hired  a  lodging;  and  the  next  day 
took  a  walk  through  the  town,  not  at 
all  to  obferve  the  beauties,  which  were 
indifferent  to  him,  but  with  an  inten- 
tion to  take  proper  meafures  to  execute 
his  pernicious  defigns ;  to  which  end 
he  introduced  himfelf  into  the  moll 
pubiick  and  frequented  places,  where 
he  liftened  to  every  body's  difcourfe. 
In  one  of  thefe  pubiick  places,  where 
people  relorted  to  divert  themfclvcs  with 
all  ibrts  of  games;  and  as  in  fuch  places 
Come  are  converfing,  while  others  play, 
he  heard  fome  gentlemen  talk  of  the 
virtue  and  piety  of  a  woman  who  was 
retired  from  the  world,  and  called  Fa- 
tima, and  of  the  nvracles  (he  perform- 
ed. As  he  fancied  that  this  woman 
might  be  ferviceable  to  him  in  fome  pro- 
ject he  had  in  his  head,  he  tgok  one  of 


the  gentlemen  afide,  and  defired  him  to 
tell  him  particularly  who  that  holy  wo- 
man was,  and  what  fort  of  miracles  ihe 
performed. 

'   What !'  faid   the  perfon  to  whom 
he  addrefled  himfelf,  '  have  you  never 
feen  nor  heard  talk  of  her  ?  She  is  the 
admiration  of  the  whole  town,  both 
of  young  and  old,  for  her  exemplary 
life.      Except  Mondays  and  Fridays, 
(he  never  fhrs  out  cf  her  lirtle  cell; 
and  on  thole  days,  on  which  (lie  comes 
into  the  town,  Ihe  does  an  infinite  deal 
cf  good  ;  for  there  is  not  a  perfon  that: 
has  the  head-ache  but  what  is  cured 
by  her  laying  her  hand  upon  them.' 
The  magician   wanted  to  know  no 
more  than  this;  but  only  alked  the  per- 
fon in  what  part  of  the  town  this  cell 
wa^s.     After  the  gentleman  had  (hewn 
it  to  him,  and  he  had  concluded  and 
determined  on   the  deteftable  defi^r.  he 
had  in  his  head,  and  that  he  might  know 
the  way  again,  heobferved  all  the  turn- 
ings  and  windings  verycareftilly.  When 
he  had  taken   julr  obfervation  of  the 
place,  he  went  to  one  of  thofe  houfts 
where  they  fell  a  certain  hot  liquor,  and 
where  any  perfon  that  pleafes  may  be 
all  night.     About  midnight,  after  the 
magician  had  fatisfieci  the  matter  of  the 
houfe  for  what  he  had  called  for,  he 
went  directly  away  to  the  cell  of  Fa- 
tima  the  Holy  Woman,  the  name  (he 
was  known   by  throughout  the  town. 
It  was  no  difficult  matter  for  him  ta 
open  the  dcor,  which  was  only  foftena! 
with  a  latch,  which  he  Sifted  up  with- 
out any  noifej  and  when  he  entered  the 
cell,    perceived  F.itima  by  the  moon- 
light laid  on  a  fofa  covered  only  with  aa 
old  mat,  with  her  head  leaning  agninft  ' 
the  wall,  whom  tie  awakened,  and  clap- 
ped a  dagger  to  her  bread. 

The  poor  Fatima  opening  her  eyes, 
was  very  much  furprized  to  fee  a  man 
ready  to  (tab  her,  and  who  faid  to  her — 

*  If  thou  crielt  out,  or  make  (I  the  leaft 

*  noife,  I  will  kill  thee:   but  get  up, 

*  and  do  as  I  bjd  thee.' 

Fatima,  who  hod  lain  down  in  her 
cloaths,  got  up,  trembling  with  fear. 

*  Do  not  be  fo  much  frightened,?  faiil 
the  magician;  '  I  only  want  thy  habit; 
'  give  it  me  prefently,  and  take  mine.* 
Accordingly, Fatima  and  he  exchanged 
cloaths.  Then  he  faid  again — '  Colour 
'  my  face  as  t,hine  is,  that  I   may  be 

*  like  thee.'     But  perceiving  that  the 
pogr  creature  could  not  help' trembling, 

to 
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to  encourage  her,  he  fa  id — *  I  tell  thee 
'  again  thouneedeft  not  fear  any  thing} 
•  I^fwesr,  hy  the  name  of  God,  I  will 
e  not, take  away  thy  life!'  Fatima  then 
lighted  her  lamp;  and  taking  a  pencil, 
sncl  dipping  it  in  a  certain  liquor,  rub- 
bed it  over  his  face,  and  adored  him  the 
colour  would  not  change,  and  that  his 
face  was  of  the  fame  dye  as  her  own  : 
after  which,  (he  put  him  on  a  coif,  and 
ftewed  him  how  to  hide  his  face  as  he 
paffed  through  the  town.  After  this, 
{he  put  a  long  ftring  of  beads  about  his 
neck,  which  hung  down  to  the  middle 
of  his  body  ;  and  giving  him  the  ftick 
Ihe  was  ufe'd  to  walk  with  in  his  hand, 
brought  him  a  looking-glafs,  and  bid 
him  look,  and  fee  if  he  thought  him- 
felf  like  her.  The  magician  found  him- 
felf  difguifed  as  he  wiflied  to  be  :  but 
yet  could  not  keep  the  oath  he  fo  fo- 
lemnly  fwore  to  the  good  Fatima  ;  but 
inftead  of  ftabbing  her,  for  fear  the 
blood  might  difcover  him,  he  ftrangled 
her;  and,  when  he  found  that  (he  was 
dead,  threw  her  body  into  a  ciltern  juft 
by  the  cell. 

The  magician,  thus  difguifed  like 
the  holy  woman  Fatima,  fpent  the  re- 
mainder of  the  night  in  the  cell,  after 
foe  had  committed  fo  horrid  a  murder. 
The  next  morning?  two  hours  after  fun- 
rife,  though  it  was  not  a  day  the  holy 
woman  tiled  to  go  out  on,  he  crept  out 
of  the  cell,  being  well  pei  fuaded  that 
nobody  would  aflc  him  any  queftions 
about  it  ;  or,  if  they  fliould,  knowing 
he  had  an  anfwer  ready  for  them.  And 
us  one  of  the  firft  things  he  did  after  his 
an  ival  was  to  find  out  Aladdin's  palace, 
where  he  was  to  execute  his  defign,  he 
went  direclly  thither. 

As  foon  as  the  people  .faw  the  holy 
woman,  as  they  imagined  him  to  be, 
they  prefently  gathered  about  him  in  a 
great  crowd.  Some  begged  his  bleffing, 
others  kified  his  hand,  and  the  moft 
zealous  the  hem  of  his  garment;  when 
others,  whether  or  no  their  heads  ached, 
er  they  had  a  mind  to  be  preferved  a- 
gainft  that  diftemper,  ftooped  for  him 
to  lay  his  hands  upon  them  ;  which  he 
did,  muttering  fome  words  in  form  of 
prayers;  and,  in  fhort,  counterfeited  fo 
\vell,  that  everybody  took  him  for  her. 

When  he  came  to  Aladdin's  palace, 
the  crowd  was  fo  great,  that  thole  who 
were  the  moft  zealous  and  ftrong,  ftriv- 
jng  to  keep  the  reft  off  from  prefTing 
too  much  upon  him,  there  were  fuch 


quarrels,  and  fo  great  a  noife,  that  the 
princefs,  who  was  in  the  hall  of  four 
and  twenty  windows,  afked  what  was 
the  matter ;  but  nobody  being  able  to 
give  her  an  account,  one  of  her  women, 
looked  out  of  the  window,  and  then 
told  her  it  was  a  great  crowd  of  people 
that  were  gathered  about  the  holy  wo- 
man who  cured  the  head-ache. 

The  princefs,  who  had  heard  a  great 
deal  of  that  holy  woman,  but  had  ne- 
ver feenher,  conceived  a  great  curiofity 
to  have  fomedifcourfe  with  her;  which 
the  chief  of  the  eunuchs  perceiving,  told 
her  it  was  an  eafy  matter  to  bring  her 
to  her,  if  (he  defired  and  commanded  it  j 
and  the  princefs  mewing  a  defne,  he  im- 
mediately fent  four  eunuchs  for  her. 

As  foon  as  the  cro'wd  faw  the  eunuchs 
coming,  they  made  way;  and  the  magi- 
cinn,  perceiving  alfo  that  they  were 
coming  for  him,  was  overjoyed  to  find 
that  his  plot  fucceeded  fo  well.  *  Holy 
'  woman,'  faid  one  of  the  eunuchs, 
'  the  princefs  wants  to  fee  you,  and  has 

*  fent  us  for  you.'  —  '  The    princefs 
'  does  me  too  great  an  honour,'  replied 
the  falfe Fatima:   «  I  am  ready  to  obey 

*  her  command.'  And  at  the  fame  time 
followed  the  eunuchs  to  the  palace. 

When  the  magician,  who  under  a  holy 
garment  difguiled  a  wicked  heart,  was 
introduced  into  the  great  hall,  and  per- 
ceived the  princefs,  he  began  a  prayer, 
which  contained  a  long  enumeration  of 
vows  and  well-wifhes  for  the  princeiVs 
health  and  profperity,  and  that  (he 
might  have  every  thing  (he  defired. 
Then  he  made  ufe  of  all  his  deceitful, 
hypocritical  rhetorick,  toinfinuatehim- 
fe'lf  into  the  princefs's  favour  under  the 
cloak  of  piety,  which  it  was  no  hard 
matter  for  him  to  do  ;  for,  as  the  prin- 
cefs herfelf  was  naturally  good,  (he  was 
eafily  perfuaded  that  all  the  world  was 
fo  belides,  efpccially  thofe  who  made 
the  fervingof  God  their  profeflion,  and 
for  that  end  had  chofen  a  folitary  re- 
treat. 

.When  the  pretended  Fatima  had  made 
an  end  of  his  long  harangue,  the  prin- 
cefs faid  to  him  — '  I  thank  you,  good 
«  mother,  for  your  prayers;  I  have  great 
'  confidencein  them,  and  hope  God  will 

*  hear  them.     Come,  and  fit  down  by 
'  me.'  The  falfe  Fatima  fat  down  with 
an  affe£Ved  modefty.  Then  the  princefs, 
refuming  her  difcourfe,  faid — 'My  good 

*  mother,  I  have  one  thing  to  alk  you, 

*  which  you  muft  not  refule  mej  which 

«  is, 
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'  you  a  dinner;  but  remember  that  I 

*  expect  you  as  foon  as  you  have  finifh- 
'  ed  your  repaft.' 

After  the  princefs  had  dined,  and  the 
falfe  Fatima  had  been  informed  by  one 
of  the  eunuchs  that  (he  was  rifen  from 
table,  he  was   fure  to  wait  upon  her. 
My  good  mother,'  faid  the  princefs, 
I  am  overjoyed  to  have  the  company 
of  fo  holy  a  woman  as  yourlelf,  who 
will  confer  a  blefling  upon  this  pa- 
lace. But  now  I  am  (peaking  of  this 
palace,  pray  hovy  do  you  like  it  ?  And, 
before  I  (hew  it  you  all,  tell  me  fir  ft 
what  you  think  of  this  hall.' 
Upon   this  queftion,   the  counterfeit 
Fatima,  who,  to  act  his  part  the  better, 
affected  to  hang  down  his  head,  with- 
out fo  much  as  ever  once  lifting  it  up, 
at  la(t  looked  up,  and  furveyed  the  hail 
from  one  end  to  the  other;  and,  when 
he  had  examined  it  well,  faid  to  the 
princefs — (  As  far  as  I  can  judge,  who 
'  am  not  ufed  to  fuch  fine  buildings, 

*  there  wants  but  one  thing.'  —  *  And 
'  what  is  that,  good  mother?'  anfwered 
the  Princefs  Badroulboudour.     *  Tell 

*  me,  I  conjure  thee.    For  my  part,  J 
'  always  believed,  and  have  heard  it 
'   faid,  that  it  wanted  nothing:  but  if 
'  it  does,  it  (hall  be  fupplied.' 

*  Princefs,'    faid   the  falfe  Fatima, 
with  a  great  deal  of  diffimulation,  *  for- 


< is,  to  (lay  with  me,  that  you  may  en- 
'  terrain  me  v--ith  your  way  of  living  ; 
«  and  that  I  may  k-arn,  from  your  good 
1  example,  how  to  ferve  God.' — «  Prin- 

cefs,'  (aid  the  counterfeit  Fatima,  <  I 
beg  of  you  not  to  afk  what  I  cannot 
conient  to  without  neglecting  my 
prayers  and  devotion.' — *  That  (hall 
be  no  hindrance  to  you,'  anfwered  the 
>rincefs:  *  I  have  a  great  many  apart- 
ments out  of  ufe;  you  (hall  chufe 
which  you  like  beit,  and  (hall  have 
as  much  liberty  to  perform  your  de- 
voiions  as  if  you  were  in  your  own 
cell.' 

The  magician,  who  wanted  nothing 
more  than  to  introduce  himfelf  into  A- 
Jaddin's  palace,  where  it  would  be  a 
much  eafier  matter  for  him  to  execute 
his  pernicious  deiigns,  under  the  favour 
and  protection  of  the  princefs,  than  if 
he  had  been  forced  to  come  and  go  from 
the  cell  to  the  palace,  did  not  make  any 
preffing  inftances  to  cxcufe  accepting 
the  obliging  offer  the  princefs  made 
him;  but  faid  — «  Princefs,  whatever 

*  refolution  a  poor  miferable  woman, 
'  as  t  am,  may  have  made  to  renounce 
'  the  pomp  and  grandeur  of  this  world, 

*  I  dare  not  be  ib  bold  as  to  oppoie  the 
'  will  and  commands  of  ib  pious  and 
'  charitable  a  princefs.' 

Upon  this,  the  princefs,  rifir.g  up, 
faid—'  Come  along  with  me  j  1  will 

*  fhew  you  what  empty  apartments  I 

<  have,  that  you  may  make  choice  of 

*  which  you  like  beft.'    The  magician 
followed  the  Princefs  Badroulboudour; 
and,  of  all  the  apartments  (he  (hewed 
him,  made  choice  of  that  which  was  the 
woHl  fi;rni(hed,  faying  that  it  was  too 
good  for  him,  and  that  he  only  accepted 
of  it  to  pleafe  her. 

Afterwards,  the  princefs  would  have 
brought  him  back  again  into  the  great 
hall  to  make  him  dine  with  her;  but 
he  confidering  that  then  he  fiiould  be 
obliged  to  (hew  his  face,  which  he  had 
always  taken  care  to  hide,  and  fearing 
that  the  princefs  fhould  find  out  that  he 
was  not  Fatima,  he  ftienuoufty  begged 
of  her  to  difpenfe  with  him,  telling  her 
that  he  never  eat  any  thing  but  bread 
and  dried  fruits,  and  at  the  (lime  time 
defircd  to  eat  that  (light  repaft  in  his 
own  apartment  ;  which  the  princefs 
granted  him,  faying — '  You  may  be  as 
'  free  here,  good  mother,  as  if  you 
*  wert  in  your  own  cell.  I  will  order 


give  me  for  the  liberty  I  have  taken  ; 

*  but  my  opinion  is,  if  it  can  be  of  any 

*  importance,  that  if  a  roc's  egg  was 
'  hung  up  in  the  middle  of  this  dome, 

*  this  hall  would  have  no  fellow,  and 

*  would  be  the  wonder  of  the  world.' 

'  My  good  mother,'  faid  the  princefs, 

*  what  bird  is  that  roc,  and  where  may 
'  one  get  an  egg  ?' — 8  PrLncefs,'  replied 
the  p;«*ended  Fatima,  '  it  is  a  bird  of  a 

*  prodigious  fize,  which  inhabits  the 
{  top  of  Mount  Caucafus:  the  architect 
'  who  built  your  palace  can  get  you 

*  one.' 

After  the  Princefs  Badroulboudour 
had  thanked  the  falfe  Fatima  for  her 
good  advice,  which  (he  believed  fuch, 
(he  talked  with  her  upon  other  matters^ 
but  could  not  forget  the  roc's  egg,  which 
(he  made  account  to  tell  Aladdin  of 
when  he  returned  back  from  hunting-. 
He  had  been  gone  fix  days,  which  the 
magician  being  no  ftranger  to,  had  a 
mind  to  take  the  advantage  of  his  ab- 
fence  ;  but  he  returned  that  night,  after 
the  falfe  Fatima  had  taken  his  leave  of  . 

the 
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the  princefs,  and  retired  to  his  apart- 

irient.     As  foorr  as  he  arrived,  he  went 

clireclly  up  to  the  princefs's  apartment, 

kifTecl  and  embraced  her,  hut  fancied  (he 

received  him  coldly.     «  My  princefs,' 

laid  he,  '  I  think  you  are  not  Co  gay  and 

merry  as   you  ufed   to  be;   has  any 

thing   happened  during  my  abfence 

which   h;,s  difpleafed  you  or  given 

you  any  trouble  or  diffatisfaclion?  In 

the  name  of  God   do  not  hide  any 

thing  from  me;   I  will  leave  nothing 

undone  that  is  in  my  power  to  pleafe 

you.' — '  It  is  a  trifling  matter,'  re- 

jlied  the  princefs,  «  which  concerns  me 

fo  little,  that  I  could  nothave  thought 

you  would  have  perceived  any  thing 

of  it   in  my  countenance;  but,  fince 

you   have  discovered  fome  alteration 

in  me,  I  will  no  longer  difguife  a 

matter  of  fo  little  confequence  from 

you.  „ 

*  I  always  believed,  as  well  as  you,* 
continued   the    Princefs    Badroulbou- 
dour,  *  that  our  palace  is  the  moft  no- 
ble, magnificent,  and  perfect   in  the 
world;   but  I  will  tell  you  now  what 
I  find  fault  with  upon  examining  the 
hall   of  four  and  twenty  windows. 
Do  not  you  think,   as  well  as  me, 
that  it  would  be  compleat  if  a  roc's 
egg  was  hung  up  in  the  midft  of  the 
dome?1 — c  Princefs/  replied   Alad- 
5:n,    '  it  is  fufficient   that  you  think 
there  wants  one.     You  (hall  fee  what 
diligence  fhall  be  ufed  to  repair  that 
deficiency,  fince  there  is  nothing  that 
fhall  be  left  undone  for  your  fake.' 
Aladdin  left  the  Princefs  Badroul- 
boudour  that   moment,  and  went  up 
dire&ly  into  the  hall  of  four  and  twenty 
•windows;  where,  pulling  the  lamp  out 
of  his  bolbm,  which  he  always  carried 
about  him  after  the  danger  he  had  been 
in,  he  rubbed  it,  upon  which  the  Ge- 
nius immediately  appeared.  *  Genius,' 
faid  Aladdin,    *   there  wants  a   roc's 

*  e^g  to  be  hung  up  in  the  midft  of  the 

^  j    i        • 

•  dome;  I  command  thee,  in  the  name 

«  of  the  lamp,  to  repair  the  fault/  A- 
laddin  had  no  fooner  pronounced  thefe 
words,  than  the  Genius  gave  fo  terrible 
and  loud  a  cry,  that  the  hall  fhook  fo 
much,  thatAladdin  could  fcarcely  (land 
upright.  *  Wha.l  miferable  wretch,* 
laid  the  Genius,  in  a  voice  that  would 
have  made  the  jnoft  undaunted  man 
tremble,  *  is  it  not  enough  that  I  and 
«  my  companions  have  done  every  thing 
«.  for  tliec,-  but  thou,  out  of  an  un- 


heard-of piece  of  ingratitude, 
command  me  to  bring  my  mafter,  and 
hang  him  up  in  the  midft  of  this 
dome  ?  This  attempt  defcrves,  that 
thou,  thy  wife  and  palace,  mould  be 
immediately  reduced  to  a(hes.  But 
thou  art  happy  that  thou  art  not  the 
author  of  this  requeft,  and  that  it  is 
not  owing  to  thyfelf.  Know,then,that 
the  true  author  is  the  brother  of  the 
African  magician,  thy  enemy,  whom 
thou  haft  ufed  as  hedeferved.  He  is 
now  in  thy  palace,  difguifed  in  the 
cloaths  of  the  holy  woman  Fatima, 
whom  he  murdered  j  and  it  is  he  who 
has  fuggefted  to  thy  wife  to  make  this 
pernicious  demand.  His  defign  is 
to  kill  thee;  therefore  take  care  of 
thyfelf.'  After  thefe  words,  the  Ge- 
nius difappeared. 

Aladdin  loft  not  a  word  the  Genius 
had  faid.  He  had  heard  talk  of  the 
holy  woman  Fatima,  and  how  fhe  pre- 
tended to  cure  the  head-ach.  He  re- 
turned to  theprincefs's  apartment;  and, 
without  mentioning  a  word  of  what 
had  happened,  complained  very  much 
of  a  great  pain  in  his  head ;  upon  which 
the  princefs  ordered  the  holy  woman  to 
be  fetched  prefently,  and  then  told  him 
how  that  holy  woman  came  to  the  pa- 
lace, and  that  fhe  had  appointed  her  ail 
apartment. 

When  the  pretended  Fatima  came, 
Aladdin  faid — <  Come   Cither,    good 
mother;  I  am  very  glad  to  fee  you 
here.     1   am   very  much   tormented 
with  a  violent  pain  in  my  head,  and 
demand  your  afllftance,  and  hope  you 
will  not  refufe  me  that  favour,  which 
you  do  to  fo  many  perfons  afflicted 
with    this    diftemper.'     After    thefe 
words  he  rofe  up;  though,  at  the  fame 
time,  he  held  down  his  head.     On  the 
other  hand,  the  counterfeit  Fatima  ad- 
vanced towards  him,  with  his  hand  all 
the  time  on  a  dagger  he  had  in  his  gir- 
dle under  his    gown;    which  Aladdin 
obferving,  he  feized  his  hand  before  he 
had  drawn  it,  and  pierced  him  to  the 
heart  with  his  own  dagger,  and  then 
tumbled  him  down  on  the  floor. 

*   What  have   you    done,   my  dear 

*  hufband?'  cried  the  princefs,  in  a  fur- 
prize;  «  you   have  killed  the  holy  wo- 

*  man  !'— c  No,  my  dear  princefs,'  an- 
fwercd  Aladdin   without  concern,  '  I 
'  have  not  killed  Fatima,  but  a  wicked 
'  wretch  who  would  have  affaffinated 
'  me,  if  I  had  not  prevented  him.  This 

*  wicked 
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•  wicked  man,'  added  he,  uncovering 
his  face,  *  has  ftrangled  Fatima,  whom 
«  you  accufed  me  of  killing,  and  dif. 
«  guifed  himfelf  in  her  cloaths,  to  come 
«  and  murder  me:  but,  that  you  may 
«  know  him  better,  he  is  brother  to  the 
'  African  magician.'  Then  Aladdin 
told  her  how  he  came  to  know  thefe 
particulars,  and  afterwards  ordered  the 
dead  body  to  be  taken  away. 

Thus  Aladdin  was  delivered  from 
the  perfecution-cf  two  brothers,  who 
were  magicians.  Within  a  few  years 
afterwards,  the  fultan  died  in  a  good 
old  age  ;  and,  as  he  left  no  male  chil- 
dren, the  Princefs  Badroulboudour,  as 
lawful  heir  to  the  crown,  fucceeded 
him  ;  and  communicating  the  power  to 
Aladdin,  they  reigned  together  many 
years,  and  left  a  numerous  and  illuftri- 
ous  pofterity  behind  them. 

*  Sir,'  faid  the  Sultanefs  Schehera- 
zade, after  (he  had  finished  the  ftory  of 
the  Wonderful  Lamp,  *  your  majefty, 
without  doubt,  has  obferved,  in  the 
perfon  of  the  African   magician,  a 
man  abandoned  to  the  pafllon  of  pof- 
feffing  immenfe  treafures  by  the  mod 
horrid  and  deteftable  means.    On  the 
contrary,  your  majefty  fees,  in  Alad- 
din, a  perfon  of  mean  birth  raifed  to 
the  regal  dignity  by  making  ufe  of 
the  fame   treafures,  which  he  never 
fought  after  but  juft  as  he  had  an  oc- 
cafion  for  them;  and,  in  the  fultan, 
what  rifques  and  dangers  a  juft  and 
equitable  monarch  runs  of  being  de- 
throned, when,  by  an  unjuft   fear, 
and  againft  all  the  rules  of  equity,  he 
dares,    by  an  unreafonable  precipi- 
tation, condemn  an  innocent  peribn 
to  death  without  giving  him  leave  to 
juftify  himfelf.     In  ftiort,  you  muft 
abominate  thofe  two  wicked  magi- 
cians, who  facrificed  their  lives,  the 
one  to  attain  great  riches,  the  other 
to  revenge  him,  and  who  both  re- 
ceived the  chaftifements  theydeferved.' 
The  Sultan  of  the  Indies  fignified  to 
his  fpoufe  the  Sultanefs  Scheherazade, 
that  he  was  very  much  delighted  with 
the  prodigies  he  had  heard  or  the  Won- 
derful Lamp,  and  that  all  the  ftories 
which   (he  had  told  him  every  night 
gave  him  a  great  deal  of  pleafure.     In 
fhort,  they  were  all  diverting,  and  for 
the  moft  part  feafoned  with  a  good  mo- 
ral.    He  found  that  the  fultanefs  knew 
how  to  introduce  them,  and  was  not 


forry  that  me  gave  him  an  opportuni- 
ty of  fufpending,  by  this  means,  th« 
execution  of  a  vow  he  had  made,  never 
to  keep  a  woman  above  one  night,,  and 
to  put  her  to  death  the  next  day.  And 
now  he  began  to  have  no  other  thoughts 
but  to  try  if  he  could  exhauft  her  ftore. 
With  this  intention,  the  next  morn- 
ing he  prevented  Dinarzade,  and  awak- 
ed the  fultanefs  himfelf,  afldng  her  if 
me  was  at  the  end  of  all  her  (tories. 

*  At  the  end  of  all  my  (lories,  Sir! 're- 
plied the  fultanefs;  '  I  am  fo  far  from 

*  that,  that  I  cannot  tell  your  majefty  ^ 
'  well,  how  many  I  have  yet  left;  but 
'  am   more  afraid  you  will  be  fooner 

*  tired  with  hearing,  than  I  with  tell- 

*  ing  them.' 

'  Do  not  let  that  fear  difturb  you,' 
anfwered  the  fultan  -y  '  but  let  us  hear 
'  what  you  have  new  to  tell  me.* 

The  Sultanefs  Scheherazade,  encou- 
raged with  thefe  words, faid — 'I  have of- 
'  ten  entertained  your  majefty  with  the 
'  adventures  of  the  famous  Caliph  Ha- 
'  roun  Alrafchid,  who  had  a  great  ma-. 
'  ny  in  his  time;  but,  among  the  reft, 

*  I  think  none  more  worthy  of  your 

*  hearing  than  the  following,  which  I 

*  (hall  here  relate  to  you.' 


THE  ADVENTURES  OF  THE  CALIPH 
HAROUN   ALRASCHID. 

YOUR  majefty  cannot  be  infenfi- 
ble,  but  muft  have  experienced, 
that  we  are  fometimes  in  fuch  extraor- 
dinary tranfports  of  joy,  that  we  pre- 
fently  communicate  that  paffion  to  thofe 
who  come  nigh  us,  or  eafily  partake  of 
theirs.  And  fometimes  our  melancholy 
is  fo  great,  that  we  are  infupportable 
to  ourfelves  ;  and  are  fo  incapable  of 
giving  any  one  a  reafon  that  (hould  aflc 
it,  that  we  cannot  account  for  it  our- 
felves. 

The  caliph  was  one  day  in  one  of 
thefe  moody  fits,  when  his  faithful  and 
favourite  grand  vizier  Giafar  came  to 
him.  That  minifter  finding  him  alone, 
which  was  feldom,  and  perceiving  as  he 
went  nearer  to  him  that  he  was  in  a 
very  dull  humour,  and  never  lifted  up 
his  eyes,  he  made  a  full  ftop,  till  he 
would  vouchfafe  to  look  at  him. 

At  laft  the  caliph  caft  his  eyes  upon 
Giafar,  but  prefently  turned  them  away 
again,  and  remained  in  the  fame  pof- 
ture  and  fituation  as  before. 

3Y  The 
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The  grand  vizier,  obferving  nothing 
in  the  caliph's  eyes  which  regarded  him 
perfonaily,  took  the  liberty -to  (peak  to 
him,'  and  faid — '  Commander  of  the 

*  Faithful,  will  your  majefty  give  me 
«  leave  to   afk  you  from  whence  this 
«  melancholy  proceeds,  of  which  you 

*  feemed  to  me  fo  little  fufceptible?' 

«  Indeed,  vizier,'  anfwered  the  ca- 
liph, clearing  up  his  countenance,  '  I 

*  am  very  little  fubjecl  to  it,  and  had 
'  not  perceived  it  but  for  you,  and  will 
<  remain  no  longer  in  it.     If  no  new 

*  affair  brought  you  hither,  do  me  the 
«  pleafure  to  invent  fomething  to  di- 

*  vert  me.' 

«  Commander  of  the  Faithful,'  re- 
plied the  grand  vizer,  '  my  duty  oblig- 

*  ed  me  to  wait  on  you,  and  I  take  the 

*  liberty  to  remind  your  majefty,  that 

*  this  is  the  day  which  you  have  ap- 
«  pointed   to   inform    yourielf  of  the 

*  exacT:  government  of  your  capital  ci- 

*  ty,  and  the  little  places  about  it;  and 

*  this  occafion  very  opportunely  pre- 

*  fents  itfelf  to  diipelthofe  clouds  which 

*  obfcure  your  natural  gaiety.' 

«  You  do  well  to  remember  me  of  it,' 
replied  the  caliph,  *  for  I  had  entirely 

*  forajot  it.     Go  you  and  change  your 
«  drefs,  while  I  do  the  fame  by  mine.1 

They  each  put  on  the  habit  of  a  fo- 
reign merchant,  and  under  that  dif- 
guffe  went  out  by  a  back-door  of  the 
palace  garden,  which  led  into  the  fields. 
After  they  had  taken  a  round  to  the 
banks  of  the  Euphrates,  at  a  fufficient 
diftance  from  the  city  gates  on  that 
fide,  without  having  obferved  any  thing 
diforderly,  they  crofled  the  river  in  the 
•firft  boat  they  met  with,  and  making 
another  tour  on  the  other  fide,  came 
over  the  bridge  which  made  the  com- 
munication betwixt  the  two  parts  of  the 
town. 

At  the  foot  of  the  bridge  they  met 
\vith  an  old  blind  man,  who  afked  their 
alms;  the  caliph  turned  about,  and  put 
a  piece  of  gold  into  his  hand.  The 
blind  man  prefently  catched  hold  of  his 
hand,  and  flopped  him:  *  Charitable 
perfon,'  faid  he,  '  whoever  you  are, 
that  God  hath  infpired  to  be  (tow  his 
alms,  do  not  refufe  the  favour  I  afk 
you,  to  give  me  a  box  on  the  ear;  for 
I  deferve  that,  and  a  greater  punifh- 
ment.3  After  thefe  words,  he  let  the 
caliph's  hand  go,  that  he  might  ftrike; 
but.  for  fear  he  fhould  not,  held  him  fail 
by  his  deaths. 


The  caliph,  furprized  both  at  the  re- 
queft  and  aclion  of  the  blind  man,  faid 
— '  I  cannot  acquiefce  with  thy  de- 
«  mand;  and-fhall  not  IdTen  the  merit 
*  of  my  charity  by  treating  thee  as  thou 
'  wouldfthave  me.'  After  thefe' word% 
he  endeavoured  to  get  away  from  the 
blind  man. 

The  blind  man,  who  expected  the 
reluctance  of  his   benefaftor,  by    the 
long  experience  he  had  had,  did  all  he- 
could  to  hold   him.     *  Sir,'   faid  he, 
forgive  my  boldnefs  and  importuni- 
ty.    I  defire  you  would  either  give 
me  a  box  on  the  ear,  or  take  your 
alms  back  again;  for  I  cannot  receive 
it   but   on    that    condition,  without 
breaking  a  folemn  oath  which  I  made 
to  God :  and  if  you  knew  the  rea- 
fon,  you   would  agree  with  me  that 
the  puni/hment  is  very  flight.'' 
The  caliph,  not  caring  to  be  detain. 
ed  any  longer,  yielded  to  the  impor- 
tunity of  the  blind  man,  and  gave  him 
a  very  light  blow;  whereupon  he  imme- 
diately let  him  go,  and  thanked  and 
blefled  him.     When  the  caliph  and  vi- 
zier had  got  fome  fmall  diftance  from 
the  blind  man,  the  caliph  faid  to  the  vi- 
zier—-' This  blind  man  muft  certainly 
have   fome  very  fubftantial    reafons 
which  make  him  behave  himfelf  in 
this  manner  to  all  who  give  him  alms. 
I  (hould  be  glad  to  know  them;  there- 
fore return  and  tell  him  who  I  am, 
and  bid  him  not  fail  to  come  to  my 
palace  about  prayer- time  in  the  af- 
ternoon, that  I  may  have  fome  talk 
with  him.' 
The  grand  vizier  went  back,  beftow. 
ed  his  alms  on  the  blind  man,  and,  af- 
ter he  had  given  him  a  box  on  the  ear, 
told  him  the  caliph's  order,  and  then  re- 
turned  to  him  again. 

When  they  came  into  the  town,  they 
found  a  great  crowd  of  fpeclators  in 
an  open  fquare,  who  were  looking  at  a, 
handfome  well-fiiaped  young  man,  that 
was  mounted  on  a  mare,  which  lie  rode 
full  fpeed  round  the  place,  fpurring 
and  whipping  the  poor  creature  fo  bar- 
baroufly,  that  fhe  was  all  over  in  a  la- 
ther and  gore  of  blood. 

The  caliph,  amazed  at  the  inhuma- 
nity of  the  young  man,  a  iked  the  people 
if  they  knew  the  reafon  why  the  young 
man  ufed  the  mare  fo;  but  could  learn 
nothing,  but  that,  for  fome  time  j>aft, 
he  had  every  day)  at  the  fame  hour, 
treated  her  after  the  fame  manner. 

Ai 


ARABIAN  NIGHTS  ENTERTAINMENTS.       537 


As  they  went  along,  the  caliph  bid 
the  grand  vizier  take  particular  notice 
of  the  place,  and  not  fail  to  order  the 
young  man  to  come  the  next  day,  at 
the  hour  appointed  to  the  blind  man. 
But  before  the  caliph  got  to  his  palace, 
lie  obferved  in  a  ftreet  which  he  had 
not  pafTed  through  a  long  time  before, 
an  edifice  newly  built,  which  feemed 
to  him  to  be  the  palace  of  one  of  the 
great  lords  of  the  court.  He  afked 
the  grand  vizier  if  he  knew  to  whom  it 
belonged;  who  anfwered  he  did  not, 
but  would  enquire':  and  thereupon  alked 
a  neighbour,  who  told  him  that  the 
houfe  was  one  Cogia  Haffan's,  furnam- 
ed  Alhabbal,  upon  account  of  his  pro- 
feflion  of  rope-making,  which  he  had 
f'een  him  work  at  himfelf,  when  poorj 
and  that,  without  knowing  how  for- 
tune had  favoured  him,  he  had  got  fuch 
great  riches,  that  he  defrayed  honoura- 
bly and  fplendidly  the  expence  he  had 
been  atin  building,  and  lived  very  great* 

The  grand  vizier  rejoined  the  ca- 
liph, and  gave  him  a  full  account  of 
his  intelligence.  '  I  muft  fee  this  Cogia 
«  Haflan  Alhabbal,'  faid  the  caliph; 

*  therefore  go  and  tell  him,  vizier,  to 

*  come  to  my  palace  at  the  fame  hour. 
'  you  have  ordered  the  other  two.'  Ac- 
tordingly  the  vizier  obeyed. 

The  next  day, after  afternoon  prayers, 
the  caliph  retired  to  his  own  apartment, 
and  the  grand  vizier  introduced  the 
three  perfons  we  have  been  fpeakingof, 
and  prefented  them  to  the  caliph. 

They  all  three  proftrated  themfelves 
before  the  caliph;  and  when  they  rofe 
up  again,  the  caliph  afked  the  blind 
man  his  name,  who  anfwered—'  Baba 

*  Abdalla.' 

<  Baba  Abdalla,'  replied  the  caliph, 
thy  manner  of  begging  alms  feemed 
fo  ftiange  to  me  yefterday,  that,  if  it 
had  not  been  for  fome  certain  confi- 
derations,  I  fhould  not  have  complied 
with  thy  requeft,  but  fhould  have 
prevented  thee  from  giving  fcandal 
to  the  publick.  I  ordered  thee  to 
come  hither,  to  know  from  thyfelf 
what  induced  thee  to  make  that  indif- 
creet  oath  thou  haft  told  me  of,  that 
I  may  judge  whether  thou  haft  done 
well,  and  if  I  ought  to  fuffer  thee  to 
continue  in  the  practice  of  a  thing 
that  fets  fo  ill  an  example.  Tell  me 
freely,  how  fo  extravagant  a  thought 
came  into  thy  head,  and  do  not  vlif- 


'  guife  any  thing  from  me,  for  I  will 
*  abfolutely  know  the  truth.' 

BabaAbdalla, intimidated  by  this  re- 
primand, caft  himfelf  a  fecond  time  at 
the  foot  of  the  caliph's  throne,  with 
his  face  to  the  ground;  and  when  he. 
rofe  up  again,  faid — *  Commander  of 
the  Faithful,  I  muft  humbly  afk 
your  roaiefty's  pardon  for  my  bold- 
nefs,  in  daring  lo  require,  and  almofl 
force,  you  to  do  a  thing  which  indeed 
appears  fo  contrary  to  reafdn.  I  ac- 
knowledge my  crime;  but,  as  I  did 
not  then  know  your  majefty,  I  im- 
plore your  clemency,  and  hope  you 
will  confidef  my  ignorance. 
'  As  to  the  extravagancy  of  my  ac- 
tion, I  own  it,  and  that  it  muft  feent 
itrange  to  all  mankind;  but  in  the 
eyes  of  God  it  is  a  very  flight  pe- 
nance I  have  enjoined  myfelf,  for  an 
enormous  crime  I  have  been  guilty 
of,  and  for  which,  if  all  the  people 
in  the  world  were  each  to  give  me  a 
box  on  the  ear,  it  would  not  be  a  fuf- 
ficient  atonement.  Your  rhajefty  will 
judge  of  it  yourfelf,  when,  in  telling 
my  ftory,  in  obedience  to  your  com- 
mands, I  fhall  let  you  know  what 
that  heinous  crime  was.* 


THE  STORY  OF  THE  BLIND  MAX, 
BABA  ABDALLA. 

«  /COMMANDER  of  the  Faith- 
\_j  *  ful,'  continued  Baba  Abdal- 
la, *  I  was  born  at  Bagdad,  and  had 
a  pretty  fortune  left  me  by  my  father 
and  mother,  who  died  foor.  after  each 
other.  Though  I  was  then  but  very 
young,  I  did  not  fquander  away  my 
fortune,  as  moft  young  men  do,in  idle 
expences  and  debauchery;  but,  oa 
the  contrary,  ncgjlecled  no  oppor- 
tunity to  increafe  it  by  my  induftry* 
At  laft  1  became  rich  enough  to  pur- 
chafe  fourfcore  camels,  which  1  let 
out  to  merchants,  who  paid  me  well 
for  every  journey  I  went  with  them 
throughout  the  extent  of  your  maje- 
fty's  dominions. 

'  In  the  midft  of  this  happinefs,  and- 
with  an  ardent  defire  of  growing 
much  richer,  as  I  was  returning  one 
day  with  my  camels  unloaded  from 
Balfora,  whither  I  had  carried  fome 
merchandizes  that  were  to  be  ero- 
barked  for  the  Indies,  I  met  with  a 
3  Y  a  <  good 
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'  good  pafturage,  at  a  good  diftance 

*  from  any  habitation,  and  made  a  halt 

*  there,  and  let  them  graze  for  fome 
4  time.     While  I  was  fat  down,  ader- 

*  vife,  who  had  walked   from   Balfo- 
'  ra,  came  and  fat  down  by  me  to  reft 
'  himfelf :  lafked  him  from  whence  he 

*  came,  and  whence  he  was  going,  and 
'  he  did  the  fame  by  me;  and  when  we 
'  had  fatisfied  each  other's  curiofity, 
'  we  produced  our  provifions,  and  eat 
'  together. 

*  During  our  repaft,  after  we  had 

*  talked   of  a  great    many  indifferent 

*  things,  the  dervife  told   me  that  he 

*  knew  of  a  treafure  at  a  fmall  diltance 

*  from  thence,  where  there  were  fuch 

*  immenfe  riches,  that  if  my  fourfcore 
'  camels  were  loaded   with  gold  and 

*  jewels,  it  would  not  be  miffed,  and 
«  nobody  could  tell  that  any  thing  had 

*  been  taken  away. 

'This    good   news    furprized    and 

*  charmed  me  at  the  fame  time  ;  and  I 

*  was  fo  overjoyed,  that  I  fcarce  knew 

*  myfelf.     I  could  not  believe  that  the 

*  derviiewas  capable  of  telling  me  a 
«  falfity;  therefore  I  fell  upon  his  neck, 

*  andfaid— "Gooddervife,  I  know  you 
*{  value  not  the  riches  of  this  world  j 
«*  thereforewhat  fervice  can  the  know- 
*'  ledge  of  this  treafure  be  to  you?  You 
<f  are  alone,  and  cannot  carry  much  of 

*  it  away  with  you  :  (hew  me  where  ft 
«  is,  Iwill  load  allmy  camels;  and  as  an 
'  acknowledgment  of  the  favour  done 

*  me,   will  prefent  you  with   one  of 
1  them.1' 

'  Indeed,  I  offered  a  very  fmall  mat- 
ter; but  after  he  had  communicated 
that  fecret  to  me,  my  defire  of  riches 
was  become  fo  violent,  that  I  thought 
it  a  great  deal,  and  looked  upon  the 
fex'enty-nine  camels  loads  which  I  re- 
ferved  for  myfelf,  as  nothing  in  com- 
parifon  of  what  I  allowed  him. 

*  The  dervife,    though   he  faw  my 
avarice,  was  not  however  angry  at 
the  unreafonable  proffer  I  had  made 
him,  but  replied  without  the  lead  con- 
cern— "You  are  fenfible,  brother,  that 

<c  what  you  offer  me  is  not  proportion - 
•(  able  to  the  kindnefsyou  a(k  of  me.  I 
'  may  chufe  whether  or  no  I  will  com- 
'  municate  my  fecret  to  you,  and  keep 
'  the  treafure  to  myfelf;  but  what  I 
1  have  told  you  is  fufficientto  let  you 

*  know  my  good  intentions,  and  that 

*  it  is  (till  in  my  power  to  oblige  you, 

*  and  make  you  remember  roejbymak- 


ing  both  our  fortunes.  But  then 
I  haveone  other  propofition  more  juft 
and  equitable  to  make  to  you ;  it  lies 
in  your  own  breaft,  whether  or  no  you 
will  agree  to  it. 

"  You  fay,"  continued  the  dervife, 
that  you  have  fourfcore  camels  :  I 
am  ready  to  carry  you  to  the  place 
where  the  treafure  lies,  and  we  will 
load  them  with  as  much  jewels. and 
gold  as  they  well  can  carry,  on  con- 
dition  that  when  they  are  fo  loaded, 
you  will  let  me  have  one  half,  and 
you  take  the  other;  after  which  we 
will  feparate,and  both  go  which  way 
we  think  fit.  You  fee  there  is  no- 
thing  but  reafon  and  juftice  in  this 
bargain;  for  if  you  give  me  forty  ca- 
mels,  you  will  get  by  my  means 
wherewithal  to  purchafe  thoufands 
more." 

'  I  could  not  difown  but  there  was 
a  greal  deal  of  juftice  in  what  the  der- 
vife  faid  :  but,  without  considering 
what  riches  I  fhould  gain  in  accept- 
ing  of  the  conditions  he  propofed,  I 
could  not  without  reluftancy  think  of 
parting  with  my  forty  camels,  efpeci- 
ally  when  I  confidered  that  the  der- 
vife  would  then  be  as  rich  as  myfelf. 
But  as  it  was  no  time  to  hefitate  long 
on  fuch  an  affair,  but  I  muft  either 
accept  of  the  propofal,  or  refolve  to 
repent  all  my  life-time  after,  of  lof- 
ing  an  opportunityof  obtaining  a  great 
fortune,  that  inftant  I  went  and  ga- 
thered  up  all  my  camels;  and  after 
we  had  travelled  fome  time,  we  came 
into  a  large  fpacious  valley^,  the  en- 
trance  into  which  was  fo  narrow,  that 
two  camels  could  not  go  a-breaft. 
The  two  mountains  which  formed 
this  valley  were  femicircular,  but  fo 
high  and  craggy,  that  there  was  no 
fear  of  being  feen  by  any  body. 
'  When  we  came  between  thefe  two 
mountains,  the  dervife  faid  to  me 
"  Stop  your  camels,  and  make  them 
kneel  down,  that  we  may  load  them 
the  eafier,  and  I  will  proceed  to  dif- 
cover  the  treafure." 
*  I  did  as  the  dervife  bid  me ;  and 
going  to  him  afterwards,  found  him 
with  a  match  in  one  hand,  and  ga- 
thering  (ticks  with  the  other,  to  light 
a  fire;  which  he  had  no  (boner  done, 
but  he  caft  a  perfume  into  it,  and  pro. 
nouncing  fome  words,  which  I  did 
not  underftand,  there  arofe  a  thick 
cloud  prefently  :  this  cloud  feparat- 
<  ed 
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«  ed  foon,  and  then  a  large  rock,  which 

<  ftood  between  the  two  mountains  in 
«  the  midft  of  the  plain,  and  which  was 
f  of  a  prodigious  height,  and  feemed 

<  to  be  very  folid,  opened  like  two  fold- 

*  ing  doors,  and  expo  fed  to  view  a  mag- 

<  nificent  palace  built  in  the  hollow  of 
«  a  rock,  which  was  hewed,  and  feem- 
«  ed  to  be  rather  the   workmanfhip  of 
«  Genii  than  men ;  for  no  man   could 
«  ever  have  been   fo  bold,  as  to  have 
«  undertaken  fuch  a  furprizing  work. 

«  But  I  muft  not  forget  to  tell  your 

*  majefty,  I  could  not  have  patience  to 
c  make  any  obfervation;  I  admired  only 
'  the  immenfe  riches  which  I  faw  on  all 
«  fides;    and,  without  (laying  to  ob- 

*  ferve  the  juft  regularity  in  which  the 
f  treafures  were  ranged,  like  a  hungry 
«  eagle  feizing  her  prey,  I  fell  upon  the 
«  fit  ft  heap  of  golden  money  that  I  was 
'  near  to,  and  began  to  fill  the  fack  I 
'  had  in  my  hand,  as  full  as  I  thought 
«  I  could  carry  it.    The  facks  were  all 
«  large,  and  with  my  good  will  I  would 
«  have  filled  them  all  5  but  1  was  oblig- 
'  ed  to  proportion  my  burden  to  the 
'  ftrength  of  my  camels.     Thedervife 

*  did  the  fame;  but  I  perceived  he  had 

<  got  to  an  heap  of  jewels,  upon  which 
«  I  followed  his  example,  and  we  took 
'  away  much  more  jewels  than  gold. 

*  At  laft,  when  we  had  filled  our  facks, 
'  and  loaded  our  camels,  we  had  no- 
'  thing  left  to  do  but  to  (hut  up  the 
«  treafure,  and  go  our  way. 

*  But  before  we  departed,  the  der- 

<  vife  went  again    into   the   treafure, 
«  where  there  wereagreat  manywrought 

*  veflels  of  gold  of  different  forts  and 

*  fizes,   which   contained   things   that 
«  were  precious.  I  obferved  that  he  took 
'  out  of  one  of  thefevefiels  a  little  box 
'  of  a  certainwood,  which  I  knew  not, 

*  and  put  it  into   his  breaft;  but  firft 

*  (hewed  me  that  it  contained  only  a 

*  kind  of  pomatum. 

*  The  dervife  ufed  the  fame  ceremo- 

*  ny  to  fhutthe  treafure  as  he  had  done 
'  toopenit;  and  after  he  had  pronounced 

*  fome  certain  words,  the  doors  of  the 
'  treafury  (hut  again, and  the  rockfeem- 
'  ed  as  whole  and  entire  as  before. 

*  Then  he  divided  our  camels;  I  put 

*  myfelf  at  the  head  of  the  forty  which 

*  I  referved  for  myfelf,  and  the  dervife 
'  at  the  head  of  the  reft.  We  came  out 
«  of  the  valley  by  the  fame  paflage  we 
'  went  in,  and  travelled  together  till 
«  we  came  to  the  great  road,  \vhere  we 


were  to  part;  the  dervife  to  go  to  Bal- 
fora,  and  I  to  Bagdad.  To  thank  him 
for  fo  great  a  kindnefs,  I  made  ufeof 
the  moftexprefiive  terms,to  teftify  my 
acknowledgment  for  the  preference 
he  had  given  me  before  all  mankind, 
in  letting  me  have  a  (hare  of  fuch 
riches.  We  embraced  each  other  with, 
a  great  deal  of  joy,  and  then  took  our 
leaves  with  an  hearty  adieu. 
*  I  had  not  gt>ne  many  paces  before 
vile  ingratitude  and  envy  poflefTed 
my  heart,  and  I  deplored  the  lofs  of 
my  forty  camels,  and  much  more  the 
riches  wherewith  they  were  loaded. 
'  The  dervife,"  faid  I  to  myfelf,  "  ha* 
'  nooccafion  for  all  thefe  riches;  he  is 

*  mafter  of  the  treafure,  and  may  have 
'  as  much  ashe  pleafes:"  So  I  delivered 

myfelf  up  to  the  blacked  ingratitude, 
and  determined  immediately  to  take 
the  camels,  as  they  were  loaded,  from 
him. 

'  To  execute  this  defign,  I  firft  flop- 
ped my  own,  and  afterwards  ran  after 
the  dervife,  and  called  to  him  as  loud 
as  I  could,  giving  him  to  underftand 
that  I  had  fomething  material  to  fay 
to  him,  and  made  a  fign  to  him  to 
flop  his,  and  ftay  for  me  j  which  he 
acccordingly  did. 

'  When  I  came  up  to  him,  I  faid— 

"  Brother,  I  had  MO  fooner  parted  from. 

"  you, buta  thought  came  into  myhead, 

"  which  neither  of  us  had  reflected  OR 

"  before.  You  are  a  good  dervife,  ufed 

*'  to  live  in    tranquillity,    difengaged 

"  from  all  the  cares  of  the  world,  and 

*'  intent  upon1  ferving  God:  you  know 

{  not,  perhaps,  what  trouble  you  have 

'  taken  upon  yourfelf,  to  take  care  of 

'  fomanycamels;  if  you  would  takemy 

c  advice,  I  would  have  you  to  have  but 

'  thirty,  you  will  find  it  troublefome 

'  enough  to  manage  them.    Take  my 

'  word,  I  have  had  experience." 

*'  I  believe  you  are  in  the  right  of  it,'* 

replied  the  dervife,  who  found  he  was 

not  able  to  contend  with  me;  "I  owrv 

'  I  never  fo  much  as  thought  of  it:  I 

'  begin  already  to  be  uneafy  at  what 

'  you  have  reprefented  to  me.     Chufe 

*  which  ten  you  pleafe,  and  take  them 
'  in  God's  name." 

'  I  fet  ten  apartj  and  after  I  had 
turned  them  about,  I  put  them  in  the 
road  to  follow  my  others.  I  could  not 
have  imagined  that  the  dervife  would 
be  fo  eafily  perfuaded  to  part  with  his 
camels,  which  increafed  my  cove.- 
*  toufnefs, 
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*  toufnefs,  and  made  me  flatter  myfelf, 

*  that  it  would  be   no  hard  matter  to 

*  get  ten  more  :   wherefore,  inftead  of 

*  thanking  him  for  his  prefent,  I  laid 

*  to  him  again— "Brother,  the  inteYeft 
•*  I  take  in  your  repofe  is  fo  great,  that 
*'  I  cannot   refolve  to  part   with   you 
•«  without  defiring  you  to  confider  once 
*'  more,  how  difficult  a  thing  it   is  to 
'*  govern  thirty  loaded  camels,  efpeci- 
**  ally  you  who  are  not  ufed  to  f'uch 
*'  work  :  you  will  find  it  much  better 
**  to  return  me  as  many  more  back  as 
•'  you  have  done  already.  What  I  tellyou 
"  is  not  for  my  own  fake  and   intereft, 
*'   but  to  do  you  the  greater   pleafure. 
"  Eafe  yourfelf  then  of  the  camels,  and 
"  leave  them  to  me,  who  can  manage 
«f  an  hundred  as  well  as  one." 

«  My  difcourfe  had  the  defired  effect 
'  upon  thedervife,  who  gave  me,  with- 
«  out  any  hefitation,  the  other  ten  ca- 
«  mels;  fo  that  he  had  but  twenty  left, 
«  and  I  was  matter  of  fixty,  and  might 

*  boaft  of  as  great  riches  as  moft  fove- 
'  reigr,  princes;  but  for  all  that  could 

*  not  be  content    for  as  a  perfon  afflict  - 

*  ed  with  a  dropfy,  the  more  he  drinks, 
«  the  more  thirfty  he  is,  fo  I  became 
<  more  greedy  and  defirous  of  the  other 
«  twenty  camels. 

*  1  redoubled  my  felicitations,  pray- 

*  ers,  and   importunities,  to  make  the 
«  dervife  condefcend  to  grant  me  ten  of 
«  the  twenty,  which  he  did  with  a  good 
'  grace ;  and,  as  to  the  other  ten  he  had 
'  left,  I  embraced  him,  kiffed  him,  and 
'  carefled  him,  conjuring  him  not  to 
'  refufe  me,  but  to  compleat  the  obli- 
'  gation  I  mould  ever  have  to  him,  and 

*  crown  my  joy,   by   giving  me  them 
'  alfb.     "  Make  a  good  ufe  of  them, 
"  brother,"  faid  the  dervife  "  and  re- 
"  member   that   God  can  take  away 
**  riches  as  well  as  give  them,  if  we  do 
•*  not  afiift  the  poor,  whom  he  makes  fo 
"  on  purpofe,  that  the  rich  may  merit 
*'  by  their  charity  a  greater  recoin pence 
•'  in  the  other  world." 

*  My  blindnefs  was  then  fo  great, 
€  that  I  could  not  profit  by  fo  whole- 

*  fome  advice :   I  was    fo  far  from  it, 

*  that  I  was  not  content,  though  I  had 
«  my  forty  camels  again,   and   knew 
«  they  were  loaded  with  an  ineftimable 

*  treafure.     But  a  thought  came  into 

*  my  head, that  the  little  box  of  poma- 
'  tur.i  which  the  dervife   (hewed   me, 
'  had   fomerhing   in   it  more   precious 

*  than  ail  the  nches  which  I  was  ob- 


'  liged  to  him  for.    «  The  place  from 
"  whence  the  dervife  took  it,"  faid  I  t 
c  niyfelf,  "  and   his  care  to  fecure  it, 
"   rrakes  me  believe  there  is  fomethinj 
"  myfterious  in  it."    I  then  embrace 
«  him  again,  and  bid  him  adieu;  and  as  I 

*  turned  about  from  him,  faid — "What 
"  will  you  do  with  that  little  box  of 
"  pomatum  ?  It  feems  fnch  a  trifle,'* 

*  faid  I,  "  it  is  not  worth  your  carry- 
"  ing  away;  I  defire  you  would  make 
e<  me  a  prefent  of  it ;  for  what  occafion 
«'  has  a  dervife,  as  you  are,  who  has 
"  renounced  the  vanities  of  thewojld, 
"  for  potnatum  ?" 

*  I  wiih  to  heaven  he  had  refufed  me 
'  that  box;  but  if  he  had,  J  was  ftrong- 
'  er  than  him,  and  was  refolved  to  have 
'  taken  it  from  him  by  force  ;  and  not- 

*  withftanding  my  obligation   to  him, 
'  not  to  have  iuffered  him  to  have  car- 
'  ried  away  the  Jeaft  thing  of  the  trea- 
c  fure. 

'  The  dervife,  far  from  denying  me, 
'  prefently  pulled  it  out  of  his  bofom, 

*  arid  preienting  it  to  me  with  an  ex- 
'  traordinary  grace,  faid — ««  Here  take 
"  it,   brother,    and  be  content.     If  I 
*'  could  do  more  for  you,   you  needed 
"  but  to  have  afked  for  it;  you  fee  I 
"  am  ready  and  willing  tofatisfy  you." 

*  When  I  had  the  box  in  my  hand,  I 
'  opened  it;  and,  looking  at  the  poma- 
'  turn,  faid  to  him—"  Since  you  have 
"  hitherto   been   fo  good,  I  am  fure 
"  you  will  not  refufe  me  this  one  fa- 
'«  vour;  which  is,  to  tell  me  the  particu- 
"  lar  ufe  of  this  pomatum." 

•**  The  ufe  is  very  furprizing  and  vvon- 
"  derful,"  replied  the  dervife:  "if  you 
"  apply  a  little  of  this  pomatum  round 
"  the  left-eye,  and  upon  the  lid,  you  ~ 
*'  will  fee  all  the  treafures  contained  in 
*c  the  bofom  of  the  earth  ;  but  if  you 
"  apply  it  to  the  right-eye,  it  will  make 
te  you  blind." 

*  I  would  make  the  experiment  my- 
«  felf.  "Take  the  box,"faid  I  to  the  der- 
'  vile,  "  and  apply  fome  of  this  poma- 
"  tiun  to  my  left  eye;  you  underftand 
"  how  to  do  it  better  than  I;  for  I  long 
"  to  make  an  experiment  of  a  thing 
"  whichfeemsfo  incredible  to  me."  Ac- 

*  coraingly  I  (hut  my  left^eye,  and  the 
'  dervife  applied  the  pomatum.  When 

*  he  had  done,  J  opened  my  eye;  I  faw 
'  immenfe  treafures,    and  fuch  prodi- 
'  gious  riches,  fo  diverlified,  that  it  is 
«  impoflible  for  me  to  give  an  account 

*  of  them ;  but  as  I  was  obliged  to  keep 
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*  my  right-eye  (hut  all  the  time  with 
«  my  hand,  and  that  tired  me,  I  defired 
<  the  det-vife  to  apply  ibme  of  the  po- 

*  matum  to  that  eye. 

"  I  am  ready  to  do  it,"  faid  the  der- 
«  vife:  "  but  you  ought  to  remember 
««  what  I  told  you,  that  if  you  put  any 
«  of  it  upon  your  right-eye,  you  will 

prefently  be  blind;  for  fuch  is  the 
" 


*'  virtue  of  the  pomatum, 

«  Far  from  being  perfuaded  of  the 
'  truth  of  what  the  dervife  faid,  I,  on 
«  the  contrary,  imagined  that  there  was 
«  fome  new  myftery,  which  he  would 

*  hide  from  me  :  "  Brother,"  replied  I 
'  fmiling,  *'  it  is  unnatural  that  this  po- 
"  matum  mould  havetwofuch  contrary 
"  effects  5  I  fee  you  have  only  a  mind  to 
«*  make  me  believe  fo." 

"  The  thing  is  as  I  tell  you, "replied 
«  the  dervife,  taking  the  name  of  God 
'  to  bear  witnefs  ;  "  you  ought  to  be- 
"  lieve  me,  for  I  cannot  diiguife  the 
t(  truth." 

*  However,  I  had  not  faith  enough 

*  to  believe  the  dervife,  who  fpoke  like 
«  an  honelt  man  :  my  unfurmountable 
'  defire  of  feeing  all  the  treafures  in  the 

*  world,  and  perhaps  of  enjoying  what 
«  I  had  a  mind  to,  had  fuch  an  effect 
«  upon  me,  that  I  could  not  hearken  to 

*  his  remonftrances,  nor  be  perfuaded 
«  of  a  thing  which  was   however  but 
'  too  much  matter  of  fact,  as  I  to  my 

*  great  misfortune  foon  experienced. 

*  I  imagined,  that  if  that  pomatum, 
<  by  being  applied  to  the  left-eye,  had 
'  the  virtue  of  (hewing  me  all  the  trea- 
«  fares  of  the  earth  ;  by  being  applied 

*  to  my  right,  it  might  have  the  power 
'  of  putting  them  in  mydifpofal.    Pof- 

*  feffed  with  this  thought,  I  obftinately 
'  prefled  the  dervife  to  apply  the  poma- 

*  turn  to  my  right -eye  ;  but  he  as  pofi- 
«  lively  refufed  me.     "Brother,"  faid 

*  he,  t(  after  I  have  done  you  fo  much 
"  fervice,  I  cannot  refolve  to  do  you  fo 
«'  great  an  injury:  confider  with  your- 
«'  felf,  what  a  misfortune  it  is  to  be  de- 

'  prived  of  one's  eye-fight ;  therefore 
{  do  not  reduce  me  to  the  hard  neceflaty ' 
'  of  obliging  you  in  a  thing  which  you 
1  will  repent  of  all  your  life-time  af» 
'  ter/' 

'  In  (hort,  my  obftinacy  was  fo  pre- 
vailing, that  I  faid  to  him — "Brother, 
4  learnedly  defire  you  to  lay  afide  all 
«  difficulties  you  ftart:  you  havegrant- 
'  ed  me  generoullyall  that  I  have  afk- 
*f  ed  of  you  hitherto  j  and  would  you 


{(  have  me  go  away  unfatisfied  at  laft, 
"  abouta  thing  of  fo  little  confequence? 
«'  For  God'sfake,  grant  me  this  lall  fa- 
"  vour:  whatever  happens,  I  will  not 
"  lay  the  blame  on  you,  but  take  itup- 
"  on  myfelf." 

•  The  dervife  made  all  the  refinance 
poffible  j  but  knowing  that  I  was  able 
to  force  him  to  do  it,  he  faid — "  Since 
you  will  ablblutely  have  me,  I  will 
fatisfy  you;"  and  thereupon  took  a 
little  of  the  pomatum,  and  applied  it 
to  my  right-eye,  which  I  kept  (hut ; 
but,  alas  !  when  I  came  to  open  both 
my  eyes,  I  could  fee  nothing,  but  be- 
came blind  as  you  fee  me  now. 
"  Ah!  dervife, "cried  I  that  moment, 

*  what  you  foretold  me  is  but  too  true. 
Fatal  curiofity,"  added  I  "  infatiable 
defire  of  riches,  into  what  an  abyis 
of  miferies  have  you  cad  me !  I  an* 
now  fenlible  what  misfortune  I  have. 

'  brought  upon  myfelf.  Butyou,dear 

'  brother,"  cried  I,  addrefHng  myfelf 

to  the  dervife,  "who  are  fo  charitable 

*  and  good,  examine  into  the  wonder. 
'  ful  fectets  you  know,  and  fee  if  you 
'  have  not  one  to  reliore  me  to  my  fight 
'  again." 

"  Miferable  wretch  !"  anfwered  the 
dervife,  "  if  thou  wouldll  have  been 
advifed  by  me,  thou  wouldft  have  a- 
voided  this  misfortune:  but  thou  haft 
thydeferts;  the  blindnefs  of  thy  mind 
was  the  caufe  of  the  lofs  of  thy  eyes. 
It  is  true,!  have  fecrets,  and  thou  ia 
t(  the  little  time  I  have  been  with  thec, 
knowefl  1  havej  but  none  to  reftore 
thee  to  thy  fight.  Pray  to  God,  if 
thou  believeft  there  is  one;  it  is  he 
alone  that  can  reftore  it  to  thee.  He 
gave  thee  riches,  of  which  thou  wert 
unworthy,  and  takes  them  from  thee 
again,  and  will  by  my  hands  give 
them  to  men  not  fo  ungrateful  as 
thou." 

*  The  dervife  faid  no  more,    and  I 
had  nothing  to  reply  ;  he  left  me  ta 
myfelf,  quite  confounded,  and  plung- 
ed in  inexprefljble  grief.  After  he  had 
gathered  my  camels,   he  carrieci  them 
away,  and  uurfued  the  road  to  Bal- 
fora. 

*  I  defired  him  not   to  leave  me  in 
that  miferable  condition •,  but  to  con- 
duct me  to  the  firft  caravan  ;  but  ha 
was  deaf  to  my  prayers  and  entreaties. 
Thus  deprived  of  fight,  and  all  I  had 
in  the  world,  1  mould  have  died  with 
ariiiction  and  hunger,  if  the  next  day 

'«  a  caravajn, 
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*  a  caravan,  returning  from  Balfora,had 

*  not  received  me  charitably,  and  car- 

*  ried  me  to  Bagdad. 

«  After  this  manner  I  was  reduced, 
«  without  remedy,  from  a  condition 

*  worthy  the  envy  of  princes  for  rich- 

*  es  and  magnificence,  though  not  for 

*  power,  to  beggary.     I  had  no  other 

*  way  to  fubfift,  but  muft  refolve  to 

*  aik  chanty,  which  I  have  done  till 

*  now.  But  to  expiate  my  offence  againft 

*  God,  I  enjoin  myfelf,  by  way  of  pe- 
«  nance,  a  box  on  the  ear  from  every 

*  charitable  perfon  that  fhould  commi- 

*  ferate  my  condition. 

«  This,  Commander  of  the  Faithful, 

*  is  the  motive  which  feemed  fo  ftrangp 

*  to  your  majefty  yefterday,  and  for 
«  which  I  ought  to  incur  your  indigna- 
«  tion.     I  afk  your  pardon  once  more 

*  as  your  flave,  and  fubmit  to  receive 
'  the  chaftifement  I  deferve  :  and  if  you 

*  vouchfafe  to  pronounce  any  thing  on 
«  the  penance  I  have  impofed  upon  my- 
«  felf,  I  am  ready  to  undergo  it,  fmce 
<  I  am  perfuaded  you  think  it  too  flight 
«  and  too  little  for  my  crime/ 

When  the  blind  man  had  made  an  end 
of  his  ftory,  the  caliph  faid — 'Baba  Ab- 
'  dalla,  thy  fin  is  great;  but,  God  be 

*  praifed!  thou  knoweft  both  the  en- 

*  ormity  of  that,  and  thy  penance.  As 

*  for  the  firft,  thou  muft  afk  God's  par- 
«  don  for  it  in  every  prayer  thy  religion 
«  obliges  thee  to  fay  everyday:    and, 
'  that  thou  mayefl  not  be  prevented  by 
«  the  care  of  getting  thy  living,  I  will 

*  fettle  a  charity  on  thee  during  thy 

*  life  of  four  filver  drachmas  a  day, 

*  which  my  grand  vizier  mail  give  thee  j 
«  therefore  do  not  go  till  he  hasexecut- 

*  ed  my  orders.' 

At  thefe  words,  Baba  Abdalla  pro- 
ftratedhimfelf before  the  caliph's  throne; 
and  rifmg  up,  returned  him  thanks,  and 
wifhed  him  all  happinefs  and  profpe- 
rity. 

The  Caliph  Haroun  Alrafchid,  very 
well  Satisfied  with  the  ftory  of  Baba  Ab- 
dalla and  the  dervife,  addreffed  himfelf 
to  the  young  man  who  ufed  his  mare  fo 
ill,  and  afked  him  his  name;  to  which 
he  replied — '  Sidi  Nonman.' 

*  Sidi  Nonman,'  then  faid  the  caliph, 
I  have  feen  horfes  exercifed  all  my  life, 
and  have  often  exercifed  them  myfelf, 
but  never  after  fo  barbarous  a  manner 
as  you  yefterday  treated  your  mare  in 
the  open  fquare,  to  the  great  fcandal 
of  all  the  fpe&atwrs,  who  murmured 


loudly  againft  thee.  In  Ihort,  I  my. 
felf  was  not  much  lefs  difplsafed ;  and 
had  like,  contrary  to  my  intention,  ta 
have  discovered  who  I  was,  to  have 
remedied  that  diforder.  By  thy  air 
and  behaviour,  thou  doft  not  feem  to 
be  fo  barbarous  and  cruel  a  man;  and 
therefore  I  would  believe  that  thou 
hadft  reafon  for  what  thou  didft,  fmce 
I  am  informed  that  this  was  not  the 
firft  time,  but  that  thou  doft  praftife 
the  fame  thing  every  day.  I  would 
know  what  is  the  caufe,  and  fent  for 
thee  for  that  purpofe,  that  thou  fhouldft 
tell  me  the  truth,  and  difguife  nothing 
from  me.' 
Sidi  Nonman  foon  underftood  what 
the  caliph  demanded  of  him  :  the  rela- 
tion was  painful  to  him;  he  changed 
colour  feveral  times,  and  could  not  help 
(hewing  how  great  an  embarraflment  he 
was  in.  However,  he  muft  refolve  to 
tell  his  ftory;  but,  before  he  fpoke,  he 
proftrated  himfelf  before  the  caliph's 
throne j  and  after  he  rofe  up  again,  en- 
deavoured to  fpeak  to  fatisfy  the  caliph, 
but  was  fo  confounded,  not  fo  much  at 
the  prefence  of  the  caliph,  but  the  na- 
ture of  his  relation,  that  he  was  fpeech- 
lefs. 

The  caliph,  notwithftanding  his  na- 
tural impatience  to  be  obeyed,  mewed 
not  the  leaft  anger  at  Sidi  Nonman's 
filence;  he  faw  plainly  that  he  either 
had  not  an  aflurance  to  fpeak  to  him, 
or  was  intimidated  by  the  tone  of  his, 
voice  ;  or,  in  fhort,  that  he  had  a  mind 
to  conceal  fome  things. 

«  Sidi  Nonman,'  faid  the  caliph,  to 
encourage  him,  *  do  not  be  da/lied;  but 
tell  me  thy  ftory,  as  if  thou  wertfpeak- 
ing  to  thy  moft  familiar  friend.  If 
there  is  any  thing  in  thy  relation  which 
troubles  thee,  and  thou  thinlceft  I  may 
be  offended  at  it,  I  pardon  thee  now; 
therefore  do  not  be  uneafy,  but  fpeak 
boldly  and  freely,  and  difguife  no- 
thing.' 

Sidi  Nonman,  encouraged  by  thefe 
aft  words  of  the  caliph,  laid — *  Com- 
mander of  the  Faithful,  whatever  ap- 
prehenfjons  a  man  may  be  under  at 
your  majefty's  prefence,  I  am  fenfible 
that  refpeftful  apprehenfion  would 
not  deprive  me  of  the  ufeof  myfpeech> 
and  to  fail  in  my  obedience  to  you, 
in  any  other  matter  but  this  you  afk  of 
me.  I  dare  not  fay  I  am  the  moft  per- 
feel:  of  men  ;  yet  I  am  not  wicked^ 
enough  to  have  committed,  or  to  have 
«  had 
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«  had  an  intention  of  committing,  any 
4  thing  againft  the  laws  to  fear  their 
4  feverity;  and  yet  I  cannot  fay  I  am 
4  exempt  from  fin  through  ignorance: 
4  in  this  cafe  I  would  not  depend  upon 
4  your  majefty's  pardon,  but  will  fuh- 
4  mit  myfelf  to  your  juftice,  and  receive 
«  the  punilhment  Idefeive.  I  own,  that 
4  the  treatment  of  my  mare,  which  I 
4  have  tiled  fome  time,  ant'  your  ma- 
'  jefty  was  witnefs  of,  is  very  ftrange 
«  and  crutl,  and  lets  an  ill  example  : 
'  but  I  hope  yqu  will  think  the  motive 

*  well  grounded,  and  that  I  am  more 

*  worthy  of  compaflion  than  chaftife- 
'  ment.    But,  not  to  keep  your  majelty 
«  any  longer  in  fufpence  by  a  long  pre- 
'  amble,  I  will  tell  you  my  flory.' 


THE   STORY  OF   SIDI  NONMAN.       . 

«  pOMMANDER  of  the  Faithful,' 

^  faid  Sidi  Nonman,  *  I  mall  not 

'  trouble  your  majefty  with  my  birth, 

<  which   is  not  illuftrious  enough  to 

*  merit  your  attention.     For  my  for- 

*  tune,  my  parents,  by  their  good  oeco- 
4  nomy,  left  me  enough  to  live  on  like 
'  an  lioneft  man,  free  from  ambition, 

*  or  being  a  charge  to  any  one. 

*  With  thefe  advantages,   the  only 

*  thing  that  I  wanted  to  render  my  hap- 

*  pinefs  compleat,  was  a  loving  wife, 
4  who  might  partake  of  them  with  me: 
4  but  that  was  a  blefling  it  pleafed  God 
'  not  to  grant  me  ;  on  the  contrary,  it 

*  was  my  misfortune  to  have  one  who, 

*  the  next  day  after  our  wedding,  be- 
'  gan  to  exercife  my  patience  in  a  man- 
'  ner  not  to  be  conceived  by  any  one 
4  that  has  not  had  the  fame  trial. 

*  As  it  is  a  cuftom  for  us  to  marry 
'  without  feeing  or  knowing  who  we 

*  are  to  marry,  your  majefty  is  fenfible 
-*  that  a  hufband  lias  no  reafon  to  com- 

*  plain,  when  he  finds  that  the  wife  who 
4  is  made  choice  of  for  him,  is  not  hor- 
4  ribly  ugly  and   deformed,  arid  that 
4  her  carriage,  wit,  and  behaviour,  cor- 
4  reft  any  flight  imperfe&ions  of  the 
«  body. 

4  The  firft  time  I  faw  my  wife  bare- 
'  faced  after  (he  was  brought  home  with 
4  the  ufual  ceremonies  to  my  houfe,  I 
4  rejoiced  to  find  that  I  had  not  been 
4  impofed  upon  in  the  defcription  of  her 
4  perfon,  which  pleaied  me,  and  was 

*  agreeable  to  my  inclination. 

•  The  next  day  after  our  wedding. 


4  when  our  dinner  was  ferved  up,  which 

*  confifted  of  feveral  dimes,  I  went  into 
4  the  room  where  the  cloth  was  laidj 
'  and  not  finding  my  wife  there,  or- 
4  dered  her  to  be  called,  who,  afterfhe 
4  had  made  me  wait  a  long  time,  at  lad 

*  ct;me.     I  diflembled  my  impatience, 
4  and  we  fat  down  at  table,  and  I  began 
'  to  eat  rice  with  a  fpoon,  as  ufual. 

4  On  the  other  hand,  my  wife,  in- 
c  ftead  of  making  ufeof  a  fpoon,  pulied 
4  a  little  cafe  out  of  her  pocket,  and 
4  took  out  of  it  an  ear -picker,  with 
4  which  (he picked  up- the  rice  grain  by 
4  grain. 

4  Surprized  at  this  manner  of  eating, 
4  I  faid  to  her — "  Amina,"  (  vhxh  was 
4  her  name)  "  are  you  ufed  to  eat  rice 
44  fo  in  your  family?  or  d  >  you  do  it 
44  becaufe  you  are  a  little  eater?  or 
"  would  you  count  the  grains,  that 
"  you  may  not  eat  more  at  one  time 
"  than  another?  If  you  do  it  out  of 
44  favingnefs,  and  to  learn  me  not  to  be 
4<  extravagant,  you  have  no  icafon  to 
44  fear  that  j  for  I  can  affuie  you  we 
"'(hall  not  ruin  ourfelves  that  way. 
"  We  have,  God  be  thanked,  enough 
44  to  live  atoureafe,  without  depriving 
"  ourfelves  of  necefiaries.  Do  not  re- 
4<  ftrain  yourfelf,  my  dear  Amina$  but 
44  eat  as  you  fee  me  eat."  The  affable 
4  manner  in  which  I  made  thefe  re- 
4  monftrances,  might  have  gained  fome 

*  obliging  anfwer;     but  me,  without 
4  faying  a  word,  continued  to  eat  after 
4  the  fime  manner.     At  laft,  to  make 
4  me  the  more  uneafy,  fhe  very  feldoin 
4  ate  a  grain  of  rice;    and,  initead  of 
4  eating  any  of  the  other  meats  with 
4  me,  me  now  and  then  putfomecrumbs 

*  of  bread  into  her  mouth,   but  not  fo 
4  much  as  a  fparrow  would  have  eaten. 

4  I  was  very  much  provoked  at  her 
4  obftinacy;  but  yet,  to  excufe  her,  I 

*  imagined  ihat  me  had  not  been  ufed 

*  to  eat  with  men,  much  mere  with  a 
'   hufband,  before  whom  (he  might  per- 

*  haps  have  been  taught  to  be  reitrain- 
4  ed  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  thought  me 
'   carried  herfimplicity  too  far.  Ifancied, 
4  again, that  me  might  nave  breakfaited 
4  late,  or  that  me  might  have  a  mind  to 
4  eat  alone,  and  more  at  liberty.  Thefe 
4   confrJei  ations  prevented  me  from  fay- 
4  ing  any  more  to  bei  then  to  ruffle  her 
4   temper,  or  to  fhew  any  fign  of  diffa- 
4  tisfaclion.     After  dinner  I  left  her,' 

*  but  not  with  an  air  that  Ihewed  any 
4  difpieafure. 

3  Z  «  At 
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*  At  night,  at  fupper,  (he  did  the 
fame;  and  the  next  day,  and  every 
time  we  ate  together,  behaved  herfeif 
after  the  fame  manner.  I  knew  it  was 
impoilible  for  a  woman  to  live  on  fo 
little  victuals, and  that  there  was  fome 
myftery  in  it,  which  I  did  not  under- 
ft«nd.    This  made  me  refolve  to  dif- 
femble  ;  I  feemed  to  take  no  notice  of 
her  actions,  in  hopes  that  time  would 
bring  her  to  live  with  me  as  I  de- 
fired  (he  ftiauld  :   but  my  hopes  were 
in  vain  5   and  it  was  not  long  before 
I  was  convinced  they  were  fo. 

*  One  night,  when  Amina  thought 
me  fa  ft  afleep,  (he  got  out  of  bed  foft- 
ly,  dieffed  herfeif  with  great  precau- 
tion, not  to  make  a,  noife  for  fear  of 
waking  me.    I  could  not  comprehend 
what  her  defign  was;  but  curiofity 
made  me  feign  a  found  (leep;  and  as 
foon  as  (he  had   dreffed  herfeif,  file 
crept  foftly  out  of  the  room. 

*  When  her  back  was  turned,  I  got 
up,  threw  my  gown,  over  my  (bould- 
ers, and  had  Lime  enough  to  fee  her, 
by  a  window  that  looked   into  my 
court -yard,    go   out   at   the    ftreet- 
door. 

*  1  ran  prefently  down  to  the  door, 
which  (he  left  half-open,  and  follow- 
ed her  by  moon-light  till  fne  went  into 
a  burying-ground  juft  by  our  houfe. 
I  got  to  the  end  of  the  wall,  taking 
care  not  to  be  feen,  and  looked  over, 
and  (aw  Amina  with  a  goule. 

1  Your  majefty  knows  that  the  goules 
of  both  fexes  are  wandering  demons, 
which  generally  infeft  old  buildings; 
fro  in  whence  they  ru(h  out  by  fur- 
prize  on  people  that  pafs  by,  kill 
ihem,  and  eat  their  flefh ;  and,  for 
want  of  prey,  will  fome  times  go  in 
the  night  into  burying  grounds,  and 
feed  upon  dead  bodies  that  have  been 
buried  there.' 

*  I  was  in  a  terrible  furprize  to  fee 
my  wife  with  this  goule.    They  dug 
up. a  dead  body  which  had  been  buried 
but  that  day;  and  the  goule  cut  the 
fiefn  into  feveral  pieces,  and  they  ate 
together  by  the  grave-fide,  where  they 
cnn-i-tained  each   other  very  quietly 
during  their  fo  cruel  and  inhuman  a 
re palh     But  I  was  fo  far  off,  that  it 
was  iinpofuble  for  me  to  hear  their 
difcourie;  which,  to  be  Cure,  was  as 
ftrange  as  their  repaft,  the  remem- 
brance of"  which    makes    me    now 
fhudder. 


«  When  they  had  made  an  end  of  tins 
horrible  ft  a  ft,  they  threw  th 
body  into  the  grave  again,  and  (ilk-d 
it  up  with  the  eaith  they  had  dug 
out.  While  they  were  doing  that, 
I  made  hafte  home;  and  leaving  the 
door  as  I  found  it,  went  into  my 
chamber,  and  to  bed  again,  where  I 
pretended  tu  be  f;^ft  afleep. 

'  Soon  afterwards  Amiuacame,  un- 
dreffed  herfeif  without  tl/eleali  nolle, 
and  came  to  bed  again  with  all  the 
joy  imaginable,  that  (he  had  fuc- 
ceeded  fo  well  without  being  dilco- 
vered. 

*  My  mind  was  fo  full  of  the  idea  of 
fo  barbarous  and  abominable  an  ac- 
tion, that  I  had  a  great  rehi&ancy  to 
lie  by  a  perfon  who  was  guilty  of  it, 
and  was  a  long  time   before  t  coxild 
fall  afleep  again.     However,  I  got  a • 
(hort  nap;  but  I  awaked  at  the  mft 
call  to  puhlick  prayers  at  day- break, 
got  up,  drefied  myfelf,  and  went  to 
the  mofque. 

'  After  prayers,  I  went  out  of  the 
town.,  and  fpent  the  morn-ing  in  walk- 
ing in  the  gardens,  to  think  what  I 
(hould  do  to  oblige  my  wife  to  change 
her  manner  of  life.  I  reveled  all  the 
violent  mcafures  that  came  into  my 
thoughts;  and  I  refolved  to  u!e  all 
gentle  mean.s  to  cure  that  unhappy 
inclination  of  hers-,  and  theft  thoughts 
brought  me  infenfibly  home  by  din- 
ner-time. 

*  As  foon  as  Amina  faw  me  come  in., 
(he  ordered  dinner  to  be  ferved  up  ; 
and  as  I  faw  that  (he  perfifted  in  the 
fame  manner  of  eating,  I  laid  to  her, 
with   all   the   moderation  poffible— • 

You  know,  Amina,  what  reafon  I 
had  to  be  furprized,  when,  the  next 
day  after  our  marriage,  I  faw  you  eat 
rice  in  fo  fmall  a  quantity,  and  odd 
manner,  as  would  have  made  any 
other  hufband  but  me  angry;  you 
know  alfo,  I  only  acquainted  you 
that  I  was  uneafy  at  it,  and  defired 
you  to  eat  of  the  other  meats,  whicli 
I  ordered  to  be  drefied  feveral  ways 
to  know  your  tafte,  and  which  you 
liked  bed;  and  I  am  fure  my  table 
did  not  want  for  variety.  Betides, 
all  my  remonflrances  have  had  no 
effefl  upon  you,  and  you  perfift  in 
your  old  way.  I  have  never  con- 
ftrained  you,  and  (hould  be  forry 
"  now  to  fay  any  thing  to  make  you 
*«  uacafy.  But  tell  me,  Amina,  I  con- 
«'  jure 
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jure  thee,  are  not  the  meats  ferved  up 
«'  at  my  table  better  than  dead  flefh  ?" 

«  I  had  no  fooner  pronounced  thefe 
«  hft  words,  than  Amina,  who  knew 
1  that  I  had  watched  her  that  night, 

*  fkw'mto  a  rage  beyond  imagination. 
1       jr  face  was  as  red  as  fcarlet,  her 

*  eyes  ready   to    ftart  out  of  her  head, 

*  and  /he foamed  again  with  pafiion. 

'  The  terrible  condition  I  faw  her  in 
'  frighted  me  fo  much,  tfiat  I  ftood  as 
'  motionlefs  as  a  ftock  or  ftone,  and 

*  was  not  able  to  defend  myfelf  againft 
1  the  horrible  wickednefs  me  meditated 
1  againft  me,  and  which  will  furprize 

*  your  majefty.    In  the  violence  of  her 
'  pafllon,  (he  dipped  her  hand  into  a 
<  bafon  of  water  which  ftood  juft  by 

*  her,  and  muttering  fome  words  be- 
'  tween  her  teeth  which  I  could  not 
'  hear,   (he  threw  fome  water  in  my 

*  face,  and  faid  to  me  in  a  furious  tone 
— *«  Wretch!  receive  the  puniftiment  pf 
**  thy  ctiriofity>  and  become  adogf''* 

*  No  fooner  had  Amina,  whom  I 
'  knew  not  to  be  a  forceref1?  till  then, 

*  pronounced   thefe  diabolical  words, 

*  than  I  was  immediately  changed  into 
'  a  dog.     My  amazement  and  furprize 
'  at  fo  fudden  and  unexpected  a  change 
'  prevented  my  thinking  at  firft  ofpro- 
'  viding  for  my  fafety,  till  (he  took  up 
'  a  great  ftick  to  beat  me,  with  which 

*  me  laid  on  fuch  heavy  blows,  as  were 
'  enough   to    kill   me.     I   thought  to 
'  have  efcaped  her  rage  by  running  in- 

*  to  the  yard;  but  me  purfued  me  with 

*  the  fame  fury;  and,  notwithftanding 
'  all  my  activity,  I  could  not  avoid  her 
'  blows.     At  laft,  when  (he  was  tired 
'  of  beating  me,  and  in  defpairthat  (lie 

*  had    not  killed  me,  as  me   defired, 

*  (lie  thought  of  a  new  way  to  do  itj 

*  (behalf  opened  the  ftreet- door,  that  Jhe 
'  might  fqueeze  me  to  death  between 
'  that  and   the  wall.     I  was  prefently 
'  fenfibleof  her  pernicious  defign;  and, 

*  as  prefent  danger  infpires  a  prefence 
'  of  mind,   I  looked  her  earneftly  in 

*  the  face,  and  took  my  opportunity 
'  fo  well,  that  I  pafl*ed  through  quick 
'  enough  to  fave  my  life,  though  (he 
'  punched  the  end  of  my  tail. 

'  The  pain  I  felt  made  me  cry  out 

*  and  howl  as  I  ran  along  the  ftreets, 

*  which  brought  all  the  dogs  about  up- 
'  on  me,  and  1  got  bit  by  feveral  of 
'  them;  but,  to  avoid  their  purfuit,  I 
c  ran  into  the  (hop  of  a  tripe-man,where 

Ci  myfelf. 


•The  tripe-man  at  flift  took  my  part 
'  with  a  great  deal  of  companion,  by 

*  driving  away  the  dogs  that  fdl lotted 
'  me,  and  would   have  worried  mt  in 
'  his  houfe.     My  firft  care  was  to  run 

*  into  the  firft  hole  I  met  with  to  hide 
'  myfelf:  but  I  was  deceived  in   the 
'  fancluary  and  protection  I  hoped  for j 

*  my   hoft  was  one   of  thofe  extrava- 

*  gantly    fuperftitious     perfons     who 
'  think  dogs  unclean   creatures,    and 

*  if  by  chance  one  happens  to  touch 
'  them  in  the  ftreets,  cannot  ufe  foap 

*  and  water  enough  to  wa(h  their  gar- 
'  ments  clean.     After  the  dogs  who 

*  chafed  me  fo  far  were  all  difperfed 
'  and  gone,  he  did  all  he  could  to  drive 
'  me  out  of  his  houfe  that  day;  but  I 
'  was  hid,  and  out  of  his  reach,  and 
'  fpent  that  night  in  his  (hop  in  fpite 

*  of  his  teeth;  and  indeed  I  ftood  in 

*  need  of  reft,  to  recover  Amina's  ill 

*  treatment. 

'  But,  not  to  weary  your  majefty  with 
c  trifling  circumftances,  I  ihall  notpar- 
'  ticularize  the  melancholy  reflections 
'  I  made  on  my  metamorphon?;  but 

*  only  tell  you,  that  my  hoft  going  out 
'  the  next  morning  to  lay  in  a  ftock. 

'  of  (beep's  heads,  trotters,  &c.  when,  . 
'  he  returned  he  opened  his  (hop;  and, 
'  while  he  was  laying  out  his  goods,  t 
1  crept  out  of  my  hole,  and  get  among- 
1  fome  other  dogs  of  the  neighbour- 
'  hood,  who  had  followed  my  ho(t  by 
4  the  fcentof  his  meat,  and  furronnded 
'  the  (hop,  in  expectation  of  having 
'  fome  thrown  to  them. 

4  My  hoftobferving  me  among  them 
4  in  a  begging  pofture,  and  confider- 

*  ing  that  I  had  Hole  nothing  while  t 
«  lay  in  the  (hop,diftingui(hrd  me  from 

*  the  reft,  by  throwing  me  larger  pieces 
'  of  meat,  and  oftener  than  the  other 

*  dogs.     After  he  had   given   me    as 
'  much  as  he  thought  fit,  I  looked  at 
'  him  earneftly,  wagged  my  tail,  and 

*  all  to  (hew  him  that  I  begged  t  j  come 

*  into  the  (hop  again  :  but  he  was  in- 
'  flexible,   and  oppofed    my   entrance 
'  with  a  ftick  in  his  hand,  fo  that  I  wa» 

*  forced  to  go  and  feek  a  new  habita- 
'  tion. 

*  Some  houfes  farther  I  flopped  at  a 
'  baker's  (hop,  who  was  of 'a  merry 

*  gay  temper,  quite  the  reverfe  of  the 

*  tripe-man,  who  was  eaten  up  with. 

*  melancholy.     The  baker  was   then 
'  at  breakfaft  ;  and  though  I  imde  no 

*  fign  that  I  afked  for  any  thing,  he 

3  2  a-  «  threw 
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threw  me  a  bit  of  bread.  Inftead  of 
catching  it  up  greedily,  as  moft  dogs 
do.  Hooked  him  firftin  the  fact,  and 
wage:-"!  my  tail  to  (hew  .uy  acknow- 
ledgment; at  which  he  was  mightily 
pleafedj  and  frniled.  Afterwards, 
though  I  was  not  hungry,  I  ate  the 
piece  of  bread,  and  he  let  me  come 
into  the  (hop.  I  turned  rnyfelf  about 
to  the  ftreet,  to  (hew  him  I  only  then 
wanted  his  protection  ;  which  he  not 
only  granted,  but  by  his  caieffes  sf- 
fured  me  of,  and  mewed  me  a  place 
where  to  lie,  which  I  took  pcffef- 
fion  of,  and  kept  while  I  lived  with 
him. 

'.  Whenever  he  breakfafted,  dined, 
or  fupped,  I  had  always  my  mare  of 
provifions;  and,  for  my  own  part,  I 
loved  him,  and  was  as  faithful  as 
gratitude  required  of  me.  I  always 
had  my  eyes  upon  him,  and  he  fcarce 
ftirred  out  of  doors  but  I  was  at  his 
heels.  I  was  the  more  exaft,  became 
I  perceived  my  diligence  pleafed  him} 
for,  whenever  he  went  out,  if  I  did 
not  fee  him,  he  would  call  Chance, 
which  w.is  the  name  he  gave  me. 
«  At  this  name  I  would  jump  and 
fly,  and  run  round  and  round  him, 
and  never  ceafe  fawning  on  him  till 
he  went  out;  and  then  I  always  either 
followed  him,  or  ran  before  him, 
often  flaring  him  in  the  face  to  (hew 
my  joy. 

«  I  had  lived  fome  time  with  this 
baker,  when  a  woman  came  one  day 
into  the  (hop  to  buy  fome  bread ;  and 
giving  my  mafter  a  bad  piece  of  mo- 
ney among  fome  good,  and  he  per- 
ceiving it,  returned  it  back  again, 
and  afked  for  another. 
'  The  woman  refufed  to  take  it  again, 
and  affirmed  it  to  be  good.  The 
baker  maintained  the  contrary;  and 
told  the  woman  that  the  piece  of  mo. 
ney  was  fo  vifibly  falfe,  that  his  dog 
could  diftinguifh  it:  upon  which  he 
called — "  Chance,  Chance!"  and  I 
jumped  immediately  on  the  counter, 
and  the  baker,  throwing  the  money 
down  before  me,  faid — "  See,  and 
tell  me  which  of  thefe  pieces  is  bad.1' 
I  looked  over  all  the  pieces  of  money, 
and  then  fet  my  paw  upon  that  which 
was  bad,  feparatcd  it  from  the  reft, 
and  afterwards  ftared  my  mafter  in 
the  face,  to  fhew  him  what  I  had 
done. 
«  i  be  baker,  who  never  in  the  lead 


thought  of  my  pitching  upon  thebad 
money,  but  only  called  me  to  banter 
the  woman,  was  very  much  furpiized. 
The  woman  had  nothing  to  fay  for 
herfelf,  but  changed  the  money,  and 
gave  another  piece  in  the  ftead  of  the 
ba  j  one,  and  as  foon  as  file  was  gone, 
my  mafter  called  in  fome  neighbours, 
and  exaggerated  very  much  upon 
rny  capacity,  telling  them  what  had 
happened. 

'  The  neighbours  all  defired  to  make 
the  experiment;  and  of  all  the  bad 
money  they  (hewed  me,  mixed  with 
good,  I  did  not  mifs  one  piece,  but 
feparated  the  bad  money  from  the 
good. 

*  The  woman,  for  her  part,  was  fure 
to  tell  every   body   (lie  met  of  my 
fenfe,  and  what  had  happened;  info- 
much  that  the  fame  of  my  great  ca- 
pacity in  diftinguifhing  good  money 
from    bad,    was    not    only    fpread 
throughout  the  neighbourhood,   hut 
over  all  that  part  of  the  town.,  and  in- 
fenhbly  through  the  whole  city. 

'  I  had  bufinefs  enough  every  dayj 
for  I  was  obliged  to  (hew  my  fkill  to 
all  cuftomers  who  came  to  buy  bread 
of  my  mafter.  In  fhort,  my  reputa- 
tion procured  my  mafter  more  bufi- 
nefs than  he  could  manage,  and 
brought  him  cuftomers  from  the  moft 
diftant  parts  of  the  town;  and  this  run 
of  bufinefs  lafted  fo  long,  that  my 
mafter  owned  to  his  neighbours  that 
I  was  a  treafure  to  him. 

*  A  great  many  people  envied  my 
mafter's    good   fortune,   and   laid    a 
great  many  fnares   and  traps  to  fteal 
me  away,  which  obliged  him  to  keep 
me  always  in  his  fight.     One  day,  a 
woman  came  out  of  curioiity  to  buy 
fome  bread;  and  feeing  me  fit  upon 
the  counter,  threw  down  among  fix 
pieces  of  money  one  that  was  bad;  I 
feparated  it  prefently  from  the  good, 
and  fetting  my  paw  upon  it,  looked  in 
the  woman's  face,  as  much  as  to  fay- 
Is  it  not  fo?"     Upon  which  the  wo- 
man replied—"  Yes,  thou  art  in  the 

right  of  it;  it  is  bad:"  and  ftaying 
fome  time  in  the  (hop  to  look  at  and 
admire  me,  at  laft  paid  my  mafter  for 
his  bread;  and  when  (lie  went  out  of 
the  (hop,  made  a  fign,  unknown  to 
him,  forme  to  follow  her. 

*  I  was  always  attentive  to  any  means 
to  deliver  myfelf  out  of  fo  ftrange  a 
metamorphoiis,  and  had  obferved  that 

«  the 
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ter  I  had  kifled  the  hem  of  her  gar> 
ment,  I  faid — "  My  dear  deliverer,  I 
am  fo  fenfible  of  your  exceeding  and 
unparalleled  goodnefs  towards  a 
Irranger  as  I  am,  that  I  beg  of  you 
to  tell  me  yourfelf  what  I  (hall  do  to 
(hew  my  gratitude;  or  rather  difpofe 
of  me  as  a  Have,  to  whom  you  have 
a  juft  uight,  fince  1  am  entirely 
yours.  And  that  you  may  know 
who  I  am,  I  will  tell  you  my  ftory 
in  as  few  words  as  poflible." 
'  After  I  had  told  her  who  I  was,  I 
gave  her  an  account  of  my  marriage 
with  Amina,  of  the  complaifance  I 
fhewed  her,  my  patience  in  bearing 
her  extraordinary  behaviour,  and  the 
indignity  with  which  me  ufed  me; 
and  finimed  my  ftory  with  my  tranf- 
formation,  and  thanking  her  mother 
for  theinexpreflible  happinefs  (he  had 
procured  me. 

"  Sidi  Nonman,"  faid  the  daughter 
to  me,  "  let  as  not  talk  of  the  obli- 
gations; it  is  enough  to  me,  that  I 
have  done  any  fervice  to  ib  honeft  a 
man  as  you  are:  but  let  us  talk  a 
little  of  Amina  your  wife,  with 
whom  I  was  acquainted  before  your 
marriage;  and,  as  I  know  her  to  be 
a  magician,  (he  is  fenfible  that  I  un- 
derhand that  art  as  well  as  herfelf, 
fince  we  had  both  the  fame  miftrefs. 
We  often  meet  at  the  baths;  but,  as 
our  tempers  are  different,  I  avoid  all 
opportunities  of  contracting  an  inti- 
macy with  her,  as  (he  does  the  fame 
by  me.  I  am  not  at  all  furprized  at 
her  wickednefs.  But  what  I  have 
already  donefor  you  is  not  fufficient; 
for  I  will  compleat  what  I  have  be- 
gun,  and  you  fhall  ptinifli  her  as  (he 
dderves,  by  going  home  again,  and 
afTuming  the  authority  which  be- 
longs to  you.  Entertain  and  di- 
vert yourfelf  a  little  with  my  mother, 
while  I  go  and  confult  the  proper 
means:  I  will  come  to  you  foon 
again."" 

*  My  deliverefs  went  Into  a  clofet ; 
and,  while  (he  was  there,  I  exprefled 
the  fenfe  of  my  obligation  to  the  mo* 
therastothedaughter;  who  faid  to  me 
•"  You  fee  my  daughter  has  as  great 
knowledge  in  the  magick  art  as  A- 
mina;  but  makes  fo  good  a  ufe  of 
it,  that  you  would  be  furprized  to 
know  the  good  Hie  has  done,  and 
daily  does,  with  it:  and  that  induces 


the  woman  examined  me  with  an  ex- 
traordinary attention,  and  imagined 
that  (he  might  know  fomething  of 
my  misfortune;  however,  I  let  her 
go,  but  all  the  time  kept  my  eyes 
fixed  on  her.  Then  walking  two 
or  three  Heps,  flie  turned  about ;  and 
feeing  that  I  only  looked  at  her, 
without  ftirring  out  of  my  place,  (he 
made  me  another  fign  to  follow  her. 
*  Without  deliberating  any  longer, 
and  obfervipg  that  my  mailer  the 
baker  WHS  bufy  cleaning  bran,  and 
did  not  mind  me,  I  jumped  off  the 
counter,  and  followed  the  woman, 
who  feemed  overjoyed. 
«  After  I  had  gone  fome  way,  me 
llopped  at  a  houfe,  opened  the  door, 
and  holding  it  in  her  hand,  bid  mego 
in,  faying — "  Thou  wilt  not  repent 
thy  following  me."  When  1  had 
got  in,  (he  (hut  the  door,  and  carried 
me  into  a  chamber,  where  I  faw  a 
young  beautiful  lady  working  em- 
broidery. This  lady,  who  was  the 
charitable  woman's  daughter  who 
had  brought  me  from  the  baker's, 
was  a  very  fkilful  magician,  as  I 
found  afterwards. 

"  Daughter,"  faid  the  mother,  "  I 
have  brought  you  the  famous  baker's 
dog,  that  can  tell  good  money  from 
bad.  You  know  that  I  gave  you 
my  thoughts  on  that  matter  when 
fir  It  T  heard  of  him,  and  told  you  I 
fancied  he  was  a  man  changed  into  a 
dog.  To-day  I  bethought  myfdf 
of  going  to  buy  fome  bread  of  that 
baker,  and  was  myfelf  a  witnefs  of 
the  wonders  performed  by  this  dog, 
which  has  made  Inch  a  noife  in  Bag- 
dad. Now  tell  me,  daughter,  am  I 
deceived  in  my  conjecture?'' — <c  No, 
mother,  you  are  not,"  anfwered  the 
daughter;  "  and  I  will  make  it  ap- 
pear fo." 

'  Tli,j  young  lady  immediately  got 
up,  put  her  hand  into  a  bafon  of  wa- 
ter which  rlood  by  her,  and  throw- 
ing fome  upon  me,  laid—"  If  thou 
a  ,  a  dog,  remain  fo;  but  if  thou 
wert  born  a  man,  refurne  thy  for- 
me' (hape  by  the  virtue  of  this  wa- 
ter." At  that  inftant  .the  enchant- 
ment was  broken,  and  I  became  a 
man  as  before. 

'  Penetrated  with  an  acknowledg- 
ment  of  the  great  kindnefs,  I  threw 
myfelf  at  my  deliverer's  feet  j  and,  af- 
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tc  me  to  let  hef  pracltfe  it;  for  I  fhould 
"  not  peimirber,  was  file  to  make  an 
"  ill  ufeof  it." 

*  Then  the  mother  began  to  relate 
fome  of  the  wonders  fhe  bad  known 
her  to  do.     When  fhe  came  into  the 
room  again,  with  a  little  bottle  in  her 
hand — "   Skii  Nonman/'^faid    (he, 

f  my  books,  which  1  have  been  con- 
'  fulting,  tell  me  that  Amina  is  now 
e  abroad,  but  will  be  at  home  prefent- 
'  ly.  They  alfo  inform  me,  that  fhe 
'  pretended,  before  your  fervants,  to 
c  be  very  uneafy  at  your  abfence;  and 
e  made  them  believe,  that  at  dinner 
c  you  remembered  an  affair  which 
'  obliged  you  to  go  away  immediate- 
1  ly;  and  that  as  you  went  out  you  left 
'  the  door  open,  and  a  dog  came  in  as 
'*  far  as  the  hall,  where  fhe  was  at  din- 
<c(ner,  and  fhe  beat  him  out  with  a 
««  great  flick.  , 

*'  Take  this  little  bottle,  and  go 
'*  home  immediately,  and  wait  in  your 
Ci  own  chamber  till  fhe  comes  in.  As 
•«  foon  as  fhe  comes  home,  run  down 
*l  into  the  yard,  and  meet  her  full  butt. 
"  In  her  furprize  to  fee  you  return  fo 
««  unexpectedly,  fhe  will  rurn  her  back 
"  to  run  away;  then  be  fure  to  have 
*{  the  bottle  ready,  and  throw  fome  of 
•'  the  liquor  it  contains  upon  her,  pro- 
**  pouncing  at  the  fame  time  thefe 
«  words  boldly — "  Receive  the  chaf- 
«'  tifement  of  thy  wickednefs!"  I  will 
*'  tell  you  no  more;  you  will  fee  the 
««  effect." 

4  After  thefe  words  I  took  my  leave 

*  of  my  benefactrefs   and   her  mother, 
«  with  all  the  teitimonies  of  a  per  feel: 

*  acknowledgment,  and  a  fincere  pro- 

*  teftation  never  to  forget  the  obliga- 

*  tion  I  had  to  them;  and  then  went 

*  home. 

*  AH  things  happened  as  the  young 

*  magician  foretold.     Amina  was  not 

*  long  before  fhe  came  home.     As  fhe 

*  came  up  the  yard,  I  went  and  met  her 
'  with  the  water  in  my  hand.     As  foon 
«   as  Hie  faw  me  fhe  fhrieked  out ;  and 
'  as    fhe   turned  about  to  run   to  the 

*  door,   I  threw  the  liquor  upon  herj 
«  and  pronouncing  the  words   which 

*  the  young  magician  taught   me,  fhe 
4  was  prefently  changed  into  the  fame 

*  mare  which  your  majefty  faw  me  up- 

*  on  yefterday. 

<  At  that  inftant,  in  the  furprize  fhe 
«  was  in,  I  feized  her  by  the  mane; 
«  and,  notwithstanding  her  refittance, 


'  led  her  into  the  flable,  where  I  put  a 

*  halter  upon   her  head  ;  and   when  I 

*  had  tied  her  to  the  rack,  I  chaftifed 
'  her  with  a  whip  till  I  was  tired,  re- 
'  preaching  her  all  the  time  with  her 
'  bafenefs,  and  punifhed  her  every  day 
'  fmce  after  the  fame  manner.    I  hope, 
«  Commander  ofthe  Faithful,'   conti- 
nued Sidi  Nonrhan,  making  an  end  of 
his  ftory,  «  your  majefty  will  not  clifap- 
'  prove  of  my  conduct;  and  you  will 
'  think  I   have  fhewn  fo  wicked  and 
c  pernicious  a  woman  more  indulgence 

*  than  fhe  deferved.' 

When    the   caliph    found   that   Sidi 
Nonrnan  had  no  more  to  fay,  he  faid  to 
him — *  Thy  ftory  is  very  fingular,  and 
the  wickednefs  of  thy  wife  inexcufa- 
ble;  therefore  I  do  not  abfolutely  con- 
demn the  chaftifement  thou  haft  hi- 
therto   given    her,  but  would  have 
thee  confider  how  great  a  punifhment 
it  is  to  be  reduced  into  the  number  of 
beafts;    and  I  wifh  thou  wouldft  be 
content  with  that  chaftifement.     Be- 
fides,  I  would   order  thee  to   go  and 
addrefs  thyfelf  to  the  young  magi- 
cian, to  wave   the  enchantment  and 
metamorphofis,  but   that  I  know  the 
obftinacy  and  incorrigible  cruelty  of 
magicians  who  abufe  their  art;  and 
was  not  I  apprehenfive  that  the  fe- 
cond    effect   of  thy   wife's    revenge 
would  be  more  violent  than  the  firft.* 
The  caliph,  who  was  naturally  mild, 
and  compailionate  to  all  fufferers,  af- 
ter he  had  declared  his   mind  to  Sidi 
Nonman,  addreffed  himfelf  to  the  third 
perfon  the  grand  Vizier  Giafar  had  fum- 
moned  to  attend  him.     *  Co^ia  Haflan,* 
faid    he,     '  puffing    yefterday   by   thy 
houfe,  it  feemed  fo  magnificent,  that 
I  had  a  curiofity  to  know  whom  it 
belonged  to,  and  was  told  that  thou, 
whofe  trade  is  fo  mean  that  a  man 
can  fcarcely  get  his  bread  by  it,  haft 
built  it  after  thou  hadft  followed  it 
fome  years.  I  was  likewife  informed, 
that  thou  makeft  a  good  ufe  of  the 
riches   God  has   blefTed    thee  with, 
and  that  thy  neighbours  fpeak  well 
of  thee. 

'  All  this  pleafes  me  well,'  added 

he  caliph;  *  and  I  am  perfuaded  that 

the  means  by  which  Heaven  has  be- 

ftowed  thefe  gifts  on  thee,  have  been 

very  extraordinary.     I  am  curious  to 

know  them  from   thy  own  mouth, 

and  fent  for  thee  on  purpofe  to  have 

that  fatisfaclion.     Speak  fmcerelyj 

«  that, 
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«  rejoice  in  thy  good  fortune. 

<  But,  that  thou  mayeit  not  fufpeft 
«  my  curiofity,  and  believe  I  have  any 
«  intereft  in  what  thou  (halt  tell  me,  I 
«  declare,  that,  far  from'  having  any 
«  pretenfions,  I  give  thee  my  word  that 
«  thou  (halt  enjoy  freely  all  thou  hall 

*  got.' 

On  thefe  affurances  of  the  caliph, 
Cogia  Kaftan  proftrated  himfelf  before 
his  throne,  with  his  forehertd  down  to 
the  tapeftryj  and,  when  he  rofe  again, 
faid — '  Comrrfander  of  the  Faithful, 

*  any  other  perfon  but  myfelf  might 
«  have  been   concerned  to   have  been 

*  fummoned  to  appear  before  your  ma- 
'  jeftyj  butjknowingthat  my  confidence 

<  was  clear,  and  that  I  had  committed 

<  nothing  againft  the   laws   nor  your 

*  majefty,  but,  on  the  contrary,  had  al- 

*  ways  the   moft  refpe&ful  fentiments, 
'  and  the  profoundeft  veneration,  for 

*  your  peribn;  my  only  fear  was,  that 

*  I  mould  not  be  able  to  fuppoit  the 
'  luftre  of  your  throne.     But,  ntver- 
'  thelefs,  on  the  publick  fame  of  your 

*  majefty's    receiving  favourably  and 

*  hearing  the  meaneit  of  your  fubje&s, 
'  I  took  courage,   and   never  doubted 

*  but  that  I   fhould   have    confidence 
'  enough  to  give  you  all  the  fatisfac- 
«  tion  you  mould  require  of  me.     Be- 
'  fides,   your  majefty  has  given  me  a 
«  proof  of  your  goodnefs,  by  granting 
'  me  your  protection  before  you  know 

*  whether  I  deferve  it.     Neverthelefs, 

*  I  hope  I  fhall  maintain  the  advanta- 

*  geous  fentiment*   you  have  of  me, 

*  when,    in  obedience  to    your  corn- 
«  mand,  I  mall  relate  my  adventures.'* 

After  this  fmall  compliment,  to  ob- 
tain the  caliph's  good-will  and  atten- 
tion, and  after  fome  moments  to  recol- 
lect himfelf  in  his  memory,  Cogia  Haf- 
fan  refumed  his  difcourfe  in  the  follow- 
ing manner. 


THE  STORY  OF  COGIA  HASSAN  AL- 
HABBAL. 

«. /COMMANDER  of  the  Faith  - 
V  «  ful,'  faid  Cogia  Haffan,  «  that 
your  majefty  may  the  better  under- 
ftand  by  what  means  I  arrived  at  the 
happinefs  I  now  enjoy,  I  ought  to  ac- 
quaint you,  that  there  are  two  inti- 
mate friends,  citizens  of  Bagdad,  now 
alive,  who  can  teliify  the  truth  of 


what  I  (hall  tell  you, and  to  whom, un- 
der God,  the  firft  author  of  all  good,  I 
owe  my  proipenty. 

*  Thele  two  friends  are  called,  the 
one  Saadi,  the    other    Saad.     Saadi, 
who  is  very  rich,  was  always  af  opi- 
nion, that  no  man  could  be  happy  in 
this  woj  Id  without  great  riches,  to  Jive 
free  from  a  dependence  on  any  one, 

«  Saad  was  of  another  opinion  ;  he 

agreed  that  riches  were  necerTary   ia 

lire,  but  maintained  that  the   h^pj/i- 

:  net's  of  a  man's  life  coniiited   in   vir- 

:  tue,    and   no   farther  attachment   to 

worldly  goods  than  what  werenecef- 

1  fary  in  life,  and  to  do  good  withal, 

*  Saad  himifcif  is  one-  of  the  num» 
:  ber,  and  lives  very  happily  and  con- 
1  tentediy   in  his   itation;  and  though 
'  Saadi  is  infinitely  more   rich,  their 
1  friendrtiip  is    very  fincere,    and  tht 
f  richeli  values  himfelf  no  more  than 
1  the  other.    They  never  had  any  other 
1  difpute  but  on  this  point}  in  all  other 
1  things  their  union  is  very  ftric"l. 

'  One  day,  as  they  were  talking  upon 
1  this  fubjecl,  as  I  have  fmce  been  in- 
f  formed  by  them  both,  Saadi  affirmed, 
'  that  poverty  proceeded  from  men's 
1  being  born  poor,  or  their  fpending 
1  their  fortunes  in  luxury  and  debauch- 
1  cries.  *'My  opinion  is,"  faid  he,"  that 
"  moft  people's  povertyis  owing  to  their 
"  wanting  at  firft  a  fufHcient  fum  of 
*(  money  to  employ  their  indullry  with, 
"  and  by  that  means  increase  it:  for,'* 
'  faid  he,  "  if  they  once  had  fuch  a  fum, 
"  and  made  a  right  ufe  of  it,  they  would 
*'  not  only  live  well,  but  would  infalli» 
"  bly  grow  rich  in  time." 

*  Saad  could  not  come  into  his  fen«- 
*  timents:  "The  way,"  faid  he,  "which) 
"  you  propofe  to  make  a  poor  man  rich, 
*'  is   not  fo  certain  as    you    imagine. 
'*  What  you  propofe  ia  very  liazardous; 
'*  and  I  can    bring  many   good  argu- 
'*  ments  againil  your  opinion,  but  that 
"  they  will  carry  us  too  far.  I  believe, 
"  and  with  as  much  probability  on  my 
**  fide,  that  a  man  may  become  rich  by 
u  other  means  as  well  as  money:  and 
"  there  are  people  who  have  raifed  as 
«'  great  and  furprizing  fortunes  by  mere 
"  chance, as  others  have  done  with  great 
t(  beginnings,  and  good  ceconomy  and 
"  management  in  bufinefs." 

"  Saad," replied  Saadi,  "I  fee  we  (hall 
"  not  come  to  any  determination  by  my 
"  oppofing  my  opinion  againft  yonrsj 
<4  but  I  will  make  an  experiment  to 
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"  convince  you,  by  giving,  for  exam- 
•:  pie,  a  fumof  money  to  fome  artizan, 
««  whofe  generation  has  always  been 
•'  poor.  If  I  have  not  the  fuccefs  I  ex- 
*«  peft,  you  (hail  try  if  you  will  have 
"  better  by  the  means  you  (hall  ufe." 
«  Some  days  after  this  difpute,  thefe 

*  Two  friends  happened  to  walk,  out  to- 
'  gether;  and  pafling  through  the  ftreet 
«  where  I  was  at  work  in  my  flail,  at 

*  my  trade  of  rope-making,  which    I 

*  learnt  of  my  father,  who  learnt  of 

*  his,  and  he  of  his  ancestors  before  j 

*  and  by  my  drefs  and  equipage,    it 

*  was  no  hard  matter  for  them  toguefs 

*  at  my  poverty. 

'  Saad  remembering  SaadPs  en  gage - 

*  ment,  faid — "  If  you  have  not  forgot 
*'  what  you  faid  to  me,  there  is  a  man," 

*  pointing  to  me,  "who  I  can  remember 
*f  a  long  time  working  at  his  trade  of 
*'  rope- making,  and  in  the  famepover- 
<c  ty  :    he  is  a  worthy  fubjec~l  for  your 
•"   liberality, and  a  pi operperfon  for  you 
*{  to  make  y our  expeii ment  upon." — "I 
*«  remember  it  fo  well,"  replied  Saadi, 
*'  that  I  have  ever  fmce  carried  a  fufti- 
"  cient  fum  about  mejto  c'o  it,  but  only 
*'  waited  for  an  opportunityof  our  be- 
«*  ing  together,  that;  you  might  be  a 
•«  witnefs  of  the  fa£t.  Let  us  go  to  him, 
"  and  know  if  he  is  really  necemtous." 

'  The  two  friends  came  to  me;  and 
'  I,  feeing  that  they  had  a  mind  to 
«  fpeak  to  me,  left  oft  work:  they  both 
«  accoftcd  me  with  a  common  lalutej 
'  an.'  Saadi.taking  upon  him  to  fpeak, 
'  aflced  me  my  name. 

«  I  returned  their  falute,  and  anfwer- 

*  ed  Saacii's  queftion,  faying  to  him — 
"   Sir,  my  name  is  Hafian:  but  by  rea- 
"  fon  of  my   trade,   I  am    commonly 
<:  known  by  the  name  of  Haflan  Al- 
«'  habbal." 

«« H  flan,"  replied  Saadi,  "  as  there  is 
tl  no  trade  but  what  a  man  maylive  by, 
«'  I  do  not  doubt  but  you  may  get 
«(  enough  to  live  well;  and  I  am  amaz- 
<;  ed,that  the  longtime  you  have  work  - 
•'  ed  at  your  trade,  you  have  not  faved 
"  enough  to  lay  in  a  good  ftockot  hemp 
"  to  employ  more  hands,  by  the  profit 
"  of  whofe  work  you  would  foon  in- 
"  creafe." 

"Sir/'replied  I,"youwill  benolonger 
«<  amazed  1  have  not  faved  money,  and 
*'  taken  the  way  to  be  rich,  when  you 
"  come  to  know,  that,  let  me  work  as 
«'  hard  as  I  can  from  morningtillnight, 
«  1  can  hardly  get  enough  to  keep  tny 


"  family  in  bread  and  pulfe.  I  have  a 
"  wife  and  five  children, and  not  one  of 
t(  them  old  enough  to  do  any  thing  :  I 
"  muft  keep  them  and  cloarh  them;  and 
"  in  our  poor  way  of  living,  tiu-y  ftil'l 
'*  want  a  thoufand  necefiaries,  which 
"  they  are  forced  to  go  without.  And 
*'  though  hemp  is  not  vei  y  dear,  the  firft 
"  thing  I  do  with  any  money  I  receive, 
"  is,  to  lay  by  one  part  to  lay  in  my 
"  fmall  ftor,k;  otherwife,  if  I  fljoulU 
<c  neg)t6t  to  do  fo,  I  and  my  family 
**  would  ftarve. 

"  Now  judge,  Sir,"  added  I,  "if  it  is 
"  poflible  that  I  fhonld  lave  any  thing 
*'  for  myfelf  and  family  :  it  is  enough 
"  that  we  are  content  with  the  little 
"  God  fends  us,  and  that  we  have  not 
"  the  knowledge  nor  defire  of  what  w'e 
"  want,  but  live  as  we  have  been  al- 
«'  ways  bred  up,  and  are  not  reduced  to 
*'  beg  charity." 

«  When  1  had  given  Saadi  this  ac- 

*  count,  he  faid  to  me — "  I  am  not  fo 
"  much  furpiizsdas  I  was;  and  I  com- 
"  prehend  what  o'-,!iges  you  to  be  con- 
**  tent  in  your  ftation.  But  if  lihould 
*'  make  you  a  prelent  of  a  purfe  of  two 
"   hundied  pieces  of  gold,  would   not 
"   you  make  a  goo^.l  ufe  of  it  ?  And  do 
"  not  you  believe,  that  with  fuch  a  fum 
*'  you  could  become  foon  as  rich  as  the 
*'  principal  of  your  profeffion  ?" 

"  Sir,"  replied  I,  "you  feem  to  be  fo 
"  civil  and  honeft  a  gentleman,  that  I 
"  am  perfuaded  you  would  not  make  a 
«'  fport  of  me,  but  that  the  offer  you 
"  make  rne  is  ferious;  and  I  dare  fay, 
*'  without  prefuming  too  much*  upon 
*'  myfelf,  that  a  fum  much  Id's  would 
"  be  enough  to  make  me  not  only  as 
*'  richas  the  principal  of  our  profelTion, 
*'  but  in  time  I  fhould  be  richer  than 
"  them  all  of  this  city  together, though 
"  Bagdad  is  fo  large  and  populous.'" 

'  The  generous  Saadi  fhewed  meim- 
'  mediately  that  what  he  faid  was  feri- 
'  ous  :  he  pulled  a  purfe  out  of  his 

*  bofom,  and  putting  it  into  my  hands, 

*  faid — "  Here,   take  this  purfe;    you 
"  will   find    it   contains   two   hundred 
t(   pieces  of  gold  :   I    pray    God    blefs 
"   you  with  them,  and  give  you  grace 

'  to  make  the  good  ufe  of  them  I  de- 

'  fire  ;  and  believe  me,  my  friend  Saad, 

*  whom  you  fee  here,  and  I,  (ball  both 

'  take  a  gieat  deal  of  pleafure  to  find 

'   they  may  contribute  towards  making 

'  you  mere  happy  than  you  now  are.** 

*  When  I,  Commander  of  '.he  Faith- 

'  ful, 
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1  ful,  had  got  the  purfe,  the  firft  thing 
«  I  did  was  to  put  it  into  my  bofom; 
«  but  the  tranfport  of  my  joy  was  fo 

*  great,  and  I  was  fo  much  penetrated 
'  with  acknowledgment,  that  my  fpeech 

*  failed  me,  and  I  could  give  my  bene- 

*  factor  no  other  tokens  of  my  grati- 
'  tude,  but  to  catch   hold  of  his  gar- 
'  ment  and  kifs  it,  which  he  drew  from 
'  me;   and  he  and  his  friend  retired  to 

*  purfue  their  walk. 

*  As  foon  as  they  were  gone,  I  re- 
'  turned  to  my  work  again,  but  could 
'  not  think  what  I  mould  do  with  my 
'  purfe  to  keep  it  fafe.     I  had  neither 
'  box  nor  cupboard  at  home  to  lock  it 
'  up  in,  and  could  not  be  fure  it  would 
'  notbedifcoverediflhid.it. 

'  In  this  perplexity,  as  I  had  been 

*  ufed,  as  a  great  many  poor  people  are, 
'  to  put  the  little  money  I  had  in  the 
'  foldingsof  my  turban,  I  left  mywork, 

*  and  went  into  the  houfe  under  a  pre- 

*  text  of  wrapping  my  turban  up  anew, 

*  and  took  fuch  precautions,   that  nei- 
'  ther  my  wife  nor  children  faw  what  I 
'  was  doing.     But  firft  I  laid  apart  ten 

*  pieces   for   prefent    neceflaries,    and 

*  wrapt  the  reft  up  in  the  foldings  of  the 

*  linen  which  went  about  my  cap. 

'  The  next  thing  I  did  that  day,  was 

*  to  lay  in  a  good  provifion  of  hemp; 

<  and  afterwards,  as  my  family  had  eat 

*  no  flem  meat  a  long  time,  I  went  to 
'  the  fhambles,  and  bought  fomething 

*  for  flipper. 

*  As  I  was  carrying  the  meat  I  had 
f  bought  home  in  my  hand,  a  famifhed 
'  kite  flew  upon  me,  and  would   have 

*  taken  away  my   meat,  if  I    had  not 

*  held  it  very  faft:   but  alas!  I  had  bet - 

*  ter  parted  with  it  than  loft  my  money; 

*  ihefafter  I  held  my  meat,  the  more  the 
'  bird    ftruggled,  drawing    me   fome- 

<  times  on  one  fide  and  fometimes  on  a- 

*  not  her;  but  would  not  quit  the  prize, 
'  till  unfortunately,   by  my  making  a 

*  fudden  effort,  rny  turban  fell  on  the 

*  ground. 

'  The  kite  immediately  let  go  his 

*  hold,  and  feized  upon  my  turban  be- 

*  fore  I  could   gather   it   up,  and  flew 
'  away  with  it.     I  cried   out  lo  loud, 
«  that  I   almoft  frightened  all  the  men, 

*  women,  and  children,   in  the  neigh.- 

*  bourhood,    who  joined  their   (bouts 
«  and  halloos  to  make  the  kite  quit  his 

<  prize;  for  by1  that  means  the/e  fort  of 

*  voracious  birds  are  often  frightened, 


and  quit  "their  prey.  But  it«fell  out 
otherwife  in  this  cafe  ;  for  this  kite 
carried  off  my  turban,  and  we  foon 
loft  fight  of  him,  and  it  was  in  vain 
for  me  to  fatigue  myfelf  to  run  after 
him. 

*  I  went  home  very  melancholy  at  the 
lofs  of  my  turban  and  money;  and, 
what  would  diminifh  the  fmall  re- 
'  mainder  of  the  ten  pieces,  for  I  had 
'  laid  out  a  deal  in  hemp,  I  was  oblig- 
'  ed  to  buy  a  new  turban.  Thus  all 
'  my  great  hopes  werequafhed. 

«  But  that  which  troubled  me  moft, 

*  was  the  little  fatisfaftion  I  mould  be 
'  able  to  give  my  benefa£ior  for  his  ill- 

*  placed    generofity,    who,    when    he 

*  fliould  come  to  hear  what  a  misfor- 
1  tune  I  had  had,  would  perhaps  loqk 

*  upon  my  ftory  to  be  incredible,  and  by 
'  confequence  an  idle  excufe. 

'  While  the  remainder  of  the  ten  pie« 

*  ces  lafted,  my  little  family  and  Iliv- 
'  ed  the  better  for  it ;   but   I  ibon  fell 

*  again  into  the  fame  poverty.     How. 

*  ever,  I  never  murmured  nor  repined; 
"  God,"  faid  I,  "was  pleafed  to  give  me 
"  riches  when  I  leaftexpe&ed  them, and 
"  has  thought  fit  to  take  them  from  m* 
"  again  :   yet  I   will   praiie   his   name 
"  for  all   the  benefits  I  have  received, 
"  and  fubmit  rayfelf  entirely  to  his 
««  will." 

•  Thefe  were  my  fentiments;  while 
'  my  wife,  from  whom  I  could  not 
«  keep  fecret  the  lofs  I  had  fuftained, 
'  was  inconfolable.  But  yet  I  was  fo 
'  prudent  in  all  my  trouble,  as  not  tQ 
'  tell  my  neighbours,  that  when  I  loft; 

*  my  turban  I  loft  an  hundred  and  nine-. 
'  ty  pieces  of  gold ;  which  if  I  had  done, 
«   as  they  knew  my  poverty,  and  could 
'  not  comprehend  how  I  fjiould  have 
'  got  f°  great  afum  by  my  work,  they 
<  would  pnly  have  laughed  at  me. 

'  About  fix  months  after  this  my  mis- 

*  fortune,  which  I  have  related  to  your 
'  majefty,    the  two    friends    walking; 
'  through  that  part  of  the  town  where 
'  1  lived,  the  neighbourhood  put  Saad 
'  in  mind  of  me.  ««  We  are  now,"  faid 
'  he  to  Saadi,   ««  not  far  from  the  ftreet 
<*  where  Haffan  Alhabbal  lives  ;  let  us 
"  call  and  fee  what  ufe  he  made  of  the 
tf  two  hundred  pieces  of  gold  you  gave 
"  him,  and  what  fteps  he  has  madeto- 
<*  wards  the  bettering  of  his  fortune." 

*'  With  all  my  heart,"  replied  Saadij 

"  I  have  been  thinking  of  it  fomedays, 

4  A  <«  and. 
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<*  and  it  will  be  a  greater  pleafure  and 
t(  fatisfaftton  to  me  to  have  you  with 
<*  me.  You  will  fee  a  great  alteration  j 
t(  we  fhall  hardly  know  him  again." 
«  Juft  as  Saadi  faid  all  this,  thefetwo 
friends  turned  the  corner  of  the  ftreetj 
and  Saad,*who  perceived  me  firft  at  a 
diftance,  faid  to  his  friend — "I  be- 
'  lieve  you  reckon  without  your  hoft. 
«  I  fee  Haflan  Alhabbal,  but  can  dif- 
'  cern  no  change  in  his  perfon,  for  he 
4  is  as  ill  d  re  fled  as  when  we  faw  him 
before:  the  only  difference  that  lean 
perceive  is,   his  turban  looks  fome- 
thing  better.    Obferve  him  yourfelf, 
and  lee  whether  1  am  in  the  right  or 
•wrong." 
«  As  they  drew  nigher  to  me,  Saadi 

*  faw  me  too,  and  found  Saad  was  in 
«  the  right;  but  could  not  tell  to  what 

he  fhould  attribute  the  little  altera- 
tion he  faw  in  my  perfon;  and  wasfo 
much  amazed,  that  he  could  not  fpeak 
when  he  came  up  to  me.  «  Well,  Haf- 
f  fan,v  faid  Saad,  "  we  do  not  aflc  you 

*  how  affairs  go  iince  we  faw  you  laft ; 
c  without  doubt  they  carry  a  better 
«  face." 

"  Gentlemen,"  replied  I,  addrefling 
«  my  felf  to  them  both,  "I  have  the  great 
«'  mortification  to  tell  you,  that  your 
«*  defires,  wifhes,  and  hopes,  as  well 
««  as  mine,  have  not  had  the  fuccefsyou 
«'  ought  to  expeft,  and  I  promifed  my- 
*<  felf:  you  will  fcarce  believe  the  ex- 
*«  traordinary  adventure  that  has  be- 
«  fallen  me.  I  afTure  you,  neverthelefs, 
«<  on  the  word  of  an  honeft  man,  and 
«*  you  ought  to  believe  me,  for  nothing 
*'  is  more  true  than  what  I  am  going  to' 
«'  tell  you."  Then  I  related  to  them  my 
«  adventures,  with  the  circumftances{ 

*  had  the  honour  to  tell  your  majefty. 

«  Saadi  rejected  my  difcourfe,  and 
<  faid-!—"  HafTan,  you  joke  with  me, 
«<  and  would  deceive  me;  for  what  you 
fay  is  a  thing  incredible.  What  have 
kites  to  do  with  turbans?  they  only 
fearch  for  fomething  to  fatisfy  their 
hunger.  You  have  done  as  moftfuch 
f  fort  of  people  as  you  are  generally 
«  do.  If  they  have  made  any  extraor- 
«  dinary  gain,  or  any  good  fortune 

*  happens  to  them,  which  they  never 
**  expected,  they  throw  afide  theirwork, 
«'  and  divert   themfelves,    and   make 
**  merry,  while  the  money  lafts  ;  and 
€t  when  they  have  ate  and  drank  it  all 
<(  out,  are  reduced  to  the  fame  neceffity 
"  as  before.  You  would  not  be  fo  mi- 


"  ferable,  butbecaufe  you  deferve  it, 
"  and  render  yourfelf  unworthy  of  any 
"  good  action  done  to  you." 

"  Sir,"  replied  I,  «  I  bear  all  thefe  re. 
tf  proaches;  and  am  ready  to  bear  as 
"  many  more,  if  they  were  morfe  fevere, 
"  and  all  with  the  more  patience,  be- 
'«  caufe  I  '.'onot  think  I  deferve  them. 
"  The  thing  is  publickly  known  in  this 
"  part  of  the  town,  and  there  is  nobody 
"  fcarce  but  what  can  fatisfy  you  of  the 
"  truth  of  it,  if  required;  and  you  will 
"  find  that  I  do  not  impofe  upon  you. 
"  I  own,  I  never  heard  talk  of  kites 
"  flying  away  with  turbans;  but  this  is 
"  a  thing  that  has  happened,  as  a  great 
"  many  others  do,  which  though  they 
"  do  not  fall  out  every  day,  are  not  the 
"  lefs  probable." 

'  Saad  took  my  part,  and  told  Saadi 

<  a  great  many  as  furprizing  ftories  of 
'  kites,  fome  of  which  ,he  affirmed  he 

*  knew  to  be  true;  infomuch  thatatlalt 

*  he  pulled  his  purfe  out  of  his  bofom, 
'  and  counted  out  two  hundred  pieces 
f  of  gold   into  my  hand,  whiclrl  put 
'  into  my  bofom  for  want  of  a  purfe. 

4  When  Saadi  had  told  me  out  that 
'  fum,  he  faid  to  me — "  I  make  you  a 
"  prefent  of  thefe  two  hundred  pieces; 
"  but  take  care  to  put  them  in  a  fafer 
"  place,  that  you  may  not  lofe  them  fo 
"  unfortunately  as  you  have  done  the 
"  others."  I  told  him  that  the  obli- 
'  gation  of  this  his  fecond  kindnefs  was 

*  much  greater  than  I  deferved,   after 
e  what  had  happened,  and  that  I  mould 

*  be  fure  to  make  a  good  ufe  of  his  ad- 
'  vice.     I  would  have  laid  a  great  deal 

*  more,  but  he  would  not  permit  me, 
'  but  went  away   with    his    friend  to 
'  make  an  end  of  their  walk. 

'  As  foon  as  they  were  gone,  I  left 
'  off  work,  and  went  home;  and  find- 
'  ingneither  my  wifenor  children  with- 

*  in,  I  pulled  out  my  money,  put  ten 

*  pieces  by,  and  wrapt  up  the  reft  in  a 

*  clean  linen  cloth;  but  then  I  was  to 
'  confider  where  Iihould  hide  this  lin- 
'  en  cloth,  that  it  might  be  fafe.  After 
'  I   had   conficlered  fome  time,  I   be- 
'  thought  my  felf  of  laying  it  at  the  hot- 
'  torn  of  a  great  earthen  veflel,  which, 
'  ftood  full  of  bran  in  a  coiner,  where 
'  I  imagined  that  neither  my  wife  nor 
«  children  would  look  into.     My  wife 
'  came  home  foon  after;  and  as  I  ha4 

*  but  a  very  little  hemp  in  the  houfe,  $ 

<  went  out  to  buy  fome. 

'  While  I  was  out,  a  fandman,  who 
*  fells 
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*  fells  fcouringfand,  which  women  ufe 

*  to    clean     the     baths     with,     palled 
'  through  ourftreet,  and  called — "Any 
'  land  ho!"  My  wife,  who  wanted  fome, 

*  called  him;    but  as  (he  had  no  money, 

*  flie  aflced  him,  if  he  would  make  an 
'  exchange  of  fome  fand  for  fome  hran  : 
'  the  fandman  aikingtofee  the  bran, 

*  my  wife  (hewed  him  the  pot,  the  bar- 
'  gain  was.  made,  and  the  fandman  took 
'  the  pot  and  bran  along  with  him. 

«  Not  long  after  I  came  home,  load- 
c  ed  with  as  >much  hemp  as  I  could 
«  carry,  and  followed  by  five  porters 
«  loaded  alfo.  After  I  had  fatisfied 
«  them  for  their  trouble,  I  fat  down  to 
'  reftmyfelf;  and,  looking  about  me, 
'  could  not  fee  the  pot  of  bran. 

*  It  is  impoflible  for  me  to  exprefs  to 
'  your  majelty  my  furprize,  and  the 
'  effect  it  had  on  me.  I  alked  my  wife 

*  nattily,  what  was  become  of  it;   and 
'  fhe  told  me  the  bargain  (he  had  made 
'  with  the  fandman,  which  me  thought 

*  to  be  a  very  good  one. 

"Ah!  unfortunate  woman '."cried  I, 
'*  you  kjiow  not  the  injury  you  have 
<(  done  me,  yourfelf,  and  our  children, 
t(  by  making  that  bargain,  which  has 
"  ruined  us  quite.  You  thought  only 
«'  of  felling  the  bran;  but  with  the  bran 
"  you  have  enriched  the  fandman  with 
"  an  hundred  andninetypiec.es  of  gold, 
"  which  Saadi,  with  his  friend,  came 
"  and  made  me  a  fecond  prefent  of." 

'  My  wife  was  like  ojne  ftark  mad, 

*  when  Ihe  knew  what  a  fault  (he  had 
'  committed  through  ignorance.     She 

*  cried,  and  beat  her  breaft,  and  tore 

*  off  her  hair  and  cloaths.   "Unhappy 
"  wretch  as  I  am  !"  cried  (he;  "  am  I 
<l  fit  to  live  after  fo  horrid  a  miftake  ? 
"  Where  (hall  I  find  this  fandman?  I 
*'  never  faw  him  in  our  ftreet  before, 
"  and  know  him  not. — Oh!  hufband," 
«  added  (lie,  "  you  was  very  much  in  the 
«'  wrong  to  be  fo  referved  in  a  matter 
"  of  fuch  importance.  This  had  never 
"  happened,  if  you  had  communicated 
"  theiecretto  me."     In  ftiort,   I  (hall 
'  never  make  an  end  of  my  (lory,  if  I 
'  tell  your  majefty  what  her  grief  made 
'  her  fay;  for  women  are  of  ten  eloquent 
'  in  their  afflictions. 

"Wife,"  faidl,"moderateyourgrief; 
'*  by  your  weeping  and  howling  you 
"  will  alarm  all  the  neighbourhoodjand 
"  there  is  no  occafion  they  (hould  be  in- 
"  formed  of  our  misfortunes,  they  will 
<*  only  laugh  at  us,  initead  of  pitying 


us;  therefore  we  had  bed  bear  our 
lofspatiently,  and  fubmit  ourfelves  to 
the  will  of  God,  and  blefs  him  for  the 
ten  pieces  of  gold  we  have  left,  which, 
will  be  of  great  ferviceto  us  in  our 
trade." 

*  My  wife  at  firft  did  not  relifh  all 
thefe   my   arguments ;   but  as   time 
foftens  the  greateft  misfortunes,  and 
makes  them  tnore  fupportable,  (he  at 
laft  grew  eafy,  and  had  almoft  forgot 
them .  "  It  is  true,"  faid  I  to  her,  "  we 

*'  live  but  poorly.  But  what  fignify 
' (  riches  ?  Do  not  we  breathe  the  fame  air, 
"  and  enjoy  the  fame  light  and  warmth. 
"  of  the  fun  ?  Therefore  what  benefits 
f<  have  they,  more  than  we,  that  we 
"  (hould  envy  their  happinefs  ?  They 
ff  die  as  well  as  we.  In  ihort,  while 
"  we  live  in  the  fear  of  God,  as  we  all 
"  fliould  do,  the  advantage  they  have 
"  over  us  is  fo  very  inconfiderable,  that 
*'  we  ought  not  to  regard  it." 

'  I  will  not  tire  your  majefty  any 
longer  with  my  moral  reflections. 
My  wife  and  I  comforted  ourfelves 
in  this  manner,  and  I  followed  my 
trade  with  as  much  alacrity  as  before 
thefe  two  mortify  ing  lofies.  The  only 
thing  that  troubled  me  fometimes, 
was,  how  I  (hould  look  Saadi  in  the 
face,  when  he  (hould  come  and  a(k 
me  how  much  I  had  advanced  my 
fortune  with  what  he  had  fo  gene- 
roufly  given  me ;  though  it  was  no 
faultof  mine,  this  time,  no  more  than 
the  other,  but  an  accidental  misfor- 
tune. 

*  The  two  friends  ftaid  away  longer 
this  time  than  the  former,    though, 
Saad  had  often  fpoke  to  Saadi,  who 
always  put  it  off:  "For, "faid  he,  "the 

longer  we  (lay  away,  the  richer  Haf- 
fan  will  be,   and   I  (hall  have  the 
'  greater  fatisfacYion/' 

*  Saad,  who  had  not  the  fame  opi- 
nion of  the  efFeft  of  his  friend's  gene- 
rofity,    madeanfwer — "You  fancy, 

then,  that  your  prefent  will  turn  to  a 
better  account  now  than  before  ;  I 
would  advifeyounot  to  flatter  your- 
felf too  much,  for  fear  it  (hould  prove 
otherwife.'' — "  Why,"  replied  Saa- 
di, "  kites  do  not  fly  away  with  tur- 
bans every  day;  and  Haflan  will  be 
*'  more  cautious  this  time." 

"  I  do  notdoubt  of  it,"  replied  Saad: 

"  but,"  added  he,  "there  are  other  ac- 

«*  cidents  that  neither  you  nor  I  can 

**  think  of  i  therefore  I  fay,  moderate 

4  A  a     '          "  your 
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*'  your  joy,  and  do  not  depend  too 
"  much  on  HafTan's  good  fuccefs:  for 
"to  tell  you  what  I  think.,  and  what  I 
**  always  thought,  (whether  you  like 
"  it  or  not)  I  have  a  ferret  forefight, 
"  that  you  will  be  baulked  in  your  ex- 
«  peftatibns." 

*  In  fhort,  one  day,  when  Saad  and 
*  Saadi  were  together,  and  weredifput- 
ing  hard  upon  this  fubjeft,  they  re- 
folved  to  take  a  walk,  and  inform 
themfelves  which  of  them  was  in  the 
right.  I  faw  them  at  a  diftance,  was 
terribly  concerned,  and  was  juft go- 
ing to  leave  my  work,  and  to  run  and 
hide  myfelf.  I  feemed  very  earned  at 
work,  made  as  if  I  had  not  feen  them, 
and  never  lifted  up  my  eyes  till  they 
were,juft  by  me,  and  had  faluted  me, 
and  then  I  could  not  help  it.  After 
we  had  talked  upon  indifferent  mat- 
ters, I  told  them  my  laft  misfortune, 
with  all  the  circurhftances,  and  that 
I  was  as  poor  as  ever. 

*  After  that,  I  added-^"  You  may  fay 
"  that  I  ought  to  have  hid  my  money 
•'  in  another  place  than  in  a  pot  of  bran, 
"  which  was  carried  out  of>my  houfe 
•«  that  fame  day  ;  but  that  pot  had  flood 
t(  there  many  years,  and  had  never  been 
"  removed,  whenever  my  wife  parted 
«'  with  the  bran  :  befides,  could  I  guefs 
•«  that  a  fandman  fhould  come  by  that 
**  very  day,  and  my  wife,  having  no 
•«  money,    fhotild  make  fuch    an   ex- 
•*  change  ?  Indeed,  you  may  alledge, 
**  that  I  ought  to  have  told  my  wife  of 
<{  it;  but  I  will  never  believe  that  fuch 
4<  prudent  perfons,   as  I  am  perfuaded 
*v  you  are,    would  have  given  me  that 
"  advice:    and  if  I  had  put  my  money 
4t  any  where  elfe,  what  certainty  could 
*'  I  have  that  it  would  have  been  ino're 
"  fafe? 

*«  I  fee,  Sir,1'  faid  I,  addreffingmy- 
«  fclf  to  Saadi,  "that  it  has  pleafed"Go'd, 
*'  whofe  ways  are  fecret  and  impenetra- 
"  ble,  that  I  mould  not  be  enriched  by 
«'  your  liberality,  but  that  I  muft  be 
**  poor:  however,  the  obligation  is  the 
"  fame,  as  if  it  had  the  defired  effeft." 

*  After  thefe  words,  I  was  filent,  and 
*  Saadi   replied — "  Though   I  would 
•'  perfuade  myfelf,  Haffan,  that  all  you 
*'  tell  us  is  true,  and  not  owingtoyour 
"  debauchery  or  ill    oeconrmy,  yet  I 
"  muft  not  be  extravagant,  and  for  the 
«'  lake  cf  an   experiment  to  ruin  my- 
««  felf.     I  do  not   regret,  in  the  leaft, 
**  the  four  hundred   pieces  of  gold  I 
"  gave  you  to  rife  in  ihe  world}  1  did 


€t  it  for  God's  fake,  without  expecting 
any  recompence,  but  the  pleafure  of 
doing  good:  if  any  thing  makes  me 
repent,  it  is,  that  I  did  not  addrefs 
myfelf  to  another,  who  might  have 
made  a  better  ufe  of  my  charity/' 
Then  turning  about  to  his  friend  Sa- 
ad, he  continued—"  You  may  know, 
by  what  I  have  faid,that  I  do  not  give 
up  my  caufe;  you  may  now  make 
your  experiment,  and  let  me  fee  that 
there  are  ways,  befides  giving  mo- 
ney, to  make  a  poor  man's  fortune. 
Let  Haflan  be  the  man;  I  dare  fay, 
whatever  you  give  him,  he  will  not 
be  the  richer."     Saad  had  a  piece  of 
lead  in  his  hand,  which  he  (hewed  to 
Saadi:    "  You  faw   me,"    faid    he, 
take  up  this  piece  of  lead,  which  I 
found  on  the  ground;  I  will  give  it 
to  Haflan,  and  you  /hall  fee  what  it 
is  worth." 

'  Saadi  burft  out  a  laughing  at  Sa- 
ad. "  What  is  that  bit  of  lead 
worth?"  faid  he;"  a  farthing? 
What  can  HafTan  do  with  that"?'' 
Saad  preiented  it  to  me,  and  faid— 
Take  it,  Haffan.  Let  Saadi  laugh  5 
you  will  tell  us  fome  good  news  of 
it  one  time  or  another."  I  thought 
Saad  was  in  jeft,  and  had  a  mind  to 
divert  himfelf ;  but,  however,  I  put 
the  lead  in  my  .pocket,  and  thanked 
him.  The  two  friends  purfued  their 
walk,  and  I  fell  to  work  again. 
*  At  night,  when  I  pulled  off  mr 
cloathstogo  to  bed,  the  piece  of  lead, 
which  I  had  never  thought  of  from 
the  time  he  gave  it  me,  tumbled  out 
of  my  pocket:  I  took  it  up,  and  laid 
it  on  the  firft  place  neareft  me.  The 
fame  night  it  happened,  that  a  fifher- 
man,  a  neighbour,  mending  his  nets, 
found  a  piece  of  lead  wanting}  and  it 
being  too  late  to  buy  any,  iince  the 
(hops  were  flint  up,  and  he  muft  ei- 
ther fifh  that  night,  or  hrs  family  go 
without  bread  the  next  day,  he  called 
to  his  wife,  and  bid  her  enquire 
among  the  neighbours  for  a  bit.  She 
went  from  door  to  door,  on  both  (idea 
of  the  ftreet;  but  could  not  get  any, 
and  came  back  again  to  her  hulband 
to  tell  him  fo.  The  fidierman  feemed 
very  much  concerned;  and,  fcratch- 
ing  his  head,  afked  her  if  (he  had 
been  at  Haffan  Alhabbal's.  «*  No 
indeed,"  faid  the  wife;  "that  was 
too  far  off;  and  I  (hould  but  have 
loft  my  labour;  for  they  never  have 
"  any  thing  when  one  wants  it."— • 
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"  No  matter  for  that,"  faid  the  fifher- 

*  man;  "  for  though   you  have  miffed 
«<  a  hundred   things  before,  you  may 
««  chance  to  get  what  we  want  now." 

'  The  fifherman's  wife,  after  grum- 
«  bling  and  growling  all  the  way,  came 
'<  and  knocked  at  my  door,  and  waked 

*  me  out  of  a  found  fleep.     I  afked  her 

*  what  (he  wanted.     "  HafFan  Alhab- 
"  bal,"  faid  (he,  as  loud  as  (he  could 

*  bawl,  '*  my  hufband  wants  a  bit  of 
"  lead  to  mend  his  nets  withj  and  if 
"*'  you  have  a  bit,  defires  you  to'give  it 
4<  him.'" 

«  The  piece  of  lead  which  Saad  had 

*  given  me,  was  fo  frefh  in  my  memo- 
'  ry,  that  I  could  not  well  forget  it.    I 

<  told  my  neighbour,  that,  if  (he  would 

*  ftay  a  moment,  my  wife  fhould  give 

*  her  what  (he  wanted.     Accordingly, 

*  my  wife,  who  was  wakened  as  well 
'  as  myfelf,  got  up;  and,  groping  about 
«  where  I  directed  her,  found  the  lead, 
«  opened  the  door,  and  gave  it  to  the 
«   fisherman's  wife;   who  was  fo  over- 
«  joyed,    that   (lie  promifed  my   wife, 

*  that,  for  the  kindnefs  (he  did  her  and 

<  her  hufband,  we  ihould  have  the  firft 
«  caft  of  the  nets. 

'  The  fifherman  was  fo  much  rejoiced 
'  to  fee  the  lead,  which  he  fo  little  ex - 
«  peeled,  that  he  very  much  approved 
'  of  his  wife's  promife;  and  mending 
«  his  nets,  went  a  fifhing  two  hours 
'  before  day,  according  to  cuftom.  At 
«  the  firft  throw,  he  caught  but  one 
«  fi(h,  about  a  yard  long,  and  proper- 

*  tionable  in  thicknefs;  and  afterwards 

*  had  a  great  many  fuccefsful  cafts  : 
«  but,  of  all  the  fifh  he  took,  the  firft 
'  was  the  biggeft. 

«  When  the  fifhermanhad  done  fifh- 
«  ing,  he  went  home,  where  his  firft  care 
«  was  to  think  of  me.  I  was  extremely 

*  furprized,  when  at  my  work,   to  fee 

<  him  come  to  me  with    a   large  fifh 

*  in  his  hand.      "  Neighbour,"  faid 
'  he,    "  my  wife    promifed    you   laft 
"  night  whatever  fifh  I  fhould  catch  at 
*'  my  firft  throV;  and  it  pleafed  God 
"  to  fend  me  no  more  than  this  one, 
"  which,   for  the  pleafure  you  did  us, 
"   I   defire  you   to  accept;  for  all  my 

other  cafts  were  very  fuccefsful,  and 
this  is  but  a  trifling  prefent." 
"  Neighbour,"  laid  I,  "  the  bit  of 
lead  which  I  gave  you  was  worth  fo 
little  that  it  ought  not  to  be  valued 
at  fo  high  a  rate.  Neighbours  fhould 
affift  eachother  with  what  they  want. 
1  I  fti.ould  have  expected  the  fame  kind- 


«'  nefs  from  you,  had  I  been  in  fuch  a 
"  need  ;  therefore  I  would  refufe  your 
prefent,  if  I  was  not  perfuaded  you 
gave  it  me  freely,  and  that  I  mould 
anger  you  :  and,  frnce  you  will  have 
it  fo,  I  return  you  my  hearty 
thanks." 

*  After  thefe   compliments,  I  took, 
the  fifh,   and  carried  it  home  to  my 
wife.     "  Here,"  faid  f,  "  take  this 

fifh,  which  the  fifherman  our  neigh- 
bour has  made  me  a  prefent  of,  for 
the  little  bit  of  lead  he  fent  to  us  for 
laft  night.  I  believe  it  is  all  that 
we  can  expect  from  the  prefent  Saad 
made  me  yefterclay."  And  then  I 

told  her  what  had  paffed  between  the 

two  friends. 

*  My  wife  was  very  much  ftartler! 
to  fee  fo  large  a  full.    "  What  would 

you  have  rne  do  with  it?"  faid  fhe; 
our  gridiron  is  only  to  broil  fmall 
fifh,  and  we  have  not  a  pot  big  enough 
to  boil  it." — "  That  is  your  bu- 
finefs,"anfwered  I:  «<  drefsit  as  you 
will;  I  mall  like  it  either  way/* 
And  then  I  went  to  my  work  again. 
'  In  gutting  the  fifh,  my  wife  found 
a  large  diamond;  which,  when  (he 
wafhed  it,  fhe  took  for  a  piece  of 
glafs.  Indeed,  fhe  had  heard  talk  of 
diamonds,  but  had  never  feen  one. 
She  gave  it  to  the  children  for  a  play- 
thing; who  handed  it  about  from  one 
to  another,  to  admire  the  brightneis 
and  beauty  of  it. 

*  At  night,  when  the  lamp  was  light- 
ed, and  the  children  were  (till  playing 
with  the  diamond,  they  perceived  that 
it  gave  a  light,  when  my  wife,  who 
was  getting  them  their  fupper,  ftoocl 
between  them  and  the  lamp ;  upon 
which  they  fnatched  it  from  one  ano- 
ther to  look   at  it,  and  ;he  youngeft 
fell  a  crying,  that  the  eldeft  would, 
not  let  them   have  it   long  enough. 
But,  as  children  always  fquabble  and 
fall  out,  my  wife  and  I  took  no  no- 
tice of  them,  and  all  was  quiet;  for 
the  great  ones,  who  flipped  with  us, 
had  given  the  diamond  in  the  mean 
time  to  the  youngeft.       » 

'  After  fupper,  when  the  children 
came  together  again,  they  began  to  ' 
make  the  fame  noife,  and  I  called  to 
the  eldeft  to  know  what  was  the  mat- 
ter, who  told  me  it  was  a  piece  of 
glafs,  which  gHve  a  light  when  his 
back  was  to  the  lamp;  upon  which  I 
bid  bim  bring  it  to  me,  and  made  the 
experiment  myfelfj  and  it  appeared 
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fo  extraordinary  to  me,  that  I  afked 
my  wife  what  it  was,  who  told  me 
that  it  was  a  piece  of  glafs  which  flie 
found  in  gutting  the  fifli. 
'  I  thought  no  more  than  flie  but 
that  it  was  a  bit  of  glafs ;  but  was  re- 
folved  to  make  a  farther  experiment 
of  it,  and  therefore  bid  my  wife  put 
the  lamp  in  the  chimney;  and  ftill 
found  that  it  gave  fo  great  a  light, 
that  we  might  fee  to  go  to  bed  with- 
out the  lamp;  fo  I  put  it  out,  and 
placed  the  bit  of  glafs  upon  the  chim- 
ney to  light  us.  "  Look!"  faid  I, 
;  this  is  another  advantage  that  my 
:  Ssad's  piece  of  lead  procures  us;  it 
1  will  lave  us  the  expence  of  gil/' 

*  When  the  children  faw  the  lamp 
was  out,  and  that  the  bit  of  glafs  fup- 
plied  it's  place,  they  hallooed  out  fo 
loud,  and-  made  fo  great  a  noife,  that 
it  was  enough  to  alarm  the  neigh- 
bourhood; and  before  my  wife  and  I 
could  quiet  them,  we  weie  forced  to 
augment  it.     After  they  were  in  bed, 
my  wife  and  I,  who  lay  juft  by  them, 
went  to  bed  too;  and  next  morning, 
without   thinking  any  more  of  the 
glafs,  I  went  to  work  as  ufual :  for  it 
ought  not  to  feem  ftrajige,  that  fo  or- 
dinary a  perfon  as  I  was,  who  had 
never  feen  any  diamonds,  fhould  not 
know  them,  or  their  value. 

*  But,  before  I  proceed,  I  muft  tell 
your  rnajefty,that  there  was  but  a  very 
(light  partition- wall  between  my  next 
neighbour's    houfe    and  mine,    who 
was  a  very  rich  Jew,  and  a  jeweller; 
and  the  chamber  that  he  and  his  wife 
lay  in  joined  to  ours:  and,  as  they 
were  both  in  bed,  the  noife  my  chil- 
dren made  awakened  them. 

*  The  next  morning  the   jeweller's 
wife  came  to  mine  to  complain  of  be- 
ing diftuibed  out  of  their  rirft  fleep. 

Good  neighbour  Rachel,''  (which 
was  the  name  of  the  Jewefs)  faid  my 
wife,  "lam  very  forry  for  what  hap- 
pened, and  hope  you  will  excufe  it: 
you  are  fentible  that  it  was  the  chil- 
dren; and  they,  you  know,  will  laugh 
and  cry  for  any  thing.  Come  in, 
and  1  will  (hew  you  what  was  the 
occafion  of  all  the  noife." 
«  The  Jewefs  went  in  with  her;  and 
my  wife,  taking  the  diamond  off  the 
chimney-piece,  gave  it  into  her  hands. 
See  here,"  faid  me,  "  it  was  this 
piece  of  glafs  that  caufed  all  the 
noife:"  and  while  the  Jewefs,  who 


underftood  all  forts  of  jewels,  wa* 
1  examining  this  diamond  with  admi- 
ration, my  wife  had  told  her  what 
had  happened,  and  how  (he  found  it 
in  the  fifli's  belly. 

"  Indeed,  Rifchaah,"  (which    was 

my  wife's  name)  faid   the  jeweller's 

wife,  giving  her  the  diamond  again, 

*  I  believe  it  is  a  piece  of  glafs;  but  as 

e  it  is  more  beautiful  than  common 

'  glafs,   and  I  have  juft  fuch   another 

'  piece  at  home,  I  will  buy  it,  if  you 

<  will  fell  it." 

*  The  children,,  who  heard  them  talk- 
ing of  felling  their  play-thing,   pre- 
fently  interrupted  their  converlation, 
crying  and  begging  of  their  mother 
not  to   part  with  it ;  who,   to  quiet 
them,  promifed  flie  would  not. 

*  The  Jewefs,  being  thus  prevented 
in  her  bargain  by  my  children,  went 
away;   but  firft  whifpered  with  my 
wife,  who  followed  her  to  the  door, 
that  if  flie  had  a  mind  to  fell  it,  not 
to  ftiew  it  to  any  body  before  (he  had 
told  her. 

*  As  foon  as  the  Jewefs  parted  with 
my  wife,  fheran  to  the  Jew  her  huf- 
band,  who  went  outearly  in  the  morn- 
ing to  his  (hop  in  that  part  of  the  town 
where  the  jewellers  all  referred  to, 
and  told  him  the  difcovery  flie  had 
made;  and  then  gave  him  an  account, 
as  nigh  as  (he  could,  of  the  fize  and 
weight  of  it,  and  of  it's  beauty,  wa- 
ter, and  luftre. 

'  Thejewfenthiswife  immediately  to 
treat,  and  to  offer  her  a  trifle  at  firft, 
as  (he  mould  think  fit,  and  then  to 
raife  her  price  by  degrees;  but  to  be 
fure  to  bring  it,  coft  what  it  would. 
Accordingly,  his  wife  came  again  to 
mine,  and  bid  her  twenty  pieces  of 
gold  for  that  piece  of  glafs. 

*  My  wife,  finding  the  fum  fo  confi- 
derable,  would  not  make   any  bar- 
gain, but  told  her  flie  could  not  part 
with  it  till  flie  had  fpoken  to  me.     In 
the  mean  time,  I  came  from  my  work 
to  dinner;  and,  as  they  were  talking 
at  the  door,  my  wife  (topped  me,  and 
a(ked  me  if  I  would  fell  the  piece  of 
glafs   which    (he  had  found  in    the 
fifli's  belly  for  twenty  pieces  of  gold, 
which  her  neighbour  had  offered  her. 
I  returned  no  anfwer,  but  reflected 
immediately   on   the  aflurance  with 
which  Saad,  on  giving  me  the  piece 
of  lead,  told  me  it  would  make  my 
fortune.     The  Jewefs,  fancying  that 

«  the 
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'  the  low  price  fhe  had  offered  was  the 

<  reafon  I  made  no  reply,  laid—"  I 
«  will    give  you  fifty,  neighbour,  if 
<«  that  will  do." 

«  As  foon  as  I  found  that  fhe  rofe 
«  prefently  from  twenty  to  fifty,  I  told 

*  her  that  I  expe&ed  a  great  deal  more. 
«   Well,  neighbour,"  /aid  flie,  " I  will 
«  give  you  a  hundred,  and  that  is  too 
"  much;  I  know  not  but  my  hufband 
"  maybe  angry  with  me."     At  this 
«  new  augmentation,  I  told  her  I  would 
'  have  an  hundred  thoufand  pieces  of 

*  gold;  that  I  knew  very  well  that  the 
'  diamond  was  worth  agreat  deal  more  j 

<  but,  to  oblige  *her  and  her  hufband, 
«  as  they  were  neighbours,  I  would  li- 
'  mit  rnyfelf  to  that  price;  and  if  they 
'  refuted  to   give    it,    other  jewellers 
«  mould  have  it,  who  would  give  a  great 

*  deal  more. 

The  Jewel's  confirmed  me  in  this  re- 
'  folution,  by  being  fo  eager  to  con- 

<  elude  the  bargain,  and  by  coming  up, 
«  at  feveral  biddings,  to  fifty  thoufand 

*  pieces;    which   I  refufed.     "  I  can 
tf  offer  you  no  more,"  faid  flie,  "  with- 
<c  out  my  hufband's  confent,  who  will 
'«  be  at  home  at  night;  and  I  would 
"  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  let  him  fee 
«*  it;"  which  I  promifed. 

'  At  night,  when  the  Jew  came  home, 

<  his  wife  told  him  what  (he  had  done, 
'  that  I  refufed  fifty  thoufand  pieces  of 

*  gold,  and  that  I  promifed  to  (lay  till 
«  night.     He  obferved  the  time  I  left 
'  off  work,  and  came  to  me.    "Neigh- 
'*  bour  Haffan."  faid  he,  "I  defire  you 
"  would   fhew  me  the  diamond  your 
"  wife  (hewed  to  mine."     I  bid  him 

*  go  in  with  me,  and  he  fhould.     As 

*  it  was  pretty  dark,  and  my  lamp  was 

*  not  lighted,  he  knew  prefently,  by 
'  the  light  the  diamond  caft,  and  by 

<  the  luftre  it  had,   that  his  wife   had 
«  given  him  a  ju(t  account.  He  looked 
'  at,  and    admired    it   a    long    time. 
*'  Well,  neighbour,"  faid  he,  '*  my 
«'  wife  tells  me  fhe  has  offered  you  fif- 
'*  ty   thoufand  pieces  of  gold:  come, 
c<  I  will    give   you   twenty    thoufand 
«'  more." 

"  Neighbour,"  faid  I,  "  your  wife 
"  can  tell  you  that  I  valued  my  dia- 
?'  mond  at  a  hundred  thoufand  pieces; 
«*  and  I  will  take  nothing  lefs."  He 
c  bartered  along  time  with  me,  in  hopes 
f  that  I  mould  make  fome  abatement; 
'  but  finding  at  lull  that  I  was  pofitive, 

<  and  for  fear  that  I  fliould  fhew  it  to 
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other  jewellers,  he  came  up  to  my 
price:  he  told  me  that  he  had  not  Ib 
much  at  home, but  would  pay  it  me  all 
by  that  time  to-morrow, and  that  very 
inftant  fetched  two  bags  of  a  thou- 
fand pieces  each,  as  an  earneft;  and 
the  next  day,  though  I  do  not  know 
.how  he  raifed  the  money,  whether  he 
borrowed  it,  or  let  fome  other  jewel- 
lers in  partners  with  him,  he  brought 
me  the  fum  we  agreed  for  at  the  time 
appointed,  and  I  gave  him  the  dia- 
mond. 

*  Having  thus  fold  my  diamond,  and 
being  infinitely  Hcli  beyond  my  hopes, 
I  thanked  God  for  his  bounty  and 
liberality  ;    and    would    have    gone 
and  thrown  myfelf  at  Saad's  feet,  if" 
I  haxl  known  where  he  lived  ;  as  a! fa 
at  Saadi's,  to  whom  I  was  firrl  oblig- 
ed, though  his  good  intention  had  not 
the  fame  fucceis. 

'  Afterwards,  I  thought  of  the  ufel 

mould  make  of  fo  confiderable  a  fum. 

My  wife,  with  the  vanity  natural  t<» 

her  fex,  propofed  immediately  to  buy 

rich  cloaths  for  her  and  her  children, 

and  to  purchafe  a  houfe,  and  furnifh 

it  handlbmeiy.     I  told  her  we  ought 

not  to    begin    with   fuch   expences; 

c  For,"  faid  I,  "  though  the  money  U 

*  made  to  be  fpent,  yet  we  mult  pro- 

'  ceed  to  lay  a  good  foundation,  that 

'  we  may  notexhauft  our  itock."  And 

accordingly  began  fo  to  do  the  next 

morning. 

«  I  fpent  all  that  day,  and  the  next, 
in  going  to  the  people  of  my  own 
trade,  who  worked  hard  every  day 
for  their  bread;  and,  giving  them  mo- 
ney beforehand,  engaged  them  to 
work  for  me  in  different  forts  of 
rops-making^  according  to  their  abi- 
lity, with  a  promife  never  to  make 
them  wait  for  their  money,  but  to  pay 
them  as  foon  as  their  work  was  done. 

*  By  this  means  I  engroffcd  almofl 
all  the  bufmefs  of  Bagdad;  and  every 
body  was  pleafed  with  my  exa6lnef$ 
and  punctual  payment. 

*  Now,  as  fo  great  a  number  of 
workmen  muft  produce  a  great  deal 
of  work,  I  went  andJiired  warehoufes 
in  feveral  parts  of  the  town  to  hold 
my  goods,  and  appointed  over  each  a 
clerk,  to  fell  both  by  wholefale  and 
retail  ;  and  by  this  oeconomy  received 
a  confiderable  profit.  Afterwards,  to 
unite  fo  many  warehoufes  into  one 
place,  I  bought  a  large  houfe,  which 
«  flood 
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*  ftood  upon  a  great  deal  of  ground, 
f  pulled  it  down,  and  built  lhat  which 

*  your  majefty  faw  yeiterday;  which, 

*  though  it  makes  To  great  an  appear- 
«  ance,  coniiits,   for  the  moft  part,  of 
«  warehoufesformy  bufmefs,  with  only 

*  what  apartments  are  juft  neceflary  for 
e  me  and  my  family. 

*  Some  time  after  I  had  left  my  poor 
'  old  habitation,  and  removed  to  this 

*  new  one,  Saad  and  Saadi,  who  had 
4  fcarce  thought  of  me  from  the  laft 
'  time  they  had  been  with  me,  as  they 

*  were  one  day  walking  together,  and 

*  pafling  by  our  ftreet,  refolved  to  call 

*  upon  me  :  but  how  great  was  their 

*  furprize,  when  they  did  not  fee  me  at 

*  work  as  they  ufed  to  find  me !  They 
'  aflced  what  was  become  of  me,  and  if 

*  I  was  alive  or  dead.     But  then  their 
«  amazement  was  redoubled,  when  they 
'  were  told  that  I  was  become  a  great 

*  merchant,  and  was  no  longer  called 

*  plain  Haflan,  but  Cogia  Kaftan  Al- 

<  habbal ;  which  was  to  fay,  Merchant 

*  Haftan,  Rope-maker;  and  that  I  had 

*  built,  in  a  ftreet  which  they  named,  a 

*  houfe  like  a  palace. 

*  The  two  friends  went  directly  to 

*  the  ftreet;  and  in  the  way,  as  Saadi 

*  could  not  imagine  that  the  bit  of  lead 

*  which  Saad  had  given  me  could  be 

*  the  raifing  of  my  fortune,  he  faid  to 
•*  him — "  I  am  overjoyed  to  have  made 
'*  Kaftan  Alhabbal's  fortune:    but  I 
*'  cannot  forgive  the  two  lyes  he  told 
"  me,  to  get  four  hundred  pieces  in- 
'*  ftead  of  two;  for  I,  nor  nobody  elfe, 
<e  can  attribute  it  to  the  piece  of  lead 
«  you  gave  him.'' 

"  That  is  your  thought/'    replied 

<  Saad,  "but  not  mine:  and  I  do  not 
"  fee  why  you  fhould  do  Cogia  Kaftan 
•*  fo  much  injufticeas  to  take  him  fora 
"  liar.    You  will  give  me  leave  to  be- 
«'  lieve  that'he  told  us  the  truth,  and 
«  difguifed  nothing  from  us,  and  that 
**  the  piece  of  lead  which  I  gave  him 
*'  is  the  caufe  of  his  profperity  ;  and 
«'  you  will  find  he  will  prefently  tell 
«  us  fo." 

«  In  this  difcourfe  the  two  friends 
'  came  into  the  ftreet  where  I  live,  and 
4  a  iked  whereabouts  my  houfe  ftood  ; 

*  and  being  (hewecl  it,  and  confidering 

*  the  front,  they  h,ad  m,uch  ado  to  be- 
f  lieve  it. 

*  As  foon  as  they  had  knocked  at  the 
'  door,  my  porter  opened  it  j  and  Saadi, 

*  fearing  to  be  rude  in  taking  the  houfe 


of  fome  noble  lord  for  that  he  was 
enquiring  after,  faid  to  the  porter—, 
I  am  afraid  we  are  wrong,  thougl 
they  tell  us  this  is  Cogia  Haflan  Al- 
habbal's." — "  You  are  very  right," 
faid  the  porter,  opening  the  door 
wider  ;  "  it  is  the  fame  ;  and  any  of 
the  Oaves  will  tell  him  that  you  at- 
tend.'1 

*  I  had  no  fooner  fet  my  eyes  upon 
the  two  friends  than  I  knew  them. 
I  role  from  my  feat,  and  ran  to  them, 
and  would  have  kifled  the   hem  of 
their  garments;  but  they  would  not 
let  me,  but  embraced  me.     I  invited 
them  to  fit  down  on  a  fofa,  which  was. 
placed  full  againft  my  gardens,  and 
fat  over-againll  them;  aiTuringthem^ 
at  the  fame  time,  that  I  had  not  for- 
got that  I  was  Kaftan  Alhabbal,  nor 
the  obligations  I  had  to  them. 

*  Then  Saadi,  addrefiing  himfelf  to 
me,  faid  — "  Cogia  Haflan,  I  cannot 

exprefs  my  joy  to  fee  you  in  the  con- 
dition I  wifhed  you  when  I  made  you 
the  prefents,  without  reproaching 
you  of  twice  two  hundred  pieces  of 
gold ;  and  I  am  perfuaded  that  thofe 
four  hundred  pieces  have  made  this 
wonderful  change  in  your  fortune, 
which  I  fee  with  pleafure  :  only  there 
is  one  thing  that  vexes  me  ;  which 
is,  I  cannot  comprehend  the  reafon 
why  you  (hould  difguife  the  truth 
from  me,  alledging  twice  thofe  mif- 
fortunes  which  feem  incredible." 
'  Saad  heard  this  difcourfe  of  Saadi's 
with  impatience,  and,  I  may  fay, 
anger,  which  he  (hewed  by  carting 
down  his  eyes,  and  making  his  headj 
but,  however,  did  not  interrupt  him» 
When  he  had  done,  he  faid  to  him—- 
Forgive me,  Saadi,  if  I  prevent  Co- 
gia Kaftan,  before  he  anfwers  you, 
to  tell  you  that  I  admire  at  your  pie-, 
judice  againft  his  fincetity,  and  that 
you  ftill  perfift  in  not  believing  the 
aflWances  he  has  already  given  you. 
I  have  told  you  before,  and  I  repeat 
it  to  you  once  more,  that  I  believe 
thofe  two  accidents  which  befel  him 
upon  his  bare  relation  j  and,  what- 
ever you  may  fay,  I  am  perfuaded 
that  they  are  true ;  but  let  him  fpeak 
himfelf,  and  tell  which  of  us  does 
him  juftice." 

*  After   this   difcourfe   of  the  two 
friends,  I  faid,  addrefting  myfelf  to 
them  both — "  Gentlemen,  I  fliould 

*'  condemn  myfelf  to  perpetyai  filence* 

«'  oa 
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*  up.     I  led  them  into  another  hall, 
c  where  they  admired  the  convenienc/ 

*  of  it,  the  beaufet,  and  the  meat  I  had 

*  provided.   I  regaled  them  alfo  with  a 

*  concert  of  vocal  and  inftrumental  mu- 
fick  during  the  repaft;  and  afterwards 
with  a  company  of  dancers,  and  other 
entertainments,  endeavouring  to  fhew 
them,  as  much  as  poflible,  ray  grati- 
tude. 

'  The  next  morning,  as  we  had  agreed 
to  take  a  little  frefli  air,  we  went  to 
the  river- fide  by  fun-rife,  and  went 
on  board  a  pleafure-boat  that  waited 
for  us  ;  and  in  lefs  than  an  hour  and 
a  half's  time,  with  fix  oars  and  the 
ftream,  we  arrived  at  my  country- 
houfe. 

*  When  we  went  on  (bore,  the  two 
friends  (topped  to  obferve  the  beauty 
of  the  ou  tilde  of  my  houfe,  and  to  ad-' 
mire  it's  advantageous  fituation   for 
the  profpe^ls,  which  were  neither  too 
much  limited  nor  too  extenfive,  but 
very  agreeable.    Then  I  carried  them 
into  all  the  apartments,  and  fhswed 
them  all  the  out-houfes  and  conve- 
niences;  with  all  which  they  were  very 
well  pleafed. 

*  Afterwards,   we  walked  into  the 
gardens;  where,  what  they  were  moil 
delighted  with,  was  a  grove  of  orange 
and  lemon  trees,   loaded  with  fruit, 
which    were    planted    at    equal    dif- 
tances,  and  watered  by  a  canal  which 
-VTIS  cut  frprn  a  pleafant  river  juft  by. 

'The  clofe  made,  the  fragrant  fmell 
which  perfumed  the  air,  thefoft  mur- 
murings  of  the  water,  the  harmonious 
notes  of  an  infinite  number  of  birds, 
and  a  great  many  other  things  whrch 
were  agreeable,  (truck  them  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  they  hardly  ftirred  a 
ftep  but  they  exprefied  how  much  they 
were  obliged  to  me  for  bringing  them 
to  fo  delightful  and  pleafant  a^place, 
'  and  forr.etiir.es  to  congratulate  me 

*  upon  my  happinefs  and  great  acqui- 
'  fitions.     Then  I  led  them  to  the  end 
'  of  the  grove,  which  was  very  long 
'  and  large,  where  I  mewed  'them   a 
'  wood   of  large  grown  trees,   which 

*  Rood  at  the  end  of  my  garden ;  and 
«  afterwards  a  fummer-houfe,  open  on 
'  all  fides,  maded  with  an  hoft  of  palm- 
'  trees,  but  not  fo  as  to  fpoil  the  pro- 
'  fpecl :   then   I   invited  them  to  walk, 
'  in,,  and  repofe  themfelves  on  a  rich 

*  covered  fofa. 

•  There  two  of  my  boys,  whom  I 
4-  B  -  «  had 


*4  on  the  clearing  up  of  what  you  afl; 
"  of  me,  if  I  was  not  certain  the  dif- 
'*  pute  you  argue  upon  on  my  account 
«'  cannot  break  that  tie  of  friendfhip 
<«  between  you;  therefore  I  will  de- 
"  cb.re  to  you  the  truth,  fince  you  re- 
*'  q  1.1  ire  it,  and  with  the  fame  fmcerity 
"  as  before."  Then  I  told  them  every 
'  f)  -jMe  accident,  as  your  majefty  has 
*  heard,  without  forgetting  the  leaft 
«  circumftance. 

«  All  my  protefbations  had  no  effect 
«  on  Saadi  to  cure  him  of  his  prejudice. 
««  Cogia  HafTan,"  replied  Saadi,  <' the 
*'  adventureof thefifh,and thediamond 
**  found  in  it's  belly,  nppears  to  me  as 
«'  inc^etlibie  as  the  kite's  flying  away 

<  with  your  turban,  anil  the  exchange 

*  of  the  fcouring- fand.     Be  it  as  it 
'  will,  I  am  conviaced  that  you  are  no 
'  longer  poor,  but  as  rich.as  I  intended 
'  you  mould  be,  by  my  meansj  and  I 

*  rejoice  fincerely." 

*  As  it  grew  late,  they  got  up  to  take 
their  leaves  ;  when  I,  ftopping  them, 
faid — "  Gentlemen,  there  is  one  fa- 

«  vour  which  I  beg  of  you  not  to  je- 

*  fufe  to  do  me  the  honour  of  5  and 
«  that  is,  to  ftay  and  take  a  flight  fup- 

*  per  with   me,   and  a  bed  to-night ; 

*  and  to-morrow  I  will  carry  you  to  a' 

*  country- houfe  I  bought  for  the  fake 

<  of  the  air,  and  we  will  return  the 
«*   fame  day  on  my  horfes." 

"  If  Saad  has  no  bufmefs  that  calls 
«*  himelfewhere,"  faid  Saadi,  "Icon- 
ft  lent."  Saad  told  him  that  nothing 
ftiould  prevent  his  enjoying  his  com- 
pany; and  while  they  were  talking 
about  fending  a  flave  to  their  homes, 
that  they  might  not  fit  up  for  them,  I 
went  an  J  ordered  fupper. 
'  While  fupper  was  getting  ready,  I 
fhewed  my  benefactors  my  houfe  and 
all  my  offices,  which  they  found  to 
be  very  large  for  my  fortune.  I  call 
them  both  benefaclors  without  tlif- 
tin6tion,becaufe,  without  Saadi,  Saad 
would  never  have  given  me  the  piece 
of  lead;  and,  without  Saad,  Saadi 
would  not  have  given  me  the  four 
hundred  pieces  of  ^old,  to  which  I 
attribute  the  rife  of  my  good  fortune. 
Then  I  brought  them  back  again  into 
the  hail,  where  they  afked  me  feveral 
queilions  about  my  bufinefs;  and  I 
gave  them  fuch  anfwers  as  fatisfied 
them. 

*  During  this  difcourfe,  my  fervants 
«ame  to  tell  me  that  fupper  was  ferved 
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*  had  fent  into  the  country  with  a  tu- 
*-  tor  for  the  air,  left  us,  to  go  into  the 

*  wood  a  bird- netting  ;  and  feeing  one, 

*  which  was  built  pretty  high,  they  bid 

*  the  flave  who  waited  on  them  climb 

*  the  tree  for  it;  who,  when  became  to 

*  it,  was  very  much  furprized  to  find  it 
f  built  in  a  turban  :  however,  he  took 

*  it,  and  brought  it  down  with  him  ; 

*  and,  as  he  thought  that  I  might  like 

*  to  fee  a  thing  that  was  fo  uncommon, 
4  lie  gave  it  to  the  eldeft  boy  to  bring 
*•  to  me. 

'  I  fawthe  children  at  adiftancecom- 

*  ing  back  to  us,  overjoyed  to  have  a 
«  neft.     ««  Father,"  faid  the  eldeft  lad, 
*'  we  have  found  a  neft  in  a  turban  !" 

*  The  two  friends  and  I  were  all  very 

*  much  furprized  at  the  novelty;  but 

*  I  much  more,  when  I  knew  the  tur- 

*  ban  to  be  that  which  the  kite  flew 

*  away  with.    After  I  had  examined  it 

*  well,  and  turned  it  about,  I  faid  to 
"  my  two  guefts — "  Gentlemen,  have 
*'  you  memories  good  enough  to  re- 
**  member  the  turban  I  had  on  the  day 
"  you  did  me  the  honour  firft.  to  fpeak 
"  to  me  ?"  —  "  I  do  not  think,"  faid 

*  Saad,  "  that  either  my  friend  or  I 

gave  any  attention  to  it ;  but,  if  the 
hundred  and  ninety  pieces  of  gold 
are  in  it,  we  cannot  doubt  of  it." 
"  Sir,"  replied  I,  "  there  is  no  dif- 
pute  but  it  is  the  fame  ;  for,  befides- 
that  I  know  it  very  well,  it  feels  very 
heavy.  Give  yourfelf  the  trouble  to 
take  it  in  your  hand."  Then,  after 
'  taking  out  the  birds,  and  giving  them 

*  to  the  children,  I  put  it  into  his  hands, 

*  and  he  gave  it  to  Saadi.     "  Indeed," 
'  faid  Saadi,  "  I  believe  it  to  be  your 
*c  turban  ;  which  I  (hall  be  better  con  - 
*'  vinced  of  when  J  fee  the  money." 

*'  Now,  Sir,"  added  I,  taking  the 
c  turban  again,  "  obferve  very  weil  be- 
«c  fore  I  touch  it,  that  no  human  hand 
cottld  have  made  fuch  a  neft ;  and 
the  condition  in  which  you  fee  it 
(hews  it  not  to  be  of  a  very  freili 
date,  and  is  a  fufficient  proof  that  it 
has  lain  in  the  tree  ever  fince  that 
day  the  kite  took  it  from  off  my 
head.  I  think  it  proper  that  I  fliould 
make  this  remark,  fince  it  concerns 
me  fo  much  to  remove  your  fufpi- 
"  cions  of  my  being  deceitful,"  Saad 

*  backed  me   in  what  I   urged  ;    and 
«  fajd — .«<  Saadi,  this  regards  you,  and 
"  not  me  j  for  I  am  verily  perCuaded 


that  Cogia  HaiTan  does  not  impofe 
upon  us." 

«  While  Saad  was  talking,  I  pulled 
off  the  linen-cloth  which  was  wrap- 
ped about  the  cap,  and  took  out  the 
bag,  which  Saadi  knew  to  be  the  fame 
that  he  gave  me.  I  emptied  it  oiyfelf 
before  them,  and  faid — "There,  gen- 
tlemen, there  is  the  money  !   Count 
:  it,  and  fee  if  it  be  right."     Which 
Saad  did,  and  found  it  to  be  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety  pieces  of  gold.  Then 
Saadi,  who  could  not  deny  fo  mani- 
feft  a  truth,  addrcOing  himfelf  to  me, 
faid — "  I  agree,  Cogia  Hafian,  that 
;  this  money  could  not  be  aflifting  to 
;  your  enrichment;  but  the  other  hun- 
"  dred  and  ninety  pieces,  which  you 
"  would  make  me  believe  you  hid  in  a 
"  pot  of  bran,  might."  —  "  Upon  my 
"  word,  Sir,"    anfwered  I,    "  I  have 
"  told  you  the  truth  in  regard  to  both 
"  fums;  and  you  would  not  have  me 
"  ret raft j  to  make  myfelf  a  liar." 

"  Cogia  Haffan,"  faid  Saad,  "  leave 

"  Saadi  to  his  own  opinion -.  I  confent, 

"  with  all  my  heart,  that  he  believe 

*'  you  are  obliged  to  him  for  one  part 

"  of  your  good  fortune,  by  the  means 

"  of  the  lalt  fum  he  gave  you,  provided 

"  that  he  will  agree  that  I  contributed 

"  to  the  other  half  by  the  bit  of  lead, 

'*  and  will  not  pretend  to  difpute  the 

"  diamond  found  in  the  fiftTs  befly." 

— l<  I  agree  to  it,"  anfwered  Saadi  5 

"  but  ftiil  you  muft  give  me  liberty  to 

believe  that  money  is  not  to  be  amaf- 

fed  without  money." 

"  What,"  replied  Saad,  "  if  Chance 

mould  throw  a  diamond  in  my  way 

worth  fifty  thoufand  pieces  of  gold, 

and  I  fliould  have  that  fum  given  me 

for  it,  can  it  be  faid  that  I  got  that 

fum  by  money  ?" 

'  They  dilputed  no  farther  then;  but 
we  got  up,  and  went  into  the  houfe, 
juft  as  dinner  was  ready.  After  din- 
ner, I  left  my  guefts  together,  to  pafs 
away  the  heat  of  the  day  more  at  their 
liberty,  while  I  went  to  give  orders 
to  my  houfekeepei-and  gardener.  Af- 
terwards, I  went  to  thcui  again;  and 
we  talked  of  indifferent  matters  till  it 
grew  a  little  cooler ;  when  we  return- 
ed into  the  garden  for  frefli  air,  and 
itaid  till  fun-fet:  then  we  all  mount- 
ed on  horfcback,  and  got  to  .Bagdad 
by  moon -light  two  hours  after,  fol- 
lowed by  one  of  my  flave*. 
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*  It  happened,  (but  I  do  not  know  by 
what  negligence  of  my  iervants)  that 
we  were  then  out  of  oats,  and  the 
ftore-houfes  were  all  (hut  up;  when 
one  of  my  flaves,  feelcirg  about  the 
neighbourhood  for  fome,  met  with  a 
pot  of  bran   in  a  (hop,   bought  the 
bran,  and  brought  the  pot  along  with 
him,  promifing  to  carry  it  back  again 
the  next  day.     The  Have  emptied  the 
bran  into  the  manger;  and  dividing 
it  with  his  hand  among  the  horfes, 
felt  a  linen-cloth  tied  up,  and  very 
heavy  :  he  brought  the  cloth  to  me 
in  the  condition  that  he  found  it,  and 
prefented  it  to  me,  telling  me  that  it 
might  perhaps  be  the  cloth  which  he 
had  often  heard  me  fpeak  of  among 
my  friends. 

*  I  ran  overjoyed  to  my  two  bene- 
factors.   <l  Gentlemen,"  faid  I,  "  it 

has  pleafed  God  that  you  fhould  not 
part  from  me  before  you  (hould  be 
fully  convinced  of  the  truth  of  what 
I  have  aflTured  you  !— /There  are  the 
other  hundred  and  ninety  pieces  of 
gold,"  continued  I,  addrefting  my- 
felf  to  Saadi,  "  which  you  gave  me: 
I  know  them  very  well  by  the  cloth, 
which  I  tied  up  with  my  own  hands." 
And  then  I  told  out  the  money  be- 
fore them.  I  ordered  the  pot  presently 
to  be  brought  to  me,  and  knew  it  to 
be  the  fame,  and  fent  to  my  wife,  who 
did  fo  too  at  the  firft  fight. 
'  Saadi  readily  fubrnittecl,  and  re- 
nounced his  incredulity;  and  faid  to 
S'aad — "  I  yield  to  you,  and  acknow- 
ledge that  money  is  not  always  the 
means  of  becoming  rich." 

*  When  Saadi  had  done,  I  faid  to 
him — "  I  dare  not  propofe  to  return 

you  the  three  hundred  and  eighty 
pieces  of  gold,  which  it  has  pleafed 
God  fhould  be  found  to  undeceive 
you;  and  am  perfuaded  that  you  did 
not  give  them  to  me  with  an  inten- 
tion that  I  (hould  return  them  :  and, 
for  my  part,  I  ought  to  be  very  well 
content,  and  do  not  defign  to  make 
ufe  of  them  ;  but,  if  you  approve  of 
it,  to-morrow  I  will  give  them  to  the 
poor,  that  God  may  blefs  us  both.'" 

*  The  two  friends  lay  with  me  that 
night;  and  next  day,  after  embracing 
me,  went  to  their  own  homes,  very 
well  pleafed  with  the  reception  I  had 
given  them,  and  to  find  that  I  did  not 
make  an  ill  ufe  of  the  riches  Heaven 
h.ad  bhffcd  me  with,  I  thanked  th^ra 


*  both,  and  looked  upon  the  leave  they 

*  gave  me  to  cultivate  a  friendship  with 

*  them,  and  to  vifit  them,  as  a  great 
f  honour.' 

The  Caliph  Haroun  Alrafchid  was 
fo  attentive  to  Cogia  HafTan's  ftory,  that 
he  had  not  perceived  the  end  of  it  bus 
by  his  filence.  «  Cogia  Ha/Tan,'  faid  he, 
I  have  not  heard  any  thing  a  long  time 
that  has  given  me  fo  much  pleafure, 
to  fee  the  wonderful  ways  by  which 
God  gave  thee  thy  riches,  for  which 
thou  oughteft  to  continue  to  return 
him  thanks  by  the  good  ufe  thou 
makeft  of  his  blefiings.  I  am  glad  I 
can  tell  thee,  that  the  fame  diamond 
which  made  thy  fortune  is  now  in  my 
treafury  ;  and,  for  my  part,  I  am  glad 
to  know  how  it  came  there.  But,  be- 
caufe  there  may  remain  in  Saadi  jbm« 
doubts  on  the  Angularity  of  this  dia- 
mond, which  I  look  upon  to  be  the 
moit  precious  and  valuable  thing  I 
am  matter  of,  I  would  have  thee  carry 
Saad  and  Saadi  to  my  treafurer,  who 
(hall  (hew  it  to  them,  to  remove  Sa-^ 
adi:s  unbelief,  and  to  let  them  fee  that 
money  is  not  the  only  cftrtain  means 
of  making  a  poor  man  rich  in  a  (hort 
time,  without  taking  a  great  deal  of 
pains.  Beiides,  I  would  have  thee 
tell  the  keeper  of  my  treafury  this 
ftory,  that  he  may  have  it  put  into  ' 
writing,  and  that  it  may  be  kept  with 
the  diamond.' 

After  thefe  words,  the  caliph  figni- 
fied  to  Cogia  Haffan,  Sidi  Nonman,  and 
Baba  Abdalla,  by  bowing  of  his  head, 
that  he  was  fatisfied  with  them  ;  who 
all  took  their  leaves  by  proftrating 
themfelves  at  the  throne,  and  then  re- 
tired. 


THE   STORY  OF  ALI  BABA,  A^D  THI 
FORTY  THIEVES    pESTROYED  BY 

A   SLAVE. 

IN  a  town  in  Perfia  there  lived  two 
brothers,  called  Caffim  and  Ali 
Baba ;  who,  though  they  were  left 
equally  alike  by  their  father,  whofe 
fubftance  was  but  final],  yet  they  were 
not  alike  favourites  of  Fortune. 

CafTim  married  a  wife,  who,  foon 

after  their  marriage,  was  left  heir  to  9, 

plentiful  eftate,  and  rich  merchandizes; 

fo  that  he  became  a  rich  and  confider- 

able  merchant,  and  lived  at  his  eafe. 

Ali  Baba,  on  the  other  hand,  who 

4-  B  %  married 
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married  a  woman  as  poor  as  himfelf, 
lived  very  meanly,  and  was  forced  to 
maintain  his  wife  and  children  by  his 
daily  labour,  by  cutting  of  wood  in  a 
forcit  near  the  town,  and  bribing  it 
upon  three  affes,  which  were  his  whole 
fublranoe,  to  town  to  fell. 

One  day,  when  Ali  Baba  was  in  the 
foreft,  and  had  juft  cut  wood  enough  to 
load  his  affes,  he  faw  at  a  djitance  a 
gieat  cloud  of  duft,  which  feemed  to 
approach  towards  him  :  he  obferved  it 
very  attentively,  and  dirtinguifkcd  a 
Jarge  body  of  horfe;  and,  though  they 
did  not  talk  much  of  thieves  in  that 
country,  Ali  Baba  began  to  think  that 
they  might  prove  fo;  and,  without  con- 
fldering  what  might  become  of  his  affes, 
he  refclved  to  fave  himfelf,  and  to  that 
end  climbed  up  a  large,  thick,  and  clole- 
Icaved  tree,  from  whence  he  could  fee 
ail  thatpaffed  without  being  feen;  and 
this  tree  ftood  at  the  bottom  of  a  rock, 
which  was  very  high,  and  fo  iteep  and 
craggy,  that  fcarce  any  body  could 
climb  up  it. 

This  troop,  who  were  all  well  mount- 
ed and  well  armed,  came  to  the  foot  of 
the  rock,  and  there  difmounted.  Ali 
Baba  counted  forty  of  them;  and,  by 
their  miejj  and  equipment,  never  doubt- 
ed but  that  they  were  thieves  :  and  in 
this  opinion  he  was  not  miftaken  ;  for 
they  were  a  troop  of  banditti,  who  rob- 
bed thereabouts,  and  made  that  place 
the>r  rendezvous.  And  what  confirmed 
him  in  this  opinion  was,  every  man  un- 
bridled his  horfe,  and  tied  him  to  fome 
fbruh  or  other,  and  hung  a  bag  of  corn 
they  brought  behind  them  about  his 
neck.  Then  each  of  them  took  his 
portmanteau,  which  feemed  to  Ali  Baba 
to  be  gold  and  fiiver  by  the  weight,  and 
followed  one  who  was  mcft  likely  a- 
snpnglt  them,  and  whom  he  took  to  be 
their  captain;  who,  with  his  portman- 
teau too  in  his  hand,  came  under  the 
tree  in  which  Ali  Baba  was  hid;  and 
traveifing  among  fome  thruhs,  pro- 
r-.om.ced  ihefe  words  diftinuUy:  *  Se- 
*  fame/  (which  is  a  fort  of  corn) 
'  op^n.'  AS  foon  as  the  captain  of  the 
rohbers  had  faid  thefe  words,  a  door 
opened  j  and  after  he  had  made  all  his 
troop  go  in,  lie  followed  them  himfelf, 
and  tne  door  (hut  again. 

The  thieves  fta'ui  fome  time  within 
the  rock;  and  Ali  Baba,  who  feared 
that  fome  one,  or  all  of  them  together, 
(hould  come  out  and  catch  him,  if  he 


fliould  endeavour  to  make  his  efcape, 
fat  very  patiently  in  the  tree  ;  but  was, 
neverthelefs,  tempted  once  or  twice-  to 
get  down,  and  mount  one  of  their 
horfes,  and  lead  another,  and  make  all 
the  hafle  he  could  to  town  ;  but  the  un- 
certainty of  the  event  made  him  chufe 
the  fa  felt  way. 

At  laft,  the  door  opened  again,  and 
t'-.'j  icrty  robbers  came  out  again.  As 
the  captain  went  in  laft,  he  came  out 
firft,  and  ftood  to  fee  them  ail  pifs  by 
him  ;  and  then  Ali  Baba  heard  him  bid 
the  door  flint,  by  pronouncing  thefe 
words — '  Sh-.it,  Seiame.'  Everv  n.nn 
went  and  bridled  hi.-;  horfe,  fattened  his 
portmanteau,  and  mounted  agiin;  and 
when  the  captain  faw  them  all  ready, 
he  put  himfelf  at  thei.-  head,  and  re- 
turned the  fame  way  he  came. 

Ali  Baba,  all  this  time,  never  ftirred 
out  of  the  tree:  «  For.'  faid  he  to  him- 
felf, '  they  may  have  forgot  fomething, 

*  and  come  back  again,  and  then  I  mall 

*  be  taken ;'  but  followed  them  with 
his  eyes  as  far  as  he  could  fee  them^  and 
after  that,   ftaid  fome  time  before  he 
came   down :     and    remembering    the 
words  the  captain  of  the  thieves  made 
ufe  of  to  caufe  the  door  to  open  and 
ihut,  he  had  the  curiollty  to  try  if  his 
pronouncing  them  would  have  the  fame 
effecl.  Accordingly  he  went  among  the 
fimibs ;    and  perceiving   the   door,   he 
faid — '  Open,  Sefame  ;'  and  it  inftaiitly 
flew  wide  rpen. 

Ali  Baba,  who  expecled  a  dark  dif- 
mal  place,  was  very  much  furprized  to 
fee  it  Jightfome  and  fpacious,  cut  out 
in  the  form  of  a  vau't  by  men,  and  re- 
ceived the  light  from  an  opening  at  the 
top  of  the  rock.  He  faw  all  forts  of 
provifions,  and  rich  bales  of  merchan- 
dizes of  filks,  fluffs,  brocades,  and  fine 
tapeftries,  piled  upon  one  another;  and, 
above  all,  great  heaps  of  gold  and  fiiver, 
and  great  bags  laid  upon  one  another. 
1  his  fight  made  him  believe  that  this 
cave,  by  the  riches  it  contained,  had 
been  poffeffed  not  years,  but  ages,  by- 
robbers,  who  fucceeded  one  another. 

Ali  Baba  did  not  ftand  long  to  con- 
fider  what  he  fbonld  do,  but  went  im- 
mediately into  the  cave;  and  as  foon  as 
he  was  in,  the  door  (hut  again,  which 
never  dilturbed  him,  becaufe  he  knew 
the  lecret  to  open  it  again.  He  never 
regarded  the  fiiver,  but  made  the  beft 
ufe  of  his  time  in  carrying  out  as  much 
of  that -gold  which  was  in  bags,  at  fer 

veral 
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veral  times,  as  he  thought  his  three  nffes 
could  cany.  When  he  had  done,  he  ga- 
thered tether  liis   afl'es,  which  were 
fed  about;  and  after  having  loaded 
he  covered  the  bags  with  green 
boughs  ;  and  pronouncing  the  words — 
«   Shut,  Seiame,'  the  door  doled  after 
him,  ano1  he  made  the  belt  of  his  way 
to  town. 

a  All  Bsba  got  home,  he  drove 
his  afk's  into  a  little  yaid,  and  Quit  the 
.arefuliy.  threw  off  the  wood  that 
co-'tre.i  the  bap.-*,  c  ined  tin  n  into  his 
houft.,  3-n't  nL,-  u  them  in  order  before  , 
his  viif,  «vh'<  laion  a  fuf'a. 

Pub  wif.  hur-.dled  th.e  bags;  and  find- 
ing them  f'uii  of  money,  iui';--t£led  that 
hi:  hufband  had  been  robbing;  info- 
niuv.li  ;!iat.  wit"  .  he  had  brought  them 
all  in,  -/he  could  nut  heip  laying—4  All 
*  Baba,  have  you  been  fo  unhappy  as 

«  to ' 

«  Be  quiet,  wife-,'  interrupted  Ali 
Baba;  .«  do  not  fright  yourfdf  5  I  am 
«  no  robber,  unlels  he  can  be  one  who 
«  fteals  from  thieves.  You  will  no 
'  longer  entertain  'in  ill  opinion  of  me, 
<  when  I  (hall  cell  you  rny  p,ood  fi.r- 
«  tune/  Then  IK-  emptied  ihr  bags, 
which  railed  Cuch  a  great  heap  of  gold 
as  dazzled  his  wifevs  eyes  ;  and  when 
he  had  done,  told  her  the  whole  adven- 
ture, from  the  beginning  to  the  end  j 
and,  above  all,  recommended  it  to  her 
to  keep  it  fecret. 

Tht  w>,fc->rec6vered  and  cured  of  her 
fears,  rejoiced  with  her  hulband  for 
then  good-luck, and  would  count  all  the 
gold,  piece  by  piece.  'Wife/  replied  All 
Baba,  *  you  do  not  know  what  you  un- 
dertake, when  you  pretend  to  count 
the  money;  you  will  never  have  done. 
I  will  go  and  dig  a  hole,  and  bury  it; 
there  is  no  time  to  he  loft.' — *  You 
are  in  the  right  of  it,  huiband/  re- 
>lied  the  wife;  '  but  let  us  know,  as 
near  as  poffible,  how  much  we  have. 
I  will  go  and  borrow  H  foal!  meaSuri 
in  the  neighbourhood,  and  meaiure  it, 
whde  you  dig  the  hole.' — '  What 
fignines  it,  wife  ?'  faid  Ali  Baba.  «  If 
you  would  take  my  advice,  you  had 
better  let  it  alone:  but  be  fi<re  to 
keep  the  fecret,  an.d  do  what  you 
pleafe.' 

Away  the  wife  ran  to  her  brother-inr 
Jaw  C.tiTim,  who  lived  juil  by, but  was 
rot  then -at  home;  and  addicting  her- 
feif  to  his  wife,  de fired  her  to  lend  her 
§  mual'ure  for  a  luUe.whU$ 


ir..]-jw  aflced  her  whether  (he  wouU 
have  a  great  one,  or  a  final!  one  ;  and 
being  toM  a  fmall  one,  bid  her  (!,,••  A 
little,  and  fhe  would  fetch  one-. 

As  the  fjfter  in  law  knew  very  well 
Ali  Baba*s  poverty,  flitr  was  curious  to 
know  what  fort  of  grain  his  wife  want- 
ed to   meafure,  and  bethought  he: 
immediately  of  putting  fome  fuet  at  the 
hot    ui    .;f  th. .  i,..-"iiure,  and  brought  it 
with  an  excufe  that  me  was  furry 
.•j  had  made  her  ftay  fo  long,  but 
that  flie  could  not  find  it  fooner. 

Ali  Baba's  wife  went  home,  fet  the 
meafure  upon  the  heap  of  gold,  and 
filled  it,  and  emptied  it  often,  at  a  frnall 
diftance,  upon  the  floor:  and  (he  was 
very  well  fatisfied  to  find  the  num- 
ber of  meafures  run  fo  high  as  they  did, 
and  went  to  teil  her  huiband,  who  rui 
almort  finifhed  the  hole  he  was  dig- 
ging: and  while  Ali  Bnha  was  bury- 
ing tbt  .gold,  his  wife,  to  fhew  exa&nefs 
and  icl,)  cl  to  her  lifter  in-law,  carrfted 
the  mc-aiure  back  again,  but  without 
taking  notice  of  a  piece  of  gold  that 
finck'at  the  bottom.  «  Sifter,'  laid  (he 
giving  it  10  her  again,  *  you  fee  that  I 
'  have  not  kept  your  meafure  long;  I 
«  am  obliged  to  you  for  it,  and  return 
*  it  with  thanks.' 

As  foon  as  Ali  Baba's  wife's  back 
vva«.  turned,  CaffioTs  wife  looked  at  the 
bottom  of  the  meafure,  and  was  in  an 
inexpreffible  furpiize  to  find  a  piece  of 
gold  ituck  to  it.  Envy  immediately 
pofl'efled  her  bread.  <  What!'  laid  (he, 
.*  has  Ali  Baba  gold  fo  plentiful  a»  <o 
f  meafure  it?  Where  has  that  poor 
'  wretch  got  all  this  gold?'  Caffirn  her 
hufband  was  not  at  home,  as  I  faid  be- 
fore, but  at  his  thop,  which  he  left  al- 
ways in  the  evening;  which  time  liie 
thought  an  age,  fo  great  was  her  im- 
patience to  tell  him  the  news. 

When  Caffim  came  home,  his. wife 
faid  to  him — '  CafTisn,  I  warrant  you 
'  think  yourftif  ricn,  but  you  are  very 

*  much   miitaicen:   Ali    Baba   is  infi- 

*  mtely  richer  than  you;  he  does  not 
'  count   his  money,   but   meafures  it." 
Caffim  bid  her  ^xplain  the  riddle;  which 
fi;e  did,   bv  telling   him  the  ilratagem 
ftie  had  made  ufe  of  to  make  the  dj'ifco- 
very,  and  flu:wf(i  him  the  piece  of  mo- 
ney, wii'cn  was  fo  old  a  coin,  that  they 
could  not  teil  in  what  prince's  reion  'it 
was  coined. 

Caffim,  inftend  of  being  pleafed  at 
Jjis  brother's  profperity,  conceived  a 
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mortal  jealcufy,  and  could  not  fleep  all 
that  night  for  it,  but  went  to  him  in  the 
norning  before  fun -rife.  Now  Caf- 
iirn,  after  he  married  the  rich  widow, 
never  treated  Ali  Baba  as  a  brother, 
but  forgot  that  name.  «  AH  Baba,' 
faid  he,  accofting  him,  '  you  are  very 

*  refervtd  in  your  affairs:  you  pretend 

*  to  he   mifesably  poor;   and  yet  you 

*  meafiue  gold!1 — '  How,  brother!' re- 
plied All  Baba,  '  I  do  not  know  what 

*  you  mean;  explain  yotirlelf.' — '  Do 

*  not  pretend  ignorance,'  replied  Caf- 
fim,  (hewing  him  the  piece  of  gold  his 
wife  had  given  him; '  how  many  of  thefe 

*  piece?/  added    he,  «  have  you?  My 
'  wife  found  this  at  the  bottom  of  the 

*  roeai Lire 'you  borrowed  yeflerday.' 
By  this  difcourfe,  Ali  Baba  perceiv- 
ed, that  Calfim  and  his  wife,  through 
his  own  wife's  folly,  knew  what  they 
had  fo  much  reafon  to  keep  fecret.  But 
what  was  done  could  not  be  recalled; 
therefore,  without  (hewing  the  leatt  fur- 
prize  or  trouble,  he  confeiled  all,  and 
toKl  him  by  what  chance  he  had  tlif'co- 
vereo  this  retreat  of  the  thieves,  and  in 
what  place  it  wasv  and  offered  him  part 
cf  his  treai'ure  to  keep  the  fecret.  *  That 
«  is    not    fumcient/    replied    Caffim 
haughtily  ;     *   I   will    know    exaftly 

where  tiiis  trenfure  is,  and  the  figns 
and  tokens,  that  I  may  go  to  it  my- 
felf  when  I  have  a  mind  ;  otherwife  I 
will  go  and  inform  againft  you,  and 
then   you  will  lofe  all  you  have  got, 
and  I  fhall  have  half  what  you  have 
for  my  information.'1 
Ali  Baba,  more  out  of  his  natural 
good  temper,  than  frightened  by  the  in- 
fulting  menaces  of  a  barbarous  bro- 
ther, told  him  all  he  delired,  and  even 
the  very  words  he  was  to  make  ufe  of 
fo  go  into  the  cave  and  out  again. 

Cafiim,  who  wanted  no  more  of  Ali 
Baba,  left  him  foon  after,  refolving  to 
be  before- hand  with  him,  and  to  get  all 
the  trealiue  to  himfelf.  He  rofe  early 
the  next  morning,  and  a  long  time  be- 
fore the  fun,  and  fet  out  with  ten  mules, 
loaded  with  great  chefts,  which  he  de- 
ygned  to  fill;  propofmg  to  carry  many 
mote  the  next  time, 'according  to  the 
riches  he  found,  and  followed  the  road 
•which  Ali  Baba  had  told  him.  He  was 
jiot  long  before  he  came  to  the  rock,  and 
found  out  the  place  by  the  tree,  and 
pther  marks  which  his  brother  had 

f  iven  him.  When  he  came  to  the  door 
».  v  pounced  theie  words—'  Open,$e- 


'  fame,'  and  it  opened  j  and,  when  he 
was  in,  flint  again.  On  examining  the 
cave,  he  was  in  great  admiration  to  find 
much  more  riches  than  he  compre- 
hended, by  Ali  Baba's  relation.  He 
was  fo  covetous,  and  defirous  of  riches, 
that  he  could  have  fpent  the  whole  day 
in  feafting  his  eyes  with  fo  much  trea- 
fure,  if  the  thoughts  of  carrying  fome 
away  with  him,  and  loading  his  mules, 
had  not  hindered  him.  He  laid  as  ma- 
ny bags  of  gold  as  he  could  carry  at 
the  door;  and  coming  at  hft  to  open  the 
door,  his  thoughts  were  fo  full  of  the 
great  riches  he  mould  poflcfs,  that  he 
could  not  think  of  the  necefTary  word, 
but,  inftead  of  Sefame,  faid — '  Open, 
'  Barley;'  and  was  very  much  amazed 
th.it  the  door  did  not  open, but  remained 
faft  Omt.  Afterwards  he  named  feve. 
ral  forts  of  grain,  but  all  to  no  pur- 
pofe. 

Caffim  never  expected  foch  an  acci- 
dent; and  was  fo  frightened  at  the  dan- 
ger he  was  in,  that  the  more  he  endea- 
voured to  remember  the  word  Sefame, 
the  more  his  memory  was  confounded, 
and  he  had  as  much  forgot  it,  as  if  he 
had  never  heard  it  in  his  life  before; 
but  walked  and  fretted  about  the  cave, 
without  having  the  leaft  regard  to  all 
the  riches  that  were  about  him;  and  in 
this  miferable  condition  we  will  leave 
him,  bewailing  his  fate,  and  undeferv- 
ing  of  pity. 

About  midnight  the  thieves  return- 
ed  to  their  cave,  and  at  fome  dirHnce 
from  it  found  Caffim's  mules  ftraggling 
about  the  rock,  with  great  chefts  and 
hampers  on  their  backs.  This  novelty 
made  them  veryuneafy,  and  made  them 
gallop  in  full  fpeed  to  the  cave.  The 
thieves  never  gave  themfelves  the  trou- 
ble to  purfue  the  mules,  which  they 
drove  away,  but  were  more  concerned 
to  know  who  they  belonged  to.  And 
while  fome  of  them  fearched  about  the 
rock,  the  captain  and  others  went  di- 
rectly to  the  door,  with  their  naked  fa- 
bres  in  their  hands,  andpronouncingtiiQ 
words,  it  opened. 

Caffim,  who  heard  the  noife  of  the 
horfes  feet  trampling  about  the  cave, 
never  doubted  of  the  coming  of  the 
thieves,  and  his  approaching  death, 
but  was  refolved  to  make  one  effort  to 
cfcape  from  them.  To  this  end  he  flood 
ready  at  the  door;  and  no  fooner  heard, 
the  word  Sefame,  which  he  had  forgot, 
and  faw  the  door,  o^ en,  than  he  jump-' 

ft 
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cd  brifkly  out,  and  threw  the  captain 
down,  but  could  not  efcape  the  other 
thieves,  who  with  their  fabres  foon  de- 
prived him  of  life. 

The  thieves  firft  care,  after  this,  was 
to  go  into  the  cave.  They  found  all 
the  bags  which  Caffioi  had  brought  to 
the  door,  to  be  the  more  ready  to  load 
his  mules  with,  and  carried  them  all 
bjck  again,  without  perceiving  what 
AH  Baba  had  taken  away  before;  then 
holding  a  council,  and  deliberating1  on 
this  matter,  the"y  gueffed  that  Cafllm, 
when  he  was  in,  could  not  get  out 
again;  but  then  could  not  imagine  how 
he  got  in.  Firft  they  thought  that  he 
might  have  got  down  by  the  top  of  the 
cave;  but  the  opening  by  which  it  re- 
ceived light  was  fo  high,  and  the  rock 
fo  inaccedlble  without,  that  they  be- 
lieved it  impracticable:  and,  in  fhorf, 
they  none  of  them  could  imagine  which 
way  he  entered;  for  they  were  all  per- 
fuaded  nobody  knew  their  fee  ret :  bur, 
however  it  happened,  it  was  a  matter  of 
the  greateft  importance  to  them  to  fe- 
cure  their  riches;  therefore  they  agreed 
to  cut  Caflim's  body  into  four  quar- 
ters, and  to  hang  two  on  one  fide,  and 
two  on  the  other,  within  the  door  of  the 
cave,  to  terrify  any  perion  who  mould 
attempt  the  fame  thing.  They  had  no 
iboner  taken  this  refolution,  than  they 
executed  it;  and  when  they  had  no- 
thing more  to  detain  them,  they  mount- 
ed their  horfes,  and  wer.t  to  beat  the 
roads  again,  and  to  attack  the  caravans 
they  mould  meet. 

In  the  mean  time,  Caflim's  wife  was 
very  uneafy,  when  night  came,  and  her 
hulband  was  not  returned;  (he  ran  to 
Ali  Baba  in  a  terrible  fright,  and  faid 
— '  I  believe,  brother-in-law,  that  you 
know  that  Caflim  is  gone  to  the  fo- 
reft,  and  upon  what  account:  it  is 
now  night,  and  he  is  not  returned;  I 
am  afraid  fome  misfortune  has  come 
to  him.'  Ali  Baba,  who  never  dif- 
puted  but  that  his  brother,  after  what 
he  had  faid  to  him,  would  go  to  the  fo- 
reft,  would  not  go  himfelf  that  day,  for 
fear  of  giving  him  any  umbrage;  there- 
fore told  her,  without  any  reflection 
upon  her  hufband's  unhanclfome  beha- 
viour, that  (he  need  not  fright  herfelf, 
for  that  certainly  Cafiim  did  not  think 
it  proper  to  come  into  the  town  till  the 
night  mould  be  pretty  far  advanced. 

CaUinVs  wife,  considering  how  much 
it  concerned  her  hufband  to  keep  this 
thing  fecret,  was  the  more  eafily  per- 


fuaded  to  believe  him,  and  went  home 
again,  and  waited  patiently  till  mid- 
night. Then  her  fear  redoubted,  with 
much  more  fenfible  grief,  becaufe  (he 
durft  not  mew  it,  but  was  forced  ra 
keep  it  fecret  from  the  neighbourhood. 
Then,  if  her  fault  had  been  repara- 
ble, (he  repeoted  of  her  foolifh  curio- 
fity,  and  curfed  her  defire  of  penetrat- 
ing into  the  affairs  of  her  brother  awf 
filter.  She  fpent  all  that  night  in  tears; 
and,  as  foon  as  it  was  day,  went  to 
them,  telling  them,  by  her  tears,  the 
caufe  of  her  coming. 

Ali  Baba  never  waited  for  his  fifter- 
in-law  to  defire  him  to  go  and  fee  what 
was  become  of  Caflim,  but  went  imme- 
diately with  his  three  afles,  begging  Of 
her  firft  to  moderate  her  affliction. 
When  he  came  near  the  rock,  and  hav- 
ing feen  neither  his  brother  no; 
mules  in  his  way,  he  was  very  much 
furprized  to  fee  fome  blood  fpilt  by  the 
door,  which  he  took  for  an  ill  omen; 
but  when  he  had  pronounced  the  word, 
and  the  door  opened,  he  was  much  more 
ftartled  at  the  difmal  fight  of  his  bro- 
ther's quarters.  He  was  not  long  ia 
thinking  how  he  fhould  pay  the  laft 
dues  to  his  brother;  and,  without  re- 
membering the  little  brotheriy  friend- 
(hip  he  had  for  him,  went  into  the 
cave,  to  find  fomething  to  wrap  them 
in,  and  loaded  one  of  his  afies  with 
them,  and  covered  them  over  with  green 
wood:  the  other  two  affes  he  loaded 
with  bags  of  gold,  covering  them  with, 
boughs  alfo;  and  then  bidding  the  door 
(hut,  came  away;  but  was  fo  cautious 
as  to  rtop  fume  time  at  the  end  of  the 
foreft,  that  he  might  not  go  into  the 
town  before  night.  When  he  came 
home,  he  drove  the  two  a  fits  loaded 
with  gold  into  his  little  yard,  and  left 
the  care  of  unloading  them  to  his  wife, 
while  he  led  the  other  to  his  fiiter-io- 
law's. 

Ali  Baba  knocked  at  the  door,  which 
was  opened  by  Morgiana,  a  cunning 
artful  flave,  fo  fruitful  in  her  inven- 
tions, that  fhe  would  fucceed  in  the 
moft  difficult  undertakings;  and  Ali 
Baba  knew  her  to  be  fnch.  When  he 
came  into  the  court,  he  unloaded  his 
afsj  and  taking  Morgiana  afide,  faid  to 
her—'  The  firft  thing  I  aflc  of  thee  is  an 
inviolable  fecrecy,  which  you  will 
find  is  neceffary  both  for  thy  trif- 
trefs's  fake  and  mine.  Thy  matter's 
body  is  contained  in  both  thefe  two 
bundles  j  and  o«r  bufinefs  is  to  bury 
«  him 


ARABIAN  MIGHTS  ENTERTAINMENTS. 


•,  him  as   if  he  died  a  natural    cU  ••  h. 

*  Go  teil  your  mi  ft  re  is  I  want  to  (peak 
'  with    herj  and  mind  what  I  lay  to 

*  you.' 

Morgiana  went  to  her  miftrefs,  and 
AH  Baba  followed  her.  «  Well,  bro- 
€  ther/.fatd  (hey  with  great  impatienc^, 

*  what  hews  do  you  bring  me  of  my 

*  buibind?      1  perceive  no  comfort  in 

*  your    countenance/  —  '   Sifter,'    an- 
i'wered  AH  Baba,  *  I  cannot  tell  you 

*  any  thing,  before  you  hear  my  ftory, 

*  from  the  beginning  to  rhe  end,  with- 
'  out  fpeaking  a  word;    for  it  is  of  as 
«  great  importance  to  you  to  keep  what 

*  has  happened    fecret,   as  to    me.'  — 
•Alas!'  laid  me,   'this  preamble  lets 

*  me  know  that  my  hufband  is  dead; 

*  but,  at  the  fame  time,  1  know  the  ne- 

*  ceffity  of  the  fecrefy  you  require  of 
«  me,  and  I  muft  conftrain  mylclf.  Say 
«  on  5  I  will  hear  you.' 

Then  AH  Baba  told  his  fitter  the 
fbcceis  of  his  journey,  til)  'he  came  to 
the  finding  of  Cpfilm's  body.  «  Now,' 
in  id  he,  '  Uih'K,  I  have  ibmething  to 

*  tell  youwhich  will  afflict  you  much  tie 

*  more,  becau'fe  it  is  what  you  fo  lit- 

*  tie  expt:£l;  but  it  casnot  now  be  reme- 

>:  and   if  any  thing  can   comfort 
4   you,   I  offer  to  put   that  little  which 

*  God  hath  fent  me  to  what  you  have, 
c  and  marry  you;  affuringyou  that  my 
f  wife  will  not  be  jealous,  and  that  we 
«  (hail   live  happily  together.     If  this 
'  pro  po  falls  agreeable  to  you,  we  muft 
'  think   of  aclmg  fo  as  that  my  bro- 
'  thti  tliould  appear  to  have  died  a  na- 

*  tur:;l  ueavh:   and  I  think  fit  to  leave 
'  the   management  of  it  to  the  cire  of 
4  Morgiana,  and  will  contribute  my- 

*  i'eif  aii  that  lies  in  my  power.' 
What  could  Cai'fun's  widow  do  bet- 

ter than  accept  of  this  propofal  ?     For 
•i   her  firtt  hulb:uid   ir.ut  left  be- 
bitKf'iiim  a  plentiful  lubfhi.ce,  this  fe- 
covid  was  much  richer,  and,  by  thedii- 

.  of  this  ticainre,  mi^ht  be  much  , 
more  fo.  Initead  of  rejecting  the  of- 
fer, !he  looked  upon  it  as  a  reafonable 
motive  to  comfort  her;  and  drying  up 
her  tears,  and  fupprefling  her  iighings 
and  fobbings,  (hewed  AH  Baba  that 
file  approved  of  his  proportion  in  this 
ir..itt.-i'.  Aii  Biba  left  the  widow,  and 
aiio  i  eco-.r.  mended  to  Morgiana  to  ac- 
quit heiillt  well  of  what'ihe  had  un- 
tur  taken,  and  then  returned  borne  with 
bis  als. 

M'-'.v'ana  went  out  at  the  fame  time 


to  ar.  apcthecai )'*$,  and  afked  him 
for  a  fort  of  ioze^g.s  which  he  pre- 
pared, and  were  \  ctous  in  the 
m.-it  dangerous  diftempe'  s.  The  apo- 
thecary ailted  her  who  was  fick,  her 
mailer?  And  fhc  replied,  wici:  a  Ggh, 
h/r  good  matter  Caliim  himielf;  rliat 
they  knew  not  what  his  diitempsr 
was,  but  tfjat  he  could  neirnereat  nor 
fpenk.  After  thefe  words,  Mj/giana 
carried  the  lozenges  home  with  her,  and 
the  next  tnorning  went  to  the  lame 
apothecary's  '»rain,  and,  with  tesrs  in 
her  eyes,  afked  for  an  effence  with  which 
they  uled  to  rub  lick  people  when  at 
the  lad  extremity.  «  Alas!'  faid  me, 
taking  it  from  the  apothecary,  '  I  am 
'  afraid  that  this  remedy  will  have  no 

*  better  effect  than  the  lozenges,  and 
'  that  I  fha',1  lofe  my  good  mafter.' 

On  the  other  hand,  as  AH  Baba  and 
his  wife  were  often  feen  to  go  between 
Caflim's  and  their  own  houfe  all  that 
day,  and  to  feem  melancholy,  nobody 
was  much  furprized,  in  the  evening,  to 
hear  the  lamentable  fhrieks  and  crres  of 
Caflim's  wife  and  Morgians,  who  told 
it  every  where  that  her  'm after  was  dead. 

The  rext  morning,  loon  after  day  Ap- 
peared, Morgiana',  who  knew  a  certain 
o:dcobler  who  opened  h;s  ftall  early,  be- 
fore other  people,  went  to  him,  and  bid- 
ding him  good-morrow,  put  a  piece  of 
gold  into  his  hand.  *  Well,'  faid  Baba 
Muftapha,  which  was  his  name,  and 
who  was  a  merry  old  fellow,  looking- 
on  the  gold,  « this  is  good  hamifel  j 

*  what  muft  I  do  for  it?' 

*  Baba  Muftapha,'  faid  Morgiana, 

*  you  muft  take  along  with  you  your 

*  fewing-tackle,  and  go  with  me;  but  I 
(   muft  tell  you,  we  muft  blindfold  you 
'  when  you  come  to  fuch  a  place.' 

Baba  Muftapha  feeined  to  boggle  a 
little  at  thefe  words'.  *  Oh,  oh!' re- 
plied he,  '  you  would  havxe  me  do 
'  ibmething  againft  my  confcience  and 

*  honour.1 — '  God  forbid,'  fa' id  Mor- 
giana, puttinganother  piece  of  gold  into 
his  hand,   '  that  I  mould  aik  nny  thing 

*  that  is  contrary  to  your  honour:  only 
'  comealongwith  me, and  fear  nothing.* 

Baba  Muftapha  went  with  Morga- 
na; who,  after  £he  had  bound  his  eyes 
at  the  place  flie  told  him  of  with  an 
handkerchief,  carried  him  home  with 
her,  and  never  unloofed  his  eyes  till  he 
came  into  the  room  where  her  matter 
hy.  «  B-.iba  Muftapha,'  faid  (he,  <  you 
'  muft  make  hafte  and  few  thefs  quar- 

«  ters 


ARAFIAN  NIGHTS  ENTERTAINMENTS.    567 


*  ters  together  ;and  when  we  havedone, 
«  I  will  "-'ivf.  you  another  piece  of  gold.' 

Af*1?  Baba  Mu.'lapha  had  done  as 
ihe  bid  him,  Hie  blindfolded  him  again, 
gave  hrn  'he  void  (he  promifed,  and 
recomineiuiinqr  fecrecy,  carried  him 
back  to  th:  place  where  me  fir.1  bound 
his  eyes,  pulled  orTtfv:  band, and  watch- 
ed him  that  he  returned  to  his  flail,  for 
fear  he  lliould  have  the  curiofity  to 
dodge  her;  and  then  went  home. 

By  the  time'Morgiana  had  done  all 
this,  and  warmed  fome  water  to  warn 
the  body,  Ali  Baba  came  with  per- 
fumes and  incenfetoembalm  it,  with  the 
ufual  ceremonies.  Not  long  after,  the 
joiner,  according  to  Ali  Baba's  orders, 
brought  the  coffin, which  Morgiana, that* 
he  might  perceive  nothing,  received  at 
the  door,  and  helped  Ali  Baba  To  put 
the  body  into  it;  and,  as  foon  as  he  had* 
nailed  it  up,  went  to  the  mofque,  to 
tell  the  imam  that  they  were  ready;  tell- 
ing the  people  of  the  mofque,  whofe  bu- 
finefs  it  was  to  wafti  the  dead,  and  who 
offered  to  perform  their  duty,  that  it 
was  done  already. 

Morgiana  had  fcarce  got  home,  be- 
fore the  imam  and  the  other  minifters 
of  the  mofque  came.  Four  neigh- 
bours carried  the  corpfe  on  their  fhould-  * 
ers,  and  followed  the  imam,  who  re- 
cited fome  prayers,  to  the  burying- 
ground.  Morgiana,  as  a  flave  to  the 
deceafed,  followed  the  corpfe,  beating 
her  bread,  and  tearing  her  hair;  and 
Ali  Baba  came  after  with  fome  neigh- 
bours, who  walked  two  and  two,  and 
often  relieved  one  another  in  carrying 
the  corpfe. 

Cafmri's  wife  (laid  at  home  to  mourn, 
and  receive  vifits  from  her  neighbour's 
wives  and  acquaintance;  who,  accord- 
ing to  the  cuttom  during  the  time  of  the 
ceremonial  of  the  burial,  came  to  be- 
wail with  the  widow  for  her  lofs. 

In  this  manner  Caffim's  horrid  mur- 
der was  concealed,  and  managed  fo  well 
by  Ali  Baba,  his  wife,  Caffim's  wi- 
dow, and  Morgiana,  that  nobody  had 
the  ieaft  knowledge  or  fufpicion  of  it. 

Three  or  four  days  afterwards,  AH 
Baba  removed  his  goods  to  his  bro- 
ther's widow's  houfe;  but  the  money  he 
had  taken  from  the  thieves  he  conveyed 
thither  by  night;  and  foon  after  the 
marriage  with  his  fifter-in  law,  which 
is  common  in  the  Mahometan  religion, 
was  blown  about. 

As  for  Caffim's  (hop,  Ali  Baba  gave 


it  to  his  eldeft  fon,  who  had  been  fom; 
timeout  of  his  apprenticeship  to  a  great 
merchant;  promifing  him  withal,  that, 
if  he  managed  the  ftock  well,  he  would 
give  him  a  fortune  to  marry  very  ad- 
vantageoufly. 

Now  let  us  leave  Ali  Baba  to  enjoy 
the  beginning  of  his  good  fortune,  and 
return  to  the  forty  thieves. 

They  came  again   at  the  appointed 
time  to  vifit  their  retreat,  and  were  in  a 
great  furprize  to   find   Caffim's  body 
taken  away,  and  fome  of  their  gold. 
'   We  are   certainly  difcovered,'   faid 
the  captain,  '  and  lhall  be  undone,   if 
we  do  not  take  care  and  apply   fome 
remedy;  otherwife  we  (hall  infeniibly 
lofe  all  the  riches  which  our  anceftors 
have  been    fo   many  years  amafiing 
together  with    fo   much    pains    and 
danger.     What  I  think  of  this  lofs 
which  we  have  fuftained  is,  that  the 
thief  whom  we  furprized  had  the  fe- 
cret  of  opening  the  door,  and  we  came 
luckily  as  he  was  going  out;  but  his 
body  being  removed,  and  the  money 
which  we  mils,  plainly  (hew  that  he 
had  an  accomplice;  and  it  is  likely 
that  there  were  but  two  who  had  got 
thisfecret,  and  one  we  have  catchedj 
therefore  we  muft  look  narrowly  af- 
ter the  other.     What  fay  you  to  it, 
my  lads?' 

All  the  thieves  approved  of,  and" 
thought  the  captain's  fentiments  were 
very  juft,  and  agreed  that  they  muft  lay 
all  other  enterpi  izes  afide,  to  follow  this 
clofely,  and  not  to  depart  till  they  had 
fucceeded. 

'  I  expected  no  lefs,'  faid  the  captain, 
from  your  courage  and  bravery:  but, 
firftofall,  we  muft  make  choice  of 
one  who  is  bold  enough  to  go  into 
the  town  drefTed  like  a  traveller  and 
ftranger,  to  try  if  he  can  hear  of  any 
one's  being  barbaroufly  murdered 
and  maffacred,  and  to  endeavour  to 
find  out  the  houfe  where  he  lived. 
This  is  a  thing  of  the  fit  ft  importance 
for  us  to  know,  that  we  may.do  no- 
thing we  may  have  reafon  to  repent 
of,  by  difcovering  ourftlves  in  a 
country  where  we  have  lived  fo  long 
unknown,  and  where  we  have  fo 
much  reafon  to  continue;  but,  to  pre- 
vent our  being  deceived  by  any  one 
who ihall  take  upon  himfelf  thecharge 
of  this  commiffion,  and  may  come 
and  give  us  a  ralfe  report,  wbrich  may 
be  the  caufe  of  our  ruin,  I  aik  you 
4  C  «  all, 
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'  all,  if  you  do  not  think  it  fit,  that  in 

*  that  cafe  he   (hall   fubmit  to   fuffisr 

•  death.' 

Without  waiting  for  the  fuffrages  of 
all  his  companions,  one  of  the  thieves 
ftarted  up,  and  faid — *  I  fubmit  myfelf 
to  this  law,  and  think  it  an  honour 
to  expofe  my  life  by  taking  fuch  a 
commiflion  upon  me:  but  remember, 
if  I  do  not  fucceed,  that,  at  leaft,  I 
neither  want  courage  nor  good-will 
to  ferve  my  troop.' 
After  this  robber  had  received   the 
thanks  and  commendations  of  the  cap- 
tain and  his  comrades,  he  difguifedhim- 
felf  fo    that  nobody   could   take   him 
for  what  he  was;  and  taking  his  leave 
of  the  troop  that  night,  went  into  the 
town  juft  at  day-break,  and  walked  up 
and  down  till  he  came  to  Baba  Mufta- 
pha's  flail,  which  was  always  open  be- 
fore any  of  the  fhops  of  the  town. 

Baba  Muflapha  was  fitting  on  his 
feat,  with  an  awl  in  his  hand,  juft  go- 
ing to  work.     The  thief  faluted  him, 
bidding  him  good-morrow;  and  per- 
ceiving that  he  was  old,  he  faid — '  Ho- 
neft  man,  you    begin  to  work  very 
early;  is  it  poffible  that  one  of  your 
age  can  feefo  well?     I  queftion,  if  it 
was  fomewhat  lighter,  whether  I  could 
fee  to  ftitch.' 

*  Certainly,'  replied  Baba  Muftapha, 
you  muft  be  a  ftranger,  and  do  not 
know  .me;  for,  old  as  I  am,  I   have 
extraordinary  good  eyes :  and  perhaps 
you  will  not  believe  me,  when  I  tell 
you  that  I  fewed  a  dead  body  toge- 
ther in  a  place  where  I  had  not  fo 
much  lisjht-as  I  have  now.' 
The  thief  was  overjoyed  to    think 
that  he  had  addrefled  himfelf,  at  -his 
firft  coming  into  the  town,  to  a  man 
who    gave    him    the    intelligence    he 
wanted  without  afking  him.     *  A  dead 
'  body!'  replied  he  with   amazement, 
to  make  him  explain  himfelf;  f  how  do 
«  you   fay,  ftitched  up  a  dead  body?* 
added  he;  '  you  mean  you  fewed  up  his 

*  winding-fneet.' — «  No,  no,' anfweied 
Baba  Muftapha,  '  I  know  what  I  fay  ; 

*  you  want  to  have  me  fpeak  outj  but 

*  you  ihall  know  no  mor«.' 

The  thief  wanted  no  greater  infight 
to  be  periuadcd  that  he  had  discovered 
what  became  about;  he  put  his  hand 
Into  his  pocket,  pulled  out  a  piece  of 
gold,  and  putting  it  into  Baba  Mufta- 
plu's  .hand,  faid  to  him — '  I  do  not 

*  want  to  know  your  fecretj  though  I 


«  can  affure  you  I  would  not  divulge 
'  it  if  you  were  to  truft  me  with  it. 

*  The  only  thing  which  I  defire  of  you 

*  is,  to  do  me  the  favour  to  fhew  me 
'  the  houfe  where  you  ftitched  up  the 
'  dead  body.' 

'  If  I  would  do  you  that  favour  which 

*  you  afkof  me,'  replied  Baba  Mufta- 
pha,  holding  the  money  in   his   hand 
ready  to  give  him  again,  *  I  aflure  you 
'  I  cannot  do  it:  and  you  may  believe 
'  me  for  this  reafon  ;  I  was  carried  to 
'  a  certain  place,where  they  firft  blinded 
f  me,  and  then  led  me  to  the  houfe, 

*  and  brought  me  back  again  after  the 

*  fame  manner ;  therefore  you  fee  the 

*  impoffibility  of  doing  what  you  de- 
'  fire.' 

*  Well,'  replied  the  thief,  «  you  may 
'  remember  a  little  way  that  you  was 
*'  led  blind-folded.  Come,  let  me 
'  blind  your  eyes  at  the  fame  place, 
'  perhaps  you  may  remember  fome 

*  part  of  the  way  and  turnings;   and, 

*  as  every  body  ought  to  be  paid  for 
'  their  trouble,  there  is  another  piece 
'  of  gold  for  you:  gratify  me  in  what 

*  I  afk  you.' 

The  two  pieces  of  gold  were  great 
temptations  to  Baba  Muftapha:  he 
looked  at  them  a  long  time  in  his  hand, 
without  faying  one  word,  thinking  with 
himfelf  what  he  mould  do ;  but  at  lad 
he  pulled  out  his  purfe,  and  put  them 
in.  *  I  cannot  affure  you,'  faid  he  to 
the  thief  .*  that  I  can  remember  the 
'  way  ex.  illy;  but,  fmce  you  defire  it, 

*  I  will  try  what  I  can  do.'     At  tliefe 
words  Baba  Muftapha  got  off  his  feat  j 
and,  without   fliutting    up    his    fhop, 
where  he  had  nothing  valuable  to  lofe, 
he  led  the  thief  to  the  place  where  Mor- 
giana  bound  his  eyes.     *  It  was  here,* 
faid  Baba  Muftapha,    *  where   I    was 
«  blind-folded ;  and  I  turned  this  way/ 
The  thief,  who  had  his   handkerchief 
ready,  tied  it  over  his  eyes,  and  walked 
by  him  till  he  flopped.  «  I  think,'  faid 
Baba  Muftapha,    '  I  went  no  farther 

*  than    here;'   and  flopped  direclly  at 
Caflim's  houfe,  where  AH  Baba  lived 
then ;  upon  which  the  thief,  before  he 
pulled  off  the  band,  marked  the  door 
with  apiece  of  chalk,  which  he  had  rea- 
dy in  his  hand;  and  when  he  pulled  it 
off,    he  afked  him   if  he  knew  whofe 
houfe  that  was ;  to  which  Baba  Mufta- 
pha replied,  that,  as  he  did  not  live  in 
that  neighbourhood,  he  could  not  tell. 

The  thief)  finding  he  could  difcoverno 
more 
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more  from  BabaMuftapha,  thanked  him 
for  the  trouble  he  had  given  him,  and 
left  him  to  go  back  to  his  ftall,  while  he 
returned  to  the  foreft,  perfuaded  that 
he  mould  be  very  well  received. 

A  little  while  after  the  thief  and 
Baba  Muftapha  parted,  Morgianawent 
out  for  fomething,  and  coming  home 
again,  and  feeing  the  mark  the  thief  had 
made,  (he  flopped  to  obferve  it.  «  What 

*  is  the  meaning  of  this  mark?'  faid 
fhe  to  herfelf  :• c  fomebody  intends  my 
'  mafter  no  good,  orelfe  fome  boy  has 
«   been  playing  the  rogue.  Beit  what  it 
<  will/  added  me,  « it  is  good  to  fence 

*  againft  the  worft.'     Accordingly,  (he 
went  and  fetched  a  piece  of  chalk,  and 
marked  two  or  three  doors  on  each  fide 
theirs  the  fame,  without  laying  a  word 
to  her  matter. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  thief  rejoined 
his  troop  again  in  the  foreft,  and  told 
them  the  good  fuccefs  he  had  had;  ex- 
patiating on  his  good  fortune,  in  meet- 
ing with  the  only  perfon  fo  foon  who 
could  inform  him  of  what  he  wanted" 
to  know.     All  the  robbers  liftened  to 
him  with  the  utmoft  fatisfaftion;  when 
the  captain,  commending  his  diligence, 
and  addrefftng  himfelf  to  them  all,  faid 
— *  Comrades,  we  have  no  time  to  lofe; 
let  us  all  go  armed;  and  that  we  may 
not  give  any  fufpicion,  let  one  or  two 
go  privately  into  the  town  together, 
and  appoint   the  rendezvous  in  the 
great  fquare;  and  in  the  mean  time 
our  comrades    here,   and  I,  will  go 
and  rind  out  the  houfe,  and  then  we 
will  confult  what  is  belt  to  be  done.' 
This  fpeech  and  method  was  approv- 
ed by  all;  and,  according  to  it,  they  all 
got  into  the  town  without  being  in  the 
leaft  fufpecled.     The  captain,  and  he 
that  was  the  fpy,  entered  the  laft  of  all; 
and  when  they  came  to  the  ftreet  where 
AH  Baba  lived,  he  {hewed  the  captain 
one  of  the  houfes,  which  Morgiana  had 
marked,  and  faid,  that  was  U  :  but  go- 
ing a   little  farther  to   prevent  being 
taken  notice  of,  the  captain  obferved 
that  the  next  door  was  chalked  after  the 
fame  manner  and  place;  and  (hewing  it 
to  his  guide,  alked  him  which  houfe  it 
was,  that  or  the  firft.    The  guide  was 
fo  confounded,  that  he  knew  not  what 
anfwer  to  make;  and  much  more,  when 
he  and  the  captain  faw  five  or  fix  houfes 
befides  marked  after  the  fame  manner. 
He  afiured  the  captain,  with  an  oath, 
that  he  had  marked  but  one,  and  could 


not  tell  who  had  chalked  the  reft  fo  like 
that  which  he  marked,  and  owned,  that 
in  that  confufion  he  could  not  diftin- 
guifh  it. 

The  captain,  finding  that  theirdefign 
proved  abortive,  went  directly  to  the 
place  of  rendezvous,  and  told  the  firft 
of  his  troop  that  he  met,  that  they  had 
loft  all  their  labour,  and  muft  return  to 
their  cave  the  fame  way  as  they  came  : 
and  he  fet  them  himfelf  the  example. 

When  the  troop  was  all  got  toge- 
ther, the  captain  told  them  the  reafon 
of  their  returning;  and  prefently  the 
conductor  was  declared  by  all  worthy 
of  death;  and  with  courage  and  refig- 
nation  to  their  fuffrages,  kneeled  down 
to  receive  the  ftroke  from  him  that 
was  appointed  to  give  it. 

But  as,  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
troop,  fo  great  an  injury  was  not  to  go 
unpunimed,  another  of  the  gang,  who 
promifed  himfelf  that  he  mould  fuc- 
ceed  better,  prefented  himfelf,  and  his 
offer  being  accepted,  he  went  and  cor- 
rupted Baba  Muftapha,  as  the  other  had 
done  ;  and  being  (hewed  the  houfe, 
marked  it  in  a  place  more  remote  from 
fight,  with  red  chalk. 

Not  long  after,  Morgiana,  whofe  eyes 
nothing  could  efcape,  went  out,  and  fee- 
ing the  red  chalk,  and  arguing  after  the 
fame  manner  with  herfelf,  marked  the 
other  neighbours  houfes  in  the  fame 
place  and  manner. 

The  thief,  at  his  return  to  his  com- 
pany, valued  himfelf  very  much  upon 
the  precaution  he  had  taken,  which 
he  looked  upon  as  an  infallible  way 
of  diftinguifhing  Ali  Baba's  houfe 
from  his  neighbours;  and  the  captain 
and  all  of  them  thought  it  would  do. 
They  conveyed  themfelves  into  the 
town,  in  the  fame  manner  as  before; 
and  when  the  thief  and  his  captain  came 
to  the  ftreet,  they  found  the  fame  diffi- 
culty; at  which  the  captain  was  en- 
raged, and  the  thief  in  as  great  confu- 
fion as  his  predeceflbr. 

Thus  the  captain  and  his  troop  were 
forced  to  retire  a  fecond  time,  and  much 
more  diffatisfied  ;  and  the  robber,  as  the 
author  of  the  miftake,  underwent  the 
fame  punifhment;  which  he  willingly 
fub mined  to. 

The  captain,  having  by  this  way  loi't 
two  brave  fellows  of  his  troop,  was  a- 
fraid  of  diminifhing  it  too  much  by  par- 
fuing  it,  and  found,  by  their  example, 
that  their  heads  were  not  fogood  as  their 
4  C  $ 


570      ARABIAN  NIGHTS  ENTERTAINMENTS. 


hands  on  fuch  occafions;  and  therefore 
refolved  to  take  upon  himfelf  this  im- 
portant commifijon. 

Accordingly  he  went  and  addreffed 
himft'lf  to  Baba  Muftapha,  who  did 
him  the  fame  piece  of  fervice  he  had 
done  to  the  former.  He  never  amufed 
himfelf  with  fetting  any  particular  mark 
on  thehoufe,  but  examined  and  obferv- 
ed  it  fo  carefully,  by  paffing  often  by 
it,  that  it  was  impoflible  for  him  to 
jniftake  it. 

The  captain,  very  well  fatisrk-d  with 

his  journey,   and  informed  in  what  he 

wanted  to  know,  returned  to  the  foreft; 

and  when  he  came  into  the  cave,  where 

the   troop    waited   for  him,    he  faid  — 

Now,  comrades,  there  is  nothing  can 

preventourrevengej  I  am  certain  ofthe 

houfo:  and  in  my  way  hither,  I  have 

thought  how  to  put  it  in  execution} 

and  if  ar.y  one  knows  a  better  expe- 

dient,    let    him     communicate     it.' 

Then    he   told  them   his   contrivance; 

and  as  they  approved  of  it,   he  ordered 

them  to  go  into  the  towns  and  villages 

about,  and  buy  nineteen   mules,   and 

eight  and  thirty  large  jars,  and  fill  one 

of  them  full  of  oil. 

In  two  or  three  days  time  the  thieves 
pmchafed  the  mules  and  jars;  and  the 
captain  put  his  whole  troop  into  th^jars, 
all  armed,  leaving  them  room  to  breathe, 
by  making  holes  under  the  places  where 
they  were  tied  up  at  top,  and  rubbed 
the  jars  on  theoutfide  with  oil. 

Things  being  thus  prepared,  the 
nineteen  mules  were  loaded  with  feven 
and  thirty  thieves  in  jars,  and  the  jar 
of  oil;  and  the  captain,  as  their  driver, 
fetout  with  them,  and  got  to  the  town 
by  the  dufk  of  the  evening,  as  he  in- 
tended. He  led  them  through  the  ftreets 
till  he  came  to  AH  Baba's,  at  whole 
door  he  defigned  to  have  knocked  ;  but 
xvas  prevented  by  his  fitting  there,  after 
i  upper,  to  take  a  little  frem  air.  How- 
ever, he  ftopped  his  mules,  and  ad- 
d  re  fled  himfelf  to  him,  and  faid  —  '  I 
have  brought  fome  oil  here,  a  great 
way,  to  fell  at  to  morrow's  maket  ; 
and  it  is  now  fo  late,  that  I  do  not 
know  where  to  lodge  ;  if  I  fhould  not 
be  troublefome  to  you,  do  me  the  fa- 
vour to  let  rne  lie  with  you,  and  I 
fiiall  be  very  much  obliged  to  you.' 
Though  AH  Baba  had  feen  the  captain 
of  the  thieves,  and  had  heard  him  fpeak, 
yet  it  was  impofiible  for  him  to  .know 
.him  in  the  difguife  of  an  oil-  merchant. 


He  told  bin.  r,c  mould  be  welcome, 
and  immediately  opened  his  gates  for 
the  mulwsto  go  into  the  yard.  At  the 
fame  time  he  called  to  a  Have  he  had, 
and  not  only  ordered  him,  when  ihe 
mules  wei  -  unloaded,  to  j^it  them  into 
the  liable,  but  to  ^ive  them  corn  and 
hay;  and  then  'v?nt  to  Morpiana,  to 
bid  her  get  a  good  hot  fupper  for  his 
gucft,  and  make  him  a  good  bed. 

When  the  captain  had  unloaded  his 
mules,  and  led  them  intotheftable,  and 
was  looking  for  a  plac"  to  lie  in  all 
ni^ht,  Ali  JBaba  went  to  him,  and  de- 
fired  him  to  walk  into  the  hall,  tclfing 
him,  he  would  not  by  any  means  fuf/er 
him  to  lie  in  the  y;rd  all  night.  The 
cap:ain  excufecl  himfelf  vcr/  much,  up- 
on account  of  being  troab'efome,  the 
better  to  difguife  the  matter;  but  at  laft, 
with  much  importunity,  r  '  with  an 
inward  fatisfacYion,  heconfenuo.  Ali 
Baba  not  only  bore  him  company,  but 
entertained  him  with  a  gr?at  many 
things  to  divert  him;  2nd  when  he  had 
fupped,  told  him,  in  taking  his  leave 
for  that  night,  he  might  be  free,  and 
call  for  what  he  wanted. 

The   captain    rofe    up   at  the    fame 
time,  and  went  with  him  to  the  doorj 
and    while   Ali    Baba    went  into   the 
kitchen  to  fpeak  to  Morgiana,  he  went 
into  the  yard,  under  ,.  pretext  of  look- 
ing at  his  mules.  Aii  Baba,  after  charg- 
ing Morgiana  afrefh  to  take  care  of  his 
gueli,  faid  to  her — '  To-morrow  morn- 
ing I  defign  to  go  to  the  bath  before 
day  ;  take  care  my  bathing  linen  be 
ready,    and   give  them   to   Abdalla, 
which  was  the  drive's  name;  and  make 
me  fome  broth  againft  I  come  back.* 
After  this  he  went  to  bed. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  captain  ofthe 
thieves  went  into  the  yard  to  give  his 
people  orders  what  to  do,  and  begin- 
ning ar  the  firft  jar,  and  fo  on  to  the 
laft,  faid — 'As  fpon  as  I  thiow  fame 
'  llones  out  of  the-  chamber  window 

*  where  I  lie,  do  not  fail  to  cut  the  jar 

*  open  with  the   knife  you  have  about 
'  you,  and   come  out,    and  I  will  be 
'  prcfently  with  you.'     After  this  he 
returned  into  the  kitchen;  and  Morgi- 
ana, taking  up  a  light,  conducted  him 
to  Ins   chamber,  where,  after  (he  hadj 
afked  him  if  he  wanted  anything,  flie 
left  him  ;  and  he,  to  avoid  any  fufpicion, 
put  the  light  out  foon   after,  and  laid 
himfelf  down   in   his  cloaths,   that  he 
might  be  the  more  ready  to  rife  again. 

Morgiana 
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remembering  Ali  Baba's 
orders,  got  his  bathing-linen  ready,  and 
ordered  Ab^illa,  who  was  not  then 
gone  to  bed,  to  fet  on  the  pot  for  the 
bro'to;  but  while  (he  feu  mined  the  pot 
the  la:;ip  went  out,  and  there  were  no 
can.',  s-  nor  no  rnor?  oil  in  the  houfe; 
anc  \viigr  iv>  do  (he  did  not  know,  for 
thehioth  mu(l  be  made}  and  A'odalla 
feeing  her  very  uncafy,  faid — :  Do  not 
«  fret  and  teaze  yourfelf,  but  go  into 
*  the  yard,  and  take  fome  oil  out  of 
f  fome  of  the  jars.' 

Morgiana  thanked  Abdalla  for  his 
advice  ;  and  while  he  went  to  bed,  that 
he  might  be  the  better  able  to  rife  to 
follo^  Ali  Baba  to  the  bath,  (he  took 
the  oil -pot,  and  went  into  the  yard  j  and 
as  (he  came  nigh  the  firft  jar,  the  thief 
within  faid  fottly — '  Is  it  time  ?* 

Any  other  (lave  but  Morgiana,  to 
be  fur  prized  as  (he  was  to  hud  a  man 
in  a  jar,  inftead  of  the  oil  (he  wanted, 
would  have  made  fo  great  a  noife,  as  to 
have  given  an  alarm,  attended  with  ill 
confequences;  whereas  Morgiana,  ap- 
prehending immediately  the  importance 
of  keeping  the  fecret,  and  the  danger 
Jhe,  Ali  Baba,  and  his  family,  were 
in,  and  the  neceffity  of  applying  a 
fpeedy  remedy,  without  noife,  conceiv- 
ed at  once  the  means,  and  without  (hew- 
ing ;he  leaft  concern,  anfwered — '  Not 
*  yet,  but  prefently  ;'  and  went  in  this 
manner  to  ail  the  jars,  giving  the  fame 
anfwer,  till  (he  came  to  the  jar  of  oil. 

By  this  means,  Morgiana  found  that 
her  mafter  Ali  Baba,  who  thought  that 
he  had  entertained  an.oil  merchant,  had 
admitted  eight  and  thirty  thieves  into 
his  houfe  :  looking  on  this  pretended 
merchant  as  their  captain,  (he  made  what 
hafte  (he  could  to  fill  her  oil  pot,  and 
returned  into  her  kitchen;  where,  as 
loon  as  (he  had  lighted  her  lamp,  fhe 
took  a  great  kettle,  and  went  again- to 
the  oil  jar,  filled  it  full,  and  let  it  on 
the  fire  to  boil;  and  as  (bon  as  it  boiled, 
went  and  poured  enough  into  every  jar 
to  Rifle  an  Li  deftroy  the  thief  within. 

When  this  action,  worthy  of  thecou- 
"  ^age  of  Morgiana,  was  executed  with- 
out any  noife,  as  (lie  had  projected,  (lie 
returned  into  the.  kitchen,  and  (hut  the 
door;  and  having  put  out  the  great  fire 
{he  had  made  to  boil  the  oil',  and  leav- 
ing juft  enough  to  make  the  broth,  put 
out  alfothe  lamp,  and  remained  hufhed, 
refolving  not  to  go  to  bed  till  (lie  had 
pbferved  what  was  to  follow. 

She  had  not  waited  above  a  quarter 


of  an   hour,  before  the  captain  of  thr 
thieves  waked,  got  tip,  ami  opened  thr 
window;  and    finding   no   light,    and 
hearing  no  noife,  nor  any  one  ftirring  m 
the  houfe,  gave  the  fign;)l,  by  throwing 
(tones  at  the  copper  jars,   never  difput- 
ing  but  that  they  would  hear  the  found 
they  gave.    Then  he  liftened,  and  hear- 
ing nor  perceiving  n*6thing,  whereby 
he  could  judge  that  his  companions  ftir- 
red,  he   began    to    grow  very  uneafy, 
and  threw  again  afecond  and  third  time, 
and  could   not  comprehend  the  reafon 
that  none  of  them  (hould  anfwer  to  his 
fignal.   Cruelly  alarmed,  he  wentfoftly 
down  into  the  yard,  and  going  to  the 
firft  jar,  and  afking  the  thief,  whonihe 
thought  alive,    if   he    was  afleep,    he 
fmelled  the   hot  boiled  oil,  which  fent 
forrh  a  fteam  out  of  the  jar,  and  knew 
thereby   that  his  plot   was  difcovered; 
and  examining  all  the  jars,  found  that 
all  his  gang  were  dead;  and  by  the  oil 
he  in i (Ted  out  of  the  laft  jar,  he  guefled 
at  the  means  and  manner  of  their  deaths. 
Enraged,  and  in  defpiur  for  having  fail- 
ed  in  his  defign,  and  to  lofe  fo  many 
jolly  companions,  he   forced    the  lock 
of  a  door  that  led  from  the  yard  to  the 
garden;  and  climbing  over  the  walls  of 
feveral  gardens,  at  laft  made  hisefcape. 
When  Morgiana  heard  no  noife,  ncfr 
found,  after  waiting  fome  time,  that 
the  captain  did  not  return,  (he  guefled 
that  hechofe  rather  to  make  his  efcapc 
by  the  gardens,  than  by  the  ftreet-door, 
which  was  double  locked.  Satisfied  and 
plealed  to  have  fucceeded  fo  well,  and 
fee u red  I  he  houfe,  (he  went  to  bed. 

Ali  Baba  rofe  before  day;  and,  fol- 
lowed by  his  (lave,  went  to  the  baths, 
entirely  ignorant  of  the  amazing  acci- 
dent that  had  happened  at  home;  for 
Morgiana  was  in  the  right  not  to  wake 
him  before,  for  fear  of  lofmg  the  op- 
portunity; and  afterwards  (lie  thought 
it  need  left  to  difturb  him. 

When  he  returned  from  the  baths, 
and  the  fun  was  rifen,  he  was  very 
much  furprized  to  fee  the  oil-jars,  and 
that  the  merchant  was  not  gone  with  the 
mules;  and  a(ked  Morgiana,  who  open- 
ed the  door,  and  let  all  things  (land  as 
they  were,  the  reafon  of  it.  « My  good 
mailer,'  anfwered  (lie,  «  God  pieferve 
you  and  your  family;  you  will  be 
better  informed  of  what  you  de(ire  to 
know,  when  you  have  feen  what  I 
have  to  (hew  you,  if  you  will  giv$ 
yourfelf  the  trouble  to  follow  me.' 
As  fron  as  Morgiana  had  (hut  th- 
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door,  AI5  Baba  followed  her;  and  when 
(hebrought  him  into  the  yard,  fhe  bid 
him  look  into  the  firft  jar,  and  fee  if 
there  was  any  oil.  Ali  Baba  according. 
ly  did  fo;  and  feeing  a  man,  itarted 
backward,  almoll  frightened  out  of  his 
•wits,  and  cried  out.  'Do  not  be  a- 
«  fraid,'  faid  Morgiann;  'the  man  that 

*  you  fee  there  can  neither  do  you  nor 

*  any  bodyeifeany  harm.  He  is  dead.' 
•— <   Ah,    Morgiana  !'    faid  Ali  Baba, 

*  what  is  it  you  fliew  me  ?  Explain  the 

*  meaning  of  it  to  me.' — '  Moderate 
"  your  aitoniihment,  and  do  not  excite 

*  thecurtofity  of  your  neighbours,'  re- 
plied Moigiana,   'and  I  will;  for  it  is 

*  of  great  importance  to  ktepthis  affair 

*  iecret.    Look  in  all  the  other  jars.* 
Ali  Baba  examined  all  the  other  jars, 

one  after  another;  and  when  he  came 
to  that  which  had  the  oil  in  it,  he  found 
it  prodigioufly  funk,  and  ftood  for  fome 
time  motioKlefs,  fometimes  looking  on 
the  jars,  and  fometimes  on  Morgiana, 
without  faying  a  word,  fo  great  was  his 
lurprize:  at  laft,  when  he  had  recover- 
ed himielf,  he  faid — '  And  what  is  be- 

*  come  of  the  merchant?1 

*  Merchant !'  anfwcred  fhe;  *  he  is 
as  much  one  as  I  am:  I  will  tell  you 
who  lie  is,  and  whatisbecome  of  him. 
But  you  had  better  hear  the  ftory  in 
your  own  chamber?  for  it  is  time  that 
you  had  your  broth,  after  your  bath- 


ing. 

While  Ali  Baba  went  intobis  cham- 
ber, Morgiana  went  into  the  kitchen 
to  fetch  the  broth,  and  carry  it  to  him; 
Imt  before  he  would  drink  it,  he  firft 
\>\d  her  fajisfy  hi?  impatience,  and  tell 
him  the  (lory,  with  all  the  circumftan- 
ces;  and  (he  obeyed  him. 

*  Laft  night,  Sir,'  faid  flie,  <  when 
you  was  gone  to  bed,  I  gotyourbath- 
ing-linen  ready,  and  gave  them  to 
Abdalla;  afterwards  I  let  on  the  pot 
for  the  broth,  and  as  I  was  Ikimming 
the  pot,  the  lamp,  for  want  of  oil, 
went  ou^  j  and  as  there  was  not  a  drop 
more  in  the  houfe,  I  looked  for  a 
candle,  but  could  not  find  one:  Ab- 
dalla,  feeing  me  vexed,  put  me  in 
mind  of  the  jars  of  oil  which  ftood  in 
the  yard.  1  took  the  oil-pot,  and 
went  dire&Jy  to  the' jar  which  ftood 
neareft  to  me  ;  and  when  I  came  to  it, 
I  heard  a  voice  within  it  fay — "  Is  it 
'  time  ?"  '  I  aniweied,  without  being 
diinnayed,  and  comprehended  immedr 
a;sly  tbenaaiicious  intentio 


tended  oil-merchant — «*  Not  yet,  but 
'  prefently."  Then  I  went  to  the  next, 
and  another  voice  nfked  me  the  fame 
queftion,  and  I  returned  the  fame  an- 
fwer;  and  fo  on,  till  I  came  to  the 
laft,  which  I  found  full  of  oil ;  with 
which  I  filled  my  pot.* 
'  When  I  confidered  that  there  were 
feven  and  thirty  thieves  in  your  yard, 
who  only  waited  for  a  fignal  to  be 
given  by  the  captain,  whom  you  took 
to  be  an  oil-merchant,  and  entertain- 
ed fohandfomely,  I  thought  there  was 
no  time  to  be  loft:  I  carried  my  pot 
of  oil  into  the  kitchgn,  lighted  the 
lamp,  and  afterwards  took  the  big- 
geft  kettle  I  had,  went  and  filled  it 
full  of  oil,  and  fet  it  on  the  fire  to 
boil,  and  then  went  and  poured  as 
much  into  each  jar,  as  was  fufficient 
to  prevent  them  from  executing  the 
pernicious  defign  they  came  about : 
after  this  I  retired  into  the  kitchen, 
and  put  out  the  lamp;  but  before  I 
went  to  bed,  I  waited  at  the  window 
to  know  what  meafures  the  pretended 
merchant  would  take. 
'  After  I  had  watched  fome  time  for 
the  fignal,  he  threw  fome  ftones  a- 
gainft  the  jars,  out  of  the  window, 
and  neither  hearing  nor  perceiving 
any  body  ftirring,  after  throwing 
three  times,  he  came  down,  and  I 
law  him  go  to  every  jar;  after  which, 
through  thedarknefs  of  the  night,  I 
loft  fight  of  him.  I  waited  fome  time 
longer,  and  finding  that  he  did  sot 
return,  I  never  doubted  but  that,  fee- 
ing he  had  miffed  his  aim,  he  had 
made  his  efcape  over  the  walls  of  the 
garden.' 

«  This,'  faid  Morgiana,  *  is  the  ac- 
count you  afk.ed  of  me;  and  I  am  con- 
vinced,  it  is  the  confequence  of  an 
obfervation  which  I  had  made  for 
two  or  three  days  before,  but  did  not 
think  fit  to  acquaint  you  withjfor  when 
I  came  in  one  morning  early,  I  found 
our  ftreet-door  marked  with  white 
cha!k,and  the  next  morning  with  red, 
and  both  tinaes  without  knowing  what 
was  the  intention  of  thofe  chalks.  I 
marked  two  or  three  neighbours  doors 
on  each  hand  after  the  fame  manner. 
If  you  reflecl  on  this,  and  what  has 
fince  happened,  you  will  find  it  to  be 
a  plot  of  the  thieves  of  the  foreft,  of 
whofe  gang  there  are  two  wanting, 
and  now  they  are  reduced  to  three. 
All  this  ihews,  that  they  had  fwor* 
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worthy  yonr  courage!  Had  you  died 
with  your  fabres  in  your  hands,  like 
brave  men  as  you  were,  my  regret  had 
been  lefs !  When  (hall  I  get  fo  gal- 
lant a  troop  again  ?  And  if  I  could, 
can  I  undertake  it  without  expofmg 
fo  much  gold  and  treafure  to  him  who 
has  already  enriched  himfelf  out  of 
it  ?  I  cannot,  nor  ought  not  to  think 
of  it,  before  I  have  taken  away  his 
life.  Well,  1  will  undertake  that  my- 
felf  which  I  could  not  accompli/h  with 
fo  powerful  affiftance;  and,  when  I 
have  taken  care  to  fecure  this  treafure 
from  being  pillaged,  I  will  provide 
for  it  new  mafters  and  focctflbrs,  wlio 
fhnll  preferve  and  augment  it  to  ail 
pofteiity.' 

This  refolution  being  taken,  he  was 
not  in  the  lea  ft  embarrafftd  how  to  exe- 
cute it ;  but  eafy  in  his  mitod,  and  full 
of  hopes,  he  flept  all  that  night  very 
quietly. 

When  he  awaked  the  next  morning, 
which  was  pretty  early,  he  drtfled  hin?- 
felf,  as  he  had  propoied,  very  agreeable 
to  the  project  he  had  in  his  head,  and 
went  to  the  town,  and  took  a  lodging 
in  a  khan  or  inn  :  and,  as  he  expected 
what  had  happened  at  Ali  Baba's  might 
make  a  great  noife  in  the  town,  he  afked 
his  hoft,  by  way  of  difcourfe,  what  news 
there  was  in  the  city  ;  upon  which  the 
innkeeper  told  him  a  great  many  things, 
which  did  not  concern  him  in  the  leati. 
He  judged  by  this,  that  the  reafon  why 
Ali  Baba  kept  this  affair  fo  fecret,  was 
for  fear  the  people  flsould  know  where 
the  treafure  lay,  and  the  means  of  com- 
ing to  it;  upon  which  account  he  fought 
his  life:  and  this  urged  him  the  more 
to  neglect  nothing  to  rid  himfelf  of  Co 
dangerous  a  perfon,  and  by  as  fecret  a 
way. 

The  next  thing  that  the  captain  had 
to  do,  was  to  convey  a  great  many  foru 
of  rich  ftuffs  and  fine  linen  to  his  lodg- 
ings ;  which  he  did  by  a  great  many 
journies  to  the  foreft  on  a  horfe's  back* 
but  with  all  the  neceflfary  precautions 
imaginable  ;  and  to  difpofe  of  the  mer- 
chandizes, when  he  had  amaffed  them 
together,  he  took  a  (hop,  which  hap. 
pened  to  be  oppofrte  to  that  which  wac 
CafiinVs,  which  Ali  Baba's  fon  then 
lived  in. 

He  took  upon  him  the  name  of  Cogia 
Houflain  ;  and,  as  a  new-comer,  was, 
according  to  c»ftom,  extremely  civi| 
and  cotnpiaifant  to  all  his  neighbours : 

and 


*  your  deftruction;  and  it  is  proper  you 
'  mould  ftand  upon  your  guard  while 

<  there  is  one  of  them  alive.    For  my 
«  parr,  I  (hall  not  neglect  any  thing  ne- 

*  ceflary  to  your  prefervaticn,  which  I 

*  am  in  duty  bound  to  regard/ 
When  Morgiana  had  left  off  fpeak- 

ing,  Ali  Baba  was  fo  fenfible  of  the 
great  fervice  fhe  had  done  him,  that  he 
faid  to  her — '  I  will  not  die  without  re- 

*  warding  you  as  you  deferve.    I  owe 
«  my  life  to  thee;    and,    for  the  firft 
«  token  of  my  acknowledgment,  I  give 
«  thee  thy  liberty  from  this  moment.  I 
'  am  perfuaded,with  thee,  that  the  forty 

*  thieves  have  laid  all  manner  of  fnares 
'  for  me.  God,  by  thy  means,  has  de- 
'  livered  me  from  them,  and  I  hope  will 

*  continue  to  preferve  me  from  their 
«  wicked  defigns  ;  and,  by  averting  the 
«  danger  which  threatened  hie,  will  de- 
4  liver  the  world  from  their  perfecution, 

*  and  of  that   curfed   race  of  people. 
'  All  that  we  have  to  do,   is  to  bury 
'  them  immediately,  and  with, all  the 

*  fecrecy  imaginable;  but  that  Abdalla 

<  and  I  v/ill  undertake.' 

Ali  Baba's  garden  was  very  long, 
and  fhaded  at  the  farther  end  by  a  great 
number  of  trees:  thither  he  and  the 
Have  went,  and  dug  a  trench  long  and 
wide  enough  to  hold  all  the  thieves  ; 
and  they  were  not  long  in  doing  it,  by 
reafon  that  the  earth  was  light.  After- 
wards, they  took  the  bodies  out  of  the 
jars,  pulled  off  their  armour,  carried 
them  to  the  end  of  the  garden,  and  then 
filled  up  the  trench  again.  When  this 
was  done,  Ali  Baba  hid  the  jars  ;  and, 
for  the  mules,  as  he  had  no  occafion 
for  them,  he  fent  them  at  different  times 
to  be  fold. 

While  Ali  Baba  took  thefe  meafnres 
to  prevent  the  world's  knowing  how  he 
came  by  his  riches  in  fo  (hort  a  time,  the 
captain  of  the  thieves  returned  to  the 
foreft  in  a  moft  inconceivable  mortifi- 
cation ;  and  in  the  agitation,  or  rather 
confufion,  he  was  in  at  his  ill  fuccefs, 
which  proved  fo  much  contrary  to  what 
he  had  promifed  himfelf,  he  entered  the 
cave,  not  being  able,  all  the  way  from 
the  town,  to  come  to  any  refolution  what 
to  do  to  Ali  Baba. 

The  lonelinefs  of  the  place  feemed 
frightful  to  him.  *  Where  are  you,  my 
'  brave  lads?"  cried  he;  'my  old  com- 

*  panions?  What  can  I  do  without  you  ? 

*  How  unhappy  am  I  to  lofe  you  by  fo 

*  fatal  jtnd  fo  bale  a  fats,  and  fo  un*. 
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and  as  All  Baba's  fon  was  young  and 
handfome,  and  a  man  of  good  fenle,  and 
was  often  obliged  to  dilcourfe  with 
Cogia  Houflain,  he  drove  to  cultivate 
his  friendfbip;  when,  after  two  or  three 
<Jays,  heunderftood  whofe  fon  he  was. 
To  fcrve  his  ends,  he  rarefied  him  after 
the  moft  engaging  manner,  made  him 
fome  fmall  presents,  and  often  afked 
him  to  dine  and  fup  with  him;  and  then 
treated  him  very  handfomely. 

Ali  Baba's  fon  did  not  care  to  lie 
vnder  fuch  obligations  without  mak- 
ing the  like  return;  but  was  fo  much 
firaitened  for  want  of  room  in  his  lodg- 
ing, that  he  could  not  entertain  him  fa 
veil  as  he  would  have  wifhtd  ;  and 
therefore  acquainted  his  father  Ali  Ba- 
ba with  his  thoughts,  and  told  him  that 
tt  did  not  look  well  for  him  to  receive 
fuch  favours  from  CogiaHouffain  with- 
out inviting  him  again. 

Ali  Baba  took  care  of  the  treat  him- 
felf  with  a  great  deal  of  pleafure.  'Son,' 
faid  he,   '  to-morrow  is  Friday,  which 
is  a  day  that  the  (hops  are  mut  up; 
get  him  to  take  a  w^.lk  with  you  after 
dinner,  and  as  you  come  back,  pafs 
by  my  door,  and  call  in  ;  it  will  look 
better  to  have  it  happen  accidentally, 
than  if  you  gave  him  a  formal  invi- 
tation. I  will  go  and  order  Morgiana 
to  provide  a  fupper.' 
The  next  day,  after  dinner,  Ali  Ba- 
ba'sfonandCcgia  Houffam  walked  out  j 
and  as  they  returned,  Ali  Baba's  fon  led 
Cogia  Houflain  through  the  ilreet  where 
his  father  lived  ;  and  when  they  came 
to  the  houfe,  he  rlopped  and  knocked  at 
the  door.     '  This,  Sir,'  laid  he,  '  is  my 
father's  houfe;  who,  upon  the  account 
I  have  given  him  of  your  friendship, 
charged  me  to  procure  him  the  ho- 
nour of  your  acquaintance;  and  I  de- 
fire  you  to  add  tins  one  favour  'more 
to   thofe  I  am  alseady   indebted  to 
you.* 

Though  it  was  the  foleaim  of  Cogia 
Kouffain  to  introduce  himfelf  into  Ali 
Baba's  houfe,  that  he  might  kill  him 
without  making  any  noife,  and  hazard- 
ing his  own  life  ;  yet  he  excufed  him- 
felf, and  offered  to  take  his  leave:  but 
a  Have  having  opened  the  door,  Ali  Ba- 
ba's fon  took  him  obligingly  bythe  hand, 
and  in  a  manner  forced  him  in. 

Ali  Baba  received  Cogia  Houflain 
vith  a  fmiling  countenance,  and  in  the 
niolt  obliging  manner  he  could  wifh 


for.  He  thanked  him  for  all  the  favour^ 
he  had  done  his  fon  ;  adding  withal, 
that  he  was  a  young  man  who  could  not 
very  well  know  the  world,  and  might 
profit  by  his  example. 

Cogia  Houflain  returned  the  compli- 
ment,by  a  Muring  AH  Baba,  that,though 
his  fon  might  not  have  the  experience 
of  older  men,  he  had  fo  much  good  fenfe 
as  ftood  him  in  ftead  thereof.  And  af- 
ter a  little  moie  converfation  on  diffe- 
rent fubje&s,  offered  again  to  take  his 
leave;  when  Ali  Baba,  flopping  him, 
laid — '  Where  are  you  going,  Sir,  in  fo 
«  much  hafte  ?  I  beg  you  would  do  me 

*  the  honour  to  take  a  fupper  with  me, 

*  though  what  I  have  to  give  you  is  not 

*  worth  your  acceptance  ;   but,  fuch  as 

*  it  is,  you  are  heartily  welcome  to.'— 
'   Sir,'  replied  Cogia  Houflain,  '  I  am 
'  thoroughly  perfuaded  of  your  good- 
c  will;  and  if  I  aflc  the  favour  of  you 
'  not  to  take  it  ill  that  I  do  not  accept 
c  of  your  obliging  invitation,  I  beg  of 

*  you  to  believe  that  it  does  not  pro- 

*  ceed  from  any  flight,  or  intention  to 

*  affront,   but  from  a  certain  reafon,' 

*  which  you  would  approve  of  if  you 

*  knew  it.1 

*  And  what  may  that  reafon  be,  Sir,' 
replied  Ali  Baba,  '  if  I  may  be  fo  bold 
«  as  to  alk  you  ?'  — «  It  is,1  anfwcred 
Ccgia  Hculiain,  '  that  I  cannot  eat  any 
«  vicluals  that  have  fait  in  them;  there- 

*  fore  judge  how  1  fhould  look  at  your 
«  table." — '  If  that  is  your  only  reafon,* 
faid  Ali  Baba,  « it  ought  not  to  deprive 
'  me  of  the  honour  of  your  company  at 

*  fupper:  for,  in  the  firft  place,  there 

*  is  no  fait  ever  put  into  my  bread;  and 
'  as  for  the  meat  that  we  (hall  have  to- 
'  night,  I  promife  you  there  /hall  be 

*  none  in  it.  I  will  go  and  take  care  of 
'  that;  therefore  you  muft  do  me  the 
'  favour  to  flay:   I  will  come  again  im- 
«  mediately.' 

Ali  Baba  went  into  the  kitchen,  and 
ordered  Morgiana  to  put  no  fait  to  the 
meat  that  was  to  be  dreffed  that  night; 
•  and,  befides,  to  make  two  or  three  ra- 
gofits,  but  to  be  fure  to  put  no  fait  in 
them. 

Morgiana,  who  was  always  ready  to 
obey  her  mafter,  could  not  help,  this 
time,  feeming  fomewhat  dilTatisfied  at 
his  new  order.  '  Who  is  this  difficult 
«  man,'  faid  fhe,  'who  eats  no  fait  with 
'  his  meat  ?  Your  fupper  will  be  fpoil- 
«  «d  if  I  keep  it  back  fo  long.' — '  Do 

«  not 
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'  not  be  angry,  Morgiana,'  replied  Ali 
Baba;  '  he  is  an  honeft  man  :  therefore 
«  do  as  I  bid  you.' 

Morgiana  obeyed,  though  with  fome 
jfelu&ancy;  and  had  a  great  curiofity  to 
fee  the  man  who  cat  no  fait.  To  this 
end,  when  (he  had  done  what  fhe  had  to 
do  in  the  kitchen,  and  Abdalla  laid  the 
cloth,  fhe  helped  to  carry  up  the  plates; 
and  looking  on  Cogia  Houinin,  knew 
him  at  the  fir  ft  fight  to  be'  the  captain 
of  the  thieves,  notwithstanding  his  dif- 

fuife;   and  examining  him  very  care- 
nlly,  perceived  that  he  h^J  a  dagger 
hid  'under  his  garment.     '  I  am  not  in 
the  lead  amazed,'  faid  fhe  to  herfelf, 
that  this  wicked  wretch,  who  is  my 
mailer's  greateft  enemy,  would  eat  no 
fait   with   him,   fince   he   intends   to 
aflaffinate  him  :    but  I  will  prevent 
him.' 

When  Morgiana  had  fent  up  the  f up- 
per by  Abdalla,  while  they  were  eating 
fhe  made  the  necefTary  preparations  for 
executing  one  of  the  boldeft  acts  which 
could  be  thought  on ;  and  had  juft  done, 
when  Abdalla  came  again  for  the  defiert 
of  fruit,  which  (he  carried  up;  and,  as 
foon  as  Abdalla  had  taken  the  meat 
away,  fet  it  upon  the  table:  after  that, 
fhe  fet  a  little  table  and  three  glaffes  by 
AH  Baba;  and  going  out,  took  Abdalla 
along  with  her  to  go  to  fup  together, 
and  to  give  Ali  Baba  the  more  liberty 
of  conversation  with  his  gueft. 

Then  the  pretended  Cogia  HoufTain, 
or  rather  captain  of  the  thieves,  thought 
he  had  a  favourable  opportunity  to  kill 
Ali  Baba.     '  I  will,'  laid  he  to  him- 
felf,  '  make  the  father  and   fon  both 
drunk  ;  and  then  the  fon,  vvhofe  life 
I  intend  to  fpare,  will  not  be  able  to 
prevent  my  (tabbing  his  father  to  the 
heart ;  nnd  while  the  {laves  are  at  (up- 
per, or  afleep,  in  the  kitchen,  Jean 
make  my  efcapeover  the  gardens,  as 
before.' 

Inftead  of  going  to  fupper,  Morgi- 
ana, who  penetrated  into  the  intentions 
of  thecounterfeit  Cogia  Houffain, would 
not  give  him  leave  to  put  his  villainous 
defign  in  execution;  but  dreffed  herfelf 
like  a  dancer,  girded  her  waift  with  a 
filver-gilt  girdle,  to  which  there  hung 
a  poniard  of  the  fame  metal,  and  put  a 
handfome  maflc  on  her  face.  When 
/he  had  thus  difguifed  herfelf,  (he  faid 
to  Abdalla— *  Take  this 'tabor,  and  let 
*  us  go  and  divert  our  mafterand  his 


*  gueft,  as  we  are  wont  to  do  of  anight 
'  when  he  is  alone.' 

Abdalla  took  his  tabor,  and  played 
before  Morgiana  all  the  way  into  the 
hall  ;  who,  when  (lie  came  to  the  door, 
m;ide  a  low  curtfey,   by  way  of  aficing 
leave  to  fiiew  what  (lie  could,  do  ;  and 
Abdalla,  feeing  that  his  matter  had  a 
mind  to  fay  fomething,  left  0(1  playing. 
Come  in,  Morgiana,'  faid  Ali  Baba, 
and  let  Cogiajiouffain  fee  what  you 
can  do,  that  he  may  tell  us  what  he 
thinks  of  you.  —  But,  Sir,'  faid  he, 
urning  towards  Cogia  HoufTiiri,  «  do 
not  think  that  I  put  myfelf  to  any 
expence  to  give  you  thi'3  diversion, 
fince  thefe  are  my  flaves  and  my  cook§ 
and  I  hope  you  will  not  find  the  en- 
tertainment they   (hall  give  us  dif. 
agreeable.'  , 

Cogia  Hbuflain,  who  did  not  expecl 
this  diverlion  after  fupper,  began  to 
fear  that  he  mould  not  have  the  oppor- 
tunity that  he  defigned  to  have  made 
ufe  of;  but  hoped,  if  he  miffed  it  now, 
to  have  it  another  time,  by  keeping  up 
a  friendly  correfpondence :  therefore, 
though  he  could  have  wifhed  that  Ali 
Baba  would  have  let  it  alone,  he  pre- 
tended to  be  obliged  to  him  for  it;  and 
had  the  complaifance  to  exprefs  a  plea- 
fure  which  he  could  willingly  have  dif- 
penfed  with. 

As  foon  as  Abdalla  faw  that  Ali  Baba 
and  Cogia  HoufTain  had  done  talking^ 
he  began  to  play  on  the  tabor,  and  ac- 
companied it  with  an  air,  to  which. 
Morgiana, who  was  an  excellent  dancer> 
danced  after  fuch  a  manner  as  would 
have  created  admiration  in  any  other 
but  Cogia  KoufTain,  who  was  more  at- 
tentive to  his  own  defigns. 

After  me  had  danced  feveral  dances 
with  a  great  deal  of  juftnefs,  (he  dre\v 
the  poniard  from  her  fide,  and  holding  it 
in  her  hand,  danced  a  dance^  which  was 
very  fur  prizing  for  the  many  different 
figures  and  fine  movements  it  required. 
Sometimes  Ihe  prefented  the  poniard 
to  one's  bread,  and  fometimes  to  ano- 
ther's, and  oftentimes  feemed  to  (rrike 
her  own.  At  lart,  when  fhewasjcfl 
out  of  breath,  (lie  fnatched  the  tabor 
from  Abdalla  with  her  left-hand  j  and 
holding  the  dagger  in  her  right,  pre- 
fented the  fide  where  there  was  a  chink, 
after  the  manner  of  thofe  who  get  their 
livelihoods  by  dancing,  to  try  the  libe- 
rality of  the  fpeclators. 

4-D  Ali 
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All  Baba  put  a  piece  of  gold  into  the 
tabor,  as  did  alfo  his  Ton  j  and  Cogia 
Houflairi,  feeing  that  (he  was  coming  to 
him,  had  pulled  out  his  purfe  to  make 
her  a  prefent  too;  but  while  he  was 
putting  his  hand  into  it,  Morgiana, 
with  a  courage  and  refolution  worthy 
of  herfelf,  plunged  the  poniard  into 
his  heart. 

Ali  Baba  and  his  fon  were  very  much 
frighted  at  this  a£ion.  *  Ah,  unhappy 
wretch  T  cried  Ali  Baba,  <  what  haft 
thou  done  to  ruin  me  and  rny  fa- 
mily ?' — <  It  was  to  preferve  you,  and 
not  to  ruin  you/  anfwered  Morgiana; 
for  fee  here!'  faid  (he,  opening  Cogia 
louffain's  garment,  and  (hewing  the 
lag£jer,  '  what  an  enemy  you  had  en- 
tertained !  Look  at  him  well,  and  you 
will  find  him  to  be  both  the  pretended 
oil-merchant,  and  the  captain  of  the 
gang  of  forty  thieves.  Remember, 
too," that  he  would  eat  no  (alt  with 
you  ;  and  what  would  you  have  more 
to  inform  you  of  his  wicked  drftgn  ? 
Before  I  faw  him,  I  fuipefted  him, 
when  you  told  me  that  you  had  fitch  a 
gu-eft)  and  .when  I  faw  him,  found 
that  my  fufpicion  was  rot  ground- 
ids.'. 

Ali  Baba,  who  was  immediately  fen- 
fible  of  the  new  obligation  he  had  to 
Morgiana  for  faving  his  life  a  fecond 
tims,  embraced  her.    '  Morgiana/  faid 
he,  '  I  gave  thee  thy  liberty,  and  then 
promifed  thee  that  my  acknowledg- 
ment fhould  not  ftop  there,  but  that  I 
would  exprefs  it  much  farther;  and 
now  I  will  give  a  proof  of  it,  by  mak- 
ing thee  my  daughter-in-law.'  Then 
addreffing  himfelf  to  his  ion,  he  faid  to 
him — «  I  believe  you,  fon,  to  be  fo  du- 
*  tiful  a  child,  that  you  will  not  refufe 
Morgiana  to  be  your  wife.     You  fee 
that    Cogia    Houffain    fought    your 
friend(hip:  with  a  treacherous  defign 
to  take  away  my  life  ;  and,  if  he  had 
fucceeded,  there  is  no  difyute  but  he 
would  have  facrificed  you  too  to  his 
revenge.  Gonfi-der,  that  by  marrying 
Morgiana,  you  marry  the  fupport  of 
my  family  and  your  own.' 
The  fon>  far  from  (hewing  any  dif- 
like,  readily  confented  to  the  marriage j- 
not  only  becaule  he  would  not  difobey 
his    father,    but    that    his   inclination 
prompted  him  to  it. 

Alter  this,  they  thought  of  burying 


the  captain  of  the  thieves  with  his  com- 
rades;  and  did  it  fo  privately,  that  no- 
body knew  any  thing  of  it  till  a  great 
many  years  after,  when  not  any  one  had 
any  coitcern  in  the  publication  of  this 
remarkable  hiftory. 

A  few  days  afterwards,  Ali  Baba 
celebrated  the  nuptials  of  his  fon  and 
Morgiana  with  great  folemnity,  and 
was  very  glad  to  fee  that  his  friends 
and  neighbours,  whom  he  invited,  had 
no  knowledge  of  the  true  motives  of 
that  marriage  ;  but  that  thofe  perfons, 
who  were  not  unacquainted  with  Mor- 
giana's  good  qualities,  fhould  com- 
mend his  generofity. 

Ali  Baba  forbore,  a  long  time  after 
this  marriage,  from  going  again  to  the 
thieves  cave,  from  the  time  he  brought 
his  brother  CaflTim  and  fome  bags  of 
gold  on  three  affes,  for  fear  of  being 
furpri zed  by  the  other  two  thieves,  whom 
he  could  give  no  account  of,  but  fup- 
poled  to  be  alive. 

But  at  the  year's  end,  when  he  found 
they  had  not  made  any  attempt  to  dil- 
turb  him,  he  had  a  great  inclination  to 
make  another  journey,  taking  the  molt 
neceffary  precautions  for  his  fafety. 
Accordingly  he  mounted  his  horfe;  and 
when  he  came  to  the  cave,  and  faw  no 
foot-fteps  of  either  man  or  horfe,  h- 
looked  upon  it  as  a  good  fign.  He 
alighted  off  his  horfe,  and  tied  him  to  a 
tree  ;  and  prefenting  himfelf  before  the 
door,  pronounced  thefe  words — *  Open, 
*  Sefame/  The  door  inftantly  opening, 
he  went  in;  and,  by  the  condition  he 
found  things  in,  he  judged  that  nobody 
had  ever  been  there  iince  the  falfe  Cogia 
Houffain,  when  he  fetched  the  goods  for 
his  ihop,  and  that  the  gang  of  forty 
thieves  was  quite  deftroyed;  and  never 
dilputed  but  that  he  was  the  only  per- 
fon  in  the  world  who  had  the  (W- 
going  into  the  cave,  and  that  all  the 
treaiure  was  folely  at  his  difpofal  5  and 
having  brought  a  valaife  along  with 
him,  lie  put  as  much  gold  into  it  as  his 
h'orie  couid  carry,  and  thea  returned  to 
town. 

Afterwards,  Ali  Baba  carried  his  fon 
to  the  cave,  tangh-t  him  the  fecret,  which 
they  handed  down  to  their  pofterity  \ 
and,  truhg  this  good  fortune  with  mo- 
deration, lived  in  great  honour  and 
fplendor,  ferving  the  greateft  offices  of 
tue  city, 

THE 


MJifhcd.  as    the  Jk-t  directs.  VHarri&rL 
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*.  warehoufe,  and  fet  your  jar  where  you 

THE  STORY  OF  ALI  COGIA,  A  MER-  '  pleafe  :  I  promiie  that  you  (hall  find  it 
CHANT  OF  BAGDAD.  '  there  when  you  come  back  again,' 

On  the  day  the  caravan  was  to  fet 
out,  Ali  Cogia  added  himfelf  to  it, 
with  a  camel,  (loaded  with  what  mer- 
chandizes he  thought  fit  to  carry  along 
with  him)  which  ferved  him  to  ride  QHJ 
and  arrived  fnfe  at  Mecca,  wheie  he 
vifired,  along  with  other  pilgrims,  the 
temple  ib  much  celebrated  and  fre- 
quented by  all  Muffulmen  every  year, 
who  go  from  all  parts  of  the  world, 
and  obferve  religioufly  the  ceremonies 
prefcribed  them;  and  when  he  had  ac- 
quitted himfelf  of  the  duties  of  his  pil» 
grimage,  he  expofed  the  merchandizes 
he  had  brought  with  him,  to  fell  or  ex- 
change them. 

Two  merchants  pafTing  by,  and  fee- 
ing Ali  Cogia's  goods,  thought  them  Co 
fine  and  choice,  that  they  (topped  fome 
time  to  look  at  them,  though  they  ha4 
no  occasion  for  them;  and  when  they 
had  fatisfied  their  curiofity,  one  of  them 
faid  to  the  other,  as  they  were  going 
away — '  It  this  merchant  knew  to  what 

*  profit  thefe  yoods  would  turn  at  Cairo, 

*  ne  would  cany  them  thither,  and  not 
'   fell  thein  here;  though  this  is  a  good 
'  mart.' 

AM  Cogia  heard  thefe  words ;  ancf, 
as  he  had  often  heard  talk  of  the  beau- 
ties of  Egypt,  he  was  refolved  to  take 
the  opportunity  of  feeing  them,  and 
taking  a  journey  thither  :  therefore,  af- 
ter having  packed  up  his  goods  again, 
inftead  of  returning  to  Bagdad,  he  fet 
out  for  Egypt,  with  a  caravan  of  Caiio; 
and  when  he  came  thiiher,  he  found  his 
account  in  his  journey,  anJ  in  a  few 
days  fold  all  his  goods  to  a  greater  ad- 
vantage than  he  hoped  for.  With  the 
money  he  bought  others,  with  an  intent 
to  go  toDamaicus  ;  and  while  he  wait- 
ed for  tne  opportv:-.  y  of  a  caravan, 
which  was  to.  let  forwards  in  fix  weeks, 
he  faw  all  the  rarities  av  Cairo,  as  the 
Pyramids, &c.  and  rowing  uj>  and  down 
the  River  Nile,  viewed  the  molt  noble 
and  charmingly  iituated  towns  on  each 
fide. 

As  the  Damafcus  caravan  took  Jf- 
rufalem  in  their  way,  our  Bagdad  mer- 
chant had  the  opportunity  of  feeing  t'.ie 
temple,  looked  upon  by  all  theMulful- 
men  to  be  the  moit  holy,  after  that  of 
Mecca. 

Ali  Cogia  found  Damafcus  fo  de- 
lightful a  place,  abounding  with  fine 
a  D  4  meaiis, 


IN  the  reign  of  the  Caliph  Haroun 
Alrafchid,  there  lived  at  Bagdad  a 
merchant  whofe  name  was  Aii  Cogia, 
who  was  neither  one  of  therichetl,  nor 
the  meaneft  fort.  He  was  a  batchelor, 
and  lived  matter  of  his  own  actions,  in 
the  houfe  which  was  his  father's,  very 
well  content  with  the  profit  he  made  of 
his  trading:  but  happening  to  dream 
for  rhree  nights  together  that  a  vene- 
rable old  man  came  to  him,  and,  with 
a  fevere  look,  reprimanded  him  for  not 
having  made  a  pilgrimage  to  Mecca,  he 
was  very  much  troubled. 

As  a  good  Muflulman,  he  knew  he 
was  obliged  to  undertake  a  pilgrimage; 
but  as  he  had  a  houfe,  ihop,  and  goods, 
he  always  believed  that  they  might 
ftand  for  a  fufficient  reafon  to  excule 
him,  endeavouring,  by  his  charity  and 
other  good  deeds,  to  atone  for  that  neg- 
lect. But  after  this  dieam,  his  con- 
icience  was  ib  much  pricked,  that  the 
fear  left  any  misfortune  mould  befal 
him,  made  him  relblve  not  to  defer  it 
any  longer  5  and,  to  be  able  to  go  that 
year,  he  fold  off  his  houfliold  goods, 
his  ihop,  and  with  them  the  greateft 
part  of  his  merchandizes,  referving  only 
ibme,  which  he  thought  might  turn  to 
a  better  account  at  Mecca}  and  meet- 
ing with  a  tenant  for  his  houfe,  let  that 
alib. 

Things  being  thus  difpofed,  he  was 

ready  to  go,  when  the  Bagdad  caravan 

fet  out  for  Mecca:  the  only  tiling  he 

had  to  do,   was  to  fecure  a  fum  of  a 

thoufand  pieces  of  gold,  which  would 

be  troublefomc  to  carry  along  with  him, 

befides  the  money  he  had  fet  apart  to 

defray  his  expences.     To  this  end,  he 

made  choice  of  a  jar  of  a  proportionable 

fize,  put  the  thoufand  piects  of  gold 

into  it,   and  covered   them  over  with 

olives.    When  he  had  doled  the  mouth 

of  the  jar,  he  carried  it  to  a  merchant, 

a  particular  friend  of  his,  and  faid  to 

him — '  You  know,  brother,  that  in  two 

or  three  days  time  I  let  out  with  the 

caravan  on  my  pilgrimage  to  Mecca; 

and  I  beg  the  favour  of.  you,  that  you 

would  take  upon  you  the  charge  of 

keeping  a  jar  of  olives  for  me  till  I 

return.1  The  merchant  promiled  him 

that  he  would ;  and  in  an  obliging  man- 

i*£r  faid—  •  Here,  take  the  key  of  piy 
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meads,  pleafantly  watered,  and  delight- 
ful gardens,  that  it  exceeded  the  de,. 
fcriptions  given  of  it  in  hiltory..  Here  he 
ynade  a  long  abode  ;  but,  neverthelefs, 
had  not  forgot  his  native  Bagdad  ;  far 
which  place  he  fet  out,  and  arrived  at 
Halep,  where  he  made  fome  ftayj  and 
from  thence,  after  having  pa/Ted  the 
Euphrates,  he  bent  his  courfe  to  Mouf- 
fel,  with  an  intention,  in  his  retuin,  to 
come  down  the  Tigris. 

When  Ali  Cogia  came  to  Moufftl, 
the  Perfiar,  merchants,  with  whom  he 
travelled  from  Halep,  and  had  con- 
tracled  a  great  friendlhip,  had  got  fo 
great  an  afcendant  over -him,  by  their 
civilities  and  agreeable  behaviour,  that 
they  eafily  perfuaded  him  not  to  leave 
them  till  they  came  to  Schiraz,  from 
•whence  he  might  eafily  return  to  Bag- 
dad with  a  coufiderable  profit.  They 
]ed  him  through  the  towns  Sultania, 
Kei,  Co-Am t  Lafchan,  Ifpahan,  and 
from  thence  to  Schiraz;  from  whence 
he  was  fo  complatfant  as- to  bear  them 
company  to  the  Indies,  and  fo  back 
again  with  them  to  Schiraz:  infomuch 
that,  accounting  for  the  abode  he  made 
in  every  town,  lie  was  feven  years  ab- 
fent  from  Bagdad,  whither  he  then  re- 
folved  to  return. 

All  this  time,  his  friend  with  whom 
he  had  left  his  jar  of  olives,  neither 
thought  of  him  nor  them:   but  juil  at 
the  time  when  he  was  coming  with  a 
fmall  caravan  from  Schiraz,  one  even- 
ing, when  this  merchant  was  flipping 
at  home  with  his  family,  and  the  dii- 
courfe  happening  to  fill   upon  olives, 
his  wife  was  ddsroirs  to  e.it  fome,  fay- 
ing that  (he   had  not  tailed  any  for  a 
Jong  while.   '  Now  you  talk  of  olives,' 
id'  the  merchant,  «  you  put  me  in  mind 
of  a  jar  which  Ali  Cogia  left  with  me 
feven   years   ago,   when   he   wept   to 
Mecca,   and    put  it  himfclf  in  my 
warehoufe,   for  me  to  keep  for  him 
a^ainft  he  returned  :   and  wnat  js  be- 
come  of  him  I  know  not;  though, 
when   the  caravan  came  back,  they 
told  n.  He  for  Egypt.  Cer- 

tainly he  nn.'il  t.'f  dead,  (ince  he  has 
not  returned  in  nil  this  time  ;  and  we 
may  eat  the  olives,  if  they  prove  good. 
Lend  me  a  plate  and  a  candle,  and  I 
will  go  and  fetch  foi?»e  of  them,  and 
we  will  fee.' 

'  For  God's  fake,  good  hulband,'  faid 
the  wife,  «  do  not  commit  fo  bnfe  an 
«  afilion  !  You  know  that  nothing  is 


more  facred  than  what  is  committed 
to  one's  care  and  truft.  You  fay  Ali 
Cogia  has  been  gone  to  Mecca,  and 
is  not  returned;  and  they  lay  that  he 
is  gone  into  Egypt:  and  how  do  you 
know  but  that  he  may  be  gone  far- 
ther ?  As  ynu  have  no  news  of  his 
death,  he  may  return  to-morrow,  fc 
any  thing  you  can  tell.  And  what 
difgrace  would  it  be  to  you  and  yoi 
family  if  he  fjiould  come,  and  you  nc 
to  reilore  him  his  jar  in  the  fame  con- 
dition he  left  it  !  I  declare  1  have  no 
defire  of  the  olives,  and  will  not  tails 
of  them;  for  when  I  mentioned  them, 
it  was  only  by  way  of  di&aurfe  :  be-t 
fides,  do  you  think  that  they  can  be 
good,  after  they  have  been  kept  f« 
long  ?  They  rnuft  be  ajl  mouldy  and 
fpoiled  :  and  if  Ali  Cogia  fhould  re- 
turn, as  I  have  a  great  fancy  he  will, 
and  mould  find  that  they  have  been 
opened,  what  will  he  think  of  your 
honour  ?  I  beg  of  you  to  let  them 
alone.' 

The  wife  had  not  argued  fo  long  with 
her  hulband,  but  that  flie  read  his  ob- 
ftinacy  in  his  face.  In  fliort,  he  never 
regarded  what  fhe  faid,  but  got  up,  toofc 
a  candle  and  a  platter,  and  went  into 
the  warehoufe.  *  Well,  hulband,1  faid 
the  wife  again,  *  remember  I  have  no 
'  hand  in  this  bufinefs  ;  and  that  you 
'  cannot  lay  any  thing  to  my  charge, 

*  if  you  Ihould  have  caufe  to  repent  of 

*  this  action.' 

The  merchant's  ears  were  deaf  to 
thefe  remonftrances  of  his  wife,  and  he 
ftill  perfifted  in  his  defign..  When  he 
came  into  the  warehoufe,  he  opened  the 
jar,  and  found  the  olives  ail  mouldy  ; 
but,  to  fee  if  they  were  all  fo  to  the 
bottom,  he  turned  the  jar  topfy-turvy 
upon  the  plate;  and,  by  fhaking  the  jar, 
fome  of  the  gold  tumbled  out. 

At  the  fight  of  the  gold,  the  merr 

chant,    who    was    naturally  covetous, 

looked  into  the  jnr,   and  perceived  that 

he  had  fhakedcut  almoftall  the  olives  ; 

and  what  remained  was  gold- coin   fall 

wedged   in.     He  immediately  put  the 

olives  into  the  jar  -laain,   and  returned 

to  his  wife.     '  Indeed,   my  dear,',  faid 

he,   «  you  was   in  the  right  to  fay  that 

the  olives  we j;e   all   mouldy  ;     for  I 

found  them  fo,  and  have  ma  le  up  the 

jar  juft  as.  Aii  Cogia  left  it;   fo  that 

he  will,  not  perceive  that   they  have 

been  touched,  if  he  mould  return. '-r 

You  had  better  have  taken  my  ad- 
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*  vice/   faid   the  wife,  *  and   not  have 

*  meddled  with  them.     God  grant  no 

*  mifchief  comes  of  it !' 

The  merchant  was  not  the  leaft  af- 
fected with  his  wife's  laft  words;  hut 
fpent  alrnoft  the  whole  night  in  think- 
ing how  he  might  appropriate  AliCo- 
gia's  gold  to  his  own  ufe,  in  cafe  All 
Cogia  fliould  return,  and  afk  h,im  for 
the  jar.  The  next  morning,  he  went 
and  bought  fame  olives  of  that  yeir, 
took  out  the  old,  and  the  gold,  and 
filled  the  jar  with  the  new,  covered  it 
up,  and  put  it  in  the  fame  place. 

About  a  month  after  the  merchant 
had  committed  fo  bafe  an  aclion,  for 
which  he  ought  to  have  paid  dear,  AH 
Cogia  arrived  at  Bagdad ;  and  as  he  had 
let  his  houfe,he  alighted  at  akhan,chuf- 
ing  to  ftay  there  till  he  gave  his  tenant 
•warning,  that  he  might  provide  himfelf 
with  another  houfe. 

The  next  morning,  Ali  Cogia  went 
to  pay  a  vifit  to  the  merchant  his  friend, 
who  received  him  in  the  moft  obliging 
manner  imaginable,  and  exprefled  a 
great  deal  of  joy  at  his  return,  after  fo 
many  years  abfence;  telling  him,  that 
he  had  begun  to  lofe  all  hopes  of  ever 
ieeing  him  again. 

After  the  ufua!  compliments  on  fuc'h 
a  meeting,  Ali  Cogia  defired  the  mer- 
chant to  return  him  the  jar  of  olives 
which  he  had  left  with  him,  and  to  ex- 
cufe  the  liberty  he  had  taken  in  giving 
him  fo  much  trouble. 

'  My  dear  friend  Ali  Cogia,'  replied 
the  merchant,  '  you  are  to  blame  ro 
make  ail  thefe  apologies  on  fuch  an 
occafion  ;  I  fhould  have  rn^de  as  free 
with  you.  There,  take  the  key  uf 
my  warehoufe  j  go  and  take  it:  you 
will  find  it  in  the  fame  place  where 
you  left  it.' 

Ali  Cogia  went  into  the  merchant's 
warehoufe,  took  his  jar,  and,  after  hav- 
ing returned  him  the  key,  and  thanks 
for  the  favour  he  had  done  him,  return- 
ed with  it  to  the  khan  where  he  lodged} 
and,  opening  the  jar,  and  putting  his 
hand  down  to  the  bottom,  to  fearch  for 
his  gold,  was  very  much  furprized  to 
find  none.  At  fii  ft  he  thought  he  might 
be  miftaken  ;  and  to  difcover  the  truth, 
poured  out  all  the  olives,  without  fo 
much  as  finding  one  (Ingle  piece  of 
money.  His  allonifhment  was  fo  great, 
that  he  ftood  for  fome  time  motionlefs; 
then  lifting  up  his  hands  and  eyes  to 
Heaven,  he  cried  out—'  Js  it  puffible 


'  that  a  man  whnm  I  took  for  my  very 

*  good  friend,  fhould  be  guilty  of  io 

*  bafe  an  action!' 

Ali  Cogia,  cruelly  frightened  at  fo 
considerable  a  lofs,  returned  immedi- 
ately to  the  merchant:-  'My  good 

*  friend,'  faid  he,  *  do  not  be  fu prized 

*  to  fee  me  come  back  fo  foon.    I  own 

*  the  jar  of  olives  to  be  the  fame  put 

*  into  your  magazine;   but,    with  the 

*  olives,  I  put  a  ihoufand  pieces  of  gold 
'  into  it,  which  I  do  not  find:   perhaps 
'   you   had  occafion  for  them,  and  uled 

*  them  in  your  tratfick;   if  fo,  they  are 

*  at  your  fervice:  only  put  me  out  of 

*  pain,   and  give  me  an  acknowledg- 

*  ment,  and  pay  them  me  again  at  your 

*  own  convenience/ 

The  merchant,  who  expected  that 
AH  Cogia  would  come  with  Inch  a 
complaint,  had  meditated  upon  a  ready 
anfwer.  *  Friend  Ali  Cogia,'  faid  he, 
'  when  you  brought  your  jar  of  olives 
'  to  me,  I  never  touched  it,  but  gave 
'  you  the  key  of  my  warehoufe,  whi- 
'  ther  you  carried  it  yourfelf:  and  did 
'  not  you  find  it  in  th<;  fame  place,  co- 

*  vered  in  the   fame   manner  as  when 
'  you  left  it?     And  if  you  put  gol-l  in 
'   it,  you  have  found   it  again.     You 

*  told   me  that  they  were  olives,  and 

*  I  believed  fo.     This  is  all  1  know  of 

*  the  matter ;  and  you  may  believe  me, 
'  if  you   pleafe,  for  I   never  touched 
<    them.' 

AH  Cogia  made  ufe  of  all  the  mild 
ways  lie  could  think  of  to  oblige  the 
merchant  to  do  him  right.  '  I  love 
peace  and  quietnefs,'  laid  he  to  him; 
and  Aiall  be  very  ibrry  to  come  to 
thofe  extremities  which  will  bring 
the  greateftdi  (grace  upon  you.  Cou- 
fider  that  merchants,  as  we  are,  ought 
to  forfake  all  intereft  to  prderve  a 
good  reputation.  Once  a^ain  I  tell 
you,  I  fliould  be  very  much  concern- 
ed if  your  obltinacy  mould  oblige 
me  to  force  you  to  do  me  juitice;  for 
I  would  rather  almoft  lofe  what  is 
my  right,  than  have  recourfe  to  law.' 
'  Ali  Cogia,1  replied  the  merchant, 
you  agree  that  you  left  the  jar  of 
olives  with  me;  and  now  you  have 
tnken  it  away,  you  come  and  alk  me 
for  a  thoufand  pieces  of  goUf.  Did 
you  ever  tell  me  that  fuch  a  fu:n  was 
in  the  jar?  I  knew  nothing  but  that 
they  were  olives.  I  wonder  you  do 
not  as  well  afk  me  fcr  diamonds  and 
pearls.  Be  gone  about  your  bufinefs, 
1  and 
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c  and  do  not  rajfe  a  mob  about  my 
«  ft: op/ 

Thefe  laft  words  were  pronounced  in 
fo  great  an  heat  and  pafiion,  as  not  only 
made  thole  who  ftuod  about  the  (hop 
already  ftay  longer,  and  created  a  great 
mob,  but  made  the  neighbouring  mer- 
chants come  out  of  their  (hops  to  fee 
what  was  the  difference  between  AH 
Cogiaand  the  merchant,  and  endeavour 
to  reconcile  them;  and  when  Ali  Co- 
gia  had  informed  them  of  his  griev- 
ance, they  afked  the  merchant  what  he 
had  to  iay. 

The  merchant  owned  thathehad  kept 
the  jar  for  Ali  Cogia  in  his  warehouse, 
but  denied  that  ever  lie  meddled  with  it; 
and  fwore  that  he  knew  nothing  but 
that  it  was  full  of  olives,  as  Ali  Cogia 
told  him,  and  bid  them  all  bear  witnefs 
of  the  infult  and  affront  offered  him. 

*  You    bring  it    upon    yourfelf,'   faid 
Ali    Cogia,  taking   him  by   the  arm: 

but,  iince  you  ule  me  fo  baiely,  I  cite 
you  according  to  the  law  of  God. 
Let  us  fee  whether  you  will  have  the 
affurance  to  fay  the  fame  thing  be- 
fore the  cady.* 

The  merchant  could  not  refufe  this 
fummons,  which  every  good  Mufful- 
jnan  is  bound  10  obferve,  or  be  declared 
a  rebel  againft  his  religion;  hut  faid— 

*  With  all  my  heart;  we  (hall  foon  fee 

*  who  is  in  the  wrong.' 

AH  Cogia  carried  the  merchant  be- 
fore the  cady,  before  whom  he  accr.fed 
him  of  cheating  him  of  a  thoufand 
pieces  of  gold  which  he  had  left  with 
him.  The  cady  afked  him  if  he  had 
any  witneffes;  to  which  he  replied,  that 
he  had  not  taken  that  neceflary  precau- 
tion, becaufe  he  believed  the  perfon  he 
trufted  his  money  with  to  be  Ins  friend, 
and  always  took  him  for  an  honeft 
man. 

The  merchant  madethe  fame  defence 
he  had  done  before  the  merchants  his 
neighbours,  offering  to  make  oath  that 
he  never  had  the  money  he  was  accufed 
of,  and  that  he  did  nut  fo  much  as 
Jknow  there  was  fuch  a  Aim;  upon 
which  the  cady  took  his  oath,  and  af- 
terwards difmifled  him. 

AH  Cogia,  extremely  mortified  to 
find  that  he  muft  fit  down  with  fo  con- 
fiderable  a  Ipfs,  piotefted  againft  the 
fentence  the  cady  gave,  declaring  that 
he  would  appeal  to  the  Caliph  Haroun 
Alrafchid,  who  would  do  him  juftice; 
which  protection  the  cadi  only  look- 


ed upon  as  the  effect  of  the  common  re- 
fentment  of  all  thofe  who  lofe  their 
caufe;  and  thought  he  had  done  his  du- 
ty in  acquitting  a  perfon  accuied  with- 
out witnefles. 

While  the  merchant  returned  home, 
triumphing  over  Ali  Cogia, 'and  over- 
joyed at  his  good  fortune,  AH  Cogia 
went  to  get  a  petition  drawn  up;  and 
the  next  day,  obferving  the  time  when 
the  caliplxcame  from  prayers  in  the  af- 
ternoon, he  placed  himfelf  in  the  ftreet 
he  was  to  pals  through;  and  holding  out 
his  hand  with  thepetition,  an  officerap- 
pointed  for  that  purpofe,  who  always 
goes  before  the  caliph,  came  and  took 
it  from  him. 

As  Ali  Cogia  knew  that  it  was  the 
caliph's  cuftom  to  read  the  petitions  as 
he  went  into  the  palace,  he  went  into 
the  court,  and  waited  till  the  officer 
came  out  of  the  caliph's  apartment, 
who  told  him  the  hour  the  caliph  bad 
appointed  to  hear  him;  and  then  afking 
him  where  the  merchant  lived,  he  Tent 
him  to  fignify  the  caliph's  pleafure. 

That  fame  evening,  the  caliph,  the 
grand  vizier  Giafar,  and  Mefrour  the 
chief  of  the  eunuchs,  went  all  difguifed 
through  the  town,  as  I  have  already 
told  your  majefty  it  was  ufual  fo  to  doj 
and  paffing  through  a  ftreet,  the  ca- 
liph heard  a  noifej  and  mending  his 
pace,  he  came  to  a  gate  which  led  into 
a  little  court;  through  a  hole  he  per- 
ceived ten  or  twelve  children  playing 
by  moon  light. 

Thecaliph,  who  was  curious  to  know 
at  what  play  the  children  played,  fat 
down  upon  a  bench  which  he  found  juft 
by ;  and  (till  locking  through  the  hole, 
he  heard  one  of  the  brilkeft  and  live- 
Heft  of  the  children  fay—'  Come,  let 
'  us  play  at  the  cady.  I  will  be  the  ca- 
'  dy;  bring  Ali  Cogia  and  the  mer- 
*  chant  who  cheated  him  of  the  thou- 
'  fand  pieces  of  gold  before  me.' 

Thele  words  of  the  child  put  the  ca- 
liph in  mind  of  the  petition  Ali  Cogia 
had  given  him  that  day,  and  made  him 
to  redouble  his  attention. 

As  Ali  Cogia's  affair  and  the  mer- 
chant's made  a  great  noife,  and  was  in 
every  body's  mouth  in  Bagdad,  it  had 
not  efcaped  the  children,  who  all  ac- 
cepted the  propoiition  with  joy,  and 
agreed  on  the  parts  each  was  to  ail: 
notone  of  them  refuted  him  that  made 
the  propofal  to  be  cady;  and  when  he 
had  taken  his  feat,  which  he  did  with 

ail 
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all  tltt  Teeming  gravity  of  a  cady,  ano- 
ther, as  an  officer  of  the  court,  pre- 
Jiented  two  before  him;  one  as  Ali  Co- 
gia, and  the  other  as  the  merchant 
again  ft  whom  he  complained. 

Then  the  pretended  cady,  directing 
his  difcourfe  to  the  feigned  Ali.  Cogia, 
aflced  him  what  he  had  to  lay  to  that 
merchant's  charge. 

Ali  Cogia,  after  a  low  bow,  inform- 
ed the  young'cady  of  the  fact,  and  re- 
lated every  particular,  and  afterwards 
begged  that  he  would  nfe  his  authority 
that  he  might  not  lofe  fo  confiderable  a 
fum  of  money. 

Then  the  cady,  turning  about  to  the 
merchant,  afked  him  why  he  did  not  re- 
turn the  money  which  Ali  Cogia  de- 
manded of  him. 

The  young  merchant  alledged  the 
fame  reaibns  as  the  real  merchant  had 
done  before  the  cady  himfelf,  and  prof- 
fered to  confirm  it  by  an  oath  that  what 
he  had  laid  was  truth. 

«  Not  fo  fad,'  replied  the  pretended 
cady;  *  before  you  come  to  your  oath, 

*  I 'mould   be    glad  to   fee  the  jar  of 

*  olives. — Ali  Cogia,'  faid  he,  addref- 
fing  himfelf  to  the  lad  who  acled  that 
parr,   '  have  you   brought   the  jir?' — 

*  No,' replied  he.  '  Then  go  and  fetch 
'  it  immediately/ 

The  pretended  Ali  Cogia  went  im- 
mediately; and  returningas  foon,  feign- 
ed to  bring  a  jar  before  the  cadi,  tell- 
ing him  that  it  was  the  fame  he  left 
with  theaccufed  perfon,  and  took  away 
again.  But,  to  omit  no  part  of  the 
formality,  the  fuppofed  cadi  aflced  the 
merchant  if  it  was  the  fame;  and  as  by 
his  filence  he  feemed  not  to  deny  it,  he 
ordered  it  to  be  opened.  He  that  repre- 
fented  Ali  Cogia  feemed  to  take  off 
the  cover,  and  the  pretended  cadi  made 
as  if  he  looked  into  it.  <  They  are  fine 
'  olives,'  laid  he;  *  let  me  tafte  of  them:' 
and  then  pretending  to  eat  of  them, 
added — *  They  are  excellent.  But/ 
continued  he,  «  I  cannot  think,  that 
f  olives  will  keep  feven  years,  and  be 
'  fo  good:  fend  for  two  ojive-mer- 
'  chants,  and  let  me  hear  what  is  their 
'opinion.'  Then  two  boys,  as  olive- 
merchants,  prefented themfelves.  '  Are 

*  you  olive-merchants?'  faid  the  fham 
cady:   '  tell  me  how  long  olives  will 

*  keep  to  be  fit  to  eat.' 

'  Sir,'  replied  the  two  merchants, 
'  let  us  take  what  care  we  can,  they 

*  will  hardly  be  worth  any  thing  at  the 


'  third  year;  for  then   they  have  nej- 

*  ther  tafte  nor  colour.' — 'If  it  be  fo," 
anfwered  the  cady,    «  look  into    that 

*  jar,  and  tell  me  how  old  thofe  olives 

*  are?' 

The  two  merchants  pretended  to  exa- 
mine, and  to  tafte  the  olives,  and  told 
the  cadi  they  were  new  and  good. 

*  You  are  deceived,'  faid  the  young  ca- 
di; '  there  is  Ali  Cogia,  who  fays  they 
'  were   put   into  the   jar   feven    years 

*  ago.' 

*  Sir,'  replied   the  merchants,  *  we 

*  can  affure  you  they  are  of  this  year's 

*  growth;  and  we  will  maintain  that 
4  there  is  not  a  merchant  in  Bagdad 

*  but  will  fay  the  fame.' 

The  fame  merchant  that  was  accufed 
would  fain  have  objected  againft  the 
evidence  of  the  olive-merchants,  but 
the  cadi  would  not  fufferhim.  «  Hold 

*  your  tongue!'  faid   he;    'you  area 

*  rogue,    and  ought    to    be    hanged.' 
Then  the  children  put  an  end  to  their 
play,   by  clapping  their  hands  with  a 
great  deal  of  joy,  and  ftizing  the  cri- 
minal, to  carry  him  to  execution. 

I  cannot  exprefs  how  much  the  Ca- 
liph Haroun  Alrafchid  admired  the 
wifdom  and  fenfe  of  the,  boy,  who  had 
parted  fo  jult  a  fentence  in  an  affair 
which  was  to  be  pleaded  before  him  tnc  - 
next  day;  and  rifing  up  off  the  bencli 
he  fat  on,  he  afk-.-d  the  grand  vizier, 
who  had  heard  all  that  pafTed,  what  he 
thought  of  it.  '  Indeed,  Commander 
'  of  the  true  Believers,'  anfwered  the 
grand  vizier  Giafar,  '  I  am  furprized 
'  to  find  fo  much  fenfe  in  one  fb 
'  young.' 

'  But,'  anfwered  the  caliph,'  «  doft 
'  thou  know  one  thing?  I  am  to  pro- 

*  pounce  fentence  in  this  very  caufe  to- 
'  morrow,  and  that  the  true  Ali  Cogia 
'  prefented  his  petition   to  me  to  day  i 
'  and  do  you  think, 'continued  he,  *  that 
'  I  can  judge  better?' — '  I  think  not,1 
anfwered  the  vizier,   '  if  the  cafe  is  as 
'   the  children  reprefented  it.' — •<  Take 
1  notice,  then,  of  this  houfe,'    faid  the 
caliph,  '  and  bring  the  boy  to  me  to- 

*  morrow,  that  he  may  judge  of  this 

*  affair  in  my  prefencc;  and  aifo  or- 

*  der  the  cadi  wiio  acquitted  the  roguifh 

*  merchant  to  attend,  to  take  example 

*  by    a    child.     Befides,    take  care   to 
'  bid  Ali  Cogia  bring  nig  jar  of  olives 
'  with  him,  and  let    two   olive  mer- 

*  chants  be  prefer.t.'  After  this  charge 
he  purfued  his  rounds,  without  meet- 

ing 
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irg  whh  any  thing  worth  his  atten- 
tion. 

The  next  day  the  vizier  went  to  the 
houfe  where  the  caliph  had  been  a  wit- 
Kefs  of  the  children*  play,  and  afked 
for  the  matter  of  it;  but  he  being  abroad, 
his  wife  came  to  him.  He  afked  her  if 
/lie  had  any  children  j  to  which  (he  an- 
Jwered  fne  Irvcl  three;  and  called  them. 
'  My  brave  boys,'  laid  the  vizier, 

*  which  of  you  was  the  ca'.'y,  when  you 
«  played  together  laft  night?'     The  el - 
deit  made  anfwer  that  he  was;  but,  not 
knowing  why  he  aiked   the   que'ftion, 
coloured.       *  Come    alorg    with  me, 

*  child,'    faid    the  grand  vizier  j  '  the 
4  Commander  of  the  Faithful  wants  to 

*  fee  you.' 

The  mother  was  In  a  great  fright 
when  (he  law  the  grand  vizier  would 
take  her  fon  with  him  ;  and  afked  him 
upon  what  account  the  caliph  wanted 
him.  The  grand  vizier  promifed  her 
that  he  (hould  return  again  in  an  hour's 
time,  when  he  would  tell  her;  alluring 
her  he  fhould  come  to  r.o  harm.  '  But 
'  pray,  Sir,'  faid  the  mother,  'give  me 
'  leave  to  drels  him  firft,  that  he  may 

*  befit  to  appear  before  the  Commander 

*  of  ihe  Faithful;'  which  the  vizier  rea- 
dily complied  with. 

As  foor>  ^s  the  child  was  drefTed,  the 
•vizier  carried  him  and  prefented  him  to 
the  caliph,  at  the  time  he  had  appoint- 
ed AH  Cogia  and  the  merchant. 

The  caliph,  who  faw  that  the  boy 
was  dafhed,  to  encourage  him,  faid- — 
'  Come  to  me,  child,  and  tell  me  if  it 
4  was  you  who  determined  the  affair 
'  between  All  Cogia  and  the  merchant 
'  who.  cheated  him  of  his  money?  I 

*  faw  and  heard  you,  and  am  very  well 

*  pleafed  with  you.'  The  boy  anfwered 
modefllv  that  it  was  he.     '  Well,  my 
«   dear,'  replied  the  caliph,  '  come  and 

*  fit  down  by  me,  and  you  fliall  fee  the 

*  true  AH  Cogia,  and  the  true  mer- 
«  chant." 

Then  the  caliph  fet  him  on  the  throne 
by  him,  and  afked  for  the  two  parties. 
When  they  were  called,  they  came  and 
proftrated  themfelves  before  the  throne, 
bowing  their  heads  quite  down  to  the 
tandtry.  Afterwards  the  caliph  faid 
to  them — '  Plead  both  of  you  your 
<  caufes  before  this  child,  who  fnall  do 
«  you  both  jullice;  and  if  he  (hall  be  at 
'  a  lofs,  I  will  rectify  it.' 

AH  Cogia  and  the  merchant  pleaded 
one  after  the  other,  as  before;  but  when 


the  merchant  propofed  his  oath,  the 
child  faid— 'It  is  too  foon;  it  is  proper 

*  that  we  fhould  fee  the  jar  of  olives.* 
At  thefe  words  AH  Cogia  prefented 

the  jar,  placed  it  at  the  caliph's  feet, 
and  opened  it.  The  caliph  looked  up- 
on the  olives,  and  took  one  and  tafted 
it.  Afterwards'  the  merchants  were 
called,  who  examined  the  olives,  and 
reported  that  they  were  good,  and  of 
that  year.  The  boy  told  them,  thai 
All  Cogia  afTured  him  that  it  was  feven 
years  fince  he  put  them  up,  and  they 
returned  the  fame  anfwer  as  the  chil- 
dren who  reprefented  them  the  night 
before. 

Though  the  merchant  who  was  ac- 
cufed  faw  plainly  that  thefe  merchants 
opinions  would  condemn  him,  yet  he 
would  fay  fomething  in  his  own  jufti- 
fication.  When  the  child,  inftead  of 
ordering  him  to  be  hanged,  looked  up- 
on the  caliph,  and  faid — '  Commander 
'  of  the  Faithful,  this  is  no  jefting  mat- 

*  ter;  it  is  your  majelty  who  muff  con- 

*  tlemn    him    to   death,  and   not    me, 
4   though  I  did  it  yefterday  in  my  ptay.* 

The  caliph,  fully  fatisfied  of  the 
merchant's  villainy,  gave  him  into  the 
hands  of  the  minifter  of  juftice,  to  be 
hanged;  which  fentence  was  executed 
upon  him,  after  he  had  confefTed  where 
he  had  hid  the  thoufand  pieces  of  gold  , 
which  were  reftored  to  Ali  Cogia. 
Then  the  monarch,  who  was  all  juft 
and  equitable,  turning  to  the  cadi,  bid 
him  learn  of  that  child  how  to  acquit 
himfelf  of  his  duty  ;  and  embracing  the 
boy,  fent  him  home  with  a  purfe  of  an 
hundred  pieces  of  gold,  as  a.  token  of 
his  liberality. 


THE    STORY    OF    THE    ENCHANTED 
HORSE. 

ON  the  Novrotiz,  that  is  to  fay,  the 
new  day,  which  is  the  firft  of  the 
year  and  fpring,  an  ancient  and  folemn 
fealt  is  obferved  throughout  all  Perfia, 
which  has  been  continued  from  the  time 
of  idolatry  to  the  introduction  of  our 
prophet's  holy  religion,  which,  as  pure 
and  true  as  it  is,  has  not  been  able  to 
abolifh  that  heathenifh  cuftom,  and  the 
fuperftitious  ceremonies  which  are  rot 
only  obferved  in  the  great  cities,  but 
celebrated  with  extraordinary  rejoicings 
in  every  little  village  and  hamlet. 
But,  of  all  places,  thefe  rejoicings 

are 
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are  the  moft'extraordinary  at  the  court, 
for  the  variety  of  new  furprizing  fights, 
infomuch  thatftrangers  are  invited  from 
the  moft  remote  parts  of  the  world,  by 
the  king's  rewards  and  liberality. to- 
wards thofe  who  are  the  moft  excellent 
in  their  invention.  In  fhort,  nothing 
in  the  world  can  come  nigh  them  in 
magnificence. 

On  one  of  thefe  feaft-days,  after  the 
ipoft  ingenious  artizans  had  repaired  to 
Schiraz,  where' the  court  then  refided, 
and  had  entertained  the  king  and  all  the 
court  with  their  fights,  and  had  been 
bountifully  and  liberally  rewarded  ac- 
cording to  their  merit,  when  the  aflem- 
bly  was  j uft  breaking  up,  an  Indian  ap- 
peared at  the  foot  of  the  throne,  with 
an  artificial  horfe  richly  bridled  and 
faddied,  and  fo  well  made,  that  at  firft 
light  he  looked  like  a  live  horfe. 

The  Indian  prolirated  himfelf'before 
the  throne,  and  then  pointing  to  the 
borfe,  faid  to  the  king — «  Though,  Sir, 
<  I  prefent  myfelf  the  laft  before  your 
f  majefty,  yet  I  can  affure  you,  that 
nothing  that  has  been  fhewn  to-day 
is  fo  wonderful  as  this  horfe,  on  which 
I  beg  your  majefty  would  be  pleafed 
to  call  your  eyes.' — *  I  fee  nothing 
more  in  the  horfe,'  faid  the  king,  c  but 
the  natural  refemblance  the  work- 
man has  given  him,  and  what  another 
workman  may  do  as  well,  or  better.' 
*  Sir/  replied  the  Indian,  '  it  is  not 
his  outward  form  and  make  that  I 
intend  yourmajefty  mould  look  upon 
as  wonderful,  but  the  ufe  I  know 
how  to  make  of  him,  and  what  any 
other  perfop,  when  I  have  communi- 
cated the  fecret  to  him,  may  do  as 
w^ll.  Whenever  I  mount  him,  be 
it  where  it  will,  I  can  tranfport  my- 
felf through  the  air,  to  the  moft  dif- 
tant  part  of  the  world,  in  a  very  fhoi  t 
time.  This,  Sir,  is  the  wonder  of 
my  horfe j  a  wonder  which  nobody 
ever  heard  fpeak  of,  and  which  I  qf- 
fer  to  (hew  your  majefty,  if  you  com- 
f  mand  me.' 

The  King  of  Perfia,  who  was  fond 
$>f  every  thing  that  was  curious,  and 
after  the  many  wonderful  things  he  had 
ieen,  and  defired  to  fee,  had  never  feen 
pr  heard  of  any  thing  like  what  the  In- 
dian propofed,  told  him  that  nothing 
fcut  the  experience  of  the  truth  of  what 
he  told  fhould  convince  him;  and  that 
-withal  he  was  ready  to  fee  him  perform 
v.'has  he  promifed. 


The  Indian  prefently  put  his  foot 
into  theftirrtip,  and  mounted  his  horfe 
with  a  great  deal  of  activity;  and  when 
he  had  got  the  other  foot  in  the  ftirrup, 
and  had  fixed  himfelf  in  the  laddie,  he 
aflced  the  King  of  Perfia  where  he 
pieafed  to  fend  him. 

About  three  leagues  from   Schiraz 
there  was  a  high  mountain,  which  af- 
fords a  pleafant  profpecl  to  the  large 
fquare  which)   was   before  the  palace, 
where  the  king  and  his  court  then  were. 
*  Go  to  that  mountain,'  faid  the  king, 
pointing  to  the  hill  j  «  it  is  far  enough 
to  judge  of  the  hafte  thou  canft  make : 
but  becaufe  it  is  not  poffible  for  the 
eye  to  follow  thee  fo  far,  for  a  certain 
fign  that  thou  haft  been  there,  I  ex- 
pect that  thou  fhouldft  bring  me  a 
branch  of  a  palm-tree  that  grows  at 
the  bottom  of  the  hill.' 
The  King  of  Perfia  had  no  foone.r 
declared  his  will,  than  the  Indian  turn- 
ed a  peg  which  was  in  the   hollow  cf 
the   horie's  neck,   juft  by  the  faddle, 
"and  in  an  jnftant  the  horfe  flew  into  the 
air,  to  the  admiration  of  the  king  and 
all  the  fpeftators  j  and  was  prefently 

fot  fo  high,  that  thofe  who  had  the 
rongeft  fight  could  not  difcern  him  j 
and  within  lefs  than  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  they  faw  him  come  again,  with 
the  palm-branch  in  his  hand:  but  be- 
fore he  came  quite  down,  he  took  two 
or  three  turns  in  the  air,  with  the  ap- 
plaufes  and  acclamations  of  all  the  peo- 
pie; then  defcended  upon  the  fame  fpot 
of  ground,  without  receiving  the  leaft 
(hock  from  the  horfe  to  diforder  him. 
Afterwards  he  difmounted;  and,  going 
to  the  throne,  proftrated  himfelf,  and 
laid  the  branch  of  the  palm-tree  at  the 
king's  feet. 

The  King  of  Perfia,   who  was   an 
eye-witnefs,  with  no   lefs  admiration 
than  aftonifhment,  of  this  unheard-of 
wonder  of  the  Indian,  conceived  a  great 
defire  to  have  the  horfe;  and  he  per- 
fuaded  himfelf  thathe  fhould  not  find  it 
a  difficult  matter  to  treat  with  the  In- 
dian about  himj  for,  whatever  fum  ot 
money  he  fhould  value  him  at,  he  be- 
gan to  look  upon  him  as  the  moft  va- 
luable thing  in  his  tr,eafury,      *   To 
judge  of  thy  horfe  Jby  his  outward 
appearance,1  faid  he  to  the  Indian, 
I  did  not  think  him  worth  my  cpnfi- 
deration,  till  thou.  fhewedft  ins   his 
merit.     I  am  obliged  to  thee  fprun- 
ej  and' tq  (hey?  ;h^e  how 
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much  I  efteem  him,  1  will  buy  him  of 
thce,  if  he  is  to  be  fold.' 
'  Sir,'  replied  the  Indian,  '  I  never 
doubted  but  that  your  majefty,  whohas 
the  character  of  the  moft  judicious 
prince  on  earth,  would  fet  a  juft  value 
on  my  horfe,  as  foon  as  I  had  {hewn 
him  you,  how  worthy  he  was  of  your 
attention.     I  alfo   forefaw  that  you 
would  not  only  praife  and  commend 
him,  but  would  defire  to  have  him. 
For  my  part,  Sir,  though  I  know  the 
true  value  of  him,  and  that  my  being 
m after  of  him  will  render  my  name 
immortal  in  the  world  ;  yet  I  am  not 
fo  fond  of  it,  but  I  can  deprive  my- 
felf  of  it  to  gratify  that  noble  paffion 
of  your  majefty:    but  in  making  this 
declaration,  I  have  another  thing  to 
offer,  without  which  I  cannot  refolve 
to  part  with  him;  and  perhaps  you 
may  not  approve  of  it. 
<  Your  majefty  will  not  be  difpleaf- 
ed,' 'continued  the  Indian,  '  if  I  tell 
you  that  I  did  not  buy  this  horfe,  but 
obtained  him  of  the  maker,  by  giv- 
ing him  at  the   fame   time  my  only 
daughter  inmaimge,  and  promifing, 
at  the  fame  time,  never  to  fell   him; 
but  if  I  parted  with  him,  to  exchange 
him  for  fomething  that  I  fhouldlike.' 
The  Indian  would  have  gone  on;  but 
at  the  word  Exchange,   the   King  of 
Perfia  interrupted  him.   '  larn  willing,' 
faid  he,  '  to  give  thee  what  thou  wilt 
afk  in  exchange.    Thou  knoweft  my 
kingdom  is  large,  and  contains  a  great 
many  large,  rich,  and  populous  cities; 
I  will  give  you  the  choice  of  which 
you  like  beft,  and  will  grant  you  the 
fovereignty  for  ever.' 
This  exchange  feemed  royal  and  no- 
ble to  the  whole  court;  but  was  much 
below  what  the  Indian  propoied  to  him- 
ielf,  who  had  raifed  his  thoughts  much 
higher.     <I   am   infinitely  obliged  to 
your  majeity  for  the  offer  you  make 
me,'  aniwered  he,  '  and  cannot  thank 
you  enough  for  your  generofity  ;  yet 
I  muft  beg  of  you  not  to    he  angry 
with  me,  if  I    take   the   boldneis  to 
tell  you,  that  I  cannot  let  you  have 
my  hoife,  but  by  receiving  the  hand 
of  the  princefs  your  daughter,  as  my 
wi^e;  for  this  is  the  only  price  I  can 
fell  my  horfe  at.' 

The  courtiers  aboutthe  King  of  Per- 
fia could  not  forbear  laughing  out  a- 
lou<'  i:t  this  extravagant  demand  c*f  the 
but  the  Prince  Firouz  Schab, 


the  king's  eldeft  fon,  and  preemptive- 
heir  to  the  crown,  could  not  hear  it 
without  indignation.  The  king  was 
quite  the  reverfe,  and  thought  he  might 
very  wellfacrifice  the  Princefs  of  Perfia 
to  the  Indian,  to  fatisfy  his  curiofity, 
and  remained  penflve  for  fome  time, 
confidering  what  he  fhould  do. 

When  the  Prince  Firouz  Schah,  who 
faw  his  father  hefitated  on  what  anfwer 
he  fhould  make,  began  to  fear  left  he 
fbould   comply  with   the  Indian's  de- 
mand, and  looked  upon  it  as  not  only 
injurious  to  the  royal  dignity,  and  his 
fifter,  but  alfo  to  hi  ml  elf;  therefore  to 
prevent    his  father,    he  faid — '  Sir,  I 
hope  your  majefty  will  forgive  me, 
for  daring  to  afk  you,  if  it  is  poffible 
that  your  majefty   fhould  confider  a 
moment  what  denial  to  give  to  fo  in- 
folent  a  fellow,  and  fcandalous  a  jug- 
gler; and  that  you  fhould  give  him 
room   to  flatter   himfelf  a   moment 
with  being  allied  to  one  of  the  moft 
powerful  monarchs   in  the  world  ?  I 
beg  of  you  to  have  regard  to  yourfelf, 
and  the  noble  blood  of  our  anceftors.* 
*  Son,'  replied  the  King  of  Perfia,  '  I 
very  much  approve  of  your  remon- 
ftrance,  and  am  very  fenfible  of  your 
zeal  for  preferving  the  luftre  of  our 
noble  birth :   but  you    do  not  con- 
fider enough  the  excellence   of  this 
horfe ;  nor  that  the  Indian,  iflfhould 
refufe   him,  may   make   the   proffer 
fomewhere  elfe,  where  this  nice  point 
of  honour  may  be  waved.     I  fhall  be 
in  the  utmoft  defpair,  if  another  prince 
fhould  boaft  of  having  exceeded  me 
in  generofity,  and  deprived  me  of  the 
glovy   of  poffefiing  a   horfe,    which 
I  efteem  as   the  moft   fingular  and 
wonderful   thing   in    the   world.     I 
will  not  fay  I   will  not  confent  to 
grant  him  what   he  afketh ;  perhaps 
he  may  not  infift  upon  his  exorbitant 
demand,  and  I  may   make   another 
Rgreement  with  him;    but  before  I 
ftiike  the  bargain  with  him,  I  fhould 
be  glad  that  you  would  examine  the 
horle,  and  that  you  would  try  him 
youifelf,  and  give  me  your  opinion 
ofliim.' 

As  it  is  natural  for  us  to  flatter  our- 
feives  in  what  we  defire,  the  Indian 
fancied,  by  what  he  heard  the  King  of 
Perfia  fay,  he  was  not  entirely  averfeto 
his  alliance,  by  taking  the  horfe  at  his 
price;  and  that  the  prince,  who  feemed 
to  be  againft  it,  might  become  more  fa- 
vourablea 
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Vourable,  and  notoppofe  the  defire  the 
king  feemed  to  have ;  therefore  he  con  - 
fented  to  it  with  a  great  deal  of  plea- 
fure,  and  ran  before  the  prince,  to  help 
him  to  mount,  and  (hew  him  how  to 
guide  and  manage  him. 

The  prince  mounted  the  horfe  with 
a  wonderful  addrefs,  without  the  In- 
dian affifting  him;  and  no  fooner  had 
he  got  his  feet  in  both  ftirrups,  but 
without  (laying  for  the  Indian's  advice, 
he  turned  th£  peg  he  had  feen  him  ufe 
before  him,  and  in  an  inftant  mounted 
into  the  air,  as  quick  as  an  arrow  mot 
out  of  a  bow  j  and  in  a  few  moments 
the  king,  court,  and  a  numerous  afTem- 
bly,  loft  fight  of  him;  neither  horfe 
nor  prince  were  to  be  feen ;  and  the 
King  of  Perfia  made  vain  efforts  to  dif- 
cern  them:  when  the  Indian,  alarmed' 
at  what  had  happened,  proftrated  him- 
fe'if  before  the  throne,  and  forced  the 
king  to  look  at  him,  and  give  atten- 
tion to  what  he  faid.  '  Sir,'  faid  he, 
your  majefty  yourfelf  faw,  that  the 
prince  was  fo  hafty,  that  he  would 
not  permit  me  to  give  him  the  necef- 
fary  inftru&ions  to  govern  my  horfe. 
He  was  too  willing  to  mew  his  ad- 
drefs; but  knows  not  the  way,  which 
I  was  going  to  mew  him,  how  to 
turn  the  horfe  about,  and  bring  him 
back'  again:  therefore,  Sir,  the  fa- 
vour I  afk  of  your  majefty  is,  not  to 
make  me  accountable  for  what  acci- 
dents may  befal  him;  you  are  too  juft 
to  impute  to  me  any  misfortune  that 
may  attend  him.' 
This  difcourfe  of  the  Indian  very 
much  furprized  and  afflifted  the  King 
of  Perfia,  who  comprehended  the  dan- 
ger his  fon  was  in  to  be  inevitable,  if, 
as  the  Indian  faid,  there  was  another 
fecret  to  bring  him  back  again,  that 
was  different  from  that  which  carried 
him  away;  and  afked  in  a  paflion,  why 
he  did  not  call  him  back  the  moment 
he  went. 

«  Sir,'  anfwered  the  Indian,  «  your 
majefty  faw,  as  well  as  I,  with  what 
fwiftnefs  the  horfe  and  prince  flew 
away;  the  furprize  I  was,  and  ftill 
am  in,  deprived  me  of  the  ufe  of  my 
fpeech;  and  if  I  could  have  fpoke, 
he  was  got  too  far  to  hear  me ;  if  I 
had,  he  knew  not  the  fecret  to  bring 
him  back,  which  through  his  impa- 
tience he  would  not  ftay  to  learn. 
But,  Sir,'  added  he,  *  thgre.is  room 
to  hope,  that  the  prince,  when  tie 
finds  himfcif  at  a  ivis,  will  perceive 


'  another  peg  behind,  and  as  foon  as 
'  he  touches  that,  the  horfe  will  light 
*  on  the  ground,  and  he  may  turn  him 
'  which  way  he  will.' 

Notwithstanding  all  thefe  arguments 
of  the  Indian,  which  were  not  altoge- 
ther groundlefs,    the  King  of    Perfia, 
was  terribly  frighted  at  the  evident  dan- 
ger his  fon  was   in.     'I  fuppofe,'  re- 
plied he,   *  it  is  very  uncertain  whether 
my  fon  perceives  the  other  peg,  and 
makes  a  right  ufe  of  it:    may  not  the 
horfe,     inftead    of    lighting   on  the 
ground,  fall  upon  fome  rock,  from 
whence  he  may  tumble  into  the  fea?' 
'  Sir,'  replied  the  Indian,  *  I  can  free 
your  majeftv  from  this  apprehenfion, 
in  affuringyou,  that  the  horfe  crofles 
leas  without  ever  falling,  and  always 
carries  his  rider  wherever  he  has  a 
mind  to  go:  and  your  majefty  may 
allure  yourfelf,  that  if  the  prince  does 
but  find  out  the  other  peg,  I  tell  you 
the  horfe  will  carry  him   where   he 
pleafes  to  go;  and  is  it  to  be  thought, 
that  he  will  go  any  where  but  where 
he  is  well  known,  and  will  be  well 
received  ?' 

*  Be  it  as  it  will,'  replied  the  King 
of  Perfia,  '  as  I  cannot  depend  upon 
the  affurance  thougiveftme,  thy  head 
/hall  anfwer  for  my  fon's  life,  if  he 
does  not  return  fafeand  found  in  three 
days  time,  or  that  I  can  certainly 
hear  that  he  is  alive.'  Then  he  order- 
ed his  officers  to  fecure  his  perfon,  and 
keep  him  clofeprifoner;  after  whurh  he 
reared  to  his  palace,  extremely  grieved 
that  the  feaft  of  the  Novrouz  fliould  af- 
ford him  and  his  court  fo  much  forrow. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  Prince  Firour 
Schah  was  carried  through  the  air  with 
a  prodigious  fwiftnefs,  as  Ifaidbefore* 
and  in  lefs  than  an  hour's  time  he  had 
got  fo  high,  that  he  could  not  dillin- 
guifh  any  thingon  the  earth;  butmoun- 
tains  and  plains  feemed  confounded  to- 
gether. It  was  then  he  began  to  think 
of  returning  from  whence  he  came,  and 
thought  to  do  it  by  turning  the  fame 
peg  the  contrary  way,  'and  pulling  the 
bridle  at  the  fame  time.  But  when  he 
found  that  the  horfe  ftill  rofe  with  the 
fame  fwiftnefs,  his  aftonifliment  was 
extremely  great.  He  turned  the  peg 
feveral  times,  .one  way  and  the  other, 
but  all  in  vain.  It  was  then  he  grew 
fenfibleof  his  fault,  in  not  taking  the 
neceffary  precautions  to  guide  the  horfe 
before  he  mounted  him.  He  immedi- 
ately apprehended  the  great  danger  he 
4.  E  a  v/*i 
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was  in;  but  the  quicknefs  of  that  ap- 
prehenfion  did  not  deprive  him  in  the 
leaft  of  his  reafon  ;  he  examined  the 
horfe  from  head  to  tail,  with  great  at- 
tention, and  perceived  another  peg 
fmaller  than  the  other,hehind  thehorfe's 
right-ear;  he  turned  that  peg,  and  pre. 
fently  perceived,  that  he  defcended  in 
the  fame  oblique  manner  as  he  mount- 
ed, but  not  fo  fwift. 

Night  had  over-fhadowed  that  part 
of  the  earth,  almoft  half  an  hour,  over 
which  the  prince  then  was,  when  he 
found  out  the  fmall  peg;  and  as  the 
horfe  defcended,  he  by  degrees  loft  light 
of  the  fun,  tiH  he  found  it  quite  dark  j 
infomuchthat,  inftead  of  chufing  what 
place  he  would  go  to,  he  was  forced  to 
let  the  bridle  lie  upon  the  horfe's  neck, 
and  wait  patiently  tiH  he  lighted,though 
Hot  without  the  dread,  left  it  mould  be 
in  a  defart,  river,  or  the  fea. 

At  laft  the  horfe  ftopped,  though  it 
was  firft  midnight,  and  the  Prince  Fi- 
rouz  Schah  difmoumed  very  faint  and 
hungry,  having  ate  nothing  fince  the 
morning,  when  lie  came  out  of  the  pa- 
lace with  his  father  and  the  court. 
The  firft  thing  he  had  to  do  in  this  dark - 
nefs  of  the  night,  was  to  endeavour  to 
know  where  lie  wasj  when  he  found 
tiimfelf  to  be  on  the  leads  of  a  magni- 
ficent palace,  furrounded  with  ballu- 
ftrades  of  white  marble,  breaft  high;  and 
groping  about,  found  a  pair  of  ftairs, 
which  led  down  into  the  palace,  and 
the  door  of  the  leads  half  open. 

None  but  Prince  Firouz  Schah  would 
have  ventured  to  go  down  thofe  ftairs, 
Ib  dark  as  it  was,  in  regard  to  the  dan- 
ger he  expofed  himfelf  to  from  friends 
or  foes;  but  naconfideration  could  flop 
him.  '  I  do  not  come,'  faid  he  to  him- 
ieJf,  *  to  do  any  body  any  harm;  and 
*  certainly  whoever  meets  or  fees  me 
x  fiift,  will  not  attempt  any  thing  a- 
'  gainft  my  life,  before  they  hear  what 
«  I  have  to  fay  formyfeif.'  After  this 
reflection  he  opened  the  door  wider, 
without  making  any  noife,  and  went 
foftly  down  the  ftairs,  that  he  might  not 
nwake  any  body;  and  when  he  came  to 
the  foot  of  the  ftair-cafe,  he  found  the 
tloor  of  a  great  hall,  that  had  a  light 
in  it,  open. 

The  prince  ftopt  at  the  door,  and 
liftening,  heard  no  other  noife  than  the 
fnoi  ing  of  forne  people  who  were  afteep. 
He  advanced  a  little  into  the  room,  and 
by  the  light  of  a  lantern- faw  that  thofe 
perfous  whom  he  heard  iiiore  were 


black  eunuchs,  with  naked  fabres  laid 
by  them;  which  was  enough  to  inform 
him,  that  this  was  the  guard- chamber 
of  fome  queen  or  princefs  j  which  lat- 
ter it  proved  to  be. 

The  next  room  to  this  he  judged  to 
be  that  wherein  the  princefs  lay,  by  the 
light  he  faw,  which  appeared,  the  door 
being  open,  through  a  thin  filk  curtain, 
which  drew  before  the  door-ftead, 
whither  Prince  Firouz  Schah  advanced 
on  tip-toe,  without  waking  the  eu- 
rruchs.  He  put  by  the  curtain,  and  went 
in;  and  without  ftaying  to  obferve  the 
magnificence  of  the  chamber,  which 
was  what  he  did  not  much  regard,  he 
gave  his  attention  to  fomething  of  great- 
er importance :  he  faw  a  great  many 
in  bed,  and  among  them  one  laid  on  a 
Ibfa.  The  princefs's  women  lay  in  the 
firft,  and  ftie  herfelf  in  the  laft. 

This  diftinclion  was  enough  to  direct 
the  prince  in  his  choice  :  he  crept  foftly 
to  the  bed,  without  waking  either  the 
princefs  or  her  women,  and  beheld  a 
beauty  fo  extraordinary  and  furprizing, 
that  he  was  charmed,  and  inflamed 
with  love  at  the  firft  fight.  «  O  heavens! 
faid  he  to  hrmfelf,  « my  fate  hath 
brought  me  hither  to  deprive  me  of 
my  liberty,  which  hitherto  I  have  al- 
ways perferved.  How  can  I  avoid 
a  certain  ilavery  when  thofe  eyes  fhall 
open,  fince,  without  doubt,  they  en- 
liven, and  give  a  luftre  to  this  ftock 
of  charms?  I  muft  quickly  refolve; 
and  yet  I  cannot  ftir  without  being 
my  own  murderer,  for  fate  has  order- 
ed it  fo.' 

After  thefe  reflections,  and  the  prince 
had  gazed  on  the  princefs's  beauty,  and 
examined  the  condition  of  his  heart,  he 
fell  on  his  knees;  and,  taking  hold  of 
the  princefs's  (hi ft  fleeve,  pulled  gently 
towards  him  an  arm  as  white  as  Jhow; 
upon  which  the  princefs  opened  her  eyes, 
and  feeing  a  handfome  well- ftiaped  man 
on  his  knees,  The  was  in  great  furprize, 
and  remained  for  fome  time  confound- 
ed; butyetfeemed  to  (hewnofign  of  fear. 
The  prince  made  ufe  of  this  favour- 
able moment,  bowed  his  head  down  to 
the  ground,  and  then  faid — *  Moft  beau  - 
tiful  princefs,  by  the  moft  extraordi- 
nary and  wonderful  adventure  ima- 
ginable, you  fee  here  at  your  feet  a 
fuppliant  prince,  the  fon  of  the  King 
of  Perfia,  who  was  yefterday  morning 
with  his  father  in    his  court,  at  the 
celebration  ofafolemn  feaft;  and  am 
in  a  ftrange  country  in  danger  of  my 
'  life, 
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life,  if  you  have  not  the  goodnefs  and 
generofity  to  give  me  your  afliftance 
and  protection,  which  I  implore,  mod 
adorable  princefs,  with  the  confi- 
dence, that  you  will  not  refufe  it  me, 
and  have  juft  ground  to  perfuade  my- 
felf,  that  fo  much  beauty  and  majefty 
cannot  entertain  the  leaft  inhuma- 
nity.' 

This  princefs,  to  -whom  Firouz  Schah 
fo  happily  addreffed  himfelf,  was  the 
Princefs  of  Berigal,  and  the  king's  eld- 
eft  daughter,  for  whom  he  had  built  this 
palace,  a  fmall  diftance  from  his  capi- 
tal, whither  (he  went  often    for   air. 
After  me  had  heard  the  prince  with  all 
the  candour  he  could  defire,  (he  repli- 
ed—' Prince,  you  may  afl'ure  yourfelf 
that  you  are  not  in  a  barbarous  coun- 
try j  fince  the  famshofpitality,  huma- 
nity, and    politenefs,    is  to  be  met 
with  in  the  kingdom  of  Bengal  as  in 
that  of  Perfia,  I  (hall  not  only  grant 
you  the  protection  you  afk,  and  you 
will  not  only  have  it  in   my  palace, 
but  throughout  the  whole  kingdom. 
You  may  believe  me,  and  depend  up- 
on what  I  fay.* 

The    Prince  of  Perfia  would    have 

thanked  the  Princefs  of  Bengal  for  her 

obliging    civility,  and   the  favour  (h-e 

did  him,  and  had  already  bowed  down 

his  head  to  return  the  compliment,  but 

the  would  not  give  him  leave  to  fpeak  : 

Notwithftanding,  I  defire,'  fajhl  ihe, 

to  know  by  what  miracle  you  came 

hither  from  the  capital  of  Perfia  in  fo 

Ihort  a  time,  and  by  what  inchant- 

ment  you  have  been  able  to  penetrate 

fo  far  as  to  come  to  my  apartment, 

and  to  have  deceived  the  vigilance  of 

my  guards;  yet  looking  upon  you  as  a 

gueft  who  is  welcome,  and  may  want 

Tome  refremment,  I  will  wave  my  cu- 

riofity,  and  give  orders  to  my  women 

to  regale  and  (hew  you  an  apartment, 

that  you  may  reft  yourfelf  after  your 

fatigue,  and  be  better  able  to  fatisfy 

my  cui  iofity,  as  well  as  I  to  hear  your 

ftory.' 

The  princefs's  women,  who  awaked 
at  the  firft  words  which  the  prince  ad- 
dreffed to  the  princefs,  were  in  the  ut- 
moft  furprize  to  fee  a  man  at  the  prin- 
ceis's  bolfter,  but  could  not  conceive 
how  he  got  thither  without  waking 
them  or  the  eunuchs:  however,  as  they 
comprehended  the  princefs's  intentions, 
they  drefled  them/elves  prefently,  and 
were  ready  to  obey  her  commands  as 
&«a  ;^lhe  gave  them.  They  each  took 


a  wax-candle,  of  which  there  we  re  great 
numbers  lighted  tip  in  the  1*0 omj  and 
after  the  prince  had  taken  his  leave 
very  refpeclfully,  they  went  before  him. 
and  conducted  him  into  a  fine  chamber; 
where,  while  fome  were  preparing  ths 
bed,  others  went  down  into  the  kitchen 
to  the  cooks  :  for  a<ll  it  was  fo  unlea- 
fonable  an  hour,  they  did  not  make  the 
Prince  Firouz  Schah  wait  long,  but 
brought  him  prefently  all  forts  of  meat; 
and  when  he  had  ate  as  rauch  as  he  had 
a  mind,  and  they  had  ferved  him  with. 
whatever  he  had  any  deiire  for,  they  left 
him  to  taile  the  fweets  of  repofe. 

In  the  mtan  time,  the  Princefs  of 
Bengal  WHS  fo  Aruck  with  the  chanr,;,. 
wit,  politenefs,  and  other  fine  quali- 
ties which  flie  difcovered  in  that  mort 
converfation  with  the  prince,  that  (he 
could  not  deep  :  but  when  her  women 
came  into  her  room  to  go  to  bed,  aifr 
ed  them  if  they  had  taken  care  of  him, 
and  if  he  wanted  any  thing;  and,  at  lait, 
what  they  thought  of  him. 

The  women,  after  they  had   fatisfie/f 
her  as  to  the  firft  articles, anfwered  as  to 
the  lafi — c  We  do  not  know  what  you 
may  think  of  him  ;  but,  for  our  part?, 
we  think  you  would  be  very  happy  if 
the  king  your   father   would  m:\iry 
you  to  him-,  for  there  is  not  a  prince 
in  all  the  kingdom  of  Bengal,  whois 
to  be  compared  to    himj  nor  c^n  we 
hear  that  any   of  the   neighbouiir.g 
princes  are  worthy  of  you.' 
This  flattering   difcou-rfe  was   in  no 
wife  difpleafing  to  the  Princefs  of  Ben- 
gal, who,  ns   (he  had  no  mind  to  de- 
clare hei  fcutiments  to  them,  impute? 
filence  upon    them,  telling   them   the*/ 
were  miftaken,  bidding  them  go  to  be£ 
and  let  her  deep. 

The  next  day,  as  fuon  as  the  priri.- 
cefs  was  up,  (he  fat  down  to  her  toilet, 
and  rook  more  pains  in  drefling  and  ad - 
jutting  herfcif  in  the  glafs  thaui-ver  fh« 
had  done  in  her  life.  She  never  had  tri- 
ed her  womens  patience  fo  much  before, 
by  making  them  do  and  undo  the  fame 
thing  feveral  times :  '  Certainly,"  laid 
fhe  to  herfelf,  '  if  the  prince,  as  I  per- 

*  ceive,  was  taken  with  me  in  my  di- 

*  (habille,  he  will  be  charmed  with  me 
'  when  I  am  drelfed.'  She  adorned  her 
head,  neck,  arms,  and  waifti  with  tb« 
£neft  and   largeft   diamonds    (he  had: 
the   habit  (lie  made   ufe  of  was  one  of. 
the  richeft  fluffs  of  the  Indies,   which 
was   of  a   moft   beautiful   colour,  arvrj 
made  only  for  kings,  princes,  and  prm 
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cefles.  After  (he  had  confulted  her  glafs 
along  time,  and  afked  her  women,  one 
after  another,  if  nothing  was  wanting 
to  her  attire,  fhe  fent  to  know  if  the 
Prince  of  Perfia  was  awake  j  and  as  (he 
never  difputed  but  that,  if  he  was  up 
and  drafted,  he  would  afk  leave  to  go 
and  pay  his  reipe&s  to  her,  fhe  charged 
the  mefTen°'er,  for  fome  particular  rea- 
ibn  ftie  had,  to  tell  him  that  fhe  would 
make  him  the  viftt. 

The  Prince  of  Perfia,  who  had  reco- 
vered, hy  that  night's  reft,  the  fatigue 
he  had  undergone  the  day  before,  had 
juft  dreffed  himfelf  when  he  received 
the  Princefs  of  Bengal's  compliment  5 
and,  without  giving  the  lady  who 
brought  the  meffage  leave  to  make  an 
end  of  what  file  had  to  fay,  afked  her 
if  it  was  proper  for  him  then  to  go  and 
pay  his  refpeclsj  and  when  the  lady 
had  acquitted  herfelf  of  her  errand,  he 
replied — '  As  the  pi  incefs  thinks  fitj  I 
'  am  folely  at  her  pleafure/ 

As  foon  as  the  Princefs  of  Bengal 
iindtrftood  that  the  Prince  of  Perfia 
•waited  for  her,  fhe  immediately  went  to 
pay  him  a  vifit.  After  mutual  compli- 
ments on  both  Tides,  the  prince,  in  afk- 
ing  pardon  for  having  furprized  and 
•waked  the  princefs  out  of  a  deep  deep, 
and  the  princefs  by  afking  after  his 
health,  and  how  he  reftedj  the  princefs 
fat  down  on  a  fofa,  as  did  alfo  the 
prince,  though  at  fome  diftance,  out  o.f 
refpeft. 

Then  the  princefs,  afTuming  the  dif- 
courfe,   faid — '  I  would  have  received 
you,  prince,  in  the  chamber  in  which 
you  found  me  in  bed  laft  night ;  but 
as  the  chief  of  my  eunuchs  has  the 
liberty  of  coming  into  it,  and  never 
comes    farther    without    my    leave, 
through  my  impatience  to   hear  the 
f'urpri/ing  adventure  which  procures 
me  the   happinefs  of   feeing  you,  I 
chofe  to  come  hither,  that  we  may 
not  be  interrupted  ;   therefore  I  beg 
of  you  to  give  me  that  fatisfaclion, 
which  will  highly  oblige  me.' 
Prince  Firouz  Schah,  to  gratify  the 
Princefs  of  Bengal,  began  with  the  fo- 
lemn  and  annual  feaft  of  the  Novrouz, 
relating  all  the  fights  worthy  of  her  cu- 
riofity,   which  were  fhewn  before  the 
court  of  Perfia  and  the  whole  town  of 
Schiraz :    afterwards    he  came  to   the 
Enchanted   Horfe ;    the  defcjiption  of 
•which,  wiih  the  account  of  the  won- 
ders which  the  Indian  performed  on 


himy  before  fo  auguft  an  afTembly,  con- 
vinced the  princefs  that  nothing  of  that 
kind  in  the  world  could  be  imagined 
more    furprizing.     '  You    may    well 
*  think,  charming  princefs,'  continued 
the  Prince  of  Pei  fia,  '  that  the  king  my 
father,  who  values  not  what  he  gives 
for  any  thing  that  is  rare  and  cu- 
rious, would  be  very  defirous  to  pur- 
chafe  fuch  an  horfe,  as  indeed  he  was. 
He  afked  the  Indian  what  he  would 
have  for  him;  who  made  him  an  ex- 
travagant reply,  telling  him  that  he 
never  bought,  but  took  him  in  ex- 
change for  his  only  daughter,  and 
could  not  part  with  him  but  on  the 
like  conditionj  which  was,  to  have 
his  confent  to  marry  the  princefs  my 
fifter. 

*  The  crowd  of  courtiers  who  flood 
about  the  king  my  father,  hearing 
the  extravagance  of  this  propofal,  all 
burft  out  a  laughing;  and,  for  my 
part,  I  conceived  fo  great  an  indig- 
nation, that  I  could  not  difguife  it  ; 
and  the  more,  becaufe  I  faw  that  the 
king  my  father  was  confidering  with 
himfelf  what  anfwer  he  mould  give 
him.  In  fhort,  I  believe  he  would 
have  granted  him  what  he  afked,  if  I 
had  not  made  a  lively  reprefentation 
how  injurious  it  would  be  to  his  ho- 
nour :  yet  my  I'emoniliances  could 
not  bring  him  entirely  to  quit  his  de- 
fign  of  facrificing  the  princefs  my 
filter  to  fo  defpicable  a  perfon.  He 
fancied  he  mould  bring  me  over  to 
his  opinion,  if  once  I  could  compre- 
hend, as  he  imagined,  the  fmgular 
worth  of  this  horle.  With  this  view, 
he  would  have  me  look  at  him,  and 
mount  him,  and  make  a  trial  of  him 
myfelf. 

'  To  humour  my  father,  I  mounted 
the  horfe  $  and  as  foon  as  I  got  upon 
his  back,  I  put  my  hand  upon  a  peg, 
as  I  had  feen  the  Indian  do  before  me, 
to  make  the  horfe  mount  into  the  air, 
never  ftaying  to  take  inftruclions  of 
the  owner.  The  inftant  that  I  touched 
the  peg,  the  horfe  mounted  with  me 
into  the  air  as  fwift  as  an  arrow  fhot 
out  of  a  bow;  and  I  was  prefently 
got  to  fuch  a  diftance  from  the  earth, 
that  I  could  not  diftinguifh  any  ob- 
je6l.  By  the  fwiftnefs  of  the  motion, 
I  was  for  fome  time  unapprehenfive 
of  the  danger  to  which  I  was  expofed  j 
but  when  I  grew  fenfible  of  it,  I  en- 
deavoured to  turn  the  peg  the  con. 
„«  trary 
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trary  way;  but  the  experiment  would 
not 'anfwer  my  expectation,  and  ftili 
*  the  horfe  mounted  with  me,  and  car- 
ried me  a  greater  diftarce  from  the 
earth.  At  laft,  I  perceived  another 
peg,  which  I  turned;  and  then  grew 
fenfible  that  the  horfe  declined  to- 
wards the  earth  j  and  prefently  found 
myfelf  fo  furrounded  with  darknefs, 
that  it  was  impo(Tible  for  me  to  guide 
the  horfe.  1^  this  condition,  I  laid 
the  bridle  on  his  neck,  and  tiufted 
myfelf  to  the  will  of  God  to  diipofe 
of  my  fate. 

«  Not  Jong  after,  the  horfe  alighted, 
and  Igot  off  his  back;  and  examining 
whereabouts  1  might  be,  perceived 
myfelf  on  the  leads  of  this  palace,  and 
fbund  the  door  of  the  ftair-cale  half- 
open.  I  came  foftly  down  the  ftairs; 
and  feeing  a  door  open  by  a  fmall 
light,  put  my  head  into  the  room,  and 
faw  fome  eunuchs  afleep,  and  a  great 
light  in  another  room.  The  neceility 
1  was  in,  notwithftanding  the  inevi- 
table danger  I  was  threatened  with, 
if  the  eunuchs  had  awaked,  infpired 
me  with  boldne(s,  or  rather  rafh- 
nefs,  to  crofs  that  room  to  get  at  the 
other. 

*  It  is  needlefs,  Madam,"  added  the 
prince,  *  to  tell  you  the  reft,  fmce  you 
"  are  not  unacquainted  with  all  that 
pafled  afterwards  :  only  I  am  obliged 
in  duty  to  thank  you  for  your  good- 
nefs  and  generofity,  and  to  beg  of  you 
to  let  me  know  how  I  may  (hew  my 
acknowledgment.  According  to  the 
law  of  nations,  I  am  already  your 
Have;  and  therefore  cannot  make  you 
an  offer  of  my  perfon,  but  only  of  my 
heart.  But,  alas  !  princefs,  what  is 
it  I  fay?  My  heart  is  no  longer  my 
own ;  your  charms  have  forced  it  from 
me,  but  in  fuch  a  manner  as  I  will 
never  afk  for  it  again,  but  yield  itupj 
therefore  give  me  leave  to  declare  you 
miftrefs  both  of  my  heart  and  per- 
fon.' 

Thefe  laft  words  of  the  Prince  Firouz 
Schah  were  pronounced  with  fuch  an 
air  and  tone,  that  the  Princefs  of  Ben- 
gal never  doubted  a  moment  cf  the  ef- 
feft  (he  expelled  from  her  charms  j 
neither  did  Ihe  feem  to  refent  the  pre- 
cipitation of  the  Prince. of  Perfia's  de- 
claration, but  only  increafed  her  beauty 
by  a  graceful  blufh,  which  compleated 
her  conquett. 
r  AS  icon  as  fhe  had  recovered  herfelf, 


fhe  replied — *  Prince,  you  have  given 
me  a  fenfible  pleafure,  by  telling  me 
thofefurprizingand  wonderful  things* 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  I  can  hardly 
forbear  fhuddering,  when  I  think  on 
the  height  you  was  in  the  air;  and, 
though  I  have  the  good  fortune  to  fee 
you  here  fafe  and  well,  I  was  in  pain 
till  you  came  to  that  part  where  the 
Indian  horfe  alighted  on  my  palace- 
leads.  I  am  glad  that  Chance  has 
given  me  the  preference  to  the  whole 
world  ;  and  the  opportunity  of  letting 
you  know,  that  Fortune  could  not 
have  conducted  you  any  where,  where 
you  could  have  been  received  more 
agreeably,  and  with  greater  plea- 
fure. 

«  But,  prince,'  continued  fhe,  *  I 
mould  be  very  angry  with  you,  if  I 
thought  that  what  you  mentioned  of 
being  my  flave  was  feiious,  and  that 
it  did  not  proceed  from  your  abun- 
dance of  civility,  but  from  a  fince- 
rityof  fentiment;  for  by  the  reception 
I  gave  you  yefterday,  you  might  aflure 
youifelf  you  are  here  as  in  the  midft 
of  the  court  of  Perfia. 
*  As  to  your  heart,'  added  the  Prin- 
cefs of  Bengal,  in  a  moft  fweet  and 
obliging  manner,  «  as  I  am  perfuaded 
that  you  have  not  lived  fo  long  with- 
out difpofing of  it;  and  that  you  could 
not  fail  of  making  choice  of  a  princefs 
of  merit;  I  fhould  be  very  lorry  to 
give  you  an  occalion  to  be  guilty  of  an 
infidelity.' 

The  Prince  Firouz  Schah  would  have 
protetfed,  that,  when  he  left  Perfia,  he 
was  inaiter  of  his  own  heart;  but,  at 
that  inUant,  one  of  the  princefs's  ladies 
in  waiting  came  to  tell  her  that  dinner 
was  ferved  up. 

This  interruption  delivered  the  prince 
and  princefs  from  an  explanation  which 
would  have  been  equally  embarrafling 
to  both  of  them,  and  of  which  they  flood 
in  need.  The  Princefs  of  Bengal  was 
fully  convinced  of  the  Prince  of  Perfia's 
(incerity  ;  and  the  prince,  though  the 
princefs  had  not  explained  heri'df,  judg- 
ed, neverthelefs,  by  fome  words  (lie  let 
fall,  and  the  favourable  manner  fhe 
heard  him,  that  he  had  no  reafon  to 
complain. 

As  the  lady  held  the  door  open,  the 
Princefs  of  Bengal  faid  to  the  Prince  of 
Perfia,  rifmg  off  her  feat,  as  he  did  alfo 
from  his — «  I  am  not  ufed  to  dine  fo 
•  early  j  but,  as  1  fancied  you  might 
*  have 
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*  have  had  but  an   indifferent  fupper 

*  raft  night,  I  ordered  dinner  to  be  got 

*  ready  fooner  than  ordinary.'     After 
this   compliment,   fhe    led   him    into  a 
magnificent   hall,    where  a   table  was 
lard,   and  fet  off  with  great  plenty  of 
choice  and  excellent  viands  ;   and  as 
Soon  as  they  were  fat  down,   a  great 
iB3ny  beautiful  flaves  of  the  princefs^s, 
vho  were  richly  drefied,   began  a  moft 
charming  and  agreeable  concert  of  vo- 
cal and  inltrumental  mufick. 

This  concert  was  fb  fweet  and  deH- 
cate,  that  it  did  not  in  the  leaft  prevent 
or  interrupt  the  prince  and  princefs's 
converfation.  All  dinner-time,  their 
Jole  concern  was  to  help  and  invite  each 
other  to  eat.  The  prince,  for  his  part, 
ierved  the  princei's  with  the  choicer!:  of 
every  thing,  and  ftrove  to  outdo  her  in 
civility,  b»th  by  words  and  aclions  ; 
"which  fhe  returned  again,  with  a  great 
many  compliments.  And  in  this  re- 
ciprocal manner  of  obliging  each  other, 
love  made  a  greater  progress. 

When  they  rofe  from  table,  the  prin- 
cefs conduced  the  prince  into  a  large 
and  magnificent  clolet,    finely   embel- 
Irfiied  wrth  paintings  in  blue  and  gold, 
cf   a   juft   lymmetry,   and  richly  fur- 
i>i  fried:  there  they  both  fat  down  upon 
a  fofa,  which  afforded  a  moflr  agreeable 
jprofpect  into  the  palace- garde;i,  which 
Prince  Firouz   Schah   admired   for  the 
•wait   variety    of  flowers,    fbrubs,    and 
tries,  which  were  full  as  beautiful,  but 
quite  different,  as  thofe  of  Perfia.  Here, 
taking  the  opportunity  of  entering  into 
a  converiation  with    the   princeis,   he 
faid — *  I  always  believed.  Madam,  that 
no  part  of  the  world   but  Perfia  af- 
forded fuch  ftately  palaces  and  beau- 
tiful  gardens  ;    but  now   I  fee  that 
other  great  monarchs  know  as  well 
how  to  build  :    and  if  there  is  a  diffe- 
rence in  the  manner  cf  building,  there 
is  none  in  the  grandeur  and  magnifi- 
cence.* 

«  Prince,'  replied  the  Princefs  of  Ben- 
si,  «  as  I  have  no  idea  of  the  palaces 
of  Perfia,  I  cannot  judge  of  the  com- 
parifon  you  have  made  of  mine,  to 
fell  you  my  opinion  cf  it.  But,  as 
nnceie  as  yovrfeem  to  be,  I  can  hardly 
think  it  juft,  but  believe  it  a  compli- 
ment. However,  I  will  not  defpile  my 
pahce  before  you  ;  you  diicern  too 
well,  and  have  too  good  a  tafte  to 
want  found  judgment:  but  I  allure 
you,  J  think  it  very  indifferent, 


I  compare  it  with  my  father's,  which 
far  exceeds  it  for  grandeur,beauty,and 
richnefs.  You  mall  tell  me  yourfelf 
what  you  think  of  it,  when  you  have 
feen  it ;  for,  fince  Chance  has  brought 
you  fo  near  the  capital  of  this  king- 
dom, I  do  not  doubt  but  you  will  fee 
it,  and  make  my  father  a  vifit,  that 
*  he  may  pay  you  all  the  honour  due  to> 
'  a  prince  of  your  rank  and  merit,' 

The  princefs  flattered  herfelf,  that, 
by  exciting  in  the  Prince  of  Perfia  a 
curioiity  to  fee  the  palace  of  Bengal,  and 
to  vifit  her  father,  the  king,  feeing  him 
fo  handfome,  wife,  and  accomplished 
a  prince,  might  perhaps  take  it  in  his 
head  to  propofe  an  alliance  with  him, 
by  offering  her  as  a  wife.  And  as  fhe 
was  very  well  perfuaded  that  fhe  was 
not  indifferent  to  the  prince,  and  that 
he  would  be  pleafed  with  the  propofal, 
flie  hoped  to  attain  to  the  utmoft  of  her 
wifoes,  and  preferve  all  the  decorum 
agreeable  to  a  princefs,  who  would  ap- 
pear to  have  all  the  regard  to  the  will 
of  her  king  and  father  which  becomes 
a  dutiful  child :  but  the  Prince  of  Pei  fia 
did  not  return  her  an  anfwer  according 
to  her  defire. 

'  Princefs,'  replied  the  prince,  '  the 
preference  which  you  give  the  King 
of  Bengal's  palace  to  your  own,  is 
enough  for  me  to  believe  that  it  much 
exceeds  it :  but  as  to  the  propofal  of 
my  going  and  paying  my  refpecls  to 
the  kjrjg  your  father,  I  fhould  not 
only  do  niyfelf  a  pleafure,  but  an  ho- 
nour, in  doing  it.  But  judge,  prin- 
cefs, yourfelf,  would  you  advife  me 
to  prefent  myfelf  before  fo  great  a 
monarch,  at  adventure,  without  at- 
tendants and  a  train,  agreeable  to  my 
rank?' 

*  Prince,'  replied  the  princefs,  f  do 

not  let   that  give  you  any  pain.    If 

you  will  but  go,  you   (hall  want  no 

money  to  have  what  train   and  at-- 

tendance  you    pleafe  ;  I  will  furnifh 

you  :  and  we  have  traders  here  of  all 

nations  in  great  numbers;  and  you 

may  make  choice  of  as  many  as  you; 

pleafe  to  form  your  houfhold.' 

Prince  Firouz  Schah  penetrated  into 

the  Piincefs  of  Bengal's  intention;  and 

this  fenuble  mark  fhe  gave  him  of  her 

love  (till  augmented  his  paffionj  which, 

notwithstanding  it's  violence,  made  him 

not  forget  his  duty.    But,  without  any 

hefitation,    he   replied  — '  Princefs,    \ 

\  ihould  uiaft  vyiilipgly  accept  Of  the 

«  obliging 
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obliging  offer  you  make  me,  for  which 
I  cannot  enough  fhew  my  aclcnow^ 
Jedgment.  if  the  uneafinefs  my  father 
mutt  he  in,  on  account  of  my  abfence, 
did  not  prevent  me  :  I  fhould  be  un- 
worthy of  the  bounty  and  tendernefs 
he  has  always  had  for  me,  if  I  fhould 
not  return  foon  to  calm  his  fears.  I 
know  his  temper  fo  well,  that,  while  I 
havethe  happinefs  of  en  joying  the  con- 
verfation  of  fb  lovely  a  princeis,  I  art\ 
perfuaded  that  he  is  plunged  into  the 
deepeft  grief,  and  has  loft  all  hopes  of 
feeing  me  again.  I  hope  you  will  do 
me  the  juftice  to  believe  that  I  cannot, 
without  ingratitude,  and  being  guilty 
of  a  crime,  difpenfe  with  going  to  re- 
ftore  that  life  to  him  which  a  too 
long  deferred  return  may  have  en- 
'  dangered. 

*  After  this,  princefs,'  continued  the 
Prince  of  Perfia,  «  if  you  will  permit 
me,  and  think  me  worthy  to  afpire 
to  the  happinefs  of  becoming  your 
fpoufe,  as  the  king  my  father  has  al- 
ways declared  that  he  never  would 
conftrain  me  in  my  choice,  I  fhould 
find  it  no  difficult  matter  to  get  leave 
to  return,  not  as  a  ftranger,  but  as  a 
prince,  to  contract  an  alliance  by  our 
marriage ;  and  I  am  perfuaded  that 
he  will  be  overjoyed  when  I  tell  him 
with  what  generofity  you  received  me, 
though  a  ftranger.' 
The  Princefs  of  Bengal  was  too  rea- 
foriable,  after  what  the  Prince  of  Perfia 
had  faid,  to  infift  any  longer  in  per- 
fuading  him  to  pay  a  vifit  to  the  King 
of  Bengal,  or  to  afk  any  thing  of  him 
contrary  to  his  duty  and  honour  ;  but 
was  very  much  alarmed  to  find  that  he 
thought,  of  fo  fudden  a  departure;  fear- 
ing that,  if  he  took  his  leave  of  her  fo 
foon,  he  would  not  remember  his  pro- 
mife,  but  forget  that  he  ever  had  feen 
her.     But,  to  put  it  off  a  little,  (he  faid 
to  him—4  Prince,  my  intention  of  pro- 
'  pofing  a  vifit  to  my  father  was  not  to 

*  oppole  fo  juft  an  excufe  as  that  you 
'  gave  me,  and  which  I  did  not  forefee. 
'  I  fhould  have  rendered  myfelf  an  ac- 
?  complice  of  the  crime,  had  I  thought 
'  of  it :  but  I  cannot  approve  of  your 
«  thinking  to  go  fo  foon  as  you  pro- 

4  pole  ;  at  leaft,  grant  me  the  favour  I 

*  afk  of  a  little  longer  acquaintance  5 
'  and,  fince  I  had  the  happinefs  to  have 
'   you  alight  in  the  kingdom  of  Ben- 

*  gal,  rather  than  in  the  midft  of  a  de- 

5  {art,  gr  on  the  top  of  fome  fteep  craggy 


rock,  from  which  it  would  have  been 
impoffible  for  you  to  defcend,  I  de- 
fire   you   will  make   a  little   longer 
abode,  that  you  may  be  able  to  give 
a  better  account  at  the  court  of  Periia 
of  what  you  have  feen  here.' 
The  fole  end  the  Princefs  of  Ben- 
gal  had  in  this  difcourfe  was,  that  the 
Prince  of  Perfia,  by  a  longer  ftay,  might 
become    infenfibly   more    priffionvuely 
taken  with  her  charms;  hoping  thereby 
that  his  ardent  defire  of  returning  would 
diminifh,  and  then  he  might  be  brought 
to  appear  in  publick,  and  pay  a  vifir  to 
the  King  of  Bengal.     The  Prince  of 
Perfia  could  not  well  refufe  her  the  fa- 
vour fhe  afked,  after  the  kind  reception 
fhe  had  given  him;  but  was  fo  corn- 
plaifant  as  to  condefcend  to  her,  whofe 
only  thoughts  then  were  how  to  render 
his  abode  agreeable  by  all  the  diverfiona 
'fhe  could  imagine. 

Nothing  went  forwards  for  fome  days 
but  feafts  and  balls,  and  concerts  of 
mufick,  which  were  always  let  or?  with 
very  magnificent  collations.  On  other 
days,  they  went  a  hunting  deer  in  the 
palace-park,  which  abounded  with  all 
forts,  both  ftags,  hinds,  and  fallow- 
deer  :  and  after  the  chace,  the  prince 
and  princefs  met  in  a  convenient  place 
in  the  park,  where  a  carpet  was  fpread, 
and  cuthions  laid  for  them,  to  lit  the 
more  eafy  on,  and  reft  themfelves,  after 
the  violence  of  that  exercife.  There 
they  talked  generally  of  indifferent  mat- 
ters j  but  the  princefs,  for  the  moffc 
part,  would  intrude  fomething  about 
the  grandeur,powcr, riches,  and  govern- 
ment, of  Periia,  that,  from  Prince  Fi- 
rouz  ScharTs  difcourfe,  flie  might  have 
an  opportunity  to  talk  of  the  kingdom 
of  Bengal,  and  engage  him  to  refolve  to 
make  a  longer  (lay  there;  but  was  dif- 
appointed  in  her  expectations. 

In  fhort,  the  Prince  of  Perfia,  with- 
o'ut  making  the  leaft  exaggerations, 
gave  fo  advantageous  an  account  of  the 
largenefs  of  the  kingdom  of  Perfia;  it's 
magnificence  and  riches;  it's  military 
force;  it's  commerce,  by  lea  and  land, 
to  the  moft  remote  parts  of  the  world  j 
the  vaft  number  of  large  and  populous. 
cities  it  contained,  fuch  as  the  king 
made  his  reiidence,  where  he  had  pa- 
laces ready- furn ilhed  to  receive  him  at 
all  feafons  of  the  year,  fo  that  at  his 
choice  he  could  always  enjoy  a  perpe- 
tual fpring  ;  that,  before  he  had  done, 
the  jju-jnceTs  found  the  kingduru  of  Ben  - 
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gal  to  he  very  much  inferior  to  that  of 
i'erfia  in  a  great  many  inftances.  When 
he  had  finifhed  his  relation,  he  begged 
of  her  to  entertain  him  with  a  defcrip- 
fion  of  Bengal  ;  which,  after  a  great 
deal  of  entreaty  from  the  prince,  flieat 
laft  complied  with. 

The  princefs  gave  Princ-e  Firouz 
Schah  that  fatisfaction  ;  but,  by  leffen- 
ing  many  advantages  the  kingdom 
of  Bengal  had  over  that  of  Perfia,  fhe 
let  him  know  the  difpafition  (he  was  in 
to  accompany  him;  fo  that  he  believed 
fhe  would  confent  at  the  fidt  propofi- 
tion  he  fhould  make:  but  he  thought 
it  would  not  be  proper  then,  till  he  had 
fliewed  her  fo  much  complaifance  as  to 
ftay  longer  with  her;  but  refolved  to 
make  it,  in  cafe  fhe  would  keep  him 
from  returning  to  his  father,  as  he  was 
in  duty  bound  to  do. 

Two  whole  months  the  Prince  Fi- 
rouz Schah  abandoned  himfelf  entirely 
to  the  will  of  the  Princeis  of  Bengal, 
who  neglected  nothing  to  divert  him. 
But,  after  that  time,  he  declared  fe- 
rioufly,  that  he  could  not  (lay  any 
longer,  and  begged  of  her  to  give  him 
leave  to  return  to  his  father;  repeating 
again  the  promife  he  had  made  her  to 
return  foon  in  an  equipage  worthy  of 
her  and  himfelf;  and  in  form  to  de- 
mand her  in  marriage  of  the  King  of 
Bengal. 

'  And,  princefs, *  replied  the  Prince 
of  Perfia,  '  that  you  may  not  fufpedt  the 

*  truth  of  what  I  fay,  and  that,  by  my 
«  afking  this  leave,  you  may  not  rank 

*  me  among  thofe  falfe  lovers  who  for- 

*  get  the  object  of  their  loves  as  foon 

*  as  they  are  abfent  from  them  ;  but  to 
'  fliew  that  my  paflion  is  real,  and  not 
4  feigned,  and  that  my  life  cannot  be 
*•  agreeable  to  me,  when  abfent  from  fo 

*  lovely  a  princefs,  I  mould  be  fo  bold, 
'  if  I  was  not  afraid  that  you  would  be 

*  angry,  to  afk  the  favour  of  taking 

*  you  along  with  me.' 

As  the  Prince  Firouz  Schah  faw  that 
the  princefs  blufhed  at  thefe  laft  words, 
and  that,  without  any  mark  of  anger, 
llie  was  determined  what  to  do,  he  pro- 
ceeded, and  faid— -'  Princefs,  as  for  the 

*  king  my  father's  confent,  and  the  re- 
«  ception  he  will  give  you,  he  will  re- 

*  ceive  you  with  pleafure  into  his  alli- 
«  ance;  and  as  for  the  King  of  Bengal, 
»  after  all  the  love  and  tender  regard  he 
,    has  always  exprefl/'d  for  you,  he  muft 

be  the  rtveriV  of  what  yon  have  de« 


fcribed  him,  an  enemy  to  your  repofe 
and  bappinefs,  if  he  fhould  not  re- 
ceive the  embaffy  friendly,  which  my 
father  will  fend  to  him  for  his  appro- 
bation of  our  marriage.' 
The  Princefs  of  Bengal  returned  no 
anfwer  to  this  difcourfe  of  the  Prince 
of  Perfia;  but  her  filence,  r,nd  the  caft- 
ing  down  of  her  eyes,  were  fufficient  to 
inform  him  that  (he  had  no  reluctance, 
but  confented.    The  only  difficulty  (he 
had  toraife  was,  that  the  prince  knew 
not  well    enough   how  to  govern  the 
horfe;  which  the  prince  foon  removed, 
by  affuring  her,   that,  after  the  expe- 
rience he  had  had,  he  defied  the  Indian 
himfelf  to  manage  him  better;    upon 
which  they  had  nothing  to  do  but  con- 
cert meafures  fo  fecretly,  that  nobody 
belonging  to  the  palace  fhould  have  the 
leaft  fufpicion  of  their  defign. 

The  next  morning,  a  little  before 
day- break,  when  all  the  palace  were 
afleep,  they  went  upon  the  leads  of  the 
palace.  The  prince  turned  the  horfe 
towards  Perfia,  and  placed  him  .where 
the  princefs  could  eafily  get  up  behind 
him;  which  (he  had  no  fooner  done, 
and  was  well  fettled  with  her  arms 
about  his  waift,  for  her  better  fecurity, 
than  he  turned  the  peg,  and  the  horfe 
mounted  into  the  air;  and  in  two  hours 
time  the  prince  difcovered  the  capital  of 
Perfia. 

He  would  not  alight  at  the  place 
from  whence  he  fetout,  nor  in  the  ful- 
tan's  palace,  but  directed  his  courfe  to- 
wards a  palace  at  a  little  diftance  from 
the  town.  He  led  the  princefs  into  a 
fine  apartment,  where  he  told  her,  that, 
to  do  her  all  the  honour  that  was  due 
to  her,  he  would  immediately  inform 
his  father  of  their  arrival.  At  the  fame 
time,  he  ordered  the  keeper  of  the  pa- 
lace, who  was  then  prefent,  to  pay  all 
imaginable  refpeft  to  the  princefs,  and 
provide  her  whatever  fhe  had  occafion 
for. 

After  the  prince  had  taken  his  leave 
of  the  princefs,  he  ordered  a  hoi  fe  to  be 
faddled  prefently;  which  he  mounted, 
after  he  had  charged  the  keeper,  who 
attended  him  ftill,  to  cany  the  princefs 
fomething  for  her  breakfaft,  and  then 
fet  forwards  for  the  palace.  As  he 
puffed  through  the  ftreefs,  he  was  re- 
ceived with  acclamations  of  the  people, 
who  were  overjoyed  to  fee  him  again. 
The  fultan  his  father  was  giving  au- 
dience tc  his  people,  i»  the  midft  of  his 
council, 
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council,  who,  as  well  as  the  whole  court, 
had  been  all  in  mourning,  ever  fince  he 
had  been  absent.  The  iultan  received 
and  embraced*  him  with  tears  of  joy, 
and  aflced  him  what  w.as  become  of  the 
Indian's  bon"e. 

This  queltion  gave  the  prince  an  op- 
portunity to  tell  him  the  embarraffment 
and  danger  he  was  in  when  the  horfe 
had  mounted  into  the  air  with  him,  and 
how  he  arrived  at  laft  at  the  Princefs  of 
Bengal's  palace,  with  the  kind  recep- 
tion he  met  with  there;  that  the  motive 
which  obliged  him  to  flay  (6  long  was 
his  complaifance,  and  to  perfuade  her, 
after  promifing  her  marriage,  to  come 
with  him  into  Perfia.     '  But,  Sir,'  add- 
ed the  prince,   «  I  have  not  only  pro- 
mifed  that  princefs  marriage,  but  af- 
fured  her  of  your  confent.and  brought 
her  and  the  Indian's  horfe  to  a  palace 
where  your  majefty  often  goes   for 
your  pleafure;  and  have  left  her  there, 
till  I  could  return  and  aflfure  her  that 
my  promife  was  not  in  vain.' 
After  thefe  words,  the  prince  pro- 
ftrated  himfelf  before  the  fultan,  who 
railed  him  up,  embraced  him  a  fecond 
time,  and  faid  unto  him-—'  Son,  I  not 
only  confent  to  your  marriage  with 
the  Princefs  of  Bengal,   but  will  go 
and  meet  her  myfelf,  and  thank  her 
in    particular  for    the  obligation   I 
have  to  her,  and  will  bring  her  to  my 
palace,  and  celebrate  your  nuptials 
this  day.' 

Then  the  fultan  gave  orders  for  his 

court  to  go  out  of  mourning,  and  make 

preparations  fpr  the  princefs's  entry, 

and  to  fetch  the  Indian  out  of  prifon. 

When  the  Indian  was  brought  before 

the  fultan,  he  faid  to  him — '  1  fee u red 

thy  perfon,  that  thy  life,  though  not 

a  fufficient   viftim   to  my  rage  and 

grief,  might  anfwer  for  that  of  the 

prince  my  fon,  whom,  thanks  to  God, 

I  have  found  again.     Go,   take  thy 

horfe,  and  never  let  me  fee  thy  face 

more.' 

As  the  Indian  had  learned  of  thofe 
who  fetched  him  out  of  prifon,  that  the 
Prince  Firouz  Schah  was  returned,  and 
had  brought  a  princefs  behind  him  on 
his  horfe,  and  was  alfo  informed  of  the 
place  where  he  had  left  her,  and  that 
the  fultan  was  making  preparations  to 
go  and  bring  her  to  his  palace,, as  foon 
as  he  got  out  of  the  fultan's  prefence, 
he  bethought  himfelf  of  being  before- 
.fefcud  with  him  and  the  prince  5  and, 


without  lofing  anytime,  went  directly 
to  the  palace,  and  addreffing  himfeif  to 
the  keeper,  told  him  that  he  came  from 
the  Sultan  and  Prince  of  Perfia  to  fetch 
the  Princefs  of  Bengal,  and  to  carry 
her  behind  him  on  his  horfe  to  themj 
telling  him,  at  the  fame  time,  that  they 
and  the  whole  court  and  city  of  Sclu- 
raz  waited  for  that  wonderful  fight. 

The  keeper,  who  knew  the  Indian, 
and  how  that  the  fultan  had  impi  ifoned 
him,  gave  the  more  credit  to  what  he 
faid,  becaufe  he  faw  that  he  was  at  li- 
berty, and  prefented  him  to  the  Prin- 
cefs of  Bengal  j  who  no  fooner  under- 
ftood  that  he  came  from  the  Prince  of 
Perfia,  but  (he  confented,  as  (he  thought, 
to  what  that  pri  nee  defired  of  her. 

The  Indian,  overjoyed  at  his  fuccefs, 
and  the  eafe  with  which  he  hadaccom- 
pliflied  his  villainy,  mounted  his  horfe, 
took  the  princefs  behind  him  with  the 
afliftance  of  the  keeper,  turned  the  peg, 
and  prefently  the  horfe  mounted  into 
the  air  with  him  and  the  princefs. 

At  the  fame  time  the  Sultan  of  Per- 
fia, followed  by  his  court,  was  on  the 
road  from  his  own  palace  to  the  palace 
where  the  Princefs  of  Bengal  was  left; 
and  the  Prince  of  Perfia  was  advanced 
before,  to  prepare  the  Princefs  of  Ben- 
gal  to  receive  him,  when  the  Indian,  to 
brave  them,  and  revenge  himfelf  for 
the  ill  treatment  he  had  received,  as  he 
pretended,  parted  over  their  heads  with 
his  prize. 

When  the  Sultan  of  Perfia  faw  the 
ravifher,  he  (topped:  his  furprize  and 
affliction  was  much  the  more  fenfible, 
becaufe  it  was  npt  in  his  power  to  make 
him  repent  of  fo  high  and  injurious  an. 
affront.  He  loaded  him  with  a  thou* 
fand  imprecations,  as  alfo  did  all  the 
courtiers  who  were  witnefles  of  fo  fig- 
nal  a  piece  of  infoience  and  unparallel- 
ed villainy. 

The  Indian,  little  moved  with  their 
curies,  which  juft  reached  his  ears,  con- 
tinued on  his  way;  while  the  fultan, 
extremely  mortified  at  fo  great  an  in- 
jury, and  to  find  he  could  not  punifh 
the  author,  returned  back  to  his  pa* 
lace. 

But,  all  this  time,  how  violent  was 
Prince  Firouz  Schah's  grief  tp  fee  the 
Indian  carry  a.way  the  Princefs  of  Ben- 
gal, whom  he  loved  fo  pafiionately,  that 
he  could  not  live  without  her.  At  the 
firft  fight  of  an  object  fo  Ictle  expeclec}, 
he  was  cjuite  thunder- ftruckj  and,  be- 
4  F  z  fore 
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fore  he  could  deliberate  with  himfelf 
whether  he  ihould  let  fly  all  *he  inju- 
ries his  rage  could  invent  againft  the 
Imiian,  or  bewail  the  deplorable  fate 
of  the  princeis,  or  aflc  her  pardon  for 
not  taking  better  precautions  to  pre- 
ferve  her,  who  had  trufted  herfelf  fo 
much  to  his  care,  as  was  fufEcient  to 
fhew  her  love,  the  horfe  was  got  out  of 
fight.  He  could  not  well  refolve  what 
to  do,  whether  he  ftiould  return  to  the 
fultan's  palace,  and  (hut  himfelf  up  in 
an  apartment,  to  give  himfelf  entirely 
up  to  his  affliction,  without  attempting 
to  purfue  the  ravifher  to  deliver  the 
princefs,  and  punifh  him  as  he  deferved. 
But  his  generofity,  love,  and  courage, 
would  not  permit  him  long  to  enter- 
tajn  fuch  a  thought;  therefore  he  conti- 
nued on  his  way  to  the  palace  where  he 
left  his  princefs. 

When  he  came  there,  the  keeper,  fen- 
fibie  of  the  efFec\  of  his  credulity,  by 
which  he  was  deceived  by  the  Indian, 
threw  himfelf  at  his  feet  with  tears  in 
his  eyes,  and  accufed  himfelf  of  the 
crime  which  he  thought  he  had  com- 
mitted, and  condemned  himfelf  to  die 
by  IMS  hand.  When  the  prince  faid  to 
him — '  Rife  upj  I  do  not  impute  the 
*  lofs  of  my  princefs  to  thee,  but  to  my 

<  own  fimplicity.      But,   not    to  lofe 
'  time,  fetch  me  a  dtrvife's  habit,  and 
«  take  care  you  do  not  mention  or  give 

<  the  Icaft  hint  that  it  is  for  rue." 

Not  far  from  this  palace  there-  ftcod 
a  convent  of  dervifes,  the  fcheik  or  fu- 
perior  of  which  was  the  palace-keeper's 
particular  friend.  According  to  the 
prince's  orders,  he  went  to  this  fcheik  j 
and  telling  him  a  ftory  that  a  confide- 
rable  officer  at  court,  and  a  man  of 
worth,  to  whom  he  had  been  very  much 
obliged,  and  was  willing  to  fl-rve, 
wanted  the  habit,  in  order  to  weather  the 
fultan's  rage,  he  eafily  got  a  compleat 
^erviie's  habit,  and  carried  it  to  the 
Prince  Firouz  Schah.  The  prince  im- 
mediately pulled  off  his  own  cloaths, 
and  put  it  on;  and  being  fo  difguifed 
and  provided  for  his  enterprize,  with  a 
box  of  jewels  which  he  brought  as  a 
prtfent  to  the  princefs,  he  left  the  pa- 
lace in  the  evening,  uncertain  which 
\vay  to  go,  but  reiolved  not  to  return 
till  he  had  found  out  his  princefs  again, 
and  could  bring  her  along  with  him. 

But,  to  return  to  the  Indian.  He 
governed  his  horfe  fp  well  that  day, 


that  he  arrived  pretty  enrly  in  a  wood, 
near  the  capital  of  the  kingdom  ofCafch  - 
mire,  where  he  was  hungry  himfelf, 
and  judged  that  the  princefs  might  be 
the  fame;  he  alighted  in  that  wood,  in 
an  open  part  of  it,  on  a  grafs-plat  by  a 
brook  fide,  ami  'here  left  the  princefs. 

During  the  Indian's  abfence,  the 
Princefs  of  Bengal,  who  knew  that  /he" 
was  in  the  power  of  a  bafe  ravifher,, 
whofe  violence  (he  dreaded,  thought  of 
getting  from  him,  and  ieeking  out  for 
fome  fanftuary;  but,  as  (lie  had  eaten 
fcarce  any  thing  in  the  morning,  (he  was 
fo  faint,  that  (he  could  not  execute  what 
(he  defigned,  but  was  forced  to  abandon 
her  project,  and  to  ftav  where  (he  was, 
void  of  any  other  affiitance  than  her 
own  courage,  and  a  firm  resolution  ra- 
ther to  fuffer  death  than  be  unfaithful 
to  the  Prince  of  Perfia.  When  the  In  - 
dian  returned,  (he  ate  with  him,  and  by 
that  means  recovered  herfelf,  and  could 
anfwer,  with  courage  enough,  what  he 
propofed  to  her  after  they  had  done. 
After  a  great  many  threats,  as  (he  faw 
that  the  Indian  intended  to  ufe  violence, 
(he  got  tip  to  make  a  better  refinance, 
and,  by  cries  and  fhrieks,  drew  a  com- 
pany of  horfemen  about  them,  which 
happened  to  be  the  Sultan  of  Cafch- 
mire  and  his  attendants,  who,  as  they 
were  returning  from  hunting,  happily 
parted  through  that  part  of  the  wood, 
and  ran  to  the  Princefs  of  Bengal's  af- 
fiftance,  at  the  noife  (he  made. 

The  fultan  addrefled  himfelf  to  the 
Indian,  and  aflced  him  who  he  was, 
and  what  he  had  to  do  with  the  lady. 
The  Indian  replied,  with  a  great  deal 
of  impudence,  that  (he  was  his  wife; 
and  what  had  any  one  to  do  to  concern 
themfelves  between  them? 

The  princefs,  who  neither  knew  the 
rank   nor  quality  of  the   perfon  who 
came  fo  feafonably  to  her  relief,  told; 
the  Indian  that  he  was  a  liar  ;  and  faid 
to  the  fultan — <  Sir,  whoever  you  are 
that  Heaven  has  fent  to  my  afllfta.nce, 
have  compaflion  on  a,  princefs,  and 
give  no  credit  to  that  impoltor.  Hea- 
ven forbid  that  I  (hould  be  the  wife 
of  fo  vile  and  defpicable  an  Indian, 
who  is  a  wicked  magician  that  hath 
taken  me  away  from  the  Prince  of 
Perfia,  to  whom  I  was  going  to  be 
married,  and  hath  brought  me  hither 
on  an  enchanted  horfe.' 
The  Princefs  of  Bengal  had  no  oc. 
cafioo 
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cation  to  fay  any  more  to  perfuade  the 
Sultan  of  Cifchmire  that  what  fhe  told 
him  was  truth.  Her  beauty,  majeftick 
air,  and  her  fears,  fpoke  enough  for 
her.  The  Sultan  of  Cafchmire,  juftly 
enraged  at  the  infolence  and  villainy  of 
the  Indian,  ordered  his  guards  to  fur- 
round  him,  and  cut  ofFhis  head;  which 
jfentence  was  immediately  executed. 

The  princefs,  though  thus  delivered 
from  the  pcrfecution  of  the  Indian,  yet 
fell  into  another  no  lefs  afflifting  to 
her. ,  The  fuhan,  after  he  had  ordered 
herahorfe,  carried  her  along  with  him 
to  his  palace,  where  he  lodged  her  in 
the  moft  magnificent  apartment  next  to 
his  own,  and  gave  her  a  great  number 
of  women  flaves  to  attend  her,  and  a 
guard  of  eunuchs.  He  led  her  himielf 
into  the  apartment  he  afligned  her; 
where,  without  giving  her  time  to  thank. 
him  for  the  great  obligation  (he  had  to 
him,  he  faid  to  her — c  As  I  am  afTured, 
c  princefs,  that  you  muft  want  reft,  I 

*  will  here  take  my   leave  of  you   till 
'  to-morrow,  when  you  will  be  better 

*  able  to  give  me  all  the  circumftances 

*  of  this  ftrange  adventure;'  and  then 
left  her. 

The  Princefs  of  Bengal's  joy  was  in- 
cxpreflible,  to  find  that  fhe  was  fo  foon 
freed  from  the  violence  of  a  man  whom 
file  could  not  look  upon  without  hor- 
ror. She  flattered  herfelf  that  the  Sul- 
tan of  Cafchmire  would  be  fo  generous 
as  to  fend  her  back  to  the  Prince  of  Per- 
iia,  when  fhe  had  told  him  her  ftory,  and 
ajked  that  favour  of  him;  but  was  very 
much  deceived  in  thefe  hopes,  for  the 
Sultan  of  Cafchmire  refolved  to  marry 
her  the  next  day  ;  and,  for  that  end, 
had  ordered  rejoicings  to  be  made  by 
day-break,  by  beating  of  drums  and 
founding  of  trumpets,  and  other  tefti- 
monials  of  joy;  which  not  only  echoed 
through  the  palace,  but  throughout  the 
city. 

The  Princefs  of  Bengal  was  awak- 
ened by  thofe  tumultuous  concerts, 
but  could  not  tell  what  caufe  to  attri- 
bute them  to ;  when  the  Sultan  of  Cafch- 
mire, who  had  given  the  flaves  orders 
to  tell  him  when  the  princefs  was  rea- 
dy to  receive  a  vifit,  came  to  pay  her 
one  ;  and,  after  he  had  informed  him- 
felf  of  her  health,  he  acquainted  her 
that  all  thofe  rejoicings  were  to  render 
their  nuptials  more  folemn  ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  defired  her  to  approve  of 
;  which  difcourfe  put  her  into  fo 


great  a  confternation,  that  (he  fwooned 
away. 

The  women  (lives,  who  were  pre- 
fent,  ran  to  her  afliftance;  and  the  ful- 
tan  did  all  he  could  to  bring  her  to  her- 
felf again,  though  it  was  a  long  time 
before  they  could  :  but  when  fhe  reco- 
vered, rather  than  be  fsife  and  break 
the  promife  fhe  had  made  to  Prince  Fi- 
rouz  Schah,  by  consenting  to  many  the 
Sultan  of  Cafchmire,  who  had  pro- 
claimed their  nuptials  before  he  had 
afked  her  confent,  (he  refolved  to  feign 
madnefs.  To  that  end,  flie  began  to 
fay  the  moft  extravagant  things  before 
the  fultan,  and  even  rofe  off  her  feat  to 
fly  upon  him;  infomuch  that  the  fultan 
was  very  much  fiirprized  and  afflicted 
that  he  had  made  fuch  a  propofal  fo  un- 
feafonably. 

When  he  found  that  her  phrenzy  ra- 
ther increafed  than  abated,  he  left  her 
with  her  women,  charging  them  never 
to  leave  her  alone,  but  to  take  great 
care  of  her.  He  lent  often  that  day  to 
know  how  fhe  did,  but  received  no 
other  anfwer  than  that  (he  was  rather 
worfe  than  better.  In  fhort,  at  night 
fhe  feemed  much  worfe  than  fhe  had 
been  all  day;  infomuch  that theSultan  of 
Cafchmire  was  baulked  in  the  happi- 
nefs  he  fo  much  promifed  himfelf. 

This  phrenzy  not  only  held  the 
Princefs  of  Bengal  the  next  day,  but  a 
great  many  more;  fo  that  the  fultan 
lent  for  all  the  phyficians  belonging  to 
his  court,  to  talk  with  them  about  her 
difeafe,  and  to  alk  them  if  they  could 
cure  he 

The  phyficians  all  agreed  that  there 
w>re  feveral  degrees  of  this  diitemper, 
fome  curable,  and  others  not;  and  told 
the  fultan,  that  they  couW  not  judge  of 
the  Princefs  of  Bengal's,  tinlefs  they 
faw  her;  upon  which  thefultan  ordered 
the  eunuchs  to  introduce  them  into  the 
princefs's  chamber. 

The  princefs,  who  forefaw  what 
would  happen,  and  feared  that  if  fhe  let 
the  phyficians  co>re  near  her  to  feel 
her  pulfe,  they  would  foon  know  that 
flie  was  in  a  good  ftate  of  health,  and 
that  her  madnefs  was  only  feigned, 
flew  into  fuch  a  rage  and  pafllon,  that 
fhe  was  ready  to  tear  out  their  eyes  who 
came  near  herj  fo  none  of  them  durft 
go  nigh  her. 

Some  of  them,  who  pretended  to  be 

more  fkilful  than  the  reft,   and  boafted 

of  judging  of  difcafes  only  by  fight, 

ordered 
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ordered  her  fome  potions,  which  they 
could  by  no  means  get  her  to  take,  fhe 
well  knowing  that  ihe  could  be  lick  or 
well  at  pleafure. 

When  the  Sultan  of  Cafchmire  faw 
that  his  phyficians  could  not  cure  her, 
he  called  in  the  moil  noted  and  experi- 
enced of  the  city,  who  had  ail  no  bet- 
ter fuccefs.  Afterwards  he  fent  for  the 
mod  famous  in  the  kingdom,  who  met 
with  no  better  reception  from  theprin- 
cefs,  and  what  they  ordered  had  no 
better  effect  than  what  was  prefcribed 
by  the  firft.  Afterwards  he  difpatched 
expreffes  to  the  courts  of  neighbouring 
princes,  with  the  cafe  of  the  princefs's 
<Uftemper,  to  be  diltributed  among  the 
rnoft  famous  phyficians,  with  a  promife 
to  reward  him  or  them  well  who  fhould 
cure  the  Princefs  of  Bengal. 

A  great  many  phyficians  went  from 
all  parts  to  the  cspital  of  Cafchmire, 
and  undertook  the  cure;  but  none  of 
them  could  boaftof  better  fuccefs  than 
iheir  fellows,  fince  it  was  a  thing  that 
6id  not  depend  on  their  fkill,  but  on  the 
will  of  the  princefs. 

During  this  interval,  the  Prince  Fi- 
rouz  Schah,  difguifed  in  the  habit  of  a 
dervile,  had  travelled  through  a  great 
many  large  towns  and  provinces,  full 
of  grief;  and  having  endured  a  great 
deal  of  fatigue,  not  knowing  which  way 
to  direct  his  courfc  next,  to  hear  the 
news  he  fought,  and  made  diligent  en- 
quiry after  her  at  every  place  he  came 
to ;  at  laft  pairing  through  a  great 
town  in  India,  he  heard  the  people  talk 
very  much  of  a  princefs  of  Bengal  who 
ran  mad  on  the  day  of  the  celebration 
of  her  nuptials  with  the  Sultan  of 
Cafchmire.  At  the  name  of  the  Prin- 
cefs of  Bengal,  and  (uppofingthat  there 
was  no  other  Princefs  of  Bengal  than 
Ihe  upon  whofe  account  he  undertook 
his  travels,  he  fet  forward  for  the  king- 
dom of  Cafchmire,  on  this  common  re- 
port j  and  on  his  arrival  at  the  capital 
city,  he  went  and  lodged  at  a  khan, 
where  the  fame  day  he  was  told  the 
ftory  of  the  Princefs  of  Bengal,  and 
the  unhappy  fate  of  the  Indian,  which 
he  richly  deferved.  By  all  thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  the  prince  knew  he  could 
not  be  deceived,  but  that  Ihe  was  the 
fame  princefs  he  had  fought  fo  long 
after. 

The  Prince  of  Perfia,  being  inform- 
ed of  all  thefe  particulars,  provided 
himfelf  againft  the  next  day  with  a  phy. 


fician's  habitj  and  having  let  his  beard 
grow  during  his  travels,  paffed  for  a 
phyfician;  and,  through  the  greatnef* 
of  his  impatience  to  fee  his  princefs, 
went  to  the  fultan's  palace;  *vbere,  pre» 
fenting  himfelf  to  the  chief  of  the  hu« 
iffirs,  he  told  him,  that  perhaps  it  might 
be  looked  upon  as  a  very  bold  under- 
taking in  him  to  offer  himfelf  as  a  phy. 
Ccian  to  attempt  the  cure  of  the  prin- 
cefs  after  fo  many  had  failed  in  it;  but 
that  he  hoped  fome  fpecificks,  which  he 
had  had  great  experience  of,  and  fue-. 
cefs  from,  would  effeft  the  cure.  The 
chief  of  the  huiffirs  told  him  he  was 
very  welcome;  that  the  fultan  would  re- 
ceive  him  with  a  great  deal  of  pleafure} 
and  that  if  he  fhould  have  the  good  for- 
tuneto  reftore  the  princefs  to  her  former 
health,  he  might  expect  a  confiderable 
reward  from  the  fultan  his  mailer's  3i, 
berality:  <  But,'  added  he,  *  (lay  a  mo- 

*  rnent;  I  will  come  to  you  again  pre* 

•  fently.' 

It  had  been  a  long  time  fince  any 
ph'yfician  had  offered  himfelfj  and  the 
Sultan  of  Cafchmire,  with  great  grief, 
had  begun  to  lofe  all  hopes  of  ever  fee- 
ing the  Princefs  of  Bengal  reftored  to 
her  former  health,  that  he  might  marry 
her,  as  he  fo  much  wifhed  to  do  ^here- 
fore  he  the  fooner  ordered  the  huiilir 
who  brought  him  the  news  to  bring 
the  phyfician  to  hifln. 

The  Prince  of  Perfia  was1  prefented 
to  the  Sultan  of  Cafchmire  in  the  habit 
and  difguife  of  a  phyiician;  and  the  ful- 
tan, without  wafting  time  in  alongdif- 
courfe,  after  having  told  him  the  Prin- 
cefs of  Bengal  could  not  bear  the  fight 
of  a  phyfician  without  falling  into  the 
mod  violent  tranfports,  which  en- 
creafed  her  diftemper,  carried  him  into 
a  clofet,  from  whence,  through  a  win. 
dow,  he  might  fee  her  without  being 
feen.  i 

There  Prince  Firouz  Schah  faw  his 
lovely  princefs  fit  carelefsly  finging  a 
fong  with  tears  in  her  eyes,  in  which 
fhe  deplored  her  unhappy  fate,  which 
deprived  her,  as  (lie  thought  for  ever, 
of  the  object  fhe  loved  fo  tenderly. 

The  prince  was  fo  fenfibly  affected  at 
the  melancholy  condition  he  found  his 
dear  princefs  inf  that  he  wanted  no 
other  figns  to  comprehend  that  her  dif- 
temper was  feigned,  and  that  it  was 
for  the  love  of  him  that  fhe  was  under 
fo  grievous  a  conftraint.  When  he 
came  out  of  tb,e  clcfet,  he  told  the  ful- 
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tan  that  he  had  difcovered  the  nature  of 
the  princefs's  diftemper,  and  that  (he 
was  not  incurable;  but  added  withal, 
that  he  muft  fpeak  with  her  in  private, 
and  by  himfelf;  and,  notwithstanding 
her  violent  fits  at  the  fight  of  phyfi- 
cians,  he  hoped  fhe  would  hear  and  re- 
ceive him  favourably. 

The  fultan  ordered  the  princefs's 
chamber  door  to  be  opened,  and  Prince 
Firouz  Schah  went  in.  As  foon  as  the 
princefs  faw  him,  (for  (he  took  him  by 
his  habit  to  be  a  phyfician)  (he  rofe  up 
in  a  rage,  threatening  him,  and  giving 
"him  the  moft  injurious  language:  not- 
withftanding which,  he  made  directly 
towards  her,  and  when  he  was  nigh 
enough  for  her  to  hear  him,  he  faid  to 
her  in  a  low  voice,  and  in  a  moft  re- 
fpectful  manner — 'Princefs,  lam  not  a 
'  phyfician,  but  the  Prince  of  Perfia, 
'  who  am  come  to  procure  you  your 
•  liberty.' 

The  princefs,  who  prefently  knew 
the  found  of  the  voice,  and  the  upper 
features  of  his  face,  for  all  he  had  let 
his  beard  grow  fo  long,  grew  calm  at 
once,  and  a  fecret  joy  and  pleafure  was 
fpread  over  her  face:  her  furprize  was 
fo  agreeable,  that  it  deprived  her  for 
fome  time  of  the  ufe  of  her  fpeech,  and 
gave  Prince  Firouz  Schah  time  to  tell 
her,  how  great  and  irrefiftible  his  de- 
fpairwas,  when  he  faw  the  Indian  carry 
her  away;  the  refolution  he  took  after- 
wards, to  leave  every  thing  to  find  her 
out  wherever  (he  was,  and  never  to  return 
home  till  he  had  found  her,  and  forced 
her  out  of  the  hands  of  the  perfidious 
nvretch;  and  by  what  good  fortune,  at 
laft,  after  long  fatiguing  journies,  he 
had  the  fatisfaction  to  find  her  in  the 
palace  of  the  Sultan  of  Cafchmire. 
Afterwards  he  defired  the  princefs  to 
inform  him  of  all  that  had  happened 
unto  her,  from  the  time  (he  was  taken 
away,  till  that  happy  moment,  telling 
bet  that  it  was  of  the  greateft  import- 
ance, that  he  might  take  the  moft  pro- 
per meafures  to  deliver  her  from  the 
tyranny  of  the  Sultan  of  Cafchmire. 

The  Princefs  of  Bengal  told  the 
prince  how  fhe  was  delivered  from  the 
Indian's  violence  by  theSultan  of  Cafch  - 
mire,  as  he  was  returning  home  from 
hunting;  how  ill  (he  was  treated  the 
next  day,  by  the  declaration  he  had 
made  of  his  love,  and  his  precipitate 
iefign  to  marry  her  the  next  day,  with- 


out fo  much  as  everafking  her  conient; 
that  this  violent  and  tyrannical  conduct 
put  her  into  a  fwoon ;  after  which  fhe 
thought  (he  had  no  other  way  than 
what  (he  had  taken,  to  preferve  herfelf 
for  a  prince,  to  whom  (he  had  given 
her  heart  and  faith  ;  or  die  rather  than 
marry  the  fultan,  whom  (he  neither  lov- 
ed, nor  could  ever  love. 

Then  the  Prince  of  Perfia  aflced  her, 
if  (he  knew  what  was  become  of  the 
horfe,  after  the  Indian's  death  :  to 
which  (he  anfwered,  that  fhe  knew  not 
what  orders  the  fultan  had  given  about 
it;  but  believed,  after  the  account  fhe 
had  given  him  of  it,  he  would  take  care 
of  it. 

As  Prince  Firouz  Schah  neverdoubt- 
ed  but  that  the  fultan  had  the  horfe,  he 
communicated  his  defign  to  the  prin- 
cefs, of  making  u.fe  of  it  to  carry  them 
both  back  into  Perfia;  and  after  they  had 
confulted  together  on  the  meafures  they 
were  to  take,  and  that  nothing  might 
prevent  the  execution  of  them,  they  a- 
greed  that  the  princefs  mould  drefs  her- 
felf the  next  day,  and  receive  the  ful- 
tan civilly,  when  he  brought  him,  but 
not  to  (peak.  , 

The  Sultan  of  Cafchmire  was  over- 
joyed, when  the  Prince  of  Perfia  gave 
him  an  account  what  effect  his  firft  viik 
had  towards  the  cure  of  the  Princefs  of 
Bengal.  And  the  next  day,  when  the 
princefs  received  him  after  luch  a  man- 
ner as  perfuaded  him  her  cure  was  far 
advanced,  he  looked  upon  him  as  the 
greateft  phyfician  in  the  world,  and  ex- 
horted her  to  follow  his  directions,  to 
compleat  what  he  had  fo  well  begun  j 
and  then  retired. 

The  Prince  of  Perfia,  who  attended 
the  Sultan  of  Cafch  mire  out  of  the  prin- 
cefs's chamber,  as  he  accompanied  him, 
faid  to  him,  with  all  imaginable  re- 
fpea— '  Pi  ay,  Sir,  if  I  may  be  fo  bold 

*  as   to  alk    you    this   queftion,    ho\v 

*  came  the  Princefs  of  Bengal  into  the 
'  dominions  of  Cafchmire  thus  alone, 

*  fjnce  her  own  country  lies  fo  far  off?' 
This  he  faid  on   purpofe  to   introduce 
fomedifcourfeabouttneenchantedhorfe, 
and  to  know  what  was  becomeof  it. 

The  Sultan  of  Cafchmire,  who  could 
not  penetrate  into  what  motive  the 
Prince  of  Perfia  had  to  afkthat  queftion, 
made  the  matter  no  fecret,  but  told  him 
much  the  fame  ttory  as  the  Princefs  of 
Bengal  had  d*r:ej  adding,  that 
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ordered  the  enchanted  hcrfe  to  be  kept 
fafe  in  his  treafury,  though  he  knew 
not  the  ufe  of  it. 

*  Sir,'  replied  the  pretended  phyfi- 
cian,  '  the  information  which  your  ma- 
jefty  gives  me,  affords  me  a  means 
of  curing  the  princefs'.  As  fhe  was 
brought  hithet  on  a  hnrfe,  and  as  that 
horfe  was  enchanted,  fhe  hath  con- 
tracted fomtthing  of  the  enchant- 
ment, which  I  am  fure  1  can  remove. 
If  your  majefty  would  be  pleafed  to 
entertain  your  court  and  people  of 
your  capital  with  the  moil  furprizing 
fight  that  ever  was  leen,  let  the  horfe  be 
brought  into  the  great  fquare  before 
the  palace,  and  leave  the  red  tome-.  I 
promife  to  (hew  you,  and  that  afTem- 
bly,  in  a  few  moments  time,  that  the 
Princefs  of  Bengal  lhall  be  as  well  as 
ever  fhe  was  in  her  life:  but  the  better 
to  effect  what  I  propofe,  it  would  be 
proper,  that  the  princefs  mould  be  as 
magnificently  dreffed  as  poffible,  and 
adorned  with  the  beft  jewels  your 
majefty  has.'  Which,  and  much  more 
difficult  things,  the  fultan  would  have 
undertaken,  to  have  arrived  at  the 
height  of  his  defires,  as  he  expelled  to 
do  foon. 

The  next  day  the  enchanted  horfe 
was,  by  his  order,  taken  out  of  the 
treafury,  and  placed  early  in  the  great 
fquare  before  the  palace;  upon  which 
a  report  was  fpread  through  the  town, 
that  there  was  fomething  extraordinary 
to  be  feen,  and  crowds  of  people  of  all 
forts  flocked  thither  from  all  parts,  in- 
fomuch  that  the  fultan's  guards  were 
placed  to  prevent  all  diforders,  and  to 
make  room  enongh  round  the  horfe. 

The  Sultan  of  Cafctimire.  furround- 
ed  with  all  his  nobles  and  mimlters  of 
ftate,  was  placed  on  a  fcaffold  erected 
on  purpofe.  The  Princefs  of  Bengal, 
attended  by  a  vaft  number  of  ladies 
which  the  fultan  had  afligned  her,  went 
directly  up  to  the  horfe,  and  the  women 
helped  her  to  get  upon  it's  back  :  when 
fhe  was  fixed  in  the  faddle,  and  had  the 
bridle  in  her  hand,  the  pretended  phyfi- 
cian  placed  a  great  many  veffels  full  of 
fire,  which  he  had  ordered  to  be  brought, 
round  the  horfe;  andgoing  round  about 
it  feveral  times,  he  caft  a  ftrong  and 
grateful  perfume  into  thofe  pots;  then 


cafting  down  his  eyes,  and  running, 
with  his  hand  upon  his  breaft,  three 
times  about  the  horfe,  he  made  as  if  he 
pronounced  fome  certain  words  tohim- 
felf.  In  the  mean  time  the  pots  fent 
forth  a  dark  cloud  of  pleafant  fmell, 
and  fo  furrounded  the  princefs,  that 
neither  fhe  nor  the  horfe  were  to  be 
difcerned.  At  this  juncture,  the  prince 
jumped  nimbly  up  behind  her,  anct 
reaching  his  hand  to  the  peg,  turned  it} 
and  while  the  horfe  mounted  into  the 
air,  he  pronounced  thefe  words,  which 
the  fultan  heard  diftinctly — '  Sultan  of 

*  Cafchmire,  when  thou  wouldft  marry 

*  princefies,  who  implore  thy  protec- 
'  tion,  learn  firft  to  get  their  confent.* 

Thus  the  Prince  of  Perfia  recovered 
and  delivered  the  Princefs  of  Bengal, 
and  carried  her  that  fame  day  to  the  ca- 
pital of  Perfia,  where  he  alighted  in  the 
midft  of  the  palace,  before  the  king  his 
father's  apartment,  who  deferred  the 
folemnization  of  the  marriage  no  longer 
than  juft  to  have  time  to  make, all  the 
preparations  neceffary  to  render  the-ce* 
remony  pompous  and  magnificent. 

After  the  days  appointed  for  the  re- 
joicings were  over,  the  King  of  Perfia's 
firft  care  was  to  name  and  appoint  an 
ambaflador  to  gb  to  give  the  King  of/ 
Bengal  an  account  of  what  was  paft, 
and  to  demand  his  approbation  and  ra- 
tification of  the  alliance  contracted  by 
this  marriage;  which  the  King  of  Ben- 
gal took  as  an  honour,  and  granted  with 
a  great  deal  of  pleafure  and  fatisfaction. 

THE  STORY  OF  PRINCE  AHMED,  AND 
THE  FAIRY  PARI  BANON  *. 

THERE  was  a  fultan,  who  had 
peaceably  filled  the  Indian  throne 
feveral  years;  and  had  the  fatisfaction 
in  his  old  age  to  have  three  fons,  the 
imitators  of  his  virtues;  and  a  niece, 
who  was  the  ornament  of  his  court. 
The  eldeft  of  the  princes  was  called 
Houflain,  the  fecond  AH,  the  youngeft 
Ahmed,  and  the  princeft  his  niece, 
Nouronnihar  -\-. 

The  Princefs  Nouronnihar  was  the 
daughter  of  the  younger  brother  of  the 
fultan,  to  whom  the  fultan  in  his  life- 
time allowed  a  confiderable  revenue:, 
but  that  prince  had  not  been  married; 


Two  Perfian  words  which  fignify  the  fame,  },  e.  Female  Fairy,  or  Genius* 
Aa  Arabian  word  that  fi^uJtics  Day-li^hu 


long 
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long  before  he  died,  and  left  the  prin- 
ccfs  very  young.  The  fultan,  in  con- 
fideration  that  there  was  always  a  bro- 
therly love  and  friendship  between  them, 
and  that  the  prince  his  brother  was 
attached  to  his  perfon,  took  upon  himfelf 
the  care  of  his  daughter's  education, 
and  brought  her  up  in  his  palace  with 
the  three  piinces;  where  hrr  wit  and 
beauty,  which  were  (ingular,  ard  her 
virtue,  diftinguifhed  her  from  all  the 
princefies  of  fier  time. 

The  fultan  her  uncle  propofed    to 
marry  her,  when  flic  arrived  at  a  pro- 
per age,    and   to   contraft  an  alliance 
•with  Tome  neighbouring  prince  by  that 
means.     But  when   he  perceived  that 
the  three  princes  his  fons  loved  her  paf- 
fionately,  he  thought  more  fei  ioufly  on 
that  affair.     He  was  very  much  con- 
cerned ;  but  his  grief  did  not   proceed 
from  their  paffions  preventing  his  form- 
ing an  alliance  he  defigned,    but  the 
difficulty  he  forefaw  was  to  make  them 
agree,  and  that  the  twoyoungeft  fhould 
cohfent  to  yield  her  up  to  their  elder 
brother.     He  fpoke  to  each  of  thtm  a- 
part;  and  after  having demonftrated the 
impoffibility    of  one   princefs's   being 
the  wife  of  three,  and  the  trouble  they 
might  create  if  they  perfifted  in  their 
pafiion,  he  did  all  he  could  to  perfuade 
them  to  come  to  Hand  to  a  declaration  of 
the  princefs's  in  favour  of  one  of  them} 
or  to  defift  from   their  intentions,  and 
to  think   of  other  matches  among  the 
neighbouring   princefles.     But    as    he 
found  them  positively  obftinate,  he  fent 
for  them  all  together,  and  faid  to  them 
— •<  Children,     fince   for   your  good 
and   quiet  I  have   not  been   able  to 
perfuade  you  no  longer  to  afpire  to 
the  princels  your  coulin;  and  as  I  have 
no  inclination  to  make  ufe  of  my  au- 
thority to  give  her  to  one  preferaV»le 
before  the  other  twoj  I  fancy  I  have 
thought  of  a  proper  expedient  which 
will  pleafe  you  all,  and  preferve  the 
union  among  you,  if  you  will  but 
hear  me,  and  do  as  I  would  have  you. 
I  think  it  would  not  be  amifs,  if  every 
one  travelled  feparately  into  different 
countries,  fo  that  you  might  not  meet 
each  other:  and  as  you   know  I  am 
very  curious,   and  delight   in  every 
thing  that  is  fingular,  I  promile  my 
niece  in    marriage  to   him  that  fhall 
bring  me  the  moft  extraordinary  rari- 
ty 5   and  for  the  purchafe  of  the  rarity 
you  (hall  go  in  fearch  after,  and  the 
cxpence  of  travelling,    I    will  give 


every  one  a  fum  of  money  agreeable 
to  his  birth  ;  not,  however,  to  be  laid 
out    in    equipage     and    attendants, 
which,  by  difcovering  who  you  are$ 
would  not  only  deprive  you    of  the 
liberty  to  acquit  yourfelves  of  the  en- 
quiry you  go  about,  but  prevent  your 
obferving  thofe  things  which    merit 
the  moft  your  attention,  and  may  be 
the  mo  it  ufeful  to  you.4 
As  the  three   princes  were   always 
fubmiffive  and  obedient  to  the  fultan's 
will,  and  each  flattered    h-mfelf  For- 
tune might  prove   favourable  to  him, 
and  give  him  the  pofleffion  of  the  Prin- 
cefs  Nouronnihar,  they  all  confented  to 
it.     The  fultan  paid  them  the  money 
he  promifed  them;  and  that  very  day 
they  gave  orders  for  the   preparations 
for  their  travels,  and  took  their  leaves 
of  the  fultan,  that  they  might  be  the 
more  ready  to  go   the   next  morning. 
Accordingly  they  all  fet  out  at  the  fame 
gate  of  the  city,    each   dreflVd   like  a 
merchant,    attended    by    an   officer    of 
confidence  dreffed  like  a  (lave,  and  all 
well  mounted  and  equipped.      They 
went  the  firft    day's   journey  together, 
and  lay  all  at  an  inn,  where  theroad  was 
divided  into  three  different  tracks.  At 
night,  when  they  were  at  fupper  toge- 
ther, they  all  agreed  to  travel  for   a 
year,  and  to  make  that  inn  their  ren- 
dezvous; and  that  the  firft  that  came 
fhould  wait  for  the  reft  ;  that  as  they 
had  all  three  taken  their  leaves  toge- 
ther of  the  fultan,  they  might  all  re- 
turn together.     The  next  morning,  by 
break  of  day,  after  they  had  embraced, 
and  wifhed  each  other  reciprocally  good 
fuccefs,  they  mounted  their  horfes,  and 
took  each  a  different  road. 

Prince  HomTain,  the  eldeft  brother, 
who  had  heard  wonders  of  the  grandeur, 
ftrength,  riches,  and  fplendor  of  the 
kingdom  of  Bifnagar,  bent  his  courfe 
towards  the  Indian  coaft;  and,  after 
three  months  travelling,  joining  himfelf 
to  different  caravans  fometimes  over 
departs  and  barren  mountains,  and 
fometirr.es  through  rich  fertile  coun- 
tries, arrived  at  Bifnagar,  the  capital 
of  the  kingdom  of  that  name,  and  the 
refidence  of  it's  king.  He  went  and 
lodged  at  a  khan  appointed  for  foreign 
merchants;  and  having  learnt  that  there 
were  four  principal  divifions,  where 
merchants  of  all  forts  fold  their  com- 
modities and  kept  (hops,  and  in  the 
midft  of  which  ftood  the  caftle,  or 
rather  the  king's  palace,  on  a  large  ex - 
4  G  tent 
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tent  of  ground,  as  the  center  of  the 
city,  and  furrounded  with  three  works, 
and  two  leagues  dittant  from  one  gate 
to  another,  he  went  to  one  of  thefe  di- 
vifions  the  next  day. 

Prince  Houflain  could  not  view  this 
tlivifion  without  admiration.  It  was 
large,  and  divided  into  feveral  ftreets, 
all  vaulted  a«d  (haded  from  the  fun, 
and  yet  very  light  too.  The  (hops  were 
all  of  a  fize  and  juftfymmetryj  and  all 
that  dealt  in  the  fame  fort  of  goods  lived 
inoneftreetj  as  alfo  the  handicrafts- 
men, who  kept  their  (hops  in  the  fmaller 
ftreets. 

The  multitude  of  (hops,  flocked  with 
all  forts  of  merchandizes,  as  the  fineft 
linens  from  feveral  parts  of  India,  fome 
painted  in  the  moft  lively  colours,  and 
reprefenting  beads,  trees,  and  flowers  j 
filks  and  brocades  from  Perfia,  China, 
and  other  places  j  porcelain,  both  from 
Japan  and  China,  and  tapeftries ;  fur- 
prized  him  fomuch,  that  he  knew  not 
how  to  believe  his  own  eyes  :  but  when 
he  came  to  the  goldfmiths  and  jewel- 
lers, (for  thofe  two  trades  were  exer- 
cifed  by  the  fame  merchants)  he  was 
in  a  kind  of  extafy,  to  behold  fuch  pro- 
digious quantities  of  wrought  gold  and 
filver;  and  was  dazzled  by  the  luftre  of 
the  pearls,  diamondss  rubies,  emeralds, 
and  other  jewels,  expofed  to  (ale.  But, 
if  he  was  (b  much  amazed  at  the  rich- 
nefs  of  one  place,  he  was  much  more 
lurprized  when  he  came  to  judge  of  the 
wealth  of  the  whole  kingdom,  by  con- 
fidering  that,  except  the  bramins  and 
minifters  of  the  idols,  who  profefs  a  re- 
tired  life,  there  was  not  an  Indian, 
through  the  extent  of  that  kingdom, 
man  or  woman,  but  who  wore  neck- 
laces, bracelets,  and  ornaments,  about 
their  legs  and  feet,  of  pearls  and  other 
jewels,  which  appeared  with  the  greater 
luftre  as  they  were  blacks. 

Another  thing  which  Prince  Houflain 
particularly  admired,  was  the  great 
number  of  rofe-fellers,  who  crouded  the 
ftreets:  for  the  Indians  are  fo  great 
lovers  of  that  flower,  that  not  one  will 
ftirwithout  anofegayin  his  hand,  or  a 
garland  on  his  head  j  and  the  merchants 
keep  them  in  pots  in  their  (hops;  fo  that 
the  air  is  perfectly  perfumed. 

After  Prince  HoufTain  had  pafled 
through  that  divifion,  ftreet  by  Itreet, 
his  /thoughts  fully  employed  on  the 
riches  he  had  feen,  he  was  very  much 
tired}  which  a  merchant,  perceiving, 


he  civilly  invited  him  to  fit  down  in  his 
(hop,  and  he  accepted  of  it ;  but  had 
not  been  fat  down  long,  before  he  faw 
a  crier  pafs  by  with  a  piece  of  tapeftry 
on  his  arm,  about  fix  feet  fquare,  and 
cried  it  at  thirty  purfes.  The  prince 
called  to  the  crier,  and  afked  him  to  fee 
the  tapeftry,  which  feemed  to  him  to 
be  valued  at  an  exorbitant  price,  not 
only  for  the  fize  of  it,  but  the  meannefs 
of  the  ftuff.  When  he  had  examined  it 
well,  he  told  the  crier  that  he  could  not 
comprehend  how  fo  fmall  a  piece  of  ta- 
peftry, and  of  fo  indifferent  appearance, 
could  be  fet  atfo  high  a  price. 

The  crier,  who  took  him  for  a  mer- 
chant, replied — f  If  this  price  feems  fo 
extravagant  to  you,  your  amazement 
will  be  greater,  when  I  tell  you  that 
I  have  orders  toraife  it  to  forty  purfes, 
and  not  to  part  with   it  under.'— 
Certainly,'    anfwered  Prince  Houf- 
ain,  '  it  muft  have  fomething  very  ex- 
traordinary in  it  which  I  know  no- 
thing of!'— <  You  have  guefied  it, 
Sir,'  replied  the  crier ;  '  and  will  own 
it,  when   you  come   to  know,  that 
whoever  fits  on  this  piece  of  tapeftry 
may   be   tranfported    in    an    inftant 
wherever  he  defires  to  be,   without 
being  flopped  by  any  obftacle.* 
At  this  difcourfe  of  the  crier,   the 
Prince  of  the  Indies,  confidering  that 
the  principal  motive  of  his  travel  was 
to  carry  thefultan  his  father  home  fome 
fingular  rarity,  thought  that  he  could 
not  meet  with  any  which  could  give 
him  morefatisfa£lion.  *  If  the  tapeftry,* 
faid  he  to  the  crier,  «  has  the  virtue 
you  affign  it,  I  (hall  not  think  forty 
purfes  too  much  j  but  (hall  make  you 
a  prefentbefides.'—'  Sir,'  replied  the 
crier,  «  I  have  told  you  the  truth  j  and 
it  is  an  eafy  matter  to  convince  you 
of  it,  as  foon  as  you  have  made  the 
bargain  for  forty  purfes,  on  condi- 
tion that  I  (hew  you  the  experiment. 
But,  as  I  fuppofe  you  have  not  fo 
much  about  you,  and  to  receive  them, 
I  muft  go  with  you    to  your  khan 
where  you  lodge ;  with  the  leave  of 
the  mafter  of  the  (hop,  we  will  go 
into  the  back- (hop,  and  I  will  fpread 
the  tapeftryj  and,  when  we  are  both 
fat  down,  and  you  have  formed  the 
wifli  to  be  tranfported  into  your  apart- 
ment of  the  khan,  if  we  are  not  tran- 
fported  thither,  it  lhall   be  no  bar- 
gain, and  you  (hall  be  at  your  liberty. 
As  to  your  prefent,  though  I  am  paid 
'  for 
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'  for  my  trouble  by  the  owner,  I  (hall 
'  receive  it  as  a  favour,  and  be  very 
'  much  obliged  to  you,  and  thankful.' 
On  the  credit  of  the  crier,  the  prince 
accepted  the  conditions,  and  concluded 
the  bargain  ;  and,  having  got  the  ma- 
fter's  leave,  they  went  into  his  back- 
fhop.  They  both  fat  down  on  the  piece 
of  tapeftry;  and  as  foon  as  the  prince 
had  formed  his  wifli  to  be  tranfported 
into  his  apartment  at  the  khan,  he  pre- 
fently  found  himfelf  and  the  crier  there 
in  the  lame  fituation  ;  and,  as  he  wanted 
not  a  more  fufficient  proof  of  the  virtue 
of  the  tapeftry,  he  counted  the  crier  out 
fortv  purfes  of  gold,  and  gave  him 
twenty  pi.ces  for  himlelf. 

In  this  manner  Prince  Houflain  be- 
rnme  the  ^ofT  (for'cf  the  tapeftry;  and 
rhat,  on'  his  arrival  at 
Bifnaa,-\v,  he  had  found  fo  rare  a  piece, 
whtclvhe  never  difputed  would  gain 
him  the  pofieflion  of  Nouronnihar.  In 
fhort,  he  looked  upon  it  as  an  impof- 
fihle  thing'for  the  princes  his  younger 
brothers  to  meet  wn'i  any  thing  to  be 
compared  with  it.  It  was  in  ins  power, 
by  fitting  on  his  tapeftry,  to  be  at  the 
place  of  rendezvous  <hat  very  day :  but 
as  lie  was  obliged  to  ftay  there  for  his 
brothers,  as  they  had  agreed,  and  was 
curious  to  (ee  the  King  of  Bifnagar 
and  his  court,  and  to  inform  himfelf  of 
the  ftrength,  laws,  cuftoms,  aad  reli- 
gion, of  the  kingdom,  he  chofe  to  make 
a  longer  abode  there,  and  to  fpend  fome 
months  in  fatisfying  his  curiofity. 

It  was  a  cuftom  of  the  King  of  Bif- 
nagar  to  give  all  tfrange  merchants  ac- 
cefs  to  his  perfon  cnce  a  week  ;  and  by 
that  title,  Prince  HouiTain,  who  would 
not  be  known,  faw  him  often  :  and  as 
this  prince  was  handfome,  witty,  and 
extremely  polite,  heeafily  diftinguifhed 
himfelf  among  the  merchants,  and  was 
preferred  before  them  all  by  the  fultan, 
\vho  addreffed  himfelf  to  him  to  be  in- 
formed of  the  Sultan  of  the  Indies  per- 
fon, and  of  the  government,  ftrength, 
and  riches  of  his  dominions. 

The  reft  of  his  time  the  prince  fpent 
in  feeing  what  was  moft  remarkable  in 
and  about  the  city;  and  among  thqfe 
things  which  were  moft  worthy  of  ad-% 
rniration,  he  vifited  a  temple  of  idols, 
which  was  built  all  of  brafs.  It  was 
about  ten  cubits  fquare,  and  fifteen 
high;  and  that  which  was  the  greateft 
ornament  to  it  was  an  idol,  the  height 
cf  a  man,  of  raaffy  gold  »  it's  ejes  were 


two  rubies,  fet  fo  artificially,  that  it 
feemed  to  look  at  thole  who  looked  at 
it,  on  which  fide  foever  they  ftood.  Be- 
fides  this,  there  was  another,  no  lefs  cu- 
rious, in  a  village,  in  the  midft  of  a 
plain  often  arches,  which  was  a  deli- 
cious garden  full  of  rofes,  and  the 
choiceft  flowers,  furrounde'd  with  a 
fmall  wall,  breaft-higb,  to  keep  the 
cattle  out.  In  the  midft  of  this  plain 
was  raifed  a  terrace  of  a  man's  height, 
fo  nicely  paved,  that  the  whole  pave, 
ment  feemed  to  be  but  one  fingleftone. 
A  temple  was  ere&ed  in  the  middle  of 
the  terrace,  with  a  dome  about  fifty- 
cubits  high,  and  might  be  feen  for  fe- 
veral  leagues  about:  it  was  thirty  cu- 
bits long,  and  twenty  broad;  the  marble 
of  which  it  was  built  was  red,  and  ex- 
tremely well  polifhed.  The  infide  of 
the  dome  was  adorned  with  three  rows 
of  fine  paintings:  and,  in  fliort,  there 
was  not  a  place  in  the  whole  temple 
but  what  was  embellimed  with  baflo 
relievos,  and  figures  of  idols  from  top 
to  bottom. 

Every  night  and  morning  there  were 
fuperftitious  ceremonies  performed  in 
this  temple;  whicl^were  alwaysfucceed- 
ed  with  fports,  concerts  of  mufick, 
dancing,  finging,  and  feafts.  The  mi- 
nifters  of.  the  temple,  and  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  place,  had  nothing  to  fub- 
fift  on  but  the  offerings  of  pilgrims, 
who  came  in  numbers  from  the  moft 
diftant  parts  of  the  kingdom  to  perform 
their  vows. 

Befides  all  this,  Prince  Houflain  was 
a  fpe&atorof  afolemn  feaft,  wijich  was 
celebrated  every  year  at  the  court  of 
Bifnagar,  at  which,  all  the  governors 
and  judges  of  towns,  and  the  moft  cele- 
brated bramins,  were  obliged  to  be  pre- 
fent;  and  fome  lived  fo  far  off,  that 
they  were  four  months  in  corning.  This 
aflembly,  compofed  of  fuch  innumera- 
ble multitudes  o£  Indians,  met  in  a 
plain  of  a  vaft  extent,  was  a  glorious 
fight.  In  the  centre  of  the  plain  was 
erefted  a  large  fcaffolding  of  nine  rows 
of  benches,  inclofed  on  one  fide  by  a 
nne  building,  and  fupported  by  forty 
pillars.  This  place  was  raifed  for  the 
king  and  his  court,  and  thofe  ftrangers 
he  admitted  to  the  audience  once  a 
week  :  within  it  was  adorned  and  fur- 
niihed  magnificently;  and  on  the  out- 
fide  were  painted  fine  landfcapes,  where- 
in all  forts  of  beafts,  birds,  infecls, 
and  even  flies,  were  dr^wn  very  na- 
4.  G  a  turally,» 
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turally.  Three  other  fcaifolds  of  about 
four  or  five  benches,  and  painted  al- 
inoft  all  alike,  formed  the  other  three 
fides.  But  what  was  more  particular  in 
thefe  fcaffolds,  they  could  rmketht.n 
change  their  fituation  every  hour. 

On  each  fide  of  this  place,  at  fome 
diftance  from  each  other,  were  ranged 
great  numbers  of  elephants,  fumptu- 
owfly  harneffed,  and  each  loaded  with  a 
wooden  caftle  upon  his  back,  finely 
gilt,  within  each  of  which  were  mufi- 
cians  and  ftage-players.  The  trunks, 
ears,  and  bodies  of  thefe  elephants.were 
painted  with  cinnabar,  in  which  were 
reprefented  grotefque  figures. 

But  what  Pi  ince  Hjutfain  moft  of  all 
admired,  was  the  ii,geni.»us  addrefs  and 
invention  of  the  Indians,  to  make  a 
Jarge  elephant  ftand  with  hit /ore- feet 
on  a  poft,  which  was  fixed  into  the  earth, 
and  flood  out  of  it  above  two  feet,  and 
beat  time  with  his  trunk  to  the  mufick. 
Befides  this,  there  was  another  elephant 
as  big  as  this,  and  no  lefs  furprizing  ; 
which  being  fet  upon  a  board,  which 
was  laid  acrofs  a  ftrong  rail  about  ten 
feet  high,  with  a  great  weight  at  the 
other  end  which  balanced  him,  kept 
time  by  the  motions  of  his  body  and 
trunk  with  the  mufick,  as  well  as  the 
other  elephant;  and  both  in  the  prefence 
of  the  king  and  his  whole  court. 

Prince  Houlfain  might  have  made  a 
longer  abode  in  the  kingdom  and  court 
of  Bifnagar,  where  he  might  have  been 
agreeably  diverted  till  the  day  he  and 
his  brothers  had  appointed  to  meet  on  j 
but  he  was  fo  well  fatisfied  with  what 
he  had  feen,  and  his  thoughts  ran  fo 
much  upon  the  objeft  of  his  love,  that, 
after  his  good  fucceis  in  meeting  with 
this  tapeftry,  the  beauty  and  charms 
of  the  Princefs  Nouronnihar  increafed 
everyday  the  violence  of  his  paflionj 
and  he  fancied  he  fiiould  be  the  more 
eafy  and  happy  the  nearer  he  was  to 
her.  After  he  had  fatisfied  the  matter 
of  the  khan  for  his  apartment,  and  told 
him  the  hour  when  he  might  come  for 
the  key,  he  (hut  his  door,  and  put  the 
key  on  the  outtide;  and,  fpreading  the 
tapeftry,  he  and  the  officers  whom  he 
had  brought  with  him  fat  down;  and  as 
loon  as  he  had  formed  his  wifh,  were 
tranfported  to  the  inn  at  which  he  and 
his  brothers  were  to  meet,  and  where 
he  pafled  for  a  merchant  till  they  ar- 
yived. 

Princs  AH,  Prince  Houlfain's  fecond 


brother,  who  defigned  TO  travel  into 
Pcrfia,  to  conform  himfelf  to  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Sultan  of  the  Indies,  took, 
the  road,  having  three  days  after  he 
parted  with  his  brothers  joined  a  cara- 
van ;  and,  after  four  days  travel,  ar- 
rived at  Schiraz,  which  was  the;  capital 
of  the  kingdom  of  Perfia;  and  having 
in  the  way  conti  yft.jd  a  friendlhip  with 
fome  merchants,  paffc.i  for  a  jeweller, 
and  lodged  in  the  fame  khan  with 
tliern. 

The  next  morning,  while  the  mer- 
chants opened  i;>eir  bales  of  merchan- 
dizes, Prince  n.ii,  who  travelled  -nly 
for  his  p'.rafi1:.:,  nn  )  had  brought  no- 
thing but  j  at  ntielfanes  a'ong  with 
him,  after  he  had  dreficd  lumielf  took 
a  walk  into  that  part  of  the  town  winch, 
they  at  Schiraz  called  the  "Bezeftein  ; 
which  was  a  fj/'ictors  and  welj -built 
place,  it  being  archeo  and  tnofe  arches 
fupported  by  largepiilar.s .  roun.l  which, 
as  well  as  the  walls,  there  were  hoe 
furnifhed  lbop&  of  jewellers,  goKiuniths, 
and  traders  in  gold  andliivu  brocades, 
rich  lilks,  fine  linens,  and  other  choice 
and  valuable  merchandizes.  Prince  AH 
foon  rambled  through  all  the  bezeftein, 
and  with  admiration  judged  of  the 
riches  of  the  place  by  the  prodigious 
quantities  of  the  moft  precious  mer- 
chandizes that  were  e^poied  to  view. 

But,  among  all  the  criers  who  pafied 

backwards  and  forwards  with  feveral 

forts  of  goods,  offering  to  fell  them,  he 

was  not  a  little  furprized  to  fee  one  who 

held  an  ivory  perfpeclive-glafs  in  his 

hand,  of  about  a  foot  in  length,  and 

the  thicknefs  of  a  man's  thumb,  and 

cried  it  at  thirty  purfes.      At  firft  he 

thought  the  crier  mad;  and,  to  inform) 

himfelf,  went  to  a  (hop,  and  faid  to  the 

merchant  who  ftood  at  the  door---'  Pray, 

'  Sir,  is  not  that  man'    (pointing  at  the 

prier  who  cried  the  ivory  perfpeftive- 

glafs  at  thirty  purfes)  «  mad  ?  If  he  is 

not,  I  am  very  much  deceived.'-— 

Indeed,  Sir,'  anfwered  the  merchant, 

he  was  in  his  right  fenfes  yefterday  ; 

and  I  can  affure  you  that  he  is  one 

of  the  ableft  criers  we  have,  and  the 

moft  employed  of  any,  he  being  to  be 

confided  in  when  any  thing  valuable 

is  to  be  fold  j  and  if  he  cries  the  ivory 

perfpe&ive-glafs  at  thirty  purfes,  it 

muft  be  worth  as  much,  or  more,  on 

fome  account  or  other.  He  will  come 

by  prefently,  and  we  will  call  him, 

and  you  lhall  be  fatisfied.     In  the 

«  mean 
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'  mean  time,  fit  down  on  my  fofa,  and 
«  reft  yovnleif.' 

Prince  Ali  accepted  of  the  merchant's 
obliging  offer;  and  pideml y  afterwards 
the  crier  pafled  by.  'I'he  merchant  called 
him  by  his  name;  and,  pointing  to  the 
prince,  faidto  him — '  Tell  that  gentle- 

*  man,  who  afked  of  me  if  you  were  in 
4  your  right  fenfes,  what  you  mean  by 
'  cryi'.ig  that  ivory  perfpeftive- glafs, 

*  which  feems  not  to  be  worth  much, 
'  at  thirty  purfes  ?    I   mould  be  very 

*  much   amazed   myfelf,   if  I  did  not 
c   know    you.'     The  crier,    addreffing 
himfelf  to  Prince  Ali,  (aid — '  Sir,  you 

*  are  not  the  only  perlbn  who  takes  me 
'  for  a  madman,  on  the  Account  of  this 
'  perfpe&ive-glafs.     You   (hall  judge 
'  yourfelf  whether  lam  or  no,  when  I 
'  have  told  yc-i  it's  property;    and  I 
'  hope  you  will  value  it  at  as  high  a 
'  price  as  thofe  I  have  {hewed  it  to  al- 

*  ready,  who  had  as  bad  an  opinion  of 
'  me  as  you. 

*  Firft,  Sir,'  purfued  the  crier,  pre- 
fenting  the  ivory  pipe  to  the  prince, 
'  obferve,  that  this  pipe  <is  furni'.bed 

*  with  a  glafs  at  both  ends  j  and  con- 
f  fider,  that,  by  looking  through  one 
'  of  them,  you  fee  whatever  ohjeft  you 
'  \vifh  to  behold.'  — '  I  am,'  laid  the 
prince,  *  ready  to  make  you  all  ima- 

*  ginable  reparation  for  the  fcandal  I 

*  have  thrown  on  you,  if  you  will  make 
.'  the  truth   of  what  you  advance  ap- 

*  pear.'  And,  as  he  had  the  ivory  pipe 
in  his  hand,  after  he  had  looked  at  the 
two  glafles,    he   faid — '   Shew   me  at 
.'  which  of  thele  ends  I  mult  look,  thaJ: 
i*  I  may  be  fatisfied.'     The  crier  pre- 
fently    mewed    him ;     and   he   looked 
through,  vviftiing,  at  the  fame  time,  to 
fee  the  fultan  his  father;  whom  he  im- 
mediately beheld  in  perfect  health,  fet 
on  his  throne,  in  the  miu(t  of  all  his 
(Council.  Afterwards,  as  there  was  no^ 
filing  in  the  world  fo  dear  to  him,  after 
the  fultan,  as  the  Princefs  Nouronni- 
har,  he  wifhed  to  fee  her  ;  and  law  her 
at  her  toilette  laughing,  in  a  pleafant 
humour,  with  her  women  about  her. 

Prince  Ali  wanted  no  other  proof  to 
be  perfuaded  that  this  perfpeCtive-glals 
was  the  moft  valuable  thing  in  the 
world  j  and  believed,  that,  if  he  mould 
neglecl:  to  purchale  it,  he  mould  never 
meet  again  with  fuch  another  rarity; 
therefore  faid  to  the  crier—*  J  am  very 
«  forry  that  I  fliould  have  entertained 

*  fo  bad  an  opinion  of  you,  but  hope 


to  make  you  amends  by  buying  the 

glafs,  for  I  mould  be  very  well  pleafed 

with  it:   fo  tell  me  the  juft  value,  and 

the  loweft  price  the  feller  has  fixed 

upon  it;   and  do  not  give  yourfelf  any 

farther  trouble  to  hawk  it  about,  but 

go  with  rue,  and  I  will  pay  you  the 

money.'  The  cner  allured  him,  witU 

an  oath,  that  his  laft  orders"  were  to  take 

no  lefs  than  forty  purfes  j  and,  if  he 

difputed  the  truth  of  what  he  faid,  he 

would  carry  him  to  him.     The  prince 

believed  him,  took  him  with  him  to  the 

khan  where  he  lodged,  and  told  him 

out  the  money,  ana  received  the  per- 

fpeftive-glafs. 

Prince  Ali  was  overjoyed  at  his  bar- 
gain ;  and  perfuaded  himftlf,  that,  a$ 
his  brothers  would  not  be  able  to  meet 
with  any  thing  fo  rare  and  admirable, 
the  Princefs  Nouronnihar  would  be  the 
recompence  of  his  fatigue  and  trouble; 
that  he  thought  of  nothing  but  vifiting 
the  court  of  Pei  (ia  incognito,  and  fee- 
ing whatever  was  curious  in  Schiraz, 
and  thereabouts,  till  the  caravan  with 
which  he  came  returned  back  to  the 
Indies.  As  loon  as  the  caravan  was 
ready  to  fet  out,  the  prince  joined  themj 
and  arrived  happily  without  any  acci- 
dent or  trouble,  otherwife  than  the 
length  of  the  journey,  and  fatigue  of 
travelling,  at  ihe  place  of  rendezvous, 
where  he  found  Prince  Houffiin;  and 
both  waited  for  Prince  Ahmed. 

Prince  Ahmed,  who  took  the  road  of 
Samarcaride,  the  next  day  after  his  ar- 
rival there,   went,  as  his  brothers  had 
done,  into  the  bczeftrin;  where  he  had 
not  walked   long,    before   he    heard  a 
crier,  who  had  an  artificial  apple  in  his 
hand,  cry  it  at  five  and  thirty  puries. 
Upon  which  he  flopped   the  crier,  and 
faid  to  him  —  '  L^t  me  fee  that  apple, 
and  tell  n>e  what  virtue  and  extra- 
ordinary properties  it  has,   to  be  va- 
lued at  fo  high  a  rate.'  —  '   Sir,'  iaid 
he  crier,  giving  it  into  his  hand,  «   if 
you  look  at  the  ouiiide  or  the  apple, 
it  is  very  inconfjderabie  ;   but  it  you 
confjder  it's  properties,   virtues,  and 
the  great   ufe  and    benefit  it  is  of  to 
mankind,  you  will  i  >y  it  is  no  price 
for  it,  ind  that  tie  *••:     poflxifes  ic  is 


matter  of  a  great  treaiure,  I; 
it  cures  all  lick  perfon  '  t, 
mortal'diieai'cs,  whet!/  ei 

lilies,  plagues,  or  oti  n^ 
diltempers";  and  if  the  p,.  jni 
:ng,  it  w;il  recover  him  iuiiiiC' 
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is  dy- 
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«  and  reftore  him  to  pei  fed  health  :  and 
'  this  is  done  after  the  eafieft  manner 
'  in  the  world,  which  is  by  the  patient's 

*  fmelling  to  the  apple/ 

«  If  I    may  believe   you/    replied 
Prince  Ahmed,    *  the  virtues  of  this 

*  apple  are  wonderful,  and  it  is  inva- 

*  luable.    But  what  ground  have  I  for 
«  all  you  tell  me,  to  be  perfuaded  of 

*  the  truth  of  this  matter  ?' — '  Sir,'  re- 
plied the  crier,  '  the  thing  is  known 
«  and  averred  by  the  whole  city  of  Sa- 
«  marcande :  but,  without  going  any 

*  farther,  afk  all  the  merchants  you  fee 
'  here,  and  hear  what  they  fay.     You 

*  will  find  that  feveral  of  them  will  tell 
«  you  that  they  had  not  been  alive  this 

*  day,  if  they  had  not  made  ufe  of  this 
'  excellent  remedy  :  and,  that  you  may 

*  the  better  comprehend  what  it  is,  I 
'   muft  tell  you,  it  is  the  fruit  of  the 

*  ftudy  and  experiments  of  a  celebrated 
'  philofopher  of  this  city,  wlio  applied 

*  himfelf  all  his  life-time  to  the  ftudy 

*  and    knowledge    of  the  virtues    of 
«  plants  and  minerals;  and  at  lad  at- 
c  tained  to  this  compofition,  by  which 
'  he  performed  ftich  furprizing  cures  in 
«  this  town  as  will  never  be  forgotten  ; 

*  but  died  fuddenly  himfelf,  before  he 
'  could    apply   his    fovereign   remedy, 
'  and  left  his  wife  and  a  great  many 
<  young  children  behind  him  in  very 
«  indifferent    circumftances  ;    who,   to 

*  fupport  her  family,  and  provide  for 

*  her  children,  is  refolved  to  fell  it.* 
While  the  crier  informed  Prince  Ah- 
med of  the  virtues  of  the  artificial  ap- 
ple, a  great  many  perfons  came  about 
them,  and  confirmed  what  he  faid;  and 
one  amongft  the  reft  faid  that  he  had  a 
friend  dangeroufly  ill,  whofe  life  was 
clefpaired  of ;   and  that  was  a  favour- 
able opportunity  to  mew  prince  Ah- 
med the  experiment:  upon  which  Prince 
Ahmed  told   the  crier  that   he  would 
give  him  forty  purfes,  if  he  was  fenhblc 
he  cured  the  fick  per  {'on. 

The  crier,  who  had  orders  to  fell  it 
at  that  price,  faid  to  Prince  Ahmed — 

*  Come,  Sir,  let  us  go  and  make  the 
'  experiment,  arid  the  apple   fliall  be 
'  yours  j  and   I  can   allure  you   that  it 
«  will  always  have  the  deli  red  effect.' 
In  fhort,  the  experiment  fucceeded;  and 
the  prince,  after  he  had  counted  out  to 
the  crier  forty  purfes.  and  he  had  de^ 
livered  the  apple  to   him,  waited  pa- 
tient lv   for  the  firft  caravan  rhat  mould 
return  to  the  Indies.  In  the  mean  time, 


he  faw  all  that  was  curious  in  and  about 
Samarcande;  and  principally  the  Valley 
of  Soyda,  fo  called  from  the  river  which 
waters  it,  and  is  reckoned  by  the  Ara- 
bians to  be  one  of  the  four  paradifes  of 
this  world  for  the  beauty  of  it's  fields 
and  gardens,  and  fine  palaces,  and  for 
it's  fertility  in  fruit. 

At  laft,  Prince  Ahmed  joined  him- 
felf  to  the  firft  caravan  that  returned  to 
the  Indies;  and,  notwithitanding  the 
inevitable  fatigues  in  fo  long  a  jour- 
ney, arrived  in  perfect  health  at  the  inn 
where  the  Princes  HoulTain  and  AH 
waited  for  him. 

Prince  Ali,  who  came  there  fome 
time  before  Prince  Ahmed,  afked  Prince 
Houflain,  who  got  thither  the  firft,  how 
long  lie  had  been  there;  who  t,  id  him, 
three  months  :  to  which  he  replied**— 

*  Then  certainly  you   have  not  be-m 
'  very  far.' — *  I  will  t;  11  Vcu  nothing 
'  now,'  faid  Prince  Huuflain  j    *  but 
'  only  affure   you,    that  I  was*  above 

*  three  months  travelling  to  the  pLce  I 
'  went  to/—'  Bur,  then,'  replied'?:  nice 
Ali,  *  you  made  a  Ihort  abode  theie.'— 

*  Indeed,  brother,'  faid  Prince  Houf- 
fain,  «  you   are  miftaken:  I  refided  at 

*  one  place  above  four  or  five  months, 
'  and  might  have  ftaid  longer.' — *  Un- 

*  lefs  you  flew   back,'  replied  Prince 
Ali,   <  I  cannot  comprehend  how  you 
'  can  have  been  three  months  here,  as 
'   you  would  make  me  believe.' 

'  I  tell  you  the  truth,'  added  Prince 
Houflain;  «  and  it  is  a  riddle  which  I 

*  fhall  not  explain  to  you  till  our  bro- 
'  ther  Ahmed  comes  ;  when  I  will  let 

*  you  know  what  great  rarities  I  have 

*  brought  home  from  my  travels.    For 
'  your  part,  I  know  not  what  you  have 

*  got  ;   but  believe  it  to  be  fome  trifle, 

*  becaufe  I  do  not  perceive  that  your 

*  baggage  is  increafed.' — 'And,  pray, 
'  what    have    you    brought?'    replied 
Prince  Ali ;  *  for  I  can  lee  nothing  but 
4  an  ordinary  piece  of  tapeftry,  with 

*  which    you    cover    your    fofa ;     and 
'  therefore,  I  think,  I  may  return  your 
'  raiJ-jery :  and,  as  you  feem  to  make 
«  what  you  have  brought  a  fecret,  you 

*  cannot  take  it  amifs  that  I  do  the 
«  fame.' 

'  I  look  upon  the  rarity  I  have  pur- 

*  chafed,'  icplied  Prince  HoulTain,  '  to 
«  excel  all  others  whatever;  and  mould 
«  not  make  any  difficulty  to  (hew  it  to 
f  you,  and  make  you  own  it  to  be  fo; 

*  and  at  the  fame  time  tell  you  how  I 
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came  by  it,  without  being  in  the  lead 
apprehenfive  that  that  which  you  have 
got  is  to  be  preferred  to  it;  but  it  is 
proper  that  we  (hould  ftay  till  out- 
brother  Ahmed  arrives,  that  we  may 
all  communicate  our  good  fortunes 
to  each  other.' 

Prince  AH  would  not  enter  into  a 
difpute  with  Prince  Houffain  on  the 
preference  he  gave  his  rarity;  but  was 
fatisfied  and  perfuaded,  that,  if  his  per- 
fpeftive- glafs  wa.8  no^preferable,  it  was 
Jmpoflible  to  be  inferior  to  it;  and  there- 
fore agreed  to  ftay  till  Prince  Ahmed 
arrived,  to  produce  their  purchafes. 

When  Prince  Ahmed  came  to  his 
brothers,  and  they  had  embraced  with 
tendernefs,  and  complimented  each 
other  on  the  happinefs  of  meeting  to- 
gether at  the  fame  place  they  fet  out 
from,  Prince  Houffain,  as  the  elder 
ferother,  affumed  the  difcourfe,  and  faid 
to  them — 'Brothers,  we  (hall  have  time 
enough  hereafter  to  entertain  our- 
felves  with  the  'particulars  of  our 
travels  ;  but  now  let  us  come  to  that 
which  is  of  the  greateft  importance 
for  us  to  know  :  and  as  I  do,  not  dif- 
pute but  that  you  remember,  as  well 
as  me,  the  principal  motive  which 
engaged  us  to  travel,  therefore  let  us 
not  conceal  from  each  other  our  cu- 
riofities,  but  (hew  them,  that  we  may 
guefs  and  judge,  as  near  as  poffible, 
to  which  the  fultan  our  father  may 
give  the  preference. 
*  To  fet  you  an  example,'  continued 
'rince  HoufTain,  '  I  will  tell  you,  that 
the  rarity  which  I  have  brought  from 
my  travels  to  the  kingdom  of  Bif- 
nagar  is  the  tapeftry  OB  which  I  fit, 
which  looks  but  ordinary,  and  makes 
no  ihew ;  but  when  I  have  declared 
it's  virtues  to  you,  you  will  be  ftruck 
with  admiration,  and  will  confefs  that 
you  never  heard  of  any  thing  like  it. 
In  fhort,  whoever  fits  on  it,  as  we  do, 
and  defires  to  be  tranfported  to  any 
place,  be  it  ever  fo  far  off,  is  imme- 
diately carried  thither.  I  made  the 
experiment  jnyfelf  before  I  paid  down 
the  forty  purfes  which  I  gave  for  it ; 
and  when  I  had  fully  fa'isfitd  my  cu- 
riofity  at  the  court  of  Bifnagar,  and 
had  a  mind  to  return,  I  made  ufe  of 
no  other  carnage  th*n  this  wonder- 
ful tapeftry  for  myielf  and  fervant, 
who  can  tell  how  long  we  were  com- 
ing hither.  I  will  (hew  you  both  the 
experiment  when  you  think  fit:  and 


'  now  expect  that  you  fhould  let  me 
'  know  what  you  have  brought  that  is 
*  to  be  compared  with  this  tapeftry?' 

Here  Prince  HoufTiin  made  an  end, 
commending  the  excellency  of  his  ta- 
peftry; and  Prince  Ali,  addreffing  him- 
felf  to  him,  faid — *  I  muft  own,   bro- 
ther, that  your  tapeftry  is  one  of  the 
moft    furprizing  things   imaginable, 
if  it  has,  as  I  do  not  doubt  in  the 
leaft,  the  property  you  fpeak  of:  but 
you   muft  allow  that  there  may  be 
other  things,  I  will  not  fay  more,  but' 
at  leaftas  wonderful, of  another  kind; 
and,  to  (hew  you  that  there  are,  here 
is  an  ivory  perfpeclive-glafs,  which 
appears  no  more  a  rarity  than  your 
tapeftry,  and  yet  merits  as  much  at- 
tention, and  coft  me  as  much;  and 
you  will  be  fo  juft  as  to  own  that  I 
am  not  bit,  when   you  know  by  ex- 
perience, that,  by  looking  at  one  end, 
you  will  fee  whatever  object  you  wifa 
to   behold.     I  would  not  have  you 
take  my  word,1  added  Prince  AH, 
prefenting  the  perfpeclive-glafs  to  him  j 
«  but  to  make  trial  of  it  yourfelf.' 

Prince  Houffain  took  the  glafs  from 
Prince  Ali,  and  clapped  that  end  to  his 
eye  which  Prince  Ali  (hewed  him  with 
an  intention  to  fee  the  Princefs  Nou- 
ronnihar,  and  to  know   how  (he  did  ; 
when  Prince  Ali  and  Pi ince  Ahmed, 
who  kept  their  eyes  fixed  upon    him, 
were   extremely   furprized    to    fee    his 
countenance  change  in  fuch  a  manner 
as  expreffed  an  extraordinary  furprizs 
and  afHi<SU  >n.    Prince  Houffiin  would 
not  give  them  time  to  aik  what  v/as  the 
matter;  bin  cried  out — '  Alas,  princes  ! 
to  what  purpofe  have  we  undertaken 
fo  long  and  fatiguing  jouniies,  but 
with  the  hopes  of  being  recompenfed 
by    the   poueflton    of   the   charming 
Nouronnihar,  when  in  a  few  moments 
that  lovely  princefs  will  breathe  her 
lalt !   I  faw  her  in  her  bed,  furrounded 
by  her  women  and  eunuchs,  who  were 
all  in  tears,  and  feemed  to  expect  no- 
thing  leis    than   her  giving   up  the 
ghoft.  Take  the  glafs;  fee  yourfelves 
the    miferable   ftite    (lie  is    in,-  and 
mingle  your  tears  with  mine!' 
Prince   All  .took   the   glafs  out   of 
Prince  I^ouffain's  hand  ;   and,   after  he 
had  feen  the  fame  objeft  with  a  fenhhle 
grief,   prefented  it   to  Prince  Ahmed, 
who  took  it,  to  behold  the  melancholy 
fight  which  fomuch  concerned  them. 
When  Prince  Ahmed  had  taken  the 
glafc 
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glafs  out  of  Prince  All's  hands,  and 
faw   that  the  Princtfs    Nouronnihar's 
end  was  fo  near,  he  addrefled  himfelf 
to  his  two  brothers,  and  faid — 'Princes, 
the   Princefs   Nouronnihar,   equally 
the  object  of  our  vows,  is  indeed  juft 
at    death's   door;   but,  provided   we 
make  hafte,  and  lofe  no  time,  we  may 
preferve  her  life.'     Then  he  took  the 
artificial  apple  out  of  his  bofomj  and, 
fhewing  it  to  the  princes  his  brothers, 
faid  to  them — '  This  apple  which  you 
fee  here,  coft  me  as  much  and  more 
than  either  the tapeftry  or  perfpective- 
glafs;and  the  opportunity  it  prefents 
ftfelf  to  fhew  you  it's  wonderful  vir- 
tue, makes  me  not  regret  the  price  I 
gave  for  it.     But  not  to  keep  you 
longer  in  fufpenfe,  it  has  the  virtue, 
5f  a  fick  perfon  fmells  to  it,  though 
in  the  laft  agonies,  to  reftore  him  to 
perfect  health  immediately.     I  have 
made  the  experiment;  and  can  fhew 
it's  wonderful  efFe£l  on  the  perfon  of 
the   Princefs    Nouronnihar,    if   you 
will  make  all  the  hafte  imaginable  to 
affift  her.' 

'  If  that  is  all,'  replied  Prince  Houf- 

ain,  '  we  cannot  make  more  than  by 

tranfporting  ourfelves  inftantly  into 

her  chamber,  by  the  means  of  my  ta- 

peftry,     '  Come,  lofe  no  time,   but 

fit  down  by  me  $  it  is  large  enough 

to  hold  us  all  three.     But  firftlet  us 

give  orders  to  our  fervants  to  let  out 

«  immediately,  and  come  to  us  to  the 

«  palace.' 

As  foon  as  the  order  was  given, 
Prince  AH  and  Prince  Ahmed  went 
and  fat  down  by  Prince  Honffoin;  and, 
as  their  intereft  wns  the  fame,  they  all 
three  framed  the  fame  wifli,  and  were 
tranfported  into  the  Princefs  Nouron- 
nihar's  chamber. 

The  prefence  of  the  three  princes, 
who  were  fo  little  expected,  frighted 
the  princefs's  women  and  eunuchs, 
who  could  not  comprehend  by  what 
enchantmentthreemen  fhould  beamong 
them}  for  they  did  not  know  them  at 
firft:  and  the  eunuchs  were  ready  to  fall 
upon  them,  as  people  who  had  pene- 
trated into  the  place  where  they  were 
not  allowed  to  come;  but  they  prefently 
recollected  themfelves,  and  found  their 
nuftake. 

Prince  Ahmed  r.o  fooner  perceived 
himfelf  in  Nouronnihar's  chamber,  and 
perceiving  the  dying  princtfs,  than  he 
rofe  off  the  tapeftry,  as  did  alfo  the 


other  two  princes,  and  wen.t  tothebed^ 
fide,  and  put  the  apple  under  her  nofe. 
Some  moments  after  the  princefs  open- 
ed her  eyes,  and  turned  her  head  from 
one  fide  to  another,  looking  at  the  pef- 
fons  who  ftoo<i  about  her}  and  then  rofe 
up  an  end  in  the  bed,  and  aflced  to  be 
drefled,  juft  as  if  (he  had  waked  out  of  a 
found  fleep.  Her  women  having  pre- 
fently informed  her,  in  a  manner  that 
fhewed  their  joy,  that  fhe  was  obliged 
to  the  three  princes  for  the  fudden  re- 
covery of  her  health,  and  particularly 
to  Prince  Ahmed,  fhe  immediately  ex- 
preffed  a  joy  to  fee  them,  and  tha'nked 
them  all  together,  and  afterwards 
Prince  Ahmed  in  particular.  The 
princes  told  her  how  great  a  pleafure 
it  was  to  them  to  come  loon  enough  to 
contribute  any  thing  towards  relieving 
her  out  of  the  immediate  danger  fhe 
was  in,  and  that  they  had  made  the 
moft  aro'ent  wifhes  for  her  health;  and 
afterwards,  as  fhe  had  called  to  be  got 
up,  they  retired. 

While  the  princefs  was  dreffing,  the 
princes  went  to  throw  themfelves  at 
the;  fultan  their  father's  feet,  and  pay 
their  refpects  to  him;  but  when  they 
came  before  him,  they  found  he  had 
been  informed  of  their  arrival  by  the 
chief  of  the  princefs's  eunuchs,  and  by 
what  means  the  princefs  had  been  per- 
fectly  cured.  The  fultan  received  and 
embraced  them  with  the  greateft  joy, 
both  for  their  return,  and  the  recovery 
of  the  princefs  his  niece,  whom  he  loved 
as  well  as  if  fhe  had  been  his  own 
daughter,  and  who  had  been  given  over 
'by  the phyficians.  After  the  ufual  ce- 
remonies and  compliments,  the  princes 
prefente'd  each  his  rarity:  Prince  Houf- 
fain  his  tapeftry,  which  he  had  taken 
care  not  to  leave  in  the  princefs's  cham- 
ber; Prince  AH  his  ivory  perfpective- 
glafs;and  Prince  Ahmed  the  artificial 
apple:  and,  after  each  had  commendec 
his  prefent,  when  they  put  it  into  the 
fultan's  hands,  they  begged  of  him  to 
pronounce  their  fate,  and  declare  to 
which  of  them  he  would  give  thePrin- 
cefs  Nouronnihar  for  a  wife,  according 
to.hispromife. 

The  Sultan  of  the  Indies  having 
heard,  without  interrupting  them,  all 
that  the  princes  could  re^refent  farther 
about  their  rarities,  and  being  well  in- 
formed of  what  had  happened  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Princefs  Nouronnihar's 
cure,  remained  fome  time  filent,  as 
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h~  was  thinking  on  what  anfwer  he 
ftiould  make.  At  laft  he  broke  filence, 
and  faid  to  them — '  I  would  declare 

*  foroneof  you,  children,  with  a  great 
«  deal  of  pleafure,  if  I  could  do  it  with 
'  juftice;  but  confider  whether  I  can  do 

*  it  or  no. — It  is  true,  Prince  Ahmed, 
'  that  flie  princefs  my  niece  is  obliged 

*  to   your  artificial  apple  for  her  curej 
'  but  I  mult  aflc  you  whether  or  no  you 
«  could  have  been  fo  ferviceable  to  her 

*  if  you  had  nor  known,  by  Prince  Ali's 
'  perfpe£live-glafs,  the  danger  (he  was 
'  in,    and   Prince   Houflain's   tapeftry 

*  had  not  brought  you  fo  foon?-*- Your 

*  perfpeclive-glafs,  Prince  Ali,  inform  - 

*  ed  you  and  your  brothers   that  you 

*  were  like  to  lofe  the  princefs  your 

*  coufin,   and  there  you   muft  own  a 

*  great   obligation.       You    muft   alfo 
«  grant,    that   that  knowledge  would 

<  have  been  of  no  fervice  without  the 

*  artificial   apple  and    the   tapeftry.— 
«  And,    laftly,    Prince  Houffain,    the 
«  princefs  would   be  very  ungrateful, 
'  if  (he  mould  not  flie «v  her  acknow- 
'  ledgment  of  the  fervice  of  your  ta- 

*  peftry,  which  was  fo  neceffary  a  means 

<  towards  her  cure.    But  confider,  it 
f  would  have  been  of  little  ufe  if  you 
'  had  not  been    acquainted   with  the 

<  princefs's    illnefs    by    Prince    Ali's 

*  glafs,  and    Prince  Ahmed  had   not 
«  applied  his  artificial  apple.— There- 
'   fore,  as   neither  tapeftry,  ivory  per- 
'  fpective- glafs,    nor    artificial    apple, 
'  have  the  ieaft   preference  one  before 

*  the  other,  but,  on  the  contrary,  there 

*  is  a  perfect  equality,  I  cannot  grant 

*  the  princefs  to  any  one  of  you  ;  and 

*  the  only  fruit  you  have  reaped  from 

*  your  travels,  is  the  glory  of  having 
'  equally  contributed  to  reftore  her  to 
«  health. 

*  If  all  this  be  true,'  added  the  ful- 
tan, '  you  fee  that  I  muft  have  recourie 
«  toother  means  to  determine  certainly 

*  in  the  choice  I  ought  to  make  among 
'  you;  and  that  as  there  is  time  enough 
'  between  this  and  night,  I  will  do  it 

<  to-day.     Go,  and  get  each  of  you  a 
'    bow  and  arrow,    and  repair  to  the 
4  great  plain  where  they  exercife  h'orfes  5 
'  I  will  foon  come  to  you:  and  declare 
'  I  will  give  the  Princefs  Nouronnihar 
«  to  him  who  (hoots  the  fartheft. 

«  But,  however,  I  do  not  forget  to 
'  thank  you  all  in  general,  and  each  in 
«  particular, for  the  prefentsyou  brought 
9  me.  I  have  a  great  many  rarities  in  my 


clofet  already,  but  nothing  that  cornea 
up  to  the  fingularity  of  the  tapeftry, the 
ivory  perfpeclive- glafs,  and  artificial 
apple;  which  (hall  have  the  firft  places 
among  them,  and   (hall  be  preferred  ' 
carefully,  not  only  for  pure  curiofity, 
but  to  make  art  advantageous  ufe  of 
them  upon  all  occafions/" 
The  three  princes  had  nothing  to  fay 
agai'nft  thedecifion  of  the  iultan.  When 
they  were  out  of  his  prefence,  they  each, 
provided  themfelves  with  a  bow  and  ar- 
row,   which  they  delivered  to  one  of 
their  officers,  and  went  to  the  plain  ap- 
pointed, followed  by  a  great  concourfe 
of  people. 

The  fultan  did  not  make  them  wait 
long  for  him  ;  and  as  foon  as  he  ar- 
rived, Prince  Houfiain,  as  the  eldejft, 
took  his  bow  and  arrow,  and  mot  firft; 
Prince  Ali  (hot  next,  and  much  beyond 
him;  and  Prince  Ahmed  laft  of  alii 
but  it  fo  happened,  that  nobody  coukl 
fee  where  his  arrow  fell;  and,  notwith-  - 
(landing  all  the  diligence  that  was  uied 
by  himfelf  and  every  body  clfe,  it  wa* 
not  to  be  found  far  of  near.  And  though 
it  was  believed  that  he  (hot  the  f:.rtheft, 
and  that  he  therefore  deferVed  the  Prin- 
cefs Nouronnihar,  it  was  however  ne- 
ceflary  that  his  arrow  mould  be  found, 
to  make  the  matter  more  evident  and 
certain:  and,  notwithftanding  his  re- 
rnonftrance,  the  fultan  judged  in  fa- 
vour of  Prince  Ali,  and  gave  orders 
for  preparations  to  be  made  for  the  fo- 
lemnizing  of  the  nuptials,  which  were 
celebrated  H  few  days  after,  with  great 
magnificence. 

Prince  Houffain  would  not  honour 
the  feaft  with  his  prefence;  his  paffion 
for  the  Princefs  Nouronnihar  was  fo 
fineere  and  lively,  that  he  could  fcarce 
(import  with  patience  the  mortification 
of  feeing  the  princefs  in  the  arms  of 
Prince  Ali  ;  who,  he  faid,  did  not  de- 
fervehcr  better,  or  loved  her  truer,  than, 
himfelf.  In  fhort,  his  grief  was  fo 
violent  and  infupportable,  that  he  left 
the  court,  and  renounced  all  right  of 
fucce/Tion  to  the  crown,  to  turn  der- 
vife;  and  put  himfelf  under  the  difci- 
pime  of  a  famous  fcheik,  who  had 
gained  reputation  for  his  exemplary 
life,  and  had  taken  up  his  abode,  and 
that  of  his  difdples,  whofe  number  was 
great,  in  an  agreeable  folitudi.-. 

Prince  Ahmed,   urged   by  the  fame 

motive,  did  not  aifift  at  Piince  Ali  and 

the   Priucefs   Nouronmha/'jj  nuptials 

4  ft  any 
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any  more  than  his  brother  Houflain,  but 
did  not  renounce  the  world  as  he  had 
done;  but,  as  he  could  not  imagine 
what  could  become  of  his  arrow,  he 
ftole  away  from  his  attendants,  and  re- 
folved  to  fearch  after  it,  that  he  might 
not  have  any  thing  to  reproach  himfelf 
with.  With  this  intent,  he  went  to 
the  place  where  the  Princes  Houflain 
and  Ali's  were  gathered  up;  and  go- 
ing ftraight  forwards  from  thence,  look- 
ing carefully  on  both  fides  of  him,  he 
vent  ib  far,  that  at  laft  he  began  to  think 
his  labour  was  all  in  vain;  but  yet  could 
not  help  going  forward,  till  he  came  to 
fome  tteep  craggy  rocks,  which  were 
bounds  to  his  journey,  and  were  fitu- 
ated  in  a  barren  country,  about  four 
leagues  diftant  from  whence  he  fet 
eut. 

When  Prince  Ahmed  came  pretty 
nigh  thefe  rocks,  he  perceived  an  ar- 
row, which  he  gathered  up,  looked  ear- 
neftly  at,  and  was  in  the  greateft  afto- 
nifhment  to  find  it  was  the  lame  he  mot 
away.  *  Certainly,'  faid  he  to  him- 
felf, '  neither  myfelf  nor  any  man  liv- 
ing could  throw  ait  arrow  fo  far!'  and 
finding  it  laid  flat,  not  flicking  into 
the  ground,  he  judged  that  it  rebound- 
ed againft  the  rock.  *  There  muft  be 
*  fome  myftery  in  this,"  faid  he  to  him- 
felf again  j  {  and  it  may  be  advantageous 
to  me.  Perhaps  fortune,  to  make  me 
amends  for  depriving  me  of  what  I 
thought  the  greateft  happinefs,  may 
have  referved  a  greater  bleffing  for 
my  comfort.' 
As  thefe  rocks  were  very  much  in- 
dented, and  fome  of  thofe  indentions 
were  deep,  the  prince,  full  of  thefe 
thoughts,  entered  into  one;  and,  look- 
ing about,  cart  his  eyes  on  an  iron  door 
which  feemed  to  have  no  lock,  but  he 
at  the  fame  time  feared  it  was  fattened  j 
however,  on  his  thruiling  againft  it,  it 
opened,  and  difcovered  an  eafy  defcent, 
but  no  fteps,  which  he  walked  down 
with  his  arrow  in  his  hand.  At  firft 
he  thought  he  was  going  into  a  dark, 
obfcure  place,  but  presently  a  quite 
different  light  fucceeded  that  which  he 
came  out  of}  and  entering  into  a  large 
fpacious  place,  at  about  fifty  or  fixty 
paces  diftant,  perceived  a  magnificent 
palace,  the  ftru&ure  admirable,  which 
he  had  not  then  time  enough  to  look  at. 
At  the  fame  time,  a  lady  of  majeftidc 
port  and  air,  and  of  a  beauty  the  rich- 
nefs  of  her  cloths  and  jewels  WCK  «<? 


advantage  to,  advanced  as  far  as  the 
porch,  attended  by  a  large  troop  of  la- 
dies, fo  finely  dreffed  and  beautiful, 
that  it  was  difficult  to  diftingoifti  which 
was  the  miftrefs. 

As  foon  as  Prince  Ahmed  perceived 
theladyj  he  made  all  imaginable  hafte 
to  go  and  pay  his  refpefts;  and  the  la- 
dy, on  her  part,  feeing  him  coming, 
prevented  him  from  addrefiing  his  dif- 
courfe  to  her  firft ;  but  faid  to  him— • 

*  Come  nearer, PrinceAhmed !  You  are 

*  welcome.' 

Itw.as  no  fmall  furprize  to  the  prince 
to  hear  himfelf  named  in  a  place  he  had 
never  heard  of,  though  fo  near  to  his 
father's  capital;  and  he  could  not  com- 
prehend how  he  fhould  be  known  to  a 
lady  who  was  a  ftranger  to  him.  At 
Jaft  he  returned  the  lady's  compliment 
by  throwing  himfelf  at  her  feetj  and, 
rifmg  up  again,  faid  to  her — *  Madam, 
I  return  you  a  thoufand  thanks  for 
the  aflurance  you  give  me  of  a  wel- 
come to  a  place  where  I  believed  my 
imprudent  curiofity  had  made  me  pe- 
netrate too  far.  But,  Madam,  may 
I,  without  being  guilty  of  ill-man- 
ners, dare  to  a/k  you  by  what  adven- 
ture you  know  me  ?  And  that  you, 
who  live  in  the  fame  neighbourhood 
with  me,  ftiould  be  fo  great  a  ftranger 
to  me  ?' — «  Prince,'  faid  the  lady, 
let  us  go  into  the  hall;  there  I  will 
gratify  you  in  your  requeft.' 
After  thefe  words,  the  lady  led  Prince 
Ahmed  into  the  hall  ;  the  noble  ftruc- 
tureof  which,  and  the  gold  and  azure 
which  embelliflied  the  dome,  and  the 
ineftimable  riches  of  the  furniture,  ap- 
peared fo  great  a  navehy  to  him,  that 
he  could  not  enough  exprefs  his  admi- 
ration, by  crying  out,  that  he  had  ne- 
ver in  his  life  beheld  a,ny  thing  like  it, 
and  believed  that  never  any  thing  was 
to  be  compared  to  it.  '  I  can  allure 

*  you,'  replied   the  lady,  '  that  this  is 

*  the  leaft  piece  of  curiofity  in  my  pa- 
'  lace;  and  you  will  fay   fo  when   you 

*  have  fecn  all  the  apartments.'     Then 
(he  fat  down  on  a  fofa;  and  when  the 
prince,  Vf^er  entreaty,  had  done  the 
lame,  flie'Taid — 'You   are  furprized, 

*  you  fay,  that  I  mould  know  you,  and 

*  not  be  known  by  you;  but  you  will 
(  be  no  longer  furprized    when  I  tell 

*  you  who  I  am.  You  are  undoubtedly 

*  fenfible,  that  your   religion    teaches 

*  you  to  believe  that  the  world  is  inha- 

*  bited  by  Gcmi  as  well  as  men.     I 

(  ana 
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am  the  daughter  of  one  of  the  mod 
powerful    and    diftinguifhed  Genii, 
and   my  name  is  Paribanon ;  there- 
fore you  ought  not  to  be  amazed  that 
I  know  you,  tb     fultan  your  father, 
the  princes  your  brothers,  and  the 
Princefs    Nouronnihar.      I    am   no 
ftranger  to  your  lives  and  travels,  of 
which  I  can  give  you  all  the  circum- 
ftances,  fince  it  was  I  myfelf  who  ex- 
pofed  tofale  the  artificial  apple,  which 
you  bought  at  Samarcande,  the  ta- 
peftry   which  Prince  Houflain    met 
with  at  Biinagar,  and  the  ivory  per- 
fpe£live    glafs    which     Prince    Ali 
brought  from  Schiraz.     This  is  fuf- 
ficient  to  let  you  know  that  I  am  not 
unacquainted   with   what  relates  to 
you.     The  only  thing  I  have  to  add, 
is,  that  you  feemed  to  me  worthy  of  a 
more  happy  fate  than  that  of  poflef-. 
fing  the  Princefs  Nouronnihar;  and, 
that  you  might  attain  to  it,  I   was 
prefent  when  you  drew  your  arrow, 
and  forefaw  it  would  not  go  beyond 
Prince  Houfifain's:  I  took  it  in  the 
air,  and    gave  it  the   neceflary  mo- 
tion to  ftrike  againft  the  rocks  near 
which  you  found  it} and  tell  you  that 
it  lies  in  your  power  to  make  ufe  of 
the  favourableopportumty  which  pre- 
fents  itfelf  to  make  you  happy.* 
As  the  Fairy  Paribanon  pronounced 
thefe  laft  words  with  a  different  tone, 
and  looked,  at  the  fame  time,  tenderly 
upon  Prince  Ahmed,  with  a  modeft 
blufh  on  her  cheeks,  it  was  no  hard 
matter  for  the  prince  to  comprehend 
what  happinefs   (he  meant.     He   pre- 
fently  confidered  that  the  Princefs  Nou- 
ronnihar could  never  be  his,  and  that 
the  p'airy  Paribanon  excelled  her  infi- 
nitely   in   beauty,   agreeablenefs,  wit, 
and,  as  much  as  he  could  conjecture  by 
the  magnificence  of  the  palace,  in  im- 
menfe  riches.     He  blefled  the  moment 
that  he  thought  of  feeking  aVter  his  ar- 
row a  fecondtime;  and,  yielding  to  his 
inclination,  which  drew  him  towards 
the  lovely  objeft  which  had  fired  his 
heart — '  Madam,'  replied  he,  «  mould 
I,  all  my  life,  have  the  happinefs  of 
being  your  Have,  and  the  admirer  of 
the  many  charms  which  rayifh   my 
foul,   I  mould  think  myfelf  the  moft 
blefied  of  men.     Pardon  in  me  the 
boldnefs  which  infpires  me  toaflc  this 
favour,  and  do  not  refufe  to  admit 
into  your  court  a  prince  who  is  en- 
tirely devoted  to  you/ 


*  Prince,'  anfwered  the  fairy,  *  as  I 
have  been  a  long  time  my  own  mif- 
trefs,  and  have  no  dependance  on  my 
parents  confent,  it  is  not  as  a  (lave 
that  Lwouid  admit  you  into  my  court, 
but  as  mafter  of  my  perfon,  and  all 
that  belongs  to  me,  by  pledging  your 
faith  to  me,  and  taking  me  to  be  your 
wife.  I  hope  you  will  not  take  my 
making  this  propofal  amifs.  I  am 
miftrefs  of  my  will;  and  muft  add, 
that  the  fame  cuftoms  are  not  obferv- 
ed  among  fairies  as  among  other 
ladies,  in  whom  it  would  not  have 
been  decent  to  have  made  fuch  ad- 
vances: but  it  is  what  we  doj  and 
you  ought  to  be  the  more  obliged  to 
us  for  it.' 

Prince  Ahmed  made  no  anfwer  to 
this  difcourfe,  but  was  penetrated  with 
fo  much  acknowledgment,  that  he  could 
not  better  exprefs  it  than  by  going  to 
kifs  the  hem  of  her  garment  j  which  me 
would'not  permit  him  to  do,  but  pre- 
fented  her  hand,  which  he  kifledathou- 
fand  times,  and  kept  faft  locked  up  in 
his.       <  Well,    Prince  Ahmed,'  faid 
fhe,  '  will  you  not  pledge  your  faith  to 
'  me,  as  well  as  I  give  mine  to  you?' 
— '  Yes,  Madam,1  replied  the  prince, 
in  an  extafy  of  joy,  '  what  can  I  do 
better,    and   with  greater  pleafure  ? 
Yes,   my  fultanefs  !    my   queen !    I 
will  give  you  my  heart  without  the 
leaft  referve.' — *  Then,"  anfwered  the 
airy,  *  you  are  my  hulband,  and  I  am 
your  wife.     Our  marriages  are  con- 
trailed  with  no  other  ceremonies,  and 
yet  are  more  firm  and  ftri£  than  thofe 
made  by  men,  with  all  their  forma- 
lities.     But  as  I  fuppofe,'  purfueJ 
he,  *  that  you  have  eaten  nothing  to- 
day, a  flight  repaft  (hall  be  ferved  up 
for  you,  wh'.le  preparations  are  mak- 
ing for   our  nuptial- feaft  at  night; 
and  then  I  will  (hew  you  the  apart- 
ments of  my  palace,  and  you  (hall 
judge  if  this  hall  is  not  the  meaneft 
part  of  it.' 

Some  of  the  fairy's  women,  who  came 
into  the  hall  with  them,  and  guefled  her 
intentions,  went  immediately  out,  and 
returned  prefently  with  fome  excellent 
meats  and  wines. 

When  Prince  Ahmed  had  eat  and 
drank  as  much  as  he  cared  for, the  Fairy 
Paribanon  carried  him  through  all  the 
apartments;  where  he  faw  diamonds, 
rubies,  emeralds,  and  all  forts  of  fine 
jewels,  intermixed  with  pearls,  agate, 
4  H  a  jafper, 
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jafper,  porphyry,  and  all  forts  of  the 
moft  precious  marbles ;  but  not  to  men- 
tion the  richnefs  of  the  fui  niture,  which 
was  ineftimable,  there   was  fuch   pro- 
fufenf-fs   throughout,  that   the  prince, 
inftead  of  ever    havhg  feerj   anything 
like  it,  owned  that  he  could  not  have 
imagined,  that  there  was  any  thing  in  • 
the  world  that    could    come   up  to,  it. 
Prince,'  laid  the  fairy,  '  if  you  admire 
my  palace  fo  much,  which  indeed  is 
very  beautiful,  what  would  you   fay 
to  the  palaces  of  the  chief  of  our  Ge- 
nii,  which  are  much  more  beautiful, 
fpacious,  and  magnificent  ?  I  could 
alfo  ci. arm  you  with  my  gardens;  but 
we   will    let  that   alone  till    another 
time.     Night  draws  near,  and  it  will 
be  foon  time  to  go  to  fupper.' 
The  next  hall  which  the  fairy  led  the 
prince  into,  and  where  the   cloth  was 
Jai'.i  for  thefeaft,  was  the  laft  apartment 
the  prince  had  not  feen,  which  was  rjot 
in  the  leaft  inferior  to  the  others.     At 
his  entrance  into  it,   he  admired  the  in- 
finite number  of  fconces  of  wax-can- 
dles pf  turned  with    amber;    the /mul- 
titude '  f  which,  inftead  of  being  con- 
fufui,  wvrr  placed  with  fo  jult  a  fym- 
rvutrv,    as    formed    an    agreeable   and 
ple:if,v.t  fight.   A  large  beaufet  was  fet 
out  with  all  forts  of  gold  platej  fo  finely 
wrought,  that   the   workmanship  was 
much  more  valuable  than  the  weight  of 
the  gold.   Several  chorufes  of  beautiful 
vomtn  richly  dreifed,  and  whofe  voices 
were  raviihing,    began  a  concert,  ac- 
companied with   all   forts   of  the  moft 
harmonious  instruments ;  and  when  they 
were  fat  down  at  table,  the  Fairy Pari- 
banon  took  care  to  help  Prince  Ahmed 
with  the  molt  delicate  meats,  which  me 
pained  as  (lie  invited  him  to  est  of  them, 
and  which  the  prince  found  to  be  foex- 
quifitely  nice,  that  he  commended  them 
•with  exaggeration,    and   Jaid  that  the 
entertainment    far  furpafled    thofe    of 
the  men.     He  found  alfo  the  fame  ex- 
cellence in  the  wines,  which  neither  he 
jior  the  fairy  ta(ttd  of  till  the  deffert  was 
ferved  up,  which  coniifted  of  the  choicest 
iweetmea'.s  and  fruits. 

After  the  deflert,  the  Fairy  Paribanon 
and  Prince  Ahmed  role  from  the  table, 
•which  was  immediately  carried  away, 
and  fat  on  a  fofa,  at  their  eafe,  with 
cuihions  of  fine  filk  curioufly  embroi- 
dered in  ail  forts  of  flowers,  laid  at 
their  backs.  PVefentiy  after  a  great 
of  Genu  and  fairies  danced 


before  them  to  the  door  of  the  chain- 
ber,  where  the  nuptial-bed  was  made; 
and  when  they  came  there,  they  divid- 
ed  themfelves  into  tw.-nows,  to  let  ther 
pafs,  and  after  u,t  retired,  leavii 
them  to  go  to  bed. 

The  nuptial  feaft  was  continued  tl 
next  day;  or  rather,  the  days  followir 
the  celebration  were  a  continual  feaf 
which  the  Fairy  Paribanon,  to  wi 
nothing  w:»s  difficult,  knew  how  to  di 
vedify,  by  new  ragouts  and  choic 
meats,  and  >ne\v  concerts,  dancings, 
plays,  and  other  diverfions  ;  which 
were  alfo  fo  extraordinary,  that  Prince 
Ahmed,  if  he  had  lived  a  thoufand 
years  among  them,  could  not  have  ima- 
gined, i 

The  fairy's  intention  was  not  only  to 
give  the  prince  efil-ntial  proofs  of  the 
fincerity  of  her  love,  and  violence  of 
her  paifion,  but  to  let  him  fee,  that  as 
he  had  no  pretenfions  at  his  father's 
court,  or  any  where  elfe,  he  could! 
meet  with  nothing  comparable  to  the 
happinefs  he  enjoyed  with  her,  and  to 
attach  him  entirely  to  herftlf,  that  he 
might  never  leave  her.  In  ;his  fcheme 
(he  fucceeded  fo  well,  that  Prince  Ah- 
med's paflion  was  not  in  the  leaft  di- 
mini/heii  by  pofleflionj  butincreafed  fq 
much,  that,  if  he  would,  it  was  not  iri 
his  power  to  forbear  loving  her. 

At  the  end  of  fix  months,  Princa 
Ahmed,  who  always  loved  and  honour- 
ed the  fnltan  his  father,  conceived  a 
great  defire  to  know  how  he  did;  and  as 
that  defire  could  not  be  fatisfied  with- 
out his  abfenting  and  going  himfelf,  hai 
told  the  fairy  of  it,  and  defired  fhe 
would  give  him  ler.ve. 

This  difcourfe  alarmed  the  fairy, 
and  made  her  fear  it  was  only  an  excufe 
to  leave  her;  and  thereupon  faid  tp 
him — '  What  difguft  can  I  have  given 
'  you  to  oblige  you  to  aflc  me  this  leave? 
'  Is  it  poffibie  you  fliou'.d  have  forgot, 
1  that  you  have  pledged  your  faith  to 
'  me;  and  that  you  no  longer  love  one 
'  who  is  fo  pafilonately  fond  of  you  ? 
'  Are  not  the  proofs  I  have  given  you 
f  of  it  fufHcient  arguments?' 

f  My  queen,'  replied  the  prince,  *  I 
'  am  very  well  convinced  of  your  paf- 

*  fion,  and  fhould  be  very  unworthy  of 
'  it,  if  I  did   not   teftify  my  acknow- 

*  ledgment  by  a   reciprocal  love.     If 
'   you  are  offended  at  the  leave  I  afked, 

*  I  beg   of  you  to  forgive  me,  and  I 
f  will  make  all  the  reparation  I  am  ca- 

«  pablc 
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pable  of  :   I  did  not  do  it  with  an  in- 
tention of  ditp letting  you,  but  out  of 
a  pure  motive  of  refpeft  towards  my 
father,  whom  I  wifh  to  fiee  from  the 
affliction    my   Jo   long  abfence   mult 
have  occationed  him;  which  muft  be 
the    greater,  as,   I   prefume.   he    be- 
lieves th.r  I  am  dead.  Bu',  lince  you 
do  not  cou lent  that  I    fhould  afford 
him  that  comfort,  I  will  do  what  you 
will,  and  nothing  to  difpieafe  you.' 
Prince  Ahmed,  who  did  not  diiTem- 
ble,  and  loved  her  in  his  lv- .« t  as  much 
as  he  had  affured  her  by  word  of  mouth, 
no  1  '-n^er  tn  fitted  on   the  leave   he  had 
aflcedj'and   the  fairy  expreffed  a  great 
fatisfa&ion    thereat:   but  as  he   could 
not  absolutely  abandon   the   defign   he 
had  formed    to   himfelf,  he  often  took, 
an  opportunity  to  fpeak   to    her  of  the 
great   qualifications  of  the  fultan   his 
lather;  and,  above  all,  of  his  tender- 
nei's  towards  him. 

AH  this  he  faid  with  a  defign  tomove 
her  companion ;  for,  as  he  judged,  the 
Sultan  of  the  Indies,  in  Hie  midlt  of  all 
the  rejoicings  on  account  of  PrinceAli's 
and  Princefs  N  vjronnih->r's  nuptials, 
was  lenilbly  afflicted  at  the  abfence  of 
the  other  two  princes  his  Ions,  though 
it  was  not  long  before  he  was  informed 
of  the  '-elolution  Prince  Houtfain  had 
taken  to  forfake  the  world,  and  the 
place  of  retreat  he  had  made  choice 
'of. 

But  as  a  good  father's  happinefs  con- 
fifts  in  feeing  his  children  about  him, 
efpecially  when  they  are  deferving  of 
his  tendernefs,  he  would  have  beenbet- 
ter  pleafed  had  he  ftayed  at  his  court; 
but  as  he  coyid  not  fo  much  difapprove 
of  his  choice,  he  fupported  his  abience 
more  patiently;  though  he  made  the 
moft  diligent  fe.^rch  after  Prince  Ah- 
med, and  difpatched  couriers  to  all  the 
provinces  of  his  dominions,  with  orders 
to  the  governors  to  ftop  him,  and  oblige 
him  to  return  to  court:  but  all  the  care 
he  took  had  not  the  defired  fuccefs;  and 
his  trouble,  inftead  of  diminishing,  in- 
creafed.  He  would  often  talk  with  his 
grand  vizier  about  it;  and  fay  tp  him — « 
<  Vizier,  thou  knoweft  I  always  loved 
Ahmed  the  beft  of  all  my  fons;  and 
thou  art  not  infenfible  of  the  means  I 
have  ufed  to  oblige  him  to  return, 
without  fuccefs.  My  grief  is  folively, 
I  ftiall  fink  under  it,  if  thou  haft 
not  companion  on  me ;  therefore, 
f  if  thou  haft  any  regard  for  the  pfe&r- 


*  vation  of  my  life,  I  conjure  thee  to 

*  afiift  and  advife  me.' 

The  grand  vizier,  no  lefs  attached  to 
the  perfon  of  the  fultan  than  zealous  to 
acquit  himlelf  well  of  the  adminiltra- 
tion  of  the  affairs  of  ftafe,  confiHering 
on  the  means  to  give  his  fovereign  fume 
eafe  and  relief,  bethought  of  a  for  cere  fs 
of  whom  he  had  heard  wonders,  and 
propofed  to  fend  for  her  to  confult  her. 
The  fultan  confented;  and  the  grand 
vizier,  after  hr  had  fentforher,  brought 
her  to  him  hirr.felf. 

The  fultan  faid  to  the  magician— 
'  The  affliction  I  have  been  in  fince  the 
'  marriage  of  my  fon  Prince  A!i  to  ;he 
'  Princels  Nouronnihar  my  niece,  on 

*  the  account  of  the  abfence  of  Prince 

*  Ahmed,  is   fo   well    known,  and  fa    ' 
'  publick,  that  undoubtedly  thou  canft 

*  be  no   ftranger  to  it.    Therefore,  by 

*  thy  art  and  fkill,  can  ft    thou  tell  me 
'  what  is  become  of  him?  If  he  is  alive, 

*  and  where  he  is  ?  What  he  is  doing? 
'  and   if  I  may  hope   ever  to  fee  him 
'  again  ?'   To  this  the  forcerefs    made- 
anfwer — <  It  is  impofiible,  Sir,  forme, 
4  though  never  fo  (kilful,  to  anfwerthe 

*  quelhons  your  majefty  afks  me  im- 

*  meciiately;    but  if  you    wive  me  till 

*  to-morrow,  I  will.'  The  fultan  grant- 
ed her  the  tirrie,  and  fent  her  away  with    . 
a  promife   to  recompenfe   her  well,  if 
her  anfwer  proved  according  to  his  ds- 
fire. 

The  magician  returned  the  next  dajr, 
and  the  grand  vizier  prefented  her  n  fe- 
cond  time  to  the  fultan.  '  Sir,'  faid 
fhe,  *  notwithstanding  all  the  diligence 
I  have  ufed  by  applying  myfelf  to  the 
rules  of  my  art,  to  obey  your  majefty 
in  what  you  defire  to  know,  I  have 
not  been  able  to  difcover  any  thing 
more,  than  that  the  Prince  Ahmed  is 
alive,  but  cannot  find  out  where  he  is.* 
The  Sultan  of  the  Indies  was  forced 
to  be  fatisfied  with  this  anfwer  ;  which, 
made  him  (till  as  uneafy  about  the 
prince's  fate. 

But,  to  return  to  Prince  Ahmed.  He 
fo  often  entertained  the  FairyParibanon 
with  thex  fultan  his  father,  without 
fpeaking  any  more  of  his  defire  to  fee 
him,  that  (he  comprehended  at  thefame 
time  what  he  meant;  and  perceiving 
this  retbraint  he  put  upon  himfelf,  and 
fearing  that  herrefufal  might  difpleafe, 
fhe  firft  inferred  foherfelf,  that  his  love 
for  her  was,  by  the  many  proofs  (he  had 
at  all  times,  iincere  j  and  then  confider- 

ing 
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infr  the  injuftice  (he  was  guilty  of,  by 
o('pofing  a  fon's  tendernefsfor  his  father, 
and  endeavouring    to    make   him    re- 
nounce that  natural  inclination,  (he  re- 
folved  to  grant  him  .the  leave  which  (lie 
fa w  he  always  fo  ardently  deflred;  and 
one  day  laid  to  him— 'Prince,  the  leave 
you  have  aflted  me,  to  go  and  lite  the 
(bl tan   your  father,  gave  nie   a   juft 
fear  that  it  was  only  a  pretext  to  (hew 
your  inconttancy,  and   to  leave  me; 
and  that  was  the  motive  which  maoe 
me  refufe  you.  But  now  I  am  fo  fully 
convinced,  by  ycur  actions  andwords^ 
that  I  can  depend  on  your  conftancy 
and  your  fteady  love,  I  change  my 
refolution,  and  grant  you  that  leave, 
upon  condition  that  you  will  fwear  to 
me  ftrft,  that  your  abfence  (hall  not 
be  long,  and   you   will  return   foon. 
You  ought  not  to  be  concerned  at  this 
condition,  iince  I  do  not  a(k  it  out  of 
a  diftruft,  but  to  (hew  you  the  iince- 
rity  of  my  love.' 

Fiti'Ce  Ahmed  would  have  thrown 
himfelf  at  the  fairy's  feet,  to  (hew  his 
acknowledgment;  but  (he  prevented 
him.  «  My  fultanefs,'  faid  he,  'lam 

*  fenfible  of  the  great  favour  you  grant 
«  me;  but  want  words  to  return   the 

*  thanks  it  deferves,  and   I  conceive  : 

*  f up  ply  this  defect,    I   conjure  you  5 
'  and  whatever  you  can  fuggeft  to  your- 
'   felf,     be    peifuaded     I    think    much 
«  more.     You  may   believe,    that  the 
«  oath  you  require  is  a  ple.ifure  to  me; 
'  and  I  take  it  moft  willingly,  Once  it 
'  is  not  pofBble  for  tne  to  live  without 
'   you.     I  go;  hutthe'haftel  will  make 
<  to  return  (hall  (hew  you,  that  it  is  not 
«  for  fear  of  being  forfworn,  but  that  I 

*  follow    my   inclination,  which   is  to 

*  live  with  you  for  ever;  and  if  I  am 

*  abfent  fome  time,  with  your  confent, 

*  I  (hall  always  avoid  the  trouble  a  too 
«  long  abfence  will  create  me.' 

Panbanon  was  the  more  charmed 
with  thefe  fentiments  of  Prince  Ah- 
med, becaufe  they  removed  the  fufpi- 
cions  »he  had  entertained  of  him,  fearing 
that  his  earneft  defire  to  go  to  fee  theful- 
tan  his  father  was  only  a  pretext  to 
break  his  faith  with  her.  '  Prince,' 
faid  (he,  'go  when  voupleafe.  But, 

*  firft,  do  not  take  it  amiis,  that  I  give 
«  you  feme  advice,  how  you  fhall  be- 
«  have  yourfelf  where  you  are  going. 

*  Firft,  I  do  not  think  it  proper  for  you 
'  to  tell  the  faltan  your  father  of  our 

*  marriage,  nor  of  my  quality,  nor  the 


phce  where  you  have  been.     Beg  of 
him   to  be  fatisfied    in  knowing  you 
are  happy,  and   defire  no  more;   and 
let  him  know,  that  the  fole  end  of 
your  vifit  is  to  make  him  eafy,  and 
inform  him  of  your  fate.' 
She  appointed  twenty  gentlemen,well 
mounted  and  equipped,  to  attend  him. 
When   all   was  ready,  Prince  Ahmed 
took  his  leave  of  the  fairy,  embraced 
her,  and  renewed  his  promife  to  return 
foon.     Then  his  horfe,  which  was  mod 
finely  caparilbjied,  and  was  as  beauti- 
ful a  creature  as   any  in/  the  Sultan  of 
the  Indies  ftahles,  was  Ijfed  to  him,  and 
he  mounted  him  with  an  extraordinary 
grace  and    pleafuic  to  the   fairy;  and 
after  he  had  bid   her  a  laft  adieu,  fet 
forward  on  his  journey. 

As  it  was  not  a  great  way  to  his  fa- 
ther's capital,  Prince  Ahmed  foon  ar- 
rived there.  The  people,  glad  to  fee 
him  again,  received  him  with  acclama- 
tions of  joy,  and  followed  him  in  crowds 
to  the  fultan's  apartment.  Thefultan 
received  and  embraced  him  with  great 
joy;  complaining  at  the  fame  time, 
with  a  fatherly  tendernefs,  of  the  af- 
fliction his  long  abfence  had  been  to 
him, which,  he  laid,  was  the  more  griev- 
ous, for  that  fortune  having  decided 
in  favour  of  Prince  Ali  his  brother  ha 
was  afraid  he  might  have  committed 
fome  ra(h  action. 

' Sir, 'replied  Prince  Ahmed,  'I  leave 
it  to  your  majefty  to  confider,  if, 
after  having  loft  the  Princefs  Nouron- 
nihar,  who  was  the  only  object  of  my 
defines,  I  could  refolve  to  be  a  witnefs 
of  Prince  Ali's  happinefs.  If  I  had 
been  capable  of  fo  mean  a  Ipirit,  what 
would  the  court  and  town  have 
thought  of  my  love,  or  what  your 
majelly?  Love  is  a  paffton  v<e  cannot 
throw  off  when  we  will;  it  rules  and 
governs  us,  and  will  not  permit  a  true 
lover  to  have  the  right  uie  of  his  rea- 
fon.  Your  m«ijefty  knows,  that  when 
I  (hot  nr.y  arrow,  the  moft  extraordi- 
nary thing  that  .ever  befel  any  body 
hapnened  to  me,  that  in  fo  large  and 
open  *  plain,  as  that  we  (hot  in,  my 
arrow  was  not  to  be  found  :  upon 
which  I  loft  the  prize,  though  there 
was  as  much  juftice  due  to  my  love, 
as  that  of  the  princes  my  brothers. 
Though  thus  vanquifhed  by  the  ca- 
price of  fate,  I  loft  no  time  in  vain 
complaints;  but  to  fatisfy  my  per- 
plexed mind,  in  an  adventure  which 
<  I  could 
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e  I  could  not  comprehend,  I  gave  my 
«  attendants  the  flip,  and  returned  back 
'  again  alone  to  look  for  my  arrow.  I 
«  fought  all  about  the  place  where 
'  Prince  Houflain's  and  Prince  Ali's 
4  were  found,  and  where  I  imagined 
'  mine  mould  fall;  but  ail  ray  labour 
«  was  in  vain.  However,.  I  was  not 
«  difmayed,  but  continued  my  fearch 
«  in  a  direftline,  and  looked  carefully 
'  about  where  I  could  guefs  it  might 
«  fall;  and  after  this  manner  had  gone 
'  above  a  league,  without  being  able 
«  to  meet  with  any  thing  like  an  ar- 

*  row. 

«  When  I  reflected,  that  it  was  not 
'  poflible  that  mine  fhould  fly  fo  far,  I 
«  flopped,  to  examine  with  myfeif,whe- 

*  ther  or  not  I  was  in  my  right  fenfes, 

<  to  flatter  myfelfwith  having  ftrength 

*  enough  to  fhoot  an  arrow  fo  much 
'  farther  than  any  of  the  greateft  heroes 
'  in  the  world  were  able  to  do.     After 
'  I  had  argued  thus  with  myfelf,  I  was 

*  ready  to  abandon  my  enterprize;  but 

*  when    I  was   putting  my  refolution 
'  in  execution,  I  found  myfelf  drawn 

*  forward  almoft  againft  my  will;  and 

*  after  having  gone  four  leagues,  to 

<  that  part  of  the  plain   where   it    is 
'  bounded  by  the  rocks,  I  perceived  my 
'arrow,  ran  and  took  it  up,  and  knew 
«  it  to  be    the  fame  which  I  had   fhot. 

*  But  knowing  that  it  was  not  found 
'  at  a  proper  time  or  place,  I  was  far 
'  from  thinking  your  majeftyhad  done 
f  me  any  injuftice,  in  declaring  for  my 
'  brother  Prince  Ali  ;  but  interpreted 

*  what  had  happened  to  me  quite  other- 

*  wife,  and  never  doubted    but   there 
«  was  a  myftery  in  it  to  my  advantage; 
'  the  difcovery  of  which  I  ought  not  to 
'  neglect, and  which  I  found  out,  with- 
«  out  going  much  farther.     But  as  to 

<  what  this  myftery  is,  1  beg  your  ma- 
'  jefty  will  not  take  it  ill   that  I   am 

*  filent,  and  that  you  will  be  fatisfied 
'  to  know  from  my  own  mouth,  that  I 
'  am  happy,  anci content  with  my  fate. 

«   In  the  midit   of  all  my  happinefs, 

*  the  only  thing  that  troubled  me,  or 
'  was  capable  of  difturbing   me,  was 
'  the  uneafinefs  I  feared  your  majefty 
'  was  in,  upon  account  of  my  leaving 

*  the  court,  and    your   not    knowing 

*  what  was  become  of  me  ;  therefore  I 
'  thought  it  my  duty  to  fatisfy  you  in 

*  this  point.  This  was  the  only  motive 

*  which  brought  me  hither;   and  the 

*  only  favour  I  aik  of  your  majefty  is, 


'  to  give  me  leave  to  come  often  and  pay 
'  you  my  refpe£ls,  and  to  know  how 

*  you  do.' 

*   Son,'  anfwered  the  Sultan  of  the 
Indies,   '  I  cannot  refufe  you  the  leave 

*  you  afk  me:  but  I  fhould  much  ra- 
'  ther  you  would   refolve  to  ftay  with 
'  me;  at  laaft  tell    me    where  I   may 

*  fend  to  you,  if  you  fhould  fail  to  come, 
«  or  when  I  may   think  your  p  re  fence 
'   neceflary.'— 'Sir,'  replied  Prince  Ah- 
rned,  *  what  your  rmjefty  a&s   of  me 

*  is  part  of  the  myftery  1  fpoke  to  your 

*  majefty  of,     I  beg  of  you  to  give  me 
f  leave  to   remain  lilent  on  this  head; 

*  for  I  fhall  come  fo  frequently,   tharl 

*  am    afraid    that    I    fhall    fooner    be 
'  thought  troublefome,  than  beaccufed 
'  of  negligence  in  my  duty,' 

The   Sultan   of  the    Indies     preffec! 
Prince  Ahmed   no   more;  but  faid  to 
him — *  Son,  I  penetrate  no  farther  into 
your  fecrets,  but  leave  you  at  your 
liberty;  but  can  tell  you  that  you  could 
not  do  me  a  greater  pleafure  than  to 
come,  and  by  your  prefence  reftoreto 
me  the  joy  I  have  not  felt  this  long 
time  ;  and  that  you  fhall  always  be 
welcome  when  you  come,  without  in- 
terrupting your  bufmefs  or  pleafure.* 
Prince  Ahmed   ftaid  but  three  days 
at  the  fultan  his  father's  court,  and  the 
fourth  returned  to  the  Fairy  Paribanon, 
who  did  not  expe«5l  him  fo  foon.     His 
diligence  made  her  condemn  herfelf  for 
fufpecling    his  want  of  fidelity.     Sire 
never  dilfembled  in  the  leaft,  but  frankly 
owned  her  weaknefs  to  the  prince,  and 
afked  his  pardon.     Thus  the  union  of 
thefe  two  lovers  became  perfeft. 

A  month  after  Prince  Ahmed's  re- 
tuin  from  paying  a  vifit  to  his  father, 
as  the  Fairy  Paribanon  had  obferved, 
tru\t  the  prince,  fmce  the  t;me  that  he 
gave  her  an  account  of  hi?  journey,  his 
difcourfe  with  his  father,  and  the  leave 
he  aflced  to  go  and  fee  him  often,  had 
rever  talked  of  the  fultan,  as  if  there 
bad  been  no  fuch  perfon   in  the  world, 
whereas,  before  he  was  always  fpeaking 
of  him,   fhe  thought  he  fcrebore  on  her 
account;  therefore  (lie  took  an  opportu- 
nity to  fay  to  him    one  day — 'Piince, 
tell  me,  have  you   forgot  the   fultan 
your  father?  Do   not  you  remember 
thepromiie  you  made,  to  go  and  fee 
him  ofien  ?  For  my  p?rt,  I  have  not 
forgot  what  you  told  me  at  your  re- 
turn; and  fo   put  you   in  mind  of  it, 
that  you  may  riot  be  long  before  you 
*  acquit 
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*  acquit  yourfelf  of  your  promife,  the 
'  firir  time  however.' 

*  Madam,'  replied   Prince  Ahmed, 
•with  the  fame  mirth  the  fairy  fpoke  to 
him — 'As  I  know  I  am  not  guilty  of 
the  forgttfulnds  you  fpeak  of,   I  ra- 
ther chuieto  be  thus  reproached, than 
ex  poled  to  a  refulal,  by  fhewing  un- 
ieafonably  a  dellre  for  a  thing  which 
you  might  not  t^e  plea  fed  to  grant  me 
fo'readiTjf.* — 'Prince,'  faid  the  fairy, 
I  would  have  you,   in  this  affair,  not 
have  fo  much   confideration  for  me: 
as  it  is   a  month  finct-  you  have  feen 
the  fuitan  your  father,  pay  him  ano- 
ther vifit  to-morrow;  and  after  that, 
go  and  (ee  him  once  a  month,  with- 
out fpeaking  to    me,  or  waiting  for 
my  leave.' 
Prince  Ahmed  went  the  next  morn- 
ing with  the  lame  attendants  as  ber'c.e, 
but  much  finer,  and  hiinfelf  more  irg- 
nificently  mounted,  equipped  anddreff- 
ed,  and  was  received  by  the  fuitan  wiih 
tfje  faiiK- joyand  fatisfa&ion.Forfeveral 
months  he  constantly  paid  his  vjfits,  and 
always  in  a  richer  and  finer  equipage. 
At  lait,  fome  viziers,  the  fu} tan's  fa- 
vourites, who  judged  of  Prince  Ah- 
med's grandeur  and  power  by  the  figure 
he  made,  aim  fed  the  liberty  the  fuitan 
gave  them  of  fpeakingto  him,  by  mak- 
ing him  jealous  of  his  fon.     They  re- 
prefented  to  him,  that  it  was  but  com- 
mon prudence  to  know  where  the  prince 
retired,  and  how  he  could  afford  to  live 
at  fuch  a  rate,  fmce  he  had  no  revenue 
nor  income  affigned  him,  and  that   he 
only  came  to  court  to  brave  him,  and  . 
to  (new  that  he  wanted  nothing  of  him 
to  live  like  a  prince;  and  it  was  to  be 
ftartd  he  might  inveigle  himfelf  into 
the  people's  favour,  and  dethrone  him. 
The  Sultan  of  the  Indies  was  fo  far 
from  thinking  that  Prince  Ahmed  could 
be  capable  of  fo  pernicious  a  deHgn,  as 
his  favourites  would  nuke  him  believe, 
that  he  faid  to  them— '  You  are  mifta- 

*  ken;  my  fon  loves  me,  and  I  am  cer- 

*  tain  of  his  tendernefs  and  fidelity,  as 

*  I  have  given  him  no  reafon  to  be  dif- 

*  gufted.' 

Upon  thefe  laft  words  one  of  the  fa- 
vourites took  an  opportunity  to  fay— 

*  Your  majefty,  in  the  opinion  of  peo- 

*  pie  of  molt  fenfe,    could    not  have 

*  taken  a  better  method  than  what  you 
'  have   done  with    the    three    princes, 

*  about  their   marriage  with  the  Prin- 
'  cefs  Nouronnihar j   but  who  knows 


'  whether  Prince  Ahmed  has  fubmittJdl 

*  to  hi?  fate  with  the   fame  resignation 

*  as  Prince  Hoi.flain?  May  not  heima- 
'^gine.   that  he  only  deferred  her;  and 
'"that    your    majelly,   by   leaving   that 
'  matter  to  be  decided  by  chance,  has 
'  done  him  ii.jult.ice? 

'  Your  majefty  may  fay,'  added  the 
malicious  favourite,  '  that  Prince  Ah- 
'  med  has  given  no  fign  of  a  diffatis- 

*  faction;  that  our  fe<irs  aie  vain;  that 

*  we  are  too  tafily  alarmed,  and  are  in 

*  the  wrong  j0   entertain   fufpicions  of 
'  this  nat»j:f, which  may  have  no  ground 
'  ag.air.lt  a  prince  of  his  blood.    But, 
4  Sir,'  purfued  thefavouritej'it  may  be 
'  alfo,thefe  fufpicions  are  well  ground- 
'  ed.     Your  majefty  is  feniible,  that  in 

*  fo  nice  and  important  an  affair    you 

*  cannot  be  too  much  upon  your  guard* 

*  Confider,  it  is  the  prince's  bufinefs 

*  todiffcmble,  amufe,  and  deceive  you  j 
«  and  the  danger  is  the  greater,  as  the 
'  prince  refides  not  far  from  yourcapi- 
«  tal:    and  if  your  majelty  give  but,the 
'  fame  attention  that  we  do,  you  may 

*  obferve,  that  every  time  he  comes,  he 

*  and  his  attendants  are  frefh,  and  their 
'  cloaths  and   houfings  are  clean  and 

*  blight,  as  if  they  were  come  from  the 
'  maker's  hand;  and  their  horfes  look 

*  as  if  they  had  only  been  walked  out. 
«  Thefe  are  fuch  fufficient  figns  that 

'  Prince  Ahmed  does  not  come  a  great 

*  way,   that  we  fhould   think  ourfelves 

*  wanting   in    our  duty,  if  we  did  not 
'  make  our  humble  remonftrances,that, 
'  for  your  own  prefervation,  and  the 

*  gocd  of  your  people,   you  might  take 
'  fuch  nieafureb  as  you  fliall  think  fit.' 

When  the  favourite  had  made  an 
end  of  this  long  fpeech,  the  fuitan  faid 
— *  Be  it  as  it  will,  I  do  not  hcliev"  r/iy 

*  ion  Ahmed  is  fo  wickedas  j(         juld 
'  perluade  me  he  is;    howev*   ,  I  am 
'  obliged  to  you  for  your  good  advice; 
«  and  do  not  difpute  but  that  it  pro- 

*  ceeds  from  your  good  intentions.1 
The  Sultan  of  the  Indies  faid  this, 

that  his  favourites  might  not  know  the 
impreffions  their  difcourfe  had  made  on 
his  mind;  which  had  fo  alarmed  him, 
that  he  refolved  to  have  Prince  Ahmed 
watched,  unknown  to  his  grand  vizier. 
For  this  end  he  fent  for  the  magician, 
who  was  introduced  by  a  back-door 
into  his  apartment.  '  Thou  toldcft  me 

*  the  truth, 'faid  he,  'when  thou  aifur- 
'  edft  rne  my  fon  Ahmed  was  alive,  for 
<  which  I  am.  obliged  to  thee?  but  nowr 

*  thott 
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thou  rmift  do  me  another  pleafure.  I 
have  ii-en  him  fince,  and  he  comes  to 
my  court  every  riionth:  hut  I  rannot 
learn  tVom  hi  n  where  he  reliies  ;  and 
I  would  not  fotce  his  fecrefrutnf  him, 
but  believe  the  c  capable  of  fatisfymg 
my  curiofity,  without  letting  hi:n, 
or  any  of  my  court,  know  any  thing 
of  the  matter.  Thou  knoweft,  that 
at  this  prefent  he 'is  here  with  n>e,  and 
is  ufed  to  go  away  without  taking 
leave  of  nie,  or  any  of  my  court. 
Go  immediately  upon  the  road,  and 
watch  him  to  tffeftually,  as  to  find 
out  where  he  retires,  and  bring  me 
word . ' 

The  magician  left  the  fultan;  and 
knowing  the  place  where  Prince  Ah- 
med found  his  arrow,  went,  immedi- 
ately thither,  and  hid  herfelf  near  the 
rocks,  fo  that  nobody  could  lee  her. 

The  next  morning  Prince  Ahmed  fet 
out  by  day-break,  without  taking  leave 
cither  of  the  fultan,  or  any  of  his  court, 
according  to  cuftom.  The  magician 
feeing  him  coming,  followed  him  with 
her  eyes,  till  on  a  fudden  fhe  loft  light 
of  him  and  his  attendants. 

As  the  rocks  were  very  ileep  and 
craggy,  they  were  an  insurmountable 
barrier;  fo  that  the  magician  judged 
that  there  were  but  two  things  for  it; 
either  that  the  prince  retired  into  fome 
cavern,  or  an  abode  of  Genii  or  fairies. 
Thereupon  (he  came  out  of  the  place 
where  (he  was  hid,  and  went  direftly  to 
the  hollow  way,  which  fhe  traced  till 
fhe  came  to  the  farther  end,  looking 
carefully  about  on  all  fides.  But,  not- 
withftanding  all  her  diligence,  could 
perceive  no  opening,  not  fo  much  as 
the  iron  gate  which  Prince  Ahmed  dif- 
covered,  which  was  to  be  feen  and 
.one  but  men,  and  only  to 
fuch\v,  ^  prefence  was  agreeable  to 
the  Fairy  raribanon. 

The  magician,  who  faw  it   was  in 

vain  for  her  to  fearch  any  farther,  was 

obliged  to  be  fatisfied  with/the  difcovery 

{he  had  made,  and  returned  to  give  the 

fultan  an  account.    When  fhe  had  told 

him    what  (he  had  done,  (lie  added— 

Your  majefty  mayeafily  underftand, 

after  what  I  have  had  the  honour  to 

tell  you,  it  will  be  no  hard  matter  to 

give  you  the  fatisfa£lton  you  defireof 

Prince  Ahmed's  conduct.    I  will  not 

tell  you  now  what  I  think,  but  chufe 

to  let  you  know  it  when  I  can  do  it, 


'  and  can  give  a  jtift  accounf;  to  do 

*  which  I  only  afk  time,  and  that  you 
1   will  have  patience,  anH  give  me  leave 
'  to  do  it  without   knowjng  firft  what 
1  meafures  I  defign  ro  nice  ' 

The  fultan  w~s  vn-y  well  pleafed 
with  the  magician's  con  lucij  an  i  faid 
to  her — *  DJ  vcu  as  you  think  fir;  I 
'  wil'  wait  patiently  the  evert  of  your 

*  proraiffst'and  toeneourat  e  her,  made 
her  a  prefrnt  of  4  diamond   of  great 
value,     telling    Ler,     it    v/^s    only   an 
earned  of  the   rt-compence  (he    (hould 
have,    if  (he  did   him   that    important 
piece  of  fervice,  which   he  left  to  her 
management. 

As  Prince  Ahmed  had  obtained  the 
Faii-yParibanon's  leave  to  goto  theSuU 
tan  o'f  the  Indies  court  once  a  month, 
he  never  failtd;  and  the  magician  know- 
ing the  time,  went  a  day  or  two  before 
to  the  foot  of  the  rock,  where  me  loll 
fight  of  the  prince  and  his  attendants, 
and  waited  there  with  an  intention  td 
execute  the  project  (he  had  in  her  head. 
The  next  morning,  Prince  Ahmed 
went  out  as  ufual  at  the  iron  gate,  wivh 
the  fame  attendants  as  before,  and  pnfu 
ed  by  the  magician,  whom  he  knew  not 
to  be  fuch;  and  feeing  her  lie  with  her 
head  againft  the  rock,  and  complaining; 
as  if  (lie  was  in  great  pain,  he  pitied 
her,  turned  his  horfe  about,  and  went 
to  her,  and  a(ked  her  what  was  the  mat- 
ter with  her,  and  what  he  could  do  to 
eafe  her. 

The  artful  forcerefs  looked  at  thtf 
prince  in  a  pitiful  manner,  without 
ever  lifting  up  her  head,  and  anfwered 
in  broken  words  and  fighs,  as  if  (he 
could  hardly  fetch  her  breath,  that  (he 
was  going  to  the  capital  city  j  butinths 
way  thither  fhe  was  taken  with  fo  vio- 
lent a  fever,  that  her  ftrength  filled  her, 
and  (he  was  forced  to  lie  clown  whersi 
he  faw  her,  far  from  any  habitation," 
and  without  any  hopes  of  afTiihnce. 

'  Good  woman,' replied  Prince  Ah- 
med,  'you  are  not  fo  far  from  help  as 
you  imagine;  I  am  ready  to  afiiit  you^ 
and  convey  you  where  you   fliall  not 
only  have  ailpoiTiblc  care  taken  of  you, 
but  where  you  will  meet  with  a  fpee- 
dy  cure:  only  get  up  a:id  let  one  of 
my  people  take  you  behind  him.' 
At  theie  words,  the  magician,  who! 
pretended  ficknefs  only  to  know  where 
the  prince  lived,  and  what  he  did,  re- 
fufed  not  the  charitable  offer  he  made 
4 1  herj 
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her;  and  that  her  actions  might  corre- 
fpond  with  her  words,  (he  made  many 
pretended  vain  endeavours  to  get  up. 
At  the  fame  time,  two  of  the  prince's 
attendants  alighted  off  their  horles,  help- 
ed her  up,  and  fet  her  behind  another, 
and  mounted  their  horfes  again,  and 
followed  the  prince,  who  turned  hack 
to  the  iron-gate,  which  was  opened  by 
one  of  his  retinue,  who  rid  before  : 
and  when  he  came  into  the  outward 
court  of  the  fairy's,  without  dii'mount- 
ing  himfelf,  he  fentto  tell  her  he  want- 
ed to  fpeak  with  her. 

The  Fairy  Paribanon  came  with  all 
imaginable   hafte,  not   knowing  what 
made  Prince  Ahmed    return   fo  foon  ; 
who  not  giving  her  time  to  aflc  him  the 
reafon,   faid — '  Princefs,  I  defire   you 
would  have  companion  on  this  good 
woman,'  pointing  to  the   magician, 
who  was  held  up  by  two  of  his  retinue. 
I  found  her  in  the  condition  you  fee 
her  in,  and  promifed    her   the  aflift- 
ance  me  ftands  in  need  of}  and  am 
perfuaded  that  you,  out  of  your  own 
goodnefs,  as  well  as  upon  my  entrea- 
ty, will  not  abandon  her.' 
The  Fairy  Paribanon,  who  had  her 
eyes  fixed    upon   the  pretended    fick 
woman   all  the  time  that  the  prince 
was  talking   to  her,   ordered    two   of 
her  women  who  followed  her,  to  take 
her  from  the  two   men  that  held   her, 
and  carry  her  into  an  apartment  of  the 
palace,  and  take  as  much  care  of  her 
as  of  herfelf. 

Whilft  the  two  women  executed  the 
fairy's  commands,  (he  went  up  to 
Prince  Ahmed 5  and,  whifpering  him  in 
the  ear,  faid — 'Prince,  I  commend  your 
compaflion,  which  is  worthy  of  you 
and  your  birth;  I  take  a  great  pleafure 
in  gratifying  your  good  intention: 
but  give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  I  am 
afraid  it  will  be  but  ill  rewarded. 
This  woman  is  not  fo  fick  as  (lie  pre- 
tends to  be}  and  I  am  very  much 
miftaken  if  me  is  not  an  impoftor, 
who  will  be  the  caufe  of  great  trou- 
ble to  you.  But  do  not  be  concerned 5 
let  what  will  be  devifed  againft  you, 
be  perfuaded,  that  I  will  deliver  you 
out  of  all  the  fnares  that  (hall  be  laid 
for  you.  Go,  and  purfue  your  jour- 
ney.' 

This  difcourfc  of  the  fairy  did  not 
in  the  leaft  fright  Prince  Ahmed.  «  My 
«  princcfs,'  faid  he,  «  as  I  do  not  re- 


member I  ever  did,  or  defigned  any 
body  an  injury,  I  cannot  believe  any 
body  can  have  a  thought  of  doing 
me  one:  but  if  they  have,  I  (hall  not, 
neverthelefs,  forbear  doing  good, 
whenever  I  have  an  opportunity.* 
After  faying  fo,  he  took  his  leave  of 
the  fairy,  and  fet  forward  again  for  his 
father's  capital,  where  he  foon  arrived, 
and  was  recived  as  ufual  by  the  fultan, 
who  difguifed,  as  much  aspoflible,  the 
trouble  the  difcourfe  and  fufpicion  of 
his  favourites  had  given  him. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  two  women 
carried  the  magician  into  a  very  fine 
apartment,  richly  furniftied.  Firit 
they  fat  her  down  upon  a  fofa,  with  her 
back  fupported  with  a  cufhion  of  a  gold 
brocade,  while  they  made  a  bed  on  the 
fame  fofa  before  her,  the  quilt  of  which 
was  finely  embroidered  with  filk,  the 
meets  of  the  fineft  linen,  and  the  cover- 
lid cloth  of  gold.  When  they  had  put 
her  into  bed,  (for  the  old  forcerefs  pre- 
tended that  her  fever  was-  fo  violent  (he 
could  not  help  herfelf  in  the  leaft)  .one 
of  the  women  went  out,  and  returned 
foon  again,  with  a  china  diih  in  her 
hand,  full  of  a  certain  liquor,  which 
(he  prefentectto  the  magician,  while  the 
other  helped  her  up  on  her  breech ; 
*  Drink  this  liquor,"  faid  /he;  « it 
'  is  the  water  of  the  fountain  of  lions, 
'  and  a  fovereign  remedy  againft  all  fe- 
'  vers  whatfoever.  You  will  find  the 
'  good  effeft  of  it  in  lefs  than  an  hour's 
'  time.' 

The  magician,  to  diflemble  the  bet- 
ter, took  it,  after  a  great  deal  of  entrea- 
ty, as  if  (he  was  very  much  averfe  to 
take  that  potion ;  but  at  laft  (he  took  the 
china  di(h,  and  holding  back  her  head, 
fwallowed  down  the  liquor.  When  (he 
was  laid  down  again,  the  two  women 
covered  her  up;  *  Lie  quiet,'  faid  (he 
who  brought  her  the  china  cup,  <  and 
'  get  a  little  fleep,  if  you  can:  we  will 
'  leave  you,  and  hope  to  find  you  per- 
'  feftly  cured  when  we  come  an  hour 
'  hence.' 

The  magician,  who  came  not  to  a£l 
a  fick  part  long,  but  only  to  difcover 
Prince  Ahmed's  retreat,  and  what  made 
him  leave  his  father's  court,  being  fully 
fatisfied  in  what  (he  wanted  to  know, 
would  willingly  have  declared  that  the 
potion  had  then  had  it's  effefts  j  fo 
great  was  her  defire  to  return  to  the 
fultan,  to  inform  him  of  the  fuccefs  of 

her 
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her  commiffion  :  but  as  fhe  had  been 
told  that  the  potion  did  not  operate  im- 
mediately, fhe  was  forced  to  wait  the 
womens  return. 

The  two  women  came  again  at  the 
time  they  (aid  they  fhould,  and  found 
the  magician  got  up  and  dreffed,  and 
fat  upon  the  fofa;  who,  when  fhe  faw 
them  open  the  door  of  her  apartment, 
cried  out — '  O  admirable  potion!  it 
has  wrought  it's  cure  much  fooner 
than  you  'told  me  it  would  j  and  1 
have  waited  a  long  time  with  impa- 
tience, to  defire  you  to  carry  me  to 
your  charitable  miftrefs,  to  thank  her 
for  her  kindnefs  ;  for  which  I  fhail 
always  be  obliged  to  her,  fmce,  being 
thus  cured  to  a  miracle,  I  fhall  not 
lofe  any  time,  but  fhall  be  able  to 
profecute  my  journey.' 
The  two  women,  who.  were  fairies  as 
well  as  their  miftrefs,  after  they  had 
told  the  magician  how  glad  they  were 
that  fhe  was  cured  f'o  foon,  walked  be- 
fore'her,  and  conduced  her  through  fe- 
veral  apartments,  all  more  noble  than 
that  wherein  fhe  lay,  into  a  large  hall, 
fhe  moft  richly  and  magnificently  fur- 
nifhedof  all  the  palace. 

Paribanon  was  fat  in  this  hall,  on  a 
throne  of  ma  fly  gold,  enriched   with 
diamonds,   rubies,  and  pearls,  of  an 
extraordinary  fize,  and  attended  on  each 
hand  by  a  great  number  of  beautiful 
fairies,   all  richly   cloathed.     At  the 
fight  of  fo  much  majefty,  the  magician 
was  not  only  dazzled,  but  was  fo  amaz- 
ed, that,  after  fhe  had  proftrated  herfelf 
before  the  throne,  fhe  could  not  open 
her  lips  to  thank  the  fairy,  as  fhe  pro- 
pofed.     However,  Paribanon  faved  her 
the  trouble  ;  and  faid  to  her — *  Good 
woman,  I  am  glad  I  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  oblige  you,  and  to  fee  you 
are  able  to  purfue  your  journey.     I 
will  not  detain  you:  but  perhaps  you 
may  not  be  difpleafed  to  fee  my  pa- 
lace j  follow  my  women,  and  they 
will  fhew  it  to  you.' 
The  old  forcerefs,  who  had  not  power 
nor  courage  to  fay  a  word,  proftrated 
herfelf  with  her  head  to  the  tapeftry  that 
covered  the  foot  of  the  throne  a  fecond 
time,  and  fo  took  her  leave ;  and  was 
conducted  by  the  two  fairies  through 
all  the  fame   apartments  which  were 
fhewn  to  Prince  Ahmed  at  his  firft  ar- 
rival there;  and  examining  all  therichea 
and  magnificence,  fhe  often  made  great 


exclamations.  But  what  was  the  greateft 
fubject  of  her  admiration,  was,  that  the 
two  fairies  told  her  that  all  fhe  faw,  and 
was  furprized  at,  was  a  mere  trifle,  in 
refpecl  of  their  miftrefs's  grandeur  and 
riches  j  and  that,  in  the  extent  of  her 
dominions,  fhe  had  fo  many  palaces, 
that  they  could  not  tell  the  number  of 
them,  all  of  different  models  and  ar- 
chitecture, and  as  magnificent  and 
noble.  In  talking  of  a  great  many 
other  particulars,  they  brought  her  at 
laft  to  the  iron -gate  at  which  Prince 
Ahmed  brought  her  in;  and  which, 
after  fhe  had  taken  her  leave  of  them, 
and  thanked  them  for  the  pains  they 
had  taken,  they  opened,  and  wifhed  her 
a  good  journey. 

After  the  magician  had  gone  a  little 
way?  fhe  turned  back  again  to  obferve 
the  door,  and  know  it  again  ;   but  all 
in  vain  :    for,  as  before  obferved,    it 
was  invifible  to  her  and  all  other  wo- 
men.    Except  in  this  circumftance,  fhe 
was  Very  well  fatisfied  with  executing 
the  commiflion  fhe  had  taken  upon  her- 
felf, and  pofted    away  to   the  fultan. 
When  fhe  came  to  the  capital,  fhe  went 
a  great  many  bye- ways  to  get  privately 
to  the  back-door  of  the  iultan's  pa- 
lace; who,  being  informed  of  her  ar- 
rival, fent  for  her  into  his  apartment  j 
and  perceiving  a  melancholy  hang  up- 
on her  countenance,  he  thought  fhe  had 
not  fucceeded  ;  and  faid  to  her — '  By 
thy  looks,  I  gtiefs  that  thy  journey 
has  been  to  no  purpofe,  and  that  thou 
haft  not  made  the  difcovery  I  expect- 
ed from  thy  diligence.' — *  Sir,'  re- 
died  the  magician,  *  your  majefty  muft 
give  me  leave  to  reprefent  to  you, 
that  you  ought  not  to  judge  by  my 
looks  whether  or  no  I  have  behave'd 
myfelf  well  in  the  execution  of  the 
commands  you  were  pleafed  to  ho- 
nour me  with  ;    but   by  the  faithful 
reports  I  fhall  make  you  of  all  that 
has  happened  to  me,    and  by  which, 
you  will  find  that  I  have  not  neg- 
lected any  thing   that  could  render 
me  worthy  of  your  approbation.  The 
melancholy  you  cbierve  in  my  face, 
proceeds  from  another  caufe  than  the 
want  of  fucceis;  which  I  hope  your 
majefty  will  have  all  the  reafon  in  the 
world  to  be  content  with,   and  of 
which,  if  you  will  have  patience,  the 
relation  I  am  going  to  give  will  in- 
form you*1 

4  I  »  Then 
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Then  the  magician  related  to  the 
Sultan  of  'he  Indies,  how  fhe,  pretend- 
ing to  he  Tick,  Prince  Ahmed,  moved 
\vith  coTpalTion,  had  her  carried  into 
a  fubterraneotis  abode,  and  prefented 
and  recommended  her  himlelf  to  a  fairy 
of  incomparable  beauty,  defiring  .<er, 
by  her  csre,  to  contribute  towards  her 
health.  Then  (ht  told  him  with  how 
much  complaifance  tVu  fairy  prefently 
ordered  two  fairies  who  attended  her  to 
take  care  of  her,  and  not  to  leave  her 
till  (he  was  recovered  •  «  Which  great 

*  condefcerllr  n,1  laid  (he,   '  coiild  pro- 

*  ceed  from  :v;  other  pc-lon  but  from  a 

*  wife  to  a  bufband.'    Afterwards;  the 
old  iorcerefs  exaggerated  on  bur  fnr- 
prizi  at  the  front  of  the  palace;  which, 
liie    faid,    had    i.ot    it's    fellow  in  tie 
world  ;  and  gave  him  an  account  how 
the  two  fairies  held  her  up  by  each  ai.n 
like  a  fick  peiibn,  as  fi»e  feigned  to  be, 
tha'  could  r.ot  walk  or  fupport  herfelf  ; 
and  ,'-.?de  a  lor.^  iUry  of  the  care  fiey 
took  of  her,  .  *fe:  they  had  led  her  imo 
an  a-VfTtmcrit ;  of  the  potion  they  made 
her  dr ':•>!<,  and  the  q'licknefs  of  her 
cure  3  how  fhe  ftill   p.ete.ided  ficknefs, 
thoi'gn  she  never  douuted  of  the  virtue 
of  the  draught.   Bi  c.  above  all,  flie  was 
fure  not  to   f<.  rget  th,-   rnajetty  oi   the 
fairy,    lea.e  •    jn  a  throne  that    dione 
again  with  j  "-vfif,  the  value  of  wSich 
exceeded  all  the  riches  of  the  kingdom 
of  the  [•  dies;  and  tk'.r,  in  fhort  .il!  the 
other  riches  winch  were  included  *n  that 
vail  palace  were  immenfe. 

Here  the  niifici  :n,  iinifhi;  g  the  re- 
lation of  the  fuccffscf  her  commiflion, 
and  continuing  her  difcourfe,  fai<! — 
What-  does  your  majefty  think  of 
thtfe  unheatd'-of  riches  of  the  fairy  ? 
Perhaps  you  will  lay  that  you  are 
ftruck  wit!)  admiration,  and  rejoice 
at  the  good  fortune  of  Prince  Ah- 
med your  ion.  we,  enjoys  them  in 
common  with  ihe  fairy..  For  my  part, 
Sir,  I  beg  of  your  roajefty  to  forgive 
me,  if  I  take  the  libtny  to  remon- 
ftrate  to  you  that  I  think  Ltlin  v\  ;l"r  ; 
and  to  tell  you,  that  1  IhuJ.L-r  when 
1  coufider  the  misfortune  wriich  may 
happen  to  you.  And  this  is  the  me- 
lancholv  which  I  could  not  Co  well 
diflemble,  and  you  fo  foon  perceived. 
I  would  helieve  that  Prince  Ahmed, 
of  his  own  n  ture,  is  incapable  of  un- 
<5cTtaK.ing  any  thing  -igaintt  yourma- 
'  jelly;  but  who  can  anfwer  ih.u  the 
*  fairy,  by  her  charrns  and  carefTcs,  and. 


the  influence  flie   has   already  over 
him,  may  not  infpire  him  with  a  per- 
nicious   deiign    of  dethroning   your 
majefty,  and  feizing  the  crown  of  the 
Indies  ?    This  is  what  your  majelty 
ought  to  confider  as  a  ferious  affair, 
of  the  utmoft  importance.' 
Though  the  Sultan  of  the  Indies  was 
very  well    perfuaded  that  Prince  Ah- 
med's   natural   difpofjtion   was  good, 
yet  he  could  noc  he!;>  being  concerned 
at  the  difcourfe  of  the  old  forcerefs;  to 
whom,  whe.i   (he  was  for  taking  her 
leave,  he  iam--'  I  thank  tiiee  for  the 
'  pains  thou  haft  taken,  and  thy  whole- 
'  fome  advice.     I  am  fo  lenfible  of  the 
'  great  importance  it  is  to  me,  that  I 
*  Ihall  deliberate  upon  it  in  council." 

Accordingly,  he  returned  to  his  fa- 
vourites, with  whom  he  was  confuhing 
when  he  was    told  of  the  magician's 
arrival,  and  ordered  her  to  follow  him. 
Me  acquainted  them  with  what  he  had 
learnt;  ana  communicated  to  them  alfo 
the  reafon  he  hid  to  fear  the  •   iry's, in- 
fluence over  the  prince    .  .jj  <uKed  them. 
what  meafnres  they  t nought  molt  pro- 
per to  be  taken    'o  prevent  fo  great  a 
misfortune.     1     which  one  of  ;he  fa- 
vourites,  tak'n^      -on  himfelf  to  fpealc 
for  the  reft,  faiJ — '  >'  *.-ir  majefty  knows 
w'lomuft  be  theaui'ior;  and  now  he 
is  in  yovr  r.>urt,  and  in  your  power, 
you  uufc,'"i  to  make  no  fcruple  to  put 
him  ur    .r  an  arreftj   and  I  will  not 
fay  take  ;way  hi:-  life,  but  make  him 
a  cloie  prifoner  while  he  lives.'  This 
advi-e«:i'   the  other  favourites  unani- 
mcuily  applauded. 

Ti-f-ri  the  r,vigicir*n.  who  tliought  it 
too  violent,  .;ikfd  the  fultan  leave  to 
fpeak.  ;  which  he  granting  her,  flie 
{•aid — '  Sir,  I  am  perfuaded  that  the 
zeal  o!'  your  counfellors  for  your  ma- 
jefty's  intereft  makes  them  propofa 
the  sfrefting  Prince  Ahmed.  But, 
perhaps,  they  will  not  take  it  amifs, 
if  I  offer  to  your  and  their  confedera- 
tion, that  if  yuu  aireit  the  prince, 
you  muft  alfo  detain  his  retinue,  who 
are  all  Genii :  and  it  is  to  be  thought 
ir  will  not  be  eafy  to  feize  and  ft  cure 
their  perfons/  Is  not  their  property 
fuch  that  they  can  render  themfelves 
invifible,  and  tranfport  themfelves  to 
the  fairy,  and  gj.ve  her  an  account  of 
the  infult  offered  to  her  liufband  ? 
And  can  it  be  (uppofed  that  fhe  will 
let  it  go  unrevenged?  But  would  it 
not  be  better,  if,  by  any  other  means, 
«  which 
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which  might  not  make  fo  great  a 
noife,  the  fultan  could  fecure  hi-nfelf 
againftany  ill  defigns  Prince  Ahmed 
may  have  againft  him,  and  nut  injure 
nis  majefty's  honour,  or  any  body  be 
t'ufpe&ed  of  giving  evil  counfel?  If 
'MS  majefty  has  any  opinion  of  my 
$dvic4,  as  G  '.ui  and  Fairies  can  do 
t'  .  impracticable  to  men,  it  would 
p \L  u;  prince  Ahim:d  in  his  honour, 
to  !  ..-TC.  ^hi  n,  bv  -reaiis  of  the  Fairy, 
to  procure  you  certain  advantages, 
whici.  hs  will  he  obliged  to  do.  As 
for  ex  -mple,  every  time  your  msj^lty 
govs  into  the  field,  you  are  obliged 
to  be  at  a  grest  expence,  not  only  in 
pavilions  and  tents  for  your  army, 
but  likewiie  in  mules  and  camels  to 
carry  their  baggage.  Now,  might 
not  you  engage  him  to  ule  hi*  interelt 
with  the  fairy  to  procure  you  a  tent, 
which  might  he  carried  in  a  man's 
hand,  and  which  mould  be  fo  large 
as  to  (helter  your  whole  army  againft 
bad  weather? 

'«  I  need  fay  no  more  to  your  majefty. 
If  the  prince  brings  fuch  a  tent,  you 
may  make  a  great  many  other  de- 
mands of  the  fame  nature;  fo  that  at 
laft  he  may  fink  undei  the  difficulties 
the  impoffibility  of  the  executing  of 
them  will  put  him  to,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  power  and  fertile  inventions 
of  the  fairy,    who   has   enticed  him 
from. you  by  her  enchantments,   that 
at  laft  he  will  be  alhamed  to  appear, 
and  will  be  forced  to  pals  the  reft  of 
his  life  with  the  fairy,  excluded  from 
any  commerce  with  the  world  :  and 
then  your  majefty  will  have  no  rea- 
fon  to  be  afraid  of  any  enterprizes 
from  him,  and  cannot  be  reproached 
with  fo  deteftable  an   action  as  the 
fhedding  of  a  fon's  blood,  or  making 
him  a  prifonr-r  for  life,' 
When  the  magician  had  finilhed  her 
fpeech,  the  fultan  aikcd  his  favourites 
if  they  had  any  thing  better  to  propofe ; 
and  finding  them  all  filent,  determined 
to  follow  the  magician's  advice,  as  the 
moft  reafonable  and  mott  agreeable  to 
his  mild  government. 

The  next  day,  when  the  prince  came 
into  his  father's  pretence,  -who  was 
talking  with  his  favourites,  and  had 
fat  down  by  them,  after  a  converfation 
pn  different  fubje&s,  the  fultan,  ad- 
<d retting  himfelf  to  Prince  Ahmed,  faid 
-— '  Son,  when  you  came  and  difpelled 
*  thofe  clouds  of  melancholy  which 


your  long  abfence  had  brought  upon 
me,   you  made  the  place  of  your  re- 
tirat  a  myftery  to  me  ;  I  was  fatisfied 
to  iee  vou  again,  and  know  that  you 
was    content    with    your  conditionj 
and  would  nor  penetrate  farther  into 
your  fecret,  which  I  found  you  did 
not  care  I   fhould.     I  do  not  know 
why  you  mould  ufe  a  father  after  this 
manner,  who  ever  was,  and  will  be, 
glad  of  your  happinefs.    However,  I 
know  your  good  fortune,  and  very 
much    approve  of  your  conduct  in 
marrying  a  fairy  fo  worthy  of  your 
love,  and  fo  rich  and  powerful  ;  as, 
I  am  informed,  it  was  not  poffible 
for  me  to  have  procured  fo  great  a 
match  for  you :    and   now  you  are 
railed  to  fo  high  a  rank  as  to  be  en- 
vied by  every  body,  but  me  your  fa- 
ther, I  notoniy  defireyoti  to  preferve 
the  good  underftanding  between  us 
which  we  have  lived  in  hitherto,  but 
that  you  will  ufe  your  credit  with  the 
fairy,  to  obtain,  for  me  a  little  of  her 
afliftance,  which  I  ftand  in  need  of  in 
one  circumftance;  and  therefore  wilt 
make  a  trial  of  your  intereft. 
'  You  are  not  infenfible  what  a  great 
expence,  not  to  mention  the  embar- 
raffment  to  my  generals  and  officers, 
tents,  pavilions,  and  the  mules  anct 
camels  which  carry  them,  are  to  m£ 
every  time  I  take  the  field.     Now,  if 
you  would  but  give  your  attention  to 
do  me  a  pleafure,  I  am  pei  fuaded  you 
could  eafily  procure  from  her  a  pa- 
vilion that  might  be  carried  in  a  marf« 
hand,  and  which  would  extend  over 
a  large  army.    Befides,  when  you  let 
her  know  it  is  for  rne,  though  it  may 
be  a  difficult  thing,  fhe  will  not  re- 
fufe  you :  all  the  world  knows  that 
fairies  are  capable  of  doing  moft  ex- 
traordinary things.* 
Prince  Ahmed  never  expected  that 
the  fultan  his  father  would  have  afked 
fuch  a  thing,  which  at  firft  appeared  fo 
difficult,  not  to  fay  impoffible.  Though 
he  knew  not  abfolutely  how  great  the 
power  of  Genii  and  Fairies  wns,  he 
doubted  whether  it  extended  fo  far  as 
to  compafs  fuch  a  tent  as  his  father  de- 
fjred.     Moreover,  he  had  never  aflced 
any  thing  of  the  Fairy  Paribanon ;  but 
was  fatisfied  with  the  many  and  con- 
tinual  proofs  he  had  given  him  of  her 
paffion,   which  he   ftudied  to"  preferve, 
without  any  views  of  intereft,  farther 
than  her  lovej  therefore  he  was  in  the 
greateft 
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greateft  embarralTaient  imaginable  what 
anfwer  to  make.     At  la(t,  he  replied — 

*  It",  Sir,  after  the  finding  my  arrow, 
c  I  have  made  my  a&ions  a  fecret  to 
'  you,  the  reafon  was,  that  it  was  of  no 

*  great   importance  to  you   to  be  in- 

*  formed  of  them  ;  and  though  I  know 

*  not  how  this  myftery   h:is  been  re- 

*  vealed  to  you,    I  cannot  deny  but 

*  your  information  is  very  jull.  I  have 

*  married   the  fairy   you   fpeak   of:   I 
c  love  her,  and  am  perfuaded  (he  loves 
'  me;  but  can  fay  nothing  to  the  in- 
«  fluence  your  majefty  believes  I  have 

*  over  her;     It  is  what  I  have  not  yet 

*  made  an-  experiment  of,  nor  thought 
'  of;  and  fhould  be  very  glad  if  you 
e  would  difpenfe  with  me  from  under- 
'  talcing  it :  but  let  me  enjoy  the  hap- 

*  pinefs  of  loving  and  being  beloved, 
€  without  any  other  views  of  intereft. 
«  But  the  demand  of  a  father  is  a  com- 
«  manci  upon  every  child  like  me,  who 
'  think  it  rny  duty  to  obey  him  in  every 

*  thing  :    and,   though  it   is   with  the 
'  greateft  reluctance  imaginable,  I  will 

*  not  fail  to  afk  the  favour  of  my  wife 
«  your   majefty  defires,    but  will   not 

*  promife  you  to  obtain  it;  and  if  I 
'  fhould  not  have  the  honour  to  come 
'  again-  to  pay  you  my  refpe6ls,  that 

*  &all  be  the  fign  that  I  have  not  had 

*  fbccefs.     But,  beforehand,   I  defire 

*  you  to  forgive  me,  and  confider  that 
«  you  yourfelf  have  reduced  me  to  this 
'  extremity.' 

*  Son,'  replied  the  Sultan  of  the  In- 
dies, '  I  fhould  be  very  forry  that  what 
«  I  afk  of  you  fhould  caufe  me  the  dif- 

*  pleafure  of  never  feeing  you  more. 

*  I  find  you  do  not  know  the  power  a 

*  hufband  has  over  a  wife  •,  and  yours 
«  would  (hew  that  her  love  to  you  was 

*  very  indifferent,  if  (he,  with  the  power 
«  ffie  has  of  a  fairy,  fhould  refute  you 

*  fo  trifling  a  requefl  as  this  I  defire 
«  you  to  alk  of  her  for  my  fake.     Lay 
'  afide  your  fears,  which  entirely  pro- 

*  ceed    from    your    believing     your- 

*  felf  not  loved  fo  well  as  you  would 

*  be.  Go,  and  afk  her  only  ;  you  will 
«  find  that  the  fairy  loves  you  better 
<  than  you  imagine:    and  remember, 

*  that  people,  for  want  of  afking,  often 

*  lofe  great  advantages.     Think  with 
«  yourfelf,  that,  as  you  love  her,  you 
f  could  refufe  her  nothing:  therefore, 
«  if  fhe  loves  you,  no  more  can  flie  re- 

*  fa  fey  on.* 

AH  this  difcourfe  of  the  Suhan  of 


the  Indies  could  not  perfuade  Prince 
Ahmed,  who  would  rather  he  would 
have  afked  any  thing  elie  than  have  ex- 
poled  him  to  the  hazard  of  difpleafing 
his  dear  Paribanon  :  and  fo  great  was 
his  chagrin,  that  he  left  the  court  two 
days  fooner  than  he  was  ufed  to  do. 

When  he  returned  back  to  the  fairy, 
to  whom  he  always  appeared  with  a 
very  gay  countenance,  fhe  afked  him 
the  caufe  of  the  alteration  fhe  perceived 
in  his  looks;  and  finding  that,  inftead 
of  anfwering  her,  he  enquired  after  her 
health,  to  avoid  fatisfying  her,  fhe  faid 
to  him—*  I  will  anfwer  your  queftion 
'  when  you  have  anfwered  mine.'  The 
prince  denied  it  a  long  time,  protefting 
that  nothing  was  the  matter  with  him  j 
but  the  more  he  denied  it,  the  more  fhe 
teazed  him  ;  and  faid  to  him- — '  I  can- 

*  not  bear  to  fee  you  in  this  condition. 
'  Tell   me  what   makes  you  fo  con- 
'  cerned,  that  I  may  eafe  your  trouble, 
'  whatever  may  be  the  caufe  of  it;   for 
'  it  mull  be  very  extraordinary  if  it  is 
'  out  of  my  power,  unlefs  it  be  the 
1  death  of  the  fit! tan  your  father:   and 
'  in  that  cafe  I  will  contribute  all  that 
'  lies  in  my  power  to  comfort  you.' 

Prince  Ahmed  could  not  long  with- 
fland  the  premng  inftances  of  the  fairy. 

*  Madam,'  faid  he,  '  God  prolong  the 
'  fultan  my  father's  life,  and  blefs  him! 

*  I  left  him  alive,  and  in  perfect  health  j 

*  therefore  that  is  not  the  caufe  of  the 
'  melancholy  that  you  perceive  in  mej 

*  though,  indeed,  the  fultan  is  the  oc- 
'  cafion  of  my  concern,  becaufe  he  has 

*  impofed  upon  me  the  neceffity  of  be- 

*  ing  importunate  with  you.  Firft,  you 

*  know  the  care  I  have  taken,  with 

*  your  approbation,  to  conceal  from 

*  him  the  happinefs  I  have  to  fee  you, 

*  "love  you,   deferve  your  favour  and 
'  love,  and  to  have  pledged  my  faith 
'  with  you  :  but  I  cannot  tell  how  he 
'  has  been  informed  of  it.' 

Here  the  Fairy  Paribanon  interrupted 
Prince  Ahmed,  and  faid — 'If  you  do 
'  not  know,  I  do.  Remember  what  I 

*  told  you  of  the  woman,  who  made 
'  you   believe   that   fhe  was  fick,  on 
'  whom  you  took  fo  much  compafiion. 

*  It  is  fhe  who  has  acquainted  the  ful- 
'  tan  your  father  with  what  you  have 

*  taken  fo  much  care  to  hide  from  him. 
'  I  told  you  that  fhe  was  not  fick,  as 
'  ihe  pretended  to  be;  and  flie  has  made 

*  it  appear  fo  :  for,  in  fhort,  after  the 
«  women  whom  I  charged  to  take  care 

«  of 
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*  of  her,  had  given  her  the  fovereign 

*  water  againft  all  fevers,  and  which 

*  fhe  had  no  occafion  for,  (he  pretended 

*  that  that  water  had  cured  her,  and 
'  came  to  take  her  leave  of  me,  that  (he 
'  might  go  the  fooner;  and  was  in  fo 
«   much  hafte,  that  (he  would  have  gone 
'  away  without  feeing  my  palace,  if  I 
'  had  not,  by  bidding  my  two  women 
'  (hew  it  her,  thought  it  worth  her  fee- 
'  ing.    But  go  on,  and  tell  rne  what  is 
'  the  neceflhy  your  father  has  impofed 
'  on  you  to  "be  fo  importunate,  which  I 
'  define  you  will  be  perfuaded  can  ne- 
'  ver  be.' 

'  Madam,'  purfued  Prince  Ahmed, 

*  you  m?-j  have  obftrved  that  hitherto 
«  I  have  been  content  with  your  love, 
«  and  have  never  alked  you  any  other 
4  favour;  for  what,  after  the  pofleifion 

*  of  fo  lovely  and  charming  a  wife,  can 
«  I  defire  more  ?     But  yet  I  know  not 
«  how  great  your  power  may  be,  and 

*  have  taken  care  not  to  make  trial  of 
«  it.     Confider  then,   I   conjure  you, 
«  that  it  is  not  me,  but  the  fultan  my 

*  father,  who  indi (erectly,  or  at  leaft  I 

*  think  fo,  begs  of  you  a  pavilion  large 
«  enough  to  flicker  him,  his  court,  and 

*  army,  from  the  violence  of  the  wea- 

*  ther,  and  which  a  man  may  carry  in 

*  his  hand:  but  remember  it  is  the  ful- 
«  tan  my  father  who  afks  this  favour.' 

«  Prince,'  replied  the  fairy  fmiling, 

*  I  am  forry  that  fo  fmall  a  matter 
<  fhould  difturb  you,  and  make  you  fo 

*  uneafy  as  you  appeared  to  me.     I 
«  fee  two  things  have  contributed  to- 
'  wards  it :  one  is,  the  law  you  have 

*  impofed  upon  yourfelf,  to  be  con- 
«  tent  with  loving  and  being  beloved 

*  by  me,  and  to  deny  yourfelf  the  li- 
'  berty  of  aflcing  me  the  leaft  favour 
'  that  may  try  my  power}  the  other,  I 
'  do  not  doubt,  whatever  you  may  fay, 
'  was,  you  thought  that  what  your  fa- 
'  ther  afked  of  me  was  out  of  my  pow- 
'  er.     As  to  the  firft,  I  commend  you 
'  for  it;  and  love  you  the  better,  if  pof- 

*  fible,  for  it;  and,  for  the  fecond,  I 
'  muft  tell  you,  that  what  the  fultan 

*  your  father  aflcs  of  me  is  a  trifle;  and, 
'  upon  that  occafion,  I  can  do  much 

*  more  difficult  things  :    therefore   be 

*  eafy ;  and  be  perfuaded  that,  far  from 
'  being  importuned,  I  fhall  always  take 

*  a  great  deal  of  pleafure  in  whatever 
«  you  can  defire  me  to  do  for  your  fake.' 

-  Then  the  fairy  fent  for  her  treafurer ;  to 
whom,  when  (he  same,  (he  faid--'  Nour- 


'  gihan,' (which  washer  name)  'brinaj 
'  me  the  largeft  pavilion  in  my  treafu- 
*  ry.'  Nourgih an  returned  prefentif 
with  the  pavilion;  which  .(he  could  not 
only  hold  in  her  hand,  but  in  rhepalia 
of  her  hand,  when  fhe  mut  her  fingers, 
and  prefented  it  to  her  milireJ's,  wbo 
gave  it  Prince  Ahmed  to  look  at. 

When  Prince  Ahmed  faw  the  pavi- 
lion which  the  fairy  called  the  largeft 
in  her  treafury,  he   fancied  fhe  had  a 
mind  to  jeft  with  hi, a,   and  thereupon 
the  marks  uf  his  furprize  appeared  pre- 
fehtly  in  his  countenance;  which  Pan- 
banon  perceiving,  burft  out  a  laugh- 
ing.    «  What,  prince! 'cried  (lie.  *  <io 
you  think  I  jell  with  you  ?     You  will 
fee  prefently  that  I  am  in  earn  eft.— 
Nourgihan,'faid  (he  to  her  treafurer, 
aking  the  tent  out  of  Prince  Ahmed's 
lands,  *  go  and  fet  it  up,  that  the  prince 
may  judge  whether  it  may  be  large 
enough  for  the  fultan  his  father.' 
The  treafurer  went  out  immediately 
with  it  from  the  palace,  and  carried  it 
a  great  way  off;  and  when  Ate  had  fet  it 
up,  one  end  reached  to  the  very  palace. 
At  which  time  the  prince,  thinking  it 
fmall,  found  it  large  enough  to  flielter 
two   greater   armies   than  that  of  the 
fultan  his  father's  ;and  then  faid  to  Pa- 
ribanon — *  I  aflc  my  princefs  a  thou- 
fand  pardons  for  my  incredulity:  af- 
ter what  I  have  feen,  I  believe  there 
is  nothing  impofilble  to  you/ — '  Yoa 
fee,'  faid  the  fairy,  '«  that  the  pavi- 
lion is  larger  than  what  your  father 
may  have  occaiion  for;  for  you  muft 
know  that  it  has  one  property,  that  it 
is  larger  or  frnaller  according  to  the 
army  it  is  to  cover.' 
The  treafurer  took  down   the  tent 
again,  reduced  it,  and  brought  it  to  the 
prince,  who  took  it;  and  without  (lay- 
ing any  longer  than  till  the  next  day, 
mounted  his  horfe,  and  went  with  the 
fame  attendants  to  the  fultan  his  fa- 
ther. 

The  fultan,  who  was  perfuaded  that 
there  could  not  be  any  fuch  thing  as 
fuch  a  tent  as  he  afked  for,  was  in  a 
great  furprize  at  the  prince's  diligence. 
He  took  the  tent;  and,  after  he  had  ad- 
mired  it's  fmallnefs,  his  amazement 
was  fo  great,  that  he  could  not  recover 
himfelf.  When  the  tent  was  fet  up  in 
the  great  plain  which  we  have  before 
mentioned,  he  found  it  large  enough  to 
melter  an  army  twice  as  large  as  he 
could  bring  into  the  field;  which  he 
looking 


622       ARABIAN  NIGHTS  ENTERTAINMENTS* 


looking  upon  to  be  a  fuperfluity  that 
might  be  troublefome  to  him,  Prince 
Ahmed  told  him,  that,  for  it's  lize,  it 
would  always  be  proportionable  to  his 
army. 

To  outward  appearance,  tlie  fultan 
expreffed  a  great  obligation  to  the  prince 
his  fon  for  fo  noble  a  prefent;  defiring 
him  to  return  his  thanks  to  the  Fairy 
Paribanon,  and  ordered  it  to  be  care- 
fully laid  up  in  his  treafury;  but  within 
himfelf  he  conceived  a  greater  jealoufy 
than  what  his  flattering  favourites  and 
the  magician  had  harboured  and  fug- 
gefted  to  him;  confidering  that,  by  the 
fairy's  afliftance,  the  prince  his  fon 
might  perform  things  that  were  infi- 
nitely out  of  his  power,  notwithftand- 
ing  his  grandeur  and  riches;  and  there- 
fore he  was  the  more  intent  upon  his 
ruin,  and  went  to  confultthe  magician 
again,  who  advifed  him  to  engage  the 
prince  to  bring  him  fome  of  the  water 
of  the  Fountain  of  Lions. 

In  the  evening  when  the  fultan  was 
furrounded,  as  ufual,  by  all  his  court, 
and  the  prince  came  to  pay  his  refpe&s 
among  the  reft,  he  addrefled  himfelf  to 
him  in  thefe   words:    '  Son,'  faid  he, 
I  have  already  exprefled  to  you  how 
much  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  the 
prefent  of  the    tent   you   have  pro- 
cured me,  that  I  look  upon  it  as  the 
moft  valuable  thing  in  my  treafary: 
but  you  muft  do  one  thing  more  for 
me,  which   will   be   every  whit   as 
agreeable  to  me.    I  am  informed  that 
the  fairy  your  fpoufe  makes  ufe  of  a 
certain  water  called  the  water  of  the 
Fountain  of  Lions,  which  cures  all 
forts  of  fevers,  even  the  fnoft  danger- 
ous; and  as  I  am  perfectly  well  per- 
fuaded  that  my  health  is  dear  to  you, 
I  do  not  doubt  but  you  will  afk  her 
for  a  bottle  of  that  water  for  me,  and 
bring  it  me  as  a  fovereign  medicine, 
which  I  may  make  ufe  of  when  I 
haveoccafion.     Do  me  this  other  im- 
portant piece  of  fervice,  and  thereby 
compleat  the  duty  of  a  good  fon  to- 
wards a  tender  father.' 
Prince  Ahmed,  who  believed  that  the 
fultan  his  father  would  have  been  fa- 
tisfied  with  fo  fingular  and  ufeful  a 
tent  as  that  which  he  had  brought,  and 
that  he  would  not  have  impofed  any  new 
tafk  upon  him  which  might  hazard  the 
fairy's  difpleafure,   was  itruck  almoft 
dumb  at   this   new  requefir,   notwith- 
ftanding  fhe  had  given  him  the  aflur- 


ance  of  granting  him  whatever  lay  ill 
her  power.  After  a  long  filence,  he 
faid — '  I  beg  of  you  to  be  afTured,  that 
there  is  nothing  I  would  not  under* 
take  to  procure  you  which  may  con- 
tribute to  the  prolonging  your,  lifej 
but  I  could  wifh  it  might  not  be  by 
the  meansof  my  wife.  "  For  this  rea- 
fon  I  dare  not  promife  to  bring  the 
water;  all  I  can  do  is,  I  will  aflure 
you  I  will  aflc  it  of  her:  but  my  re- 
luctance is  as  great  as  when  I  aflced 
her  for  the  tern.' 

The  next  morning  Prince  Ahmed  re- 
turned to  the  Fairy  Parihanon,  and  re- 
lated to  her  fmcerely  and  faithfully  all 
that  had  paffed  at  the  fultan  his  father's 
court,    from   the  giv;ng    of   the  tent, 
which  he  told  her  he  received  wiih  the 
utmoft  acknowledgment  of  the  favour 
ihe  had  done  him,  to  the  new  requeft  he 
had  charged  him  to  make  ;  and,  when  he 
had  done,  he  added — '  But,  my  prin- 
cefs,  I  only  tell  you  this,  as  a  plain 
account  of  what  paffed  between  me 
and  my  father;  but  leave  you  to  your 
own  pleafure  whether  you  will  grati- 
fy or  reject  this  his  new  defire.' 
'  No,  no/  replied  the  Fairy  Pariba- 
non, «  I  am  glad  that  the  Sultan  of  the 
Indies  knows  that  you  are  not  indif- 
ferent to  me  :  I  will  fatisfy  him  ;and, 
whatever   advice   the   magician   can 
give  him,  for  I  fee  that  he  hearkens  to 
her,  he  mall  find  no  fault  with  you 
nor  me.  And  yet  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  wickednefs  in  this  demand,  as  you 
will  understand  by  what  I  am  going 
totellyon.     The  Fountain  of  Lions 
is  fituated  in  the  middle  of  a  court  of 
a  great  caftle,  the  entrance  into  which 
is  guarded  by  four  fierce  lions,   two 
of  which  fleep  alternately,  while  the 
other  two  are  awake:  but  do  not  let 
that  frighten  you;   I  will  give  you 
means  to  pafs  by  them  without  any 
danger.' 

The  Fairy  Paribanon  was  atthat  time 
very  hard  at  work  ;  and  as  fhe  had  fe- 
veral  clues  of  thread  by  her.  fhe  took 
up  one,  and,  prefenting  it  to  Prince  Ah- 
med, faid — «  Firft,   take  this  clue  of 
thread  ;  I  will  tell  you  prefently  the 
ufe  of  it.     In  the  fecond  place,  you 
muft  have  two  horles ;  one  you  muft 
ride  yourfelf,  and  the  other  you  muft 
lead,  which   muft  be  loaded  with  a 
fheep  cut  into  four  quarters,  which 
muft  be  killed  to-day.     In  the  third 
place,  you  muft  be  provided  with  a 
<  bottle 
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bottle,  which  I  will  give  you,  to  bring 
the  water  in.      Set  out  early  to-mor- 
row  morning;  and,  when  you  have 
pau^d  the  iron  gate,  throw  the  clue  of 
thread  before  you,  which  will  roll 
till  it  Comes  to  the  gates  of  the  caf- 
tle.    Follow  it;  and  when  it  Hops,  as 
the  gates  will  be  open,  you  will  fee 
the  four  lions :  the  two  that  are  awake 
will  by  their  roaring  wake  the  other 
two;    but  do  not  be  frightened,  but 
throw  cacti  of  them  a  quarter  of  mut- 
ton, and  then  clap  fpurs  to  your  horfe, 
and  ride  to  the  fountain,  fill  your  bot- 
tle without  alighting,  and  then  re- 
turn with  the  fame  expedition.    The 
lions  will  be  fo  bvify  eating,  that  they 
will  let  you  pafs  by  them.' 
Prince  Ahmed  fet  out  the  next  morn- 
ing at  the  time  appointed  him   by  the 
fairy,  and  followed  her  directions  punc- 
tually.     When  he  arrived  at  the  gates 
of  the  caftle,  he  diftributed  the  quarters 
of  mutton  among  the  four  lions  ;  and, 
parting  through  the  miditof  them  with 
intrepidity,  got  to  the  fountain,  filled 
his  bottle,   and    returned  as  fafe   and 
found  back  as  he  went.     When  he  had 
got  a  little  dillance  from  the  caftle  gates, 
he  tu/ned  him  about  ;  and  perceiving 
two  of  the  lions  coming  after  him,  he 
drew  his  fab  re,  and   prepared  himfelf 
for  defence  :  but,  as  he  went  forwards, 
he  law  one  of  theqn  turned  out  of  the 
road  at  fome  diftance,  and  (hewed  by 
his  head  and  tail  that  he  did  not  come 
to  do  him  any  harm,  but  only  to  go  be- 
fore him,  and  that  the  other  ftaid  be- 
hind to'lollow;  fo  he  put  his  fword   up 
again  in  it's  fcabbard.    Guarded  in  this 
manner,  he  arrived  at  the  capital  of  the 
Indies;  but  the  lions  never  left  him  till 
they  had  conducted  him  to  the  gates  of 
the  fultan's  palace;  after  which  they  re- 
turned the  lame  way  they  came,    yet 
not  without   frightening  all  that  faw 
them,  though  they  went  in  a  very  gen- 
tle manner,  and  (hewed  no  fiercenefs. 

A  great  many  officers  came  to  attend 
the  prince,  while  he  difmounted  his 
horfe,  and  afterwards  conducted  him 
into  the  fultan's  apartment,  who  was  at 
that  time  furrounded  with  his  favou- 
rites. He  approached  towards  the 
throne,  laid  the  bottle  at  the  fultan's 
feet,  kifled  the  rich  tapeftry  which 
covered  his  footftool,  and  then  faid — 
1  1  have  brought,  Sir,  the  healthful 


*  water  which  your  majefty  dctlred  fo 
'  much  to  keep  among  your  other  ra- 

*  rities  in  your  treafury;  but,   at  the 
'   faiTietime.wifii  youfuch extraordinary 
'  health,  as  never  to  have  occafion  to 

*  make  life  of  it.' 

After,  the  prince  had  made  an  end  of 
his  compliment,  the  fultan  placed  him 
on  his  right-hand,  and  then  laid  to  him 
— — '  Son,  lam  very  much  obliged  to  you 
'  for  this  valuable  prefent,  as  alfo  for 

*  the  great  danger  you  have  expofecf 

*  yourfelf  to  upon  myaccount,  which  I 

*  have  been  informed  of  by  a  magician 

*  who   knows  the  fountain   of  lions: 
'  but  do  me  the  pleafure,'  continued 
he,  c  to  inform  me  by  what  adurefs,  or 

*  rather  by  what  incredible  power,  you 

*  have  been  fecured.' 

'  Sir,'  repliedPrince  Ahmed,  '  I  have 
f  no  (hare,  in  the  compliment  whicli 

*  your  majefty  is  pleated  to  make  me  j 
'  all  the  honour  is  due  to  the  fairy  my 

*  fpoufe,  whole  good  advice  I  follow- 
'  ed.'     Then  lie  informed  the  fultan 
what  thofe  directions  were;  and,  by  the 
relation  of  this  his  expedition,  let  him 
know  how  well  he  had  behaved  himielf. 
When  he   had  done,  the  fultan,  who 
(hewed  outwardly   all  the  demonftra- 
tions  of  great  joy,  but  fecretly  became 
more  jealous,   retired  into  an  inward 
apartment,  where  he  fent  for  the  ma- 
gician. 

The  magician,  on  her  arrival,  foved 
the  fultan  the  trouble  to  tell  her  of  the 
fuccefs    of  Prince   Ahmed's  journey, 
which  (he  had  heard  of  before  (he  came, 
and  therefore  was  prepared  with  an  in- 
fallible means,  as  (he  pretended.  This 
means  (he  communicated  to  the  fultan, 
who   declared  it  the  next  day  to  the 
prince,  in  the  midft  of  all  his  courtiers, 
in'thefe  words:  *  Son,*  (aid  he, '  I  have 
one  thing  more  to  afk  of  you;  after 
which,   I  (hall  expect  nothing  more 
from  your  obedience,  nor  your  inte- 
reft  with  your  wife.     This  requeft 
is,  to  bring  me  a  man  not  above  a 
foot  and  a  half  high,  and  whofe  beard 
is  thirty  feet  long,  who  carries  a  bar 
of  iron   upon  his  (houlders   of   five 
hundred  weight,  which  he  ufes  as  a 
quarter- ftaff.' 

Prince  Ahmed,  who  did  not  believe 

that  there  was  fucha  man  in  the  world 

#s  his  father  defcribed,    would  gladly 

have  excufed   himfelfj  but  the  i'ulran 

4  K  .  *peruft«d 


624      ARABIAN  NIGHTST  ENTERTAINMENT'S, 


perfifted  in  his  demand,  and  told  him, 
that  the  fairy  could  do  more  incredible 
things. 

The  next  day  the  prince  returned  to 
his  dear  Paribanon,  to  whom  he  told 
bis  father's  new  demand,  which,  he 
faid,  he  looked  upon  to  be  a  thing  more 
impoifrbls-  than  the  two  fh  ft  :  '  For,' 
added  he',  '  I  cannot  imagine  there  can 
'  be  fuch  a  man  in  the  world.  With- 
'  out  doxibt  he  has  a  mind  to  try  whe- 

*  ther  or  no  I  am  fo  filiy  as  to  go  about 

*  it,  or  hz  has  a  defign  on  my  ruin. 
'  In  fhort,  how  can  we  fuppofe  that  I 
«  fhould  lay  'lold  of  a  man  fo  well  arm- 
«  ed,  though'  he  is  but  little  ?    What 

*  arms  can  I  make  ufeof  to  reduce  him 
'  to  my  will  ?    If  thereare  any  means, 
'  I  beg  you  will  tell  them,  and  let  me 
'  come  off  with  honour  this  time/ 

«  Do  not  affright  yourfelf,  prrnce,' 
replied  the  fairy:  *  you  ran  arifquein 

*  fetching  the  water  of  the  Fountain  of 

*  Lions  for  your  father;  but  there  is  no 

*  danger  in  finding  out  this  man,  who 
'  is  my  brother  Schaibar;  but  is  fo  far 
4  from  being  like  me,  though  we  both 
«  had  the  fame  father,  that  he  is  of  fo 

*  violent  a    nature,  that  nothing  can 
'  prevent  his  giving  bloody  marks  of 
'  his  refentment  for  a  flight  offence  ; 

*  yet,  on  the  other  hand,  he  is  To  good 
'  as  to  oblige  any  one  in  whatever  they 

*  defire.     He  is  made  exa6lly  as  the 

*  fultan  your  father  has  defcribed  him  ; 
4  and  has  no  other  arms  than  a  bar  of 

*  iron  of  five  hundred  pound?  weigh?, 

*  without  which    he  never    (tirs,    and 

*  which  makes  him  refpecled.      I   will 
'    fend  for  him,  and  you  fhall  judge  of 

*  the  truth  of  what  1  tei!  you;  but  be 

*  fare  to  prepare  yoorfelfagainft  being 

*  frighted  at  his   extraordinary  figure 

*  when    you    lee   him.' — '  What!   my 

*  queen,'  replied  Prince  Ahmed,  *  do 
<  you    fay  Schaibar  is  your  brother? 
'   Let  him  be  ever  fo  ugly  or  deformed, 
'  I  fhall  be  fo  far  from   being  frighted 

*  at  the  fight  of  him,  that,  as  our  bro- 
«  ther,  I, fhall  honour  and  love  him.' 

The  fairy  then  ordered  n  gold  chaf- 
fing-difh  to  be  fet,  with  a  fire  in  it,  un- 
der the  porch  of  her  palace,  with  a  box 
of  the  fame  metal,  which  was  a  prefent 
to  her;  out  of  which  taking  a  perfume, 
,and  throwing  it  into  the  fke,  there  axofe 
a  thick  cloud  of  Anoke. 

Some  moments  after,  'the  fairy  faid  to 
Prince  Ahmed — '  See,  there  comes  my 

*  brother/     The  prince  immediately 


perceived  Schaibar  coming  gravely  with 
his  heavy  bar  on  his  fhoulder;  his  long 
beard,  which  he  held  up  before  him; 
and  a  pair  of  thick  muftachios,  which 
he  tucked  behind  his  ears,  and  which 
almofr.  covered  his  face:  his  eyes  were 
very  final  1,  and  deep  fet  in  his  head% 
which  was  far  from  being  of  the  fmall- 
eft  fize,  and  on  which  he  wore  a  gre- 
nadier's cap}  befides  ail  this,  he  was 
very  much  hump- backed. 

If  Prince  Ahmed  had  not  known 
that  Schaibar  was  Paribanorfs  brother, 
he  would  not  h'ave  been  able  to  have 
looked  at  him  without  fear;  but  know- 
ing fifft  who  he  was,  he  flood  by  the 
fairy  without  the  leaft  concern. 

Schaibar,  as  he  came  forwards,  IcokT 
ed  at  the  prince  earneftly  enough  to 
have  chilled  his  blood  in  his  veins,  and 
afked  Paribanon,  when  he  fii  ft  accofted 
her,  who  that  man  was.  To  which 
me  replied' — <  He  is  my  hufband,  bro- 
'  ther:  his  name  is  Ahmed;  he  is  foil 
'  to  the  Sultan  of  the  Indies.  The  rea- 

*  fbn  why  1  did  not  invite  you  to  my 
1  weddingwas,  I  was  unwilling  to  di- 

*  vert  you  from  an  expedition  you  was 
5  engaged  in,  and  from  which  I  heard" 

*  with  pleafure  that  you  returned  vic- 
f  torious;  and  fo  took  the  liberty  novv 

*  to  call  for  you.' 

Atthefe  words,  Schaibar, looking  on 
Prince  Ahmed  favourably,  faid — «  Is. 

*  there  any  thing,  fitter,  wherein  I  can 

*  ferve  him?     It  is  enough  to  me  that 

*  he  is  your  hufband,  to  engage  me  to 

*  do  whatever  he  defires.' — «  The  ful- 

*  tan  his   father,'   replied  Pa^banon,. 

*  has  a  curiofity  to  fee  youj  andlde- 
'  fire  he  may  be  your  guide  to  the  ful- 
'  tan's  court.' — '  He  needs  but  lead 

*  me  the  way  j  I  will  follow  him.' — * 
'  Brother,'  repHed   Paribanon,  '  it  is 
(  too  late  to  go  to-day,  therefore  itay 
'  till  to  morrow  morning;  and,  in  the 

*  meantime,  I  will  inform  you  ofalf 

*  that  has  paffed  between  the  Sxiltan  of 

*  the  Indies  and  Prince  Ahmed  fince 

*  our  marriage.' 

The  next  mornihgjafter  Schaibar  hnd 
been  informed  of  the  affair,  he  and 
Prince  Ahmed  let  out  for  the  fultan's 
couit.  When  they  arrived  at  the  gatetf 
of  the  capital,  the  people  no  fooner  faw 
Schaibar,  but  they  ran  and  hid  them- 
ffclves;  and  feme  fhut  up  their  fhops, 
and  locked  themfelvesupin  their  houfesj 
while  others  flying,  communicated  their 
iear  to  all  they  met,  who  itaid  not  to 

look 
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;Iook  behind  them,  but  retreated  too; 
infomuch,  that  Schaibar  arid  Prince 
Ahmed,  as  they  went  along,  found  thfi 
ftreets  all  defolate,  till  they  came  to  the 
pahce,  where  the  porters,  initead  of 
keeping  the  gates,  ran  away  tooj  fo 
'  that  the  prince  and  Schaibar  advanced, 
without  any  obfhicle,  to  the  council- 
hall,  where  the  fultan  was  i'eatcd  on  his 
throne,  and  giving  audience.  Here  like- 
wiftf  the  huilfirs,  at  the  approach  of. 
S/;haibar,  abandoned  their  potts,  and 
gave  them  free  admittance. 

Schaibar  went  boldly  and  fiercely  up 
to  the  throne,  without  waiting  to  be 
preiented  by  Prince  Ahmed,  and  accofr- 
ed  the  fuitan  of  the  Indies  in  thel'e 
words: '  Thou  luftaike*!  for  me,  'laid  he; 

*  fee,  here    I    am,  what   wouldlV  thou 

*  have  with  me?' 

Thefultan,  infteadof  anfweringhim, 
clapt  his  hands  before  his  eyes,  to  avoid 
the  light  of  fo  terrible  an  ob.jecl;  at 
which  uncivil  and cude  reception  Schai- 
bar was  fo  much  provoked,  after  he 
had  given  him  the  trouble  to  come  fo 
far,  that  he  inftantly  lifted  up  his  iron 
bar,  and  killed  him,  before  Prince  Ah- 
med could  intercede  in  his  behalf.  All 
that  he  could  do,  was  to  prevent  his 
killing  the  grand  vizier,  who  fat  not  far 
from  him,  reprefenting  to  him,  that  he 
had  always  given  the  fultan  his  father 
g.ood  advice.  *  Thefe  are  they  then," 
laid  Schaibar,  «  who  gave  him  badj' 
and  as  he  pronounced  thefe  words,  he 
killed  all  the  other  viziers  and  fhtter- 
ing  favourites  of  the  fultan,  who  were 
Prince  Ahmed's  enemies;  eve/y  time 
he  ftruck,  he  killed  fome  one  or  .other, 
and  none  efcaped-,  except  they  who  were 
not  fo  frighted  as  to  Itand  iiarbg  and 
ejaping,  and  who  faved  themfelves  by 
flight. 

\Vhen  this  terrible  execution  was 
over,  Schaibaf  cameout  or  the  council- 
hall  into  the  midft  of  the  court-yard 
with  the  iron  bar  upon  his  moulder;  and, 
looking  hard  at  the  grand  vizier,  who 
owed  his  life  to  Prince  Amed,  he  laid 
— '  I  know  here  is  a  certain  vyagkian, 
'  who  is  a  greater  enemy  of  my  bro- 
4  ther-in-law's  than  all  thefe  bafe  fa- 
'  vourites  I  havechajtifed;  let  the  ma- 
*  gician  be  brought  to  me  prefently.' 
The  grand  vizier  immediately  fent  for 
Jierj  and  as  foon  as  (he  was  brought, 
Schaibar  faid,  at  the  time  he  fetched  a 
jSjb-pke  at  her  with  his  iron  baiW  Take 


'  the  reward  of  thy  pernicious  counfel, 
'  and  learn  to  feign  ficknels  again!' 

After  this  he  laid — '  TbiriS  not  yet 
«  enough.;  I  will  ufe  the  whole  town  af- 

*  tor  this  manner,  if  they  do  not  imnae- 
«  diately  acknowledge  Prince   Ahmed 

*  my  brother-in-law   for  their  fultan, 

*  and  the  Sultan  ef  the  Indies.'    Theu 
all  that  were    there   prdent    made 'the 
air  echo  again   with    the    repeated   ac- 
clamations of '  Long  life  to  Sultan  Ah- 
'  med-!'  and  immediately  after  he  was 
proclaimed    through  the   whole  town. 
Schaibar  made   him  be  cloathed  in  tne 
royal  veftments,  inftalled  him   on  the 
throne,  and  after  he  had  made  all  fwear 
homage  and  fidelity  to  him,   went  and 
fetched  his  filter  Paribanon,  whom  he 
brought  with  all  tne  pompatid  grandeur 
imaginable,  and  made  her  to  be  owned 
Sultanefs  of  the  Indies. 

As  for  Prince  Ali  and  Princefs  Nou- 
ronnihar,  as  they  had  no  hand  inrhecon- 
fpiracyagainftPri  nee  Ahmed,  and  knew 
nothing  of  any,  Pr;nce  Ahmed  align- 
ed them  a  conliderable  province,  with 
it's  capital,  where  they  fpent  the  relt  of 
tlicir  lives.  Afterwards  he  ftnt  an  offi- 
cer to  Prince  HoulTain,  to  acquaint  him 
with  the  change,  and  make  him  an  of- 
fer of  which  province  he  liked  beft;  but 
that  prince  thought  himielf"  fo  happy 
in  his  folitude,  that  he  bid  the  officer 
return  the  Ailtan  his  brother  thanks  for 
the  kimlnefs  he  d*figned  him,  aifming 
him  of  hisfubm;l£on;  and  that  the  only 
favour  he  xlefired  of  him,  was  to  give 
him  leave  to  live  retired  in  the  place  he 
had  made  choice  of  for  his  retreat. 


THE  STORY  OF    THE    SJSTERS   WHO 
EXVJED  THEIR  YOUNGER  SISTER. 

npHERE  was  a  prince  of  Perfia, 
JL  named  Khofroufchah,  who,  when 
he  firft  came  to  his  crown,  te  have  a 
knowledge  .of  the  world,  took  a  great 
pleafure  iij  night  adventures :  he  often 
di/guifed  h;  raft  If,  attended  by  a  trurty 
minifter  difguifcd  like  him,  and  ram- 
bled through  the  wjjole  city,  and  met 
with  a  great  many  particular  adven- 
tures,  which  I  lhall  not  at  prefent  en- 
tertain your  majefty  with;  but  I  hop« 
you  will  hear  with  pleafqre,  what  hap. 
pened  to  him  upon  his  firlt  ramhle. 
which  was  in  a  little  time  afar  his  ac- 
to  his  father's  throve,  whu  dy- 
4  K  a  incr 
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ing  in  a  good  old  age,  left  him  heir  to 
the  kingdom  of  Perfia, 

After  the  ceremonies  of  his  deceafed 
father's  funeral  rites,  and  his  own  coro- 
nation, were  over,  the  newSultanlChof- 
roufchah,  as  well  through  inclination 
as  duty,  went  out  one  evening,  attend- 
ed by  his  grand  vizier,  difguifed  like 
himfelf,  to  take  notice  of  the  regulaii- 
ty  obferved  by  the  magistrates.  Faf- 
fing through  a  ftreet  in  that  part  of  the 
town  where  the  meaner  fort  of  people 
lived,  he  heard  feme  people  talking  very 
loud;  and  going  up  clofe  to  the  houfe 
from  whence  the  noile  rame;  and  look- 
ing through  a  crack  in  the  door,  perceiv- 
ed a  light,  and  three  fifters  on  a  fofa, 
•who  were  entered  into  chit-chat  after 
fupper.  By  what  the  eldeft  (aid,  he  pre- 
fently  underftood  the  0>bje&  of  their 
difcourfe  was  Wifhes:  '  For,'  faid  fhe, 

fince  we  have  got  upon  wifltel,  mine 
.mall  be  to  have  the  fultan's  baker  for 

my  hufband,  for  then  I  mall  eat  my 

belly-full   of  that  bread,  which  by 

way  of  excellence  is  called  the  Sul- 
tan's Bread.  Now  let  us  fee,  if  your 

taftes  are  as  good  as  mine/ — (  For  my 

part,'  replied  the  fecond  fitter,  '  I  wilh 

I  was  the  fultan's  chief  cook's  wife, 

for  then  I  mould  eat  of  the  moft  ex- 
cellent ragouts }  and  as  I  am  perfuad- 

ed  that  the  fultan's  bread  is  common 

in  the  palace,  I  fhould  not  want  any 

of  that:  therefore  you  fee,  fifter,'  ad- 
dreflingherfelf  to  her  eldeft  lifter,  '  that 
4  I  have  a  better  fancy  than  you.' 

Then  the  youngeft  fjfter,  who  was 
very  beautiful,  and  had  more  charms 
spd  wit  than  the  two  eldeft,  fpoke  in  her 
turn:  '  For  my  part,  fifters,'  faid  fhe, 

I  mall  not  limit  my  defires,  but  will 

take  a  higher  flight;    and,  fit^ce  we 

are  upon  wi thing,   I  wi/h   to  be  the 

fultan's  wife.  I  would  make  him  fa- 
ther of  a  prince,  whofe  hair  mail  be 

gold  on  one  fide  of  his  head,  and  fil- 

vfer  on  the  other;  when  he  cries,  the 

tears  that  fall  from  his  eyes  mall  1-e 

pearl;  and,  when  he  finiies,  his  ver- 
milion lips  (hall  look  like  a  rofe-bud 

frffti  blown.' 

.The  three  fifters  wi(hes,  particularly 
the  youngeft's,  feemed  fo  fin^ular  to 
the  Sultan  Khofroufchah,  that  he  re- 
folved  to  gratify  them  in  their  defires; 
3nd  without  communicating  this  his  de- 
Jign  to  his  grand  vizier,  he  charged  him 
i»ly  to  take  notice,  of  the  houie,  and, 


bring  the  three  fifters  before  him   the 
next  day. 

The  grand  vizier,  in  executing  the 
fultan's  orders,  would  but  juft  give  the 
three  fifters  time  to  drefs  themfdves, 
and  brought  them  to  the  palace,  and 
prtfented  them" to  the  fultan,  who  faid 
lo  them — '  Do  you  remember  the  wiihes 

•  you  made  laft  night,   when  you  were 
'all   in   fo  pleafant  a   mooJ?    Come, 
«  fpeak  the  truth,   I  muft  know  what 

*  they  were.1 

At  this  difcourfe  the  three  fifters  were 
very  much  confounded;  they  cnft  down 
their  eyes   and  blufhed,  and  the  colour 
which  rofe  in  the  cheeks  of  the  youngeft 
quite  captivated  the  fultan's  heart;  and 
out  of  modefty,  and  for  fear  they  might 
have  offended   the  fultan  by  thefr  dif- 
courfe, they  remained  filent.     The  ful- 
tan guefiiug  at  their  thoughts,  to  en- 
courage them,   faid — '  Fear  nothing;  I 
did   not  fend  for  you  for  any  crime 
you  have  committed:  and  fince  I  fee 
that  the  question  I  alk  you  mocks  you, 
and  I  know  every  one's  with,  I  will 
eafe  you  of  your  fears.— You,'  added 
he,   '  who  wifhed  to  be  my  wife,  mall 
<  have  your  wilh  this  day. — And  you,* 
continued  he,  addrefling  himfelf  to  the 
two  eldeft   fifters,  «  you  mail  alfo   be 

*  married  to  my  chief  baker  and  cook.* 
As  foon  as  the  fultan  had  declared 

his  pleafure,  the  youngeft  fitter,  fetting 
her  eldeft  an  example*  threw  herfelf  at 
the  fultan's  feet,  to  exprel's  her  acknow- 
ledgment.    '  Sir,'  faid  /he,  «  my  wifh, 
fince  it   is    come  to  your  majefty's 
knowledge,  was  only  made  by  way  of 
difcouife  and  amufement:   I  am  un- 
worthy the  honour  yen   do  me;  and 
afk  pardon   for  my  boldnefs.'     The 
two  other   fifters   would   have  excufed 
themfelves  alfo;  but  the  fultan  inter- 
rupting them,  faid — «  No,  no,  it  mall  be 

*  fo;  every  one's  wifh  fhall  be  fulfilled.'* 
The  nuptials  were  ail  celebrated  that 

day,  as  the  fultan  had  refolved,  but  af- 
ter a  different  manner.  The  youngelt 
filter's  were  foiemnized  with  all  the  re- 
joicings ufual  at  the  marriage  of  the  ful- 
tan s  of  Perfia:  and  the  other  two  fifters 
according  to  the  quality  and  diftinclion 
of  their  hv;fbancls;  the  one  as  the  ful- 
tan'c  chief  baker,  and  the  other  as  head- 
cook. 

The  two  elder  fifters  thought  the  dif- 
proportion  of  their  marriages  infinitely 
great  j  and  this  confederation  mads  them 

far 
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far  from  being  content,  though   they 
were  arrived  at  the  utmoft  height  of  their 
wi.fhes,  and  much  beyond  their  hopes: 
they  were  fo  much  pofleffed  with  envy, 
that  it  not  only  diftui bed  their  own  joy, 
but  was  the  caufe  of  great  troubles  and 
afflictions  to  the  fultanefs  their  youngeft 
lifter.     But  at  that  time  they  had  not 
an  opportunity  to  communicate   their 
thoughts   to  each  other  upon  the  pre- 
ference the  fultan  had  given  their  young- 
eft  filter  to  their  prejudice,  but  were  al- 
together employed  indreflingthemfelves 
againlttheceiebrationof  their  marriages. 
Some  days  afterwards,  when  they  had 
an  opportunity  of  Teeing  each  other  at 
the  publick  balls,  the  eldeft  filter  faid  to 
the  other — '  Well,  filler,  what  fay  you 
to  our  fitter's  great  fortune?  Is  not  (he 
a  fine  perfon  to  be  a  fultanefs!' — {  I 
muft  own,'  faid  the  other  filter,    <  I 
cannot  conceive  what  charms  the  ful- 
tan  could  difcover  in  her,  to  be  fo  be- 
witched by  a  young  jaJe:  that  be- 
caufe  (he  was  fomewhat  younger  than 
us,  was  that  a  reafon  fufficientfor  him 
to  prefer  her!  You  were  as  worthy  of 
his  bed;  and,  in  juftice,  he  ought  to 
have  made  choice  of  you.' 
'  Sifter,'   faid  the  elder,    '  I  fliould 
not  have  faid  any  thing,  if  the  fultan 
had   pitched  upon  you;   but  that   he 
mould  chufe  that  pert  Hut,  is  what 
grieves  me:  but  I  will  revenge  myftlf; 
and  you,   I  think,   are  as  much  con- 
cerned as  me;  therefore  I  would  have 
us  concert   meafures    together,    and 
which  way  you  can  imagine  to  mor- 
tify her,  while  I,  on  my  fide,  w:;l  in- 
form you  what  my  defire  of  revenge 
fhall  fuggeft  to  me.' 
After  tins  wicked  plot,  the  two  fitters 
fa w  each  other  very  frequently,  and  con- 
fulted  how  they  might  difturb  and  in- 
terrupt the  happinefs  of  the   fultanefs 
their  younger  filter.     They  prof>ofed  a 
great  many  vvaysj  but  in  deliberating 
about  the  manner  of  executing  them, 
they   found  fo  many  difficulties,   that 
they  dufft  not  attempt  them.     In   the 
rnean  time,  they  often  went  together  to 
make  her  vifits,  with  a  deteltable  difli- 
mulation;  and  every  lime  gave  her  all 
the  marks  of  friend  (hip  they  could  ima- 
gine,   to  perfuade  her  how   overjoyed 
they  were  to  have  a  filter  raifed  ; to  fo 
high  a  fortune.     The  fultanefs,  for  her 
part,  always  received  them  with  all  the 
tiemonltrations  of  efteem  and  value  they 
could  expeft  from  a  filter,  v\ho  was  fl°t 


puffed  up  with  her  high  dignity,'  aiv! 
loved  them  as  cordially  as  before. 

Some  months  after  their  marriage, 
the  fultanefs  found  herfelf  to  be  with 
child;  upon  which  the  fultan  expreffed 
great  joy,  which  was  communicated  to 
all  the  court,  and  fo  fpread  throughout 
the  capital  city  and  all  Perfia.  Upoa 
this  news  the  two  fitters  came  to  pay 
their  compliments;  and,  entering  into  a 
difcourfe  with  their  filter  about  her  ly- 
ing-in, they  proffered  their  fer vices  to 
deliver  her,  deiiring  her,  if  (he  was  nut 
provided  with  a  midwife,  to  accept  of 
them. 

The  fultanefs  faid  to  them  moft  oblig- 
ingly— '  Sifters,  I  mould  defire  no  bet- 
ter, if  it  was  abfolutely  in  my  power 
to  make  choice  of  vou:  however,!  am 
obliged   to  you  for  your  good-will; 
but  muft  fubmit  to  do  as  the  fultau 
thinks  fit.     Let  your  hufbands  make 
intereft,  and  get  fome  courtier  to  afk 
this  favour  of  the  fultan;  and  if  he 
fpeaks  to  me  about  it,  be  affured  that 
I  (hall  not  only  exprefs  the  pleafure 
he  does  me,  but  thank  him  for  mak- 
ing choice  of  you.' 
The  two  hufbands  applied  themfelves 
to  fome    courtiers   their  patrons,    and 
begged  of  them  to  ufe  their  intereft  to 
procure  their  wives  the  honour  they  af- 
pired  to.     Thofe  patrons  interceded  fo 
much  in  their  behalf,  as  that  the  fultan. 
promifed  them  to  confulei  of  itj  and  was 
us  good  as  his  word;   for  in  converfa- 
tion  with  the  fultanefs  on  that  affair,  he 
told  her  that  he  thought  her  filters  were 
the  molt  proper  perfons  to  aflift  her  in 
her  labour;  but  did  not  think  to  name 
and  .appoint  them  to  be  her  midwives 
before  he  had  afked  her  confent.     The 
fultanelV,  feniible  of  the  deference  the 
fultan  fo  obligingly  paid  her,  faid  to 
him—-'  Sir,   I  am  ready  to  do  as  your 
rnajefty  fhall  pleafe  to.  command   me: 
buf  (inceyou  have  been  fo  kind  as  to 
think  of  my  filters,  I  thank  you  for 
that  regard  you  have  fhewn  them  for 
my  fakej  and  therefore  I  (ball  not  dif- 
femble  wjth  you,  but  tell  you,  I  had 
rather  have  them  than  ftranycrs.* 
Then  the  Suhan  KJiofroufchah  nam- 
ed the  fultanefs's  two  filters  to  be  hcc 
midwivec;  and  from  that  time  they  paf- 
fed  to  and  fro  from  the  palace,  overjoy- 
ed at  the  opportunity  they  fhouid  have 
of  executing  the  deteltable  wickednefs 
they  had  meditated  againil  the  fultanefs 
their  filter. 

When 
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When  the  ftiltaneiVs  reckoning  was 
out,  (he  was  fafely  delivered  ot  a  young 
prince,  as  bright  as  the  day ;  but  neither 
his  innocence  nor  beauty  were  capable 
of  moving  the  cruel  hearts  of  the  mer- 
cilefs  filters.  They  wrapped  him  up 
<arelefsly  in  his  blankets,  and  put  him 
into  a  little  bafket,  which  they  abandon- 
ed to  the  ftream  of  a  f mall  canal,  which 
ran-  under  the  fultanefs's  apartment, 
and  declaring  foe  was  delivered  of  a 
little  dead  dog,  which  they  produced. 
'Phis  disagreeable  news  was  prelently 
told  to  the  fultan,  who  conceived  fo 
ir.uch  grief  and  anger  thereat,  as  might 
have  proved  fatal  to  the  fultanefs,  if  his 
gi'and  vizier  had  not  reprefented  to  him, 
that  he  could  not,  without  injufttce, 
make  her  anfwerable  for  the  variations 
cf  nature. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  bafket  in  which 
the  little  prince  was  expofed,  was  car- 
ried by  the  ftream  beyond  a  wall,  which 
limited  the  profpe6t  of  the  AiltantlVs 
apartment,  and  from  thence  floated  with 
the  current  down  the  gardens.  By 
<-ttance,the  ititemiant  of  the  fultan's  gar- 
dens, one  of  the  principal  and  moft  con- 
fiderable  officers  of  the  kingdom,  was 
walking  by  the  fide  of  this  cinal,  and 
perceiving  a  bafktt  floating,  called  to  a 
•gardener,  who  was  not  far  off,  and  bid 
him  reach  him  the  bafket,  which  he 
Viewed  him,  that  he  might  ice  what  was 
rn  it.  The  gardener,  with  a  fpade  he 
had  in  his  hand,  brought  the  bafket  to 
the  fule  of  the  canal,  took  it  up,'  and 
gave  it  to  him. 

The  intendunt  of  tfoe   gardens  was 
extremely  furprizeu  to  fee  a  child  in  the 
feaiket,  which,  though  heeafilyknew  it 
to  be  but  JuR  born,  had  very  fine  fea- 
tures.    This  intcndant  had    been  mar- 
ried Several  years$  and  though  he  had 
always  been  defii'oosof  having  children, 
Heaven  had  never  blcfTed  him  with. any. 
This  accident  interrupted  his  walk:   he 
I'nade  the  gardener  fplL&yv  hitn  with  the 
child;  and  when  he  came  to  his  own 
houie,  which  was  fituated  at  die  en- 
trance into  the  gardens  of  the  palace, 
he    werf    into    his'  wife's    apartment. 
Wife,1  laid- he,  *  as  we  have  no  •.:!  il- 
dren  of  our  own,  God  has  ient  us  a 
boy  here;    I  recommend  him  to  you- 
provide  him  a  riurfe  prefcntly,   and 
take  as   much  care  of  him  as   if  h^ 
were  our  own  fon;  for  from  this  mo- 
ment  I   acknowledge  him   as    fuch.' 
JTlie  in.tendant.~s  wift  received  the  chad 


with  a  great  deal  of  joy,  and  took  a 
great  y  leaf  (ire  in  having  the  caie  of  him. 
The  iritendajlt/himfelf  would  not  en- 
quire too  nanowly  from  whence  the 
child  came,  but  knew  very  well  it  came 
not  far  off  ihejTultanefs's  apartment,  and 
that  it  was  not  his  buiintfs  to  examine 
too  far  intofecrets,  nor  to  create  diiluib- 
ances. 

The  year  after,  the  fultanefs  was 
brought  to  bed  of  another  prince,  on 
whom  the  ill -natured  filters  had  no  more 
compaffion  thaw  on  his  brother,  but  ex- 
pofed him  likewife  io  a  bafket,  ami  i.  t 
him  adrift  in  the  caaal,  pret.:i,<ii:ig  this 
time  that  the  fultanefs  was  delivered  of 
a  cat.  It  was  happy  alfo  for  this  child, 
that  the  Uiteridant  of  the  gardens  was 
walking  by  the  canal  fide,  who  tyok  it 
up,  had  it  carried  to  his  wife,  and  charg- 
ed her  to  take  as  ranch  care  of  it  as  of 
the  firft;  which  fuited  her  inclination,  as 
it  was  agreeable  to  the  intendant. 

The  Sultan  of  Perfia  was  more  en- 
raged this  time  againlt  the  fultane-fg- 
than  before j  and  fhe  had  felt  the  efft&s 
of  his  auger,  if  the  grand  vizier,  by  his 
remontfr  mces,  had  not  opposed  him. 

The  third  time  the  fultanefs  lay- in, 
(he  was  delivered  of  a  pi 5 nee fs,  which, 
innocent  babe  underwent  the  fame  fate 
as  the  princes  her  brothers ;  but  was  pre- 
icrved  from  certain  death  by  the  com- 
pairion  and  charity  of  the  intendant,  as 
weM  as  the  two  princes  her  brothers.  . 

To  this  inhumanity,  the  two  filters 
added  a  lye,  and  ufed  the  fame  cheat  as 
before.  They  produced  a  piece  of  wood, 
and  affirmed  is  to  be  a  mole  which  the 
fuiumels  w-as  delivered  of. 

The  Sultan  Khofroufchah  could  no 
Jonger  contain  hirnfelf  when  he  was  in- 
formed of  the  news:  '  What!'  faid  he, 
'this  woman,  unworthy  of  my  bed, 

*  will    fill   my   palace   with   menfters  I 

*  Let  her  live!  No,  it  fliall  not  be,"  add- 
ed he:  *  me  is  a  monlter  herfelf;  and  I 
'  will  rid  the  world  of  heri"     He  pro- 
nounced this  fentence  of  death,  and  or- 
dered the  grand  vizier  to  take  care  to 
have  her  executed. 

The  grand  vizier,  and  the  courtiers 
who  were  preftnt,  calf  themfelves  at  the 
fultan's  feet,  to  beg  of  him  to  revoke 
-that  lenience.  *  Your  majefty,  I  hope? 
'  will  give  me  leave,'  laid  the  grand  vi- 
r;ier,  *  to  represent  to  you,  that  the  laws 
'  which  condemn  perfons  to  death, 
'  were  made  to  punilh  crimes.  The 
'  thiee  extraordinary  Jyings-in-of  the 
*  fulianefi 
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«  ("»!  tan  els  are  not  crimes;  for  in  what 

<  can  (he  be  faid  to  have, contributed  to- 
'  wards  them?  A  great  many  other  wo- 
«   men  have  done,  and  do  the  lame  evcVy 
«  dayj    and   are  to  be  pitied,    but  not 

<  puniihed.     Your  majefry  may  abrlain 

<  from   feeing    her,    and    let   her  live. 
'  The  afUi6Hon  in  which  fhe  will  fpend 
f  the  reft  of  her  life,  after  the  loft  of 
'   your    favour,    will    be  a  punishment 

*  great  enough/ 

The  Sulta.n  of  Perfia  confidered  with 
him  ft  If,  and  found  that  it  was  injuftice 
m  him  to  comkmn  tlie  fuitanefs  to 
death;  and  faid—'  Let  her  live  then;  I 

*  will  give  her  her  life:  but  it  fhall  be  on 

*  this  condition,  that  fbe  ihail  delire  to 
0  die   more  than    once  a   day.     Ltt  a 
'   place  be  built  for  her  at  the  gate  of 
'  the  principal  mofque,  with  iron  bars 
'  to   the  windows,  and   let  her  be  put 
c  into  it,  in  the  coarfeft  habit;  and  eve- 
'  ry  MufTulman  that  fhall  go  into  the' 

*  mofque  to  prayers    fliall   fpit  in  her 

*  face:  if  any  one  fail,  I  will  have  him 

*  expofed  to  the  fume  punifhment;  and 

*  that  I  may  be  punctually  obeyed,  I 

*  charge  you,  vizier,  to  appoint  perfons 

*  to  fee  this  done!" 

The  fultan  pronounced  this  laft  fen- 
tfnce  in  a  tone  of  fo  much  refolution, 
that  the  grand  vizier  durlt  not  open  his 
mouth;  and  it  was  executed  tothegrVat 
fatisfaction  of  the  two  envious  filters. 
A  cage  or  lodge  was  built ;  and  the  ful- 
tanefs,  truly  worthy  of  companion,  as 
foon  as  her  month  was  up,  was  put  into 
it,  and  expofed  ignominioufly  to  the 
contempt  of  the  people;  which  ufage, 
as  fhe  did  not  cleferve,  (he  bore  with  a 
great  deal  of  constancy  and  refoiution, 
to  the  admiration,  as  well  as  com  pa  f- 
fion,  of  thofe  who  judged  better  things 
than  the  vulgar. 

The  two  princes  and  the  princefs 
were  nurfed  and  brought  up  by  the  in- 
tendant  of  the  gardens  and  his  wife, 
with  all  the  tendernefs  of  a  true  father 
and  mother;  and  as"  they  advanced  in 
age,  they  all  (hewed  marks  of  f'uperic.r 
greatnefs;  and  the  princefs  in  particu- 
lar, a  charming  beauty,  which  increaf- 
ed  the  affections  of  the  intendanr  and 
his  wife,  who  called  the  name  of  the 
eldeft  Prince  Banian,  and  the  fecond 
Perviz,  both  naoi"S  of  the  moftancient 
fultans  of  Pcrfia,  and  the  princefs,  Pa- 
rizade,  whofe  name  alfo  had  been  borne 
by  feveral  of  the  fuitanefies. 

As  foon  as  the  two  princes  svere  old 


enough,  the  intendant  provided  proper 
mailers  to  teach  them  to  read  and  writcj 
and  the  princefs  their  lifter,  who  was 
often  with  them  when  they  were  learn- 
ing their  kHbns,  flitwing  a  great  deiire 
to  learn  to  read  and  write,  thongh  much 
younger  than  they,  the  intendant  was 
fo  much  taken  with  that  difpufuion  of 
hers,  that  he  ordered  the  mailer  to  teach 
her  all');  who  by  emulation,  and  her 
pretty,  lively,  and  piercing  wit,  became 
in  a  little  time  as  great  a  proficient  as 
her  brothers. 

From  that  time  the  brothers  and  fif- 
ter  had  all  the  fame  matters  in  other  arts 
and  fcisnces;  a?,  geography,  hiftory, 
&c.  all  which  came  fo  eafily  to  them, 
and  in  a  Httle  time  they  made  fo  won- 
derful a  progrefs,  that  their  matters 
were  amaztd,  and  frankly  owned,  that, 
if  they  hetd  on  fo  but  a  little  longer, 
they  could  feach  them  no  farther. 

At  the  hours  given  them  fur  then" 
recreation,  the  prin^eis  learned  to  ring, 
and  play  upon-  alJ  forts  of  inftruments; 
and  when  the  princes  were  learning  to 
mount  the  managed  hoi  fs,  and  to  ride, 
Die  would  not  permit  them  to  have  tint 
advantage  over  her,  but  went  through; 
all  exercifes  with  them,  learning  to  ride 
the  great  horfe,  bend  tire  bow,  and  dart 
the  javelin,  and  oftentimes  excelled  in 
them. 

The  intendant  of  the  gardens  was  fo 
overjoyed  to  find  his  adopted  children 
fo  accompli/bed  in  all  the  perfections  of 
body  and  mind,  and  that  they  anlwer- 
ed  fo  well  the  charge  he  had  been  at 
upon  their  education,  that  he  refolved 
to  be  (till  at  a  greater  expence;  for/ 
whereas  he  hid  till  then  been  content 
only  wr:h  his  houfe  at  the  entrance  of 
the  garden,  and  kept  no  country- houfe, 
he,  upon  that  acxount,  pnrchafed  a 
Country-lbat  at  a  fnvail  diitance  from 
the  town,  and  laid  out  a  great  fmn  of 
money  there  in  arable  Fand,  meadows, 
and  woods.  A?  the  houfe/was  not  fine, 
nor  large  enough,  he  pulled  it  down, 
and  fpared  no  ex  pence  to  make  it  mag- 
nificent. Pie  went  every  day  to  haften 
by  his  pre fence  the  great  number  of 
workmen  he  had  at  work;  and  as  foon 
as  one  apartment  was  finifhed,  and  fit 
to  receive  him,  he  rUyed  there  for  feve- 
ral days  together,  when  his  prefence  w;is 
not  necdlHry  at  court;  and,  by  his  dili- 
gence, the  houfe  was  finifhed  aniwera- 
blt  to  the  mignifuencfj  of  the  edifice. 
Afterwards  he  made  gardens,  accord- 
ing 
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ing  to  the  plan  he  had  drawn  out,  after 
the  manner  of  the  great  lords  in  Perfia, 
and  took  in  a  large  compafs  of  ground 
for  a  park,  which  he  walled  round,  and 
ftocked  with  fallow  deer, that  the  princes 
and  prince fs  might  divert  themfelves 
with  hunting  when  they  pleafet!. 

When  this  country-feat  was  fjnimed, 
the  intendant  of  the  gardens  went  and 
caft  himfelf  at  the  fuitan's  feet;  and, 
after  repreienting  to  him  how  long  he 
had  ierved  him,  and  the  infirmities  he 
found  growing  upon  him,  he  begged 
he  might  deliver  up  his  charge  and 
poft,  and  retire.  The  fultan  gave  him 
leave,  and  the  fooner,  becauie  he  was 
iatisfied  of  his  long  fervices,  both  in 
IMS  fathers  reign,  and  during  his  own; 
and  before,  he  went  from  him,  he  afked 
him  what  recompence  he  ihouid  give 
him.  «  Sir,'  replied  the  intendant  of 
the  gardens,  *  I  have  received  fo  many 

•  obligations  from  your  majefty,   and 
'  the  fultan  your  father,  of  happy  me- 

*  mory,  that  I  defire  no  more  than  the 
"  honour  of  dying  in  your  favour.' 

He  tookhis  leaveof  the  Sultan  Kliof-^ 
roufchah,  and  afterwards  returned  to 
the  country  retreat  he  had  built,  with 
the  two  princes,  Bahman  and  Pervis, 
and  the  Princefs  Parizade;  for  his  wife 
had  been  dead  fome  years,  and  he  him- 
felf had  lived  nor  above  fix  months  with 
them  before  he  was  fur  prized  by  fo 
fudden  a  death,  that  he  h^d  not  time  to 
give  them  the  leaft  account  of  their 
birth,  which  he  had  refolved  to  do  that 
night.  They  lived  as  they  always  had 
done,  and  agreeable  to  the  education  he 
had  given  them. 

The  Princes  Bahman  and  Pervis,  and 
the  Princefs  Parizade,  who  knew  no 
other  than  that  the  intendant  of  the  ful- 
tan's  gardens  was  their  father,  regretted 
and  bewailed  him  as  fuch,  and  paid  him 
all  the  honours  in  his  funeral  obfequies, 
which  their  duty  and  gratitude  required 
of  them.  They  were  content  with  the 
plentiful  fortune  he  had  left  them,  and 
lived  together  in  perfect  union,  free 
from  the  ambition  of  diftinguifliing 
themfelves  at  court  in  places  of  great 
honour,  whifh  they  might  eafily  have 
comparted. 

One  day,  when  the  two  princes  were 
at  an  hunting,  and  the  Princefs  Parizade 
ftayed  at  home,  a  religious  old  woman 
came  to  the  gate,  and  defired  leave  to 
go  in  to  fay  her  prayers,  it  being  then 


the  hour.  The  fervants  went  and  afk- 
ecl  the  princefs's  leave,  who  ordered 
them  to  fhew  her  in  to  this  oratory,  which 
the  intendant  had  taken  care  to  fit  up 
in  his  houfe  for  want  of  a  mofque  in  the 
neighbourhood;  and  bid  them  alfo,  af- 
ter fhe  had  done  prayers,  (hew  her  the 
houle  and  gardens,  and  then  bring  her 
to  her. 

The  religious  old  woman  went  into, 
the  oratory,  and  faid  her  prayers;  and 
when  /lie  came  out  again,  two  of  the 
princefs's  women,  who  waited  upon  her, 
invited  her  to  fee  the  houfe  andgardensj 
which  civility  me  accepted  of,  and  fol- 
lowed them  from  one  apartment  to  ano- 
ther; and  obferved,  as  a  perfon  whoun- 
derftood  what  belonged  to  furniture, 
the  nice  difpofition  of  every  thing. 
Afterwards  (The  was  conducted  to  the 
princefs,  who  waited  for  her  in  the 
great  hall  5  which,  in  propriety,  beauty, 
and  richnefs, exceeded  ail  the  apartments 
(lie  had  admired  before. 

As  foon  as  the  princefs  faw  the  de- 
vout woman,  flie  faid  to  her — «  Good 
mother,  come  near,  and  fit  down  by 
me.  I  am  overjoyed  at  the  happinefs 
of  having  the  opportunity  of  profiting 
for  fome  moments  by  the  good  exam- 
ple and  difcourfe  of  fuch  a  perfon  as 
you,  who  have  taken  the  right  way, 
by  dedicating  yourfelf  to  the  fej  vice 
of  God.  I  wifli  every  body  were  as 
wife.' 

The  religious  woman,  inftead  of  fit- 
ting upon  a  fofa,  fat  only  upon  the  edge 
of  it;  but  the  princefs  would  not  per- 
mit her  to  do  fo,  but  got  off  her  feat, 
and  taking  her  by  the  hand,  obliged 
her  to  come  and  fit  by  her.  The  good 
woman,  feniible  of  the  civility,  faid— 
«  Madam,  I  ought  not  to  have  fo  much 
f  refpect  (hewn  me;  but,  finceyou  comr 

*  mand  me,  I  will  obey  you.'     When, 
fhe  had  fat  down,  before  they  entered 
into   any    convocation,     one    of    the 
princefs's  women  brought  a  little  table 
of  mother-of-pearl  and  ebony,  with  a 
China  dim  of  cakes  upon  it,  and  a  great 
many  others  full  of  fruits  in  feafon,  and 
wet  and  dry  fweet-meats  fet  round  it. 

The  princefs  took  up  one  of  the 
cakes;  and  prefenting^ier  with  it,  faid 
-— '  Come  eat,  good  mother,  and  make 
'  choice  of  what  you  like  belt 5  you  had 
'  need  to  have  fomething  on  your  fto- 
'  mach,  after  coining  fo  far.' — «  Ma- 

*  dam,'  replied  the  woman,  *  I  am  not 

.'  ufcd 


ARABIAN  NIGHTS  ENTERTAINMENTS.       631 


«  ufed  to  eatfuch  nice  things;  but  will 
•  not  refufe  what  God  has  fent  me  by 

<  fo  liberal  a  hand.' 

While  the  religious  woman  was  eat- 
ing, the  princefs~ate  fomething  too,  to 
bear  her  company;  andafked  her  a  great 
many  queliions  upon  the  exercife  of  her 
devotion,  and  how  (he  lived:  all  which 
queftions  Hie  anfwered  with  great  mo- 
defty.  Talking  of  feveral  things,  at  lad 
fhe  afked  her  how  (he  1  iked  the  houfe. 

<  Madam,'  anfwered  the  devotee,  '  I 

<  muft  certainly  h<tve  very  bad  judg- 
«  meet  to  difapprove  of  it,  fince  it  is 

beautiful,  regular,  and  magnificently 
furni(hed,  and  all  it's  ornaments  .well 
adjufted:  it's  fituation  is  in  an  agree- 
able and  pleafant  part  of  the  coun- 
try, and  no  gardens  can  be  more  de- 
lightful. But  yet,  if  you  will  give  me 
leave  to  fpeak  my  mind  freely,  I  will 
take  the  liberty  to  tell  you,  that  this 
houfe  would  be  incomparable,  if  it 
had  three  things  which  I  know  of.' — 
My  good  mother,'  replied  'he  Princefs 
'arizade,  *  what  are  thofe  three  things? 
I  conjure  you,  in  God's  name,  to  tell 
me  what  they  are:  I  will  (pare  nothing 
to  have  them,  if  it  is  poflible  to  get 
them.' 

'  Madam,'  replied  the  devotee,  'the 
firft  of  thefe  three  things  is  the  talk- 
ing-bird, which  is  called  Bulbulkezer; 
and  is  fo  fmgular  a  creature,  that  it 
can  call  all  the  finging-birds  about  it, 
which  come  to  accompany  him  with 
their  fongs.  The  fecond  is  the  fing- 
ing-tree,  the  leaves  of  which  are  fo 
many  mouths,  which  form  an  har- 
monious concert  of  different  voices, 
and  never  ceafes.  The  third  thing  is 
the  yellow  or  golden-water,  a  fingle 
pot  of  which  being  brought  in  a  pro- 
per veflel,  and  poured  into 'a  large 
bafon  made  for  it  in  any  garden,  it 
fills  itimmediately,  and  forms  a  foun- 
tain, which  continually  plays,  and  yet 
never  overflows  the  bafon.' 

*  Ah!   my  good  mother,'  cried  the 
>rincefs,  '  how  much  am  I  obliged  to 

you  for  the  knowledge  of  thefe  things! 
They  are  furprizing;  and  I  never  heard 
of  fuch  curious  and  wonderful  things 
before:  but  as  I  am  well  perfuaded 
that  you  know  where  they  are,  I  ex- 
pe£l  that  you  (hould  do  me  the  fa- 
vour to  tell  me.' 

*  Madam,'  replied  the  good  woman, 
I  (hould  be  unworthy  of  the  hotpita- 
lity  you  have  with  fo  much  bounty 


(hewed  me,  if  I  ftiould  refufe  to  fatis- 
fy  your  curiofity  in  that  point;  and 
am  glad  to  have  the  honour  to  tell 
you,  that  thefe  three  things  are  to  be 
met  with  on^the  confines  of  this  king, 
dom,  towards  India:  the  road  lies 
before  your  houfe;  and  whoever  you 
fend,  needs  but  to  follow  twenty  days, 
and  on  the  twentieth  let  him  but  a(k 
the  firft  perfon  he  meets,  where  the 
talking-bird,  finging-tree,  and  yel- 
low-water are,  and  he  will  be  inform- 
ed.' After  thefe  words  (he  rofe  from 
her  feat,  took  her  leave,  and  went  her 
way. 

The  Princefs  Parizade's  thoughts 
were  fo  taken  up  with  what  the  religi- 
ous woman  had  told  her  of  the  talking- 
bird,  finging-tree,  and  yellow-water, 
that  Hie  never  perceived  when  fhe  went 
away,  till  (he  was  going  to  aflc  her  fome 
queftions,  for  her  better  informationj 
for  (he  thought  that  what  (he  had  told 
her  was  not  fufficient  to  expofe  herfelf 
to  undertake  a  journey  to  no  purpofe: 
however,  (lie  would  not  fend  after  her 
to  bring  her  back,  but  endeavoured  to 
remember  all  (he  had  told  her;  and  when 
me  thought  (he  had  recol le&ed  every 
word,  (he  took  a  great  pleafure  in  think- 
ing of  the  fatisfaftion  (he  (hould  have, 
if  (he  could  get  thefe  wonderful  things 
into  her  pofTeflion;  but  then  again,  the 
difficulties  (he  apprehended,  and  the 
fear  of  not  fucceeding,  made  her  very 
uneafy. 

She  was  loft  in  thefe  thoughts,  when 
her  brothers  returned  from  huntingj 
who,  when  they  entered  the  great  hall, 
inftead  of  finding  her  merry  and  briflc, 
as  (he  ufed  to  be,  were  amazed  to  fee 
her  fo  penfive,  and  hang  down  her  head, 
as  if  fomething  troubled  her. 

*  Sifter,'  (aid  Prince  Bahman,  'what 

*  is  become  of  all  your  mirth  and  plea- 
'  fantry?     What!  are  you  not  well?  or 

*  has  fome  misfortune  befel  you?  Have 

*  you  any  reafon  to  be  fo  melancholy? 
'  Come,  tell  uss  that  we  may-do  what 

*  is  becoming  us,   and  give  you  fome 
1   relief.   If  any  body  has  affronted  you, 

*  we  will  revenge  it.' 

The  Princefs  Parizade  remained  in 
the  fame  polture  fome  time;  but  at  la(t 
lifted  up  her  eyes  to  look  at  her  bro- 
thers, and  then  held  them  down  again, 
telling  them  nothing  difturbed  her. 

«  Ah!  fjfter,'  faid  Prince  Bahman, 
'  you  hide  the  truth  from  us;  and  1 

*  am  Cure  there  is  fomething  extraor- 

4  £•  *  dinary 
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dinary  makes  yon  fo  grave:  it  is  im- 
poflible,  for  the  fhort  time  we  have 
been  abfenr,  we  could  obferve  fo  fud- 
den  a  change,  if  nothing  was  the 
matter  with  you.  You  would  not 
have  us  fatisfied  with  the  anfwer  you 
have  given  us:  do  not  conceal  any 
thing  from  us,  unlefs  you  would  have 
us  believe  that  you  renounce  our 
friendfhip,  and  the  ft  rift  union  we 
have  hitherto  preferved  from  our  in- 
fancy.' 

The  princefs,  unwilling  to  break 
with  her  brothers,  would  not  let  them 
long  entertain  fuch  a  thought  or  fu- 
fpicion;  but  faid — '  When  I  told  you 
nothing  difturbed  me,  I  meant  no- 
thing that  was  of  any  great  import- 
ance, either  to  you  or  me:  but  fince 
you  prefs  me  to  tell  you  by  our  ftrift 
union  and  friendfhip,  I  will.  You 
think,  and  I  always  believed  fo  too, 
that  this  houfe,  which  our  father  has 
built,  was  compleat  in  every  thing; 
but  this  day  I  have  learned  that  it 
wants  three  things,  which  would  ren- 
der it  fo  perfeft,  that  no  country  feat 
could  be  compared  with  it.  Thefe 
three  things  are,  the  talking-bird,  the 
finging  tree,  and  the -yellow-water:' 
and  after  ftie  had  informed  them  of  the 
xcellencyof  thefe  three  rarities — 'A 
religious  woman,'  added  (he,  '  has 
made  this  difcovery  to  me,  and  told 
me  the  place  where  they  are  to  be 
found,  and  the  way  thither.  Perhaps 
you  may  imagine  thefe  three  things 
trifles,  and  our  houfe  without  thefe 
additions  fine  enough;  but  think 
what  you  pleafe,  for  my  part,  I  muft 
tell  you,  that  I  am  perfuaded  they  are 
abfolutely  neceflary;  and  I  Ihall  not 
be  eafy  without  them:  therefore,  whe- 
ther you  value  them  or  not,  I  defire 
you  to  give  me  your  opinion,  what 
perfon  you  may  think  proper  to  fend 
on  this  conqueft.' 

<  Sifter,'  replied  Prince  Bahman, 
nothing  can  concern  you  which  we 
have  not  an  equal  intereft  in.  It  is 
enough  that  you  have  a  defire  for  the 
things  you  mention,  to  oblige  us  to 
endeavour  to  get  them;  but  if  you 
had  nof.  we  might:  I  am  perfuaded 
my  brother  is  of  my  opinion,  and 
therefore  we  ought  to  undertake  this 
conqueft,  as>you  call  ir;  for  the  im- 
portance and  Angularity  of  it  deferves 
that  name  j  and  i  will  take  that  charge 


upon  myfelf;  tell  me  only  the  phce, 
and  the  way  to  it,  and  I  will  defer 
my  journey  no  longer  than  till  to- 
morrow.' 

Brother,'  faid  Prince  Perviz,  «  it  is 
not  convenient  that  you,  who  are  the 
prop  and  ftay  of  the  family,  mould 
be  abfent  fo  long:   I  defire  my  fifter 
would  join  wi:h  me  to  oblige  you  to 
abandon  yourdefign,  and  think  well 
of  my  going.   I  hope  I  may  be  able  to 
acquit  myfelf  as  well,  and  things  will 
be  more  in  order  at  horns.' — «  I  am 
perfuaded,    brother,  of  your  good- 
will,' replied  Prince  Bahman,   «  and 
that  you  will  acquit  yourfelf  as  well 
or    better  than  rue  in  this    journey: 
but  it  is  a  thing  I  have  refolved  on, 
and  will  do;  and  I  have  no  occafion 
to   recommend  to  you    the    necefllty 
of  flaying  at  home  with   our  lifter.' 
The  remainder  of  that  day  he  fpent  in 
making  provifion  for  his  journey,  and 
informing  himfelf,   from  the  princefs, 
of  the  directions  the  devotee  left   her, 
that  he  might  not  mifs    his  way. 

The  next  morn  ing  early,  Prince  Bah- 
man took  horfe,  and  Prince  Perviz,  and 
the  Printers  Parizade,   who  would  fee 
him  fet  out,  embraced  and  wifhed  him 
a  good  journey;  but,  in   the  midft  of 
their  adieus,  the  princefs  remembered 
one  thing,  which  (he  never  thought  of 
before.     «  Alas!  brother,'  faid  fhe,  «  I 
had  quite  forgot  the  accidents  which 
attend  travellers:  who  knows  whether 
I  (hall  ever  fee  you   again?    Alight, 
I  befeech   you,   and  do  not  go  this 
journey.     J  would  rather  he  depriv- 
ed of  the  fight  and  pofleflion  of  the 
talking-bird,   finging-tree,  and  yel- 
low-water,  than  run    the  rifque  of 
never  feeing  you  more.' 
*  Sifter,'    replied    Prince    Bahman, 
fmiling  at  the  fudden  fears  of  the  Prin- 
cefs Parizade,  *  my  refolution  is  fixed} 
and,  was  it  not,  I  mould  determine 
upon  it    now.     The   accidents  you 
fpeak  of  befal  only  thofe  who  are  un- 
fortunate.    It  is  true,  I  may  be  of 
that  number;  but  there  are  more  who 
are  not  fo,  than  who  are.     However, 
as  events  are  doubtful,  and  I  may  fail 
in  this  undertaking,  all  I  can  do  is  to 
leave  you  this  knife.' 
Then    Prince    Bahman,    pulling    a 
knife  out  of  his  pocket,  and  prefenting 
it  in  the  fheath  to  the  princefs,   faid — , 
*  Here?  filter,  take  this  knife;  and  give 
«  yourfelf 
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yourfelf  the  trouble  fometimes  to  pull 
it  out  of  the  fheath:  when  you  fee  It 
clean,  as  it  is  now,  it  mall  be  a  fign 
that  I  am  alive;  but  if  you  find  it 
ftained  with  blood,  then  you  may  be- 
lieve me  to  be  dead,  and  favour  me 
with  your  prayers.' 
The  Princefs  Pai  izade  could  obtain 
nothing  more  of  Prince  Bahman,  who 
bid  her  and  Prince  Perviz  adieu  for  the 
la'ft  time,  and  rode  away  well  mounted, 
armed  and  equipped;  and  when  he  got 
into  the  road,  never  turned  ro  the  right- 
hand  nor  to  the  left,  but  went  dire&ly 
forwards  towards  India.  The  twen- 
tieth day  he  perceived  on  the  road -fide 
an  old  man,  the  fight  of  whom  was 
frightful,  who  fat  under  a  tree  at  fonie 
fmall  diftance  from  a  thatched  houfe, 
which  was  his  habitation. 

His  eye-  brows  were  as  white  as  fnow, 
and  fo  was  the  hair  of  his  head;  his 
inuftaches  turned  up  to  his  nofe;  and, 
with  his  beard,  which  reached  down  to 
his  waifly  hid  his  mouth.  The  nails  of 
his  hands  and  feet  were  grown  to  an 
exceflive  length;  his  hat  was  douched 
about  his  ears;  he  had  no  cloaths,  but 
only  a  mat  thrown  over  his  moulders. 

This  good  old  man  was  a  dsrvife, 
wjio  had  for  many  years  retired  from 
the  world,  and  had  negle6led  himfelf, 
and  went  in  that  manner  to  give  him- 
felf up  entirely  to  the  fervice  of  God. 

Prince  Bahman,  who  had  been  all 
that  morning  very  diligent  to  fee  if  he 
could  meet  with  any  body  that  could 
give  him  information  of  the  place  he 
was  going  to,  flopped  when  he  came 
near  the  dervife,  and  alighted  from  off 
his  horfe,  to  be  the  more  conformable 
to\  the  directions  the  religious  woman 
had  given  the  Princefs  Parizade;  and, 
leading  his  horfe  by  the  bridle,  advanc- 
ed towards  him,  and  fainting  him,  faid 
— -'  God  prolong  your  good  days,  good 
*  father,  and  fulfil  your  defires  !' 

The  dervife  returned  the  prince's  fa- 
lute,  but  fo  unintelligibly,  that  he  could 
not  underftand  one  word  he  faid  : 
Prince  Bahman,  perceiving  that  this  ob- 
ftru6tion  of  fpeech  proceeded  from  the 
dervife's  muftaches  hanging  over  his 
mouth,  and  at  the  fame  time  unwilling 
to  go  any  farther  without  the  Jnftruc- 
tions  he  wanted,  pulled  out  a  pair  of  fcif- 
fars  he  had  about  him,  and  having  tied 
his  horfe  faft  to  a  tree,  faid  to  the  der- 
vife—' Honefl  friend,  I  want  to  have 


fome  talk  with  youj  but  your  mufta- 
ches prevent  my  underltanding  what 
you  fay;  and  if  you  will  confent,  I 
will  cut  off  fome  part  of  them,  and 
your  eye-brows,  which  disfigure  you 
fo  much,  that  you  look  more  like  a 
bear  than  a  man.* 

The  dervife  never  oppofed  the  prince, 
but  let  him  do  what  he  would  ;  and 
when  the  prince  had  cut  off  as  muck 
hair  as  he  thought  fit,  he  perceived  that 
the  dervife  had  a  good  clear  frefh  fkin, 
and  that  he  was  notfo  old  as  he  appear- 
ed to  be.  «  Honeft  dervife,'  faid  he, 
'  if  I  had  a  glafs,  I  would  ihew  you 

*  how  young  you  look:   you  are  now 

*  a  man  ;    but,  before,  nobody   could 
c  tell  what  you  were.' 

The  careffcs  and  behaviour  of  Prince 
Bahman  made   the  dervife   fmile,  and 
return  his  compliment.    *  Sir,1  faid  he, 
whoever  you  are,    I    am    infinitely 
obliged  to  you  for  the  favour  you  have 
done  me;  and  am  ready  to  (hew  my 
acknowledgment  by  doing  any  thing" 
"for  you  that  lies  in  my  power:    you 
muft  have  alighted  here   upon   fome 
account  or  other;  therefore  tell  me 
what  it  is,  and  I  will  endeavour  to 
ferve  you,  if  I  can/ 
«  Good  dervife,'  replied  Prince  Bah* 
man,  «  I  have  come  a  great  way;  and 
am  in  fearch  after  the  talking. bird, 
and  finging-tree,  and  yellow-water* 
I  know  thefe  three  things  are  not  far 
from  hence,  but  cannot  tell  exactly 
the  place  where  they  are  to  be  found: 
if  you  know,  I  conjure  you  to  mew 
me  the  way,  that  I  may  not  miftake 
it,  and  lofe  my  labour,' 
The  prince,  while  he  fpoke,  obferv- 
edthatthedervifechanged  countenance, 
held  down  his  eyes,  and  looked  very 
ferious,  and  inftead  of  making  any  re- 
ply,   remained   filentj    which   obliged 
him  to  fay  to  him  again — <  Good  father, 
I  fancy  you  did  nqt  hear  me;  tell  me 
whether  you  know  what  I  afked  you 
or  not,  that  I  may  not  lofe  my  time, 
but  inform  myfelf  fomewhereelfe.' 
At   laft  the    dervife    broke   filences 
Sir,'  faid  he  to  Prince  Bahman,  « I 
know  the  way  you  afk  of  me;  but 
the  friendfhip  which  I  .conceived  for 
you  the  firft  moment  I  faw  you,  and 
which  is  grown  ftronger  by  the  favour 
you  have  done  me,  kept  me  in  fu- 
fpenfe,  to  knowwhether  I  mould  give 
you   the  fatisfa&ion  you    defire.'— 
4  L  z  <  What 
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•  What  motive  can  hinder  it?'  replied 
the  prince; '  and  what  difficulties  do  you 
find  in  it?'—'  I  will  tell  you,'  replied 
the  dervife;  *  the  danger  you  are  going 
«  to  expofe  yourfelf  to  is  greater  than 
«  you  believe  it  to  be.  A  great  num- 
«  her  of  fine  gentlemen,  who  have  had 

*  as  much  bravery  and  courage  as  you, 
4  have  patted  by  here,  and  afked  me  the 
'  fame  queftion  you  do  now;  and  when 

*  I  had  ufed  all  my  endeavours  to  per- 
«  fuadethem  to  defift,  they  would  not 

*  believe  me;  at  laft  I  have  yielded  to 
«  their  importunities,  and  againft  my 
«  will  (hewed  them  the  way;  and  I  can 

*  affure  you  they  have  all  perifhed,  and 

*  not  one  came  back  again:    therefore 
«  if  you  have  any  regard  for  your  life, 
'  take  my  advice,  go  no  farther,  but  re- 

*  turn  home.' 

Prince  Bahman  perfifted  in  his  refo- 
lution.  '  I  am  obliged  to  you,'  faid  he 
to  the  dervife,  '  for  the  friendfhip  you 

*  exprefs  for  me;   but  will  not  believe 

*  that  your  advice  is  fmcere;  and  what- 

*  ever  the  danger  may  be  you  tell  me 
'  of,  nothing  (hall  make  me  change  my 

*  intent:   whoever  attacks  me,    I  am 

*  well  armed,  and  can  fay  I  am  as  brave 
'  as  any  one." — 'But  they  who  (hall  at- 
4  tack  you  are  not  to  be  feen,'  replied 
the  dervife ;    *  and   there  are  a   great 


'   black  ftones,  and   will  hear  on  all 
'  fides  of  you  confufed  voices,  which 

*  will  fay  a  thoufand  injurious  things 

*  to  you  to  difcourage  you,  and  prevent 
'  your  climbing  up  the  hill:    but  you 
.'  muft  have  a  care  left  you   be  afraid, 
'  and,   above  all  things,   not  to  turn 
'  your  head  and  look  behind  you;   for 
'  in  that  inftant  that  you  do,  you  will 
«  be  changed  into  fuch  a  (tone  as  thofe 
'  you  fee,  which  are  all  fo  many  gen- 
'  tlemen,  who  have  failed  in  this  en- 
'  terprize.  If  you  efcape  the  great  dan- 
'  ger  which  I  give  you  but  a  flight  de- 
c  fcription  of,  that  you  might  think  of 
'  it,  and  get  to  the  top  of  the  mountain, 

*  you  will  fee  a  cage,  and  in  that  cage 
'  is  the  bird  you  feek:  afk  him  for  the 
'  finging-tree,  and  the  yellow-water, 
<  and  he  will  (hew  you  where  they  are. 
«  I  have  nothing  more  to  fay,   rince  I 
'  have  told  you  what  to  do,  and  what 
'  danger  you  muft  avoid.     But  if  you 

*  would  believe  me,   you  would  take 
«  my  advice,  and  not  ejcpofe  your  life. 
'  Conlider  once  more,  while  you  have 

*  time,  that  the  difficulty  is  almoft  in- 

*  fuperable,  fince  it  is  almoft  impofli- 
'  ble  to  arm  yourfelf  againft  that  fur- 
'  prize,  as  you  may  well  comprehend.* 

«  I  am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for 
'  your  advice,'  replied  Prince  Bahman, 


'  many  of  them:  how  will  you  defend     after  he  had  received  the  bowl,  *  but 
<  vnm-frlf  ao-ainft  invifihle  nerfons?'—     *   cannot  follow  it:  however,  I  will  en- 


yourfelf  againft  invifible  perfons? 
'  It  is  no  matter  what  you  fay,'   an- 
fwered  the  prince;  <  you  fhall  not  per- 
'  fuade  me  from  my  defign  :  and,  fince 

*  you    know  the  way,  I  conjure  you 

*  once  more  to  tell  me,  and  not  refufe 
«  me  that  favour.' 

When  the  dervife  found  he  could  not 

prevail  upon  Prince  Bahman,  and  that 

he  was  obftinately  bent  to  purfue  his 

journey,   notwithstanding  the   whole- 

fome-  advice  he  gave  him,  he  put  his 

hand  into  a  bag  that  lay  by  him,   and 

pulled  out  a  bowl,  which  he  presented 

to  him.  *  Since  I  cannot  get  you  to  hear 

me,   and  take   my  advice,'  faid  he, 

take  this  bowl;  and  when  you  are  on 

horfeback,  throw  it  before  you,  and 

follow  it  to  the  foot  of  a  mountain, 

where  it  will  ftop.     As  foon  as  the 

bowl  ftops,  alight,    and  leave  your 

horfe  with  the  bridle  over  his  neck, 

and  he  will  ftand  in  the  fame  place 

till  you  return.     As  you  go  up  the 

hill,  you  will  fee,  on  your  right  and 

Iftt-har.t1.}  a  great  quantity  of  large 


*  deavour  to  conform  myfelf  to  that 

*  part  of  it  which  bids  me  not  to  look 
'  behind  me;  and  hope  to  come  and  fee 
«  you  again  foon,  and  thank  you  more 

*  when  I  have  got  what  I  am  in  fearch 

*  after.'     After  thefe  words,  to  which 
the  dervife  made  no  other  anfwer  than 
that  he  mould  be  overjoyed  to  fee  him 
again,  he  mounted  his  horfe,  took  his 
leave  of  the  dervife  with  a  low  bow,  and 
threw  the  bowl  before  him. 

The  bowl  rolled  away,  and  at  laft 
had  as  much  ftrength  as  when  Prince 
Bahman  firft  delivered  it  out  of  his 
hand,  which  obliged  him  to  put  his 
horfe  to  a  good  pace  to  follow  it;  and 
when  it  came  to  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tain, it  (topped,  as  the  dervife  had  faid. 
The  prince  alighted  from  off  his  horfe, 
which  never  ftirred  off  the  fpot;  and 
having  firft  looked  up  the  mountain, 
and  feen  the  black  ftones,  afterwards 
began  to  climb  up  it;  but  had  not  gone 
four  fteps,  before  he  heard  the  voices, 
though  he  could  fee  nobody:  fome  faid 
— «  Where 
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— «  Where  is   that  rafh  man  going? 

•  What  would  he  have?  Do  not  let  him 
«   pafs.'  Others — '  Stophim,  catch  him, 

*  kill  him!1  And  others  again,  as  loud 
as   thunder — *  Ah!    ^hief!    murderer! 
'  afs!  afTafiin!'  While  feme,  in  a  gibing 
tone,  cried — '  No,  no,  do  not  hurt  him  j 
«  let  the  pretty  thing  pafs:  we  keep  the 
«  bird  and  cage  for  him!' 

Notwithftanding  all  thofetroublefome 
voices,  Prince  Bahman  mounted  with- 
courage  and  refolution;  but  the  voices 
increafing  their  noife  both  behind  and 
before  him,  at  lafthe  was  frighted,  his 
legs  trembled  under  him,  he  reeled, 
and  prefently  fo.und  that  all  his  ftrength 
and  courage  failed  him;  he  forgot  the 
dervife's  advice,  turned  about  to  run 
down  the  hill,  and  was  that  inftant 
changed  into  a  black  ftone;  which  me- 
tamorphofis  had  happened  to  many 
more  befides  him,  who  had  attempted 
the  fame  thing.  His  horfe  likewife 
underwent  the  lame  fate. 

From  the  time  of  Prince  Bahman's 
departure,  the  Princefs  Parizade,  always 
wore  the  knife  and  (heath  in  her  girdle, 
and  pulled  it  out  feveral  times  in  a  day, 
to  know  whether  her  brother  was  alive  $ 
and  oftentimes  me  and  Prince  Perviz, 
who  often  afked  her  what  news,  dif- 
courfed  together  on  that  fubjeft. 

On  the  fatal  day  that  Prince  Bah- 
man was  metamorphofed  into  a  ftone, 
as  Prince  Perviz  and  the  princefs  were 
talking   together  in   the   evening,    as 
\ifual,  the  prince  defired    his  filter  to 
pull  out  the  knife,  to  know  how  their 
brother  did.     The  princefs  pulled  out 
the  knife,  and  looking  upon  it,  and 
feeing  the  blood  run  down  the  point, 
was  feized  with   fo   much  horror  and 
grief,  that  (he  threw  it  down.     <  Ah  ! 
my  dear  brother,'  cried  me,  *  I  have 
been  the  caufe  of  your  death}  and 
fhall  never  fee  you  more!  How  un- 
happy am  I!  Why  did  I  tell  you  of 
the    talking-bird,    finging-tree,  and 
yellow-water;  or  rather,  what  mat- 
tet  of  importance  was   it  to  me,  to 
know  whether  the   religious  woman 
thought  this  houfe  uglyor  handfome, 
or  compleator  not!  I  wifh  to  Heaven 
me  had  never  addrefled  herfelf  to  me. 
Deceitful  hypocrite!'   added  (he^  «  is 
this  the  return  thou  haft  made  me  for 
the  kind  reception  I  gave  thee?   Why 
didft  thou  tell  me  of  a  bird,  a  tree, 
and  water,  which  are  all  imaginary, 


'  as  I  am  perfuaded  they  are,  by  my 
*  dear  brother's  deathj  yet  difturb  me, 
'  and  all  by  thy  enchantment  ?' 

Prince  Perviz  was  as  much  afflicted 
at  the  death  of  Prince  Bahman  as   the 
princefs:  but,  not  to  watte  time  in  need- 
lefs  regrets,  as  he  knew  by  the  prin- 
cefs's  ibrrow  that /he  ftill  paflionately 
defired  the  poffeffion  of  the  talking-bird, 
finging-tree,  and  the  golden-water,  he 
interrupted  her,  and  faid — '  Our  regret 
and  tears  for  our  brother  j>ahman  are 
all  vain  and  ufelefs,  fince  all  our  grief 
cannot  reftore  him  to  life  again;  it  is 
the  will  of  Heaven,  and  we  muft  fub- 
mit  to  it,  and  adore  the  decrees  of  the 
Almighty,    without    fearching   into 
them.     Why  fhould  you  now  doubt 
of  the  truth  of  what  the  holy  woman 
told  you?  Do  you  think  fhe  fpoke  to 
you  of  three  things  that  were  not  in 
being?  and  that  (he  invented  thatftory 
on  purpofe  to  deceive  you,  who  had 
given  her  no  caufe  to  do  fo,  fince  you, 
received  her  with  all  the  bounty  and 
civility  poflible?  Let  us  rather  believe, 
that  our  brother's  death  is  owing  to 
fome  fault  or  accident,  which  we  can- 
not imagine;  and  therefore  it  ought 
not  to  prevent  us  from  puffuing  what 
we   do   and  ought  to   wifh    for.      I 
offered  to  go  this  journey ;  and  am  in 
the  fame  mind   and   readinefs  ftill: 
his  fate  has  no  effect  uponlny  refo- 
lution; to-morrow  I  will  go  myfelf.* 
The  princefs  did  all  fhe  could  to  dif- 
fuade  Prince  Perviz  off  his  journey,  con- 
juring him  not   to  expofe  her  to  the 
lofs  of  two  brothers:  but  he  jefolved, 
and   all  the  remonflrances    fhe   could 
urge  had  no  effeft  uponv  him.     Before 
he  went,  that  fhe  might  know  what  fuc- 
cefs  he  had,  he  left  her,  as  his  brother 
had  done,  a  knife,  and  a.necklace  of  a 
hundred  pearls,  telling  her  that  if  they 
would  not  run  when  (he  told  them  up- 
on  the  firing,  but  remain   fixed,  that 
would  be  a  certain  fign  he  had  under- 
gone the  fame  fate  as  his  brother;  but 
at  the  fame  time  told  her,  he  hoped  that 
would  never  happen,  but  that  he  fhould 
have  the  happinefs  to  fee  her  again  to  her 
utmoft  fatisfaclion. 

Prince  Pei  viz,  on  the  twentieth  day 
from  his  f'etting  out,  met  with  the  fame 
dervife  in  the  lame  place  his  brother 
Bahman  had  done  before  him.  He 
went  direclly  up  to  him;  and,  after  he 
had  faluted  him,  afked  him  if  he  could 

tell 
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tell  him  where  to  find  the  talking-bird, 
the  Tinging- tree,  and  the  golden -water. 
The  dervife  made  the  fame  difficulties 
and  remonftrances  he  had  done  to  Prince 
Bahman;  telling  him,  that  a  young 
gentleman,  who  very  m.uch  refembled 
him,  had  been  with  him  within  a  fhort 
time;  that,  overcome  by  his  importu- 
nity and  preffing  influence,  he  had  (hewn 
him  the  way  by  giving  him  a  guide, 
and  told  him  how  to  behave  himfelf 
to  fucceed;  but  withal,  that  he  had 
never  feenhim  fince,  and  neverdifput- 
«d  but  he  had  met  the  lame  fate  as 
many  others  had  undergone. 

'  Good  dervife/  anfwered"  Prince 
Perviz,  *'I  know  whom  you  fpeak  of; 

*  he  was  my  brother:  and  lam  inform  - 

*  ed  of  the  certainty  of  his  death;  but 

*  know  not  how  it  was.' — '  I  can  tell,' 
replied  the  dervife:  '  he  was  changed 
«  into  a  black  ftone,  as  all  I  fpeak  of 

*  have  been ;  and  you  ought  to  expe£t 
«  the  fame  unlefs  you  obferve,  more 
«  exactly  than  he  has  done,  the  good 
«  advice  I  gave  him,  in  cafe  you  perfift 
<  in  your  refolution;  which  I  once  more 

*  entreat  you  to  defift  from.' 

*  Dervife,'  faid  Prince  Perviz,  *  I 
'  cannot  enough  exprefs  how  much  I 
«  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  care  you 
«  take  of  my  life,  fince  I  am  a  ftranger 
'  to  you,  and  have  done  nothing  to  de- 

*  ferve  fo  much  good  will:  but  I  muft 
«  tell  you,  I  have  deliberated  too  long 
«  upon  this  enterprize  to  quit  it  now; 
«  therefore  beg  of  you  to  do  me  the  fa  me 
"  favour  you   have  done  my  brother. 
«  Perhaps  I  may   have  better  fuccefs, 
«  and  may  follow  the  directions  I  ex- 
«  peft   from  you.' — '  Since  I   eannot 
«  prevail  with   you,'  faid   the  dervife, 
«  nor  pe'rfuade  you  to  abandon  what  you 

*  have  fo  obftinately  refolved  on,  if  my 
'  age  did  not  prevent  me,  and  I  could 

*  ftand,  I  would  get  up  to  reach  you  a 
«  bowl  I  have  here,  which  will  (hew  you 
«  the  way.' 

Upon  this  the  prince  alighted  from 
his  horfe,  and  went  up  to  the  dervife, 
who  took  a  bowl  out  of  his  bag,  in 
which  he  had  a  great  many  others,  and 
pave  it  him,  with  the  fame  directions 
he  had  given  Prince  Bahman. 

Prince  Perviz  thanked  the  dervifej 
and  when  he  had  mounted  his  horfe, 
and  taken  his  leave,  he  threw  his  bowl. 
When  the  bowl  came  to  the  bottom  of 
the  hill,  it  (topped,  and  the  prince  got 
off  his  horfe,  and  flood  fome  time  to  re- 


collecT:  upon  the  dervife's  directions, 
and  then  began  to  walk  up  with  a  refo- 
lution to  reach  the  top;  but  before  he 
had  gone  above  fix  fteps,  he  heard  a 
voice  behind  him,  which  feeined  to  be 
very  near  him,  fay,  in  an  infulting  tone 
—  '  Stay,  rafti  youth,  that  I  may  punifh 
?  thee  for  thy  boldnefs!" 

Upon  this  affront,  the  prince,  for- 
getting the  derviie's  advice,  clapped 
his  hand  upon  his  fword,  and  drew  it; 
and  turning  about  to  revenge  himfelf, 
had  fcarce  time  to  fee  that  nobody 
followed  him,  before  he  and  his  horfe 
were  changed  into  black  ftones. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Princefs  Pari- 
zade,  feveral  times  a  day  after  her  bro- 
ther Perviz  fet  out,  ftrung  over  her 
necklace,  which  (he  generally  held  in 
her  hand,  and  failed  not  every  night 
/he  went  to  bed  to  do  the  fame,  and  tie 
it  about  her  neck,  and  in  the  morning 
count  over  the  pearls  again. 

The  day  that  Prince  Perviz  was 
changed  into  a  ftone,  me  was  pulling 
over  the  pearls  as  (lie  ufed  to  do,  when 
all  of  a  fudden  (he  could  not  ftir  them, 
and  never  difputed  but  that  it  was  a 
certain  token  that  the  prince  her  brother 
was  dead:  but  as  (he  had  determined 
before  what  to  do,  in  cafe  it  fliould  fo 
happen,  (lie  loft  no  time  in  outward 
(hews  of  grief,  which  (he  difguifed  as 
much  as'podible;  and  having  armed  and 
difguifed  herfelf  in  man's  apparel,  (he 
took  horfe  the  next  morning,  having 
told  her  fcrvants  ftie  mould  return  in 
two  or  three  days,  and  took  the  fame 
road  her  brothers  had  done  before  her. 

The  princefs,  who  had  been  ufed  to 

ride  on  horfeback  in  hunting,  fupport- 

ed  the  fatigue  of  fo  long  a  journey  bet- 

ter than  other  ladies  could  have  donej 

and  as  (he  made  the  fame  days  journeys 

as  her  brothers,  (he  met  with  the  der- 

vife on  the  twentieth.  When  (he  came 

near  him,   (he  alighted  off  lier  horfe, 

and,  leading  him  by  the  bridle,  went 

and  fat  down  by  the  dervife;  and  after 

(he  had  faluted  him,    faid  —  «  Honed 

man,  will  you  give  me  leave  to  fit  by 

you?   And  do  me  the  favour  to  tell 

me  if  you  have  not  heard,  that  there 

are  fomewhere  hereabouts  a  talking- 

bird,  finging-tree,  and  yellow-wa- 

ter?' 

«  Mad,am,'  anfwered  the  dervife, 
fince  by  your  voice  I  know  you  to  be 
woman  difguifed  in  man's  apparel, 
pliment, 


I  thank  you  for  your  compl 


«  and 
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and  receive  the  honour  you  do  me 
with  a  great  deal  of  pleafure.  1  know 
the  place  very  well  where  thefe  things 
you  fpeak  of  are  to  be  found.  But 
what  makes  you  afk  me  this  quef- 
tion?' 

'  Good  dervife,'  replied  the  princefs, 
I  have  had  fuch  an  advantageous  re- 
lation  of  them  given  me,  that  I  have 
a  great  defire  to  have  them.' — 'Ma- 
dam,' replied  the  dervife,  '  you  have 
been  told  the  truth;  thefe  things  are 
more  fingular  and  furprizing  than 
they  have  been  reprefented  to  you: 
but  you  have  not  been  acquainted 
with  the  unfurmouhtable  difficulties 
to  obtain  them.  If  you  had  been  in- 
formed of  them,  you  would  not  cer- 
tainly have  undertaken  fo  dangerous 
and  troublefome  anenterprize.  Take 
my  advice,  and  da  not  go  any  farther; 
and  do  not  urge  me  to  contribute  to- 
wards your  ruin.' 

'  Good  father,'  faid  the  princefs,  c  I 
have  come  a  great  way;  and  fliould 
be  forry  to  return  back  again  without 
executing  my  defign.  You  talk  of 
difficulties,  and  my  running  in  dan- 
ger of  my  life;  but  you  do  not  tell 
me  what  thofe  difficulties  are,  and 
wherein  .the  danger  lies;  which  is 
what  I  defire  to  know,  that  I  may 
confider  of  it,  and  know  whether  I 
have  courage  and  refolution  enough 
to  undertake  it.' 

Then  the  dervife  repeated  to  the 
Princefs  Parizade  what  he  had  faid  to 
the  Princes  Bahman  and  Perviz,  exag- 
gerating upon  the  difficulties  of  climb- 
ing up  to  the  top  of  the  mountain, 
where  (he  was  to  make  herfelf  miftrefs 
of  the  bird,  which  would  inform  her  of 
the  finging-tree  and  golden-water; 
the  noife  and  clamour  of  the  terrible 
threatening  voices,  which  me  would 
hear  on  all  fides  of  her,  without  feeing 
any  body ;  and  in  ftiort,  the  great  quan- 
tity of  black  ftones,  the  only  objects 
moft  capable  of  ftriking  terror  into  her, 
or  any  other  perfon,  to  refleft,  that 
thofe  ftones  were  fo  many  brave  gentle- 
men, metamorphofed  into  that  form 
and  fubftance,  for  not  obferving  the 
principal  directions  for  a  perfon  to  fuc- 
ceed  in  that  undertaking,  which  was, 
not  to  look  behind  them  before  they  had 
got  poflefllon  of  the  bird  and  cage. 

When  the  dervife  had  done,  the  prin- 
cefs replied — '  By  what  I  comprehend 
*  from  your  difcgurfe,  t!>e  difficulty  of 


fucceeding  in  this  affair  is,  firft,  the 
getting  up  to  the  cage,  without  he- 
ing  frightened  at  the  terrible  voice* 
I  fhall  hear;  and,  fecondly,  not  to 
look  behind  me.  For  this  laft,  I  hope 
I  (hall  be  miftrefs  enough  of  myfelf 
to  obferve  it.  As  to  the  firft,  I  own, 
that  thofe  voices,  fuch  as  you  repre- 
fent  them  to  be,  are  capable  of  ftrik- 
ing terror  into  the  molt  undaunted: 
but  as  in  all  enterprizes  and  dangers, 
every  one  may  ufe  art  and  manage- 
ment, I  defire  to  know  of  you,  if  I 
may  make  ufe  of  ore  of  great  import- 
ance."—  'And  what  is  that  manage- 
ment you  would  make  ufe  of?' faid 
he  dervife.  *  To  ftop  my  ears  fo  hard 
with  cotton,'  anfwered  the  princefs, 
that  I  may  not  hear  the  voices,  and 
by  that  means  prevent  the  i.mprelfion 
they  may  make  upon  my  mind,  and 
that  I  may  not  lofe  the  ufe  of  my  rea- 
fon.' 

«  O  Madam,'  replied  the  dervife,  « of 
all   the  perfons  who  have  addrefTad 
themfelves  to  me,  to  know  the  way, 
I  do  not  know  that  ever  any  one  made 
ufe  of  what  you  propofe;    but  this  I 
know,  they  all  peri(hed.    If  you  per- 
fift  in  your  defign,  you  may  make  the 
experiment;    but  I  would  not  have 
you  expofe  yourfelf  to  the  danger." 
*  What!'  replied  the  princefs,   *  not 
perfift  in  my  defign!  I  am  fure  I  (hall 
fucceed,  and  am  refolved  to  try  the 
experiment;   therefore  only  want  to 
know/ which  way  I  mu ft  go,  which  is 
a  favour  I  conjure  you  not  to  refufe 
me.'  The  dervife  exhorted  her  again, 
to  confider  well  what  (he  was  going  to 
do;   but  finding  her  refolute,   he  took 
out  a  bowl,   and,   prefenting  it  to  her, 
faid—'  Takethis  bowl;  and  when  you 
have  mounted  your  horfeagain,  throw 
it  before  you,  and  follow  it  till  itftops 
at  the  bottom  of  the  mountain,  and 
there  alight  off  your  horfe.      You 
know  the  reft:  but  be  fure  to  remem- 
ber what  I  have  told  you.' 
After    the    Princefs   Parizade    had 
thanked  the  dervife,  and  taken  her  leave 
of  him,  (he  mounted  her  horfe,  threw 
the  bowl    before  her,  and  followed  it 
till  it  ftopt  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain. 
The  princefs  alighted  off  her  horfe, 
flopped  her  ears  with  cotton;  and,  after 
/he  had  well  examined  the  way  (he  was 
to  go  to  get  up  to  the  top,  (he  began 
with  a  moderate  pace,   and  walked  up 
with  intrepidity.    She  heard  the  voices, 

and 
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and  perceived  the  great  fervice  the  cot- 
ton  was  to  her.  The  higher  (he  went, 
the  louder  the  voices  feemed;  but  were 
not  capable  of  making  any  impreflion 
on  her.  She  heard  a  great  many  af- 
fronting bafe  things,  which  were  very 
difagreeable  to  a  woman,  which  (lie 
only  laughed  at.  *  I  mind  not,'  faid 
(he  to  herfelf,  «  all  that  can  be  faid;  I 
«  only  laugh  at  them,  and  mail  purfue 
«  my  way.'  At  lad  fhe  got  fo  high, 
that  (he  began  to  perceive  the  cage  and 
bird,  which  endeavoured,  with  the 
voices,  to  fright  her,  crying  in  a  voice 
as  loud  as  them,  notwithstanding  the 
fmallnefs  of  if  sfize — 'Retire,  fool;  and 
«  come  no  nearer.' 

The  princefs,  encouraged  more  by 
this  object,  redoubled  her  hafte  when 
fhe  faw  herfelf  juft  at  her  journey's 
end,  and  got  to  the  top  of  the  moun- 
tain, where  the  ground  was  all  level 
and  even;  and,  running  direftly  to  the 
cage,  and  clapping  her  hand  upon  it, 
cried—'  Bird,  bird!  I  have  got  thee,  in 

*  fpiteofthee'  Thou  (halt  notefcspeme.' 

While  ..the    Princefs    Parizade    was 
pulling  the  cotton  out  of  her  ears,  the 
birc'  laid  to  her — «  Brave  lady,  be  not 
angry    with    ire,    for    endeavouring 
to  preferve  my  liberty;  for,  though 
kept  in  a  cage,  I  was  content    with 
;ny   condition;    but    fince  I  am   de- 
ftined   to  be  a  flave,  I  would  rather 
be  yours  than  any  other  perfon's   in 
the  world,    fince  you  have  obtained 
me  fo  courageoufly.     From  this  in- 
ftant,  I  fwear  an  univerfal  fidelity  to 
you,  and  an  entire  fubmiflion  to  your 
commands.     I  know  who  you  are, 
and  can   tell  you,  it  is  what  you  do 
not  know  yourfelf;  but  the  time  will 
come  when  I  fliall  do  you  a  piece  of 
fervice,  which  I  hope  you  will  be  ob- 
liged to  me  for;  and,  for  a  proof  of 
my  (incerity,  tell  me  what  youdefire, 
and  I  am  ready  td  obey  you.' 
The  princefs's  joy  was  the  more  in- 
cxprefnble,    becaufe  the  conqueft   fhe 
had  made  had  coft  her  the  lives  of  two 
belov'ed  brothers,  and  given  her  more 
trouble  and  fatigue  than  fhe  could  have 
imagined,    notwithstanding    what   the 
dervife  had  reprefented  to  her.  «  Bird,1 
laid  (he,  '  it  was  my  intention  to  have 

•  told  you,    I   wi(h   for  a  great  many 
«  things,  which  are  of  the  laft  import- 
«  ance  to  me;  and  am  overjoyed  that 
«  you  have  your  own  felf  prevent- 


' ed  me  firft.     I  have   been  told  that 
'  there  is  a  golden-water  not  far  off, 

*  the  property  of  which  is  very  won- 
'  derful,  and,  above  all  things,  I  want 
«  to  know  where  it  is?1    The  bird  fhew- 
ed  her  the  place,  which  was  juft  by,  and 
(lie  went  and  filled  a  little  filver  flag- 
gou  flie  had  brought  along  with  her. 
Then  fhe  fiid  to  the  bird—>  Bird,  this 
'  is  not  enough,  I  want  alfo  the  fing- 
c  ing-tree;  tellmewheie  it  is.' — 'Turn 
'  about,'  laid  the  bird,   '  and  you  will 
'  fee  a  wood  behind  you,   where  you 
'  will  find  the  tree.'  The  princefs  went 
into  the  wood;  and  by  the  harmonious 
concert  fhe  heard,    me  foon  knew  the 
tree,  which  (lie  found  fo  large,  that  (he 
faid  to  the  bird,  which  fhe  always  car- 
ried with   her — *  Well,   now,  bird,  I 

have   found  this  tree,    I  know  not 
what  to  do  with  it,  fmce  I  can  neither 
carry  it,  nor  pull  it  up  by  the  roots/ 
The  bird  replied — '  It  is  enough  that 
you  break  off  a  branch,  and  carry  it 
to  plant  in  your  garden;  it  will  take 
root  as  loon  as  it  is  put  into  the  earth, 
and   in  a  little  time  will  grow  to  as 
fine  a  tree  as  this  you  fee.' 
When  the  Princefs  Parizade  had  the 
three  things  in  her  hand  which  the  reli- 
gious woman  had  told  her  of,   and  (he 
conceived  fo  great  a  defire  for,  fhe  faid 
a^ain  to  the  bird — «  All  thou  halt  done 
'  for  me-yet,  bird,  is  not  enough;  thou 
'  haft  been  the  caufe  of  the  death  of  my 

*  two  brothers,  who  ought  to  be  among 

*  the  black  ftones  I  faw  as  I  came  up 
'  the  hill;    and  I  want   to  take  them 
'  home  along  with  me.' 

.The  bird  would  fain  have  been  dif- 
penfed  with  from  fatisfying  the  princefs 
in  this  point,  and  indeed  made  fome  dif- 
ficulty to  doit.  '  Bird,'  faid  the  prin- 
cefs, '  remember  you  told  me,  that  you 
'  were  rny  flave;  and,  in  fliort  thou  art 

*  fo;  and  thy  life  is  at  my  difpofal.' — 

*  I  cannot  deny  the  truth,'   anfwered 
the  bird;  '  but  although  what  you  now 

*  alk  of  me  is  a  more  difficult  thing 

*  than  all  the  reft,  yet  I  will  do  it  for 
'  you.     Caft    your  eyes  about  you,' 
added    he,    *   and    look   if  you     can 

*  fee  a  little  pitcher.' — '  I  fee  it  al- 
1  ready,'  faid  the  princefs.     «  Take  it 

*  then,'  did  he;  f  and  going  down  the 
c  hill,  fpill  a  little  of  the  water  that  is 
'  in  it  upon  every  black  ftone;  and  that 
'  will  be  the  way  to  find  your  brothers 
1  again.' 

The 
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The  Princefs  Parizade  took  up  the 
pitcher,  cage  and  bird,  flaggon  of  gold- 
en-water,  and  the  branch  of  the  iing- 
ing-tree;  and,  as  flie  went  down  the 
hill  again,  fpilt  a  little  of  the  water  on 
every  black  ftone,    which  was  changed 
immediately  either  into  a  man  or  horfe: 
and  as  flie  did  not  mifs  one  ftone,  (he 
found  both  her  brothers,    as  well  as  a 
great  many  fine  gentlemen  and  all  their 
horfes.       She    prefently   knew  Prince 
Bahman  andPrince  Perviz,  as  they  did 
likewife   her,  and  all   ran    to  embrace 
each   other,    exprefling  a  great  amaze- 
ment.  '  What  do  you  here,  brothers  ?* 
fa  id  (he.  They  told  her,  they  had  been 
afleep.    '  Yes,'  replied  (he  ;    *  and  if  it 
had  not  been  for  me,    perhaps    you 
might  have  flept  for  ever.  Do  not  you 
remember,    that  you    came    here  to 
fetch  the  talking-bird,    finging-tree, 
and  yellow- water?    And  did  not  you 
fee,  as  you  came  along,  a  great  ma- 
ny black  ftones  ?     See  if  there  be  any 
now.  If  you  defire  to  know  how  this 
miracle    was   performed,'  continued 
iie,  (hewing  the  pitcher,  which  (he  fet 
own  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain,    «  it 
was  done  by  virtue  of  the  water  which 
was   in  this  pitcher,  with   which   I 
fprinkled   every   ftone  s    for/  added 
fie,    '  after  I  had  made  this   talking, 
bird  my  (lave,    by  his  directions,    I 
found  out  the  (inging  tree;  a  branch 
of  which  I  have  now  in  my  hand;  and 
the  yellow-water,  which  this  flaggon 
is    filled   with  :     but  being  ftill   un- 
willing to  return  home  without  you, 
I  conftrained  the  bird,  by  the  power  I 
had  over  him,  to  afford  me  the  means, 
upon  which  he  told  me  where  to  find 
this  pitcher,    and  the   ufe  I   was  to 
make  of  it.* 

Prince  Bahman  and  Prince  Perviz 
knew,  by  thisdifcourfe,  the  obligation 
they  had  to  the  piincefs  their  filler  j 
and  all  tHe  other  gentlemen  were  fo  f^n- 
fible  of  theirs  to  the  princefs,  that,  far 
from  envying  her  hnppinefs  in  the  con- 
queft  fhe  had  made,  and  they  al!  afpired 
to,  they  thought  that  they  could  not 
any  otherwife  acknowledge  the  favour 
ihe  had  done  them,  in  reftoring  them 
to  life  again,  than  by  declaring  them- 
jfelves  all  her  (laves,  and  that  they  were 
ready  to  obey  her  in  whatever  (helhould 
command. 

*  Gentlemen, *  replied  the  princefs, 
'  if  you  had  given  any  attention  to  my 
*  difcourfe,  you  might  have  obferved, 


that  I  had  no  other  intention  in  what 
I  have  done  than  to  find  out  my  bro- 
thers again  ;  therefore,  if  you  have 
received  any  benefit,  you  have  no  ob- 
ligation to  me  for  it,  and  I  have  no 
other  (hare  in  your  compliment,  thaa 
what  common  civility  requires  ;  and 
return  you  my  thanks,  as  I  ought: 
moreover,  I  look  upon  you,  in  every 
particular,  as  free  perfons  now  a$ 
you  were"  before  your  misfortunes, 
and  rejoice  with  you  for  the  benefit 
and  happinefs  which  happened  fo  yoi* 
on  my  account. — But  let  us  ftay  no 
longer  in  a  place  where  we  have  no- 
thing to  detain  us,  but  mount  our 
horfes,  and  return  to  our  own  homes/ 
The  Princefs  Parizade  (hewed  them 
the  way  firft,  and  went  and  took  her 
horfe,  which  ftood  in  the  fame  place 
where  (he  left  him.  Before  (he  mount- 
ed, Prince  Bahman,  who  would  help 
her,  defired  her  to  give  him  the  cage  to 
carry.  '  Brother,'  replied  the  princefs^ 

*  the  bird  is  ray  (lave,  and  I  will  carry 
c  him  myfelf  :  but  there  is  the  branch 

*  of   the   finging-tree,  if  you  will  take 
'  the  pains  to  carry   that  ;    but   hold 
'  the  cage  while  I  get  on    horfeback.' 
When  (he  had  mounted  her  horfe,  and 
Prince  Bahman  had  given  her  the  cage, 
(he  turned   about,  and  (aid   to  Prince 
Perviz— '  Brother,   J  leave  the  flaggon. 

*  of   golden -water  to  your  care,    if  it 
'  will  not  be  too  great  a  trouble    for 
'  you  to  carry.1 

When   Prince  Bahman  and   Prince 
Perviz,    and    all   the   gentlemen,  had 
mounted  their  horfes,  the  Princefs  Pa- 
made  waited  for  Come  of  them  to  lead 
the  way  firft.     The    two   princes  paid 
that  compliment  to  the  gentlemen,  and 
they  again  to  the  princefs  ;   who,  find- 
ing that  none  of  them   would  accept  of 
the  honour,  but  that  is  was   referved 
for  her,  addrefled  herfelf  to  them,  and 
faid— '  Gentlemen,  I  expect  that  fome 
of  you  ihould  lead  the  way  ;'to  which 
one  in  the  name  of  the  reft,  replied—- 
Madam,   were  we  ftrangers  to  your 
being  a  woman,  after  what  you  have 
done  for  us,    there  is   no  honour  we 
would  not  willingly  pay  you,     not- 
withftanding  all  your  modefty;  there- 
fore defire  you    would   not    deprivs 
us  any  longer  of  the  happinefs-of  fol- 
lowing you." 

*  Gentlemen,'  faid  the  princefs,  «  I 

do  not  deferve  the   hoifoar  you.  do 

me  j  and  accept  of  it  only  becaufe 

A4  M  '   you 
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'  you  defire  it.'*  At  the  fame  time  (he 
led  the  way,  and  the  two  princes  and 
the  gentlemen  followed  her  without  the 
leal!  diftinftion. 

This  iilofh  ious  company  intended  to 
call  on  thedervife,  as  they  paffed  by, 
to  thank  him  for  his  good  reception 
and  wholefome  advice,  which  they  all 
found  very  fincere:  hut  he  was  dead; 
\vhe.her  through  old  age,  or  that  he 
was  no  longer  neceffary  to  (hew  the 
way  of  obtaining  the  three  rarities, 
which  the  Princefs  Parirade  was  pof- 
feflVd  of,  they  were  doubtful.  After- 
wards they  purfued  their  way,  but  dai- 
ly IcflTened  in  their  numbers}  the  gen- 
tlemen taking  their  leaves  handfoinely, 
and  tcftifying  their  obligations  to  the 
princefsj  who,  with  her  brothers,  made 
the  beft  of  their  way. 

As  foon  as  the  princefs  got  home, 
fhe  placed  the  cage  in  the  garden,  j.uil 
by  the  hall ;  and  the  bird  no  fooner  be- 
qan  to  fins;,  but  he  was  furroumled  by 
nightingales,  chaffinches,  goldfinches, 
larks,  linnets,  and  a  great  many  other 
forts  of  birds-  As  for  the  branch  of 
the  finging-tree,  it  was  no  fooner  fet 
in  the  midft  of  the  parterre,  fame  dif- 
tance  from  the  houie,  but  it  took  root, 
and  in  a  little  time  became  a  large  tree ; 
the  leaves  of'which  very  fhortly  gave  as 
harmonious  a  concert  as  thoie  of  the 
tree  from  which  they  were  gathered. 
As  to  the  flaggon  of  the  yellow  golden- 
water,  a  largt  marble  bafon  was  made 
in  the  midit  of  another  parterre  ;  and 
when  itwas  finifhtd,  the  princefs  pour- 
ed all  the  ye! low- water  that  was  in  the 
flaggon  into  it,  which  increafed  and 
iwelled  fo  much,  that  it  foon  reached 
up  to  the  edges  of  the  bafon,  and  after- 
wards formed  a  fountain  twenty  feet 
high,  which  fell  again  into  the  bafon, 
without  a  drop  running  over. 

The  news  of  thefe  wonders  was  pre- 
fently  fpread  abroad  in  that  neighbour- 
hood ;  and  as  the  doors  of  the  houfe, 
and  thofe  of  the  gardens,  were  not  ftiut 
to  any  bo  Jy,grcat  bands  of  people  came 
to  admire  them. 

Some  days  after,  the  princes  Bah- 
man  and  Perviz,  being  recovered  of  the 
fatigues  of  their  journey,  began  to  re- 
new their  former  way  of  living  j  and 
as  their  diverfion  was  hunting,  they 
mounted  their  horfes,  and  went,  not 
in  their  park,  but  two  or  three  leagues 
from  their  own  houfe;  and,  as  it  hap- 
pened, they  made  choice  of  the,  fame 


fpotof  ground  wherethe  Sultan  of  Per- 
fia  was  then  hunting.  When  they  per- 
ceived it,  they  left  off  the  cliace,  and 
retired,  to  avoid  meeting  him  ;  but, 
for  all  their  care  and  caution,  they  met 
him  in  fo  ftrait  and  narrow  a  way,  that 
they  could  not  turn  back  without  being 
feen.  In  their  fin-prize,  they  had  only 
time  to  proftrate  themfelves  before  the 
fultan,  without  tiffing  up  their  heads 
to  look  at  him.  The  fultan,  who  law 
they  were  well  mounted  and  drefled, 
had  the  curiofity  to  fee  their  faces; 
therefore  (topped,  and  commanded 
them  to  rife.  The  princes,  when  they 
ro-fe  up,  ftood  before  the  fultan  with  fo 
eafy  an  air,  and  at  the  fame  time  with 
fo  great  modefty,  that  the  fultan  took 
fome  time  to  view  them  from  head  to 
foot,  before  he  fpoke  ;  and  after  he  had 
admired  their  good  air  and  mien,  he 
a  iked  them,  who  they  were,  and  where 
they  lived. 

*  Sir,'  faid  Prince  Bahman,  *  we  are 
the  fons  of  your  majefty's  late  intend- 
ant  of  your  gardens  :  and'  we  live 
in  a  houfe  which  he  built,  a  little  be- 
fore he  died,  for  us  to  live  in,  till 
we  mould  be  fit  to  ferve  your  ma- 
jefty.' 

'  By  what  I  perceive,'  replied  the 
fultan,  '  you  love  hunting.' — '  Sir,' 
anfwered  Prince  Bahman,  '  it  is  our 
'  common  exercife  ;  and  what  your 

*  majefty's  fubjects  who  intend  to  bear 

*  arms,    or  ferve  in  your  wars,    ought 

*  not,  according  to  thecurloms  of  the 
'  kingdom,  to  neglect.'      The  fultan, 
charmed  with  fo  prudent   an    anfwer, 
faid—'  Since  it  is  fo,    I  fhould  be  glad 
'  to  fee  you  hunt  fome  wild  beaftj  make 
'  choice  of  which  you  pleafe.' 

The  princes  mounted  their  horfes 
again,  and  followed  the  fultan  ;  but 
had  not  gone  far,  before  they  faw  a 
great  many  wild  beafts  together.  Prince 
Bahman  chofea  lion,  and  Prince  Per- 
viz a  bear  j  and  purfued  them  with  fo 
much  intrepid  courage,  that  the  fultan 
was  furprized.  In  fhort,  they  darted 
their  javelins  with  fo  much  (kill  and 
addrtfs,  that  they  pierced,  the  one  his 
lion,  and  the  other  his  bear,  quite 
through  and  through,  that  the  fultan 
faw  them  die.  Immediately  afterwards, 
Prince  Bahman  purfued  a  bear,  and 
Prince  Perviz  another  lion,  and  killed 
them  in  a  fhort  time  ;  and  would  have 
beat  out  for  frefli  game,  but  that  the 
fultan,  who  would  not  let  them,  lent 
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to  them  to  come  to  him.  When  they 
came  near  enough  to  hear  him,  he  faid 
— '  If  I  would  have  given  you  leave, 
you  would  loon  have  deftroyed  all 
my  game  :  but  it  is  not  that  which 
I  would  preferve,  but  your  perfons  j 
for  I  am  fo  very  well  a  flu  red  of  your 
bravery,  which  may  one  time  or  other 
be  ferviceable  to  me,  that  from  this 
moment  your  lives  will  be  always 
dear  to  me.' 

The  Sultan  Khofroufchah,  in  fiiort, 
conceived  fo  great  a  kindnefs  for  the 
two  princes,  that  he  invited  them,  at 
that  time,  to  go  and  make  him  a  vifit : 
to  which  Prince  Bahman  replied— 

*  Your  majefty  does  us  an  honour  we 
'  do  not  delerve  ;  and  therefore  we  beg 
'  you  will  excufe  us.' 

The  fultan,  who  could  not  compre- 
hend what  reafon  the  princes  could 
have  to  refufe  this  token  of  his  favour, 
afked  and  prelfed  them  to  tell  him  why 
theyexcufed  themfelves.  *  Sir,'  laid 
Prince  Bahman,  '  we  have  a  fitter,  with 

*  whom  we  live  in  fo  perfect  a  union, 
4  that  we  aft  nothing  before  we  confu  I  $ 

*  her,   nor  me  any  thing  without  alk- 

*  ing  our  advice.'—'  I  commend  your 
«  brotherly  agreement,'    anfwered  the 
fultan.   '  Confult  yourfifter;  and  meet 

*  me  here  to-morrow  a  hunting,    and 
t  give  me  an  anfwer."1 

The  princes  went  home  ;  but  not 
only  forgot  to  fpeak  of  their  adventure 
in  meeting  the  fultan,  and  hunting 
with  him,  but  to  tell  the  princefs  how 
he  had  invited  them  to  go  home  with 
him  ;  but  yet  did  not  the  next  morn- 
ing fail  to  meet  him  at  the  place  ap- 
pointed. «  Well,'  faid  the  fultan, 

*  have  you  fpoke  to  your  fifter  ?     And 

*  has   (he  confented  to  the  pleafure  I 

*  expe&,  of  feeing  you  at  my  palace?' 
The  two  princes  looked  at  each  other, 
and  bluftied.     «  Sir,'  faid  Prince  Bah- 
man,   *  we  beg  of  your  majefty  to  ex- 
'  cufe  us  ;  for  both   my  brother  and  I 
'  forgot.' — '  Then  remember  to  day,' 
replied   the  fultan  ;    *  and  be  fure  to 

*  bring  me  an  anfwer  to-morrow.' 
The  princes  were  guilty  of  the  fame 

fault  a  fecond  time ;  yet  the  fultan  was 
fo  good-natured  as  to  forgive  their  neg- 
ligence :  but  to  prevent  their  torget- 
fulnefs  a  third  time,  he  pulled  three 
golden  bullets  out  of  a  purfe,  and  put 
them  into  Prince  Bahman's  bofom  : 
'  Thefe  bullets,'  faid  he,  fmiling, 

*  will  prevent  your  forgetting  a  third 


*  time,    lince  the  noife  thry  will  make 
'  by   falling  on  the  floor,     when   you 

*  undrels  yourfelf,     will   remind   you, 

*  in   cafe  you  mould  forget.'      And, 
indeed,  the  thing  happened  as  the  ful- 
tan  forefaw   it  would  ;     and     without 
thefe  bullets  the  princes  bad  not  thought 
of  fpeaking  to  their  fifter  of  this  aff.,irj 
for  as     Prince  Bahman    unloofed    his 
girdle  to  go  to  bed,  the  bullets  dropped 
on  the  fl     r,  and  thereupon  he  ran  in- 
to Prince  Perviz's  chamber,    and  both 
went  into  the  Princefs  Parizade's  apart- 
ment  before  me  was  got  into  bed  j   and 
after  they  had  atked  her  pardon    for 
coming  at  fo  unfeaibnable  a  time,  they 
told  her  all  the  circumftances  of  their 
meeting  the  fultan. 

The  Princefs  Parizade  was  fome- 
thing  furprized  at  this  news.  '  Your 
meeting  with  the  fultan/  faid  (he, 
is  very  happy  and  honourable  ;  and 
in  the  end  may  be  very  advantageous 
to  you  ;  but  may  be  ill  for  me.  It 
was  upon  my  account,  I  know,  that 
you  refilled  the  fultan,  and  I  am  in- 
finitely obliged  to  you  for  it;  and 
find  your  friendship  is  perfectly  con- 
fident with  mine,  fmce  you  would 
ret  her  be  guilty  of  ill-manneis  to- 
wards the  fuli.in,  than  break  in 
upon  the  brotherly  union  we  have 
fworn  to  each  other.  You  judged 
right;  for  if  you  had  once  gone,  you 
would  infenfihly  have  been  engaged 
to  leave  me,  to  go  and  pay  your  re- 
fpefts  ;o  him.  But  do  you  not  think 
it  an  eafv  matter  abfolutely  to  retufe 
thefultan  whathe  fo  earneflly  dciires  j 
for  fultans  will  be  obeyed  in  their 
delires  ;  and  it  may  be  dangerous  to 
oppofe  them:  theitfure,  if,  to  follmv 
my  inclination,  I  (hoiild  difluadeyou 
from  mewing  the  complaifance  he 
expects  from  you,  it  may  expofe  you 
to  his  refentment,  and  may  render 
myfelf  and  you  miftrahle.  Thefe 
are  my  fentiments  :  but,  before  we 
conclude  on  any  thing,  let  us  confult 
the  talking-bird,  and  hear  what  he 
fays  ;  he  is  penetrating,  and  has  pro- 
mifed  his  aliiltance  in  all  difficul- 
ties.' 

The  Princefs  Parizade  fent  for  the 
cage  ;  and,  after  (he  had  related  the 
f'aci  to  the  bird  in  the  prefence  of  her 
brothers,  Ihe  alked  him  what  they  fhould 
do  in  thele  perplexed  circumilances. 
The  bird  anfwered — <  The  princes  your 

*  brothers  muft  conform  with  the  ful- 

4  M  a  «  tan'ft 
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tan's  pleafure;  and,  in  their  turn, 
invite  him  to  come  and  lee  your 
houle.* 

«  But,  bird,1    replied  the  princefs, 

my  brothers  and  I  love  one  another  ; 

and  our  friend  (hip  is  unparalleled. 

Will  not  this  ftep  be  injurious  to  that 

friendship?' — '  Not  at  all,'  replied 

the  bird}   *  but  it  will  become  ftronger 

'  thereby.'  —  *   Then,'    anfwered   the 

princefs,  '  the  fultan  ihall  fee  me.'  The 

bird  told  her  it  was   neceflary  that  he 

ihould,  and  that  every  thing  would  go 

better  afterwards. 

The  next  morning,  the  princes  met 

the  fultan  a  hunting 5    who,  when  he 

came  near  enough  to  them  to  be  heard, 

afked  them  if  they  had  remembered  to 

fpeak  to  their  fitter}    and  was  anfwered 

by  Prince  Bahman — '  Sir,  your  majefty 

may  difpofe  of  us  as  you  pleafe  }  we 

are  ready  to  obey  you ;  for  we  have 

not  only  obtained  our  filler's  confent 

with  a  great  deal  of  cafe,  but  (he  took 

it  amifs  that  we  ftiould  pay  her  that 

deference  in   a   matter  wherein  our 

duty  to  your  majefty  was  concerned. 

But  you  are  fo  good,  that,  if  we  have 

offended,   we  hope  you  will  pardon 

us/—'  Do  not  be  uneafy  upon  that 

account,'  replied  the  fultan  :  *  I  am 

fo  far  from   taking  what  you  have 

done  amifs,  that  I  approve  of  it}  and 

hope  you  will  have  the  fame  deference 

and  attachment  to  my  perfon  for  the 

little  (hare  I  have  in  your  friendship.' 

The  princes,  confounded  at  the  1'ultan's 

goodnefs,  returned  no  other  anfwerbut 

by  a  low  bow,  to  (hew  the  great  refpecl 

with  which  thuy  received  it. 

The  fultan,  contrary  to  his  ufual 
cuftom,  did  not  hunt  that  day:  he 
fudged  that  the  princes  wit  was  equal 
to  their  courage  and  bravery,  and 
longed  with  impatience  to  be  more  at 
liberty  to  difcourfe  with  them.  He 
made  them  ride  on  each  fide  of  him  j 
which  honours,  without  fpeaking  to 
the  principal  courtiers,  were  envied  by 
the  grand  vizier,  who  was  very  much 
mortified  to  fee  them  preferred  before 
him. 

When  the  fultan  entered  hts  capital, 
the  eyes  of  the  people,  who  ftood  in 
crowds  in  the  ftreet,  were  fixed  only 
upon  the  two  princes  Bahman  and  Per- 
viz  }  and  they  were  earneft  to  know 
who  they  might  be,  whether  foreigners 
«r  natives. 


However,  they  all  wifhed  that  the 
fultan  had  been  blefled  with  two  fuch 
handfome,  lovely  princes;  and  laid  he 
might  have  had  children  as  old,  if  the 
fultanefs  had  not  had  misfortunes  in 
her  lyings  in. 

The  firft  thing  that  the  fultan  did, 
when  he  arrived  at  the  palace,  was  to 
carry  the  princes  into  the  principal 
apartments^  who  praifed,  with  judg- 
ment, the  beauty  and  fymmetry  of  the 
rooms,  and  the  richnefs  of  the  furni- 
ture and  ornaments.  Afterwards,  a 
magnificent  repaft  was  ferved  up  }  and 
the  fultan  made  them  fit  at  the  fame 
table  with  him,  which  they  at  firft  re- 
fufed  ;  but  finding  that  it  was  his  plea- 
fure, they  at  laft  obeyed. 

The  fultan,  who  had  himfelf  a  great 
deal  of  wir,  and  had  made  a  confider- 
able  progrefs  in  the  arts  and  fciences, 
and  particularly  in  hiftory,  forefaw  that 
the  princes,  out  of  modefty  and  refpeft, 
would  not  take  the  liberty  of  beginning 

r      •  i  r  ** 

any  converlation  }    therefore,   to   give 
them  an  opportunity^  hefurniQied  them 
with  fubjecls   all    dinner-time:      and 
whatever  they  talked   of,   they  flu  wed 
fo  much  wit,  judgment,  and  difcern- 
ment,  that  he  was  (truck  with  admira- 
tion.   «  Were  thefe  my  own  children/ 
faid  he  to  himfelf,  <  and  I  had  given 
'  them   all    the  education   fuitable  to 
'  their  births,  they  could  not. have  been 
f  better  inftructed,  or  known    more.* 
In  fhort,  he  took  fo  great  a  pleafure  in 
their  converfation,   that,    after  having 
fat  at  table  longer  than  ufual,  he  went 
into  his  clofet,  where  he  difcourftd  a 
long  time  with  them  ;  and  at  laft  faid 
to  them — '   I  never  believed  that  there 
were  young  gentlemen  in  the  country 
who  had  fo  much  wit  and  politenefs  j 
and  I  never  was  better  pleafed  in  my 
life  with  any  converfation.   But  it  i$ 
time  now  we  (hould  regale  our  fenfes 
with   forne  diverfions  of  my  court  ; 
and  as  nothing  is   more  capable  of 
enlivening  the  mind  than  muiick,  you 
(hall  hear  a  vocal  and   inftrumental 
concert,  which  may  not  be  dilagree- 
able  to  you.1 

The  fulian  no  looner  fpoke  for  them, 
than  the  muficians,  -vho  had  orders  to 
attend,  entered  ;  a.nd  anfwered  very 
well  the  expectations  the  printfes  had 
entertained  of  their  abilities.  After  the 
concerts,  an  extraordinary  play  was 
atted  j  and  the  entertainment  was  con- 
cluded 
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eluded  by  feme  excellent  dancers,  both 
men  and  women. 

The  two  princes,  feeing  night  draw 
on  apace,  proftraied  themfelves  at  the 
fultan's  feet ;  ?nd,  having  firft  thanked 
him  for  the  favours  and  honours  they 
had  >eceived,  afked  his  leave  to  retire  j 
which  was  granted  them  by  the  fultan, 
who  faid — '  I  give  you  my  leave  to  go  : 
'  but  remember,  I  brought  you  to  the 

*  palace  myielf  to  mew  you  the  way  ; 
'  and  the -ofiener  you  come,  the  \vel- 
4  comer  you  (hall  be;  and  you  will  do 
'  me  the  greater  pleafure.' 

Before  they  went  out  of  the  fultan's 
prefencCj  Prince  Bahman  faid  —  *  Sir, 

*  (hall  we  be  fo  bold  as  to  beg  of  your 
'  majefty  to  do  us  and  our  fifter  the  fa- 
'  vour,  the  next  time  you  pals  near  our 

*  houfe  a  hunting,  to  call  to  reft  and 
'•  rerrefti  yourfelf  after  your  fatigue: 

*  it  is  not  worthy  your  prelcnce  ;  but 

*  monarchs  fometimes  have  vouchfafed 
'•  to  take  fheher  in  a  hut.'—*  Gentle- 
'  men,'  replied  the  fultan,  '  your  houfe 
4  cannot  be  otherwife  than  beautiful, 

*  and  worthy  of  you.     I  will  call  and 

*  fee  it  with  pleafure ;  which  will  be 
4  the  greater  in   having  you  and  your 
4  fair  fifter  to  be  my  hofts,  who  is  al- 
4  readydear  to  me, before  I  have  feen  her, 

*  from  the  account  you  give  me  of  the 
4  rare  qualities  with  which  flie  is  en- 
4  dowed  ;  and  this  fatisfaftion  I  will 
4  defer  no  longer  than  till  to-morrow. 
4  Meet  me  to-morrow  morning  early 
4  at  the  fame  place  where  I  firft  faw  you, 

*  and  then  you  mall  be  my  guides.' 

When  the  Princes  Bahman  and  Per- 
viz  went  home,  they  gave  the  Princefs 
Parizade  an  account  or  the  honourable 
reception  the  fultan  had  given  them  ; 
and  withal  told  her,  that  they  had  in- 
vited him  to  do  them  the  honour,  as  he 
patted  by,  to  call  at  their  houfe  ;  and 
that  he  had  appointed  the  next  day. 
4  If  it  be  fo,'  replied  the  princefs, 
we  muft  think  prefently  of  preparing 
a  repaft  fit  for  his  majefty  ;  and,  for 
that  end,  I  think  it  would  be  proper 
that  we  mould  confult  the  talking- 
bird,  who  will  tell  us,  perhaps,  what 
meats  the  fultan  likes  beft.'  The 
princes  approved  of  her  thought ;  and, 
after  they  were  retired,  flie  coniulted 
the  bird  alone.  *  Bird,'  faid  (he,  '  the 

*  fultan  will  do  us  the  honour  to-mor- 

*  row  to  come  and  lee  us  and  our  houfe; 

*  what  (hall  we  entertain  him  with  ? 


*  Tell  us  what  we  (hall  do  to  acquit 

*  ourfelvesin  themoft  handfome  man- 

*  ner  poftihle  ?' 

*  Good  miftrefs,'  replied  the  bird, 
4  you  have  excellent  cooks  j  let  them 
4  do  the  beft  they  can  :  but,  above  all 
4  things,  let  them  prepare  a  dilh  of 
4  cucumbers  fluffed  full  of  pearls, 
4  which  muft  be  fet  before  the  fultan 
4  in  the  firft  courfe  before  all  other 
4  meats/ 

4  Cucumbers  ft  tiffed  full  of  pearls  !* 
cried  the  Princefs  Parizade,with  amaze- 
ment. *  Surely,  bird,  you  do  not  know 

*  what  you  fay!   It  is  an  unheard-of 
4  difli.    The  fultan  may  admire  h  for 
4  a  piece  of  magnificence  j  but  he  will 
4  want  fomerhing  to  eat,  and  not  to  ad- 
4  mire  pearls  :    and,  moreover,  where 
4  (hall  I  get  pearls  enough  for  fuch  a 
4  difli  ?' 

4  Miftrefs,'  faid  the  bird,  '  do  what 
4  I  bid  you  ;  and  do  not  be  uneafy  at 
4  what  (hall  happen.  As  to  the  pearls, 
4  go  early  to-morrow  morning  to  the 
4  foot  of  the  firft  tree  on  your  right- 
4  hand  in  the  park,  and  dig  under  it, 
4  and  you  will  there  find  what  you 
4  want.' 

That  night  the  princefs  ordered  a 
gardener  to  be  ready  to  wait  on  her; 
and  the  next  morning  early  took  him 
with  her,  and  carried  him  to  the  tree 
the  bird  told  her  of,  and  bid  him  dig 
about  a  foot  deep.  When  the  gardener 
came  to  the  depth,  he  found  fome  re- 
fjftance  with  the  fpade  ;  and  presently 
difcovered  a  gold -box  about  a  foot 
fquare,  which  he  (hewed  the  princefs. 
4  This,'  faid  (he,  4  is  what  I  brought 
4  thee  for  ;  take  care  not  to  hurt  it  with. 
4  thy  fpade.' 

When  the  gardener  had  taken  up  the  . 
box,  hegave  it  into  the  princefs's  hands; 
who,  as  it  was  only  fattened  with  little 
hafps,  foon  opened  it,  and  found  it  full 
of  pearls  of  a  moderate  fize.  Very  well 
fatisfied  with  having  found  this  trea- 
fure,  after  (he  had  (hut  the  box  again, 
(he  clapped  it  under  her  arm,  and  we«t 
into  the  houfe,  while  the  gardener  threw 
the  earth  into  the  hole,  and  laid  the 
green-turf  on  again  as  before. 

The  Princes  Bahman  and  Pervir, 
who,  as  they  were  d retting  themfelves 
in  their  own  apartments,  (aw  the  prin- 
cefs their  filter  in  the  garden  earlier 
than  ufual,  as  foon  as  they  could  get 
drcffcd,  they  went  out  to  her,  and  met 

her 
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her  as  the  was  coming  back,  with  a 
gold- box  under  her  arm,  which  much 
Jurprized  them.  '  Sifter,'  laid  Prince 
Bahman,  '  you  carried  nothing  with 
«  you  when  we  law  you  before  with  the 
«•  gardener  5  and  now  we  fee  you  with 

*  a  gold- box.!    Was  this  treafure  found 
'  by  the  gardener  ?  and  did  he  come 

*  and  tell  you  of  it?' 

'  No,  brother,'  anfwered  the  princefs, 
'  I  carried  the  gardener  to  the  place 

*  where  this  coffer  was  hid,  and  /hewed 
"  him  where  to  dig.    But  you  will  be 
«  *nore  amazed  when   you   fee  what  it 
«  holds.' 

The  princefs  opened  the  box  ;  and 
when  the  princes  faw  the  considerable 
qoantityof  pearls, which,  though  fcnall, 
\rere  of  great  value,  they  aiked  her 
how  (he  came  to  the  knowledge  of  this 
treafure  :  the  princefs,  as  they  returned 
back  to  the  houfe,  gave  them  an  ac- 
count of  her  confulting  the  bird,  as 
they  had  agreed  (lie  (hould,  and  the 
auiwer  he  gave  her,  to  prepare  a  d;(h  of 
cucumbers  ituft'ed  full  of  pearls,  and 
how  he  had  told  her  where  to  find  the 
hex.  The  princes  and  princefs  railed 
many  conjecture*  to  penetiate  into  what 
the  bird  could  mean  by  fuch  adi(h; 
and  though  theycould  not  by  any  means 
goefs  at  his  reafon  for  fo  doing,  they 
neverthelefs  followed  his  advice. 

As  (bon  as  the  princefs  got  into  the 

houfe,   fne  called  for  the  head-cook; 

and,  after  (lie  had  given  him  directions 

about  the  entertainment  for  the  fultan, 

fheiaid  to  him — '  Beficies  all  this,  you 

mull  drefs  an  extraordinary  difh   for 

the  fultan's  own  eating,  which  r,o- 

body  elfe  muft  touch  beiides  yourfelf. 

This  difh  muft  be  cucumbers  itufted 

with  thefe  pearls.'     And  at  the  lame 

time  (he  opened  the  box,   and  (hewed 

him  the  pearls. 

The  chief  cook,  who  had  never  heard 
of  fuch  a  di(h,  limed  back,  and  fhewed 
by  his  looks  his  thoughts  j  which  the 
princefs  penetrating  into,  faid — '  I  fee 
thou   tukett   me  to  be  mad  to  order 
fuch  a  di(h  :  but,  thou  mud  know,  I 
have  rny  rcafons  for  fo  doing;  there- 
fore go  and  do  the  belt  thou  can  It, 
and  bring  me  back  what  pearls  are 
left.'    The  cook  made  no  reply;  but 
took  the  box,  and  went  away  :   and  af- 
ttrwards  the  princefs  gave  directions  to 
all  the  leivants  to  have  every  thing  in 
order,  both  in  the  houle  and  girdens, 
to  receive  the  fultan. 


The  two  princes  went  to  the  place 
appointed;  and  as  foon  as  the  Sultan 
of  Perfia  came,  they  began  a  chace, 
which  lafted  till  the  heat  of  the  fun 
obliged  them  to  leave  off;  and,  while 
Prince  Baliman  Itaid  to  conduct  the 
fultan  to  their  houfe,  Prince  Perviz  rode 
before,  to  inform  the  Princefs  Parizade, 
who  had  been  told  by  fome  fervants  be- 
fore, and  was  ready  to  receive  him. 

When  the  fultan  entered  the  court- 
yard, and  alighted  at  the  porch,  the 
Princefs  Parizade  came  and  threw  her- 
felf  at  his  feet ;  and  the  two  princes  in- 
formed him  (he  was  their  filter. 

The  fultan  ftooped  to  help  her  up  ; 
and  after  he  had  gazed  fome  time  on 
her  beauty,  and  was  dazzled  with  her 
good  mien,  noble  air,  and  aje  ne  f(ai 
quoi,  which  feemed  foreign  to  a  coun- 
try-life, he  faid — '  The  brothers  are 
'  worthy  of  the  lifter,  and  (he  worthy 
c  them  ;  and,  to  judge  of  her  fenfe  by 
'  her  perfon,  I  am  not  amazed  that  the 
'  brothers  would  do  nothing  without 
'  her  confent. — But,'  added  he,  «  I 

*  hope   to  be   better  acquainted   with, 
'  you,  Madam,  after  I  have  feen  the 
'  houfe.' 

'  Sir,'  fa  id  the  princefs,  *  it  is  only 
'  a  plain  country  -  houfe,  and  fit  for 

*  none  but  fuch  people  as  we  are,  who 
'  live  retired  from  the  world.    It  is  not 

*  to   be  compared  with  the  houfes  in 

*  great  cities,  much  iefs  with  fuch  a 
'   magnificent  palace  as  yours.' — '  Iain 
'  of  another  opinion,1  laid  the  fultan, 
very  obligingly;   «  for,  by  it's  firll  ap- 

*  pearance,   it  feems  otherwife  :    how- 
'  ever,    I  will  not  pafs  my  judgment 
'  any  farther  upon  it,  till  I  have  feen 

*  it  all ;  therefore  be  pleafed  to  con- 

*  duci  me  through  the  apartments.' 
Then    the    princefs    led    the   fultan 

through  all  the  rooms  except  the  hall  j 
who,  after  he  had  confidered  them  very 
attentively,  was  mightily  pleafed  with 
them  and  their  furniture.     *  My  fair- 
one,'  faid  he  to  the  Princefs  Parizade, 
do   you   call  this  a   country  -  houfe  ? 
The  fineit  and   largeft  cities   would 
foon  bedeferted,if  all  country  houfes 
were  like  yours.  I  am  not  at  all  fur- 
prized  that  you  take  fo  much  delight 
in  it,  and  defpife  the  town  fo  much. 
Now  let  me  fee  if  the  gardens  be  an- 
fwerable  to  the  houle.' 
The  princefs  opened  a  door  into  the 
garden  ;   and  thefirftobjeft  which  pre- 
lented  itftlf  to  the  fultan's  view,  was 

the 
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the  golden  fountain.  Surprized  at  fo 
rare  a  fight,  he  aficed  from  whence  that 
wonderful  water,  which  gave  him  fo 
much  pleafure,  hid  it's  rife,  and  by 
what  art  it  was  made  to  play  fo  high, 
that  nothing  in  the  world  was  to  be 
compared  to  it;  and  faid  he  would  by 
and  by  take  a  nearer  view  of  it. 

Then  the  princefs  led  him  to  the 
fpot  where  the  harmonious  tree  was 
planted  ;  and  there  the  fultan  heard  a 
concert,  which  was  different  from,  and 
exceeded,  all  (he  concerts  he  had  ever 
heard  in  his  life:  and  flopping  to  fee 
where  the  muficians  were,  he  could  dif- 
cern  nobody  either  far  or  near,  but  ftill 
heard  the  muficlc  cliftinclly,  which  ra- 
•vifhed  his  fenfes.  *  My  fair-one,'  faid 
he  to  the  Princefs  Parizade,  *  where 
'  are  the  muficians  >  Are  they  under- 

*  ground,  or  invifible  in  the  air  ?     For 
'  certainly    fuch    excellent    charming 

*  voices  will  not  run  the  hazard  of  be- 
4  ing  feen,  for  fear  they  fhould  pleafe 
«  too  much.' 

*  Sir/  anfwered    the  princefs   fmil- 
ing,   *  it  is  the  tree  which   your  maje- 

*  Ity  fees  before  you,  and  not  mufi- 
'  cians,  which  forms  this  concert;  and 
«  if  you  will  give  yourlelf  the   trouble 
«  to  go  a  little  nearer  to  it,  you  will  not 
'  doubt  of  it;  and   the  voices  will  be 

*  the  more  diltinft.' 

The  fultan  went  nearer,  and  was  fo 

charmed  with  the  fweet  harmony,  that 

he  could  have  ibid  for  ever  to  hear  it, 

but  that  his  defire  to  fee  the  fountain  of 

yellow-water  nearer,  forced  him  away. 

Far-one,"1  faid  he,  '  tell  me,  I  pray 

you,  whether  this  wonderful  tree  was 

found  in  your  garden  by  chance,  or 

if  it  was  a  prefent  made  you  from 

fome  foreign  country  r   For  certainly 

it  mud  have  come  a  great  way  off; 

otherwife,   curious  as  I   am  of  thrfe 

rarities,  I  fhould  have  heard  of  it. 

What  name  do  you  call  it  by?" 

*  Sir,'  replied  the  princefs,  '  this  tree 
has  no  other  name  than  that  of  the 
finging-tree,  and  is  not  a  native  of 
this  country,     It  will  be  tco  long  to 
tell  you  here  the  adventures  relating 
to  it,  the  yellow-water,  and  the  talk- 
ing bird,  which    your  majelty   may 
fee  after  the  golden  water;   but  if  it 
may  be  agreeable  to   your  majefty, 
after  you  have  refrefhed  yourfelf,  and. 
recovered    the    fatigue   of   hunting, 
which  was  the  greater  becaufe  of  the 
fun's  intenfe  heat,  .you  fhaii  hear  it.' 


'  My  fair-one,'  replied   the  fultan, 

my  fatigue  is  fowell  recompenfed  by 

the  wonders  you  have  flvewn  me,  that 

I  am  not  in  the  leaft  weary;  but  am 

impatient    to   lee   the  yellow   water, 

and  admire  the  talking-bird.' 

When  the  fultan  came  to  the  yellow 

water,   his  eyes  were  fixed  fo  fled  Tartly 

upon  the  fountain,    that   he  couki  not 

take  them  off;   and   at   laft  addreflii>g 

himfelf  to  the  princefX,   he  faid — «  As 

*  you  tell  me,  fair- one,  that  this  water 

*  has   no    fpring    nor    communication 

*  hereabouts,   by  nny   me^s  whaifo- 

*  ever,  I  apprehend  that  it  is  foieign, 
'  as  well  as  the  fmging-tree.' 

*  Sir,1  replied  the  princefs,  '  it  is  as 

*  your  majefty   fays  ;  and    to  let  you 

*  know  that  this  water  has  no  cornmu- 
'  nication  with  any  fpring,  I  muft  tell 

*  you  lhat  the  bafon  is  one  entire  (lone, 
'  hewn  out   in  that    form:    hut   what 
'  your  majefty  may  think  moft  wonder- 

*  ful  is,   that  all   this  water  proceeded 

*  but  from  one  flagjjon-fuil,  which  I 
'  threw  into  this  bafon,  which encreaf- 

*  ed  of  itkjf  to   the  quantity  you  fee, 
c  (a  particular  quality  of  this  water) 
'  and  formed  this  fountain/ — *  Well,' 
faid  the   fultan,  going  from  die  foun- 
tain, «  this  is  enough  for  one  time!    I 
'  promife  myfclf  to  fee  you  often:  but 
'  now  let  us  go  and  fee  the  talking- 
'  bird.' 

Going  towards  the  hall,  the  fultan 
perceived  a  prodigious  number  of  ling- 
ing,  birds  in  the  trees  thereabouts,  and 
afked  why  there  were  fo  many  there, 
and  none  on  the  other  trees  in  the  gar- 
den. *  The  reafon,  Sir,'  anfwered  the 
princefs,  «  is,  becaufe  they  come  from 

*  all  parts  about  to  keep  the  talking- 
'  bird  company,  which    your  majtiiy 

*  may  perceive  in  a  cage  juft  by  the 
'  window  of  the  hall  we  are  going  in- 

*  to;  and  if  you  cio  but  mine',  you  will 

*  perceive  that   his    notes   are   fweeter 

*  than  thofeof  all  the  other  birds,  even 
f  the  nightingale.' 

The  fultan  went  into  the  hall;  an<{, 
and  as  the  bird  kept  flnging.  the  prin- 
cefs raifed  her  voice,  and  laid — «  M.v 
'  flave,  here  is  the  ftihan;  pay  you'r 

*  compliments  to  him.'     The  bird  left 
off  finging  that  inftant,  and  laid — «  Th* 
'   fultan   is   welcome  here;    God  pro- 

*  fper  him,  and  prolong  his  life:'     Tj» 
which    the   fultan   replied,  as  he  was 
fitting   down  at    the  table — '   Bird,  I 
(  thauk.  thee;  'and   am    cva/joyed   to 

' «  find 
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«  find  in  thee  the  fultan  and  king  of 
«  birds.' 

As  foon  as  the  fultan  faw  the  difh  of 
cucumbers  fet  before  him,  he  reached 
cut  his  hand,  and  took  cne;  but  when 
he  cut  it,  he  was  in  an  extreme  fur  prize 
to  find  it  fluffed  with  pearls.  «  What 
'  novelty  is  this?'  faid  he;  *  and  with 
'  what  defign  were  thefe  cucumbers 

*  fluffed  thus  with  peai's,  fmce  pearls 
«  are  not  to  be  eaten?'     Then  he  looked 
at  the  two  princes  and  the  princefs,  to 
afk  them  the  meaning  of  it;  when  the 
bird,   interrupting    him,    laid — *  Can 
'  your  majefty  be  in  fo  great  an  afto- 

*  nifhmem  at  cucumbers  ftuffVd  with 
'  pearls,  which  you  fee  with  your  own 

*  eyes,  anil  yet  could  ib  eafily  believe 
4  that  the  fultanefs  your  wife  was  deli- 

<  vered  of  a  dog,  a  car,  and  a  piece  of 

*  wood?' — c  I  believed  it,1  replied  the 
fultan,  '  becaufe  the  midwives  afTured 
'  me  of  it.' — *  Thofe   midwives,  Sir,' 
replied  the  bird,  '  were  the  fultanefs 's 
'  two  fifters;  who,  envious  of  her  hap- 
«  pinefs,  in   being   preferred   by  your 

*  majelty  before  them,   to  fatisfy  their 

*  envy  and  revenge,  have  abufed  your 
«  majefty  fo  eafily.     If  you  interrogate 
«  them,  they  will  confefs  their  crime. 

*  The  two  brothers  and  the  fifter  whom 
«  you   fee  before  you,  are   your  own 

*  children,  which  were  expofed,  and  re- 
'  ceived  by  the  intendant  of  your  gar- 
'  dens,  who  provided  nurfes  for  them, 

*  and  took  care  of  their  education.' 
Thisdifcourfe  of  the  bird's  prefent- 

•ly  cleared  up  the  fultan's  underftand- 
ing.     *  Bird,'  cried  he,  « I  eafily  believe 

<  the  truth  which   thou  difcovereft  to 
•*  me.     The inclina-tion  and  tendernefs 
'  I  have  always  had  for  them,  tell  me 
«  but  too  plainly  that  they  are  my  own 
«  blood. — Come  then,    my   children, 

*  embrace  me;  and  let  me  give  you  the 
«  firft  marks  of  a  fatherly  tendernefs.' 
Then   he   rofe  up;  and,   after  having 
kifTed  the  two  princes  and  the  princefs, 
ar,d  mingled  his  tears  with  theirs,  he 
faid — «  I  now  embrace  you  as  my  own 

children,  of  the  royal  blood  of  the 
Sultans  of  Perfia,  whofe  honour  and 
glory  I  am  perfuaded  you  will  main- 
tain; and  not  as  the  children  of  the 
irvtendant  of  my  gardens,  to  whom  I 
have  been  very  much  obliged  forpre- 
ferving  your  lives.' 
After  the  two  princes  and  the  princefs 
had  embraced  mutually  with  an  entire- 


ly new  fatisfa&ion,  the  fultan  fat  down 
at  the  uble  again  with  th  -m,  and  pref- 
fed  them  to  eat;  and  when  they  had 
done,  he  faid — '  My  children,"  you 
'  know  me  to  be  your  father:  to-mor- 

*  row  I  will  bring  the  fultarefs  your  mo- 

*  ther:  therefore  prepare  to  receive  her.' 
Afterwards   the  fultan  mounted  his 

horfe,  and  returned  in  all  haite  to  his 
capital;  where  the  firft  thing  he  did, 
as  foon  as  he  alighted,  was  to  command 
the  grand  vizier  to  take  out  a  procefs 
againft  the  fultanefs's  two  fifters,  and 
take  them,  and  havethem  examined  and 
interrogated  feparalely:  and  according- 
ly they  were  tried,  and  condemned  to 
be  quartered;  which  fentence  was  put 
in  execution  immediately. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Sultan  Khof- 
roufchah,  followed  by  all  the  lords  of 
his  court  who  were  then  prefent,  went 
to  the  door  of  the  great  mofque;  and 
after  he  had  taken  the  fultanefs  out  of 
the  ftrift  confinement  me  had  languilh- 
ed  under  for  fo  many  years,  he  faid  to 
her,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  and  -em- 
bracing her  in  the  miferable  condition 
fhe  was  then  in— *I  come,  Madam,  to 
afk  your  pardon  for  the  injuftice  I 
have  done  you,  and  to  make  you  the 
reparation   I  ought  to   do;   which  I 
have  begun  by  punifhing  the  perfons 
who  put  the  abominable  cheat  upon 
me  ;  and  I  hope  you  will  look  upon 
it  as  fufticient,  when  I  prefent  to  you 
two   accofnplifhed    princes,     and    a 
charming  lovely  princefs,  our  chil- 
dren, and  reftore  you  to  your  former 
honours.'     All   this  was  done  and 
faid  before  great  crowds  of  people,  who 
immediately  fpread  the  news  through- 
out the  town. 

The  next  morning  early  the  fultan 

and  fultanefs,  whofe  mournful  weeds 

were  changed  into  magnificent  habits, 

went  with  all  their  court  to  the  houfe 

built  by  the  intendant  of  the  gardens, 

where  the  fultan  prefented  the  princes 

Bahman  and  Perviz,  and  the  Princefs 

Parizade,  to  the  fultanefs.     «  Thefe, 

Madam,'  faid  he,  <  are  the  two  princes 

your  fons,  and  this  princefs  is  your 

daughter:    embrace   them    with   the 

fame  tendernefs  I  have  done,  fince 

they  are  worthy  both  of  me  and  you.* 

Then  the  tears  flowed  plentifully  down 

their  cheeks  at  thefe  tender  embraces, 

efpecially  the  fultanefs's,  for  the  joy  of 

having  two  fuch  princes  for  her  fons, 

aud 
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and  fuch  a  princefs  for  her  daughter, 
after  the  afflictions  (he  had  endured  on 
their  accounts. 

The  two  princes  and  the  princefs  pre- 
pared a  magnificent  repaft  for  the  ful- 
tan  and  fultanefs  and  their  court.  As 
foon  as  that  was  over,  the  fultan  led 
the  fultanefs  into  the  garden,  and  fhew- 
ed  her  the  harmonious  tree  and  beauti- 
ful fountain.  As  for  the  bird,  fhe  had 
feen  him  in  his  cage;  and  the  fultan  had 
fpared  no  pahegyrick  in  his  praife  dur- 
ing the  repaft. 

When  there  was  nothing  to  detain 
the  fultan  any  longer,  he  took  horfe 
again,  and  with  the  princes  Bahman 
and  Perviz  on  his  right  and  left-hand, 
and  the  fultanefs  and  the  princefs  fol- 
lowing them,  preceded  and  followed 
by  all  the  officers  of  his  court,  accord- 
ing to  their  pofts,  returned  back  to  his 
capital.  Crowds  of  people  came  out  to 
meet  them,  and  with  acclamations  of 
joy  xilhered  them  into  the  city,  where 
all  the  peoples  eyes  were  not  only  up- 
on the  fultanefs,  the  two  princes,  and 
the  princefs,  but  alfo  upon  the^bird, 
which  the  princefs  carried  before  her 
in  his  cage,  and  who  by  his  fweet  notes 
had  drawn  flocks  of  all  forts  of  birds 
about  him,  which  followed  him  by  fly- 
ing from  tree  to  tree,  and  from  one 
houfe-top  to  another;  and  nothing  was 
to  be  feen  or  heard  all  that  night  but 
illuminations  and  acclamations  of  joy, 
from  the  palace  to  the  utmoft  parts  of 
;he  town.' 

The  Sultan  of  the  Indies  could  not 
but  admire  the  prodigious  memory  of 
the  fultanefs  his  wife,  who  had  enter- 


tained and  diverted  him  fo  many  night* 
with  fuch  new  andagreeable  ftoriesj  and 
Relieved  herltock  inexhauftible. 

A  thoufand  and  one  nights  had 
patted  away  in  thefe  agreeable  and 
innocent  amufements,  which  contri- 
buted fo  much  towards  removing  the 
fultan's  fatal  prejudice  againft  all  wo- 
men, and  fweetening  the  violence  of 
his  temper,  that  he  conceived  a  great 
efteem  for  the  Sultanefs  Scheherazade, 
and  was  convinced  of  her  merit  and 
great  wifdom,  and  remembered  with, 
what  courage  me  expofed  herfelf  vo- 
luntarily to  be  his  wife,  knowing  the 
fatal  deftiny  of  the  many  fultaneffes  be- 
fore her. 

Thefe  confiderations,  and  the  many 
rare  qualities  he  knew  her  to  be  mif- 
trefs  of,  induced  him  at  laft  to  forgive 
her.    '  I  fee,  lovely  Scheherazade,' laid 
he,  '  that  you  can  never  be  at  a  lofs  for 
thefe    fort    of  ftories  to  divert  me 5 
therefore  I  renounce  in  your  favour 
the  cruel  law  I  had  impofed  on  my- 
felf;  and  I  will  have  you  to  be  looked 
upon  as  the  deliverer  of  the  many 
damfels  I  had  refolved  to  have  facri- 
ficed  to  my  unjuft  refentment.' 
The  fultanefs  caft  herfelf  at  his  feet, 
and  embraced  them  with  the  marks  of 
a  molt  lively  and  fincere  acknowledg- 
ment. 

The  grand  vizier  was  the  firft  who 
learned  this  agreeable  news  from  the 
fultan's  own  mouth,  which  prefently 
was  carried  to  all  the  towns  and  pro- 
vinces, and  gained  the  Sultan  Schahriar 
and  the  lovely  Scheherazade  the  blef- 
fmgs  of  all  the  people  of  the  large  em- 
pire of  the  Indies. 
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